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THE   SENATE   OF   THE   UNITED    STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1819. 


Monday,  December  6, 1819. 
The  first  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Congress, 
conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ngton,  and  the  Senate  assembled. 

present: 

David  L.  Mohril  and  John  F.  Parrott, 
rem  New  Hampshire. 

Prentiss  Mellbn  and  Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
rom  Massachusetts. 

James  Bdrrill,  junior,  and  William  Hunter, 
bom  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Isaac  Tichbnor  and  William  A.  Palmer, 
bom  Vermont. 

Samuel  W.  Dana  and  James  Lanman,  from 
Connecticut 

Nathan  Sanpord,  from  New  York. 

Marlon  Dickerson  and  James  J.  Wilson, 
rom  New  Jersey. 

Jonathan  Roberts  and  Walter  Lowrib, 
rom  Pennsylvania. 

OUTERBRIDGE     HORBEY     RUd    NICHOLAS    VaN 

Itke,  from  Delaware. 

James  Barbour,  from  Virginia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Gaillard  and  William  Smith,  from 
(outh  Carolina. 

John  Elliott,  from  Georgia. 

William  Logan,  from  Kentucky. 

John  Williams  and  John  IIenry  Baton, 
'om  Tennessee. 

Benjamin  RvooLSd  and  William  A.  Trim- 
LS,  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Brown,  from  Louisiana. 

Jambs  Noble  and  Waller  TayLor,  from 
idiana. 

Walter  Leake  and  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
om  Mississippi. 

NiNiAN  Edwards  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from 
linois. 

James  Barbour,  President  pro  temparej  resumed 
le  Chair. 

James  Lanman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
e^islature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  for  the 
rm  of  six  years,  commencing  on  ^e  fourth  day 


of  March  last ;  Nathaniel  Macon,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  John  Henry  BATQiCy 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  L^islature  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  in  place 
of  Gborob  W.  Campbell,  resigned;  John  El- 
liott, appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Leffislature  of 
the  State  of  Georeia,  for  the  term  of  six  yean, 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
William  A.  Trimble,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  term 
of  six  Years,  coomiencing  on  the. fourth  day  of 
March  last ;  James  Brown,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  L^islature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last ;  and  Ninian  Edwards,  ap- 
pomted  a  Senator  by  the  Lcjipislature  of  the  State 
of  lUinob,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  respectively  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  Palmb1| 
Mr.  Gaillard,  Mr.  Parrott.  Mr.  Lowrib,  and 
Mr.  Taylor  ;  their  credentials  having  been  filed 
during  the  last  session. 

William  Logan,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  da.y  of 
March  last,  stated  that  he  nad  neg[lected  bringiaff 
his  credentials  with  him,  eiqiectmg  they  woula 
be  forwarded  to  the  Senate  by  the  proper  authority 
of  the  State,  and  which  he  still  supposed  would 
speedily  be  aone ;  whereupon  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law  was  administered  to  him,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  quorum  being  prraent,  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives being  advised  thereof,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

The  usual  resolutions  respecting  furnishing  mem* 
hers  with  newspapers,  dbc.  were  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed  for  the  a]qx»intme&t 
of  a  Chkplain  to  the  Senate,  to  interchanjge  weekly 
with  the  Chaplain  for  the  House  of  Representar 

tivcs. 

A  Committee  of  Enrolled  Bills  was  ordered  to 
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be  appNointed,  and  Mr.  Wilson  was  chosen  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  Committee  of  Accounts  was  appointed,  con- 
sistinff  of  Messrs.  Roberts,  BurrilLi  and  Leake. 

A  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Messrs.  Mellen,  Dickerbon, 
and  Elliott. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  the  constitution  of  government  formed  by  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  which  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams, of  Mississippi,  Brown,  and  Macon,  to 
consider  and  report  tnereon. 

On  motion  ox  Mx,  Sanford, 

lUsolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate  wear 
the  usual  mourning  for  thirty  days,  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Alexan- 
der C.  Hanson,  a  Senator  from  Maryland,  who 
has  deceased  since  the  last  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey, 

Resolved,  That  Mountioy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  8ergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such  ser- 
vices as  are  usually  required  bv  the  Doorkeeper  of 
the  Senate,  which  expense  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
contiiigent  fund. 

Mr.  DiCKERson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  ocmsideration,  which  was  read : 

Bei^lved,  Th^t  a  committee  of  three  members  be 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Rspresentativet,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  drection  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 

Strchase  of  books  and  maps  for  the  use  of  the  two 
ouses  of  Coogress. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bttrrill, 

Resolved,  That  the  standing  committees  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Senate  consist  of  five  members 
each,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mellen. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday 
next,  at  12  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  of  this  House. 

And,  after  appointing  ^  committee  on  their  part 
to  wait  on  the  r resident  and  inform  him  that  the 
Senate  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
he  might  have  to  make,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  7. 

Mr.  BtiRRiLL  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  President  informed  the 
committee  that  he  would  make  a  communication 
to  the  two  Houses  this  day. 

Mr.  Wilson  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
transmitting  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 

The  resolntion  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
Library  Cammittee  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
coDsidaed  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  o^ered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PREstDSirr  OF  TBB  United  States  : 

FelfotD-cUizeru  of  the  Senate^ 

end  of  the  House  of  Reprtsentatitesc 

The  puUic  bnildiogs  being  adTanced  to  a  stage  to 
afford  accommodation  for  Congress,  I  ofier  joo  oj 
sincere  oongratnlations  on  the  reoommenceiDent  k' 
yoDT  dnties  in  the  Capitol. 

In  brmgiaf:  to  tie«v  the  incidents  most  dcserri::; 
attention,  which  have  occurred  since  year  last  aessioa. 
I  regret  to  have  to  state,  that  soTeral  of  oar  principt! 
cities  haTeanffitred  by  si^nesa ;  that  an  nnosua!  droagk 
has  prevailed  in  the  Middle  and.  Western  States;  acd 
that  a  derangement  has  been  felt  in  some  of  ov 
moneyed  institutions,  which  has  proportionabiy  m&t- 
ted  their  credit.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  have  it  is 
my  power  to  assure  yon  that  the  health  of  our  citw 
is  now  completely  restored ;  that  the  produce  of  Uk 
year,  though  less  abnndant  than  nsual,  will  not  on!j 
be  amply  sufficient  for  home  eonsamptKNi,  but  affori 
a  Urge  surplus,  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  otbc 
nations ;  and  that  the  derangement  in  the  circulatioi 
paper  medium,  by  being  left  to  those  remedies  whica 
its  obvions  causes  suggested,  and  the  good  sense  an. 
▼irtue  of  our  felIow*dtizens  supplied,  has  diminiahrd 

Having  informed  Congress,  on  the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  that  a  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  lim*a. 
had  been  condnded,  in  this  city,  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  and  ratified  by  the  competent  ss- 
thoriliea  of  the  former,  full  confidence  was  entertaine: 
that  it  would  have  been  ratified  by  His  CathoKc  Ma- 
jesty, with  eqnal  promptitude,  and  a  like  earnest  tie- 
sire  to  tMminaite«  on  the  conditions  of  that  treaty,  tk 
differences  which  had  ao  long  exislad  between  the  tv? 
countries.  Every  view,  which  the  subject  admitted 
of,  was  thought  to  have  jostified  this  conduaioi 
Great  losses  had  been  sustained  by  citlseiMi  of  t^ 
United  Statea,  from  Spanish  cruisers,  more  the 
twenty  years  before,  which  had  not  been  redressed 
These  losses  had  been  acknowledged  and  provided  k 
by  a  treaty,  as  far  baok  as  the  year  1803,  whid 
although  concluded  at  Madrid,  was  not  then  ratifi*: 
by  the  Government  of  Spain,  nor  since,  until  the  lis: 
year,  when  it  was  suspended  by  the  late  treaty,  a  mor? 
satiajlactory  provision  to  both  parties,  as  was  presumes 
having  been  made  for  them.  Other  differences  hi- 
arisen,  In  this  long  interval,  affecting  their  highest  ir 
terests,  which  were  likewise  provided  for,  by  this  bj- 
treaty.  The  treaty  itself  was  formed  on  great  codsk 
eration,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  circus- 
stances,  the  subject-matter  of  every  artide  having  b«<: 
for  years  under  discnssion,  and  repeated  referenrf 
having  been  made,  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  to  b> 
Government,  on  the  points  respeiAiag  which  u 
greatest  difference  of  opinion  prevailed.  It  was  fornzf^ 
by  a  Minister  duly  authoriaed  for  the  pnrposo,  who  b»- 
represented  his  Government  in  the  UnifeM  States,  ac^ 
been  employed,  in  this  long  protracted  negotiatioa. 
several  yean;  and  who^  it  is  not  denied,  kept  strict^ 
within  the  letter  of  his  instructions.  The  faith  ff 
Spain  was  therefore  pledged,  under  circumstances  c' 
peculiar  force  and  solemnity,  for  its  ratification. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  Statea,  this  treaty  v^t^ 
evidently  acceded  to  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  aci 
concession.  The  indemnity  for  injuries  and  losstft 
so  long  before  sustained,  and  now  sgain  acknowIedpe-J 
and  provided  for,  was  to  be  paid  by  them,  without  be- 


13 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


14 


December,  1819. 


President's  Annual  Message. 


Senatb. 


coming  a  charge  on  the  treiBaiy  of  Spain.  For  terri- 
tory ceded  by  Spain,  other  territory  of  great  valae, 
to  which  oar  claim  was  believed  to  be  well  fiianded, 
was  ceded  by  the  United  Statea,  and  in  a  quarter 
more  intereating  to  her.  This  cesaion  was,  neYcrthe- 
less,  received,  as  the  means  of  indemnifying  our  citi- 
zens, in  a  considerable  sum,  the  presumed  amount  of 
their  losses.  Other  considerations,  of  great  weight, 
urged  the  cession  of  thih  territory  by  Spain.  It  was 
surrounded  by  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  on 
eVery  side,  except  on  that  of  the  ocean.  Spain  had 
lost  her  authority  over  it,  and,  falling  into  the  hands 
of  adventurers  connected  with  the  savages,  it  was 
made  the  means  of  unceasing  annoyance  and  injury 
to  our  Union,  in  many  of  its  most  essential  interests. 
By  this  cession,  then,  Spain  ceded  a  territory,  in  re- 
ality, of  no  value  to  her,  and  obtained  concessions  of 
the  highest  importance,  by  the  settlement  of  long 
standing  differences  with  the  United  Statea,  affecting 
their  respective  claims  and  limits,  and  likewise  relieved 
herself  from  the  obligation  of  a  treaty,  relating  to  it, 
which  she  had  failed  to -fulfil,  and  also  from  the  re- 
sponsibility incident  to  the  most  flagrant  and  perni- 
cious abuses  of  her  rights,  where  she  could  not  sup- 
port her  auihority. 

It  being  known  that>,tbe  treaty  was  formed  under 
these  circumstances,  not  a  doubt  was  entertained  that 
His  Catholic  Majesty  would  have  ratified  it  without 
delay.  I  regret  to  have  to  state,  that  thia  reasonable 
expectation  has  been  disappointed ;  that  the  treaty 
was  not  ratified  within  the  time  stipulated,  and  has 
not  since  been  ratified.  As  it  is  important  that  the 
nature  and  character  of  this  unexpected  occurrence 
should  be  distinctly  understood,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
communicate  to  you  all  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
in  my  possession,  relating  to  it. 

Anxious  to  prevent  all  future  disagreement  with 
Spain,  by  giving  the  most  prompt  effect  to  the  treaty, 
which  had  been  thusxoncluded,  and,  particularly,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  government  in  Florida,  which 
should  preserve  order  there,  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty,  and  to  whom  the  ratification,  by  his 
Government,  had  been  committed,  to  be  exchanged 
for  that  of  Spain,  was  instructed  to  transmit  the  latter 
to  the  Department  of  State,  as  soon  as  obtained,  by  a 
public  ship,  subjected  to  his  order  for  the  purpose. 
Unexpected  delay  occurring  in  the  ratification,  by 
Spain,  he  requested  to  be  informed  of  the  cause.  It 
was  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  a  desire  to  obtain  explanations  on  certain 
points,  which  were  not  specified,  had  produced  the 
delay,  and  that  an  Envoy  would  be  despatched  to  the 
United  States,  to  obtain  such  explanations  of  this 
Government.  The  Minister  of  the  United  Sutee 
ofiered  to  give  full  explanation  on  any  point  on  which 
it  might  be  desired;  which  proposal  was  declined. 
Having  communicated  this  result  to  the  Department 
of  State,  in  August  last,  he  wai«  instructed,  notwith- 
standing the  disappointment  and  surprise  which  it 
produced,  to  inform  the  Government  of  Spain,  that,  if 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  and  transmitted  here,  at 
any  time  before  the  meetiiig  of  Congress,  it  would  be 
received,  and  have  the  same  effect  as  if  it  had  been 
ratified  in  due  time.  This  order  was  executed ;  the 
authorized  communication  was  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain,  and  by  its  answer,  which  has  just  been 
received,  we  are  ofiicialiy  made  acquainted,  for  the 
first  time,  with  the  causes  which  have  prevented  the 


ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty.  It 
is  alleged  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  attempted  to  alter  one  of  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty,  by  a  declaration,  which  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  had  been  ordered  to  present  when 
he  should  deliver  the  ratification  by  his  Government, 
in  exchange  for  that  of  Spain,  and  of  which  he  gave 
notice^  explanatory  of  the  sense  in  which  that  article 
was  understood.  It  is  further  alleged  that  this  Gov- 
ernment had  recently  tolerated  or  protected  an  expe- 
dition from  the  United  States,  against  the  province  of 
Texas.  These  two  imputed  acta  are  stated  as  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  His  Catholic  Majesty  to 
withhold  his  ratification  from  the  treaty,  to  obtain  ex- 
planations, respecting  which,  it  is  repeated,  that  an 
£nvoy  would  be  forthwith  despatched  to  the  United 
States.  How  far  these  allegations  will  justij^  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  Spain,  will  appear,  on 
a  view  of  the  following  facts,  and  the  evidence  which 
supports  them. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  documents  transmitted  here- 
with, that  the  declaration  mentioned  relates  to  a  clanse 
in  the  eighth  article,  concerning  certain  grants  of  land, 
recently  made  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  Florida, 
which,  it  was  understood,  had  conveyed  all  the  lands, 
which,  till  then,  had  been  ungranted.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  to  annul  these  latter  grants,  and 
that  clause  was  drawn  for  that  express  purpose,  and 
for  none  other.  The  date  of  these  grants  was  un- 
known, but  it  was  understood  to  be  posterior  to  that 
inserted  in  the  article.  Indeed,  it  must  be  obvious  to 
all,  that,  if  that  provision  in  the  treaty  had  not  the 
effect  of  annulling  these  grants,  it  would  be  altogether 
nugatory.  Immediately  after  the  treaty  was  conclu- 
ded, and  ratified  by  this  Government,  an  intimation 
was  received  thit  these  grants  were  of  anterior  date 
to  that  fixed  on  by  tbe  treaty,  and  that  they  would 
not,  of  course,  be  affected  by  it.  The  mere  possibility 
of  such  a  case,  so  inconsistent  with  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  and  the  meaning  of  the  article,  induced 
this  Government  to  demand  an  explanation  on  the 
subject,  which  waa  immediately  granted,  and  which 
corresponds  with  this  statement.  With  respect  to  the 
other  act  alleged,  that  this  Government  had  tolerated 
or  protected  an  expedition  against  Texas,  it  is  utterly 
without  foundation.  Every  discountenance  has  inva- 
riably been  given  to  any  such  attempt  from  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  as  is  fully  evinced  by  the 
acts  of  the  Government,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
courts.  There  being  cause,  however,  to  apprehend, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  that  some  adventu- 
rers entertained  views  of  the  kind  suggested,  the  at- 
tention of  the  constituted  authorities  in  that  quarter 
was  immediately  drawn  to  them,  and  it  is  known  that 
the  project,  whatever  it  might  be,  has  utterly  failed. 

These  facts  will,  it  is  presumed,  satisfy  every  impar- 
tial mind  that  the  Government  of  Spain  had  no  justifi- 
able cause  for  declining  to  ratify  the  treaty.  A  treaty 
concluded  in  conformity  with  instructions,  is  obligato- 
ry, in  good  faith,  in  all  its  stipuiationa,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties.  Each 
party  is  bound  to  ratify  it.  If  either  could  set  it  aside, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  there  would  be  no 
longer  any  rules  applicable  to  such  transactions  be- 
tween nations.  By  this  proceeding,  the  Government 
of  Spain  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  a  new  and 
very  serious  injury.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  Minis- 
ter would  be  sent,  to  ask  certain  explanations  of  this 
Government.     But  if  such  were  desired,  why  were 
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they  not  asked  within  the  time  limited  for  the  ratifi- 
'  cation  ?  Is  it  contemplated  to  open  a  new  negotiation 
respecting  any  of  the  articles  or  conditions  of  the 
treaty  1  If  that  were  done,  to  what  consequences 
night  it  not  lead  1  At  what  time,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, would  a  new  negotiation  terminate  1  By  this 
proceeding,  Spain  has  formed  a  relation  between  the 
two  countries  which  will  justify  any  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  which  a  strong  sense  of  in- 
jury, and  a  proper  regard  for  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  nation  may  dictate.  In  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued, these  objects  should  be  constantly  held  in  view, 
and  have  their  due  weight.  Our  national  honor  must 
be  maintained,  and  a  new  and  a  distinguiehed  proof 
be  afforded  of  that  regard  for  justice  and  moderation 
which  has  invariably  governed  the  councils  of  this 
free  people.  It  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that,  if  the 
United  States  had  been  desirous  of  making  conquests, 
or  had  been  even  willing  to  aggrandiie  themselves  in 
that  way,  they  could  have  had  no  inducement  to  form 
this  treaty.  They  would  have  much  cause  for  gratu- 
lation  at  the  course  which  has  been  purraed  by  Spain. 
An  ample  field  for  ambition  is  opened  before  them, 
fiat  such  a  career  is  not  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  their  Government,  nor  tha  interests  of  the 
nation. 

From  a  full  view  of  all  circumstances,  it  is  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  will 
not  be  proper  for  the  United  States  to  carry  the  con* 
ditions  of  the  treaty  into  effect,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  it  had  been  ratified  by  Spain ;  claiming,  on  their 
part,  all  its  advantages,  and  yielding  to  Spain  those 
secured  to  her.  By  pursuing  this  course  we  shall 
rest  on  the  sacred  ground  of  right,  sanctioned,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  by  Spain  herself,  by  a  treaty 
which  she  was  bound  to  ratify,  for  refiising  to  do 
which  she  must  incur  the  censure  of  other  nations, 
even  those  most  fiiendly  to  her ;  while,  by  confining 
ourselves  within  that  limit,  we  cannot  fail  to  obtain 
their  well  merited  approbation.  We  must  have  peace 
on  a  frontier  where  we  have  been  so  long  duturbed ; 
our  citizens  must  be  indemnified  for  losses  so  long 
since  sustained,  and  for  which  Indemnity  has  been  so 
unjustly  withheld  from  them.  Accomplishing  these 
great  objects,  we  obtain  all  that  is  desirable. 

But  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  twice  declared  his 
determination  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  United  States 
to  ask  eiplanations  on  certain  points,  and  to  give 
them  respecting  his  delay  to  ratify  the  treaty.  Shall 
we  act,  by  taking  the  ceded  territory,  and  proceeding 
to  execute  the  other  conditions  of  the  treaty,  before 
this  Minister  arrives  and  is  heard  ?  This  is  a  case 
which  forms  a  strong  appeal  to  the  candor,  the  mag- 
nanimity, and  the  honor  of  this  people.  Much  is  due 
to  courtesy  between  nations.  By  a  short  delay  we 
shall  lose  nothing ;  for,  resting  on  the  ground  of  im- 
mutable  truth  and  justice,  we  cannot  be  diverted  from 
<Nir  purpose.  It  ought  to  be  presumed  that  the  ex- 
planations which  may  be  given  to  the  Minister  of 
Spain  will  be  satisfactory,  and  produce  the  desired  re- 
sult. In  any  event,  the  delay,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned, being  a  further  manifestation  of  the  sincere 
desire  to  terminate  in  the  most  friendly  manner  all 
differences  with  Spain,  cannot  fell  to  be  duly  appre- 
ciated by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  as  well  as  by  other 
Powers.  It  is  submitted,  therefore,  whether  it  will 
not  be  proper  to  make  the  law  proposed  for  carrying 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty  into  effect,  should  it  be 
adopted,  contingent ;  to  suspend  its  operation  upon 


the  responsibility  of  the  Executive,  in  such  manner 
as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  such  friendly  explana- 
tions, as  may  be  desired  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  treaty, 
and  of  the  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Madrid  respecting  it ;  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  Minister  of  Spain,  and  of  such  other  docu- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  give  a  full  view  of  the 
subject. 

In  the  course  which  the  Spanish  Government  have, 
on  this  occaMon,  thought  proper  to  pursue,  it  ia  sat- 
isfactory to  know  that  they  have  not  been  counte- 
nanced by  any  other  European  Power.  On  the  con- 
traiy,  the  opinion  and  wishes,  both  of  France  and 
Great  Britain,  have  not  been  withheld,  either  from 
the  United  States  or  from  Spain ;  and  have  been  un- 
equivocal in  favor  of  the  ratification.  There  is  also 
reason  to  believe  that  the  sentiments  of  the  imperial 
Government  of  Russia  have  been  the  same,  and  that 
they  have  also  been  made  known  to  the  Cabinet  of 
Madrid. 

In  the  civil  war  existing  between  Spain  and  the 
Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemisphere,  the  greatest 
care  has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  laws  intended  to 
preserve  an  impartial  neutrality.  Our  ports  have  con- 
tinued to  be  equally  open  to  both  parties,  and  on  the 
same  conditions  ;  and  our  citizens  have  been  equally 
restrained  from  interfering  in  favor  of  either  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  other.  The  progress  of  the  war, 
however,  has  operated  manifestly  in  favor  of  the  colo> 
nies.  Buenos  Ayres  still  maintains  unshaken  the 
independence  which  it  declared  in  1816,  and  has  en- 
joyed since  1810.  Like  success  has  alsl>  lately  at- 
tended Chili,  and  the  provinces  north  of  the  La  Plata, 
bordering  on  it,  and  likewise  Venezuela. 

This  contest  has,  from  its  commencement,  been  Tery 
interesting  to  other  Powers,  and  to  none  more  so 
than  to  the  United  States.  A  virtuous  people  may, 
and  will,  confine  themselves  within  the  limit  of  strict 
neutrality ;  but  it  ia  not  in  their  power  to  behold  a 
conflict  so  vitally  important  to  their  neighbors,  without 
the  sensibility  and  sympathy  which  naturally  belong 
to  such  a  case.  It  has  been  the  steady  purpose  of  this 
Government  to  preTent  that  feeling  leading  to  ezceas, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
state  that,  so  strong  has  been  the  sense  throughout  the 
whole  community,  of  what  was  due  to  the  character 
and  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  very  few  examples 
of  a  contrary  kind  have  occurred. 

The  distance  of  the  colonics  from  the  parent  countiy, 
and  the  great  extent  of  their  population  and  resources, 
gave  them  advantages  which  it  wss  anticipated  at  a 
very  early  period,  it  would  be  difficult  for  Spain  to 
surmount.  The  steadiness,  consistennr,  and  succcas, 
with  which  they  have  pursued  their  object,  as  evinced 
more  particularly  by  the  undisturbed  sovereignty 
which  Buenos  Ayres  has  so  long  enjoyed,  evidently 
give  them  a  strong  claim  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  other  nations.  These  sentiments,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  have  not  been  withheld  from  other 
Powers,  with  whom  it  is  desirable  to  act  in  concert. 
Should  it  become  manifest  to  the  world  that  the  efforts 
of  Spain  to  subdue  these  provinces  will  be  fruitlees,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  the  Spanish  Government  itself 
will  give  up  the  contest  In  producing  such  a  deter- 
mination, it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  opinion  'of 
friendly  Powers,  who  have  taken  no  part  in  the  con- 
troversy, will  have  their  merited  influence. 
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It  ifl  of  the  highest  importance  to  our  national  char- 
acter, and  indirpenaable  to  the  morality  of  our  citizens, 
that  all  violations  of  our  neutrality  should  be  prevented. 
IVo  door  should  be  left  open  for  the  evasion  of  our 
laws;  no  opportunity  afforded  to  any  who  may  be  dis 
posed  to  tske  advantage  of  it,  to  compromit  the  inter- 
eat  or  the  honor  of  the  nation.  It  is  submitted,  there- 
fore, to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  may 
not  be  advisable  to  revise  the  laws,  with  a  view  to  this 
desirable  result. 

It  is  submitted,  also,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper 
to  designate,  by  law,  the  several  ports  or  places  along 
the  coast,  at  which,  only,  foreign  ships  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers may  be  admitted.  The  diflSculty  of  sustaining 
the  regulations  of  our  commerce,  and  of  other  import- 
ant interests  from  abuse,  without  such  designation, 
fiirnishes  a  strong  motive  for  this  measure. 

At  the  time  of  the  negotiation  for  the  renewal  of 
the  commercial  convention,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  a  hope  had  been  entertained  that 
an  article  might  have  been  agreed  upon,  mutually  sat* 
isfsctory  to  both  countries,  regulating,  upon  principles 
of  justice  and  reciprocity,  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions, 
as  well  in  the  West  Indies,  as  upon  the  continent  of 
North  America.  The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two 
Goveroments  not  having  been  able  to  come  to  an 
agreement  on  this  important  interest,  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment the  proposals  which  had  been  presented  to 
them,  as  the  ultimate  offer  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  and  which  they  were  not  authorized  to 
accept.  On  their  transmission  here,  they  were  ez- 
amined  with  due  deliberation,  the  result  of  which  was 
a  new  efibrt  to  meet  the  views  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  Minister  of  the  United  States  was  in* 
structed  to  make  a  farther '  proposal,  which  has  not 
been  accepted.  It  was,  however,  declined  in  an  ami* 
cable  manner.  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
CoDgreds,  whether  further  prohibitory  provisions  in 
the  lews  relating  to  this  intercourse  may  not  be  ezpe- 
dieut.  It  is  seen,  with  interest,  that,  although  it  has 
not  been  practicable,  as  yet,  to  agree  in  any  arrange- 
ment of  this  important  branch  of  their  commerce,  such 
is  the  disposition  of  the  psrties,  that  each  will  view 
any  regulations  which  the  other  may  make  respecting 
it,  in  the  most  friendly  light. 

By  the  6th  article  of  the  convention,  concJuded  on 
the  20lh  of  October,  1818,  it  was  stipulated  that  fhe 
difference  which  has  arisen  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments, with  regard  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  5th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  relation  to 
the  carrying  away,  by  British  officer!,  of  slaves  from 
the  United  States,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  should  be  reforred  to  the  deci- 
sion of  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named 
for  that  purpose.  'i*he  Minister  of  the  United  States 
has  been  instructed  to  name  to  the  British  Government 
a  foreign  Sovereign,  the  common  friend  to  both  parties, 
for  the  decision  of  this  question.  The  answer  of  that 
Government  to  the  proposal,  when  received,  will  in- 
dicate the  further  measures  to  be  pursued  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States. 

Although  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  af- 
fected various  parts  of  the  Union,  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year,  have,  during  the  present, 
been  considerably  augmented,  and  still  continue  to 
exist,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  to  the  dOth  of 
September  last,  have  amounted  to  $19,000,000.    After 


defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government, 
including  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  public 
debt,  payable  to  that  period,  amounting  to  $18, 200,000, 
there  remained  in  the  Treasury,  on  that  day,  more 
than  $2,500,000,  which*  with  the  sums  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  t|ie  year,  will  exceed  the 
current  demands  upon  the  Treasuiy  for  the  same 
period. 

The  causes  which  have  tended  to  diminish  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  could  not  fail  to  have  a  corresponding 
effect  upon  the  revenue  which  has  accrued  upon  im- 
posts and  tonnage  during  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  present  year ;  it  is,  however,  ascertained  that  the 
duties,  which  have  been  secured  during  that  period, 
exceed  $18,000,000,  and  those  of  the  whole  year  will 
probably  amount  to  $23,000,000. 

For  the  probable  receipts  of  the  next  year,  I  refer 
you  to  the  statements  which  will  be  transmitted  from 
the  Treasury,  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  whether 
further  provision  be  necessary. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  principal  ar- 
ticles of  domestic  growth,  which  has  occurred  during 
the  present  year,  and  the  consequent  fall  in  the  price 
oi  labor,  apparently  so  favorable  to  the  success  of  do- 
mestic manufactures,  have  not  shielded  them  against 
other  cauaes  adverse  to  their  prosperity.  The  jpeca- 
niary  embarrassments  which  have  so  deeply  aflected 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  nation,  have  been  no 
less  adverse  to  our  manufacturing  establishments  in 
several  sections  of  the  Union.  The  great  reduction  of 
the  currency,  which  the  banks  have  been  constrained 
to  make,  in  order  to  continue  specie  payments,  and 
the  vitiated  character  of  it  where  such  reductions  have 
not  been  attempted,  instead  of  placing  within  the 
reach  of  these  establishments  the  pecuniary  aid  neces- 
sary to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  resulting 
from  the  redaction  in  the  prices  of  the  raw  materials, 
and  of  labor,  have  compelled  the  banks  to  withdraw 
from  them  a  portion  of  the  capita)  heretofore  advanced 
to  them.  That  aid,  which  has  been  refused  by  the 
banks,  has  not  been  obtained  from  other  sources, 
owing  to  the  loss  of  individual  confidence,  from  the 
frequent  failures  which  have  recently  occurred  in  some 
of  our  principal  commercial  cities. 

An  additional  cause  for  the  depression  of  these  es- 
tablishments may  probably  be  found  in  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  which  have  recently  affected  those 
countries  with  which  our  commerce  has  been  princi- 
pally prosecuted. 

Their  manufactures,  for  the  want  of  a  ready  or 
profitable  market  at  home,  have  been  shipped  by  the 
manufacturers  to  the  United  Stetes,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, sold  at  a  price  below  their  current  value  at 
the  place  of  manufacture.  Although  this  practice 
may,  from  its  nature,  be  considered  temporary  or  con- 
tingent, it  is  not  on  that  account  less  injurious  in  its 
effects.  Uniformity  in  the  demand  and  price  of  an 
article  is  highly  desirable  to  the  domestic  manufac- 
turer. 

It  is  deemed  of  great  importance  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  our  domestic  manufacturers.  In  what  man- 
ner the  evils  which  have  been  adverted  to  may  be 
remedied,  and  how  far  it  may  be  practicable,  in  other 
respects,  to  afford  to  them  further  encouragement, 
paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  intereste  of  the 
nation,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

The  survey  of  the  coast,  for  the  establishment  of 
fortifications,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  considera- 
ble progress  has  been  made  in  the  collection  of  mate- 
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riali  for  the  construction  of  fortifications  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  works 
on  the  Eastern  hank  of  the  Potomac,  below  Alexan- 
dria, and  on  the  Pea  Patch  in  tlie  DeUwore,  are  much 
advanced,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  will  be  com- 
pleted the  present  year.  To  derive  all  the  advantages 
contemplated  from  these  fortifications,  it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  be  judiciously  posted,  and  constructed 
with  A  view  to  permanence.  'I'he  progress,  hitherto, 
has  therefore  been  slow;  but,  as  the  d  I  faculties,  in 
parts  heretofore  the  least  explored  and  known,  are 
surmounted,  it  will  in  future  be  more  rapid.  As  soon 
as  the  survey  of  the  coast  is  completed,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  be  done  early  in  the  next  Spring,  the  en- 
gineers employed  in  it  will  proceed  to  examine,  for 
like  purposes,  the  northern  and  northwestern  fron- 
tiers. 

The  troops,  intended  to  occupy  a  station  at  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  on  tho  Mississippi,  have  ch- 
tablished  themselves  there,  and  those  who  were  or- 
dered to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Mis- 
souri, have  ascended  that  river  to  the  Council  Bluff, 
where  they  will  remain  until  the  next  Spring,  when 
they  will  proceed  to  the  place  of  their  destination.  I 
have  tho  satisfaction  to  state,  that  this  measure  has 
been  executed  in  amity  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
that  it  promises  to  produce,  in  regard  to  them,  all  the 
advantages  which  were  contemplated  by  it. 

Much  progress  has  likewise  been  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  ships-of-war,  and  in  the  collection  of  tim- 
ber and  other  materials  for  ship-building.  It  is  not 
doubted  that  our  Navy  will  soon  be  augmented  to  the 
oomber,  and  placed,  in  all  respects,  on  tho  footing 
provided  for  by  law. 

-  The  board,  consisting  of  engineers  and  naval  offi- 
cers, have  not  yet  made  their  final  report,  of  sites  for 
two  naval  depots,  as  instructed,  according  to  tho  reso- 
lutions of  March  18th,  and  April  20th,  1818,  but  they 
have  examined  the  coast  therein  designated,  and  their 
report  is  expected  in  the  next  mouth. 

For  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  along  tho  Southern  Atlantic  coast ;  in  the 
Pacific  and  Indian  ocean ;  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  maintain  a  strong  naval  forc^,  which  it  seems 
proper  for  tho  present  to  continue.  There  iu  much 
reason  to  believe  that,  if  any  portion  of  the  squadron 
heretofore  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean  should  be 
withdrawn,  our  intercourse  with  the  Powers  border- 
ing on  that  sea  would  be  much  interrupted,  if  not  al- 
together destroyed.  Such,  too,  has  been  the  growth 
of  a  spirit  of  piracy,  in  the  other  quarters  mentioned^ 
by  adventurers  from  every  country,  in  abuse  of  the 
friendly  flags  which  they  have  assumed,  that,  not  to 
protect  our  commerce  there,  would  be  to  abandon  it 
OS  a  prey  to  their  rapacity.  Due  attention  has  like- 
wise been  paid  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
in  compliance  with  a  law  of  the  last  session.  Orders 
have  been  given  to  the  commanders  of  all  our  public 
ships  to  seize  all  vessels  navigated  under  our  flag,  en- 
gaged in  that  trade,  and  to  bring  them  in,  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  that  law. 
It  it  hoped  that  these  vigorous  measures,  supported 
by  like  acts  by  other  nations,  will  toon  terminate  a 
commerce  so  disgraceful  to  the  civilized  world. 

In  the  execution  of  the  duty  imposed  by  these  acts, 
and  of  a  high  trust  connected  with  it,  it  is  with  deep 
regret  I  have  to  state  the  loss  which  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  death  of  Commodore  Perry.     His  gal- 


lantry, in  a  brilliant  exploit,  in  the  late  war,  added 
to  the  renown  of  his  country.  His  death  is  deplored 
as  a  national  misfortune. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washittotox,  December  7,  1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Wednesday,  December  8. 

Mr.  Sanford  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Rest)ivedt  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  relations 
with  Spaiu,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations. 

Resolved,  That  su  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  finance, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance* 

Retoivedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Prei- 
ident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  manafactures, 
bo  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mtn- 
ufactures. 

Reaoived,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  violations  of 
our  neutrality,  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Resoivedt  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign 
ships-of-war  and  privateers,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres> 
ident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  North  Amer- 
ica, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

Mr.  Wilson  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  documents 
free  of  postage,  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Comnut- 
tce  of  the  Whole ;  and,  having  been  amended,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Mellbn  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  as  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State,  on  the  footing  of  an  original  State, 
together  with  the  constitution  formed  in  convea* 
tion  for  the  State  of  Maine ;  which  were  sevenlly 
read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  6th  instant,  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  legislative  measures  may 
be  necessary  for  admitting  the  State  of  Alabama 
into  the  Union,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  legislative  measiu'es  may  be  necessary  for  ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  re- 
ported a  resolution  declaring  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
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the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  I 
a  third  time.    It  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  tor  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  on  the  arrangements  for  the  library  of 
Congress  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  W  illiam  Van 
Duersen  and  George  Wolcott.  surveyors  of  the  rev- 
eooe  for  different  districts  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, praying  an  increase  of  compensation  for  their 
serrices,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Burr  ILL  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward. 

Mr.  Hunter  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  td  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief'  of 
Christopher  Fowler. 

Mr.  M ELLEN  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing  a 
circuit  court  in  and  for  the  District  of  Maine. 


Thursday,  December  9. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward,  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler,  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  tranamission  of  certam 
documents  free  of  postage,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  appointment 
of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  was  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  next. 

A  message  fi^om  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  appointed  the  Rev.  Burgess  Allison 
Chaplain  on  tneir  part.  They  have  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  doc- 
uments by  mail  free  of  postage,  in  which  resolution 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last-mentioned  resolution  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on  their  part, 
and,  on  the  ballots  having  been  counted,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Rev.  Reuben  Post  had  a  majority, 
and  was  elected. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  urging  the  expediency  of  providing  such  a 
system ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  December  13. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Thornton,  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  OflSce, 
praying  an  increase  of  his  present  compensation ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise.    And  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Rob- 


erts, and  Mr.  Macon,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury Department ;"  and  the  Report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pickerson,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  on 
their  part,  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  arrangements  of 
the  Library  of  Congress;  and  Mr.  Dickerson, 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Dana,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  M ELLEN  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes 
of  State  Papers. 

Mr.  Dickerson  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow. 


Tuesday,  December  14. 

James  Pleasants,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  W. 
Eppes^  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Binns. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Davis,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion ;  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  transmission  of 
certain  documents  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 
September  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dickerson  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  resolution  proi)osing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  subinitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruoiffed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
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ioto  the  expediency  of  preecribing  by  law  for  the  relief 
of  Mch  of  the  officers  ftnd  ▼olanteera  engaged  in  Ihe 
late  Seminole  war  aa  may  have  lost  their  boraea  and 
other  property  daring  said  campaign. 

The  President  commanicated  the  memorial  of 
Blatthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyyille,  Kentacky ,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  losses  and  sufferings  under 
the  act  commonly  called  the  tedUion  law;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Parrot  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
A.  Dix. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Raolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  arrange 
and  report  the  ralea  for  conducting  bnaineaa  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  rules  hitherto  practised  on  by  the  two 
Hooaes  of  Congreaa. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  ihe  Senate  of  ike  Untied  Siaiee  .- 

1  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  collection  of  the 
commercial  regulationa  of  the  different  foreign  coun- 
tries with  which  the  United  Statea  have  commercial 
intercourse,  which  have  been  compiled  in  compliance 
with  the  reaoltttion  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  March,  1817. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsniiroTosr,  December  7,  1819. 

The  Message  was  read. 

John  W.  Walker,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legblature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  produced  his 
•r^entiab,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Stoddart  and  others,  proprietors  of  a  new  and  im- 
proved method  of  manufacturing  screws  of  wire, 
praying  the  imposition  of  a  specific  duty  on  the 
miportation  of  wood  screws ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  was  further 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Wile,  administrator  of  Elizabeth  Shallus,  de- 
ceased, and  of  Andrew  Eppele,  administrator  of 
Mary  Hassenclever,  deceased,  praying  that  a  cer- 
tain Dond  of  indemnity  relating  to  the  claim  of  the 
Baron  D^Utrick  may  be  cancelled  and  annulled ; 
and  the  petition  was  read. 


WEDNEsnAY,  December  15. 

MoNTFORU  Stokes,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  arrived  the  14th  instant,  and  attended 
this  day. 

Freeman  Walker,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Greorgia,  to  supply 
the  yacanay  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John 
Forsvth,  produced  his  credentiab,  was  qualified, 
and  ne  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  San  FORD  gaye  notice,  that  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1818.  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitlea  'An  act  to  r^^olate  the  collection 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  1799." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsidemlioii  of  the 
qiotion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  compensation  to  those  who  haye  lost 
hordes  and  other  property  in  the  Seminole  war , 
and,  hayinff  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Baton,  Roi- 
ERTS,  and  Logan,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  asked  and  obtained  leaye  to  in* 
troduce  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Ind^ 
pendence,  publbhed  by  John  Binns;  and  thebil 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parr OTT  asked  and  obtained  leaye  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbt 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  the  appointment  ct 
a  committee  to  prepare  rules  for  conducting  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate;  and,  haying  amed  thereto 
Messrs.  Bdrrill,  Gaillard,  and  Macon,  wcr 
appointed  the  committtfe. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B. 
Wait,  of  Boston,  praying  that  the  Secretary  oi 
State  may  be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use 
of  Conmss,  fiye  hundred  copies  of  the  deyentk 
and  twelfth  yolumes  of  State  Papers,  published  hj 
him ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow  wa5 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  thf 
eleyenth  and  twelfth  yolumes  of  State  Paper 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  tht 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  Rep 
resentatiyes  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statei 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  it  was  referret 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fiye  members 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Dick- 
erson, Trimble,  BrowNj  Elliott,  and  Loga.^ 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance of  the  American  Conyention  for  prt^ 
moting  the  abolition  of  slayery,  &c.,  held  at  Phili- 
delphia,  against  the  admission  into  the  Union  of 
any  new  States,  which  may  hereafter  be  formed 
unless  on  the  condition  that  the  further  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  therein  be  prohibited ;  which 
read. 


TnuRsnAY,  December  16. 

Mr.  Sanford  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  re^ulatf 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnaipe," 
passed  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799;  and  thebih 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  to  revise  and  report  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  were  authorized  to  propose  such  amend- 
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ments  to  those  rales  as  they  may  think  proper  to  I 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gail  LARD  presoited  the  memorial  of  the 
President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing a  renewal  of  their  charter ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Ut.  Elliott  presented  the  memorial  of  Janfes 
Wood,  of  Columbia  County,  in  the  S  rate  of  Georgia, 
administrator  of  Captain  Edward  Wood,  of  the 
Georgia  line  of  contmentai  troops,  who  served  to 
the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, praying  his  commutation  pay,  with  interest; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HoNTBR  presented  the  memorial  of  Bowie 
and  Kurtz  and  others,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  praying  indemnity  for  the  loss 
of  the  ship  Allegany  and  cargo,  whicn  were  seized 
and  condemned  at  Gibraltar,  by  the  enemy,  whilst 
the  ship  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  their  charter ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  Coromittac  on  Finanoe  bo  in* 
•trocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  alter- 
ing the  laws  for  appointing  collectors  of  the  customs 
of  the  United  States,  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  receivers  of  public  moneys  for  lands  of  the 
United  States,  surveyors  of  the  public  lands,  registers, 
and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  as 
to  have  those  officers  respectively  appointed  for  limited 
periods,  subject  to  removal  as  heretofore. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
conmiittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  the  petition  of  La- 
throp  Davis,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase 
of  pension,  presented  on  the  l4th  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Matthew  Barrow  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Van  Deursen  and  George  Wolcott,  surveyors 
of  the  revenue,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion^resented  on  the  8th  instant,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUaoived.  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expeditncy  of  reviving 
the  act  of  1806,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  received 


in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  which  expired  at  the  clooe 
of  the  last  session  of  Oongress. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts, 

ResUvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  consider  and  report  upon  such 
subjects  as  may  be  referred  to  them  relating  to  the 
public  buildings,  and  that  said  committee  ascer- 
tain^ with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  whether  con- 
venient accommodations  can  be  had  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  for  the  Committees  and  Sec-, 
retary's  office  of  the  Senate,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Roberts.  Gaillard, 
Mellen,  Burrill,  and  Lanman,  oe  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Rice^  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praymg  that  the  sums  paid  by  him  for  duties  on 
certain  goods  in  the  nort  of  Castine,  which  were 
illegally  exacted  by  the  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  Penobscot,  may  be  refunded, 
with  interest ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Santord  presented  the  petition  of  Jasper 
Parish,  of  Canandaigna,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  remuneration  for  injuries  sustained 
by  him  in  consequence  of  a  part  of  the  American 
Army,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Smyth,  encampinff  on  his  farm,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Rewifftd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  what  provisions  are  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  Bute  of  Alabama. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Agreeably  to  order,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  the  following  stanoing  committees : 

Commiitee  on  Foreign  Relations — ^Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Walker, 
of  Gteorgia. 

Committee  on  Finance — ^Mr.  Sanford,  Mr.  Macon, 
Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Logan. 

Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures — ^Mr. 
Sanford.  Mr.  Dickerson,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr.  Rug- 
gies,  and  Mr.  Burrill. 

Committee  on  Military  Affairs-^Mi,  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tiche- 
nor.  and  Mr.  EQiott. 

Committee  on  the  MilUia— Mr.  Noble,  Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Ticbenor,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr. 
Lanman. 

Committee  on  Naval  Apiire—Mx.  Pleasants,  Mr. 
Parrott,  Mr.  Gaillard,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
and  Mjr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi. 

Committee  on  Public  Lands—Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Thdmas,  Mr.  Lowrie, 
and  Mr.  Hunter. 

Commiitee  of  Claims— Mr.  Roberts.  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Morra,  Mr.  Ruggies,  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

Committee  ontheJuiticicer!f--Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Leake, 
Mr.  Burrill,  Mr.  Logan,  and  Mr.  Otis. 

QmnUUee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Roads^W^ 
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Wilson,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Mel- 
len. 

Committee  on  PeTisions — ^Mr.  Van  Dyke,  Mr.  Noble, 
Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Committee  for  the  District  o/CUumbia — ^Mr.  Horsev, 
Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Lanman,  and  Mr. 
Otis. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hoacson,  prayine  pay- 
ment for  the  valne  of  a  certain  house,  which  was 
consumed  by  fire  whilst  in  the  occupation  of  Che 
Gk)vemment  of  the  United  States,  as  the  War 
Office,  in  the  City  of  Washington^  in  the  year 
1800,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  December  20. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB.  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  biU  for  the 
rdiief  of  Matthew  Barrow,  reported  th^  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Qreene  db  Co.,  owners  of  a  manufactory  of  cop- 

5 eras,  in  Vermont  township,  in  the  State  of  New 
ersey,  praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  by  lay- 
ing an  addiitional  duty  on  the  importation  ot  cop- 
peras ;  and  the  petition  was  reaa,  and  refened  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 
Mr.  Leake  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Mesolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Pablie  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  so  alier- 
iog  the  laws  concerning  the  sale  of  public  lands,  at 
to  divide  the  sections  and  fractions  of  sections  into 
half-quarter  sections ;  and,  also,  where  land*  have 
reverted  to  the  United  States  for  non-payment,  to 
direct  the  sale  thereof  again  at  public  auction,  upon 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  of  all  other  public 

•ales ;  and,  also,  that,  from  and  after  the day  of 

,  credit  shall  not  be  given  on  sales  of  public  land ; 

bnt  the  same  shall  be  sold  for  money  only. 

Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  Dbtrict  of  Columbia,  praying 
an  extension  of  their  charter ;  and,  also,  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  said  District,  praving  that  the  cap- 
ital of  the  Farmers'  Bank  ot  Alexandria  may  be 
increased,  so  as  to  include  their  capital,  and  make 
one  Bank,  to  be  denominated  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria;  and  the  petitions  were  sererally 
raid,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Mame;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  request,  Mr.  Otis  was  excused  from  serving 
on  the  standing  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
also  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  SANFORn,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  who  have  considered  the 
official  statements  which  have  been  hitherto  made, 
of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  forei^ 
countries,  and  the  provisions  which  are  requisite 


for  obtaining  complete  and  accurate  statistical  ac- 
counts of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill  to  im>- 
vide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  United  States;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  petition  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  Circuit  Judge,  and  others,  praying  the 
times  of  holding  the  United  Stales'  Court  in  the 
Western  District  of  Pennsylvania  may  be  changed, 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  conunittee  appointed  on 
the  16th  instantj  who  were  directed  to  ascertain 
whether  convenient  apartments  could  be  had  in 
the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  committees  and  officers  of  the  Senate, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  TicHEXf  OR  presented  the  memorial  of  Mark 
Richards,  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying  an 
allowvnce  of  interest  on  a  balance  that  was  doe 
and  paid  him^  on  a  contract  with  the  Secretary  of 
War,  for  rations  furnished  during  the  late  war 
with  Qreat  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Sanfobo  prasented  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart, 
praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with  Great  oritai!! ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Champlin,  surveyor  of  New  London,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion for  his  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any  legal  provisions  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts  of  said 
District  in  Washington  county,  and  for  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  that  court. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  lf6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  what  provisions 
are  necessary  to  ^ive  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  within  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tke 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reviving  the  act  of  1806,  entitled  **An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,''  which 
expired  at  the  dose  of  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  for  appointing  certain 
officers;  and  a&reed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  tne  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  was  read 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
MiUtary  Afiairs. 
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ScNATIi. 


The  bill  authorizing;  the  purchase  of  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, published  by  John  Binns,  ivas  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  *<An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes 
of  State  Papers ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
enfiTossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  the  internal 
duties  and  direct  tax,  required  by  law;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Besohed,  That  the  Bcrgeant-at-Arins  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  directed  to- sell  the  fnrntture  lately  in  the  nee 
of  the  Senate,  which  shall  be  foond  no  longer  useful, 
for  the  beat  price  that  can  be  obtained  for  it,  and  to 
pay  the  proceeds  into  the  contingent  fund. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  8th  instant,  and  agreed  thereto,  as 

folloiKT^a: 

Hesttived^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  relations 
with  Spain,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  Dn  Foreign 
Relstions. 

Res^lvedt  That  ao  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Bnance,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre* 
sident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  manufactures, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
ndent  of  the  United  Sutea  as  relates  lo  violations  of 
our  neatraiitj,  be  nhmd  to  the  CoouiiUtee  ob  the 
Judiciary. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Messagjeof  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  desigoation 
of  particular  ports  for  the  admibaion  of  foreign  ahipa  of 
war  and  privateers,  be  referred  to  \i)e  Contmittee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Revoked,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
cident  of  the  United  States  a«  relates  to  commercial 
intercourse  bet\veen  the  United  States  and  the  Britinh 
posseasions  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  North  America, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 

To  the  SenaU  and  Houee  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  states  .* 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  uf  Congress  of  the 
27th  March,  1818,  the  Journals,  ^ctn,  and  Proceed- 
ingfl,  of  the  Convention  which  farmed  the  present 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slate-  hns  Icen  {iuttli.shed. 
The  resolution  directs  that  one  thousand  cop.es  should 


be  printed,  of  which  one  copy  should  be  furnished  to 
eacn  member  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  snd  the  resi- 
due to  be  subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  Congress. 
The  number  of  copies  sufficient  to  supply  the  mem- 
bers of  the  late  Congress  having  been  reserved  for  that 
purpose,  the  remainder  are  now  depoatted  at  the  De- 
partment of  State,  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress. 
The  documents  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the 
27th  March,  1818,  are  in  the  proceas  of  publication. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
DscixBxa  17, 1819. 

The  Message  was  read. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  following  Messaffe  waa  also  received  from 
the  PasawsNT  op  tbs  Umitid  Statbb  : 

To  ike  SenaU  smd  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

Boose  doabt  being  entertatiied  raspectiDg  the  tme 
inloBt  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  en- 
citlad  *«An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibittDg  the 
slave  trade,''  as  to  the  duties  of  the  agents  to  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  think  it  proper  to  state 
the  interpretation  which  has  been  given  of  the  act,  and 
the  measures  adopted  to  eanry  it  into  efisct,  that  Con- 
greaa  may,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  amend  the 
same,  before  ftirther  proceeding  is  had  nnder  it 

The  obligatioD  to  instruct  ihe  commanders  of  all  our 
armed  vessels  to  seise  and  bring  into  port  all  ships  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found,  having 
OD  board  anv  negro,  mulatto^  or  peraon  of  color,  in 
violation  of  former  acta  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
I  trade,  being  imperative,  was  eiecuted  without  delay. 
No  aeiBures  have  yet  been  made,  but,  aa  they  were 
contemplated  by  the  law,  and  might  be  presumed,  it 
seemed  proper  to  make  the  necessary  regulations,  ap- 
plicable to  such  seiaures,  for  carrying  the  several  pro- 
viaions  of  the  act  into  e0ect 

It  ia  enjoined  on  the  Executive  to  cause  all  negroes, 
multtttoes,  or  persons  of  color,  who  may  be  taken  un- 
der the  act,  to  be  removed  to  Africa.  It  is  the  obvious 
import  of  the  law,  that  none  of  the  persons  thus  taken 
should  remain  within  the  United  States ;  and  no  place, 
other  than  the  coast  of  Africa,  being  deaignated,  their 
removal  or  delivery,  whether  carried  from  the  United 
States,  or  landed  immediately  from  the  veasels  in  whidi 
they  were  taken,  waa  supposed  to  be  confined  to  that 
coast.  No  settlement  or  station  being  specified,  the 
whole  onast  was  thought  to  be  left  open  tot  the  aelee- 
tion  of  a  proper  place  at  which  the  persona  thus  taken 
should  be  delivered.  The  Executive  is  authorised  tn 
appoint  one  or  more  agents,  reaiding  there,  to  rsoatve 
aoch  persons ;  and  one  hundred  thouaand  ddiara  ate 
appropriated  for  the  general  purpoaes  of  the  law. 

On  due  consideration  of  the  several  sections  of  the 
set,  and  of  its  humane  policy,  it  was  supposed  to  be 
the  intention  of  Congress  that  all  the  persons  above 
deitcribed,  who  might  be  taken  under  it  and  landed  in 
Africa,  should  be  aided  in  their  return  to  their  former 
bomea,  or  in  their  estahlishmont  at  or  near  the  place 
where  landed.    Some  shelter  and  food  would  be  ne- 
cessary lor  them  there,  as  soon  as  landed,  let  their  anb- 
sequt'ni  dinpositiuq  be  what  it  might.    Should  they  be 
land*  d  wiihout  such  provision  having  been  previously 
nmdu,  ihfy  might  perish.    It  was  supposed,  by  the  au- 
i  Uiority   given  to  the  Executive  to  appoint  agents  re- 
aiiliiig  on  that  luiant,  that  they  should  provide  such 
'  bh«*lti>r  and  r«>od,  and  perform  the  other  beneficent  and 
'  chuntublf  officea  contemplated  by  the  act.    The  coast 
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,of  Africm  hftving  been  little  explored^  and  no  peraons 
rending  there  who  poetesied  the  requisite  quaJificm- 
tiona  to  entitle  them  to  the  truet,  being  known  to  the 
Executive,  to  none  such  could  it  be  committed.  It 
was  believed  that  citizens  only,  who  would  go  hence 
well  instructed  in  the  views  of  their  Government,  and 
zealous  to  give  them  effisct,  would  be  competent  to  these 
duties,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  law  to 
preclude  their  appointment.  It  was  obvious  that  the 
longer  these  persons  ahonid  be  detained  in  the  United 
Btatea,  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal,  the  greater  would 
be  the  expense,  and  that  for  the  same  term  would  the 
main  purpose  of  the  law  be  suspended.  It  seemed, 
therefore,  to  be  incumbent  on  me  to  make  the  necea- 
•ary  arrangements  for  carrying  this  act  into  eflect  in 
AfHca,  in  time  to  meet  the  delivery  of  any  persons 
who  might  be  taken  by  the  public  veaseb  aiid  landed 
there  under  it. 

On  this  view  of  the  policy  and  sanctions  of  the  law, 
it  haa  been  decided  to  send  a  public  ship  to  the  coast 
of  Africa,  with  two  such  agents,  who  will  take  with 
them  tools,  and  other  implemeots,  necessary  for  the 
purposes  above  mentioned.  To  each  of  these  agents 
%  small  salary  haa  been  allowed — ^fiAeen  hundred  dol- 
lars to  the  principal  and  twelve  hundred  to  the  other. 
All  our  public  agents  on  the  coast  of  Africa  receive 
salaries  for  their  aervices,  and  it  vras  understood  that 
none  of  our  citizens*  poeseastng  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions, would  accept  these  trusts,  by  which  they  would 
be  confined  to  parts  the  least  frequented  and  ctvtiiied, 
without  a  reasonable  compensation.  Such  allowanos^ 
therefore,  seemed  to  be  indiqwnsable  to  the  execution 
of  the  act.  It  is  intended  also  to  subject  a  portion  of 
the  sum  a^ropriated,  to  the  order  of  the  principal 
agent,  for  the  special  objects  above  stated,  amounting 
in  the  whole,  including  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for 
one  year,  to  rather  lesa-than  one-third  of  the  appro- 
priation. Bpeciai  inatructions  will  be  g:iven  to  these 
agenta,  defining,  in  predse  terms,  their  duties,  in  re- 
gard to  the  persons  thus  delivered  to  them ;  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  money  by  the  principal  agent;  and 
his  accountability  for  the  same.  They  will  also  have 
power  to  select  the  most  suitable  place,  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  at  which  all  persons  who  may  be  taken 
under  this  act  shall  be  delivered  to.  them,  with  an 
express  injunction  to  exercise  no  power  founded  on 
the  principle  of  culomzation,  or  other  power  than  that 
of  performing  the  benevolent  offices  above  recited,  by 
the  permission  and  sanction  of  the  existing  Govern- 
ment under  which  they  may  establish  themselves. 
Orders  will  bo  given  to  the  oommander  of  the  public 
ship  in  which  they  will  sail,  to  cruise  along  the  coast, 
to  give  the  more  complete  effect  to  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  act. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DXGXMBXB  17,  1619. 

The  Message  was  read. 


Tuesday,  Decen^ber  21. 

Mr.  SAjf  FORD  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
DeUifieid,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  com- 
pensation for  certain  loan  office  certificates  held 
by  him,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Haynes  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  certain  post  route,  as  stated  in 


the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  ^ 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Burr  ILL  presented  the  petition  of  Josqi^ 
Abom,  surveyor  of  the  port  oi  Pawtuxet,  witkc 
the  district  of  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhoii 
Island,  praying  additional  compensation  for  b 
services ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refeirei 
to  the  Conmiitteeon  Commerce  and  Manafactui& 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Samie 
F.  Hookerj  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  » 
deomification  for  certain  property  captured  ui 
condemned  hy  the  enemy  during  the  late  vear  ins 
Great  Britain,  as  stated  m  the  petition ;  w^hich  v« 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claios. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  reLielt/ 
Samuel  Ward,  reported  the  same  without  amea^ 
ment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  saoie  conunittee,  i 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  renorted  a  bill  fa 
the  relief  of  Eli  Hart ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  ui 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Thoma 
Hardeman,  of  Howard  coontir,  in  the  Missoor 
Territory,  praving  that  his  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  land,  described  in  the  petition,  may  be  perfected : 
and  the  petition  was  reaa,  and  refared  to  the  Coo- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented,  the  petition  of  Caleb  E 
Hall,  and  others,  of  Bucksport,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  also  the  pe 
tition  of  Jonathan  Stevens,  and  others,  of  Castine. 
in  said  State,  praying  that  the  sums  paid  by  thea 
respectively  tor  certain  duties,  maybe  refunded: 
and  the  petitions  were  severally  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  fa 
consideration : 

Retoktd^  That  the  CommittM  on  Pnblic  Lands  te 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieaoy  of  0001101- 
ing  in  force  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  tn  auspend,  fori 
limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  Ibr  fiiilmt 
in  completing  the  payments  thereon,"  until  the  31c 
of  March,  1822. 

Mr.  Macon  piesented  the  petition  of  Benjamiz 
Putn^,  praying  relief  in  consideration  of  his  ss^ 
vices  in  the  Revolutionary  war ;  and  the  petitia 
was  read,  and  feferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiis^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tfat^ 
motion  of  the  20th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Conh 
niittee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laws  concerning  the  sale  c 
public  lands ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  th' 
motion  of  the  20th  instant,  for  directing  the  sale  c 
the  furniture  lately  in  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolvedy  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Buildin^rs,  to  report  what  disposition 
ought  to  be  made  of  the  furniture  lately  in  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  and  now  not  in  use. 

The  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Mame,  was  read  a  second  time^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
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the  porehase  of  a  certain  ninnber  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Binns ;  -and  the  two  first  blanks  having  been  filled, 
the  first  with  "  200,"  and  the  second  with  "  nine," 
the  bill  WIS  reported  to  the  House ;  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  ?" 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Matthew  Barrow ;  and  no  amendment  having 

beea  made  thereto,  it- was  reported  to  the  House, 

and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read,  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

leport  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  16th 

instant,  who  were  directed  to  ascertain  whether 

convenient  apartments  could  be  had  in  the  north 

wing  of  the  Capitol,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 

committees  ana  omcera  of  the  Senate ;  and  the 

same  havinsbeen  agreed  to,  it  vras 

Regolved^  That  the  proper  officers,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possiMe,  cause  the  enumerated  eight  rooms 
to  be  labelled,  and  furnished  accordingly. 

Mr.  HuNTERj  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  pursuant  to  instructions,  reported 
a  bill  prOTiding  for  the  accomtnodation  or  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  the  District  of  Columlna,  in  the 
county  of  Washington;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read,  oy  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  en^ossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  Walkbr,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  Rebecca  C.  Appling,  sister  and  legal  represen- 
tative of  the  late  Colonel  Daniel  Appling,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  deceased,  praying  that 
provision  may  be  made  by  law^  allownur  the  legal 
representative  of  Colonel  Appling,  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  fought  under  him  in  the  battle  of 
Sandv  Creek^  the  amount  of  the  property  captured ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Williamson^  representing  that  he  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  now  in  indig^ence,  and 
praying  a  pensionj  or  some  other  relief,  in  consid- 
eration of  his  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
&nd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.' 


W£D]ifi0DAT,  December  22. 

William  R.  King,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
LegisUture  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  produced  hi» 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  nis  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  netition  of  Walter 
Channing,  surviving  partner  or  the  house  of  Gihbs 
and  Channing,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  praying  restitution  of  a  certain  sum  (Mud 
by  than  for  duties  on  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  im- 
ported in  the  ship  Mount  Hope,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1B03,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  James  War- 
len,  of  Plymouth)  Massachusetts,  who  was  a  lieu- 
tenant of  marines  on  board  the  frigate  Alliance, 
lielonging  to,  and  in  the  service  of,  the  United 
States,  conunanded  by  Peter  Landais,  in  the  Rev- 
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olutionary  war,  praying  remuneration,  in  lieu  of 
prize  money,  for  his  shares  of  certain  ships  cap- 
tured, as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  G. 
Perkins,  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  prayinff  re- 
dress for  an  outrage  committed  by  Henry  Chris- 
tophe,  in  seizing  and  confiscating  a  large  amount 
of  property  in  the  ports  of  the  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, under  his  dominion,  by  his  decree  of  the 
3d  of  January,  1811,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Rdations. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  or  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, praying  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river ;  and  also  tlie 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Green,  and  of  Jack- 
son county,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  represent- 
ing that  tne  mouth  of  the  Pasca^tua  river  is  the 
most  suitable  place  for  a  port  ot  entry  and  deliv- 
ery in  that  State,  and  praying  that  it  may  be 
designated  as  sucn  by  the  competent  authority  j 
and  the  memorial  and  petitions  were  severally  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ana 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanforu  presented  the  memorial  of  Noah 
Brown,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the 
private  armed  brig  Warrior^  praying  that  they  may 
be  indemnified  from  loss,  m  consequence  of  the 
malconduct  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
New  York,  to  whom  had  been  paid,  by  the  order 
of  that  court,  the  proceeds  of  tne  brig  Dundee, 
which  brig  had  been  libelled  and  condemned  as 
lawful  prize,  as  stated  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  reaa,ana  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  continuing  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the 
payments  thereon,"  until  the  31st  of  March,  1822 ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ward ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
'  been  made,  it  was  reported  to  die  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bin  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  v^as  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers 
vras  read  a  third  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  Dedaration  of  Independ- 
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ence,  published  hj  John  Binns,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and,  on  motion  bv  Mr.  Morril,  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Palmer  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

RcMohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactarea  beiaatracted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  importationay  free  of  duty,  of  the 
raw  stone  from  which  oil-stones  are  manufactored,  into 
the  United  SUtea. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joan  A.  Dix,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Logan,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  Matthew  LyoiK  of  Eddyrille, 
Kentucky,  prayine  compensation  for  certain  losses 
and  sufferings  under  the  act  commonly  called  the 
Sedition  Law,  presented  on  the  14th  instant,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 

Rewdved^  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertam 
the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of 
Alabama  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  to  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the 
Constitution  requires. 

That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box  three 
papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  3 ;  each  Sen- 
ator shall  draw  out  one  paper ;  the  Senator  who 
shall  draw  No.  1,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  term  of  service  wUl  expire  on  the 
dd  of  March,  1821 ;  the  Senator  who  shall  draw 
No.  2,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  term  of  service  expires  on  the  3d  of  March. 
1823 ;  and  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  No.  3,  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  expires  on  the  3d  of  March,  1825. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above  mentioned  were, 
by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  box ; 
when  Mr.  King  drew  No.  2,  and  is  accordingly  of 
the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  will 
expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1823 ;  and  Mr.  Walker 
drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Sen- 
ators whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1825. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Unicm : 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Rcogles  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

'Rluolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  ezpedieney  of  providing 
W  law  for  the  aettlement  of  tho  claim  of  Thomas 
Haoter. 


Thursday,  December  23. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  22d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  imnortations,  free 
of  duty,  of  the  raw  stone  from  which  oil-fitonea  Rte 


manu&ctured,  into  die  United  States,  and  agm 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideration  of  & 
motion  of  the  82d  instant,  for  instiiicting  the  Coc 
mittee  of  Claims  to  inqnire  into  the  exmdiencr  •: 
providing  by  law  for  the  settlenwnt  of  the  daisc 
Thomas  Honter;  and  afi;reed  thereto. 

Mr.  Blacoif  submittea  the  following  motioo  p 
consideration : 

Re9ohedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  JadidtiTb 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  preKrl^ 
ing  by  faiw  the  mode  of  quartering  soldien  dariagn 
ID  the  hooaea  of  dtiiena,  when  the  pnbKc  extgcsos 
may  make  it  neeeaaarj,  and  the  mooa  by  whick  p* 
vate  property  may  be  taken  for  pablae  vao ;  rliin|H 
ing*  partteuJariy,  hj  whaoe  ordera  pniporty  maj  Ir 
taken*  the  manner  of  asoertaiung  ita  valae^  and  » 
mode  by  which  the  ownor  ahaU  receive,  with  ihs  is 


poasible  delay,  the  Mat  oompeoaation  for  the 
which  he  is  entitled  by  the  Conatitution  of  tho  Imb 
Sutes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rorsrts,  the  Conunittir ' 
Clainus  to  wnom  was  referred  tlH;  petition  of  i^^ 
beoca  C.  Appling,  were  diBchai|[ed  frooi  the  h 
ther  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  referred 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiiirs. 

The  Senate  reaomed,  as  in  Committee  of  t» 
Whole,  the  eonaidention  of  the  bill  for  the  relf  { 
of  John  A.  Dix ;  and  the  further  considefatii 
thereof  was  noatponed  until  Monday  next 

The  bill  aeclaring  the  consent  of  Congre&«  u 
the  adminion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Uua 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  eonsidered  » is 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  having  Ws 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wa 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was  rsi 
a  third  tim&  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart  was  reaL  t 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SANFORn  presented  the  petition  of  Vincei 
Grant,  praying  compensation  for  property  destzi5ti 

gf  the  enemy,  duriiijg  the  late  war  with  G^ 
ritain ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refee^ 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RoRRRTB  presented  the  petition  of  Di'^ 
Henly,  late  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  praying  c« 
pensation  for  a  number  of  arms  impressed  intc^ 
serrice  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  f 
tion;  which  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  Ci 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Trimrlr  submitted  the  foUowing  n»c^ 
for  consideration: 

Bem>ived,  That  tho  Coaamittoo  on  PeaoioiM  hi 
alroctod  to  iaqotre  into  the  eipedioncy  of  ptrndaf 
the  peaaion  liat  WiUiam  G.  Sernsi  late  a  sad 
lientonant  in  the  corpa  of  United  Statea  rangers. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning 


Monday,  December  ^. 

Danibl  D.  Tompkihs,  Vice  President  of 
United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate, 
tended  and  took  the  Chair. 

^DWARD  LLorn,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  conti 
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as  aoch  to  the  tliird  day  of  Marcli,  1825,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat 
Henry  Johnson,  from  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
attended  this  day. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  23d  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciaqr  to  inquue  into  the  expediency  of  pre- 
scriiuDg  by  law  the  mode  of  quartering  soldiers 
during  war  in  the  houses  of  citizens ;  the  mode  by 
wlu'ch  prirate  property  may  be  taken  for  public 
Qse,  and  by  whose  orders  it  may  be  taken ;  the 
manner  of  asicertaininff  its  Talue,  and  the  mode  by 
which  the  owner  shall  be  compensated  i  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  of 
the  23d  instant,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions to  inquire  ibto  the  expediency  of  placing 
William  G.  Senr^,  late  a  second  lieutenant  m 
rangers,  on  the  pension  list ;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to*niorrow. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelve  rolumes  of  State  Papers ;  and 
the  further^  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix;  and  the  further  ccmsideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  John  Winton^  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
stating  that  he  is  lawfully  entitled  to  two  tracts  of 
land,  one  lying  in  Hainilton,  and  the  other  in 
Roane  county,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  of  the 
use  and  occufjancy  of  which  he  has  been  deprived 
by  the  provisions  of  the  two  treaties  lately  made 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  praying  relief,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Sarah  F.  Chotard,  praying  to  be  con- 
firmed in  her  claim  to  two  tracts  of  land  lying  on 
the  Bayou  Sara,  near  Natchez ;  or  that  she  may 
be  permitted  to  locate  the  same  quantity  dsewhere, 
of  equal  quality,  for  reasons  stated  in  tne  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on. 
Public  Landsi 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Phineas 
Cole^  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  prajring  a 
pension,  in  consideration  of  Revolutionary  sn&r- 
ines  and  sacrifices ;  and  the  petition  was  ready  and 
retened  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  presented  the  petition  of  J<^  Carl- 
ton and  BUsha  Douglass,  praying  pensions,  for 
reasons  stated  ift  the  petition ;  wnicn  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rhoda  Crawford,  praying  to  be  permitted 
to  change  her  entry  lor  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  for  reasons  stated  in  her 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Ro BESTS  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Newton  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
mannfactorers  of  corks,  praying  an  increase  of 
duty  on  imported  eorks,  for  reasons  stated  in  the 


petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Comr 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Oris  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  merchants  of  Boston,  and  other  towns  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  act,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  In- 
graham,  surriyinff  partner  of  Nathaniel  Insnihain 
db  Son,  and  of  Robert  Hazlehurst  and  WilUara 
Smith,  jun.,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  payment 
of  a  certam  ralance  due  the  United  States  by  the 
said  Nathaniel  Ingraham  &  SoUi  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Gaillaro  presoited  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Hightower,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  the  iiyury  done  to  his  neffro 
man  whilst  afibrding  aid  in  extricating  a  staffed 
wagon  laden  with  ordnance  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  Fall  of  1817,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanforu  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  ]nay- 
ing  that  the  credits  on  the  duties  accruing  on  im- 
ports may  be  abolished ;  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent, 
may  be  imposed,  upon  all  foreign  and  domestic 
^oods  sold  by  auction,  with  the  exception  of  farm- 
ing stock  and  utensils,  ^oods  sold  under  execution 
or  otherwise^  by  direction  of  courts  of  law ;  that 
the  importation  of  cotton  goods  may  be  restricted 
to  such  as  haye  been  manufactured  from  tfie  raw 
material  grown  in  the  United  States,  by  increasing 
the  duties  on  all  cotton  of  foreign  growth ;  and 
that  such  alterations,  amendments,  and  increase  of 
the  tariff  may  be  made,  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress may  seem  meet ;  and  the  memorial  was  read^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  dty  of  Phila- 
delphia, presented  on  the  9th  instant,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  oQ'the  Judiciuy. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  the  existing  rules  rat  conduct- 
ing busmess  in  the  Senate,  with  alterations  and 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainii; 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler,  which 
read,  and  .passed  to  a  second  reading. 


I 


Tuesday,  December  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  William  G.  Seryis  on  the  pension  list,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  hai  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cominittee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  conddentioii  of  the  bill  dedftriiur  the 
consent  of  Gonffrem  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Ma&Qe  into  die  Union ;  and  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  sabscription  for 
the  elcYenth  and  twelfth  Tolmnes  of  State  Papers 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wh<4e,  the  consideration  of  die  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix,  and  no  amendment  haying  been 
pioposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  HcMise,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Paliibr  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

ReBohed,  That  the  Committea  on  Pott  Offices  tnd 
Post  Roads  be  imtracted  to  inqotre  into  the  eipedi- 
encj  of  establishing  a  poet  route  from  Montpelier  to 
DanTiUe,  in  the  State  of  Vermoot 

-  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Reiohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Natchez,  in  the 
State  of  MiiaiMippi,  by  the  way  of  Franklin,  Monti- 
cello,  Covington  Couithouae,  and  Wincheiter,  to  St 
Stephens,  in  Alabama. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRESIUENT  OF  TBS  Ulf  ITED  StaTE8  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

IUpre$entaiive»  of  the  United  State$ : 

On  the  2.3d  of  February,  1808,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  transmitted  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Madison,  upon  the 
case  of  the  Danish  brigantme  Henrick,  and  her  cargo, 
bdonging  to  citizens  of  Hamburg,  recommending  die 
claim  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congreee.  In 
February,  1806,  it  was  again  presented,  by  a  Message 
from  the  President,  to  the  consideration  of  Congiess, 
but  has  not  since  been  definitively  acted  upon. 

The  Miniater  resident  from  Denmaik,  and  the  Con- 
sul General  from  Hamburg,  having  recently  renewed 
applications  in  behalf  of  the  respective  owners  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  their 
communications  for  the  Airther  consideration  of  the 
Le^ature ;  upon  whose  files  all  the  documents  re- 
lating to  the  claim  are  still  existing. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DxcxjiBia  24ft  1819. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  following  Message  was  also  leceired  from 
the  PasBiDBNT  OP  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houu  of 

Hepreeentathee  of  the  United  State$: 
I  tranamit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings,  which,  with  the  accom- 
panying docaments,  will  exhibit  the  preient  atate  of 
those  buildinga,  and  the  expenditures  thereon,  during 
the  year  ending  the  80th  of  September  last 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Dscxxan  Si,  1818. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
woe  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  RoBBRTs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  | 


to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jasper  Pa 
rishy  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolutia 
that  the  petitioner  hare  leaye  to  withdraw  L 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  reuL 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  cominittee.  t 
whom  wasrefened  the  petition  of  EJcnjamin Poi 
ney,  made  a  r^ort,  accompanied  by  a  rewloba 
that  the  netitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  he  pet 
tion.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  reaad. 

Mr.  SANroRu,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  FinaiR 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  hi 
for  the  relief  of  certain  ptfsons  who  hare  pu 
duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castor 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  aeeoa 
reading. 

Mr.  DiCKRRSOM,  from  the  select  ooiiunitttt.k 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  propoainf  a 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uaitt 
States,  as  it  rnpects  the  choice  of  Election  of  ft 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Staia 
and  the  election  of  RepieaentatiTes  in  the  Gi- 
gress  of  the  United  States,  reported  it  witte 
amendment 

Mr.  LooAM  submitted  the  foUowiag  motion  k 
consideration : 

Seeolvedf  That,  aa  the  content  and  happineet  i 
the  people  cannot  be  expected,  under  cettiaiona,  la 
the  want  of  harmony  between  their  govemmenta,tha 
therefore,  the  Committee  on  the  Jodiciuy  be  » 
Btructed  to  inquire  whether  provieione  may  nef  k 
duly  made,  by  law,  for  the  removal,  from  any  8m. 
of  the  branchee  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  8iaMi 
upon  the  rcqueat  of  the  Legialatnra  of  escb  9mt. 
except  during  thoee  periods  of  war,  wbon  tb«  pok 
good  and  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  ahaJI  other** 
require.    . 

JKeeohed^  That  said  committee  be  aim  iostreea 
to  inquire,  whether  the  charter  of  tbe  Bank  of  a 
United  Statea  cannot  be  so  amended,  aa  that  aaj  fl> 
isen  of  the  United  Statea  may  obtain  lalbrmtfiK 
from  the  Bank,  or  ita  branohea,  of  the  amoont  of  dill 
dae,  or  which  ahall  have  been  contracted  therein.  If 
any  person  or  persons  whalsoever,  either  ae  princ^ 
or  endoraer. 

And  that,  in  order  more  eflectually  to  guard  agatf 
the  partioHtiee  and  faxwitiam  into  which  inatitaM 
of  the  kind  are  ao  prone  to  run,  and  to  pr«vcoii 
some  degree,  aa  a  conaeqoeooe  thereof  sacrificff^ 

Sroperty,  and  the  aednction  of  civil  and  political  rifka 
leoohed^  That  the  aaid  committee  be  further  ■ 
strueted  to  inquire,  whether  proniftoa  cannot  bo  i^ 
lady  made  by  law,  for  requiring,  that,  from  and  ^ 

the day  of  -— ^  the  proper  olficeia  of  tin 

baaka  ahall  certify  to  thb  OoveraaMnt  tbe  Mi 
with  the  amme  of  all  peraona  and  fiims  ind«bidi(| 
their  reepective  banks,  where  the  anount  shall  exii 

the  cam  of dollars,  and  the  duration  of  iH 

debta  ahall  have  been  for  a  greater  length  of  m 
than  , 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  tbe  petition  of  Joflf 
Ward,  of  the  Stale  of  New  Hampshire,  unyi 
a  pension  for  Rerolutionarr  serrices,  and  tike  p 
tion  was  read,  and  rderrea  to  the  Conunittecil 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Gaillaru  presented  the  petition  of  Ai^ 
bald  B.  Lord  and  others,  m  behalf  of  the  offi] 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  cutter  Boxer,  ji 
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in^  that  one-fourth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  brig 
Diaoa,  and  her  cargo,  libellea  and  condemned  for 
a  Tiolation  of  the  non-intercourse  law,  may  be 
distributed  among  them ;  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflkirs. 

Mr.  Gaillard  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Jennings  O'Bannon,  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
reimbunement  of  certain  expenses  incurreci  by 
hiiDj  in  defending  a  suit  wrongfully  instituted 
ig&mst  him  by  the  United  States ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Brown,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  stating  that  he 
purchased  in  Philadelphia  a  number  of  German 
redemptioners,  for  a  term  of  years;  that,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio^  on  his  way  to  Tennessee,  he  was 
forcibly  dispoflsessed  of  said  serrants  and  himself 
imprisoned  by  certain  individuals,  citizens  of  Ohio ; 
that  he  is  advised,  that  redress  for  such  injuries 
can  only  be  obtained  by  suits  at  law ;  and  believing 
the  prejudices  of  the  people  of  Ohio  have  been  so 
excited  against  him,  as  to  prevent  an  impartial 
administration  of  justice  in  that  State  in  his  case, 
he  prays  that  an  act  may  be  passed  by  Congress, 
changing  the  venue  to  Tennessee,  or  an  adjoining 
State;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Conunittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  D1CKEB8ON  presented,  tne  petition  of  Ann 
Vreeland  and  others,  surviving  executors  of  Nich- 
olas Vreeland,  deceased,  praying  payment  for  a 
certificate  issued  in  1778,  to  the  deceased,  by  Ben- 
iamin  Thompson,  Commissioner  for  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  for  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  sixty^ix  cents,  bearing  interest  from  Ist  Jan- 
uary of  that  year,  which  was  accidentally  destroy- 
ed ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  aliip  owners  of  Boston,  praying  the 
adoption  of  ipeasures  to  countervail  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  now  imposed /by  certain  foreign 
nations  on  American  shipping  and  their  cargoes; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 
And  on  motion  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


WEDNEsoAr,  December  29. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  DirectDr  of  the  Mmt,  giving,  the  result  of 
wndry  essays  made  of  sevenu  species  of  foreign 
coins,  made  current  in  the  United  States,  by  an 
act  of  Congress ;  and  the  letter  and  report  were 
read. 

Mr.  BnaniLL  presented  the  meoiorial  of  the  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manufacturers  residing  in  Provi- 
nce and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  protection  of 
Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refened 
to  the  Conunittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^yon  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Jasper  Parriah,  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  the 
petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Conmiittee  of  ClaimS| 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown 
and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution, that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca' Hodg- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Nevill,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  to 
be  dischatffed  from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds, 
given  for  duties,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Uommittee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  28th  instant  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Montpelier  to  Danville,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  28th  instant  for  instructing  the  same 
conmiittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  ])ost  route  from  Natchez,  in  the  State  ei 
Mississippi,  by  the  way  of  Franklin,  Montiodlo, 
Covington  Courthouse,  and  Winchester,  to  St. 
Stenhen^s.  in  Alabama,  and  a^jreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have 
I>aid  duties  on  certain  eoods  imported  into  Cas- 
tine.  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  present^  a  statement  of  trade 
between  the  port  of  New  York  and  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1819;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  ther^  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  Mtased  a 
bill,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Dentcmy 
Little,  &  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  Ndw 
York ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  die 
r^ef  of  William  McDonald,  administrator  of 
James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain  in  Jhe 
Army  of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they 
reouest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  ser- 
erally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
W9S  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MISSOURI  TERRITORT. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Missouri  Territory,  praying  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  separate  and  mdependent  State ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  meiaorial  is  as  follows : 
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To  the  honorable  the  Sentte  uid  Hoose  of  RepraMo- 

Utivef  of  Ihe  United  Stotee  of  Amerieo  in  Congreai 

MeemUed :  The  memoriel  of  the  Legislative  Cooncil 

and  Honee  of  Repranntativef  of  the  Terrilofj  of 

MiMonri,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  people  of 

•aid  Territofy,  respectiiilly  thoweth  : 

That  their  Territory  oootaina  at  preeent  a  popnla- 

tion  little  ihort  of  one  hnndred  thoneand  MNile,  which 

]•  daiij  increanng  with  a  rapidity  almoet  onezanpled ; 

tiiat  their  territorial  limits  are  too  extensiTe  to  admit 

of  a  convenient*  proper,  and  eqnal  adminirtratioo  of 

Government ;  and  that  the  present  interest  and  ac- 

commodation»  as  well  as  the  fatnre  growth  and  pro^ 

peri^  of  their  conntiy,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 

theJoUowing  dirision,  which  yonr  memorialists  propose, 

to  the  end  that  the  people  may  be  anthorised  by  law 

to  form  a  constitotien  and  establish  a  State  government 

within  the  following  limits : 

Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Misdssippi  river,  at  the  thirty-sixth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  mnnuig  thenoe  In  a  direct 
line  to  the  month  of  the  Big  Black  river,  (a  brandi  of 
White  river;)  thence  op  the  main  branch  of  White 
river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof,  to 
where  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minntes 
noxth  latitade  crosses  the  same;  thenee,  with  that 
parallel  of  latitude,  due  west,  to  a  point  from  whkh  a 
dne  north  line  will  cross  the  Missonri  river  at  the 
month  of  Wolf  river ;  thenoe  doe  north  to  a  point  dne 
west  of  the  mouth  of  Boc;^  river ;  thenoe  dne  east  to 
the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  Misstss- 
mpi,  opposite  the  month  of  Rock  river;  and  thenoe 
oown  the  river  Mississippi,  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

These  are  limits  to  which,  to  a  soperficial  obeerver, 
glancing  over  the  chart  of  our  conntiy,  wonld  seem  a 
Uttle  nnreasooable  snd  extravagant,  but  which  a  slight 
attention  to  its  geography  (or  more  properly  to  its  to- 
pography) will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  yonr  honorable 
body  are  not  only  proper,  but  necessary.  Ths  districts 
of  country  that  are  fertile  and  susceptible  of  settlement 
are  small,  and  are  detached  and  separated  from  each 
other  at  great  distances  by  immense  plains  and  barren 
tracts,  which  mutt  for  sges  remain  waste  and  unin- 
habited. These  distant  frontier  settlements,  thus  in- 
enlated,  must  ever  be  weak  and  powerless  in  them- 
selves, and  can  only  become  important  and  respectable 
hj  being  united ;  and  one  of  the  great  objects  your 
memoriaUsts  have  in  view  is  the  formation  of  an  elle» 
loal  barrier  for  the  future  against  Indian  inenrsiona, 
by  pushing  forward  and  fostering  a  strong  settlement 
on  the  little  river  Platte  to  the  west,  and  on  the  Dee 
to  the  north. 


Yonr  memorialiits  are  free  to  declare,  and  are  happy 
in  declaring,  that  they  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  en- 
forcing their  wishes  by  an  elaborate  deUil  of  the  blee- 
iing  of  self-government,  or  a  particular  enumeration 
of  the  rights  and  immunities  guarantied  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  ceseion.  Your  memorialists  feel  a  firm  con- 
fidence, founded  on  the  wise  and  generous  policy 
heretofore  puitued  by  your  honorable  body,  (and  to 
which  they  owe  their  exiitence  as  a  portion  of  the 
great  American  fiunily,)  that  they  need  only  pray  to 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  show  that  it  is 
not  only  '*  possible,"  but  convenient  and  proper,  (ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,) 
to  have  their  prayer  answered. 

There  are  many  grievances  of  which  your  memo- 
rialists might  complain,  and  comj^n  heavily,  too,  and 


y  that  are  much  men  endy  felt  llwa  deneribsd: 
yet  moat  of  thorn,  it  mast  bo  eonfesoad,  are  inaeparaUt 
from  the  form  of  government  nnder  which  they  lire. 
and  none  of  them  have  been  impoeed  tfaroogh  cfaois 
by  the  General  Government ;  and  yonr  memorialim 
can  feel  no  wish  or  motive  now  to  complain  of  tii 
grievmnees  they  have  long  borne  with  pttticath: 
cheered  with  the  hope  that  their  sofleringa  most  me 
have  an  end,  they  wonld  choose  rather  to  forget  then. 
Thnre  are,  however,  rights,  privilegei,  and  immnnidB 
bdonging  to  citiaens  of  the  United  States,  ^rbich  vac 
memoriaUsts  vronid  proudly  claim,  to  which ,  tbiT 
aspire,  and  with  which  they  pray  to  be  inviesied 
Tbeesb  they  fondly  believe,  should  not,  and  will  is 
now,  be  regarded  by  yonr  honorable  bodjy  as  wm 
matteffs  of  graee  and  fever. 

And  thoogh  the  enclosed  doenaaents  ana  not  so  m- 
isfectoiy  as  your  mcmorisJials  wonld  wish  to  haveir 
vrarded,  they  may  atill  serve  to  show  yon  that  the  yif 
nlation  induded  within  the  counties  of  New  If  adni 
Lavrrenoe,  St.  Genevieve,  Cape  Girardeau,  Washiaf- 
ton,  St.  Louis,  St  Charies,  and  Howard,  (whidi  e 
vrithin  the  above  limits,)  is  mora  than  equal  to  &* 
number  of  inhabitaals  heretofore  required  by  the  h« 
and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  a> 
mission  of  any  new  State  into  the  Union  ;  md  thti 
whilst  every  thing  is  hoped  for  from  the  spirit  of  a  gci 
erous  and  enlightened  policy,  much  might  have  beet 
clatmed  in  justice  on  the  faith  of  the  treaty  of  ceean 

DAVID  BARTON, 
Sptakir  of  the  House  of  RepreaoiUaiivu* 
BENJAMIN  SMMONS. 
Prendeni  tfthe  LegUiaiive  CounoL 

St.  Lome,  Nootmber  SI,  1816. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 

D.  BARTON,  Spemkff. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  resolution  sohmitted  yesterdaj  by  Mr.  Lc- 
OAN,  respecting  the  Bank  of  the  united  Stat& 
was  taken  ap. 

Mr.  Logan  observed  that  the  object  of  the  resc^ 
lution  was  to  bring  before  the  Senate  the  consKf- 
eration  of  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  i^ 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  his  pc- 
pose  now  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  princ- 
ples  embraced  by  the  resolution,  but  at  a  prope 
time  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  be  aUe  to  sustm 
those  principles.  He  presumed  the  Senate  ais 
not  prepared  to  yield  tne  principle  that  one  boi^ 
of  representatives  could  transfer  any  great  politki 
rights  beyond  the  power  of  their  successors  to  touct 
In  rmly  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Sect. 
Carolina,  that  the  inquiry  had  better  be  referred  & 
a  select  committee,  appointed  for  the  special  cona«- 
eration  of  die  resolution,  Mr.  L,  said  ttM  resolut* 
involved  a  great  ConstitutioBal  questioii,  and  that- 
fore  he  had  thought  the  JuiMciary  Committee  tk 
most  proper  for  it ;  but  assented  to  the  wish  to  havr 
the  reference  made  to  a  select  committee,  whid 
course  was  agreed  ta 

The  question  being  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  re- 
dntion  as  thus  modified — 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  remarked  that  he  was  not  preparec 
for  the  reference  of  this  inquiry  in  any  shape.  & 
knew  that  oourtesy  induced  the  Senate  gcDeralh' 
to  assent  to  any  motion  for  inquirv ;  but,  in  ii^ 
case,  he  questioned  if  it  was  not  oi  a  nauir«  in^ 
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proper  for  reference.  It  was  an  inquiry  to  affect 
property  rested  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  might  justify  an  impr^ 
sioD  that  this  body,  entertained  the  opinion  that  it 
could  now  change  the  c<Midition  of  tLat  property. 
He  was  not  prepared  at  present  to  act  on  such  a 
proposition,  and  moved  that  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  next 

Mr.  Wilson  also  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  should  be  deferred  to 
the  day  proposed. 

The  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  mon- 
eys transferred  during  the  recess  of  Conffress,  by 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1819,  showing  also  their  application ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 


Thursday,  December  30. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Putney;  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
01  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickbrson,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesda]f  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cpinmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
goods  imported  into  Castine,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  tne  United  States,  residing  in  Mary- 
land, manufacturers  of  cotton  and  wooUen  gooas, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Stevens  and 'others,  praying  that  provision 
may  be  made  by  law  for  the  liquidation  and  settle- 
ment of  a  claiin,  which  originated  in  two  contracts 
made  between  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  Superintendent 
of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States,  and  certain 
persons,  associated  under  the  firm  of  Comfort  Sands 
&  Co.,  and  Sands,  Livingston  db  Co.,  for  supplying 
with  provisions,  for  a  certain  period,  the  troops  oi 
the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Pnl^ic  Lands  be 
ioitittcted  to  inquire  into  the  expedisncj  of  anthoriaing 


the  State  of  Tenneasee  to  dispose  of  the  vacant  land 
fOQth  of  French  Broad  and  Holstein  rivers,  in  said 
State,  at  a  price  len  than  two  dollars  per  acre. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDonald, 
deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Little,  &  Co.,  and  of  HarmansHendrick,  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix,  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  MiHiday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  and 
report  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  3en- 
ate,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
RoBEBTs,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit^ 
of  Claims,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  January  3, 1820. 

tlicHABD  M.  JoiiNsoN,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  sup- 
nly  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
John  J.  Crittenden,  produced  nis  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
B.  Dudley  and  John  M.  Tan  Cleef,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  master  and  owner  of  the  brig 
Sally,  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  praying 
relief  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Ruohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subject- 
ing the  cadets  in  the  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

A  mesiiage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819 )"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
'  An  act  to  reeulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  clerks  in  the  difierent  offices,  passed  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  1818 ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1820;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty 
land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to  her 
son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  aa 
a  private  in  the  late  war;"  and,  also,  a  resolution 
for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the 
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United  States;  in  which  bills  and  resolntion  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  four  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severallv  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Dill,  entitled  ^^  An  act  in  addiUon  to  the  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Nayy 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affiiirs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  serrice  of  tne  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820,''  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  *  An  act  to  rebate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  in  the  different  offices, 
passed  the  twentieth  of  April,  1818,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  allowing  Sarah  Allen 
the  bounty  land  and  pay  which  woSd  have  been 
due  to  her  son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his 
serrice  as  a  private  in  the  late  war,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Rebecca  Hodf  son,  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
ihepetitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

TTie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  28th  ultimo,  respecting  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Branches  thereof;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  ultimo,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  "  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  dispose  of  the  vacant  land  south  of  French 
Broad  and  Holstein  Rivers,  in  said  State,  at  a 
price  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre,"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
ffoods  imported  into  Castine ;  and,  no  amendment 
EaTing  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
diird  timer' 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
qutet  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Prbbidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  a  rs 
olution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of  February,  ISlr 
(m  the  rules,  regulations,  and  instructions,  for  ^ 
naval  service,  prepared  aad  reported  under  the  wt 
thority  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  7  th  dar  c 
Febrwtry,  1815,  and  the  report  was  read,  and  r> 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  C(Mnmittee  of  Claims.* 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ann  VreeiaAii 
aad  others,  surviving  executors  of  Nicholas  \m- 
land,  deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied  br : 
bill  tor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  represeBQ- 
tives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased ;  and  the  p- 
por|  and  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  seem 
reading. 

THE  SEDITION  LAW. 

Mr.  LooAN  offered  a  resolution  to  reque>t  6r 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  kc 
before  the  Senate  any  evidence  in  the  Execute- 
department  in  relation  to  judgments,  fines,  ai. 
payments,  under  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  *j> 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  \In> 
States,"  [commonly  called  the  ^ition  law,]  ai 
whether  in  any,  and  in  what  instance,  the  sac 
have  been  remitted.  Mr.  L.  mentioned,  in  expk: 
ation  of  his  motion,  that,  on  a  petition  now  befo- 
the  Committee  of  Claims  from  Matthew  Lyon, . 
Kentucky,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  anxom 
of  a  fine  incurred  under  the  sedition  law,  soe^ 
difficulty  existed  for  the  want  of  cotain  facts  i^ 
ferred  to  in  the  petition,  and  it  was  to  obviate  ul- 
difficulty  that  he  desired  a  call  for  the  informatu: 
from  the  Executive.  The  resolution  lies  od  t»> 
table  one  day  of  course. 

THE  RULES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  t^* 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  as. 
report  the  rules  for  conoucting  business  in  t^ 
Senate ;  and  also  such  amendments  to  those  riL^ 
as  they  may  think  proper  to  be  adopted ;  and  ta 
same  naving  been  amended,  the  following  v» 
agreed  to  as  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  aLso  qk 
joint  rules  and  orders  of  the  two  Houses : 

1.  The  Prendent  hf  viag  taken  the  Chair»  ana  i 

SQomm  being  present,  the  journal  of  the  precedixf 
ay  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistake  ma;  be 
eorreoted  that  thall  be  made  in  the  entries. 

5.  No  member  shall  apeak  to  another,  or  oHierv* 
interrupt  the  buaineas  of  the  Senate,  or  tead  any  ne«» 
paper,  while  the  joaraale  or  pnblte  papera  mn  rttd- 
ing,  or  when  any  member  ia  speaking  in  any  debate 

3«  Every  member  when  he  speaks  ahall  addreai  Ik 
Chair,  staadiag  in  hie  place,  and  when  he  has  fjn'ubf 
■hall  sit  dowBt 

4.  No  member  ahall  apeak  more  than  twiea  in  air 
one  debate,  on  the  same  day,  without  leava  of  tb( 
donate. 

6.  When  two  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  tb 
President  shall  name  the  person  to  speak;  bat  in  ait 

the  member  first  rising  shall  speak  first. 


6.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  ^tiC 
■it  down  nntil  the  Prendent  ahall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not ;  and  eveiy  question  o: 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  without  debate. 
but  if  there  be  a  dovbC  in  his  mind  he  may  call  ibr  tbc 
sense  of  the  Senate. 
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7.  If  the  member  be  celled  to  order  for  words  epoken, 
tba  exeeptionable  words  shall  immedUtely  be  taken 
down  in  writing*  that  the  President  may  be  better  en- 
abled to  judge  of  the  matter. 

8.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  serrice 
of  the  Senate  wHhont  leave  of  the  Senate  first  ob- 
tained. And  in  ease  a  less  number  than  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  shall  convene,  thej  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  send  the  8ergeant-at- Arms,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons  by  them  authorized,  for  any  or  all  absent 
members,  as  the  majority  of  such  members  present 
shall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent  members 
respectively,  unless  such  excuse  for  non-attendance 
shall  be  made  as  the  Senate,  when  a  quorum  is  con- 
vened, shall  judge  sufficient ;  and  in  that  case  the  ex- 
pense shall  be  paid  out  of  the  con\ingent  fund.  And 
this  rule  shall  apply  as  well  to  the  first  convention  of 
the  Senate  at  the  legal  time  of  meeting,  as  to  each  day 
of  the  session,  after  the  hour  has  arrived  to  which 
the  Senate  stood  adjourned. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall 
ye  seconded. 

10.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it 
ihall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if  desired  by  the  President 
>r  any  member,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read,  be- 
fore the  same  shall  be  debated. 

11.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  nu  motion 
(ball  be  received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  to 
M>fi!tpone  indefinitely,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to 
:ommit,  or  to  amend;  which  several  motions  shall 
lave  precedence  in  the  order  they  stand  arranged,  and 
he  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
ind  be  decided  without  debate. 

12.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  several  points, 
iny  member  may  have  the  same  divided. 

13.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest 
ime  shall  be  first  put. 

14.  "When  the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and 
be  same  is  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be 
letermined  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  without 
lebate. 

16.  The  unfinished  business  in  which  the  Senate 
vas  engaged  at  the  last  preceding  adjournment,  shall 
lave  the  preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  no 
notion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received,  with- 
out special  leave  of  the  Senate,  until  the  former  is  dis- 
K>aed  of. 

16.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by 
sne-fiflh  of  the  members  present^  each  member  called 
I  pen  shall,  unless  for  special  reasons  he  be  excused  by 
he  Senate,  declare  openly,  and  without  debate,  his 
wsent  or  dissent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
uid  nays,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  House,  the  names 
>f  the  members  shall  be  Uken  alphabetically. 

17.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the 
[ooTB  of  the  Senate,  on  the  discussion  of  any  business 
vhich  may,  in  the  opinion  ef  a  member,  require  secrecy, 
he  Preaident  shaU  direct  the  gallery  to  be  cleared ;  and, 
luring  the  discussion  of  sudi  motion  the  doors  shall 
emain  shut. 

18.  No  motion  shall  be  deemed  in  order  to  admit 
ny  person  or  persons,  whatsdever,  within  the  doors  of 
be  Senate  Chamber,  to  present  any  petition,  memo- 
ial»  or  address,  or  to  hear  any  such  wad. 

1 9.  When  a- question  has  been  once  made  and  car- 
ted in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
>r  any  member  of  the  majority  to  move  for  the  recon- 
ideration  theieof ;  but  no  motion  for  the  rcconsidera- 
on  of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order  after  a  bUl,  rasola- 


tien,  mesaage,  report,  amendment,  or  motion,  upon 
which  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  Senate  announcing  their  decisiott ; 
nor  shall  aay  motion  for  reconsideration  be  in  order, 
unless  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  vote  was 
taken,  or  within  the  two  next  days  of  actual  seesion  of 
the  Senate  thereafter. 

30.  When  the'  Senate  are  equally  divided,  the  Secre- 
tary shsll  take  the  decision  of  the  President. 

21.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Senators  shall 
signify  their  assent  or  dissent,  by  Answering,  vina  vou, 
sye  or  no. 

22.  The  Vice  President,  or  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  shall  have  the  right  to  name  a  member  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair ;  but  such  a  substitu- 
tion shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment. 

23.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  shall  be  received  and  read  at  the  table, 
whether  the  same  shall  be  introduce'd  by  the  President 
or  k  member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition  or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the 
introducer. 

24.  One  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an  in- 
tended motion  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill ;  and  all  bills, 
after  the  first  reading,  shall  be  printed  for  ^be  use  of 
the  Senate. 

25.  Eveiy  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed ;  and  the  President  shall  give  notiee 
at  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or  third ;  which 
readings  shall  be  on  three  dififerent  days,  unless  the 
Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise.  And  all  resolu- 
tions pn^osing  'amendments  to  the  Constitution,  or  to 
which  the  approbation  and  signature  of  the  PresMent 
may  be  requisite,  or  which  msy  grant  money  out  of 
the  oontittgent,  or  any  other  fund,  shall  be  treated,  in 
all  respects,  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  proceed- 
ings on  them,  in  the  Senate,  in  a  similar  manner  with 
bills. 

26.  No  Mil  ah^l  be  committed  or  amended  until  it 
shall  have  been  twice  read ;  after  which  it  may  be  re- 
forred  to  a  committee. 

27.  All  bills  on  a  second  reading  shall  first  be  con- 
sidersd  by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  th^ 
shall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate 
agreeably  to  the  roles,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  And 
when  the  Senate  shall  consider,  a  treaty,  bill,  or  reso- 
lution, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, t»r  President  pro  tempore,  may  call  a  member  to 
fill  the  Chair,  during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  remain 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Chairman  so 
called  shall,  during  such  time,  have  tk^e  powers  of  a 
President  j^ro  tempore, 

28.  The  final  question  upon  the  second  reading  of 
every  hill,  resolution.  Constitutional  amendment,,  or 
motion,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and  requiring  three 
readings  previous  to  being  passed,  ihall  be,  *'  Whether 
it  ahall  be  engrossed  and  nad  a  third  time  V*  And 
no  amendment  shall  be  veeeived  for  discussion  at  the 
third  reading  of  any  bill,  resolution,  amendment,  or 
motion,  unless  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  membem 
prssent;  but  it  shril,  at  all  times,  ha  in  order,  before 
the  final  passage  of  any  such  bill,  resolution.  Constitu- 
tional amendment,  or  motion,  to  move  its  oonrarit* 
ment,  and  should  such  commitment  take  place,  and 
any  amendment  be  reported  by  the  Committee,  the 
said  bill,  raaolution,  Constitntional  amendmant,  or 
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tioa*  shall  be  agaio  retd  «  Mcond  tune,  and  eonaidered. 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  then  the  albieeaid 
qaeetion  ahall  be  again  pat« 

29.  The  titlea  of  billa»  and  i ach  parta  thereof  only 
aa  ahali  be  affected  by  piopoied  amendmonta,  shall  be 
inaerted  on  the  jonrnala. 

30.  The  following  sunding  commttteea,  to  oooaiat 
office  members  each,  shall  be  appointed  at  the  eom- 
mencement  of  each  session,  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwuie : 

A  Committee  «m  Foreign  Relatione. 

A  Committee  on  Finance.     • 

A  Committee  on  Commerce -and  Manulactiires. 

A  Committee  on  Military  Aflhirs. 

A  Committee  on  the  MiUtia. 

A  Committee  on  Naval  Ailain* 

A  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  Committee  on  liidisn  Afiurs. 

A  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  Committee  of  three  members,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  audit  and  control  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate. 

And  a  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  bills,  amend- 
monta, resolutions,  or  motions,  before  they  go  out  of 
the  posseaiion  of  the  Senate,  and  to  make  report  that 
they  tre  correctly  engroated ;  which  report  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

31.  All  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  baHot, 
and  a  plurality  of  votei  shall  make'  a  choice.  Bat 
when  fny  subject  or  matter  ^ahall  have  been  referred 
to  a  committee,  any  other  subject  or  matter  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  may,  on  motion,  be  referred  to  such  oom^ 
mittee. 

83.  When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  writing 
by  the  President  of  the  United  8tatea  to  the  Senate,  a 
fotnre  day  shall  be  aaaigned,  unlesa  the  Senate  unan- 
imoualy  direct  otherwise,  for  taking  them  into  eonaid- 
eration.  When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
ahall  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate  chamber,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  have  a  chair  on  the  floor, 
be  considered  aa  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  his  chair 
shall  b^  assigned  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  When  the  Senate  shall  be  convened  by  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  to  any  other  place*  the 
Pieaident  of  the  Senate  and  Senators  shall  attend  at 
the  place  appointed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
dull  also  attend  to  take  the  minutea  of  the  Senate. 

38.  Whenever  a  treaty  ahall  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate for  ratification,  it  shall  be  read  a  first  time  for  to- 
formation  only,  when  no  motion  to  reject,  ratify,  or 
modify,  the  whole,  or  any  part,  ahall  be  received.  Its 
aecond  reading  ahall  be  for  considaralion  ;  and,  on  a 
anbaequent  day,  when  it  ahall  be  taken  up^  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  every  one  ahall  be  free  to 
move  a  questton  on  any  particnlar  article,  in  thia  form : 
<<Will  the  Senate  ad  viae  and  consent  to  the  ratification 
of  thia  artjelel**  or  to  propoae  amendmenta  thereto, 
eilher  by  inaerting  or  by  leaving  out  worda ;  in  which 
laat  caae,  the  question  shall  be,  *'Shall  theae  words 
stand  aa  part  of  the  article  t"  and  in  every  of  the  said 
cases,  the  concnrrence  of  two-thirda  of  the  Senators 
praaent  ahall  be  requisite  to  decide  aflkmatively.  And 
when  through  the  whole,  the  proeeedinga  ahall  be 
atated  to  the  Honaa,  and  questions  ahall  be  again  aev^  | 


eraliy  pal  thereon  for  eonfimataoo,  or  new  ones  pn- 
poaed,  requiring,  in  like  manner,  a  eoncnrrenee  c 
two-thirds,  fiir  whatever  is  retained  or  inaerted ;  tk 
votes  so  confirmed  shall,  by  the  Hooae,  or  a  eoouaii' 
tee  thereof,  be  reduced  into  the  form  of  a  ralifieatm 
with  or  without  modifications,  as  may  have  been  ^ 
dded,  and  ahall  be  proposed  on  a  anbaequent  dsj. 
when  every  one  ahall  again  be  free  to  move  amcai 
ments,  cither  by  inserting  or  leaving  out  words ;  a 
which  last  case,  the  question  shall  be,  **  Shall  that 
words  stand  part  of  the  reaolution  ?*'     And,  in  kod 
cases,  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  shall  be  reqeiate 
to  cariy  the  affirmative,  as  well  as,  on  the  final  qan* 
tion,  to  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  ia  tbc 
form  sgreed  to. 

34.  When  an  amendment  to  be  propooed  to  tk 
Constitution  is  under  consideration,  the  concnrrcia 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  » 
quisite  to  decide  sny  question  for  amendmenta,  w  ci- 
tending  to  the  merits,  being  short  of  the  final  qacstka 

36.  When  any  question  may  have  been  decided  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  members  pc» 
ent  are  necessary  to  cariy  the  aflkmative,  any  men 
ber  who  votes  on  that  side  which  prevailed  in  ch 
question  may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  reconside»> 
tion ;  and  a  motion  for  reconsideration  ahall  be  d^ 
cided  by  a  majority  of  votea. 

36.  All  confidential  communications -made  by  th 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  Senate  ahall  b 
by  the  members  thereof  kept  secret ;  and  all  treaiie  , 
which  may  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also  be  kep  ' 
secret  until  the  Senate  shall,  by  their  reaolntion,  take 
off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

87.  All  information  or  remarks,  touching  or  eoa- 
ceming  the  character  or  qualifications  of  any  penoo 
nominated  by  the  President  to  office,  shall  be  hegt 
secret 

38.  When  acting  on  confidential  or  execotive  boe- 
ness,  the  Senate  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  Secretary,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper 
or,  in  his  abaence,  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

39.  Extracts  from  tba  Executive  record  are  not  t: 
be  furnished  but  by  specisi  Order. 

40.  Eveiy  vote  of  the  Senate  shall  be  entered  n 
the  journal,  and  a  brief  statement  of  the  contenii  d 
each  petition,  memorial,  or  paper,  presented  to  tk 
Senate,  be  alao  inserted  on  the  journal. 

41.  No  paper  or  document  shall  be  prints  for  tk 
use  of  the  Senate,  without  special  order,  except  re- 
porte  of  committees  of  the  Senate,  messsges  fi-om  tk 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  comma nicatim 
from  the  heads  of  departments. 

42.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  they  shsT 
act  in  their  Executive  capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  sept- 
rate  and  diatinct  books. 

43.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  not  so- 
ing  aa  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ahall  be  entenif 
on  the  journal  as  concisely  as  poasible,  care  bei^ 
taken  to  detail  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  the  pro* 
ceedinga. 

44.  Meaaages  shall  be  sent  te  the  Hooee  of  Repit- 
sentatives  by  the  Secretary,  who  shall  previooaly  ah 
dorse  the  final  determination  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

46.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  any  state  of  ban- 
neaa,  except  while  a  question  is  putting,  while  thi 
yeas  and  nays  are  calling,  or  While  the  baUota  an 
counting. 

Joint  Bukt  and  Order*  of  the  two  Bouoee.        ' 
I.  In  every  ^aoa  of  an  amendmanl  of  a  bill  ngiaai 
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to  in  OM  HoQM,  and  diiseiitfd  to  ia  the  •thfer,  if 

•itber  Hooie  f  hall  request  a  eonference  and  appoint  a 
Committee  for  that  parpoae,  and  the  other  Hoaee  shall 
also  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer,  such  Committees 
ihtlli  St  t  convenient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their 
ChtirmaOf  meet  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  state 
to  each  other  Terbalty  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall 
choow,  the  reasons  of  their 'respective  Houses  for  and 
agaiflit  the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

2.  When  a  message  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate 
to  the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  it  shall  bo  announced 
at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall 
be  repectfully  communicated  to  the  Chair,  by  the  per- 
ion  by  whom  it  may  be  sent. 

3.  The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a 
meauge  ahall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivefc  to  the  Senate. 

4.  Messages  ahall  be  sent  by  such  persons  as  a  sense 
of  propriety  in  each  House  may  determine  to  be  proper. 

6.  While  bills  are  on  their  passage  between  the 
two  Houses,  thiy  shall  be  on  paper,  and  nnder  the 
ngnature  of  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  each  House  re- 
fpsetively. 

B,  After  a  bill  shall  have  passed  both  Houses,  it 
ibali  be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  or  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
Ufea,  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or 
the  other  House,  before  it  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Ptraident  of  the  United  States. 

7.  When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined 
by  a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  as  a 
standing  committee  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  care- 
folly  compare  the  enrolment  with  the  engrossed  bills, 
as  passed  in  the  two  Houses,  and,  correcting  any 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  the  enrolled  bills, 
make  their  report  forthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

8.  After  examination  and  report,  each  bill  shall  be 
signed  in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  then  by  the  President 
of  the  Senate. 

9.  After  a  bill  ahall  have  been  thos  sigpned  in  each 
Hoose  it  shall  -be  presented  by  the  said  committee  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  his  approba- 
tion, it  being  first  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roll, 
certifying  in  which  House  the  same  originated; 
which  endorseknant  shall  be  signed  by  the  Secretaiy 
or  Clerk  (as  the  caa^  may  be)  (^  tlM  House  in  which 
the  same  did  originate,  and  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  of  each  House.  The  said  committee  shall  re- 
port the  day  of  presentation  to  the  President,  which 
time  ahall  also  be  carefully  entered  on  the  jonrnal  of 
each  House. 

10.  All  orders,  resolutions^  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approbation,  shall*  also,  In  the  same  manner,  be  pre- 
viously enrolled,  examined,  and  signed,  and  shall  be 
presented  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  com- 
mittee, as  provided  in  cases  of  bills. 

11.  When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatires 
ihall  judge  it  proper  to  make  a  joint  address  to  the 
Prerident,  it  shall  be  presented  to  him  in  his  audience 
chamber,  by  the  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  pres- 
•ence  of  the  Speaker  and  both  Houses. 

18.  When  a  hill  or  reeolution,  whtdk  shall  hare 
pasaed  in  one  House,  is  rejected  in  the  other,  notice 
thereof  is  given  to  the  House  in  which  the  same  may 
bave  passed. 

13.  When  a  bill  or  resolution,  which  has  been  paa* 


sed  in  one  House,  is  rejected  in  the  other,  it  is  not 
brought  in  during  the  same  seaaion,  without  a  notice 
of  ten  days,  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of  that  House 
in  which  it  shall  be  renewed. 

14.  Each  House  transmits  to  the  other  all  papers  on 
which  any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded*. 

15.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their 
disagreement,  a  bill  or  reaolution  is  lost 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bdrrill, 

Ordendj  That  they  be  printed,  together  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  fiye  hun- 
dred additional  copies  thereof,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

STATE  OF  MAINE. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biU  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Barbocr  observed  that  this  bill  inyolred 
considerations  of  great  moment ;'  that  it  embraced 
provisions  on  which  there  were  conflicting  opin- 
ions, thouffh  no  objection  whatever  was  enter- 
tained to  the  main  object  of  the  bUl,  of  which  in- 
deed he  was  warmly  in  favor.  For  this  and  other 
reasons,  which  Mr.  B.  afterwards  submitted  at 
large,  he  wished  the  bill  to  ^o  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  hopes  ^at  ihev  might  so  shape  it  as  to 
obviate*  the  difficulties  aUuded  to,  and  unite  the 
voice  of  the  Senate  in  its  favor.  Mr.  B.  con- 
cluded his  remarks  by  moving  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  pK)stponed  to  Wednesday ; 
when,  if  his  present  motion  succeeded,  he  should 
offer  the  following  motion : 

^'That  the  bill  entitled  a  bill  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
authorize  the  pedjple  of  Missouri  to  establish  a  State 
government  and  to  adroit  such  State  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all 
respects  whatever." 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  at  consid- 
erable length  by  Messrs.  Mellen,  Otis,  and  Bur- 
rill,  successively,  on  the  ground  of  the  impro- 
priety of  delaying  the  bill,  and  also  as  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  motion  of  which  Mr.  Bar- 
BODR  had  given  notice.  The  inexpediency  of 
coupling  the  two  subjects  together  m  one  bill; 
and,  incidentally,  the  cjuestion  connected  with  the 
Missouri  bill  of  certain  restrictions,  dtc.,  entered 
into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied,  and  entered  at  large  into 
the  merits  and  the  defence  of  the  proposition  which 
he  had  disclosed  his  intention  of  offering,  and  into 
tiie  question  which  grew  out  of  it,  touching;  the 
right  of  imposing  conditions  upon  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  ttc. 

The  motion  strictly  before  the  Senate  being 
simply  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
Wednesday,  it  was  assented  to  geneirally  by  those 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  object  of  the  post- 
ponement, and  Was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

TuEsnAY,  January  4. 
William  Pinkn^y,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  plac»e  of 
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Alexander  C.  Hanson,  deceased,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  wnom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  a  partial  appro- 

E nation  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Itates  for  the  year  1820,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joshua  Ne- 
rill,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PLSASANTa,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  desi^poation  of  particular 
ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign  ships  oi  war  and 
privat^rs,  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  same  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  sailing  master,  and  Greorge  Hodge,  boat- 
swain^ in  the  navy  yard  of  the  United  States,  at 
Washington,  praying  remuneration  for  the  loss  of 
household  furniture,  books,  and  instruments  of 
navigation,  destroyed  by  the  fire  on  the  24th  of 
August,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition :  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tne  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  was  read  twice  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Hart  and  others,  captains  of  American  vessels 
lying  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  complaining  of 
tne  great  difference  of  duty  in  France  paid  by 
American  and  French  vessels,  representing  ^e 
great  evils  arisi^  therefrom,  and  prayins  relief; 
and  the  memoriai  was  read,  and  referrra  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Anthony  Cavalier  and  reter  Petit,  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
their  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  said  State ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde,  the  petition  of  J.  Pellet,  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Lefevre,  the  petition  of  Barthelemy  Du- 
ver^e,  the  petition  of  Francis  B.  Languille,  the 
petition  of  John  Rodrep^uez,  the  petition  of  Joseph 
McNeil,  the  petition  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlin,  the  pe- 
tition ot  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde,  the  petition 
of  Alexander  Milne,  the  petition  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost, the  petition  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion,  and 
the  netition  of  Noel  D^trahan,  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  heirs  of  £.  Macarty,  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  during  the  hite  war  with  Great  Britain,  by 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  several  pe- 
titions ;  which  were  read,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Chums. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 


Chapman,  collector  of  the  customs  for  Georgetown 
district,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praying 
the  restoration  of  a  certain  sum  of  money^  as  his 
proportion  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  Uiana,  a 
Swedish  ve^el,  forfeited  for  a  violation  of  the  rev- 
enue laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Uommittee  on  Naval 
Afiairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary^ to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  establishing  a 
circuit  court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Nicholb,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  wagons 
and  horses  lost  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  also  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Purdy,  late  colonel  m  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  prayinff  remuneration  for  certain 
expenditures  incurrad  oy  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  in  endeavoring  to  enforce  his  order 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors 
within  the  limits  of  his  encampment,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afibirs. 

Mr.  TicHENOR  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providiiig  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
praying  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcv  through- 
out the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  on  the  sub- 
jeet  of  locating  an  additional  land  office  at  Browns- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  in  said  State:  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediencT  of  subjecting  the  cadets  in  the  United 
States  MilitaiY  Academy  at  West  Point  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  oe  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  anjr  evidence  in  the  Executive 
Department  in  relation  to  judgments,  fines,  and 
payments,  under  the  act,  entitle  *'  An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States  j^'  and  whether,  in  any,  and  in  what,  in- 
stances the  same  have  been. remitted;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

Mr.  Dickerson's  resolution,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  oi  tne  United 
States,  was  further  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of' the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
Stated  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix ;  and 
the  bill  was  passed. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  le- 
presentatives  of  Nicholas  Vreehind,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

ThehiU  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
haye  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into 
Castine,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  koiiasT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Colombia  Institute^  praying  the  erant  of  ^ltouI  of 
the  poblic  reservation  of  ground  in  the  uity  of 
Washington,  for  purposes  connected  with  the  said 
institution ;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Ordered^  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Otis  excused. 
And  Mr.  Llotd  was  i^ppointed. 
Ordendj  That  a  member  oe  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  in  place  of  Mr.  Oris  ex- 
cused. 
And  Mr.  Pinknst  was  appointed. 
The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lbake,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  Committe^on  In- 
dian Affairs,  pursuant  to  the  rule  adopted  yester- 
day; and  Messrs.  Lbakb,  Kino,  Jobnaon,  of  Ken- 
tucky, JoBif  SON,  of  Louisiana,  and  Lowrie,  were 
appointed  to  compose  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  according  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  to  consider  the  following  resdu- 
tions,  submitted  on  the  28th  of  December  by  Mr. 
Logan,  of  Kentucky : 

I.  Suohedf  That,  at  tho  content  and  happiness  of 
the  people  cannot  be  expected  under  collisions  and 
the  want  of  harmony  between  their  goTomments,  that 
therefore  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary  be  instmcted 
to  inquire  wheAer  proTision  may  not  be  duly  made  by 
law  for  the  removal  ftom  any  State  of  the  branches  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Legislature  of  such  State ;  exoept*  during  those 
periods  of  war,  when  the  public  good  and  Uie  ezigen- 
des  of  the  nation  shall  otherwise  require* 

^  Retalvedf  That  laid  committee  be  also  instructed 
to  inqoire  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  so  amended,  as  that  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  may  obtain  information  from 
the  bank  or  its  branches  of  the  amount  of  debts  due, 
or  which  shall  have  been  contracted  therein,  by  any 
penon  or  persons  whatsoever,  either  as  principal  or 
endoner. 

And  that,  in  order  more  effectually  to  guard  against 
the  partialities  and  favoritism  into  which  institutions 
of  the  kind  sre  so  prone  to  run,  and  to  prevent,  in 
tome  degree,  as  n  consequence  thereof,  Sacrifices  of 
property,  and  the  seduction  of  civil  and  political 
rights — 

3.  RcBoktdf  That  the  said  committee  be  farther  in- 
itnxcted  to  inquire  whether  psovision  cannot  be  rscu- 
Itriy  made  by  law  for  requiring  that,  from  and  alter 
the — 4ay  of  ■■>  the  proper  officers  of  those  banks 
ehsU  certify  to  this  Government  the  names,  with  the 
•am%of  ill  persons  and  firms,  indebted  in  their  re- 
•pective  banks,  where  the  amount  thall  exceed  the 
■am  of  $ — ^>  and  the  duration  of  those  debts  shall 
have  been  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than . 

The  reeolutions  haying  been 


Mr.  Logan  said  he  rose  to  dischargfe,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  powers,  an  important  and  highly 
re^xmsible  duty.  It  would  be  perceived,  he  said, 
that  the  resolutions  under  consideration  had  in 
view  three  distinct  objects : 

1.  As  regards  the  harmony  of  these  united  gov- 
ernments and  the  peace  and  content  of  the  people. 

2.  As  regards  the  partialUiea  and  aJbus$$  into 
which  banking  institutioins  are  but  too  nrone  to 
run,  in  violatbn  of  the  avowed  object  and  of  that 
poUtieal  spirit  which  bring  them  into  existence. 

3.  As  respects  their  agency  in  furthering  impo- 
sition upon  an  ummarp  and  trntufpectimff  people,  by 
affording  too  often  the  apparent  evidence  of  weakh 
and  abiuty,  where  in  net  it  may  not  exist ;  and 
lodmg  up  the  truth  as  a  secret  too  sacred  to  be 

.At  the  threshold  of  this  diwuasion,  }»ennit  me, 
said  Mr.  L.,  to  assume  as  an  axiom  in  polities. 
that  no  legislative  act  is  sound  and  well  toimdea 
having  the  tendency  to  increase  the  inequality  in 
die  wealth  of  society,  and  as  a  conseouenee  to  wi- 
den the  grades  of  social  inteicourse,  Deyond  what 
is  produced  by  the  difiierent  degrees  of  indastiy, 
economy,  enterprise,  and  good  fortune;  unka^ 
indeed,  it  be  necessary  for  pMic  purposes  and 
senoal  utility.  That  such  is  the  tendency  of 
banking  corporations,  continued  Mr.  L.,  seems 
clearly  deducible  from  this  &ct :  that  they  not  only 
confer  the  privilege  of  making  money  out  of  mo- 
ney, agreeaoly  to  some  fixed  standard  regulatin4B[ 
the  rate  of  interest — a  privilege  ccHnmon  to  ul 
society — bat  thev  also  possess  the  faculty,  derivad 
from  the  aid  ana  sanctity  of  law,  of  making  mo- 
ney upon  ihm  credit ;-  so  that  the  result  might  be 
the  same,  both  as  regards  tike  commui^^  and  the 
corporation,  whedier  you  permit  directnr  doable 
interest  on  their  capital  employed,  or  legal  and 
usual  interest  only,  wit  with  as  much  more  on  the 
emissum  of  credit:  as  the  gain  would  be  to  the 
one,  so  would  bethe  loss  to  the  other ;  except  o| 
80  far  as  the  public  shodd  profit  therefrom,  tnrol 
a  well-reguMted  spirit  of  enterprise  and  usei 
improvement  by  a  just  and  reasonable  distributioa 
of  their  means  in  various  sections  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  the  proposition,  in  its  plain  and  undi^nised 
form,  to  give  to  any  set  of  men  the  privilege,  by 
law,  of  tudng  a  higher  interest  for  the  use  of  their 
money  ^n  is  generally  permitted,  would,  I  ap- 
pfdiend,  find  but  few  aavocates  among  the  repte- 
sentatives  of  a  free  people.  If,  therefore,  sueb 
Would  be  the  probable  enSset  of  any  institution  of 
the  Qovemment,  we  ou^t  certainly  to  look  for 
reasons  of  a  puuic  nature  to  justiiy  the  policy. 
Here,  (psirdon  the  inquiry,)  did  you,  sir,  or  did 
any  member  of  this  national  assemblage,  ever 
vote  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  coinporation, 
b^t  from  an  understanding  of  an  impUea  promise 
and  undertaking  on  their  part,  that  they  would 
promote  the  general  oonvemence  and  public  good  ? 
in  other  contracts  and  treaties,  however  solemn 
and  sacred,  to  diaegard  the  intended  object  and 
violate  an  essential  duty,  preeented  a  proper  case 
for  redress  before  some  cf  the  regular  fimetionaries 
of  the  Qovemment.  But  where,  sir,  is  the  eamBd- 
I  Wiff  power,  if,  instead  of  doing  good^  t^  bank  shldl 
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determine  to  do  harm?  And,  surely,  in  the  same 
ratio  it  has  the  capacity  to  do  good,  it  has  the  pow- 
er to  do  evil.  Does  it  belong  to  the  judiciary  to 
correct  their  abuses?  They  hare  as  little  to  do 
with  public  matters  of  political  cognizance,  as  you 
have  to  do  with  those  of  judictu  concern.  Let 
OS  be  careful  to  keep  separate  the  legi^tive-eor- 
reeling  power  of  the  Cioremment,  frcnn  that  prop- 
erly belonging  to  the  judiciary.  But  whilst  we 
regard,  most  sacredly  regard,  tliat  of  the  judiciary, 
not  to  be  ccMistrued  out  of  the  political  rights  of 
the  nation. 

Sir,  it  is  not  every  interest  deriyable  from  law 
which  can  bid  defiance  to  legislative  prorision  and 
controL  Were  this  the  case,  how  soon  mij^ht  the 
lenesentatiyes  of  this  day  render  fiitnre  legi^tion 
a  Dubble,  and  close  forever  the  scene  ^  to  amend- 
ment and  improvement,  accordingjv  as  experience 
and  expediencr  might  suggesL  There  is  no  law 
4Rtt  is  intended  to  confer  an  interest  of  some  kind. 
But  the  question  is,  whether  that  interest  will  gire 
such  a  riffht,  as  may  be  asserted  in  o]iposition  to 
the  regubr  revising  power  of  the  l^islative  de- 
partment of  the  Government?  Can  it  be  severed 
nxMB  and  transferred  forever  from  that  ever-exist- 
ioff  sovereiffnty  of  legislation,  and  converted  into 
iMivate  right,  so  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  l^i»- 
lative  touch,  and  the  CMitrol  of  expediency  ?  The 
grant  of  the  nation's  lands,  thouffh  for  a  dollar,  if 
unmingled  with  fraud,  passes  the  right,  and  the 
grantee  will  hold.  Not  so  of  civil  rights — ^they 
are  inalienable — so  connected  with,  and  insepar- 
ably interwoven  in  the  body  politic,  that  the  root 
cannot  be  regularly  eradicated.  The  Government 
may  hold  forth  her  favors  ai^d  privileges,  but  there 
is  still  an  existing  power  to  watch  over  and  cor- 
rect, from  time  to  time,  all  political  excess.  And 
hence  I  infer,  said  Mr.  L.,  tnat  the  smallest  dvU 
right  cannot  be  forever  transferred,  or  even  for 
twenty  years,  although  it  shall  be  for  a  honm^  if 
the  public  good  shall  otherwise  require.  Nor  is 
the  common  sense  of  my  countrymen  deluded  by 
this  goodly  boon.  They  are  aware  of  the  ultimate 
source  from  whence  it  comes ;  that,  for  the  privi- 
lege oi  checking  on  them,  the  corporation  consents 
to  pay  back  a  part. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  would  not  be  understood 
as  intending  or  wishmg,  under  the  existing  state 
of  things,  to  prostrate  every  institution  of  the  kind. 
Only  admit  the  power^--4he  Constitutional  right- 
to  watch  over  and  restrain  abuses,  and  then  act  on 
expediency.  Keep  unobstructed  the  ovmiM  ^  jyM, 
that  the  operations  of  that  hidden  body  may  be 
seen  and  imderstood,  to  this  great  sentinel  of  pub- 
lic liberty  and  public  justice.  Suffer  this  Govern- 
ment not  to  forget  that  she  must  stand  sponsor  for 
Ae  dtedM  o[  others  over  whom  she  may  wateh — 
whom  she  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  into 
political  existence,  and  whose  transactions  may  be 
of  vital  importance  to  the  grtet  body  of  society. 

Sir,  is  there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  this  re- 
quest? Is  it  incomj>atihle  with  the  interest  and 
purposes  of  that  institution?  I  hope  noL  But  if 
It  be,  then  I  am  free  to  acknowledge  that  my  so- 
licitude increases  to  understand  its  operation,  and 
t6  know  its  purposes.    And  if  it  is  not  incompat- 


ible, why  this  reluctence  and  pertinacious  refusal? 
Why  not  grant  this  reasonable  courtesy  to  the 
same  body  who  gave  it  existence,  when,  by  so  do- 
ing, you  may  essentiallv  contribute  te  the  rraose 
of  public  apprehension  i  Is  it  because  every  thing 
is  so  certainly  right,  that  it  would  be  onlv  gratify- 
ing idle  curiosity ;  or  is  it  because  we  tear  light 
and  knowledge  on  the  subject? 

I  hope,  sir.  said  Mr.  L.,  that  we  are  not  disposed 
to  toucn,  rashly  and  preooaturely,  the  solemn  acts 
of  this  Government ;  that  we  will  regard  public 
faith  with  a  tender  eye,  as  connectf^  with  the 
character  and  honor  of  the  nation.  This  is  en- 
joined, because  it  is  a  duty  to  retain  the  confidence 
and  affections  of  every  portion  of  your  people ;  for, 
on  that  confidence  and  love,  the  energies  of  this 
nation  essentially  depend ;  and  by  a  due  regard  to 
the  interest  of  au,  as  finr  as  can  be  done  consist- 
enthr  with  higher  duties,  we  shall  not  only  hive 
performed  a  moral,  but  have  discharged,  moreover, 
a  political  duty.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  that  duty  will  cease,  and  give  place  to  those 
of  naiamount  obligation.  The  same  reason  st^ 
applies,  and  commands  that  it  shcHild  be  sa  The 
interest  becomes  adverse,  and  the  private  must 
yield  to  general  convenience  and  utility.  The  first 
and  highest  duty  of  the  statesman  is  to  take  caie 
of  the  public  safety — of  her  peace  and  her  happi- 
ness. ^  To  do  this,  we  may  be  unavoidably  drawn 
into  an  unjdeasant  examination  of  events,  and  to 
trace  thenir  bi^ck  to  painful  causes.  And  whilst  1 
admit  the  correctness  of  th^  remark,'  that  we  are 
sometimes  the  subjects  of  groundless  apprehension, 
it  ought  also  to  be  concede  that  its  opposing  char- 
acter is  delusive  hope  and  trusting  chance. 

Mr.  President,  to  cherish  a  unity  of  feeling  and 
friendly  understanding  between  our  governments, 
is  as  vUally  important  to  the  content  and  repose  of 
the  Republic,  as  to  nurse  with  care  the  tender  1^- 
aments  which  connect  the  head  fmd  other  indis- 
pensable members  of  our  system.  Js  there  any 
thing  that  «3rou  and  this  House  would  not  do  to 
remove  every  cause  of  Stete  inquietude  and  dis- 
trust^ which  the  welfare  of  the  |  nation  does  not 
prohibit?  Does  good  policy  forbid  your  touching 
this  subject?  In  what  respect  wiu  it  affect  the 
necessary  operations  of  the  Government,  and  how 
injure  the  essential  interest  even  of  the  bank  ?  She 
has  but  to  act  the  part  of  a  faithful,  an  impartial 
mother,  and  she  may  harmonize  the  whole  sreat 
family;  even  the  proscribed  and  the  step-cnild, 
with  industry  and  prudence,  may  profit  from  her 
kindness  and  charity.  But  suppose  her  conduct  to 
be  directly  the  reverse,  and  where  is  the  check? 
Not  even  the  reproach  of  an  impartial  world. 

By  refusing  to  act  on  this  subject,  said  Mr.  L., 
may  we  not  betray  this  Government  into  the  sus- 
picion that  she  feels  a  more  parentel  care  for  the 
interest  of  the  bank  than  for  the  rights  of  States 
and  of  the  people?  Will  you  do  nothing  towards 
allaying  jealousy  and  restoring  public  confidenc^e  ? 
Perhaps,  sir,  but  a  little  time,  and  we  hear  the 
question — are  you  for  the  bank,  or  are  you  for  the 
Stetes  and  the  people?  As  invidious  and  morti- 
fying as  may  be  the  course,  I  fear  we  are  on  the 
high  way  to  pronte  it  Let  me,  then,  entreat  yott| 
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that  neither  dignity  nor  ease  of  station  shall  pre- 
vent a  solemn  and  particular  reriew  of  the  ground 
before  us.  Whithersoerer  we  look,  sir,  whether 
to  the  East  or  to  the  West,  to  the  North  or  to  the 
South,  we  are  presented  with  some  portending 
events,  connected  with  this  subject,  of  an  unfaror- 
aUe  aspect.  Why,  therefore,  hesitate  to  leave  widi 
the  State  goremments  and  jronr  banks  to  make 
their  own  iMugain,  or  otherwise  provide  for  their 
withdrawal,  in  order  to  save  the  peace  and  tnin>> 
quijlitv  of  80ciet|r  ?  If  they  can  narmoni2e,  you 
may  then  expect  it ;  and,  if  they  cannot,  why  con- 
tinue the  spirit  of  discordance,  to  the  gpreat  detri- 
ment of  goremmental  unity  and  friendly  under- 
standing. 

Ferhans  we  shall  bejtold  that  the  agreement  has 
ahead V  been  made,  and  that  the  States  ought  to 
abide  by  iL  With  this  Government,  who,  when 
acting  on  the  subject  of  policy  and  public  interest, 
is  herself  not  exempt  from  error  and  correction, 
the  argument  will  have  received  its  iust  weight. 
But  there  is  another  answer  which  I  btf  leave  to 

give:  The  banks  were,  I  presume,  invited  to  the 
lates,  in  the  exfjectation  that  they  would,  as 
branches  of  an  institution  of  the  Govemmeiit,  en- 
deavor to  administer^  with  an  impartial  hand,  to 
the  wants  and  situation  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
practicable,  and  a  just  regard  to  the  interfot  and 
safet]^  of  the  institution  would  permit  \  thereby  in- 
creasing public  confidence,  and  cementing  more 
closely  the  interest  and  feelings  of  die  people  to 
the  measures  of  Government.  Whether  this  ex- 
pectation has  been  disappointed,  will  hereafter  be 
the  subject  of  inquiry.  At  present,  said  Mr.  L., 
it  is  simlcient  to  observe  that  if,  in  the  spirit  of 
friendship  and  hospitality,  the  banks  have  been 
invited  into  the  bosoms  of  the  States,  and.  instead 
of  cultivating  peace  and  good  will,  have  neen  in- 
strumental in  producing  discord  and  contention, 
bv  pursuing  a  course  unfriendly  to  the  prosperity 
or  the  States,  and  in  violation  of  one  of^the  prin- 
einal  objects  of  the  ctuirter^  that,  like  the  man 
who  is  unmindful  of  his  obligation  to  hospitality, 
they,  with  him,  will  have  justly  incurred  the  same 
merited  sentence. 

But  snp|)osey  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,fthat  I  am  wrong 
in  my  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  legislative  bodies 
in  goienl  over  banking  privil^res,  (and  if  I  am  I 
fear  the  error  will  go  with  me  to  my  ffrave,  for  I 
have  been  under  its  delusion  for  upwards  of  fifteen 
▼ears,)  yet  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject 
mvorable  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment over  her  bank.  It  is  believed  to  be  con- 
ceded bv  all,  that  Confess  has  not  the  power  to 
establish  a  bank  for  private  purposes  merely;  that 
it  can  only  be  done  as  a  mean  of.  necessity  and 
propriety  for  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  d^e- 
pted  powers  to  this  Government  What  is  a 
necessary  and  proper"  act  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  those  great,  substantive,  and  specified  pow- 
frs,  is  a  question  purely  of  expediency,  depending, 
in  its  exercise,  on  a  well  regulated  discretion, 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  a  most 
Knipoloos  re^rd  to  other  existing  corrdlative  rights. 
Expediency  is  the  creature  of  ex]>eriment,  which 
time  and  experience  mould  to  suit  their  purpose. 


What  may  be  thought  necessary  and  proper  at 
one  time,  by  the  Legislature,  may  not  be  thonsfht 
so  at  another  time:  events  maj  have  unfolded 
themselves,  evincing  the  necessity  and  fjropriety 
of  a  change.  Or  uiat  which  at  one  session  may 
be  approved,  as  best  calculated  to  carry  into  effect 
a  given  power,  may,  at  another,  from  a  change  of 
Representatives,  be  disapprovect  of  and  amended, 
or  a  different  mtafn  established. 

One  Legislature  cannot  give  to  her  acts  of  poliey 
pei^ietuity,  or  a  claiin  for  years^  It  is  always  com- 
petent for  a  succeeding  Legislature  to  revise  such 
acts  of  their  predecessors. 

What  a  Legislature  cannot  do  directly,  is  not 
permisslUe  to  be  effected  indirectly. 

A  law  which  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
injg  into  effect  any  of  the  powers'given  by  the  Gon- 
stititntion,  is  in  its  nature,  and  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  purposes,  political,  and  cannot  be 
converted  from  its  true  character^  by  connecting 
therewith,  and  tacking  thereto,  private  rights;  be- 
cause that  would  be  to  effect  inmrectly  what  could 
not  be  done  directly,  and  thereby  put  m  the  power 
of  one  LegislatUTe  to  perpetuate  her  acts  of  poller 
upon  succeeding  Legislatures ;  and  because  a  pri- 
vate interest  in  the  institution,  having  not>ther 
foundation  than  as  attached  thereto,  cannot,  as  a 
mere  incident,  change  the  true  character  of  that 
pMiioeH  mtaoi.  Their  privileges,  to  say^  the  mo^ 
of  them,  have  received  admittance  within  the  pale 
of  the  Constitution,  through  an  instrument  bi  the 
Gk)vemment,  contrived  as  an  instrument  of  expe- 
dience^ embark,  subject  to  all  the  vicissitudes  to 
which  that,  from  its  character,  is  liable  to  un- 
dereo. 

Nor  have  I  here  contended  for  any  thins  op- 
posed to  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Union ;  on  the  contrary,  the  princi{>les,  thus  far, 
are  clearly  supported  oy  the  decisions  of  that 
tribunal. 

In  the  case  of  the  Dar^Humih  C6lleg$  againdt 
Wcodmard^  (4  Wheaton,  629^)  the  coun  say: 
^  The  parties  in  this  case  differ  less  on  genend 
mnci^es^  less  on  the  true  construction  of  the 
Constitotion  in  the  abstract  than  on  the  applica- 
tion of  those  nrinciplcs  to  tnis  case.  This  is  the 
point  on  whicn  the  cause  essentially  depends.  If 
the  act  of  incorporation  be  a  fprant  oi  political 
power ;  if  it  create  a  civil  institution,  to  be  emr 
ployed  in  the  administration  of  the  Government, 
dtc.,  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  Legislature 
may  act  according  to  its  own  judgment,  unre- 
stricted by  any  limitation  of  its  power,  imposed 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates.'* 
And,  again,  in  the  same  opinion,  na^  038,  say 
the  court:  "The  character  of  civu  institutions 
'  does  not  grow  out  of  their  incorpoiAtbns,  but  oat 

<  of  the  manner  in  which  they  are  formed,  and  the 

<  objects  for  which  they  are  created.  The  ri^ht 
'  to  change  them  is  not  founded  on  their  being  in- 

<  corporated,  but  on  their  being  the  instrument  of 
*•  Government,  created  for  its  nurposes.'^ 

Now,  the  inference  deducime  from  this  opinion, 
is  perfecdy  dear  in  its  amdication  to  the  question 
betoie  tis :  which  has  abo  been  decided  by  that 
oourt,  in  the  case  of  McCulloch  against  the  State 
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of  Marvland,  (same  book,  436.)  <'  TYom^  say  tlie 
court,  ^\s  a  tax  on  the  operations  of  the  oank,  and 
*"  is,  ooufiequently,  a  tax  on  the  operation  of  an  in- 
(  strament  employed  by  the  GoTemmeat  of  the 
'  Union  to  carry  its  powers  into  exepation.'^ 

In  fine,  it  nam  never  been  contended,  that,  in 
any  other  li^t,  the  act  has  eren  a  pretenaed  claim 
to  Constitntional  faror;  and  the  whole  rcasoBiag 
of  the  court  is  to  show  that  it  may,  witfaia  the 
meaning  of  that  instrument,  be  a  *'  necessary  and 
proper"  flMon,  in  the  hands  of  the  GoTemment,  to 
carry  her  nowen  into  effect 

Well,  then,  if  the  right  to  change  depends  on 
its  being  a  gmnt  of  poutical  power,  on  its  bemg  a 
civil  institution  to  be  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  QoTemment,  and  created  for  its  pur- 
poses, as  |he  incorporation  of  the  bank  was  a 
of  the  GoTemmcnt,  kid  hold  of  as  a  ** 


sary  and  nioper"  instrument  to  be  employed  in 
canying  her  powos  into  execution,  it  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  right  to  change  it  vests  in  the 
LwiaiaCore,  to  be  exercised  aceordin|^  to  its  own 
jo^imeDt,  unrestrained  by  any  limitation  of  its 

Siwer  imposed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tates. 

Mr.  President  in  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  avoided  calling  in  question  the  Goa- 
stitntional  power  of  this  Government  upon  subjects 
of  this  kind.  It  is  enough,  sir,  that  this  has  been 
the  theme  of  qieculation  and  altercation,  for  half 
an  ag^  and  we  are  precisely  where  we  oom- 
menced ;  and  I  will  venture  to  predict  will  be  so 
in  relation  to  this  question  in  a  century  to  come. 
We  have  oaciUated  fiom  side  to  side,  accordinriy 
as  circumstances  favored  the  inclination.  And  it 
ii  truly  a  subject  of  that  character,  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  power,  will  ever  depend  on  the  degree 
of  inclination  and  the  strength  of  the  will  on  the 
Ijart  of  those  who  are  called  on  to  act.  Power, 
sir,  was  never  successfully  arrested  upon  doubtful 
questions,  in  which  both  mterest  and  will  assumed 
meir  command,  and  especially  if  the  public  senti- 
ment would  lean  to  its  exerciK. 

Bui,  with  Ttffud  -to  the  judicial  exposition  of 
the  power  of  this  Govemment  '*  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  as  by  the 
Constitution  is  defined,  I  will  take  me  liboty  to 
say,  that  it  appears  to  me  as  if  the  court  had  sup- 
posed the  Conipess  in  possession  of  the  whole  po- 
litical field,  without  seeming,  for  once,  to  have 
perceived  that  there  was  any  boundary  setting 
ajpart  distinct  parcek  of  ground — a  line  of  limita- 
tion between  national  and  State  rights ;  that  thus 
fiu  it  is  national,  and  the  residuary  is  State. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject  kept  distinctly  be- 
fore us.  and  we  shall  seldom  err  upon  it,  suppose 
it  had  been  proposed.in  the  convention,  after  hav- 
ing deki^tai  to  Conmss  the  enumerated  powers, 
to  give,  instead  of  "  lul  other  power  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  foregoing  powers."  all  other  power  which  the 
Congress  shaU  thmk  fit.  or  expedient,  or  shall 
pieaae  to  exercise.  Is  it  Mieved  that  such  propo- 
silion  would  have  been  sanctioned  by  that  body? 
To  belkve  this,  we  surely  forget  the  very  scnqm- 


louB  and  jealous  regard  with  which  the  conventiai 
must  have  acted  in  reUtion  to  State  rishta. 

Whilst  they  were  willing  to  give  all  "nMcnsr} 
and  pnptt^^  power  to  carrv  into  effect  the  poms 
delegated,  they  were  unwillin|^  to  go  fisrther,  he 
cause  to  have  done  so^  and  given  audi  power » 
the  Congress  should  choose  to  exercise^  might,  s 
efieet.  by  its  incidental  powen  merely,  impair  an 
cripple  the  vigor  of  the  remaining  reserved  ao^ 
suMantive  powers;  pare  them  down  to  a  mac 
noounal  existence,  without  the  practical  adm- 
tages  of  actual  sofvcreign  power  within  their  on 


he  idea  I  will  thus  exemnlily :  1  hare  a  i^k 
to  a  spot  of  ground  in  your  field,  oy  a  gmnt  cksih 
defining  it,  and  what  snail  benecessaiy  amd  prop? 
OS  a  way  to  flo  to^  to  enjoy,  and  to  retmn  firamt 
But  with  wEat  grace  could  I  claim  from  this,  asi 
necessary  and  oMidenlal  right,  the  pnvile^  of  «- 
lectins  a  choice  of  ways,  without  rc^gardiag.  ff^ 
thcr  man  I  pleased,  your  ri^t^  but  going  as  wi 
whim,  or  ambition  mi|[ht  incline  me.  over  yov 
best  and  most  tender  nghts?  Is  it.  tnerefore.  t 
be  wondered,  that  States  should  look  townrd  tk 
decisiim  as  it  they  had  been  anieprcaented  ? 

I  come  ttoWj  Air.  Pieadent,  to  examine  ths 
part  of  the  sulnect  which  requucB  in£9naatio&  t 
De  laid  belore  tnis  Govonment,  firem  some  perioc 
heicafier,  of  the  iMMBsr  of  all  those  indebted  in  bff 
banks,  together  with  the  swu,  where  the  amont 
shall  exceisd  a  given  sum,  and  have  been  of  kar 
standing. 

The  object,  I  hope,  is  not  misundcntood,  eiifaff 
as  regards  the  borrower,  the  directory,  or  the  pofaiic 

To  restrain  the  former  in  his  inordinate  thiis 
for  vidonary  speculation,  pomp,  and  parade,  I 
would  warn  him  to  look  before  nim ;  not,  sir,  b 
the  wide  fields  of  hope  and  delusive  gratificatiaa 
resting  upon  the  bounty  and  partiality  of  frioft 
having  at  command  hanking  ciqiital,  and  indd- 
ginff  within  closed  doors  and  confidential  tnst; 
no,  Mr.  President,  I  would  point  him  to  a  certia 
real,  and  known  ground,  from  which  the  woi^ 
must  see  his  situation  within  some  reasonable  j/t 
riod  of  limitation.  And  thus  I  would  hope  : 
effect  two  objects — first,  to  check  his  thirst  f> 
enormous  loans ;  and,  secondly,  to  incite  hiiBS 
due  time  to  payment 

As  relates  to  the  directory,  it  would  operate  t 
a  restraint  on  their  disposition  towards  taTchift 
and  prevent  gross  abuses  of  tbb  important  pii^ 
privilege^  by  reminding  them  that  they  were  bC* 
irresponsibLe  to  the  society  in  ^Hiich  ihey  Live,  sd 
that,  whenever  they  indulged  to  an  excess  oi  \ 
pernicious  tendency,  as  behmd  a  dark  veil  to  ^ 
transgression,  their  deeds  ousht  to  be  rendered  km 
the  hands  of  an  injured  people. 

Standing  this  day  as  the  Representetive  oi  i 
State,  it  is  m^r  duty  to  trace  the  causes  connectt 
with  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  which  have  i 
materially  contributed  to  the  distressed  situadont 
my  countrv. 

jLet  me  out  supnose  bills  to  have  beoi  drawn  i 
the  amount  of  miUions,  if  vou  please,  sir,  in  fav< 
of  a  few.  With  those  hills  they  purchase  up  tl 
circulating  currency  of  the  State^  and  drain  h 
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cofleis.  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  how  tkis 
is  done.  You  can  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  a 
credit  without  iimit^  and  whicn  is  above  par,  may 
soon  exhaust  a  limited  capitsJ.  By  pursuing  the 
following  inquiries,  we  sh^  arrive  at  the  truth, 
and  understand  the  result  of  this  business : 

1.  That  the  banks  of  the  United  States  have, 
by  virtue  of  their  credit  merely,  created  a  large 
debt 

2.  That  a  g^-eat  portion  of  this  debt  is  unnaid, 
and  the  most  of  those  in  whose  favor  they  nave 
drawn,  are  vet  their  debtors. 

3.  That  tnose  persons,  with  the  means  thus  fur- 
nished, have  been  enabled  to  supply  themselves  out 
of  the  money  in  the  State,  to  live  and  speculate 
upon  her  wealth,  and  exhaust  h^  resources. 

Thus,  sir,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  that  one 
may  draw — another  pay — and  a  third  receive  the 
benefit :  that  considerable  sums  have  been  drawn 
from  us,  is  demonstrated  from  what  we  were  then, 
and  what  we  now  are.  Our  money  is  gone,  and  you 
are  not  paid.  Where,  then,  is  the  money  ?  Snail 
I  give  you,  Mr.  President,  a  plain  country  answer  ? 
Gentlemen  have  lived  upon  it — ^ithas  been  wasted 
in  extravagance^  and  squandered  in  idleness,  spec- 
ulation, and  dissipation.  Yes,  sir,  we  invited  your 
bank  among  us---8he  came  wiUiout  money — ^by 
her  credit  she  has  pressed  and  distressed  us— upon 
our  substance  she  has  lived,  and  has  feasted  near 
farorites.  Are  not  these  facts  substantially  cor- 
rect ?  But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  not  those  who 
owe  the  money,  our  own  citizens  ?  This,  sir,  is 
the  question,  the  very  question  which  speaks  the 
great  propriety  and  necessity  of  knowing  who  they 
are ;  and  thisinowled{;e  must  come  from  the  bank, 
or  you  cannot  obtain  it.  But  that  it  is  all-import- 
ant to  know  who  they  are,  as  regards  the  interest 
of  the  West,  I  beg  leave  to  show  you,  by  the  fol- 
lowing argument : 

Who  ai^xunts  the  directors  ?  The  stockholders. 
Who  are  they  ?  Men  of  great  wealth,  and  mer- 
cantile houses,  having  an  intimate  connexion  in 
trade,  monev,  and  interest,  with  wealthy  European 
houses.  Wno  want  our  iiour — who  purchase  our 
tobacco  ?  Those  very  gentlemen.  How  may  they 
regulate  the  price  ?  Bv  draining  all  eitfrency,  and 
placing  us  in  want  and  aistress.  And  how  can  that 
be  done  ?    As  has  already  been  shown. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  without  a  wish  to  intimidate 
or  give  any  alarm,  I  put  this  question :  do  you  be- 
lieve that  a  free  people,  covermg  a  vast  countrif, 
and  without  sayiujgr  more  about  tnem,  will  sulmiit 
to  a,  UindJbkMJxAicY^  which  subjects  them  to  such 
enormities?  What  is  the  secunty  that  those  ^n- 
tlemen  will  not.  by  themselves  and  others  of  tneir 
choice,  draw  bills  of  credit,  by  which,  from  sales 
to  our  merchants  and  others,  they  can,  receive  in 
payment  our  money,  and  thus  draw  it  firom  us ; 
and  then  turn  round  and  purchase  according  to 
our  wants  and  necessities,  not  only  our  produce, 
bat  likewise  our  homes,  and  even  the  beds  from 
under  our  children'? 

Say  the  best  of  it.  sir^  and  the  onl^  repose  you 
can  gi've^  is  upon  tne  integrity,  the  impartiality. 
and  tbe  justice,  of  the  directors.  But  yet  the  ola 
qaestion  recurs,  and  will  again  and  again  arise — 
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suppose  they  are  not  impartial  and  are  not  just  ? 
Then  the  answer  is,  it  is  wrong  that  we  should 
know  it,  or  have  any  other  check  a^nst  its  repe- 
tition. And,  whilst  you  would  admmister  to  us  the 
comfort  derivable  from  the  fact,  that  there  are  hon- 
orable gentlemen  of  great  intog^rity  in  those  insti- 
tutions, we  are,  nevertheless,  iearlul  of  that  pre- 
dominant passion  of  man,  avarice :  an  inordinate 
thirst  for  wealth  and  power.  Is  it,  then,  that  our 
best  hope  is,  that  man  is  without  avarice^  uniust 
avarice,  and  free  from  ambition  ?  If  he  is,  thea, 
verily,  we  are  safe--otherwise,  we  have  no  secur- 
it)[.  Their  deeds  are  in  secret.  How,  sir,  would 
this  doctrine  sound,  that  even  the  act  of  this  na- 
tional assembage,  who  come  from  the  bosoms  of 
the  people,  however  vitally  important  to  them, 
must  continue  to  roll  on  in  profound  mystery  ana 
secrecy? 

'What  safety  have  we  that  money — ^this  heavy 
and  attractive  metal — may  not  be  dirawn  into  the 
scale  of  political  freedom  /  Will  you  stand  surety, 
sir,  that  in  the  choice  of  directors  this  question 
never  secretly  steals  along  to  an  inclining  cast — 
what  are  the  politics  of  this  and  of  that  mani 
Who  will  he  favor  with  money  ?  And  how  may 
those  means  be  advantageously  employed  1  Sir, 
we  who  are  poor,  and  whose  poverty  you  have, 
stript,  but  who  are  not  bereft  ot  a  more  intrinnc 
worth,  protest  most  solemnly  against  every  thing 
conducmg  to  such  an  event.  Aad  as  we  will  not 
give^  so  neither  do  we  want  any  sordid  advantage, 
or  Judas  arts,  to  make  proselytes  or  sustain  our 
faith. 

But,  again,  suppose,  sir,  this  dark  and  hidden 
influence  to  extead  across  the  Atlantic;  that  a 
foreign  ministry  may  be  able  to  operate  upon  her 
houses  of -wealth ;  tnat  those  houses  are,  m  trade 
and  interest,  deeply  connected  with  your  own 
mercantile  and  wealthy  houses  -,  that,  oy  bills  of 
credit  and  a  well-concerted  policy,  they  drain  ua 
of  our  money,  as  preparatory  to  a  more  effectual 
blow  upon  our  weaaness.  Where  is  the  vigilant, 
political  eye,  which  is  ev«r  on  the  alert  against 
advantage,  and  always  attentive  to  passing  events? 
It  is  as  if  behind  a  dark  doud ;  all  is  as  if  in  ob- 
scure and  silent  death,  from  the  foreign  court  down 
even  to  a  western  vaialt,  till  the  plw  is  matured 
jmd  the  blow  given. 

But  thifi,  we  shall  be  told«  is  all  imaginary,  and 
quite  improbable.  Grant  tnat  it  is  so.  And  hece 
is  the  repose  of  our  hope.  But  would  you  be 
willing  to  give  to  the  President  of  this  natioiu 
the  man  of  the  people,  such  vast,  concealed,  and 
irresponsible  power  over  millions?  Would  the 
Congress  herself  dare  to  assume  the  imm^se  power 
over  the  united  wealth  of  themselves  and  others, 
under  the  sanction  of.secret,  legal  operation,  with- 
out responsibility  for  political  abu^  ? 

It  is  not  as  against  particular  men,  but  upon 
general  principle,  I  would  hope  to  act  With  some 
of  the  gentlemen  in  the  directory  I  have  a  personal 
acquaintance ;  they  are  respectable  and  very  wor- 
thy men.  Some  of  them,  placed  in  this  $tatioQ, 
would  do  credit  to  themselves  and  justice  to  their 
country.  Change  places,  and  they  would  demand 
of  us  an  exhibition,  of  our  deeds,  which  so  deqdy 
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concern  the  puUic  welfare  and  impartial  jnstiee. 
But.  sir,  tHey  are  but  men,  hayinz,  as  they  suppose, 
the. bright  prospect  of  wealth  before  them — specu- 
lation, m  her  tinselled  attire,  with  all  her  seductiye 
charms,  presented  to  their  taste,  and  the  full  means 
at  command. 

And  thus  it  is,  that  whilst  not  one,  perhaps,  in 
fire  hundred,  possibly  in  a  thousand,  of  the  free 
men  of  a  State,  hare  been  aUe  to  obtain  accom- 
modations of  very  moderate  sums,  and  for  quite 
limited  periods,  possessing,  too,  both  the  alnlity  and 
character  for  punctuality  to  refund^  others  hare 
receiyed  ten,  twenty,  fifty,  and  eren  as  high  as  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  is  not  mere  con- 
jecture ;  nor  does  it  depend  upon  deduction  or  ar- 
gument   It  is  a  fiict  which  will  not  be  denied. 

But.  I  would  by  no  means  be  understood  to  say. 
that  all  the  money  thus  obtained,  has  been  applied 
to  the  objects  of  extraragance  and  dissipation.  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe,  some  has  been  employed  in 
laudable  enterprise  and  useful  improrements ;  and, 
in  some  instances,  to  purposes  ot  private  and  just 
convenience.  But,  I  apprehend,  those  instances 
are  but  few,  compared  with  the  immense  sums 
drawn  from  the  States. 

With  respect,  Mr.  President,  to  the  last  proposi- 
tion, little  need  be  said.  The  object  of  which  is  to 
enable  persons  interested  in  the  information,  to  ob- 
tain it  from  the  bank,  relative  to  the  situation  of 
any  one  therein  indebted. 

To  this  it  is  objected,  that,  to  disclose  the  situa^ 
tion  of  a  debtor,  might  injure  nis  credit — ^faring  upon 
him  his  creditors  without  mercy — embarrass  his 
arrangements — and  deprive  him  from  the  benefit 
of  advantages,  which  otherwise%e  might  have  ob- 
tained. This  is  all  true.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  quite  possible,  that,  instead  of  working  out  of 
debt,  he  may  work  farther  in ;  and  it  seems  but 
fair,  that  he  who  sustains  the  risk  incident  to  the 
indulgence,  or  as  a  security,  ought  npt  to  be  refused 
the  information  necessarv  to  a  correct  exercise  of 
his  own  free  will.  The  nank  ought  not  to  claim 
the  privilege  of  being  gene^us  at  the  risk  and  ex- 
pense of  others. 

But,  this  rule,  I  apprehend,  is  more  the  result  of 
an  intended  advantage  over  other  creditors.  The 
directory  know  the  situation  of  the  debtor,  and 
know,,  of  course,  when,  and  in  what  manner,  to 
proceed  to  secure  themselyes.  They  may  extend 
his  credit  at  the  very  moment  when  they  perceiva 
his  insolvency  is  probable,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  command  other  resources ;  or,  possiUy,  in 
order  to  enaUe  some  endorsers  to  get  ofi*  and  pro- 
cure others  on  his  paper.  As  respects  other  debtors, 
creditors  are  on  equal  eround*  JBesides,  truth  ought 
never  to  be  suppressed,  in  order  to  accomplish  pos- 
sible good,  ratner  than  be  disclosed  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  injury  eaually  probable,  and  do  justice  to 
the  innocent.  Upon  this  point,  however,  I  have 
less  solicitude.  The  others  I  consider  as  vitally 
important  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  done.  The  course  is  be- 
fore the  bank — ^whether  she  will  adopt  any  measure 
in  aid  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  country,  which 
she  has  b^en  so  instrumental  in  producing;  or 
whether  idie  will  continue  to  repose  upon  the  fos- 


tering indulgence  <^  this  (Government,  as  towut 
a  favorite,  but,  spoilt  child,  time  must  unfold.  Br. 
with  this  House,  the  question  is  difierent  h  r 
politic  and  right  to  continue  in  a  State,  agtinr 
ner  will,  an  institution,  public  in  its  character,  br 
speculative  in  its  practice,  to  the  inevitaUe  distoii- 
ance  of  governmental  unity,  and  the  disafiecus 
of  the  people?  For,  let  it  be  remembered,  tk 
their  withdrawal  would  only  be  requested,  uDdcr 
cireumstances  conducing  to  that  event.  And  wl 
you  lay  no  restraint  upon  that  course  of  policy  nc 
of  favoritism,  which  is  so  fully  calculated  to  pk? 
the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a  State  at  the  fed^ 
a  corporation  ? 

Be  it  so,  then,  sir:  the  decision  of  this  Hoof 
shall  be  my  rule  of  conduct;  but  not,  sir,  the  us 
of  my  conviction.  I  will,  therefore,  again  « 
aj;ain,  at  the  proper  time  and  on  the  proper  oeer 
sion,  wrestle  with  these  questions,  a$  with  stiaz 
faith,  to  ultimate  success.  Inspire  unitf,  intereg 
and  prosperity ;  or  depart  the  bosom  of  the  Stilf. 

When  Mr.  L.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  New  Jersey,  called  for  a  divis:: 
of  the  question  on  the  resolutions ;  and,  no  fmtb 
debate  ensuing. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resoJutic 
and  decided  in  the  nesative — ayes  12,  noes  24. 

The  Question  was  tnen  put  on  the  two  Temli^ 
ing  resolutions,  successively,  without  debate^  u- 
also  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  divissa 
but  few  voices  being  heard  in  the 


ve. 


Weunesday,  January  5. 

The  PREsinEMT  communicated  a  letter  fromt!^ 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  i^ 
Army  Kefister,  for  each  member  of  Uie  Seats 
conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  I> 
cember,  1815 ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  t:* 
Chamber  of  Conmxroe  of  the  city  of  New  Yoa 
on  the  subject  of  the  discriminating  duties  c^ 
lished  in  France  on  the  staple  products  of  ^ 
country.  renresenting[  the  evil  consequences  les^' 
ing  to  tne  shipping  mterest  of  the  United  Stiit 
therefrom,  and  {paying  relief;  and  the  memos- 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fa- 
eign  Afiairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideratiou  of  *>^ 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  m 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  otbe 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  >ras  po^ 
poned  until  the  second  Monday  in  Fdmary  ner 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  obtaivs^ 
accurate  statements  of  the  foreign  eomineree 
the  United  States;  and,  no  amendment  haras 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  repcMrted  to  the  Hoe» 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  tlur 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  *^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relid'-J 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  NichcKi^ 
Vreeland,  deceased ;  and,  no  amendment  haTifij 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoo* 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  utf 
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The  Senate  resiuiied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  establishing  a 
circoit  court  within  and  fiH*  the  District  of  Maine ; 
and  the  lull  baring  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and,  the  amendment  be- 
ing concmred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed and  read  a  third  time. 

Bfr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  the  following  report,  which  was  read : 

The  Committee  on  Peonons,  to  whom  wiM  refer- 
red a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  Deeember  30,  1819, 
iDitmcting  the  said  eommittee  to  inqaire  into  the  ex* 
pediencj  of  reviving  the  act  of  1806,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  bj  known 
woands  received  in  the  Revolationary  war,"  which 
expired  at  the  cloee  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
report: 

That  tbej  have  examined  the  subject  embraced  in 
the  said  resolution,  and,  finding  that  persons  placed 
on  the  pension  fuil,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1806, 
maj  continue  to  receive  their  pensions  as  heretofore,  by 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  regulating  the  payments  of  invalid  pensioners," 
approved  3d  March,  1819;  and  believing  that  most,  if 
not  all  the  cases,  that  would  come  within  the  act  of 
18P6,  if  revived,  may  be  relieved  under  the  more  liberal 
provisions  of  the  act  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  committee 
are*  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  necetsary  t>r 
expedient  to  revive  the  act  in  the  said  resolution 
mentioned. 

The  bill  from  the  other  Hoose,  making  a  pattial 
appropriation  for  the  military  serrice  oi  the  year 
1§20,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten- 
nessee^ re-committed  to.  the  military  committee, 
who  subsequently  reported  two  amendments  (ap- 
propriating for  the  national  armories  fifty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  for  arrearages  on  the  settlement 
of  outstanding  claims  fifty  thousand  dollars,^  which 
amendments  were  agreed  to^  and  the  bill,  thus 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  took  up  the  biH  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
tne  Union ;  when, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.lilELLEN,  the  said  bill  was 
postponed  for  four  weeks. 

(Though  nothing  was  said .  on.  this  .motion,  it 
may  be  proper  to  explain  that  the  reason  of  the 
moYer  for  making,  and  of  the  Senate  for  agreeing 
to  it,  was  understood  to  proceed  from  an  intention 
of  relinquishing^  the  (urtner  consideration  of  this 
billj  and  of  taking  up  the  bill  on  the  same  subject 
which  has  already  passed  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires,  and  been  receired  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  Dana  offered  the  proceedings  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  town  meeting  of  New  Haren,  Con- 
necticut, expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
have  the  right  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  slarery 
into  any  State  or  Territory,  hereafter  to  be  formed 
and  admitted  into  the  Umon.  and  that  the  admis- 
sion of  slayery  into  any  socn  State  or  Territory 
would  be  opposed  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our 
Gk>Temment,  and  injurious  to  the  highest  interests 
of  the  nation,  and  requesting  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  from  that  State,  in  Congress,  to 
use  their  exertions  to  prerent  the  tether  extension 


of  slavery  in  the  United  States ;  which  were  re- 
ceived and  read. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Tichenor  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  the 
bin  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

RESOLUTIONS  OP  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr.  LowRiE  offered  the  following  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  were 
received  and  read. 

*<  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  ]people»  and  all 
free  governments  are  founded  on  their  authority  and 
instituted  for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness,''  are 
the  fundamental  principles  of  republicanism. 

To  prevent  the  peace,  safety,  and  happiness  of  the 
people  from  being  endangered,  political  orthodoxy 
teaches  ■  that  they  ought  never  to  delegate  a  power 
which  they  can  exercise  with  convenience  to  them* 
selves. 

In  proportion  as  the  capital  of  a  moneyed  instita« 
tion  is  increased,  its  branches  extended,  and  its  direp- 
tion  removed  from  the  body  of  the  people,  so  also  will 
be  increased  its  power  and  inclination  to  do  evil  and 
totvranniie.    Therefore, 

Kuolved  hy  the.  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeenta* 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen' 
eral  Assembly  met.  That  the  foUowiog  amendment  be 
proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  via: 
Congress  shall  make  no  law  to  erect  or  iocerporate 
any  bank  or  other  moneyed  institution,  except  Within 
the  District  c-f  Columbia;  and  every  bank  or  other 
moneyed  institution  which  shall  be  established  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  riiall,  together  with  its  branches 
and  offices  of  discount  and  depostte,  be  confined  to 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resolved^  That  our  Senators  snd  Representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  use  their^  exertions  to  pro- 
cure the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit copies  of  the  foregoing  preamble,  proposed  amend- 
ment, and  resolutions,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress ;  and  also  to  transmit  like 
copies  to  the  Eiecuttves  of  the  several  Sutes,  with  a 
request  that  they  lav  the  aame  before  the  Legisiatues 
thereof,  soliciting  tbeir  cooperation^  in  procoring  tha 
adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendqiaat. 

REES  HILL, 
Smeahtr  of  the  House  of  Rips* 

ISAAC  WEAVER, 
Bpmket  of  the  SeHoie. 

Approved,  Maith  S9,  1819. 

WILLIAM  PINDLAY. 

SLAVERY  IN  NEW  STATES^ 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  offered  the  foBowing  jMroceedingB 
of  the  same  Legislature,  which  were  also  received, 
and  read : 

ResioluHonM  relative  to  freoentingthe  introduetion  of 
Slasery  %nio  new  statu. 
The  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUtiTOs  of  tho 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvanis,  whilst  they  cherish 
the  right  of  the  individual  SUtes  to  express  their  opin- 
ions upon  all  pnblic  measures  proposed  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Union,  are  aware  that  its  usefulness  must 
in  a  great  degree  depend  u|k>n  the  discretion  with 
which  it  bezerdsed.  They  believe  that  the  right  ought 
not  to  be  nsorted  ID  open  trivial  aubfeels  or  onimpof^ 
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teot  ooeMiont,  but  tlwy  ire  alto  penaadod  that  tlien 
are  momenta  when  the  neglect  to  eiefciae  it  wonkl 
be  a  dereliction  of  pablic  datj. 

Such  an  ooeaaion  aa  in  their  judgment  demands  the 
frank  eipremion  of  the  lentimenta  of  Pennayhania  is 
now  prjesented.  A  measure  was  ardently  supported 
in  the  last  Congress  of  the  United  States^  and  will 
probably  be  as  earnestly  urged  during  the  existing  ses- 
sion of  that  body«  which  has  a  palpable  tendency  to 
impair  the  political  relations  of  the  several  States; 
which  is  calculated  to  mar  the  sodal  happiness  of  the 
present  and  future  generations;  which,  if  adopted, 
would  impede  the  march  of  huomnity  and  freedom 
through  the  world,  and  would  affix  and  perpetuate  an 
odious  stain  upon  the  present  race; — a  measure,  in 
brie^  which  proposes  to  spread  the  crimes  and  cruel^ 
ties  of  slavery  from  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

When  measures  of  this  character  are  seriously  advo- 
cated in  the  republican  Congress  of  America*  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  several  States  are  invoked  by 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  Peity,  by  the  venera- 
tion which  they  entertain  for  the  memory  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Republic,  and  by  a  tender  regard  for  poster- 
ity, to  protest  against  its  adoption,  to  refuse  to  covenant 
with  crime,  and  to  limit  the  range  of  an  evil  that 
alreadyhangs  in  awful  4>oding  over  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  Union. 

Nur  can  such  a  protest  be  entered  by  any  State  with 
greater  propriety  than  by  Pennsylvania.  This  Com- 
monwealth has  as  sacredly  respected  the  rights  of  other 
States  as  it  has  been  careful  of  its  own.  It  has  been 
the  invariable  aim  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to 
extend  to  the  universe,  by  their  example,  the  unadul- 
terated blessings  of  civil  and  religious  freedom*  It  is 
their  pride,  that  they  have  been  at  all  times  the  prac- 
tical advocatea  of  those  improvements  and  charities 
amongst  men  which  are  so  well  calculated  tib  enable 
them  to  answer  the  purposes  of  their  Creator;  and, 
above  all,  they  may  boast  that  they  were  foremoat  in 
removing  the  pollution  of  slavery  firom  amongst  them. 

If,  indeed,  the  measure  againat  which  Pennaylvania 
eonsidani  it  her  duty  to  raiae  her  voice,  was  calanlaled 
to  abridge  any  of  the  ri^ta  guarantied  to  the  several 
States ;  if,  odious  as  slavery,  ia,  it  waa  propoaed  to 
haatan  its  extinction  by  meaaa  injnrioua  to  ^e  -Statea 
upon  which  it  waa  unhappily  entailed,  Pennsylvania 
would  be  amongst  the  first  to  insist  upon  a  sacred  ob- 
sarrance  of  the  Constitutiottal  compact  But  it  cannot 
be  pretended  &at  the  rights  of  any  of  the  States  are 
at  all  ta  beafleeted  by  refiiaing  to  extend  the  mischiefr 
of  human  bondsge  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 
West,  a  territory  which  formed  no  part  of  the  Con- 
federation at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  which 
has  been  but  lately  purchased  from  an  European  Power 
by  the  people  at  large ;  which  may  or  m^  not  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Union  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  which  must  establish  a  Republican  form  of 
government,  and  no  other ;  and  whose  climate  affords 
none  of  the  pretexts  urged  forresoiting  to  the  labor  of 
natives  of  the  torrid  xone.  Such  a  territory  has  no 
right,  inherent  or  ao^nirad.  such  as  those  Statea  pos- 
sessed which  established  the  existing  Constitution. 
When  that  Conatitatien  waa  framed,  in  September, 
aeventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  concession 
that  thiee-fiftha  of  the  alavaa  in  the  Stetas  then  existing 
sihould  be  represented  in  Congress,  ooukl  not  have 
been  intended  to  embrace  regions  at  thai  time  held  by 
afcneigB  Poweiv    On  the  eonttniy,  ao  aiuioiia  were 


'  tl^e  Congreas  of  that  day  to  eonfina  human  bondage 
within  ita  ancient  home,  that,  on  the  thirteenth  t^ 
July,  aeventeen  hundred  and  eighty-aeven,  that  body 
unanimonaly  declared  thi^t  alavery  or  involuntary  ser- 
vitude should  not  exist  in  the  extensive  territories 
bounded  by  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  Canada  and  the 
Lakes.  And  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  of  servile  persons  aller  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  is  expressly  recognised ; 
nor  is  thcrd  to  be  found  in  the  statute  book  a  aingle 
instance  of  the  admlision  of  a  Territory  to  the  rank  of  a 
State,  in  which  Congrees  have  not  adhered  to  the  right 
vested  in  them  by  tiie  Constitution,  to  stipulate  with 
the  Territory  upon  the  conditions  of  such  admiaaion. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea  of  Penn- 
sylvsnia,  therefore,  cannot  but  deprecate  any  departure 
from  the  humane  and  enlightened  policy,  puraoed  not 
only  by  the  illustrious  Congress  of  1787,  but  hj  tiieir 
successors,  without  exception.  They  are  peraaaded 
that,  to  open  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  to  a  aervile 
race,  would  tend  to  increase  their  numbers  beyond  sll 
past  example,  would  open  a  new  and  steady  market 
for  the  lawless  venders  of  human  flesh,  and  would 
render  all  schemes  for  obliterating  this  most  foul  blot 
upon  the  American  character,  useless  and  unavailing. 

Under  these  convictions,  and  in  frill  persuasion  that 
upon  this  topic  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Pennsyl- 
vania— 

ReMohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreMenla- 
iiveeof  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsfhania,  TOat 
the  ^natora  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the 
Congrees  of  the  Udited  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
requested  toveteittainstthe  admission  of  any  Territoiy 
aa  a  State  in  the  Union,  unlesa  *■  die  frirther  introduc- 
tion of  alavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  the 
pnaishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  ahall  be  prohibited  ;  and  all 
children  bom  within  the  aaid  Territory,  after  the  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  aa  a  Stote,  shall  be  free,  but 
may  be  held  to  aervice  until  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years." 

Retdved,  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  ia  hereby 
requested  to  eauae  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE, 
Speaker  of  tfte  Houet  of  Representatioei, 

ISAAC  WEAVER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

ArrnoTaiH-The  23d  day  of  December,  1SI9. 

WILLIAM  FINDLAY. 


.  Thursday,  January  6. 

The  PRBsroBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  <^  War,  comprehending  statements  of 
the  expenditure  and  apphoaCioQ  of  all  such  sams  of 
money  as  hare  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  from  the  1st  of  October  1818, 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1819,  indusiTe,  in  virtue 
of  the  appropriation  kws  of  1819,  and  of  the  un- 
expended balances  of  former  appropriations  re> 
maining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1818 ;  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  1st  section  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  1809,  further  to  amend 
the  seTval  acta  fw  the  estebliihmc&t  and  r^;ala- 
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tion  of  the  TreMory,  War,  and  Nury  Depart- 
ments; and  the  report  was  read. 

The  PassiDBNT  also  communicated  a  similar 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy,  and  also  a 
letter  from  him  transmitting  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate serenty-fiye  copies  of  the  Naral  Register ;  and 
the  report  and  letter  vere  respectively  read. 

The  Presideht  also  communicated  the  petition 
of  Ann  Wilson,  iu'  behalf  of  herself  and  others, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  funding 
certain  loan  office  and  other  certificates  and  con- 
tinental money  in  their  possession,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Coounittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RonsBTs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  reUef  of 
Christopher  Fowler,  reported  the  ^me  without 
amendment,  accompanied  bv  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  ^  bin  be  r^ected ;  and  the  report  was 
read.  i 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  conunittee,  to 
whom  WB9  referred  the  petition  of  David  Henley, 
late  of  KnozriUe,  Tennessee,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets 
imwessed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Pabrott  presented  the  mepH»orial  of  mer- 
chants and  othen,  of  Portsmouth,  New^Hamp- 
shzrei,  in  favor  of  a  nationi^  bankrupt  law;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DicK£R80N  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Leiper  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  the  tariff  may  be  revised  in 
such  a  mode  as  to  revive  our  drooping  manufac- 
tDres,and  afibrd  effectual  protection  of  tne  national 
industry ;  and  the  memorial  n^as  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the 
petiticm  of  Joshua  Nevill,  and,  in  conformity  there- 
to, resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Rfm^oed,  That  the  Commiilee  on  Pensions  be  ia- 
■inieted  to  inqave  whether  foy  amendment  be  ne- 
OMwry  to  llie  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  fi>r  cer* 
tain  penona  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  serrice  of 
the  Unitfld  States  in  the  Revolutionary  War,"  ap- 
proved March  16th,  1818,  the  better  to  insure  the 
ezecutien  of  the  said  act,  according  to  its  true  spirit 
tnd  intention,  and  whether  it  be  expedient,  in  any 
retpect,  to  amend  or  modify  raid  act. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  regu* 
kte  and  fix  Ine  compensation  of  the  clecks  in  the 
different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  day  of  April,  .one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  "vniich  was  read. 

A&.'Smitb,  £rom  the  committee  to  whom  had 
heea  referred  tke  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine, 
rqiorted  the  aaxiie  with  an  anwudiaent. 


[This  amendmoLt  is  the  whole  of  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, dbc,  without  restriction^ 
The  report  beinff  before  the  senate^ 
Mr.  PiNKNET,  after  adverting  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  question  involved  in  this  an^endment,  and 
the  importance  of  a  full  examination,  clear  under- 
standing, and  correct  decision  of  it,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Tnutsday  next. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 
The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  makings  partial  ap- 

gropriation  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
tates  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States  was  read  a  thir4  time,  and  passed. 

The  billfor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
,  A  messaj^  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  JFames 
Hughes;''  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Philip  Barbour,  de- 
ceased ;"  ana,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  iot  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes,"  waa  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to-  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  ot  Philip  Barbour,  deceeeed^" 
was  read  the  second  ,time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk,"  was  read  the  8ec4md 
time  b^  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  JoHNflOM.  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  tne  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  behalf  of  Christopher  Miller,  praying  that 
adequate  provi^on  may  be  made  for  nim  in  con- 
sideration of  services  rendered  under  General 
Wayne,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was 
read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Llotd  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
and  W.  Meete^  and  others,  manufactory  deal- 
ers in,'and  consumers  of  paper,  residinjg  in  Balti- 
more, praying  that  a  duty  per  lo.  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  American  manntacturer,  be  laid  on  aU 
paper  imported  into  the  United  States ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  refeixed  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


MoKDAY,' January  10. 
Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
BadoUet,  register  of  the  land  ofice  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vincennes,  praying  compensation  for  cer* 
tain  e^tra  services,  as  ftated  m  the  memorial; 
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teol  ocemmmuh  but  llwy  tre  alto  feiiaihd  Uul  tlien 
are  momenta  when  the  neglect  to  eseidaa  it  would 
be  a  derelietion  of  pablie  daty. 

Bnch  an  npfiainn  aa  in  their  jodgment  deman«U  the 
frank  eipreaHon  of  the  aentimenii  of  Pennay  Wania  ia 
now  pfeaented.  A  meaaore  waa  ardently  aupported 
in  the  laat  Congreea  of  the  United  Statea,  and  will 
probably  be  aa  eamcatly  urged  during  the  eziating  weB" 
abn  of  that  body,  which  baa  a  palpable  tendency  to 
impair  the  political  relatione  of  the  several  Statea; 
which  ia  calculated  to  mar  the  social  happiness  of  the 
present  and  futare  generationa;  which,  if  adopted, 
would  impede  the  march  of  huomnity  and  freedom 
through  the  world,  and  would  affix  and  perpetuate  an 
odioua  stain  upon  the  preeent  race; — a  meaaura,  in 
brie^  whidi  propoaea  to  spread  the  Crimea  and  cruei^ 
ties  of  slavery  from  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

When  measures  of  this  character  are  aerioualy  advo- 
cated in  the  republican  Congreaa  of  America,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  several  States  are  invoked  by 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  Peity,  by  the  venera- 
tion which  they  entertain  for  the  memoiy  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Republic,  and  by  a  tender  regard  for  poster- 
ity* to  protest  againat  ita  adoption,  to  refuse  to  covenant 
with  crime,  and  to  limit  the  range  of  an  evil  that 
already  hangs  in  awful  boding  over  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  Union* 

Nor  can  such  a  protect  be  entered  by  any  State  with 
greater  propriety  than  by  Pennsylvania.  This  Com- 
monwealth has  as  sacredly  respected  the  rights  of  other 
States  as  it  has  been  careful  of  its  own.  It  baa  -been 
the  invariable  aim  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to 
extend  to  the  universe,  by  their  example,  the  unadul- 
terated blessings  of  civil  and  religioua  freedom.  It  ia 
their  pride,  that  they  have  been  at  all  timea  the  prac- 
tical advocatea  of  thoae  improvementa  and  charitiea 
amongst  men  which  are  so  well  calculated  to  enable 
them  to  answer  the  purposes  of  their  Creator;  and, 
above  all,  they  may  l^oaat  that  they  were  foremoat  in 
removing  the  pollution  of  slavery  from  amongst  them. 

If,  indeed,  the  measure  againat  which  Pennaylvania 
eonsidars  it  her  duty  to  raiae  her  voice,  waa  caleulaled 
to  abridge  any  of  the  ri^ta  guarantied  to  the  aeveral 
0tatea ;  if,  odioua  aa  aUvary.  la,  it  waa  propoaed  to 
haatan  its  extinction  by  meana  injnripua  to  the  -Statea 
upon  which  it  waa  unhappily  entailedt  Penneylvania 
would  be  amongst  the  fiist  to  inrist  upon  a  sacred  ob- 
aarvance  of  the  ConatitutioBal  compact.  But  it  cannot 
be  pretended  that  the  rights  of  any  of  the  Statea  are 
at  all  ta  be^afleeted  by  reluaing  to  extend  the  mischiela 
of  human  bondage  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 
West,  a  teiritory  which  formed  no  part  of  the  Con- 
federation at  the  adoption  of  the  Conatitution ;  which 
has  been  but  lately  purchased  from  an  European  Power 
by  the  people  at  large ;  which  may  or  m^  not  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Union  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  which  must  establish  a  Republican  form  of 
government,  and  no  other ;  and  whose  climate  aflbrds 
none  of  the  pretexts  urged  for  resorting  to  the  labor  of 
nativea  of  the  torrid  lone.  Such  a  territory  has  no 
right,  inherent  or  aoquirad,  auch  aa  thoae  Statea  pos- 
sessed which  established  the  existing  Conttitutioa. 
When  that  Constitntibn  waa  framed,  in  September, 
aeventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  ooneession 
that  three-llftha  of  the  alavas  in  the  Stetea  then  existing 
rfiould  be  lapieeanted  in  Congress,  could  not  have 
baan  intended  to  embrace  regiona  at  that  time  held  by 
a  AnaigB  PowtA    On  the  eaaUmtjf  ao  aiuioita  ware 


dM  Goograas  of  that  day  to 

within  ita  ancient  hama,  thal»  on  the  thartaanthd 
July,  aaventaen  hwidred  and  eigh^-aaven,  that  bsd^ 
unaniasoQaly  declared  that  aiavety  or  involoataiy  «r- 
vitnde  should  not  exist  in   the  extanaiTa  tasritana 
bounded  by  the  Ohio,  the  Missiasippi,  Canada  and  tic 
Lakea.    And  in  the  ninth  aection  of  the  first  mttkki 
the  Constitntion  itsell^  the  jwwer  of  Congreaa  to  pi> 
hibit  the  migration  of  servile  persona  after  the  jcc 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  ia  expressly  reoognind 
nor  is  there  to  be  found  in  the  statute  book  a  siofk 
instance  of  the  admission  of  a  Territoiy  to  the  rank  eft 
State,  in  which  Congreas  have  not  adhered  to  thttifit 
vested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  to  alipolale  vd 
the  Territory  upon  the  conditiona  of  audi  admisriMi 

The  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaantatiTea  of  Foi- 
sylvania,  therelbre,  cannot  but  deprecate  any  depama 
from  the  humane  and  enlightened  poKqf,  pamoed  w 
only  by  the  ilhistrioua  Congreea  of  1TB7«  bat  fay  ifar 
sucoeasors,  without  exception.  They  are  peiauda 
that,  to  open  the  fertile  regiona  of  the  Weat  to  a  aens 
race,  would  tend  to  increaae  their  numbers  hejoai  il 
past  example,  would  open  a  new  and  ateady  marfa 
for  the  lawless  venders  of  human  fiedk*  and  wo&c 
render  all  schemes  for  obliterating  tfaia  most  Ibul  hi- 
upon  the  American  character,  uselees  and  onavailisf 

Under  these  convictions,  and  in  frJl  peraoanon  tk 
upon  this  topic  there  ia  but  one  opinion  in  Penns;.- 
vsnia — 

JUsohed,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represemti' 
iivee  of  the  Commonwealih  of  Pennsvhania^  Tb£ 
the  ^nators  and  Repreeentativea  of  thie  Stats  is  :kc 
Congreas  of  the  UiUted  Statea  be,  and  they  aro  bercbr. 
requeated  to  vote  againat  the  admisaion  of  any  Terrinif 
aa  a  State  in  the  Union,  noleaa  *■  Aa  fltitker  intrei^ 
tion  of  slavery  or  involuntary  aervituda,  axcopt  for  te 
punishment  of  orimae,  whareof  the  party  ahall  hi« 
baan  duly  eanvieted«  ehall  be  pririiihited  ;  and  C 
children  bom  within  the  aaid  Terfitory.  after  the  se- 
miasion  into  the  Union  aa  a  State,  ehall  be  free,  be 
may  be  held  to  aarvice  until  the  age  of  twemy4« 
years." 

Buolvedt  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  ia  hcn^ 

requeeted  to  eauae  a  aopy  of  the  foregoing  preaa^ 

and  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  SeaHiB 

I  and  Representativea  of  thia  State  in  the  Congrcsi  ^ 

the  United  Sutes. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE, 
Speaker  of  the  Houst  of  Repreaeniatna- 
ISAAC  WEAVER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senati* 

ArrnoTaiH-Tha  SSd  day  of  Deeembar,  1819. 

WILLIAM  FINDI«AY. 


.  Thursday,  January  6. 

The  Frbsidbiit  oommunicated  a  report  of  tkr 
Secretary  of  War,  comprehendini^  atatements  of 
the  expenditure  and  anphoaCion  of  all  such  sun^c^ 
money  aa  have  be^  drawn  horn  the  Treasury  bf 
the  Secretary  of  War  from  the  1st  of  October  1S1& 
to  the  dOth  of  September,  1819,  inektaiTe,  in  yim 
of  the  approphadon  kws  of  1819,  and  of  tl^  i» 
expended  balances  of  fonaier  appropriations  ir 
maining  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  OctobA 
1818 ;  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  1st  aection  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  1809,  further  to  mmed 
the  serwal  acts  fw  the  establishnMUt  and  n^M 
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Januabt,  1820. 


Pntemirngt. 


Senate. 


bei  20th,  1819^  ixLstructliur  them  to  inquire  into  the 
ejroediency  of  reviving  me  act  of  1806,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  dbabied 
by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,''  which  expired  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress ;  and  in  concurrence  therewith, 

RuUveij  That  it  is  not  necessary  or  expedient 
to  revive  me  act  in  said  resolution  mentibned. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  &e 
Revolutionary  war,^'  approved  March  18th,  1818, 
the  better  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  said  act, 
according  to  its  true  spirit  and  intention,  and  whe- 
ther it  be  expedient  in  any  respect  to  amend  or 
modify  said  act,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in.  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
BoRBiLL,  the  further  considelration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  February 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  tne  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
the  different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  of  April, 
1816,"  together  with  the  amendm'ent  reported 
thereto  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  $  and,  the 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  amended  according!  j[ ;  and, 
the  amendment  beine  concurred  in,  the  biU  wa3 
ord^ed  to  be  read  a  tnird  time  as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  .of  Electors  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Stated ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lank A)r, 
the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 

consideration : 

»        ■» 

Retoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inqaire  whether  any  amendments  can 
be  made  in  the  criminal  code  of  the  United  States,  bj 
which  to  punish  persons  guilty  of  forging  papers,  or 
▼onchers  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  any  claims 
now,  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  against  the.  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  withiQ  and 
for  the  District  of  Maine,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  PREsmENT  communicated  a  report  of  ihe 
Secretary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  2d  March.  1799,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  pa^  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen,  and  to  amend  the  same,"  contpuning  ab- 
stracts of  all  the  returns  made  to  that  De|»rtment, 


by  the  collectors  of  the  different  ports,  for  the  years 
1818  and  1819;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Hunter  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bUl,  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  rer 
ports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  ap- 
proved the  3d  March,  1817. 

Mr.  San  FORD  presented  the  petition  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  boots  and  shoes,  m  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importa^ 
tion  of^^  such  articles,  so  as  to  extend  to  them  an 
adequate  protection;  and' the  petition  was  read» 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 


Tuesday,  January  11. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  enticed  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Ship- 
ley, administrator  of  Thomas  Buckminsten  late 
lieutenant  in.  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United 
States  infantry,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
concurrence  ot  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  NeW  York, 
recommending  the  continuance  of  the  present  mode 
of  collecting  duties  on  importations,  but  in  favor  of 
levying  two  and  an  halt  per  cent,  upon  package 
sales,  and  of  five  per  cent,  for  sales  of  smaller  quan- 
tities, at  auctions,  with  certain  exceptions ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  reietied  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  al- 
lowing Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay  which 
woulc^  have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew, 
had' he  livedo  for  his  service  as  a  private  in  the4ate 
war,"  rejported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  THOMAS  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
^ature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  .may  be  extendfed  to  certain 
settleits  in  said  State,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  PuUic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands; 
and  the  biU  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  to  officers  of  the  Army  a 
specific  sum  monthly,  in  lieu  of  their  present  pay, 
rations,  and'  other  emoluments,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considmtion  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  ta  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  additional  districts  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
agreed  tnereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considmtion  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendments  can  be  made  in  the  criminal  code  of 
the  United  States,  by  which  to  punish  persons 
ffuilty  6f  ibrging  certain  vouchers,  and  agreed 
mereto. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury  Department  was  reaa  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for 
certain  muskets  impresseu  mto  the  service  of  the 
United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill;  entitled  ^  An  act  supplementarv  to  the 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  in  the  different  offices,' 
passed  the  20th  of  April,  1818,"  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  paiissed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presiuent  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. - 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^of  the 
90th  of  January,  1819,  requesting  me  *<  to  cause  a  re- 
port to  be  laid  before  them  at  their  next  session,  of 
such  facts  as  may  be  within  the  means  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain,  showing  how  far  it  may  be  expedient, 
or  not,  to  provide  by  law  for  clothing  the  Army  with 
articles  manniactnred  in  the  United  States,"  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  comprehende  all  the 
information  required  by  the  Senate  in  their  resolution 
■Ibresaid. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbivqtok,  Jan,  8,  182.0.  . 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report  and  documents,  was  read,  and  reiened  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^'the  consideration  of  the  bill  enticed  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1819;"  and,  no.  amendment  baring 
been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to  die  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consi^ation  of  the  lull,  entitled  ^' An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative  of 
Philip  Barbour,  deceased ;"  and,  no  amendment 
haying  been,  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  ^e 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was -referred  the  petition  of  Lathrop  Davis,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  pension;  and,  m  conformity 
thereto,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

.  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tiie 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reierted  the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and  the  fur-' 
ther  considrnticm  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Hightower ;  and, 
in  conformity  thereto,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  JoHNBOV.  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  tor-consideration: 


iteM/oecf,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian 
be  direct^  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
such  alterations  in  the  system  of  Indian  trade  as  will 
be  better  cakulated  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  to  promote  the  civilization  and  happiness  of 
the  Indians. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  under  the 
rule  of  the  Senate  ^late  42)  be  directed  to  inquire 
whether  any  regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  of  the  Journals  and  State  Papers 
hereafter  to  be  printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Hunter  Asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  '^  An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1817; 
and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  die  second 
reading.  *    ' 

Mr.  HoRBET,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  jto  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  r^rted  the  same  with 
amendment,  which  was  read. 


an 


Wednesday,  January  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ezl^ibiting  the  soms 
r^pectively  received  by  each  clerk  in  the  several 
offices  of  that  department,  for  services  rendered 
during  the  year  1819,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21. 1806,  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks ;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  petition 
of  John  Taylor, .  of  the  city  of  new  York,  who 
was  a  mariner  on  board  the  revenue  cutter  Active, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  a^d,  while  in 
the  discharge  of  such  service,  received  a  gumhot 
wound,  which  disabled  him,  and  oraving  a  pen- 
sion in  consideration  thereof;  ana  tne  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committer  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Chapman,  collector  .of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of^  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,'  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

"Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi^  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  confirmin|[  Aiithony  Cava- 
lier and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  seoond 
readinff. 

Mr.  Kobbrts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referved  the  petition  of  Edward  Bar- 
ry and  Georffe  Hodse,  made  a  report,  accouHtani- 
ed  by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
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)er  20th,  1819,  instructiiig  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reriving  uie  act  of  1806,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 
)y  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
w'ar,"  which  expired  at  the  close  of  the  last  scs- 
iion  of  Conmss ;  and  in  concurrence  therewith, 

Rudved^  That  it  is  not  necessary  or  expedient 
to  revive  the  act  in  said  resolution  mentibned. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
notion  of  the  6th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquire  whether  anv  amend- 
nent  be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
irovide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
ind  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  &e 
iievolutionary  war,"  ai^oved  March  18th,  1818, 
he  better  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  said  act, 
iccording  to  its  true  spirit  and  intention,  and  whe- 
her  it  be  expedient  in  any  respect  to  ajnend  or 
aodify  said  act,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
IVhole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
)f  Christopher  Fowler ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr; 
Bur  BILL,  the  further  consideiration  thereof  was 
)ostponed  until  the  i^econd  Monday  in  February 
lext. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
(Vhole,  the<;onsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
ict  supplementarv  to  the  act,  entitle  'An  act  to 
-egulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
he  different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  of  April, 
L818,''  together  with  the  amendnient  reported 
hereto  by  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  ^ 
imendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
>orte(l  to  the  House  amended  acc(»rdingl]r ;  and, 
he  amendment  beine  concurred  in,  the  mU  wa^ 
ordered  to  be  read  a  tnird  time  as  amended. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  ,of  Electors  of  the  President 
ind  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
election  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lanman,^ 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruoktd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  amendments  can 
be  made  in  the  criminal  code  of  the  United  States,  by 
which  to  punish  pe.rsone  guilty  of  forging  papers*  or 
▼ouchers  neceMsry  to  the  establishment  of  any  claims 
now,  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  against  the.  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  withii^  and 
for  the  District  of  Maine,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  Congress,  passed  2d  March.  1799,  entitled  "An 
act  to  revive  and  continue  in  iorce  certain  parts  of 
the  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen,  and  to  amend  the  same,"  containing  ab- 
stracts of  all  the  returns  made  to  that  Department, 


by  the  collectors  of  the  different  ports,  for  the  years 
1818  and  1819;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  HuMTEa  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  rer 
ports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  ap- 
proved the  3d  March,  1617. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  the  man- 
ufacturers of  boots  and  shoes,  m  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importa^ 
tion  of^  such  articles,  so  as  to  extend  to  them  an 
adequate  protection :  and'  the  petition  was  read^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 


Tuesday,  January  11. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  £th;er  Ship- 
ley, adnuoistrator  of  Thomas  Buckminster  late 
lieutenant  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United 
States  infantry,?  in  which  biU  they  request  the 
concurrence  ot  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
recommending  the  continuance  of  tne  present  mode 
of  collecting  duties  on  imjX)rtations,  but  in  favor  of 
levying  two  and  an  halt  per  cent,  upon  package 
sales,  and  of  five  per  cent,  for  sales  of  smaller  quan- 
tities, at  auctions,  with  certain  exceptions ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MojiRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  al- 
lowing Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay  which 
wouicT  have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew, 
had  he  livedo  for  his  service  as  a  private  in  the  late 
war,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
g^lature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  .may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  in  said  State,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coimnittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WiLUAMs,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  PnUic  Lands,  reported  a  bill  making 
further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands: 
and  the  bOl  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  to  officers  of  the  Army  a 
specific  sum  monthly,  in  lieu  of  their  present  i»y, 
rations^  and'  other  emoluments,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  estabHshinjgf  additional  districts  for  the 
sale  of  puUic  lands  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
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impcMrtaat  moyement  of  the  Goyemmeiit  called 
the  Yellaw  Stone  Expedition.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion, yesterda^r,  to  have  given  a  sonuaary  of  my 
views  in  relation  to  that  subject ;  but  drolined  it, 
from  the  conviction  that  a  more  suitable  opportu- 
nity would  ofio',  on  the  maturity  of  some  measure 
wmch  must  grow  out  of  it.  Tne  measure  which 
the  resolution  contemplates  is  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  pursued  by  the  Ciovcrnment,  from  its 
commencement,  in  relation  to  the  natives,  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  the  blessings  of 
civilization:  and  not  a  system  of  annihilation. 
The  great  means  of  influence  over  the  sons  of  the 
forest,  are^  trade  and  intercourse ;  and  as  nothing 
can  restram  the  effects  of  this  influence,  they  should 
be  wisely  regulated.  It  is  a  fact,  established  both 
by  the  report  alluded  to,  and  the  most  authentic 
information,  that  the  avarice  and  profligacy  of  In- 
dian traders  has  often  had  a  direct  tendency  to 
counteract  the  benign  efiects  of  this  nolicy,  and  to 
circumscribe  the  influence  of  benevolent  societies, 
devoted  to  the  work  of  their  instruction  in  the  pre- 
cepts of  Christianity. 

while  we  have  an  army,  its  principal  strmgth 
should  be  seated  upon  the  western  waters.  The  mil- 
itary establishments  about  to  be  made,  are  more 
important  in  the  consequences  which  they  in- 
vohre,  than  those  of  any  former  jieriod.  It  b 
expected,  by  every  part  of  the  nation,  that  the 
plan  of  the  Executive  will  be  prosecuted  to  its 
utmost  design.  Previous  to  this  movement  of 
the  War  Department,  our  whole  Northwestern 
frontier,  from  the  waters  of  Green  Bay  to  the  Ar- 
kansas, was  protected  by  a  single  regiment.  By 
the  present  arran^pement,  it  has  three  times  that 
force  assigned  to  it,  which  is  still  but  a  small  pro- 
portion, compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject. The  most  happy  results  are  combined  in 
this  change.  The  greatest  and  most  exposed  ter- 
ritorial frontier  of  tne  whole  nation  now  enjoys 
securitv;  while  the  positions  taken  are  equally 
favorable  to  the  protection  of  our  most  defenceless 
maritime  frontier,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  through 
which  all  the  commerce  of  the  West  must  pass. 
The  stations  selected  are  well  calculated  to-pre- 
serve  the  health  of  the  troops ;  and,  in  case  of 
danger,  the  facility  and  rapidity  of  the  movement 
down  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  streams 
would  meet  in  time  tne  most  sudden  invasion. 

To  maintain  these  military  posts,  and  to  occupy 
them  with  a  due  proportion  of  our  Army,  I  con- 
ceive, sir,  to  be  a  legitunate  object  of  expenditure ; 
and  the  Western  sections  of  the  tJnion  expect  a 
continu^ce  of  these  opemtions. 

I  shall  ever  consider  it  my  duty  to  promote  the 
disbursement  of  a  fair  proportion  of  public  money 
in  the  West,  when  it  can  oe  done  to  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community.  There  are  many  objects 
of  that  character,  some  of  which  it  may  become 
necessary  for  me  to  ]>re8ent  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate :  for  I  give  it  as  my  opinion)  and  I 
believe  it  also  to  be  in  accordance  with  that  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  that  a  reasonable  ex- 
penditure for  objects  of  national  utility  in  the 
West  will  not  diminish  the  revenue,  nor  increase 
the  amount  of  the  financial  deficiency.    What  is 


thus  circulated  will  go  into  the  hands  of  the  pe- 
and,  by  enabling  them  to  purchase  pok 


t 


nds,  and  make  payments  on  debts  already  c<^ 
tracted  under  fairer  prospects,  would  letuin  n: 
the  public  cofiers.  The  revenue  in  the  Vitsi 
presume^  has  now  accumulated  to  a  million  tai : 
naif  of  d^ars,  which  cannot  be  withdravi  i 
this  time,  without  draining  it  of  all  the  silver  a: 
^Id  which  it  contains,  to  the  ruin  of  thousmd 
Its  most  meritorious  citizens. 

As  to  the  economy  which  has  beea  obserrcs  i 
this  point,  no  individual  will  cha^e  the  WarPi^ 
partment  with  extravagance.  Any  gentleouun. 
will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  examine  the  xat- 
actions  of  that  Department,  will  be  fuUy  satka 
that  the  most  rigid  economy  has  been  uniins. 
observed  ever  since  the  administration  of  r>  ^ 
volved  upon  the  present  incumbent.  In  this  a 
ticular  case  the  only  fear  is,  that  the  desire  tf :: 
ecuting  this  object  at  a  small  expense^  may  res 
its  accomplishment  beyond  the  penod  cobvc 
plated. 

In  concluding  I  shall  observe,  that  economy 
all  times,  shouM  be  regarded  as  a  national  nr. 
and  is  especially  desimble  at  this  moment:  ' 
the  whole  nation  is  deeply  interested  in  this  M. 
tary  Establishment,  and  its  accomplishment 
confidently  expected  by  that  section  whidi  I  hi 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 

[The  resolution  was  agreed  to.]  > 


Thursday,  January  13. 

Mr.  TaoMAs,  from  the  Committee  on  Ps^ 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  oititled  ~A. 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes,"  reported  ^ 
same  without  amendmenL 

Mr.  San  FORD  presented  the  memorial  of  ^ 
Governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  rdatire 
distressed  American  seamen  relieved  by  that  iiucr.- 
tion,  and  praying  remuneration ;  and  the  mesfram- 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  0:s 
merce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  KiMO  presented  the  memorial  of  the  rt^ 
sentatives  of  the  county  of  Monroe  in  the  Lt^V- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying,  ia  h^ 
of  their  constituents,  that  the  lot  containiiif  <^' 
court-house,  and  three  adjoining  lots,  mak^  • 
square,  in  the  town  of  Claiborne,  the  seat  of  juv. 
for  said  county,  for  thd  county  buildings,  mav ' 
vested  in  the  count v,  for  the  use  and  bendfit  ot '• 
same,  free  of  any  charge ;  and  the  memorial  ^' 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pui 
Lands. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  P& 
sons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  }^ 
Charlton  and  Elisha  Douglas,  of  the  Distri<r:  i 
Maine,  pmying  pensions,  made  a  report,  acc:- 
panied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners  ka  i 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition.  The  report  rJ 
resolution  were  read. 

The  bill,  entiUed  ''An  act  allowing  Sarah  M ! 
the  bounty  and  pay  which  would  have  been  -J 
to  her  son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  Uved,  for  hi»  sa 
vices  as  a  private  in  the  late  war,"  was  read  a  tbi 
time,  and  passed. 
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The  resolutioa  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  form^  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Tne  bill  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for 
certain  muskets  impre^ed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  having  taken  up  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  admission  of 
the  State  of  Maine  into  tne  UnioD,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto,  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  which  amendment  embraces  provisions 
for  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a  convention,  &c.,  preparatory  to 
their  admission  into  the  Union — 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose,  and  said 
he  felt  it  to  be  nis  duty  to  try  the  merits  of  these 
two  subjects,  by  a  preliminary  motion  to  this 
effect : 

<«  That  the  bill  for  the  admiMiOD  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,  and  the  amendment  thereto 
reported,  be  recommitted  to  the  Jndiciary  Committee, 
with  instructions  so  to  modify  its  nroTiaions  as  to  ad- 
mit the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union'*  (divested  of 
the  amendment  embracing  Missouri.) 

Mr.  Roberts  said,  that  the  question  involved 
in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, would  probably  excite  much  feeling.  For 
himself,  however,  he  was  determined  to  prepare  to 
meet  it  with  the  temper  and  moderation  which 
were  due  to  it.  But  he  wished,  in  entermj^  upon 
it,  there  should  be  the  most  pertect  regularity,  and 
the  most  full  opportunity  for  discussion.  The 
question  of  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
was  one  question ;  that  of  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri another }  and  that  of  uniting  the  two  in  one 
bill,  was  a  distinct  question,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  unembarrassed  decision  od  which  he 
had  submitted  the  present  motion.  Mr.  R.  advert- 
ed to  the  progress,  m  the  Senate,  of  the  proposition 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union.  Very 
early  in  the  session,  he  said,  a  communication  had 
been  received  from  a  regular  source,  that  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Maine,  duly  authorized 
thereto  by  an  act  oi  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, haa  met  and  formed  a  constitution  of  State 
government.  A  bill  had  been  duly  reported,  by  a 
committee,  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Mame 
into  the  Union,  and  made  .the  order  of  the  day  for 
a  particular  day.  On  that  day,  and. on  successive 
following  days,  it  was  postponed,  for  various  rea- 
sons, on  account  of  the  absence  of  Membexs  from 
different  sections  of  the  Union.  At  that  time,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  there  was  an  intention 
to  connect  the  two  suhjects  of  Maine  and  Missouri ; 
until  a  member  from  Virginia,  in  moving  a  further 
postponement  of  the  bill,  stated  that  he  nad  some 
notion  of  endeavoring  to  connect  the  two  questions. 
This  proceeding  struck  him,  on  comparing  it  with 
the  usual  order  of  proceedings  in  this  House,  as  a 
little  curious,  to  say  the  least  of  it — though  he  did 
not  mention  it  as  a  matter  for  censure,  but  as  a 
mere  statement  of  fiicts.    On  the  29th  of  Decem- 


ber, said  he,  we  find  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  is  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
Some,  days  afterwards,  a  message  is  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  transmitting  a  bill 
for  the  admission,  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  which 
is  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and^  the 
two  subjects  being  thus  before  the  same  committee, 
they  reported  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, , 
by  way  of  a  rider  to  the  bUl  which  came  from  the 
other  House  for  the  admission  of  Maine.  This, 
Mr.'R.  said,  was  an  extraordinary  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, which  ouffht  to  be  met  at  the  threshold ; 
and  he  knew  not  liowit  could  be  more  directly 
met  than  by  the  motion  which  he  had  submittea. 
The  motion  to  recommit,  he  said,  was  a. regular 
motion,  but  was  not  to  be  made,  he  admitted,  but 
in  extraordinary  cases.  This  was  a  case  of  that 
description.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether 
it  was  regular  or  even  justifiable  to  connect  in  one 
bill  two  subjects  totally  distiuf^t,  as  t^ese  in  reality 
are  ?  Maine,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  the  old  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States ;  her  constitution  was 
already  formed,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  from 
which  she  was  to  be  separated :  there  was  no  dis- 
pute about  her  limits,  which  ^were  defined,  nor 
about  the  justice  of  her  claim  to  admission,  which 
was  admitted.  '  There  were  many  doubts  about 
Missouri,  with  respect  to  her  extent,  boundaries, 
and  population,  without  regard  to  other  questions 
which  might  arise  respecting  her  constitution,  &c. 
The  cases  of  Kentucky  and  Vermont  had  been 
cited  as  a  precedent  for  this  proceeding  ^  but,  Mr.  > 
R.  said,  they  were  admitted  by  separate  bills,  passed 
at  difierent  periods  of  the  same  session.  Mr.  R. 
said,  for  his  part,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  two  / 
bills  for  the  admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri 
should  pass-on  the  same  day ;  but  they  ought  to  . 
pass  separately  and  independently  of  each  other.  \ 
Standing,  as  they  did,  on  difierent  grounds,  they  ^ 
ought  to  be  decided  on  their  own  merits. 

Mr.  Smitb^  of  South  Carolina,  said,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  reported  the  amendment, 
according  to  the  ordinary  usage  when  opposition 
arose,  it  pecame  his  duty  to  explain  the  reasons 
whicn  operated  with  them  in  making  that  report, 
although  the  motion  before  the  Senate  did  not 
present  any  distinct  objection  to  it,  but  onljr  sought 
to  modify  it.  If  the  doject  of  the  resolution  wfis 
to  make  the  admission  of  Maine  a  part  of  the  bill, 
the  motion  was  nugatory,  because  Maine  was  al* 
ready  in  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  and  to  rec^ommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  what  was  already  there, 
coiud  answer  no  sensible  purpose.  If  the  object 
was,  to  exclude  Missouri,  tor  tl»  want  of  formal- 
ity, or ^  simplicity  in  the  bill,  the  resolution  ought 
to  be  rejected.  There  could  be  no  good  reason 
why  they  should  be  separated.  The  subject  mat- 
ter was  perfectly  -congenial ;  and  it  was  a  correct 
rule  in  legislation  to  incorporate  in  the  same  statute 
^  subjects  that  were  homogeneous,  and  this  prin- 
ciple accorded  with  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
Senate.  But,  if  it  had  for  its  object  the  admission 
of  Maine,  and  the  total  exclusion  of  Missouri  from 
the  privilege  of  a  place  in  the  Union,  upon  an 
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equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  it  became 
more  objectiomaUe. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  nrovided  that 
"new  States  mav  be  admitted  by  tne  Congress 

<  into  this  Union ;  out  no  new  State  shall  be  formed 
^^  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other 
'  State  j  nor  any  State  4>e  formed  by  the  sanction 

*  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without 

*  the  consent  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of 
'  the  Congress."  This  part  of  the  Constitution 
relates  as  well  to  States  tP  be  formed  out  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory,  as  it  did  to  new  States, 

.  to  be  formed  from  the  old  States ;  so  that  no  ob- 
jection upon  the  ground  of  incongruity  could  be 
raised  from  that  quarter.  It  was  still  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  under  the  same  authority,  into  the 
^same  Union,  to  be^remed  by  the  same  laws,  and 
the  same  Constitution.  The  difference  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  separate  sections  in  the  bill,  was  no 
ground  for  separation.  The  details  of  one  formed 
a  separate  discussion  to  that  of  the  other,  but  that 
was  applicaUe  to  all  bills  which  contained  sepa- 
rate sections.  Separate  and  distinct  subjects  must, 
and  do,  exist,  in  the  same  bill,  in  every  day^s  prac- 
tice in  this  Senate.  Numerous  cases  mignt  be 
Inrought  to  view. 

If  any  difference  did  exist  between  the  two  cases 
now  before  you,  the  preference  was  in  faror  of 
Missoiiri.  The  assent  of  Congress  must  first  be 
had  before  Maine  can  be  admitted ;  Congress  was 
bound  to  admit  Missouri,  whenerer  she  presented 
he»elf  with  such  a  population  as  3rou  have  been 
accustomed  to  leco^ise  as  sufllcient  in  oUier 
cases,  which  Missouri  now  tenders,  and  claims  her 
right  of  admission.  This  claim  to  the  right  of 
admission,  on  the  part  of  Missouri,  is  founded  on 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  under 
which  the  United  States  acquired  the  territory  of 
Louisiana  in  full  dominion.  That  article  of  the 
treaty  is  so  explicit  and  definite  it  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. It  says.  "The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
^  territory  shall  oe  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 

<  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos- 

*  sible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
'  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall 
^  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
^  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 

*  which  they  profess."  The  terms  here  prescribed 
are  imperative.  Here  is  no  condition  annexed; 
but  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  This 
treaty  has  become  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  made  so  oy  the  Constitution  itself,  and 
is  as  obligatory  as  the  Constitution  can  be.  The 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  are 
made  comnetent  to  form  any  treaty  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  such  treaty  is  absolutely  binding  to  the 
fullest  extent  of  its  stipulations.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion, the  words  used  are  as  appropriate  as  any  in 
the  English  language.  To  incorporate,  is  defined, 
by  a  distinguished  lexicographer,  in  these  words. 
"  to  mingle  different  inmdients,  so  as  they  shall 
make  one  mass."  In  addition  to  this  is  the  com- 
pfehensive  and  appropriate  word  Union.     This 


makes  Missouri  as  much  a  component  part  of  the 
Union  as  Maine,  and  as  much  an  object  of  its  care 
and  protection.  Where^  then,  exists  the  incongru- 
ity which  forbids  their  junction  in  the  same  bill  1 
By  this  treaty  an  exfuress  stipulation  is  entered  into, 
in  words  as  definite  and  appropriate  as  any  tlite 
English  language  affords,  to  secure  their  rights  of 
liberty  and  property.  But  this  is  said  to  be  no  more 
than  the  formula  of  a  treaty.  It  would  afibrd  but 
a  poor  consolation  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
which,  in  the  destiny  of  nations,  may  be  transfer- 
red from  one  sovereign  to  another^  to  be  told,  that 
all  the  plain  and  sensible  stipulations  securing  to 
them  their  most  sacred  rights  and  dearest  privi- 
leges, are  but  the  formula  of  a  treaty.  It  is  an 
obligation  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged 
to  fulfil.  Are  there  any  rights  attachecf  to  Mame 
that  ought  to  be  more  sacredly  guarded  than  those 
of  Missouri,  guarantied  by  this  treaty?  If  there 
are  not,  why  should  Maine  claim  to  approach  this 
high  station  alone,  disdaining  and  avoiding  Mis- 
souri as  her  associate? 

The  Constitution  in  all  its  features  points  to 
Union.  To  secure  a  perfect  Union,  it  has  many 
provisions  securing  equal  rights  to  the  several 
States.  And  with  this  view  it  has  ordained, 
among  other  things,  that  ^'  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be 
*  laid  on  articles  exported  from  anj/  State.  No 
'  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
<  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
^  over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to 
'  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or 
'  pay  duties  in  another."  In  another  section  it 
says.  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitW 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  The  preamble  of  the  Constitution 
inculcates,  in  the  strongest  terms,  justice  and 
Union. 

This,  and  many  other  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, point  directly  to  an  union  of  interest,  and  a 
perfect  equality  of  rights ;  all  of  which  demonstrate 
Maine  and  Missouri  to  be  of  the  same  subject- 
matter,  and  the  same  family  of  cases,  and  fit  and 
proper  subiects  to  be  incorporated  in  the  same  bill, 
which  shall  lead  them  hand  in  hand  into  the  great 
family  of  the  nation. 

The  right  of  Missouri  to  admission  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  if  not  paramount  to  that  of  Maine,  is  m  all 
respects  equal.  Maine  is  now  tvlly  represented 
in  ooth  branches  of  the  National  Legislature.  As 
a  part  of  Massachusetts  she  has  the  Ml  benefit 
of  all  the  talents  of  two  gentlemen  in  the  Sen- 
ate, of  distinguished  abilities;  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  she  has  all  the  benefit  flowing 
from  the  talents  of  twenty  distinguished  gentle- 
men. The  voice  of  Missouri  is  not  heard  m  the 
Senate;  she  is  dependant  on  strangers  to  present 
her  ffrievances  and  demand  her  rights;  wfiibt  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  she  is  permitted,  as 
a  special  favor,  to  send  a  ddegate,  with  the  poor 
privilege  of  uttering  their  complaints,  without  the 
smallest  share  of  power  to  redress  them;  and  this 
is  ^ven,  not  of  ncht,  but  as  a  boon.  At  home, 
Maine  is  in  the  fuupossession  of  all  the  attributes 
of  self-government ;  Missouri  is  in  a  state  of 
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salftge,  with  only  the  permisslTe  goYerameat  of  a 
ooloay.  With  we  high  claim,  on  her  side,  to  the 
same  aovereignty  with  the  original  States,  to  form 
a  eonstittttioi^,  as  Maine  has  done,  for  her  own 
self-^yeroment,  guaranteeing  to  .her  citizens  all 
the  rights,  adrantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  your  committee,  who  report- 
ed the  amendment,  could  not  perceiv^e  any  parlia- 
moitary  practice  which  opposed  the  union  of  these 
two  applicants  in  the  same  bill. 

If  the  object  of  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  (Mr.  Roberts,)  intend,  by  separating  me 
two  questions,  to  give  Maine  precedency,  in,  point 
of  rank,  among  the  other  States^  as  that  gentleman 
would  seem  to  intimate,  by  In^inging  to  our  yiew 
the  contention  which  |»evailed  li^tween  Vermont 
and  Kentucky,  which  were  contemporaneous  appli- 
cants for  admission  into  the  Union,  he,  Mr.  S.^ 
would  have  no  objection  to  gratify  gentlemen  by 
consenting  to  the  seniority  of  Maine;  and,  if  it 
should  better  comport  with  their  wishes,  he  would 
eren  consent  ih&x  Maine  should  take  ner  station 
next  to  her  elder  sister,  New  Hampshire.    There- 
fore»  he  hoped  that  ground  would  not  be  suffered 
to  oppose  their  union  in  the  same  bill. 

MT.  S.  said,  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  these  United  States, 
so  early  after  throwing  off  their  colonial  character, 
and  emerging  from  a  state  of  Taasala^  and  rising 
to  a  state  of  independence,  could,  mr  a  moment, 
think  of  separating  into  different  eaaUs,  like  the 
Hinck>os  of  Asia,  and  like  them^  too,  disposed  to 
interdict  all  communications,  both  political,  re- 
li^^us,  and  moral,  lest  thereby  they  might  be  con- 
taimnated,  and  doomed  to  everlasting  and  irre- 
trieyable  impurity.  This  would  be  arrosating  to 
themselves  too  high  a  station  in.their  early  career 
of  liberty  and  eqwsdity.  s6^  dear  to  Americans. 

With  this  view  of  tne  subject,  he  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  amendment  orcred  by  the  e6m- 
Buttee. 

Mr.  Mbllen,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  as  he  had 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  convention,  prayinff 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  an<^ 
as  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  section  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  he  felt  an 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  Dill  under  conaiderar 
tion.  I  do,  sir,  said  he,  feel  an  interest;  and 
though  on  a  former  occasion  I  have  expressed,  in 
the  Senate,  my  senliments,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  theseparatioii  of  Mame  from  Massachusetts, 
and  hare  elsewhere  frankly  opposed  the  measpre 
then  ia  contemplation,  circumstances  hive  siitce 
giTen  a  new  aspect  to  the  question ;  an  immense 
majority  of 'the  people  of  Maine  have  declared 
their  <^inion  in  tavorof  dissolving  their  connex- 
ion with  Massachusetts,  and  becoming  an  •  inde- 
pendent State;  Massachusetts  has  consented  to 
their  wishes ;  a  constitution  has  been  formed  in  a 
spirit  of  harmony,  and  it  has  been  accepted  by  the 
people  by  a  vote  almost  unanimous,  m  this  state 
of  things  I  cheerfully  yield  my  own  opinion,  and 
am  disposed  to  join  the  general  wish,  and  aid  in 
such  measoies  as  are  stifl  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  great  object  in  view.    With  this 


avowal  I  proceed,  sir,  to  state,  that  L.am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee.  I 
am  opposed  to  it  for  several  reasons.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  bill  on  the  table  has  passed  the 
House  of  Rejpresentatives  in  the  simplest  form — 
merely  declaring  th^  assent  of  Congress  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  the  bill,  so  pass- 
ed, has  been  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence ; 
in  the  usual  course  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee' on  the  Judiciary^  and  they  have  reported  it, 
with  an  amendment,  consisting  of  a  lon^  bUl  for 
authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  assa 
preliminary  step,  towards  her  admission  into  the 
Union  at  a  future  di^.  I  confess,  Mr.  President, 
I  did  not  anticipate  tnis  course;  I  had  no  author- 
ity to  expect  it;  for  though  I  am  young  in  legis- 
lation, I  am  informed  by  those  who  are  experienced, 
that  such  an  amendment  is  a  peifect  novelty,  to 
say  the  least  of  it.  I  have  always' found,  sir,  that 
the  most  cwrect  course  for  a  man  of  business  to 
pursue  is  to  adopt  &e  very  simple  rule  of  doing 
one  thing  at  a  time,  and  ioxag  it  fairly  and  faith- 
fully ;  that  the  proper  n^ode  of  deciding  causes-in 
a  court  of  justice,  or  questions  in  a  legislative  body, 
is  to  examine  tnem  distinctly,  and  decide  each 
cause  and  each  question  upon  its  own  merits ;  and, 
in  order  to  ascertain  those  merits,  apply  principles 
and  proof  without  confusion  or  embarrassment 
I  am  desirous,  sir,  thst,  on.  the  present  occasion, 
this  nlain  old-fiishioned  mode  of^  proceeding  may 
be  aaopted  and  pursued.  It  would  be  conlsidered 
as  a  singular  departure  from  the  ordinary  rules  of 
managing  the  concerns  of  a  court,  to  try  two  causes 
between  different  parties  at  the  same  moment  and 
by  the  same  jury;  and  for  the  judge  to  instruct 
this  jury  that  they  must,  at  aU  evente^  return  their 
verdict  in  both  Causes  for  the  plaintiff,  or  both  for 
the  defendants,  without  any  regard  to  the  discrim- 
inating merits  of  the  oauses^  and  it  would  cep> 
tainly  appear  more  strange  still,  if,  in  one  of  the 
causes,  there  were  no  doubt  or  question  aboot  its 
justice ;  and  yet  that  it  must  be  sacrificed  in  com- 
pany with  the.  other,  because  the  jnry^  could  not 
agree  in  a  verdict  as  to  this  odier.  The  case  I 
iiave  now  stated  shows  the  impropriety  of  this 
junction;  of  the  two  biUs.  This  is  not  consonant 
to  the  usage  in  similar  cases.  I  refer  to  Kentucky 
and  Vermont ;  they  w»e  both  admitted  into  the 
Union  at  the  same  session,  with  an  mtsrval  of 
only  a  few  dayS|  and  yet  separate  acts  of  Congress 
were  passed  for  the  purpose. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  Maine  stands 
fair  as  a  candidate  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
Why,  then,  should  her  application  be  refused  or 
delayed  ?  Massachusetts  consents,  the  popubdon 
is  nearly  three  hundred  thousand,  tne  district  is  ex^* 
tensive  m  temtoiy,  and  rising  in  remctability  and 
reputation.  Notnma  now  remains  but  the  consent 
ol^Conffress  to  enab&  her  to  assume  the  high  and 
honoraue  chancter  of  an  independent  State,  and 
reach  thut  elevation  to  which  she  has  so  long  beoi 
aspirinff.  In  lhe  Aext  place,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
impossible  not  to  perceive  the  manifest  dUference 
b^twec^  the  two  bills.  They  bear  no  resemblance 
to  each  other.  The  one  gives  the  simple  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine,  and  opemtes 
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instanter ;  the  amendment,  or  Missouri  Mil,  is  pro!- 
spective^  and  has  relation  to  several  acts  to  be  per- 
formed m  future.  It  authorizes  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  to  form- a  constitution  on  certain  princi- 
ples, and  proposes  terms  and  conditions  which  she 
may  accept  or  reject  at  her  pleasure.  The  con- 
stitution, when  formed,  is  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress, and  if  the^  then  think  proper,  they  may, 
next  session,  ^dmit  her  into  the  Union,  and-  cannot 
at  an  earlier  period^  and  yet  these  two  bills  are 
considered  so  intimatelv  connected  in  principle  and 
object  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  has  observed  that  the  committee 
could  see  no^ood  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
united  in  one. 

I  wish,  Mr.  President,  the  committee  could  have 
stated  to  the  Senate  any  good  reason  why  they 
should  be  thus  united.  This  union  has  been  please 
antly  called  (thou^  with  Some  confusion  of  sexes,) 
a  marriage  between  Maine  and  Missouri ;  but  th^ 
appear  in  awkward  circumstances.  I  admit  the 
marriage  is  not  unlawful  by  reason  of  consanguin- 
ity ;  on  the  contrary,  the  parties  never  saw  each 
other  untU  a  week  ago  ;  and  now,  at  the  very  altar, 
one  of  them  is  protesting  against  the  connexion. 

Mr.  President,  we  all  understand  thb  course  of 
proceeding ;  and  though  on  this  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bul  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  it  from  the 
amendment,  we  are  not  admitted  to  discuss  the 
ffrrat  question  which  we  are  all  anticipating  in  re- 
lation to  Missouri,  yet  it  is  impossible  not  to  |>er- 
eeive  the  object  in  view  in  this  joinder  of  the  bill ; 
and  to  perceive  that  a  long  and  laborious  investi- 
gation of  the  Missouri  question  will  take  place. 
upon  which  a  final  decision  may  not  be  had  till 
near  the  close  of  the  session.  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  peculiar  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
present  themselves,  both  as  to  Massachusetts  and 
Maine.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that,  by  the 
terms  of  the  act  of  separation,  passed  by  the  Le- 
gidature  oi  Massachusetts  in  June  last,  tue  consent 
of  that  Commonwealth  was  ^ven  on  the  condi- 
tion that  Maine  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
hdare  the  4th  of  March  next.  This  arrangement 
was  necessary,  because  the  annual  election  <»  State 
officers  itf  to  De  made  on  the  first  Monday  of  April. 
That  Legislature  is  now  in  session,  in  a  state  of 
otter  uncertainty  as  to  the  course  they  are  to  pur- 
sue. Numerous  alterations  are  to  be  made,  smted 
10  the  chanse  of  circumstances  produced  by^  the 
separation  of  Maine.  The  Commonwealth  is  to 
be  districted  anew  for  the  choice  of  Counsdiors 
and  Senators ;  the  circuits  of  their  Supreme  Court 
to  be  arranged  according  to  the  new  order  of 
tJ^ngs;  and  yet,  embarrassment  here  produces  it 
there.    All  is  in  suspense- and  uncertainty. 

With  respect  to  Maine,  this  delay  and  embarrass- 
meiit  is  producioff  g^ter  anxiefv^  and  derange- 
ment stiU,  and  wul,  in  all  probability,  completely 
defeat  all  their  objects,  and  render  ineffectual  those 
measures  which  nave  been  adopted  by  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine,  relating  to  this  expected  sqMira- 
tion.  Thus  far,  all  ti^e  proceedmss  connected  with 
this  subject  have  been  matured  on  the  part  of 
Maine,  prepiratory  to  her  entrance  on  the  career 
of  indepeDoenee. 


If  the  proposed  measures  with  respect  to  this 
bill  are  to  'be  sanctioned,-  the  hopes  of  the  good 
people  of  Maine  will  be  disappointed,  and  their 
prospects  all  overcast.  They  have  advanced  to  the 
very  confina  of  the  '^  promised  land,"  and  are  lost 
preparing  to  enter  and  possess  it ;  but  they  will  be 
compeUra  to  turn  aside  and  leave  it,  dissatisfied 
and  disheartened.  In  using  this  language,  sir.  I 
sincerely  believe  I  do  no  more  than  express  the 
sentiments  and  feelings  of  a  vast  majority  of  that 
people ;  and,  intrusted,  as  I  am,  with  their  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  them 
truly,  and  state  those  feelings  and  sentiments  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  close  my  observations 
without  again  calling  the  attention  of  honorable 
gentlemen  to  the  principle  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. As  well  might  a  bill  for  increasing  the 
duty  on  foreign  manufactures  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  domestic,  be  united  with  one  for  estab- 
lishing a*  unifotm  system  of  bankruptcy,  callinff 
one  bill  « |3ection  1,^'  and  the  other  "  Section  2,^ 
as  is  done  in  the  present  instance.  In  such  a  man- 
ner, various  interests,  support,  and  opposition  might 
all  be  brought  into  operation  at  once,  but  in  a  man- 
ner not  the  most  happily  calculated  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  truth  Und  correctness  of  d^ision.  The 
tendency,  if  not  the  design  of  the  union  of  subiects 
is,  to  induce  a  man  to  give  up  a  measure  which  he 
sanctions  and  is  anxious  to  promote,  or  else  gire 
up  an  opinion,  which  in  his  conscience  he  believes 
to  be  right,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  his  object 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  to  the  advo- 
cates ot  the  Maine  bill  this  plain  proposition :  If 
you  will  do  wlmt  you  believe  to  be  wrong,  we  will 
do  what  all  admit  to  be  right ;  and  we  cannot  con- 
sent to  do  it,  in  this  particular  case,  on  any  other 
terms.  The  answer  to  such  a  proposition  is  obvi- 
I  respectftdly  appeal  to  the  candor  of  honor- 


ous. 


able  ^endemen,  whether  any  question  ought  to  be 
associated  and  embarrassed,  in  this  manner ;  whe- 
ther it  is  calculated  to  increase  the  independence 
of  legislation,  or  render  the  avenues  to  truth  more 
direct  and  plain?    Maine,  in  her  applicatnm  to 
Congress,  stands  in  qo  need  of  aid  from  Missouri. 
It  is  Missouri  that  leans  on  Maine  for  support    It 
would  seem  from  this  that  she  needs  support. 
Whenever  the  Missouri  question  shall  come  regu- 
larly under  discussion,  mv  sentimento  shall  be  ex- 
pressed ;  till  then,  I  am  silent  in  relation  to  it    Bat 
should  I,  for  any  reason,  be  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  or  be  unwilling  to  authorize  her 
to  make  a  constitution  of  the  unrestricted  kind 
presented  to  us  in  this  amendment,  this  circum- 
stance furnishes  also  a  strong  objection,  in  my 
mind,  to  the  union  of  the  two  subiects.    I  hope, 
sir,  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  restore  it  to  its  original  form,  will  prevail. 
Mr.  Smith  said,  with  respect  to  the  principles 
which  had  governed 'the  Congress  in  the  admissioii 
of  Territories  to  the  privileges   of  independent 
States,  that  the  population  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
when  admitted,  was  but  14,000;  the  population  of 
Indiana  was  but  Q7fiO&i  that  of  Mississippi  only 
about  37.000;  that  of  Illinois  about  40,000 ;  whilst 
the  populatioii  of  Bifissouri  was  stated,  in  the  me- 
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moml  of  the  Leffialatore,  at  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, twdre  monuks  ago,  and  was  then,  and  had 
since  heen,  npidly  increasing. 

Mi.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  hope 
that  the  motion  which  &ad  heen  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman firom  Pennsylvania  would  not  pravail.  He 
had  not  been  sufficiently  long  a  member  of  this 
body  to  know  precisely  the  usual  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  cases  of  this  kind ;  but  he  should  have 
thought  the  more  direct  course  would  have  been 
to  have  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment,  inr 
stead  of  moving  a  recommitment  This,  however, 
was  matter  of  form;  he  objected  to  the  motion  on 

Srinciple.  It  had  been  said  the  two  subjects  were 
ifferent  in  their  nature.  This,  Mr.  L.  did  not  adr 
mit  What,  asked  he,  is  the  question  presented 
by  the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment?  It  is 
this:  Shall  Maine  and  Missouri  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States?  Could  there,  he  asked,  be  a  plainer  ques- 
tion; could  there  be  two  subjects  more  intimately 
connected,  or  in  principle  more  nearly  allied,  than 
the  two  embraced  in  this  question?  We  may 
imagine,  said  he,  as  many  distinctions  l)etween 
the  two  cases  as  we  ]dease;  but,  if  we  confine 
oQTselves  to  the  power  granted  to  us  by  the  Con- 
stitution, we  have  but  one  course  to  pursue,  which 
is,  to  admit  both  the  States,  on  the  same  tenns, 
into  the  Union. 

Mr.  L.  readily  admitted  that,  as  a  general  course, 
it  Tvas  highly  improper  to  tack  tog^er  questions 
denpending  on  different  principles,  and  relying  on 
diferent  arguments  for  their  support.  He  deni^, 
however,  toat  this  was  such  a  case.  He  affirmed, 
dutt  if  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  impose  restric- 
tions upon  Missouri,  they  had  the  same  right  in 
regard  to  Maine,  but  no  power  over  the  one  which 
they  had  not  over  the  other.  If  the  novel  doctrine, 
which  had  been  recently  announeedj  of  restric- 
tioiis  and  provisions  on  the  admission  of  new 
States,  was  to  prevail,  how  much  must  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine  have  relied  on  the  liberality  of 
Congress,  in  forming  a  constitution  without  pre- 
viosdjr  ootaining  the  assent  of  Congress,  and  in 
supposing  they  were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  meir  own  tenns.  How  did  they  knowy  said  Mr. 
!«.,  but  we  might  impose  a  restriction  upon  Maine. 
to  compel  her  to  admit  slavery  within  ner  limits? 
If  we  have  a  risht  to  impose  a  negative  condition 
in  legaid  to  Aussouri,  we  have  a  correspondent 
and  equal  riffht  to  imrase  anaffirmative  condition 
in  regard  to  Maine.  J3ut,  in  this  case,  it  seemed 
that  every  thing  liberal  was  to  be  conceded  in  re- 
gard to  Maine,  and  every  thing  illiberal,  in  his  view 
of  it,  was  to  be  demanded  of  Missouri. 

Tvith  re^rard  to  the  time  limited  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Maine  by  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  said 
Mr.  L.,  are  we  by  such  a  consideration  to  be  hur- 
ried into  the  discussion  of  an  important  Constitu- 
tional question?  Because  the  people  of  Maine  had 
not  foresight  enouj^h  to  take  sufficient  time  for  the 
consummation  oi  the  act  of  admission,  are  we 
to  legislate  precipitately;  and  without  regard  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Union?  He  presumed 
not  There  was  at  least  nothing  in  this  consid- 
eration to  ehange  the  nature  of  the  question. 


In  his  opinion,  Mr.  L.  said.  Congress  possessed 
the  {wwer  to  admit  Maine  into  the  Union  or  not: 
but,  if  admitted,  it  must  be  unconditionally ;  and 
the  same  mig^t  be  said  of  MJAsouri.  It  appeared 
to  him,  then,  that  the  cases  which  were  connect 
ted  by  the  renort  of  the  committee  rested  upon  the 
same  principles  for  support;  that,  ifiustice  was 
done  to  the  one,  it  must  be  equally  dispensed  to 
the  other;  and  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  a 
course  which  had  for  its  object  to  place  both  on 
the  ^me  footing.  This  question  he  considered 
not  to  be  at  all  affected  by  the  argument  that 
Maine  was  formed  out  of  a  State  heretofore  in 
the  Union.  She  had  no  higher  claim  than  Mis- 
souri ;  each  possessed  the  Constitutional  requisites, 
and  nothing  more  was  required  to  place  them  on  the 
same  ground.  When  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Vermont  were  admitted^  Mr.  L.  said,  although  it 
was  true  they  were'admitted  by  separate  actft,  still 
the  provision  for  the  representation  of  die  two 
States  in  Congress  was  made  by  the  same  act; 
and  the  same  rule  which  was  then  applied  would 
apply  with  equal  proprietv  in  the  present  case. 
By  such  a  connexion  of  tne  two  subjects,  an  in- 
vidious discrimination  would  be  avoided  between 
the  two  cases,*  which  did  not  differ  in  principle, 
and  ouffht  not  to  be  separated  in  fact. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  presmned  it  would  be  improper, 
on  the  question  as  now  presented  to  the  cfonsidera- 
tion  of  the  Senate,  to  enter  into  an  argument  on 
the  propriety,  or  to  touch  on  the  policy,  of  impos- 
ing restrictions  on  any  new  State.  He  must, 
therefore,  defer  for  the  present  any  observations 
on  that  question.  Btrt,  ior  his  ovm  part,  he  said, 
he  was  on  that  point  precisely  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts;  he 
found  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on  it.  He  consid- 
ered it  a  question  of  policy  wnether  or  not  a  pai'- 
ticular  State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
and,  when  he  vras  called  upon  to  admit  one  State 
and  to  reject  another  unless  he  would  consent 
to  impose  on  he  novel  and  unconstitutional  con- 
ditions, he  must  of  course  decide  whether  he 
would  admit  the  one  and  refuse  the  other ;  and, 
said  he,  unless  the  same  justice 'be  dealt  to  all,. it 
shall,  as  far  as  my  vote  will  decide  it,  be  measured 
to  none.  It  was  a  question  of  policy,  he  repeated, 
and  of  serious  policy,  when  presented  in  this  shape, 
whether  the  Senate  should  consent  to  increase  the 
power  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  by  the  eree- 
tion  of  a  new  State,  whilst,  from  prejudice  alone, 
obstacles  were  raised  to  the  admission  of  new 
States  in  another  portion  of  the  Union.  I  should 
consider  myself,  said  he,  wanting  in  my  duty  as  a 
representative  of  that  section  oi  the  country,  if  I 
were  thus  to  consent  to  weaken  itspower.  Unless 
we  can  obtain  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union,  on  the  same  terms  and  as  free  and  un- 
shackled as  Maine,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  we 
ought  to  admit  neither. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  took  the  flora:. 
He  commenced  with  some  remarks  on  the  question 
of  order  involved  in  the  amendment.  He  appre- 
hended the  committee  had  fallen  into  an  error  in 
reporting  it ;  at  least,  it  was  without  precedent  for 
a  committee  to  report  on  any  subject  referred  to 
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them  by  way  of  ftmendioent  to  a  bill  fVom  the 
House  of  Representatives,  embiaeing  a  totally  dif- 
ferent object.  It  would  be  agreed  on  all  hands,  he 
said,  that  an  obeerrance  of  their  own  rules  was 
neeessary  to  the  dignity  of  this  body,  and  to  the 
order  and  despatch  of  business.  He  did  not  dwell 
long,  however,  on  the  point  of  order,  but  proceeded 
to  consider  the  merits  of  the  question,  which  l¥as  a 
simple  propositicm  to  separate  the  two  subjects  of 
Maine  and  Missouri. 

It  was  conformable  to  the  rules  and  practice  of 
the  Senate^  he  said,  to  divide  a*  question,  when 
asked  by  anv  member,  where  it  was  susceptible  of 
division.  Now,  he  asked,  was  not  this  question 
susceptible  of  the  proposea  division?  It  was  not 
obIv  susceptible  of^divtsion^  he  said,  but  the  cases 
emoraced  oy  it  were  essentially  dissimilar.  With 
regard  to  tne  State  of  Maine^  the  territory  oa- 
bneed  by  it  had,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tttUon,  been  known  as  the  District  of  Maine :  its 
liKkits  were  known  and  accurately  defined.  The 
question  on  the  admission  of  Maine  was  a  question 
respectinff  the  division  of  one  of  the  orif^inai  Stales. 
And  worad  any  one  say  that  the  division  of  an  old 
State  was  a  question  of  the  same  nature  as  that  of 
the  erection  of  a  State  out  of  an  acquired  territo* 
ly?  There  were  case^  he  said,  in  which  Con- 
fess were  under  an  obligation  to  erect  niew  States 
IB  the  territories  of  the  United  States ;  but  they 
were  not  obUjoped  to  admit  into  the  Union  a  State 
formed  out  ofan  old  State.  He  asreed  with  {gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  in  some  of  their  premises, 
though  he  dissented  from  their  conclusions.  He 
agreed  that  the  que^on  of  consenting  to  the  divis- 
ion of  a  new  State  was  a  question  of  pol4cf — a 
question  on  which  the  Congress  was  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion.  For  example,  if  the  State  of 
which  he  was  a  Representative  on  this  floor  were 
to  ask  to  be  divided,  though  the  people  ccmiposing 
it  should  be  unanimously  agreed  on  the  subject, 
he  doubted  whether  Congress  would  assent  to  ik 
The  question  therefore  embraced  by  the  bill  was 
about  (he  division  of  a  State,  which  Congress  was 
to  decide  as  it  should  deem  most  wisdy  m  regard 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  ;  whilst,  the 
question  involved  in  the  amendment  reeuded  the 
erection  of  a  new  State  in  a  Territory^  iniich  Con- 
spress  were  under  an  obligation,  aiismg  not  only 
uam  the  colonial  condition  of  the  Territory,  but 
by  the  force  of  a  treaty.with  a  foreign  Power,  as 
md  been  contended,  and  as  he  admitted  in  a  cer* 
taia  sense,  to  establish.  There  was  no  connexion 
between  questions  so  distinct  in  their  nature,  and 
they  ott^t  not  to  be  united  in  the  same  bill. 

Lookuiff  at  this  question  in  another  point  of 
view — alter  it  was  agreed  that  Massachusetts 
should  be  divided  a$  proposed,  on  which  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  dinerence  ot  opinion— <he  asked 
what  objection  there  was  to  giving  the  simple 
assent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine  into 
the  tJnion  1  We  have,  said  he,  no  compact  to 
make  with  her  ^  whilst,  if  ^ntlemen  will  look  at 
the  provisions  for  the  adnussion  of  Missouri,  re- 
ported by  way  of  amendment  to  this  bill,  they  will 
see  that  there  are  many  conditions  and  restrictions 
to  be  imposed  on  it,  and  some  of  them  of  much 


importanoe,  and  admittinjg  of  much  ^fferenee  of 
opmion.  The  one  question  is  a  simple  one,  on 
which  the  mind  of  every  naan  is  made  up ;  the 
other  is  complex,  includina^  a  variety  of  regulations 
relative  to  bounty  lands,  tne  right  of  taxation,  &c. 
— ^luestions  whicn  require  deliMrate  eonrideration, 
great  attention,  and  a  knowledge  of  details,  with 
which  the  Senate  was  not  yet  supplied.  He  must 
be  allowed  further  to  say,  that  me  committee  of 
the  Senate  which  had  reported  this  amendment 
had  not  furnished  the  nece»ary  evidence  in  respect 
to  these  details.  It  had  been  stated  that  there  were 
in  the  Territorv  of  Missouri  one  hmidred  thousand 
inhabitants.  It  would  appear,  Mr.  B.  said,'  from 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  memorial,  that  it  did  not 
state  this  tact.  It  stated  that  the  whofe  territory 
contained  that  number,  and  prayed  for  a  division 
of  the  territory.  That  part  of  the  ^raytt  of  the 
petiti<m  had  beeojpranted  at  the  last  sessaon  by  the 
erection  of  the  Territory  of  jA^kansas.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  should  be  ^^ad  to  know,  therefore,  what 
was^the  amount  of  the  present  population  of  Mis- 
souri Territory.  >  Qentfomen  might  say  that,  in 
their  opinion,  the  populadon  of  the  Territory  is 
forty^  fifty,  or  sixty  thousand ;  but,  Mr.  B.  asked, 
where  was  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  in  such  shape 
as  Congress  ought  to  legislate  on  ?  There  had  not 
been  bdbre  the  Committee,  nor  was  there  now 
before  the  Senate,  a  single  document  om  the  sab- 
ject,  but  the  petition  presented  at  the  last  sessioii, 
from  the  Lef^slature  of  Missouri,  a  part  of  which 
had  beeu  ^nted.  There  was  in  fiict,  he  said,  no 
applicatioxi  from  Missouri,  at  the  jxesent  session, 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  If  there  was  such 
an  application,  he  wished  to  see  it ;  and  he  wished) 
bdbre  he  acted  on  the  subject,  to  have  a  precise 
estimate,  not  of  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants 
in  the- vast  territory  between  the  present  States 
and  the  Rockv  Mountains,  but  witnin  the  limtts 
of  the  proposea  State  of  Missouri^    And,  with 


rt  to  the  boundaries  of  the  new  State,  he  was 
derirous  of  definite  infoimation.    Certain  limr 
its  were  indeed  proposed  by  the  committee  in  their 
report,  but,  by  a  certain  bill  which  had  been  laid 
on  their  desks  by  mistake,  it  appeared  thai  certain 
otfier  boundaries  had  been  tnought  of ^  and  he 
wished  to  know  the  cause  of  this  variaison  in  the 
boundaries.    Who  was  it  that  had  marked  out  the 
imm^n"^  district  of  .country,  proposed  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  new  State  ?    Who  had  given,  these  zneics 
and  bounds  ?    He  did  not  know,  he  said,  and  he 
questioned  whether  even  the  committee  w^ch 
reported  it  could  inform  the  Senate.   These  boand- 
aries  were  not  those  described  and  marked  out  in 
the  document  on  which  the  bill  was  professedly 
founded.    He  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  by 
pointing  out  the  particulars  in  which  they^dififered : 
the  boundaries  proposed  in  the  amendment  before 
the  Senate,  he  oelieved,  embraced  a  less  extent  of 
territory  than  those  proposed  in  the  memorial ;  hut 
enough  had  been  said,  to  show  that  the  Senate 
were  called  upon  to  legislate  on  this  subject  with- 
out the  neoeesary  information  to  enable  them  to 
act  understandiiu^ly  on  it    There  was  no  chart  of 
the  Territory  before  Congress,  nor  had  the  subject 
been  introduced  at  the  present  session  upon  any 
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application  from  the  Jpeojde,.  or  from  the  govern- 
ing authority  of  the  Territory.  If  the  Territory 
contained  a  sufficient  population^  he  wis  willing 
it  should  be  made  a  Sfate,  and  with  a  sufficiently 
extensive  boundary ;  and  perhaps  some  gentleman 
might  have  information  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
minds  of  the  Senate  on  that  point. 

Bat,  in  respect  to  Maine,  there  was  no  question, 
whatever,  but  that  of  policy.    Is  it  wise,  is  it  con- 
sistent with  the  genc^  interests  .of  the  United 
States,  that  Maine  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union? 
If  we  proceed,  and  pass  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  with  the  single  pro- 
vision for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  union, 
we  shall  acc^uit  purselves  of  a  duty  which  we  owe 
to  an  intelligent' population  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand souls )  of  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  Massachu- 
setts, who  will  be  thrown  into  great  embarjass- 
ment,  not  to  say  confusion,  if  the  act  do  not  pass. 
When  that  should  have  passed,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
should  be  willing  to  take  up  the  case  of  Missouri, 
and  he  hoped  with  that  good  temper  which  ought 
to  prevail  in  the  deliberations  of  tnis  assembly. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  eomn^ittee  (Mr. 
Smith)  had  stated  that  he  had  some  difficulties  to 
encounter,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  Maine. 
This  was  the  first  suggestion  of  that  sort,  Mr.  B. 
said,  that  he  had  heard.  But  are  we^said  he,  who 
entertain  on  this  questioof  an  opinion  difierent  from 
him,  to  be  required  to  agree  td  do  what  we  believe 
wrong,  in  order  to  carry  another  measure  which 
we  believe,  and  which  gentlemen  themselves  do 
not  denv,  to  be  right  ?  He  hoped  not.  He  be- 
lieved tne  separation  of  these  subjects  to  be  due  to 
the  magnanimitv  with  which  the  Senate  had  al- 
ways condnctea,  and  moreover  required  by  the 
spirit  of  the  rules  established  for  the  government 
of  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  MacoNj  of  North  Carolina,  next  followed 
in  debate.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  proceeding, 
he  said,  it  had  never  been  the  practice  to  refer 
back  a  subject  to  a  committee,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  details,  to  maKe  that  which  was 
doubtfiil  plain.  In  tne  present  case  there  was  no 
occasion  ibr  such  a  reference,  the  object  beine  to 
separate  two  subjects  proposed  to  be  united,  which 
could  be  directly  effected  dv  a  disagreement  to  the 
proposed  amendment.  Tnere  was  no  necessity, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  to  recommit  the  bill  on 
that  £[round. 

Tills,  said  he,  is  a  pretty  important  question, 
view  it  in  what  light  you  will.  The  a{q[)earance 
of  the  Senate  to-day  is  different  from  any  thijoff  I 
have  seen  since  I  have  been  a  member  ot  it.  it  is 
the  greatness  of  the  question  which  has  produced 
it.  So  interesting  is  iL  that,  on  this  incidental 
question,  all  the  members  have  vgone  into  the 
question,  which  is  not,  but  is  expected  to  be,  before 
the  Senate.   , 

"With  regard  to  the  question  immediately  before 
the  Senate,  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  hardly  ejected 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
forbidden  the  banns  of  this  marriage.  He  thought 
the  opposition  to  it  would  have  come  from  some 
one  more. interested,  more  nearly  allied  to  the  rar- 
ties.     Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  case  of  Ver- 
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mont  and  Kentucky.  And  why,  he  asked,  weie 
there  given,  in  the  same  bill,  to  Vermont  tw6  rq>- 
resentatives,  and  to  Kentucky  two  1  Their  popu- 
lation was  not  known;  but  their  representation 
was  made  equal  in  order  to  keep  up  the  proportion 
which  the  National  Convention  had  given  to  the 
two  sections  of  the  Union. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  law  of  Massachusetts, 
sanctioning  the  independ^ce  of  Maine,  would  ex- 
pire on  the  3d  day  of  March,  and  it  was  therefoK 
proper  to  hasten  the  passage^  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Re}N%sentatives^  without  amendment. 
But,  Mr.  M.  said,  that  Massachusetts  would  not, 
after  she  had  c^msented  to  her  daughter  setting  up 
for  herself,  plav  the  stepmother,  and  say,  because 
you  have  not  done  this  to-day,  you  shall  not  do  it 
to-morrow.  Massachusetts  would  do  hereafter,  he 
had  no  doubt,  what  she  had  already  done. 

With  respect  to  the  alleged  improfffiety  of  con- 
necting the  two  subjects  in  one  bill,  Mr»  M.  asked 
If  there  was  any  tn^  more  oontfnon  than  for 
Congress  to  pass  bills  for  particular  objects.  "  and 
for  other  purposes  ?"  *  It  was  the  practice  ot  every 
day ;  and  those  *'  other  purposes"  were  fre^uentlfr 
not  purposes  connected  with  the  main  subject  of 
the  bill.  The  Senate,  the  gentleman  might  recol- 
lect, had  at  times  been  so  tenacious  of  their  biih, 
as  not  to  allow  them  to  be  amended  even  by  a  dot 
over  an  i,  or  a  cross  on  a  ^.  Yet  the  Senate  had, 
before  now,  in  more  instances  than  onej  tacked 
one  bill  to  another  of  a  different  nature.  Mr.  M. 
quoted  an  instance,  beqjg  an  act  to  establish  a 
board  of  commissioners  for  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and /or  other  purposes,  passed  several  years  ago. 
After  the  bill  came  from  tne  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives  to  the  Senate,  as  the  Journal  would  show,  it 
was  amended  by  the  addition  of  provisions  for  au- 
thorizing the  making  a  canal  from  the  Potomac  to 
the  Elastern  Branch;  which  provision  was  cer- 
tainly not  analogous  to  the  mam  abject  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  questioned  whether  a  bill  ever 
passed,  with  a  ^reat  many  sections,  but  those  who 
voted  for  it  objected  to  some  of  them.  He  could 
himself  recollect  amendments  to  bills  having  been 
made,  which  were  so  obnoxious  that  gentlemen 
friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bills  had  h&ax  almost 
ready  to  give  up  the  main  point,  rather  than  agree 
to  the  amendments. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  taken  a 
distinction  between  the  cases  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri, which  he  appeared  to  think  was  unfavorable 
to  the  claims  of  the^  latter  to  admission  into  the 
Union.  Now,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  Missouri  had  the  strongest  claim. 
Maine,  said  he,  is  .in  the  actual  exercise  of  the 
privileges  of  self-government  Is  Miflsouri'?  In 
Maine  a  man  enjoys  the  same  civil  rights  and  ben- 
efits as  the  citizens  of  any  other  State;  he  is  not 
half-citizen,  half-subject,  a  territorial  man — he  is  a 
full-grown  citizen.  Tne  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  (including  Maine,)  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  enjoy  all 
the  rights  bebnging  to  their  stations ;  and  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  called,  they  answer  aye  or 
\  no.  How  is  it  with  the  del^^ate  from  Missouri? 
I  He  is  missed  on  the  roU;  you  skip  over  him;  he 
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may  speak,  bat  cannot  give  a  rote  on  any  ques- 
tion; 

Reference  had  been  made  to  proceedings  on  this 
snbject  out  of  doors.  Those  proceedings,  said  Mr. 
M.,  have  been  all  on  one  side.  Our  people  do  not 
petition  much ;  we  plume  ourselves  on  not  pester- 
ing the  General  Government  with  our  prayers. 
Nor  do  we  set  the  woods  on  fire  to  drive  the  game 
out.  When  die  question,  which  every  one  had 
alluded  to,  came  properly  before  the  House,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  would  speak  his  sentiments  upon  it. 
Gentlemen  were  inquiring  what,  to  a  fraction,  was 
the  population  of  Missouri.  For  his  part,  if  she 
was  otherwise  fitted  for  self-government,  and  had 
a  population  of  but  twentjr  thousand,  he  would  stay 
to  her,  come  into  the  family,  and  become  one  of 
us.  In  no  instance^  he  said,  nad  Congress  insisted, 
in  the  admission  of  new  States,  on  a  populatioja  of 
sixty  thousand.  The  true  reason  of  the  objection 
to  tne  prompt  admission  of  Missouri,  was  the  prin- 
ciple to  which  gentlemen  had  alluded,  and  vniich 
had  made  so  much  noise  out  of  doors.  He  con- 
fessed, that  on  this  question  he  had  felt  more  anx- 
iety than  on  any  other  question  lately  presented  to 
his  view.  It  may,  said  he.  be  a  matter  of  nhi^ 
losophv  and  abstraction  witn  the  gentlemen  or  the 
East,  out  it  is  a  difierent  thing  with  us.  They 
may  philosophize  and  town-meeting  about  it  as 
much  as  they  please ;  but,  with  great  submission, 
sir,  they  know  nothing  abDut  the  question. 

The  proposition  now  before  the  Senate  was  to 
recommit^— for  what  ?  Why,  for  what  the  Senate 
could  do  as  well  as  a  committee.  Judging  from 
the  arguments,  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  side 
was  better  prepared  than  the  other  for  the  discus- 
sion. If  the  Senate  was  ready  for  the  discussion, 
it  mattered  little  what  the  precise  form  of  the  ques- 
tion was.  There  was  no  impropriety,  he  con- 
ceived, in  the  proposed  connexion  of  the  two  sub- 
1'ects  of  Maine  and  Missouri ;  nor  did  it  appear  to 
dm  of  any  importance  what  the  shape  of  the  ques- 
tion was,  if  it  was  substantially  before  the  Senate. 
The  question  to  agree  or  disagree  to  the  report  of 
die  committee,  took  within  its  scope  every  other 
question  connected  with  the  subject,  and  would 
admit  of  the  fireest  debate.  He  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  the  recommitment. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  these  two  subjects  at  this  time ;  he  thought 
it  was  improper.  I  am,  said  he,  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  because  I  am  unwilline  to  consider  the 
subjects,  and  act  upon  them,  in  this  unnatural  con* 
nexion.  Gentleinen  say  there, is  such  a  similarity, 
they  may  be  considered  with  the  greatest  propriety 
in  this  ^ear  alliance^  Sir,  I  think  otherwise.  To 
me,  there  appears  a  striking  incongruity.  One 
object  is,  to  admit  Maine  into  the  Union ;  tne  other 
is,  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  that  she  may  be  admitted  at  some 
future  period.  Where,  then,  is  the  likeness  ?  Sir, 
this  is  not  all.  I  wish  each  to  stand  upon  its  own 
basis.  To  effect  this,  they  must  be  considered 
separately.  One  gentleman  may  have  doubts  with 
respect  to  the  expediency  of  admitting  Maine; 
another  may  have  complete  conviction  that  it 


would  be  extremely  wrong  to  admit  Missouri  with- 
out restrictions. 

Now,  sir,  you  couple  these  toother,  and  on  the 
final  question  you  compel  genUemen  to  vote  for 
both  or  neither.  And  what  is  the  result  ?  I  am 
fully  satisfied  it  is  politically  and  morally  right  to 
admit  Maine,  and  wish  to  give  my  aye ;  but  I  am 
equally  satisfied  it  is  politically  and  morally  wrong 
to  admit  Missouri  without  prohibitions.  Other 
gentlemen  believe  it  is  politically  and  morally  cor- 
rect to  admit  both  without  restrictions.  Then,  six^ 
you  see  the  dilemma  in  which  some  are  placed  by 
this  stranse  connexion.  We  are  compelled  to  vote 
against  Maine,  which  we  think  we  ought  not  to 
do,  or  vote  in  iavor  of  both,  and  do  that  which  we 
conscientiously  believe  b  politically  and  morally 
wrong :  while  gentlemen  on  the  other  hand  are 
onlv  asked  to  do  that  which  they  declare  is  politi- 
cally and  morallv  right.  Sir,  I  protest  against  the 
connexion ;  not  because  I  am  unwilliiup  or  unpre- 
pared to  meet  the  subjects,  properly  and  distinctly, 
each  on  its  ovm  merits,  but  on  account  of  the  m- 
lemma  into  which  we  are  necessarily  thrown  if  < 
they  are  considered  as  now  presented.  Sir, !  am  fl 
willing  Main^  should  be  admitted;  and  I  am 
equally  willing  Missouri  should  be  admitted,  on 
such  principles  as  shall  harmonize  with  the  na-/ 
tional  tranquillity  and  interest ;  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  both  subjects  distinctly,  wnen  they  , 
shall  &  so  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  ' 
Senate,  and  in  no  other  way.  Let  each  stand 
upon  its  own  merits. 

[At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow.] 

Frioay,  January  14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Willi  a  us,  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca  C^  Appling,  were 
discharfi^ed  from  the  further  consideration  Siereof. 

Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bUl.  to  continue  in  force 
the  act.  passed  on  the  twentietn  day  of  April,  1818, 
entitlea  ^'An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  regulate  tne  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day  of  March, 
1799,"  reported  tne  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Dobson  &  S(m,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  book- 
sellers, imposing  to  sell  to  Congi'ess  eight  hun- 
dred copies  of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  that  a<law  may  be 
passed  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  same ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lowris,  Parrott,  and 
San  FORD,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  and  others,  en^a^ed  in  the  sea- 
faring business,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
praying  the  erection  of  a  li^ht-house  on  the  Isle 
of  Shoals ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 
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The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
^  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naral  Afiairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chapman, 
I  eoUector.  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Qeorger 
I  town,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina;  and,  in 
(     conformity  thereto,  resolv^ed  that  the  prayer  of  the 

petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
I  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

1  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Barry  and  Greorge 
Hodge ;  and,  in  conformit]^  thereto,  tne  petitioners 
had  feave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Phineas  Cole,  of  New 
Hampshire ;  and,  in  conformit]r  thereto,  the  peti- 
tioner had  leare  to  withdraw  ms  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  to  w^m  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  John  Charlton,  2d,  and  Eli- 
sha  Douglass,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying 
pensions;  and,  in  conformity  thereto^  the  peti- 
tioners had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  Maine  bill,  (as  proposed  to, be 
amended  by  adding  Missouri  to  it  j  and  the  propo- 
sition by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  recommit  the  bill  ^ith 
instructions  to  the  committee  to  separate  the  two, 
and  report  Maine  in  a  distinct  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Babbour,  of  Virginia  said,  the  particular 
agency  which  he  had  heretofore  had  in  this  sub- 
ject made  it  proper  that  he  should  endeavor  to  show 
the  impropriety  of  agreeing  to  the  proposed  resolu- 
tion, and  at  tne  same  time  vindicate  the  course 
pursued  by  the  committee  in  recommending  the 
amendment  providing  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union.  To  a  distinct  understand- 
ing of  the  subject^  said  he.  it  is  necessary  we  should 
advert^  to  the  history  oi  its  progress.  A  sdect 
eoQimittee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  bill  whose  object  was  to  provide  for 
the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union.  While 
it  was  depending  before  the  Senate,  I  submitted 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions 
to  incorporate  the  very  amendment  which  has 
now^  been  proposed.  Before  this  question  was 
decided,  a  bill  is  sent  up  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, precisely  like  that  depending  here,  in 
conformity  to  an  existing  comity  between  the  two 
Houses,  the  bill  depending  here,  with  the  ihstruc- 
tions  I  had  submitted,  was  postponed,  and  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  act  on  the  one  from  the  House 


of  Representatives,  At  the  proper  time,  it  vras 
committed  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  who,  as 
I  think,  most  wisely  and  justifiably,  reported  the 
bill  with  the  much  contested  amendment  in  favor 
of  Missouri — the  memorial  of  that  people  having 
been  previously  referred  to  that  committee,  sup- 

Slicatmg  admission  into  the  Union.  It  is  objected, 
rst,  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
committee  sot  possession  of  the  subject  rather 
curiously.  In  justification  of  this  ^issertion,  he 
states  that  the  memorial  of  the  people  of  Missouri 
is  that  which  was  presented  the  last  session.  Sure^ 
this  objection  is  of  itself  a  curiosity.  Is  it  not  the 
invariable  usage  which  obtains  in  both  branches^ 
when  a  petition  has  been  presented,  and  its  object 
not  consummated,  as  is  but  too  commonly  the 
case,  Congress  either  bein^  unable  or  unwilling 
to  do  so,  for  the  same  identical  netition  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  ensuing  Congress  f .  ^hy  present  a 
new  one,  the  facts  and  grounds  of  the  application 
remaining  the  same  ?  It  is  next  objected  by  the 
gendeman  from  Rhode  Island,  that  the  commit- 
tee have,  exceeded  their  powers  in  recommending 
this  amendment.  Pray,  sir,  what  >is  the  object  m 
referring  a.  bill  to  a  committee — ^merely  to  aot  the 
i's  and  cross  the  t's  ?  I  had  supposed  thev  had  a 
more  important  duty  to  perform.  Not  only  their 
right,  but  that  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  modifj 
or  amend  any  and  every  part  in  relation  to  the 
particular  subject  embraced  by  the  bill,  and  to  ex- 
tend its  provisions  so  as  to  embrace  every  corres- 
ponding subject.  This  is  not  only  a  rational  rule, 
but  one  which  is  prescribed  by  every  well  organ- 
ized deliberative  body.  It  in  tne  first  place  dimin- 
ishes that  multiplicity  of  laws  already  swelled  to 
an  extent  beyond  the  reading  of  the  most  indus- 
tcious.  Secondly,  it  prevents  that  irregularity  and 
inconsistency  which  ensue  from  a  difierent  course. 
I  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  Senate^  when  I 
assert,  that  the  success  of  a  claim,  for  instance, 
depends  sometimes  on  the  zeal,  perseverance,  and 
ability  of  its  patron.  A  claim  thus  supported,  is 
carried  in  triumph  throufi'h  the  House>-while  one 
no  less  just,  for  want  of  uose  efficient  auxiliaries, 
is  lost,  and,  in  consequence,  a  chequered  and  un- 
equal system  of  legislation  obtains.  If  this  be  true 
on  trifling  occasions,  how  does  the  reason  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee  increase  upon  ua^ 
and  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  it  upon  subjects 
so  important  as  those  involved  in  the  bill  and 
amendment !  But  it  is  objected  that  the  two  sub- 
jects are  dissimilar,  and.  therefore,  should  be  separ- 
ated. If  this  be  true,  way  send  it  back  to  the  com- 
mittee? The  question  before  the  Senate  is,  shall 
they  be  joined  as  proposed  by  the  committee?  If 
yoa  disapprove  of  the  junction,  reject  it ;  but  do 
not  refer  it  to  the  committee :  they  have  performed 
their  duty ;  do  you  perform  yours.  But  is  it  true, 
that  there  is  any  dinerence  in  the  two  subjects,  so 
as  to  make  it  indispensable  to  separate  them  ?  As 
to  any  thing  yet  before  the  Senate,  there  is  no  ea- 
sential  difierence;  and,  therefore^  nothing  to  require 
their  separation.  Let  us  inquire,  first,  in  what 
they  agree;  Maine,  it  is  readily  admitted,  has  Just 
claims  to  an  admission  into  the  Union ;  and  I  sball 
be  greatly  .misunderstood,  if  I  am  suspected  of  anf 
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hostility  to  such  admission.    Her  claims  rest  on 
the  extent  of  her  territory,  the  number  of  her  peo- 

ge,  the  ^reat  length  or  her  maritime  coast,  her 
Qntier  situation,  fmd  the  necessity  of  the  resi- 
dence of  her  government  within  her  borders,  by 
which,  whenever  the  occasion  occurs,  the  resources 
of  the  State  may  be  called  out  immediately  for 
her  defence  and  protection.  What  are  Missouri's 
claims  ?  An  equal  extent  of  country,  the  number 
of  her  j[)eople,  her  frontier  situation,  a  right  euar- 
anti^  by  the  treaty  by  which  we  acquired  the 
country,  but,  above  all.  the  invaluable  privily  of 
self-government,  of  wnich  she  is  now  deprived : 
a  privilege  dear  to  every  American ;  the  depriva- 
tion of  which  is  the  last  injury  which  can  oe  in- 
flicted upon  them.  In  what  do  diey  differ  ?  It  is 
said  Maine  is  ready  to  come  into  the  GSovernment, 
having  formed  her  constitution.  If  dependently  oi 
the  consideration  that  this  state  of  things  would 
make  it  necessary  only  to  adapt  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the.  bill  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  two  cases,  I  must  be  permitted  to  state,  that 
Maine  has  no  claim  on  us  for  Uie  precipitancy 
with  which  she  has  acted.  The  correct  course 
would  have  been,  to  have  obtained  the  consent  of 
Congress  before  she  had  proceeded  as  far  as  she 
has.  For  I  presume  no  one  will  pretend  that  there 
is  any  Constitutional  obligation  on  Congress  to 
admit  Maine  at  all  into  the  Union — ^for  the  very 
obvious  reason,  that  she  ngw,  as  a  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts, enjoys  all  the  inestimable  blessings  of 
self-government  She  surely,  therefore,  has  not 
increased  her  claim  on  our  inaulgence  by  the  pre- 
mature step  she  has  taken  in  forming  her  consti- 
tution ;  especially,  too,  as  she  did  not  know  but, 
according  to  the  new  doctrine  recently  sprung  up, 
Congress  mi^ht  think  proper  to  impose  restric- 
tions— of  which  right  she  seems  to  have  deprived 
us,  by  makine  and  fashioning  her  constitution 
according  to  ner  own  will  and  pleasure.  Mis- 
souri, on  the  contrary,  quietly  submitted  to  the 
injustice  of  which  she  was  the  victim  at  the  last 
session,  and,  for  tibis  submission,  and  her  forbear- 
ance to  assert  her  right  to  self-government,  is 
held  as  an  unworthy  associate  of  the  less  respect- 
ful Maine. 

Various  other  objections  have  been  suggested 
by  the  member  from  Rhode  Island,  but  it  must  be 
palpable  tfae^  are  intended  merely  as  a  light  corps 
for  skirmishing,  and  to  conceal  the  real  point  of 
attack.  He  says  he  does  not  know  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wish  to  he  admitted  into  the  Union.  I 
fear  were  one  to  come  from  the  dead  to  testify  the 
fact,  the  gentleman  would  be  still  incredulous. 
Were  you  not  petitioned  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory  at  your  last  session  ?  Did  not  the  people, 
during  the  last  Summer,  in  every  possible  form,  in- 
dignantly denounce  the  attempted  usurpation  of 
Congress?  And  has  not  their  Delegate  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  signified  the  wishes 
of  his  constituents  by  obtaining  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  that  purpose  in  a  few  days  af^r  our 
meeting?  But  why  need  I  refer  to  these  facts? 
Is  there  any  circumstance  which  renders  it  les^ 
desirable  to  the  people  of  Missouri  than  at  the 
bst  session  ?    What  is  it  they  pray  for  ?  the  right 


of  self-government — the  choicest  blessing  of  Hea- 
ven to  human  kind.  And,  does  an  Americaa 
Somtor  wish  any  other  evidence  of  the  existenee 
of  this  wish,  but  that  innate  desire  for  this  high 
privilege  in  man  wherever  he  is  (bund ;  but  more 
especially  with  a  people  principally  composed  of 
native  liom  Americans,  who  have  enjoyed  the 
blessing  and  know  how  to  appreciate  it  ?  But, 
he  does  not  know  the  numbo*  of  people  in  the 
Territory  since  Arkansas  was  detached.  No !  Was 
not  the  latter  Territory  detached  durin|[  the  last 
session  contemporaneously  with  the  bin  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  ?  Then  no  objecticm  was 
heard  as  to  her  wanting  the  number  to  justify  her 
admission  into  the  Union  ?  But,  if  her  number 
were  sufficient  then,  much  more  so  is  it  now, 
when  they  have  incalculably  increased  by  that 
tide  of  emigration  which  has  so  steadily  flowed 
into  the  Territory  during  the  last  year.  lie  is  also 
not  satisfied  with  the  boundaries.  Yet  they,  too, 
were  critically  scanned  during  the  last  session, 
and  finally  assumed  such  a  shape  as  to  be  unex- 
ceptionable. - 1  will  not  lose  more  time,  in  meet- 
ing objections  of  this  kind,  which  carry  with  them 
their  own  refutation,  than  barely  to  remark  that 
the  gentleman  who  used  them  must  have  felt  him- 
self- pressed  to  the  wail  before  he  would  resort  to 
means  of  defence  of,  to  say  the  least,  suck  doubt- 
ful propriety.  It  would  bare  been  better  at  once 
fairly  to  acxnowiedge  the  real  object.  Let  it  be 
presented  without  amMguity.  Let  the  issue  be 
madf  up,  and,  according  to  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity, let  the  contest  be  settled.  I  will  state  frankly 
what  it  is.  The  gentlemen  wish  to  impose  restrict 
tionson  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  noton  the  people 
of  Maine,  llere  lies  the  difference,  not  in  the  un- 
equal claims  of  the  people  of  these  two  portions  of 
territories,  but  in  the  new-fangled  scheme,  the  re- 
sult of  modem  and  unwise  counsels,  which  seeks 
to  fix  on  Missouri  the  badge  of  inequality  and  de- 
gradation. I  had  fondly  hoped  tJxat  the  good 
sense  of  the  Senate,  and  its  regard  to  the  just  rishts 
ofcverypartof  the  Union,  would  have  resisted  an 
attempt  so  repugnant  to  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
nation,  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitutioo. 
and,  above  all,  the  great  and  inalienable  right  oi 
the  people  of  self-governxnent ;  but,  in  this  hope  I 
fear  I  shall  be  disappointed.  It  is  this  attempt 
which  constitutes  the-  only  difference  between 
Maine  and  Missouri.  Now,  I  submit  this  ques- 
tion to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side. 

If  the  design  alluded  to,  that  of  imposing  re- 
strictions on  tne  people  of  Missouri,  did  not  exist, 
or,  existing,  we  were  ready  to  tt^fee  to  it,  would 
they  have  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the  union 
of  these  States  in  the  same  bill  ?  I  answer  for 
them — ^they  would  not :  the  bill  would  have  passed, 
notwithstanding  this  union,  without  criticism  or 
question.  But  the  question,  in  our  view,  is  as 
though  this  difficulty  did  not  exist ;  for  that  which 
does  not  exist,  and  that  which  ought  not  to  exist, 
is,  as  to  its  effects,  precisely  the  same.  Now,  vre 
say  you  have  no  right  to  impose  these  restrictions, 
and,  having  no  ri^t,  you  snail  claim  no  advan- 
tage  by  the  attempt    This  would  be  to  suffer  yoa 
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to  profit  by  your  own  wrong ;  and,  if  I  am  correct 
in  saying  you  would  haye  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posed consolidation,  were  it  not  for  this  attempt  to 
control  the  people  of  Missouri  in  the  exorcise  of 
the  great  privilege  of  making  their  own  govern- 
ment,  and  also  that  you  have  no  right  so  to  con- 
trol them,  we,  who  assume  both  these  as  unques- 
tionable truths,  can  see  no  serious  difficulty  to  the 
proposed  union.    I  forbear  to  investigate  them  at  I 
this  time^  because  I  have  been  told  by  the  Chair, 
and  prop^ly  told,  that  upon  this  question  such  an 
investigation  would,  as  tne  lawyers  say,  be  trav- 
elling out  of  the  record.    In  the  proper  stage  of 
the  question  I  will,  as  far  as  my  feeble  capacity 
will  enable  me,  endeavor  to  sustain  them  to  the 
satisfiiction  of  every  unprejudiced  mind.    But  gen- 
tlemen confidently  ask  us,  whv  seek  to  compd  us 
to  Yo^  for  a  measure^of  whicn  we  disapprove  by 
mutincr  it  with  another  on  which  there  is  no  difier- 
eoce  of  opinion  ?    For  the  plainest  of  all  possible 
reasons.    You  who  ask,  shall  be  compelled  to  do 
justice.    \9  this  a  novelty  in  ethics  or  in  l^isla- 
ticm  ?     If  you  apply  to  a  court  of  equity  for  its  aid 
in  reference  to  a  subject  rdbitive  to  wmch  there  is 
no  doubt,  what  is  the.  answer  of  the  chancellor? 
You  who  ask  must  do  justice.    "  Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  be  done  unto,"  is  b,  sublime  maxim 
of  morality,  incttlcaUd  by  the  highest  of  all  pos- 
sible authority,  and  on  which,  we  are  told,  hang 
the  law  and  the  prophets.    You  who  ask  justice 
for  Maine,  shall  be  oompdled  to  do  it  for  Mis* 
sourL     And  shall  we  be  called  unreasonable  who 
view  the  question  in  this  light,  if  to  preserve 
equaUty,  which  is  but  another  name  for  justice, 
we  unifte  them  ihdissolubly  together,  and  subject 
tkem  to  a  common  &te?    How  could  we  stand 
justified  in  lending  ourselves  to  a  course  of  legis- 
lation whose  resuU  would  be  stamped  with  the 
most  consummate  injustice  ?    Do  you  not  know 
that  the  very  Ccmstitution  by  whose  authority  we 
are  here  is  tne  result  of  compnMuise  brought  about 
by  the  verv  course  we  are  now  pursuing  ?    If  the 
South  had  re(jpired  its  claims,  never  so  jusL  first 
to  have  been  Yielded,  and  all  control  over  such  ces- 
sion to  have  Seen  surrendered  by  the  North  before 
its  pretensions  had  been  hear^  much  less  estab- 
lished, would  not  such  a  proposition  have  been 
seouted  ?    The  fact  is,  in  all  great  national  oues- 
tioais,  where  different  views  and  different  feeungs 
prevak^  it  is  indispensable  to  any  practical  result 
that  we  jHactise  towards  eajoh  other  some  degree 
o£  deference  and  concession!    The  mind  of  man 
rerolts  at  that  spirit  of  ^arroganee*  which  claims 
unqualified  suboussion  and  acquiescence  to  the  pre- 
tensions of  an  equal,  who,  at  the  same  moment, 
refuses  to  listen  to  yours.    £very  consideration  of 
propriety,  and  justice,  and  prudoaoe,  demands  that 
he,  towards  whom  injustice  is  about  to  be  prac- 
tised, should  reject  every  proposition  which  has 
not  perfect  equality  for  its  tiasis.    It  is  in  this  spirit 
that  we  who  think  the  claims  of~  Missouri,  for  the 
reasons  before  assigned,  to  an  admission  into  the 
Union  as  unrestrained  as  Maine,  are  stronger  than 
those  of  Maine,  believe  it  would  be  an  act  of  folly 
and  injustice  to  suffer  Maine  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Union  wkUe  Missouri  was  excluded.    I  there- 


fore, repeat  again,  do  unto  others  as  ypu  would 
they  should  do  unto  you.  Precedent  has  been  re- 
sorted to  J  on  this  occasion  to  influence  our  decision. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  found  in  the  instance  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Vermont.  With  submission,  I  think 
the  gentlemen  singularly  unfortunate  in  this  refer- 
ence. I  am  authorized  to  say,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  that  Kentucky  was  kept  back  some  time 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  admission  of  Ver- 
mont. What  do  we  propose  to  do  ?  Not  to  delay 
the  admission  of  Maine  tor  a  moment,  but  simply 
to  unite  Missouri  with  her.  Does  this  an^t  Maine  % 
No.  Yet,  in  the  very  case  alluded  to,  the  East 
refused  justice  to  the  West,  for  a  portion  of  time, 
with  the  design  of  making  this  act  of  their  justice 
to  Kentucky  subservient  to  the  wishes  of  V^mont 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and,  although  th^ 
are  not  in  the  same  law,  yet,  as  th»e  was  no  diffi- 
culty at  that  time  in  admittixig  both,  they  passed 
at  the  same  session.  But  let  us  suppose  the  mvid- 
ious  distinctions  which  are  now  attempted  had 
been  insisted  on  aeainst  Kentucky  or  Vennont,  is 
it  to  be  believed  that  the  same  caution  would  not 
have  been  used  which  we  propose  now  to  pursue? 
In  this  conclusion  I  think  I  am  warranted  by  re- 
ferring to  the  law  of  the  same  session  in  regard  to 
the  r^reseatation  of  those  States.  The  census 
not  having  been  taken,  the  ratio  was  arbitrary, 
and.  to  prevent  inequality,  both  States  were  united 
in  the  same  law,  and  two  Representatives  assigned 
to  each.     So  much  for  precedent,  sir. 

In  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  su|^rt  the  amend- 
ment, whose  e^t  will  be  to  admit  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  there  is  one  portion  of  the  House  to 
which  I  feel  confident  I  shall  not  appeal  in  vain. 
I  address  myself  to  those  who  have  just  escaped 
from  the  thraldom  of  colonial  government.  You 
have  too  recendy  escaped  from  that  degraded  state, 
and  entered  into  the  miition.of  all  the  blessings  oi 
self-government,  not  to  appreciate  duly  the  advan- 
tages of  the  change.  The  unportioned  Missouri, 
the  nation's  orphan,  claims  to  participate  in  this 
immeasureable  blessing.  Can  vou  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  her  just  supplications  ?  '  Sne  knocks  at  that 
door  through  which  you  have  just  entered.  Does 
it  become  you  to  bar  it  against  her  ?  Leave  this 
invidious,  unimllowed  taw,  to  your  veteran  asso- 
ciates. Remember  the  question  now  isyshall  M^ 
soori  be  admitted  at  all  ?  The  question  is  not  in- 
volved whether  she  shall  be  admitted  with  or  with- 
out restrictiixis.  Whatever  may  be  your  senti- 
ments on  this  subject,  it  is  not  at  this  stc^  that  an 
ezjpression  ai  them  is  called  for.  An  opportuaity 
wul  be  furnished  you  hereafter  oi  reeormng  your 
opinion  on  this  pomt. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  essentially  involved 
in  the  loeasure  luder  consideration,  is  one,  in  its 
consequences,  of  Uie  highest  import  to  the  tran- 
quillitv  and  hapniness  of  the  Union.  Let  me 
appeal  to  the  omer  side,  (and  I  design  to  be  as 
solema  as  the  occasion  requires,)  and  v^  what  is 
to  be  done?  We  are  pledged  ^r  the  most  soleam 
sanctions  of  our  religion  to  reject  the  meditated  r^ 
striotions  on  Missouri ;  the  uoastitution,  which  we 
have  sworn  to  support,  fiirjbids  it.  You  say  that 
you  will  not  recede  because  expediency  dictates  it 
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la^  then,  that  Tast  region  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
with  its  countless  inhabitants,  forever  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  colonial  goyernment?  If  it  were  prac- 
ticable, does  it  become  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  will  it?    But  suffer  not  yourselves  to  be 
deceived.    The  same  spirit  whicn  animated  the 
heroes  and  patriots  of  the  Revolution  warms  the 
bosoms  of  tnOse  hardy  sons  of  the  West ;  and 
when  you;  by  your  resolves,  arrest  the  mighty  flood 
of  the  Mississippi,  then,  and  not  till  then^  will  you 
be  able  to  repress  this  unconquerable  spirit.    I  will 
not  lift  the  curtain  to  look  into  futurity,  still  less 
to  delineate  what  I  fear  may  be  the  awful  conse- 
quences.   I  am  not  easily  alarmed,  nor  am  I  dis- 
posed to  be  an  alarmist ;  out  this  I  will  say,  that  I 
fear  this  subject  will  be  an  ignited  spark,  which, 
communicated  to  an  immense  mass  ot  combustion, 
will  produce  an  explosion  that  will  shake  this 
Union  to  its  centre.    There  is  one  consideration 
connected  with  the  present  question  and  its  attend- 
ant circumstances,  ttiat  swells  beyond  even  it,  im- 
portant as  it  is,  and  embraces  tne  foundations  of 
our  political  fabric.    The  crisis  has  arrived.  6on- 
temjuated  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  guard  against  whose  effects  was  the  principal 
object  of  the  creation  of  the  Senate.    To  us  does 
the  Constitution  look  in  the  moment  of  popular 
excitement,  whether  the  result  of  accident  or  de- 
sign ;  to  us  belongs  the  high  attribute  of  prescrib- 
ing limits  to  its  excess.    Tne  framers  of  tne  Con- 
stitution, independently  of  their  general  knowl- 
edge, were  deeply  read  in  the  character  of  man ; 
they  had  seen  him  in  every  phase  of  which  he  was 
susceptible  in  peace  and  war.    They,  therefore, 
knew  that  power  and  distinction  were  idols  but 
too  devoutly  worshipped  in  every  heart ;  that  there 
were  too  many  who  valued  them  even  beyond 
dieir  consciences,  and  whose  sacrifice  was  there- 
fore considered  small  compared  to  their  enjoy- 
ment.   Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  sail  gently 
dovni  the  current  with  all  your  sails  swelled  witn 
popular  breezes.    It  is  that  breeze  which  becomes 
your  chart  and  compass.    You  fear  no  shoal  or 
breaker  but  popular  displeasure.    But  these  great 
men,  in  tracing  liberty  and  its  effects  from  the 
master  States  oi  antiqmty  to  the  present  time,  had 
seen,  wherever  it  had  appeared,  that  it  had  been 
attended  with  faction  and  violence — conforming 
in  this  to  the  law  of  all  existing  things,  that  what- 
ever is  ^eat  is  irregular.    To  6reate  some  check 
in  the  Constitution  that  might  stay  its  fury  vras 
the  result  of  profound  wisdom.    To  fulfil  this 
great  purpose,  a  duration  in  office  has  been  as- 
signed us  sufficient  to  fill  the  measure  of  legitimate 
ambition.  If  true  to  our  trust,  we  stand  as  an  isth- 
mus between  the  troubled  wave  of  popular  discon- 
tent, lashed  into  a  storm  by  local  prejudices  or 
designing  demagogues,  and  the  Constitution.    If, 
instead  of  resisting,  we  yield  to  the  current,  we 
swell  the  dreadful  tide,  which,  passing  its  limits, 
floods  the  land,  and  whelms  every  thing  in  ruin. 
The  time  has  arrived  which  brings  to  the  test  the 
theory  of  the  Constitution.     This  portentous  sub- 
ject twelve  months  ago,  was  a  little  speck  scarcely 
▼isible  above  the  hozizon ;  it  has  already  overcast 
the  heavens,  obscuring  every  other  object  j  mate- 


rials are  everywhere  accumulating  with  which  to 
render  it  darker.  I  cannot  repress  an  expression 
of  my  fears  as  to  its  catastrophe,  unless  it  oe  dissi- 
patea  by  the  wisdom  and  the  firmness  of  the  Sen- 
ate. TO  stand  firm  when  deserted  by  the  people : 
to  prefer  our  duty  to  our  honors,  requires  a  moral 
enerffy  not  often  to  be  found.  To  disfranchise 
oursdTves  when  not  called  for  by  the  magnitude  of 
the  subject  is  wanton  suicide.  But  fearlessly  to 
comniit  ourselves  to  the  breach  when  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  our  country  demand  it,  entitles 
those  who  perform  so  illustrious  a  service  to  the 
gratitude  of  their  country.  I  think  I  see  around 
me  some  who  are  ready  to  make  the  sacrifice.  To 
them,  if  my  feeble  voice  can  effect  it,  shall  be 
erected  an  everlasting  monument  of  imperishaUe 
fame.  ^I  do  not  ask  of  others  what  I  am  not  ready 
to  perform ;  and  if  ever  the  day  shall  come  when 
the  welfare  of  my  country  demands  this  sacr^ce 
of  me,  and  I  shall  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  I  pray 
Qod  it  may  be  my  last 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  that,  from 
the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  State  whose 
separation  was  fo  be  effected  by  the  bill,  it  might 
be  expected  that  he  should  take  some  part  in  the 
debate,  though  he  was  not  sure  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  add  much  to  the  illustration  of  the  sub- 
ject It  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  he  could  not 
reflect  without  regret  upon  the  proposed  division  of 
his  native  State;  but  as  this  measure  had  been 
long  since  agreed  to,  with  the  full  and  deliberate 
consent  of  aU  parties  concerned;  and  the  people 
of  Maine,  in  consequence  of  what  he  r^^rded  as 
an  invitation  from  Congress,  had  actually  formed 
a  constitution^  and  were  now  intent  upon  the  con- 
summation ot  their  plan,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  contribute,  with  sincerity  and  frankness,  to  its 
accomplishment.  The  question  now  before  the 
Senate  was  in  substance  a  question  of  order ;  and 
it  was  with  a  view  to  disencumber  it  of  other  ques- 
tions, of  a  more  grand  and  interesting  character, 
that  ne  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  recommitment 
He  should,  on  the  whole,  have  preferred  taking 
the  question  upotf  the  adoption  of  the  amendment ; 
but  as  upon  that  the  entire  merits  of  the  Missouri 
pretensions  would  have  been  open  to  a  debate,  at 
the  option  of  honorable  gentlemen,  which  it  was 
desirable  to  avoids  he  was  reconciled  to  the  present 
course.  He  beared  leave,  however,  to  deny,  that 
a  vote  in  favor  of  this  motion  was  equivalent  fo 
one  for  rejecting  Missouri.  He  had  once  voted 
for  the  admission  of  Mfssourij  and  expected,  after 
a  fair  opportunity  for  examination  into  the  details 
of  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
accord  with  his  views,  to  vote  for  it  again.  It  was 
not,  he  agreed,  vay  easy  to  compass,  with  the 
chains  of  a  definition,  the  principles  that  should 
regulate  the  embracing  of  sevend  objects  in  one 
bill ;  but  there  was  in  every  man's  bosom  a  per- 
ception of  the  fitness  and  congruity  of  objects  which 
furnished  an  almost  unerring  standard.  If  the 
subject-matter  of  two  provisions  was  entirely  dis- 
similar, and  unconnected ;  if  the  law  could  no'ther 
operate  simultaneously,  nor  with  equal  effect,  upcm 
different  subjects ;  if  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
resulted  from  different  premises,  and  depended  on 
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rffoments  which  could  not  stand  in  any  possible 
dation  to  each  other,  it  might  be  assumed,  for  a 
eneral  principle,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  united. 
r  a  bill  were  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
ves,  for  raising  reyenue,  it  would  be  most  im- 
roper  and  unusual  to  hook  uppn  it  a  bankrupt 
ct,  or  any  other  heterogeneous  amendment  In 
England,  it  had  been  fashionable,  formerly,  to  at- 
^mpt  to  starve  majestv  into  a  compliant  humor, 
y  the  appendage  of  riaers  to  the  supply  bills ;  but 
e  protested  against  the  introduction  of  so  objec- 
onable  a  precedent  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
'tates,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  House.  In 
iply  to  the  appeal  of  the  honorable  member  from 
'irginia,  who  emphatically  demanded  whether 
le  proposed  junction  of  these  two  subjects  would 
s  resisted^  but  for  the  objections  held  in  reserve 
)  the  admission  of  Missouri,  he  declared,  with  the 
lost  perfect  sinc^ily,  that  ne  was  not  influenced 
f  any  such  anticipation ;  but  simply  by  a  sense 
r  the  absolute  discordance  of  the  two  provisions, 
ad  a  regard  to  what  he  believed  the  dignity  of  the 
enate  demanded.  No  two  thinf;s  could  have  less 
!seii&blance.  The  one  is  comprised  in  three  lines : 
^ou  have  only  to  say  to  Main^  let  her  be  a  Sta^e, 
o  which  ail  are  agreed,)  and  sne  is  a  State.  But, 
ir  Missouri,  you  must  proceed  cautiously  through 
irious  sections,  and  important  details.  In  one 
isQ  you  have  only  to  say  a  thine  is  done ;  in  the 
iher  you  settle  preliminaries,  anc[  give  permission 
)r  a  very  different  thing  to  be  done  hereafiter.  As 
)  the  precedents  cited  by  gentlemen  who  supported 
le  auiendment,  they  were  adverse  to  all  their  con- 
tusions. The  State  of  Kentucky  was  admitted 
ito  the  Union  February  4,  1791;  the  State  of 
''ermont,  February  18,  in  th^  same  year ;  so  that, 
lough  both  biUs  were  pending  at  the  same  time, 
nd  each  consisted  of  little  more  than  a  sentence, 
liey  were  enacted  separately,  and  on  different  days ; 
rhich  establishes  th^  fact  mat  no  compromise  or 
omhination  eidsted.  It  is  true  that  the  act  for  the 
pportionment  of  the  Representatives  of  the  two 
ttates,  which  passed  afterwards,  on  the  25th  of 
*ebruary,  had  reference  to  both  States;  giving 
0VO  members  to  each ;  but  this  was  perfectly  anal- 
gous  to  all  former  proceedings  in  the  apportion- 
lent  of  Representatives.  This  is  made  among 
11  the  States  by  one  general  law ;  and,  as  these 
NO  States  were  now  admitted,  to  include  them  in 
eference  to  this  object,  was  to  make  a  supplement 
iry  act  in  perfect  unison  with  the  existing  system, 
lut,  said  Mr.  O.,  it  is  not  perceived  that  gentlemen 
re  required  to  justify  this  attempt,  upon  me  ^ound 
f  the  similitude  of  the  cases,  acknowledging,  as 
liey  do,  the  influence  of  a  more  profound  and  cogent 
lotive.  With  an  openne^  deserving  commenda- 
ion,  they  avow  that  they  are  guided  by  considera- 
ions  of  policy  in  coupling  these  measures  ^  thai 
hey  plainly  intend  that  the  success  of  one  shall 
lepend  on  me  fate  of  the  other,  and  that,  unless  the 
t^  will  carry  double,  he  shall  not  come  out  of  the 
tall.  If,  then,  the  suggestions  of  a  wise  and  just 
K)licy  require  that  these  States  should  be  tnus 
oldered  together ;  the  objections  on  the  score  of 
rregularity  are,  certainly,  of  minor  consequence, 
nd  should  be  merged  in  the  higher  and  more  im-  I 


portant  motive.  Great  credit  was  certainly  due 
to  the  gentlemen  for  the  absence  of  all  disguise  in 
their  support  of  this  connexion,  on  the  sn'ound  of 
policy,  and  they  were  doubtless  well  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  of  aims  so  freely  disclosed — but,  he* 
nevertheless  was  persuaded,  that  the  jiolicy  was- 
most  unfortunate  and  unsound.  What  is  it,  wh«i 
reduced  to  terms  of  abstraction  ?  It  amounts  to^ 
this :  that  no  State  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  from 
a  population  entirely  white,  unless  another  has  in- 
gress at  the  same  time  with  a  mixed  population,  to>' 
counterbalance  its  influence.  Let  us  inquire  for  a 
moment  into  the  equitable  effect  of  this  policy,  9» 
well  as  into  its  expediency.  Since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  four  States,  from  which  slavery 
is  excluded,  namely,  Vermont.  Ohio  Indiana,  and 
Illinois ;  and  five  States  in  wnich  it  is  permitted, 
for  instance  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Alabama,  have  become  members  of 
the  tJnion.  This  gives  a  majority  of  one  State  in 
which  involuntary  servitude  is  tolerated.  After 
Maine  shall  be  incorporated,  the  prospect  of  another 
State,  with  an  entirely  white  population,  will  be 
at  an  end — certainly  for  very  Qiany  years.  No 
symptoms  of  a  contemplated  division  of  a  State 
have  appeared  in  any  qilarter  north.  New  Yo^rk 
exults  in  her  integrity  and  numbers.  Michigan, 
by  possibiUty  may  form  an  exception,  but  it  is 
more  probaole  that  circumstances  may  render  it 
eligible  to  annex  that  Territory  to  Ohio,  or  keep  it 
in  Its  present  state,  for  an  indefinite  period.  In 
this  view  of  affairs,  what  then  is  the  language  of 
the  policy  oroclaimed  by  gentlemen,  fairly  para- 
phrased ?  Is  it  not,  '^  we  have  alreaay  the  adVan- 
^  tage  in  the  admission  of  new  States,  by  the  ma- 
'  jority  of  one.  This  we  are  determinal  to  retain-*- 
<  and  reserve  to  ourselves  the  power  of  multiplying 
'  them  as  circumstances'  wilt  permit,  througnoat 
^  the  vast  expanse  of  territory  Mtween  the  Missis- 
'  sippi  and  Pacific,  though  you  are  stinted  and  can 
'  go  no  further."  And  what  will  be  regarded  as 
the  apparent  scope  of  this  policy  ?  Certainly  to 
engross  power  and  influence,  m  order  to  checkma!te' 
the  progress  or  power  of  the  other  States ;  and  thus 
hold  up.  to  open  view,  in  the  Senate,  a  principle 
which  has  been  for  the  first  time  thus  distinctly 
avowed.  What  will  be  the  sentiments  and  fedings 
of  the  people  of  Maine  at  this  disclosure?  What 
their  enrajgement  and  dismay  in  hearing  of  this 
new  and  inconceivable  policy !  When,  after  or- 
ganizing a  Constitution  at  your  bidding  (for  the 
act  of  mst  session  regulating  the  coasting  trade 
was  nothing  less  than  an  express  invitation  to  them 
to  set  up  for  themselves,)  wnen  after  all  the  trouble, 
expense,  expectation,  and  arrangements  made  in 
view  to  that  event,  they  are  eiven  to  understand 
that  they  must  be  debarred  from  their  promised 
privilege,  until  another  State  is  ready  for  admission 
to  countervail  their  influence.  Does  not  this  policy, 
however  well  intended,  go  directly  to  establish  a  line 
of  demarcation  exceeamgly  to  be  deprecated,  and 
to  countenance  the  doctrine  of  a  really  existing 
discordancy  of  interests  between  States  of  different 
descriptions  ?  And  will  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  inculcate  or  give  currency  to  an  opinion 
which,  if  well  founded,  we  should  endeavor  to  di»- 
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^uise  ?    He  did  not  hoveyer  believe  in  the  exist- 
ence of  any  such  reai  division  of  interests  among 
tlie  members  of  the  Union.    Prejudices  indeed  j)re- 
Tailed  out  of  doors  among  those  who  look  only  on 
the  surface  of  things^  but  the  Senate  would  not,  he 
hoped,  give  its  imprimatur  ^to  the  orthodoxy  of  any 
such  creed.    This  body  represents  not  only  the 
sovereignty  and  equality  of  the  States,  but  the 
unity  of  their  interests.    These  interests,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  different  classes  of  the  great  community, 
are  identical.    The  causes  which  affect  the  pros- 
perity of  the  commerce  of  New  Orleans,  bear  al- 
ways with  the  same  weight  upon  that  of  Boston. 
The  planter  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  farmer 
of  the  Northern,  must  equally  depend  upon  agri- 
culture as  the  source  of  tneir  comforts  and  riches. 
The  manufacturer  of  the  West  must  thrive  or  fail 
in  the  same  circumstances  which  affect  his  brethren 
in  the  East.    All  experience '  as  well  as  reason 
shows,  that  these  great  interests  are  the  same,' 
wherever  situated.    The  events  which  are  jiropi- 
tious  or  unfavorable,  shed  a  corresponding  influ- 
ence upon  them  all.'    We  are  one  people,  and  must 
rejoice  and  mourn,  and  rise  or  fall  tcw^ther.    We 
are  alike  the  representatives  of  the  free,  h<fwever 
the  descriptions  of  our  population  may  vary,  and 
whatever  may  be  the  ratio  of  numbers-which  reg- 
ulate the  elective  franchise.    These  are  the  prin- 
ciples and  feelings  which  the  Senate  should  culti- 
vate and,  proclaim.    For' his  part,  he  regarded  his 
associates  in  the  Legislature  as  standing  upon  the 
same  footing  with  lumself^  and,  in  the  course  of  a 
long  and  intimate  acquamtance  with  gentlemen 
from  the  slaveholdlng  States,  he  had  never  for  an 
instant  been  conscious  of  any  obstacles  to  his  es- 
teem and  respect  arising  from  local  considerations. 
Aaaoaff  them,  in  an  early  part  of  his  life,  he  had 
fbrmed  and  cherished  some  of  his  most  valued  in- 
timacies.   For  those  around  him,  whose  acquaint- 
ance was  recent,  he  realized  every  propensity  to 
goodwill  and  esteem  which  he  shoiila  fed  towards 
Oiose  from  his  own  vicinity.    With  others  a  longer 
acquaintance  had  ripened  mto  real  friendship ;  and 
for  his  old  friend  above  him  (Mr.  Macon,)  ne  pro- 
fessed a  sincere  afiection  and  respect,  (inspired  bv 
a  long  experience  of  his  honorable  character,) 
thougn  they  had  formerly  broken  together  many  a 
political  lance,  and  he  was  sorry  to  discern  in  him 
symptoms  of  wounded  or  excited  feelings  on  the 
present  occasion.    These  diqmitions,  he  thought, 
should  be  recinrocated  among  the  people  of  our 
coontrv,  who  snould  be  taught  by  example  to'be- 
licre  tnemselves  one ;  and  no  policy  could  in  his 
opinion  jprove  more  injurious  to  the  country,  than 
that  which  should  record  the  admitted  existence  of 
this  local  or  geographical  discrimination  of  inter- 
eats  in  that  chamber  which  had  been  consigned  to 
aSihes  by  a  common  enemy,  redeemed  by  a  com- 
mon purse,  and  consecrated  to  the  advancement 
of  the  common  welfare. 

There  was  another  view  of  the  subject  which 
Mr.  O.  wished  to  present.  Granting  for  the  mo- 
ment, that  the  poucy  of  honorable  gentlemen  is 
ootrect  in  itself,  and  not  pregnant  with  the  disad- 
vantages just  now  in^luted  to  it,  there  are  other 
considerations  which  outweigh  any  benefits  which 


can  emanate  from  it.  No  policy  can  claim  a 
comparison  in  excellency  witn  that  which  estab- 
lishes a  pure  and  incorruptible  legislation,  and 
which  excludes  from  the  puolic  councils  all  strat- 
agem and  compromise  in  the  enactment  of  laws. 
Nothing  could  be  more  remote  from  the  minds  of 
the  committee  and  the  friends  of  the  report  than 
any  measure  which  would  de^de  the  Legblaturc 
to  the  condition  of  a  mere  ratifier  of  contracts  and 
bargains.  Tet,  look  at  the  subordinate  and  some- 
times clashing  interests,  which  importune  the  at- 
tention of  every  Congress. 

There  is  not  only  an  interest  of  agriculture,  an 
interest  of  commerce,  an  interest  of  manufactures, 
but  interests  of  roads  and  canals,  of  army,  of  navy, 
and  of  private  claims  innumerable.  Is  there  no 
danger,  hereafter,  that  this  precedent  may  be  of 
evil  tendency,  and  a  step  t&wards  a  compromising 
system  of  legislation  that  would  be  destructive  to  the 
public  interest  ?  May  not,  at  some  future  day,  the 
friends  to  a  bankrupt  act  collude  with  the  advoc- 
ates for  a  change  in  the  tariff?  The  friends  to  a 
road  in  this  quarter  make  terms  with  the  promo- 
ters of  a  canal  in  another  direction  ?  The  advocates 
for  claims  of  one  description  stipulate  for  mutual 
sujpport  with  the  claimants  of  another  description  t 
When  the  broad  principle  of  deciding  every  ques- 
tion on  its  own  merits  is  once  deserted,  is  there 
not  danger  that,  at  some  period  not  very  remote, 
when  the  men  of  principle  who  now  constitute 
this  Senate  shall  have  disappeared,  the  business  of 
legislation  will  be  resolved  into  a  trade  of  bargain 
and  compromise,  first  of  pubKc,  then  of  private 
interests ;  that  the  laws  wiU  be  contracts,  doutda^ 
ficio  fUfaeia$y  and  that  this  chamber  may  become 
a  department  of  Change  Alley,  where  parties  will 
come  prepared  to  balance  interests,  settle  differ- 
ences, and  help  each  other  at  the  expense  of  the 
nation?  He  studiously  avoided  touching  upon 
many  topics  which  ban  been  introduced  into  the 
debate.  It  was  his  settled  purpose  to  avoid  them 
until  they  were  presented  in  due  time  and  place. 
The  claims  of  Missouri  have  been  strenuoudy  in- 
sisted on.  Her  pretensions  to  an  early  admission, 
it  is  said,  are  superior  to  those  of  Maine.  He 
would  not  ent6r  into  any  comparison  of  these  pre- 
tensions, but  was  unable  to  discern  any  disadvan- 
tage under  which  she  labored.  She  had  an  oigan- 
ized  and  representative  government ;  and  though 
it  was  observed  she  had  no  voice  in  deciding  ques- 
tions in  which  her  interests  are  implicated,  yet,  if 
she  had  forty  voices,  she  could  say  no  more  than 
that  she  had  a  sufficient  population,  and  wants  a 
State  government.  This  is  said  and  repeated, 
suflSciently  of^en  and  audibl)',  by  the  faithful  IM- 
esate  who  attends  to  her  concerns  in  the  other 
House.  He  is  not  silent ;  and  if  all  his  constitu- 
ents  were  here,  en  masse,  they  could  say  and  do 
no  more.  There  is  no  pressing  difficulty  in  this 
concern  of  Missouri.  Efnterprising  persons  have 
emigrated  to  that  Territory,  knowing  the  condi- 
tions. They  now  wish  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union.  To  this,  nobody  objects — ^but  miestions 
are  foreseen  that  may  anse  in  regard  to  the  tenns 
of  admission.  ,  But  can  it  be  reasonable  that  the 
District  of  Maine  should  be  responsible  for  the  sue- 
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cess  of  the  application  of  Missouri,  or  that  those 
who  are  engaged  in  promoting  the  admission  of 
one  should  he  compelled  now  to  consider  the  ob- 
jections to  the  pretensions  of  the  other  1    It  is  in- 
conceiyable  that  gentlemen  will  persbt  in  a  deter- 
mination not  to  do  what  they  believe  to  be  right, 
because  others  cannot  do  what  they  in  their  con- 
sciences fear  may  be  wrong.    When  the  feelings, 
excited  by  zeal  subside,  they  will  surely  revert  to 
principles  which  are  natural  and  almost  innate, 
and  do  what  they  honestly  conceive  and  feel  to  be 
right,  without  r^rd  to  consequences.    If  it  is  fit 
and  just  to  admit  the  elder  sister,  as  she  is  styled 
by  some  gentlemen,  why  should  she  be  compelled 
to  wait  for  the  younger?    Why  should  this  lister, 
a  lady  used  to  company  all  her  days,  and  who  is 
BOW  of  a  certain  age,  and  come  up,  at  your  invi- 
tation, in  full  dress,  have  the  door  shut  in  her  fa^e 
by  the  family,  merely  because  Miss  in  her  teens, 
who   has  not  made  her  toilette  or  procured  her 
corsets,  is  not  ready  to  make  her  appearance.    As 
to  the  accusation,  now  first  suggested,  of  premature 
diligence  and  presumptuousness    in   Maine,    in 
framing  her  constitution  without  leave  of  Consress. 
it  \7as  entirely  groundless.    She  was  not  oblijzed 
to  consult  Congress  on  that  subject  in  the  &st 
instance.    Missouri   could  make  no  constitution 
^thout  leave  of  Congress ;  for  her  domain  must 
be  granted  by  Congress,  and  especially  described, 
before  her  jurisdiction  could  attach.    She  must 
ask  of  Congress,  nbt  only  the  power  to  make  a 
constitution,  but  a  territory  Whereon  it  shall  op- 
erate; and  without  the  last  the  former  would  be 
m^ato^.    But  Maine  has  her  territory  in  actual 
occupancy,  with  the  consent  of  Massachusetts. 
She  nas  only  to  request  from  Congress  the  simple 
fa<nilty  of  coming  mto  the  Union. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  again  remind  the  Senate 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  coasting 
trade,  which  he  considered  as  a  prehminary  act  to 
the  admission  of  Maine.    In  consequence  of  this 
the  people  had  incurresd  great  trouble,  made  all 
their  arrangements,  and  were  now  attending  in 
Boston,  by  their  Representatives,  to  complete  the 
separation.    Not  oniy  so,  but  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts themselves  would  be  compelled  to  alter 
their  constitution  so  as  to  conform  to  the  new 
order  of  things ;  and  it  b  of  immense  consequence, 
to  all  parties,  that  they  should  be  able  to  proceed. 
The  people  of  Maine  will  indeed  have  great  cause 
of  chagrm  and  complaint.    They  have  certainly 
deserved  well  of  those  who  constitute  the  present 
political  majority.    They  are  a  brave  and  generous 
race ;  they  have  furnished  more  than  their  share 
of  the  men  who  have  fought  all  your  battles  in  all 
your  wars.    What  must  be  their  glow  of  vexation 
and  expression  of  surprise,  to  learn  that  their  most 
reasonable  request  is  refused,  because  one  member 
of  the  Senate  and  their  Representatives  in  the 
House  cannot  pledge  themselves  yet  to  vote  for 
ttie  admission  of  another  State?    Certainly  this 
treatment  is  calculated  to  promote  a  needless  di^ 
aflectk>n.    I  will  not  enlarge,  in  the  language  of 
gentlemen  who  allude  to  the  dropping  of  sparks 
and  the  spreading  of  flames — ^which  I  trust  will 
happen,  though  the  pine  forests  of  Maine, 


when  unhappily  set  on  fire,  would  probaUy  bum 
with  as  fierce  a  flame  as  the  spire  mas  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Logan,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  views 
which  had  influenced  him,  as  <me  of  the  select 
committee,  to  report  the  amendment.  It  was  to 
come  at  a  clear  and  dbtinct  view  of  the  merits  of 
the  Questions  embraced  by  the  bill  and  amendment ; 
to  show,  by  placing  them  side  by  side,  that  the 
same  rule  must  be  applied  to  both :  that  no  greater 
right  existed  to  impose  onerous  conditions  on  the 
one,  than  on  the  other  of  these  Territories.  If,  said 
he^  gentlemen  will  come  across  my  boundary  to 
affect  mv  property,  I  wish  to  look  over  on  the  other 
side,  ana  see  now  they  stand  He  was  opposed  to 
the  recommitment,  which  he  conceivea  wholly 
unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  substantive 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  and  it  would 
DC  made  no  plainer  by  recommitment,  which  would 
in  fact  only  DC  to  consume  time,  unnecessarily,  d^^. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  principally, 
he  said,  with  a  view  of  answering  some  inquiries 
which  nad  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Borrill,)  but,  as  he  perceived 
him  to  be  absent  from  his  seat,  he  woald  advert  to 
some  observations  of  the  eenuemen  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Mellen,)  who  had  misconceived  his 
arguments  on  yesterday.  That  eehtleman  seemed 
to  think  that  he  had  conceded  the  poweir  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  restrictions  on  the  new  States 
about  to  be  adtnitted.  From  the  difficulty  of 
hearing,  which  existed  in  that  hall,  the  ffentleman, 
might  have  entertained  that  opini<m,  out  it  was 
incorrect ;  his  observations  went  no  farther  than 
to  make  a  distinction  between  the  claims  of  Mis- 
souri and  Maine.  The  claim  of  Missouri,  wider 
the  treaty  of  cession,  was  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditiotkal ;  that  of  Maine  was  not ;  it  depended  on 
the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  if  restrietions  could 
be  imposed,  it  was  on  Maine  and  not  on  Missouri : 
because  the  latter  was  not  under  the  control  of 
Congress,'  but  depended  solely  on  her  maturity 
for  admission,  when  the  right  c^uld  not  be  denied 
her.  but  could  be  withheld  entirdy  from  Maine. 

As  it  regarded  the  motion  before  the  Senate,  no 
possible  purpose  could  be  obtained,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to.  All  that  was  sought  for  was  already 
bdbrethe  Senate.  The  motion  asked  for  Maine 
to  be  reported.  Maine  was  reported.  It  came  as 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was 
unaltered  in  its  form' or  substance^  as  respected 
Maine.  The  amendmoit  by  the  committee  was 
perfectly  congenial  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
original  bill ;  and  it  was  entirely  agreeable  to  Plar- 
liamentarv  usage  to  engraft, it  on  the  btlL  and 
consider  tnem  in  succession.  If  the  Senate  sooold 
find  it  expedient  to  reject  the  amendment,  it  could 
do  so. 

It  was  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  what 
gentlemen  wished.  If  they  were  noi  Gttffieiently 
prepared,  and  wuited  time;  or  if  they  wished  to 
wait  for  more  aid  on  this  ouestipn,  and  would 
move  a  postponement,  he  would,  for  one,  vote  for  it. 

He  could  not  perceive  why  the  admissioiir  of 
Maine  should  be  so  zealou^y  pressed ;  and  to  pal- 
Hate  it  we  were  told  that  Massachusetts  had  only 
given  her  consent  proviatonally,  that  Congreis 


115 


HISTORY  OF  C0N0BSS8. 


116 


Sbmate. 


Admiuion  of  Mame  and  Missouri, 


January,  1820. 


should  adopt  it  into  the*  Union  before  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next.  Yet  the  gentlemen  who  rep- 
resent that  State  had  avowed  that  Massachusetts 
was  fully  assenting  to  the  separation.  Then  can 
we  for  a  moment  suppose  such  a  want  of  magnan- 
imity in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  that  it  would 
not  immediately  extend  that  consent,  to  effect  an 
object  in  which  it  so  cordially  acquiesced  at 
present. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
(Mr.  BuRRiLL^  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  tne  amendment  to  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate.  It  appeared  that  the  facts  must 
have  escaped  his  recollection  when  he  asks  upon 
what  ground  the  committee  reported  the  amend- 
ment. To  this  inquiry,  Mr.  S.  replied  that  the 
committee  had  before  ih&ai,  at  the  time  this  amend- 
ment was  a^eed  on,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Missouri  Territory.  It  was 
the  original  memorial,  and  would  have  been  read 
before  the  committee  for  the  benefit  of  that  hon- 
orable eentleman,  but  that  he  deemed  it  unneces^ 
sary..  This  memorial  had  been  furnished  by  the 
delegate  from  that  Territory,  had  been  regularly 
presented  to  the  S^iate,  and  in  due  form  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee  which  reported  the 
amendment.  It  was  true,  this  memorial  bore  date 
twelve  months  ago,  but  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  the  Saiate  was  a  per]>etual  body ;  nor  was 
there  any  rule  which  required  the  memorial  to 
bear  even  date  with  the  time  of  presenting  it.  The 
Senate  had,  last  session,  acted  on  this  very  measure 
without  any  memorial,  and  without  any  regard  to 
the  population  of  that  Territory. 

The  gentleman  also  has  inquired  if  any  survey 
has  been  had  to  mete  oi^t  the  boundaries  and  ex- 
tent of  this  territory.  The  boundaries .  are  given 
in  the  bill,  and  its  population,  (upwards  of  sixty 
thousand;)  and  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  Illinois  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  mere  supposition, 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Territory,  that  it 
contained  about  forty  thousand  ^rsons  of  ^11  de- 
scriptions. The  extent  of  Illinois  is  greater  than 
that  of  Missouri,  yet  that  honorable  gentlemen, 
and  all  the  Senate,  voted  for  its  admission,  with- 
out one  inquiry.  Ohio  was  admitted  on  a  sug- 
gestion only  ot  its  having  a  population  of  forty- 
tour  thousand;  Mississippi  of  tnirty-seven  thou- 
sand. No  census,  no  survey,  was  ever  had  or 
thouffht  of.    But  Missouri  is  a  devoted  spot.- 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
has  spoken  of  senioritv;  that  Missouri  is  the 
younger  sister,  and  ougnt  to  wait  till  Maine,  her 
elder  sister,  is  provided  for ;  and  humorously  tells 
us,  Missouri  is  but  Miss  in  her  teens.  Wnat  is 
the  fact  in  this  regard?  Why,  Missouri  was  a 
Ml-grown  applicant  for  admission  twelve  months 
ago,  at  whicn  time  this  Miss  Maine  was  not  con- 
ceived; but,  in  order  to  obtain  rank,  her  birth  has 
been  hastened,  and  she  brought  forth,  prematurely, 
a  seven  montns'  child. 

That  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us  of  the 
physical  force  of  Maine;  that  they  have  a  fine, 
well-trained  .militia;  that  they  fougnt  your  battles 
and  shed  their  blood  duripg  the  Revolutionary 


war.  and  fought  and  repelled  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war.  Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  know  why 
such  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  military  prowess 
of  the  people  of  Maine.  He  could  not  distinguish 
between  the  particular  sections  qf  Massachusetts. 
He  knew  she  was  highly  distinguished  for  valor- 
ous achievemeiits  in  the  course  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war;  but  he  fancied  her  fame  stopped  there. 
If  she  had  achieved  any  thing  during  the  late  war, 
she  had  been  most  egregiously  slandered.  He  for- 
bore to  enlarge  on  this  subject;  but  he  could  say 
to  that  gentleman  that  there  were  as  brave  men  to 
the  South  and  West  as  any:  in  the  highly  respect- 
able and  military  State  of  Massachusetts.  Mis- 
souri had  her  brave  sons  also. 

Mr.  0ti6  said  he  had  certainly  been  misappre- 
hended if  he  had  been  understood  to  set  up  the 
military  prowess  of  Massachusetts  as  an  argument 
against  connecting  the  two  subjects  of  Maine  and 
Missouri.  He  had  said  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Maine  had  lieen  attached, 
and  strongly  attached,  to  the  late  administrations 
of  the  Gr^eral  Government,  and  had  furnished 
many  soldiers  for  the  army  during  the  late  war. 
Witnout  going  further  into  the  subject,  which  he 
hoped  the  gentleman's  courtesy  and  comity  would 
not  force  him  to  do  on  this  occasion,  he  would 
venture  to  afi&rm  that  no  State  in  the  Union, 
taking  Maine  and  Massachusetts  together,  had 
more  men  in  readiness  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  war;  and  that  no  State,  excej^t  the  sin- 
gle fact  of  not  yielding  the  command  ol  her  mili- 
tia to  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
had  a  better  understanding,  with  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  co-opera- 
tion in  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  begged 
leave  to  add  this  further  remark:  that,  look  over 
the  roster  of  the  army,  and  apply  at  the  public 
offices  for  information,  and  gentlemen  would  find 
as  much  Massachusetts  blood  was  spilt,  in  the  late 
war,  as  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  no  intention  to  raise 
the  honorable  gentleman's  feelings,  but  was  very 
glad  to  be  informed  on  the  subject  from  authority 
so  satisfactory  on  this  point  as  that  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  RoBGRTs  said  he  thought  it  important  to 
bring  back  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  ques- 
tion actually  before  it.  He  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion, by  his  motion,  to  censure  any  member  for  the 
course  he  had  taken ;  but,  in  order  to  come  to  a 
separate  decision  on  tlie  two  subjects,  he  was  de- 
sirous of  disconnecting  them,  and  his  motion  was 
the  regular  one  for  that  purpose.  He  was  willing 
to  consider  both  the  bills  on  the  same  day,  but  he 
did  not  wish  them  to  be  connected.  Mr.  K.  made 
various  remarks  on  the  point  of  order,  ^ing  to 
show  the  non-conformity  of  the  report  of  Uxe  com- 
mittee to  the  practice  of  the  House.  With  respect 
to  the  surprise  expressed  by  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina  at  his  (Mr.  R.)  having  made  the  motion 
now  under  discussion,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thought 
there  was  a  peculiar  propriety  in  his  doing  it,  from 
his  having  no  immediate  personal  interest  In  it,  as 
the  Representatives  from  Massachusetts  might  be 
supposed  to  have.    With  regard  to  preparation  for 
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the  question,  he  assured  die  Senate  that  he  had 
made  the  motion  without  consultation  or  advice 
with  any  other  member^  &c.    He  again  urged  the 
propriety  of  disconnecting  the  two  subjects.    As 
respected  the  Missouri  question,  he  said,  he  was 
ready,  if  his  judgment  did  not  mislead  him,  or  his 
information  was  not  incorrect,  to  show  that  there 
were  restrictions  in  the  bill  which  showed  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  argument  that  the  restriction  which 
had  been  allud^  to  was  contrary  to  the  treaty, 
&c.    He  might  fail  in  this  object,  but  such  was 
his  confidence  on  that  (juestion,.  and  that  too  after 
a  full  examination  of  it,  that  be  was  as  ready  as 
they  to  come  to  the  point.    He  doubted  whetner, 
on  that  question,  even  the  fascinations  of  genius 
could  lead  him  for  a  momait  astray.    On  this 
point  he  said  no  more ;  but,  as  to  the  Question  im- 
mediately before  the  Senate,  he  might  ask,  as  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  as  a  member,  that  the  question 
should  be  divided ;  but  he  preferred  to  ask  it  as  a 
matter  of  right,  due  to  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
jects involv^. 

Mr.  Dana,  of  Connecticut,  concluded  the  debate 
by  some  remarks  on  a  point  which  had  not  been 
adverted  to  by  others,  or,' he  said,  he  would  not 
have  spoken.    He  objected  to  the  course  pnopos^i 
by  die  report  of  the  select  committee,  and  was  in 
favor  of  recommitment.    Nine  States,  he  siiid,  had 
alrauly  been  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  and  in  no  case  had 
there  been  a  connexion  of  two  in  one  bill,  and  this 
for  a  very  good  reason.    An  act  for  the  admission 
of  a  State  into  the  Union,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  entirely 
distinct  from  all  other  objects  of  legislatioif.    It  is 
a  question  whe^er  we  will  i^dmit  a  new  associate 
in  the  empire.     It  is  an  individual  case  in  its  very 
nature.    U  is  not  a  case  for  which  we  can  provide 
by  a  general  law.    We  can  no  more  do  that  by  a 
general  law,  than  we  can.  by  such  a  law,  declare 
whether  members  are  duly  entitled  to  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  so  as  to  supjersede  the  necessity  of  exam- 
ining the  credentials  in  each  particular  case.    The 
Hoase  of  Representatives,  Mr.  D.  said,  had,  in  its 
leni^tion,  with  very  great  propriety,  confined  it* 
self  to  the  question  whether  a  single  State  should 
be  admitted.     It  was  in  vain  to  ■  ransack  the  an- 
nals of  legislation,  ancient  or  modem,  for  any 
analogy  to  the  case  now  before  the  Senate.    It 
could  only  have  existed  in  our  own  history ;  and 
in  tftat  there  was  no  example  of  the  union  of  two 
States  in  one  act  of  admission ;  and  Mr.  D.  said 
they  ought  not  to  be  united.    If  thoprovision  were 
not  made  in  the  Constitution  for  the  admission  of 
new  Stato,  the  general  power  of  le^lation  would 
not  have  extended  to  it.    Mr.  D.  cited  the  case  of 
Kentucky,  as  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  Maine ; 
and  showed  that  Massachusetts  had  followed,  in 
her  assent,  dtc.,  to  the  independence  of  Maine,  the 
example  set  hy  Virginia.    There  had  been  a  case, 
he  said,  in  which,  at  the  same  session  of  Congress, 
one  Territory  .had  been  admitted  into  the  Union, 
and  another  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  of 
State  govemnxent;  but  the  idea  was  never  sug- 
gested of  uniting  them  bqth  in  one  act ;  the  fact 
being  that  the  reasons  of  the  two  acts  were  not  the 
same.    On  the  giotmd  that  acts  of  this  description 


were  entirdy  difiecent  from  hU  ordinary  acts  of 
legislation,  and  must  in  their  nature  be  limited  to 
particular  objects,  it  was  as  improper  to  combine 
these  two  questions  as  to  combine  the  questions 
whether  two  persons  were  distinctly  qualified  to 
represent  particular  States  in  this  body. 

Another  consideration  presented  itself  to  him, 
whether  there  might  not  oe  established  a  system, 
by  which,  in  die  first  place,  the  public  lands  west 
of  the  Mississippi  should  be  exposed  to  sale ;  after- 
wards distributed  into  Territories  sufficient  for 
States,  dbc. ;  thus  making  out  at  once  a  whole  sys- 
tem. He  thought  the  subject  of  the  admission  of 
Missouri  had  not  had  that  full  examination  it  was 
entitled  to.  It  was  proposed  to  comprehend,  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  new  Statej  the  Mississippi, 
Uie Missouri,  the  Osage,  the  waters  of  Kansas; 
thus  giving  it  a  position  commanding  all  the  passes 
into  Uie  interior.  The  extent  of  the  proposed  ter- 
ritoryj  Mr.  D.  said,  was  also  too  great  In  arrang- 
ing the  limits  of  the  new  State,  reference  ought  to  . 
be  had  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  country,  and  to 
tl^e  relations  of  its  dififerent  sections.  Tnere  was 
no  occasion  for  haste  in  this  matter ;  the  people  of 
Missouri  were  not  in  a  state  of  suffering.  They 
had  already  a  local  Legislature  adequate  to  pro- 
vide for  their  present  wants,  and  a  Delegate  in 
Conjpress  to  rejiresent  their  general  interests. 

The  two  subjects  of  Maine  and  Missouri  ou^ht 
to  be  distinctly  considered  and  decided ;  and,  with 
a  view  to  effect  that  object,  he  was  in  favor  of 
recommitment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
recommitment,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
^e  negative,  by  25  votes  to  18,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Messri.  Bnrrill,  Dans,  Dickerson,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lanmtn,  LoWrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble, 
Otis,  Roberto  Ru^gles,  Ssnford,  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
Van  Djkot  tnd  Wilton. 

Nats — Messn.  Barbour,  Brown,  £atoB,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Jol^nton  of 
Loainana,  King,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pal* 
mer,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Plea^anto,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williama  of  Misaissippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived ;  the  Senate  thus 
refusing  to  separate  the  conjunction  of  the  two 
States  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


Monday,  January  17. 
.  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Gabriel  Winter  and  others,  praying  the 
confirmation  of  certain  lands  in  the  county  of 
Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  to  the  n^ 
of  Elisha  Winter,  and  to  the  heirs  of  Willifc 
Winter;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  leferted 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  B. 
Dudley  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Dehsle,  Edward  B. 
Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  the  bUl  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  WiLUAMs,  of  Miasianpin,  from  the  Com- 
mictee  on  Pablic  Lands,  to  uniom  was  referred  a 
memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  praying^  for  the  estabUslmient  of  an  ad- 
ditional lana  office  in  that  State,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial  ought  not  to  tie  granted.  There- 
port  and  resolution  were  rend. 

Mr.  Thomas  gare  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  faring  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  slarery  mto  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  north  and  west  of  the  contemplated 
State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  DiCKBRSON  presented  the  memorial  of  Pe- 
ter S.  Daponceau  and  others,  citizens  of  Peimsyi- 
rania,  on  the  subject  of  domestic  manu&ctures, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  JoHNsoxf,  of  Louisiana,  gave  iu>tice  that 
to-monow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjusts 
meat  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  pRBBiDEiiT  communicated  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Hawley,  of  the  town  of  Carmd,  in  the 
State  of  New  Yoric,  praying  assistance  from  Con- 
gress, in  conaidemtion  of  his  discoveries  and  im- 
provements in  the  useful  arts ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  obedience  to 
the  <^Act  of  March  3, 1809^  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navv  Department," 
containing  the  several  statements  thereby  required; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  comprehending  contracts 
EMide  by  that  department  in  Uie  year  1819,  in  com- 
pliance with  ''An  act  concerning  public  contracts," 
passed  April  21, 1808;  and  the  report  was  read. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURL 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Unioih  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  annexa- 
tion of  Missouri.  And  the  said  {Nroposed  amend'* 
ment  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Edwards  offered  an  amendment,  having 
in  view  the  principle  of  compromise  (by  exclu- 
sion of  slavery  from  the  other  territories  of  the 
United  Stales ;)  but  subsequently  withdrew  it,  to 
gire  an  opportunity  for  the  following  motion : 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment 
^^ereby  Missouri  is  proposed  to  be  admiued  to 
uim  a  constitution)  the  loUowing  proviso : 

<\Pro¥ided,  thtt  the  farther  iDtrodaetion  into  ssid 
State  of  persons  to  be  held  to  slsvery  or  iovolantary 
sefTitvde  within  the  same,  thaJl  be  ftbMtalely  and 
tiievoci^ly  prahibitod." 
The  said  amendment  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Roberts  said  his  objection  to  the  order 
ioUowed  in  the  introduction  of  this  bill  was  a  seri- 
ous one.    Imgolaritf  in  legiriative  proceedings 


ought  alwajs  to  be  avoided^  bat  more  espeeiaUy 
on  a  question  laying  the  foundations  of  a  great 
c<»nmunity.  I  have  thought,  said  he,  and  stili 
think,  (with  deference  to  ue  decision  had,)  it  has 
been  an  unfortunate  coarse,  and  that  this  will  be 
more  ajpparent  as  we  pro^rress.  Many  remarks 
which  iell  from  gentlemen  m  the  discussion  hith- 
erto had,  now  invite  reply.  I  have  taken  some 
care  to  arrange  my  thoughts  for  that  purpose ;  bm 
I  have  determined  to  wimhold  them  at  thb  time. 
The  subject  we  are  entering  upon  is  one  of  g^reat 
magnitude ;  claiming  the  coolest  Exercise  of  the 
faculties  of  the  understanding,  and  the  absence 
from  the  mind  of  all  sorts  ot  passion.  I  very 
much  desire  to  avoid  touching  any  and  every  sub* 
ject,  however  pertinent,  calcmated  to  awaken  im- 
patience or  dissatisfaction,  or  to  use  language  which 
may  be  justly  excepted  to,  as  incompatible  with 
this  declaration. 

It  has  sometimes  been  permitted,  in  God's  pro- 
vidence, that  a  people  should  deliberately  fix  the 
great  principles  of  tneir  polity,  under  circumstan- 
ces happily  calculated  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  high  blessings  of  his  benevolent 
justice,  so  as  to  promise  the  fuffilment  of  the  pent 
end  for  which  he  created  man — ^happiness.  Such 
was  the  occasion  when  these  States  declared  Chem- 
sdves  free  and  independent;  such  was  that  that 
secured  to  the  people  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  itel%j- 
ous  liberty;  and  such,  let  me  observe,  and  not 
least  in  importance,  is  that  on  which  we  «re  debb- 
eratiag.  The  people  of  these  happy  States  were 
the  first  who  proclaimed,  before  the  Univetae, 
'^Thatallmen  are  created  equal;  that  .they  are 
<  endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  inaiienaUe 
'  rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 
'  pursuit  of  happiness;  that,  to  secure  these  rights^ 
^  governments  are  instituted  among  men,  deriving 
*  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 
^  emed."  I  pray  you.  sir,  go  back  with  metothe  me- 
morable era  of  which  I  am  speaking.  How  stood 
the  affiiirs  of  ottr  ancestors  when  they  adopted  these 
truths  as  the  maxims  of  their  policy?  The -power 
of  one  of  the  mightiest  nations  of  the  earth  wai 
raised  to  crush  them;  that  power  was  directed  bf 
die  vindictive  spirit  of  an  incensed  king,  and  parli- 
ment,  and  prejudiced  people.  A  large  mass  of  the 
people  of  America  adhered  to  the  lAother  country, 
ready  to  become  her  willing  instruments  iii  the 
worse  scenes  of  the  sanguinary  conflict  The 
States  were  without  government,  without  allies, 
without  revenue,  without  arms,  without  military 
oiganiiation.  In  such'  a  state  of  things,  under 
such  circumstances,  they  called  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  world  to  witness  that,  as  to  them,  his 
laws  had  been  violated,  and  it  had  become  their 
dnty  to  resist  oppression,  and  on  the  purity  of  their 
motives  they  invoked  tne  protecting  arm  of  his 
providence,  and  plighted  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  nonor  to  vindicate  the  truth,  tluu 
governments  ought  to  secure  to  all  men  ike  in- 
alienable rights  of  life,'  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  iii 
happiness.  What  a  prodigy!  Truths  that  the 
speculative  philosopher  and  retired  phihuithropist 
had  hardly  venmred  to  indi^dge,  were  now  pto- 
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claimed,  aa  the  bright  gem  wluch  wis  to  be  ob- 
tained cKeaplX)  at  me  cost  of  every  danger  man 
conld  eacounter.    All  that  before  was  wonderful, 
sunk  into  littleness.    The  fainting  hopes  of  hu- 
manity  were  revived;  the  world  was  inadiated  by 
the  blaze  of  Iruth;  it  was  as.  the  voice  of  Justice 
crying  firom  the  wilderness,  whither  the  arm  of 
^rnumy  had  banished  her — Despair  not,  ye  oppress 
xd  nations!    M^  temples  axe  not  every  where 
desolate.    There  is  still  a  people  detenmned  and 
able  to  vindicate  my  empue!    The  pledge  they 
gave  was  redeemfid.   The  aim  of  that  providence, 
besought  with  all  the  fervency  of  the  prayers  of 
sufiering  virtue,  was  extended  to  good  men.  en- 
gaged in' a  jost  cause,  who  had  sworn  to  establish 
the  great  principles  of  social  liberty,  or  fall  will- 
ing victims  to  the  high  attempt.    The  oppressor 
was  humbled  to  acknowledge  our  country  was, 
and  of  right  ou^ht  to  be.  free  and  independent 
Magnanimous  allies  had  oeen  obtained  during  the 
contest,  and  the  reco^ition  of  the  indepen&nce 
(^  our  country  by  Britain,  removed  the  last  caveat 
to  oor  admission  into  the  comm^ity  of  nations. 
History  informs  us,  thou^  independ^iee^  and 
peace  nad  been  achieved,  still  mucn  remained  to 
oe  done,  by  a  wise  policy  and  Just  laws,  to  secure 
the  benefit  of  the  great  princii^es  consecrated  at 
the  birth  of  our  political  community. 

In  1787  aB  occasion  offered  more  felicitous  than 
that  in  whioh  the  faculties  of  soverei^  power  wae 
assumed,  to  apply  the  just,  social  prmciples  unan- 
imously recognised  by  the  great  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  1776.  The  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  by  the  several  States  claiming  it,  in  fldl 
sovereignty  to  the  United  States,  ^ve  to  the  old 
Congress  an  opportunity  of  showing  that  peace 
and  security  had  not  weakened  their  faith  in,  or 
lessened  their  attachment  to,  the  principles  of  the 
^reat  comer  stone  of  all  our  laws  ana  constitu- 
tions— the  Declaration  of  Independence.  That 
instrument  had  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  all  the  States ;  there  were  no  geoffraphica) 
distinctions  then;  slaveholding  and  non^avehold- 
ing  States  were  not  thought  of*  By  one  simulta* 
neons  act  the  Congress  declared,  and^the  States 
ratified  the  declaration,  that  governments  were 
established  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  individual 
rights,  deriving'  their  just  autnority  from  the  con- 
sent of  the  governed. 

At  that  time,  let  it  be  remembered,  all  the  States 
contained  slaves,  and  all  the  States  dedared^  be- 
fore the  Supreoae  Judge  of  the  world,  that  slavery 
was  a  violation  of  His  truth,  and  admitted  the 
binding  obligation  to  remedy  the  wrong,  when 
posaiUe.  Now^  let  us  recur  to  the  ordinance  of 
^87,  and  the  articles  of  compact  it  contains.  I  can 
do  it  justice  in  no  other  language  than  that  de- 
claring its  purpose  as  laid  down  by  the  wise  and 
fi;ood  men  who  conceived  and  gave  it  effect.  Thus 
It  reads :  ^  And  for  extending  the  fundamental 
'  principles^  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 

<  form  the  basis  whereon  these  republics,  their 

<  laws,  and  constitutions  are  erected ;  to  fix  and 

<  establish  those  principles  as  the  bases  of  all  laws, 
'  constitutions,    and  governments,   which  f&rwer 

<  henafUr  Bhall  be  form^  in  said  territory ;  Jio  fro- 


<  vide  also  lor  the  establishment  of  States  and 
^  permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their 
'  admission  to  a  sbare  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an 
'  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as  early 
'  periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  me  general 
'  interest."  Lfook  at  the  scope  and  character  of 
this  declaration.  Here,  indedl,  the  great  sdf-evi» 
dent  truths  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  were 
applied,  in  full  e&ct,  to  a  virgin  territory,  unstain«- 
ea  by  tne  vices,  untainted  by  the  errors,  and  im^ 
embarrassed  by  the  mistaken  notions  of  interest 
incident  to  human  society.  They  vrere  theJLaws 
of  God,  applied  to  a  country  before  it  had  been 
peopled,  by  a  wise  foresight,  which  has  been  often 
displayed,  unijer  the  guidance  of  a  kind  Provir 
dence,  by  the  councils  of  our  country.  At  the  era 
of  Independence  the  wholesome  ma  Tims  of  onr 
p<^ey  recognised  could  not  have  their  full  effect, 
because  in  the  infancy  of  our  settlemmts  the  curse 
of  slavery  had  been  entailed  on  us  by  a  blinded 
and  ludcind  mother  country.  All  that  virtue  could 
rec]|uire  was,  that  so  inveterate  a  disease  should  be 
relieved,  by  applying  diligently  discreet  conectirea, 
and,  above  au,  guarding  agauist  the  extension  m 
the  evil.  Thus  do  we  find,  four  years  after  peace 
had  been  settled,  on  cool  deliberation,  the  federnl 
council  seized  ^e  first  opportunity  of  planting  the 
fundamental  principles  oi  civil  and  reugious  fiber- 
ty,  like  seed  sown  m  a  soil  received,  as  it  weic^ 
from  the  hand  of  the  Crelitor.  where  they  design* 
ed  them  to  flourish  in  eternal  vigor,  and  sproud 
their  firagiant  branches  through  the  world.  This 
mighty  stroke  of  a  wise  polioy  was  had  under  the 
tttaiost  freedom  from  all  tuas  of  selfishness;  and  of 
constraint. 

'  The  great  men  who  executed  this  trust  looked 
not  at  &  bearings  of  interest  or  to  the  gratification 
of  an  unworthy  ambition.  The  ordinance  declares 
a  second  time  that  slavery  was  viewed  as  a  great 
evil,  and  one  for  the  existence  of  which  the  people 
of  mat  day  were  not  accountable.  That  States 
which  found  themselves  under  the  sad  neeesrity  of 
permittittff  its  continuance,  might,  at  the  same 
time,  wimout  inconsistency,  declare  a^n  and 
agaiuy  all  men  are  created  equal.  This  immcwtal 
ordinance,  which  with  its  elder  sister  the  Declara- 
tion of  Indqiendenee,  will  shed  eternal  and  uaez- 
tinguishable  lustre  over  the  annals  of  our  country, 
was  also  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote.  It  was 
aye,  aye,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia.  Here 
agam  there  was  no  geographical  distinction.  In 
this  act  of  impCEishablfe  virtue  Virginia  had  the 
largest  share.  She  ceded  the  most  extensive  and 
bestfounded  right  tothe  territory.  She  left  Con- 
gress free  to  impress  on  it  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  She  ^ve  her 
ready  voice  for  the  ordinance,  and  it  is  believed 
her  representatives  were  among  the  most  ardent 
advocates  for  the  measure.  I  cannot  look  into  the 
provisions  of  the  articles  of  cornpact  without  burn- 
m^  with  admiration  of  their  principles,  and  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  by  which  they  nave  been  con- 
secrated. There  are  no  mar^pnal  notes,  or  I  wvmld 
briefly  recount  them.  The  n^hts  of  the  untutored 
Indian  were  guarantied,  and,  in  the  goodness  and 
wisdom  of  the  legislator,  it  was  lef^  open  to  ^'' 
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hopes  that  his  posterity  might  one  day  e&joT  the 
blessings  of  the  rights  they  secured.  These  oless- 
ings,  Mr.  President,  have  been  already  consecrated 
to  three  stars  of  your  constellation  that  will  soon 
take  rank  as  of  the  first  magnitude.  Ohio  will  prob- 
ably appear  in  that  character  at  the  next  census. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  as  apply- 
ing to  a  territory.  But  of  what  mighty  magmtude 
is  It !  It  is  fitted  to  contain  a  mightier  population 
than  the  mightiest  of  the  old  continents.  If  its 
history  was  not  insulated  by  more  comprehensive 
events,  it  mi^ht  now  stand  as  the  world's  best 
hope.  In  this  instrument  it  was  not  necessary  to 
repeat  that  aU  men  are  created  equal ;  that  was 
already  inscribed  on  the  comer  stone  of  all  your 
laws  and  polity.  It  was  here  enough  to  say,  no 
man  should  be  a  slave,  and  that  every  man  should 
have  an  equal  share  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
by  the  decree  of  unchangeable  justice.  So  far  we 
discover  no  holding  back:  all  is  one  consistent,  just, 
enlightened,  and  unvarying  iK)licy.  Every  thing 
seems  to  have  been  done  in  tne  divine  spirit, 
breathed  bv  the  repsesentatives  of  an  oppressed 
people,  in  tne  Declaration  of  Independence. 

About  this  period  it  became  necessary  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  and  the  Constitution,  framed 
by  an  assembly  in  which  Washinoton  presided, 
seemed  to  have  put  the  last  hand  to  the  work  which 
ph&oed  on  an  inunovable foundation  the  fundamen- 
tal princaples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  whereon 
our  republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are 
erected.  That  instrument,  framed  with  almost 
superhuman  intelligence,  clothed  the  Congrps 
with  all  legislative  power  granted  in  it,  and  with 
power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  belonging  to  tiie  United 
States ;  and  all  engagements  were  declared  to  be 
as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  under  the  Confederation.  Amonj^  the 
first  acts  of  the  new  Coneress,  is  one  providing 
that  the  ordinance  of  '87  should  continue  to  have 
full  effect.  At  the  formation  of  the  Constitutidn 
this  ordinance  must  have  been  well  understood. 
It  was  enacted  a  little  time  anterior  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Convention,  and  was  the  harbinger  of 
the  great  compact  of  Union.  The  councils  from 
which  they  emanated  were  clothed  with  the  power, 
and  represented  the  majesty  of  the  people,  and  it 
was  impossible  that  the  compromise  resorted  to  by 
the  Convention,  in  settling  tne  rule  of  representa- 
tion and  taxation,  should  not  have  been  considered 
as  applicable  only  to  the  States  then  existing,  and 
to  those  which  mieht  be  admitted  out  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  good  old  thirteen.  The  same  oblif^a- 
tioQ  of  duty,  consistency  and  regatd  to  right,  which 
induced  the  old  Congress  tp  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  comd  not  have  been  in- 
<^rative  in  the  Convention,  as  many  States  had 
long  before  abcdbhed  slavery ;  and  nobody  seems 
then  to  have  thought  it  admissible,  only  under 
hard  necessity.  I  think  it  will  scarcely  oe  con- 
tended, that,  in  '87,  any  of  our  councils  could  have 
contemplated  the  purchase  of  the  territory  which 

S resents  the  great  question  on  which  we  are  now 
eliberating,  or  that  such  a  question  could  have 
grown  out  of  such  an  event 


The  necessity  for  the  free  navi^tion  of  the 
Mississippi  compdled  us  to  acquirejurisdiction  at 
least  over  it  and  the  island  of  Orleans ;  they,  how- 
ever^ were  not  to  be  had  only  as  connected  with 
the  immense  region  of  Louisiana^  the  limits  of 
which  ^e  yet  hardly  know.  Who  a>uld  have  im- 
agined, at  the  time  it  was  ceded,  it  would  at  this 
time  be  contended  in  the  Congress,  that  it  should  be 
overspread  with  a  slave  population,  and  thus  unset- 
tle the  compromise,  had  in  the  Constitution,  in  the 
delicate  feature  of  representation.  Ori^nally,  the 
compact  was  liberal  towards  the  slaveholding  States 
In  our  progress,  they  have  been  almost  exempted 
from  yielding  the  equivalent  stipulated,  in  direct 
taxation.  The  burdens  of  the  impost  revenue  aire  by 
no  means  equal,  as  a  free  population  must  consume 
more  than  one  formed  nearly  one  half  of  slaves. 
But,  as  Qod  is  my  judge,  I  am  entirely  indisposed 
to  touch  or  complain  of  the  fair  operation  of  the 
compact.  I  hope,  devoutly,  we  may  long  continue 
exempt  from  direct  taxes.  The  non-slaveholding 
States  will  continue  to  do,  as  they  have  done 
cheerfully^  all  that  good  faith  and  an  attachment 
to  the  Union  enjoins  on  them.  Though  on  them 
the  bargain  works  hardly,  they  will,  when  it  shall  be 
requisite,  add  their  blood  and  treasure  pledged  to 
protect  their  co-States  from  domestic  violence. 
But  here  they  ought  to  stop :  and  further,  it  is 
hoped,  there  will  be  no  disposition  to  drive  them. 
For  myself,  I  never  can  consent  my  representa- 
tives should  vote  with  those  representing  property 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  old  United  States  further 
than  we  have  already  gone. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  if 
it  be  unmodified,  presents  this  question :  Shall  a 
territory,  foreign  to  that  which  composed  the  pai^ 
ties  to  the  Constitution,  be  admitted  as  a  member 
into  the  Union,  on  terms  disparaging  to  our  insti- 
tutions, and  for  which  there  is  not  even  a  prece- 
dent ?  No  State  has  yet  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  who  has  not  been  required  to  recognise  in 
her  constitution  at  least  the  principles  of  relif  ious 
liberty;  and  four  have  been  admitted  who  have 
been  required,  by  irrevocable  compact,  to  establish 
civil  as  well  as  religious  liberty.  But  now,  for  the 
first  time,  the  pretence  of  exemption  from  these 
wholesome  and  salutary  recognitions  is  set  upu  I 
wish  it  to  be  understooa,  I  am  willing  and  anxious 
to  see  Missouri  a  State ;  all  I  wish  is,  that  she  may 
be  admitted  in  conformity  with  the  principles  on 
which  all  the  States  in  the  Union  rest,  and  accoid- 
ing  to  those  principles  on  which  the  Grovernment 
has  acted  from  the  first.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee proposes  her  admission  on  grounds  denjring 
the  best  principles  of  free  government,  and  in  dis- 
regard or  every  usage  of  our  own.  The  amend- 
ment will  correct,  in  a  small  degree,  the  mischiefs 
that  must  result  otherwise.  It  inhibits  the  further 
migration  of  slaves  to  the  new  State.  The  prop- 
osition is  narrow,  if  admitted;  but  its  rejection 
would  be  to  set  at  naught  the  inherent  rights  of 
man  in  this  widely  spread  region.  The  covenant 
of  our  fathers,  made  in  the  dark  days  of  peril 
and'  calamity,  which  the  Supreme  Judge  oi^the 
world  was  invoked  to  witness,  will  be  obliteratedy 
and  the  compromise  of  the  Constitution,  in  its 
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most  delicate  feature,  will  be  giyen  to  the  winds. 
It  is  contended  that  new  States  are  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union   on  the  footing  of  original 
States.    These  words  are  not  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution.   It  may  be  well  to  inquire  how  these 
words  hare  gotten  into  the  acts  of  Congress  ad- 
mitting States.    We  do  not  find  them  in  those 
admittmg  Kentucky  and  Vermont.     The  phrase- 
ology used  in  these  cases  is,  ''entire  new  members." 
In  1787,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United 
States  the  territory  which  is  now  called  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  In  the  cession  she  stipulates,  among 
other  thin^,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory 
should  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  ordinance,  save 
only  that  the  Congress  should  pass  no  law  tending 
to  emancipate  slaves.    In  this,  I  apprehend,  it  wiU, 
hardly  be  contended  she  was  binding  them  by  re- 
strictions, but  that  it  will  be  aHowed  she  intended 
to  secure  to  them  all  the  liberty  their  condition 
would  permit.    This  recognition  and  ratification 
of  the  ordinance  is  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which 
its  principles  were  held ;  and  Tennessee  has  been 
admitted  under  its  enfranchising,  or,  as  voii  will 
call  them,  restricting  provisions,  and  has  lonff  ap- 
peared amon^  us  as  an  ornament  to  this  body. 
On  her  admission  are  the  words,  ''on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  first  used.    She 
being  the  first  State  admitted  under  the  articles  of 
compact  in  the  ordinance  of  'S?,  the  words  were 
from   thence  transplanted,  and,  like  texts  from 
another  book,  not  standing  in  their  original  rela- 
tion to  other  words,  their  meaning  has  been  mis- 
understood.    Turn  to  the  ordinance  and  they  are 
made  plain.    It  there  reads,  the  "  new  State  shaU 
'  be  admitted  when  it  shall  have  sixty  thousajid 
*■  free  inhabitants  therein,  by  its  delegates  in  the 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States,  6n  an  equal  foot- 
'  ing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  what- 
'  ever,  and  shall  he  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 
'  constitution  and  State  government ;  provided  the 
'  constitution  and  State  government  so  to  be  formed 
*■  shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the 
'  principles  contained  in  these  articles."  These  are 
conditions  under  which  seven  new  States  have 
been  admitted  into  this  Union,  save  only  the  arti- 
cle respecting  slavery  has  been  silent  in  the  admis- 
sion ot  Tennessee,  Mtssbsippi,  and  Alabama,  and, 
by  especial  reservation,  it  has  not  been  required  of 
Louisiana- to  forbid  slaverv. 

Oan  it  it  be  possible,  alter  this  long-settled  con- 
struction, it  shall  be  seriously  cbntended  that  the 
Congress,  in  the  admission  of  Missouri,  can  pro- 
pose no  check  on  the  evil  of  slavery,  and,  by  parity 
of  reasoning,  none  on  anv  portion  of  the  country 
a^equired  under  the  title  or  Louisiana  ?  We  have 
seen  Mississippi  and  Alabama  brought  into  the 
OoxtTederation,  under  compact  to  nermit  slavery. 
L^ooisiana  has  been  so  admitted  in  the  discretion  of 
Oon^ress.  On  what  grounds  I  know  not,  but  I 
am  bound  to  believe  from  what  was  understood  to 
ba.^e  been  uncontrollable  necessity.  If  so,  it  can 
1.V3.I1  Missouri  nothing,  as  no  such  necessity  exists 
io  til  is  case.  The  amendment  has,  I  have  to  r&- 
rret,  but  a  limited  operation  on  slavery.  It  is  not 
Proposed  to  free  the  slaves  in  Missouri,  but  to  pre- 
their  increase  by  emigration.    This  principle 


does  not  touch  at  all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
The  country  is  to  be  eventually  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  it  is  admitted.  We  are  all  anxious  the 
portion  in  question  should.  The  dispute  is,  shall 
she  be  admitted  without  securing  to  her  the  fran- 
chises of  civil  and  relimous  lib^ty,  as  far  as  her 
condition  admits  of  its  being  done.  Congress  have 
power  to  prevent  the  migration  of  slaves,  and 
though  lexicographers  may  not  be  uniform  in  thdr 
interpretation  of  the  word  in  general  acceptation, 
it  means  change  of  place ;  so  it  has  been  construed 
by  the  Congress.  An  act  now  exists  prohibiting 
the  migration  of  slaves  to  Louisiana,  in  any  man- 
ner, but  as  bona  JSde  the  property  of  persons  actu- 
ally going  to  settle  within  it.  I  know  it  will  be 
alleg^  that  it  is  repealed.  But  I  have  searched 
the  statute  book,  and  looked  into  the  constitution 
of  Louisiana,  and  can  find  no  repeal  of  it.  •  The 
section  I  allude  to  is  as  fallows: 

**  It  shall  not  be  Itwfal  for  uiy  person  or  penons  to 
import,  or  bring  into  the  stid  Territory,  Irom  any  port 
or  place  without  the  limits  of  the  United  dtatea,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  so  imported,  or  brought,  or 
knowingly  to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing  pr  bringing 
any  slave  or  slaTei ;  and  every  person  so  ofl^nding, 
and  being  thereof  oonWcted  before  any  court  within 
said  Territory,  having  competent  jurisdiction,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  ana  every  slave  so  imported, 
the  snm  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  one  moiety  for  the 
nse  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the 
use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  sball  sue  for  the 
same,  and  every  slave  so  brought  shall  thereupon  be- 
come entitled  to,  and  receive  bis  or  her  freedom.  It 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  import 
or  bring  into  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  to  cause  or 
to  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or  knowingly 
to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing  or  bringing  any  slave 
or  slaves  which  shall  have  been  imported  since  Ae  first 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  so  imported 
from  any  port  or  place  from  without  the  United  States; 
and  every  per^n  so  oflending,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  any  court  within  ,«aid  Territory,  having 
competent  jurisdiction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each 
and  every  slave  bo  imported,  or  brought,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars;  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same.  And 
no  slave  or  slaves  shall  be  introduced  into  said  Terri- 
tory, directly  or  indirectly,  except  by  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  removing  into  said  Territory  for  actual 
settlement,  and  being  at  the  time  of  such  removal 
bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or  slaves ;  and  every 
slave  brought  into  the  said  Territory,  contraiy  to  the 
provisions  of  this  set,  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to, 
and  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

If  this  be  the  law,  where  is  your  wonder-working 
writ  of  habeas  ccrpu^  7  Are  vour  Judiciary  asleep, 
and  your  law  a  dead  letter?  If  I  be  mistaken,  I 
hope  to  be  corrected ;  but  it  is  enoagh  for  my  pur- 
pose to  show  such  a  law  has  existed,  and  that  the 
power  of.  Congress  to  regulate  the  migration  of 
slaves  is  not  a  new  doctrine,  nor  now  first  proposed 
to  be  exercised.  It  proves  iucootestably  the  motion 
I  have  now  offered  has  not  hitherto  been  deemed 
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as  eonfliotii^  with  tli^  provudont  oC  the  treaty  of 
oeasion.  I  am  wiliing  to  consider  Missouri  as  an 
injchoate  State  \  no  one  wiU  more  gladly  see  her 
admitted  into  the  Union  ^  hut  I  wuh  to  see  the 
page  of  her  constitution  irradiated  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — 
to  see  her  become  a  party  to  that  covenant  round 
which  the  patriots  oi  76  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  noaor.  The  committee 
have  attached  the  admission  of  Missouri  to  the  bill 
for  admitting  Main^  under  the  pretext  of  conge- 
niality. How  iflsumcient  the  pretence  1  What 
ludicrous  incongruity  do  the  two  propositions  pre- 
sent !  You  are  not  acting  on  a  section  of  two  or 
three  Unes ;  as  to  Maine,  it  is  her  constitution  you 
ai«  ratifying.  What  do  you  find  on  the  firont  of 
it?  '^Artick  1,  section  1 :  All  men  are  bom  free 
and  equal  and  are  free  to  worship  Grod  in  their  own 
way."  Here  is  a  substantial  pledge  to  the  good 
old  faith.  To  her  we  may  say,  Come,  sister,  take 
your  place  in  our  constellation :  the  lustre  of  your 
countenance  will  brighten  the  American  galaxy. 
But  do  not  urge  us  to  admit  Missouri,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  congeniality — ^with  the  visage  of  a  savage, 
deformed  with  the  hideous  cicatrices  of  barbaric 

C'ide — ^with  her  features  marred  as  if  the  fing^  of 
ucifer  had  been  drawn  across  them. 
In  all^  former  cases  of  admission,  Congress  had 
given  a  fjrevious  pled^  as  to  terms ;  but  here,'  the 
question  is  without  this  influence.  No  pledge  has 
been  given.  The  act  of  1812,  the  latest  passed 
respecting  the  government  of  this  TerritDry---by 
the  way  a  very  liberal  one  for  a  colony — ^provides 
a  hill  ot  rights.    I  will  recur  to  it :    . 

'<  The  people  of  the  Territory  shall  always  be  enti- 
tled to  a  proportionate  representation  in  the  General 
Assembly ;  to  Judicial  proceedings  according  to  the 
coarse  of  the  common  law  and  the  laws  and  usages 
in  force  in  ssid  Territory ;  to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of 
hahttu  corpus*  In  all  criminal  cases,  the  trial  shall 
be  by  jury,  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage. 
All  persons  shall  be  bailable,  unless  for  capital  offences, 
where  the  proof  shall  be  evident,  or  the  presumption 
great.  AH  fines  shall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or 
unusual  punishment  shall  be  inflicted.  No  man  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the 
judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land.  If  the 
public  exigencies  require,  for  the  common  preserva- 
tion, to  take  the  property  of  any  person,  or  to  demand 
his  particular  services,  full  compensation  shall  be  made 
for  the  same.  No  ex poat  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  shall  be  made.  No  law  shall 
be  made  which  shall  lay  any  person  under  burden  or 
disability  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions,  profes- 
sion, or  mode  of  worship ;  in  all  which  ne  shall  be  firee 
to  maintain  his  own,  and  not  burdened  for  those  of 
another.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being 
necessary  to  good  government,  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  be 
encouraged  and  provided  lor  from  the  poblic  lands  of 
the  United  States,  in  said  Territory,  in  such  manner 
as  Congress  may  deem  expedient." 

Here  are  some  of  the  essential  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  secured  to  the  Tenitory  by 
statute.  They;  are,  as  far  as  they  go,  fiie  prmci- 
ples  of  the  ordinance  of  '87  \  but  they  are  merdy 
statutory,  and  not  compact;  and  if  they  be  omit- 


ted in  the  constitution  of  the  new  State,  they  cease 
to  have  effect.  It  has  hitherto  been  the  unvarying 
policy,  in  admitting  new  States,  to  make  the  great 
franchises  matter  of  unchangeaole  compact. 

The  idea  is  somehow  entertained,  that  a  State, 
once  establishing  the  inst  principles  of  civil  liber- 
ty, may  at  pleasure  witndraw  the  security  on  which 
sue  has  placed  them;  and,  pf  course,  religious  lib- 
erty also.  If  this  be  the  fact,  we  are  not  so  far  re- 
moved from  tyranny  and  oppression  as  I  had  hoped 
and  bcdieved  us  to  be.  Can  Vermon^  New  Hamp- 
shire. Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio,  authorize  and  estab- 
lish slavery  ?  I  hold  the  idea  is  without  foundation. 
Such  a  power  in  the  constitutions  of  all  these 
States  is  nfld  to  be  incompatible  with  the  nature 
of  legi^tive  trust,  and  is  excepted  out  of  the  pow- 
ers  of  government.  I  would  gladly  give  Missouri 
the  same  franchises  Pennsylvania  enjoys,  whose 
humble  representative  I  stand  here,  and  whose 
rights,  as  a  member,  of  the  JEi'ederal  Union,  I  can- 
not abandon,,  on  any  plea  of  convenience  to  Mis- 
sourL  I  do  not  deny  rennsylvania  has  her  slaves, 
but  her  laws  have  allowea  no  child  born  since 
1780  to  be  held  a«  a  slave.  In  pursuance  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  she  nas  acted  on  the 
principle  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  she  has 
broken  the  rod  of  oppression  on  the  altar  of  jus- 
tice^ and  the  oppressor  has  disappeared  before  her 
uncreating  word. 

Mr.  President,  if  this  amendment  is  to  be  reject- 
ed, it  must  be  either  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of 
power  to  arrest  the  evil  of  slavery,  through  the  op- 
emtion  of  the  Constitution  or  the  treaty,  or  from 
uncontrollable  necessity.  I  trust  it  will  be  found 
the  Constitution  imposes  its  adoption ;  the  treaty 
does  not  touch  the  case,  and  that  there  exists  no 
necessity  to  extend  ^very  in  any  future  admission 
of  States.  There  is  no  ground  on  which  davcry 
can  be  extended  in  Missouri,  that  will  not  appJv 
to  the  whole  region  .west  of  the  Mississii^i.  And. 
here,  what  an  abyss  for  reflection  opens !  Shall 
we  depart  from  those  truths  that  lighted  our  fath- 
ers to  mdependence  and  liberty — and  to  what  end  t 
Surely  not  for  any  other  but  unavoidable  neces- 
sity. That  necessity,  I  am  confident,  will  not  be 
found  to  exist ;  and  I  therefore  hope  this  fear^ 
policy  will  not  be  |>ursued.  of  extending  to  endless 
generations  the  evils  of  slaverv  over  the  widely- 
spreading  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.  I  pro- 
mised you.  sir,  in  the  outset,  to  avoid,  if  possible, 
a  course  ot  observations  that  mi^ht  awaken  feel- 
ings of  heat,  impatience,  and  imkindness,  without 
necessity.  The  proposition  I  advocate  is  founded 
too  much  in  truui  and  reason,  to  admit  the  Ian- 
gruage  of  crimination  and  reproach  in  the  diaca»- 
sion  of  it.  As  far  as  human  frailty  would  aUoir 
me,  I  ho|>e  I  have  kept  my  faith.  On  a  former 
day,  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour) 
seemed  to  incline  to  the  opinion  that  men  had  de- 
generated since  the  formation  of  our  Constitution. 
Prosperity  is  a  trying  season  to  virtue,  but  still  I 
hope  the  vifor  oi  our  principles  will  be  found  un- 
impaired. In  this,  as  in  another  jurisdiction,  it 
may  be  wise  to  commence  the  contest  with  mis- 
siles. For  the  present,  I  am  disposed  here  to  rest 
the  subject. 


S    129 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRBSSi 


130 


January,  1830. 


JdmiiHon  of  Maine  and  Mi$90uri, 


Sknate. 


"         Mr.  Elliot,  of  Georgia,*  said,  with  a  kikow-| 

^      ledge  of  the  talents  which  would  be  called  forth  oa 

i      this  occasion,  ia  behalf  of  the  rights  of  Missouri,  it 

mieht  seem  unnecessary  for  one  so  unskilled  in 

^      pariianientary  debate,  to  obtrude  his  humble  ef- 

^      torts  on  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  ,  But^  said  he, 

u      the  magnitude  of  the  consequences  which  may 

>'      grow  out-of  the  decision  a^KHit  to  be  made,  and  the 

weight  of  responsibility'  resting  upon  every  member 

-      cha^^  with  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  urse 

»      me  to  rise^  as  I  honestly  conceive,  in  su^^rt  of  the 

^      Constitution  of  my  country,  the  fiuth  oif  its  Qot- 

emment,  and  the  tuture  peace  and  harmony  of  the 

i      Union. 

As  it  is  essential  to  a  correct  and  liberal  discus* 
sion,  that  the  point  at  issue  be  dearly  understood 
»  and  dispassionately  exunined,  all  irrelevant  mat- 
ter should  be  cautiously  rejected,  pnd  the  mind 
'  brought  to  the  investieation  with  its  powers  uniem- 
barn^aed.  How  much  to  be  regretted,  then^  is  the 
I  public  excitement  which  has  heea  produced  in  an- 
ticipation- of  this  debate!  It  is,  1  fear,  not  well 
calculated  to  insure  a  decision  of  this  question 
upon  its  merits.  The  voice  oi  the  people  shoold 
be  heard,  and  always  heard  with  deep  attention 
and  due  respect  ]»it,  when  feeUngs  are  thereby 
excited  which  do  not  belong  to  the  subject  under 
constderation,  you  are  bound,  by  the  stcongest  ob- 
IJ^ations  of  duty,  to  exclude  them  from  these  watts. 
^fere  the  [Missions  should  be  suffered  to  sleep,  while 
to  the  unbiased  judgment  and  the  enlightened  con* 
science  are  committed  the  decisions  which  may  be 
recorded  in  your  journals. 

VFhat,  then,  sir,  is  the  question  we  are  ciilled 
apon  ID  decide?    Does  it  involve  the  liberty  or 
slavery  of  the  black  population  of  the  United 
States'?    On  this  subject  the  Constitution  has 
Tvisely  interdicted  the  mterference  of  the  General 
Gro  vemment.    Does  it  seek  a  susnension  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  unhallowed  trade  to  Africa,  until 
c&e  people  of  Missouri  shall  have  accommodated 
tbetDseiVes  with  slaves  from  that  unfortunate  coun- 
try ?    No  such  sacrifice  of  feeling  or  policy  is  asked 
at  your  hands ;  on  the  contrary,  the  prayer  of  the 
people  ef  Missouri,  if  granted,  would  not  affiact  the 
iihdrty  of  a  suable  freeman.    Neither  of  these  sub- 
jects beinc  before  the  Senate,  the  arguments  and 
reelings  which  grow  out  of  them  are  aluce  foreign  to 
tike  present  discussion.    But  the  people  of  Miuonri 
«lo    ask  of  you  to  fulfil  your  solemn  engagements 
in  their  behalf,  and  to  admit  them  into  me  Union, 
*'  recording  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
^  stitiition,  to  the  eojoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 
*  v^antages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States."    The  question  dien  is,  will  you  thus 
admit  thetn? 

Indulge  me.  sir,  with  your  attention  for  a  fbw 

moments,  while  I  briefly  consider  their  claims  to 

9ue3x  admission :  1st,  under  the  Constitution:  2dly, 

fx-oiza  the  obligations  voluntarily  assumed  tiy  the 

Ijrnited  States,  in  the  treaty  of  cessicm,  of  the  30th 

y^ipriL  1803 ;  and,  lastly,  trom  the  suggestions  of 

sotix^d  policy.    In  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article 

^f-   tlae  Constitution,  it  is  declared-^"  New  States 

foa.y  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union  f 

3Xft4l  ^^  ^^  subsequent  section  of  the  same  artielle, 

X6th  Con.  Ist  Sfisa.— 5 


'^  The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  ^vernment." 
By  the  first  section  Congress  is  obvioudy  clothed 
with  discretionary  power  to  admit,  or  not  to  admit, 
new  States  into  this  Union.  But,  whenever  thm 
power  is  exercised  in  the  admission  of  a  new  State 
mto  this  Union,  the  United  States  become  bound, 
by  the  §econd  section,  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a  re- 
publican form  of  government  within  her  limits. 
Henoe,  the  power  claimed  by  Congress  to  exact  a 
constitution  on  republican  principles,  as  a  condition 
to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  this  Union. 
The  conditioais  the  necessary  result  of  the  obliga- 
tiim  previously  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government  to  each 
State ;  and  it  is  to  be  consider^  as  an  evidence  of 
the  patronage  of  the  Constitution,  rather  than  as 
«ay  authority  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  States. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  declares — 
^*  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citkens  in  the  several 
States.^'  A  new  State,  then,  when  cmce  admitted 
into  this  Union,  becomes  possessed,  by  the  very  act 
of  admission,  of  aU  jHivileses  and  immdnities  of 
the  old  States.  But  the  old  States  claim  and  ex- 
ercise the  privilege  to  alter  and  amend  their  oon- 
stitutions  at  pleasure.  This  is  accorded  to  theofi 
as  an  inalienatib,  indefeasible  right,  essential  to 
sdf-govemment — and  in  the  use  of  tnis  ris^ht  they 
are  unrestrained,  provided  they  preserve  the  form 
of  the  Government,  apd  do  not  violate  the  Federal 
Constitution.  But,  the  admission  of  involuntary 
servitude  into  a  State  does  not  afiect  the  form  of 
the  Government,  nor  violate  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  for  one-half  of  the  States  in  the  Union  al- 
low of  it,  and. the  Federal  Constitution  expressly 
recognises  and  sanctions  it.  Under  the  Constitu- 
tion, then,  any  State  in  this  Uiiion  ipay  ieuhnit  in- 
voluntary servitude  withia  its  limits,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  unquestionable  right  of  self-government ; 
and  Congress  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  power  to 
impose  a  restriction,  which  the  State  has  authority 
to  abro^te  at  pleasure. 

But  It  is  contended  by  the.honoraUe  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mn  Robertb,)  Siat.  since 
the  year  1808,  Conf^iess  has  acquired  autnoiity, 
under  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  to  im*- 
pose  the  contemplated  restriction.  This  section 
reads :  *'The  mimtion  or  importation  of  such 
^  persons  as  any  m  the  States  now  existing  shall 
'  think  proper  to  admit,*  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
<  the  Congress  ]»ior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or 
'  .duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  ex- 
'  ceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person."  The  terms 
migration  and  importation  are  not  synonymous. 
Migration  implies  volition,  choice,  self-direction — 
but  these  belong  not  to  a  slave.'  He  may  be  car- 
ried or  imported',  or  he  may  abscond,  but  he  can 
never  migrate.  The  Irish,  the  Scotch,  and  the 
Dutch,  migrate  to  this  countrv,  and  it  was  probar 
bly  to  prevent  Congress,  until  after  the  year  1808, 
from  interdicting  this  practice,  under  the  authority 
given  to  thit  body  ^^  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,"  that  the  word  migration  was  in- 
troduced in  this  section.  But  inmoiiaHon  applies 
to  slaves. '   They  were  imported ;  and  the  last 
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clause  of  this  section  is  conclusire  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  exposition-^^^  but  a  tax  or  duty  may 
be  imposed  on  such  iTnportaiiar^  not  exceedinjs^  ten 
dollmis  for  each  person."  The  subjects  of  this  tax 
OET  duty  were  persons  import,  while  those  who  mi- 
grated  were  simo'ed  to  enter  our  ports  without  the 
imposition  of  any  duty.  This  section  is  restrict* 
irey  and  restrains  the  power  of  ConijTess  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  or  the  migration  of  for* 
eigners  pricN*  to  the  year  1808.  Since  that  period, 
Congress  has  rery  wisely  acted  upon  the  subjeet 
of  the  siare  trade,  and,  under  the  authority  im- 
fMurted  by  the  Constitution.  ^^Co  resulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  sucn  laws  have  been  passed 
as  promise  at  no  distant  period  its  entire  suppres- 
at<m.  But  Congress  has  nerer  attempted  to  pre- 
vent the  transfer  or  removnl  of  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another  at  the  will  of  their  owners.  The 
section  resttfains  no  such  power,  for  no  such  is  ^iv- 
en  in  the  Constitntion.  The  tmdi  is,  it  is  a  right 
claimed  and  exercised  by  the  States,' and  they  will 
never  surrender  it.  Congress  has  no  authority  for 
claiming  it 

But  me  latter  part  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  it  is  supposed,  fives  to  Congress 
eiMnpetent  aunioritvon  tliis  subjeort.  It  reras — 
^  Tlie  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
^  mkke  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  tespectitig 
*  the  territory  or  other  property  belooffing  to  ^e 
'  United  ^tates."  Under  the  authority  here  given. 
Congress  may  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  lands  of 
tiie  United  States ;  and  when  inhabited,  make  such 
roles  and  regulations  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
civil  government  of  the  territory.  But  the  ques- 
tion Kfore  the  Senate  is  not  what  rules  and  regu- 
lations dongress  may  make  for  the  government 
cf  a  territory.  It  is,  I  conceive,  sir,  entirely  a  dis- 
tinct subject  of  inquiry,  and,  therefore,  cannot  de- 
pead  for  its  decision  upon  any  authority  drawn 
from  this  clause.  Whenever  the  question  respect- 
ing the  powers  of  Coneress  to  impjose  restrictions 
on  the  Territories  shall  come  ap^  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  argue  it ;  at  uresent  it  ought  not  to  be 
pennitted  to  embarrass  uie  point  at  issue  before  the 
Senate.  To  me^  then,  t^  Constitntion  does  not 
seem  to  countenance  the  inhibition  sought  to  be 
imposed  by  the  amendment. 

But,  sir,  the  treaty  of  cession  of  the  30th  of 
A»ril,  1803,  is  still  more  explicit  on  this  subject 
Tne  third  article  provides  that,  ^  the  mhabitants  of 
^  Che  ceded  territcny  shall  be  incorporated  into  the 
^  Union  of  the  United  Stales,  and  admitted  as 
<  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
^  the  Fedieral  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  riffhts,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  eiti- 


li^ion  which  they  profess."  The  only  difficulty 
which  presents  itseli  here  is,  to  adopt  any  train  of 
leasonin^,  by  which  the  right  of  Missouri  to  an 
unconditional  admission  into  the  Union,  can  be 
made  more  obvious  than  it  is  renderAi  by  a  baxe 
recital  of  this  section.  It  seems  to  <ne  not  very 
imlike  an  attempt  to  prove  a  self-evident  proposi- 
tion.   Under  the  Constitution,  it  is  manifest  Con-  I 


gress  may  refuse  admisaon  to  a  new  State.  But 
here  the  General  (Government  stands  pledged  not 
only  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union,  but  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  ppssible ;  that  is,  so  soon  as  slie  shall 
be  in  possession  of  the  legal  requisites ;  and  when 
admitted,  to  receive  her  '*  acconlinff  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,"  fay  which  is  in- 
tended, "  under  a  republican  form  of  Qovemment,'' 
guarantied  to  her  by  the  United  States  in  confor- 
mity witii  the  provisions  of  thefourdi  seotion  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.  And,  sir,  as  it 
regards  the  plenitude  of  the  rights  which  are  to  be 
acquired  by  this  admission,  it  is  declare  to  be  "  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rignts,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  Now, 
all  the  ri§[hts,  advantages,  and  immuiiities.  of  the 
citizens  ot  the  United  States,  is  a  phrase  of  tne  most 
extensive  latitude,  and  must  necessarily  include  the 
momentous  and  inalienable  right  of  sidf-^ovem- 
ment,  which  appertains  to  all  the  States.  Butmany 
of  the  States,  in'  theexercise  of  the  right  of  se)f-«ov- 
emment,  have  established,  and  do  permit,  invcSua- 
tary  servitude  witkin  their  limits.  Missouri,  then, 
when  admitted,  may  so  amend  her  constitution, 
under  the  enjoytnoit  of  the  same  tight,  as  to  ad- 
nlit  slavery  within  her  jurisdiction.  And  yet,  it 
is  contended  that  Congress  can  impose  n  restric- 
tion which  the  State,  at  the  moment  of  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  will  have  a  Tight  to  annul ! 
Again,  in  the  last  clause  of  this  section  it  is  ex- 
pessly  agreed,  that,  "  in-  the  meantime  tliey  shall 


for  the  protection  of  which  the  United  States  stand 
thv»  solemnly  pledged,  was,  unquestionably,  slaves. 
The  Congress,  thus,  not  only  has  no  power  to  impose 
the  contemplated  restriction  on  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, when  admitted  into  the  Union  ;  but  having 
guarantied  ta  the  owners  of  slaves,,  in*  the  ceded 
territory,  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  property,  that 
body  could  -not,  under  any  Territorial  reguution, 
liave  imposed  such  a  restriction.  That  the  Gren* 
eral  Govermnent  thus  understood  the  obligations 
of  the  treaty  may  be  fairly  tnfeired  from  its  prac- 
tioe  under  it  Since  the  acquisition  of  LouinaBa 
from  France,  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  this  subject;  and  the  inhab- 
itants  have  been  left  to  the  uncontrolled  manage- 
ment and  direction  of  this  species  of  property.  In 
the  year  1^13,  when  a  part  of  this  Territory,  under 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  was  admitted  into  the 
Union,  the  adn^ission  was  unconditional  as  to  this 
subject,  and  that  part  of  the  territory  was  received 
on  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

It  is  evident,  then,  before  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress the  General  Gbvemment  never  believed  itsel  f 
possessed  of  any  authority  to  interfere  with  invol- 
untary servitude  within  the  territory  acquired  W 
the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April^  1803.  And  no 
competent  authority,  I  really  believe,  can  be  pro- 
duced for  such  interference  at  this  time.  Sou&ci 
policy,  also,  Mr.  President,  forbids  the  imposition 
of  the  contemplated  restriction.  Slavery  was  axx 
evil  found  in  tnis  country  at  the  formation  of«tli,^ 
present  Cbvemment ;  and  it  waa  tolerated  because 
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t  could  not  be  remedied.  Asd  bow  is  it  ever  to 
)e  remedied  ?  Surely  not  by  circumscribing  tbe 
lave  popfuklion  within  narrow limits^and  thereby 
enderin^  theif  niunbers  equal  or  superior  to  the 
ree  population  of  the  States  to  which  you  would 
sonnne  them.  This  would  be  to  insure  their  per- 
>etual  serritude.  or  ^eir  extirpation  by  the  sword. 
The  color  of  tnis  people  must  for  ever  prevent 
heir  amalgamation  into  the  common  mass  of  the 
wpulation  by  intermarriage,  and  their  numbers, 
B  such  a  state  of  society,  would  threaten  an  iftflu- 
nce  in  a  political  point  of  view,  which  would  al- 
rays  pevent  their  emancipation.  As  to  the  idea 
f  their  being  removed  from  this  country,  and  set- 
ed  as  a  oSony  in  some  other,  I  fear  it  is  too* 
isionary  for  practical  men  to  rely  on.  While  we 
ccord  to  th^  benevolent  society  formed  for  this 
urpose  the  most  pure  and  exalted  motive?,  is  it  at 
U  probable  their  means  will  ever  be  adequate  to 
le  end  they  have  in  view?  But  disperse^  this 
eople,  who  would  be  so  formidable  when  confined 
>  narrow  limits*;  suffer  them  to  spread  over  an 
ctenbive  country,  and  they  would  be  lost  amidst 
le  great  body  of  the  white  ])opulation  which 
rould  surround  them  on  every  side.  In  this  situ- 
tion  they  mi^t  be  gradually  emaneipoted  with; 
lit  endangering  the  safety  of  the  State  govem- 
lents;  and,  when  emancipated,  they  could  be 
ipported  on  hire,  at  voluntary  servitude,  without 
reatly  less^ins  the  productive  labor  of  the  coun- 
y.  But  should  they  never  be'  emancipated,  it  is 
nquestionaUy  the  uuty  of  those  who  hoM  them 
L  bondage,  and  of  the  nation  which  tolerates  the 
ct,  to  unite  in  the  adoption  of  such  meamires  as 
lall  meliorate  their  condition,  and  render  their 
irvitude  not  more  burdens<mie  than  that  of  the 
iboring  class  of  any  other  section  of  the  nation. 
*he  comforts  and  privil^es  of  this  people  beintf 
eneraUy  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  numbers  placed 
1  any  one  plantation^  the  wider  their  dispersion, 
le  greater  will  be  theu"  comforts  and  the  less  bur- 
ensome  their  servitude.  If  the  voice  of  humanity, 
len,  is  to  decide  this  question,  it  will  be  found 
zainst  the  restriction^  as  cutting  off  the  only  hope 
r  eventual  emancipation,  while  it  lessens  the  com- 
»rts  and  increases  the  labors  of  the  servitude 
'kich  it  renders  inevitable. 
But,  sir,  tiiere  is  yet  another  view  in  which  this 
*stTtction  is  condemned  by  the  soundest  ^licy. 
'he  union  'of  these  States  is  the  foundation  of 
tir  individual  happiness  and  national  prosperity. 
Whatever  has  a  tendency,  however  remotdy,  to 
lit  at  haeard  this  inestimable  blessing,  shoula  ex- 
,te  our  warmest  opposition.  But  the  strength  of 
lis  Union  must  depend  upon  the  sameness  of  the 
:^itical  institutions,  and  the  equality  of  the  rights 
'hich  are  secured  to  the  States  that  compose  it. 
[o  confederation  can  Iour  outlive  the  occasion 
rhich  gave  birth  to  it,  uifless  it  is  the  interest  of 
LI  the  parts  to  continue  united.  The  Roman  and 
rrecian  confederacies,  formed  for  external  defence, 
rere  powerful  for  that  purpose  whUe  the  causes 
rhich  produced  them  were  m  operation.  But  no 
K>ner  was  the  outward  pressure  withdrawn,  by 
idcli,  like  a  spdl,  their  component  parts  had  been 
afond  together,  than  the  dis^rdancy  of  the  poLiti- 


0al  naaterials  with  which  they  were  composed  be- 
gp,n  to  appear }  and  they  became  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims of  disunion  and  civil  war! 

The  confederacies  of  Germany,  Holland,  and 
the  Swiss  Cantons,  promised  at  one  time  to  be 
perpetual.  But  that  or  Germany  being  constructed 
of  tree  cities  and  petty  States,  ffovemed  by  differ- 
ent Princes,  could  not  lonff  wiwstand  this  serious 
imperfection  in  its  intemu  organization.  While 
the  States  which  formed  the  others,  estranffed 
from  the  General  Government  by  the  inequanty 
of  the  rifl^tfl  which  they  enjoyed,  became  a  prey 
to  the  pmicy  of  their  ambitious  neidibors.  But 
the  wise  framers  of  our  admirable  Constitution, 
widi  a  forecast  as  to  consequences  which  does  in- 
finite honor  to  them,  have  taken  care  to  insure  to 
all  these  Btates  the  same  form  of  government,  by 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  guaran- 
ty to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form 
of  eovemi^ent.  This  great  {»x>vision,  so  essential 
to  me  sountbiess  and  duration  of  a  confederacy,  is 
thus  secured  to  us.  And  I  have  no  doubt  it  was 
bdieved  the  other  great  principle  of  equality  of 
State  riffhta  was  also  settled  by  the  same  instru- 
ment, u  it  then  politic  in  Congress,  by  a  con- 
structive legislation,  io  impoee  restrictions  upon 
the  States  hereafter  to  be  admitted  into  th«  Union ; 
thereby  producing  an  invidious  inequality  in  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  States?  Will  this  not 
be  to  sow  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  distrust  ?  whose 
baneful  fruits,  I  fear,  may  be  disaffection,  opposi- 
tion, and  disunion.  Shall  the  lair  prospects  or  this 
younff  and  rising  nation  be  shrouded  m  darkness, 
that  me  sickly  sugffestibns  of  a  visionary  humanity 
may  be  induWea  ?  Nor,  sir,  let  it  be  imagined 
thai  I  magnify  the  evils  which  may  grow  out  of 
this  amenrnnent. 

Causes,  apparently  inooiisiderabie,  have  often 
produced  consequences  hifj^ly  monfientous.  The 
exactions  of  the  British  Parliament  against  the 
rights  of  the  then  colonies  of  this  western  hemi»< 
j^ere,  trifling  in  degree^  but  important  in  princi- 
ple, awakenM  that  spirit  of  resistance  which  led 
to  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  finally  consum- 
marted  the  indepencfence  of  this  nation!  The 
flentle  stream  which  rises  almost  unperceived  from 
beneath  your  feet,  increased  and  strengthened  in 
its  course,  by  others  equally  contemptilue  in  their 
oriffin,  swells  At  length  into  a  resistless  torrent; 
and  the  kindling^  of  a  spark  often  ends  in  the  con- 
flagration of  a  city. 

Impose  this  restriction^  sir.  and  it  will  lead  to 
others.  Every  intertet  m  tne  nation^  when^  it 
shall  become  strong  enough  to.  pursue  its  favorite 
object,  will  plead  this  to  a  precedent,  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  it  may  have  acquired,  will 
not  hesitate  to  exact  suioh  fmrther  conditions  from 
the  new  States  as  shall  suit  its  purpose— until  the 
States,  hereafter  to  be  admitted,  will  not  be  so 
much  distinguished  by  the  dates  of  their  admis- 
sion, as  the  inequality  of  4he  rights  which  they 
may  be  permitted  to  enjoy  under  the  confedera- 
tion. Under  such  a  course  of  policy,!  do  not  say 
the  Union  must  inevitably  be  dissolved.  But,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  any  Union  which  can: 
subsist  under  sdch  circonatanceB  will  be  sottrcely 
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worth  maintaining.  The  contemplated  restric- 
tion, then,  sif,  is,  in  my  humbte  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, unauthorized  by  the  Constitution ;  is.  in  con- 
travention of  the  provisions  of  a  solemn  treaty; 
and  opposed  by  the  suggestions  of  sound  policy. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  rose  to  address  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  on  this  subject.  I  approach  it, 
said  he^  fully  impressed  with  the  peculiar  sensibil- 
ity which  is  excited  in  this  House  when  it  is  dis- 
cussed. I  am  not  insensible  of  the  force  of  argu- 
ment, the  power  of  eloquence,  and  the  weight  of 
numbers,  those  xbiqsI  encounter  who  take  the  af- 
firmative of  this  question.  But,  sir,  it  is  a  duty 
which  I  cannot  evade  without  doing  violence  to 
my  own  conscience  and  disappointing  the  expec- 
tation of  that  respectable  portion  of  communitv 
whom  I  have  the  nohor.  in  part,  to  represent.  It 
is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself,  mv  constituents,  and  my 
country.  The  decision  of  tnis  question^  sir,  is  not 
to  affect  a  small  section  of  the  country  only,  but  a 
territory  more  extensive  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
United  States  will  have  occasion  to  look  back  upon 
the  measures  of  this  Congress  with  ioy  or  sorrow, 
delight  or  re^et,  perhafis.  to  the  last  period  of 
time.  Yes,  sir,  unborn  millions  will  feel  the  effects 
of  your  laws,  and  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed,  or 
justly  execrate  the  policy  that  permits  one  portion 
of  the  citizens  to  trample  on  the  rightsu>f  the  other, 
and  transform  those  into  despots,  and  these  into 
enemies  of  their  country. 

Mr.  President,  when  I  cast  my  eye  over  this 
widely-extended  empire,  and  jbehold  it  still  extend- 
ing, I  inquire,  with  deep  solicitude  and  inexpressi- 
ble atixiety,  what  will  oe  the  situation  of  my  be- 
loved country  a  century  or  half  a  century  to  come  1 
Will  this  growing  Republic  rise  like  the  cedar  of 
Lebanon,  and  flourish  like  the  palm  tree  ?  Will 
its  extensive  branches  and  fragrant  leaves  cheer 
and  heal  the  innumerable  inhabitants  of  this  im- 
mense domain  ?  Will  its  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties be  preserved  ?  Will  its  intellectual  and  moral 
improvements  progress  and  keep  pace  with  its 
rapid  population  and  increasing  wealth  1  Sir,  his- 
tory furnishes  us  with  no  fact  on  which  we  can 
found  this  hope.  R^ublics  have  risen  and  fallen, 
empires  have  been  shaken,  and  kingdoms  demol- 
ished. But,  sir,  lor  my  country  I  would  ardently 
desire  a  better  fate«  that  shemav  convey  to  posterity 
her  inestimaUe  blessings,  and  thereby  outlive  the 
convulsions  of  nations. 

Mr.  President,  this  may  be  the  case :  but  to  in- 
sure it,  our  Qovemment  must  be  wisely  adminis- 
tered, our  liberties  and  morab  preserved  ftom  con- 
tamination, and  the  principles  of  the  original  com- 
pact— ^^  the  palladium  of  our  rights" — ^kept  sacred 
and  entire.  This  will  cement  the  bonds  of  aflfec- 
tion,  sustain  the  Union,  and  ^ive  that  energy  to 
the  Government  that  the  combined  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  world  will  be  unable  to  impair. 
But,  sir,  violate  these,  «and  this  political  fabric  is 
racked  to  its  centre.  As  an  honorable  gentleman 
intimated,  it  may  occasion  a  tremor  in  the  West, 
agitation  in  the  East,  and  convulsion  in  the  centre, 
and  chaos  through  tne  whole. 

Watch  them  with  caution  and  vigilance,  and 


this  growing  Republic  rises  as  the  cedar  and  soars 
as  the  eagle. 

Sir,  we  are  as  liberal  and  as  accommodating  as 
any  people  on  earth,  and  we  are  as  tenacious  of 
our  rights.  We  know  how  we  obtained  them,  and 
we  know  how  to  preserve  them. 

Mr.  President^  our  forefathers  quit  the  land  of 
their  nativity,  the  air  which  save  them  birth,  the 
associates  oftneir  youth,  that  they  might  enjoy  civil 
and  religious. liberty.  These  were  more  precious 
than  the  possession  of  wealth,  and  the  society  of 
friends  in  a  land  of  intolerance.  They  ploogned 
the  mighty  deep,  they  endured  fatigue  and  danger, 
and  implanted  themselves  on  the  inhospitable 
shores  oi  a  savage  land,  and  there  they  erected  the 
standard  of  lib^ty.  They  were  Rqiublicans  in 
heart,  pious  in  their  profession,  and  virtuous  in 
their  practice.  But  they  were  not  beyond  the  reach 
of  oppression ;  the  strong  arm  of  power  was  ex- 
tended across  the  Atlantic.  They  felt  their  weak- 
,  ness  and  dependence ;  they  saw  the  hand  which 
had  been  extended  for  their  preservation  and  safe- 
ty ;  they  implored  a  divine  benediction.  Sir,  the 
cause  of  this  country  was  the  cause  of  liberty,  of 
truth,  and  of  righteousness.  A  kind  Providence 
interposed,  and  we  were  strangely  rescued  from 
the  iron  grasp  of  an  unrelenting  foe. 

Omnipotent  was  the  power,  and  marvellous  was 
the  deliverance ! 

Mr.  President,  independence  was  the  high  des- 
tiny of  America  \  it  was  the  decree  of  the  Holy 
One ;  its  banner  was  unfurled ;  its  enjoyments  an- 
ticipated ;  liberty  and  equality  had  "  free  course ;" 
and  a  ConstituUon,  the  admiration  of  Uie  world, 
the  dread  of  tyrants  and  the  boast  of  freemen,  grew 
out  of  the  mighty  conflict.    This,  sir,  i%  the  in- 
strument which  I  have  sworn  to  support,  the  polar 
star  to  direct  my  legislative  course.    Let  no  un- 
hallowed touch  profane  the  sacred  ark  of  your  lib- 
erties; preserve  it  inviolate,  and  its  light,  like  the 
fiery  pdlar  of  captive  Israel,  will  conduct  you 
safely  through  all  the  toils  and  -perils  of  your  po- 
litical journey,  cheer  the  desert  of  your  Western 
country,  anci  cause  the  hearts  of  millions  to  re- 
joice.   Sir,  this  is  the  standard  around  which  we 
rally.    Guard  it  with  watchfulness,  and  you  are 
safe ;  violate,  or  pervert  it  and  a  train  of  evils,  too 
dreadful  to  imagine,  will  be  the  probable  result 
Sir,  do  you  demand  proof  of  our  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  our  Constitution  and  country  ?    We 
point  you  to  Bunker  Hill.  Bennington,  Trenton, 
Princeton,  and  Monmoutn.    We  have  met  the 
Power  that  spurned  us,  we  took  our  lives  in  our 
hands,  and  faced  the  foe  that  bid  us  defiance. 
This  was  the  day  that  tried  men's  souls.    We  have 
lavished  our  strength,  our  treasure,  and  our  blood, 
in  the  first  and  second  war,  to  sustain,  triunnphant, 
the  ark  of  American  libco-ty.    In  the  name,  then, 
of  our  Constitution  and  your  plighted  faith,  with 
confidence  bordering  on  certainty,  we  approach  an 
enlightened,  liberals  and  maf^nanimous  Legisla- 
ture, and  only  ask  tne  protection  and  preserTation 
of  our  guarantied  privileges.    We  do  not  mean, 
sir,  in  the  attitude  of  humble  suppliants,  to  im- 
I  plore  a  favor  for  which  we  have  no  just  claim ; 
I  out  to  remind  you  of  your  solemn  compact — oar 
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mutual  a^eement.  Sir,  are  pledges  of  our  sin- 
cerity and  integrity  re(][uired  f  We  present  you 
the  best  securities  of  which  a  Republic  can  boast — 
faith  never  violated,  hearts  never  corrupted,  valor 
never  surpassed,  and  affections  cemented  to  the 
Government  by  ties  of  reciprocal  advantage. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  arrived  at  a  point  which 
I  lament  I  am  compelled  to  disclose.    It  is  my  de- 
liberate opinion,  that  the  uncontrolled  extension  of 
involuntary  servitude  will  tend  to  impair  all  those 
Tirtuous  qualities  that  I  have  named,  which  I  deem 
the  stamina,  nerve,  muscle,  and  hope  of  the  nation. 
Alienation  of  affection  and  discora  are  the  ruin  of 
a  country.    "United  we  stand— divided  we  fall." 
Sir,  the  magnitude  of  this  subject,  the  impor- 
tance which  I  conceive  is  attached  to  it,  and  the 
vital  principle  which  will  be  affected  in  its  final 
decisioif,  are  the  only  apology  which  I  offer,  for 
riewing  it  in  the  several  points  of  light  in  which 
it  presents  itself  to  my  understanding.    In  the  first 
place,  to  clear  the  most  formidable  obstacle  out  of 
the  way,  I- shall  endeavor  to  demonstrate,  that 
Congress  have  a  right  and  pov^er  to  prohibit 
slavey   in  every  territory  witnin  its  dominion,^ 
and  in  every  State,  formed  of  twrritory  acquired 
without  the  limits  of  the  ori^al  States. 

Thb  right  and  power  are  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution; article  Ij  section  9.  "The  migration 
^  or  importationof  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
*  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  hot 
^  be  prohibit^  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
«  1808." 

Here  is  a  grant  of  power  suspended  for  a  cer- 
tain period.  It  amounts  to  this:  Congress  may, 
after  the  year  1808,  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  mi- 
gration and  importation  of  slaves.  I  understand 
the  sense  and  meaning  6f  this  clause  to  be,  that 
the  power  of  the  Congress,  although  competent 
to  prohibit  such  migration  and  importation^  was 
not  to  be  exercised  with  respect  to  the  then  existing 
States,  (and  them  only.]).until  theyear  1808 :  butthat 
the  Congress  were  at  liberty  to  make  sucn  prohi- 
bition as  to  any  new  State  wnich  might,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  established.  And  farther,  that,  from  and 
after  that  neriod,  they  were  authorized  to  make 
such  prohibition  as  to  all  the  States,  whether  new 
or  old. 

It  will,  I  presume,  be  admitted,  that  slaves  were 
the  persons  mtended.  The  word  slaves  was  avoid- 
ed, DTobably  on  account  of  the  existing  toleration 
of  slavery,  and  its  discordancy  with  the  principles 
of  the  Revolution;  and  from  a  consciounes$  ol  its 
being  repugnant  to  the  foUowiqg  positions  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence:  "We  hold  these 
^  truths  to  be  self-evident;  that  all  men  are  created 
^  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
*  certain  inalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are 
'  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

That  this  exposition  is  correct,  I  infer  from  the 
oommon  acceptation  of  words,  and  ^e  fact  that 
Oongress  did,  in  March  1807,  pass  a  law  to  take 
efiect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  prohibit- 
ing the  further  importation  of  slaves.    No  objec- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  constitutionality,  expe- 
<iieney,  or  policy  of  this  ,law.    The  whole  nation 
'  it  as  one  step  towards  accomplbhing  the 


object  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  evidently 
had  in  view.  It  may  be  of  use  to  us  to  inquire, 
what  was  the  understanding,  and  what  was  their 
design,  in  introducing  this  paragniph  into  that  in- 
strument? If  you  examine  the  Journals  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  sir,  you  will  find  it  was  not 
hastily  or  incautiously  adopted,  without  delibera- 
tion, but  after  critical  analysis  and  profoimd  investi- 
gation. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  sound  principle  iti  expound- 
ing a  law^  to  give  to  every  word  a  meaning  and 
an  operation,  apd  be  governed  by  the  evident  de- 
sign'of  the  legislators-;  so,  in  explaining  the  Con- 
stitution, we  are  surely  on  safe  ground,  to  pursue 
the  object  its  authors  evidently  had  in  view^  by 
giving  to  every  word  some  meaning  and  operation. 
Does  It  not  appear,  from  the  woxds  of  that  instru- 
ment, it  was  their  intention  to  arrest  the  progress 
and  prevent  the  further  extension  of  involuntary 
servitude?  Let  common  sense  put  a  purport  upon 
our  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  letter  of  our 
Constitution,  and  the  spirit  of  our  Government, 
and  this  must  be  the  result 

It  is  well  understood,  that  this  question  tried  the 
feelings  and  excited  the  interest  of  that  body  per- 
haps more  than  any  question  they  discussed,  but 
to  obtain  a  Constitution,  they  came  to  a  compro- 
mise; and,  in  this  compromise,  there  were  mutual 
sacrifices.  The  large  States  agreed  that  each 
should  have  two  members  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
non-slay eholding  States  consented  that  the  black 
population  should  come  into  the  calculation  in  the 
apportionment  of  members  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and*  the  payment  of  direct  taxes.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  some,  that  involuntary  servi- 
tude ought  to  be  totally  excluded:  and  of  others, 
that  it  could  not  be,  but  might  be  meliorated  and  re- 
strained. This  produced  the  compromise,  ^'the 
States  now  existing,"  which  have  admitted  slavery, 
may  continue  to  do  so,  on  this  condition:  ^^ Con- 
gress may,  after  the  year  1808,"  pass  laws  to  pre- 
vent the  "migration"  and  further  "importation" 
of  slaves.  To  this  proposition  they  agreed.  This 
confirmed  the  compact.  It  is  now  binding  on  the 
whole.  And  this  Congress  are  to  be  controlled  by 
its  principles.  We  wbh  neither  to  disturb  the 
compact,  nor  violate  our  plighted  faith.  We 
lalnent  tne  degraded  situation  of  the  slaves,  and 
the  misfortune  of  those  who  hold  them;  but  we 
mean  to  attach  no  blame  to  them ;  it  is  an  evil  pro- 
duced by  a  cause  which  was  never  within  the 
reach  of  the  present  generation. 

©ir,  the  words  "migration"  and  "importatioi^" 
are  used.  I  am  bound,  by  every  principle  of 
analogy,  to  give  them  a  meaning  and  operation. 
I  am  not  allowed  to  believe  that  they  are  placed 
here  without  design  and  without  meaning.  They 
are  not  synonymous;  they  mean  different  things. 
"Importation,^'  has  been  explained  by  the  law  of 
1808,  and  means  the  bringing  of  persons  or  things 
from  a  foreign  country  to  this.  The  meaning  of 
"migration."  is  more  circumscribed;  it  is  mmly 
changing  place  of  residence.  "Importation"  can- 
npt  take  i^ce  without  "migratiofa,"  but  "migra- 
tion" inay  be  effected  without "  importation  "  or  ex- 
portation.   Hence,  the  letter,  spirit,  and  true  mean- 
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inff  of  the  compact  is,  "  tlie  States  now  existing," 
wnich  have  thought  proper  to  admit  slavery,  may 
retain  their  sUves  as  long  as  they  please;  but, 
afler  the  commencement  of  1808,  Congress  may 
by  law  prohibit  the  importation  of  any  more,  and 
restrain  those  who  are  then  in  senritude  to  the 
territory  or  States  where  thev  may  then  be  found. 

Then  Congress  haY&  by  tne  letter  and  spifit  of 
the  Constitution,  a  right  not  only  to  prohibit  the 
imj^rtation  of  slaves  into  this  country,  but  also 
their  migration  into  any  State  or  territory,  except 
those  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  original  States, 
which  admitted  slavery  at  the  time  of  the  ado^ 
tion  of  this  Constitution.  It  is  er^ually  clear^  if 
Congress  have  a  right  to  prohibit  importation, 
tJiey  have  migration;  because  the  same  clause 
which  gives  t£e  power  in  the  one  case,  does  in 
the-  other.  Thai  slaves  are  the  persons  here  in- 
tended, and  none  other,  seems  to  be  too  clear  to 
admit  a  doubt  "  The  migration  of  such  persons 
'  (slaves)  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
'  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
<  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808."  "^  The 
^  importation  or  such  persons  ^slaves)  as  any  of 
'  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
^  admit,  shall  not  be  pronibited  by  the  Congress 
'  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be 
^  imposed  on  such  importation^  not  exceeding  ten 
'  dollars  for  each  person."  This  importation  could 
not  be  entirely  suppressed  till  1808,  but  might  be 
checked  by  a  tax.  If  these  words  are  synonymous, 
they  are  convertible  terms.  Should  it  be  said 
there  were  three  hundred  persons  migrated  into 
Savannah,  in  the  ship  Eliza,  would  not  the  mean- 
ing be  obscure?  Again,  fifty  families  have  re- 
ciently  imported  into  me  State  of  Illinois,  is  equally 
unmeaning ;  but  convert  the  terms,  and  the  sense 
is  perfectly  intelligible. 

And,  sir,  if  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
viewed  slavery  an  evil,  (a  fact  of  which  we  can- 
not doubt,)  the  progress  of  which  they  meant  to 
arrest,  in  my  view,  no  other  consistent  explana- 
tion can  be  given  to  this  clause,  in  that  instrument, 
than  the  one  I  have  suggested.  No  other  course 
could  effect  the  object  primarily  in  view ;  and  this 
was  adopted  by  mutual  agreement.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  a^k,  why  have  the  slaveholding  States  any 
reason  to  complain  ?  Have  they  not  all  that  they 
had  reason  to  expect?  Have  the  other  States 
any  mor^?  Wny,  then,  may  we  not  be  content 
to  maintain  and  adhere  to  our  original  agreement? 
"Individuals  entering  into  society  must  eive  up  a 
'  share  of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest.  The  Con- 
*'  stiuxtion  is  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of 
^  that  mutual  deference  and  concession,  which  the 

*  peculiarity  of  our  political  situation  rendered  in- 

*  dispensable."* 

Air.  President,  having  given  my  views  of  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  respects  the 
migration  and  importation  of  slaves,  1  shall  now 
attempt  to  show  that  Congress  have  a  right  to 
prescribe  regulations  for  territories,  and  conditions 
6n  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union. 
This  may  be  argued  from  the  resolution  of  Octo- 

*  Mr/Jsy*s  letter  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  November,  1619. 


ber  10, 1760,  and  the  ordinance  of  July  13, 171 
The  old  Congress  proceeded  upon  miilbrm  i^ 
immutable  pnnciplcs,  which  giow  out  of  the  ^ 
tuie  of  thioffs,  the  nature  of  Government,  aod  4 
condition  of  mankind.  They  viewed  every  Sal 
as  a  limited  sovereignty  whose  interests  vcr^ 
oorporated  with  those  of  the  Union:  that  oa 
were  sovereigns  of  their  soil,  and  had  eotirt  m 
trol  over  their  territory — ^yet  had  not  all  the  aJt, 
botes  of  indroendent  sovereignty.  "'\tv&  obrvuf ' 
'  impracticaole,  in  the  iPeaeral  GoTenima:a 
'  these  States,  to  secure  all  rights  of  indcpaAit  j 
*'  sovereignty  to  each,  and  yet  provide  for  &  a- 

*  terest  and  safety  of  all."* 

One  principle  on  which  Congress  fixed  tc 
that  its  territory  was  as  perfectly  under  its  kcu- 
tive  control  as  the  territory  of  any  Slate « 
under  the  legislative  control  of  that  State.  ■« 
this  principle  was  passed  the  resolre  of  Oaa? 
10, 1780.    ''  The  unappropriated  lands  that  v 

*  be  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  any  parti*' .^ 
^  State,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  conunoa  be 

<  of  the  United  States^  and  be  settled,  and  i-jr. 

^  into  distinct  Republican  States,  which  sW  - 

<  come  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and  :>. 
'  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  aad. 
^  dependence  as  the  other  States."  Qn  the  5a:. 
principle,  with  the  same  view,  and  explanaior 
this  resolve.  Congress  passed  the  ocdinaacr . 
July,  1787.  respecting  the  temtory  Northver  l. 
the  river  Ohio;  the  sixth  article  of  whickar*' 
*  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  inrofaaarv 

servitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  tiu2 : 
the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  ?ar 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted."    They  de<'^* 
the  objects  of  this  ordinance  are^  "^  for  extexuiii 
'  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  nnd  reiic<> 
liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon  thee  R* 
publics,  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are  eref'--^ 
to  ^T  and  establish  those  principles  as  the  bsv 
of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  govenunents.  in>f: 
forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  sa:.  <d* 
ritory :  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  Sa'-^ 
and  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Fe<)Ai 
councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  orir:* 
States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  cob>i>':: 
with  the  general  interest." 
The  compact  between  the  several  States  mtf^ 
the  cession,  and  this  ordinance,  were  declared  "C 
alterable,"  without  the  consent  of  both  psn.^ 
and  all  the  States  formed  of  that  territoiy  bir 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  "on  an  equal  t- 
ing  with  the  original  States,"  with  this  eijr^ 
imderstanding^  that  involimtary  servitude  ws^^ 
alterably  prohibited. 

This  inherent  right,  derived  from  inimtfaiiEi 
principles,  and  enjoyed  by  every  legitimate  ^ 
emment,  Congress  supposed  they  possessed.  « 
on  this  grotud  passed  the  ordinance  of  17S7.  i 
specting  their  territories. 

In  support  of  this  judicious,  and  only  effici^ 
practice,  I  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Constitution,  i 
cle  4,  section  3:  "Congress  shall  have  powt' 


*  Letter  of  the  Convention  that  framed  the  Coi 
tittioa. 
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diqMse  of,  and  make  all  aeedful  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting,  the  territory  or  other  property  of 
the  United  States." 

What  is  this  tract  of  country  ?  Is  it  a  State  or 
a  Territory  1  If  a  State,  then  she  may  legislate 
for  herseU;  if  a  Territory,  then  Coiiflress  have 
power  to  req^te.  It  is  not  a  State  till  admitted 
into  the  Un«Hi  by  an  act  of  Congress.  This  is 
clear,  because  should  Conj^ess  pass  a  law  to  ad- 
mit Missouri  into  the  Umon  on  conditions^  and 
those  be  rejected,  she  remains  still  a  Territory. 
Then  every  legislative  act,  previous  to  that  of  ad- 
mission, is  a  "  regulation  respectii^  a  T^ritory." 
And,  under  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  in 
connexion  with  the  immutable  .principles  of  ra- 
tional government,  conditions  have  uniformly  been 
incornorated  in  the  acts  admitting  new  States  in^o 
the  union,  as  well  .as ^those  which  related,  to  terri- 
torial government 

If  Congress  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  "  make 
all  needral  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territories,"  then  it  follows,  tx  9»  Urmmfi,  that  they 
have  equal  right  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  de- 
ciding what  ^  raks  and  regulations  are  needful," 
The  power  to  make  rules,  and  not  a  ri^t  to  exei^ 
cise  discretion  in  adjusting  them,  would  be  a  com- 

Slete  nullity.  Previous  to  the  year  1808,  Congress 
id  suppose,  without  the  aid  of  this  clause  in  the 
Constitution,  they  posseted  sovereign  power  and 
control  over  their  territories.  Under  this  very  just 
impression  a  law  was  passed,  in  April,  1798,. pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory — Vol.  1,  page  40,  sec.  7: 

'*  And  bt  it  further  enaetedt  That  from  and  iA«r 
the  eatabliihmaiit  of  the  albresaid  government,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  ta  import  or 
bring  into  the  said  Migweeippi  Territory,  from  any 
port  or  plaee  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
CO  eaose  or  procare  to  be  so  .imported  or  bronght,  or 
ai«i  in  bringing,  any  slave;  and  being  convicted,  ^bc.» 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  tfai^ee  hundred  dollars,  6lc.  and 
the  slave  be  entitled  to  freedom.^' 

This  distinctly  shows,  thdt  Congress  supposed 
their  power  over  the  Territori^  more  extcnaivf 
than  that  over  the  States ;  because  over  them  they 
could  not  pass  a  pi ohibitory  statute  till  1608.  The ' 
same  fact  appeacs  ftom  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March,  1804,  "erectmg  Louisiana  into  two  Ter- 
ritories."   Sec.  10*^^'  It  shall  not  he  lawful  for  any 

*  person  or  persons  to  itaaport  or  bring  into  the  said 
^  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  without  the 

*  limits  of  the  .United  States,  (fcc.,  any  slave  or 
'  slaves ;  and  every  person  sq  offending,  &c.,  shall 
^  forfeit  thiee  hundred  doUais,  and  the  slave  shall 
'  receive  his  or  her  freedom."  '^It  shall  not  be 
^  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  import  or 
^  txring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or 
*■  jdace  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
'  any  slave  or  slaves  which  shall  ha/ve  been 
*'  imported  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1796,  or 
*'  which  may  hereafter  be  imported,  sueh  person 
'  shall  ferieit,  &c.  three  hunched  dollars;  and  no 
^  slave  or  skves  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  in- 
^  trodueed  into  said  Territmy,  except  by  a  citizen 

*  of  the  Unted  States,  removing  into  said  Territory 

*  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at  the  ^me  of 


'  such .  removal  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  og 
^  slaves;  and  every  slave  brought  into  said  Terri- 
'  tory,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
'  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

From  these  facts  it  very  obviously  appears  that 
Con^^fess  had,  aad  did  exercise,  the  power  of  in- 
hibitmg  the  importation,  and  even  the  migmtiont 
of  slaves,  into  Hs  territories,  directly  or  in£rectly, 
otherwise  than  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
removing  thither  for  actual  settlement,  and  beinjg 
at  the  time  bona  fide  owner  of  the  slave.  And  thi^ 
previous  to  the  time  that  the  ninth  section  in  tl^e 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  took  effect ; .  of 
course  the  power  must  be  derived  from  some  other 
clause  in  the  Constitution — ^perhaps  that  which 
authorizes  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  or  from 
the  immutable  principle  that  all  legitimate  Gov^ 
emments  have  an  inluerent  right  to  exercise  sover 
reign  control  over  its  territories. 
.  Mr.  President,  I  ask,  then,  if  that  provision  in 
the  Constitution  diminishes  this  power? 

Congress  have  i^ohibited  the  iamortation  of 
slaves  into  any  State  of  the  Union.  Does  not  the 
same  clause  in  the  Constitution  give  them  powec 
to.  prohibit  the  ^^  migration  and  importation^'  of 
slaves. into  the  Territc^  or  State  of  Missouri  1 

That  Congress  would  have  power  to  prohibit 
slaveiy  in  its  acquired  territory,  it  ^eema^  was  the 
opinion  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  the 
com^ct  ceding  the  territory  of  which  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama  are  composed ;  because 
they  exj^essly  stipulate  that  the  territory  shall  be 
governed,  and  the  States  admitted  in  the  UnioBy 
according  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  "  that  artiela 
Qvly  excepted  which  ibrbids  slavery ;"  and  in  the 
cesiion  by>  North  Carolina,  provided  no  regulation 
made  or  to  be  made  by  Congress  atudl  tend  to 
emancipate  slaves^ 

For  these  provisos  there  are  reasons ;  this  terri- 
tory was  detached  from  States  where  slavery  was 
tolerated  at  die  time  of  the  adof^oa  of  the  Con* 
stitution ;  and  they,  as  sovereigns  of  the  soil,  had 
a  right,  in  the  cession,  to  mdke  this  reservation^ 
And  it  has  been  scrupulously  observed.  No  objec* 
tion  has  ever  been  made.  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Aiabanuu  have  all  been  admitted  on  terms  of 
agreement.    We  mean  to  keep  the  compact. 

But,  with  respect  to  Missouri,  we  view  the  mat> 
ter  materially  different.  This  iis  a  pait  of  the  Lour 
isiana  purchase.  Bought  with  the  common  fundi 
of  course  the  common  interest  must  be  consulted* 
Missouri  has.  no  claim  to  this  superior  political 
power.  She  may  be  admitted  with  all  the  whts^ 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  these  are  all  to 
which  MUsouri  has  any  claim,  and  all  .which  CoUr 
gress  have  any  power  to  impart.  . 

Mr.  President,  Congress  have  a  sovereign,  pow^ 
over  its  territories.  If  States  have  a  right  to  abol- 
ish slavery,  when  they  make  a  cession  of  territory- 
they  make  a  transfer  of  this  power.  If  there  had 
been  no  reservation  in  the  cessious  made  by  Nordi 
Carolina  and  Croorgia,  Congress  would  have  had 
power  to  prohibit  s&verv  in  that  territory,  beeause 
they  had  that  power;  lifnce,  where  there  is  no 
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reservation,  there  is  no  restriction  of  power.  If 
the  possessors  of  a  territory  are  the  soverei^H  of 
the  domain,  then,  when  they  make  a  cession  of 
territory,  they  transfer  aU  the  power  they  possessed. 

If  France  nad  a  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  Lou- 
isiana, then,  when  sne  ceded  that  terntory,  she 
transferred  tnat  power  to  the  United  States,  unless 
restrained  by  stipulation,  which,  I  contend,  is  not 
the  case.  Has  the  Government  this  power,  then 
she  may  make  a  law  to  inhibit  slavery  in  this  ter- 
ritory, because  '^  Congress  have  a  right  to  make  all 
^  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
'  rying  into  execution  all  the  powers  vested  by  the 
'  (Constitution  in  the  Grovemment  of  the  United 
^  States,  or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof." 

Mr.  President,  "new  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Qongress  into  this .  Union."  ConRress  may 
admit  or  refuse.  If  Congress  may  refuse,  then 
they  may  admit  upon  condition.  If  they  may 
admit  upon  condition,  then. they  may  exercise  their 
discretion  in  deciding  what  those  conditions  shall  be. 

Now,  sir,  it  will  be  my  object  to  show  that  Con- 
giess  have  uniformly  gone  upon  this  principle.  In 
every  instance  where  new  States  have  been  ad- 
mitted, Congress  have  prescribed  conditions  at  their 
discretion,  except  in  the  admission  of  Vermont. 
The  act  admittmcr  this  State  was  approved  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1791..  The  situation  of  this  district  was 
different  from  any  other.  After  having  been  ab< 
solved  from  any  political  connexion  with l&er  neigh- 
bors, she  formra  a  republican  constitution,  peti- 
tioned Congress  for  the  purpose,  and  was ''  admitted 
into  this  Union  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  The  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Kentucky  was  ap]iroved  the  same  month. 
1791.  This  district,  being  part  of  the  territory  or 
Virginia,  previous  to  her  being  admitted  into  the 
Un\on  the  consent  of  this  Commonwealth  must  be 
given.  Accordingly,  in  December,  1789,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Virginia  jiassed  "  an  act  concern- 
ing the  erection  of  the  district  of  Kentucky  into  an 
independent  State."  .  After  making  provision  for 
a  convention,  they  say,  if  such  delegates  determine 
that  it  is  inexpedient,  "  the  same  may  be  erected 
into  an  independent  State,  on  the  terms  ajid  con- 
ditions following." .  Here  are  enumerated  eight 
conditions,  with  which  this  district  must  comply, 
otherwise  they  are  not  permitted  to  form  an  "in- 
dependent State."  They  acceded  to  these  condi- 
tions, formed  a  constitution,  and  petitioned  Con* 
gress  for  admission  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  these 
conditions,  were  "  received  and  admitted  as  a  new 
and  entire  member  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica." Tennessee  was  admitted  June  1,  1796, 
according  to  the  cession  made  by  North  Carolina, 
in  December.  1789,  in  which  are  ten  specific  con-, 
ditions.  After  the  cession,  the  ordinance  of  1787 
was  to  have  effect  over  this  territory,  except  "pon- 

Sress  shall  make  no  regulation  to  emancipate 
aves."  With  all  these  conditions^  sixteen  in 
number,  Tennessee  was  admitted  ^  m  the  same 
manner  as  if  that  State  had  originally  been  one  of 
the  United  States." 

On  the  30th  day  of  April,  1802,  the  act  was  ap- 
proved for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
"into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  footing  with,  the 


^  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever :  Propided^ 
'  the  peoi^e  form  a  republican  constitution,  not  re- 
^  pugnant  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  between  the 
<  orig^insd  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 

*  territory  Northwest  of  the  river  Ohio."  Besides 
these.  Congress  required,  as  ''  a  condition,  that  the 
'  convention  of  said  State  shall  provide  by  an  or- 
'  dinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the 
'  United  States,  that  every  tract  of  land  sold  by 
'  Congress  shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  what- 

*  ever,  for  the  term  of  five  years." 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  was 
approved  April,  1812.  Among  other  things,  it 
was  declared — 

**  That  it  shall  be  taken  as  a  condition ,  upon  which 
the  said  State  is  incorporated  into  the  Union,  that  the 
river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers  and  waters 
leading  into  the  same,  and  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as  well 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  >8aid  State,  as  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  States  and  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  tax,  daty,  imp6st,  or  toll,  imposed 
by. said  State;  that  it  adopts  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  constitution  of  said  State  shall 
be  republican,  and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stales ;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fundamen* 
tal  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  that  it  shall 
secure  to  the  citizens  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal 
cases ;  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  and, 
sfter  the  admission  of  said  State  ipto  the  Union,  the 
laws  which  may  be  promulgated,  and  its  records  of 
every  description  shall  be  preserved,  and  its  judicial 
and  legislative  proceedings  conducted  in  the  English 
language ;  that  the  said  convention  shall  provide  by  an 
ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  people  forever  disclafan  all  right  or 
title  to  the  unappropriated  lands ;  the  same  «hall  re- 
main at  the  sole  disposal  of  the  United  States ;  that 
each  tract  of  land  sold  by  Congress  shall  remain  ex- 
empt from  any  tax  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  shall  be 
considered,  deemed,  and  taken,  fundamental  condi- 
tions and  terms  upon  which  the  said  State  it  incorpo- 
rated into  the  Union." 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  Indiana  was  ap- 
proved April,  1816.  It  provides  '^that  the  con- 
'  stitution  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant 
'  to  those  articles  of  tne  ordinance  of  1787,  which 

*  are  declared  to  be  irrevocable  between  the  origi- 
^  nal  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the  terri- 
^  tory  northwest  of  tne  river  Ohio ;"  that  the  con- 
vention shall  ratify  the  boundaries  prescribed  in 
said  act,  disclaim  all  title  to  salt  springs;  and 
as  much  contiguous  territory  as  the  Presidoit  may 
think  necessary  to  work  the  same,  to  one  section 
of  land  in  each  township,  dec.  These  propositions 
are  ofiered  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection, 
on  the  condition  that  the  convention  of  said  State 
provide  by  an  ordinance  irrevocable,  without  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  that  their  lands 
shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax,  for  the  term  of 
five  vears. 

Tne  act  admitting. Mississippi,  was  ajppioved 
March,  1817.  The  conditions  are  as  toUows: 
"  The  constitution,  when  formed,  shall  be  rg>ab- 
'  lican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the 
'  ordinance- of  1787,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been 
'  extended  to  the  said  territory,  by  the  articles  of 
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^  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the 
'  State  of  Georgia  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni* 
'  ted  States ;  and  also,  that  the  convention,  by  an 
^  ordinance  irrevocable,  disclaim  all  right  to  the 
^  unappropriated  lands ;  that  the  same  shall  be  at 
'  the  entire  disposal  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
*  main  exempt  from  tax  five  years  after  being  sold  $ 
'  and  that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable 
'  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  the  Gulf  of 
^  Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
'  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State, 
^  as  to  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without 
'  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by 
<  the  said  State." 

>  The  act  admitting  Illinois  as  a  member  of  the 
Union  was  approved  April,  1818 ;  and  about  the 
same  conditions  ivequined  that  were  prescribed  on 
the  admission  of  Indiana. 

Alabama  was.  admitted  by  an  act  passed  March, 
1819,  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  required  on 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Thus  we  find^  from  our  statute  bo(M£,  that  there 
is  not  a  single  instance, /rom  the  time  Vermont 
became  a  member  of  this  Union,  in  which  a  State 
has  been  admitted,  without  some  specific  condi- 
tions and  restrictions.  And  with  respect  to  Lou- 
isiana, more  especially,  "they  contained  some 
^  principles  as  repu^ant  to  the  original  jurispru- 
^  dence  of  the  Territory,  at  the  time  of  its  c^xon, 
'  as  could  well  be  devised."  And  if  Confess  did 
possess  and  exercise  the  power  of  imposing  such 
coaditicHis,  what  good  reason  can  be  assi^^  why 
it  may  not  require  of  Missouri  the  condition  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  now  under  discussion  ? 

Mr. .  President,  I  will  now  proceed-  to  examine 
the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded  this  territory  to 
the  United  States.    The  article  which  is  said  to 
restrict  the  power  of  Congress,  and  prohibit  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment,  is  as  follows: 
Art.  3.    '<  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory 
*  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
<  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
^  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Fedend  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights^  advantages, 
'  and  immumties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States : 
^  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained 
^  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their- 
^  liberty,  propertv,  and  the  religion  which  they 
'  profess.''    The  lattetipart  of  this  article,  undoubt- 
edly applies  to  its  territorial  state;  during  that 
period  the  citizens  shall  6e  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  privilefi[es.    This  has  been  done, 
and  secured  to  them ;  of  course,  any  ctmiment  on 
this   clause  is  unnecessary.     But  the  objection 
grroMTs  out  of  thesc  words :   ^  The  inhabitants  of 
'  this  Territory  shall  be  admitted^  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
<  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advanta^^,  and  im- 
'  munities,  of  the  citizen^  of  the  United  States." 
TVhat  are  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
t:ion  ?    They  are  Federal  principles,  which  extend 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  tJnitea  States,  with  the 
ssLzne  influence,  and  in  the  same  degree.  But  these 
citizens  are  to  be  ^'admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immuhities  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States;"  and  it  is  said,  if  you 


prescribe  any  condition  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, you  interfere  with  her  rights.  What  are 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  f 
All  the  rights  they  possess,  as  such,  are  derived 
from  the  Constitution ;  and  these  are  Federal 
rights^  enjoyed  by  every  citizen,  in  every  State  in 
the  Union.  Federal  rights,  all  which  are  derived 
from  the  Constitution,  extend  to  States  as  well  as 
to  citizens,  and  to'  all  the  States  equally.  Every 
State  that  exercises  a  power  that  any  other  State 
cannot,  derives  a  power  from  a  cause  other  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Any  citi- 
zen who  enjoys  a  right  which  another  citizen  in 
the  United  States  do^  not  enjoy,  acquires  that 
right  from  some  -other  source  than  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  following  are 
Federal  rights,  namely:  each  State  is  entitled  to 
two  Senators — ^the  Legislatures  shall  choose  them— 
they  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest — each  State 
shall  appoint  Electors — ^the  Electors  in  each  State 
shall  meet  on  the  sante  day  and  vote  for  two  per- 
sons;— ^tfae  cognizance  of  cpntroversies  between 
two  or  more  States — ^between  a  State  and  citizens 
of  another  State — ^between  citizens  of  difierent 
States — between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  claim- 
ing lands  under  grants  of  dififerent  States,  and  be- 
tween a  State,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign 
States.  These  are  all  secured  to  Missouri,  and  all 
other  ri^ts  derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

But  if  this  proviso  is  attached  to  the  bill,  the  cit- 
izens of  Missouri  cannot  hold  slaves — and  will  not 
be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  Stat^.  A  right  to  hold 
slaves  is  not  a  rif  ht  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  as  such ;  it  is  not  essential  to  constitute  such 
citizenship.  The  enjoyment  of  this  right  is  not 
essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

It  is  acquired  by  the  government  of  a  particular 
State.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  conse- 
quential or  local  rights,  which  arise  from  local  sit- 
uation, and  result  from  the  constitution  of  the  State 
where  he  resides. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  no 
more  than  secure  the  exercise  of  these  rights,  from 
violation,  when  acquired  by  the  constitution  of  a 
particular  State. 

State  rights  are  materially  dififerent.  In  New 
Hamp^iire,  a  citizen  of  twenty-one  years  of  age 
has  a  riffht  to  vote  for  all  State  and  county  om- 
cets,  and  Representatives  to  Congress,  in  the  place 
where  he  has  his  home.  In  Massachusetts  he  may 
possess  a  property  of  two  hundred  dollars.  In 
Virginia,  he  must  possess  real  estate.  In  Louisiana, 
he  may  hold  slaves.  The  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  protects  these  State  rights  from  invasion ; 
but  it  does  not  convey  them.  If  they  were  derived 
from  the  Constitution  of ,  the  Uidted  States,  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  could. exercise  and  enioy 
them  in  \avf  State  in  the  Union ;  because,  "  this 
'  Constitution  ts  Uie  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 
^  aU  judges  and  citizens  are  bound  by  it,  any  thing 
'  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding." 

If  a  right  Vo  hold  slaves  is  a  right  doived  from 
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the  Coi^stitation  of  the  United  States,  then  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  majr  exercise  this  right 
also,  in  any  State  of  the  Union ;  '*  any  thing  in 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding."  This,  we  know^  is  not 
the  fact ;  of  course  we  know  this  is  not  a  right  de- 
rired  from  the  Constitution  of  the-  United  States, 
and  the  prohibition  of  this  right  isno  infringement 
of  any  right  essential  to  consummate  citizenship. 
^  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  have 
'  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine 
'  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States."  If  a  right 
to  hold  daves  is  essential  to  constitute  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  then,  &ose  who  cannot  hold 
slaves  are  not  citizens  of  the  U&ited  States ;  is  this 
the  fact  ?  tfa^n  a  number  of  honorable  gentlemen 
in  this  House  are  ineligible  to  the  office,  they  must 
yacate  their  seats,  bid  yon  adieu,  and  retire,  which 
would  leave  your  walls  rather  bare. 

But,  sir,  an  honorable  gentleman  observes,  (from 
South  Carolina,)  that  this  prohibition  cannot  be 
adopted,  because,  ^  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  Stat^."  I  admit  the  fact 
But  what  is  it?  That  a  citizen^  in  any  State, 
shall  enjoV;  collectively,  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
msnities  ot  the  citizens  in  the  several  States  ?  This 
cannot  be  the  case.  If  it  were,  a  citizen  of  New 
Hampshire  miffht  pass  into  Massachusetts,  and 
there  exercise  the  right  he  enjoyed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  voting;  and  into  Louisiana,  and  there 
exercise  the  ri^t  of  holding  slaves.  A  citizen  of 
Virffinia  might  pass  injto  New  Ham^hire,  carry 
all  Sie  privileges  he  possessed,  as  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia, accumulate  more,  and,  bv  removing  from 
State  to  State,  would  collect  ana  enjoy  the  ri^ts 
of  all  the  citizens  in  all  the  S.tates. 

Sir,  I  apprehend  the  true  import  of  the  paragraph 
is  this :  that  a  citizen  of  any  State,  removing  into 
another  State,  '*  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities,"  of  the  citizens  of  the  State 
into  which  he  removes ;  but  he  can  neither  ^arry 
nor  enjoy  any  privileges  not  secured  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  in  which  he  resides,  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  thereof. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  told  the  proposed  prohi- 
bition interferes  vdth  property  in  a  manner  which 
renders  it  inadmissible.  The  inhibidon  divestis  of 
no  present  right ;  it  merely  prohibits  the  future  in- 
troauction  of  slaves.  But  admit  that  it  did.  We 
will  examine  this  in  view  of  analogy  and  fact. 
SuppoHse  there  b^  an  immense  quantity  of  India 
carpeting  imported  into  Philadelphia.  Importers 
find  it  a  very  profitable  commerce.  Merchants  de- 
rive great  aavantage  from  the  trade.  They  all 
depend  upon  it.  Families  are  accommodated,  and 
the  citizens  generally  are  much  pleased.  But  the 
plague  appears  in  the  city ;  it  is  suspected  that  it 
IS  commumoated  by  this  foreign  traffit  \  it  becomes 
apparent ;  no  doubts  remain.  What  is  to  be  done  1 
a  4]uarantine  is  ordered  for  fifty  or  an  hundred 
days ;  and  if  the  public  safety  require,  why  not  for 
three  hundred  1  But  diis  does  not  effect  the  ob- 
ject. The  virus  is  latent ;  it  is  in  the  stock ;  the 
whole  community  suffers.  The  city  is  threatened 
with  desolation.    Let  me  adc,  sir,  have  not  the 


constituted  authorities  a  right  and  power  to  sup- 
press this  destructive  traffic  ? '  Cannot  they  say, 
scuttle  the  ship,  suspend  or  interdict  the  com- 
merce? Undoubtedly  all  this  can  be  lawfully 
done.  But  this  interferes  with  i»ivate  property, 
individual  rights.  The  importer  is  despoiled  of 
his  expected  gain.  The  merchant  is  disappointed 
in  his  prospects,  and  the  citizens  in  their  posses- 
sions. Is  all  this  availing?  Do  you  desists  You 
do  not;  you  should  not.  This  right  is  settled  upon 
an  immutable  principle,  essentiafto  our  safety  and 
existence;  that  a  less  degree  of  evil  shall  be  en- 
dured to  avoid  a  greater.  You  chain  up  your 
streets,  and  interdict  intercourse  with  your-city,  in 
case  of  infectious  disorder:  individuals  in  the 
country  suffer.  The  principle  is  the  same.  You 
lay  an  embargo  for  nfry,  a  hundred,  or  two  hun* 
dred  days,  at  your  discretion.  Ships  decay  and 
rot  at  the  wharves,  and  produce  perishes  on  your 
hands.  Individuals  sufier.  But  do  you  desist? 
The  public  .good  requires  the  measure^  The  prin- 
ciple is  the  same.  In  case  of  war,  some  must  suf- 
fer, or  extermination  follows.  In  case  of  fire,  yon 
demolish  one  building  to  save  a  city.  A  person 
has  a  limb  amputated,  it  is  an  evil ;  init  it  is  prel^ 
erable  to  the  loss  of  liie. 

■  Slavery  is  a  plague — ^it  inoculates  like  conta* 
gious  disorders.  Will  you  diffuse  without  limits 
mis  destructive  evil  ? 

Nowj  sir,  in  point  of  fact.  We  have  shown 
that  Congress  has  power  to  make  all  needful  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  its  territories.  This 
power  is  a  nullity,  without  discretion  to  exercise 
It,  because  no  particular  regulations  are  spedfied. 

The  least  restraint  decides  the  principle.  It  is 
not  the  degree.  If  the  public  interest  require  you 
to  affect  my  property  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar, 
the  exigency  of  the  case  may  be  such  as  to  justify 
you  in  extending  your  depnvation  further.  This 
IS  a  matter  of  discretion  and  necessity^ 

In  the  admission  of  Louisiana,  there  were  many 
conditions.  One  was,  that  the  convention  pass 
an  irrevocable  ordinance  disclaiming  forever  all 
right  to  waste  lands. 

They  had  a  right,  or  this  relinquishment  would 
be  unnecessary. '  And  a  right  in  property,  of  which 
they  were  divested. 

They  must  also  stipulate  to  make  the  Missisr 
dppi  and  the  Ghiif  of  Mexico,  dbc^  common  high- 
ways, and  never  claim  any  toll.  Here  were  rights 
held  under  the  former  government,  or  such  asUiey 
could  claim  as  a  State,  or  there  was  no  need  of 
disclaiming  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance. 

Thus  we  see,  from  analogy  and  fact,  that  the 
prohibition  proposed  is  neitl^r  new  nor  inconsist- 
ent with  immemorial  usage,  sound  national  policy, 
nor  State  sovereignty. 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  shall  'have  no  better 
opportunity  than  the  pr^^ent  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  what  I  understood  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Lloyd)  to  say; 
which  vras,  that  the  power  of  Congress  over 
Maine  was  as  extensive  as  its  power  over  Mis^ 
souri ;  if  Congress  had  a  ri^ht  to  prohibit  slavery 
as  a  condition  of  the  admission  of  Missouri,  it  had 
a  right  to  make  the  toleration  of  slavery  a  coadi- 
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tion  of  the  admission  of  Maine.    To  this  I  cannot  | 
accede.    I  think  it  does  not  follow ;  the  cases  are  I 
not  analogous.    Maine  is  ajpart  of  Massachusetts —  i 
one  of  the  old  thirteen.    Massachusetts  has  a  con- 
stitution.   This,  if  not  positively,  virtually  pro- 
hibits slavery.    In  this  case  Massachusetts  has  a 
right  to  5])c^k ;  she  does  speak  in  her  cpnstitution ;  ! 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  Con- 
fess no  jpower  to  compel  or  demand  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery.    So  with  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama ;  they  are  parts  of  the 
old  thirteen.    Confess  have  no  right  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  them  without  the  assent  of  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  Greorgia.    By  their  constitu- 
tion slavery  is  tolerated.    And  they  have  a  ri^ht 
to  speak.    For  Congress  to  demand  the  proluDi- 
tion  of  slavery  in  any  of  those  States  would  be  a 
violation  of  tne  compact 

But  it  is  not  so  with  Missouri ;  as  I  before  had 
occasion  to  remark,  this  is  a  part  of  the  Louisiana 
purchase.  The  common  interest  of  the  Union  b 
to  be  consulted.  The  power  of  Congress  over  this 
territory  is  sovereign  and  complete.  We  are  not 
legislating  for  Missouri  alone,  but  for.  the  highest 
interests  of  the  nation.'  Every  State  in  the  Union 
has  an  equal  voice,  a  right  to  give  an  opinion,  and 
a  claim  to  be  heard, 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  observe,  1  view  in- 
voluntary servitude  contrary  to  the  very  principles 
of  our  uovernment.  These  are  declared  in  the 
charter  of  Independence : 

«  We  h9ld  these  troths  to  be  self-evident:  tbat  all 
men  ere  created  eqaaT,  that  they  ere  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  among 
these  are  lile,  liber^,  and  the  pursuit  of  happinese*" 

Sir,  for  these  we  fought  and  bled.  We  know 
how  we  achieved  theoEi,  and  we  wish  to  transmit 
thein  to  unborn  posterity  in  their  primitive  purity. 
These  are  tl^  sentiments  we  profess  to  believe, 
and  publicly  declare,  ^^  that  all  men  are  bom 
equally  free."  We  boast  of  our  liberties ;  we  call 
ourselves  a  nation  of  freemen ;  we  delight  to  hear 
our  children  lisp^the  fr<^om,  the  liberty,  equality, 
and  repubticanism  c^  our  country ;  we  teach  them, 
in  their  infiincy,  that  these  sentiments  may  grow 
with  their  growth,  and  ripen  with  their  years. 
We  chant  them  in  our  songs ;  we  prefix  them  in 
our  books;  we  iuKcibe  them  in  our  temples;  we 
present  them  in  our  halls;  shall  we  abandon. and 
deny  them  in  our  acts  of  legislation  7 

Behold,  sir,  (I  ask  your  pardon,  she  is  in  the 
other  hall,*)  the  goddess  of  libertY  looking  down 
with  a  frown  upon  the  Representatives  of  a  nation 
of  freemen  legislating  to  extend  and  perpetuate 
skiTery. 

The  question  is  not  whether  slavery  shall  exist ; 
it  does  and  will  exist ;  but  whether  it  shaU  be  ex- 
tended, by  the  act  of  Consress,  without  control, 
and  without  limits.  Forbid  it  ye  guaFdians  of  the 
people's  rights !    Forbid  it  my  country ! 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  shall  have  no  better 
opportunity  than  the  present  to  make  a  few  re- 

*  A  iiiinale  inaege*  representing  the  goddoea  pf  liberty* 
imiaed  directly  over  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  the  Repre- 
sentativee'  hall. 


marks  in  reply  to  what  fell  from  the  honoraUe 
grentleman  from  Georg^ia,  (Mr.  Elliot,)  who  in- 
timated that  an  objection  might  grow  out  of  the 
fact,  that  "the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 
government." 

Sir,  I  should  sooiier  argue  from  this  that  we  are 
bound  to  prohibit,  than  I  would  admit  that  we  are 
permitted  to  refrain.  What  is  a  republican  gov- 
ernment 1  A  democriatic  ffovemment  is  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people.  And  these  people  are  all 
equally  free.  Slavery  is  incompatible  with  a  pure 
democracy.  In  the  same  pronortion  that  you  ad* 
mit  slayery,  you  contaminate  the  Republic^  It  de- 
generates to  a  demi-democracy,  to  aristocracy,  mon- 
archy, and,  perhaps,  despotism  itself.  Sir,  I  should 
not  use  so  harsh  an  expression  did  I  not  find  it 
adopted  by  the  immortal  Jefferson,  Virginia's  boast, 
and  his  country's  pride.* 

"  There  must  be  an  unhappy  inflaence  on  the  man- 
nere  of  onr  people,  prodaced  by  the  existence  of  slavery 
among  ua.  The  whole  oommerce  between  master  and 
slave  iM  a  perpetuel  exerciie  of  the  most  boisterous 
paseionp,  the  moat  oinremittiiig  despetiam  on  the  one 
part,  an4  degrading  Buhmiseion  on  the  other.  Oor 
children  see  thia»  imd  leaim  to  imitate  it';  for  man  is 
an  imitative  aoinal.  This  quality  is  the  germ  of  all 
education  in  him.  From  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  is 
lean^ing  to  do  what  he  aeee  others  do.  If  a  parent 
could  find  BO  motive  either  in  bis  oWn  philanthropy 
or  self-love,  for  restraining  the  intem^ance  of  pas- 
sion towards  his  «Iave»  it  should  always  be  a  sufficient 
ope  that  his  child  ia  present.  Bat,  generally,  it  is  not 
sufficient.  The  parent  storms,  the  child  looks  on, 
catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath,  puts  on  the  aame 
airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,  gives  loose  to  his 
worst  of  paasiona ;  and  thna  nursed,  educated,  and 
daily  exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by 
it  with  odious  peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a 
prodigy  who  can  retain  hie  manners  and  morals  ua- 
depraved  by  such  civeamstaaees." 

Mr.  President,  if  I  have  demonstrated  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  nation  have  a  right  from  usage, 
and  a  Constitutional  right,  to  prohibit  involuntary 
servitude,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Yery  genius 
of  our  Government,  the  question  turns  entirely  on 
the  expediency  and  policy  of  the  measure.  That  is 
an  expedient  and  politic  course,  which  tends  to 
cement  the  Union,  strengthen  the  ties,  promote  the 
harmony,  and  thereby  the  highest  interests  of  the 
i^ation. 

Permit  me  to  repeat  it,  alienation  and  distrust 
threaten  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country.  Ce- 
mented, we  are  sfife ;  dismembered,  we  are  rained. 
It  is  for  Congress  to  decide  what  measures  a^e  dic- 
tated by  sound  policy,  to  promote  the  lasting  peace 
and  permanent  stability  of  these  United  States. 
All  '^needful  rules,  and  regulations"  relating  tti  the 
subiect,  they  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  adopt 
and  pursue.  Sir,  my  most  deliberate  opinion  i^ 
that  It  is  needful,  expedient,  and  politic  to  prohibit 
the  further  extension  of  involuntary  servitud^  be- 
cause it  diminishes  the  physical  strength  ox  the 
nation.    Slaves  are  not  employed  as  soldiers,  but 
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supply  the  place  of  those  who  might  be  thus  em- 
ployed. This  is  not  all :  if  one  is  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  country,  in  case  of  emergency,  and 
sustains  an  injury,  or  contracts  a  complaint,  by 
which  his  life  is  lost,  we  are  petitioned  to  remu- 
nerate the  owner.* 

As  the  physical  strengh  of  a  nation  is  reduced 
or  retarded,  danger  increases.  Sir,  have  you  for- 
gotten the  disasters  of  the  last  war  ?  Wnat  was 
the  condition  of  this  city  ?  What  was  the  state 
of  this  Capitol,  this  noble  edifice  ?  Its  walls  were 
defaced,  its  pillars  demolished,  and  its  glory  tar- 
nished. And,  sir,  to  add  insult  to  villany,  Cock- 
burn  was  riding  the  streets  like  a  nabob,  and  his 
army  pillaging  the  shops  in  the  city.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  (if  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  vulgar  re- 
mark,) it  they  had  been  in  some  part  of  New  Eng- 
land, there  would  have  been  soldiers  enough  to 
have  cut  them  in  pieces,  and  carried  them  home  in 
their  pockets, 

That  the  physical  strength  of  a  nation  is  retarded 
by  slavery,  is  evident,  by  comparing  the  militia  in 
such  S^tes  with  those  where  involuntary  servitude 
is  not, admitted.  In  the  eleven  non-slaveholding 
States  the  militia  is  431,616  *,  in  all  the  other  S  tates, 
•including  districts  and  territories,  it  is  316,970, 
leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former,  of  1 14,646. 

But  the  fact  may  appear  more  conclusive  by 
comparing  territory  of  equal  extent — saj;  New 
England  and  Virginia,  whose  extent  of  territory  is 
very  nearly  equal.  Tne  militia  in  New  England  is 
140,900.  in  Virginia  83,847,  leaving  a  bailee  in 
favor  of  New  England  of  57,053.t 

If  a  wise  policjr  excludes  slavery  in  principle 
and  practice,  then  it  is  a  judicious  exercise  of  power 
to  arrest  its  proj^ess.  A  wise  L^islature  has  done 
it ;  it  must  do  it  again.  Are  principles  clanged, 
or  are  men  changS  ?    I  hope  neither. 

Mr.  President,  slavery  tends  ultimately  to  depress 
the  value  of  real  property.  This  results  from  im- 
perfect cultivation,  which  is  the  effect  of  ^very. 
It  is  a  disgrace  for  a  white  man  to  put  his  hand  to 
the  plough  and  the  axe,  where  slaver jr  is  tolerated. 
**  With  the  morals  of  the  peopl^e  their  industry  also 

*  is  destroyed ;  fon  in  a  warm  climate,  no  man  will 
'  labor  for  hinoself  who  can  make  another  labor  for 

*  him.    This  is  so  true  that  of  the  proprietors  of 

*  slaves  a  very  small  proportion,  indeed,  are  ever 

*  seen  to  labor."J 

Compare  the  state  of  cultivation  in  the  vicinity 
of  Portsmouth^  New  Hampshire,  with  that  of  this 
city ;  the  vicimty  of  Boston  with  that  of  Baltimore. 
The  difference  is  almost  incredible.  The  land  is 
equally  rich  ai^d  fertile;  the  climate  is  inviting 

*  Last  ■cssioD,  a  gentleman  in  Kentacky,  who  had 
a  slave  prewed  into  the  service,  at  New  Orleans,  that 
took  a  fever  end  died,  petitioned  Congress,  and  a  bill 
passed  the  Senate  giving  him  $700 ;  and  this  session 
a  petition  was  presented,  claiming  the  earn  of  $300 
for  injury  sustained  by  a  slave,  in  aiding  a  wagon  of 
the  Government,  by  which  his  worth  was  reduced  from 
$900  to  $600. 

t  The  return  of  the  militia,  made  by  authority  of 
Congress . 
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and  healthy;  and  the  air  is  salubrious.  There 
every  field  is  covered  with  verdure  and  produce ; 
but  nere  it  seems  as  though  you  had  fallen  from 
some  other  world  upon  the  barrens  of  the  desert. 
Compare  the  lands  in  Ohio  with  those  of  Kentucky, 
where  the  soil  is  equally  rich,  the  climate  more 
mild,  and  the  air  as  healthy.  I  am  told  by  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  that  section  of  the  country, 
that  real  estate  in  Ohio  is  generally  more  than 
twenty-five  per  cent,  higher  there  than  m  Kentucky. 
To  wnat  can  you  impute  this  but  the  bane  of 
slavery  ?  It  is  not  on  account  of  age,  for  Kentucky 
was  first  settled.  But  perhaps  the  position  would 
appear  more  credible  by  comparing  a  distinct  por- 
tion of  territory,  of  equal  dimensions,  as  the  valua- 
tion of  lands  was  taken  in  1798.  We  will  again 
compare  New  England  with  Virginia.  In  5[ew 
England  the  valuation  was  9183,171,180 ;  in  Vir- 
ginia 971,225,127,  leaving  a  diflerence  of  111,946,- 
053.*  Thus  we  see,  when  the  soil  is  not  cultivated, 
the  nation  sufi*ers.  Here  is  a  national  loss ;  because 
productive  labor  is  natidnal  w^th.  "  The  strength 
and  wealth  of  nations  are  founded  on  the  number 
and  industry  of  the  people."* 

But  further,  Mr.  President,  involuntary  servitude 
discourages  and  impedes  a  wnite  population.  Thb 
is  apparent  from  your  census.*  Take  nine  of  the 
non-^laveholdihg  States,  of  which  only  returns 
were  made,  in  1810,  the  number  of  inhabitants  b 
3,690,354 ;  in  all  the  other  States,  including  Dele- 
vtrare  and  the  Territories,  the  numoer  of  free  inhab- 
itants is  2,463,304,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  ol 
the  former,  of  1 ,227,050,  But,  to  bring  the  subject 
into  a  more  concise  view^  we  will  again  compare 
New  England  with  Virginia.  I  hope  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  from  Virgmia  will  not  consider  these 
comparisons  as  invidious,  when  I  contrast  Virginia 
with  all  New  En^Und.  This  I  do,  not  only  because 
the  extent  of  territory  is  about  equal,  but  because 
they  were  settled  at  nearly  the  same  period— «bout 
1620.  In  New  Eng:land  I  find  1,471,973;  in 
Virginia  974.622;  which  leaves  a  balance  in  favor 
of  New  England,  of  497,351^  including  the  slaves 
in  Virginia,  which  deduct,  and  the  balance  is  889,- 
869  free  citizens  in  favor  of  New  England.f 

Sir,  to  demonstrate  the  fact  more  clearly,  that 
slavery  impedes  the  promss  of  a  white  population, 
I  will  obsorve,  that  m  New  England  the  increase 
in  twenty  years,  is  as  17  to  18.  Include  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  and  it 
is  as  99  to  100.  In  the  slaveholding  States  the 
increase  of  the  free  population,  in  the  same  period, 
is  only  as  12  to21.  Had  the  latter  States  increased 
in  the  same  ratio  as  the  former,  during  the  same 
time,  there  would  have  been  an  addition  to  the 
white  population  of  800,000 ;  and  according  to  the 
same  ratio,  at  this  time,  1,200,000  more  than  there 
now  are. 

« The  free  white  persons,  from  1790  to  1800, 
increased  almost  36  1-3  per  cent. ;  from  1800  to 


•  Seybert's  SUtistical  Annahu 
f  Nolwithstkmding  this  balance  in  &Tor  of  New 
England,  *<h  is  inppoeed  that  more  than  60,000  per- 
sons go  annually  from  the  Eastern  to  the  W  astern 
i  States."— iS^^AerT. 
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1810,  36  per  cent :  and  from  1790  to  1810,  85  1-4 
per  cent^  All  other  free  persons,  except  Indians 
not  taxed,  from  1790  to  1810,  the  increase  was  still 
greater,  in  consequence  of  emancipation  and  run- 
away slaves,  who  piss  for  freemen. 

Tne  free  population  from  1790  to  1800,  increased 
37  1-5  per  cent ;  from  1800  to  1810,  36  ^4  per 
cent;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  87  3-6  per  cent 
The  slave  population,  from  1790  to  1800,  mcreased 
24  4-5  per  cent ;  from  1800  to  1810,  35  4^5  per 
cent ;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  70  3-4  per  cent 
The  combined  free  and  slave  population  from  1790 
to  1800,  increased  85  3-5  per  cent. ;  from  1800  to 
1810,  36  per  cent ;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  84  3-5 
per  cent"'''  Thus,  to  take  the  whole  free  vvhite  in- 
habitants, together,  the  increase  is  rather  in  favor 
of  the  white  population.  In  1790,  considerably 
more  than  oiie-fifth  of  the  whole  population,  ivere 
slaves;  in  1800,  a  little  more  than  one-fifth,  and  in 
1810,  a  little  less  than  one-fifth  were  slaves. 

Mr.  President,  slavery  retards  and  depresses  the 
manufacturing  interest.  They  are  a  description  of 
persons  who  cannot  be  advantageously  employed 
m  that  branch  6f  business.  This  Qiav  be  discov- 
ered by  the  same  kind  of  coinparison  mat  has  been 
previously  made.  In  New  England,  the  value  of 
the  manufactures,  according  to  the  marshal's  re- 
turns for  1810,  is  ^6.074,171;  in  Vireinia,  «li,- 
417,605 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former 
of  $24,546,566.  This  sensibly  affects'  foreign  and 
domestic  exports.  Of  the  former,  the  balanqe  is 
in  favor  of  Nerw  England  08,777,045 ;  of  the  lat^ 
tcr,83,564,617.* 

Sir,  involuntary  servitude  is  the  occasion  of  in- 
troducing into  the  popular  branch  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  an  unequal  representation.  An  equal  repre- 
sentation is  apportioned  according  to  the  number 
of  free  inhabitants.  Strictly  speaking,  it  has  no 
regard  to  property.  In  regard  to  the  original 
States  it  is  oy  agreemept,  it  rests  on  compact  and 
plighted  faitn,  which  we  wish  neither  to  disturb 
nor  violate ;  but  when  the  principle  is  applied  to  a 
new  State,  we  view  the  subject  entirely  different. 
When  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the  large 
States  were  unwilling  that  the  srnall  ones  should 
have  an  equal  representation  with  them  in  the 
Senate.  In  consequence  of  this,  a  sacrifice  on 
both  sides  produced  a  compromise ;  and  this  was 
essentially  necessary  at  that  Itime  to  obtain  a  Con- 
stitution.  This  effected  a  kind  of  equilibrium,  but 
results  in  giving  to  the  other  House,  at  this  time, 
twenty  Rejiresentatives  from  the  slave  population. 
Extehd  this  principle  into  the  immense  territory 
beyond  the  NlLssissippi,  and  I  need  not  state  to  you 
the  result  in  twenty  years.  The  Eastern  section 
of  the  country  would  be  cypherized  in  both  branches 
of  the  Government. 

Sir,  is  this  equililwium  and  reciprocity  now  to 
be  destroyed  ?  Are  our  pleasing  anticipations  of 
union  and  harmony  to  cease  forever  7  Why  should 
Missouri  come  into  the  Union  with  this  superior 
political  power?  What  claim  has  she  to  these 
superabundant  political  rights?  We  have  mad^ 
no  promise  \  we  have  entered  into  no  compact ;  we 
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have  given  no  pledge.  It  cannot  be  for  want  of 
space,  where  slaves  may  be  lawfully  holden.  Fill 
-^ip  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Ala** 
bama ;  then  it  will  be  time  enou|^  to  extend  the 
bounds  of  slavery.  But,  say  gentlemen,  this  re- 
striction deprives  Missouri  of  an  attribute  of  sov- 
ereignty, and  she  wouM  come  into  ithe  Union 
cripplea  and  imperfect.  The  objection  applies 
with  equal  force  to  all  the  non-slavenolding  States, 
especially^  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
slavery  was  prohibited  by  Congress.  Do  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  those  States,  on  the  floor  of  this 
House,  appear  like  children,  divested  of  any  attri- 
bute of  sovereignty  enioyed  bv  any  other  State  in 
the  Union?  These  nonoralu6  gentlemen  I  be- 
lieve, six,  wlU  not  admit  it.  I  think  they  feel,  pos- 
sess, and  exercise  ail  the  importance  and  powers  to 
which  the  honoraUe  memoers  of  Virginia  or  any 
other  State  are  entitled. 

Then,  sir,  let  us  recur  to  first  principles-^— the 
original  compact  Sir,  I  call  upon  Vermont  and 
Kentucky  to  look  baek  and  reflect  upon  the  tarns 
on  which  they  were  received  into  me  copartner- 
ship. Their  territories  were  preserved  by  the  uni- 
ted eaetfKB  of  the  Confederacy.  Will  ihey  for- 
sake their  first  love?  Sir,  let  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  remember  that  for  years  they  were  led  by 
the  hand  of  this  little  fomily  of  united  sisters.  Our 
treasure  and  our  blood' have  been  expended  to  res- 
cue their  soil  from  the  depredations  of  the  Avaffe 
foe,  and  their  families  from  the  scalping-kni& 
'*  The  State  of  Ohio,  in  which,  before  it  became  a 
'  State,  our  army  so  lately  contended  with  its  sav- 
'  age  inhabitants  in  1810,  had  ^  population  of 
'  230,760  souls,  not  one  of  whom  was  a  slave. 
^  There  the  footsteps  of  the  savage  have  been  obli^- 
'  erased  hy  the  busy  scenes  of  civilized  society ; 
'  the  noise  of  the  beasts  of  prey  has  yielded  to  that 
^  of  the  loom  and  the  shuttle ;  savage  wigwams 
'  have  disappeared ;  elegant  houses,  villages,  and 
'  large  towns,  have  succeeded  ;"*  and  all  tnis  pros- 

S^rity  may  be  viewed  as  the  result  of  the  memora^ 
e  ordinance  of  1787.  Are  such  people  the  advo- 
cates of  slavery  ? 

Sir,  may  I  not  invite  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  our  newly  espouaied  sister,  Alabama,  to  recol- 
lect that  when  the  battles  of  the  country  were 
fought,  they  were  only,  in  embryo ;  that  they  have 
grown  up  under  the  nurturing  care  of  their  elder 
sisters ;  that  it  becomes  them,  as  younser  heirs,  to 
look  well  to  the  principles  adopted  by  the  first-bom 
in  the  family,  and  mamtain  the  rights  of  the  asso- 
ciation into  which  they  hAve  been  cordially  admitr 
ted.  Sir,  where  is  Louisiana?  Shall  we  forget 
her  patriotism  and  her  bravery?  No;  nor  the 
dark  days  when  she  was  under  tne  oppressive  Yoke 
of  a  foreign  despot ;  nor  the  bright  mom  on  wnieh 
she  was,  by  the  interposing  hand  of  this  Republi<^ 
emancipated  from  the  thraldom  of  tvranny,  and 
brought  into  the  liberty,  and  joy,  and  comfort  of 
the  Republican  citizens  of  these  United  States. 
Let  their  liberality,'  their  justice,  and  magnanimi- 
ty, all  be  disj^yed  on  thi$  occasion. 

Mr.  President,  will  not  the  measures  of  this 
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Congress  be  pregnant  with  events  which  will  lay 
a  foundatioa  for  the  joy  or  sorrow,  praise  or  eon- 
demnalion,  of  future  ages  ?  The  effects  are  not 
confined  to  a  small  territory,  or  a  few  people ;  but 
millions  yet  unborn  will  curse  the  acts  of  that 
Conoress  which  entails  upon  them  and  their  un- 
numnered  posterity  the  accumulated  erilt  of  skvery. 

**  With  what  execratione  dioold  the  lUtesmftB  be 
loaded,  who,  permitting  one-half  of  the  dtizens  thus  to 
trample  on  the  rights  of  the  other,  transforms  those 
into  diMpoti,  and  theee  into  enemies;  destroys  the 
morals  tf  the  one  part,  and  the  amer  pahim  of  the 
other.  For  if  a  slave  can  have  a  eountry  in  this 
worid,  it  most  be  any  other  in  prefiBrence  to  that  in 
which  he  m  bora  to  live  and  labor  for  another ;  in 
which  he  auttt  kck  np  die  Realties  ctf  his  nature ; 
contribnte,  ••  far  as  depends  on  his  individnal  «ndeav> 
ors,  to  the  evanlshment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail 
his  own  miserable  condition  on  the  endlMi  genera- 
tions pvooeedinff  from  him."* 


Sir,  it  has  been  intimated  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman fron  Geoigia,  (Mr.  Elliot,)  that,  if  the 
mofomdi  restriction  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
tdi^  it  would  be  nugatory ;  ibr  the  State  at  any 
oflier  period  could  amehd  their  constitution  and 
tolerate  sLavoy.  This  I  cannot  admit.  It  is  an 
agreement.  There  are  two  parties.  They  stipu- 
late, they  enter  into  cornet.  To  this  mutual 
agreement  they  mutually  bi&d  themselves^  and  a 
violation  of  it  m  either  would  be  a  breach  of  faith. 
The  rdation  which  Con^fress  bears  to  her  territory 
is  similar  to  that  subsisting  between  a  State  Le- 
gislature'and  any  portion  of  its  territory,  which 
mav  propose  to  be  disannexed.  -  They  stipulate 
ana  enter  into  compact,  and  thev  are  both  bound. 
This  was-  the  case  with  Virglnta  and  Kentucky 
when  she  was  erected  into  an  independent  State. 
The  same  is  true  with  respect  to  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  in  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwest  Territory  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787, 
made  with  these  States  »id  the  people  of  that 
Territory.  The  cession  made  to  the  United  States 
by  Nortn  Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  the  territory 
01  which  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  are 
composed,  stand  upon  the  same  immutable  basis. 
All  these  stipulations  vi^ere  vc^untary  and  obliga- 
tory on  the  parties.  No  disposition  to  violate  them 
has  appeared  in  any  instance  whatever. 

If  a  State  can  annul  such  agveements,  it  may 
any  oompaet  and  every  stinolation  whatever.  The 
princi^  if  admitted^  would  destroy  all  confidence 
m  treating  conventions,  and  erery  compact  to 
which  nations  or  smaller  associations  might  agree 
for  their  mutual  convenience  and  safety. 

Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  add  one  reason  more 
in  favor  of  ado|mng  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
I  will  close  my  remarks  i&t  the  present  The  ex- 
tension of  slavery  veill  tend  to  the  violation  of 
your  laws,  and  to  deaaK)reli2e  society.  The  (>eo- 
ple  of  this  country  are  fond  of  property.  It  is  im- 
possible to  restrain  them  vrithin  legal  bounds,  when 
you  present  to  them  a  pecuniary  advantage,  even 
nom  illicit'  commerce.    You  dius  indirectly  cor- 
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rapt  th^  rising  generation  and  demoralize  the  com- 
munity. Extend  slavery  into  the  vast  Territory 
of  Missouri,  you  heighten  the  value  and  ofier  a 
new  market  for  slaves ;  you  encourage  their  im- 
portation, you  invite  to  a  vi<^tion  of  your  laws, 
and  lay  a  foundation  for  a  systematic  course  of 
perjury,  corraption,  and  guilt.  All  the  public 
ships  m  the  service  of  jour  country  are  now  in- 
sufficient to  suppress  this  species  of  traffic.  What 
could  prevent  it,  if  the  market  were  increased  ? 
Sirj  close  your  market,  r^nove  the  inducement  to 
their  introduction,  and  the  nefarious  connmerce 
ceases  of  course.  Look  to  your  lavrs  of  1794, 1796, 
1800, 1804, 1805, 1807, 1816,  and  1819,  and  sav  do 
they  not  imply  one  uniform  and  uninterrupted  de- 
termination to  abolish  the  slave  trade?  xMs  sin- 
gle act  would  stamp  hypocrisy  on  the  face  of  every 
previous  law. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  present  my  thanks  to  the  hon- 
orable Senate  for  the  candor  and  attention  with 
which  they  have  indijdged  me  during  the  time  I 
have  been  addressing  them  on  this  very  important 
suliject.  I  will  close  iqy  remarks  with  a  few  li»es 
from  the  late  President  Jefferson : 

'  **  With  the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industiy  also 
is  destroyed.  Cap  tbe  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thoaght 
secaie  when  we  have  removed  their  only  firm  basis— 
a  conviction  on  the  minds  of  the  people  that  their  lib- 
erties are  the  gift  of  Ck>d ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  vio- 
lated bat  with  his  wrath  t  Indeed,  I  tremble  fn  my 
conntry  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just ;  that  his  jns- 
tiee  cannot  sleep  for  ever ;  tb^  considering  nambers, 
nature  and  natural  means  only,  a  rovolution  on  the 
wheel  of  fortune^  aa  eichange  ef  sitaatioa  is  among 
possible  events ;  that  it  may  become  probable  by  sa- 
pernataral  interference !  The  Almightf  has  no  attii- 
bttte  which  can  take  side  with  ue  in  soeh  a  contest 
Bot  it  is  impossible  to  be  temperate  and  to  pursue  the 
subject  through  the  varioos  considerations  of  pdi^, 
of  morals,  of  history,  natural  and  civil.  We  must  be 
contented  to  hope  they  will  force  their  way  into  cvei; 
one^s  mind."* 

Mr.  President,  without  any  sinister  niotives, 
hope  of  personal  advantage,  or  anv  thing  aside 
from  the  expanding  glory  of  the  beioved  country 
which  ^ve  Qie  birtlih--aa  a  citizen  of  a  growing 
Republic,  whose  rising  prosperity  is  nearly  allied 
to  piy  heart ;  as  a  phiknthr^Mst  and  a  Christian ; 
as  one  called  upon  by  my  constituents,  my  coun- 
try, and  my  God,  I  present  you  these  my  deliber- 
ate views  of  this  iiu>mentous  subject,  'With  a  soli- 
oitude  for  the  result  which  could  not  be  inquired 
on  any  ordinary  occasion. 


TufisnjLY,  January  18. 

Mr.  Gaillaru  presented  the  petition  of  Marc 
Marie  Duplet,  senr.,  praying  that  a  patent  may 
be  granted  to  nim  for  an  invention  and  imjHove- 
raent  in  the  construction  of  privies ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  CkMmnittee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

«  Mr.  RoBBRTs  presented  the  memorial  of  the  so- 
ciety (^papeMnakers  of  the  States  of  Penitayl  vania 

•  Jeilerson's  Notes  on  Virginia. 
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and  Delaware,  and  also  the  petition  of  die  Presi- 
dent and  nunagers  of  the  I^orthampton  State 
Quarry  Company,  of  Pennsylvania,  sererally  pray- 
ing the  protection  of  Conffress ;  and  the  petitions 
were  read,  and  respectir^  referred  to  we  Com- 
mittee on  Comn&erce  and  Manofactures. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memoiial  of 
Thomas  Leiper,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  payment 
for  certain  loan-office  certificates,  as  stated  in  the 
memorial;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  Mititled  '<An  act  for 
tbe  reb'ef  of  MTilliam  McDonald,  administmtor  of 
James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;"  and  also  the  bQl,  en- 
titled *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shi|rfey,  ad- 
ministmtor  of  Thomas  Backininster,  late  lieaten- 
ant  m  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United  States' 
infentry,*'  reported  the  same  respectively  without 
amendment. 

The  Sena:te  resumed  the  considemtion  t^the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  Febru- 
ary next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considemtion  of  the 
report  of  die  Committee  on  PubHe  Lands,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  nn^ing  for  the  establishment 
of  an  additional  land  omce  in  that  State,  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  biU  f<^  the  rdief  of  Anthonv  S.  Delisle,  Ed- 
ward B.  Ducflcy,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  tdief  of  James  Hughes,"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  readinj^. 
Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  agamst  the  fnrther  extension 
of  slavery  in  the  United  States ;  and  tike  memorial 
Was  read. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Mortimer,  and  aJso  the  petition  of  Michael  P^per, 
severally  praying  a  pension ;  and  the  petitions 
were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

The  pRBSiDENT  commimicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  com^fdiance  with  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1809.  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  tne  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  containing  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for 
the  contmgent  expenses  of  the  Military  dqmrt- 
ment  for  the  year  1819 ;  -and  the  report  was  read. 

RESTKICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  THOMAe  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second^  reading : 


A  BUI  to  prohibit  the  introdaction  of  tlaveiv  into 
the  tenitoriM  of  the  United  States  north  and  west 
of  tha  eontMDplated  State  of  Missouri. 
Be  it  enacted  oy  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  BepreBtmt* 
aike$  of  the  Untied  Siaiei  of  Amenta,  %n  Congreu 
ateemlHedt  That  the  siath  article  of  the  ordiflanoe  of 
CoBgress,  passed  on  the  thirteenth  deff  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  territoij,  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  shall,  to  ell  intents  and  pnrpo- 
ses,  be  deemed  and  held  applicable  to,  and  shall  have 
fall  force  and  effect  in  and  over  all  the  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  lies  west  and  north  of 
a  fine  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  parallel  of  north  lati- 
tttde  thirty  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  where  the  said 
parallel  crosses  the  western  boundarv  line  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  thence,  running  east,  along  that  parallel 
of 'latitude,  lo  a  point  where  Uie  said  parallel  is  inters 
slBoled  by  a  meridian  litte  pasnog  through  the  middle 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same 
emptios  into  the  Miasburi  river ;  thence,  from  the  point 
ateaaald,  north,  along  the  said  meridian  line,  te  the 
intersBolion  of  the  parallel  of  latitude  whidh  pasasa 
through  tbe:rapid8  of  the  river  Dee  Moines,  mafcittg 
the  said  line  to  conespond  with  the  Indiaa  boandaiy 
line;  thence,  east,  ftom  the  point  of  inteneetion  last 
aforesaid,  along  the  eaid  parallel  of  latitudo^  to  the  midp 
die  of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  the  said  rivar 
Dee  Mcnaes ;  thence,  down  and  along  the  middle  of 
the  main  ehannal  of  the  said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  same,  where  it  empties  into  the  Missis- 
sippi river ;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  of  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence,  up  and  fol- 
lowing the  course  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  main  channel  thereof,  to  its  source ;  and 
thence,  due  north,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  States. 

MAmE  AND  MISSOURI. 

f 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  biU  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  superaddition  of 
provisions  for  the  admissioh  of  Missouri.  The 
proposition  of  Mr.  Roberts  for  annexing  a  cer- 
tain condition  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  MoftBiL  concluded  the  speech  which  he  yes- 
terday bc^n  in  favor  of  the  restriction ;  and  then, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  (it  beinf 
late  before  Mr.  M.  concluded,)  the.  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

[Mr.  Morril's  speech  is  given  entire  in  preced- 
ing pages.] 


WEnMBMUY,  January  19. 

Mr.  Sanforb,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance) 
to  wliom  was  rmened  the  petition  of  Henry  Ingra- 
ham,  Robert  Hazldmnt,  and  Williapi  Smith,  jr., 
made  a  r^it,  accompanied  b^  a  resdution  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBERTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
to  whom  the  smect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mark  Richards;  and  the  bQl  was 
read,  and  passed  to  die  second  reading. 

Agrecte^y  to  noticed  given,  Mr.  JonweoN,  of  Lou- 
isiana, asked  and  obtamed  nave  to  bring  in  a  bdl 
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supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Missouri  Territory;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readinjgf. 
-  Mr.  WiLUAMB,  of  Mississippi,  from  thcComr 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Rhoda  Crawford,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  said  committee  be^ 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition.  The  report  and  resolution 
were  read. 

Mr.  Mellen  j>resented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Dunn,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  widow  of  Samuel 
Dunn,  late  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  remu- 
neration for  supplies  fumisned  his  company  and 
for  wages  due  hmi,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  mtaiorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
behalf  of  Christopher  Miller,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  6n  Pen- 
sionsj  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Williamson,  praying  a  pension,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

The  President  coomiunicated  the  petition  of 
Cornelia  Schoonmaker,  administratrix,  and  Peter 
Marius  Qroen,  administrator,  of  the  estate  of  Zach- 
ariah  Schoonmaker,  praying  relief  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  deceased^s  accounts  as  paymaster  of 
the  second  regiment  of  United  States'  volunteer 
artillery ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  lull  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  north  and 
west  of  the  contemplated  State  of  Missouri  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Main^  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  said,  the  subject  under 
consideration  had  been  ureadv  so  much  discussed, 
that  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  oelieve  that  he  could 
offer  any  thing  new  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  But  representins,  as  he  did,  a  State  in 
which  slavery  is  toleratea,  it  might  possibly  be 
construed  a  dereliction  of  duty,  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  sacred  interests  of  tnose  he  represented, 
were  he  to  remain  silent  on  the  present  occasion. 
Nothinff.  however,  said  he,  but  an  imperious  and 
irresistible  sense  of  dut^  could  have  induced  me  to 
depart  from  the  resolution  I  had  at  first  taken,  not 
to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  any  ob- 
servations or  mine  upon  the  bill  now  in  progression. 


And  really,  sir,  it  is  with  a  degree  of  unfeigned 
reluctance  I  have  risen  to  oppose  my  opini6ns  to 
those  of  gentlemen  of  so  much  more  experience 
than  myself,  and  for  whose  opinions  I  cannot  but 
entertam  the  most  profound  respect 

We  have  already  heard,  sir,  as  well  from  the 
honomble  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  first 
addtessed  you,  as  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  who  closed  his  remarks  last 
evening,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is  an 
important  one.  In  this  sentiment  I  perfectly  accord. 

Perhaps,  sirj  no  subject  'vfHich  has  agitated  the 
councils  of  the  United  States  of  America,  from  the 
formation  of  our  Govejpunent  down  to  the  present 
period,  has  been  pregnant  with  more  important 
consequences  than  the  one  now  under  discussion. 
It  is  a  subject,  sir,  which  has  excited  not  only  the 
deep  interest  of  Jthose  who  are  to  decide  upon  it, 
but  one  which  is  agitating  this  continent  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other.  And  whether  we  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  East  or  to  the  West,  to  the  North  or  to 
the  South,  we  behold  anxiety  depicted  in  every 
countenance,  as  if,  upon  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion, depended  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
Union. 

Sir,  the  resolutions  and  instructions  of  different 
State  Legislatures — ^the  petitions  of  very  many  as- 
Sjcmblagesof  citizens  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
with  which  your  table  is  crowded — proclaim,  in 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  the  de^4oned 
feelmg  to  which  the  discussion  of  this  question  has 
given  rise. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  heard,  with  much  regret, 
the  sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  in  this 
debate.  They  evince  a  decree  of  sectional  feeling 
which  I  had  not  expected  to  find  within  these 
walls.  I  had  indulged  the  hope,  sir,  that,  virith  the 
close  of  the  late  war,  all  partv  animosity  had  sub- 
sided^ and  that  our  political  Wk,  havmg  ridden 
out  the  tempest  of  faction,  had  been  safely  anchored 
in  the  haven  of  peace.  But  a  state  of  tranquillity, 
I  apprehend,  is  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 
man.  Scarcely  had  the  storm  subsided — scarcely 
had  we  shaken  hands  as  brothers-— when  a  new 
soujrce  of  discontent  has  been  discovered;  and 
another,  and  much  more  important  distinction  of 
party  than  any  which  has  preceded  it,  is  about  to 
to  be  established. 

The  feelings  of  humanity  and  benevolence  have 
taken  such  complete  possession  of  certain  sections 
of  our  country,  that  evory  other  consideration  is 
made  to  bend  to  the  irresistible  inclination  to  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  slaves.  A  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition—a line  of  demarcation — ^is  sought  to  be 
established  between  the  slaveholding  and  non- 
slaveholdinc  States.  And  "  slavery  or  not,''  seems 
destined  to  oe  the  watch-word  of  party. 

I,  for  one,  Mr.  President,  deprecate  this  state  of 
things.  I  am  not  among  those  who  believe  that 
party  dissensions  are  essential  to  the  health  of  the 
body  politic.  I  deligrht  sir,  to  inhale  the  breeze 
which  brings  with  it  narmony  and  peace;  but 
when  other  sentiments  prevail,  it  is  not  my  nature 
to  yield  to  their  influence  witn  calm  indinerence. 
Contest  is  nrefemble  to  submission.  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  theretore,  to  meet  this  question  at  the  thresh- 
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old ;  I  fear  there  is  too  much  reason  to  consider 
it  the  mception  of  a  policy  whose  tendency  may 
be  to  dismember  this  Union.  And  the  alarming 
doctrines  we  yesterday  heard,  have  certainly  not 
tended  to  allay  my  apprehensions. 

It  will  not  be  expected,  I  trust,  that  T  should 
follow  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
amendment,  over  all  the  ground  they  have  occu- 
pied in  debate ;  for  this  I  have  ^neither  inclination 
nor  ability,  and  were  they  both  in  my  possession, 
still,  the  effort  mig^t,  perhaps,  by  some,  oe  thought 
unnecessary. 

With  the  historical  sketches  which  have  been 
given  us,  of  the  early  settlements  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  were  en- 
countered by  our  forefathers  in  this  perilous  enter- 
prise, I  have  been  amused  and  instructed — I  had 
almost  said,  I  have  been  charmed  by  their  novel- 
ty ;  but  I  must  be  pardoned  for  saymg,  I  cannot 
perceive  their  relevancy  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
whose  arguments  I  cannot  hope  to  reach,  much 
less  to  answer,  has  employed  a  considerable  portion 
of  a  very  long  and  a  ve^  able  speech,  in  inventinff 
anathemas  against  slavery,  and  has  been  pleased 
to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
different  sections  of  this  country,  (but  with  what 
degree  of  accuracy  others  must  judge;}  in  which 
he  has  not  failed  to^^ve  a  very  decided  preference 
to  those  who  inhabit  States  m  which  slavery  is 
not  toker^ted ;  and  in  the  plenitude  of  his  charity 
and  benevolence,  has  ascribed  this  vast  and  essen- 
tial difference  to  the  influence  of  slavery.  To  the 
same  inftuence  is  ascribed  a  destitution  of  talents, 
of  courage,  of  morality,  and  of  rdigion :  and,  from 
the  obserrations  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  one 
ivould  be  led  to  believe  that  all  the  cardinal  virtues 
wither  at  the  approach  of  this  accursed  monster 
slavery.  In  what  a  deplorable  condition  would 
be  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States  if  the 
honorable  gentlenum's  speculations  were  history ! 
Fortunately,  however,  they  have  their  existence 
only  in  a  fervid  imagination. 

out,  dreading  lest  ne  should  not  be  Me  to  carry 
conviction  to  our  understandings,  which  he  must 
of  course  have  considered  extremely  blunt  and  im- 
penetrable, the  honorable  gentleman  endeavors  to 
make  an  attack  upon  our  fears,  in  which  he  con- 
siders us  perhaps  much  more  assailable ;  and  with 
all  the  christian  meekness  and  charity  imaginable, 
we  are  cautioned  to  beware  how  we  encourage 
slavery,  for  that  the  vengeance  of  an  angry  Ood 
will  not  sleep  forev«r. 

The  honorable  gentleman's  zeal  seems  to  have 
transported  him  b^ond  the  botmds  of  just  calcu- 
lation. Our  apprenen^ons  are  not  so  easily  ex- 
cited. For,  wniht  we  bow  with  great  huinility 
and  reverence  before  the  majesty  of  Heaven,  ana, 
OB  our  bended  knees,  would  deprecate  the  wrath 
of  God,  we  are  not  prepared  to  consider  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  as  one  of  his  vicegerents. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  re- 
criminate ;  I  came  not  here  to  offend  or  be  offended. 
If  it  will  be  a  gratification  to  the  honorable  gen-^ 
tleman's  feelings,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  that  the 
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I  inhabitants  of  that  section  of  the  country  from 
whence  he  comes,  are  all  high-minded  and  nonor- 
Me  men ;  that  tney  are  intelli^nt,  brave,  virtu- 
ous, moral,  religious,  and  patnotic.  But  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  reminding  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  these  are  not  sectional  qualities ;  and 
that  if  he  will  give  himself  the  trouole  to  consult 
the  -psLBe  of  history,  he  will  learn  that  those  virtues 
are  alice  the  growth  of  every  part  of  this  exten- 
sive, prosperous,  and  happy  country ;  and  I  trust  I 
shall  not  give  offence  by  declaring  it  as  my  firm 
conviction,  that  the  inhabitants  of  tne  slaveholdine 
States  will  not  suflfer  by  a  just  comparison  with 
those  of  any  other  section  oi  the  Union. 

Without  intending,  sir,  to  make  invidious  com- 
pariscHis,  or  in  the  slightest  deffree  to  disparage 
other  parts  of  the  country,  I  wduld  ask,  where  wul 
you  find  a  greater  deg[ree  of  pure  and  unadulterated 
patriotism — ^where  will  you  find  a  greater  devotion 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty,  than  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States?  Who  first 
fanned  the  sacred  flame  of  freedom  on  this  conti- 
nent? A  Virginian — a  native  of  a  slaveholding 
State.  Who  penned  the  immortal  Declaration  of. 
Independence?  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State. 
Who  led'  your  Revolutionary  armies  to  battle  and 
to  victory?  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State. 
Who  first  agitated  the  question,  which  eventuated 
in  the  formation  of  our  inestimable  Constitution  ? 
Inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States.  Who  was 
first  called  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  country- 
men to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment ?  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State.  Who 
now  conducts  our  political  bark  with  so  much 
honor  to  himself  ana  benefit  to  the  nation?  A  na- 
'  tive  of  a  slaveholding  State. 

But  the  honorable  ffentieman  from  New  Hamp^ 
shire  has  farther  told  us,  that  the  infiuence  of 
slavery  has  a  tendency  to  make  men  tyrannical 
and  despotic.  In  this  tae  experience  of  the  country 
is  against  him.  In  no  part  of  this  widely  extended 
Government  have  the  pure  principles  of  democracy 
been  so  much  cherished,  as  among  the  inhalutants 
of  the  slav^olding  States ;  and  t&se  yield  to  none 
in  the  practice  of  benevolence  and  humanity. 

We  are  next  told,  that  most  of  the  catastrophes 
of  the  late  war,  and  {nrticttlarly  the  burning  of  the 
Capitol,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  san^e  detested  in- 
fluence. I  regret,  sir,  that  our  minds  have  been 
brought  to  dwell  upon  the  subject.  Over  some  of 
the  events  of  the  late  war  I  would  most  cheerfully 
have  drawn  the  curtain  of  oblivion.  The  fair  page 
of  our  history  has  been  blackened,  and  our  country 
in  some  measure  disoraced,  by  them.  But  the 
events  which  I  should  be  most  anxious  to  forget, 
sir.  were  not  those  which  transpired  in  the  slave- 
holding  States.  Some,  which  were  calculated  to 
make  the  cheek  of  patriotism  bum  with  shame, 
had  their  existence  in  a  northern  latitude,  far  be- 
yond the  influence  of  slavery.  I  forbear,  sir,  to 
particularize,  from  an  unwillingness  to  arouse 
feelings  which  are  slumbering  in  forgetfulness  of 
these  melancholy  disasters.  But  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  the  tide  of  war  rolled  in  upon  us  one 
disaster  after  another,  in  dreadful  succession.  I 
would  ask  the  honoraole  gentleman,  who  checked 
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the  progress  of  this  tide,  turned  its  course,  and 
threw  it  back  upon  the  foe  ?  Who  achieved  the 
ev  V  memorable  yictory  of  Orleans,  which  has  shed 
such  a  lustre  around  the  American  arms  ?  Soldiers 
from  the  slayeholding  States., 

Btit  I  will  not  dwell  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, sir ;  there  is  nothing  m  it  calemated  to  gratify 
my  own  feelings,  or  to  interest  those  of  the  Senate. 

I  will  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  more 
important  arguments  of  honorable  gentlemen, 
founded  upon  the  celelnrated  ordinance  of  1787, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
treaty  of  cession.  And  I  flatter  myself,  I  shall  be 
able  to  establish,  as  far  as  neffatire  proof  can  pos- 
sibly extend,  that,  from  neither  of  these  frmtful 
sources  can  be  derived  the  authority  to  impose  the 
contemplated  restriction  upon  the  good  people  of 
Missouri. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  therefore.  I 
propose  to  show---that  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is.  un- 
authorized by  the  ordinance  of  '87 ;  that  it  is  un- 
authorized bv  the  Constitution;  and  that  it  is 
expressly  fordid  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  by 
wnich  tne  territory  in  question  has  been  acquired. 

The  elucidation  of  this  subject  must  necessarily 
be  somewhat  dry  and  uninteresting;  for,  in  the 
development  of  Constitutional  principles,  we  are 
not  permitted  tb  wander  in  tne  wide  fields  of 
rhetoric,  to  gather  flowers  wherewith  to  decorate 
our  path. 

I  will  in  the  first  place  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  ordinance  of  '87,  which  has  been  so 
emphatically  styled,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  the  immortal  ,ordinance. 

A  brief  history  of  the  circumstances  which  led 
to.  and  were  attendant  upon,  the  passage  and 
adoption  of  this  ordinance,  will,  I  trust,  justify 
the  opinion  I  have  formed,  that  it  is  an  instrument 
not  entitled  to  the  hi^gh  commendation  which  has 
been  bestowed  upon  it. 

In  the  year  1780,  Congress  recommended  to  the 
States  having  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriatM 
lands  in  the  Western  country,  a  liberal  cession  to 
the  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their  respective 
claims,  for  the  common  oenefit ;  the  territory  to  be 
thus  ceded  to  be  formed  into  distinct  repuhlican 
States,  havinj^  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  mdependenee,  with  other  States. 
^  In  1781  the  State  of  New  York  limited  and  de- 
fined her  western  boundary,  and  ceded  and  relin- 
quished to  such  States  as  th«i  were,  or  should 
thereafter  become  parties  to  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration, ail  her  rignt  and  claim  to  lands  and  ter- 
ritories to  the  northward  apd  westward  of  the 
boundary  thus  limited  and  defined. 

In  1784  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
claim  to  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

in  1785  Massachusetts  ceded  and  relinquished 
all  claim  to  the  territory  within  her  charter,  west 
of  a  particular  line  mentioned  in  her  deed  of 
cession. 

In  1786  Connecticut  ceded  her  claim  to  the 
territory  called  the  Western  Reserve. 

It  must  be  remarked,  Mr.  President,  that  not  one 
of  these  deeds  of  cession  contained  a  proviso  or 


condition  that  slavery  should  be  inhibited  in  the 
territory  thus  transferred  to  the  United  States. 

The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  bestowed  upon  Virgi- 
nia for  her  philanthropy  in  interdicting  slavery  in 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  altogether 
undeserved. 

In  1787  Congress  passed  the  celebrated  ordinance 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said.  This  ordi- 
nance is  entitled  ^  An  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territoqr  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio ;"  and,  among  other  things, 
ordains  and  declares  certain  articles  of  compact 
between  the  original  States  and  the  people  and 
States  of  the  said  territory,  and  forever  to  remain 
unalterable,  except  by  common  consent ;  the  sixth 
of  which  articles  of  compact  declares,  ^  There 
shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes."  In  1788  Virginia  ratined  Uie 
fifth  of  these  articles  of  compact  contained  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787;  but  said  nothing  about  any 
of  the  othec  articles. 

In  August,  1789,  the  form  of  government  having 
been  altered,  and  the  articles  of  confederatioii 
having  been  exchanged  for  our  present  coastitucion. 
Congress  passed  a  law  adapting  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  new  ^vemment. 

Having  thus^  sir,  in  a  very  cursory  manner,  ad- 
verted to  the  different  deeds  of  cession  and  the  acts 
of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  territory  so  ceded, 
I  will  proceed,  in  a  still  more  cursory  manner,  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  produced  a 
conviction  upon  my  mind  that  the  sixth  section  of 
this  immortal  ordinance,  upon  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  relies  as  his  authority  to 
impose  the  contemplated  res^iction  upon  the  State 
of  Missouri,  cannot,  and  wlU  not,  support  the 
knighty  fabric  which  has  been  attempted  to  be 
reared  upon  it.  I  contend  that  the  sixth  sectioa 
was  atitnorized  by  the  deeds  of  cession  by  which 
Congress  acquired  the  territory,  for  the  government 
of  whiqh  the  ordinance  was  passed ;  these  deeds 
having  embraced  no  condition  or  stipulation  to 
that  ^ect,  and  not  having  transferred  to  Congress 
any  power  for  that  purpose. 

It  was  unauthorized  oy  the  articles  of  confeder- 
ation, no  power  to  pass  any  such  restriction  hav- 
ing been  delegated  to  Congress  by  that  instrument ; 
and  all  powers  not  exwessly  delegated  being  re 
tained  to  the  people.  The  passing  of  this  restric- 
tion, therefore,  was  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of 
the  peofrfe  so  retained.  But,  by  way.  of  rendering 
this  part  of  the  ordinance  more  acceptable,  it  has 
been  called  a  compact  and  agreement.  A  strange 
compact  and  a^greement,  indeed!  I  had  al^ways 
supposed  that  it  required  at  least  two  parties  to 
enter  into  a  compact  or  agreement.  But,  in  the 
instance  under  consideration,  there  seems  to  have 
been  but  one  party.  It  was  a  compact  and  agree- 
ment made  between  Congress  and  themselves,  no 
other  party  consenting,  or  being  even  consulted,  in 
relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  this  important  re- 
striction; a  restriction  made  without  authority, 
and  one  violatory  of  the  equal  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  country. 
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But,  if  I  should  have  formed  erroneous  conclusiojis 
in  relation  to  this  ordinance — ^nay,  even  if  I  were 
to  admit  that  it  was  duly  authorized  and  properly 
made,  it  was  certainly  /oca/  in  its  rery  nature,  and 
confined  in  its  operations  to  the  territory  oJf  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  rirer  Ohio.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  whenever  it  has  b^en  necessary  to 
extend  its  provisions  to  territory  subsequently  ac- 
quired, it  has  always  been  by  a  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  for  that  purpose.    - 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
after  informii^  us  that  Ohio^  Indiana,  and  Illinois 
have  been  admitted  under  his  favorite  ordinance, 
triumphantly  asks—how  can  Missouri  comj^n  ? 
I  am  not  apprized  that  the  right  of  restriction^as 
contested  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  these 
States:  I  think  it  highly  probable  it  was  not. 
The  ordinance  of  1787  embraced  the  territory  of 
which  these  States  were  formed.    It  had  been  for 
a  long  time  acquiesced  in.    The  territory  had  been 
settled  under  the  in^pression  that  slavery  was  not 
to  be  tolerated,  and  the  restriction  contained  in 
the  ordinance  was,  as  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
territory,  of  no  importance  whatever.    In  relation 
to  Missouri  the  case  is  widely  different.    The  or- 
dinance of  1787  has  never  embraced  it;  it  has 
been  settled  by  slaveholders,  whose  manners,  cus- 
toms, and  habits,  are  not  only  familiarized  to  the 
toleration  of  slavery,  bat  for  whose  convenience  it 
has  become  somewnat  necessary,  and  to  whom  the 
General  Government  has  given  every  implied' as- 
surance that  there  would  he  no  attempt  to  inhibit 
slavery.    Louisiana,  a  part  of  the  territory  acqui- 
red by  the  same  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time,  has 
been  admitted  into  the  .Union  without  such  restric- 
tion.   An  act  of  Congress  passed  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Missouri  contains  no  such  restricticHi. 
Every  ;new  State  which  has  been  admitted  into 
the  Union,  (with  the  exception  of  those  fcwmed  of 
the  territory   northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
which  were  embraced  in  Uie  ordinance  of  1787,) 
have  been  admitted  without  such  restriction.    I 
would  remind  the  honorable  eentleman  that  Ver- 
mont, Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississip- 
pi, and  Alabama,  had  no  such  restriction  iiAposed 
upon  them  at  the  time  of  thett  admission  to  the 
federal  embrace.    I  would  then  ask  the  gentleman, 
sir,  whether  Missouri  may  not  well  complain  of 
the  attempt  to  impose  sucn  resection  at  this  late 
period?    I  think  she  well  may.    But  the  goitle- 
men  themselTea  seem  to  doubt  the  authority  of  the 
ordinance,  and  resort  to  the  Constitution. 

I  will  proceed,  sir,  to  an  examination  of  those 
parts  of  the  Constitution  from  which  gentlemen 
conceive  they  derive  the  authority  to  impose  the 
contemplated  restriction.  But,  bemre  I  do,  permit 
me  to  premise,  *'  that  the  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohib- 
ited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

In  approaching  the  Constitution  of  my  country, 
sir.  I  proceed  -wiui  a  kind  of  deferjential  awe :  it  is 
a  hallowed  instrument,  with  which  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  trust  myself. 

The  grant  of  powers  to  Conffress  by  the  Consti- 
tution, are  embraced  in  the  8tn  aection  of  the  1st 


article ;  by  which  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  re^^ate 
commerce,  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization, to  coin  money,  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  and  useful  arts,  to  constitute  tnbunals  in- 
ferior to  the  Supreme  Court,  to  declare  war,  &c. 
Among  the  powers  enumerated  in  this  section,  die 
one  contended  for  will  not  be  found.  But  the 
gentlemen  inform  us  that  the  power  is  derived  from 
the  9th  section  of  the  same  article,  or  from  the  3d 
section  of  the  4th  article ;  but  from  which  of  these 
sections  the  advocates  of  this  measure  have  not 
exacdy  agreed  among  themselves.  That  it  cannot 
be  denved  from  both,  I  presume,  must  be  admitted ; 
for  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  profound  in- 
telligence of  the  immortal  framers  of  tne  Constitu- 
tion to  suppose  that  they  would  have  employed 
two  distinct  sections  in  different  articles  of  tnat 
instrument,  to  convey  the  same  power.  And  this 
diyersity  of  opinion  amonp^  such  able  expositors  of 
the  Constitution,  renders  it  at  least  doubtful  whe- 
ther it  is  daivable  from  either  section. 

But  let  us  examine  the  sections  referred  to.  The 
9th  section  of  the  Ist  article  is  as  follows : 

*  The  migrsttoQ  or  im^rtstion  of  such  penons  as 
any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior 
to  the  year  1808  ;  bat  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
each  person." 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  any  section  of 
this  inimitable  instrument  should  have  been  so 
constructed  as  to  admit  even  of  doubtful  interpre- 
tation. It  is,  however,  a  proof  that  perfection  be- 
longs not  fx>  man,  but  is  an  attribute  of  the  Deity« 
The  instrument  under  consideration  is,  perhaps,  as 
perfect  as  man  could  make  it. 

The  gentlemen  who  rely  upon  this  section  con- 
tend that  tb^  power  impliedly  acknowled^  tore- 
side  in  Congress,  by  the  phraseology  of  this  section, 
to  ]»'Qhibit  the  mi|[ration  of  slaves,  is  sufficiently 
extensive  to  authorize  the  interdiction  of  capying 
staves  from  one  State  to  another  of  this  Union,  or 
from  the  States  to  the  Territories  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  and  that  Congnress  may  well  reg- 
ulate the  intercourse  between  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, in  this  regard,  and  totaljiy  prohibit  the 
"  migration"  of  slaves. 

On  first  turning  my  attention  to  this  subject, 
with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  an  opinion  upon 
the  section  under  consideration,  I  was  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  words  "  migration  and  im- 
portation" were  used  as  convertible;  that  they 
were  intended  to  have  the  same  interpretation :  and 
both  to  have  reference  to  the  introduction  of  slaves 
from  abroad:  for,  although  the  word  *<pers(ms" 
was  used,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  believing  slaves 
were  meant.  This,  construction  I  believed  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  word  "  mj|g;ra- 
tion"  is  entirely  dropped  in  the  latter  part  ofthc 
section,  and  the  word '^  suck"  is  made  to  refer  to 
the  persons  so  to  be  introduced ;  Conpess  being 
authorized  to  impose  a  tax  on  such  importation 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person.  But, 
on  tdore  mature  Teflection,  my  mind  came  to  the 
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coDclosion  that  the  words  were  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered separately ;  that  they  were  intended  to  have 
distinct  meanings^  and  eacn  to  be  employed  in  the 
peifonnance  of  a  particular  office.  I  was  the  more 
easily  led  to  this  conclusion  from  the  belief  that 
the  great  and  excellent  men  who  formed  oor  Ck>n- 
stitution,  would  not  haTe  employed  an  unnecessary 
jdiraseoloffy,  or  have  used  words  which  they  did 
not  intend  should  have  their  appropriate  signifi-  ' 


to  be  exercised  is  not  legitimately  derivable  from 
the  9th  section  of  the  fint  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion^ I  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  third 
section  of  the  4th  article,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  honorable  gentlemen  have  been  more  for- 
tunate in  th^  selection  of  this  section — ^from  whence 
to  derive  the  power  contended  far. 
The  section  is  as  follows : 

^'New    States  may  be  sdmitted  by  the   Congreti 
into  this  Union,  but  no  new  State  shall  he  form^  or 


cation.  ^  „     ,    

The  construction,  Aerefoce,  which  I  am  disposed  i  erected  wi^in  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  Sute ;  nor 
to  give  to  this  section  is — that  the  word  ^  importa-    any  State  be  Ibrmed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
tion,"  as  its  appropriate  meaning  would  indicate, 
loots  abroad  and  was  intended  to  einbrace  slaves 
brought  into  this  country  from  Africa  and  else- 


where by  water.  The  word  "migration"  was 
intended  to  emluace  such  as  should  be  brought  into 
the  United  States  by  land,  from  the  con^eUous 
territory  belonging  to  forei^  Powers.  F%r  it 
would  nave  been  idle  and  vam  to,  have  prohibited 
the  "  importation"  or  the  bringing  of  slaves  di- 
rectly into  our  ports — ^whilst  there  should  be  no 
interdiction  of  "  migration"  fron^  the  territory  of 
foreign  Powers  immediately  adjoining  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  must  l^e  recollected, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  this  country  was  bordered  in  different 
directions  bv  territory  belonging  to  other  nations. 
By  giving  tnis  construction  you  satisfy  the  full 
'  meaning  of  both  words.  And  this  without  in  the 
slightest  degree  touching  the  intercourse  between 
the  difllerent  members  ot  the  Federal  family — ^to 
authori2e  an  interference  with  which,  under  this 
section,  could  not  have  been  in  the  contonplation 
of  the  framers  of  the  'Constitution.  For  I  can 
scarcely  believe  that,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
it  was  antieii)ated  oy  a'ny  one,  that  the  period 
would  ever  arrive  when  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  undertake  to  restrain  the  "  mi- 
mtion"  of  the  inhabitaxTts  of  the  Union  from  one 
State  to  another— -or  (which  limounts  to  the  sarnie 
thing)  would  prevent  them  from  carrying  their 
property  with  them  when  they  did  migrate. 

But  fortunately  there  is  a  practical  commentary 
upon  this  subject.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  March,  1807,  in  passing  an  act  to  carry 
this  provision  of  ^e  Constitution  into  efRect,  or 
ra&er  in  the  exercise  of  a  ri^ht  impliedly  given  to 
them  by  this  clause — have  virtually  given  me  con- 
.  struction  for  which  I  contend.  They  prohibited 
the  importation  of  slaves  from  abroad  or  the  brings 
in^  of  them  into  the  United  States  from  the  do- 
minions of  any  foreign  State  immediately  adjoining 
the  United  States^  under  severe  penalties.  But  so 
far  from  attemptmg  to  prohibit  the  removing  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another^  they  have  by  the 
same  act  regulated  coastwise  the  manner  or  this 
intercourse.  So  far,  then,  as  the  experience  of 
Government  reflects  light  upon  this  subject,  its 
tendency  is  to  illumine  the  path  I  have  diken  in 
the  exposition  of  this  section  of  the  Constitution. 
And  suthouffh  I  would  not  pretend  that  we  are 
bound  by  what  our  predecessors  have  done  in  this 
regard,  yet  I  trust  the  force  of  a  good  example  will 
not  be  altogether  disregarded. 

Having,  as  I  ^ink,  shown  that  the  power  sought 


States,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  States  concerned,  at  well  a^  of  the 
CODgreott.*' 

*'  The  CoDgreaa  shall  hare  the  power  to  dispose  of, 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  reguUrtiona  respectmg 
the  terfitory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  And  nothing  in  this  CroaslitoCioii  aball  be  so 
construed  as  to  prajudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  particular  State/' 

By  the  first  clause  of  this  section.  We  perceive 
that  **  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  the  Union." 

In  the  construction  of  this  Clause  great  influence 
is  given  to  the  word  ^^may."  Congress  "may" 
admit  new  States.  And  it  is  contended  that  as 
Congress  may  do  this,  it  follows  as  a  necessary 
oonsequience  that  they  may  (ffescribe  the  terms 
upon  which  it  may  be  done. 

This,  I  thinkj  is  an  inference  not  fairly  deducible 
from  the  premises.  Because  you  have  a  right  to 
accept  or  reject  a  proposition  when  made  to  you, 
it  certainly  does  not  ioUow.  as  a  consequence,  diat 
you  huve  a  right  to  compd  the  person  who  made 
the  proposition  to  chanee  and  modify  it,  so  as  to 
rander  it  con^tible  wiUi  your  ideas -of  the  fitness 
of  things.  Your  power  is  folfiUed  when  you  have 
exercised  the  right  of  acceptance  or  rejection. 

Biesides,  I  presume,  the  construction  contended 
for  is  extendmg  the  use  of  the  word  '^may"  far 
beyond  what  was  oriffinaily  intended.  The  States 
contemplated  to  be  admitted,  I  take  it  for  granted, 
were  to  be  clothed  with  soverejf  n,  independent 
power^  having  all  the  rights,  privilegfes  and  immu- 
nities of  the  States  which  tnen  composed  the  fed- 
eral compact.  And  they  were  to  come  into  the 
Union  upon  equal  terms,  so  as  not  to  disgrace  the 
fair  hbtic  of  our  Government.  I  can  hardly  pre- 
sume that  they  were  to  be  manacled  and  dragged 
into  the  Union,  loaded, with  disgracdful  restrietions, 
having  a  tendency  to  make  them  loathe  their  con- 
dition. 

It  could  scarcely  have  been  intended  by  the 
fra/ners  of  the  Constitution  to  have  transferred  a 
power  to  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  which  they 
might  be  enabled  to  mock  the  feelings  and  trample 
upon  therights  of  any  portion  of  persons,  who,  from 
an  ardent  attachment  to  the  principles  of  Liberty, 
and  affectionate  regard  for  the  beautiful  struetureof 
our  Gk)vemment,  ^ould  seek  protection  under  its 
fbstering  wings. 

Had  such  power  been  intended  to  be  transferred 
to  Congress,  I  would  ask,  why  was  not  the  power 
"63^essly  delegated?"  What  prevented  the  in- 
sertion or  such  a  provision  in  the  Constitution  ? 
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It  would  haTe  occupied  but  Utile  time  to  have 
added,  after  the  word '^  Union,"  the  words.'^i^n 
such  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions  as  Congress 
may  deem  it  expedient  to  impose."  These,  or 
sinuliar  words,  not  haring  been  used,  the  power  is 
not  ^'expressly  delegated,'' in  the  language  of  the 
Constimtion. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  meaning  should  be 
given  to  the  word  '*  may,"  and  how  is  the  option 
which  it  is  admitted  Congress  possesses,  to  be  ex- 
ercised? The  answer  is  easv.  Congress  may 
choose  whether  they  will  acceae  to  the  proposition 
or  not.  Cooffress  may  exercise  the  right  of  judc^ 
ing  whether  tne  territory  is  in  a  state  of  preparra- 
ness  for  admission  into  the  Union.  Whether  she 
has  sofficienv  numbers  to  entitle  her  to  the  dignity 
of  a  State;  whether  it  is  consistent  with  the  gen- 
eral welfare  that  such  territorv  should  be  erected 
into  a  State  at  this  session,  or  ner  admission  into 
the  Uni(m.  be  postponed  to  a  more  distant  period. 
Or,  perhaps,  I  might  go  farther  and  say,  that  Con- 
gKss  iaay  exercise  a  right  oi  refusal  ^altogether, 
Uiough  I  think  such  ref^al  would  be  incompatible 
with  good  faith.  But,  I  repeat,  that  such  right  to 
admit  or  to  refuse  admission,  does  not  imply  a 
right  to  impose  terms  and  concUtions. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  section  which  authorizes 
Congress  to  jiake  all  needfiil  rules  and  regulations 
respecciiig  the  territc^  or  other  property  belong- 
ing  to  the  Uouted  Sttates,  I  should  hardly  nare  sup- 
ix^,  if  I  had  not  seen  otherwise,  that  it  would 
haTe  been  seriously  coiitended  that  this  claim  een- 
veyed  to  Congress  the  power  of  imposing  a  re- 
striction-upon  a  State  applying  for  admission  into 
the  Union.  The  words  of  the  section  appear  clearly, 
to  my  view,  to  hare  contemplated  only  a  tempo- 
rary uranffement  in  relation  to  the  territory  Mid 
property  of  the  United  States^  and  did  not  look  to 
an  mterfereace  with' State  rignts.^  Nothing  more, 
I  apm^end,  was  intended  by  this  section,  but  that 
the  Congre^  shoidd  be  auinorized  to  extend  the 
fostering  arm  of  Gk)yeniment  for  the  nrotection  of 
thoseinJanteatftblishments.  To  afford  mem  nurturcL 
ud  to  cherish  them  undlj  warmed  and  auiinatiw 
by  the  genial  infiueace  of  parental  care,  they  should 
have  erown  to  maturity,  and  shooid  bAve  become 
capaole  of- assuming  the  imposing  attitude  and 
dignity  of  States;  at  which  time  Congteos,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  other  claoae  of  the  section,  woe 
authorized  to  a^nit  them  into  the  Union,  and  the 
necessity  for  those  temporary  rulus  and  regulatioBS 
would  of  course  cease. 

Bat,  if  this  course  of  reasoning  shoidd  hy-some 
be  thought  iailaoious;  it  surely  bimooYes  the  advo- 
cates for  the  imposition  of  the  restriction  to  show 
that  the  inkibitmn  of  slavery  is  a  needfid  re^^ula- 
tion  f<«  the  territcHny  in  question.  As  far,  sir,  -as 
we  hre  led  by  the  lights  of  experience,  tlie  cevacae 
is  the  fitet.  Persons  who  inhabit  that  territory, 
and  who  eertainly  ought  to  be  esteemed  at  least  as 
capable  of  judging  of  this  matter  as  those  so  far 
removed,  inform  us  that  such  restrietioa  is  not 
needful,  and  that  they  teedesiroos  nmiesuchshould 
be  imposed-^widiinff  to  have  the  priviW^  of  reg- 
ukting  ^eir  internal  pdiee  as  in  their  judgment 
shall  ^t  promote  their  happiaess  and  wel&re ;  a 


privilege,  Mr.  Presi^t,  which  I  think; ought  to 
be  accorded  to  them.  Thus,  sir,  I  have  cursorily 
examined  the  other  section  of  the  Constitution, 
upon  which  gentlemen  rely ;  and  I  have  searched 
in  vain  for  the  grant  of  power  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion contemplated  by  the  amendment  on  your  table. 

I  cannot  but  remark,  air,  to  what  lengths  argu- 
ment might  be  carried,  predicated  upon  the  sup- 
position of  the  existence  of  the  power  on  thejpart 
of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  axu}  restrictions. 

If  vou  have  the  authority  to  impose  the  one  now 
sougnt  to  be  imposed,  mav  you  not'  impose  any 
other  ?  If  you  nave  a  rignt  to  inhihit  tne  intro- 
duction of  slaved  into  the  new  States,  you  have  a 
right  tp  inhibit  the  introduction  ot  any  other 
species  of  property.  *  And  you  may  go  a  step 
further,  and  prescribe  the  manner  m  which  the 
soil  shall  be  cultivated.  In  fine,  there  is  no  restric- 
tion or  condition  whatever^  wmch  may  not,  with 
equal  propriety,  be  imposed. 

Have  honomble-^ntlemen  reflected,  that,  if  we 
have  a  right  to  inhibit  slavery,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
soning, we  have  a  right  to  impose  it.  How  would 
the  good  people  of  the  District  of  Maine^  who  are 
now  applying  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  an 
independent  State,  feel,  if  Congress  were  to  make 
it  a  condition  of  their  aomission,'  that  slavery  should 
be  there  tolerated,  and  persons  migrating  thither 
might  carry  with  them  their  slaves,  and  exercise 
all  the  acts  of  owneraAiip  over  them  which  they 
were  wont  to  do  in  the  State  from  whence  they 
miffiated? 

f  imagine,  sir,  that  the  people  of  Maine  would 
begin  to  inquire  from  whence  Confess  derived 
the  power  to  impose  such  a  condition.  Th?y 
would  be  desirous  of  knowing,  sir,  from  what 
article  or  section  of  the  Constitution  Congress 
derived  the  power  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
affiurs  and  police  of  their  State.  And  I  much 
question,  sir,  whether  we  could  take  shelter  under 
the  vfrin^  of  the  Constitution,  from  the  imputa- 
tion which  would  be  cast  upon  us,  of  an  assump- 
tion of  uiiauthorized  power.  . 

But,  sir.  without  detaining  the  Senate  longer 
upon  this  oranch  of  the  subject,  I  will  proceed  to 
an  examination  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  hy  which  the  territory  of  Mi^ 
souri,  with  other  territory,  was  acquired.  And  in 
the  investigation  of  this  part  of  the  question,  I 
might  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument^  (and  for 
argument?8  sake  alone  could  it  he  admitted,)  the 
possession  by  Confess  of  the  power  contended  for, 
as  a  genemi  principle,  and  vet  might  suceesafuUv 
contend  ^at  they  are  forbid  the  exercise  of  such 
power  in  rdation  to  Missouri,  bj  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  this 
treaty  jHrovides  that  ^  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 

<  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 
'  the  Umted  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possi- 
^  ble,  according  to  the  principles  of  .the  F^eral 

<  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
'  advantages)  and  immumties,  of  citizens  of  the 

*  United  States;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they  shall 
'  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 

<  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 

*  they  profe 
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The  treaty  bears  daCe  the  30th  April,  1803,  and 
was,  no  deubt,  entered  into  with  good  faith  be- 
tween the  high  contracting  parties.  And  by  this 
treaty  it  will  be  seen  that  the  inhabitants  were  to 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union  i^  soon  as  possible, 
and  were  to  be  protected  in  the  free  enjo^ent  of 
their  property.  It  is  admitted,  or,  at  any  rate,  it  has 
not  been  denied,  that  slaves  constitut»l  a  part  of 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, and  of  which  the  United  States  guarantied 
the  free  enjoyment;  thus  recognising  the  existence 
of  slavery  m  the  territory  in  question. 

But  a  reference  to  the  acts  of  Government  in 
relation  to  this  territofy  will  be  Efficient  to  show 
what  construction  has  been  placed  upon  this  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty. 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  October,  1803, 
the  President  of  the  u  nited  States  'i&  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  the  territory  ceded  by  France  to 
the  United  States.    In  March,  1804,  an  act  is 

Sissed  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories, 
rleans  and  Louisiana,  and  providing  for  the 
temporary  govmiment  tn^eof.  And  by  the  10th 
section  of  this  act,  it  is  declared,  among  other 
thing[s,  not  %o  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  import 
or  bring  into  the  said  territory,  from  any  port  or 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  united  States,  any 
slave'  or  slaves,  except  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  removing  into  said  territory  for  actual  set- 
tlement, and  being,  at  the  time  of  such  removal, 
honaJUk  owner  of  such  slave  or  slaves.  Upon  this 
section.the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania has  placed  great  reliance,  and,  with  much 
confidence,  asserts  that  here  is  a  recognition,  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  of  a  right  to  inhioit  slavery 
in  the  territory  in  question ;  and  that  the  ameno- 
ment  which  ne  has  offered  seeks  to  do  nothing 
more  than  our  predecessors  have  done.  I  would 
remark,  however,  that  the  gentleman's  amendment 
goes  much  farther  than  even  the  act  of  Congress 
upon  which  he  relies  has  eone.  By  this  act,  per- 
sons who  wished  to  settle  in  Louisiana  might 
carry  with  them  their  slaves;  but^  by  (he  ^ntie- 
man's  amendment,  the  farther  introduction  of 
slaves  into  Missouri  is  to  be  irrevocably  prohibited; 
80  that,  if  an  owner  of  slaves  were  to  migrate  to 
Missouri,  he  could  not  carry  with  him  this  species 
of  property. 

Without  attempting  to  give  any  positive  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  I  think  it  not  improbable  that, 
it  the  question  had  ever  been  properly  brought  be- 
fore the  Judiciary,  this  prohibitory  section  would 
have  be«i  declared  unconstitutional,  and  conse- 
queiitlY  void.  It  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to 
show  tnat  the  Congress  themselves  considered  they 
had  gone  a  step  too  far  in  relation  to  this  inhibition. 
They  very  soon  became  apprized  of  the  error  into 
which  they  had  fallen,  and  embraced  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  correcting  it.  At  the  very  next 
session,  in  1805,  in  an  act  further  providing  for 
the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  it  is 
enacted  that  the  6th  article  ot  compact  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  ([which  prohibits  slavery,)  shall 
not  extend  to,  bat  is  excluded  from  all  operation 
within,  the  Territory  of  Orieans.  And  tne  laws 
which  were  then  in  force  m  the  said  territory, 


not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  vrere  to  continue. 
Bv  this  act  of  1805,  the  10th  section  of  the  act 
of  1804  was  virtually  repealed.  And  I  understand 
it  was  the  constant  practice,  after  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  1805,  to  import  slaves  into  Orleans, 
until  the  year  1808,  when  Congress,  in  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  prohibited  such  importation. 

In  the  same  year,  (1805,)  Congress  also  passed 
an  act  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  in  vniich  there  was  no  inhibition  of 
slavery. 

The  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  the  name  of  Lou- 
isiana, is  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  in  1812,  without  the  restriction  in 
relation  to  da  very. 

In  the  same  year,  (1812,)  the  name  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana  is  changed  to  that  of  Missouri ; 
and  an  act  is  passed  for  its  government,  in  which 
there  is  no  restriction  respecting  slavery.  From 
these  different  acts  of  Congress,  sir,  I  think  persons 
who  purchased  lands  in  Missouri  mifht  well  have 
calculated  that,  at  any  future  period,  it  would  be 
competent  for  them  to  settle  those  lands,  and  cul- 
tivate them  with  slaves.  I  might  be  permitted  to 
ask,  sir,  would  not  the  imposition  of  the  restriction 
nowy  even  admitting  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  it,  be  manifestly  unjust.'  The  State  of 
Xx>uisiana,  a  part  of  the  same  territory,  acquired 
at  the  same  time,  is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
riffhts  of  property  in  slaves.  By  what  principle 
of  equal  justice  will  yon  deny  to  Missouri  the 
same  privilege?  Mr.  President,  it  should  be  the 
pride  of  Con^^ress  to  mete  out  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  various  sections  of  this  vast  Republic,  equal 
and  impartial  justice.  ~  Let  no  one  section  have 
Just  cause  of  complaint  The  difference  sought  to 
be  made  between  the  inhalxtants,  of  even  the  same 
territory,  is  too  apparent  not  to  be  perceived.  It 
will  lon^  be  remembered,  I  fear,  by  the  peoj^e  of 
Missouri,  and  cannot  certainly  be  expected  to  in- 
crease tneir  attachment  for  the  Federal  €rov- 
emment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  words  of  the  treaty  itsdf 
are  sufficiently  comprdiensive  for  all  the  purposes 
of  this  ari^ument  They  are  broad  and  latitudi- 
nary  in  their  extent  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  are  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  They  are  not  to  be  restrained,  but  are  to 
be  left  free  to  choose  for  themselves,  what  portion  of 
these  privileges  they  will  enjoy.  Restrain  them, 
then,  m  the  enjoyment  of  any  essential  right,  and 
you  Tioiate  the  provisions  of  this  treaty.  If  an 
inhabitant  of  Missouri  can  point  to  an  inhabitant 
of  another  Stat&  and  with  jvopriety  say,  that  such 
individual  is  in  tne  enjo3paient  of  rignts  which  Con- 
gress* have  denied  to  him,  he  may  well  complain 
that  the  treaty  has  been  violated.  To  illustrate 
this  position :  if  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  should 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  sUveholding  States,  and  see 
the  inhabitants  of  those  States  exercising  acts  of 
ownership  over  a  description  of  property  which 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  denied  to 
them  the  privilege  of  owniiig.  well  might  those  of 
Missouri  complun  of  a  violadon  of  good  ^ith, 
and  of  an  infringement  of  those  ri^ts  which 
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-were  gfoarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  cessioii. 
But,  admitting,  sir,  that  we  possessed  the  right 
to  impose  the  restriction  now  sought  to  be  imposed 
upon  Missouri,  would  it  comport  with  the  mag- 
nanimity of  Congress  to  impose  it  1  And  is  not 
the  policy  of  doing  so  at  least  questionable  ?  I 
would,  ask  sir.  who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  it  1 
The  free  neonle  of  Missouri.  They  tell  you  that 
you  mistake  tneir  true  interest,  if  yon  suppose  you 
are  doine  them  a  service  bv  this  means.  Is  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  free  population  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States  ?  They  beg  you  not  to  be  concerned 
on  their  account ;  they  do  not  consider  that  restric- 
tion at  all  necessary,  nor  can  thev  perceiye  that 
their  happiness  will  be  promoted  by  such  a  mea- 
sure. It  IS  the  skiTes,  then,  whose  condition  is  to 
be  ameliorated  by  the  imposition  of  such  restric- 
tion. The  principles  of  humanity  and  beneTo- 
lence  are  to  be  promoted  by  the  measures  Are 
we  certain  of  this  ?  Will  the  confinement  of  the 
skves  within  circumscribed  and  narrow  limits 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  their  comforts  and 
promote  their  happiness  ?  Is  not  the  experiment  a 
doubtful  and  somewhat  dangerous  one'r  May  we 
not  deteriorate  the  condition  of  the  whites  m  a 
greater  degree  that  we  shall  ameliorate  that  of  the 
mdis  7  I  presume,  sir,  the  greatest  philanthropist 
among  us  would,  at  least,  doubt  upon  the  subject. 
A  question,  then,  of  such  doubtful  policy  ougnt  to 
be  abandoned.  I  am  at  a  loss  even  to  conjecture 
what  difierence  it  can  make  on  the  score  of  hu- 
manity and  benevolence,  whether  the  same  peraoh 
is  hela  to  service  in  Georgia  or  Missouri.  It  is  not 
contemplated  by  those  who  oppose  the  amend- 
ment on  your  table  to  increase  the  number  of  slaves. 
It  is  not  contemplated  to  rivet  the  chains  of  sla- 
very around  the  neck  of  a  single  individual  who 
is  now  free,  or  to  bring  any  slaves-  into  this  coun- 
try from  foreign  States.  They  desire,  however, 
tbat  the  States  should  be  left  free  to  reflate  the 
intercourse  among  themselves  in  relation  to  this 
species  of  property,  already  among  them.  I  think  • 
every  principle  ot  policy  forbids  the  interference, 
on  the  part  of  Consress,  with  the  internal  policy 
of  the  States.  Couisions  between  the  States  and 
the  Federal  Giovemment  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  unhappy  consequences — such  as  no  patriot 
would  be  willing  to  see,  and  which,  I  am  sure, 
the  honoraUe  gentlemen  who  advocate  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  deprecate  as  much  as  any 
other  members  of  this  assembly. 

I  think,  Mr.  President,  honorable  gentlemen 
have  received  erroneous  impressions  in  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  slaves  in  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  slavery  is  tolerated.  These  people, 
sir,  are  hx  from  being  in  that  stat^  of  intolerable 
▼asaalage  which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  believe. 
Persons  at  a  distance  cannot  possibly  judge  cor- 
rectly of  their  condition.  They  hear  the  term 
slave,  and  their  ima^nations  accompany  it  with 
nakedness,  hunger,' with  the  lash,  the  chain,  and  a 
destitution  of  every  comfort.  Nothing  can  be  more 
foreign  from  the  true  condition  of  the  slaves.  As 
far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  they  are  well  clothed, 
well  fed,  and  treat^  with  kindness  and  humanity. 
They  are  cheerful  and  apparently  happy. 


But,  sir,  we  are  not  now  legislating  upon  the 
question  whether  slavery  is  to  be  tolerated  or  not. 
If  we  were,  perhaps  there  would  not  be  such  a  di- 
versity of  opinion.  The  period  has  long  since 
p^issed  by  when  that  question  was  in  order.  The 
evil,  if  it  be  one,  already  exists.  It  has  taken  deep 
root  in  our  soil,  and  I  know  of  no  means  of  extir- 
pating it  As  the  poison  cannot  be  entirely  destroy* 
ed,  then,  the  political  physician  would  recom- 
mend that  it  should  be  scattered  and  disseminated 
through  the  system,  so  as  to  lose  its  efiects.  The 
more  widely,  tnen,  this  evil  is  diffused^  (paradoxical 
as  it  may  seem,)  the  less  fatal  will  be  its  efiects.  If 
this  description  of  people  should  ever  do  us  harm,^ 
it  will  be  oy  their  dense  population :  when  they 
can  act  in  concert  at  short  notice.  But,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, this  is  a  topic  too  delicate  to  touch ;  it  is 
one  upon  which  I  forbear  to  enlarge. 

Honorable  gentlemen,  arming  tnis  as  an  origi- 
nal question  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  tell  usl 
very  emphatically,  that  slavery  is  too  great  ah  evil 
to  be  tolerated.  Suppose  we  should  entertain  the 
opinion  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  people  of 
Missouri  should  think  differently,  shall  we  take 
upon  ourselves  to  judge  for  them  what  is  iHost  for 
their  advantage  7  Shall  we  deny  them  the  ri^ht 
of  opinion  ?  Is  this  compatible  with  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  our  free  Constitution  ?  Are  these  the 
sentiiQents  of  gentlemen  who  abhor  slavery?  I 
had  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  the  pride  of  opin- 
ion was  the  American's  boast.  I  had  fondly  hoped 
that  the  old  doctrine  of  saving  the  people  from 
their  worst  enemy,  themselves,  luid  been  long  since 
exploded ;  and  •  tnat  one  much  more  congenial 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government  had  been 
substituted.  I  had  thought,  that,  as  the  people 
were  the  source  of  all  power,  they  might  be  per- 
mitted to  judge  for  themselves  in  all  original  and 
important  ({uestions  in  which  their  welfare  was 
materially  mvolved.  I  must  contend  then,  sir, 
that  whether  slavery  is  really  an  evil  or  not,  is  a 
matter  for  the  people  of  Missouri  to  determine  for 
themselves,  and  not  Congress  fbr  them.  If  it  is 
an  evil,  and  they  choose  to  hug  it  to  their  bosoms, 
and  to  enfold  it  in  their  fond  embrace,  does  it  per- 
tain to  Congress  to  deny  them  the  privilege? 
Shall  we  take  from  them  the  ri^ht  of  judging  for 
theifnselves  upon  a  subject  so  intimately  connected 
with  their  welfare?  .Will  those  who  inveigh  so 
bitterly  against  the  slavery  of  the  blacks  make 
slaves  of  the  white  people  of  Missouri,  and  rivet 
chains  about  their  necks?  Shall  an  American 
Congress,  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  the  only  free 
Constitution  upon  earth,  unmindful  of  the  bless- 
ings which  they  themselves  enjoy,  undertake  to 
impose  a  ^vernment  upon  a  portion  of  their  citi- 
zens, against  their  wiU,  and  to  restrain  them  in 
the  exercise  of  rights  enjoyed  by  others?  Such  a 
course  of  conduct  might  do  well  for  a  despot  of 
Burope.  Such  a  procedure  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a  Bonaparte,  in  the  meridian  of  his 
splendid  career  of  conquest.  *  But  for  the  meek-eyed 
sons  of  a  Republic  to  attempt  such  a  tiling,  I  must 
confess,  Mr.  President,  has  excited  my  astonish- 
ment and  regret. 
These  people  are  either  capable  of  self-govern* 
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ment,  or  they  are  not.  If  the  fonaer,  permit  them 
to  frame  a  constitution  for  themselves,  restrained 
only  by  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  Federal 
Constitution — that  it  shall  have  a  Republican 
form.  Let  us  graiit  to  them  the  boon  of  self-gov- 
ernment^ without  alloy.  But  if  they  should  be 
^eeihed  incapable  of  self-government,  let  Congress, 
in  tender  commiseration  for  their  unfortunate  con- 
dition, continue  "to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations,"  which  may  be  essential  for  their  com- 
fort and  protection.  But  can  it  be  expected  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  the  hardy  sons  of  the  West, 
will  tamely  submit  to  such  a  degradation — ^to  such 
a  pal^bie  infringement  of  their  rights  1  Will  they 
suomit  to  be  told  that  they  are  incapable  of  think- 
ing and  acting  for  themselves;  that  thfy  are  inca- 
pable of  appreciating  the  advsmtages,  or  of  avoid- 
ing^ the  evus  of  slavery? 

Su<^h  submission  and  humiliation,  sir,  might  be 
expected  from  the  slaves  of  an  eastern  despot,  whose 
souls,  enfettered  and  enchained  bv  arbitrary  power, 
had  oecome  so  fallen,  so  deficraaed,  and  debased, 
that  they  were  incapable  of  the  exercise  of  mftnly 
feelings.  But  to  expect  such  submission  from  the 
free-bom  sons  of  America,  upon  whose  birth  the 
genius  of  liberty  smiled,  who  have  been  nursed  in 
the  lap  of  independence,  and  grown,  to  manhood, 
warmed  and  animated  b^  the  genial  influence  of 
our  happy  Constitution,  is  to  expect  that  which 
reason  and  nature  forbid.  'Tis  to  expect  from  free- 
men the  conduct  of  slaves. 

Mr.  President,  unless  these  men  are  composed  of 
different  materials  from  what  I  presume  they  are, 
I  fear — much  do  I  fear — that  the  imposition  of  re- 
strictions, or  the  refusal  to  admit  them  uncondi- 
tionally into  the  Union,  will  excite  a  tempest, 
whose  fury  will  not  be  easily  allayed.  It  is,  per- 
haps, wrong  to  predict  or  anticipate  evil,  but  he 
most  be  hMly  acquainted  with  the  signs  of  the 
times,  who  does  not  perceive  a  storm  portending; 
and  cdlous  to  all  the  £ner  feelings  of  nature  must 
he  be,  who  does  not  dread  the  bursting  of  that 
storm. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  but  imagine  to  myself 
intestine  feuds,  civil  wars,  and  all  the  black  cata- 
lo^e  of  evils  consequent  upon  such  a  state  of 
things.  I  behold  the  father  armed  against  the  son, 
and  the  son  a^iainst  the  father.  I  perceive  a  bro- 
ther's sword  crimsoned  with  a  brother's  blood.  I 
perceive  our  houses  .wrapt  in  flames,  and  our  wives 
and  infant  children  driven  from  their  homes,  forced 
to  submit  to  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,  with 
no  other  sh^ter  out  the  canopy  of  heaven ;  with 
nothing  to  sustain  them  but  the  cold  charity  of  an 
unfeelmg  world.  I  trust  in  God,  that  this  creature 
of  the  imagination  may  never  be  realised.  But  if 
Congress  persist  in  the  determination  to  impose 
the  restriction  contemplated,  I  fear  there  is  too 
much  cause  to  apprehend,  that  consequences  fatal 
to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this  Union  will  be 
the  inevitable  result. 

When  Mr.  Walker  had  concluded — > 
.    Mr.  Mellen  rose  and  said :  I  rise,  Mr.  President, 
to  express  my  s^timents  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration,  with  a  deep  conviction  of  its  im- 
portance, in  regard  to  the  fasting  welfare  and  liap- 


piness  of  our  country.  I  ai^oach  the  questions 
with  respectfulness ;  aiming  at  nothing  bevond 
plainness  and  simplicity.  On  this  occasion,  1  am 
not  disposed,  were  I  able,  "  to  rather  and  distribute 
the  flowers  of  rhetoric,"  notwiuistandhi  g  the  happy 
example  which  I  have  this  morning  witnessed. 

I  am  not  vain  enough  to  believe  that  I  can  shed 
new  light  upon  a  question  which  has  been  so  learn- 
edly and  elaborately  investigated  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress  on  a  former  occasion,  and  has  recently 
empfoyed  the  talents  of  respected  individuals  in  dii- 
ferent  parts  of  the  Union.  I  am  sure,  sir,  if  the 
subject  has  not  already  been  exhausted,  the  distin- 
guished powers  of  intellect  wiiich  will  be  ex^ed 
auring[  the  present  discussion  will  com|^et^y  ex- 
haust it.  Still  it  is  my  duty  and  my  pride  frankly 
to  express  my  own,  as  well  as  the  feelings  and 
opinion  of  the  State  I  represent ;  and  I  cannot  de- 
cline it,  nor  consent  to  give  my  silent  si^poit  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  '  Pennsylvania.  Notwithstanding  some  re* 
marks  which  have  been  made  by  those  who  have 
preceded  me,  I  can  assure  those  with  whom  I  may 
difler  in  opinion,  that,  for  one,  I  am  the  firm  fnend 
of  harmony  and  peace ;  and  as  I  am  not  conscious 
of  any  hostilitv  of  feeling,  no  such  hostility  will  be 
shown ;  no  otner  language  but  that  of  truth  and 
independence  can  be  necessary  or  proper.  With 
these  motives,  dispositions,  and  prmci|des,  I  will 
pursue  the  path  of  duty. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that,  in  rdation  to  the  subject 
before  us,  an  unusual  and  alarming  degree  of  ex- 
citement exists  in  the  public  mind;  that  the. com- 
munity is  in  a  state  of  threatening  agitation ;  and 
we  have  been  repeatedly  admonished,  and  in  very 
intelligible  terms  too,  to  extend  our  view  to  con- 
sequences.   Without  at  present  considering  those 
consequences  which  have  been  named,  permit  me, 
Mr.  President,  to  inquire,  ^<  in  what  this  excitement 
consists  ?"  and  what  are  the  jproofs  of  it  ?    I  believe 
there  is  an  opinion  on  this  mteresting  subject ;  an 
opinion  deep  and  strong,  and  expressed,  in  various 
places  and  on  various  occasions,  in  eo3|>hatic  lan- 
guage, but  in  a  manner  as  calm  as  it  is  firm. 
Among  the  friends  of  the  proposed  restriction,  I 
have  never  heard  of  any  oikex  excitement    Surely 
it  does  not  appear  withm  these  waUs ;  nothing  can 
be  more  cool  and  dispassionate  than  our  discusaon 
thus  far :  no  other  warmth  is  displayed  than  that 
which  is  naturally  produced  by  inteUectual  exer- 
tion.   Sir^if  the  agitations  of  the  community  could 
be  heard  from  our  windows,  they  ou^ht  not  to  dis- 
turb the  calm  of  this  halldwed  haUoflegislation,  or 
S'oduce  an  undue  effect  upon  our  deliberations, 
ut,  sir,  if  we  look  abroacL  do  we  see  any  thiae 
more  than  the<exciteinent  wnidi  I  have  described? 
It  is  true,  there  is  a  lamented  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  important  question — ^the  further  extension 
of  slavery.    A  portion  of  the  oommuaity  believe 
that  Congress  have  no  Constitutional  authority  to 
interdict  this  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new  States 
to  be  formed  west  of  the- Mississippi;  and  that,  if 
they  had,  it  would  be  unwise  and  unjust  to  exer- 
cise the  authority.    Another  portion  of  the  com- 
munity firmly  beUeve  that  Congress  do  possess  this 
authority,  and  that  they  are  under  the  obligations 
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of  duty  to  exercise  it  j  and  that  its  exercise  would 
produce  lasting  and  extensive  blessings.  This  oiHnr 
ion,  I  have  beiore  observed,  is  deep  and  strong ;  but 
the  only  proof  of  it  is  contained  m  arguments  and 
statements  which  have  issued  from  the  press,  or  in 
the  language  of  respectful  resolutions  or  memorials, 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  us  for  our  consid- 
eration, expressive  of  the  opinions  of  leaisiatures 
or  large  and  respectable  bodies  of  our  fiulow-citi- 
zens.  If  any  otner  proof  of  unusual  and  alarming 
excitement  can  be  found,  it  is  not  among  those 
who  advocate  the  proposed  amendment.  Why, 
then,  Mr.  President,  is  the  question  to  be  prejudj- 
ced  by  allusions  to  circumstances  which  nave  no 
existence '  but  in  imagination ;  and  why  should 
there  be  an  attempt  to  divert  us  from  our  object, 
by  these  collateral  considerations  ?  But,  sir,  we 
have  been  a^in  and  asain  cautioned,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  terrifying  prophecy,  to  pause  and  consider 
before  it  may  oe  too  late.  We  are  toldj  that  if  the 
friends  of.  the  amendment  should  obtain  their  ob- 
ject, and  succeed  in  excluding  slavery  from  Mis- 
souri, and  in  maintaining  a  principle  that  will  ex- 
clude it  from  the  extensive  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  sectionar  jealousies  and  animosities 
will  be  tne  immediate  consequence ;  the  harmony 
of  our  great  and  happy  family  will  be  destroyed : 
commotion  and  civil  war  may  next  present  their 
horrors,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  may  b^  the 
fatal  result.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  dreadful  ci^-* 
logue  of  evUs ;  the  prospect  is  dark  and  melan- 
choly. But,  Mr.  president.  I  believe  better  things 
of  my  feUow-citizens.  I  nave  better  hopes  and 
brighter  views ;  the  bands  which  unite  us  are  not 
soeasUy  to  be  broken;  we  are  a  great,  prosper- 
ous, and  happy  people :  heaven  has  wowered  upon 
us  ten  thousand  blessings,  whicl^  demand  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgments.  We  are  becoming  more 
assimilated  as  our  intercourse  increases :  our  social 
attachments  are  daily  stren^kened  as  our  com- 
mercial connexions  are  multiplied.  Apd  shall  all 
these  blessings  be  put  in  jeopardy,  or  destroyed; 
and  all  these  liopes  and  promises  of  our  country  be 
thrown  away,  because  Congress  may  feel  it  their 
duty  to  cherish,  the  spirit  of  liberty. in  its  best  estate, 
in  IVIissouri.  and  exclude  from  tnence  a  principle 
which  would  impair  her  health  and  beauty  ?  No, 
sir ;  I  can  never  dream  of  such  consequences  as 
these,  in  this  land  of  good  feelines  and  good  sense. 
We  must  decide  the  question  beiore  us^  one  way  or 
the  other,  as  our  sense  of  duty  may  durect;  and  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that,  in  this  case  as  well  as  in  all 
others,  our  habitual  respect  for  the  laws  and  the 
principles  by  which  our  rights  are  seoured,  will 
lead  ^  to  a  ready  acquiescence  in  the  decision 
which  may  be  made.  On  this  occasion,  we  can- 
not pursue  a  safer  course  than  to  act  under  the  in- 
fluence and  guidance  of  that  excellent  nde--*^^  Do 
right,  and  let  heaven  answer  fpr  the  rest" 

In  the  present  discussion,  two  questions  are  nat- 
urally presented  for  our  consideration : 

1.  ms  Congress  a  right  to  impose  die  restriction 
contained  in  the  proposed  amendment ;  and) 

2.  k  it  expedient,  in  existing  circumstances,  so 
to  do,  if  they  have  such  a  rjight  ? 

In  considering  the  first  question,  principles  con- 


tained in  the  Consiitution,  inferences  drawn  from 
the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  and  the  adoption 
of  many  of  its  provisions,  the  construction  of  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  some  acts  of 
Congress,  will  require  particular  examination.  The 
Constitution  of  the  united  States  declares,  that 
"  the  Congress  shall  have  po>yer  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  ana  regulations  respecting, 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States.''  Here, 
a  general  superintending  power  is  given :  a  power 
necessary  in  the  very  nature  of  the  thing;  and, 
by  virtue  of  this  power,  territorial  governments 
were  long  since  establisned  over  those  p(»'tions 
of  the  country  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  any  of  the  States;  and  such  governments 
have  been  continued  until  the  territory  became  a 
State,  and  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  Missouri 
is  now  enjoying  protection  and  numerous  rights 
and  privileges  under  such  a  government.  In  re* 
gard  to  this  territory.  Congress  have  heretofore  es- 
tablished rules  ana  reffulations,  which  they  then 
considered  needful  and  proper ;  and  thouen  they 
did  not  then  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery, 
(and  it  is  a  great  misfortune  that  they  did  not,) 
still  it  is  admitted  that  they  might  have  established 
such  prohibition.  Indeea^  Congress  may  b^tow 
on  the  territories  what  political  powers  they  think 
proper,  subject  to  such  limitations  as  they  deem 
reasonable.  The  power  of  Congressover  territories 
will  be  seen  to  be  an  important  one,  when  taken 
in  connexion  with  another  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  authorizes  Congress  to  admit  new. 
States  into  the  Union.  But,  before  considering 
this  power,  I  beg  leave,  sir,  to  notice  another  clause. 
It  is  declared  in  these  words,  "  the  miffration  or 
^  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 


^808."  According  to  ordinary 
tion.  this  prohibition  seems  to  imply,  that,  had  it 
not  been  inserted,  Congiress  might  prohibit  before 
that  period ;  it  operates  as  a  suspension  of  a  pre- 
existinff  power,  else  why  was  it  so  carefully  in- 
serted f  j3ut  even  this  prohibition  was  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  the  States  then  existing;.- much 
less  can  it  be  considered  as  having  rderence  to 
States  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  a  country  which 
it  was  not  then  contemplated  would  ever  oe  6urs. 
There  seems  to  be  nothing  equivocal  in  the  mean* 
ing  of  the  term  "  importation."  To  tfa«  honor  of 
the  United  States,  Congress,  as  soon  as  their  -au- 
thority commenced,  proceeded '  to  enact  laws  to 
prevent  this  importation.  But,  it  is  urged  that 
the  word  ''migration,"  is  either  synonymous  with 
'*  importation,'^  or  els^  jthat  it  was  used  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  mean  the  introduc- 
tion of  slaves,  by  land,  from  the  territories  belong- 
ing to  a  foreign  Power.  Without  attempting  to 
be  over-critical,  I  consider  the  term  "mimtion'* 
to  signify  a  removal  from  place  to  place ;  out  it  is 
not  readily  perceived  by  what  authority  such  re- 
moval miist  necessarily  be  from  a  place  in  a  foreicn 
ta-ritory  to  a  place  in  the  United  States*  In  the 
connexion  in  which  it  stands,  it  seems  to  indicate  a 
removal  from  one  State  to  another ;  because  men^ 
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tion  is  made  of  the  consent  of  the  State  to  which 
such  migration  is  intended.  Another  reason  for 
this  construction)  is  derired  from  this  considera- 
tion, viz.,  that  the  word  '^  imjAortation"  is  appro* 
priate  to  an  introduction  bv  land  as  well  as  by 
water ;  this  will  appear  evident,  by  a  recurrence 
to  several  acts  of  uongress  passed  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  restrictive  system,  prohibiting  im- 
portation of  English  merchandise.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  Congress  are  at  liberty  to  prevent 
the  migration  of  slaves,  by  virtue  of  the  two  clauses 
of  the  Constitution  before  recited,  into  Missouri, 
whether  as  a  territory  or  State.  To  show  that  this 
conclusion  is  not  drawn  without  authoritv,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  Senate  to  the  act  of  (Jonffress 
establishing  a  government  for  the  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, passed  soon  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 
In  this  act  we  have  a  legislative  construction  of 
the  word  ^^  migration,"  in  that  clause  of  the  act 
which  prohibits  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  ''  into 
<  the  territory  from  any  place  in  the  United  States, 
'  except  by  a  citizen  removing  into  the  territory 
'  for  actual  settlement,  and  being,  at  the  time  of 
'  such  removal,  the  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slaves." 
Here^  iu  certain  circumstances, "  migration"  is  ex- 
pressly forbidden. '  And  until  very  lately,  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned. Still,  sir,  I  place  less  reliance  on  the  forego- 
ing construction  than  on  some  other  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  which  I  shall  presently  examine. 

It  is  contended  that  the  friends  of  the  proposed 
restriction  are  urging  a  measure  novel  in  its  nature, 
and  in  hostility  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
the  tendency  of  which  is  to  prejudice  existing 
rights,  and  disturb  that  system  oi  powers  and  priv- 
ileges which  was  arranged  by  the  framers  or  the 
Constitution,  by  mutual  concession.  I  reply  to 
this,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment avoids  this  objection,  by  only  prohibiting  the 
fbrther  introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri ;  leav- 
ing those  slaves  who  are  already  there,  undisturbed, 
and  not  attempting  to  invade  property  or  endanger 
vested  rights.  But  further,  let  it  never  be  forgot- 
ten, that  the  Constitution  of  the  United^  States  was 
formed  by  the  thirteen  States,  then  existing,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  States,  and  those  which  might 
afterwards  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  com- 
posed of  portions  of  the  territory  then  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  On  this  basis,  and  with  these 
views,  all  those  arrangements  were  made  in  regard 
to  the  toleration  of  slavery.  The  principle  of  rep- 
resentation^  as  founded  on  slave  population,  and 
the  equal  right  of  State  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate— ^there  is  no  question  that  all  these  arrange- 
ments were  made  under  the  influence  of  a  pacific 
and  conciliating  disposition. 

I  trust  and  bdieve,  sir,  that  no  man  in  the  Union 
wishes  to  violate  the  sacredness  of  the  compact ; 
and,  with  irreverence  to  the  Constitution,  put  in 
jeopardy  any  of  those  rights  or  principles  which 
it  was  mtended  to  preserve  inviolate.  But  what 
was  it  intended  to  guard?  The  history  of  its  for- 
mation answers  the  question:  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, great  and  invaluable,  of  the  '^high  contract- 
ing parties" — ^the  rights  of  those  who  were  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.    The  vast 


wilderness  beyond  the  Mistissippi  formed  no  part 
of  the  country  for  whom  the  great  men  of  our 
nation  were  then  preparing  a  Constitution.  Look 
back  to  that  day,  ana  facts  will  teach  us  how  to 
understand  that  great  instrument.  All  compacts 
are  to  be  construed  according  to  their  subject-mat- 
ter— ^in  reference  to  the  state  of  things  to  which 
they  relate.  When  the  object  in  view  is  ascer- 
tained and  duly  Considered,  it  guides  us  nfely  to 
the  sure  mode  of  expounding  it.  But  since  we 
united  under  our  present  Constitution  a  new  event 
has  taken  place :  the  annexation  of  the  Western 
world  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  States. 
Missouri,  a  part  of  thb  new  territory,  now  prays 
to  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union.  This 
seems  to  me,  sir,  to  present  a  new  Question  in  some 
respects — a  question  respecting  which  certain  re- 
strictions in  the  Constitution  are  applicaUe;  a 
question  about  which  Congress  are  at  liberty  to 
legislate  as  they  think  just  and  proper ;  unrestrain- 
ea  either  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
respecting  slavery,  and  the  rights  founded  on  or 
incident  to  it.  The  present  case  stands  on  ground 
entirely  different  from  that  of  the  new  States 
which  have  been  formed  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  need  not,  sir,  particularly  recite  the  principles  of 
the  ordinance  of  1817 — ^my  honorable  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  has  been  particular  on  this  head.  By 
this  ordinance  slavery  was  forbidden  in  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois — or  rather  in  the  territory  out 
of  which  these  States  were  formed;  of  course 
slavery  was  interdicted  in  those  States  when  they 
were  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  case  was  dif- 
ferent with  resard  to  Kentucky,  Tennessee^  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Alabama ;  they  were  formed  of  parts 
of  siaveholding  States,  and  by  compact  Congress 
had  no  authority  to  interdict  slavery  in  them,  and 
of  course  it  is  not  interdicted.  Missouri  stands  on 
different  ground.  Can  Congress  interdict  the  fur- 
dier  introduction  of  slavery  here  ?  I  rejoice,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  firm  belief  that  they  have  author- 
ity so  to  do. 

By  the  Constitution  it  is  provided  that  Congress 
may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union — may  admit 
them.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that  Congress  is  not 
bound  to  admit  any.  Congress  must  have  the 
power  of  deciding;  they  may  refuse,  and  many 
cases  may  be  imagined  in  which  it  would  be  fool- 
ish in  Congress  to  refuse.  They  may  now  refuse 
to  admit  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  a  part  of  the 
old  territory  of  the  United  States;  a  fortiori,  they 
may  for  good  cause  refuse  to  admit  a  State  com- 
posed of  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  purchase.  In  fact 
It  is  explicitly  admitted  in  argument,  that  Congress 
has  a  discretionary  power,  to  admit,  er  refuse  to 
admit  a  State  into  tne  Union.  They  are  now  ex- 
ercising this  discretion  as  to  Maine.  We  must 
presume  that  Congress  will  not  abuse  this  discre- 
tion, but  act  with  mtegrity  and  intelligence.  Con- 
gress may  borrow  money ;  may  declare  war ;  may 
pass  a  law  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  but  they  will  not  exercise  either  of  these 
powers,  (except  when  the  public  good  may  require 
It.  If  Congress  could  not  refuse  the  admission  of 
a  State,  the  application  would  be  no  more  than  a 
form,  and  little  better  than  a  farce. 
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But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  the  Congress  have  the 

g)wer  to  postpone  or  refuse  the  admission  of  a 
tate  into  the  Union ;  yet,  when  they  do  admit 
one,  they  cannot  constitutionally  annex  any  con- 
dition to  such  admission.  I  cannot  accede  to  this 
proposition ;  practice  and  principle  hoth  seem  to 
contradict  it  Look^  sir,  to  the  law  admitting  the 
State  of  Louisiana  mto  the  Union.  Severaf  im- 
portant conditions  are  inserted  in  it,  to  he  perform- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  State.  The  trial  by  jury  is 
secured ;  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus ;  the  rec- 
ords of  a  public  nature  are  required  to  be  kept  in 
the  English  language;  and  some  other  terms  of 
equal  importance,  which  are  not  now  distinctly 
recollected.  And  yet  until  this  Missouri  question 
(as  by  way  of  eminence  it  is  called)  was  agitated, 
the  power  of  Congress  to  annex  the  above-men- 
tioned conditions  was  never  Questioned  for  a  mo- 
ment. But,  flffj  let  us  go  further,  and  look  at  this 
very  Missouri  bill,  whicn  has  been  reported  by  waj 
of  second  section  to  the  main  bill ;  why,  sir,  it  is 
full  of  propositions,  and  terms,  anil  conditions; 
arid  now.  because  one  more  is  proposed,  we  are 
met  witn  the  objection  that  Congress  nave  no 
power  to  annex  or  propose  any. 

I  am  not  able  to  unaerstand  this  inconsistency. 
Let  us  look  at  this  objection  in  another  form. 
Suppose  that  the  present  bill  should  pass  without 
an  J  interdiction  cSf  slavery,  and  at  the  next  session 
Missouri  should  come  forward  with  the  constitu- 
tion she  had  formed,  and  Congress,  upon  examin- 
ing the  constitution,  should  refuse  to  admit  the 
State  into  the  Union,  because  it  contained  no  such 
interdiction.  Now,  it  is  admitted,  on  the  otfier 
side^  that  Congress  may  refuse  absolutely,  but  it  is 
denied  that  they  can  admit  conditionally. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  know  of  what  import- 
ance it  is  in  principle,  whether  the  constitution  is 
formed  before  an  interdiction  is  required,  and  then 
rejected  for  want  of  it,  and  the  State  refused  ad- 
mission ;  or  whether  such  interdiction  be  required 
in  the  act  by  which  authority  is  g^iven  to  form 
the  constitution,  and  make  the  reqmsite  arrange- 
ments preliminary  to  a<hnission?  I  cannot  discern 
any  dinerence  in  principle  between  the  two  cases. 
But,  sir,  there  is  another  idea  on  this  head,  to  which 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the.  Senate ;  unless  I 
am  mistaken,  it  is  deserving  of  some  consideration. 
Congress,  by  inserting  the  conditions  or  restric- 
tions in  tne  Sill  under  consideration,  do  not  thereby 
impose  such  conditions  or  restrictions  on  Missouri, 
and  give  them  a  binding  force.  No,  sir,  it  is  the 
acceptance  of  the  ^rant  of  admission,  with  such 
conditions  or  restrictions  annexed^  tnat  creates 
the  oMigation,  and  subjects  Missouri  to  its  control. 
It  is  her  own  act  whicn  must  produce  the  liability. 
The  act  of  admission,  under  tnese  limitations,  is  a 
compact,  and  there  must  be  consent  on  both  sides. 
Congress  may  refuse  to  grant  their  consent  to  the 
admission,  except  on  terms  proposed ;  Missouri  may 
refuse  to  accept  the  grant,  subject  to  such  terms ; 
and  thus  0e  whol6  becomes  ineffectual.  I  will, 
sir,  illustrate  this  by  a  single  example.  The  char- 
ter of  the  United  States  Bank  was  granted  to  cer- 
tain persons ;  and  one  of  the  conditions  annexed  to, 
the  grant  was,  that  the  bank  should  pay  to  the 


United  States  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  in  certain  instalments.  Surely  this  con- 
dition did  not,  and  could  not,  bind  the  bank,  or 
render  the  stockholders  liable  to  pay  this  bonus, 
unless,  by  some  act  on  their  part,  they  had  signi- 
fied their  acceptance  of  the  charter,  subject  to  its 
conditions.  This  principle  is  too  plain  to  need 
further  comment  or  illustration.  Such  acceptance 
was  signified  by  the  bank,  and  thereupon  the  con- 
dition became  obligatory  on  the  stockholders  in 
consequence  of  it.  .  Missouri,  in  her  present  situa- 
tion as  a  Territory,  is  subject  to  the  legislation  of 
CoQsress,  and  is  capable  of  acceding  to  or  reject- 
ing tne  many  terms  proposed  in  the  bill.  She  may, 
therefore,  decide  whether  she  will  consent  to  come 
into  the  Union,  renouncing  the  right  to  permit  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery^  or  whether  she  will 
refuse  to  become  a  member  of  the  great  confeder- 
acy upon  those  terms,  and  prefer  to  remain  in  her 
present  situation.  I  again  say,  sir,  that,  it  is  a 
matter  of  compact.  If  Missouri  inclines  to  join  the 
Union  on  the  terms  proposed,  it  is  a  compact,  and 
she  will  be  bound  by  it  after  sne  shall  have  assumed 
the  rank  of  an  independent  St^te.  In  this  com- 
pact there  are  no  terms  which  are  inequitable ;  the 
only  object  in  view  is,  that  Missouri  shall^  on  en- 
tering the  family  of  States,  agree  to  prevent  the 
extension  of  an  acknowledged  evil,  and,  by  so  do- 
ing, necessarily  produce  unnumbered  blessing, 

But^  Mr.  President,  we  are  informed  that,  in  the 
Louisiana  Tr^ty^  there  is  an  article,  by  which 
Congress  are  forbidden  to  annex  or  im]x>se  any 
conditions  on  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  composed  of  a  part  of  the  territory  ceded 
by  that  treaty  to  the  United  States,  even  if  they 
could  be  supposed  to  possess  the  authority  claimea, 
if  there  had  been  no  such  article  in  the  treaty. 
This  point  deserves  consideration.  The  third  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty  is  in  these  words : 

'*  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  ehall  be  ia- 
corporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  Stttee,  and 
admitted  a«  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prioci* 
pies  of  the  Federal  CooBtitation,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profess." 

The  vlatter  branch  of  this  article  seems  to  have 
no  particular  bearincr  on  the  point  under  immedi- 
ate exanunation.  What  then  is  the  fair  import  of 
the  main  proviso  of  the  article  ?  To  understand 
this  question,  we  must  see  who  are  the  parties  to 
this  compact.  On  one  side  France,  on  the  other 
the  United  States.  The  treaty  related  to  a  portion 
of  country  purchased  by  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  intervention  oi  any  individual  State,  or 
any  connexion  with  their  mdividual  rights  or  in- 
terests. The  subject-matter  of  the  compact  being 
wholly  of  a  federal  character,  the  purchase  by  the 
Federal  Government,  and  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United  States  exclusively^  the  first  and  nat- 
ural presumption  is,  that  the  stipulations  on  the 
part  of  the  united  States  had  relation  to  those  sub- 
jects which  were  under  their  immediate  control ; 
not  that  they  were  designed  to  embrace  all  kinds 
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of  State  regulations — ^for  therje  is  the  same  reason 
to  suppose  they  were  intended  to  embrace  all,  as 
any  particular  portion.  Applying  these  principles 
and  rules  of  construction,  we  are  conducted  to 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fair,  rational,  and  satis- 
factory interpretation.  The  inhabitants  are  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Those  princi- 
ples require  that  their  new  Government  shall  be 
republican.  The  admission  shall  be  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  passed  and  sanctioned  as  me  Federal 
Constitution  requires ;  and,  when  admitted,  they 
shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  existing 
States  of  the  Union.  They  shall  enjoy  the  rishts, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  new  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  Senators  in  Congress ;  to  Representatives  in 
Congress  according  to  the  estabhshed  ratio ;  to 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President ;  to  the 
benefit  of  Federal  Courts ;  the  Constitutional  guar- 
anty  of  protection  against  invasion ;  and  all  other 
advantages  and  immunities  which  are  of  a  federal 
nature.  Federal  rights  and  immunities  are  the 
same  throughout  the  Union;  their  source  is  the 
same.  These  universal  rights  and  advantages  are 
intended  in  the  article  under  consideration. 

But  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  not  one  of  this 
description,  Mcause  the  laws  of  the  States  are  re- 
pugnant to  each  other  in  this  particular.  In  some 
otates  slavery  is  lawful,  in  others  unlawful.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  doing  violence  to  the  lan- 
jrttage  of  the  treaty,  to  give  it  a  construction  lead- 
ing to  confusion  and  contradiction.  I  submit, 
whether  it  can  be  a  fair  mode  of  reasoning,  to  im- 
pute to  contracting  parties  an  intention  inconsist- 
ent with  their  powers,  when  the  words  of  the 
compact  can  be  Tairly  satisfied  by  a  different  con- 
struction, and  one  corresponding  with  the  object 
evidently  in  view  f  In  a  word,  me  treaty  provides 
for  the  enioyment  of  all  those  rights  and  privileges 
necessarily  belonging  to  a  member  of  the  Union ; 
that  is,  federal  powers — ^those  which  are  charac- 
teristic attributes  of  an  independent  State  in  the 
Confederacy — such  powers  as  render  Massachu- 
setts as  independent  as  Virginia ;  though  the  for- 
mer has  no  right  to  hold  slaves,  and  the  latter  has 
that  right,  and  exercises  it. 

From  the  foregoing  comsiderations,  I  am  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  Congress  possesses  the  Consti- 
tutional and  unrestricted  right  to  prohibit  the  fur- 
ther introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri,  by 
annexing  such  prohibition  as  a  condition  or  h^ 
admission  into  the  Union. 

The  second  question  is,  whether  it  is  expedient 
for  Congress  to  carry  this  power  into  execution? 
This  inquiry  opens  a  most  extensive  field.  It  pre- 
sents facts  as  interesting  to  humanity  as  they  are  to 
the  essential  and  lasting  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  inquiry  invites  the  heart  to  the  indulgence 
of  syrnpathy  and  commiseration  in  contemplating 
the  miseries  of  slavery,  and  its  unwdcome  effects 
on  society.  But,  sir,  this  is  not  the  time  nor  the 
place  to  advance  sentiments  or  employ  expressions 
calculated  to  awaken  unpleasant  seill^tions,  and, 
perhaps,  produce  unusual  excitement.   I  will  avoid 


a  course  which  my  judgment  would  not  approve ; 
because,  however  different  may  be  the  opinions  of 
honorable  gentlemen  in  this  Senate,  or  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  still,  those  opinions  have  been  honestly 
formed,  and  entertained  with  sincerity ;  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  to  respectful  consideration,  and, 
I  doubt  not,  will  receive  it. 

In  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  slavery  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  sore  evil — an  affliction  to  the  coun- 
try where  it  exists.  On  this  point  no  proof  is  ne- 
cessanr;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  proposition, 
not  admitting  of  denial,  that  we  ought,  on  every 
principle,  to  do  aD  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension 01  this  evil  beyond  its  present  limits,  though 
we  cannot  banish  it  from  those  States  where  it  is 
already  too  deeply  rooted.  As  yet,  the  slave  po^ 
Illation  of  Missouri  is  not  numerous,  and  the  inhi- 
bition for  which  I  am  contending  would  soon  ren- 
der that  population  of  little  importance,  compared 
with  the  free  white  inhabitants,  who,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  would  spread  over  the  State ;  cul- 
tivate its  rich'  and  valuable  lands;  introduce  and 
establish  habits  of  industry  among  all  classes,  and 
give  that  sprint  and  spirit  of  enterprise  to  the 
whole,  which  £eedom  only  can  give  -,  that  self- 
interest .  which  prompts  to  exertion— an  interest 
which  a  slave  cannot  feel,  and  whose  labors,  for 
that  very  reason,  are  spiritless,  as  they  promise  him 
nothing. 

Mr.  President,  it  ^ould  be  remembered  that  we 
are  not  legislating  for  a  year,  nor  for  the  period 
of  our  own  lives ;  but  for  centuries  to  come — ^not 
in  resnect  to  Missouri,  merelv,  but  to  that  almost 
bouncUess  region  beyond  the  Mississippi,  over  which 
our  dominion  now  extends.  We  are,  then,  by  our 
decision,  preparing  evils  or  blessings  for  an  exten- 
sive  country  and  for  posterity. 

But,  sir,  all  the  existing  States  have  a  |x>litical 
interest  in  the  present  question,  which  it  is  their 
duty  to  guard.  It  is  a  well^own  fact,  that,  in 
forming  our  Constitution,  a  balance  was  intended 
by  giving  to  the  small  States  a  representation  in 
the  Senate  equal  to  that  of  the  larger  States,  and 
settling  the  principle  of  representation  as  it  now 
stands  in  regard  to  the  mixed  population  of  the 
Southern  States.  Tlus  was  intended  and  consid- 
ered as  equality.  The  limits  of  the  then  United 
States  and  their  Territories  were  known,  and  the 
operation  of  the  principle  in  respect  to  new  States 
to  be  formed  within  tnose  limits  was  understood 
and  anticipated.  But  this  balance,  this  equality, 
wUl  be  destroyed,  should  the  same  principle  be 
extended  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  an  immense 
countrv  beyond  the  range  ever  in  the  colitemi>la- 
4ion  ot  the  Convention.  But,  without  pursuing 
this  idea  any  further,  I  will  here  notice  an  argu- 
ment, which,  on  a  former  occasion,  has  been  used 
for  admitting  slaves  into  Missouri:  It  is  said,  that, 
by  diffusing  them  over  a  lar|[er  surface  than  they 
now  occupy,  and  transplantmg  them  to  this  new 
country,  their  condition  will  be  essentially  amelio- 
rated ;  and,  if  there  be  dangers  arising  from  their 
increase  in  the' Athmtic  States,  the  m^od  pro- 
posed win  lessen  or  remove  that  danger.  In  an- 
swer to  these  reasons,  let  it  be  observed  that  there 
is  sufficient  room  in  the  States  bjeyond  the  moun- 
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tains,  and  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
purpose  of  diffusing  the  slares ;  those  States  are 
rich  in  lands  suited  for  cultivation  by  the  labor  of 
slares,  and  furnish  ample  room  for  the  surplus 
slave  population  of  the  old  States.  This  process 
of  removal  and  distribution  would  produce  the 
intended  amelioration,  and  lessen  or  banish  the 
apprehension  of  danger,  wherever  it  may  exist. 
But,  if  we  adopt  and  proceed  upon  the  principle 
assumed  by  the  opposers  of  the  restriction^  and  per- 
mit the  vast  country  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  be 
peopled  by  slaves,  tne  market  will  be  supplied  in 
a  small  proportion  only  by  the  increase  of  the 
dave  po])olation  bf  the  existing  States.  No,  sir ; 
Africa  will  ftimish  most  of  those  supplies,  and.  in 
defiance  or  evasion  of  all  our  laws,  the  wretcned 
victims  of  cmel  and  unfeeling  avarice  will  be 
introduced  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  to 
darken  this  region  and  live  and  die  in  slavery. 
And,  even  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  time 
most  come,  and  will  come,  when  this  species  of 
population  will  he  so  abundant  that  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  -where  slavery  shall  be  permitted  to 
exist,  by  its  continual  increase,  it  will  produce  the 
same  siirfdus  and  same  danger  which  are  seen  and 
apprehended  in  particular  sections  of  the  country. 
According  to  this  theory,  therefore,  of  ameliorating 
the  slaves  by  spreading  them  over  an  extensive 
surface,  the  only  effect  is  to  postpone  the  evil  day. 
How  much  better  will  it  be,  sir,  to  pursue  a  course 
of  restriction  and  gradual  emancipation,  so  that 
this  evil  day  may  never  arrive. 

I  am  sensible  it  is  often  urged  that  the  contem- 
plated prohibition  will  lessen  the  value  of  slaves 
and  operate  indirectly  upon  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors, and  to  their  prejudice.  Suppose  this  to 
oe  true,  the  answer^  I  apprehend  is  as  satisfactory 
as  it  is  obviooB.  Sir.  it  cap  never  be  wise  or  cor- 
rect legislatioii  to  antnorize  or  permit  the  extension 
of  an  acknowledg^ed  nublic  evil,  for  the  sake  of 
any  private  individual  advantages.  Thi«  would 
be  contrary  to  the  v^ry  principles  on  which  our 
Government  and  all  good  €k)vemments  are  found- 
ed—that is,  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  great 
whole.  We  are  continually  witnessing  the  oper- 
ation of  this  principle.  In  how  many  instances 
during  the  operation  of  our  embargo  lawn  and  the 
Testrictive  system  to  which  our  Ckrvemment  thought 
it  proper  and  necessary  to  resort,  were  the  hopes, 
prospects,  and  property  of  indiriduals,  sacrineed 
for  the  public  good  \-  How  many  hundreds  were 
reduced  to  penury  by  the  sudden  derangement  of 
idl  their  mereantile  eoncems,  or  the  perplexities  in 
which  they  were  involved !  Yet,  such  effects  as 
these,  though  certainly*  foreseen,  never  divert  a 
Government  from  pursuing  its  proper  course.  And 
what  shall  we  say  of  war  f  Congress  has  deemed 
it  necessary,  and  may  deem  it  so  again,  for  the 
pro^tion  of  our  country's  rights  and  Honor.  StiU, 
It  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  private  losses  and 
misfortunes  are  the  certain  consequences,  and  count- 
less miseries  are  ever  found  in  its  train.  All  these, 
however,  are  deemed  subordinate  considerations 
in  the  midst  of  patriotic  feelings,  or  are  forgotten 
in  the  prospect  of  vindicated  rights,  success,  and 
glory.    And,  while  we  are  admirmg  tiie  laurels  of 


the  hero,  we  are  unconscious  that  they  may  hare 
been  earned  at  the  expense  of  the  widow,  the 
fiitherless,  and  the  broken-hearted — ^by  the  ruin  of 
all  their  hopes. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  argument 
entitled  to  our  respectful  consideration,  because  it 
results  from  the  course  of  conduct  which  Congress 
have  pursued  since  1808.  They  passed  lawis  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves,  as  soon  as  the 
Constitutional  restriction  on  their  power  was  re- 
moved by  laose  of  time ;  and  since  tnen,  there  has 
been  a  laudable,  cpntinued,  and  united  exertion  to 
put  an  end  to  this  infernal  traffic,  which  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  Message,  has  described  as  a  disgrace 
to  any  civilized  country.  Laws  have  been  multi- 
plied ;  penalties  increased  in  severity ;  tiie  utmost 
vigilance  enjoined  on  the  oflBicers  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  our  public  armed  ships  employed  to  give 
effect  to  these  lawa;  and  yet  all  tnese  arrange- 
ments and  exertions  have  proved  ineffectual.  Ava- 
rice and  cruelty  are  busily  engaged,  and  their  arts 
are  still  succemul.  Slaves  are  still  inhumanly 
hurried  to  our  shores  and  fraudulently  introduced 
into  our  States  or  Territories,  notwitlurtanding  all 
our  endeavors  to  prevent  it  This  being  the  no- 
torious fact,  what  i^  to  be  done?  Congress  have 
repeatedly  oiven  to  this  country  and  to  the  world 
pledges  of  their  anxious  wish  and  their  determina- 
tion to  put  down  this  scAdalous  violation  of  their 
laws.  Let  Cooj^ress,  then,  and  our  laws^  be  con- 
sistent. There  is  one  way^  and  only  one,  m  which 
we  can  accomplish  the  noble  object  in  view ;  it  is 
our  duty  to  resort  to  it :  shut  up  the  market  com- 
pletely ;  prohibit  slavery  in  all  the  States  to  be 
formed  be)[ond  the  Mississijj^i ;  and  the  point  wOl 
be  soon  gained.  By  removing  the  cause,  we  shall 
prevent  the  effect ;  by  destroying  the  market,  we 
can  destroy  the  trade.  The  im{Kxrter  of  slaves  is 
actuated  by  an  insatiable  thirst  for  ftiin ;  totally 
regardless  of  all  principle  in  accomplishing  his  de- 
signs. Let  us  meet  him  on  his  own  ^und,  de- 
stroy all  possibility  of  profit,  and  he  will  abandon 
his  employment;  at  least  we  shall  have  expdled 
him  from  our  shores,  so  that  our  own  country  will 
no  longer  be  the  seene  of  his  abominations.  -Oar 
Western  States— Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississip- 
pi, and  Alabama — can  be  amply  supplied  wim 
slaves  from  those  States  bordering  on  tne  Atlantic ; 
they  need  no  supplies  from  abnwd.  As  proof  of 
this,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  unan- 
imous voice  of  Congress,  on  various  occasions, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  the  reai- 
mess  with  which  Uiese  prohibitory  laws  have  been 
enacted.  If  further  proof  be  necessary,  the  in- 
crease of  the  slave  population  in  the  old  States,  as 
shown  by  the  census,  will  remove  aU  doubt  on  this 
head. 

Mr.  President,  mueh  more  might  be  urged  in 
considering  this  question  of  expediency ;  but  the 
subject  is,  in  many  respects,  a  delicate  one.  I 
therefore  forbear;  resolving  never  to  pass  those 
bounds  which  discretion  and  good  feeling  have 
prescribed,  and  which  have,  ttras  far  durmg  the 
debate,  been  respecCfolly  observed  by  others. 

It  may  be  usdul,  however,  to  remark,  ffenerally, 
that  throughout  Ae  civilized  woitd  we  have  evi- 
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dence  of  an  unfeigned  disposition  to  diffiue  in- 
struction  amonff  the  uninfonned,  and  by  the  offices 
of  kindnes.%  and  the  hopes  and  promises  of  relision, 
to  increase  the  comforts  and  happiness  of  manEind. 
This  mild  and  mercifal  disposition  is  displa^^ed  in 
our  own  country,  in  a  manner  interesting  to  the 
heart,  and  presents  a  strong  inducement  for  Con- 
fess to  join  in  every  measure  leading  to  such  de- 
sirable results.  But  I  fear,  sir,  I  am  tremssing 
too  far  on  the  time  and  patience  of  the  Senate; 
the  subject  is  important,  and  this  is  my  apology. 
I  will  close  in  a  few  moments. 

In  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  as  I  before 
obsorved,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  under  an  interdiction  of  slave- 
ry. Those  States  are  &st  rising  into  importance, 
pepi^ed  bv  hardy  freemen,  conscious  of  their  situ- 
atiotti  and  congratulating  themselves  in  bcdng  han- 
pil)r  exempted  from  the  operation  of  a  principle 
which  might  essentially  impair  their  strength  and 
diminish  their  comforts.  I  doubt  not,  sir,  that,  if 
the  pebiile  of  those  States  were  now  to  speak  to  us 
their  opinions  and  feelings,  they  would  add  streitfth 
to  the  arguments  which  I  have  been  urging,  igo 
further :  I  have  no  question  that,  if  the  proposed 
amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  Missouri  com- 
moice  her  career  of  independence,  under  an  inhi- 
bition of  further  slaveiy,  within  ten  years  from 
this  time  her  people  wi||  rejoice  in  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  aan£[er8  they  had  escap^  and  look 
forward  with  pnde.and  ponfidence  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  their  increasing  prosperity.  Nay,  sir, 
I  go  further  still :  I  believe  that  the  millions  who 
may  hereaf^  inhabit  our  Western  region,  extend- 
ing to  the  Pacific  ocean,  will  feel  and  enjoy  the 
same  benign  effects  in  their  social  and  political  re- 
lation^ and  that  they,  and  successive  generations 
after  them, ''  will  rise  up  and  call  us  blessed." 

When  Mr.  Mellbn  sat  down — 

Mr.  Kdwabds,  of  Illinois,  rose,  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  Having  long  been  out  of  the 
habit  of  public  speaking,  and  finding  myself  un- 
able to  command  that  composure  of  mmd  and  self- 
I)08session  which  are  so  essential  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  a  subject  as  important  as  the  one  now 
under  consideration,  I  should  leave  the  discussion 
of  it  to  gentlemen  who  are  infinitely  more  compe- 
tent to  do  justice  to  it,  were  it  not  that  my  silence 
might  seem  to  sanction  the  imputation  of'^an  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  has  thought  nroper  to  ex- 
press the  opinion  that,  bv  my  vote  of  Friday  last, 
whieh  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give,  I  had  aban- 
doned the  interest  of  the  non-slaveholdiiur  States 
of  the  West. 

If  such  a  suggestion  be  well  founded,  nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  I  have  not  been 
misled  by  personal  considemtions ;  for,  my  perma- 
nent residence  and  the  most  of  my  property  beinf 
in  one  of  those  States,  and  holding  a  seat  in  this 
House  by  the  kind  partiality  of  the  citizens  thereof, 
which  I  have  also  often  experienced  on  other  occa- 
sions, and  for  which  noi>ne  could  be  more  thank- 
ful; I  should  be  uigust  to  myself,  ungrateful  to 
them,  and  equally  regardless  of  the  dictates  of  in- 
terest and  duty,  were  I  not  anziovsly  disposed  to 


S>inote  the  best  interest  of  the  State  which  I 
ve  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 

Were  I  to  consult  my  popularity  only,  I  wdl 
know  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  swim  with, 
than  to  resist,  the  present  popular  current,  which 
threatens  to  overwhdm  all  opposition,  and  to 
dduge  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  tne  West, 
with,  what  I  consider,  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen,  political  heresies, 
replete  with  mischiefs  calculated  to  impair  their 
present  as  well  as  future  jwosperity  and  happiness. 

Sir,  I  love  popularity  so  well  that  I  would  gladly 
retain  it  by  the  utmost  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
ay  constituents;  but  I  would  far  rather  surrender 
all  pretensions  to  it,dian  preserve  it  at  the  expense 
of  mf  conscience.  I  respect  public  sentiment  as 
mucn  as  any  man,  and  slMNild  at  all  times  derive 
the  sincerest  gratification  from  being  able  to  dis- 
charge the  trust  confided  to  me  in  strict  conform- 
ity with  the  wishes  of  those  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent — ^but  never  can  I  consent  to 
shelter  myself  ^en  from  the  tempest  and  hurri- 
cane of  popular  excitement,  bv  a  violation  of  that 
Constitution  which  I,  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Morbil,)  have  sol- 
emnly sworn  to  suj^wrL  But  more  of  this  by 
and  by. 

Were  an  attempt  made  to  introduce  slavery  into 
the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the  West,  then, 
indeed,  might  there  be  just  cause  of  alarm ;  and  I 
can  assure  gentlemen  that  there  is  no  man  who 
would  oppose  such  a  proposition  with  more  deter- 
mined zeal  than  myself.  But,  taking  for  granted 
what  I  shall  presently  endeavor  to  prove,  that 
neither  the  slaveholding  States,  nor  any  oi  us  who 
opjpose  the  proposed  restriction  upon  Missouri,  are 
influenced  by  a  dteire  to  increase  slavery  in  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  proposed  re^riction  is 
not  necessary  to  prevent,  nor  its  omission  talcula- 
ted  to  augment,  the  importation  of  fresh  slaves,  it 
is  inconceivable  to  me  how  the  interest  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  of  the  West  can  be  compro- 
mitted  by  Uie  admission  of  domestic  slaves  into 
Missouri,  more  than  to  permit  them  to  remain  in 
the  States  where  they  now  are ;  for,  if  that  por- 
tion of  political  power  which,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, arises  from  the  slavery  that  now  exists,  is  to 
be  deprecated  and  dreaded  at  all.  surely  it  cannot 
be  worse  for  us  in  the  hands  of  tnose  whose  iden- 
tity of  interest  with  ourselves  affords  additional 
security  against  its  influence  being  exerted  to  our 
disadvantage.  As  yet.  we  have  £kd  no  cause  to 
regret  that  a'  portion  ot  such  power  has  been  trans- 
femd  from  some  of  the  Southern  States  to  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  whose  sympathies,  friend- 
ship, and  assistance,  have  never  been  withheld 
from  us  in  the  hour  of  need.  Our  experience 
therefore,  furnishes  nothing  to  cause  us  to  dread 
the  influence  of  a  similar  transfer  of  power  to 
Missouri. 

For  my  part,  considering  every  part  of  the 
Western  country  identified  in  interest,  and  that  its 
domestic  improvonents,  commercial  prosperity, 
and  political  influence,  cannot  fail  to  be  promoted 
by  every  increase  of  population,  it  does  appear  to 
me  to  lie  the  interest  of^  every  State  in  the  West, 
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that  fair  and  equal  inducements  to  emigration 
Uiither  should  be  afforded  to  the  eitiasens  oi  every 
section  of  the  Union,  whe^er  slayeholding  or  non- 
slaveholding.  Bat,  in  opposition  to  this  rery  ob- 
vious policy,  with  an  extent  of  territory  greatly 
beyond  the  demands  of  every  description  of  emi- 
grants, and  affording  infinitely  more  tl)an  suffi- 
cient accominodation  for  all,  without  any  neces- 
sity for  collisions  of  interest,  feelings,  or  preju- 
dices, between  them,  we  are  called  upon  to  check 
the  emigration  of  our  Southern  brethren,  by  those 
who  dr«id  our  ^wth,  and  would  gladly  put  an 
entire  stop  to  emi^tion  from  every  other  quarter. 
And  thus  are  we  mvited  to  let  lay  waste  and  unin- 
habited an  immense  frontier  of  our  country  rather 
than  permit  it  to  be  occupied  by  our  Southern 
brethren,  who  certainly  would  not  be  less  our 
friends  by  becoming  our  neighbors. 

There  are  other  considerations  of  vital  impor- 
tance to  the  Union  in  general,  and  to  the  Western 
countnr  in  particular,  which  I  purposely  forbear  to 
press,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  excite  any  unpleas- 
ant feelings^  am  anxious  to  oheiish  harmony,  and 
most  ardently  hope  that  sqme  compromise  may 
take  pUce  which  will  satisfy  the  reasonable  wishes 
of  all  parties. 

Mr.  President,  in  attempting  to  discuss  the  pres- 
ent proposition^  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  advocate 
slav^  m  any  shape,  or  to  deny  that^  in'  its  mild- 
est foipL  it  is  equally  inconsistent  with  the  inhe- 
rent rights  of  man,  and  repuffnant  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  and  philantnropy.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  rejoice  mo|st  smcerely  that  an  increasing 
sense  of  its  moral  injustice  and  turpitude,  and  the 
happy  prevalence  of  more  enlightened  and  mag- 
nanimous views  throughout  every  part  of  our  com- 
mon country,  as  well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
the  civilized  world,  are  eliciting  the  most  zodous 
efforts  not  only  to  prevent  its  extension,  but  to 
ameliorate  its  present  condition,  which,  with  the 
blessing  of  Divme  Providence,  I  trust  will,  in  due 
season,  eventuate  in  its  final  extermination. 

The  present  subject  of  discussion  surely  is  not 
the  expediency  of  increasing  slavery  in  the  United 
States  by  importations  from  Africa  or  elsewhere ; 
nor  is  it  a  question  of  slavery  or  freedom :  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  consistent  with  can- 
dor to  attempt  to  give  to  it  the  imposing  and  delu- 
sive aspect  of  either.  And  how  much  soever  such 
an  artifice  may  be  resorted  to,  in  other  places,  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  popular  feelings  and  pre- 
judices subservient  to  political  views,  I  felicitate 
myself  in  the  firm  conviction  that  such  unworthy 
motives  can  receive  no  countenance  from  this  hon« 
orabie  body,  and  that  every  member  of  the  Senate 
would  disclain  to  impute  to  others  sentiments  which 
he  does  not  believe  them  to  entertain. 

Were  it,  in  fact,  a  question  whether  the  further 
introduction  of  slavery  into  the  United  States,  by 
importation  from  abroad^  should  be  permitted,  the 
umver^  abhorrence  in  which  a  practice  to  dis- 
naoeful  to  humanity  is  held  by  all  classes  x>f  our 
lelJow-citizens,  and  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
i[entlemen  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  par- 
ticularly at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  mea- 
sures to  prohibit  it,  forbid  the  belief  that  such  a 


measure  could  find  one  advocate  or  friend  in  this 
House ;  nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  we  would 
all  cheerfully  unite  in  such  farther  legitimate 
means  as  experience  may  demonstrated  te  neces- 
sarv  to  render  such  prohibition  complete  and  effec- 
tual, which  I  have  no  doubt  is  perfectly  practi- 
cable. 

All  of  us,  therefore,  entertaining  the  same  abhor- 
rence and  repuffnance  to  the  furUier  introduction 
and  increase  of  slavery,  the  only  point  of  differ- 
ence between  us  relates  to  the  slavo  that  are  now 
among  us ;  and,  as  it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that 
Congress  poaeesjs  no  oower  to  abolish  the  slavery 
that  now  exists,  it  lollovirs  that  the  question  of 
slavery  or  freedom  is  not  involved  in  the  present 
proposition,  and  that  an  opposition  to  the  restric- 
tion that  is  attempted  to  be  unposed  upon  the  sov- 
ereignty aiid  independence  oi  a  State,  may  well 
exist  with9Ut  any  predilection  for  slavery;  for, 
should  our  (^^xmtion  prevail,  the  State,  notwith- 
standing^ like  all  others  in  tnis  Union,  would  be 
left  perlectly  free  to  abolish  slavery;  and  I  am 
very  ready  to  .admit  that  she  would  consult  her 
best,  interest  by  doing  so. 

I  have,  Mr.  President,  viewed,  with  feelings  of 
the  deepest  renet,  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  excite  local  and  sectional  jealousies,  particu- 
larly against  the  slaveholding  States^  upon  this 
subject,  in  their  nature  bat  too  well  calculated  to 
sap  the  foundation  of  .that  spirit  of  conciliation 
which  produced  this  great  vonjfederacy,  and  to 
interrupt  that  social  harmony  and  mutiud  friend- 
ship and  confidence  which  aie  so  essential  to  main^ 
tain  and  strengthen  the  bonds  of  our  Union. 

Experience  teaches  us  that  it  is  much  more  easy 
to  produce  popular  discontent  than  to  limit  its 
operation  and  influence  to  the  first  exciting  causes ; 
and,  if  the  proposed  restriction  upon  Missouri  is  to 
be  carried  by  arraying  popular  prejudices  in  hos- 
tility to  one  principle  ot  compromise  that  contrib- 
ute, in  no  small  degree,  to  produce  our  ^present 
happy  Union,  is  it  not  to  be  feared  that  it  may  be 
difficult  ta  limit  that  hostility  by  any  thing  short  of 
the  power  to  assail  that  principle  with  success? 
And  if  an  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentatives in  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature,  with  a  correspondent  obligation  to 

Say  direct  taxes  in  proportion  thereto,  is  to  be  ren- 
ered  obnoxious  to  our  fellow-citizens,  what  secu- 
rity is  there  that  the  representation  in  this  House, 
which,  without  any  $uch  correspondent  oblin- 
tion,  and  without  regard  to  numbers,  reduces  the 
lasgest  States  in  this  Union  to  a  level  with  the 
smallest,  will  shara  a  better  fate  1 

I  confess,  sir,  that  while  I  cannot  perceive  that 
the  present  subject  of  deliberation  furnishes  any 
adequate  motives  for  those  attempts  at  p<^)ular 
excitement,  I  cannot  contemplate  them  without 
being  penetrated  with  the  most  awful  apnrehen- 
si(His  for  the  fate  of  that  fair  fabric  of  our  freedom 
which  has  hitherto  been  not  more  our  boast  than 
the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world.  Upon  what 
ground,  sir,  are  those  jealousies  of  our  brethr^  of 
the  slaveholding  States  predicated?  ^^^^i  for 
example,  if  you  please,  the  case  of  Virginia,  the 
largest  of  those  States.    Does  she  wish  the  exten- 
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sion  of  slavery  1  LiCt  her  known  conduct  decide. 
While  yet  a  colony  of  Great  Britain,  she  distin- 
guished herself  pre-eminently  by  a  noble,  mag- 
naninious,%nd  persevering  stand  against  it,  and 
ennmerdted  its  toleration  m  the  list  of  grievances, 
of  which  she  se  forcibly  and  eloquently  complainea 

r'nst  the  mother  country.  True  to  the  princi- 
she  professed,  she  was  the  first  State  m  the 
tJnion  to  set  the  example  of  efficient  opposition  to 
a  traffic  in  human  flesh,  so  disgraceful  to  our  coun- 
try, and  so  abhorrent  to  the  principles  for  which 
we  ourselves  contended,  by  passing  a  law  to  pro* 
hibitat  by  severe  penalties,  as  early  as  the  year 
1778,  in  wnich  she  has  steadfastly  persevered  nrom 
that  time  to  the  present  day ;  nor  nas  she  ever,  on 
«iy  occasion^  been  less  prompt  in  assisting  to  in- 
terpose the  shield  of  federal  authority  to  protect  the 
devoted  sons  of  Africa  from  such  ruthless  oppression. 

Having  thus,  by  the  most  unequivocfu  acts,  so 
demonstrated  tne  sincerity  of  her  professions  upon 
this  subject,  as  to  extort  the  highest  commenda- 
tion from  the  most  distinguish^  advocates  of  the 
proposed  restriction ;  and  dej^oring,  as  she  must 
do,  the  evils  of  slavery,  what  reason  have  we  to 
suppose  that  she  is  now  disposed  io  relinquish  those 
principles,  and  abandon  a  policy  which,  to  her 
nonor,  she  has  for  such  a  series  of  years,  pursued 
with  inflexible  perseveiance,  and  tne  wisdom  of 
which  /is  daily  more  and  more  developed  ?  No,  or, 
depend  on  it,  Viimnia  knows  too  well  what  she 
owes  to  her  own  character  ever  to  descend  from 
the  proud  pre-eminence  which  she  has  acquired 
upon  this  subject. 

The  rest  of  the  slaveholding  States  have  also 
^veh  such  proofs  of  their  decided  hostility  to  the 
further  introduction  of  slaveiy  among  us^  as  to 
leave  no  ground  for  even  the  affectation  of  mcred- 
ulity  unon  the  subject. 

As,  then,  those  Stales,  equally  with  ourselves, 
are  opposed  to  the  further  increase  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  so,  with  them  as  with  us,  tne  only 
subject  of  controversy  which  the  proposed  restric- 
tion presents,  relates  exclusively  to  the  slaves  tiiat 
are  now  among  them.  And  can  they  have  any 
motives  for  opposing  that  restriction  which  are  not 
truly  national,  and  8^ic%  compatible  with  the 
principles  of  our  Confederation  ?  If  they  had  here- 
tofore desired  to  increase  their  political  power  and 
aggrandize  themselves  upon  ttie  basis  of  a  dave 
population,  would  they  themselves  have  volunta- 
rily inhibited  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  united 
in  everv  means  which  the  wisdom  of  the  national 
councils  has  yet  been  able  to  devise  for  its  preven- 
tion ?  Were  they  now  eyen  tenacious  of  that  pro- 
portion of  political  power  which  they  derive  froin 
the  slavery  that  exists  among  them,  would  they  be 
the  advocates  of  a  measure  calculated  to  diminiE^ 
that  power,  by  its  tendency  to  abstract  from  them, 
and  transfer  to  a  different  and  distant  section  of  the 
Union,  a  large  portion  of  their  slaves  ?  And  let 
it  berememYMTed  that,  to  impute  to  them  a  desire 
merely  to  diminish  the  number  of  their  slaves,  is  to 
admit  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  increase  of  slavery,  which  is  the  pomt 
I  have  endeavored  to  maintain. 

So  far,  therefore,  from  those  States  being  actu- 


ated by  the  motives  which,  for  particular  purposes 
have  been  attributed  to  them,  it  must  be  evident 
that  the  principles  for  which  they  contend  are  cal- 
culated not  only  to  diminish  the  power  of  their  re- 
rtive  States,  but  to  promote  the  abolition  of 
ery  itself;  tor,  in  proportion  as  you  permit  the 
slaves  noW^  among  us  to  be  dispersed,  so  do  you 
diminish  their  relative  numbers  to  the  white  pop- 
ulatation  in  any  one  S^te,  and  to  that  extent,  at 
least,  increase  tneir  chances  of  emancipation,  as  is 
evinced  by  the  experience  of  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  d:c., 
and  which  is  also  conceded  by  the  supposition  that 
the  prohibition  of  the  further  admissioD  of  slaves 
into  Missouri  would  be  favorable  to  the  emancipa- 
tion of  those  who  are  now  there,  which  seems  to 
be  a  favorite  sentiment  with  ^  gentleman  (Mr. 
KiNGj  of 'New  York,)  of  pre-eminent  talents,  who 
has  distinguished  himself^  by  his  zeEdons  and  able 
suj^rt  of  the  proposed  restriction,  and  who  ad- 
mits that  a  disposition  more  favorable  to  emanci- 
pation is  gaining  ground  in  the  States  where  sla- 
very exists ;  that  the  disproportionate  increase  of 
free  pto^e  of  color  can  be  accounted  for  upon  no 
other  supposition ;  an4  that,  whatever  wouui  tend 
to  provide  more  satisfactorily  for  the  comfort  and 
morals  of  emancipated  slaves,  would  increase  the 
practice  of  emancipation ;  to  all  which  T  yield  the 
most  hearty  concurrence. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  denied  that  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  attendant  upon  emancipation,  in 
any  State,  must  be  in  propc^on  to  the  number  of 
^ves  therein :  and  it  is  ,well  known  diat  several 
of  the  States  have  considered  emancipation  so  in- 
compatible witii  their  domestic  safety  and  tran- 
quillity, as  to  feel  the  necessity  of  absolutely  pro- 
hibiting it,  which  is  a  policy  that  it  is  not  presum- 
ablethey  will  abandon.  Wmie,  tiierefore,  confining 
the  slaves  to  those  States,  is  calculated  to  render 
their  bondage  perpetual,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  thehr  dispersion  into  different  sections  of  the 
Union  would  remove  many  of  the  most  important 
objections  to  emahcipation,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  increase  the  means  of  providing  more 
satisfactorily  for  the  comfort  and  morals  of  those 
unhappy  bongs,  and  would  cherish,  by  rendering 
more  availing,  that  increasing  disposition  to  eman- 
cipation which  imparts  so  much  consolation  to 
everv  true  philanthropist. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  MoRKiL,)  whose  eloquent  denunciations  of 
slavery  we  heard  on  yesterday,  and  wiio  betrayed 
its  evils  and  injustice  m  the  most  aj^ialling^  colors, 
supports  the  proposed  restriction  (m  the  ground 
that,  if  those  unhappy  victims  of  oppiression  were 
permitted  to  be  earned  to  Missouri,  their  natural 
mcrease  would  be  greater,  in  consequence,  I  sup- 
pose, of  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  and 
the  multiplication  of  their  comforts.  But,  with- 
out pretending  to  analyze  that  species  of  philan- 
thropy which  would  seek  to  tenninate  oppression 
by  the  destruction  of  the  oppressed — or  thsit  Irfeeds 
for  suffering  humanity,  and  yet  recoils  at  any  alle- 
viation of  such  suff^ing,  1  beg  leave  to  express  my 
doubts  whether  there  are  any  known  facts  that  wiU 
justify  the  gentleman's  hypothesis  it^lf. 
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It  is  readily  admitted,  that  the  conditioii  of  the 
slaves  in  the  West  would  be  improred,  bat  at  a 
time  when,  as  all  sides  admit)  the  influence  of  our 
free  instilutbns  and  the  progress  of  public  senti- 
ment have  contributed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to 
mitigate  the  ri^rs  of  slavery  in  all  parts  of  our 
country  where  it  exists,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed 
that  the  difierence  of  the  treatment  of  slaves  in  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  States  would  be  such  as  to 
produce  any  material  difference  in  their  natural 
merease.  Not  only  would  the  obvious  interest  of 
the  Atlantic  slaveholders  forbid  the  practice  of 
that  severe  and  cruel  treatment  that  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  produce  such  a  result,  but  the  abundance 
of  subsistence  which  every  part  of  our  country  af- 
fords, and  the  wdl-estaUisned  fact,  that  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  white  population  in  slave- 
holdinff  States,  or  free  people  of  color  anywhere, 
altogeuer  negative  such  a  supposition.  Nor  is  it 
better  supported  by  any  cakuuition  upon  the  rela^ 
tive  increase  of  slave  population  in  the  Atlantic 
or  Western  States,  wlucn  make  due  allowances 
for  the  effects  of  emigratioQ  ujion  the  latter. 

But,  were  it  otherwise,  as  it  is  folly  demonstrated 
by  imdeniahle  document,  that  free  people  of  color 
do  not  incrfsnse  b^  procreation  as  last  as  slaves, 
and  as  the  di^^ersion  of  the  latter  over  a  greater 
sur&ce  woui^  under  existing  circumstances,  mul- 
tiply their  chances  of  freedom,  it  is  but  reasonable 
to  suppose  thai,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  not  only 
tend  eventually  to  diminish  slavery,  but  to  checlc 
the  increase  tA  our  black  population  Cjpenerally. 

But,  sir^  the  honorable  gentiemaa  Srom  Massar 
chusetts,  (lifr.  Mellsh,)  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seaL  assooiin^  the  ground  that  wherever  a 
market  lor  domestic  slaves  exists,  the  introduction 
of  foreign  slares  cannot  be  prevented,  has  contend* 
ed  that,  if  the  propose  restriction  should  not  pre- 
vail, African  slaves  will  be  introduced  into  Mis- 
souri. In  support  of  which,  great  reliance  has 
been  placed  upon  a  few  cases,  much  magnified, 
however,  of  their  unlawful  introduction  into  cer- 
tain parts  of  our  country,  which  were  prinoipallv, 
if  not  exdusiydy,  attnoutable  to  causes  merely 
temporary. 

In  oppoEOtioa  to  the  conclusions  he  has  drawn 
from  a  speeial  case,  we  may  with  propriety  reeur 
to  facts  and  experience,  better  calctdated  to  test 
the  coireetness  of  his  ^neral  proposition.  It  will 
not,  I  presume,  be  denied,  that  as  good  a  market 
for  domestic  slayes  as  is  ever  likely  to  recur  has 
existed  in  Ddaware,  Mainland,  yirginia,  North 
Cardina,  dbc.  where  facilities  of  introducing  for- 
eign slaves  are  as  great  as  could  be  desited;  and 
yet  it  \a  bdlered  that  the  experience  -  of  those 
states  furnishes  nothing  to  justify  the  inferences 
that  have  been  so  confidently  insisted  upon,  or,  at 
most,  nothing  more  than  a  mere  apology  for  such 
inferences. 

Cases,  however,  more  analogous  in  all  their  cir- 
cumstances to  that  of  Missouri,  as  far  as  experience 
can  be  relied  upon,  ^ure  ample  refutation  of  the 
argument  I  am  endeavoring  to  combat.  Slavery 
has  never  been  prohibited  in  Kentucky  or  Tenqes- 
iee,  where  slaves  have  been  in  constant  demand ; 
and  yet,  althou^  I  have  lived  many  years  in  the 
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former,  and  have  long  been  intiinatel|[  acquainted 
with  both,  I  have  never  heard  of  the  introduction 
of  a  single  African  into  either  contrary  to  law ; 
and  hence  I  think  it  fair  to  infer  that  either  the 
practice  has  never  prevailed  in  those  States,  or 
that  the  instances  ot  it  have  been  so  rare  as  rather 
to  demonstrate  the  efficiency  of  the  law  to  pro- 
hibit it  than  to  justify  the  apprehensions  which  the 
honorable  gentiemaa  seencis  to  entertain. 

These  are  Western  States,  in  the  proximity  of 
Missouri,  nearer,  however,  to  the  ocean,  and  pos* 
sessing  equal  facilities  at  least  for  the  introduction 
of  foreign  slaves.  And  if,  with  a  constant  market 
for  slaves,  offering  the  most  seducing  tem'ptations 
to  avarice  and  cupidity,  either  very  few  or  no  vio- 
lations of  the  law,  upcm  that  subject,  have  heretic 
fore  occurred  in  thoSie  States,  is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose,  or  does  any  ^ntleman  really  believe,  that 
the  proposed  restriction  would  materially  aiiect 
the  nuBiber  of  Africans  that  by  possibility  may  be 
smuggled  into  the  United  States? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  puUic  sentiment  has 
been  prcwfressive  upon  this  suDJ[ect.  It  is  admitted 
by  the  friends  of  the  restriction  upon  Missouri, 
that  the  evih  of  slavery  have  been  so  constantly 
imfolding  themselves  as  to  cause  it  to  be  mere  and 
more  deploy  even  in  the  States  where  it  exists, 
and  that  an  abhorrence  of  the  practice  is  gainias 
ffround  in  every  part  of  our  oWn  country  %  alii 
hence  I  should  infer  that  we  have  more  reason*  t6 
hope  for  a  diminution  of  the  evil  than  cause  to 
dread  its  increase,  even  if  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  slaves  were  left  to  depend  upon  the 
law  that  existed  previous  to  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. But,  seeing  that  nearly  all  Europe,  anima- 
ted »by  BMNre  just  and  enlightened  views  and  gen* 
erous  feelings^  is  endckvorinjgr  to  extirpate  that 
nefarious  traffic,  and,  havioff  imparted  additional 
energies  to  our  own  Is^ws  for  the  same  purpose, 
I  flaMer  myself  that,  with  additional  aid  of  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  those  measures^  the  <nnger 
of  introducing  Africans  into  Missouri  is  not  only 
less  than  it  has  been,  in  relation  to  Kentuckv  and 
Tennessee,  but  that  it  b  wholly  chimerical  and 
visionary. 

Upon  this  vievv  of  the  subject,  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  we,  who,  on  the  present  occasion^  ajre  the 
advocates  of  State  rights,  cannot,  with  any  kind 
of  fairness,  be  charged  with  either  a  desire  to  in- 
crease slavery,  or  with  any  predilection  for  that 
which  exists.  And  if  the  proposed  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  prevent  the  importatiiHi  of  foreign 
daves,  it  foUows  that  the  admission  of  slavery, 
into  Missouri  is  neither  calculated  to  abridge  the 
power  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  nor  to  in-r 
crease  that  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of  re- 
presentation whii^h  depends  upon  our  slave  popu- 
lation ;  for.  whether  those  slaves  be  in  Georgia  or 
Missouri,  tney  must  be  included  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  representation,  and  whatever  power  they 
might  confer  upon  Missouri,  would  be  just  so  much 
abstracted  from  the  States  whence  they  came. 
And,  as  an  inequality  of  representation  tnus  pro- 
duced must  necessarily  prevail  so  long  as  the  Conr 
stittttion  remains  unaltered,  I  am  constrained  to 
that  the  transfer  of  a  p(fftion  of  that  ad- 
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Tantage  to  Missouri  would  be  as  harmless,  at  least 
to  the  non-slavehotding  States  of  the  West,  as  to 
let  it  remain  consolidated  with  all  its  influence  on 
this  side  of  the  Alleghany.  And,  indeed,  although 
I  should  greatly  regret  to  see  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  participate  in 
it^  yet  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  more  it  is  di* 
Tided  (without  increasing  it)  among  those  States 
that  wish  to  receive  it,  the  less  will  be  its  eTils,  and 
the  greater  the  facility  and  certainty  of  controlling 
any  sinister  influence  which  it  might  produce. 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that,  haying  endeavored  so 
far  to  strip  the  subject  of  the  artifices  with  which 
it  had  most  dexterously  been  clothed,  he  would 
next  proceed  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  beliere  that  the  proposed 
restriction  could  not  be  imposed  upon  Missouri 
without  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  He  had, 
however,  made  but  a  few  remarks  upon  this  branch 
of  the  subjectj  when  he  observea  that  he  found 
speaking  so  pamful.  in  consequence  of  a  very  sore 
throat,  with  which  ne  had  for  some  time  past  been 
afflicted,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him,  at  that 
time,  to  proceed ;  and  expressing  a  wish  to  have 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  at  a  future  day,  he 
resumed  his  seat. 

'  Mr.  Leake,  of  Mississippi,  then  rose  and  said, 
when  he  considered  the  vast  importance  of  the 
su^ect  now  under  consideration,  it  was  with  great 
diffidence  he  arose  to  address  tne  Senate ;  but  it 
was  the  importance  of  the  subject,  together  with 
his  having  been  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  it 
had  been  referred,  which  induced  him  to  be  un- 
willing to  fi^ive  a  silent  vote. 

He  said  ne  did  not  intend  to  ffo  into  a  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  subject ;  he  should  only  toucn 
upon  some  of  the  principal  points  which  had  been 
relied  on  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  restriction  proposed  by  the  amendment 
introduced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Roberts.) 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.  we  have  been  told  by  some 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  power  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived  from  the  first  clause  of 
the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  "New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union^"  &c. 
That,  as  we  may  admit  them,  we  toay  also  refuse 
to  admit  them,  unless  they  will  submit  to  suph 
terms  as  we  may^  in  the  exercise  of  bur  discretion, 
think  proper  to  impose.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  had 
always  supposed  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
to  "admit  new  States  into  this  Union,"  it  was 
only  necessary  to  inquire,  first,  what  are  the  claims 
which  the  people  who  petition  to  be  thus  admitted 
have  on  the  Congress  for  such  admission  ?  Whe- 
ther their  numbers,  their  increasing  population, 
and  the  extent  of  territory  which  they  inhabit, 
will  justify  their  admission  ?  •  If  in  all  these  re- 
spects you  find  them  duly  qualified,  and  you  should 
deem  it  expedient  to  admit  them ;  then  the  next 
inquiry  is,  what  is  a  State  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States?  I  need 
not  tell  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  States  in 
dififerent  parts  of  the  world  mean  different  things ; 
we  all  know  that  a  State,  separate  and  uncon- 


nected with  any  other  State,  means  a  sovereign 
independent  Power,  possessing  absolute,  uncon- 
ditional and  unlimited  authority ;  and  according  to 
the  distribution  of  that  power,  is  the  character  of 
the  State  known.  If  the  whole  is  lodged  in  a  single 
individual,  it  b  then  an  absolute  despotism ;  if  it 
be  divided  into  difierent  branches,  and  the  au- 
thority divided  between  them,  it  is  a  limited  gov- 
ernment ;  and  whether  It  is  a  limited  monarchy, 
or  a  reoublic,  will  depend  upon  the  duration  m 
office,  the  mode  of  coming  into  office,  and  the 
source  from  whence  the  power  emanates.  And 
v^en  a  number  of  sovereign  States  connect  them- 
selves together  in  a  confeiferacy,  and  by  their  comr 
pact  yield  to  their  federal  government  a  portion  of 
their  sovereignty,  in  order  that  that  government 
may  be  enabled  to  protect  the  confederation,  those 
States  then  become  limited  sovereignties,  and  that 
portion  of  sovereign  power  which  each  State  has 
a  right  to  exercise,  depends  upon  the  powers  thcj 
have  delegated  to  the  federal  government  by  their 
compact,  and  upon  the  restraints  which  they  have 
submitted  to  have  imposed  upon  them  by  it. 

Such  are  these  United  States,  and  such  must  be 
the  condition  of  the  new  States  which  may  be 
"admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 

Then,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  onlv  necessary  to 
reeur  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  the  compact  between  the  States  and  the 
people  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment on  die  other  part,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
powers  which  have  been  delegated  to  the  Congress 
on  the  one  hand,  and  what  restraints  have  becsi 
laid  upon  the  States  on  the  other. 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  powers  which  are  delegated  to  the 
Congress,  are  all  enumerated,  but  no  power  can 
there  be  round  to  authorize  the  Congress  to  make 
or  regulate,  the  municipal  and  local  concerns  of 
the  States.  And  in  the  10th  section  of  the  same 
article,  we  find  all  the  restraints  which  are  im- 
posed upon  the  State  sovereignties.  The  section 
provides  that, 

'*  No  Bute  shsH  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliaoee,  or 
coDft*deratioa ;  grant  letters  of  maFque  and  rrprtiial ; 
coin  monry ;  emik  biilaof  credit;  mak«  an^  thiog  but 
gold  and  aihrer  CQin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
paM  any  bill  uf,  attainder,  ex  pott  faoto  law,  or  taw 
ioi pairing  the  obligation  pf  contracts ;  or  grant  any 
title  of  nobility* 

'*  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
gress, Isy  any  im^iosts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports, 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing 
its  inspection  laws ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties 
snd  imposts,  laid  by  any  State  on  imports  and  exports, 
i^hall  be  ftir  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
^tites;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  re- 
vision snd  control  of  the  Congress. 

*«  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
Isy  sny  duty  on  tonnsge,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  agreement,  or  compact 
with  another  State,  -or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or  en- 
gage in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  im- 
minent danger  as  will  not  adroit  of  delay." 

Thus  we  see  that  although  the  States  in  this 
Union  have  yielded  up  a  great  and  very  important 
portion  of  tneir  sovereignty,  y^  they  have  not 
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yielded  ud  the  right  to  make  their  own  local  and 
Biiinicipai  xegolations,  and  they  still  poBsess  the 
ru^ht  to  regulate  their  own  nroperty  as  wdl  as  that 
of  their  own  citizens ;  for,  by  the  10th  article  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  pronded 
that  <^the  cowers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
'  States  by  tne  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
'  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectiTely, 
'  or  to  the  people.'' 

And  as  to  the  particular  species  of  property 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  diseussioD, 
while  the  Constitution  has  been  silent  with  respect 
to  other  proper^,  it  has  clearly  recognised  this ;  by 
the  3d  clause  ol  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  CiMKstitution,  it  is  provided,  that  ^  no  peiv 
'  son  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State;  under 
^  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  snail,  in 
'  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  merein,  be 
'  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
'  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
'  such  service  or  labor  may  be  doe/' 

Mr.  President,  from  this  view  of  the  Constitution, 
I  conclude,  that  a  State^  within  the  meanin|^  of 
the  Constitution,  is  a  limited  sovereignty,  by  virtue 
of  the  coB^Mct ;  yeL  retaining  all  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  whicn  are  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  United  States^  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  States.  Then,  sir,  the  power  to  hold.  po»* 
sesa^  and  r^;ulate  this  property,  1ms  not  been  delegaW 
ed  Co  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States  f 
then  a  State,  within  th€  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, possesses  the  sole  control  over  it,  and  the 
United  States  ])ossess  none.  And^  sir^  a  State, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  is  the  same 
thing,  whether  one  of  the  old  thirteen,  or  one  ad- 
mitted since,  or  one  which  is  hereafter  to  be  ad- 
mitted. 

.The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  by  which  we  acquired  Louisiana,  has  pro* 
Tided,  that  '^the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory 
^  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
*•  States,  and  admitted  assoon  as  possible,  according 
'  to  the  princq>les  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to 
'  the  enjo)rment  of  all  the  ri|^ts,  advantages,  and 
*•  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  Stfites ;  and 
'  in  tlie  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
'  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property,  and  the  religion«which  thejr  profess." 
From  this  clause  of  the  treaty,  then,  said  Mr.  L.^ 
you  cannot  impose  any  restraint  upon  Missouri 
which  you  cannot  impose  upon  a  State ;  becao^, 
as  the  treaty  p:uaranties  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immimitiesof  the  citizens  of  me  United  States, 
one  of  those  rights,  dtc.,  is  the  right  to  form  a 
Canstitution  for  themselves,  upon  republican  prin- 
ciples; after  which  they  have  a  right  to  exercise 
all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  which  are  not 
ddegated  by  the  Constitution  to  tne  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States. 

But,  Mr.  President,  some  honorable  gentlemen 
contend  that  the  right  to  impose  this  restricticm  on 
Missouri  is  derived  from  the  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article  of  the  Constitution.  The  first  clause  of 
that  section  provides,  that  "  the  migration  or  im- 
'  portation  of  sneh  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
^  now  irT^**'^g  «hail  think  proper  to  admit|  shall 


'  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the 
^  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  impo^tion,  not  exceedii^  ten  dmlars  for 
'  each  person."  It  is  contended  that  the  word 
"migration"  means  the  carrying  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another;  and  that  "importation" means 
bringing  them  from  abroad  or  over  the  sea.  Sir, 
1  cannot  subscribe  to  this  interpretation  of  the 
word  "  migration,"  but,  on  the  contrary.  I  must 
believe  that  it  means  the  coming  of  tree  for- 
eigners to  the  States.  I  concur  entirely  with  the 
honofable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (  Mr.  Rlliot  ) 
in  the  definition  which  he  gave,  the  other  day,  of 
this  word,  that  it  means  the  voluntary  coming  of 
a  free  person,  acting  according  to  his  own  vc^tion. 
And  as  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  establish' 
a  uniform  nue  of  naturalization,  they  mis ht  thhik 
proper  to  inhibit  the  migration  of  silch  foreigners 
astney  are  unwilling  lo  naturalize;  and,  as  the 
Congress  have  the  power  to  reffulate  commerce, 
they  have  the  power  to  inhibit  me  importation  of 
slaves,  which  were  imported  as  articles  of  com- 
merce. And  i  admit,  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  support  the  proposition  to  restrict  Mis^ 
souri^  that  this  clause  in  the  Constitution  has 
relation  only  to  the  States  then  existing ;  and  it 
was  insertea  in  the  Constitution  because  som^  of 
the  States  then  existing  were  unwilling  that  the* 
migration  of  foreigners,  or  the  importation  of 
slaves,  should  be  interdicted  until  the  year  1808. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  consider  it  of  any 
importance  in  the  present  discussion,  what  inter- 
pretation shall  be  given  to  the  words  "  migration** 
and  "importation;"  since  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, in  which  they  have  been  used,  has  no 
longer  any  force  or  effect.  By  turning  to  this 
clause,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  it  makes  no  grant 
of  power,  nor  does  it  enlarge  any  power  before 
granted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  restricts  them ;  it 
restrains  the  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  migra- 
tion or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
Stales  then  existing  might  tnink  proper  to  admit, 
until  a  given  period ;  the  restraint  then  operating 
no  lon^  than  the  year  1808,  expires  by  its  own 
limitation,  and  liaving  performed  its  ofilce,  becomes 
fmttiig  ofich.  The  power  of  the  Congiess,  then, 
to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  cannot  be 
derived  from  that  olanse. 

Mr.  L.  said,  some  honorable  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  that'the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  this 
restriction  on  Mmouri  is  deriv«l  from  the  2&  clause 
of  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  in  these  words:  "  The  Congress 
*  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
^  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  ter- 
'  ritory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
*•  States ;  and  nouing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be 
<  so  construed  as  to  prejudice  the  claims  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State." 

Mr.  President,  so  far  as  1  am  able  to  judgeof  the 
meaning  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  the 
needful  rules  and  regulations  which  the  Conj;resi 
are,  by  it,  authorized  to  make,  relate  to  the  territory 
itself,  that  is,  the  domain,  the  land,  the  aetual  sod 
belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  not  the  in- 
habitants of  the  tenitory.    Silt,  the  Congress  may 
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duipo8e  of— dispose  of  what  ?  of  the  territory  or 
olber  property ;  not  the  iah^itantsof  that  territory. 
Tke  CoDgress  may  make  all  needfiil  rules  and 
mgnlations  respectrng  the  territory,  or  other  prop- 
ecly  of  the  United  Stales.  Sir,  the  word  ^  ter> 
rilory}"  heing  immediately  foHowed  by  the  woidsi, 
"'  or  other  property,"  prores,  satis&ctorily,  to  my 
mjiidythattiieword  "  territora"  was  there  mteaded 
to  .mean,  the  domain,  whicn  the  Congress  may 
diqioseof  by  sale  <Mr  otherwise,  and  may  make  sucn 
neadfiil  regulations  respecting  its  ptoteetion  from 
waste  or  other  injury,  and  to  preserve  their  rights 
to  it  unimpaired. 

It  is  not  from  the  power  lo  make  all  sueh  needr 
fiil  rules,  Ac.,  that  the  Congress  derives  the  right 
to  estehlish  a  temporary  goTemment  for  the  inhafan 
illBiifs  of  a  territory ;  it  is  from  the  last  clause  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  that  this  power  is 
derived ;  bv  it  the  Congress  has  the  power  ^  to 

*  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  jiro- 
'per  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing- 

*  powers^  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Conr 
'  stitntion  in  the  Grovemmentof  the  United  States, 
'or  in  any  department  or  o£oe  thereof." 

Siry  said  Mr.  L.,  we  have  already  seen  that  the 
Congress  has  a  right  to  di^ose  of,  bv  sale  or  oth* 
erw^  the  territory  which  is  the  uma  of  the  Uni- 
ted. States.  -  But  a  sale  cannot  be  effected  without 
purohaaers;  no  person  wiU  nur^haae  unless heean 
be  protected  in  his  person  ana  his  property*  Hence, 
in  order  to  effect  a  sale  of  die  public  lands.  &e 
ConAress  has  the  power  ''  to  make  aU  laws  wnich 
shalT  be  necessary  and  proper"  to  protect  the  pur- 
ohasers  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  hves^  liberty,  and 
property  ^  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  estabJisb- 
ing  a  system  of  Gkyveminent  for  them,  until  their 
mn&bers  entitle  them  to  a  claim  for  amnission  into 
this  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects 
wdiatever,  with  the  original  Stales;  after  wnich, 
wfaea  the  Conpeas  deem»it  expedient  to  admit, 
thcmi  as  such,  it  is  then  no  longer  '*  ncoessary  or 
proper"  for:  the  Congress  to  make  laws  for  their 
gpremment,  and  of  course  the  power  of  the  Con* 
grass  to  ntake  these  laws  ceases  to  exist 

But  it:  has  been  said,  that  the  billon  your  taUe^ 
whieh  has  been  reported  by  the  committee,  alreadv 
contaiii&ia  momber  or  restndtiona ;  and,  It  is  askeo, 
why  not  impose  this  restriction,  as  wvll  as  those 
which  have  been  reported  -by  the  committee  1  Sir, 
saad  Mr4  JL,  those  restrictions  are  warranted  by  the 
Gonstkntion  c  they  relate  to  thepublic  lands,  and  the 
Conmss  have  a  ri^ht  to  make  all  needful  ndesand 

Eatioas  respecting  the  territory  (which  is  the 
ic  land)  or  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
of  these  restrictions,  for  instance,  is,  that  the 
proposed  State  of  Missouri  shall  not  tax  the  land 
of  the  United  States  until  five  years  after  itahall 
hasre  been  sold.  The  reason  of  this  restriction  is 
very  obvious:  the  United  States  have  a  lien  on 
the  land  for  five  vcars  alter  it  shall  have  baensoid, 
and  at  the  end  ot  that  term,  if  the  purchase  money 
dnll  not  have  been  paid,  the.  lana  may.  again  he, 
sold  for  the  pui^ose  of  raising  the  money  which 
may  be  due  thereon ;  and  if  it  will  not  s^  icft  as 
ranch  money  asds  due,  the  litnd  then  reverts  to  the 
United  Steles^fpid  the  payments  which  hadhefore 


been  made,  aie  then  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 
It  is,  then^  competent  for  the  Congress  to  impose 
that  restnctioiL  because,  to  prebcive  the  piulic 
land,  is  "  to  make  a  needud  nue  or  regulation  re* 
speoting  it."  But  even  that  restriction- is,  in  my 
OfMnion,  altogether  unnecessary  and  useless;  be- 
cause, merely  admitting  a  new  State  into  this 
Union,  vronld  give  it  no  control  over  the  land  or 
other  property  of  the  United  States ;  for  ^  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  shall  be  so  conatraed  as  to  pre- 
judice any  claims  of  the  United  States^  or  of  any 
par^cnlar  State."  But,  as  many  suppose  it  b  ne- 
cessary to  impose  such  a  restriction,  and  as  the 
Congress  clearly  have  the  right  to  preserve  and 
protect  the  lana  and  other  property  or  the  United 
States,  there  is  no  want  of  power  m  the  Congress 
to  impose  it ;  it  has,  therdbre,  out  of  abundant 
caution,  been  inserted.  Thus,  sir,  said  ftfr.  L..  I 
have  just  touched  some  of  what  I  deemed  to  be  tne 
principal  noints  involved  in  this  debate.  Much 
more  might  be  said :  it  coeid  easily  be  shown  that 
none  of  the  Slates  heretofore  admitted  into  thb 
Union  have  been  restricted,  with  respect  to  alaveij ; 
that  that- subject  has  been  decided  by  themaiorities 
of  (be  ccmventions  of  those  States;  and  that  tiM 
constitutions  of  the  States  whieh  hare  iilrBa<^ 
been  admitted^  are,  in  many  important  respects, 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  oroinanee  of  1787 ; 
but  I  shall  content  myself  by  leaving  that  sulgect 
toothers. 

When  Mr.  Lbaeb  concluded,  the  Senate  ad- 
jomrnedi 


Tbursday,  January  20. 

Mr.  RoBSBTa,  from  the  Committee  of  Claans. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  ana 
Kurtz  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  a  bill  be  reported  appropriating 

dollars  for  the  relief  of  tne  petitioners.    The 

report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hook- 
er, made  a  report  accompanied  by  a<  resolution 
that  the  prayer  ot  the  petitioner  ought:  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanporo  presented  the  petition' of  €tooi^ 
Mayfield,t>f  Tennessee)  praying  to  be  confirmed  m 
a  grant  of  land  made  to  aim.  by  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  oi|  Public  Laada. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considnratiom  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  In^iraham,  Robert  Hazlehurst:  and 
William  Smith,  jr. ;  and,  in  concurrence  tkere- 
wildly  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

Tjie  Senate  resumed  the  consideratioii.  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  upon 
the petiticm  of  Rhoda  Crawford;  and,  in  coACur- 
lence  therewith,  resolved  that  said  committee  be 
discharged  £rom  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw .her.  petition. 

The  Scsiate  resumed  the  oonsiderationi  of  the 
r^K»t  of  the  Conupoutteai  on  Pmrions  up^D;  the 
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pelLtioii  of  Jolm  Wiliiaiiifoiu  pmiring  a  ptinsiaii ; 
and,  in  comuneace  therewitli,  the  petitiooier  had 
IsaTe  to  withdiaw  his  petition. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Eicharda  wast 
read  the  lecond  time. 

The  Senate  reeuoied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to  ceatinue  in 
force  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  proyide  fior  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Soareme  Court,"  ap- 
DTOYed  the  ^  March,  1817 ;  ana  the  hlaak  baling 
heen  fdled  with/M,  on  motion  by  Mr.  £ato!N,  the 
fiarther  consideration  thereof  was  po^pooed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhoU,  the  consideraticm  of  the  bill  confinnitig 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  ciaim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  the  further  considwration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  neott 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considevation  of  the  boll  to  eataUiab  a 
district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama  $  aud^no 
amendment  having  been  made  'thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordeced  to  be  eagtossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whok,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'SAn 
act  for  the  relief  of  Sther  Shipley,  administra- 
tor of  Thomas  Buckminster.  late  lieutenant  in  the 
thirty<-third  regiment  of  United  States?  sniintry  ;'* 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  EonaBTa,  the  liirther  coa- 
sidoation  thereof  was  fuisther  pos^wnad  until  Acxt 
Monday  week. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Canmittee  of  the 
Wki^  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entkki  ^An 
act  fiw  the  admission  Df  ther  State  id  Maiae  iatto 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendmanta  report- 
ed theeeto  by  the  Committed  on  the  Judiciary^  and 
the  amendmenit  pnmoeed  by  Mr.  RoamiTa. 

Mr.  LowRia,  of  renaavlvaaia,  observed,  thatiso 
mMch  had  been  said,  ana  so  imoh  had  'been  wnt- 
teot  on  this  eubiect,  it  was  extremcfty  difficult  to 
aay  any  thing  mrther  that  would  have  tny  alaim 
to  <inginality ;  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
aupinrt  an  argument  on  cither  side,  without  re- 
peating some  minsB  which  had  ahready  baim  eaid. 
Tim  M  would  en&avor  to  avoids  and,  aa  Ihe  Sen- 
ate miist  be,  in  some  meame^  weary  of  the  debate, 
he  wonkl  tieat  the  question  with^ail  the  brevity 
of  whidi  he  was  capaUe. 

In  this  diaenssion,  it  is  imnowUe  mu  to*  advert 
to  the  fcUowing  maxims,  wnich.iaay  properly  be 
eaUed  fisst  priatiples : 

^  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  sebf^^vi^ttnt,  iJiat 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  thej  aee  ehdowsd 
Inr  their  Cteafeor  with  cestam  inalienkble  rigllMa; 
tnatamoBgat  these  are,  lifie^  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness."  ^ 

^  He  that  made  the  world,  and  all.  things  there- 
in^'hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  man«" 

Them  da  no  excuse  for  hereditiay  slavery,  ex- 
06^  adIHP'esecvatioa-Jieyond  this  it  dwmdles 
into  aaere  larce. 

It  k  not  among  the  natural  nghts  of  nan  to 
«ail«ve  biali^ew  man. 


Slavery  is  of  such  a  aatoire,  it  miOBt  lake  ito  tise 
from  positive  law. 

These  iNrincipleB,as  abttract  truths,  are  not  gen- 
erally denied.  How  far  they  have  a  bearing  en 
this  sttkjeet,  is  a  question  I  wiU  not,  sasi  Mr.  L., 
at  this  moment,  take  up.  I  now  merely  brinig 
them  into  view ;  I  will  advert  to  them  in  another 
part  of  this  argument 

The  first  question  which  meets  us  at  the  thresh- 
old ia^bave  Conjg^ress  the  ri|[ht  to  propose  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  the  restriction  contained  in  the 
amendment?  Before  disposing  of  this  mqiiiry, 
nexmit  me  to  say  a  word  on  Slate  eovertiflntteB. 
1,  for  one,  Mr.  President,  cherish  the  idea,  believ- 
ing that  our  political  salvati<m  dcgwids  upon  it; 
that  a  consolidation  of  this  extended  empire'mnet 
end  in  the  worst  kind;  of  despotiam. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  forming  a 
Qovemment  for  themselves,  established  a  Com- 
dex system.  The  Government  of  the  Union 
flows  a&  directly  from  the  people  as  does  the  gov- 
ernment of  any  of  the  States.  The  circumstance 
that  the  delegatea  who  fanned  the  prewnt  Con- 
stiStttion,  were  appointed  by  the  State  LtgialatiDFes, 
does  not  detract  from  this  idea;  because  meanstru- 
ment  was  afterwards  sobmitted  to  the  people,  and 
had  it  not  been  approved  by  them,  it  would  bave 
had  no  more  authority,  than  the  sweeping  of  your 
floor.  The  Qovemment  of  the  United  States, 
thoiigh  limited  in  its  poewen,  is  simenie  within 
the  proper  sphere  of  its  action.  The  rectpeotive 
GovemnMnts  of  the  United  States  andof  Qie  aev* 
end  StateaareeDvereign within  their  proper»phcrBB, 
and  no  forther.  Hence  it  foUowa,  that  the  States 
aietiniitedsofereigttties.  It  fallowtu  also,  that  the 
rmht  toadmftt  mew  States,  being  within  the  aphere 
of  the  General  ^vefnment,  is  a  right  which)  to 
that  Govetmnent,  is  poBlcot  Every,  genfleman 
who  heaa  mcylmows  mat  these  are  not  new  psin* 
eipkas  that  thejp  have  been  laid  down  and  acted 
on  by  somaof  our  attest  and  wisest  statesmen. 

in  the  Oomitijltttion  it  id  provided  that  ^<the  mi- 
<  graiion  <»  impoirtajtion  of  such  persons  aa  any  of 
^  ^  States  now  exi8tin||[ahall  -think  proper  to  ad- 
'  miL  shall  «ot  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  poor 
(  to  the  year  ISOB,  buta  tax."  Ac.  In  this  debate 
it  seems  genraally  to  be  admitted,  by  gentkmen 
on  the  oj^Kieite  side,  that  these  two  words  are  not 
aynonymeus ;  but  what  their  meaning  is,  they  are 
not  tto  wdl  agreed.  On^  gentleman  tells  u%it 
was  intended  to  prevent  slaves  firom  being  hrOH|(ht 
in  by  land ;  another  gentlcBan  say%  it  waa  in- 
tended to  lestsain  Congress  from  interforing  with 
eaajgration  foom  Europe. 

Thesacoaslnictions  cannot  both  be  right  The 
gentleman  w^  have  paeoeded  me  on  the  same 
aide,  have  .ftdvaaced  a  number  of  pertinent  aign- 
ments  to.settle  the  proper  meaningof  these  wofds. 
I,  air,  ahall  not  repeat  them.  Indeed,  to  m^  th«te 
is  nothing  more  «bry  or  uniotenating.  than  diacus- 
aicns  to  explain  the  awaning  «f  single  words.  In 
the  present  caae,  I  will  onljrrefer  to  theattthocitr 
of  m.  Madison  and  Judge  Wilson,  who  were  bodi 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  who  gate  thatr 
oonatraotion  to  these  words,  long  before  this  ques- 
tion w»a  agitated.    Mr.  Madison  obeervei,that|  40 
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say  this  clause  was  intended  to  prevent  emiffration, 
does  not  deserve  an  answer.  And  Judge  Wilson 
says,  expressly,  it  was  intended  to  place  the  new 
States  under  the  control  of  Congress,  as  to  the 
introduction  of  slaves.  The  opinion  of  this  latter 
gentleman  is  entitled  to  pecauar  weight  After 
the  Convention  had  labored  for  weeks  on  the 
subject  of  representation  and  direct  taxes — ^when 
those  great  men  were  like  to  s^rate  without  ob- 
taining their  object,  Judge  Wilson  submitted  the 
provision  on  this  subject,  which  now  stands  as  a 
part  of  your  Constitution.  Sir,  there  is  no  man, 
from  any  part  of  the  nation,  who  understood  the 
system  of  out  Qovemment  better  than  him ;  not 
even  excepting  Virginia,  from  whence  the  gentle- 
man from  G«>rgia  (Mr.  Walkbr,^  tells  us,  we 
have  all  our  great  men.  But,  sir,  ror  all  the  pur- 
poses of  my  argument,  I  consider  this  provision  of 
the  Constitution  as  an  out-post  j  and,  as  I  do  not 
intend  to  rely  upon  it,  gentlemen  may  have  it  as  a 
free  gift. 

In  the  Constitution  it  is  further  provided,  that 
^  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
*•  make  all  needful  rules  and  regrulations' respecting, 
^  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
*  United  States."  From  the  commencement  of  the 
Cbvernment  until  lately,  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution received  but  one  construction.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  authority.  Congress  proceeded  to  re^- 
late  the  government  of  the  respective  territories, 
until  from  time  ta  time  they  were  admitted  into 
the  Union.  In  pursuance  of  this  provision,  the 
first  Congress  sanctioned  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
which  some  writers  affect  to  call  a  usurpation. 
But  another  construction  is  now  given.  It  is  said 
that  Congress  have  power  only  to  dispose  of  the 
soil,  as  they  would  of  the  other  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  construction  appears  to  nie  to 
involve  an  inconsistency,  to  which  eentlemen  who 
make  it  have  not  perhaps  attended.  To  dispose 
of  the  soil,  pre-supposes  a  Qovemment  to  regulate 
the  inhabitants.  If  this  Government  be  not  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States,  it  must  be  established 
by  themselves.  Suppose  that  a  large  colony  had 
purchased  one  of  your  territories.  You  have  dis- 
posed of  the  soil,  and  your  power  then  ceases ; 
they  may  or  they  may  not  acknowledse  your  au- 
thority ;  they  may,  if  they  choose,  estamish  a  mon- 
archy. These  discordant  principles  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted to  flow  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  territories,  and  the  power  to 
admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  havobeen  given, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress. 
They  are  powers  of  the  General  Government 
within  the  proper  sphere  of  its  action,  and,  of 
coarse  sovereign  and  supreme.  This  Government, 
for  the  period  of  thirty  years,  by  its  acts,  has  sanc- 
tioned the  construction  contended  for.  Territo- 
ries have  been  nurtured  and  protected  through 
their  infancy  and  youth,  until,  arrviring  at  a  pro- 
per affe^  they  were  admitted  into  the  family  of  die 
Republic. 

With  respect  to  Louisiana,  and  the  Territories  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  ineludingthe  whole  coun- 


try claimed  by  the  United  States,  west  of  die  Mis- 
sissippi, besides  the  right  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion,  Conffress  have  another  superadded,  which, 
although  diflferent,  is  not  discordant  France  re- 
ceived this  district  of  country  from  Spain,  and 
ceded  the  same  to  the  United  States^  in  "full 
soverdgnty."  Our  tide,  therefore,  to  this  territory, 
is  perfect  and  complete.  Congress  have  the  same 
sov^rei^  right  to  make  any  provisions,  laws,  or 
reflations,  which  France  could  have  made,  had 
this  territory  still  remained  under  her  jurisdiction. 
In  that  cascL  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
France  would  not  have  had  the  right  to  inhibit 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery.  Suppose  that 
the  territory  of  Missouri  were  now  under  France, 
and  that  tne  inhabitants  had  requested  of  die 
French  Gk>verament  the  privile^  of  becoming 
one  of  the  United  States;  in  giving  her  consent, 
France  could  have  said,  you  may  become  one  of 
those  States,  on  condition  that  you  abolish  slavery. 
In  this  case,  it  would  have  been  perfecdy  compe- 
tent for  France  to  have  proposea  this  condition. 
So  can  the  United  States :  because  we  have  the 
same  sovereignty  here  that  France  ever  had. 

These  principles  are  so  plain,  it  is  di£B«u]t  to 
iDustrate  them  farther ;  but  let  us  take  the  cases 
of  two  nrovinces  hM  by  difi^rent  Powers,  the  one 
to  the  North,  and  the  other  to  the  South.  Sup- 
pose that  Canada  were  to  apply  to  the  Briti^ 
Government  for  liberty  to  join  tiie  American  Re- 
publics,  that  Government  could  say  to  her,  you 
may  have  your  wish  on  condition  that  you  abolish 
your  established  religion,  and  your  system  of  vil- 
laina^;  make  these  fundamental  articles  of  your 
constitution,  and  if  Congress  will  consent,  you 
may  become  one  of  them.  Let  us  suppose,  furtner, 
that  the  twenty  years'  war  which,  with  pen  and 
ink,  we  have  waged  with  the  Government  of 
Spam,  were  now  to'  take  another  direction,  and 
that  the  inhabitants -of  Florida  were  to  request 
His  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  permission  to  join 
our  fiunily.  That  permission  might  be  granted 
on  any  conditions  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  and,  if  agreed  to  by 
them,  and  by  the  Congress,  would  to  binding, 
and  could  not  be  rescinded  without  a  breach  c^ 
good  faith. 

Mr.  President^  if  we  examine  the  history  of  the 
new  States  which  have  been  admitted  into  this 
Union,  we  will  find  that  none  of  diem  were  ad- 
mitted without  conditions,  which  were  to  become 
fundamental  articles,  irrevocab^  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties.  The  cases  of  Kentucky  and 
Vermont  are  not  exceptions,  although  diey  have 
ffeneraUy  been  so  considered.  Kentucky  was 
mrmed  from  the  territory  belonging  to  Virginia, 
and  a  number  of  conditions  were  imposed  by  the 
one  State,  and  agreed  to  by  the  other,  wbich  to 
this  day  are  binding.    , 

Vermont  was  not  like  any  of  the  other  States. 
Her  history  is  briefly  this:  The  territory  was 
claimed  both  by  New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 
In  1761-2,  New  Hampshire  granted  one  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  townsnips  west  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river.  New  York  became  alarmed  at  tbis 
proceeding,  applied  for  the  territory  to  the  British 
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Cforemmcnt,  .and  obtained  a  decision  in  her  faTor. 
She  then  endeavored  to  dispossess  the  settlers  who 
claimed  under  the  New  Hampshire  grants.  But 
her  authority  was  resisted  on  tne  part  of  Vermcmt, 
and  for  twenty-six  years  this -new  Btate  main- 
tained her  gpronnd.  In  this  contest,  the  Old  Con- 
|rress  pursued  an  undecided  course.  In  the  mean- 
time^ Vermont  declared  itself  independent,  and  so 
oontmued  tUl  the  year  1789,  when  commissioners 
were  appointed  by  this  State  and  by  New  York, 
who  finally  agreed  that  Vermont  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  two  conditions:  the  one 
related  to  her  boundaries,  and  the  other  required 
the  payment  of  930^000  to  New  York  within  four 
years  from  that  period. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  that  the  whole  discussion  was 
upon  a  dry  subject  and  that  this  part  of  it  was  pe- 
culiarly so.  I  will,  therefore,  sir,  pass  over  the 
conditions  imposed  on  the  other  States.  It  is  the 
less  necessary  that  I  should  mention  them,  as  other 
gentlemen  hiave  brought  the  most  of  them  into 
view  already.  Let  me  observe,  however,  that,  in 
the  nine  new  States,  there  are  seventeen  distinct 
<!onditions  attached,  not  one  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  old  thirteeu  States.  The  new  States  are  re- 
stricted in  their  taxes;  they  are  restricted  from 
touching  the  right  of  the  soil :  they  are  restricted 
in  their  iiighways  and  navigable  streams  of  water; 
and  three  of  them,  which  at  no  distant  day  will  be 
three  of  the  brightest  stars  in  our  political  constel- 
lation, are  restricted  as. to  slavery.  Take  the  con- 
stitution of  Maine ;  restrictions  are  there  imposed 
by  Massachusetts.  Nay,  more,  sir.  look  at  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  honoraole  chairman 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  even  to  Missouri, 
this  favorite  child,  we  find  restrictions.  It  is  true, 
these  restrictions  are  placed  in  the  bill  under  the 
cover  of  provisos ;  so,  let  me  tell  gentlemen,  is  the 
restricti<m  ofiered  as  an  amendment  by  my  eol- 
leajgue.  Our  right  iis  admitted  to  impose  one  re- 
striction; but  to  impose  another  restriction,  not 
involving  the  necessity  of  a  ^peater  or  higher  de- 
gree of  sovereignty,  the  right  is  denied.  We  have 
called  on  gentlemen  to  reconcile  these  views ;  much 
was  e»^Ced  from  their  talents,  but  to  perform  im- 
possibilities is  beyond  their  reach. 

The  obligation  imposed  upon  this  Government 
by  the  treaty  of  cession  has  been  much  relied  upon. 
It  is  sa^  we  are  all  bound  to  admit  Missouri,  and 
that  upon  'her  own  terms ;  that,  in  her  case,  we 
have  no  discretion.  Mr.  President,  it  is  i  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  say,  that  the  treaty-making  power 
cannot  control  the  genius  of  the  Constitution.  New 
States  may  be  admitted,  are  the  words  of  this  in- 
strument. Sir,  it  never  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  people,  when  they  passed  upon  this  provision, 
to  suppose  that  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  die 
Senate  could  chanse  its  import.  If  gentlemen  will 
still  contend  that  the  treaty  dififers  from  the  Con- 
stitution, they  must  foe  told  that  as  far  as  that  is 
the  case,  the  treaty  itself  is  a  nullity. 

It  is  further  saia^  that  the  treaty  ^aranties  their 
property  te  all  the  mhabitants  of  Missouri,  and  that 
this  property  embraces  slaves.  At  the  date  of  this 
treaty  en  cession  almost  the  whole  of  this  territory 
was  a  wilderness,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  is  stiU 


a  wilderness.  Admitting  for  a  moment  that  slaves 
are  property,  it  must  be  proved  that  any  others, 
besides  those  there  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  were 
intended  to  be  embraced  by  its  povisions.  This 
cannot  be  shown.  The  mhabitants  then  there 
were  the  parties  we  admit  to  this  treaty ;  and,  what- 
ever may  have  been  their  rights  or  their  property, 
they  are  not  touched  by  this  amendment.  But  far- 
ther proof  is  still  wanted,  because  it  is  denied  that 
the  word  property,  in  this  treaty,  means  slaves. 
Here  I  ask  no  rule  of  construction  that  is  foreign 
to  the  subject.  Apply  to  the  writers  6n  the  law  of 
nations ;  let  them  pass  upon  these  words ;  try  them 
by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution ;  submit  them 
to  the  test  of  reason ;  there  all  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage ;  they  tell  you  that  slaves  and  property  are 
not  convertible  terms.  In  the  history  of  ous^Qov- 
emment  we  have  a  case  fully  in  point :  When  Vir-' 
^nia  ceded  the  Northwestern  territory  to  Congress, 
It  was  on  condition  that  it  should  become  members 
of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights^ 
sovereu^ty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the 
other  States.  This  language  is  as  strong  as  that 
of  the  treaty  with  France ;  neither  can  it  be  de- 
nied that,  at  the  time  Virginia  made  this  cession, 
there  were  in  thiis  territory  a.  number  of  inhabit- 
ants professing  to  be^  her  citizens,  and  owning 
slaves. 

Congress,  with  the  knowledge  of  thesefacts,  and 
the  deed  of  cession  before  them,  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  by  which  slavery  was  banished 
from  this  fair  portion  of  our  territory.  This  ordi- 
nance was  sanctioned  by  the  First  Congress ;  it  has 
been  interwoven  in  the  constitution  of  many  of 
the  States ;  even  at  the  present  session,  in  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  th^  Union,  it 
is  distinctly  recognised.  Thus,  in  a  case  perfectly 
analogous,  we  have  a  legislative  sanction,  descend 
ing  from  the  First  Congress,  through  many  of  the 
intermediate  ones,  down  to  the  present,  which  com- 
pletely covers  the  ground  I  have  taken.  With  this 
example  before  us,  I  hazard  nothing  in  asserting 
that,  if  Congress  had  extended  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  excepting  from 
its  provisions  the  slaves  then  there,  this  obligation 
of  the  treaty  would  have  been  fulfilled  in  good 
fidth. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  L.,  say  a  few 
words  on  the  policy  of  adopting,  the  proposed  re- 
striction. We  were  told  the  otEer  day  by  an  hon- 
orable member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,) 
that  we  knew  nothing  about  this  question,  how- 
ever much  we  mi^ht  be  disposed  to  philosophise 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  the  experience  and  integrity 
of  that  gentleman  have  gained  him  my  entire  con- 
fidence. Although  this  assertion  was  not  accom- 
panied by  any  facts  or  reasoning,  it  led  me  to 
examine  aneW  every  principle  relating  to  the  pol- 
icy of  thb  measure.  I  have  also  attended  to  all 
that  has  been  said  against  the  policy  of  adopting 
this  restriction,  but  1  have  yet  found  nothing  to 
shake  ray  first  convictions  on  the  subject.  ^  ^ 

It  has  not  been  pretended — it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended— ^that  the  toleration  of  slavery  is  necessary 
for  the  self-preservation  of  the  peojile  of  Missouri. 
This  being  the  ease,  the  first  prin€;iples  I  have  al- 
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ready  broti^t  into  view  bear  with  their  nndxrided 
weieht  upon  the  question.  The  ffentlemen  tdl 
us  that  slavery  is  an  evil — on  this  floor  they  have 
lamented  its  existence ;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  the^,  almost  in  the  same  breath,  contend  for 
the  expediency  of  extending  this  evil  to  the  peace- 
ful region  west  of  the  Mississippi ! 

Hnmanity  to  the  slaTCs  themselves,  it  is  said,  re- 
qnires  the  rejection  of  this  amendment.  Sir,  how 
is  the  matter  of  fact  on  this  point?  Let  us  sup- 
pose that  one  hundred  femilies,  with  each  ten 
slaves,  are  about  to  emigrate  to  Missouri.  Every 
gentleman  here  knows  the  situation  of  this  class 
of  our  jx^Niiation — ^the  husband  is  in  one  family, 
the.  wife  in  another,  the  children  in  another.  In 
removing,  no  respect  to  these  relations  can  be  paid 
*-^  must  be  disregarded ;  the  husband  and  the 
wife  must  part,  to  meet  no  more;  the  &ther  is 
dragged  away,  and  the  mother  and*  the  children 
left,  or  thev  are  taken,  and  he  by  force  is  compelled 
lo  stay  benind ;  or,  if  he  escape  aiWr  them,  he  is 
pursued,  bound,  and  brought  oack.  This,  sir,  is 
not  ftncy ;  these  scenes,  mt  a  few  months  ago,  I 
witnessed  in  person,  amongst  emigrants  goinf  to 
this  said  Missouri.  Oar  humanity  may  be  culed 
acklv,  but  it  gives  no  sanction  to  scenes  like  these. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  EowAnns,) 
with  great  apparent  force  of  reasoning,  has  en- 
deavc«ed  to  prove  that,  by  opening  the  extensive 
Begrions  of  the  West  to  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
aothuig  is  thereby  done  to  spread  slavery ;  that^ 
whether  they  are  admitted  west  of  the  Mississippi 
or  not,  the  number  remains  the  same.  I  presume, 
air,  that  every  gentleman  here  has  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  the  principle  which  governs  the  population 
of  the  human  race.  It  is  capable  of  demonstra- 
.tion,  that  the  {xipulation  increases  fiister  than  Uie 
■wans  of  subsistence ;  the  one  increases  in  a  ffety- 
metrieid,  the  other  in  an  arithmetical  progression. 
The  spnng  which  causes  one  thousand  to  double 
their  nmnfisr  in  a  given  timcy  will  cause  a  thon- 
aand  millions  to  double  in  the  same  time ;  in  other 
woBcb,  the  c^iability  of  increase  is  not  affected  W 
the  size  of  the  number.  Take,  for  example^  an  isi- 
,  and  containing  ten  thousand  fiiims,  of  one  huodied 
.a(»e9  each ;  let  it  bei  supposed  that  there  is  an  in- 
habitant for  each  farm,  and  that  they  double  their 
number  every  twenty-five  years.  .  In  <Mie  hundred 
and  forty  years  there  would  be  more  inhabitants 
than  acres,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  century 
there  would  be  above  three  hundred  inhabitants 
for  every  acre.  But  the  impossibility  of  support- 
ing that  number  on  the  given  tenritory  would  Keep 
the  inhabitants  down  to  the  level  of  the  food.  The 
principles  which  govern,  in  the  sui»osed  case  of 
this  idand,  will  govern  in  the  case  of  a  nation  or 
of  the  world.  In  every  nation  the  population 
presses  more  or  less  against  the  means  of^  subsist- 
ence, and,  from  ita  very  nature,  must  continue  to 
do  so,  until  the  end  of  tmie. 

Apply  these  principles  to  the  case  before  us,  and 
what  becomes  g(  the  gentleman's  argument  1  Sev- 
enty years  ago  the  penetrating  mind  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin discovert  this  principle.  Go,  savs  he,  to  Af- 
rica, and  see  if  you  oaa  discover  tne  oap  from 
whoDce  the  negroes  have  come,  that  have  bttckened 


half  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  many  other 
places !  Boeh  will  be  die  case  at  no  distant  day, 
if  the  policy  advocated  by  gentlemen  is  now  to 
prevail.  A  single  oentnry  will  not  have  elapeed, 
^until  the  question  may  be  asked :  Where  is  the 

Kp  in  any  of  the  alaveholding  Slates  from  whence 
ve  come  the  slaves,  that,  iiram  the  banks  of  the 
Bilississippi  to  the  Rocky  mooatainsyha veblackened 
the  whole  region  of  the  West  ?  Sir,  that  opening 
never  will  be  found,  because  it  never  will  exist. 
The  sprinff  of  population  will  alwavs  keep  the 
number  fnll.  A  market  extended  as  tne  forests  of 
your  Western  regions,  is  thus  ^lened  for  the  sale 
of  human  flesh.  Every  inducement  which  ava- 
rice or  the  insatiable  love  of  gain  could  desire,  is 
held  out  to  the  slaveholder  to  iacieaae  the  number 
of  his  slaves.  Under  such  inducements  this  chiss 
of  population  will  increase  with  a  rapidity  hereto- 
fore uiJmown.  Even  at  the  mte  of  merease  from 
1800  to  1810,  in  a  single  century  there  will  be  up- 
wards of  twenty-eeven  millions  of  slaves  in  the 
United  States.  This  sia^e  fact^  founded  as  it  is 
on  arithmetical  certainty,  is  sufficiently  alarming ; 
but,  sir,  it  points  you  to  a  very  different  policy  than 
the  <Hie  contended  for  by  the  honorable  members 
on  the  other  aide. 

Mr.  President,  the  wh<de  force  of  the  observa- 
.  lions  of  gentlemen  seems  to  turn  on  the  necessity 
of  an  ott&t.  In  other  words,  give  than  a  mmket 
for  this  species  of  pn^ierty.  It  will  hardly  be  con- 
tended tlttt  thi»  necessity  is  gnater  now  than  it 
was  in  1787.  There  is  yet  much  room  in  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  and  Loaisiana,  huge  portions  of 
these  States  being  yet  a  wilderness;  not  to  speak 
of  Qeoima,  the  Caroliaas,  and  Tennesaee.  If  I 
am  asked  what  is  to  be  done  when  these  are  fdl, 
let  me  answer  by  asking  what  is  to  be  done  when 
the  whole  Western  country  is  full?  Sir,  the 
mightv  spring  of  population,  under  the  advan- 
tages I  have  already  noticed,  will  soon  people  the 
whole  of  the  West  with  a  colored  population. 

The  ^estion  then  presents  itself,  which  pdicy, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  is  the  best,  diat  which 
holds  out  every  possible  inducement  for  die  propa- 
gation of  slaves,  or  that  which  leaves  them  as  they 
now  are?  That  policy  which  caUs  to  its  aid  the 
worst  passions  of  the  human  mind,  avarice  and 
the  insatiable  love  of  gain,  arising  from  the  traffic 
in  the  bodies  and  in  the  soob  of  men,  or  that  which 
will  require,  if  th^  are  removed  at  all,  that  their 
fetters  first  be  faroicn  asunder?  Actuated  by  the 
principles  we  now  contend  foi;,  the  statesmen  of 
1787  passed  the  ordinance  of  that  year,  fay  which 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  rescaed  from  this 
evil.  Had  other  oounads  then  prevailed,  had  tliis 
district  been  opened  for  ^  introduction  of  alaves, 
and  a  market  existed  there,  it  requites  htde  reflec- 
tion and  less  reasoninff  to  show  that  tl^s  class  of 
our  population  would  hy  this  time  have  been  much 
increased  beyond  their  present  number. 

I  will  not,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  pursue  the  a^gcunent 
on  this  subject  any  farther ;  but,  before- 1  sit  down, 
permit  me  to  advert  to  some  expreasioiis  which 
nave  fallen  from  raitlemen  in  this  debate.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Blr.  BabbodR))  the 
other  day  toldna  that  this  mject  will  be  an  ig- 
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nitod  spBalL^  wiiich,  «ommiiiiidited  to  an  immense 
mass  of  combustioii,  will  produce  an  ex^oeion 
that  will  shake  this  Unioa  to  its  centre.    The  gen- 
tlemaii  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Walkeb)  tells  us,  that 
Jie  thinks  he  hears  the  thunders  roll,  he  sees  the 
father  ftrrayed  asainst  the  son,  and  the  brother 
drawing  the  bloody  sword  from  the  bosom  of  the 
brother  1    Mr.  President,  I  will  not  now  detain  the 
Senate,  fay  inquihnf  in  which  of  (he  States  these 
combusliue  materius  are,  or  by  pointing  out  the 
fM  on  which  the  battle  will  be  fought.    Before 
that  bill  leares  your  table,  if  no  other  gentleman 
takes  up  this  part  of  the  subject^  I  may  pcnrhaps 
lake  the  liberty  of  looking  at  it  a  little  more  in  de- 
^  tail ;  not,  sir,  as  a  member  from  Pennsylvania,  but 
as  one  of  the  RepreseBtatires  of  the  whole  of  the 
United  States.    At  pesent,  however,  I  will  only 
observe,  that  I  also  believe  with  those  f^tlemen, 
that  we  are  drawing  towards  a  verr  serious  crisis ; 
to  save  US  from  which,  all  the  wisaom  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  as  well  as  the  blessing  of  the  Al- 
nughty,  will  be  necessary.    But,  sir,  if  the  alter- 
native be,  as  gentlemen  thus  broadly  intimate,  a 
dissolution  of  this  Union,  or  the  extension  of 
slavery  over  this  whole  Western  country,  I,  for 
one,  will  choose  the  former.    I  do  not  say  tius 
lightly ;  I  am  aware  that  the  idea  is  a  dreadful 
one.  ^The  choice  is  a  dreadful  one.    Either  side 
of  the  alternative  fills  my  mind  with  horror.    I 
have  not,  however,  yet  despaired  of  the  Republic. 
And  unless  the  mdanchcrfy  result  convinces  me  to 
the  eontcary*  I  must  still  belierve  that  we  axe  able 
to  dispose  oi  this  distracting  question  so  as  to  -sat- 
isfy tne  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Mri  BuRBiLLyOf  Rhode  island.>Baid^it  might  prob- 
ably betiioi^t,  that  the  very  full  discussion  which 
this  question  had  reoeived,  rendened  it  quite  .unne- 
cesnry  to  add  any  thing  to  the  daborate  arguments 
of  the  honofable  gentlemen  who  had  pieeeded  him : 
I  even  think  so  my8^,8aid  he ;  but,  having  at  the 
labt  session  taken  wxem  sharein  the  debate  upon  a 
similar  motion,  it  would  be  expected  of  me  that 
the  same  sense  of  duty  which  then  prompted  me 
to  address  you,  would  still  continue  its  effect,  unless 
farther  reflection  or  the  amiments  of  honorable 
gentlemen  had  inrodueed  a  change  of  opinion.  No 
change  o(  that  smd  has  been  thought,  and- longer 
and  nme  careful  consideration  -has  piodueed  a 
deeper  conviction,  not  only  of  the  conatitntionality, 
but  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  Tcstriotion.  I 
shall  um^  however,  to  avoid,  as  fiir  as  possible,  the 
repetition  d  former  arguments,  for  Lfeel  too  much 
impressed  with  the  very  kind  and  eacoura^ine  at- 
tention which  my  humble  attempts  on  this  floor 
hare  always  received  from  the- Senate,  to  tax  their 
friendly  patiettce  for  any  very  gveat  length  of  time. 
The  ofl^ac^ion  principally  rehed  upon  by  those 
irho  have  opposed  this  restnetion,  is,  that  theCon- 
atitntion  gives  us  no  power  to  in]|N)se  it,  and  they 
call  npon  us,  in  a  manner  wrhioh  unplies  that,  they 
feel  themselves  strong  on  this  point,  to  produce  thie 
daoae  or  article  in  which  the  power  is  gnuited. 
Objections  of  a  Conatitotional  kind,  opposed  to  a 
measure  of  kgialatioii,  are  entitled  to  rojpcct,  and 
mast   be  answered;  bat  they  have  so  uequently 


been  urged,  in  Congress  and  in  the  States,  against 
almost  every  measure  ^proposed  or  adopted,  that 
they  have  lost  the  importance  arising  out  of  their 
name  and  source,  ana  must  stand  upon  their  own 
merits,  or,  which  is  sometimes  unfortunatdy  the 
case,  will  stand  upon  the  eloquence  and  ability  of 
those  who  uive  them.  •  In  the  threshold,  I  might 
ask  honorable  gentlemen  whether  the  burden  of 
this  argument  is  not  thrown  upon  their  shoulders 
rather  than  ours.  We  propose  to  subject  Missouri 
to  no  other  restrictions  than,  in  1787.  was  imposed 
by  the  ^^  immortal''  ordinance,  as  tne  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has,  with  great  force  and  pro- 
priety, called  it,  upon  the  whole  Northwestern  ter- 
ritory, a  restriction  which  was  readily  and  freely 
assented  to,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  oy  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  to  which  the 
unpaialkled  growth  and  happy  condition  of  the 
first  ot  those  fertile  and  extensive  States  is,  in  a 
great  de^ee,  to  be  ascribed.  A  restriction,  then, 
the  propriety  of  which  is  strengthened  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  the  old  Congress  and  of  the 
new^  of  the  States  and  of  the  Union,  ought  not 
hastdy  to  be. condemned  as  unconstitutional.  It 
has  onen  been  rqpeated  within  doors  and  without, 
that  our  free  aad  happy  Constitution,  in  which  so 
many  apparent  contradictions  and  jarring^  interests 
aro  reconciled  into  a  strong  and  harmonious  Fed- 
eral Government,  was,  in  great  pert,  the  fruit  of 
compromise.  We  have  often  been-  reminded,  and 
I  shall  not  soon  forget  it,  that  the  small  States  are 
indebted  to  this  principle  of  conciliation  aad  eom- 
promisej  for  their  equu  suffrage  in  this  branch  of 
tlie  National  Leginature.  On  such  occasions,  it 
is  but  fair  and  equal  to  lenuad  other  gentlemen 
that  the  same  friendly  and  patriotic  prim$i|de  has 
given  to  the  slaveholihng  states  a  repiesenia^tion 
upon  pn^ertyin  the  other  House,  and  dmt  the 
compensation  intended  to  have  been  made  by  the 
aj^rtionment  of  direct  taxes,  according  to  the 
same  ratio,  has.  owing  to  the  ability  or  disposition 
to  dispense  witn  such  taxes,  except  in  a  very  ^  few 
instances,  never  been  received. 

But,  Mr.  President,  ^s  principle  of  compromtse 
went  much  fiurther.  Almost  ail  the  States^  and 
nearly  every  individual  in  the  Convention  consid- 
end  slavery  as  an  evil^  and  an  evil,  as  one  of  the 
gentleaien  vsm  €(eoigia  has  observed,  in-the  course 
of  this  debate,  to  be  tolerated,  because  it  could  not 
be  remedied.  They  also  agreed,  that  ^e  traffic  in 
slaves  on  the  African  coast  vras  inhuman  as  well 
asin^politic,  and  ought,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be 
suppressed.  There  was  still,  however,  an*  unwil- 
lingness in  some  gentlemen,  that  Congress  ^oidd 
have  the  immediale  power  to  interdict  diis  trade. 
TheX^nventiont  therefore,  in  the  spirit  of  compro- 
miw,  asreedto  a  hmkation  on  that  geneial  power 
vrhich  Confress  would,  by  the  Constitution,  have 
posaessed  over  the; migration  and  importation  of 
slaves,  and  they  inserted  in  the  9th  section,  1st  ar- 
ticle, ihat  ^  the  migntion  or  importation  oi  suoh 

<  penons  as  any  of  the  Sutes  now  existinfr  ^udl 
<.thmk  proper.to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
^  Coaaiess  prior  tothe  year  1808,  but  a  taxos  du^ 
'  muaybe imposed  on  such  in^ortation,not  enteora- 

<  ing  4en  do&ns  Ibr  each  pcMon."    It  iipvwy  *cfh- 
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fcrrable  that  the  ConTCDtioB  hav^  throngliout  the 
Constitation,  sedokNulv  avoided  toe  woi^  slaves 
and  slavery.  One  of  inemost  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  that  body  proposed  the  substitation  of  other 
words,  and,  said  he  hoped  that  the  time  mi^t  ar- 
rive, during  the  existence  of  tliis  Constitution, 
when  slavery  would  no  longer  ezisLaqd  he  wished 
there  might  be  no  memorial  in  tne  Ckinstitution 
itself,  that  it  ever  had  existed.  We  have  the  evi- 
dence of  the  venerable  Mr.  Jay,  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  Convention.  There  was,  in  fact,  this  com- 
promise: Congress  shall  have  the  power  of  pre- 
venting the  migration  and  importation  of  slaves : 
but  as  to  the  States  then  existing,  they  shall  not 
exercise  it  till  1608.  As  to  new  States,  Uieir  power 
was  not  even  temporarily  restrained.  In  trath, 
there  was  then,  as  unfortunately  there  is  not  now, 
a  universal  disposition  to  restrain  and  limit  the 
extension  of  slaverv.  In  the  same  spirit  was  con- 
ceived and  enacted  the  ordinance  ot  1787,  passed 
unanimously,  assented  to  by  all  the  States  con- 
cerned, and  ratified  by  the  first  Congress  under  the 
new  Constitution.  An  ordinance  too,  enacted 
during  the  session  of  the  Convention,  by  persons 
some  of  whom  were  members  of  both  bodies,  and 
having  an  efiect  not  upon  the  spirit  merely,  but 
upon  die  frame  and  phraseology  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  short,  those  great  men  considered  that 
henceforth  we  had  a£>pted,  as  a  basis,  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  polity,  that  domestic  slavery 
.was  not  to  be  further  extended. 

On  these  grounds,  the  limitation  on  the  other- 
wise unlimited  power  of  Congress  over  this  sub- 
ject was  confined  to  the  States  then  existiiig.  '  It 
was  already  prohibited  in  the  Territories  by  the 
ordinance,  and  Congress  were  not  to  be  restrained 
or  iubited  in  this  regard  by  the  temporary  limita- 
tion as  to  the  then  existing  States.  The  then  ex- 
isting States  were  to  do  as  they  thought  fit  till 
1808 ;  and  in  fact — and  to  their  hon<Nr  m  it  said — 
the  greater  number  prohibited  immediately,  and 
had  already  prohibited  both  migration  and  import- 
ation :  but  as  to  the  Territories ;  as  to  new  States ; 
as  to  States  not  then  existing ;  the  power  of  Con- 
gress was  unfettered«-was  supreme.  It  has  not 
been  sufficiently  considered,  that  the  clause  under 
consideration  is  not  a  grant  of  power,  but  a  limit- 
ation of  a  power  which  existed  m  Congress  by  the 
force  of  the  ex|>res8  words  of  the  Constitution,  or 
by  a  necessary  implication.  And  this  limitation 
too  we  must  bear  m  mind  was  temporary,  and  to 
expire  in  the  short  period  of  twenty  years.  But 
it  is  urged  by  honorable  ^ntlemen,  toat,  though 
Congress  might  prohibit  importation  after  1808, 
they  could  not  prohibit  the  carrying  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  and  consequendy  not  into 
new  States.  Gentlemen  who  deny  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  and  resist  the  force  of  the  argument  de- 
rived from  the  various  legislative  expositions  of 
.  Congress,  ought  at  least  to  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  wonl  migration.  An  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia  says  that  miffraiiofi 
means  the  coming  from  a  foreisn  country  by 
land,  and  that  the  meaninff  is  that  Congress  might 
prevent  the  migration  of  slaves  from  foreign  coun- 
tries or  colonies  by  lai|d,  and  the  importetion  from 


abroad  by  sea.  Other  gentlcBien  say  that  the  word 
migraium  has  no  reference  at  all  to  slaves,  but  re- 
lates to  white  foreigners  emigrating  from  Europe. 

In  regard  to  the  first  constraction,  I  may  ask,  if 
migraUon  relates  to  slaves  coming  by  land,  why 
has  not  Congress  the  power  given  it  of  imposiiig 
the  duty  of  ten  dollars,  in  the  same  way  as  if  they 
were  brought  by  water  1  In  fact  it  is  in  both  cases 
an  importatioa.  and  the  Convention  were  in  this 
case  f^tj  of  me  sin  of  tautolo^  if  this  construc- 
tion is  correcL  In  the  acts  against  the  slave  trade, 
importation  by  land  or  water  is  prohibited. 

The  second  construction,  which  refers  this  word 
to  the  emigration  of  white  free  men,  is  equally 
inadmissible.  What  State  ever  imagined  that  Con- 
gress would  prevent  the  emigration  from  Europe 
mto  this  country  of  white  freemen  ?  And,  if  any 
jealousy  on  this  head  existed,  why  was  the  control 
over  dongress  to  cease  in  1808  7  Were  they  at 
liberty  to  do  so  strange  a  thing  in  1808,  why  were 
they  forbidden  te  do  so  previous  to  that  epoch  ? 
There  never  waiL  there  never  could  have  been, 
any  fear  on  this  nead ;  nor  was  there  any  inten- 
tion to  limit  the  general  superintending  power  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  or  the  naturalization  of  aliens ;  or,  if 
there  was  such  a  fear,  or  such  an  intention,  the 
ground  of  the  one  and  the  reason  of  the  other 
would  extend  far  beyond  the  year  1808.  Ap^ying 
these  terms  as  they  were  intended  to  be  applied — 
that  is,  to  slaves  and  we  have  a  key  to  the  con- 
struction, an  explanation  of  the  reason  of  this  lim- 
itation of  the  power  of  Congress,  consistent  with 
what  I  have  stated  to  have  bwn  the  general  intent 
of  the  Convention,  which  was  to  restrain  and  cir- 
cumscribe slavery.  Two  of  the  Southern  States 
would  not  agree  to  the  immediate  prohibition 
either  of  importation  or-  migration,  and  the  clause 
tiierefore  was  the  fruit  of  a  compromise.  A  power 
which  two  States  virere  apprehensive  mifht  be 
exercised  to  their  injury  was  to  be  suspended  until 
1808.  In  addition  to  die  hit  import  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  and  to  the  evidence  derived  from 
the  ordinance  of  1787.  and  the  history  of  the  times, 
we  have  a  decided  legislative  exposition  of  the 
meaning  of  the  new  word  mt^rattoa,  and  the  con- 
finement of  the  restriction  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress within  the  old  States,  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  and  Legislature  after  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  in  18o£ 

Under  tne  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when 
Mr.  Madison,  a  member  of  the  Conven^on,  was 
Secretary  of  State,  Consress  passed  an  act,  March 
26,  1804,  (vol.  3,  p.  603,)  for  erecting  Louisiana 
into  two  Territories,  one  of  which  was  called  Or- 
leans ;  and  in  regard  to  Orleans  there  were  enacted, 
and  without  (so  far  as  we  know)  any  opposition, 
important  restrictions  upon  the  introduction  of 
slaves.  Congress  not  omy  interdicted  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  from  abroad,  but  they  expressly 
forbad  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  from  the  old 
States,  which  had  been  imported  after  May,  1796 ; 
and  also  the  introduction  of  slaves,  direedy  or 
iadirecdy,  except  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
removing  into  the  Territory  for  actual  settlement, 
and  being  at  the  time  of  such  removal  bona  fide 
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owner  of  sach  slave  or  slaves ;  otherwise,  the  shive 
to  be  restored  to  his  freedom.  The  residue  of  the 
old  province  of  Louisiana  was  placed  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Governor  and  other  authorities 
of  Indiana,  wher^  by  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
slavery  was  already  prohibited.  Here  then  we 
have,  upon  a  most  important  occasion,  a  legisla- 
tive construction  of  the  Constitution  on  the  sub- 
ject of  migration,  and  also  on  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  Territories,  so  far  forth  as  relates  to 
slavery ;  and  it  is  also,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
show,  a  commentary  upon  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
the  province  of  Lomsiana. 

Indeed,  Mr.  President,  if  we  look  through  all  the 
acts  of  cession  and  acts  for  admitting  new  States— 
from  the  admission  of  Kentucky,  February  4, 1791, 
to  the  admission  of  Alabama  at  this  session — ^we 
diall  find  a  continual  reference  to  and  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  power  in  Congress,  and  a  constant 
exercise  of  it  too,  of  imposing  such  restrictions  on 
the  new  States,  not  inconsistent  with  their  perfect 
equality  in  federal  rights,  as  were  necessary  for 
the  security  of  the  rights  and  property  and  suprem- 
acy of  the  Federal  Crovemment ;  and  of  those 
principles  (among  which  was  the  prevention  of  the 
further  spread  of  slavery)  which  were  and  are  and 
always  must  be  the  vital  and  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Union.  Thus,  in  the  acts  for 
admission  of  Tennessee,  April  2, 1790,  and  May 
26, 1797,  though  a  .part  of  an  old  State,  there  is 
no  other  reserve  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  as 
to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  than  this:  ^'That  no 
regulation,  to  be  made  by  Congress,  should  tend 
to  emancipate  slaves."  At  that  time,  there  was  a 
eeneral  consent  and  understanding  that  this  pesti- 
lence of  davery  was  not  to  be  further  disused. 
Bnt  the  times  are  changed,  and  we  are  changed 
with  them. 

I  was  prepared,  Mr.  President,  to  have  gone 
through  the  several  acts  for  the  admission  of  new 
Stale,  and  to  have  shown  what  a  variety  of  re- 
strictions and  conditions  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary, for  the  security  of  the  property  and  rights  of 
the  Union,  to  impose  upon  these  admissions  p  but 
the  very  detailed  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Roberts,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Morril,)  render  it 
unnecessary.  Tnese  restrictions  and  conditions 
do  not  derogate  from  the  perfect  federal  equality 
of  those  States,  and  derive  their  binding  force  not 
only  from  the  acts  of  Congress,  but  from  the  ex- 
press consent  of  the  good  people  of  those  States, 
given  by  their  conventions. 

Mr.  President,  {gentlemen  attempt  to  alarm  our 
fears  by  calling  this  motion  an  infringement  of  the 
independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  individual 
States.  I  know  very  well  the  magical  force  of 
certain  words,  and  that,  though  they  may  not  be 
potent  to  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  they 
ftre  sufficiently  so  to  alarm  prejudice  and  excite 
our  jealcKity.  But  after  all,  sir,  in  what  does  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States  consist?  They  surely 
cannot  make  war,  or  peace,  or  alliances,  or  raise 
armies,  or  build  navies,  or  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  or 


impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  regulate 
trade;  in  short,  they  can  hardly  do  any  one  of 
those  things  which  sovereign  princes,  or  empe- 
rors, or  republics  may  do,  and  which  Congress 
may  do.  It  is  clear,  then,  notwithstanding  the 
majesty  of  these  worck,  that  the  States  are  ihnited 
sovereignties,  and  that  the  supremacy  is  vested  by 
'the  people  of  these  United  States  in  the  Federal 
Government. 

So  far  as  the  people  and  the  States  have  dde- 
gated  their  powers  to  the  Federal  Government, 
me  several  states  are  restrained  and  limited,  ana 
must  act  in  subordination  to  the  general  will,  that 
is  to  say,  the  federal  will.  This  general  or  federal 
will,- or  power,  is  to  be  exercised  under,  and  is  cir- 
cumscribed by,  the  federal  Constitution.  It  is  no 
argument  then  to  say,  that  the  power  to  admit 
domestic  slavery  in  a  new  State  is  a  power  neces- 
sarily belonging  to  an  independent  sovereignty, 
and  therefore  essential  to  a  State.  We  are  still 
brought  back  to  the  first  question — ^Has  not  Con- 
gress power,  by  the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  the 
migration  and  importation  of  slaves  into  a  State 
not  existing  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  had  they  not  power  to  do  this  even  before 
1803?  If  these  questions  are  answered  in 'the 
affirmative,  and  if^  migration  and  importation  in- 
clude all  the  modes  in  which  slaves  could  be 
brought  into  a  territory  or  new  State,  then  have 
we  a  right  to  hold  out  to  Missouri  this  restriction, 
as  contemplated  in  the  amendment,  and  which 
affects  no  vested  right  whatever,  as  a  condition  on 
which  they  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  If 
they  reject  the  terms  they  remain  a  territory. 

Congress  may  admit  new  States,  but  are  not 
obliged  to  admit  them.  If  Missouri  accepts  these 
terms,  for  there  are  various  terms  and  conditions 
in  the  bill  reported,  besides  the  one  proposed  in 
this  amendment,  she  is  bound  by  the  compact,  by 
the  Constitution,  in  the  same  manner  as  Ohio  is 
bound,  and  can  no  more  complain  of  iniustice  or 
oppression  than  Ohio  can.  I  might  enlarge,  sir, 
upon  this  idea,  but  as  my  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mbllen)  has  so  ably  and 
clearly  vindicated  and  supported  this  proposition, 
I  shall  not  detain  you  by  a  further  illustration 
of  it. 

In  opposition  to  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
sideration, it  has  been  urged  that  the  adoption  of 
it  would  place  the  States  upon  a  footing  of  ine- 
quality, and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia (Mr.  Elliot)  has  said,  with  great  force  and 
elegance,  and  has  supported  the  proposition  by  a 
reference  to  the  history  of  various  confederacies, 
ancient  and  modern^  that  inequality  among  the 
members  of  a  Confeaeracy,  has  always  proved  a 
source  of  jealousy  and  dissension,  and,. m  many 
cases,  of  mssolution  and  ruin.    But,  sir,  the  ine- 

Jrualities  to  which  he  alluded  were  inequalities  in 
ederal  rights.  In  regard  to  such  rights,  can  it  be 
pretended  that  Missouri  will  be  on  a  footing  of 
inferiority  after  Iftr  admission?  Will  she  not 
have  ha  Senators,  her  Representative,  her  Elec- 
tors, by  the  same  rules  as  other  States  ?  Must  not 
all  the  regulations  of  her  commerce,  all  her  rela- 
tions to  me  Union,  and  to  ocher  States,  be  the 
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same  as  those  of  Ohio  or  Vermont?  Will  she  not, 
acoNrdiitg  to  her  population,  have  the  same  power 
and  weight  as  other  States  ?  It  were  to  be  wished 
that  a  greater  absolute  equality  existed  among  the 
States  as  to  extent,  wealth,  and  population;  but 
these  inequalities  are  not  of  the  sort  which  have 
endangered  or  destroyed  other  federal  leagues.  In 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  rivers  and  other  sub^ 
jects,  there  is  already  an  inequality,  and,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  must  be,  among  tne  States.  Lou- 
isiana has.  by  compact,  renounced  any  riji^t  to 
impose  tolls. upon  the  passage  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  other  navigable  rivers.  •  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey  have  renouneed  none  of  their  rights 
over  the  nver  Delaware,  nor  has  New  York  re- 
Qounoed  hers  over  the  Hudson.  Louisiana,  more- 
over, has  agreed  to  establish  the  right  of  habeas 
corpus,  of  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  and  to 
keq[)  her  records  in  the  English  language.  In  fact 
she  has  agreed  to  exchange,  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  principles  of  the  civil. or  Koman  law  for  those 
of  tne  common  law.  In  some  of  the  States  the 
trial  by  jury  does  not  exist  in  all  criminal  cases, 
evpecvuly  in  minor  offences ;  and,  in  one  State, 
the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  stands  not 
ufon  a  written  Constitution,  but  upon  a  legisla- 
tive act.  No  one  will,  on  these  accounts,  pretend 
that  there  is  any  inferiority  in  the  federal  rights  of 
Louisiana  to  the  rights  of  any  other  State. 

t  will  now  proem  to  consider  the  uguments 
against  the  amendment,  derived  from  the  treaty  of 
cession  of  Louisiana.  The  treaty  provides,  ''that 
'  the'inhabitants  of  the  territory  smdl  beinooipo- 
'  rated  in.the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
^ emitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  eigoy- 
'  nent  of  all  nsfhta,  advantages,  and  immunities 
'  of  citixeiis  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  in  the 
'  meantime  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
<  in  Uie  free  eiyoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
'  and  the  religion  which  they  profiess."  If  this 
treaty  takes  away  the  power  to  prohibit  the  further 
:inlioduction  of  slavery,  from  the  governing  au- 
tthority  of  this  country,  whatever  that  authority 
may  oe.  Congress  cannot  prohibit  it  while  tte 
cenutry  is  in  a  territbrial  condition,  nor  ean  the 
State  itself,  when  formed,  prohibit  it.  The  true 
meaning  of  the  dause  must  be,  that  the  inhabitants 
•shall  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  other  citizens 
of  ;the  United  States,  as  to  their  political  rishts, 
•and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  native-bom,  anTthe 
provision  «itendsonly  to  those  who  were  inhabit- 
ants, and  is  the  common  provision  when  territory 
is.c«ded  cither,  afte  a  congest,  or  otherwise ;  and 
cannot  refer  to  persons  already  citisens  of  the 
United  States  who  .tuy  land  ana  remove  thidker; 
such  requif e  no  aid  from  the  treaty.  Neither  ean 
it  extend  to  foeeigners  removing  into  the  territory, 
after  Ihe  cession ;  they  must  be  governed,  and  their 
rights  determined,  not  bv  the  treaty,  but  by  the 
CcDstitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  The 
irords,  ^'  in  tiie  meantime,"  signify  from  the  date 
•of  the  treaty,  to  the  period  when  the  laws  of  the 
'United  States  coidd  not  be  extended  over  the 
cewntry,  and  indeed  at  all  times  they  were  to  be 
piolaeted,  asihey  have  been,  and  will  be,  in  thdr 


liberty,  property,  and  religion.  If  the  word  nrop- 
erty  does,  by  the  force  of  the  terms,  inclndesUves, 
(though  for  the  spreater  caution  we  have,  in  our 
treaties  with  Kn^and,  usually  preferred  the  phrase, 
slaves  and  other  property,)  the  proposed  amend- 
ment affects  not  that  property,  it  simply  inhilHts 
die  further  introduction  of  slavery.  While  the 
territory  is  under  the  ffovemment  of  Con^fressy  as 
well  as  after  it  shall  become  a  State,  this  prop- 
erty, like  all  other,  must  be  regulated  by  the  laws 
of  tne  land.  Congress  can  contnd  and  regulate 
thedescentof  estates,abolish  the  fight  of  primogeni- 
ture, prohibit  entails,  anddtercise  such  <wier  power 
over  these  subjects,  as  the  State  can  exercise  when 
established. 

The  whole  of  this  objection,  however,  assumes 
the  question  in  dispute.    They  are  to  be  admit- 
ted according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  and  we  ajre  thus  asain  brought  back  to 
the  first  question,  whether  Uongress  can  impose 
this  condition  on  the  admission  of  a  State.    1^  by 
the  Constitution,  "  Congress  have  power  to  dis- 
'  pose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rales  and  regi^- 
'  tions  I'especting,  the  territory  and  other  property 
^  belonging  to  the  United  States,"  and  mignt,  as 
has  been  I  think  established,  preyent  migration, 
and  importation  into  the  territories  and  new  States 
even  before  1808,  and  if  the  treaty  diminishes  this 
power,  then  the  treaty  is  contrary  to  the  Constita- 
taon,  and  in  that  article  void.    Congress  Itself  can- 
not, and  surdy  the  Prerident  and  Senate  cannot, 
make  a  treaty  for  acquiring  a  foreign  territorr  upon 
terms  which  the  Constitution  does  not  antmxise. 
It  k  more  than  doubtful  whether  it  was  competent 
to  acquire  upon  any  terms  a  country  not  within 
th6  limits  or  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  oon- 
seat  of  all  die  States,  or  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  I  have  no  disposition,  sir,  to  disEtisb 
what  is  setded,  and  will  admit  that  a  foreign  ter- 
ritory might  be  conquered  or  pnrchaaed,  but  when 
it  has  becMne  ours  Inr  conquest  or  purchase  it  mnst 
be  governed  under  the  Constitution.    If  'we  heave 
sti|Milated  to  do  for  these  inhabitants  more  than 
the  Constitution  authorized   the  Preaideiit  and 
Senate  to  stipulate  for,  we  must  make  reparation 
if  we  violate  the  contnct  to  the  other  pnrty,  now 
a  private  man,  no  longer  a  sovereign  but  a  pris- 
oner,   fiut  if  we  are  to  make  reparation  to  Spain, 
who,  and  not  the  French  Emperor,  wns  tbe  real 
owner  of  the  couniry,  or  to  the  iniiabitaiitsy  still 
they  ought  to  show  some  ii^ury  or  loas ;  and  what 
pretence  can  be  set  up  for  either  ilgury  or  loss, 
when  we  are  ready  to  admit  them  on  sinaiLar 
terms  with  those  on  which  thoee  great  and  fertik 
States  Ohio,  Indiana^  and  tiluioiB,  wereadnutted  1 
Congress,  then,  aAernavag  acquired  the  pKOTince, 
either  by  conquest  or  jNtrchasc^  are  to   govern 
it  under  the  ConsiEtution  and  the  laws,  as  tlnef 
govern  other  territories ;  they  sem  indeed  to  have 
a-more  complete  sovereignty  over  this  than  ova 
a  territory  ceded  by  the  old  States,  for  this  was 
acquired  not  by  cession  of  an  old  State,  in  -whieli 
case  it  might  stand  in  theielation  of  an  old  State 
but  was  acquired  by  ci^on  from  a  atran^^er ;  it 
'therefore,  belongs  to  the  United  States  in  thm 
fedendand  isovesceign  cliaiaeter^  and  wns.not  ii 
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the  contemplation  of  the  j^cople  of  the  United 
States  when  the  Constitution  was  formed.  It 
would  follow^  then,  that  though  they  are.  to  be 
admitted  inio  the  Union  upon  an  equality^  as  to 
federal  rights,  jet  that  Confess  have  a  nght  to 
impose  conditions  upon  their  admission,  not  in- 
consistait  with  that  federal  equ^ity.  We  may 
add  to  this,  that  the  United  States  are  the  owners 
of  all  the  uagranted  lands,  and,  as  lords  of  the 
soil,  have  a  right  to  secure  meir  property  and  pre- 
vent the  depreciation  of  its  value. 

With  a  few  remarks  upon  the  very  difficult  and 
dangerous  subject  of  expedimey,  I  aliall  be  satis- 
fied to  lea  re  tM  question  to  the  discussion  of  the 
able  gentlemen  who  follow  me.  This  field  is 
almost  bomidless.  WhiclL  erer  way  we  turn  our 
eyes,  we  are  struck  with  new  evidences  of  its  eir 
tent  and  importance.  The  question  is  no  less  than 
this^:  whether  the  unexplored  and  ahnost  inter- 
minable re^ons  beyond  the  Mississippi  are  here- 
after to  be  filled  with  a  race  of  free- white  men,  or 
whether  thejr  are  to  be  cultivated  by  slaves,  and 
blackened  with  their  continually  increasing  pro- 
geny ?  I  am  not  only  averse  to  a  slave  popala*^ 
tion,  but  also  to  any  population  composed  orblaeks, 
and  of  the  infinite  ana  motley  conmsion  of  colors 
between  the  black  and  the  wnite  And  jet  to  such 
a  populaticm  do  we  inevitably  doom  this  territory, 
if  this  restriction  is  to  be  rejected. 

We  also,  Mr.  President,  violate  &e  true  spirit 
and  intention  of  that  compromise  in  the  Constitu- 
tion by  which  three-fi^s  of  the  slaves  are  to  be 
included  in  the  apporticmment  of  Representatives. 
This  waa  agreed  to,  to  satisfy  the  then  existing 
slaveholding  States;  bat  it  could  not  have  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  any  man,  at  that  time,  thai 
the  number  ot  such  States  was  ever  to  be  increased 
by  the  acquisition  of  territory.  The  new  States 
which  the  Constitation  had  in  prospect  were  sudi 
as  might  be  made  out  of  old  Stales,  and  suchaa 
had  been  agreed  to  be  formed  in  the  country  north- 
west  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  in  these  latter,  slavery  was 
already  prohibited,  hj  the  celebrated  ordinance  of 
1787.  If  we  now  inttoduce  new  daveholding 
States,  we  increase  the  slave  representation  far  b^ 
yond  the  number  or^nally  contemplated  as  pos-^ 
stfaie;  and,  ih  &ct,  this  increase  operates  to  the  in-^ 
jury  of  all  the  old  States,  whether  slaveholdynjg  or 
non<-5laveholding.  The  eqnivalent  for  this  princi- 
ple, supposed  to  exist  in  the  priiiciple  of  direct  tax- 
ation, is  already  nearly  nominal,  since  no  direct 
taxes  are  imposed ;  and  if  we  proceed  far,  as  we 
are  going  on^  in  a  short 'period  the  slave  represen- 
tation must  have  a  very  controUinf  influence  in 
our  Grovemment.  It  is  surely  an  on^nal  radical 
principle  of  this  Union,  diat  the  majority  of  fmt 
citizens,  or  their  representatives,  are  to  rule  the 
country. 

Mr.  President,  one  of  the  most  prevailing  motives 
by  which  I  have  been  actuated  to  a  steady  perse* 
verance  in  the  endeavor  to  interdict  the  fioufther  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  Missouri,  is  a  deliberaite 
conviction  that  unless  this  endeavor  sacceedsj  we 
ean  never  put  a  stop  to  the  elave-ttmde.  The  in« 
teraal  slanre  trade  for  the  supply  jof  the  new  BtatUj 
ihiai:  the  snperafaundaiioe  or  the  old,,  will  certainly 


acquire  new  aetivitj ;  but  not  only  will  that  trade, 
one  of  the  most  odious  of  aU  the  odious  meies  ot 
that  execrable  traffic,  be  extended,  we  shall  find 
that  the  foreign  trade  will  also  be  enlareed^  The 
cupidity  and  avarice  of  mankind  will  find  oat  cluaH 
neb  through  which  the  miserable  A6icaas  can  be 
smuggled  mto  the  country.  It  had  been  remarind. 
that,  of  all  luggage^  man  is  the  most  difficult  ana 
expensive  to  transport:  but  this,  thouf^  true  of 
civilized  free  men,  with  their  property  and  com- 
forts, their  wives  and  families,  is  not  true  of  yoiuo^ 
robust  slaves,  who  march  on  foot,  and  are  their 
own,  or  rather  th«r  masters'  pack-horses.  These 
unfortunate  bipeds  will  be  brouaht  through  the 
provinees  of  Santa  Fe  or  New  Iradco ;  they-will 
be  dispersed  through  the  frontiers,  where  then  are 
few  officers,  and  where  the  vigilance  of  the  few 
will  be  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  interests  and  prejadlr 
ces  of  their  neighbors.  All  our  eflbrta,  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  philantln'opists  of  Burope,  will  be  daily 
connteractiNl  -  by  tiie  eieet  of  our  own  institntiona 
and  laws.  We  have  been  told  that  tlus  restriction 
will  '^pen  up"  slavery  in  the  old  States,  and  thm; 
if  we  bdieve  slavery  to  be  so  mat  an  evil,  we 
oug^t  to  consent  to  mitigate  it  by  difiusian.  Mr« 
President,  the  evil  mav  thus  be  extended^  but  it  oaiir 
not  thus  be  cured.  The  time  mustone  day  arrive 
when,  however  extenrive  ase  the  slave  countries,, 
they  will  all  be  too  full.  We  may  avert  the  moet 
fatal  calamities  by  limiting  slaverv  widiin  its  pre- 
sent boimds,  but,  if  extended  mncn  beyond  them, 
the  copseqoences  may  defy  all  human  power. 

It  is  urged,  also,  that,  by  this  restrtction,  the 
Southern  planter  cannot  mi^te  to  the  Missouri, 
because  he.  cannot  carry  with  him  his  slaves,  a 
part  of  his  fieumly.  Sir,  if  there  were  no  othier 
evils  to  be  apprehended  than  such  as  nugbt  arise 
from  these  mictions,  I  should  feel  but  little  aiuo* 
ety  on  this  subject  1  know  well  the  difierence^be<> 
tween  that  master  whose  slaves  are  a  part  of  his 
patrimony,  who  inherits  them  with  his  paternal 
acres,  who  has  shared  with' them  his  boyiaii  sports, 
and  who  considers  them,  not  as  die  tools  and  in- 
stnonents  of  hard  labor,  but  as  humble  drnndanta 
and  friends,  and  that  hard'task^-master  woo  worki 
these  wretched  beings  to  the  extent  of  their  strength, 
and  xsalcnlates  the  per  oenta^  on  their  cost  The 
government  of  thne  hereditary  masten  is  mil^ 
and.  in  its  clmmeler.  palriarehaL  Of  such,  (and 
nave  evidence  ot  it  in.  this  honorable- House,) 


we 


eonsislB  the  body  of  landholders  in  the  long'eettled 
States.  But,  sir,  we  are  to  expect  in  new  coun« 
tries,  no  very  large  proportion  of  such  citizene. 
Some  such  vrall,  Jio  doubt,  migiatewidi  thar  fran 
ilies;  but  the  mater  numb^  of  slaves,  in  mm 
countries,  will  be  connected  with  their  master  by 
no  other  tie  than  (hat  heardess  one  of  barmn  and 
sale.  We  ouffbt  not,  then,  to  imagine  the  same 
scenes  in  newly  cleared  plantations,  where  all  are 
stmngerB,  as  we  may  imagine,  and  know,  in  the 
old  plantations  of  Virgmta  and  North  Carolina^  of 
winch  the  greater  part  of  the  laborers  are  natives. 
Sir,  I  shoukl  contta^Qct  my  own  experien^  in 
dua  House,  and  in  private  life,  wese  I  to  affix  to 
those  who  hold  shyes  the  general:  'chBi|e  of  cru* 
dtf,or,even»indifiereBce.tathBiights<ifmen.    I 
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have  often  been  engaged  in  the  discussion,  in  the 
Senate,  of  the  best  means  of  preirenting  the  Afri- 
can slare  trade,  and  have  always  found  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South  and  West  ready,  zealous,  and 
cordial  in  their  co-operation.  Most  of  these  gen- 
tlemen consider  slarerv,  as  it  now  exists  in  our 
country,, as  an  evil,  ana  so  considering  it,  I  would 
appeal  to  their  good  sense,  and  to  their  good  feel- 
ings, whether  they  ought  npt  to  unite  zealously  in 
erery  measure  which  is  calculated  to  prevent  its 
extension.  Diffusing  it  over  Missouri  will  not  les- 
sen it  in  their  States ;  the  evil,  as  all  our  statistical 
tables  abundantly  prove,  will  increase,  and  may. 
at  last,  swell  to  a  size  and  a  strength  which  will 
demise  and  deride  all  attempts  at  control  or  regu- 
lation. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  hi  amed 
in  opinion  with  the  gentlemen  who  had  declared 
this  to  be  the  greatest  question  ever  debated  in  the 
Senate,  and  ^t  it  oo^ht  to  be  discussed  in  the 
most  calm  and  cooJ  manner ;  without  attempting 
to  excite  passion  or  prejudice.  It  vras,  however, 
to  be  regretted,  that,  whue  some  of  those  who  sup- 
ported me  motion  were  quite  calm  and  cool,  they 
used  a  good  many  hard  words,  which  had  no  ten- 
dency to' continue  the  ffood  humor  which  they  re- 
commended. He  womd  endeavor  to  follow  their 
advice,  but  must  be  pardoned  for  not  following 
their  examnle,  in  the  use  of  hard  words.  If,  how- 
ever,  one  snould  escape  him,  it  would  be  contrary 
to  his  intention,  and  an  act  of  indiscretion,  not  of 
design  or  premeditation.  He  hoped  to  examine 
the  subject  with  great  meekness  and  humility. 

The  debate  had  brought  forcibly  to  his  recollec- 
tion the  anxiety  of  the  best  patriots  of  the  natiota, 
when  the  present  Constitution  was  examined  by 
the  State  conventions  which  adopted  it.  The  pub- 
lic mind  vras  then  greatly  excited,  and  men  in 
whom  the  people  properlv  placed  the  utmost  con- 
fidence were  divided.  Tnere  was  then  no  whisper 
about  disunion,'for  every  one  considered  the  Union 
as  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of  all.  But, 
to  day,  we  have  been  told,  by  the  honorable  gen-^ 
tleman  from  Pennsylvkiiia,  (Mr.  Lowrie,)  that  he 
would  prefer  disumon^  rather  than  slaves  should  be 
carried  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Age,  Mr.  M.  said ^ 
may  have  rendered  him  timid,  or  education  may 
have  prevailed  on  him  to  attach  greater  blessings 
to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  than  they  de- 
serve. If  this  be  the  case,  and  it  be  an  error,  it 
was  one  he  had  no  desire  to  be  free  frotn.  even 
after  what  he  heard  in  this  debate.  Get  clear  of 
this  Union  and  this  Constitution,  and  it  will  be 
found  vastly  more  difficult  to  unite  &g&iu  and  form 
another^  than  it  was  to  form  this.  There  were  no 
parties  m  the  country  at  the  time  it  was  formed ; 
not  even  upon  this  question.  The  men  who  car* 
ried  the  nation  through  the  Revolution  were  alive, 
and  members  of  the  Convention.  Wabbinoton 
was  at  their  head.  Have  we  a  Washington  now  ? 
No.  Is  there  one  in  the  nation  to  fill  liis  place? 
No.  His  like,  if  ever,  has  been  rarely  seen ;  nor 
can  we,  rationally,  expect  another  in  our  day.  Let 
us  not  speak  of  disunion  as  an  easy  thins.  If  ever 
it  shall,  unfortunately,  come,  it  will  bring  evils 
enough  for  the  best  meaci  to  eacoimter ;  andiiu  good 


men,  in  every  nation,  lovers  of  freedom,  will  la- 
ment it.  This  Constitiition  is  now  as  much  an 
experiment  as  it  was  in  the  year  1789.  It  went 
into  operation  about  the  time  the  French  revolu- 
tion commenced.  The  wars  which  grew  out  of 
that,  and  the  difEusulties  and  perplexities  which  -we 
had  to  encounter,  in  consequence  of  the  imjnoper 
acts  of  bdligerents,  kept  the  people  constantly  at- 
tached to  the  Government  It  has  stood  well  the 
trial  of  trouble  and  of  war,  and  answered,  in  those 
times,  the  purposes  for  wmch  it  was  formed  and 
adopted ;  nit  now  is  to  be  tried,  in  time  of  uni- 
venad  peace,  whether  a  government  within  a  gor- 
ernment,  can  sustain  itKlf  and  preserve  the  \i}>- 
erty  of  the  citizen.  When  we  are  told,  disunion, 
ratner  than  slaves  be  carried  over  the  Mississkqu ! 
it  ouffht  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  union  of  the 
peof^  and  the  Confedemtion  carried  us  through 
the  Revolutionary  war — a  war  of  which  no  man 
can  wish  to  see  the  like  again  in  this  country — but, 
as  soon  as  peace  came,  it  was  found  to  be  entirely 
unfit  for  it ;  so  unfit,  that  it  was  given  up  for  the 

raent  Constitution.  Destroy  it,  and  wnat  may 
the  condition  of  the  country,  no  man,  not  the 
most  sagacious,  can  even  imaeine.  It  will  surdv 
be  much  worse  than  it  was  bdbre  it  was  adopted, 
and  that  must  be  wdl  remembered. 

The  amendment  is  calculated  to  produce  geo- 
graphical parties ;  or  why  admonish  us  to  discuss  it 
vritn  moderation  and  good  temper  ?  No  man  who 
has  witnessed  the  effect  of  parties  nearly  geogra- 
phical, can  wish  to  see  them  revived.     Their  acts 
formerly  produced  uneasiness,  to  say  the  least  of 
them,  to  good  men  of  every  party.  General  Wash- 
ington has  vramed  us  against  them ;  but  lie  is  now 
dc»d,  and  his  advice  may  soon  be  forgotten  ;  form 
geographical  parties,  and  it  will  be  neglected.    In- 
stead of  formmff  sectional  parties,  it  would  be  more 
patridtic  to  do  mem  away.    But  FJ^ty  and  patri- 
otism are  not  always  the  same    Town  meetings 
and  resolutions  to  infiame  one  part  of  the  nation 
against  another  can  never  benefit  the  people^  though 
they  may  gratify  an  individuaL    A  majority  of 
than  want  things  right   Leave  them  to  form  tneir 
own  opinions,  without  the  aid  of  inflammatory 
speeches  at  town  meetings,  and  they  will  always 
iorm  them  correctly.  What  interestor  motive  can 
the  good  people  or  one  part  of  the  country  have 
for  meetii^  and  endeavoring  to  imitate  those  of 
another  ?    No  town  meeting  was  necessary  to  in- 
form or  infiame  the  public  mind  against  the  law 
giving  members  of  Congress  a  salary  instead  of  a 
daily  allovrance.    The  peonle  formed  their  own 
opinions,  disapproved  it,  and  it  was  repealed.     So 
they  will  always  act,  if  left  to  themselves.     Let 
not  parties,  formed  at  home  for  State  purposes,  be 
brought  into  Congress,  to  disturb  and  distract  the 
Union.    The  Greneral  Government  hitherto  kas 
been  productive  enough  of  them,  to  satisfy  those 
who  most  delight  in  them,  that  they  are  not  likdy 
to  be  lonff  wanted  in  it    Enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  nas  been  produced,  by  me  difficulty  of  de- 
ciding what  is  and  what  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  Uie  Constitution.  And,  at  this  moment,  we  have 
difficulties  enough  to  scuffle  with,  without  adding 
the  pment  question.  ThedispinebaweeatheBaDi 


221 


mSTORT  OF  OOITQRHSS. 


222 


Januart,  1820. 


Jdmimian  of  Mamu  and  MUsemi, 


Sbnatb. 


of  ike  United  States  and  those  of  the  States ;  the 
want  of  money  by  the  GroTemment,  the  people  not 
in  a  condition  to  increase  the  taxes,  beoiuse  more 
indebted  at  home  than  they  ever  were  ^  and  the 
dispute  with  Spain,  might  senre  for  this  session. 
But  the  beginners  of  the^  town  meetings  may  be 
like  the  becinners  of  the  addresses  of  old — ^want 
office.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  the  Government 
is  too  poor  to  eratify  them.  It  is  more  easy  to  in- 
fluence the  public  mind,  than  to  quiet  it  wnen  in- 
flamed. A  child  may  set  the  woods  on  fire,  but  it 
requires  great  ezertioQs  to  extinguish  it.  This 
now  very  great  question  was  but  a  spark  at  the 
last  session. 

'  All  the  States  now  have  equal  rights,  and  all 
are  content.  Deprive  one  of  the  least  rignt  which 
it  now  enjoys  in  common  with  the  othm,  and  it 
will  no  longer  be  content.  So,  if  Gbvemment  had 
an  unlimitad  power  to  put  whatever  conditions  it 
pleased  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  a  State  admitted  with  a  condition  unknown, 
to  the  others  would  not  be  content,  no  matter  what 
might  be  theeharacterof  the  condition,  even  though 
it  was^  not  to  steal  or  commit  murder.  The  dif- 
ference ia  the  terms  of  admission  would  not  be 
acceptable.  All  the  new  States  have  the  same 
rights  that  the  old  have;  and  why  make  Missouri 
an  excefitioii  ?  She  has  not  done  a  single  act  to 
deserve  it ;  and  why  depart,  in  her  case,  from  the 
great  Ameridhn  principle,  that  the  people  can  gov- 
ern themselves  1  No  reason  has  Men  assigned  for 
the  attempt  at  the  departure,  nor.  can  one  be  as- 
si^ed  which  would  not  apply  as  strong  to  Lou- 
isiana. In  every  fi^  country  that  ever  existed, 
the  first  violations  of  the  principles  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  indirect,  and  not  well  undeisfood«  or 
supported  with  great  zeal,  by  a  part  of  the  people. 

All  the  country  west  of  tne  Mississippi  was  ac- 
quired by  the  same  treaty,  and  on  the  same  terms, 
and  the  people  in  every  part  have  the  same  rights : 
but,  if  the  amendment  be  adopted,  Missouri  will 
not  have  the  same  rights  which  Louisiana  now  en- 
joys. She  has  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
full  sister,  but  her  twin  sister  Missouri,  under  the 
proposed  amendment,  is  to  be  admitted  as  a  sister 
of  a  half-blood,  or  rather  as  a  step-daugher,  under 
an  unjust  step-mother :  for  what  ?  Because  she, 
as  w^  as  Louisiana,  performed  well  her  part 
daring  the  late  war ;  and  because  she  has  never 
given  the  General  Government  any  trouble.  The 
operation  of  the  amendment  is  unjust  a^  it  relates 
to  the  people  who  have  moved  there  from  the  other 
States.  They  carried  with  them  the  property 
which  was  common  in  the  States  they  left,  secured 
to  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  as  by  the  treaty.  There  they 
purchased  public  lands  and  settled  with  their  slaves, 
without  a  single  objection  to  their  owning  and 
carrying  them ;  bait  now,  unfortunately  for  them, 
it  is  discovered  that  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
permitted  to  have  carried  a  sin|de  one.  What  a 
pity  it  is  the  discovery  had  not  t)een  made  before 
they  sold  their  land  in  the  old  States  and  moved. 
They  must  now  sell  their  land  and  move  aran, 
or  s^  their  slaves  which  they  have  raised,  or  nave 
them  taken  from  them,  and  this  after  toey  have 


been  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  buHding  house* 
and  elearing  plantations  in  the  new  country ;  not) 
it  seems,  for  toemselves  and  children,  but  for  those 
who  are  considered  a  better  people.    The  country 
was  bought  with  the  money  of  all,  slaveholders  as 
well  as  those  who  are  not  so ;  and  every  one  knew, 
when  he  bought  land  and  moved  with  lus  proper- 
ty, he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.    And  no  one. 
till  last  session,  ever  said  to  the  contrary,  or  movea 
the  restriction  about  slaves.     The  object,  now 
avowed,  is  to  pen  up  the  slaves  and  their  owners, 
and  not  permit  them  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  to 
better  their  condition,  where  there  is  room  enough 
for  all,  and  good  range  for  man  and  beast    And 
man  b  as  much  improved  by  moving  and  range, 
as  the  beast  of  the  Held.    But,  what  is  still  more 
unaccountable,  a  part  of  the  land  granted  to  the 
soldiers  for  their  ttrvices  in  the  late  war,  was  laid 
off  in  Missouri  expressly  for  the  soldiers  who  had 
enlisted  in  the  Southern  States  and  would  prefer 
living  where  they  might  have  slaves.    These,  toa 
are  now  to  leave  the  country  of  their  choice,  ana 
the  land  obtained  by  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
nation.     Is  this  just,  in  a  Qovemment  of  law. 
supported  only  by  opinion— for  it  is  not  pretended 
that  it  is  a  Government  of  force?    In  the  most 
alarmins  state  of  our  afiairs  at  home — and  some 
of  them  nave  an  ugly  appearance — public  opuuoa 
alone  has  corrected  and  chuiced  that  which  seem- 
ed to  threaten  disorder  and  ilTwiU,  into  order  and 
good  will,  except  once,  when  the  military  was 
called  out)  in  1791.    Let  this  be  compared  to  the 
case  of  inaividuals,  and  it  will  not  be  fomid  to  be 
more  favorable  to  the  amendment  than  the  real 
case  just  stated-    A.  and  B.  buy  a  tract  of  land 
larce  enough  for  both,  and  for  tneir  children,  and 
setUe  it,  buHd  houses,  and  open  plantations;   When 
they  have  got  in  a  good  way  to  live  comfortably, 
after  ten  or  fifteen  years,  A.  thinks  there  is  not  too 
much  for  him  and  nis  children,  and  that  they  can, 
a  long  time  hence^  settle  and  cultivate  the  whole 
land.    He  then,  the  first  time,  teUs  B.  th|it  he  has 
some  property  he  does  not  like,  and  that  he  must 
get  clear  of  it,  or  move.  B.  states  the  bargain.  A. 
answers,  it  is  true,  that  he  understood  it  so  till  of 
late ;  but,  that  move  he  must,  or  get  clear  of  the 
ptaptrty:  for  that  property  should  not  be  in  his 
way.    The  kind  or  quality  of  property  pannot  af- 
fect the  Question.    Nay,  if  it  was  only  a  difference 
in  the  ccuor  of  their  catde — one  preferring  red,  the 
other  pied.    Wouhi  this  be  just?    The  answer 
must  settle  the  question  with  all  men  who  are  frea 
from  prejudice. 

A  wise  Legislature  will  always  consider  the 
character,  condition,  and  feeling,  of  those  to  be 
legislated  for.  In  a  government  and  people  like 
ours,  this  is  indispensable.  The  question  now 
under  debate  demands  this  consideration.  To  a 
part  of  the  United  States^  and  that  part  which 
supports  the  amendment,  it  cannot  be  important, 
except  as  it  is  made  so  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
times.  In  ail  questions  like  the  present  in  the 
United  States,  the  strong  may  yield  without  dis- 
grace even  in  their  own  opimon ;  the  weak,  caa^ 
not;  hence,  the  propriety  of  ntrt  attempting  to  im- 
pose this  new  cocwlition  ^n  the  people  of  MisaottrL 
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Their  numben  ane  few,  compared  to  those  of  the 
whole  United  States.  Let  the  United  States, 
then,  abandon  this  new  scheme;  let  their  magna* 
nimity,  and  not  their  power,  be  felt  by  the  p^mle 
of  M^aourL  The  attempt  to  govern  too  much  has 
prodaeed  every  civil  war  that  ever  has  been,  and 
will,  probably,  every  one  that  ever  may  be:  All 
governments,  no  mattar  what  theur  form,  want 
more  power  and  more  anthonty,  and  all  the  gov- 
enwd  want  less  government.  Great  Britain  lost 
the  United  States  by  attempting  to  govern  too 
much,  and  to  intiodnoe  new  principles  of  govern* 
ing.  The  United  States  'would  not  sabmit  to  the 
attempt,  and  earnestly'  endeavored  to  persuade 
Great  Britain  to  abandon  it.  but  in  vain.  The 
United  States  would  not  yield;  and  the  result  is 
known  to  the  worid.  Tne  bat^  is  not  to  the 
strotig,  nor  the  race  to  the  swufL  What  reason 
have  we  to  expect  that  we  can  persuade  Miasouri 
to  yield 'to  our  opinion,  that  Mi  not  apply  as 
stnmgly  to  Great  Britain "?  Thejr  are  as  near  aJdn 
t»  us  as  we  were  to  Great  Britain.  Th^  ave 
'<  flesh  of  our  flesh,  and  bone  of  our  bone."  But, 
as  to  kin,  when  they  fall  out,  they  do  not  make  up 
aoeuer.tfaAn  other  people.  Gfeat  Britain  atteinptBd 
to  govern  us  on  a  new  |»inctple«  and  we  atiemjpt 
to  .establish  a  new  principle  wt  tne  peo^e  of  Mss* 
soori,  on  beeoming.a  State.  Great  Biitatn  at- 
tcaq>ted*to  lay  a  thiee*penny  tax  on  the  tea  con* 
suaaed  in  the  then  colonies  which  were  not  repre- 
sented in  Parliament;  and  we  to  regulate  -whBt 
shall  be  pnmerty,  when  Missouri  becomes  a  State, 
when  she  has  no  vote  in  Con^[res&  The  great 
Bnglisfa;  principle,  of  no  tax  without  renresentap 
tia%  was  violated  in  one  case,  and  the  great 
Ajoencan  princ^e,  that  the  people  are  able  to 
govern  thcmselveL  will  be,  if  tne  amendment  be 
adopted*^  finery  free  nation  has  had  some  princi- 
ple m  their  government  to  which  more  importance 
W8B  attached  than  to  any  other.  The  BtngUsh 
was  not  to  be  taxed  without  their  conaent  given  in 
Parliament;  theAmerieaa  is  to  form  their  own 
Stale  govemment,.  so  that  it  be  not  inconsistent 
with  that  of  the  United  States.  If  the  power  in 
Conneas  to  pass  the  restriction  was  expressly  dele- 
Ated,  and  so  'clear  that  no  one  could  doubt  it,  in 
the  present  ctrcumstances  of  the  country,  it  would 
not  be  wiae  or  prudent  to  do  so ;  ea^iecially  ag^ainst 
the.  consent  of  those  who  live  in  the  territory. 
Tlseir  conaent  would  be  more  important  to  the 
nation  than  a  restriction  which  would  not  make 
one  slave  less,  unless  they  might  be  starved  in  the 
old  States. 

Let  me  not  be  understood  as  wishing  or  intend- 
ing to  create  any  alarm  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
people  of  Missouri.  I  know  nothing  of  them. 
But  in  examining  the  question,  we  ou^t  not  to 
foi^get  our  own  history,  nor  the  character  of  those 
who  settle  on  our  frontiers.  Your  easy,  chimney- 
comer  people,  the  timid  and  fearful^  never  move 
to  them.  They  stay  where  there  is  no  danger 
from  an  Indian,  or  any  wild  beast  They  have 
no  desire  to  engage  the  panther  or  the  bear.  It  is 
the  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  the  boldest  of  the 
bold,  who  venture  there.    Theygo  not  to  return. 

Tneaettling  of  Kentucky  and  l^nnessee,  daring 


die  war  of  the  Revolution,  proves,  in-  the  most 
satis&ctory  manner,  what  they  can  do,  and  will 
undevgo,  and  that  they  will  not  return.    The  few 

ale  who  first  settled  there,  had  to  contend, 
out  ai^from  the  States,  against  all  the  Indians 
bordering  on  the  United  States,  exc^  the  Chicks 
asaw  and  Choctaw  nations,  and  mamtained  their 
statioBs,  The  Northern  tribes,  unaided  by  the 
Southern,  attacked  the  United  States,  smce  the 
adoplion  of  the  Ck>nstitntion,  defeated  two  armies, 
and  it  required  a  third  to  conquer  them.  The 
frontier  people,  in  the  Revolutioiiary  war,  as  well 
as  in  the  late,  astomshed  evervbody  by  their  great 
exploits.  Vermont,  though  claimed,  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war^  by  New  Hampshnre  and  New 
YcHrk^  was  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  Stales  in  her 
exertions  to  support  independBDce.  The  gentlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania  will  pavdon  me  for  stating, 
that  that  S^te  had  had  some  experience  of  their 
Gtovemment  managing  a  few  people,^  vrho  would 
not  yield  obedience  to  their  authority,  thoa^  set* 
tied  within  their  limits.  They  were  obliged  to 
oeoBpromise.  I  mean  the  Wyoming  settiers.  Again, 
since  this  Government  was  in  operatioii,  a  few 
people  settled  on  the  Indian  lands:  they  were 
ordered  to  move  from  them,  but  did  not  obey.  The 
military  were  sent  to  bum  tncir  cabins.  The  com- 
maading  officer  told  them  his  business,  and  very 
humanay  advised  them  to  move  what  property 
they  had  out  of , them.  This  they  dht,  and  their 
cabins  were  burnt  They  waited  till  the  tnops 
marched,  and^very  soon  after  built  new  eaians  on 
the  same  plaeea,  and  to  the  same  backs  where  the 
old  ones  had  been  burnt  These  facts  are  stated 
to. show  that  a  contest  with  a  people  who  bdieve 
themselves  right,  and  one  with  a  ffovemment,  axe 
very  diffeient  things.  It  would  have  been  very 
gtatifying  to  me  to  have  been  informed  by  some 
one  or  the  gentlemen  ^riio  support  the  amendmetit, 
what  is  intended  to  be  done  if  it  be  adopted,  and 
die  oeople  of  Missouri  will  not  yield,  but  go  on 
and  lorm  a  State  government^  (having  the  requisite 
number,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance,)  as  Teomessee 
did,  and  then  apply  for  admisrion  into  the  Union. 
Will  she  be  admitted,  as  Tennessee  was,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  mginal  States,  or  will  the 
apnlication  be  rejected,  as  the  British  Government 
did  the  petitions  of  the  Old  Congress?  If  you  do 
not  admit  her,  and  she  will  not  return  to  the  ter- 
ritorial government,  will  you  declare-  the  people 
rebds,  as  Great  Britain  dio  us,  and  order  them  to 
be  conqaoed,  for  contending  for  the  same  rijrhta 
that  eviry  State  in  the  Union  now  enjoys  ?  WiD 
you  for  tois  order  the  &ther'  to  march  aoaiiMt  the 
son,  and  brother  against  brother  ?  God  lorbtd !  It 
would  be  a  terrible  sight  to  behold  these  near  re- 
lations plunging  the  bayonet  into  each  other,  ibr 
no  other  reason  than  because  the  people  of  Missouri 
wish  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  peo^e  of 
Louisiana.  When  territories  Uiey  were  so.  Those 
who  remember  the  RevoAutxon  will  not  desire  to 
see  another  civil  war  in  our  land.  They  knovr 
too  well  the  wretched  scenes  it  will  produce.  If 
you  should  declare  them  rebels,  and  conquer  them, 
will  that  attach  them  to  the  Union  ?  No  one  can 
expect  this.    Thea  do  not  attempt  to  do  that  for 
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them  which  was  never  done  for  others,  and  which 
no  State  would  consent  for  Congress  to  do  for  it 
if  the  United  States  are  to  make  conquests,  do  not 
let  the  first  be  at  home.  Nothing  is  to  be  got  by 
American  conqnering  American.  Nor  ought  we 
to  forget  that  we  are  ttot  legislatinji^  for  ouraelres, 
and  that  the  American  character  is  not  yielding 
when  rights  are  concerned. 

We  bBre  been  told,  and  told  again,  that  the 
amendment  will  be  an  advantage  to  the  people  of 
Missouri  5  but  they,  like  others,  are  willing  to  decide 
for  themselres.  We  are  told  that  the  people  in  the 
new  States  oTer  the  Ohio  river  are  in  favor  of  the 
restriction.  Pass  it,  and  half  the  industry  and  ex- 
ertion which  have  been  used  to  excite  the  present 
feeling  in  the  United  States,  might  excite  those 
people  very  difRerently  $  they  mient  be  persuaded 
that  it  was  done  to  prevent  setuing  the  country 
with  inhabitants  from  the  old  States — to  prevent 
their  being  able  to  elect  the  President  west  of  the 
mountains;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  pres- 
ent great  excitement  of  public  opinion  may  nave 
somewhat  oC  election  in  it  The  Senate  was  in- 
tended, by  the  long  time  for  which  its  members  are 
elected,  to  check  every  im]voper  direction  of  the 
pnhlic  nund.  It  is  its  duty  to  do  so ;  and  never 
was  there  a  more  proper  occasion  than  the  pesent. 
The  character  of  the  present  excitement  is  such, 
that  no  maa  can  foreweis  what  consequences  may 
grow  out  of  it 

Bat  why  depart  from  the  good  old  way,  which 
has  kept  us  in  quiet,  peace,  and*  harmony— every 
one  living  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and 
none  to  make  him  afraid  t  Why  leave  the  road 
of  experience,  which  has  satisfied  all,  and  made  all 
happy,  to  take  this  new  way,  of  which  we  have  no 
experience?  The  way  leads  to  universal  emanci- 
pation, of  which  we  have  no  experience.  The 
Eastern  and  Middle  Stated  fiirnish  none.  For 
years  before  thejr  emancipated  they  had  but  few, 
and  of  these  a  part  were  sold  to  the  South,  before 
th^  emancipated.  We  have  not  more  experience 
or  book  learning  on  this  subject  than  the  French 
ConventicMi  had  which  turned  the  slaves  of  St 
Domingo  loose.  Nor  can  we  foresee  the  conse- 
quences which  may  result  from  this  motion,  more 
than  the  conrention  did  in  their  decree.  A  clause 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  has  been  read, 
declaring  ^  that  all  men  are  created  equal;"  follow 
that  sentiment,  and  does  it  not  lead  to  universal 
emancipatioa  ?  If  it  will  justify^  putting  an  end  to 
slavery  in  Missouri,  will  it  not  lusti^  it  in  the  old 
States  ?  Suppose  the  plan  followeu,  and  alt  the 
slaves  taroecl  loose,  and  the  Union  to  continue,  is 
t  certain  that  the  present  Constitution  would  last 
ong?  Because  the  rich  would,  in  such  circum- 
stances, want  titles  and  hereditary  distinctions;  the 
legro  food  and  raiment-;  and  they  would  be  as 
nuch  or  more  degraded,  than  in  their  present  con- 
lition.  The  rich  might  hire  these  wretched  peo- 
>le,  and  with  them  attempt  to  change  the  Gtovem- 
oent,  by  trampling  on  the  rights  of  those  who  have 
mly  property  enough  to  live  comfortably. 

Opinions  have  gready  changed  in  some  of  the 
States  in  a  few  years.     The  time  has  been  when 
hose  now  called  slaveholding  States  were  thou^t 
leth  Con.  lot  Saaa^-.^ 


to  be  the  firm  and  steadfast  friends  of  the  people  and 
of  liberty.  Then  they  were  opposing  an  Admin- 
istratiiHi  and  a  majority  in  Congress,  supported  bv 
a  seditidn  law;  then  there  was  not  a  word  hearcl, 
at  least  from  one  side,  about  those  who  actually 
did  most  towards  changing  the  Administration  and 
the  maiority  in  Congress,  and  they  were  from 
slaveholding  States;  And  now  it  would  be  curious 
to  know  how  many  members  of  Congress  actually 
hold  seAts  in  consequence  of  their  exertions  at  the 
time  alluded  to.  Past  services  are  always  forgot- 
ten when  new  principles  are  to  be  introouced. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  the  people  who  move  from  the 
non-slaveholding  to  the  slaveholding  States,  when 
they  become  slaveholders  by  purclwse  or  marriage, 
exfN9ct  more  labor  from  them  than  those  do  who  are 
brought  up  among  them.  To  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bubrill)  I  tender  my  hearty 
thanks,  for  his  liberal  and  true  statement  of  the 
treatment  of  slaves,  in  the  Southern  States.  His 
observations  leave  but  little  for  me  to  add,  which 
is  this,  that  the  slaves  gained  as  much  by  indepen- 
dence as  the  free.  The  old  ones  are  better  taken 
care  of  than  any  poor  in  the  world,  and  treated 
with  decent  respect  by  all  their  white  acquaintan* 
ces.  I  sincerely  wish  that  he,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Hr.  RoBEBTa,)  would  go 
home  with  me,  or  some  oth^  Southern  member, 
and  witness  the  meeting  between  the  slaves  and 
the  owner,  and  see  the  glad  faces  and  the  hearty 
shaking  ot  hands.  This  is  well  described  in  Gen- 
eral Moultrie's  History  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
in  South  Carolina ;  in  which  he  gives  the  account 
of  his  reception  by  his  slaves  the  first  ^ime  he  went 
home  after  he  was  exchanged.    He  vtbs  made 

Krisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Charleston.  Could 
Ir.  M.  have  procured  the  book  in  the  city,  he  in- 
tended to  have  read  it,  to  show  the  attachment  of 
the  slave  to  his  owner.  A  fact  shall  be  stated.  An 
excellent  friend  of  mine — ^he,  too,  like  the  other 
characters,  which  have  been  me0tioned  in  the  de- 
bate, was  a  Virginian — ^had  businesa  in  England, 
which  made  it  necessary  that  he  should  go  to  that 
country  himself,  or  send  a  trusty  agent.  He  could 
not  go  conveniently,  and  sent  one  of  his  slaves, 
who  remained  there  near  a  year*  Upon  his  return 
he  was  asked  by  his  owner  now  he  liked  the  coun- 
try, and  if  he  would  have  liked  to  stay  there?  He 
replied,  tnat  to  oblige  him  he  would  have  stayed; 
the  country  was  the  finest  country  he  ever  saw ; 
the  land  was  worked  as  nice  as  a  square  in  a  gar- 
den ;  they  had  the  finest  horses,  and  carriages,  and 
houses,  and  every  thing;  Init  that  thevhiu  servants 
abused  his  country.  What  did  they  say  ?  They 
said  we  owed  them  (the  Elnglish)  a  heap  of  moneys, 
and  would  not  pay.  To  whicn  he  added,  their 
chief  food  was  muMon — ^he  saw  very  litde  baem 
there. 

The  owner  can  make  more  free  in  conversation 
with  his  slave,  and  be  more  easy  in  his  company, 
than  the  rich  man,  where  there  is  no  slave,  with 
the  white  hireling  who  drives  his  carriage.  He 
has  no  expectation  that  the  slave  will,  for  that  free 
and  easy  conversation,  expect  to  call  him  fellow^ 
citizen,  or  act  improperlv. 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  have 
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Vmh  often  mentioaed  in  the  debate;  and  it  has 
ficquentlv  been  aid,  that  the  two  first  had  emails 
dpated  tneir  slaves;  from  which  an  inference 
ieemed  to  be  drawn  that  the  other  might  have  done 
so:  emancipation,  to  these  gentlemen,  seems  to  be 
qni^  an  easy  task.  It  is  so  whefe  there  are  but 
rerf  few^  and  would  be  more  easy  if  the  oolor  did 
not  every  where  place  the  blacks  in  a  degraded 
stMe.  Where  they  enjoy  the  most  freedom,  they 
art  there  degraded.  The  respectable  whites  do  not 
permit  them  to  associate  with  them,  or  to  be  of 
their  company  when  thev  have  parties.  But  if  it 
he  80  easy  a  task,  how  nappens  it  that  Virginia, 
wkieh  beto<e  the  Revolution  endeavored  to  put  aa 
ettd  to  the  African  slave  trade,  has  not  attempted 
lo  emancipate?  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the 
oieat  men  of  other  States  were  superior^  or  greater 
lovers  of  liberty,  than  her  Randomh,  the  irst  F^ 
aident  of  the  First  Congres&  her  Washington,  her 
Henry,  her  Jefierson,  or  her  Nelson.  None  of  these 
ever  nuuie  the  attemnt — and  their  names  ought  to 
QMivinice  everv  (»e  that  it  is  not  an  easy  tM  in 
that  State.  And  is  it  not  wonderful,  that,  if  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  gave  authority  to 
amancipate,  that  the  patriots. ww>  made  it  never 
pmiposed  any  plan  to  carry  it  into  execution  7  This 
ototion,  whatever  may  be  pretended  by  its  friends, 
must  lead  to  it  And  b  it  not  eqpiallv  wontefol, 
that,  if  the  Ckmstitution  gives  the  autoority,  this  is 
^e  first  attempt  ever  mode,  under  either,  by  the 
Federal  Government,  to  exercise  it?  For  if,  un- 
der either,  the  power  isgiven^  it  will  apply  as  wdl 
to  States  as  Territories.  If  either  intended  to^ve 
it)  is  it  not  still  more  wondeiful  that  it  is  not  given 
ki  direct  terms?  The  gentlemen  would  not  then 
be  put  to  the  trouble  of  searching  the  Confederal 
tion,  the  Constitution^  and  the  laws,  for  a  sentence 
or  a  word  to  form  a  tew  doubts.  If  the  words  of 
the  Dedaration  of  Independence  be  taken  as  part 
of  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  are  no  part  of  it 
is  as  true  as  that  theyareno  part  of  anV  other  hook^ 
what  wifi  be  the  conditibn  of  the  Soutncm  country 
when  this  shall  be  carried  into  exeeutwn?  Take 
the  most  favorable  which  «an  be  supposed,  thai.no 
GDttvidsion  ensue — that  nothing  like  a  massacre  or 
waa  of  extermination  takes  plaee,  as  in  St  Do^ 
miago:  But  that  the  whites  and  blacks  do  not 
marry  and  produce  mulatto  State»-~.vnll  not  the 
whites  be  compelled  to  move  and  leare  their  land 
and  houses,  and  leave  the  couatrv  to  the  blacks? 
And  are  you  willing  to  haiie  bntck  members  of 
Gonmss?  But  if  the  scenes  of  St  Domingo 
should  be  reacted,  would  not  the  tomahawk  and 
saalpine  knife  be  merc^  ? 

But.  before  the  question  be  token  on  the  motion^ 
I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  any  one  of  the 
gentlemen  from  the  non-slaveholding  States,  who 
would  frankly  state  the  condition  of  the  blackB  in 
die  State  he  represents,  e&mecially  ^dr  condition 
hi  the  large  cities;  whemer  the  whites  and  the 
hlaoks  intermarry.  If  they  do,  whether  the  whites 
are  not  degraded  by  it.;  whether  the  bladts  are  in 
the  learned  professions  of  law  and  physic,  and 
whether  they  are  not  degraded.  If  thev  be  de* 
gmded,  where  there  are  so  ftw,  what  will  be  the 
ceaae^oenoe  w^en  they  are  efiud  ia  n«iidier,or 


nearer  so^  to  the  whites?  Every  one  will  decide 
this  for  hunsdf.  It  aiay  be  stated,  without  fear  <^ 
ccmtradiction,  that  there  is  no  plaee  font  the  free 
blacks  in  the  United  States — no  place  where  they 
are  not  degraded.  If  there  was  such  a  place,  the 
soeiety  for  colonizing  them  would  not  have  been 
formed;  their  benevolent  design  never  known. 
A  country  wanting  inhabitants,  and  a  soeiely 
formed  to  colonize  a  part  of  thein,  prove  there  is 
no  plac^  for  them. 

Some  of  the  arguments  used  in  the  preecnt  de- 
bate convey  to  my  mind  the  impression  that  it  was 
thought  the  owning  of  shtves  eaervaled  and  en^ 
feebled  the  owners.  Let  the  history  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  the  late  war  be  examined^  and  noth- 
ing like  it  will  be  found.  Facts  enougn  might  be 
stated  to  prove  it  vras  not  so — two  only  will  be 
mentioned :  The  battle  c^  King's  Mounlaia  and 
that  of  New  Orleans.  But  on  this  saikQeet  I  will, 
with  permission  of  ^e  Senate,  read  a  pairt  of  the 
speech  of  that  celebrated  master  of  the  human 
cnamcter,  (Mr.  BuaKE,)  on  his  motion  £&t  recone 
ciliation  with  the  colomes,  delivered  in  1775— his 
language  in  this:  "Sir,  1  can  perceive  by  their 
'  manner  that  some  ^[entlemen  object  to  the  lati> 
tude  of  this  description,  because  in  th^  Southcn 
colonies  the  Church  of  Englaad  forms  a  large 
bodv  and  has  a  regular  estabtishment  It  is  cer> 
tainly  true.  There  is  however  a  circumstanfie 
attending  these  colonies  which,  in  my  opiBiofi, 
fully  counterbalances  this  difference,  and  naakes 
the  iqnrit  of  liberty  still  more  hi^h  and  haughty 
than  in  those  to  the  Northward.  It  is,  that  in 
Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  they  have  a  v«st 
multitude  of  slaves.  Where  thb  is  the  CMe,  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  those  who  are  free  are  by 
far  the  most  proud  and  jealoas  of  their  freedoDu" 
To  this  1  will  not  attempt  to  add  to  add  a  word. 
No  man  can  add  to  Mr.  burke.  Mr.  M.  aaid  he 
intended  to  have  read  the  part  in  which  the  char* 
acter  of  New  Easland  is  given ;  it  is  equally  boor 
orable  and  equaUy  true;  out  he  was  so  mnch  ex- 
hausted he  would  omit  it  The  whdc  apeeeh  is 
well  worthy  of  being  read  on  thisoccMton. 

Nor  are  the  owners  of  slaves  less  moral  or  less 
religious  than  those  who  hold  noseu  This  fact 
might  have  been  ascertained  from  the  prcacheis  of 
the  Gosnel  who  have  travelled  from  the  ahiTe- 
hoidins  States  to  the  non-slavehoUhng  to  preach. 
And  that  they  are  not  less  fit  for  maimeiB|^  the 

K9at  ooneems  of  others  may  be  aseertamed  by 
owing  who  presides  over  the  Bank  of  the  Uiu- 
ted  States*  When  its  affidra  fell  into  confamca, 
where  did  the  directors  find  a  man  to  preside  over 
it  ?  This  is  n<^  mentioned  to  cast  a  shade  on  any 
one  living,  but  to  show  that,  in  private  eoncems 
of  the  greatest  importanee,  no  regard  has  been 
paid  to  a^  man's  being  bom  and  hm(^t  up  in  a 
Slate  holding  slaves — ^nor  to  convey  any  «ynif>a 
as  to  the  past  transactions  of  that  institation. 

Permit  me  now  to  notice  a  few  of  the  obBcrra- 
tiona  made  in  defence  of  this  motion.  The  sea- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  RonnnTs)  told 
us  that  nothing  but  necessity  tolerated  alav^rr  in 
the  United  States.  The  Conatitntion  toletataa  it  - 
and  that  vias  not  adopted  horn  u  * 
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thtotigh  choice.  If  tlie  necessity  erer  cetses^  who 
»  to  decide  when  ?  Congress  did  not  decide  for 
Peansyl^afiia,  or  any  other  State;  she  decided  for 
herseu.    Let  Missoari  do  the  sanie. 

The  ratiemftn  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Moaril;  has  said  that  the  ConstitDtioD  was  a 
compromise  as  to  slaves.  This^  nt>  doubt,  is  true; 
but  not  t  ccmpromise  to  emtncipate.  The  States 
that  held  them  could  free  them  asothers  had  done^ 
withoQt  asking  or  consulting  the  Conrention  or 
CoDgress.  BiU  it  was  a  compromise  as  to  repre- 
tenttttion,  and  nothing  else.  He  has  also  said 
daTery  was  a  curse,  and  has  read  a  part  of  Mr. 
Merson's  Notes  on  Virgkua  to  piove  it  But 
what  ought  surely  to  be  uferred  finmi  Mr.  Jeffep- 
son's  notes  and  life,  is,  that  he  thinks  slavery  is  a 
corse,  bat  thuaks  it  a  greater  curse  to  emancipate 
in  his  native  Viiginia.  His  demoeraqr,  like  that 
of  his  great  oauatrymen  who  have  been  before 
BkUktioaed,  apoears  to  be  of  the  white  family. 
Both  the  gentleinen  have  staled  that  the  slaves 
are  represented.  Are  not  the  blacks  everywhere 
iwesented?  Bmaneipate  them  and  they  stay 
where  they  are;  and  two-fifths  of  tkeir  number 
will  be  added  to  the  representation,  though  they 
are  not  permitted  to  enlist  in  our  army.. 

The  gentlemaa  fiom  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bur- 
ull)  seemed  to  think  the  question  about  slaves 
ought  to  be  touched  very  delseatelv.  He  did  touch 
it  so.  Bat  there  is  no  power  in  tne  General  Gov- 
ernment to  touch,  it  in  any  way.  He  observed 
that  the  people  who  had  moved  to  Missouri  irom 
die  old  States  bad  no  claim  of  any  kind  under  the 
treaty.  He  will  not,  I  am  sure,  on  reflection,  think 
that  the  people  of  any  acquired  territory  can  have 
more  rigtits  in-  the  territory  than  the  good  people 
of  the  old  States  when  they  move  to  it.  They 
cany  with  them  their  rights,  as  our  fathers  brought 
theirs  from  England  when  they  first  ^ame  to 
America. 

It  has  often  been  stated,  that  the  law  establish- 
ing a  territory  in  Louisiana,  prohibited  the  carry- 
ing of  slaves  there,  unless,  the  owner  moved  with 
them.  The  provision  in  the  law  was  made  and 
intended  to  preveiit  the  carrying  Africans  ther&— 
one  of  the  States  having  open^  her  ports  for  the 
African  slave  trade  about  the  time.  But,  with  aU 
the  sins  of  holding  slaves^  vre  have  not  that  of  go- 
ing to  Africa  for  them.  They  have  been  brought 
to  OS  by  the  citiasanvof  the  States  which  hold  none. 
The  only  time,  in  Congress,  that  I  ever  heard  the 
slave  trade  defended,  was  by  a  member  from  the 
ame  State  with  the  gentiieman  from  Rhode  Island, 

(Mr.  BORRILL.) 

Why  not  l^ve  the  people  of  Missouri  exactly 
as  the  other  Territories  have  been  left^  free  to  do 
at  they  plieaaed  ?  A  majority  of  them  have  moved 
from  the  StateS)  and  understand  self-government. 

One  word  on  the  African  slave  trade.  A  bill 
^n»  KooTted  in  the  Senate  to  whip  those  who 
unght  be  in  any  way  engaged  in  it.  The  whip- 
ping was  strucK  out,  (not  bv  the  votes  of  those 
who  represented  slave  States,)  because  a  rich  mer- 
chant might  be  convicted)  and  it  would  not  do 
to  whip  a  gentleman. 

If  the  amendnMnt  be  adopted,  Missouri  wifi 


have  fewer  rights  as  a.  Stata  than  as  a^  Territory. 
This  is  new  in  the  United  States--and  had  not 
the  Wise  King  of  Israel  said,  there  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sua,  this  would  be  thought  so.  The 
vote  of  the  Senate  last  year  on  this  same  question 
was  sufficient  to  convince  the  people  of  Missoun 
that  the  Senate  then  thought  they  had  the  same 
righto  with  the  other  Tenitories.  But,  all  this  a^ 
tention  to  Missouri,  reminds  me  of  people  who» 
when  young,  married  to  please  themseivesj  but 
who,  when  old,  were  desirous  to  make  matches 
foe  othersL 

Tired  as  he  was,  he  would  offer  a  few  observa* 
tiona  on  the  Con»timti(m  and  the  treaty ;-  both  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  laws,  which  surely  cannot 
affect  a  right  secured  by  either  of  the  otner,  have 
been  seardied  widi  uncommon  industry,  and  every 
sentence  or  word  which  could  nossibly  oe  supposed 
to  have  the  least  bearine  on  tne  subject  has  been 
read  and  scanned,  as  if  mis  was  a  question  of  syn- 
taxw  and  as  if  the  rights  of  people  dependl^  on  de*- 
tacned  sentences  or  words.  Can  it  be  thought 
that  the  Coovention  which  framed  the  Constitution 
would  have  given  the  power  to  emancipate  in  so 
indirect  a  way  that  it  was  never  discovered  till 
the  last  session,  when  they  were  so  particular  as 
even  to  prohifast  an  interference  with  the  slaw 
trade  untd  1808?  The  foUowmg  words  in  tiM 
Constitucion  are  chiefly  relied  on  for  the  authority : 
^'CongresB  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
^  make  all  needful  rules  and  regidations  respecting, 
^  the  territory  and  other  property  belonging -to  tSe 
'  United  States."  The  fair  and  only  meaning  of 
these  words  is,  that  Congress  may  s^l  and  manage 
their  own  pioperty,  but  not  the  proi)erty  of  thepeo- 
l^e.  Tlue  power  over  the  territories  is  very  different 
n'om  that  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  where 
ezdustve  legislation  is  granted.  '*  New  States  may 
be  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union."  Under 
these  words,  a  power  is  claimed  tb  declare  what 
shall  be  property  in  a  new  State.  As  well  might  a 
power  be  daimed  to  fix  the  age  when  people  shall 
marry  in  the  State.  The  oidinance  so  often  re* 
fennel  to  declares^  that  the  new  States  shall  bead* 
mitted  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  Original  States. 
And  so  all  t^e  new  States  have  been.  It  seems 
to  be  authority  for  every  one  but  Missouri.  The 
words  were  intended  to  take  the  place  of  an  arti* 
cle  in  the  Confederation,  which  provided  for  the 
unconditiouAl  admission  of  Canada  into  the  Union. 
They  have  no  application  to  what  vras  then  called 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  because  the  States  to 
be  formed  in  that,  were  to  come  into  the  Union 
under  the  ordinance.  What  was  intended  for 
Canada  has  brought  Louisiana  into  the  Union. 
This  clause  has  alsp  been  relied  on :  *'  That  mimra* 
'  tion  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  oi  the 
*  Staees  now  ^istin^  shall  think  proper  to  admit, 

<  shall  not  be  pohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 

<  the  year  1608  ;•  but  a  tax  or  doty  may  be  imposed 
^  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars 
^  for  each  person."  The  importation  may  be  taxed, 
but  not  the  migration.  If,  as  has  been  supposed, 
both  applied  to  slaves,  why  not  tax  both  ?  Migrar 
tion  was  not  intended  for  slaves  brought  into  the 
United  States  by  land.    At  die  time  the  Consti- 
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tation  was  formed,  it  is  probable  tbat  no  attempt 
to  do  this  had  erer  been  made.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bobkill)  has  said^  un- 
less the  amendment  be  adopted,  that  slaTes  will  be 
carried  from  Santa  Fe  to  Missouri.  If  so,  thcj 
will  be  carried  against  law;  and,  if  the  law  is 
not  obeyed,  they  may  be  carried  ifeito  Louisiana, 
Importation  means  property,  migration  does  not. 
He  would  now  turn  to  another  clause,  which 
ought  to  conyince  every  one  that  the  Constitution 
intended  that  new  States,  holding  slaves,  might 
be  admitted.  It  is  in  the  following  words :  "  R^ 
*  resentatiyes  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
'  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included 
<  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective 
'  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
'  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including 
^  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
'  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all 
'  other  persons."  This,  like  tne  other  clauses. of 
the  Ckinstitutton  which  have  been  noticed,  is  so 
plain  and  clear  that  no  argument  can  render  it  more 
90 :  ''  Which  may  be  admitted,"  cannot  be  made  to 
mean  the  States  then  in  the  XJnibn. 

The  treaty  is  as  plain  as  the  Constitution.  The 
people  are  to  be  protected  in  their  property ;  and 
slaves  were  property  both  before  and  since  its  rati- 
fication. If  the  property  in  slaves  be  destroyed  by 
indirect  means,  it  is  as  much  a  violation  of  the 
treaty  as  if  it  was  done  directly.  Pass  the  amend- 
\nient,  and  the  property  in  them  is  indirectly  de- 
stroyed \  and  yet  it  is  tne  only  property  secured. to 
'the  owner  bv  the  Constitution.  The  power  to 
touch  the  suDJect  is  claimed  by  a  stretching  im- 
plication. It  18  to  be  found  in  no  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  treaty.  It  is  stretching  the  Con- 
stitution more  than  it  ever  was  before;  and  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that,  since  the  election 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency,  it  has  not  been 
stretched  without  injuring  the  people.  In  giving 
a  stretching  construction  to  the  Constitution,  we 
ought  not  to  forget  that  the  Holy  Scripture,  which 
contains  nothing  but  peace  and  good  will  to  man, 
was,  by  a  stretching  construction,  made  to  cover 
the  terrible  inquisition  and  the  wild  crusades.  And 
it  would  seem,  from  virhat  we  have  heard,  as  dan- 
gerous to  hold  a  slave  as  to  say  to  thy  brother, 
thdujM^  or  thou  liaf. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
comprombe  made  in  the  Constitution  about  staves, 
gjentlemen  had  thought  proper,  at  almost  every  ses- 
sion, to  brinff  the  subject  before  Congress,  in  some 
shape  or  other,  and  that  they  regularly,  in  their 
arguments,  claim  new  power  over  them.  What 
have  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  done,  that 
such  a  strong  desire  should  be  manifested  to  pen 
them  up  ?  It  cannot  be  because  their  Representatives 
have  uniformly  opposed  the  African  slave  trade,  or 
because  they  as  uniformly  opposed  the  impressment 
of  American  sailors  by  Brifish  ofiScers ;  or  because 
their  banks  are  drained  of  specie,  to  supply  other 
places,  and  the  revenue  collected  from  tnem  is 
not  spent  among  them ;  or  because  thev  have  been 
so  tolerant  in  politics  that  when  Mr.  Jefferson 
came  into  office,  their  opponents,  who  had  every 
office,  were  not  turned  out— a  proof  that  they  did 


not  oppose  them  for  their  places  of  honor  or  pofit ; 
or  because  they  have  been  willing  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union  without  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  people — Ohio  will  remember  that  the  speechei 
of  Southern  members  were  printed  to  induce  her 
citizens  to  bec(Hne  a  State ;  or  because  they  have 
never  requested  Congress  to  tax  others  for  their 
benefit ;  or  because  they  have  not  abased  the  late 
pension  law,  but  have  at  all  times  been  obedient 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  States, 
never  giving  cause  for  uneasiness  or  alarm  to  the 
United  States  or  the  neighboring  States,  and,  at 
all  times  which  tried  men^  souls,  liave  been  found 
good  and  true ;  or  because,  in  old  times,  they  op- 
nosed  the  shutting  of  the  Mississippi  for  twenty- 
nve  years. 

If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  am«idment| 
it  may  ruin  us  and  our  children  after  us ;  if  aninst 
it,  no  injury  will  result  to  any  part  of  the  united 
States.  Let  it  be  what  it  may,  m^  prayer  to  God 
shall  be,  that  it  may  benefit  the  nation  and  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  people^  and  that  the  union  of 
these  States,  and  the  Constitution^  may  be  aslast- 
ing  as  the  Alleghany. 

[The  following  is  the  part  of  the  history  of  General 
Moultrie,  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Mscoo: 

**  On  my  wsy  from  General  Msrion's  to  General 
Graeoe'e  camp,  my  plantation  was  in  the  direct  road, 
where  I  called  and  staid  a  night.  On  my  entenng 
the  place,  as  soon  as  the  negroes  dieoovered  that  I 
waa  of  the  party,  thera  was  immediately  a  general 
alarm  and  an  outcry,  tbat  'mftssa  was  come!  maaaa 
was  come  I'  and  they  were  running  from  every  part, 
with  great  joy,  to  b^  me.  I  stood  in  the  piassa  to 
receive  them ;  they  gazed  at  me  with  astonishment, 
and  every  one  came  and  took  me  by  the  hand,  saying 
'  God  bless  you,  mssaa ! .  We  glad  to  see  you,  masaar 
and  every  now  and  then  soma  one  or  other  would 
come  out  with  a  <  ky  !*  aud  the  old  Africans  joined  in 
a  war  long,  in  their  own  language,  of  *  welcome  the 
war  home.'  It  was  an  aficcting  meeting  between  the 
slavep  and  the  master:  the  tears  stole  down  my  eyes 
and  run  down  my  cheeks.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
that  were  with  me  coiild  not  help  being  affected  by 
the  scene.  Many  are  still  afive,  and  remember  the 
eircumstance.  I  then  possessed  ab«>ut  two  hnndrrd 
alaves ;  and  not  one  of  them  left  me  during  the  war, 
although  they  ha4  had  great  olien,  nay,  some  were  car- 
ried down  to  work  on  the  British  lines,  yet  thej  always 
contrived  to  make  their  escape  and  retura  home.  My 
plantation  I  found  to  be  a  desolate  place;  atocfc  of 
every  kind  taken  off;  the  furniture  carried  away  ;  and 
my  eatate  bad  been  under  aequeatration."3 


FainAT,  January  21. 

The  pRESinEMT  communiealied  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  containing  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  clerks  employed  m  that  department 
during  the  year  1819,  with  their  names  and  sala- 
ries; also,  a  list  of  contract  made  by  that  depart- 
ment during  the  same  year ;  and  the  reports  were 
read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  the  bill  to  fwohihit 
the  introduction  of  slarery  into  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  north  and  west  of  the  cox^ 
t^mplated  State  of  Missouri  was  refened  to  a 
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lect  committee,,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  eon- 
sider  and  report  thereon;  end  Messrs.  THOMAa, 
BuBRiLL,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Paumer,  and 
Pl£A8ant8,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  sereral  acts  for 
the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Loaisiatta,  and  Missouri  Territory,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Landis. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  district  court 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  was  taken  up,  when  the 
blanks  therein  were  so  filled  as  to  provide  that  the 
salary  of  the  Judge  be  02,000,  that  of  the  United 
States  Attorney  $400.  and  that  of  the  Marshal 
$250  per  annum  \  and,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was 
passed,  and  sent  to.  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  continue  the  act  to  provide  for  reports  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (the  blank  in 
which  had  been  previously  filled  so  as  to  continue 
the  act  for  five  years,)  ana  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  LiAif MAN  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  its  vicinity, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  farther 
extension  df  slavery  in  the  United  States ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Vassel  White, 
of  Berkshire,  Massachusetts,  praying  a  pension, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  reaa 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolutions  (introduced  by  Mr.  Dickerson) 
so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  provide  an 
uoifonn  mode  of  electing  Electors  ot  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Representatives  in  Congress ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  engross  the  resolution  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmativo — yeas  27,  nays  13,  as 
follows : 

Yka*— Messrs.  Brown,  Borrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Edwtrds,  Horaey,  Honter,  Johnson  of  Loais- 
iana.  King  of  Alabama,  Lanmsn,.  Logana  Maeon, 
Melien,  Morrill,  Otia,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Saofon),  Stokes, 
Thoniaa,  Tichenor^  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  William*  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

NATS-^Mcssrs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  Gailtard,  Leake, 
Llojd,  Lowrie,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Boggles,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Walker  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Tim- 
berlake,  postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  reaui,^aDd  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 


MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

Xhe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
^^liole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
Lhe  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro^ 
posed  thereto. 

Air.  PiNKMBY,  of  Maryland,  took  the  floor,  and 
ipoke  until'  nearly  three  o'clock,  against  the  pro- 
posed restriction.    Before  he  had  concluded  his 


speech,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  24. 

Mr.  RuGOLca  presented  the  petition  of  Qabriel 
Godfroy^  of  Michigan  Territory,  praying  compen- 
sation lot  the  destruction  of  his  property  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
also  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia.''  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  aker  the  terms  of 
the  court  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  to  continue  m  force  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,**  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States^  as  it  respects 
th^  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  ol 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  motion  by 
Mr.  BuRRiLL,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Wednesday  next. 

ADMI88I0N  OP  MlfiSOURI. 

Mr.'WTirdoN  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, which  were  read : 

'*  Whereas,  a  bill  is  now  depending  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  application  of  the  people 
in  the  Territory  of  Missoari  for  the  adraiasion  of  that 
Territory  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  not  containing 
provisions  against  slavery  in  such  proposed  State,  and 
a  qnestiou  is  made  upon  the  right  and  ekpedieney  i>f 
such  provision : 

**  The  representativee  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey, 
in  the  Legislative  Council  and  General  Aisembly  of 
the  said  Stale,  now  in  asaeion,  deem  it  a  duty  they 
owe  to  themselves,  to  their  eonstituents,  and  posterity, 
to  declare  and  make  known  the  opinions  tiiey  hold 
upon  this  moraeotone  sobjeet ;  and, 

^  1.  They  do  rttohe  and  deektr^  TkM  the  fortlMr 
admission  of  Territories  into  the  Uaioo,  withoat  re-> 
Btriction  of  slavery,  would,  in  their  opmion,  esaentiaUy 
impair  the  right  of  this  and  other  eiisting  Sutes  to 
equal  lepreaentation  in  Congress,  (a  right  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  political  compact.)  inasmuch  as  auch 
newly  admitted  alavehokUng  State  would  be  repte- 
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nnted  on  the  buis  of  their  tUve  populfttion ;  t  con- 
cession made  at  the  Ibrmation  of  the  Constitution,  in 
fa^or  of  the  then  existing  States,  but  never  stipulated 
for  new  States,  nor  to  be  inferred  from  anj  article  or 
clause  in  that  instrument. 

«<  %,  Reached,  That^to  edmit  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
aouri  as  a  State  into  Uie  Union,  without  prohibiting 
e\$.very  there,  would,  ip  the  opinion  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  df  New  Jersey,  aforesaid,  be  no  lass 
than  to  sanction  this  great  poUti()al  and  moral  evil, 
fmniah  the  ready  means  of  peopling  a  wmeli  Territory 
with  slavei^  and  perpetuate  all  the  dangersi  criines, 
aqud  pernicious  effects  of  domestic  bondage. 

**  3.  jReaolved,  aa  the  ODtnion  of  the  representatives 
Mforesaid,  l*hat,  inasmuch  as  no  Territory  has  a  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  but  on  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  only  by  a  law  of  Con- 
^esa  consenting  thereto  on  the  part  of  the  existing 
States,  Congress  may  rightfully,  and  ought  to  refuse 
auch  law,  unless  upon  reasonable  and  just  conditions, 
assented  to  on  the  part  of  the  people  applying  to  be- 
come one  of  the  States. 

*<4.  Res9lved,  in  the  epinien  of  the  representuHnes 
e^esaid,  That  the  article  of  the  Constitution  which 
restrains  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  migration  or 
importation  of  slaveo,  until  after  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  eight,  doea,  by  necessary  implication, 
Admit  the  general  power  of  Congress  over  the  stt|i)ect 
of  slavery,  and  concedes  to  them  the  right  lo  regulate 
and  restrain  such  migration  and  inpeiiatiaa  after  that 
time,  into  the  existing  or  any  newly  to  be  created 
Stftte. 

**{^.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  the  represtniaiives 
of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  ajhreiaid.  That,  inas- 
much as  Congress  have  a  cUtj  right  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  Territory  into  the  Union,  by  the  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  they  ought,  in  the  present  case,  to 
exorcise  that  absolute  discretion,  in  order  to  preserve 
Um  political  rights  of  the  several  existing  States,  and 
prevent  the  great  national  disgrace  and  multiplied 
aisehiels  which  most  ensue  from  conceding  it,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  in  the  immense  territories  yet  to  claim 
fldnJsaion  into  the  Union,  beyond  the  MissiaBippi*  that 
they  may  tolerate  slavery. 

**  6.  Resohed,  with  the  eoneurrenee  of  Council,  That 
the  Governor  of  this  Stale  be  requested  to  transmit 
a  cof^  of  the  foregoing  Meolations  to  each  of  the  Sen- 
atom  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Logan  communioated  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  tne  State 
of  Kentucky,  which  wen  read: 

•  Wheraas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statea 
woyides  for  the  admissioB  of  new  Stntee  into  the 
DnioB,  and  it  is  just  and  proper  that  all  such  Steles 
should  be  established  upon  the  footing  of  original 
States,  with  a  view  to  the  presewation  of  Stale  eov- 
CNigiity,  the  praeperity  of  soeh  new  State,  and  the 
gMd  of  ^eir  catiieiis;  and  wheteaa  ancoessful  at- 
teaipte  have  been  heretofore  made^  and  afa  now  mak- 
iag»  to  pr^ent  the  people  of  the  Teiritoiy  of  Missoari 
from  being  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  unices 
tauBiiieUod  b^^  rulea  aad  regaUtiona  which  do.not  ex- 
ist in  the  original  Slatee,  particulariy  in  relation  -to 
the  toteiation  of  slavery  i 

•*  Whereas,  also,  if  Congress  can  thus  tinmmel  or 
control  the  powen  of  a  Tenritlbry  in  the  foimation  of 
a  State  government,  that  body  may,  on  the  aame 
piiacipleoy  redaee  its  powers  to  little  more  thaa  those 


possessed  by  the  people  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
sad  whilst  professing  to  make  it  a  sovereign  State, 
may  bind  it  in  perpetual  vassalaga,  and  reduce  it  te 
the  condition  of  a  province ;  sa^  State  must  aiwissa 
lily  become  the  dependant  of  Congrasa,  aaking  pow- 
ers, and'  not  the  independent  Stale,  demanding  righta : 
And  whereas  it  is  Beoeasary«  in  preserving  the  State 
sovereignties  in  their  present  rights,  that  no  new  State 
rhould  be  subjected  to  this  restriction,  any  more  then 
an  old  one,  and  that  there  can  be  no  reason  or  justice 
why  it  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges, 
when  it  is  bound  to  bear  all  the  burdens  aad  taxes 
laid  upon  it  by  Congress : 

*'  In  passing  the  following  resolution,  the  General 
Assembly  refrains  from  expressing  any  opinion  either 
in  favor  or  against  the  pnndples  of  slavery ;  bat  to 
support  and  maintain  State  rights,  which  it  conceives 
necessary  to  be  supported  and  maintained,  to  preserve 
the  liberties  of  the  free  people  of  these  United  States, 
it  avowe  its  solemn  conviction  that  the  Statee  already 
confederated  under  one  common  Couetitation,  have 
not  a  right  to  deprive  new  Statee  of  equal  privileges 
with  themselvee :  Therefore, 

**  Resohed,  by  the  General  Asmmbfyof  ike  Commom- 
weakh  of . Kentucky,  That  the  Sonatoia  m  Ooogress 
from  this  State  be  iaetruetad,  and  the  RepreaeataUTea 
be  requested,  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure  the  paa- 
sage  of  a  law  to  admit  the  people  of  Mimauri  into  Iha 
Union  as  a  State,  whether  thoso  people  will  sanction 
slavery  by  their  conatitution  or  not. 

"  Resohed,  Thai  the  JBxecutive  of  this  Common- 
wealth be  requested  to  transmit  this  resolution  to  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, that  it  may  be  laid  before  that  body  for  its  con- 
sideration." 

STATE  OF  MAXNfi,  dba 

The  Senate  again  took  iid  the  Missottri  InI]. 

Mr.  PrNKNBT  resamed  tne  remarks  which  he 
commenced  on  Friday,  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed restriction,  ana  spoke  nearly  two  hoim. 
When  he  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Otis  intimated  a  wish  to  reply  to  Mr.  P.,  hat 
as  the  Senate,  he  said,  after  the  mtellectual  ban- 
^net  which  they  had  just  enjoyed,  would  have  now 
little  relish  for  the  plain  fare  which  he  could  offer; 
he  moyed  th^t  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow ;  which  motion  prevailed. 


TcBSUAT,  January  25. 

The  Vice  Fresioent  having  retired  from  the 
Chair,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  chotee  of  a  Pre- 
sident pr^  tempore,  as  the  Conatitution  proTides ;  and 
the  honorable  Jobn  Gaillabo  was  elected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpord  the  Secretary  ^was 
directed  to  wait  on  the  Pf^idont  of  ^  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  that  the  Senate  baTe, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  elected  the 
honorable  John  Gaillard,  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate jpro  tempore,  and  that  the  Secretary  make  a 
sknilar  communication  to  the  House  of  Kepraaent- 
atives.  <- 

Ruras  Kiitg,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  teim 
of  six  Tears,  commencinip  on  the  nmrth  day  of 
March  fast  produced  his  credentials,  was  qmlifiedU 
aad  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
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On  DMtian  by  Mr.  Bfnooii,  Ibe  ComBiittec  on 
Finance  were  instructed  to  nrep«re  and  mort  a 
bill  to  xenit  the  dntiei  whicn  may  be  payable  on 
a  stame  of  Genend  Waabangton,  to  be  imported 
from  Swope,  executed  by  th^  Marquis  CaaoTa, 
for  the  State  of  Noith  Carolina. 

Mr.  Troiblb  oommunicated  the  reBotetioas  and 
proeeediags  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  O^io. 
idaCiTe  to  the  tariff  on  foreigii  merefaan^ae,  and 
appffopffiatioBs  lor  roads  and  canals ;  whieh  were 
read,  and  jefegred  to  the  Committee  on  Cemmeree 
and  Bianufaetsves.  to  consider  and  report  Uiereon. 

Mr.  TitiifBiA  also  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  tiie  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  prmng  for  the  ptotection  and  eneoonige- 
ment  of  AmericaB  mannfactm«B ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  eoi|Hnille& 

Mr.  WALKBRyOf  Alabama,  sulnnitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  oonstderation : 

Raolved^  That  th«  Oommittee  tni  Publte  Lands  be 
inslraeted  to  iaqiiirs  into  the  expedieDey  of  Mtablisb- 
iDg  tvro  eddilioaal  lend  ofiBees  ia  the  State  <yf  Ahibame ; 
oae  at  the  town  ef  ToseaJoMb,  aad  oite  at  Coneodl 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  die  Com- 
mittee on  PuUic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  Che 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  telief  of  die  heirs  of 
Anthony  Burh,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed  die  consideration  of  die 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ckdms.  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Samud  F.  Hooker ;  and  the  further  con- 
sfderatian  thereof  was  poeitponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  Februarv  next 

The  iiiB,  entided  ^An  act  to  provide  for  tiJcing 
the  fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  die  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  rea^^theseeond  dme,and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jttdiciary. 

MAIN£  AND  KISSOUBI. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  the  coaaidenition  of  the  faiH,  endded  ''An 
act  fiBT  tbe  admiflsioa  of  the  Stale  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,^  together  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  Ona  addicsted  the  Senate  this  day,  at  con^ 
aaderaUe  length,  in  reply  to  Bdr.  PiMERar,  and  in 
&Tor  of  the  lestiiBtioa  on  Missouri.  .  His  speech 
ia  fiven  entire,  as  faUows : 

Sir.  Ona,  of  Maaaaehasetts,  obxrved,  that  \riuen 
the  bill  for  admittiBg  Miaeouri  into  the  Union,  at 
the  kot  aesaion,  paaaed  the  Senate,  he  was  among 
thoae  who  Toted  in  its  favor.  It  was  introduced 
only  a  fiew  days  before  the  adjoamment,  and  was 
ccttaittly  not  rc^^ded  as  a  measure  ]^egiiAnt  with 
die  important  antetest  whidli  had  since  be^  at- 
tached to  it.  There  was  hardly  a  eerioaa  debate 
ahont  its  paaaing,  in  which  two  or  three  gentlemen 
only  took  part.  Herring,  at  that  time,  but  imper- 
fect means  of  .examining  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion, he  first  TOled  wkh  those  who  were  in  faror 
of  a  poetponement,  inrt  finding  this  was  lost,  he 
thoogBt,  under  the  best  view  he  could  then  tace  of 
tlie<|nestiaa,  diat  the  people  of  that  territory,  hav- 
ing mig^ted  thither  under  an  eKpectaiion  of ' 


placed  on  the  same  looting  widi  the  Slates  alnadf 
eaired  out  of  du  same  cession,  had  some  daima 
to  a  similar  indulgence.    But  his  idea  waa,  that  it 
should  stop  here,  and  that  all  would  oonour  in 
measures  to  pHrerent  the  further'eztenaion  of  akTay 
into  the  territories  and  die  States  in  future  to  lia 
creeled  within  them.    And  if  this'  could  now  be 
effiBcted,  and  the  bill  for  adQiitting  Missouri  eoald 
be  accompanied  by  such  guaida  uid  proTtnona  aa 
would  forever  preclude  me  spread  of  that  moral 
Mtilenoe,  he  should  not  repent  of  the  oblation. he 
nad  then  ofiered  to  the  apint  of  ccmciliation..   Ht 
ahoohl,  on  the  otho*  hand,  with  hia  preaent  imprea^ 
siona,  be  inclined  to  repeat  it.    But  percetving,  at 
yet,  no  dispoaidons  promisinff  such  a  result,  aad. 
conndering  that  the  ffronnd  sow  taken  bf  the 
friends  to  the  bill  invdved  an  absolute  denud  of 
the  powers  of  the  General  GoTfonment  to  make 
any  compact  binding  on  States  hereafter  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union ;  a  doetrine  against  which 
he  altogether  piateated ;  he  felt  it  to  l^  his  duty  to 
aupport  die  amendment.     These  cireumstaneea 
would  account  for,  and  exeuae  hia  iadiaeredon,  in 
atlemptinff  to  engage  the  attendon  of  the  SenatCL 
after  the  maalay  of  eloquenfle  widi  which  they  baa 
been  reualed  for  two  ^itire  daya.    He  waa  aewfr- 
ble  of  the  diaadrantage  under  which  he  labored, 
and  could  only  forewarn  the  Senate  of  the  diaap- 
pointment  wniiih   awaited   them,  if  his  mimg 
ahould  be  thought  to  indkate  an  intention  of  re- 
nlyinff  in  detail  to  the  argument  of  the  gendeman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pihsney.)    Yariona  eoorid- 
cratibna  forbad  his  making  any  such  efeit.    lie 
waa  quite  a^aaible  of  his  own  incompefeenoy  ;Id 
follow  him  dvongh  his  enchanted  grounAi.   -^ 
many  of  his  principles  he  was  dinoKd  to  aeMnt. 
Some  of  them  his  recollecdon  could  not  embody: 
like  the  raya  of  the  diamond  they  apaiUed,  da^ 
ded,  and  ware  gone.    And  a  very  large  daaa-of 
hia  remaxka  he  eoqld  regard  merely  aa  the  gold 
and  ailrer  dssue  wherewith  the  honorable  ^eada- 
man  had  enriefaed  the  splendid  dreas  in  which  he 
had  thonght^t  to  present  faimeelf  to  the  Senate 
for  the  fint  time.    Wtdi  these  excepdotti  enduflii 
would  atili  be  left  for  him  to  undertake,  and  t&a 
he  ahould  do  in  the  order  in  which  his  mind  had 
been  led  to  inveatiffateaad  decide  on  dieqiicsiioni 
noticing  incidentauy,  and  in  his  own  eouiee,  thoae 
objections  of  the  honorable  gentleman  "wliick  ap- 
pear to  have  the  most  i^unediate  bearing  on  tne 
sabjact. 

h  was  asserted  by  p^endcmen  that  a  uMie  fane 
and  portentous  question  had  never  been  agitated 
widun  these  walk  This  he  would  not  deny;  aad 
yet  he  could  not  consider  it  a  new  queation.  If  n 
etratiger  to  our  country,  but  £uniliar'With  oqr  hia- 
Cory,  upon  arriving  here,  at  thia  moment,  and  wit- 
nenmg  the  perturtetion  of  men^  minds,  widiin 
doors  and  without,  shouhl  be  tcdd,  upon  mquifiai^ 
the  cause,  tbnt  it  aroae  from  a  diaeuaaton  of  the 
queation  whether  alavery  should  be  inhibited  in 
your  tenitarial  possessions;  hia  first  impmiian. 
would  cerlainlv  be  that  thiaqueation  had  been  f«t 
to  rest  aome  mree  and  thirty  years  ago.  I  have 
"  read  (he  wouU  be  inclined  to  say)  that  the  ear- 
Uaat  ezerciae  of  your  authx»ity  over  the  domain 
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eeded  to  the  United  States,  wai  manifested  in  a 
solemn  protest  against  the  intn>duction  of  slavery 
into  it,  and  that  you  thus  afforded  an  earnest  of 
your  future  policy  and  intentions  in  regard  to  all 
similar  acquisitions  of  ceded  territory.  Where- 
fore, in  the  ordinance  for  goyeminff  the  North- 
western Territory,  did  yoiL  with  such  grare  ddib- 
eration  establish,  as  one  of  the  fundamental  prin* 
ciples  of  ciril  and  reUgious  liberty,  for  the  regula- 
tion of  your  territories  in  all  future  time,  the  ex- 
dusicm  of  involuntary  servitude,  and  why  would 
you  now  relax  a  system  established  in  the  health^- 
nil  vigor  and  freuiness  of.  your  newly  acquired 
liberty,  and  bring  into  doubt  princi^es  which  were 
thai  so  solemnly  determined  V^  To  these  inqui- 
ries, he  said,  he  should  only  be  able  to  answer, 
^'  Tempora  miUtuUur  H  w>$  nmtosiiir  in  t8w." 

If  the  obligations  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Con- 
stitution Were  rigorous  to  the  extent  wfajch  ^ntle- 
men  seemed  to  insist,  our  condition  was  indeed 
deplorable.  If,' while  the  nations  of  the  old  world 
were  forming  confederations  in  order  to  exclude 
from  their  own  dependencies  the  future  introduction 
of  slaves,  and  to  propitiate  Heaven  bv  an  attempt 
to  atone  for  the  past  abominations  of  that  traffic  of 
the  human  species,  we  are  not  only  inhibited  from 
coming  into  their  system,  but  are  really  obliged,  by 
tteaty,  to  open  a  new  and  illifliitable  market  within 
our  own  territories ;  and  while  they  are  contracting 
the  sphere  of  human,  misery  and  servitude,  we  are 
ccwnpelled  to  widen  its  expanse  from  the  MissLssippi 
to  the  setting  sun :  then,  indeed,  is  our  situation 
most  humbling.  It  will  be  in  vain,  he  feared,  to 
compare  the  youth  and  purity  of  our  institutions 
with  the  decrepitude  of  the  old  world,  and  the 
rottenness  of  their  systems,  if  this  be  our  predica- 
ment. 

If  the  President  and  Senate  can,  by  treaty^  acquire 
possessions  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and  Dind  us  to 
admit  them  into  our  Union,  without  any  restriction 
upon  their  laws  and  usages ;  should  he  chance  to 
travel  through  any  part  of  Europe,  after  these 
should  be  admitted  as  acknowledged  principles  of 
Constitutional  law,  and  hear  his  country  branded 
as  a  region  of  hypocrisy,  and  its  people  as  a  raoe 
of  men,  who,  with  liberty  in  their  mouths,  carried 
rods  for  the  backs  and  chains  for  the  feet  or  unborn 
millions,  into  a  new  world ;  he  should  stand  in 
need  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  as  the  only  panoply  competent  to 
enable  him  to  repel  the  point  of  sucn  injurious  ac- 
cusations, as  his  own  invention  would  not  supply 
him  with  a  satisfactory,  answer.  StilL  if  in  realty 
our  faith,  by  treaty,  was  thus  plighted,  though  he 
should  deem  the  acquisition  of  the  whole  territory 
a  vital  misfortune,  and  should  think  it  would  hare 
been  happier  for  us  if  the  Mississippi  had  been  an 
eternal  torrent  of  burning  lava,  impassable  as  the 
lake  which  separates  the  evil  from  the  good,  and 
the  re^ns  beyond  it  destined  to  be  covored  for- 
ever with  brakes  and  junffles,  and  the  impenetrable 
haunts  of  the  wolf  and  the  panther ;  yet,  he  would 
not  then. advocate  a  breach  of  the  public  faith,  but 
he  should  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  recom- 
mend a  new  nc^^ation  with  the  present  ben^- 
cent  monarch  of  France,  to  the  end  of  obtaining 


his  release  from  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  ao  fatal 
to  our  best  interests. 

In  all  the  discussions  of  the  main  question,  which 
had  come  under  his  ey^  the  duputants  on  each 
side  had  placed  the  Constitution  in  the  foreground, 
and  reserved  the  tiea^  of  cession  for  sabseqnent 
examination.  But  to  nim  it  appeared  more  proper 
to  invert  this  order  of  inqmry.  The  pec^e  of 
Biissouri  had  no  claims  to  a  participatiim  m  the 
heneftto  of  the  Cmistitation,  except  such  as  were 
derived  to  them  through  the  medium  of  the  treaty, 
and  so  far  only  as  those  benefits  were  alluded  to, 
or  secured  them  hy  express  reference  in  that  instru- 
ment. The  Constitution  was  the  templ^  and  the 
treatv  the  portico,  through  which  alone  they  were 
entitled  to  admission.  -  In  his  view  of  the  subject 
this  distinction  was  extremely  material,  and  he 
could  wish  to  render  it  clear.  According  to  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  a  country,  the  do- 
main and  jurisdiction  of  which  is  ceded  in  fi]dl 
sovereignty  to  another  country,  can  have  no  claims 
to  partake  in  its  govemioent  which  are  not  to  be 
found  in  precise  terms  and  stipulations.  The  ri^t 
to  make  war  is  an  attribute  of  every  sovereignty. 
Conquest  b  incident  to  war,  and  the  right  to  hold 
a  conquered  territory  follows  i^n  conquest.  If 
peace  is  made  on  tne  principle  of  vli  posntUtU^ 
without  more  words  the  victor  disposes  of  his  con- 
quest, and  ffovems  it  at  his  pleasure.  But  if  the 
cession  of  the  conquered  territory  is  extended  into 
special  articles,  looking  to  the  future  condition  and 
government  ot  the  inhabitants,  the  right  of  the 
conqueror  is  then  limited  and  ddined  by  the  treaty 
alone.  The  principles  applicable  to  a  conquered 
teriitorv  are  eoually  so  to  a  territory  acquired  by 
amicable  purcnase.  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States  in  full  sovereignty,  with  all  the 
sights  over  the  same  which  belonged  to  France  or 
Spain.  Had  the  grant  been  comprised  in  these 
terms  only,  it  would  have  been  absolute.  The 
United  States  might  have  held  it  forever  as  a 
colony,  or  prohibited  its  settlement,  or  ^vemed  it 
by  a  prefect ;  and  why  not  have  admitted  it  to  a 
partial  enjoyment  of  State  rights?  Such  an  ad- 
mission might  well  be  conceived  to  be  a  boon  to 
the  inhabitants.  It  certainly  would  have  been  a 
relaxation  of  the  absolute  right  of  dominion  vested 
by  the  cession.  What  objection  could  be  raised 
against  proffering  to  the  iimabitants  of  a  country, 
thus  unconditionallv  surraidered,  any  limited  fac- 
ulty of  ^f^LTtaking  of  the  powers  of  your  Constitu- 
tion, which  prudence  ana  policy  might  induce  you 
to  grant  7  Why  should  you  be  compelled  to  grant 
to  Uiem  all  or  nothing  ?  Why  should  they  be  re- 
stricted from  accepting  of  a  part  that  would  be 
useful  to  them. and  sufficient forall  their  purposes, 
because  the  wnole,  which  might  be  unsuitable  to 
their  circumstances,  orunimportant  to  dieir  welfare, 
is  unattainable?  No  conjecture  could  be  raised 
of  any  good  reason  for  placing[a  Government,  and 
its  nei?^y  acquired  suhjects,  in  any  predicament 
respecting  each  other,  which  could  not  be  altered 
or  modified  by  a  fair  compact;  and  he  could  not 
doubt  that  either  the  right  to  acquire  territory  under 
the  Constitution  must  be  renounced,  (a  question 
now  too  late  to  be  stirred,)  or  that  the  faculty  of 
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importiog  to  the  new  domain  so  much  and  no  more 
of  the  awolute  power  of  the  sorereign  aa  to  him 
fhoald  seem  good,  must  be  admitted. 

Keeping,  then,  in  riew  these  general  principles, 
he  was  prepared  to  examine  the  treaty  of  cession 
in  detail,  and  ascertain  how  far  the  ahsolnte  aover- 
eignty,  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in  Louisiana, 
was  controlled  by  the  special  prorisions  of  that 
instmmenL    It  would,  hpwcTcc^  facilitate  the  ex- 
planation of  his  views,  to  consider  who  were  the 
psrties  to  the  treaty.    As  to  this,  he  obaenred,  that 
negatively  they  were  not  the  white  peopled  States 
on  one  side^  and  the  slaveholding  Stales  on  the 
odier,  as  the  course  of  the  argument  might  some- 
times almost  lead  usrto  conclude.    It  would  afflict 
him  to  see  the  Senate  divide  into  the  factions  of 
the  Quelphs  and  Qhibbelinca,  or  the  white  and  red 
roses  soanended  in  the  festoons  of  their  tapesdy. 
He  should  not  agree,  without  a  struggle,  to  give 
up  his  right  to  be  considered  as  the  citizen  of  a 
common  country,  of  which  the  oentleman  who 
preceded  him  was  so  distiuffuished  an  ornament. 
The  parties  then  were  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica^ m  behalf  of  the  citizaas  who  were  original 
parues  to  the.  Constitution,  the  old  States  then  in 
the  Union,  on  one  part,  and  Napoleon^  First  Con- 
sul of  France,  hi  behalf  of  the  i>*rench  nation,  (of 
which  Louisiana,  including  Misaoiiri,  vraa  a  por- 
tion,) on  the  ocker  part.    With  respect  to  by  far 
the  greater  number  and  most  important  interests 
of  thepeopleat  that  time  inhabitants  of  Louisiana, 
the  treaty  has  been  executed  to  their  entire  satis- 
faction, and  they  have  nothing  to  say.  They  have 
heen  erected. into  a  State,  without  any  exception- 
able restriction.     To  the  residue  of  those  inhabit- 
ants, now  in  tha  Missouri  Territory,  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  it  was  not  possible,  in  the  words 
of  ike  treaty,  to  make  them  a  State.    They  were 
too  few,  and  coald  have  no  pretext  for  claiming 
this  privilege.     As  to  another  class — those  who 
had  miffratMl  thither  from  the  United  States,  they 
could  cuiim  no  rights  in  Missouri  under  the  treaty, 
correctly  speaking.  They  cannot  phtce  themadveB 
in  the  situation  of  the  French  subjeels  who  were 
reprennted  by  Napoleon.    They  were  American 
citizens,  and  as  such,  iahabitiiw  the  old  domain, 
they  were  parties  under  the  United  States.    For 
any  violation  of  the  treaty,  afflicting  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  ceded  territory  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sion, the  French  Government  miffht  demand  re- 
dress; but,  in  behalf  of  those  'moae  migration 
tiudier  is  posteripr,-  that  Grovemment  could  not  be 
entided  to  interpose.    It  is  tindoubtedly  true,  how- 
ever^  that  if,  by  the  sale  of  your  lands,  or  bjr  per- 
mitting other  States  to  be  erected  in  the  territory, 
ezenq>t  from  the  restriction  of  slavery,  or  by  any 
other  cireumstaiices,  these  persons  have  been  in- 
doced  to  setUe  in  Missouri,  under  an  expectation 
of  retaining  their  slaves,  it  would  be  rnmgnant  to 
the  nrincipKs  of  equity  to  disconcert  their  plans, 
&ndlibemte  the  negroes  already  there.  And  against 
this  effect  they  are  protected  by  the  amendment 
It  touches  not  the  property  i|i  alavea  already  in- 
troduced, but  regards  the  future  augmentation  of 
their  numbers.    So  that  justice,  would  be  done 
to  all  parties  to  the  treaty,  m  the  moat  ample 


sense,  and  also  to. those  whose  claims  aiise  not 
under  that  instrument,  but  under  the  laws,  grants, 
ami  acquiescence  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Thus  not  a  mortal  can  make  any  reason- 
able complaint.  Nor  is  the  hardship  greater  upon 
the  ovmer  of  a  slave,  who  is' prevented  from  tak- 
ing him  hereafter  into  that  country,  than  upon  the 
proprietor  of  a  house  or  a  ship^  which  cannot  be 
removed.  Let  us,  then,  having  designated  the 
parties,  their  rights,  and  their  present  attitudes, 
proceed  to  those  clauses  of  limitation  of  the  abso^ 


lute  right  of  sovereignty^  which  the  terms  of  ces- 
sion used  in  the  treaty,  i/not  qualified,  would  im- 
port. The  inquiry,  he  readilv  agreed,  should  be 
approached  with  a  spirit  of  lioerauty  and  fair  in- 
teq)retation,  and  not  with  the  artifices  of  forced  con^ 
structions,  and  the  narrownesss  of  its  juridiod 
forms.    The  material  words  are  these : 

<*Tbe  iohsbiUfits  of  the  eedcd  territory  shtU  be 
'  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  snd 

*  admitted,  ss  soon  as  possible,  aocoiding  to  the  prin- 

*  cipiss  of  the  Federal  OonstttotioD^  to  the  enjoyment 
'  of  all  the  rights,  advaatsges,  and  immonittos  of  eiti- 

*  sens  of  the  United  States ;  and»  in  ths  meantime^ 
'  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 

*  which  they  profess."  ,    ^ 

Mr.  O.  would  not  pause  to  consider,  whether  all 
these  words  might  not  be  satisfied  by  imparting  to 
those  inhabitants  a  territorial  government,  such  aa 
they  now  enjoyed,  though  much  might  oe  urged 
in  lavor  of  such  a  construction.  The  First  Con- 
sul, Napoleon,  had,  indeed,  extended  his  paternal 
care  to  most  of  the  nations  in  Europe,  and  taken 
at  least  a  bird's  eye  view  of  the  affitira  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  ^hown  a  condescending  wiilingnesa 
to  display  hiB  ^;ood  offices  in  giving  to  them  a  con- 
venient direction.  •  But  he  doubted  how  far  it  was 
an  indispensable  consideration  with  him  at  the 
time  of  making  the  treaty,  that  the  people  of  Lovk 
istana  should  become  independent  States^  and 
members  of  the  Federal  Union.  He  was  a  great 
giver  of  constitutions,  which  he  todt  from  his  own 

Eigaon  holes,  and  hung  upon  tha  necks  of  his  al- 
ias with  chains;  but  they  were  generaliy  of  a 
diffisrent  description  from  those  of  the  United 
Slates.  But  waiving  this  consideration^  and  ac- 
cepting the  phraseology  of  the  treaty  in  the  most 
popular  and  Ubeiai  sense,  and  ^pranting  that  the 
terms  **  incorporation  in  the  Union,"  and  adnii»- 
sion^to  be  States,  are  synonymous  terms,  the  quea- 
tion  naturally  occurs,  what  was  the  condition  and 
character  of  this  union  of  States  at  the  time  of 
framing  the  treaty  ?  To  this,  whatever  it  murht 
be,  both  parties,  certainly  jthe  Ministers  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States,  must  be  underttood  to  refer.  There  is 
no  rule  more  certain  in  the  interpretation  of  trea- 
ties, than  that  which  prescribes  a  regard  to  be  had 
to  the  condition  of  the  parties,  and  subject-matter 
of  the  negotiation  at  the  epocn  of  its  conclusion. 
At  this  period  the  Federal  Union  consisted  of 
States  which  had  joined  the  Confederacy  under 
various  circumstances.  There  were  the  old  United 
States;  there  were  also  Kentucky,  Vermont,  Ten- 
nessee, who  had  come  in  without  the  restriction 
npon  slavery,  and  Ohio,  which  had  acceded  to  the 
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r08lrietion,.snd  ado]ited  it  as  a  part  of  her  conati- 
tutioB.  ProTision  was  also  made  hf  the  ordiaaace 
of  1787,  (justly  styled  the  immortal  ordinance,)  foe 
the  admission  of  other  Btales  in  the  only  temto- 
rial  possessions  of  the  United  States  sabject  to  the 
inhibition  of  seryitode.  Ail  these  States  w«re  in- 
eorpoimted  into  the  Union  at  that  time.  But  as 
the  inferences  resulting  from  this  ordinance  are  all* 
knportant  and  coaclusive  in  the  illustration  of  the 
subject,  and  applicable  as  well  to  the  constrttction 
of  the  constitutkn  as  <^  the  treaty,  (which  he 
should  endeavor  to  demonstnUe,)  he  must  crare 
indulgence  to.  recapitulate  its  history,  and  to  show 
in  what  manner  it  had  become  engrafted  into  the 
whole  body  of  our  laws  appertaining  to  this  power 
of  admitting  new  States.  On  this  topic  dales, 
thongh  dry,  Decome  material.  The  Noithwestem 
territory  was  ceded  hy  Virginia  in  March,  1784. 
In  July,  1786,  Congress  passed  a  resolution,  reeom- 
mwding  to  Virginia  to  revise  her  act  of  eession, 
so  far  as  to  empower  Congress  to  erect  not  more 
than  ^we,  nor  less  than  three  States,  as  future  cir- 
cumstances might  reqmre,  in  the  ceded  territory, 
which  ^louki  Mve  the  same  rights  of  sorereignty, 
fieedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original  States. 
In  July,  1787,  was  passed  the  celebrated  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  that  territotv,  estaUishing 
fundiEunental  p«rinciples  of  civil  ana  religious  li^ 
erty  as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  gov- 
ernments, w&ich  should  forever  thereafter  be  form- 
ed therein;  and  providing  also  for  the  establishment 
of  States,  and  their  admission  to  a  share  m  the 
B^ederal  conneils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.  Among  these  functamentid  prin- 
fofits  is  found  a  perpetual  canon  ^e^mst  involun- 
tny^  acrvitude.  Now,  sir,  pleaae  to  observe  a  moat 
decisive  and  leadins  fact,  in  Deecanber.  1788,' the 
State  of  Viffffinia,  Ey  an  aet  reeiling  tne  neeom- 
nendation  of  Conflfess  of  1786,  ami  in  express 
words  recognising  the  ordinance  of  1787,  assents 
10  the  proMsal  vude  by  Congress,  and  ratifies  and 
ODuflrms  tne  article  6f  that  wdraance  which  con- 
fttiaed  a  repetition  of  the  terms  of  that  propoe^l ; 
thus  givmg  its  solemn  sanction  and  adoption  to 
the  entire  ordinance,  to  the  extent  of  her  power. 
Mb  unagination,  he  believed,  could  form  an  idea 
of  a  more  peifect  compact  than  this.  Here  were 
parties,  consideration,  solemnities,  exchange  of 
ODCuments,  perfect  and  mutual  inteUigence,  and 
dne  ddiberation.  Hence  it  follows  inm;rtibly,  thnt, 
^  the  admission  of  all  parties-^f  Virginia  who 
made,  and  of  Conmss  which  received  ue  cession 
-^the  prohibition  ctf  slavery  to  all  perpetuity,  and  in 
all  governments  in  that  territory,  was  not  deemed 
to  impair,  in  any  iespcct,-but  to  be  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  ^  the  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence" of  the  States,  and  "  the  original  footing" 
upon  whioh  they  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Yet  this  ordinance  had  been  dewatohed 
hy  the  honorable  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  as 
an  ttsur{)ation.  But  k  was  an  Usurpation  in  favor 
of  the  rights  of  mankind,  with  the  eonsent  of  all 

Srties  coneemad;  and  Mr.  O.  cared  not  at  this 
y  whether -Congress,  under  the  old  Confedera- 
tkm,  had  power  to  acquire  territory  or  not  Vir- 
ginia, who  granted,  could  not  have  dispoted  the 


titk^  and  any  court  of  cha&eerr  would  faave  de- 
cided that  the  grantees  took  ana  hM  an  estate  in 
trust  for  the  whole  American  people.  If  they  4ioald 
not  have  held  it,  there  was  no  due  elsewhere  to  be 
founds  But  the  recognition  of  this  ordinance  does 
not  rest  here.  He  would  demonstrate  that  it  had 
been  wrought  into  the  entire  system  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws,  and  interwoven  with  the  voy 
warp  and  wooLso  as  to  have  become  a  part  of  the 
fobnc.  One  or  the  first  acts  of  the  First  Congreas, 
under  the  new  Constimtion,  was  framed  to  infnae 
new  vigor  into  tliis  ordinance,  awl  to  give  it  foil 
e£kat,  under  the  new  order  of  thinss. 

In  Decemb(»r,  1789,  North  Carouaa  cedes  to  ^ 
United  States  that  portion  of  her  territncy,  ainee 
constituted  into  the  State  of  Tennessee;  and  ex- 
pressly refers  to^  and  establishes,  so  for  as  b^r  con- 
sent could  do  it,  this  same  ordinance,  excepting, 
however,  the  slave  article,  (thus  implying  that, 
without  the  exception,  she  would  be  boond  by  it,) 
and  this  cession  is  acoiepled  by  Con^^ress  soon&mr 
the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitutian.  in  Aprd, 
1798,  an  act  of  Congcess  for  the  amicable  setde- 
ment  of  the  lunils  of  Cteorna  makes  this  oidiaanee, 
with  the  same  exoeptionyUie  basis  of  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  people  of  the  Teriitory.  In 
Mav,  1600^  the  very  first  section  of  the  act  roatiTe 
to  the  temtory  oeded  by  Georgia,  sets  up  and  ex- 
tends this  ordinance  to  that  country,  by  express 
reference;  agai^  in  ApriL  18Q2,  tbe  articles  of 
agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  G^eoigia.  for  the  eessien  of  the  Yazoo 
lands,  reoognue  tne  authority  of  the  same  ordi- 
iiMsee,and  stipulate  for  the  future  ittmiwrion  of 
the  oeded  territory  ^  into  the  Union,"  on  the  sauM 
conditions  and  restrictions,  and  with  the  suae  ^iv- 
ilegoB,  and  in  the  same  manner,  ^^  as  is  provided  by 
that  ordinance.'^ 

Such  being  the  state  of  foots  connected  with 
this  ordinance,  at  the  time  of  making  the  Lootsi- 
ana  treaty,  it  is  altogether  inconceivmole  that  the 
American  Mhusfesrs,  in  constnustinj^  «i  aitiole 
which  looked  to  the  future  iaco^Kuntian  of  Saaates 
finm  a  tarrilpry  which  was  to  be  transfoied  to  the 
United  States,  should  lose  sight  eitlMr  <Mf  an  ordi- 
nance, or  of  the  practioe  under  it,  which  contained 
the  fundaasental  principles  that  had  bean  recognised 
and  adopted  in  everv  former  instance  of  the  adoiia- 
sionof  a '^tenritortai"8tata  It  is  equally  impoa- 
siUe  that  the  fiamers  of  idte  treatv  should  have  in- 
tended to  tie  up  the  hands  of  Congress  frcmi  the 
newer  of  'Mncorpomling  the  inhabitants  into  the 
Union,"  in  the  same  mode  that  the  inhabitants  of 
other  territorial  possessions,  or  any  of  them,  had 
been  so  incoeporated.  Hence,  it  irresistibiv  foHows, 
that  Congress,  by  ineorpomting  the  paopie  of  Mis- 
eouri  into  the  Union,  upon  the  saaaa  prinaiples  and 
with  similar  restrictions  to  those  which  at  the  time 
of  that  treaty  hsai  been  actually  monlded  into  the 
constitutian  of  Ohio,  and  which  were  pramnigaaed 
and  established  %ii  fundamentals  for  the  &tve 
States  to  he  Greeted  in  the  NorthweMem  Territory, 
vrould  execute  the  laeaty  not  only  in  the  spirit,  but 
to  the  very  lettCT.  But  they  were  not  only  Co  be 
iuoorporaticd  in  the  Union ;  they  were  to  be  admit- 
ted, according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Catt- 
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•titutioo,  to  the  eDJoymcnt  of  all  the  rights,  immo- 
nitiesi  and  adTBotages,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.    What,  then  is  a  just  description  of  rights, 
immunitiei,  and  advantages,  deriyable  from  the 
CoBBtitiitioD  of  the  United  States ;  for  it  is  these 
alone  which  fell  within  the  scope  of  the  authority 
of  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  on  vour  behalf? 
They  were  not  intrusted  to  bargain  for  any  rights 
or  immunities  which  the  people  acquire  from  a 
State  or  a  State  from  the  people.    He  denied,  un- 
equivocally, that  what  was  called  the  right  of  self- 
government  in  the  people,  or  the  faculty  of  making 
a  State  constitution,  proceeded  from  the  principles 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.    On  the  contrary,  it 
was  an  original  right  in  the  people  of  the  several 
old  United  States,  vested  in  them  by  the  laws  of 
nature  and  nations,  when  sovereignty  was  cast 
upon  them,  and  they  were  compdl^  to  form  these 
governments  for  themselves.    This  right  in  those 
old  inhabitants  was  paramount  to  the  formation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  had  been  exercised 
before  it  breathed  the  breath  of  life.    It  was  physi- 
cally impossible  to  palace  the  peojde  of  the  subse- 
qoentlv  acquired  territory,  and  the  States  hereafter 
to  be  tormed,  in  the  same  precise  relation  to  the 
Union,  that  exists  between  the  Union  and  the  d^ 
izeas  of  the  old  States.    In  the  latter  connexion, 
all  that  is  not  granted  to  the  Unioi^  is  reserved  to 
the  Stales.    In  the  former,  all  that  is  not  granted 
to  (he  new  State. is  reserved  to  the  Union.    In  one 
ciue,  the  States  are  the  sources  of  power,  and  the 
Constitution  is  the  reservoir ;  in  the  other,  tne  people 
of  the  United  States  are  the  fountain,  whence  must 
isaae  the  streams  destined  to  fiertilize  and  irrigate 
the  ceded  territorieB,aad  Congress,  as  their  agents, 
may  adad  ought  to  prescribe  Ste  course  and  direc- 
tion, and  eteot  the  mounds  and  the  dykes  which  a 
Regard  to  the  common  welfare  may  demand.    In 
a  word,  he  insisted,  in  refereqee  to  the  two  cases, 
that  in  one  the  States  were  the  grantors,  and  the 
Constitution  the  grantee,  and  that  in  the  other,  the 
gcaator  is  the  Constitution,  and  the  srantees  the 
territorial  States.    The  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion had  no  bearing  on  one  cUus  of  these  relations. 
Principles  are  pootuUtcs  which  constitute  the  es- 
sence of  the  subject  to  which  they  relate,  which 
make  it  what  it  is.    But  there  are  no  prmciples 
touching  the  municipal  relations  between  States 
and  citizens  in  the  federal  compaot,  except  that  a 
rqmUican  govemmenl  shall  be  guarantied.    For 
the  rest,  the  treaty  stipulations  determine  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  when  incorporated,  shall 
be  eligible  to  be  Presidents.  Vice  Presidents,  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  capable  of  sustaining  all  of- 
fices under  the  ConstitutiDa,  civil  and  military, 
and  entitied  to  their  fair  and  ph>portionate  share 
of  all  the  great  contraetB  and^  little  Contracts,  and 
to  all  sorts  of  privileges  and  advantages  enjoyed 
bjr  any  other  citizen  of  the  Union  in  that  capacity. 
But  it  does  not  secure  to  them  that  they  snail  be 
admitted  without  the  slave  inhibition,  as  was  Ten- 
nessee; nor  absolutely  subject  to  it  as  were  the 
Northwestern  territorial  States :  but  that  either 
one  or  the  other  of  those  modes  of  admission  should 
be  adopted  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  exeioised 
under  a  futare  view  of  ail  eiroumstances. 


This  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes ;  and  it  is  an 
unreasonable  complaint  from  the  lips  of  those  who 
have  been  the  subjects  of  a  despotic  government^ 
that  th^  are  degraded  by  being  plated  on  a  leVd 
with  the  vigorous  and  flourishmg  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  whose  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives would  be  close  upon  his  heels,  and  wjth 
great  reason,  should  he  contend  that  they  were 
not  sovereign  States,  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
original  associates.  He  was  not  disposed  to  ex- 
patiate upon  the  import  of  other  words  used  in  the 
treaty,  ne  admitted  that  slaves,  considering  how 
valuable  a  portion  they  constituted  in  a  part  of 
Louisiana  at  the  enoch  of  the  treaty,  ought  to  be 
comprehended  in  toe  term  '^property,"  and  pro- 
teoteid  as  such :  a  just  confidence  was  entertained^ 
no  doubt,  that  they  should  be  preserved  and  pn>- 
tected,  and  that  slavery  would  be  permitted  in  that 
part  of  the  territory  wnere  that  unha])py  condrtioa 
of  society  existed ;  and  that,  where  it  did  not,  a 
sound  discretion  would  be  exercised  by  Congms. 
On  this  ground  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  not  in- 
hibited from  holding  slaves;  and  on  .this  same 
ground  the  amendment  does  not  affect  daves  al- 
ready in  Missouri.  All  abstract  discussions,  there- 
fore, on  the  philological  meaning  of  the  term 
'*  property,"  were,  .in  his  humble  opinion,  super- 
fluous, on  this  occasion. 

Having  shofwn,  as  bethought,  conclusively,  that 
no  impediment  could  be  found  in  the  treaty  of 
cession  to  the  annexation  of  the  proposed  condi- 
tion to  the  charter  requested  by  Missouri,  Mr.  O. 
was  prepared  to  investigate  tne  Objections  sug- 
gested as  arising  from  the  Constitution.  As  his 
entire  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  enress  power, 
and  he  felt  not  the  least  necessity  of  resorting  $o 
any  constractive  or  implied  authority,  he  should 
advert  to  certain  clauses  of  the  ConstiUition,  citad 
on  both  sides,  in  which  no  express  power  was  ap- 
parent, merely  for  the  purpose  of  laying  Uiem  out 
of  his  course.  The  first  of  these  was  the  artiob 
respecting  the  mimtion  or  importation  of  slaTca 
The  opponents  of  the  amendment  were  weloome 
to  that  article  and  to  any  construction  which  they 
had  seen  fit  to  attach  to  it«  He  had  no  divpoaitton 
to  impair  the  force  of  the  arguments  of  his  friends, 
deduced  from  that  article.  They  might  be  satis- 
factory and  conclusive  in  their  estimatioB,  but  he 
had  always  believed  that  the  scope  of  that  article 
embraced  the  mischief  (and  that  cmly)  of  bfinc^iog 
slaves  into  the  United  States  from  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  that  importation  had  allusion  to  the  briog- 
ing  in  by  water,  and  migration  to  the  introduction 
by  land ;  but  that  it  never  was  contemplaled  to 
prevent  a  proprietor  of  slaves  from  taking  them 
from  one  of  the  old  States  into  another. 

In  support  of  this  construction,  Mr.  G.  recurred 
to  the  loumal  of  the  Federal  Convention,  and 
traced  tlus  article  from  the  original  report  through 
the  various  amendments,  and  to  its  final  adoption 
in  its  present  form.  As,  he  said,  he  gathered  no 
assistance  from  that  article,  so  he  found  no  ob- 
stacle in  another,  which  had  been  cited  by  the 
honorable  gentlemaa  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macom.)  He  meant  that  which  provided  mr  the 
apportionment  of  c^esentatives  and  taxeq,  by  the 
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OoDstitutioDal  ratio,  on  States  '<  hereafter"  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  well  understood  that  Kentucky  and 
die  western  division  of  North  Carolina  womd,  at 
some  future  day,  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and 
probably  other  States  in  which  slayery  was  al- 
ready existing.  They  merely  intended,  in  that 
event,  that  the  same  ratio  should  be  applied ;  and 
against  this  claim  nobody  contends.  If  Missouri 
is  permitted  to  tolerate  slavery,  no  doubt  her  po- 
litioai  wek^ht  will  be  augmented  by  the  whole 
number  of  slaves.  If  any  inference  arises  from 
this  consideration,  it  certainly  is  not  in  favor  of 
allowing  that  right.  This  article  in  the  Consti- 
tution, therefore,  proves  nothing  to  the  point  in 
controversy.  Mr.  O.  said  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  on  which  he  placed  his  sole  depend- 
ence, and  considered  clear  and  all-sufficient  to  sup- 
port the  claim  of  right  to  annex  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  a  State,  was  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  which  conveys"  the  power  of  admit- 
ting new  States  and  of  disposing  of  and  regula- 
ting the  Territories.  Let  us  occupy  a  moment  in 
fixing  the  definition  here  intended  of  the  term 
State.  It  is  a  word  of  various  signification.  Bvery 
independent  community  is  a  State.  Turkey  is  a 
State,  so  is  Russia,  and  the.  various  European 
Governments,  and  so  are  the  States  of  Barbary. 
The  States'  Qeneral  of  the  United  Provinces  used 
to  designate  the  individuals  who  represented  them, 
and  the  term  foreign  States  is  used  in  our  Con- 
stitution as  a  collective  name  and  description  for 
all  foreign  nations.  But  none  of  these  denomina- 
tions of  States  can  be  intended  by  the  phrase  in 
the  Constitution,  '*  New  States  may  be  admitted 
into  this  Union."  We  all  agree  that  these  words 
must  refer  exclusively  to  Republican  States.  Now, 
the  condition  of  the  United  States  and  its  territory 
at  the  time  of  forming  the  Constitution,  was  this — 
some  of  the  existing  States  might  not  at  first  ac- 
cede to  it.  New  States  (as  happened  with  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee)  might,  and  it  was  expected 
'would,  be  formed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  old 
Slates.  Other  new  States,  it  was  distinctly  un- 
derstood, would  be  formed  within  the  Northwest-^ 
em  Territory.  The  provision  for  the  admission  of 
new  States  was,  then,  beyond  all  controversy,  in- 
tended to  apply  to  all  these  descriptions  of  States. 
Of  consequence,  it  comprehended  the  States  whose 
erection  and  establishment  was  provided  for  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  But  to  these,  the  inhibition  of 
slavery  was  attached,  as  well  as  other  conditions ; 
and  thus  it  follows,  to  perfect  demonstration,  that 
the  term  **new  States."  in  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, imported  all  such  States  as  were  then 
ready,  or  as  were  expected  to  be  ready,  to  join  the 
Union ;  which  is  all  that  is  required  to  be  proved. 
In  short,  this  article  was  intended  to  provide  for 
the  Admission  of  the  Northwestern  Territorial 
States,  as  well  as  others,  or  it  was  not.  If  it  did 
look  to  them,  it  looked  to  States  to  which  condi- 
tions were  annexed,  and  the  exclusion  of  servitude 
among  them.  If  it  did  not  regard  them,  there  is 
no  other  article,  in  virtue  of  which,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  or  indeed  any  Territorial  State,  could 
be  admitted ;  aad  they  ought  not  to  be  considered 


as  members  of  this  Union.  In  vhort,  he  pat  it  to 
the  Senate  with  the  utmost  confidence,  that  no 
man  could  read  the  ordinance  so  often  cited,  and 
think  of  the  advances  then  already  made  by  the 
people  of  Ohio  in  population,  and  their  preparation 
to  become  a  State,  and  deny  that  the  firamers  of 
the  Constitution  had  them  in  their  view,  and 
prominently  so,  in  framing  that  article.  And  if 
that  were  true,  it  of  itself  made  an  end  of  all  ques- 
tion as  to  the  Constitutional  power.  If  that  one 
fact  were  granted,  it  was  enough  for  him.  For 
that  fact  abne,  by  showing  that  the  States  men- 
tioned ih  the  ordinance  were  among  those  men- 
tioned in  the  article,  is  entirely  conclusive  to  show 
that  a  species  of  new  States  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  upon  which  conditions  should 
have  been  imposed  by  Congress. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Otis,  the  fair  and  undeniaUe 
conclusions  resulting  from  this  article,  do  not  rest 
here.  By  the  same  article.  Congress  have  povrer 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needral  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  and  other  prc^rty 
of  the  United  States.  Much  stress  had  been  laid, 
and  with  great  propriety,  upon  the  latter  branch 
of  this  power — ^that  ^  of  making  the  needful  rules," 
dbc.,  but  none  that  he  had  yet  seen  or  heard  upon 
the  first  words  "to  dispose  of^"  &e.  It  was  taken 
for  gmnted  th^t  these  words  imparted  to  Congress 
merely  the  faculty  of  selling  the  territorial  lands. 
But  he  claimed  for  them  a  much  greater  latitude. 
The  verb  ''to  dispose,"  signified  not  merely  to  sell, 
but  to  "adapt,"  "to  form  for  any  purpose,"  "to 
apply  to  any  purpose,"  "  to  place  in  an  y  condition," 
dtc.  These  are  definitions  not  merely  to  be  found 
in  a  dictionary,  but  such  as  had,  by  le^lative 
construction,  been  applied  to  this  «rery  subject.  In 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  enaUing  the  people  of 
Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution,  is  provided^  among 
other  things,  that  all  that  part  of  the  territory  not 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  shall 
be  attached  to  Indiana,  subject  to  be  hereafter 
"  disposed  of  by  Congress,  according  to  the  right 
reserved  in  the  5th  article  of  the  ordinance.  Upon 
adverting  to  this  article,  it  will  be  found  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  of  forming  States,  and  of  ad- 
mitting them  into  the  Union,  and  not  at  all  to  the 
sale  or  alienation  of  the  lands.  Of  consequence, 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  expressly  delegated  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  is  to  be  execnted  aftowards,  m  the 
same  mode  that  it  had  before  been  exercised, 
under  the  Confederation.  That  is  to  say,  by 
forming  it  into  States  agreeably  to  its  pleasure 
and  discretion,  and  with  such  conditions  as  (with- 
out infringing  upon  a  republican  form)  its  views 
of  policy  mi^t  dictate  and  require.  Here,  iJien, 
said  Mr.  O.,  is  foimd  an  express  and  indabitahle 
power,  couched  in  language  free  from  ambiguity, 
to  admit  new  States,  and  to  bind  them  by  com- 
inct  to  the  observance  of  just  and  moral  condi- 
tions. In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  limitations 
have  uniformly  accompanied  the  grant  of  the 
power  to  frame  State  constitutions.  The  very 
assignment  of  boundaries  is  Jn  the  natnre  of  a  con- 
dition ;  so  are  restraints  upon  the  right  of  taxation ; 
the  language  of  judicial  proceedings;  the  security 
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of  trial  by  jory ,  and  of  habm$  eorpua:  all  of  which 
are  sabjects  of  mmiicipal  jurisdictioa  in  the  old 
States ;  of  the  narication  of  rirers ;  the  resenrations 
of  mines,  and  of  the  soil  itself.  If  Congress  pos- 
sessed no  discretion  in  these  particulars,  the  entire 
territory  ai  Louisiana,  aocoraing  to  the  letter  of 
the  treaty,  should  hare  belonged  to  those  who 
were  inhabitants  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and 
been  admitted,  as  one  State,  into  the  Union ;  for 
the  requirinj^  the  inhabitants  of  one  part  to  con- 
fine their  jurisdiction  to  a  limited  tract,  was 
eqmralent  to  imposing  a  condition  that  they  should 
renounce  the  residue;  for  which,  it  might  be  said, 
dw  treaty  afforded  no  justification. 

Without  this  power  of  annexing  conditions,  the 
United  States,  he  said,  would  be  a  strange  anom- 
aly in  the  society  of  natioas—compeUed  to  admit 
to  their  bosom,  and  to  a  participation  of  their  fun- 
damental powers  and  priTileges,  without  terms  or 
restrictions,  any  people  in  whaterer  part  of  the 
world,  which  tne  Executive  Government  should 
acquire  by  treaty,  howerer  alien  their  laws  and 
usages  mi^t  be  from  those  of  our  own  nation. 
For  it  is  msisted  that  a  colonial  policy  is  abhor- 
rent, from  the  genius  of  our  Constitution^  and  that 
States  must  be  formed  as  soon  as  possible  in  aH 
our  possessions.    He  believed  no  nation  on  earth 
bat  ouraelres'  were  ever  placed  in  such  a  predica- 
ment nor  did  he  perceive  how  a  sovereign  State 
eaoM  ever  form  a  union  with  a  foreijni  sovereign 
OT  people  without  such  a  power.    On  the  same 
fbandation,  alone,  could  Scotland  be  held  to  the 
restrictions  imposed  hy  the  articles  of  union  with 
Sngland.     Cases,  and  those  by  no  means  extreme, 
might  be  inuiffined,  in  which  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power  wouki  be  indispensable  to  the  safety  and 
policy  of  the  principal  State.    It  is  not  long,  for 
example,  since   the  feudal  system    nrevail«l  in 
Krance ;  and  the  Inquisition,  though  with  fea- 
tures somewhat  relenting,  still  holds  its  iron  sway 
in  Sptain.    Louisiana  has  belonged  to  these  na- 
tions in  succession*    He  knew  not  whether  feudal 
tenures  had  been  ever  introduced  into  that  coun- 
try ;  but  there  was  nothing  extravagant  in  the  sup- 
position thai  th^,  or  at  least  some  of  the  badges 
of  feudality,  micnt  have  beeii  there  tolerated.    If 
such  had  been  ue  circumstances,  should  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  held  to  admit  new  States  in  that 
tenritory,  without  stipulating  for  the  abolition  of 
these  tenures?    Must  we  have  subjected  our  ctti- 
zem  migrating  thither  to  all  the  oppressions  of 
villanage,,  of  aids  and  services,  and  the  detestable 
bondase  of  the'  feudal  vassals?   Or,  if  a  branch 
of  the  inquisition  had  been  established  there^  could 
we  not  have  interposed  to  put  down  that  pillar  of 
an  established  rai^on?    Or,  if  the  torture  had 
been  practised  as  it  was  under  the  civil  law  in 
France  and  Spain,  could  no  controlling  power  be 
retained  by  an]^  compact  or  agreement  to  extirpate 
that  abomination  ? 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  suppose  another  case,  not 
likely  to  happen,  but  yet,  as  he  trusted,  not  out- 
ragrously  improbable.  There  were,  as  was  well 
known,  in  many  parts  of  this  country,  societies  of 
persons  called  Shaken^  of  {pood  moral  characters, 
and  exemplary  habits  of  mdostry,  whose  funda- 


mental doctrines  were  fimnded  on  the  duty  of 
celibacy.  They  are  also  a  rich  people,  ana,  in 
some  of  the  States,  experience  interruptions  in 
their  endeavors  to  augment  their  numoos,  and 
inconveniences  from  laws  which  press  upon  then 
consciences,  eroeciallv  in  military  concerns.  loe 
agine,  sir,  saia  he,  ail  these  sects  combined  and 
determined  to  make  a  pilgrimage,  and  become 
sojouraeis  in  this  new  country  of  nromise.  Fig- 
ure to  yomself  four  or  five  thousand  adults  of  boUi 
sexes,  vrith  their  children,  in  sepante  and  dimal 
processions,  marching  beyond  the  Mississippi  until 
they  should  find  a  spot  suited  to  their  occasions; 
then  halting,  and  sendinff  you  a  missionary,  widi 
the  intelligence  of  their  dema$id  to  be  admitted  as 
a  State.  Are  vou  bound  to  admit  them  without 
a  stipulation  tnat  they  shall  make  no  laws  pio- 
hibitmff  marriage,  at  the  moment  you  know  this 
to  be  Uie  main  design  of  their  emigration,  and 
thus  secure  to  a  sect  of  those  peculiar  and  anti- 
social tenets  a  monopoly  of  the  entire  State*  and 
a  power  of  virtually  excluding  from  its  jurisdie* 
tion  the  great  mass  of  yoar  citizens?  There  is 
no  end  to  the  instances  which  might  be  multi- 
plied, wherein  yoar  interference  would  be  indis- 
pensable for  the  protection  of  your  citizens  and  the 
prevention  of  contagious  customs  and  institutions 
adverse  to  the  policy  and  nature  of  our  Qovem- 
ment.  The  consequences  of  the  doctrine  main- 
tained on  the  other  side  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  Territorial  inhabitants;  it  would  create  a  re- 
luctance to  admit  them  at  all  into  the  Union. 
Besides,  if  compacts  of  this  description  would  not 
be  obligatory  hereafto,  those  already  framed  are 
void,  and  being-  void  in  part,  are  wholly  nulL 
Hence  would  arise  uproar  and  confusion  wild: 
all  things  done  under  the  ordinance,  and  the  laws 
which  recognise  it,  are  liable  to  be  abrogated. 
The  great  and  floarishinff  State  of  Ohio,  and  her 
contiguous  neighbors,  and  all  that  is  fixed  to  their 
«oil,  mould  of  ri^t  revert  to  the  Union,  and  the 
grants  of  Oeorgia  and  North  Carolina  are  ^peo 
fado  rescinded;  for  the  subject-matter  being  not 
within  the  powers  of  the  Constituticm>  all  con- 
tracts respecting  it,  or  growing  out  of  it,  must  be 
void. 

Hoe,  then,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  miaht  safely  rest  the 
question.  Language  could  not  furnish  a  power 
more  clear  and  express  than  the  Constitutional 
artide  to  admit  new  States ;  and,  having  these 
express  words  for  his  basis,  he  would  again  re- 
quest nothing  better  than  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland ;  not  his  speech  of  yesterday, 
but  the  model  of  forensic  argument  and  eloquence 
which  he  had  exhibited  in  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  to  show  that  the  faculty  of  im- 
posing conditions  vras  among  the  necessary  deriv- 
ative powers,  even  if  the  meaning  of  the  word 
staU$  was  not  as  explicit  as  he  had  shown  it  to  be. 

In  the  view  which  he  had  thus  presented  of  the 
subject.  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  endeavored  to  estab^ 
lish  principles,  which,  if  sound^ -contained  a  sub- 
stantial refutation  of  the  most  important  dogmas 
advanced  by  the  honorable  aentleman  from  Mary- 
land, thougn  not  in  the  order  in  which  they  had 
been  arranged  by  him.    He  would,  therefore,  pass 
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mpjdbr  orer  a  review  of  some  of  his  objeetioiis, 
tbougn  his  wnwefi  m^bt  seem  like  lepetitions  in 
moUier  fonn,  of  a  pcirtioB  of  his  preirioiis  remarin ; 
sad  if^  among  the  specimens  of  brilliant  ores  and 
fOBB  that  irere  scattered  throogh  the  honorable 
^aKleman's  colleetiony  he  shoold  occasionally  %sA 
some  whose  gemiineness  he  doubted,  he  woold 
lake  leave  to  point  them  out,  thooffh  his  nnskilAil 
finder  might  disturb  the  beauty  of  the  whole  ar- 
nutaement.  The  honorable  member  had  dwelt 
with  great  pathos  inpon  the  enormous  character  of 
the  power  claimed  for  Conness  under  the  Consti* 
tutittBf  and  its  consequent  fiability  to  abuse.  But 
die  power  of  fall  sorcreignty  is  in  its  nature  enor- 
mdiuL  If  the  United  States  are  capable  of  taking 
and  holding  a  grant  in  futt  sovereignty,  there  is  no 
saearity  against  their  abuse  of  powers,  except  what 
adses  nom  the  character  of  ttie  people  and  their 
laalitatiaDa.  Here,  however,  limitaiions  are  pro- 
vided by  the  treaty.  Thfere  can  be  no  abuse  of 
pNOwer  where  the  inhabitants  are  entitled  to  all  the 
rifditi  of  citizens  of  die  United  Elates. 

It  has  beea  also  ccmtended,  that,  as  Coasress 
lua  not  the  Gonstitational  power  to  establtu,  so 
neither  is  it  competent  to  abolish  slavery.  To  this 
he  answered,  that  the  attempt  was  neither  to  do 
the  one  or  the  other ;  but  to  prevent  its  introduc- 
tkm,  by  a  fair  compact,  into  a  new  region,  where 
it  had  not  bee&  established  by  law.  He  disavowed 
antirely  die  ri^  of  Coikgress  to  interpose  its  an- 
dKMdty  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  old  States,  and 
protested  agamat  the  wish  or  design  to  promote  a 
nneral  emancipation  of  their  slaves,  nothing 
doubtittg  but  that  such  a  measure  would  be  preg>- 
nant  wuh  evil  to  master  and  man.  A  more  im- 
portant principle  asserted  bv  the  honoiable  gentle- 
man,  he  said,  was  this :  That  when  Missouri  be- 
eomges  a  State,  idie  Would  acquire,  ^ss  fauta^  die 
right  to  abroj^ate  our  restrictions  as  an  incident  lo 
State  sovereignty.  This  assertion  is,  in  fhet,  beg- 
ging the  qnesUon.  If;  by  the  Constitution,  condi- 
tions may  be  iii^)08ed  as  precedent  to  her  becom- 
ing a  State,. they  cannot  be  rescinded  by  Missouri 
la  her  capacity  of  State.  There  is  the  widest 
pMsihle  distinction  between  legislating  upon  the 
mtemai  concerns  of  a  State,  after  she  assumes  that 
ehaiaflter,  and  framing  a  compact  by  a  legislative 
aot  previously  to  that  event,  which  is  to  constitute, 
pro^iectively,  the  fundamentals  of  their  future 
GoBBtitntion.  In  order  to  effect  the  latter  object, 
it  is  necessary  only  to  setde  the  quesdon,  ^^lether 
the  inhabitants  or  a  territory  have  a  capacity  to 
contract?  If  they  are  desUtute  of  this  power, 
there  is  no  safety  m  dealing  with  them,  no  seci»- 
lity  ifx  any  of  your  reservations,  for  your  exemp- 
tioa  from  taxation  on  your  own  lands,  for  securing 
the  trial  byMury,  or  habeas  corpus,  or  any  other 
privilege.  If  they,  on  the  contrary,  are  capable  of 
making  a  compact,  how' can  th^  become  entided 
to  commit  a  fraud  by  breaking  it,  in  consequence 
of  changing  the  form  of  their  community  1  If 
they  can  bmd  the  United  States  they  can  bind 
themselves.  If  they  can  claim  charter  rightsL  they 
must  be  held  to  the  performance  of  charter  onliga- 
tions  and  conditions.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  have  framed  a  Ckmstitution ;  but  their  debtt, 


contracts,  and  obUgaticms,  anteoedendy  incorred, 
have  not  been,  and  can  never  be^  with-  justice  or 
honor,  renounced.  It  would  be  a  most  unhappy 
exposition  of  State  rights  that  should  render  the 
oroosite  theory  convincing  to  the  nation :  ili  mo- 
ral would  b^  that  no  good  faith  could  be  expected 
firom  a  territorial  population,  and  its  corollary, 
that  no  bargain  should  be  made  with  dMm. 

It  has  alro  been  strenuously  ureed,  that  you  can- 
not exact  from  one  State  considctations  for  ho 
admission  which  you  dispense  with  in  others,  and 
that  Missouri,  redaced  to  a  pigmy,  a  Aadow,  with 
amputated  limbs  and  restrif^ed  faculties,  would 
not  be  a  State  within  the  ineaning  of  the  Coasd* 
tution.  But,  he  repUed,  there  is  not  an  exaction 
of  any  consideration  whatever  in  the  propowd  in- 
stance. A  coBsideratioa  is  doing  or  ibvbeauring 
what  the  party  granting  it  may  lawfully  do  or  for- 
bear. Bat  Missouri  neither  doe&  or  remuas  finm 
doing,  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Unioii» 
She  requtres  a  boon ;  it  is  oflfered  on  eonditioBS 
demandjad  by  your  views  of  right  and  po^ey. 
She  may  accept  or  not  Whether  she  would  be 
a  State  on  an  equal  fbolinB',  he  must  again  leave 
to  the  honombk  membcts  mm  Ohio,  Indiaiia,  and 
Illinois.  Let  them  decide  whether  they  oonoeive 
themselves  to  be  members  of  degraded  States, 
shorn  of  the  rights  of  freedom  and  indmndenoe. 
He  should  not  like  ta  &ce  the  storm  that  would 

Stherover  him  who  should  undertake  to  prove 
is  to  their  faces. 

Again,  it  is  insisted,  that  you  caanot  make  a 
grant  and  annex  to  it  conditions  repngaaot  to  its 
nature,  which  mast  defeat  its  opentions.  Here,  be 
declared  once  more,  with  all  due  respect,  vras  an- 
other petitio  principii.  The  condition  was  prec^^ 
dent  in  its  nature,  independent  of  the  flkiiat,  bind- 
ing before  it  goes  into  operation.  It  takes  '^''^^"g 
from  the  State,  but  imposes  a  disquaMcatioa  upon 
the  people  of  the  territory  before  they  become  a 
Stated  which  binds  them  in  good  faith  froai  doiog 
afterwards  an  act  afiecting  injuriously  the  interests 
of  those  from  whom  the  grant  of  State  power  is 
derived.  To  illustrate  the  principle  by  an  exam- 
ple from  common  life :  If  a  man,  navii^^  an  estate 
and  children,  should  proniise  his  nephinr  to  make 
him  equal  to  his  chifaven,  by  giving  mm,  at  a  cer- 
tain period,  a  share  in  the  estate,  and^  i^xm  his 
claiming  the  perfonnanoe  of  his  promise,  the  donor 
should  require  from  hunr  a  stmulatidn  that  he 
should  bring  no  dog|s  upon  the  mrm,  there  being 
already  more  kept  in  the  finnily  than  was  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  or  convenience  of  the  actual 
occupants,  there  would  seem  to  be,  ia  such  a  re- 
quest, nothing  unreasonable,  and  in  the  agreement 
nothing  repugnant  to  the  equitable  performance  c^ 
the  promise.  No  ridiculous,  or  invidious,  or  dc^ 
grading  allusion,  however,  was  intended  by  the 
comparison  of  the  cases. 

Great  stress,  he  observed,  had  been  placed,  not 
only  by  the  honomble  ^|;endeman  from  Maryland, 
but  by  the  honorablev gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina also,  apon  the  presumed  analosy  between  the 
'oontrovnrsy  of  Great  Britain  and  &e  colonies  and 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Missouri,  if 
the  amandment  should  prevaiL    But  he  denied 
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that  the  reroit  of  the  American  colonies  origin- 
ated in  tiieir  unwillingness  to  confonn  to  the  terms 
of  their  eharten.  Tl^  reverse  of  this  is  the  truth. 
It  was  the  yiolation  of  diartered  rights  by  the  mo- 
ther oomitry  which  forced  the  eolonies  to  resort  to 
mnt*  But  he  did  not  beiieYe  the  ffood  people  of 
Missouri  would  hare  recoarse  to  such  an  extremity, 
in  pofsoit  of  a  right  which  they  should  have  re- 
linquiihed*  Th^  would  find  no  supporters  or  al- 
lies in  a  cause  odious  and  unjust. 

We  are  admonished,  sir,  said  he,  of  the  distance 
of  the  proposed  new  8late.  With  distance  it  is 
doinuntlyrepeated,  even  despotism  must  truck  and 
kickster.  Eat  the  very  distance  furnishes  a  suffi* 
dent  reason  for  peopling  the  country  with  inhabt- 
Umts  whose  strength  and  resources  will  not  be 
impaired  by  a  slave  population.  We  are  also  ajns- 
trophized  to  know  why  we  object  to  the  difiiision 
of  sJavery  1  Whether  it  is  not  to  force  aianuous- 
non  1  And  it  is  added  that  we  cannot  get  rid  of 
thoae  who  are  emancipated ;  but,  by  opening  the 
door,  the  maater  and  slave  will  migrate  logmcr, 
ind  the  condition  of  both  will  be  meiiorated — 
while,  in  the  other  event,  the  master  wiU  so  and 
the  slave  stay,  and  the  state  of  all  those  who  are 
left  behind  will  be  still  more  unfortunate.  All  the 
arguments,  he  said,  which  had  been  pressed  upon 
these  nomts  proceeded  upon  the  admission  that  .a 
redondant  slave  population  was  an  e^il,  and  an 
evil  too  whose  tendency  was  to  increase.  He  cer- 
tainly was  not  now  prepared  to  go  into  a  consid- 
eration of  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  evil  in  the 
old  States,  or  of  any  jpresent  or  future  remedy.  It 
was,  however,  a  subject  of  most  serious  reflection, 
from  which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
could  not  always  escape.  It  was  a  common  con- 
cern, and  he  doubted  apt  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
nation  would,  ijn  sufficient  season,  find  some  ade- 
quate means  of  relief  for  the  threatened  calamity, 
and  to  this  end,  and  in  reasonable  measure,  supply 
the  needful  funds.  But,  it  was  enough  for  his 
present  purpose^  that  opening  the  door  would  ag- 
gravate the  evil,  and  spread  it  far  and  wide.  If  it 
were  now  an  acknowledged  evil  in  the  old  States, 
it  must  speedily  become  so  in  the  new  ones.  Con- 
gress is  tne  guardian  of  the  rights,  not  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  only^  but  of  posterity ;  and,  how- 
ever remote  might  be  the  period,  the  time  must 
hajipen  when  the  inconveniences  of  a  slave  popu- 
lation, whatever  is  their  nature,  would,  if  the 
amendment  vrere  refuted,  be  amplified  to  an  ex- 
tent that  woi^d  be  aosolutely  remediless. 

In  considering  the  expediency  of  the  proposed 
measure,  Mr.  Otis  observed  that  he  should  confine 
himself  within  very  limited  bounds.  It  involved 
a  prodigious  variety  of  topics,  on  which  he  could 
not  touch  without  being  misunderstood.  Besides, 
all  the  principal  views  of  which  the  question  was 
susceptible  had  been  exhibited  in  various  publica- 
tions. He  would  not  attempt  to  describe  the  effects 
of  sUTery  upon  the  state  of  society  in  which  it 
existed.  He  would  leave  that  exclusively  to  the 
judgment  and  opinions  of  the  individuals  compos- 
ing that  society.  With  respect  to  those  persons, 
aa  individuals,  he  was  read^  to  admit  that  he  be- 
lieved theo^  to  be  aa  wise,  aagpod,  aajnat^  and  as 


generous  aa  those  of  any  other  section  of  the-eoon* 
tiy.  Among  than  he  should  be  at  no  loss  to  choose 
his  friends  or  his  executors.  Every  man  felt,  or 
ought  to  feel,  a  predilection  for  his  dear  and  native 
home.  He  fdt  it  in  its  full  force  without  any 
illiberal  prejudice  towards  other  States  or  thea 
citizens.  It  was  also  a  great  error  to  impute  to 
the  North  an  antipathy  and  cold  feeling  of  security 
respeetinff  the  situation  of  the  South  in  the  pai^ 
ticular  of  their  slave  population.  Whatever  dlffl- 
culty,  embarrassment,  or  danger  could  be  foreseen, 
connected  with  that  object,  must  affect  the  entire 
Union;  and  called  loudlv  upon  their  combined 
itttalligenoe  and  fraternal  Melinffs  to  adopt  the  pre- 
ventives  as  it  would  to  apply  me  remedy;  Tneee 
remarks  he  made  in  no  spirit  of  adulation,  but  of 
sincerity*  He  would  acknowledge,  too,  that,  in 
supporting  the  amentoent^  he  was  not  inflneaoed 
by  maxims  or  inductions  from  any  religious  or 
moral  code,  that  miffht  serve  as  a  rule  for  his  pri- 
vate conduct,  or  fornis  opinions  as  a  man.  Nei- 
ther did  the  claims  of  humanity,  as  afiecting  the 
wretched  beings  who  were  doomed  to  bondagai 
decide  him  in  his  coarse  on  this  occasion.  Ha 
looked  to  it  entirely  as  a  ouestion  of  policy,.  affect<r 
ing  the  equitable  rights  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  the  sec\irity  and  welfare  oi  the  whole 
people  now  and  hereafter. 

It  might  be  conceded  that  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  would  be  improved  by  opening  this  flood- 
gate, and  the  whole  force  of  his  motives  would 
still  be  in  reserve.  His  charity  and  humanity  hmn 
at  home.  He  rested  on  the  soUtajrv  ground  oT  an 
admitted  political  evil,  which  slavery  was  ae« 
knowledged  to  be,  and  which  he  conceived  it  to 
be  in  a  variety  of  particulars :  and  then  inquired 
whether  its  introduction  into  this  new  world  would 
not  tend  to  prpmote  its  indefinite  extension  ?  If  so, 
could  he  rightfully,  and  was  he  bound  in  con- 
science and  duty,  to  oppose  a  baaier  to  its  pro- 
gress ?  This  he  would  do  first,  and  meet  the  evil 
afterwards,  in  its  compressed  and  inevitable  shape. 
In  this  lignt,  he  regarded  the  difiusion  of  slavenr 
as  pregnant  with  great  injustice  and  danger.  It 
was  not  only  unjust  in  reference  to  the  white  peo- 
pled States,  but  it  was  bringing  into  contact  with 
foreign  nations,  with  England,  Spain,  and  perhapa 
Russia,  a  weak  frontier  and  the  degraded  instru-^ 
ments  of  intrigue  and  revolution,  which  their 
owners  might  not  be  able  in  process  of  time  to 
hold  in  cheek..  On  the  other  hand,  let  theeoun^ 
be  settled  by  a  white  popniation,  and  the  securi^ 
of  the  slaveholdinff  States  "vrovld  he  increase^ 
and  the  strength  of  the  whole  nation  essentially 
promoted* 

There  was  a  subject  on  w^ch  he  never  thought, 
in  connexion  with  the  present  inquiry,  but  with 
uneasiness  and  regret,  and  to  which  he  would  now 
do  no  moit  than  sliently  allude.  It  was  the  state 
of  afiairs  in  the  black  empire,  rising  up  in  the  Atr 
Untie,  so  far  as  it  was  open  to  an  examination. 
There  was  a  phenomenon  which  modern  tiuies 
had  not  witne^ed — a  nation  of  black  people,  in* 
tent  upon-  improving  in  the  arts  of  civilizatioii, 
bold,  ncvce,  and  wt^ike^  and  srowing  more  and 
more  capable  of  ruminatmg  and  feelisg  for  the  ofh 
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prenioiis  inflicted  upon  their  race  from  time  im- 
memorial.  Fint,  or  last,  these  people  will '  be 
acknowledged  as  an  independent  State,  and  com- 
merce will  ffive  them  access  to  all  parts  of.your 
country.  Whenerer  he  imagined  Louisiana  peo- 
pled by  slaves,  scattered  in  immense  groups  through- 
out that  vast  re^^on ;  and  the  £BM;e  of  the  country 
itself;  possibilities  resulting  from  an  intercourse 
with  St.  Domingo,  rushed  upon  his  mind,  which 
it  was  enough  merely  to  intimate,  to  be  understood. 
He  would  wen  leave  the  question  of  expediency, 
inexhaustible  as  he  felt  it  to  be,  with  these  few 
genera]  remarks,  being  unable  to  agree  to  any  mea- 
sure which  should  counteract  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
by  increasing  the  mischiefs  of  slavery  to  a  degree 
boundless  in  extent^  and  perpetual  in  duration,  and 
to^  entail  oa  posterity  a  scourge,  for  which  we  re- 
proach the  memory  of  our  ancestors. 

Wbdnsbbat,  January  26. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford  the  respective 
claims  of  Moses  Atwater  and  John  Despard,  on 
account  of  property  destroyed  during  the  late  war 
with  Gfreat  Britain,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Mathew 
Career  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, en^;aged  in  the  manufacture  of  printed 
boocs,  |>raying  protection  and  encouragement ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael 
Pepper,  of  Preston,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
praying  a  pension,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Taylor, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  mariner,  praying  a  pen- 
sion, also  made  a  report  accomjianiea  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  t|ie  Mer- 
chants' Bank  of  Ne^^rt,  Rhode  Island,  praying 
the  repayment  of  certam  stamp  duties,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  whicn  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Hunter  also  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Babbitt,  merchant,  of  the  port  or  Bristol,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  remission  of 
duties  on  a  larffc  quantity  of  sugar,  which  was 
totally  destroyed  by  the  great  storm  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1815,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  rcfered  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Tbohas  submitted  the  following  jhotion  for 
eonsideration : 

RcMoived,  Thst  tbs  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  eatabliibing  a  post  road  from  Catmi,  in 
White  eonnty,  in  the  Bute  of  Ittinoie,  by  Mount 
Vernoni  in  Jefferson  ooonty,  to  Carlyle»  in  Washing- 
ton county,  in  tha  aaoie  State. 


Mr.  RoBSBTB.  from  the  Committee  of  ClainsL 
to  whom  the  subpect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuoQUBB  presented  the  petition  ef  Sarah 
Macomb,  widow^  and  executrix  of  the  late  William 
Macomb,  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigani 
Joying  that  his  leeal  representatives  may  be  con- 
firmed in  their  titk  to  the  island  of  Grape  Isle^ 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walkbb,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  praying  a  patent  may 
issue  in  his  favor  for  certain  lands,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  Ccm- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Waucbr,  of  Alabama,  also  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

JUsobed^  That  the  Committee  oo  Pablic  Lands  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  espediency  of  protectinf 
any  oocopant  in  his  poeeeanon,  when  the  land  oa 
which  ha  ahall  have  aettled  ahall  be  eold,  after  the 
month  of  March  in  any  year,  antil  he  ahall  have  made 
and  gathered  hie  crop. 

Mr.  Mbllen  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Post  Koadv  be  ioBtructed  lo  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  eatabliahing  a  post  road  from  the  town  of 
Sedgewick,  to  the  town  of  Deer  Isle,  in  the  Distrtet  of 
Maine. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  two  additional  land 
omces  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  agreed  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
biilj  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  to 
su|4>ly  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of 
the  north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  tor  fin- 
ishing the  President's  house,  and  the  erection  of 
two  new  Executive  offices,''  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  credentials  of  William  Loqan,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  4th  day  of  March  last,  were  communicated 
and  read. 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Dickerson  for  amending 
the  Constitution  were  further  postponed  to  to- 
morrow. 

^  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  John  O'Conner, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  claim  to  a  certain 
tract  of  land  on  Bufialo  Creek^  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi ;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  Hyacinthe 
Bernard,  of  Louisiana,  praying  to  be  confirmed  in 
his  title  to  certain  land,  as  stated  in  the  petition ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

JAMES  WARREN. 

Mr.  RoBBBTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  refened  the  petition  of  James  War- 
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Ten,  made  a  report,  accompanied  bv  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  witndraw  hispe- 
tition.  The  report  and  resolution  were  read.  The 
report  is  as  foUows : 

The  CommitlM  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petitaoQ  of  James  Warren,  submit  Uie  following  re- 
port: The  petitioner  states  that  he  was  a.lieateDant 
on  board  the  Alliance  frigate  in  the  ReTolntionair 
war,  oiNBfflanded  bj  Captain  Peter  Landais,  which 
▼esse!  took  eertain  prixes,  and  carried  them  into  the 
port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  from  whenee  thej  were 
giren  np  to  the  enemy  by  the  Danirii  GoTemment. 
The  petitioner  prays  the  payment  of  his  share  of  said 
prixes.  The  annexed  report  from  the  Department  of 
State  shows  that,  though  the  Government  has  never 
abandoned  the  claim  on  the  Danish  Government  for 
the  value  of  these  prixes,  there  is  no  reasonable  hope 
that  any  thing  will  be  obuined.  The  committee  think 
it  unnecessary  to  remark  further  on  this  subject,  and 
lubmitthe  foUowfng  resolution : 

Ituohedf  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  wtth- 
6nw  bis  petition. 

DxFlmTxiirT  or  Stati,  Jan.  33,  1820. 

8ia :  I  bave  the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  the  infor- 
mttion  of  the  committee,  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  8Ute  (Mr.  Monroe)  to  the  Danish  Min- 
iiter,  Mr.  Pedersen,  dated  the  14th  of  December,  1813, 
•nd  of  his  answer,  dated  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 
sinee  which  ther«  has  been  no  further  communication 
with  the  Danish  (Government  relating  to  the  claim 
upon  which  the  petition  of  James  Warren,  herewith 
istwned,  is  founded.  The  impression  of  this  peti- 
tioner that  the  Danish  Government  ever  ordered  any 
part  of  this  claim  to  be  naid  to  the  American  claimants 
tppears  to  be  unfounded.  It  has  never  been,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Stetcs,  abandoned ;  bu^  it  has  long 
iince  ceased  to  be  an  object  upon  which  negotiation 
couldoCfer  any  prospect  of  success.    I  am,  Ax. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAM8. 

JovATHAX  RoBxaTS,  Esq., 

Chairman-.Committu  of  Claimt,  Senate* 

DSVABTMSITT  or  SifATX,  Dtc  14,  1818. 

8ia :  It  18  perhaps  known  to  you  that,  in  the  year 
1779,  the  Unitod  States  frigate  AUianee,  Captain 
Landsis,  took  three  prisei^  which  were  carried  into 
tbe  port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  and  were  aAerwarda 
delivered  op  to  the  captured,  upon  tho  demand  of  the 
Bixtiib  Minister  at  your  Court,  on  the  ground  that  the 
King  of  Denmark  **  had  not  yet  aduiowledged  the 
indrpcodence  of  the  colonies  associated  against  £ng« 
land." 

Tbe  legal  claimants  have  never  ceased  to  expect 
from  the  Government  of  Denmark  the  psyment  of  the 
vtlae  of  these  prises,  which  was  computed  at  fifty 
tboQMnd  ponnds  sterling,  including  the  cargoes  of 
the  tbree  captured  vessels,  vix  :  of  the  ships  Betsey, 
Union,  and  Charming  Polly. 

Home  of  these  claimanta  have  lately  heard  that  your 
Government  baa  directed  the  payment  of  that  money 
to  tbcm.  I  ahall  be  glad  to  know  of  yon  whether  such 
tn  order  has  been  issned,  and,  in  case  it  has,  in  what 
mode  it  will  be  executed.  This  Government  takes 
>nQcb  interest  in  obtaining  for  the  parties  a  sum  which 
is  believed  lo  be  justly  due  to  them,  and  I  ihould  be 
hippy  in  being  able  to  confirm  to  them  the  report  of 
^  lavorable  disposition  of  your  Government  in  that 
reipect  which  has  reached  them. 

Should  no  step  have  been  already  taken,  I  have  to 
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reqnest  that  yon  will  have  the  goodness  to  bring  the 
daim  befi^re  your  aovereign,  and  to  obtain  his  deeision 
on  it.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Pars  a  PxDxmsoir,  Esq., 

Chargi  d^ Affairu  Jrom  Denmark* 

Philabxlphia,  Dee.  19, 1813. 

8ia :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  14th,  and  observe  that  a  report  had  reached  you 
of  my  Government  having  directed  the  payment  of 
the  money  claimed  on  account  of  three  pnxes,  which, 
in  the  year  1779,  were  carried  into  the  port  of  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  but  afterwards  delivered  up  to  the  captured, 
upon  the  demand  of  the  British  Minister,  on  the 
ground  that  the  King  of  Denmark  had  not  acknow- 
ledged the  independence  of  the  then  colonies  associated 
against  England. 

In  reply  to  your  queriee  relating  to  this  subject,  I 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  my  Government,  although 
peHeetly  ready  at  the  time  to  enter  into  a  fiien^ 
negotiation  on  the  above-mentioned  claim,  had  never 
admitted  it  aa  a  fiur  and  legal  one,  and  it  haa  f»r  many 
years  already  conaidered  it  as  a  superannnated  and 
abandoned  aflair. 

When,  in  the  year  1806,  Captain  Landais  ^titioned 
Congress  for  relief,  and  the  above  claim,  m  eonse- 

?[uence  thereof,  was  reported  upon  and  exhibited  to 
Congress,  I  oonsidered  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  it, 
(as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  letter  addressed  to 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  dated  February  17, 1806,) 
particularly  so  as  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  renovsr 
tion  of  that  ancient  pretended  claim  upon  my  Govern- 
ment then  had,  and  I  fear  ever  since  has  had,  the  un- 
fortunate eflfect  of  retarding  the  Ikvorable  final  decision- 
of  two  acknowledged  very  fair  claims  upon  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  Statee  for  the  Danfiah  vessels 
the  Mercator  and  the  Hendrick ;  although  these  have 
not  the  meet  distant  oonnezion  with  the  above-men- 
tioned, and  therefore  in  equity  ought  not,  and  I  hope 
will  not  much  longer,  thereby  be  affected. 

.  In  having  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  these  ob- 
servations, I  must,  however,  acknowledge  that  I  am 
without  any  late  information  from  my  Governments 
You  will,  in  the  mofm  time,  perceive,  sir,  that  the 
correctness  of  the  rumor  above  alluded  to  is  not  very 
probable ;  and,  although  I  regret  extremely  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  at  this  time  should 
desire  this  claim  to  be  renewed  and  examined  into,  I 
shall,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  avail  myself 
of  the  first  opportunity  for  submitting  to  my  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  your  letter,  accompanied  with  such 
observations  as  the  occasion  msy  require.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  dkc  P.  PEDERSEN. 

Hon.  Jaxxs  Hoirnox,  Set^ry  of  State, 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Nicholla^ 
also,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution^ 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  NoBLS  conununicated  the  foUowinf  resolu- 
tions of  the  L^i^ture  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
which  were  read : 

Reeohed  by  the  General  Aeeemhly  of  the  State  of 
Indiana^  That  they  do  concur  in  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  proposed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  several  States,  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
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**  Coitgrett  ihall  malM  do  law  to  er»et  or  inoorponite 
anj  bank  or  other  moneyed  insUtBtion  eioept  within 
the  District  of  Colambia ;  end  e? eiy  bank  or  other 
moneyed  institotion,  which  ihall  be*  established  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  shall,  together  with  its  branches 
and  offices  of  discount  and  defrasite,  be  confined  to  the 
District  of  Columbia." 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Hepresentatives 
in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to 
procure  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment 

RtMoked,  That  the  OoTemor  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  proposed 
amendment  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators 
and  our  RepresentatiTo  in  Congress,  and,  also,  to  the 
Executives  of  the  sereral  States,  with  a  request  that 
they  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislatures  thereof, 
soliciting  their  co-operation  in  procuring  the  adoption 
of  the  foregoing  amendment 

MAINS  AND  MfSSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  MiflBoori  question. 

Mr.  SicrrH,  of  South  CaroliBa,  obaenred,  that, 
afWr  the  Senate  had  heard  from  the  honoiaUe  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  PiifKifET,)  a  sjieech 
of  fire  hours  in  continuance,  not  less  distinguished 
for  its  logical  and  unsophisticated  reasoning,  and 
its  pure,  classical  style,  than  for  its  unrirall^  elo- 
quence and  brilliancy  of  fancy,  and  which  had 
been  preceded  by  a  number  or  eloquent  speeches 
from  other  gentlemen,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  he  could  hardly  indulge  a  hope  that  the 
.  Senate  would  beliere.  at  this  late  hour  of  the  dis- 
cussion, any  further  li^ht  could  be  shed  upon  it. 
But,  as  he  believed  this  to  be  a  more  important 
subject  than  any  which  had  agitated  the  public 
mind  since  this  Qovemment  had  been  established, 
if  the  Senate  would  hare  the  ffoodness  to  give  him 
their  attention,  he  would  beg  leave  to  present  hb 
humble  views.  He  knew  many  gentlemen  though  t 
the  suhject  already  exhausted ;  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, that  he  mignt  not  contribute  further  to  weary 
the  patience  of  the  Senate,  carefully  avoid  touch- 
ing those  points  which  had  already  been,  so  ably 
treated,  and  so  luminously  explained  by  others.  If 
he  should,  it  would  be  to  give  them  a  different  con- 
struction, and  from  reasons  different  from  those 
which  had  as  yet  been  applied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  following  words,  "  the  migration  or  impor- 
'  tation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

*  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but 

*  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importa- 
'  tion,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person,^' 
has  received  a  different  construction  by  different 
gentlemen,  on  both  sides  of  this  question ;  and  he 
would  beg  leave  to  ffive  it  his  construction.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  and,  like  all  other4aws,  when  any 
doubts  arise  as  respects  its  meaning,  some  fixed 
rules  must  be  resorted  to  by  which  these  doubts 
can  be  solved.  The  rule  laid  down  by  one  of  the 
^eatest  jurists  known  to  us,  (Judge  Blackstone,) 
IS,  to  ascertain,  by  the  fairest  and  most  rational 
means,  the  intention  of  the  law-giver  at  the  time 


the  law  was  made  or  enacted.  Thb  is  done  in 
various  ways ;  either  by  the  words  of  the  law,  by 
the  subjectHoiatter,  the  context,  the  effects  and  con- 
sequences, or  the  reason  and  spirit  of  the  law  itself. 
This  rule  has  not  only  the  sanction  of  Judge  Black- 
stone's  opinion,  but  it  has  the  sanction  of  reason 
on  its  side,  and  which  no  honorable  gentleman  of 
the  Senate  would  controvert 

In  looking  to  the  reasons,  you  must  employ  ail 
the  grounds  necessary  to  ascertain  for  what  pur- 
pose a  particular  principle  was  adopted ;  and,  i/the 
words  of  a  law  are  doubtful,  to  ascertain  what  par- 
ticular cause  led  to  the  use  of  those  words  in  that 
law.  In  doing  this,  different  gentlemen  had  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  different  reasons 
whf  the  words  **  migration  or  importation''  were 
used  in  this  section  of  the  Constitution.  Those 
ffenUemen  who  pressed  the  principle  of  restriction, 
did  it  on  the  authority  of  me  words  migiation  or 
importation.  They  say  the  sla  veholdin^  States  re- 
fused to  subscribe  to  the  Federal  ConstitatioB.  un- 
less it  should  be  conceded  to  them  by  the  non-da ve- 
holding  States^  that  they  should  be  permitted  to 
continue  the  further  importation  of  dares  from 
Africa,  until  the  year  1806 ;  and  in  compromising 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Constitution  should 
be  framed,  they  yidded  to  the  Qeneml  (Govern- 
ment the  riffht,  after  that  period,  to  restxun  the 
miffration  of  slaves  from  <me  State  to  another, 
and  hence  they  jxretend  to  derive  the  power  vested 
in  Congress  to  inhibit  the  admission  of  slavery 
into  the  State  of  Missouri.  They  have  some  other 
grounds,  which  they  deem  auxiliary,  and  which  he 
would  examine  presently,  but  the  preceding  was 
their  strong  ground.  For  this  construction  they 
offer  no  reasons  but  that  it  comports  with  the  gen- 
eral, principles  of  free  government,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

On  the  other  hand,  gentlemen  who  oppose  the 
right  of  restriction  have  given  a  different  construc- 
tion, find  think  that  the  word  **  migration''  is 
coupled  with  the  word  "  importation^"  and  is  sv- 
nonymous,  and  that  the  import  of  it  is  entirely 
foreign ;  that  it  does  not  relate  to  our  domestic  re- 
lations, and  could  never  be  intended  to  regulate  the 
internal  distribution  of  our  slaves,  [Mr.  Pinkney, 
of  Maryland.]   Some  other  constructions  had  been 
presented,  and  enforced  by  strong  aiguments,  [Mr. 
Walker,  of  Greorgia.1    Tnese  grounos  of  construc- 
tion had  been  in  abler  hands  than  his^  and  he 
would  not  disturb  them ;  but  he  would  repose  his 
solution  of  these  words  on  a  ground  which  had  not 
yet  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  by  any  gentle- 
man on  either  side.     He  would  draw  it  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  itself;  and,  for  that 
purpose,  would  beg  leave  to  read  the  first  clause  of 
that  declaration,  in  these  words : 

**  Wben,  in  the  coune  of  hamsn  eventa,  it  becomes 
neeeissry  for  one  people  to  dmolve  the  political  bftod* 
which  btve  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  m- 
same,  among  the  powen  of  the  enrth,  the  separate  and 
equal  atation  to  which  the  lawa  of  natara  and  of  oa* 
ture'a  God  entitle  them,  a  decent  report  to  the  opio- 
ions  of  mankind  reqajres  that  they  ahould  declare  the 
cAiises  which  impel  them  to  a  separation." 

It  then  speaks  of  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usat- 
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patioiis  wnpoi^ed  oa  us  by  the  King  of  Chroit 
tain,  wliose  jroke  we  were  then  about  to  shake  off; 
to  prore  which  a  number  of  facts  are  siibmitted. 
In  the  specification  of  these  facts,  distinctly  and 
separately  set  forth  and  enumerated  in  Uiat  decla- 
xation,  there  are  none  more  conspicuous  than  the 
following.    In  alluding  to  these  usurpations  and 
abuses,  it  W(t:   **He  has  endearored  to  prevent 
'  the  population  of  thine  States ;  for  that  puipocie, 
'  obstructiiig  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  or  for- 
'  eiders ;  reftudng  to  pass  others  to  encoura^  their 
'  migratian  hitiier,  and  raising  the  conditions  of 
^  new  approji^tiDBs  of  kuds."    This  is  the  only 
State  paper  in  which  the  word  migration  has  been 
used,  until  the  Constitution  was  form«il.     This 
stamps  upon  it  a  character  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed ;  that  It  was  among  the  primary  objects' of  the 
United  States,  in  the  commencement  of  their  ca- 
reer, to  increase  their  pc^mlation  by  migration  from 
what  was  then  called  the  mother  country,  and 
whidi  has  been  denied  ^em.    The  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States  at  the  time  they  declared 
their  independence^  was  between  two  and  three 
millions  only.    This  gave  rise  to  the  great  defec- 
tion which  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants  in 
many  of  the  States.    They  believed  all  the  physi- 
cal unree  which  the  Unitea  States  could  oppose  to 
Great  Britain  was  totally  inadequate,  and  therefore 
they  marshalled  themselves  on  the  side  of  His  Ma- 
jesty.   During  a  seven  years'  war  migration  was 
entirely  suspended,' and  a  constant  waste  of  the  na- 
tive popi;dati(Hi  ensued.    The  war  terminated  late 
in  178^  and  early  in  1787  this  Constitution  was 
formed;  and  here,  for  the  second  time,  in  which  it 
is  to  be  traced  in  any  public  act  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  you  will  find  the  word  migration  settled  down 
in  the  Constitution.     At  that  time,  too,  many  of 
Ciie  States  had  but  a  very  small  population,  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  extended  surface,  and  particu- 
larly so  in  the  Southemr  States.    By  reason  of  this 
thin  population  their  frontiers  were  greatly  exposed, 
and  constanUy  harassed  by  the  inroads  and  butch- 
eries of  the  savages,  wliien  even  the  Qovemment 
of  the  United  States  were  unable  to  repress  for 
numy  vears  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 
Your  Northern  posts,  stipulated  to  be  surrendered 
by  the  treaty  which  terminated  yottr  Revolution- 
ary war,  were  detained  by  the  British  Government 
in  defiance  of  good  faith ;  and  your  population  was 
Coo  feeble  to  afford  you  an  army  to  enforce  the 
stipulations  of  the  tfeaty ;  and  you  were  obliged, 
in  1794,  to  have  recourse  to  negotiation,  to  enable 
your  Government  to  gain  possession  of  the  posts ; 
and  obtained  them  by  a  bargain  not  very  much  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Unitea  States.     Does  there 
exist  a  doubt  as  to  the  object  for  which  the  Con- 
rention  introduced  into  the  Constitution  that  word 
nn^ication,  joined  withthe  word  importation  ?  The 
-vvord  im^piAatiUm  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  to  mean 
nothing  more  than  to  authorize  such  States  as 
thoogfat  fit,  to  import  Africans.  The  necessity  and 
desire  for  the  migration  of  foreigners  was  much 
greater.    This  is  made  more  than  manifest  by  the 
pronpt  manner  in  which  the  First  Confess  acted 
upon  the  subject  of  naturalization.    This  word  is 

that  of  migration ;  and  in  the  same 


specification  of  injuries  and  usurpations,  compbda- 
oi  of  in  the  Declaration  of  independence,  against 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The  word  ^^  naturali- 
zation," as  it  stands  in  the  Cpnstitntion,  required 
Congress  to  give  it  efficacy  by  a  law.  This  Con- 
ffress  did  early  in  the  second  session  of  the  First 
Uonj^ress.  Tne  word  ^'migration"  required  no  such 
aid  nrom  Congress.  These  two  Constitutional  mo- 
visions  were  clearly  intended  to  aid  each  ouer. 
Migration,  to  authorize  the  States  to  admit  fbr- 
eiffuers,  and  naturalization  to  make  them  eitiseas. 
The  power  of  naturalizing  was  given  by  Qongren 
to  the  courts  under  the  State  jurisdietion.'8o  anx- 
ious woe  they  to  encourage  the  growth  or  popula- 
tion from  migration. 

But,  sir,  if  a  doubt  could  yet  exist,  as  to  the  true 
construction  of  this  word  ^^  migration,"  it  must  be 
completely  obviated  by  considering  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  several  States  in  n^ard  to  this  spe- 
cies of  population,  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was 
entered  into  by  the  wveral  States.  At  this  time 
all  the  States  in  the  Union  held  slaves,  except 
Massachusetts.  All  the  States  north  of  Maryland 
were  desirous  of  selling  their  slaves,  and  found  a 
ready  market  in  the  Southern  States,  whither  they 
sent  them  in  ship  loads,  about  that  time,  and  after, 
until  they  relieved  themselves  of  the  greater  part 
of  their  aaves  by  sale.  Would  the  Northern  States 
have  ever  consented  to  such  a  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution, that  would  have  enaUed  Congress  to  cut 
off  so  desirable  a  traffic,  by  preventing  slaves  from 

S)ing  beyond  the  bouncbtry  of  their  respective 
tates?  But  it  is  not  till  after  they  have  sold  their 
slaves  from  among  themselves,  that  they  have 
made  the  discovery  that  Congress  can  restrain  their 
mimtion. 

h  is  said,  by  all,  that  the  slaveholding  Stales 
would  have  reiused  to  come  into  the  Union,  if  the 
right  of  importing  had  not  been  yielded  to  them 
until  the  year  1806.  Were  iiot  tne  reasons  infi- 
nitdy  stronger  to  resist  such  a  |x>wer  in  Congress, 
to  prevent  their  removal  immediately  after  diey 
had  possosed  themselves  of  them  bv  importation, 
togemer  with  <ivery  other  part  of  tnat  species  of 
population?  That  they  must  be  fixed  to  the  soil, 
when  the  immense  tracts  of  the  most  fertile  lands 
of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  the  vast  extent  of 
uninhabited  lands  now  torming  the  States  of  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi,  were  wuhout  population,  or 
nearly  so ;  and  holoing  out  the  fairest  prospects  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Atlantic  States,  to  emigrate 
there  with  their  slaves.  It  is  impossiUe  that  men 
can  believe  it  for  a  moment. 

That  part  of  the  Constitution  which  is  found 
in  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  which  says  ^^  the  Congress  shaU  have 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States,''  has  been  re- 
lira  upon  as  giving  the  power  to  Congreaa  to  im- 
pose such  rules  as  Congress  might  deem  necessary, 
and  therefore  could  iimibit  slavery.  This  clause 
of  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress  a  right  to 
dispose  of  the  territory,  or  to  make  rules  and  reg- 
ulations respecting  il^  but  it  gives  no  right  over 
any  thing  but  the  tenitory  aiM  other  pi^eirty  of 
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the  United  States.  Slaves  are  not  territory.  And 
it  wonld  be  just  as  proper  to  say  that  slaves  were 
territory,  as  to  say  tnat  it  ^ves  Congress  power  to 
dispose  of  slaves,  because  it  has  power  to  make  all 
neolful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory. By  what  principle,  or  by  what  rule,  do  you 
apply  the  power  over  naves,  that  is  given  over  the 
territory  only  1  It  is  said  that  the  United  States 
Government  is  the  domestic  government  of  the 
territory;  but  the  Constitution  reserves  to  the 
States,  or ''to  the  people,  all  power  which  is  not 
given  to  the  United  States;  and  it  can  assume  no 
government  without  express  power.  The  Consti- 
tution is  a  delegation  of  powers  only ;  and  where 
there  is  no  delegation  of  power,  there  is  no  gov- 
ernment. It  is  a  legal  principle,  never  to  be  de^ 
parted  from,  when  a  law  gives  a  power  over  a 
greater  subject,  it  does  not  include  a  lesser  one. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  power  is  given  by  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  vests  in  Congress 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
States.  How  would  our  Eastern  friends  relish  it, 
if  Congress  should  undertake  to  regulate  the  trade 
for  one  of  their  own  States,  and  interdict  their 
commerce  with  all  the  other  States  ?  Would  they 
not  cry  aloud,  and  say  the  power  was  fiven  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  among  alt  the  several  States,  and 
not  of  any  one  State  ?  And  would  they  not  say 
justlv  ?  Here,  then,  you  are  regulating  what  you 
would  call  commerce,  for  Missouri  alone. 

Much  reliance  is  placed  on  the  sanction  which 
Congress  has  ^ven  to  this  principle,  by  various 
acts  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  This  was  not  the 
first  time  that  he  had  had  the  honor,  in  that  Sen- 
ate, to  protest  against  Congressional  precedents 
when  opposed  to  the  Constitution.  This  was  the 
only  country  in  the  world  that  had  a  written  Con- 
stitution, and  could  be  compared  with  none.  It 
was  the  act  of  the  soverei^  people ;  the  test  of 
your  power.  So  far  you  mightgo,  but  no  farther. 
It  wanted  the  aid  of  no  law.  Whenever  you  ex- 
ceed it,  your  laws  are  void,  and  your  precedent  too. 

He  would  advert  to  one  of  these  precedents — 
the -one  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Roberts,)  of  1804,  which  int^icted< 
the  admission  of  slaves  into  Louisiana,  when  a 
Territory.    The  honorable  gentleman  from  Geor- 

Sia  (Mr.  Walker)  had  refuted  that  sround,  by 
aovnng  the  repeal  of  that  law  by  the  law  passed 
the  next  succeeding  session,  in  March,  1805,  to- 
gether with  that  part  of  the 'famous  ordinance  of 
1787,  so  much  quoted. 

He  (Mr.  S.)  would  present  a  practical  view  of 
that  repeal.  About  the  20th  of  December.  1803, 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  passed  a  law  to 
open  the  African  slave  trade^  under  the  authority 
of  the  provision  of  the.  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  About  three  months  thereafter.  Congress 
passed  this  law  of  1804,  and  adjourned  a  day  or 
two  after.  This  was  a  time  that  every  thing  was 
to  bend  to  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States;  and 
at  the  next  session,  the  Congress  repealed  this  law 
and  the  ordinance,  and  opened  the  ports  of  Louis- 
iana, and  our  Eastern  friends  employed  immedi- 
ately a  large  portion  of  the  shipping  m  that  trade. 
Carolina  had  no  ships  of  conaequence,  bat  an  am- 1 


{le  supply  came  from  the  North  and  Eiast    Rhode 
sland  furnished  her  fuU  share ;  they  sent  there 
ships  from  Philadelphia,  and  they  wett  obliging 
enough  to  send  some  from  Boston.    This  ms  the 
ground  upon  which  Congress  thought  proper  to 
repeal  the  law  of  1804^  and  that  part  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  at  so  early  a  period.    This  repeal, 
too,  must  have  been  effected  oy  the  Eastern  mem- 
bers.   He  knew  the  members  from  South  Caro- 
lina were  all  opposed  to  the  slave  trade.  One  hon- 
orable member  from  that  State,  the  same  session, 
offered  a  resolution  in  the  Congress,  censuring  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  for  OTening  her 
ports,  which  was  not  acted  upon.    But  for  this 
repeal  of  the  law  of  1804.  by  Congress,  the  ports 
or  South  Carolina  would  nave  been  shut  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature.    These  ships  cleared 
out  from  Charleston.    That  was  necessary,  be- 
cause the  ports  in  the  other  States  were  not  open 
for  this  trade.  .The  Northern  slave  traders  and 
the  British  canied  the  business  on  with  a  high 
hand.     The  profits  of  otae  man,  in  Charleston, 
(Mr.  W.  Boyd,)  agent  for  British  merchants  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic,  were  estimated  at  three  hun- 
dr^  thousand  dollars,  as  commissions;  besides 
others  engaged  in  the  same  line.    Ail  these  veseh 
were  obliged  to  enter  a  South  Carolina  port,  but 
many  of  mem  immediately  reshif^ped  the  slaves  to 
Louisiana.    The  British  Parliament  paaed  a  law 
on  this  very  occasion,  regulating  the  number  whidi 
should  be  shipped  according  to  the  tonnage  of  the 
ship,  and  this  at  the  very  tune  Mr.  Wilbcfforce^s 
bill  was  under  consideration,  for  abolishing  the 
slave  trade.    As  soon  as  this  trade  was  cut  off  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1807,  the  sinfulness  of  it 
presented  itself  in  glaring  colors,  both  with  ooi 
Eastern  friends  and  the  British.    They  can  ship 
no  more  publicly,  and  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  had  done  selling  those  already  in  their  pos- 
session, and  then  the  scheme  for  emancipation 
commenced.    These  are  facts  not  to  be  contro- 
verted.   The  cry  against  this  ainfril  practice  comes 
with  an  ill  grace  from  that  quarter. 

The  most  opprobrious  epithets  have  been  lavished 
upon  those  wno  hold  slaves ;  caUins  the  practice 
cruel,  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  nation, 
opposed  to  the  Christian  religion,  the  law  of  God, 
pagan  in  its  principles,  and  every  thinf  else  that 
can  be  called  up,  by  which  to  reproach  as.  Let 
us  compare,  on  particular  occasions  which  have 
fully  manifested  the  temper  of  both  parties,  those 
who  hold  slaves,  with  those  who  do  not,  and  see 
who  have  beea  most  honest  in  their  endeavors  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade.  In  1818  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  by  this  Senate  to  report  &  bill^ 
the  better  to  prevent  the  smuggling  of  African 
slaves  into  the  United  States;  On  that  committee 
were  three  gentlemen  from  theslaveholding  States 
and  two  from  non-slaveholding  States,  as  they  art 
pleased  to.  call  them,  (Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Bur 
rill.).  These  two  gentlemen  were  told  to  make 
the  penalty  death,  upon  all  who  should  be  detected 
in  tnis  trade ;  the  Kastern  members  of  the  Senate 
opposed  every  thing  like  corporal  punishmeDt^ 
even  whipping,  beoiuse  they  said  it  would  nere 
do  to  whip  a  respectable  merchant    They  veii 
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willing  to  comproniifle  the  sin,  for  a  fine  and  im* 
prisonment,  and  here  it  ended ;  and  their  ships  are 
yet  engaged  in  carrying  slaves  under  emy  flag 
and  for  every  nation  that  indulges  the  trade. 

Another  very  strong  instance  occurred  last  ses- 
sion of  Conmss.  A  similar  bill  was  before  the 
House  of  Representatives.  A  gentleman  from 
Lfouifiiana  offmd  an  ame^dment,  to  compel  the 
captors  of  any  ship  with  slaves  to  carry  the  ship 
into  the  port  to  which  she  belonged.  This  amend- 
ment was  opposed  by  the  very  gentleman  (Mt. 
Tallmadgb,  of  New  York)  who  offered  the 
amendment  which  inhibited'  slavery*  in  the  Mis- 
souri. This  would  have  brought  the  offenders 
home,  and  the  slaves  with  them,  to  their  pions 
^ends  and  owners.  This  is  the  morality  which 
governs  those  friends  to  liberty  and  humanity. 

Why  was  Louisiana,  whicn  stood  on  the  same 
footing  precisely  on  which  Missouri  now  stands, 
adboaitlea  without  this  restriction?  We  are  told  it 
was  not  convenient  to  lay  this  restriction  on  Louisi- 
ana:  that  the  government  was  suited  to  the  people, 
at  that  time,  and  in  that  territory.  This  is  the 
only  reason  rendered.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  Louisiana  lay  more  out  of  the  way ;  and  we 
compromised  our  morality,  our  character  and  our 
rdigion,' for  our  convenience.  So  a  convenient 
morality  governs  usjm  admitting  one  State,  and  a 
conveuent  hnnumity  b  to  govern  us  in  rejecting 
another. 

We  are  tc^d  that  our  representation,  by  the  three- 
fifths  of  the  slaves,  amounts  to  twenty  members, 
and  gives  us  an  undue  weight  in  the  Gorvemment, 
and  gives  us  twenty  votes  m  the  Presidential  elec- 
tions. And  an  honorable  sentleman,  who  was 
now^  of  the  Senate,  had  said,  upon  this  question, 
last  year, "  This  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of 
'  Representatives  was  not  misunderstood  at  the 
'  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  but  no  one  an- 

*  ticipated  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  the  revenue 

*  of  me  United  States  would  be  derived  from  direct 

*  taxes,  but  it  was  believed  that  a  part  of  the  con- 
'  tribution  to  the  common  treasury  would  be  ap- 
'  portioned  among  ^e  States  by  the  rule  for  the 

*  apportionment  of  Representatives." — {Mr.  Kino, 
of  New  York.)  Let  us  examine  who  fixed  this  ap- 
portionment. It  was  done  by  members  of  the 
convention  from  the  Eastern  States.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, of  Virginia,  proposed  that  the  rights  of  anif- 
frage  on^t  to  be  proportioned  to  the  quptas  of 
contribution.  Mr.  Maqison,  of  Yiivinia,  made  a 
jMtiposition  for  an  equitable  ratio;  Mr.  Rutledg& 
of  ooQth  Carolina,  made  a  proposition ;  none  oi 
which  embraced  the  black  population.  It  was 
then  proposed  by  Judge  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  It  abould  be  ^  in  proportion  to  the  whole  num- 
^  her  of  white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabi- 

*  tants  of  every  age,  sol  and  condition^  including 

*  tUose  bound  to  servitude  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
<  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons,  except  Indians 
^  not  paying  taxes."  This  was  followed  by  ti  pro- 
position from  Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  Jersey,  or  the 
same  import.  Upon  revising  this  proposition, 
axncBg  others,  the  committee  of  revision  was 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania^  Mr.  Ma- 


dison, of  Yirginia,  and  Mr.  Kmg,  of  Massachu- 
setts. This  committee  adopted  tae  proposition  of 
Judge  Wilson  and  Mr.  Patterson,  and  formed  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  regulates  the  re- 
presentation and  direct  taxes,  now  so  much  com- 
plained of.  The  Eastern  members  of  the  conven- 
tion ])roposed  it ;  they  supported  it ;  and  they  mod- 
elled it  to  their  mind.  It  was  good  and  righteous 
whilst  the  Gk)vemment  was  supported  by  direct 
taxes.  There  were  no  complamts  in  the  years 
1798  and  1799,  when  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to 
a  direct  tax  to  support  the  war  then  wtged  against 
France.  There  wer^  no  complaints  dunng  the  late 
war  with  England.  It  has  afforded  you  a  revenue 
to  carry  on  these  two  wars ;  in  the  latter  of  which ' 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  annually  raised 
upon  slaves.  It  was  ti^n  and  applied  to  public 
uses  without  any  compunction.  But,  when  direct 
taxes  are  no  ionser  necessary,  its  great  deformity 
presents  itself.  Is  this  a  time  to  complain  and  to 
wish  to  change  the  system  of  representation  when 
the  burden  is  gone.  If  it  was  founded  in  compro- 
mise, are  you  to  give  up  its  equivalent  ?  No ;  you 
hold  the  equivalent,  and  com^ain  of  the  copipro- 
mise  when  you  think  it  can  oe  no  longer  useful. 
This  is  the  spirit  of  amity  with  which  you  pre- 
sent us. 

One  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  ' 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  has  spoken  of  the 
policy  of  excluding  slavery  from  Missouri,  and 
says  the  slaveholdinff  States  will  be  too  numerous. 
But  how  is  this  fact  ?  There  are  one  hundred  and 
eighty  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives; 
ofthem,  there  are  one  hundred  and  tour  belonging 
to  the  States  which  wish,  and  have  abolished  sla- 
very, and  seventy-six  io  the  other  States.  With 
all  this  difference  you  complain  that  there  are 
twenty  votes  for  slave  population,  which  ought  to 
be  corrected.  Why  is  the  complaint  made  now? 
If  Missouri  can  be  played  off  another  year,  and 
Maine  admitted,  the  Presidential  election  will  take 
pilace  before  Missouri  can  have  a  voice  in  that  elec- 
tion ;  but  Maine  will  have  her  two  Senators  and 
of  course  two  more  Presidential  votes  to  the  East- 
em  States.  If  we  look  to  the  balance  of  power,'as 
that  gentleman  would  wish,  this  is  its- true  com- 
plexion. 

The  subject  of  slavery,  as  it  now  presented  it- 
self, was  one  of  serious  import  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States.  It  was  matter  of  mere  calculatioD 
widi  the  Eastern  States,  since  they  had  pressed 
their  own  to  the  South.  Gentlemen  had  different 
feeUnffs  on  it.  Since  this  question  had  been  agi- 
tated, he  had  looked  into  the  history  of  slavery,  uid 
he  found  it  had  been  the  lot  of  man,  in  this  shape 
or  that,  to  serve  one  another  from  all  time.  At 
least,  slavery  has  prevailed  in  every  country  on  the 
fliobe,  ever  since  the  flood.  All  the  nations  of  the 
East  held  slaves  in  abundance.  The  Greeks  and 
the  Romans^  at  ^e  most  enlightened  periods  of 
those  republics.  Athens,  the  seat  oi  tne  Muses, 
held  slaves.  They  were  often  chained  at  thegatte 
of  the  rich,  as  porters,  and  were  treated  very  dif- 
ferent from  ours :  yet  Demosthenes  is  made  to  say^ 
^'  that  the  oondition  of  a  slave  at  Athens  waa  prd^ 
arable  to  that  of  a  free  man  in  many  othar  coon* 
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."  TiieSpQrt«Q8»inro«chednc«fertOBpiue 
dcmociaoy  than  any  ot&er  people  ever  did;  yel 
th«y  lield  sUyeB  in  abundaihse  too.  It  prevaifed 
all  over  the  Roman  Empire.  Jnlhis  Cesar  sold 
at  one  time  fifty  thousand  slaves,  yet  Cesar  was 
nenrer  held  to  be  a  cruel  or  barbarous  man.  He 
woiUd,  no  doubt,  be  though  a  great  sinner  by  the 
Baatem  States,  who  hold  but  a  few:  for  even  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island  had  their 
leaves  yet.  This  was  a  small  sin,  and  could  be  re- 
pented of  after  these  few  should  die  ofL 

In  the  course  of  this  debate  our  attention  had 
been  called  by  the  honorable  sentlemen  (Mr. 
RoBBRTs,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Air.  Mellbn,  of 
Biassaehusett^)  to  what  was  goin^  on  abroad. 
He,  Mr.  S.,  had  not  been  inattentive  to  what 
was  going  on  abroad ;  but  he  found  it  all  confined 
to  die  Northern  and  Eastcsn  States.  He  had  read 
several  (pamphlets  and  dissertations  on  the  subject 
of  inhibiting  slavery  in  Missouri,  couched  in  the 
most  bitter  and  dishonorable  terms  of  reproach  to 
slavdiolders.  They  were  subscribed  by  fictitious 
namesh  One  subscribed  himself  Marcus.  This 
was  a  great  name  among  the  Romans.  Another 
siAecribed  himself  Colbert  This  was  the  name 
of  another  great  man,  of  modern  times.  If  their 
plot  success,  and  Missouri  should  not  be  admitted 
mto  the  Union,  they  oan  thai  throw  off  the  veil, 
give  their  true  names,  and  come  outas  the  cham- 
pions of  the  enterprise.  If  their  plot  fails,  they  can 
remain  Marcus  and  Coibert;  and  trace  them 
if  you  can.  Marcus  may  have  further  views  for 
concealing  his  true  name.  He  has,  in  his  pamph- 
lat  taken  as  much  care  to  point  out  to  this  species 
of  papulation  the  best  means  of  procuring  fire- 
arms, and  munitioos  of  walr,  and  how  they  can 
ananoe  their  forces,  dbc.,  as  he  could  have  done 
if  he  had  been  appointed  by  QovemmenI  to  maz^ 
shal  them  to  cut  our  throals ;  and  when  he  shall 
find  the  train  which  he  has  laid  ready  for  expk>- 
sion,  like  the  midnight  assassin,  may  apply  the 
match,  and  blow  us  up ;  that  he  may  revel  in  the 
spoils.  In  this  he  was  happy  to  say  this  man 
Marcus  would  be  mistaken,  as  wdl  as  many  others 
who  had  supposed  we  were  not  onlv  in  a  constant 
state  of  alarm,  but  that  we  were  also  in  constant 
danger,  from  an  insurrection  of  this  part  of  our  pop- 
ulation. This  people  are  so  domesticated,  or  so 
kindly  treated  by  tneir  masters,  and  their  situationa 
so  improved,  that  Marcus  and  all  his  hoet  cannot 
eicite  one  among  twenty  to  insurrection.  They 
are  aide  to  compare  their  comforiB  and  their  labor, 
and  are  fully  sensible  that  their  comforts  are  as 
great,  and- their  labor  not  more  arduous,  than  any 
other  class  of  laboring  people.  The  owners  of 
these  people  can  idaee  arms  m  their  hands,  if  ne- 
ceasaiy.  In  the  late  war  they  played  a  manly  part 
in  defence  of  their  masters,  m  many  instances. 
They  were  among  the  defenders  of  the  country  at 
Orleans,  as  well  as  at  other  pkces j  they  are  the 
shield  of  their  masters^  instead  ot  their  deadly 
enemy,  all  the  apfireheBsiotts  of  Marcus  and  our 
Easton  friends  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

One  gentleman  has  wrote  a  umg  pamphlet,  and 
given  his  name:  this  is  Daniel  Raymond,  Esq., 
as  he  has  called  himself,    Mr.  8.  said  he  nad  aa* 


certained  this  Esquire  Raymond  to  be  an  honest 
lawyer,  who  was  under  pa)r  of  the  AbolitioB.  So- 
cietv,  and  who  was  measnriiy  his  eonacieace  and 
his  humanity  bv  the  len^  of  his  fee  He  has  as- 
certained, as  ne  says  m  his  mmphlfit,  that  the 
sbves  increase  not  only  much  raster  dmn  the  free 
people  ci  color,  but  that  they  increase  in  a  ratio  of 
nearly  double  tne  free  white  population.  This  is 
represented  as  an  evil  of  great  magnitude  The 
great  ground  of  complaint  of  these  Abolition  So- 
cieties, on  former  occasions,  was  the  severe  and 
cruel  treatment  of  masCera  Now,  the  ol](|eetiaa  is, 
they  are  treated  so  humanely  that  they  will  diortly 
overspread  the  whole  land.  If  these  people  inr 
crease  to  the  extent  supposed,  it  is  an  inoontrover- 
tiUe  evidence  that  they  are  well  fed,  well  clothed, 
and  supremely  happy.  There  is  no  class  of  labor* 
ing.  people  in  any  country  upon  the  riobe,  except 
the  United  States,  that  are  better  ctothed,  better 
fed,  or  are  more  cneerfol,  or  labor  less,  or  who  are 
more  happy,  or,  indeed,  who  have  more  liberty  and 
indulgence,  than  the  slaves  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States.  This  Mr.  Raymond,  and  some 
eentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the  question,  ^Mr. 
Mob  aiL,  from  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Ons,  nrom 
Massachusetts,)  had  all  oonourred  in  thesame  opin- 
ion, that  it  was  better  to  condense  these  people 
witnin  the  limited  space  of  the  old  States,  and  oy 
that  means  reduce  tneir  numben  by  a  state  of  star- 
vation and  oppression.  Heap  cruelties  on  them 
to  destroy  the  race.  The  Greeks  cmifined  their 
slaves  in  cells;  the  Spartans  sufoed  the  Lice- 
demonian  yooth  to  fall  upon  them,  when  laboring 
in  the  fields,  liy  stratagem,  and  massacre  them  in 
gangs,  for  the  purpose  of  training  their  ^routh  to 
feats  of  arms;  the  Romans  threw  them  into  die 
arena,  where  they  cut  one  anodier  down,  for  the 
amusement  of  their  rich  masters.  But  tlus  was 
despatching  them  at  once.  The  mode  piescnbed 
by  our  modem  philanthropists  is  to  kill  by  piece- 
meal— ^for  a  state  of  starvation  is  no  better.  If 
one  mode  of  killing  is  more  cnid  than  that  of 
another  it  is  diat  which  is  brought  on  by  the  tor- 
tures of  hunger  and  oppression. 

It  has  been  sung  in  every  town  and  viUaBe  of 
the  States  which  call  theniiielvesnoii-davehcuding 
States,  that  slavery  is  opposed  to  our  holy  religioii. 
The  honorable  gentleman  firora  New  liamphire 
(Mr.  Mobbil)  Imd  inculcated  this  doctrine  in  lus 
address  to  the  Senate.  He  would  not  haaard  too 
much  in  calUnff  the  master  adespot,  and  a  viohlor 
of  the  laws  of  God.  To  prove  his  position,  he 
had  readsundrf  passagesfrom  Mr.  Jefferson's  Notes ; 
the  most  prominent  were  the  following: 

**  The  whole  commeree  between  mssler  and  slave 
ii  A  perpetaal  ezerdae  of  the  most  boistarous  paseioni. 
Our  children  see  this,  and  learn  to  ioBdtat*  it.  I  Creaa- 
ble  for  my  oonntiyy  when  I  rdleet  that  God  is  jnat. 
The  Almighty  has  no  attribata  which  can  take  side 
with  us  in  anch  a  ooatast.*' 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  the  highest  regard  for  that 
venerable  patriot;  he  was  a  great  phuosopher  and 
a  statesman  of  the  first  order.  He  anew  no  words 
more  appropriate  in  pronouncing  his  euloey,  than 
those  used  by  himself  in  delineating  the  cnnracter 
oftikeimmoKalWashiiigtoB:  "fiSa  memory  will  be 
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*  adoied  while  liberty  ahall  haye  Totaries;  lus  name 

*  will  triumiih  over  time,  and  will,  in  future  8ge& 

*  aasunie  its  just  slution  amooff  the  most  celebrated 
<  worthies  of  the  world."  With  all  this  tribute, 
and  with  all  the  veneration  which  he  lelt  for  that 
^eat  masi  he  did  not  hesitate  to  contradict  him,* 
in  the  most  unequivocal  terms.  The  master  has  no 
motive  for  this  boisterous  hostility.  It  is  at  war 
with  his  interest,  and  it  is  at  war  with  his  com- 
fort. The  whole  commerce  between  master  and 
slave  is  patriarchal.  The  master  has  every  mo- 
tive to  impel  him  to  it  As  to  the  effect  on  child- 
ren, it  is  quite  the  reverse.  The  black  children 
are  the  constant  associates  of  the  white  children ; 
they  eat  together,  they  play  together,  and  their 
affections  are  oAen  times  so  strongly  formed  in 
early  Ufe,  as  never  to  be  forgotten;  so  much  so, 
that  in  thousands  of  instances  there  is  nothing  but 
the  shadow  of  alaverv  left  These  observations 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  could  not  have  been  founded  on 
facts.  They  were  wrote  to  gratify  a  foreigner,  at 
his  own  request,  when  every  American  was  fiued 
with  enthusiasm.  They  are  the  effiisions  of  the 
speculative  philosophy  of  his  young  and  ardent 
mind,  and  which  his  riper  years  have  corrected. 
He  wrote  these  Notes  near  torty  years  ago;  since 
which  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  that  sort  of  prac- 
tical philosophy  which  enlarges  the  sphere  of  human 
happmess,  and  to  the  {Homotion  of  civil  liberty; 
and,  during  the  whole  time,  his  principal  fortime 
has  been  in  slaves,  and-  he  still  continues  to  hold 
them.  It  is  impossible,  when  bis  mind  became 
enlarged  by  reflection  and  informed  by  observation, 
that  he  could  entertain  such  sentiments,  and  hold 
slaves  at  Uie  same  time. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  taken  the  libertv,  two  yean 
ago,  to  admonish  his  honorable  friend  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Morril,)  on  this  subject,  as  it 
respected  our  religion.  This  gentleman  then  de- 
clared, in  ]dain  terms,  that  shivery  was  forbidden 
1^  God,  in  his  Holy  Bible.  He  had  now  rein- 
forced himself  by  Mi.  Jefferson's  Notes.  The 
Bible  would  sive  the  gentleman  no  support  He 
w<Hild  point  him  now,  as  he  had  done  before,  to 
the  25tn  chapter  of  Leviticus,  which,  after  describ- 
ing^ who  ^ottld  be  held  ashired  servants,  and  when 
the  hired  savants  should  go  free^  it  then,  with  a 
direct  allusion  to  this  very  people,  in  the  4f4)th,  4dth, 
and  46th  verses,  says  in  these  words : 

**  44,  Both  thy  bond-mea  and  thy  bond-maids,  which 
tboQ  shall  have,  shall  be  of  the  heathen  that  tie  round 
about  you;  of  them  shall  ye  buy  boDd-m«aand  bond- 


**4B,  Morsover,  of  the  childran  of  the  straageis  that 
do  sojourn  among  you,  of  them  shall  ye  buy.  and  of 
their  families  that  are  with  you,  which  they  begat  in 
your  land;  and  they  shali  be  your  possesaioo. 

*<  46.  And  ye  shidl  take  them  as  an  inheritance  for 
your  children  after  you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  posses- 
sion ;  they  shall  be  your  bond-men  forever." 

These  are  the  divine  words  of  the  Lord  himself 
deliveied  to  his  holy  servant  Moses,  as  a  law  to 
hia  ixily  people. 

Thia  wna  the  law  given  by  the  God  of  Abm* 
ham,  the  Gk)d  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  (^Jaeob.  He 
the  only  living  and  true  God.  If  we  wonhip 


the  God  of  Israel,  he  is  our  God.  It  has  bean  said 
that  this  law  was  given  to  the  Jews.  So  were  all' 
the  laws  of  God  ^  and  are  we  left  to  select  saoh. 
laws  for  our  obedience  as  we  find  suited  to  oar* 
inclinations  and  our  policy  only,  and  abrogate  the* 
others'?  Mr.  S.  said  the  holy  book  of  our  religion 
taught  us  that  God  was  unchans;eable;  that  he 
had  no  respect  of  persons ;  that  he  was  without 
variation  or  shadow  of  turning;  the  same  yestei^- 
day,  to-day,  and  forever.  But  it  is  said  thai 
slavery  is  against  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. When,  and  by  what  authority,  were  we- 
taught  to  separate  the  positive  laws  of  God  ftont 
the  Christian  religion?  Christ  himself  gave  8 
sanction  to  shivery.  He  admonished  them  to  be 
obedient  to  their  masters;  and  there  is  not  a  word*, 
in  the  whole  of  his  life  which  forbids  it  Slavery 
was  known  to  a  great  extent  among  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  Christ  came  to  fulfil  the  law,  not  to 
destroy  it  Christ  came  to  do  the  will  of  his 
heavenly  father  who  sent  him :  he  came  to  take 
away  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  to  turn  men  from 
their  wicked  ways.  Some  who  are  desirous  to 
fix  the  character  of  irreligion  on  the  practice  of 
^very,  have  said  that  Christ  tolerated  slavery, 
lest  he  should  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  worm 
by  exciting  the  numnpus  shtves  to  insurrection. 
This  is  a  doctrine  for  you,  sir  U-4hat  God  ^oukl 
send  his  only  son  to  redeem  the  world,  and  yet 
that  he  should  be  afraid  to  do  his  duty,  and  suncr 
so  crying  a  sin  as  slavery  is  represoited  to  be,  by 
our  modem  politicians,  to  go  unnoticed^  lest  he 
should  interfere  with  a  principle  of  civil  policy. 
And  some  of  them  had  had  the  e£frontery  to  charee 
the  slaveholders  with  impiety,  for  alleging  me 
Scriptures  justified  slavery. 

If  such  enthusiasts  will  not  believe  Moses  and 
the  Prophets,  they  would  not  believe  one  even  u. 
he  were  sent  from  the  dead.  ' 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  not  be  astonished  if  they 
were  to  attempt  a  new  version  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testtiments,  and  new  model  them  to  suit  the  pol^ 
icy  of  the  times.  Throw  ofi"  such  parts  as  were 
uneonflenial  to  their  interests,  and  leave  the  residue 
to  Goo.  They  had  already  given  the  Scriptures 
an  implied  construction,  as  d&rent  from  its  literal 
sense,  as  they  had  that  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  hoped  none  of  the  holy  fathers 
of  the  church,  whose  duty  it  was  to  teach  the 
Holy  Scriptures  as  God  himself  had  given  themi, 
and  not  as  they  would  model  them  to  suit  the 
fmilty  of  their  nature,  had  given  in  to  this  ungodly 
opinion,  that  they  could  pare  down  the  Old  ana 
New  Testaments,  so  as  to  make  a  convenient  re- 
ligion of  them,  instead  of  an  unerring  one. 

Mr.  President,  the  Scriptures  teach  us  that 
slavery  was  universally  indulged  among  the  holy 
fathers.  The  chosen  pec^e  of  God  were  slaves; 
and  that,  by  His  divine  permission,  Joseph  waa 
sold  by  his  brethren  to  the  Egyptian  merchants, 
who  carried  him  into  slavery*  There  was  no 
vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  this  people  for  holdinff 
them  in  slavery.  They  were  not  relieved  unol 
God  in  his  wisdom  saw  fit  Pharaoh  was,  for  hi^ . 
temerity,  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  in  pursuing 
them  contrary  to  God's  express  will;  but  our 
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northern  friends  hare  not  been  afraid  eren  of  tliat, 
in  their  zeal  to  fiimish  the  Southern  States  with 
Africans.  They  are  better  seamen  than  Pharaoh, 
:and  calculate  hj  that  means  to  elude  the  yigilance 
>of  Heaven;  which  they  seem  to  dtsre^ard,  if  they 
•can  but  elude  the  Tiolaited  laws  of  their  countrv. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
MoHRiL,)  in  the  plenitude  of  his  religion  and 
humani^.  has  told  us  this  b  a  fine  country,  and 
that  we  naye  imported  a  new  breed  of  sneep. 
Here  is  fine  pasture  ground«  and  better  starve  the 
negroes  than  abandon  the  sneep.  He  has  told  us 
his  ancestors  came  to  Plymouth  in  1620.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  tnat,  very  shortly  after, 
they  hef^n  to  import  slaves  from  Africa,  and  con- 
tinued It  until  the  Revolutionary  war  took  place. 

This  country,  called  the  Louisiana,  has  never 
been  a  fiivorite  with  our  Northern  friends.  Under 
the  old  Confederation,  there  was  an  attempt  at  ne- 

f^tiation  to  obtain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
his  was  a  secret  transaction,  and  he  could  of 
course  give  but  an  imperfect  account  of  it ;  but  it 
was  pretty  well  understood,  that  seven  of  the  States 

gave  a  sanction  to  closing  that  river  for  twenty- 
ve  years. 

In  the  year  1803,  while  the  n^tiation  for  that 
territory  was  going  on  in  France  Mr.  Ross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Gouvemeur  Morris,  of  New  York, 
made  eloquent  speeches  in  frivor  of  a  war  against 
^France,  for  the  purpose  of  acaniring  this  country, 
which  was  said  to  be  one  of  tne  most  desirable  m 
the  world.  As  soon  as  the  treaty  was  presented, 
and  it  appeared  that  it  was  obtained  by  purchase, 
its  value  sunk,  and  we  heard  no  more  of  it  from 
that  quarter.  .   . 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1811,  Mr.  duincy,  in  a 
speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  the 
question  for  adopting  Louisiana  into  the  Union  as 
a  State  was  before  that  body,. said,  "If  this  bill 
'  passes,  it  is  my  most  deliberate  opinion,  that  it  is 
'  virtually  a  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  that  it  will 
^  free  the  States  from  their  moral  obligation ;  and, 
<  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the  duty 
'  of  some,  to  nrepare  for  a  separation^  amicably  if 
'  we  can,  violently  if  we  must"  This  gentleman 
was  called  to  order,  and  he  replied, "  if  he  waspe- 
*  vented  from  this  argument,  he  should  lose  naif 
'  his  speech."  This  same  Mr.  Cluincy  has  been  a 
member  of  one  of  your  resolving  committees^  the 
other  day,  to  show  the  expediency  of  pirohibiting 
slavery  in  this  desirable  country.  This  is  the  wav 
gentlemen  change  their  opinions,  when  they  wisn 
to  change  their  policy. 

It  was  his  duty,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  notice  the  dota- 
tion in  the  State  of  New  York  on  this  subject. 
Two  gentlemen,  of  high  standing,  had  declared, 
diat  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  United  States 
as  slavery.  The  Governor  of.  that  great  and  re- 
spectable State  had  brought  it  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  his  official  speech.  He  had  painted  slavery 
in  tne  most  odious  colors.  He  represents  it  as  a 
moral  and  political  evU  of  the  first  magnitude,  and 
earnestly  recommends  the  expression  oi  their  sense 
upon  it.  He  recognised  the  power  of  the  people 
in  their  primary  assonUies,  town  meeting  con- 
ventions, and  up  to  the  municipal  authorities  of 


cities  and  villages,  and  so  forth,  up  to  members  of 
Ckmgress.  Sir,  ^e  people  have  a  right  peaceably 
to  assemble^  and  to  petition  the  Government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances;  but  a  grievance  must  actually 
exist  To  petition  for  a  repress  of  ipevances,  and 
to  direct  Congress  in  their  legislation,  were  very 
difierent  things.  This  power  of  petitioniDg  is  re- 
served by  the  first  article  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  But,  by  the  tenth  article  of  the 
amendment,  wherever  the  power  to  leffislate  is 
given  to  Congress,  the  power  of  the  peopte  ceases. 
These  primary  assemblies  were  therefore  without 
legitimate  powers.  They  could  be  made  to  serve 
party  purposes,  but  they  had  no  business  with  le- 
gislation, nor  were  we  bound  to  respect  them. 
Were  we  to  listen  to  the  resolves  of  thoe  primary 
aissemblies,  what  would  be  the  result?  And  what 
would  be  the  energv  and  dienity  of  your  Govern- 
ment 1  It  would  be  a  shadow ;  it  would  not  be 
worth  the  name  of  a  government. 

Thev  would  promote  the  views  of  some  ambi- 
tious cnief,  and,  like  the  jprsetorean  gnards  of  the 
Romans,  finally  take  the  Government  in  their  own 
hands,  or  bestow  it  on  the  highest  bidder.  When 
an  ambitious  Roman  aspired  to  office,  he  elec- 
tioneered through  this  medium.  And  are  we  prac- 
tising corruption  in  our  infancy?  Under  this  sys- 
tem, every  member  was  to  appear  here  with  orders 
in  his  pocket,  from  those  primary  assemblies ;  and 
they  were  to  dictate  to  jou  b)[  resolves,  widiout  a 
single  reason  presented  tor  their  foundation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Otis)  had  commenced  his  speech  by  telling 
us  that  he  had  voted  last  year  agamst  the  restric- 
tion, and  he  intended  now  to  speak  against  it; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  should  vote  again  as 
he  did  Last  year,  if  some  concesaons  were  made. 
That  hononble  gentleman  had  showed  his  dislike 
to  Missouri^  unless  you  restrict  slavery.  Without 
this  condition  annexed,  he  should  be  glad  to  see 
the  Mississippi  running  with  liauid  lava ;  and  the 
forests  inhabited  by  noUiing  but  bears  and  pandiers. 
This  is  the  language  of  that  ffentleman.  Mr.  S. 
could  account  for  this  unkind  sentiment,  which 
carried  neither  conviction  nor  reason  with  it,  upon 
no  other  grounds  than  those  which  he  had  frirmaied 
from  his  exordium ;  which  were,  that  he  intended 
to  speak  on  one  side  and  vote  on  the  other.  Tak- 
ing this  view  of  it,  you  can  reconcile  the  argument, 
and  as  his  speaking  has  been  manifestly  against 
Missouri,  we  might  fairly  hope  that  he  intended 
to  vote  against  the  restriction. 

This  ^ndeman  had  made  a  case  which  he  con- 
sidered, m  principle,  as  parallel  to  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, and  by  which  he  conceived  he  had  ftdly  il- 
lustrated this  great  political  question.  He  says, 
<<  suppose  a  man  has  a  numo!»  of  sons,  and  a 

*  nepnew;  he  gives  to  the  sons  each  an  equal  por- 
'  tion,  or  lot  of  land,  and  promises  the  nephew  to 
'  give  him  a  lot,  but  makes  no  title  to  him ;  after 
'  some  time  he  tells  the  nephew,  I  have  changed 
<  my  mind,  I  cannot  give  you  this  land  baton  con- 
^  dition  that  you  wiU  obligate  yourself  to  take  no 

*  dogs  there.  He  says,  why  not  take  dogs ;  they 
'  are  mine,  and  I  have  a  right  to  do  with  them  as 
'  I  please.    The  uncle  repues,  I  do  not  like  dogs, 
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'  tliey  tie  noisy,  ther  kill  aheep^  they  ran  mad,  md 

<  may  bite  me;  ana  I  will  not  give  you  the  land 

<  boton  this  condition."  Now,  says  the  gentleman, 
is  not  Mksoori  as  much  under  the  eontrol  of  Con- 
gress as  this  ffift  was  under  the  uncle? 

Sir.  said  Mr.  S.,  the  sentleman  has  been  a  law- 
yer or  the  first  respectability,  and  a  judge  of  hiffh 
standing,  in  the  State  he  represents ;  and  he  eoiud 
not  suppose  the  gentleman  could  conceive  there 
was  anf  force  in  the  analogy  which  he  had  at- 
tempted. The  cases  were  not  parallel.  Missouri 
had  a  claim  founded  in  right ;  and  had  the  uncle 


been  under  any  oUi^tion  to  make  titles,  he  could 
o  conditions  as  to  what  kind  of  prop- 
erty the  nephew*  should  hold  on  the  land.    He 


prescribe  no 


would  hare  as  much  rig[ht  to  stock  it  with  doss,  as 
he  would  to  stock  it  with  cattle  or  horses.  Here 
he  appealed  to  the  Imd  judgment  of  that  honorable 
gentleman,  to  say  if  he,  Mr.  S.^  was  not  correct. 
As  a  sound  lawyer,  he  defied  him  to  negatire  the 
position. 

Sir,  that  honorable  ^^tleman,  whose  mind  and 
eloquence  had  so  often  illumined  and  delighted  this 
Senate,  seemed  to  have  fallen  far  short  of  his 
usual  greatness.  Instead  of  discussing  the  Con- 
stitutional question  with  hb  technical  abilities,  he 
had  been  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  horrid  spec- 
tacles of  Dnrs,  panthers,  the  Mississippi  rollinjg 
with  li^loid  fire,  mad  dogs,  and  hydrophobia !  This 
gentleman  haa  made  such  a  departure  from  the 
subject,  and  has  been  so  incoherent  in  his  arffu- 
ments,  if  he  had  not,  at  setting  out,  intimated  that 
he  should  speak  oneway  and  vote  the  other,  he, 
Bfr.  S..  would  have  entertained  serious  apprehen- 
sions that  the  gentleman  had  reallr  been  bit  by 
some  of  his  own  mad  dogs,  and  was  laboring  under 
the  hydrophobia. 

There  was  but  one  more  view  which  he  would 
take  of  this  case.  Much  had  been  said  of  the 
effects  of  sjavery  upon  society.  He  would  com- 
pare the  morality  of  the  slardiolding  States  with 
that  of  the  non-slareholding  States.  He  did  not 
mean  the  morality^  of  individuals,  but  he  would 
comptre  the  political  monlity  of  the  States. 
Sonu  d*  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  you  had  heard 
of  no  rebdlions,  no  insurrections,  no  delays  in  per- 
foiming  all  the  requisitions  of  the  State  and  uen- 
eral  Governments.  The  State  of  Massachusetts 
had  emancipated  what  slaves  she  had  left,  shortly 
after  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1:793.  In  three  years 
after,  they  had  a  rebellion  which  shook  the  State 
to  its  centre.  The  courts  of  justice  were  broken 
up  throughout  the  State.  The  civil  authority  was 
pot  down.  Recourse  was  ha^  to  arms,  from^  one 
end  of  the  State  to  the  other.  Battles  ensued ; 
some  were  killed,  others  wounded,  others  taken 
prisoners,  and  some  hanged,  or  rather  condemned, 
and  pardoned  by  the  Executive.  It  raged  to  such 
a  degree,  that  the  principal  citizens  had  at  one 
time  detenmned  to  make  no  efibrts  to  check  it, 
that  the  imbecility  of  a  republican  government 
might  be  fully  manifested,  and  some  government 
of  greater  energy  resorted  to.  What  t£it  Govern- 
ment would  bave  been,  he  knew  not;  but  he 
supposes  they  would  have  chosen  a  King.  This 
•Utemcnt  was  contained  in  Minot's  history  of  that 


transaction,  which  he  had  then  before  him,  and 
which  had  been  furnished  him  from  the  public 
library. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  freed  her  slaves 
in  1780.  In  January.  1791,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  under  consideration  the  subject 
of  excise.  The  L^islature  of  Pennsylvania  were 
then  in  session.  Thev  took  up  the  subject  with 
the  same  temper — ^witn  the  same  enthusiasm  and 
heat — ^whieh  they  have  so  lately  manifested  'oa 
the  Missouri  question,  and  passed  the  following 
resolutions  for  instracting  tneir  members  of  the 
Senate  to  oppose  the  measure : 

"  HousB  or  RiraBssxTATivss, 

January  88, 1791. 

The  Legislstttre  of  the  Commonwaslth,  ever  stten- 
tive  to  thr  righto  of  their  constituento,  and  eonoeiring 
it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  express  their  senti- 
mento  on  soch  matters  of  a  public  nature  as,  in  their 
opinion,  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  their  righto,  agree 
to  the  following  retolations : 

Jiuohedt  That  any  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Sutes  tending  to  the  collection  of  a  roTenue 
by  means  of  ezciae,  established  upon  principles  sub* 
▼errive  of  the  peace,  liberty,  and  righto,  of  the  dti- 
sens,  ought  to  attract  the  attention  of  this  House. 

Retohid,  That  no  public  exigency  within  the 
knowledge  or  contemplation  of  this  House,  can,  in 
their  opinion,  warrant  the  adoption  of  any  spedes  of 
taxation  which  shall  violate  those  righto  whieh  are 
the  basis  of  our  Oovernment,  and  which  would  ex- 
hibit the  singular  spectocle  of  a  nation  resolut^y  op- 
posing the  oppression  of  others,  in  order  to  enslave 
itoelC 

Resohfedt  That  these  sentimento  be  communicated 
to  the  Senators  repreaenting  the  Stoto  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  9totes,  with  a  hope  that 
they  will  oppose  every  part  of  the  excise  bill,  now 
before  the  Congress,  which  shall  miliuto  against  the 
jost  righto  and  liberties  of  the  people." 

This  was  a  high-handed  measure,  to  oppose  the 
constituted  authorities  in  this  bold  and  menacing 
form,  because  they  were  about  to  lay  a  small  duty 
on  whbkev,  that  delicious  beverage.  This  law 
was  nasseo  by  Congress,  and,  the  year  following, 
Mr.  Neville,  the  inspector  of  the  revenue,  was 
often  menaced.  At  length  thev  broke  out  intoan 
open  insurrection  in  the  neignborhood  of  Pitts- 
burg. The  public  mind  was  much  agitated.  Com* 
pames  armed  themselves,  and  marched  into  the 
neighborhood  of  the  inspector.  Brackemidffe^  in 
his  nistory  of  that  insurrection,  which  Blr.  S.  had 
in  his  hand,  gives  the  following  account: 

**  The  next  morning,  after  day-breakt  the  inspector, 
having  just  got  out  of  bed  and  opened  the  door,  dis- 
covert a  number  of  aimed  men  aboat  the  house, 
and,  demanding  of  them  who  they  were  and  wheaoe 
tbey  came,  the  answer  was  such  as  induced  him  to 
consider  their  intentions  to  be  hostile;  and,  on  refus- 
ing to  disperse,  he  fired  on  them.  •  The  firs;  was  re- 
turned* and  a  conteat  ensued.  The  negroes,  (rom 
somo  sdjoining  small  buildings,  fired  on  the  flank  of 
the  assailants,  and  they  were  repulsed  with  six 
wounded,  one  mortally."  . 

He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
this  faithful  attacimeat  of  the  slaves;  they  re- 
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pelled  the  insurceatS)  without  an  order  eren  from 
the  master.  They  wounded  six,  one  mortally. 
This  all  passed  in  Pittsborg^and  not  a  white  man 
ever  approaehed  the  scene.  The  inspector's  houses 
were  all  burned  down  the  next  day,  and  no  man 
attempted  to  oppose  thenu  These  slayes  have  pre- 
senteo  an  example  of  fidelity  and  bravery  in  de- 
fence of  their  master,  while  the  whole  population 
of  Pittsburff  were  terrified  into  submission.  He 
presented  this  for  the^iew  of  Marcus  and  his  asso- 
ciates.   It  may  serve  them  as  a  beacon. 

This  insurrection  extended  itself  over  a  great 
part  of  the  western  section  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
required  the  stronc;  arm  of  the  General  Gk)vem- 
ment  to  quell  it.  A  regular  armed  force  was  called 
out. before  its  impetuosity  could  be  checked;  an 
impetuosity  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  that 
State,  if  not  the  whole  Union.  Does  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Massachusetts  wish  those  feelings  and 
those  scenes  renewed '?  If  they  do,  the  course  they 
have  taken  mav  lead  them  directly  to  it.  The 
An^erican  people,  of  whom  it  was  nis  pride  and 
his  glory  that  he  was  one,  were  as  honest  as  any 
other  people  in  the  world,  and  only  wanted  to  be 
correctly  mformed,  to  do  justice  to  every  policy 
and  every  measure.  But  if,  under  the  misguided 
influence  of  fanaticism  and  humanity,  the  impetu- 
ous torrent  is  once  put  in  motion,  what  hand  short 
of  Omnipotence  can  stay  it  1 

New  York  has  been  a  slaveholding  State,  until 
very  lately,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word. 
The  Governor  of  New  York  recommended  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  only  three  years  aso,  to 
take  measures  for  the  emancipation  of  their  Javes. 
Two  years  ago  these  measures  were  taken ;  and, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  their 
Representatives  and  Senators  came  out  upon  this 
very  Missouri  question,  as  the  champions  of  free- 
dom :  and  that  State  has  given  as  hopeful  signs  of 
a  turbulent  temper  as  either  Pennsylvania  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, for  the  time  that  she  has  had  after 
emancipation.  What  progress  she  will  make  in 
revolutions  time  will  develope. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had  concluded  the  Senate 
a4Joumed. 


Thursday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Mbllen  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
cottpideratioa : 

JleBfhed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pott  Offico 
and  Pout  Roads  be  instraeted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  discontinuing  the  post  road  from  AIna  to 
Palermo,  and  ettabUshing  one  from  Alna  $0  Gardiner, 
in  the  District  of  Maine. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  Senate,  rraorted  a 
Dill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  Gborob 
WASBiNGToif ,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motbn  of  Mr.  Johnbok,  of  Ketttocky,  the 


Committee  on  Military  Affiura  woe  inatmcled  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  Colon^  William 
Duane,  and  for  allowing  him  a  compensation  for 
his  services  and  expoises  in  the  publication  of  his 
military  works,  under  the  direction  and  patronage 
of  the  War  Department. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  court  of  the  Western 
District  of  Virginia^"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to  the  House ; 
and  passed  to  a  third  readins. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  Martha 
Youn^  Samuel  Youngs,  and  Thomas  Youngs, 
survivinjgr  children  of  Jpsenh  Youngs,  late  of  West- 
chester, in  the  State  of  New  York,  deceased,  in 
bebalf  of  themselves  and  the  lawful  heiis  of  the 
said  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  losses 
sustained  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated 
in  the  petition';  which  was- read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb  communicated  the  f<^wing 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Df 
aware,  which  was  read : 

••  Retohed  by  the  Senate  ank  Hmue  of  Repreteni^ 
athxa  of  the  State  ofDeiawaret  tit  General  Aaoembhf 
nut.  That  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Assem- 
bly, the  ConstitttCioaal  right  of  the  United  S£stes  in 
Congress  iseeinbled«  to  enact  and  establish,  as  one  of 
the  conditions  for  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into 
the  Union,  a  provision  which  shall  efieetnally  prevent 
the  farther  introdaction  of  slavery  into  such  State : 
and  that  a  due  regard  to  the  trne  interest  of  such  fikati^ 
as  well  as  of  the  other  States,  requires  that  the  same 
should  be  done. 

Reeohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  8peaker*of  the  Senate 
to  each  of  the  Senatom  and  Reprcsentativee  from  thii 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes.*' 

Mr.  RoBEBTB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry,  wl»* 
ther  it  be  expedient  to  increase  the  number  of 
copies  of  the  Journal  afkid  State  Papers,  which 
hereafter  may  be  printed  by  order,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  submitted  the  following  order : 

<<  Ordersd,  That  hereafter  there  shJl  be  printed 
twenty-five  copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Fapets, 
in  addition  to  the  number  which  has  beca  hereto- 
fore printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate." 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  inatructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Ofi&ee  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expedienoy  of  establishing  a  certain 
post  road  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed^  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Cominittee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  protecting  certain  occupants  of  the 
public  lands,  until  the  crop  shall  have  been  made 
and  gathered ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  86th  instant  for  instracting  the  Com* 
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mittee  on  the  Pott  Office  and  Pott  Rondt  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing^  a  certain 
post  road  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
r^iort  of  the  C!ommittee  on  Pensions,  to  whran 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael  Pepper,  oi 
Preston,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying  a 
pension,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Taylor,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  mariner,  praying  a  pension,  and, 
in  concurrence  therewith,  resonred,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Warren,  and,  in 
concurrence  tnerewith,  the  petitioner  had  leaye  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  fiDWABoa  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis 
Boisson,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Piorias,  |>raying  a  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  the 
lots  in  said  yiUage ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


len,  Moiril,  Olis»  Ps2mer»  Perrott»  Rngglss,  8anftrd» 
8tokas»  Thomss,  Ticbeoor,  Van  Dyke,  Wslksr  of 
Alabama,  WUIiams  of  MiMssippi,  wd  Williams  of 
Tenrn 


On  the  question  ^  Shall  this  resolution  pass  ?"^ 
it  having  been  previously  read  a  third  time^— it  wi« 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  29,  nays  13, 
as  follows : 


AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTTTUTrON. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  resolution  proposing  an  amendmei^t  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  the  fUeotcnrs  of  the  President  and 
Vice  Pieadent  of  the  United  States^  and  the  elec- 
tion of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Slates;  and; by  unanimous  consent,  Mr. 
L1.0T0  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  clauses: 

**  That,  for  the  pqrpose  of  choosiiig  Bleotors  of  Pra- 
iident  and  Vice  Pisaidsnt  of  the  United  States,'  the 
psnons  qoahfied  to  vote  for  Raprtssntattret  in  each 
diatikt  ahall  choosy  ono  Eleetor.  The  two  additioaal 
Electorsk  to  which  each  State  is  fmtitlad,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  the  LagiaUtaie  thereof 
may  diiect" 

And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

^  That,  for  the  parpoae  of  ohooeing  Elseton  of  Pra- 
aideiit  and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  8tote%  each 
State  ihall,  by  its  Legiabtnie,  be  divided  into  a  nwn- 
ber  of  districts,  eqn^  to  the  nnmber  of  Electors  of 
Pneaidant  and  Vice  President  to  which  saeh  State 
may  be  aatitled  ;  the  district  shall  be  formed  of  ooq« 
tigaooa  territory,  and  the  penons  qaalifieJ  to  vote  for 
Representatives  in  each  district  shaU  choose  one 
Elector." 

And|  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
determmed  in  the  negative— yeas  12,  nays  30,  as 
foQows : 

TiAS^Meavs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  Qeillaid,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Trjmbls,  and  Walker  of  Georgia. 

Nato — MeasiB.  Brown,  Barrill,  Dana,  Diekeison, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hanter,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Johnson  of  Looisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  Terk,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Macon,  If  si* 


YsAs — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Bunill,  Dana,  DickerMn, 
Eaton,  Edwsrds,  Horsey,  Hvnter,  Johnson  of  Ksn- 
tneky,  Johnson  of  Lonisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lonn,  Mscon,  MeUen,  Morril, 
Otis,  Palmer,  Panott,  Pinkney,  8enlbrd,  BtoksSk 
Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of 
Missiaiippi,  and  Williams  of  Tenneieee. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bsrbonr,  Elliot,  Oaillard,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Boggles,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Wslker  of  Geovgta* 

So  it  was  JRlNoIiMd,  That  this  resolution  pass, 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  concurring. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  RnooLEs,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  would  detain 
the  Senate  but  a  short  time  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Gentlemen  or  distinguished  talents 
and  ability  have  travelled  over  the  whole  ground, 
and  but  little  now  can  be  said  that  will  throw  any 
additional  light  upon  the  question.  It  is  admitted 
upon  all  sides  to  be  a  question  of  great' interest 
and  importance,  and  one  that  involves  the  present 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  nation,  as  well  as.  its 
future  prosperity  and  tranquillity. 

Mr.  K.  said  ne  sincerely  regretted  the  course  the 
Senate  had  adopted  in  regard  to  uniting  the  two 
bills,  l^ht  admission  of  Main&  and  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  authorize  the  people  or  Missouri  to  form 
for  themselves^  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, are  distinct  questions,  and  involve  distinct 
considerations.  They  have  not  progressed  to  the 
same  point.  They  are  not  in  the  same  stage  of 
legislation.  The  people  of  Maine  have  met  in  conr 
vention  and  formed  their  constitution,  and  it  is  now 
presented  to  Congress  for  their  acceptance.  The 
only  question  is,  will  Congress  admit  her  into  the 
Union,  or  shall  her  application  be  rejected  1  No 
objections  are  made,  no  reasons  are  assigned,  why 
Maine  should  not  be  admitted  a  member  of  the 
American  Union.  Not  so  with  Missouri;  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  authorize  her  to  form  a  constitution, 
requires  much  legislation  and  detail,  and  ought  to 
he  examined  carefully.  Hence,  the  incompata-^ 
bility  of  uniting  them.  The  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union  is  a  solemn  act ;  it  ought  to 
stand  or  fall  by  its  own  merits,  and  not  depend  for 
its  support  upon  any  management  or  adventitious 
aid. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  pre- 
sents at  this  stage  or  the  bill  the  only  topic  of  dis- 
cussion. The  amendment  provides  '^that  the 
'  further  introduction  into  the  said  State  of  per- 

*  sons  to  be  held  to  slavery  or  involuntary  servi- 

*  tude,  within  the  same,  shall  be  absolutely  and 

*  irrevocably  prohibited.'^  The  principle  contained 
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in  the  amendment  is  a  humane  and  salutary  one, 
and  ought  to  be  incorporated  into  erery  system  of 
govemment  established  amone  men ;  but  more 
particularly  in  the  formation  of  a  new  member  of 
this  great  Confederacy.  It  is  clearly  authorized 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  has  been  sanctioned  by  a  uniform 
and  uninterrupted  course  of  legislation. 

Before  he'  proceeded  to  the  Constitutional  ex- 
amination of  this  subject,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  express  his  astonishment  and  surprise 
at  the  sentiments  and  opinions  advanced  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  CibolinajWho  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  yesterday.  That  gentleman 
justified  slavery  on  the  broadest  principles,  without 
qualification  or  reserve.  This  was  taking  entirely 
new  g]:ound;  it  was  going  farther  than  he  had 
ever  heard  any  gentleman  go  before.  Heretofore, 
in  discussions  upon  this  subject^  ^(laverv  had  not 
been  considered  as  a  matter  of  right,  out  as  an 
evil;  a  misfortune  entailed  upon  the  country,  for 
which  no  complete  remedy  could  be  suggested. 
But  we  are  referred  fot  a  justification  of  the  prin- 
ciple, to  Athens,  Sparta^  and  Rome.  Because 
tneyhad  slaves,  and  subjected  a  portion  of  their 
fellow-creatures  to  unconditional  bondage,  it  is 
contended  that  our  countrvmen  are  iustifi^  in  fol- 
lowing their  example.  Mr.  R.  said  he  hoped  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  mankind  were  better  under- 
stood in  the  present  age,  than  at  any  former  period 
of  which  history  giyes  any  account.  The  (jrreeks 
and  Romans  made  slaves  of  their  prisoners  taken 
in  war,  but  that  barbarous  practice  had  long  been 
exploded,  and  prisoners  are  now  entitled  to,  and 
do  receive,  mild  and  lenient  treatment ;  and  on 
conclusion  of  hostilities,  are  all  restored  to  liberty. 
It  is  said  also,  that  God's  chosen  people,  the  Israel- 
ites, were  held  in  bondage  to  the  Egyptians,  and 
that,  too.  by  the  permission  of  the  Almighty  him- 
self. Tnis  authority  in  sum>ort  of  slavery,  is  an 
unfortunate  one.  Instead  ofjustiiying  it,  the  con- 
trary inference  is  irresistible.  The  Divine  dis- 
l^easive  was  most  si^ally  manifested  against  the 
Kgyntians  for  their  sms  in  oppressing  and  enslav- 
ing the  Israelites.  Successive  judgments  fell  upon 
them,  until  they  were  compelled  to  give  up  and 
release  those  unfortunate  sufferers.  Mr.  R.  said 
he  hoped  the  same  judgments  would  not  be  reserv- 
ed to  scourge  our  own  countrymen. 

The  que$tion  of  the  ri^ht  of  human  slavery,  ab- 
stractly considered,  admits  of  no  dispute.  It  can- 
not be justtfiea.  The  right  to  hold  them  results 
from  the  laws  of  civil  society,  by  the  exercise  of 
arbitrarjr  powers,  and  not  from  the  laws  of  nature. 
It  is  a  vicnation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Republican  Government,  and  repu^ant  to  the 
great  and  essential  rights  contained  m  the  Decla- 
tion  of  Independence ;  rights  which  ought  always 
to  be  adhered  to  in  establisning  the  foundations  of^a 
new  community. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  disturb 
the  Question  as  relates  to  States  -who  are  now 
members  of  the  Union,  and  whose  laws  and  con- 
stitutions reco^nisie  this  species  of  property.  Those 
rights  are  to  be  held  sacred — ^they  must  remain 
undisturbed.     The  framers  of  the  Constitution 


have  settled  those  principles  in  the  spirit  of  com- 
promise, and  all  theparties  to  the  Federal  compact 
are  bound  by  it.  But.  on  the  question  of  admit- 
ting new  States  into  the  Union,  the  case  is  open ; 
Congress  may  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  not  in- 
compatible with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 
It  will  now  be  my  opject  to  show  that  this  right 
does  exist  in  Congress,  and  that  restrictions  and 
limitations  of  various  characters  have  been  im- 
posed upon  the  new  States  that  have  heretofore 
oeen  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  third  article  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Constitution  provides,  that  '^  new  States  may  be 
'  admitted,  by  the  Congress,  into  this  Union ;  but 

*  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within 
^  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State 
'  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 

<  without  the  consent  of  the  L^:islatures  of  the 
'  States  concerned^  as  well  as  of  Congress.^    This 

Sant  of  power  is  full,  perfect,  and  complete.  That 
on^ress  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union, 
certainly, implies  that  Congress  may  exercise  its 
sovereign  discretion  oh  the  subject.  The  clause 
is  not  imperative ;  it  may  admit,  or  it  may  recuse 
to  admit.  Congress  has  a  right  to  judge  at  what 
time  it  may  be  expedient  and  proper  to  exercise 
their  authority,  ana  grant  the  privily  to  a  Terri- 
tory to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  It  has 
also  a  right  to  prescribe  the  terms,  provided  those 
terms  are  compatible  with  the  Constitution,  and 
do  not  violate  any  of  the  essential  rights  of  sover- 
eignty. It  is  not  a  lawful  exercise  of  sovereignty, 
in  the  formation  of  a  new  society,  to  make  one- 
half  the  population  slaves — it  is  usurpation  and  ty- 
ranny. Liawful  sovereignty  in  a  Republic  consists 
in  securing  the  rights  and  hberties  ot  all,  not  in  the 
destruction  and  utter  annihilation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  one-half.  Cdnmss  may  then  say  to  a 
Territory,  as  a  condition  other  admission  into  the 
Union,  you  shall  provide,  irrevocably,  that  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  whole  people  shall  be 
respected ;  and  if  this  is  not  done,  admission  may 
be  refused.  The  time  has  not  arrived  when  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  admit.  ^  Congress  is  authorized  to  estab- 

*  lish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  unifonn 
'  laws  on  thesubject  of  bankruptcies,  throughout  the 
*■  United  States."  In  the  mnt  of  these  powers,  is 
there  no  room  left  for  legi&don?  Must  Congress 
adopt  precisely  the  same  laws  on  this  subject,  that 
other  nations,  or  *  some  of  ihe  States  had  before 
adopted  ?  Is  there  no  opportunity  for  discretion, 
for  alteration,  or  detail  ?  Such  a  course  of  reason- 
ing would  be  absurd — ^it  would  find  no  advocates. 
Yet  it  would  be  equally  correct  and  plausiUe,  with 
the  reason  assigned  against  the  restriction  offered. 

Having  established  the  riffht  of  Congress  to  im- 

Kse  the  condition  contained  in  the  amendments, 
r.  R.  said,  he  would  introduce  other  clauses  oi 
the  Constitution,  to  show  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  framers  ot  that  instrument  to  vest  Congress 
with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  extension  of 
slavery,  beyond  the  States  in  which  it  was  then 
tolerated.  ^'  The  mimtion  or  importation  of  sach 
'  persons  as  any  of  3ie  States  now  existing  shall 

<  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
'  the  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
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'  hundred  and  dght."  It  must  be  admitted  that 
this  clause  is  negative  in  its  character,  and  confers 
no  power  whatever.  It  is  a  prohibition,  for  a  lim- 
ited time,  of  the  exercise  of  other  powers,  with 
which  Congress  are  invested  1^  the  Constitution. 
"  Congress  may  regulate  commerce  with  forei^ 
nations^  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes."  Slaves  were  an  article  of  com- 
merce, and  their  introduction  into  the  United 
States  might  have  been  prohibited  immediately 
on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  had  not  thu 
power  been  suspended  until  the  year  1808,  by  the 
operation  of  the  clause  above  quoted.  But  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  Congress  was  lefl  free  and 
untrammelled  with  reoard  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  State  that  mifht  be  created 
out  of  them  before  the  year  1808.  The  clause  ap- 
plies to  the  States  then  existing,  not  to  any  that 
were  afterwards  to  exist.  The  State  of  Ohio  was 
admitted  in  1802.  Congress  would  have  had  full 
power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  as  an 
article  of  commerce  before  the  year  1808,  if  slavery 
had  not  been  absolutely  prohibited  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  From  this  it  manifestly  appears  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  those  who  made  tne  Constitu- 
tion, to  confine  slavery  to  the  States  then  existing, 
and  forever  to  prohibit  it  in  the  territories  or  States 
that  might  be  formed  out  of  them,  or  else  the  pro- 
hibition would  have  extended  to  tnem  also. 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  would  be  his  object  now  to  show 
that  it  had  been  the  constant  practice  of  Congress 
to  impose  similar  restrictions  .upon  new  States, 
when  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  right  of 
Congress  to  do. so,  had  never  been  Questioned  or 
douKed.  The  amendment  now  ofiered,  which 
prohibits  the  further  introduction  of  slaves  in  Mis- 
souri, is  not  starting  a  new  principle,  or  occupying 
new  ground — ^it  is  only  following  the  beaten  tracx 
of  former  legislation.  The  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illmois,  stand  upon  the  same  footing ; 
nothing  is  required  of  Missouri  but  what  was  re- 
quired of  those  States,  as  a  condition  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  Th^  were  required  to 
form  their  constitutions  in  conformity  with  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  which  ordinance  irrevocably  pro- 
hibited slavery  and  involuntary  servitude.  How 
do  gentlemen  set  along  with  this  ordinance^  and 
the  practice  which  has  grown  up  under  it.  They 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  an  usurpation,  an  un- 
authorized assumption  of  power,  having  no  oblig- 
atory force  whatever.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  such  doctrines  advanced  upon  this 
floor.  Let  gentlemen  beware  how  they  break  up 
and  destroy  the  new  governments  of  the  West ; 
they  are  all  bottoined  upon  this  ordinance ;  it  is  the 
strong  hold  of  our  civu  polity  and  private- rights. 
This  ordinance  has  been  to  the  people  of  the  North- 
western territory  a  rule  of  action — a  guide  to  direct 
their  course — "a  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire 
by  night."  The  Israelites  of  old  could  not  have 
been  more  prosperous  in  settling  their  favorite  Ca- 
naan, under  the  immediate  government  of  God 
himself,  than  have  been  the  people  of  that  country 
under  the  jprinciples  of  this  ordinance.  Twenty 
years  ago  there  were  scarcely  tweiity  thousand  in- 
nabitants  in  that  portion  of  country  now  constitut- 


ing the  State  of  Ohio;  at  this  time  their  number 
is  swelled  to  more  than  half  a  million.  What 
country  can  boast  an  equal  increase  of  population 
in  the  same  period  of  time  ? 

A  few  remarks  only  will  show  that  this  ordi- 
nance is  not  an  usurpation,  but  that  the  Old  Con"- 
gress  had  full  power  to  pass  it.  The  Old  Confess 
were,  by  the  articles  of  Confederation,  authorized 
tQ  make  requisitions  upon  the  several  States  for 
men  to  prosecute  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and 
for  money  to  pay  them.  Without  this  authority 
the  progress  of  resistance  must  have  stopped  in  its 
course,  and  the  best  hopes  of  the  patriot  failed. 
The  more  efiectually  to  accomplish  this  object,  and 
to  provide  funds  to  continue  the  war,  and  meet 
their  engagements  to  the  soldiers,  ^^a  resolution 
^  was  pwed  on  the  6th.  day  of  September,  1780, 
'  recommending  to  the  several  States  in  the  Union, 
'  having  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriated  lands 
^  in  the  Western  country,  a  liberal  cession  to  the 
'  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their  respective 
'  claims,  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  union." 
In  a  few  vears  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 
Vir^^inia,  New  York,  and  Connecticut,  made  formal 
cessions  of  their  claims  to  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  articles  of  Confederation 
authorized  Qonffress  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Confederacy.  Ci  pursuance  of  that  authority  this 
celebrated  ordinance  was  passed,  which  divided 
the  territory  into  States,  to  be.  admitted  members 
of  the  Confederacy,  as  soon  as  they  should  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  inhabitants.  Regulations  were 
made  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands,  to  raise  funds 
to  pay  the  debts  and  meet  the  engagements  of  the 
nation.  What  power  can  be  more  clearly  traced? 
Was  authority  ever  exercised  in  a  case  less  suscep- 
tible of  doubt? 

Amonff  the  permanent  articles  of  that  ordinance 
is  the  following :  ^'  There  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  territory, 
othowise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereoi 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convictea."  This 
was  a  prudent  civil  regulation,  adopted  under  the 
influence  of  those  great  principles  of  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  man  for  which  the  country  had  beoi 
so  signally  contending.  The  benefits  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  trisu  by  jury,  and  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  religious  opimon&^w^f^  &11  secured  to 
the  people  of  the  territory.  When  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  adopted,  a  clause 
was  inserted,  that  "  all  debts  contracted,  and  en- 
CMements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  agamst  the 
United  States,  under  this  Constitution,  as  under 
the  Confederation."  The  first  Congress  that  con- 
vened under  Uie  Constitution  recognised  this 
ordinance  as  havin|g  obligatory  force,  and  passed 
a  law  to  continue  its  operation,  and  adapt  it  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Every  subse- 
quent Legislature,  down  to  the  present  tim^  has 
considered  it  a  legitimate  exercise  of  sovereignty 
on  the  part  of  Uie  Old  Congress.  It  is  now,  for 
the  first  time,  disturbed,  ana  its  authority  called 
in  question. 

Admit,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  principle  now  con- 
tended for  1^  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
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of  the  question,  is  correct,  and  w&at  is  the  result  ? 
AH  contracts  made  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  under  the  authority  of  the  ordinance, 
and  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  must 
be  null  and  roid.  rnrchasers  hare  no  valid  title; 
the  right  and  security  in  which  they  trusted  are 
taken  from  under  them,  and  tfaev  become  the  mis- 
erable victims  of  a  misguided  policy. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  dwell  no  longer  upon  the 
ordinance,  but  proceed  to  an  examination  of  some 
of  the  principles  contained  in  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Committee.  There  were 
propositions  in  that  amendment  that  equally  vio- 
kte  and  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the  contemplated 
State  of  Missouri  with  that  for  tbe  exclusion  of 
da  very.  These  excite  no  alarm :  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  sumorted  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite side.  Mr.  R.  said  he  alluded  to  that  part  of 
uie  amendment  reported  by  the  committee,  which 
prohibits  the  ncfw  State  of  Missouri  from  taxing 
the  public  lands  for  five  years  after  they  are  sold ; 
the  lands  granted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  War, 
for  a  limited  time ;  and  the  levying  of  a  tax  or 
toll  on  the  >  people,  who  may  use  the  navigable 
streams,  and  the  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
within  the  said  State. 

One  of  the  most  important  attributes  of  sover- 
eignty is  the  power  of  taxation.  Without  this 
power  no  Gkivemment  can  sustain  itself;  it  is  the 
life-Uood  of  its  existence.  Yet  gentlemen  who 
say  we  cannot  restrict  Missouri,  with  regard  to 
the  holding  of  slaves,  support  the  neavier  and  more 
important  restrictions  in  the  power  of  taxation. 

It  may  be  contended  that  this  is  an  agreement 
between  Congress  and  the  new  State,  and  operates 
in  the  nature  of  a  compact,  for  which  there  is  an 
equivalent  given.  If  so,  the  case  is  not  altered. 
A  compact  can  be  made  on  the  subject  of  exclud- 
ing slavery  as  well  as  that  of  taxation.  The  prin- 
ciples are  the  same,  and  no  human  ingenuity  can 
separate  them. 

It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 
when  a  new  State  is  admitted  into  tne  Union, 
that  she  possesses  the  same  sovereignty  that  any 
of  the  ola  States  possess,  and  that  any  power  ex- 
ercised by  the  old  States,  may  be  exercised  by  the 
new  States.  No  restrictions  can  be  imposed,  no 
compact  can  be  made  with  them.  This  assertion 
is  at  war  with  the  uniform  proceeding  of  Con- 
gress on  the  admission  of  new  States ;  it  is  at  war 
with  the  very  provisions  of  the  bill^and  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration.  The  L^islature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  has  imposed,  and  col- 
lects a  tax  of  one  dollar  on  each  person  sailing  in 
the  steamboats  between  New  York  and  Albany  ; 
yet  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
provides,  "  that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navi- 
gable rivers  and  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as 
'well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State  as  to 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any 
tax.  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by  the 
said  State."  Then  it  is  evident  that  New  York 
is  exercising  a  rijght,  of  which  right  you  deprive 
Blissouri.  Again,  the  site  of  Fort  Fayette,  in 
Pennsylvania,  owned  by  the  General  Goyemment, 


is  regularly  taxed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
and  the  money  to  defray  the  same  is  annually 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  o(  the  United  States ; 
while  you  restrict  Missouri,  not  only  from  taxing 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  but  for  five  years 
after  they  have  been  sold  to  individtmls.  You  go 
further;  you  propose  to  restrict  Missouri  fnnn 
taxing  the  lands  of  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
for  a  term  of  years  afte  the  patents  have  been 
granted.  How  do  gentlemen  reconcile  those  pro- 
visions in  the  amendment  with  the  princMes  Vbxj 
advance?  They  cannot  be  reconcil<^.  it  seems 
«s  though  gentlemen  are  willing  to  impose  any 
itetriction  upon  Missouri,  except  that  of  the  fur- 
ther introduction  of  slavery. 

It  is  said,  tbat  the  navigable  streams  and  the  pub- 
lic lands  are  extra-territorial,  and  that  the  States 
have  no  right  to  impose  any  tax  upon  the  use  of 
the  streams  or  upon  the  lands.  If  thi^t  be  tiie  fiict, 
why  is  it  made  an  indispensable,  irrevocable  con- 
dition with  every  new  Slate  that  is  admitted  into 
the  Union,  that  they  shall  not  exercise  this  power, 
in  consideration  of^  which  you  agree  to  give  the 
States  certain  benefits  and  privileges  ?  What !  re- 
quire the  States  to  renounce  a  power  they  do  not 
possess,  and  make  a  formal  compact  with  them  on 
the  subject]    Such  would  be  singular  legislation. 

The  cases  before  cited,  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania^ show  that  the  power  of  taxation  does  re- 
side in  the  States,  and  that  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States  has  acquiesced  in  the  exercise  of  the 
same.  Mr.  R.  said  his  only  object  was,  to  riiow 
that  Congress  had  the  same  right  to  restrict  tbe 
further  introduction  of  slavery  in  die  new  State,  as 
to  make  any  other  restrictions  whatever,  and  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  point  of  principle. 

When  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  wa«  required,  in  addition  to  the  usual  restric- 
tions upon  the  new  States,  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
excepted,  to  transact  and  record  her  legislative 
and  judicial  proceedings  in  English,  and  secure  to 
her  citizens  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  All  ^ese 
are  violations  of  her  soverdgnty,  if  tne  arguments 
advanced  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  are  correct. 

Mr.  R.  said,  gentlemen  have  referred  us  to  the 
treaty  with  France,  ceding  the  Louisiana  country 
to  the  United  States,  and  say,  by  the  stipulations 
of  that  treaty,  Congress  are  precluded  nrom  ma- 
king any  reu^ulation  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Upon  a  caretul  examination  of  that  treaty  it  will 
be  found,  that  such  a  construction  is  not  warranted 
by  the  language  of  it.  The  third  article  declares 
^  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall 
*  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  tZnited 
^  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 


<  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained 

*  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 

*  liberty,  property,  and  the  reliion  which  they 

*  profess,"  The  last  clause  can  have  no  ap|dica- 
tion  to  the  inhabitants  of  "that  country  any  longer 
than  while  they  remain  under  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment ;  and  if  it  did,  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  pre- 
vent any  regulation  Congress  mi^t  think  proper  to 


285 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


286 


Jaroabt,  1880. 


^xCHRVMlvl^  v^  JDflWMv  fllMv  jMNOSFVk 


SnrATs. 


make,  as  to  the  future  aoqaisition  of  sueh  property. 
And  will  any  one  pretend  thlBit  the  former  part  of 
the  ckme,  in  anyway  interferes  with  the  orainary 
discretion  of  Oongress  in  the  admission  of  new 
States  oat  of  the  territory?  It  most  hare  been 
transferred,  with  the  nnderstanding  by  the  eontract- 
ing  parties,  that  the  peoi^e  of  that  territory  were  to 
have  no  more  ^  right8,adTantages,  and  immonitieaL" 
than  were  poescsed  hj  the  people  of  the  North- 
western Territory.  Tnere  Congress  had  a  right, 
and  did  ezercise  the  right  of  excluding  slaTery. 
Had  the  treatr  intended  to  secure  to  the  peojrfe  of 
that  country  tne  privileffe  of  holding  slayes,  there 
would  haye  been  a  stipiuation  in  express  terms  se- 
curing it  to  them. 

On  the  subject  of  ceding  territory  to  the  United 
States  there  nas  beoi  an  uniform  practice,  a  sort 
of  ebmmon  Ittw.  by  reference  to  whi^h,  we  shall 
obtain  some  lignt.  Whenever  a  cession  is  made, 
and  it  is  intended  by  the  contracting  parties  that 
akrery  should  be  tolerated  in  the  ceded  territory,  it 
has  been  expressly  mentioned,  and  a  clause  inserted 
proTidinfi^  that  Con^press  should  not  exercise  the 
power  of  excluding  it.  Such  was  the  case  of  the 
cession  by  Nor^  Carolina  of  her  western  territory, 
which  now  constitutes  the  flourishing  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. It  was  an  express  condition  on  the  part  of 
Nordi  Carolina,  when  the  transfer  was  made, 
'^  that  no  regulations  made,  or  to  be  made  by  Con- 
gress, slnll  tend  to  emancipate  slaves.^  In  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  apd  the  State  of  Gfeorgia,  ceding  that  por- 
tion of  country  which  now  composes  the  States  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama^  'it  is  provided  that  the 
ordinance  of  Consress  of  1787,  should  extend  to 
the  said  territory,  that  article  only  excepted  which 
excludes  slavery. 

The  foregoing  cessions  of  North  Carolina  and 
Groorgia  serve  to  explain  what  Were  the  views  of 
our  statesmen  of  the  Constitution  at  that  time. 
The  provisions  made  to  prevent  Conj^ress  from  ex- 
ercising the  right  is  an  irresistible  inference  that 
the  right  existi^,  and  that  the  parties  so  consid- 
ered it. 

In  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  to 
the  United  States,  no  such  provision  was  made. 
Congress  was  there  left  free  to  exercise  its  discre- 
tion. The  ordinance  was  immediately  passed,  ex- 
eluding  slavery,  and  the  first  Congress  under  the 
Constitution  recognised  the  ordinance  by  a  legis- 
lative act ;  and,  when  the  States  were  admitted 
into  the  Union  from  that  territory,  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  was  made  an  indispensable  condition. 
The  States  from  the  South,  idiere  slavery  is  tol- 
erated, all  concurred  in  the  several  measures  of 
prohibiting  the  further  extension  of  -slavery,  and 
no  question  of  the  right  to  do  so  has  ever  been 
made  until  the  present  time.  If  such  has  been  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
why  do  not  ^e  same  rules  and  principles  apply  to 
the  Louisiana  country  ?  The  language  in  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  to  the  rights 
of  its  citizens  and  the  future  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  is  much  stronffer  than  that  usea  in  the 
Louisiana  treaty.  The  act  of  cession  declares 
that  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the  territory 


shall  have  the  same  ^  rights  of  freedom,  sovermn- 
ty,  and  independence,  as  the  original  States."  Tne 
Louisiana  treaty  provides  that  ^*  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities  of  citizens  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States."  If  Congress  had  the  power  to  exclude 
slayerv  from  the  Northwestern  Territory — and, 
Mr.  K.  said,  he  believed  that  it  had  been  clearly 
shown  that  the^  had — ^no  doubt  whateyer  could 
exist  on  the  subject  as  it  relates  to  the  country  be- 
yond the  Mississippi.  Not  a  wold  was  said  con- 
cerning slaves.  It  it  had  been  the  intention  of 
the  n^otiators  of  that  treaty,  to  have  secured  the 
people  forever  in  the  eiyoyment  and  acquisition 
of  that  species  of  property,  they  would  have  in- 
serted a  clause  on  the  subject  similar  to  those  in 
the  cessions  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

On  the  expediency  of  preventing  the  further  ex- 
tension of  Slavery,  there  ought  to  be  but  one  opin- 
ion. Confine  it  to  the  States  where  it  exists,  and 
let  every  exertion  bd  made  by  the  whole  country 
to  tnitigate  its  evils.  The  partial  relief  that  would 
be  given  by  extending  it  over  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  'country  beyond  the  Mississippi  would 
be  temporaij.  The  future  safety  and  happiness  of 
this  RepuUic  depends  upon  populating  the  West- 
em  States  with  free  people.  The  voice  of  policy 
and  humanity  dictates  such  a  course. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  that 
the  ffendemen  opposed  to  restriction  are  also  op- 
posed to  slavery.^  He  has  alluded  to  Virginia  m 
language  of  the  highest  eulogy.  It  is  said,  she  has 
been  exposed  to  suvery  in  all  its  forms,  and  tiiat 
the  acts  of  her  State  government  and  the  opinions 
of  her  distinguished  men  have  beeti  uniform  on 
this  subject.  Mr.  R.  said  he  waswiBing  to  admit 
that  Virginia  had  done  much  in  opposition  to 
slavery,  and  that  she  was  entitled  to  great  praise 
and  consideration  for  the  zeal  wi^  which  sne  re- 
sisted the  corrupt  powers  of  the  Kings  and  Parlia- 
ments of  Ghreat  Britain,  when  they  authorized  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  polony.  This  op- 
position will  for  ever  remain  a  proud  memorial  of 
ner  principles  and  her  humanity.  It  shows  in 
deep-toned  language  her  abhorrence  of  this  abomi- 
nable trafiic.  1  regret,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  she  does 
not  follow  up  her  principles,  and  act  consistently 
with  herself.  She  has  it  in  her  pjower  to  prevent 
other  States  from  being  cursed  with  the  same  ca- 
lamities of  vrhich  she  so  loudly  complains.  Let 
her  present  statesmen  now  do  for  the  territory  be- 
yona  the  Mississippi,  what  her  former  statesmen 
nave  done  for  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio.  This  day's  legislation  is  not  to  perish  with 
us — it  is  to  endure  for  centuries.  Millions  of  pos- 
terity are  to  be  benefitted  or  injured  by  it.  Let  us 
open  the  vista  of  futurity,  and  look  at  Missouri 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  hence.  Instead  of  behold- 
ing a  free  popuktion,  industrious,  rich,  and  happy, 
you  will  perhaps  see  a  majority  of  slaves,  restless 
under  oppression, spreading  alarm  and  terror  among 
her  people.  It  is  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil— they 
must  submit  to  their  misfortunes,  whatever  they 
may  be.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  a&k,  if  they  could 
attribute  their  misfortunes  to  the  arbitrary  edicts 
of  a  British  King,  or  to  the^corrupt  acts  of^a  Brit- 
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ish  Parliament  1  No.  sir,  they  will  trace  the  source 
of  their  evils  to  this  body,  to  the  Consress  of  the 
United  States — ^the  recorded  rotes  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  nation  are  to  fix  their  destinies  forever. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  nothing  at  heart  hut  the  in- 
terest and  prosperity  of  Missouri,  and  the  great  and 
permanent  interest  of  all  the  United  States.  The 
welfare  ^nd  future  prospects  of  that  country  are 
connected  with  the  future  destinies  of  Ohio,  We 
must  stand  and  prosper  together,  or  perish  in  one 
common  ruin.  We  mhabit  the  great  valley  of  the 
West — ^we  belong  to  the  family  of  the  Mississippi. 
Our  latitude,  pursuits,  productions,  and  market,  are 
the  same  j  nature  has  identified  our  interests ;  and, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  hoped  that  no  misguided  policy  or 
mistaken  views  would  ever  separate  them. 

It  is  said  that  the  people  of  Missouri  vrill  not 
submit  to  the  restriction,  should  it  be  incorporated 
into  the  law.  Mr.  R.  said,  on  that  subject  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  He  said  lie  well 
knew  the  intelligoice,  enterprise,  and  adventurous 
spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory ;  but  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  believe  that  tnose  high 
qualities  could  ever  be  brought  into  action  in  op- 
position to  the  laws  of  the  land.  They  would  pre- 
fer that  happy  and  tranquil  state  of  society,  where 
the  '<  law  is  atx)ve  the  people,  and  not  the  people 
above  the  law." 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention, at  the  commencement  of  this  discussion, 
to  have  taken  any  part  in  the  debate.  But,  «aici 
he,  positions  have  been  assumed^  and  ai^uments 
advanced,  which  have  produced  m  me  a  desire  to 
submit  a  few  observations  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  adopt  the  proposed  amendment — 
in  doing  which,  I  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, to  a,void  the  arguments  which  have  been 
lurgea  by  the  advocates  of  this  power.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island^  (Mr.  Burrill  j  and 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,) 
have  left  nothing  to  be  added  on  some  branches  of 
this  subject.  I  do  not,  however,  exactly  concur 
in  all  their  views. 

In  expounding  the  Federal  Constitution,  it  b 
moper  to  examme  the  nature  of  the  State  and 
Federal  Gjovernments;  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  instituted;  the  principles  upon  which  they 
were  established,  and  the  compacts  or  constitu- 
tions by  which  they  were  created ;  and  the  inten- 
tion ofthe  parties  may  be  further  discovered  from 
that  period  of  our  history.  But  little  aid  can  be 
derived  from  the  history  of  other  countries.  The 
political  institutions  of  the  ancients  were  founded 
m  fraud  or  force,  and  varied  to  suit  the  views  of 
ambition ;  to  increase  and  perpetuate  the  power  of 
the  rulers;  personal  rights  were  not  secured  nor 
political  rights  properly  understood.  Where  the 
forms  of  compact  have  been  assumed,  they  have 
been  between  the  governors  and  the  governed;  be- 
tween a  king  and  a  privileged  order,  or  between  a 
king  and  a  privileged  order  of  the  one  part,  and 
the  people  of  the  ouer;  or  they  have  been  treaties 
of  alliance,  ofiensive  and  defensive,  between  un- 
equal States  possessing  different  forms  of  govern- 
ment. The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
shown  the  first  example  to  the  world  of  a  people, 


in  their  individual  capacity,  and  with  an  equality 
of  political  rights,  forming  with  each  other  com- 
pacts to  organize  society,  and  to  determine  the 
principles  and  prescribe  tke  rules  by  which  the 
people  should  govern  themselves. 

We  have  derived  our  language  and  many  of 
our  habits  and  opinions  from  a  country  wnose 
political  institutions  bear  but  an  imperfect  analogy 
to  those  of  our  own  country.  Hence  the  absura- 
ity  of  Federal  sovereignty  and  State  sovereignty 
wnich,  at  different  periods  of  our  history,  have 
been  so  zealously  advocated  by  different  parties. 
This  country,  sir,  knows  no  sovereign  but  tke  peo- 
ple, who  are  the  legitimate  source  of  all  power. 
The  people  created  their  governments,  whidi  they 
have  a  right  to  modify  or  to  abolish,  as  their  in- 
terests or  opinions  may  require. 

This  country  was  divided  by  geographical  boun* 
darieS  into  thirteen  unequal  parts  called  States. 
The  people  of  each  State  joined  in  a  compact  or 
State  constitution,  and  the  people  of  all  the  States 
united  in  forming  a  >general  compact  or  Federal 
Constitution^  to  which  the  Stat^  in  their  cor- 
porate capacities,  were  also  parties.  One  portion 
of  power  was  given  to  the  State  government: 
another  portion  of  power  was  given  to  the  Federal 
Grovemment.  The  power  which  was  not  given 
to  the  State  government  or  the  Federal  Gk>vem- 
ment,  remains  with' the  people;  these  ffovenuncnts 
are,  therefore,  limited — ^neither  of  tnem  can  be 
sovereign. 

The  objects  of  the  State  govemme&ts  are  to 
protect  their  respective  societies  against  domestic 
violence  and  internal  commotion,  and  to  prescribe 
the  rules  by  which  property  is  acquired,  enjoyed, 
and  transferred,  witnin  the  State.  The  Fedeiai 
Government  was  designed  to  concentrate  the  re- 
sources of  the  States ;  to  guard  the  nation  against 
foreign  aggression  and  external  violence ;  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  prevmt  discord  among  the 
members ;  and  to  rebate  intercourse  between  the 
States  and  with  foreign  countries.  These  govern- 
ments, differing  in  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
powers,  have  a  common  object,  which  is  to  increase 
and  secure  the  liberty,  and  promote  the  prosperity 
and  happiness,  of  the  people.  And  if  they  do  not 
proceed  harmoniously  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  great  objects,  it  must  be  attributed  more  to 
the  jealousy  and  selfish  ambition  of  the  persons 
selected  to  perform  their  various  functions,  than  to 
discordant  principles  or  dissimilarity  of  interests. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  grant- 
ed in  general  and  comprehensive  terms.  It  was 
not  practicable  to  trace  these  powers  in  all  their 
ramifications,  or  to  describe  minutely  erery  act 
which  the  Government  could  rightly  perform.  If 
the  terms  are  not  sufficiently  genenu  to  emturace 
all  the  powers  which  properly  belonc  to  the  sub- 
ject, the  mode  pointed  out,  by  which  to  remedy 
this  defect,  is  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

"  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union."  May  be  admitted  impli^  that 
Congress  must  exercise  their  discretion.  This  dis- 
cretion, however,  is  not  unbounded  or  unrestrained : 
it  is  limited  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  mast 
always  be  exercised  in  .conformity  with  its  princi- 
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1^.    This  dttcntkm,  in  the  pMBent  ease,  is  fur- 1 
Iher  limited  b^  the  third  artide  of  the  Treaty  of 
Louiaaaa,  which  provides  that  *'  the  inhabitants 
*  of  the  eeded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the 
^  Uniottof  the  United  States,  and  adnutted.as  soon 

<  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
^  Fedaral  ConsUtution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
'  rights,  adTantages,  and  inununities,  of  the  dti- 

<  zeas  of  the  United  States." 

To  admit  a  new  State  into  this  Union  is  not  an 
act  of  legislation  which  a  subsequent  Les; islature 
can  repw.  The  act  of  admission,  whether  with 
or  witaout  conditions,  is  a  compact  between  the 
United  States  of  the  one  part,  and  the  new  State 
of  the  other  part  The  United  States  grant  their 
protectioOy  together  with  an  eyial  participation  in 
the  resoorces  of  the  nation  and  in  tne  Government 
thereof,  in  confomu^  with  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitntton.  For  -these  advantages  the 
new  State  plaeeB  its  resources  ai  the  disposition  of 
the  Federal  Qovemment,  and  submits  to  the  re- 
strictions imposed  on  its  power  by  the  Federal 
ConsCication,  and  by  the  compact  oi  Union  made 
in  confotaiity  with  the  principles  of  that  Consti- 
tation.  The  relattone  of  the  political  family  are 
modified;  the  pnnuplcs  upon  which  the  associa- 
tion has  been  established  cannot  be  changed  withr 
out  the  consent  of  the  f>eople. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Pinkmby) 
fltaied  that  Congress  has  a  discretion  to  admit  or 
not  to  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  but  no 
power  to  impoae  any  restriction  or  limitation  on 
the  power  <d  a  State  as  a  condition  of  admission^ 
that  if  a  State  is  admitted,  it  must  be  admitted 
with  the  same  rights  and  with  the  same  political 
powcfs  as  the  orisinal  States:  and  that  no  State, 
m  Ktviiig  ita  oo^t  to  the  «hiii»oii  of  a  neW 
State,  can  impose  any  restriction  on  the  power  of 
the  new  State. 

If  Congress  has  no  right  to  impose  restrictions 
and  limitations  on  the  powers  of  a  State^as  condi- 
tions upon  which  it  mav'  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  %ny  which  mar  nave  been  thus  imposed 
are  unconstittttiocial  and  void.  The  orisinaL  States 
were  entitled  to  all  the  unappe^Mriated  lands,  and 
exercised  absolute  jurisdiction  over  aU  the  ter|ri- 
tory  within  their  limita;  and  the  new  States  can- 
not be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  orisi- 
nal  States,  without  givialg  them  the  same  rights 
and  the  same  Judsdictioa.  Sinoe  ^  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constittttion/nine  new  States  have 
been  admitted  into  this  Union,  and,  with  the  eac- 
cation  of  Kentuclnr  and  Vermont,  which  were 
peculiarly  situated.  Congress  has  imposed  on  all 
these  States  conditions  which  diminish  their  po- 
iiticalpower,  limit  their  jurisdiclian  over  the  soil, 
and  aflect  their  rights  to  property  within  their  lim- 
ie ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not  very  much,  the  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  reported  bv  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, contains  similar  conditions.  The  state  of 
Viiginia  consented  to  the  admission  of  Kentnckv 
into  this  Unim  on  eight  conditions,  some  of  whicn 
abridged  the  poUtical  rishts  and  jurisdiction  of 
Kentucky.  Tne  very  bill  bef<Hre  you,  sir^  is  pred- 
icated on  the  consent'Of  &e  State  of  MMEssachu- 
setts  for  the  adaussion  of  the  District  of  Maine 
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into  this  Union;  which  consent  has  been  given 
and  accepted  on  nine  conditions,  some  of  which 
materially  afifect  the  political  rignts  and  jnrisdie^ 
tion  of  the  proposed  State. 

The  proposed  restriction  does  not  interfere  with 
any  property  which  was  in  Xjouisiaaa,  when  it  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  which 
has  been  since  acquired ;  it  does  not  theremre  con- 
flict with,  or  violate,  in  any  respect,  the  treaty  of 
Louisiana.  This  restriction  has  no  relation  or 
necessary  connexion  with  any  constitution  or  form 
of  govemm^nt  which  the  people  of  Missouri  may 
think  proper  to  adopt,  nor  does  it  limit  the  juris- 
dietion,  or  restrict  the  political  power  of  the  pro- 
posed State  over  the  soil^  or  in  relation  to  any 
property  now  within  its  limits.  If  Congress  has 
not  the  right  to  prescribeas  a  condition  ^on  which 
a  new  State  may  be  admitted  into  this  Unkm,  that 
it  will  prdiibit  the  further  introduction  of  a  spe- 
cies of  personal  property  which  is  not  considered 
to.be  a  legitimate  object  of  commeroe,  much  leas 
has  Cott^rress  the  rignt  to  impose  any  conditioas 
which  will  abridge  the  political  rights,  and  limit 
the  juriadiction  of  the  State  over  its  lecritocy,  over 
the  soil,  and  the  property  within  its  limats.  But 
it  has  been  said  that  the  ^  power  to  diqiose  of  aad 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,"  gives  to  Congress  ue  right,  on 
the  admission  of  a  new  State,  to  impose  condi- 
tions respecting  the  public  lands.  The  power  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States  gives 
to  Con^fress  the  same  right  to  impose  conditions 
to  pohibit  the  further  introduction  of  slaves-.«a 
right  which  might  be  enlbrc^  in  the  ordinary 
modes  of  legislation;  but  which,  in  that  forna, 
would  (in  some  parts  of  the  coun^)  luroduce  in- 
convemence  and  unnecessary  restramts. 

<^The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States,  and  witti  the  Indian  tribes,"  to  guar- 
anty that  *^  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States,"  and  to  compd  the  res- 
toration of  persons  who  have  fled  from  justice,  or 
fioom  Service  or  labor  in-one  State  to  aaouier  State. 

These  powers  are  not  only  expressly,  but  they 
are  neeenanly  given  to  Congress ;  they  remit  from 
^e  very  nature  of  the  Federal  Qovemment;  foe, 
if  there  were  no  Federal  Qovemment,  if  the  States 
were  perfectly  independent,  dieir  relaticMis  and 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  whether  peraoBal 
or  Qommercial,  would  neoessarily  be  regulated  by 
treaties  between  the  parties  and  by  the  laws  of 
nations. 

Commerce  is  a  barter  of  goods,  an  exchange  of 
moveable  property ;  slaves  are  persons ;  but,  by  the 
laws  of  some  of  the  States^  they  are  also  pro|Mrty, 
and  they  are  a  description  of  property  m  which 
commeree  may  be  carried  on,  because  they  may 
be  taken  from  places  where  they  are  less  valuahlie 
to  places  where4hey  are  more  valuable. 

Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  Congress  has  prohibited  the  importa- 
ti<ia  of  slaves  from  forei^  countries.  Why  have 
the  nations  of  the  civilized  world  (with  but  few 
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exceptions)  united  in  abolishinff  the  slave  trade  ? 
Because  human  beings  are  not  ieg[itimate  objects 
of  commerce ;  because  this  trade  is  repugnant  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  mild  doctrines  of  Christianity. 
If  Congress  has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  im- 

rrtation  of  slaves  from  foreign  countries,  (which 
believe  has  not  been  doubted,)  they  have  the 
same  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  or  transpor- 
tation of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  State, 
from  States  to  Territories,  and  vice  versa.  The 
terms  in  which  the  powers  are  granted  are  in  both 
cases  precisely  the  same. 

The  proposed  amendment  will  prevent  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants  of  Missouri  from  bringing  in  slaves 
from  other  States ;  and  it  will  prevent  emigrants 
from  taking  slaves  with  them  to  Missouri  m  the 
character  and  capacity  of  slaves. 

By  preventing  tne  present  inhabitants  from 
Inringing  slaves  from  other  States,  the  demand  for 
that  species  of  property  will  be  increased  and  the 
price  enhanced.  Woul^  this  be  an  evil,  an  injus- 
tice of  which  the  people  of  Missouri  would  have  a 
right  to  complain?  no,  sir;  this  measure  would 
affect  their  rights  in  the  same  way  that  the  prohi- 
bitiott  of  the  foreign  slave  trade  affected  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States, 
but  not  to  the  same  extent,  because  the  products  of 
the  South  are  more  valuable  and  labor  more  pro- 
ductive there  than  in  the  Missouri.  Had  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana  been  permitted  to  import  slaves 
from  Africa  or  from  the  West  Indies,  they  could 
have  procured  slaves  for  two  or  three  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  at  a  time  when  they  had  to  nve  from 
eight  to  twelve  hundred  dollars  each  tor  slaves 
brought  from  the  other  States — ^making  a  differ- 
ence of  four  hundred  per  cent.  The  French  plant- 
ers of  Louisiana  generally  prefer  the  West  India 
slaves,  but  admit  that  they  are  worth  but  half  as 
much  as  the  American  slaves,  and  it  will  leave  a 
difference  of  two  hundred  per  cent.,  a  much  greater 
difference  than  would  be  made  in  Missouri  by  the 
proposed  restriction.  Viewing  this  subject,  tnere- 
fbre,  with  reference  to  immediate  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, without  ainr  regard  to  the  justice  or  policy 
of  slavery  or  or  the  ultimate  consequences  of  its 
extension,  the  people  of  Louisiana  have  much 
neater  cause  to  complain  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
ioreitfn  slave  trade,  than  the  people  of  Missouri 
would  have  to  complain  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
domestic  slave  trade.  Why,  then,  has  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  slaves  been  prohibited?  Why 
have  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  been 
sacrificed  ?  Because  in  this  respect  they  were  op- 
posed to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  and  did  not 
narmonize  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  man- 
kind. 

l*he  proposed  restrictions  will  prevent  emigrants 
from  taking  their  slaves  with  them  to  Missouri. 
It  has  been  said  that  Louisiana  was  purchased 
with  the  money  of  the  nation,  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all,  and  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  pre- 
vent the  Southern  people  from  taking  with  them 
their  slaves;  because  it  would  deprive  them  of  any 
participation  in  the  advantages  of  that  country. 
This  argument  ia  predicated  on  the  aapposition 


that  slavery  is-  not  a  moral  or  political  evil  from 
which  the  Southern  people  wini  to  escape,  but  a 
blessing,  which  they  desire  to  extend,  to  diffuse, 
and  to  perpetuate.  The  people  of  the  Sooth  are 
not,  nor  can  they  he^  excluded  from  Missouri.  It 
is  only  proposed  to  prevent  their  taking  with  them 
their  slaves  in  the  character  and  capacity  of 
slaves,  upon  the  same  principle  that  emigrants 
from  the  West  Indies  would  oe  prevented  from 
bringing  their  slaves  with  them  to  the  United 
States.  Nor  would  the  proposed  measure  have 
the  effect  to  exclude  the  Southern  people  from 
Missouri.  While  it  would  prevent  some  from 
going,  it  would  operate  as  an  inducement  to  oth- 
ers. One-third,  perhaps  one-half,  of  the  citizens 
ai  the  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  have  mi- 
grated from  the  slaveholding  States,  and  with 
many  of  them  it  has  been  a  principal  motive  to 
find  a  home  in  a  country  where  there  are  no  slaves. 
It  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that  a  State  has  a  right 
to  abolish  slavery  within  its  territory.  Suppose 
Missouri  were  voluntarily  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  at  least  libmte  all 
those  who  hereafter  might  be  brought  within  her 
jurisdiction ;  would  the  Southern  people  contend, 
in  such  a  case^  that  their  rights  were  thereby  vio- 
lated ?  No,  sir;  they  have  me  same  cause  to  com- 
plain of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  New  York ;  they 
nad  the  same  cause  to  complain  of  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  in  the 
States  which  have  been  there  formed.  In  the  last 
Sase  Virginia  had  much  greater  cause  to  com- 
plain ;  yet  Virginia,  who  has  always  been  distin- 
ffuished  for  intelli^nce,  and  equally  distinguished 
for  the  jealousy  with  which  she  has  never  ceased 
to  guard  State  rights;  Virginia  has  not  only  acqui- 
esced, but  has  received,  and,  I  have  no  doubt, 
justly  received,  the  credit  of  bringing  forward  that 
system. 

If  Missouri  has  a  right  to  libemte  the  slaves 
which  may  be  brought  within  her  jurisdiction, 
she  may,  as  a  condition  upon  which  she  will  be 
admitted  into  this  Union,  bind  henelf  to  exerciae 
that  right,  without  impairing  any  right  possessed 
by  the  people  in  the  slaveholding  States. 

When  the  Federal  Constitution  was  formed, 
slavery  existed  in  the  country] ;  it  was  necessarilj 
sanctioned  in  the  form  in  which  it  existed ;  but  it 
is  evident,  as  well  from  the  language  and  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution,  as  from  the  history  of  the 
Gbvemment,  that  power  was  given  to  Congress 
to  prevent  its  further  extension.  The  word  slave 
is  not  Ibund  in  the  Constitution,  and  where  it  has 
been  necessarv  to  refer  to  slaves,  it  has  bem  done 
by  a  circumlocution.  The  restrictions  on  the 
powers  of  Congress  contained  in  the  ninth  section 
of  the  first  article,  which  has  a  direct  relation  to 
this  subject,  is  expressly  confined  to  the  States 
now  existing.  The  only  clause  which  apparently 
conflicts  with  the  foregoing,  viz.,  "  Rc»>resentatives 
and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
Union,"  &c.,  admits  of  a  satisfactory  interpreta- 
tion, which  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  obvious 
eoBstructiott  of  the  former  clause.    In  1785  and  in 
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1786  the  State  of  Virginia  passed  acts  to  author- 
ize the  District  of  Kentucky,  then  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  member 
of  the  Confederation.  The  aj^ication  of  Ken- 
tucky was  pending  before  ibe  Continental  Con- 
gress at  the  time  the  Federal  Constitution  was 
adopted. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  Reyolution, 
settlements  were  made  in  Kentucky^,  which  re- 
ceived ereat  accession  to  her  population  immedi- 
ately alter  the  close  o(  the  war.  The  District  of 
Kentucky  (as  a  part  of  Virginia)  was  a  party  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  was,  under  that 
Constitution^  entitled  to  her  full  participation  in 
the  Federal  Giorernment  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers of  her  white  and  black  population.  In  rela* 
tion  to  the  Federal  Grovernment,  therefore,  Kenr 
tucky  gained  nothing  by  admission  into  the  Union, 
with  the  exception  of  a  separate  and  equal  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate.  This  clause  was.  no 
doubt,  intended  to  embrace  Kentucky^  and  pernaps 
Tennessee,  (then  a  part  of  North  Carolina,;  which 
had  been  settled  und^r  similar  circumstances. 

The  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  which 
was  passed  before  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution^  prohibited  slavery  in  the  territory 
northwest  ol  tne  river  Ohio,  then  the  only  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States.  One  of  the  first  acts 
of  the  Federal  Government  was  to  adapt  this 
ordinance — on  the  7th  August,  1789— to  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  This  ordinance  has  not  only 
been  the  foundation  of  all  the  territorial  govern- 
ments (except  Missouri  and  Arkansas)  which 
have  been  established  by  Congress;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  it  is  the 
basis  of  ail  the  constitutions  of  the  new  States 
which  have  been  admitted  into  this  Union.  All 
the  States  acquiesced  in  it  at  the  time,  and  the 
States  of  Virginia^  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
expressly  sanctioned  it  Under  every  administra- 
tion, and  by  every  Congress^  acts  have  been  passed 
to  apply  and  .to  extend  the  provisions  <^  this  ordi- 


But  the  g:entlei]ian  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Pink- 
hbt)  has  said  that  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  an 
usQipation,  and  is  absolutely  null  and  void  ;  that 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  gave  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  no  ppwer  to  acquire  land,  or  to 
form'a  territorial  government  If  this  doctrine  is 
correct,  sir,  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  the 
territoiy  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  which  was 
acquired  by  the  Continental  Congress ;  and,  if  the 
rule  of  construction  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
can  be  fairly  maintained,  that  Congress  haa  no 
right  to  in^ae  any  condition  whatever  on  a  new 
State  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  it  follows 
as  a  necessar>r  consequence  that  the  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio  are  entitled  to  all  the  un- 
appropriated lands  within  their  respective  limits, 
and  to  the  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  sold  by  the 
United  States  within  these  States  since  they  were 
respectively  admitted  into  thb  Union. 

But  it  is  not  necessary,  in  relation  to  the  present 
subject,  to  discuss  the  force  or  validity  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  as  the  powers  exercised  by  the  Con- 
tinental Con^eas,  in  paiiiag  4iia  ordinance^  hare 
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been  expressly  granted  in  the  Federal  Constitn- 
ticHi.  I  have  adverted  to  thb  ordinance  to  show 
the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Cenvention, 
and  the  uniform  Qpinions  of  the  difierent  depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  from  its  organization  to  the  present 
period. 

I  believe  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  adopt 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  that  the  exercise  of 
that  right  will  promote  the  solid  and  permanent 
interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said: — ^It  was 
not  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  discussion,. to  have  presented  myself 
again  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  on  this  subject* 
I  am  sensiUe,  at  this  late  period  of  a  protracted 
debate,  there  is  little  satisfaction  in  speuing,  and 
perhaps  less  in  hearing.  But,  sir,  it  is  due  to  my- 
self to  make  some  reply  to  remarks  which  hava 
fallen  from  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  question. 

I  will  first  answer  the  interrogative  triun^thantly 
^ut  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
^Mr.  Logan,])  "whv  were  not  conditions  required 
on  the  admission  of  Vermont?"  Vermont  exercised 
the  pqwers  of  a  State  some  years  before  she  was 
formally  "admitted  into  the  Union;'*  thai  fanned 
her  constitution,  which  excluded  slavery,  petitioned 
Congress  in  a  regular  manner,  and  was  "received 
as  a  new  and  entire  member  cd  the  United  States 
of  America." 

Sir,  perhaps  I  may  have  no  better  oppwtunity 
than  the  present  to  .make  a  few  remarks  upon  some 
intimations  thrown  out  by  my  venerable  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  ^Mr.  Macon).  The  hon- 
orable gentlemen  consiaered  Missouri  in  the  same 
relation  to  the  United  States  as  the  colonies  were  to 
Great  Britain,  previous  to  the  Revolution  "The 
^  colonies,  by  their  resistance,  caused  Great  Britain 
'  to  yield;  and  Missouri  will  compel  the  States  to 
'  yield.  We  must  consult  the  feelings  of  Missouri — 
'  ner  character  and  views— she  must  be  satisfied, 
^  or  we  cannot  set  along."  And  then  inquires, 
"what  wiU  you  do  with  uis  territory,  if  she  refuse 
your  proposals?!'  Intimating  dreadful  resistancet 
backed  up  by  Virginia,*  "like  a  fire  in  the  woods 
that  cannot  be  slopped,"  fas  has  been  observed  by 
a  gentleman  from  the  Virest,)  "but  with  blood.'* 
Su',  I  would  look  on  with  silent  indifference.  Aie 
the  views^  feelings,  and  interests,  of  more  than 
three  millions  of  people  to  be  subordinate  to  fifty 
thousand  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  ?  If  this  be 
the  fact.  I  apprehend  it  becomes  us  to  "bok  well 
to  the  West.* 

Missouri  may  be  admitted,  in  a  Constitutional 
manner,  at  a  proper  tsme^  on  fair  and  reasonable 
conditions;  neither  humiliating  nor  invidious.  This 
rests  with  her;  it  is  at  her  option.  .Sir,  I  would 
ask,  in  my  turn,  what  will  you  do  with  Maine,  if 
you  reject  her  application.  If  Missouri  is  refused 
admission,  it  wul  be  for  good  reasons;  but,  if 
Maine  is  refused,  it  will  be  without  any.  If  alarm 
is  to  be  excited,  and  danger  apprehended  from 
Missouri,  with  her  50,000,  much  more  is  to  be  feared 
from  Maine,  with  her  300,000;  or  the  citizens  of 
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Biaiiie  are  truly  of  a  more  pacific,  liberal,  and  eoii'* 
aiderate  character  than  the  good  people  of  Mis^ 
soon.. 

8ir,  I  have  nothing  to  fear  from  either  section 
of  the  country.  I  apprehend  no  hostility  whatever. 
We  may  hear  about  ^^fire  that  eannnot  be  quenched. 
'  bat  with  blood — desperate  resistance — ^Csesar  and 
'  Rome — the  brother's  sword  piercing  the  brother's 
*  breast;"  but,  I  imagine,  this  war-will  never  ex* 
tend  beyond  the  wuls  of  Congress.  I  scarcely 
believe  it  is  in  our  power,  if  we  were  disposed,  to 
excite  in  the  people  of  this  country  such  a  desperate 
conflict.  I  rely  too  mnch  on  the  good  sense  of  the 
community  to  apprehend  such  rashness.  They 
too  well  xnow  the  advantages  of  harmony  and 
union,  (and  it  is  strange  that  we  do  not,)  to  pursue 
any  measure  which  shall  tend  to  a  severance  of 
the  confederacy. 

Mr.  President,  I  now  proceed  to  examine  a  few 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honoraUe  gentleman 
from  Maryland^  which  were  particularly  dffected 
to  positions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  advance.  I 
sfattl  not  follow  the  gentleman  through  his  long 
and  eloquent  train  of  reasoning  on  this  subject, 
nor  attempt  to  embellish  my  story  with  the  rarities 
of  foreign  countries,  or  the  decoration  of  antiquity ; 
but  to  adopt  that  j^ain  and  unaffected  style  which 
I  hope  will  secure  to  my  arguments  an  immovable 
basis.  The  honorable  gendeman  observed,  that  no 
argument  could  be  founded  on  that  clause  in  the 
Oonstitution  which  restricts  the  powerof  (Congress 
to  prohibit  *'tfae  migration  or  importation  of  slaves 
till  1808."  I  venture  the  opinion,  that  it  follows 
from  this  restriction,  that,  if  it  had  not  been  in* 
serted,  Congress  womd  have  had  power  to  prohibit 
the  commerce,  under  the  general  powers  of  Con* 
gress,  aided  by  the  power  to  reglate  commerce. 

''No  bill  01  attainder  shall  be  passed."  Sir,  I 
ask  the  gentleman,  if  this  prohibition  had  not 
been  inserted,  what  would  have  prevented  Con- 
gress from  passing  a  ''bill  of  attainder?" 

"  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  any  State."  Could  not  a  duty  have 
been  laid  on  exported  articles,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  restrctive  clause  ? 

'^No  vessel  bound  to  or  from  one  State  shall  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  another." 
Who  will  dispute  the  power  of  Congress  to  have 
made  different  relations  respecting  this  com* 
merce^  had  not  this  prohibition  been  in^rted  in  the 
Constitution? 

'^No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance, 
'  or  confederation ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
'  prisd;  or  coin  money."  Can  it  be  a  matter  of 
doubt  that  different  arrangements  might  have  been 
madeimd  adopted  by  the  States,  had  not  these  re* 
strictions  have  been  introduced  ?  Stnne  States  did 
coin  money  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  this  is  the  only  probable  reason  why  they 
do  not  now. 

Hence,  we  believe,  had  not  the  prohibition  been 
inserted  restricting  the  commerce  of  slaves,  it  might 
have  been  suppre^ed,  or  laws  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose, previous  to  the  year  1808* 

Tne  next  effort  the  honorable  gentleman  makes^ 
is,  to  destroy  the  validity  of  the  ordinanee  of  1787 ; 


and  this  he  roundly  aflSrois  was  complete  aasotap- 
tion.  Sir,  I  am  too  young  and  inexperienced  m 
legislation  to  express  an  unqualified  rmobation  of 
the  measures  of  the  old  Congress,  and  too  incred- 
ulous to  admit  the  asMtion  tnien  made  by  another. 
I  approach  them  with  deference,  and  have  too 
hign  an  opinion  of  the  virtue,  integrity,  and  wis- 
dom, of  the  statesmen  and  heroes  of  that  day,  not 
to  reelect  their  legislative  acts.  The  immutable 
principles  on  w^tcn  those  acts  are  ]daced,  are  too 
invulnerable  to  suffer  any  deteriomtion  from  the 
charge  of  assumption. 

But,  sir,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  the  jvactical  opm* 
tion  of  that  ordinance  has  demonstrated  its  utdity, 
in  every  State  admitted  into  the  Union  since  Ken- 
tucky, and  in  every  territory  which  has  been' under 
the  conttt>l  of  Congress.  LfOok  at  Illinois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  with  her  500,000  inhabitants,  among 
whom  is  not  a  "  single  slave"  to  be  found,  and 
learn  the  salutary  effects  of  this  ordinance,  said  to 
be  founded  on  assumption.  On  that  ordinance,  1 
eonfess,  I  placed  my  argument  with  some  confi- 
dence, and  that  confidence  is  not  shaken  by  any 
stricture  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Marvland. 

Tne  gentleman  next  attempts,  with  a  sin^e 
dash^  to  sweep  away  all  former  legislative  acta, 
relative  to  the  admission  of  States,  whidi  contain 
any  conditions — thev  are  lill  erroneous ;  the  restric- 
tions on  Louisiana  ^  border  on  the  ridiculous." 

The  onlv  refutation  that  I  deem  necessary,  is, 
to  say  this  aiscovery  was  reserved  for  the  Congress 
of  l&O.  These  principles  have  been  applied,  in 
all  similar  instances,  at  different  times,  by  oiJBerBnt 
persons,  and  under  difiereat  adnunistrations,  and 
It  never  has  been  ascertained,  till  this  Congress, 
that  they  were  altogether  injudicious  and  assum- 
ing. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says,  with  great  en* 
er^,  "  I  assume  the  fact,  ye  have  no  pow«r  to  re- 
strict, and  no  one  can  assume  the  fhct,  ye  ka/ct  the 
power."  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  "  arrogate,  daim 
unjustly,  or  suppose  without  proof;"  I  prefer  de^ 
monstratioB ;  and,  for  ihyself,  I  feel  satisfied  that 
I  have  clearly  demonstrated  that  Cong^reas  ham 
power  to  prescribe  conditions,  on  the  admission  fi( 
new  States  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  President :  We  next  find  the  honorable  gen- 
tlctttan  at  war  with  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. This,  he  undertakes  to  show,  is  absurd  and 
untrue.  Sir,  modesty  requires  me  to  approach  this 
instrument  widi  venemtion,  if  not  with  reverence. 
Let  no  unhallowed  hand  tarnish  its  spotless  poritv. 
And  what  does  the  gentleman  say  1  "  That  all 
men  an?  created  equal"  is  absurd,  becaoae  one  is 
born  poor,  anotftier  to  inherit  a  fortune — one  a 
peasant,  hnother  a  prince-^one  a  dave,  anotiier  a 
freeman.  I  presume  the  equality  intended  does 
not  consist  in  the  fortune  they  tdaj  enjoy,  or  the 
rank  they  mav  hold  in  society,  but  in  the  inalien- 
able right  with  which  every  one  is  indued,  by  his 
Creator,  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  happiness." 

But  the  gentleman  contends,  we  have  no  inalien- 
able rights,  for  we  may  barter  or  transfer  them  at 
OUT  pleasure.  Admit  a  person  may  put  his  own 
Itfa,  Ubafty,«nd  happineis, in  jeopaidy ;  diis  is  not 
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deakd  in  the  Declaration.  But  the  assertioQ  ii, 
tbat  all  men  have  that  right  to  life,  liberty,  aii4 
happiness,  of  which  they  cannot  be  dqirirad  or 
dirested  by  another,  without  a  due  course  of  law. 

The  gentleman  also  contends^  that  the  power  to 
justify  Congress  to  act  must  be  positive ;  Uiey  hoye 
no  pantive  power  to  restrict  slavery  in  Missouri, 
and,  therefore,  they  have  no  power  at  alL  •  To  this 
doctrine  I  cannot  yield  my  assent.  I  maintain 
that  Congress  have  incidental  powers,  arising  from 
powers  positively  expressed.  They  nave  express 
power  to  establish  post  offices;  and,  suppose  it 
might  be  absolutely  necessary  to  locate  one  in  a 
certain  place,  to  which  there  was  no  suitable -high* 
way^  would  they  not  have  pawer  to  provide  a  wav 
to  get  to  their  post  office  ?    I  presume  they  would. 

Suppose,  again,  Caawtess  should  purchase  a  site 
and  erect  a  fort,  and  there  sh<rald  oe  intervening 
territory,  but  no  highway  by  which  they  could  pass 
to  the  fort :  would  they  not  have  power  to  open 
oa^  bv  wnich  they  could  enjoy  the  advantages 
denved  from  the  exercise  of  ah  express  power  ?  I 
view  these  cases  too  clear  to  need  comment. 

Again;  the  gentleman  said  ''tell  me  nothing 
about  a  difierenee  between  federal  and  local,  or 
State  richts."  I  presume  he  did  not  mean  the» 
was  no  difference;  this,  as  a  statesman,  he  wotdd 
not  maintain.  He  oniy  meant  to  evade  the  argu*- 
ments  adduced  to  demonstrate  that  difference. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
argument,  he  observed,  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  books  or  precedents ;  he  was  not  fond  of 
introducing  them  on  such  occasions.  I  felt  impli- 
cated by  the  leraark,  and  not  perfectly  pleased  with 
the  manner ;  beisaase  I  had  freiiuent  reference  to 
yoitf  statute  book  and  the  notes  of  the  lale  Presi- 
dent Jeffcsraon,  as  authorities  on  which  I  supposed 
it  vras  safe  to  found  corresponding' positions. 

But,  sir,  I  find  we  are  all  dispom  to  have  recur- 
rence to  books,  when  they  support  our  arguments ; 
and  when  they  wiU  not,  we  as  readily  omit  them. 

I  presume  this  was  the  reason  why  tae  honorahle 
goaueman  did  not  have  recourse  to  books  in  the 
eommeneement  of  his  reoMurks  (as  he  iatrodoeed 
them  a£lterwarik,)^for,  X  imagine,  if  he  had  trav- 
ersed the  four  quarters  of  the  globe^  he  would-net 
bave  found  a  vdume  containing  pimciples  or  pre- 
ecdeats  which  vrould  have  sustained  some  of  the 
positions  he  advanced. 

Mr.  President,  the  honomMe  gentleman,  and 
my  good  finend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
intimates  that  slavery  is  tolemted  by  the  Chri»- 
lian  religion ;  and  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  it,  swerve  from  its  principles ;  which, 
they  sayj  are  *'  peace  on  earth,  and  good  will  to- 
wards men."  i  admit  it,  sir,  and  add,  the  same 
aystepi  '^proclaims  liberty  to  captives,"  and  restore* 
tion  to  them  that  are  bound. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  author  of  this  system  com- 
mand^ eerranis  to  be  obedient  to  their  masters ; 
and,  therelbre,  slavery  was  supported  by  the  G^ 
pel  I  admit  the  command,  but  deny  the  inference. 
A  slave  is  a  senranti  but  every  servant  is  not  a 
slave.  I  view  those  gentlemen  as  servants--^on- 
onide  public  servants^  b«t  not  slavea 

Bot  honofiUe  gentlemen  seemstroa^y  attached 


to  the  Jewish  theocracy,  and  emphatically  call  my 
attention  to  the  declarations  reccvded  in  LeviticuiL 
XXV.  44,  46,  and  46  v^ses.  Sir,  I  have  not  saia 
slavery  did  not  exist  in  that  age  and  under  that 
economv.  I  have  not  said  it  does  not  now  exist } 
neither  nave  I  said  it  should  not  now  exist  But 
I  have  said,  it  should  not  be  extended  bevond  the 
Mississirai.  Really,  sir,  I  do  not  see  the^  perti- 
nency of  this  reference,  nor  a  wound  inflicted  by 
the  lorce  of  its  application.  But,  sir,  admit  its 
correctness ;  will  the  gentlemen  cont^id  that  the 
theocracy  of  that  a^,  under  the  Jewish  monarchjr, 
is  applicable  to  this  refined  age,  this  era  of  polin- 
cal  and  moral  improvem^^>  and  the  republican 
institutions  of  the  free-bom  sons  of  American 
liberty  1  A 

Sir,  if  those  gentlemen  are  so  enamored  with 
the  Jewish  theocracy  and  customsi  I  would  denre 
them  to  adopt  the  imo2«  system.  I  would  thai  ask 
them  how  tkey  would  like  the  application  of  ano- 
ther Jewish  law :  Numbers,  xv.  33, 33, 34,  and  d5w 
'^  The  man  that  satheceth  sticks  upon  the  Sabbath 
day  shall  be  surely  put  to  death ;  all  the  congre- 
gation shall  stone  him  with  stoa^,  without  the 
camp." 

I  presume,  if  any  of  the  family  of  either  of  thoae 
honorable  gentlemen  were  to  be  so  treated,  thejr 
would  complain  bitterly,  and  pronounce  it  anti* 
republican,  not  suited  to  the  latitude  of  Marykttd 
or  South  Carolina. 

.  But,  sir,  I  ventured  to  say,  in  the  course  of  my 
remaras,  that  slavery  was  anti-repuUican,  and 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  Qovernmedt.  and,  in 
the  same  proportion  that  it  was  extended,  it  ooft- 
taminated  the  genuine  principles  of  the  system. 
And  the  honorable  gentleman  irora  Maryland,  to 
invalidate  the  l<wce  of  my  reasoning,  tells  us  that 
slavery  was  introduced  into  Sparta  to  eneourase 
a  spirit  of  liberty ;  that  its  excellenoes  might  the 
more  clearly  be  dlsooMred,  and  sensibly  realised* 
I  a^k  the  honorable  geotleman  why  slavery  should 
tend  to  exhibit  the  exceUenee  of  liberty?  Because 
it  is  homogeneous ;  or  because  it  is  hcteiogeneons  ? 
I  presume  the  latter,  being  directly  opposite.  This, 
sir,  is  what  I  supposed :  and  for  this  very  reason, 
and  on  this  jMnnciple,  I  advanced  the  position  of 
which  the  gentlemui  complained,  that,  in  tibp 
same  proportion  it  is  ezt^oed  and  diffused  into 
society,  it  depmves  republican  purity.  I  thank 
the  gentleman  for  reminding  me  of  the  fact ;  if 
these  is  any  pertinency  in  the  remark,  it  amies 
forcibly  to  sustain  my  argument  I  have  heard 
of  persons  ^spending  the  most  ugly  and  defomed 
picture  beside  those  of  the  most  esKiuisite  taste 
and  beauty,  that  the  art  of  the  Umncr,  the  skilful 
touch  of  the  pencil^  the  harmony  of  its  parts,  and 
the  expressions  of  lile  and  vivacity,  might  more 
forcibly  catch  the  eye,  attract  the  attention,  and 
affect  tne  heart. 

But,  sir,  are  we,  in  this  enlightened  age,  in  this 
period  of  political  and  mond^  r^nement,  in  this 
age  of  science  and  literature^  after  RepnblieaA 
America  has  for  more  than  mrty  years  enjejred 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  called  upon  to  retem  a 
portion  df  our  fdlow-creatures  in  slavery,  that  the 
may  learn  how  to  estimate  their  free* 
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dom?  Sir,  nerer  let  it  be  said  tliat  the  Repablic 
of  the  United  States  will  justify  the  servitude  of 
one  humaii  bein^  that  others  may  be  tausht  the 
value  of  their  blessings.  On  this  principle,  we 
might  go  to  whi|)ping  some,  that  others  might 
know  how  good  it  is  to  have  a  sound  back ;  and 
to  the  hanging  of  others,  that  spectators  might 
leam  what  a  fine  thing  it  is  not  to  be  hanged. 
Sir,  I  presume,  in  these  cases,  th^  honorable 

gentleman  would  much  rather  see  the  example 
lan  be  the  victim. 

Mr.  Logan  also  spoke  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  when  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  t6  to-morrow. 


Frioay,  January  28. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  number  of 
Clerks  emploved  in  that  Department  during  the 
year  1819,  and  the  compensation  which  each  has 
received ;  and  the  report  vras  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referredthe  petition  of  Cornelia  Schoon- 
maker^  administratrix,  and  Peter  Marius  Groen, 
administrator  of  Zaehariah  Schoonmaker,  de- 
ceased, late  paymaster  of  the  2d  regiment  of  the 
Unitea  States  volunteer  artillery,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted.  Tne  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  Consul  General  at  Algiers,  praying 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  authorized  to 
audit  and  settle  his  claim  against  the  United 
States  on  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  tne  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  in  a  late  cam- 
paign against  the  Seminole  Indians5  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RfJOoKiES  presented  the  petition  of  Theron 
Freeman,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  prayine  compen- 
sation for  his  services  as  wagon-master  m  the  em- 
j^oyment  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the 

S!tition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
ommittee  of  Claims. 
^  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  or  the  repairs  of  the 
north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing 
the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 
Executive  Offices,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  GeX)rqb 
Washington  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rqwrt  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  NichoUs,  and,  in 
concurrence^  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition.  * 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
raolution  directing  an  inquiry,:  whether  it  be  «k- 


pedient  to  increase  the  number  of  copies  of  the 
Journal  and  State  Papers,  which  hereafter  maybe 
printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and, 
m  concurrence  therewith, 

Ordered,  That  hereafter  there  shall  be  minted 
twenty-five  copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Papers, 
in  adaition  to  the  number  which  has  been  hitherto 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire 
into  the  expedience  of  discontinuing  one  post  road 
and  establishing  another  in  the  District  of  Maine, 
and  agreed  thereto. 

'  The  bill  entitled  '*An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia,^  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee'  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereor  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President :  Conscious  that  I  cannot  add  to 
the  force  of  arguments  which  have  been  already 
urged  against  we  proposed  amendment,  with  unri- 
valled powers  of  eloquence,  nothing  but  a  sense  of 
duty,  growing  out  of  the  ])eculiar  situation  in  which 
I  stand  in  rdation  to  this  question,  could  induce 
me  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate.  This 
subject,  sir,  has  produced  much  excitement  in  dif- 
ferent sections  or  the  Union ;  that  excitement  hts 
pervaded  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent ;  there,  too,  public  meetings  have  been 
called ;  opinions  in  favor  of  the  proposed  restric- 
tion have  been  expressed,  and  are  published  under 
the  sanction  of  names  deservedly  ^teemed  for  tal- 
ents and  integrity.  The  Legislature  of  that  State 
also,  in  their-wisdom,  have  resolved,  that  the  pro- 
posed restrictron  is  compatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  ought  to  be  adopted  as  a  measure  of  sound 
policy.  That  resolution  is  now  upon  your  table 
The  opinion  of  that  honorable  Legislature  justly 
merits,  and  will  ever  command,  mv  sincere  respect 
To  their  confidence  in  me  I  am  indebted  for  a  place 
in  this  dignified  assembly ;  to  deserve  and  retain 
the  good  opinion  of  that  honorable  body  will  ever 
be  my  highest  tLmlxti^n.  But^  sir,  as  it  is  my  mis- 
fortune to  differ  from  them  m  sentiment  on  the 
great  Constitutional  question,  I  am  not  satisfied  to 
gire  a  silent  vote. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
who  moved  the  amendment,  remarked,  that  it  was 
a  question  of  great  importance  between  the  people 
of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Missouri. '  It  is, 
sir,  a  question  of  Importance,  because  it  involves 
the  construction  of  tne  great  charter  of  our  liber- 
ties.    The  zeal  with  wtdch  the  amcndmeat  has 
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been  niged  and  opposed,  eriaees  that  it  excites 
more  tlian  common  mterest.    A  question  touching 
the  extent  of  powers  delegated  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  must  ever  m  deeply  interesting  \  for 
in  its  decision  are  implicated  the  rights  reserved  to 
the  people,  and  thesovereignty  of  the  States.  It  was, 
howcTer.  not  anticipated  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  would  be  resorted  to,  as  furnishing  a 
key  to  the  construction  of  the  Coilstitution  of  1787, 
or  that  arffumenta  would  be  drawn  from  that  source 
to  give  color  to  a  claim  of  power  under  the  latter 
instrument.    Much  less  was  it  expected  that  the 
recital  of  abstract  theoredcal  principles,  in  a  na- 
tional manifesto  in  1776,  would  be  gravely  urged 
at  this  day,  to  prove  that  involuntary  servitude 
does  not  lawfully  exist  within  the  United  States. 
To  these  principles  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
referred,  with  an  air  of  triumphhnt  confidence,  re- 
minding us  that  the  whole  people  then  united  in 
proclaiming  to  the  world,  "  that  all  men  are  cre^ 
^  ated  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Cre- 
'  ator  with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that  amon^ 
*■  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
*■  ness."    Sir,  these  principles  are  correct,  and  m- 
teUigiUe  in  the  political  sense  in  which  they  were 
tned  by  the  statesmen  who  signed  that  manifesto. 
They  are  the  received  doctrines  of  schools,  in  rela- 
tion to  man.  as  he  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  fan- 
cied stale  ot  nature.  But  that  individuals,  entering 
into  society,  must  give  up  a  share  of  liberty  to  pre- 
serve the  rest,  is  a  truth  that  requires  no  demonr 
stration.   Those  principles  formed  correct  premises 
from  which  to  draw  tne  conclusion,  ^^that,  to  se^ 
*  cure  these  rishts,  governments   are   instituted 
^  among  men,  deriving  their  iust  powers  from  the 
^  consent  of  the  govecned ;  tnat  tne  people  have  a 
^  right  to  alter  or  to  abolish  one  form  of  govern- 
^  ment,  and  to  institute  new  government"    They 
also  formed  correct  premises  from  which  (under 
existing  oppression)   was   drawn  the  inference, 
*'  that  wese  united  colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought 
to  be,  free  and  independent  States."     Bat,  Mr. 
President,  the  distinguished  statesmen  who  pledged 
to  each  other,  "their  lives,  their  fortunes, and  their 
sacred  honor,"  in  support  of  that  declaration,  were 
not  visionary  theorists ;  they  were  men  of  sound, 
practical,  common  sense,  and,  from  the  premises 
assumed,  arrived  at  sound  practical  conclusions. 
When  we  call  to  ipind  the  state  of  this  young 
country  at  that  awful  moment,  struggling  lor  the 
light  of  self-ffovemment,  engaged  in  war  with  the 
most  ppweriul  nation  of  &irope,  pressed  on  all 
sides  with  accumulating  difficulties  and  dangers, 
can  it  be  credited  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  designed  to  dissolve  the  bonds  of 
social  order  througSout  the  States — to  reduce  all 
men  to  a  state  of  nature,  and  to  set  at  large  a  host 
of  slaves,  the  readiest  instruments  to  be  employed 
by  the  enemy  in  the  work  of  destruction,  m  the 
very  bosom  of  the  nation?    Think  you,  sir,  that 
it  was  meant  to  invoke  the  eenius  of  universal 
emancipation,  and  to  proclaim  liberty  and  equality 
to  every  human  being  who  breathed  the  air,  and 
trod  the  soil  of  this  new  Republic?    The  faith  of 
that  man  who  can  believe  this,  is  much  strong 
than  mine.    No,  sir,  that  manifesto  was  not  in^ 


tended — ^was  not  understood — to  abolish  or  to  alter 
any  law  then  existing  in  any  State  for  the  security 
of  property,  or  for  the  regpation  of  their  internal 
concerns.  Self-preservation — a  regard  for  their 
own  personal  safety,  and  that  of  their  families,  and 
a  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  nation — forbade 
those  sages  to  do  such  an  act.  But,  sir.  were 
slaves  liberated  in  any  State  of  the  Union  oy  vir- 
tue of  the  Declaration  of  Independence?  Never^ 
On  the  contrary,  wherever  emancipation  has  been 
effected,  it  has  been  by  the  authority  of  State  laws; 
and  every  State  has  assumed,  ana  invariably  ex- 
ercised, at  its  discretion,  the  right  of  legislating 
about  this  class  of  persons,  down  to  the  present 
day.  Pennsylvania,  so  justly  applauded  tor  her 
benevolence  towards  these  persons,  did  not  admit 
that  they  obtained  freedom  under  tne  Declaration 
of  Independence,  for  she  undertook  to  loose  their 
chains  gradually,  by  her  own  legidative  authority, 
in  1780;  and  even  at  this  moment  some  are  held 
in  involuntary  servitude  in  that  State.  In  truth, 
sir,  we  cannot  advance  a  step  in  the  history  of  the 
Revolution,  without  meeting  evidence  that  there 
were  in  the  nation  two  separate  classes — ^free  men, 
and  those  who  were  not  free.  Consult  the  articled 
of  Confederation,  emanating  immediately  from  the 
act  of  Independence,  and  signed  by  many  of  the 
same  men  who  signed  that  declaration,  and,  in  ar- 
ticle 4,  "free  inhabitants  of  each  State,"  and  ^free 
citizens,"  designate  the  persons  who  were  to  enjoy 
privileges  and  immunities  under  that  Government 
plainly  indicating  that  there  was  another  class  of 
persons  in  the  country,  who  were  not  free,  and  not 
entitled  to  those  privileges.  Consult  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  which  acxnowl^ged  the  independence  of 
these  States,  and  yon  will  read  astipulation,  on  the 
part  of  the  British,  for  the  restoring  ^of  negroes 
or  other  property  oi  the  American  inhabitants." 

Another  war  with  the  same  Power  has  been  re- 
cently waged,  and  is  happily  terminated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Qhent,  in  whicn  you  agnin  find  a  stip- 
ulation for  the  restoration  of  "slaves  or  other 
property."  Sir,  the  Federal  Constitution,  whose 
powers  are  now  under  examination,  in  jHroviding 
lot  the  delivering  up  of  fugitives  from  labor,  held 
to  service  under  the  laws  of  a  State,  recognises 
as  well  the  existence  of  such  a  class  or  persons,  as 
that  they  are  held  under  the  State.  Open  your 
statute  blook,  examine  the  difierent  acts  wnich  nave 
been  passed  at  difierent  periods,  in  which  it  became 
necessary  to  notice  this  class  of  persons,  and  you 
shaU  be  forced*  to  acknowlege  that  Congress  nas 
enacted  laws  recognising  them  as  property ;  some- 
times describing  them  as  fugitives  from  labor,  at 
others  calling  them  slaves.  Thus,  sir,  the  act  of 
12th  February,  1793,  provides  for  executing  the 
Constitutional  provision  relative  to  fugitives  from 
labor.  The  statute  erecting  Louisiana  into  two 
Territories,  in  1804,  in  the  same  tenth  section 
which  "was  read  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  speaks  in  plainer  language  where  it 
provides,  ^^  that  no  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  introduced  into  said  Territory,  ex- 
cept by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing 
into  said  Territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  being 
at  the  time  of  such  removal,  bona  fide  owner  en 


808 


HI8T0RT  OF  C0NGBB8B. 


304 


Sbnatjb. 


ofMoAm  and  M»mmri, 


Jahua^bt,  isao. 


foeh  slave  or  alave*."  Tins  section,  sir,  establisfacB 
two  facts :  First,  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
may  be  bona  fide  owner  of  sUres.  Second,  that 
sttcn  citizen  had  the  right  of  remoying  with  his 
Blares  from  any  State  into  the  newly  acquired 
Territory  of  Louisiana. 

By  the  act  of  2d  March,  1807^  to  prohibit  the 
^ve  trade  after  the  first  of  January  following, 
the  ninth  section  regulates  the  carrying  of  slares 
coastwise  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  United 
States,  and  prescribes  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be 
^en  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel  and  the  owner 
or  shipper  of  the  slave ;  a  part  of  which  oath  is, 
*^  that  under  the  laws  of  the  State  they  are  held 
to  service  or  labor."  From  this  cursory  review, 
Mr.  President,  I  am  justified  in  assuming  that  the 
Articles  of  Confiederatioh,  puUic  treaties,  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  repeated  declarations  of  Con- 
gress, in  statutes  passed  uhder  that  Constitution, 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  country,  and  the 
uniform  course  of  State  legvdation,  establish  in- 
controvertibly  that  involuntary  servitude  has  ex- 
ited and  yet  exists  in  the  United  States,  and  has 
ever  been  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a  subject 
of  State  jurisdiction.  Yes.  sir,  however  painful 
the  reflection,  truth  com]peis  us  to  acknowledge 
that  the  evil  still  exists ;  it  has  been  entailed  upon 
the  nation  by  the  avarice  of  Britain,  forcing  vmon 
her  infant  colonies  a  slave  population,  against  their 
will^  asainst  their  humble  petitions^  against  their 
spirited  remonstrances. 

[Ml.  RoBEBTB  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he 
should  not  contend  that  slavery  does  not  exist  in  the 
eld  United  States^  but  should  insist  that  Congress 
had  a  right  to  prohibit  it  in  the  Territories,  and 
to  impose  on  Missouri  the  terms  prc^>osed  by  the 
amendment.] 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  open- 
ing the  debate,  aid  assume  the  Declaration  ot  In- 
pendcmce  as  the  broad  ground  of  his  argument 
From  his  course  of  reasoning,  I  was  impressed 
with,  the  .bdief  that  he  meant  to  enforce  those 
prtBciples  in  their  full  extent,  and  his  declaration 
to  me  personally  a  few  minutes  since,  that  he  in- 
tended to  go  the  whole  length  of  those  principles, 
confirmed  the  impression.  But,  sir,  as  such  iiiten- 
tion  is  now  disavowed,  I  forbear  to  press  the  ar- 
gument further. 

I  jiroceed^  sir,  to  examine  the  Constitutional 
question  which  the  amemfanent  presents.  Happily, 
Mr.  President,  we  are  not  investigating  the  prin- 
eifiieB  of  a  Oovemment  whose  origin  is  buried  in 
the  rubbish  of  antiquity — ^whose  powers  are  to  be 
collected  from  history  or  tradition — ^which  relies 
on  precedent  and  usage  to  give  color  to  the  usurpa- 
tion of  power  in  every  emergency :  acquiring  new 
vigor  from  every  succeeding  pecedent :  and  often 
mta  nrec.edents  created  in  times  of  mreign  war 
and  domestic  violence.  Happily  for  this  nation, 
its  Copstrtution  is  a  written  mstrument,  framed  in 
a  time  of  peace,  with  care  and  deliberatioa,  by  the 
most  enlightened  men,  and  penned  with  all  the 
accuracy  and  precision  that  serious  thoo^t  and 
oalm  reflection  could  insure.  Its  history  is  brief, 
and  known  to  all:  the  time  and  manner  of  its 
creation,  the  circumstances  attending  its  adoption, 


are  familiar.  Many  of  the  enlightiCBed  sMesmoi 
whose  talents  and  labors  were  devoted  to  this  gneat 
work,  yet  live  to  share  the  honors  which  their 
flratefiu  country  bestows,  as  a  reward  due  to  their 
distinguished  merit. 

We  must  remember,  then,  Mr.  President,  that 
it  is  a  written  compact,  thus  created,  thus  adopted, 
whose  powers  we  examine.  To  insure  a  correct 
result,  it  is  proper  to  bring  into  view  certain  n^es 
of  reason  and  common  sense,  applicable  to  the 
construction  of  all  written  instruments^  That  we 
must  look  to  the  intention  of  the  jparties,  as  the 
polar  star, »  the  great  leading  rule  of  oonstmetion. 
This  rule  applies  with  eouallbree  to  the  contracts 
of  individuals  in  private  life — to  compacts  between 
soveragn,  independent  States,  as  public  treaties, 
and  to  a  compact  between  the  peofie  and  Giov«ni- 
ment,  in  the  form  of  a  ccmstitution.  To  ascertain 
the  intention  of  the  parties,  and  to  execute  the 
c^npact  in  good  faith,  is  tne  duty  of  an  honest 
statesman.  The  intention,  sir,  is  most  rmturally 
and  safely  collected  from  the  language  and  ex- 
pressions used  in  rdation  to  the  subject-matter.  If 
the  expressions  be  so  indefinite  or  inartificial  as  to 
leave  the  intention  doubtful,  a  comparison  may  be 
made  of  diffierent  parts  of  tae  instrument  fer  da- 
cidaticm,  and  from  that  comparison  an  intention 
may  be  inferred  not  incompatible  with  what  is 
plainly  and  certainly  expressed.  Should  doubts 
still  remain,  the  mind  recurs  to  the  situation  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  the  compact,  and  judges, 
from  the  known  condition  of  the  parties,  how  fisr 
the  proposed  construction  may  comport  widi  rea- 
son ana  good  sense.  These  are  means  used,  under 
different  circumstances,  to  arrive  at  truth.  In  ex- 
amining a  claim  of  powo*  under  this  ConstitttCion, 
when  we  recur  to  the  specific  enumeration  of  pow- 
ers, attend  to  the  proinihitiiHis  there  written,  and 
read  that  jealous  declaration  of  th^  tentb  amend- 
ment, that  aM  power  not  granted  is  reserved,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  the  United  States 
Government  is  one  of  limited  powers;  that,  al- 
though supreme  and  sovereign  as  to  all  matters 
withm  its  legitimate  sphere  oif  action,  yet  it  can- 
not claim  a  general,  unlimited  sovereignty.  The 
people  have  created  State  governments  also,  and 
nave  delegated/  to  them  other  portions  of  power 
within  the  State  limits  for  the  regulation  and  Tuut- 
affement  of  their  internal  domestic  concerns.  A 
Kitish  statesman  may  boast  of  the  omnipotence 
of  a  British  Parliament ;  bat  an  American  states- 
man will  never  claim  the  attribute  of  omnipoteBce 
for  an  American  Confess.  Need  I  adduce  any 
aathority  to  establish  tms  position  7  I  refer  to  the 
cgpinion  of  4he  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  na- 
tion. '^  This  Government  (say  the  Supreme  Coort, 
'  in  the  celebrated  United  States  Bank  caose^)  is 
acknowledffed  by  all  to  be  one  of  enumerated 
powers.  The  prmciple  that  it  can  exerciae  only 
the  powers  granted  to  it,  would  seem  too  appa- 
rent to  have  required  to  oe  enforced  by  all  those 
arguitients  which  its  enliffhteoed  friiends,  while 
it  was  depending  before  the  people,  fbond  it  ne- 
cessary to  urge.  That  principle  is  univcraaihr 
admitted."  And,  again:  "We  admit,  as  aU 
most  admit,  that  the  powers  of  the  Goiwamnl 
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'  are  limited,  and  that  its  limits  are  not  to  be 
'  transcended."  With  this  agree  the  opinions  of 
distinguished  statesmen,  addressed  to  toe  people, 
while  the  Constitution  was  under  consideration. 
Mr.  MadLsoDj  in  No.  45  of  the  Federalist,  says, 
^  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Constitu- 
*-  tion  to  the  Federal  Grovemment  are  few  and  de- 
'  fined;  those  which  are  to  remain  to  the  State 
'  GoTemments  are  numerous  and  indefinite." 

To  the  adroeates  of  power,  in  any  instance,  the 
people  may  with  propriety  say,  show  the  gra^t  of 
the  power  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  incumbent 
on  you  to  show  either  that  it  is  gmnted  as  a  sub- 
stantiTe,  independent  power,  or  that  it  is  inciden- 
tal to  such  a  power,  by  being  necessary  and  proper 
to  be  used  as  a  mean  to  carry  such  a  power  into 
execution.  If  you  cannot  show  this,  your  claim  is 
bad,  your  pretension  must  fail.  In  the  present  in- 
stance you  search  in  rain  among  the  enumerated 
powers  of  the  Congresis :  examine  the  whole  cata- 
logue, with  the  most  scrutiniain^  eye,  it  is  not 
found  there:  proceed  to  the  section  which  enu- 
merates all  that  is  prohibited  to  the  States,  noth- 
ing there  writtei^  can  furnish  a  plausible  ground 
o  mfer  that  such  a  power  was  intended  to  to  dele- 
ited  to  Congress.  It  is  not  then  a  substaatiTe, 
L  'ependent  power,  specified  and  defined  in  the 
geL.  :ral  enumeration  of  powers;  nor  can  it,  in  my 
view,  be  raised  hj  necessary  implication.  Can  it 
with  any  cdor  ot  right  be  asserted,  as  a  power  ne- 
ee«ry  iind  proper  V  carrying  iiito  efl^t  any  of 
the  specified  powers  ?  Here,  sir,  the  advocates  of 
the  amendment  are  equally  embarrassed.  With 
which  of  the  specified  powers  is  it  connected? 
which  of  them  calls  upon  it  for  aid,  or  which  of 
them  cam  leceiye  any  aid  from  it  ?  b  it  necessary 
to  aid  in  laying  and  coidecting  taxes^  borrowing 
money,  or  r^goating  commercel  Sir,  you  ahaS 
name  in  succession  every  power  enumerated  in 
this  in.^(tniment,  examine  and  con»der  them  in  all 
their  Yarions  bcArinfgs  and  relations  to  the  interests 
and  concerns  of  this  nation,  and  reason  and  can- 
dor shall  compel  tou  to  acknowledge  that  the 
power  now  claimed  to  impose  this  restriction  has 
not  the  remotest  connexion  with  any  of  them. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  contended  that,  thouffh 
not  expresdf  ffranted,yet  the  power  may  ne  &iriy 
inferred.  It  is  somewhat  unfortunate,  however, 
that  the  friends  of  this  amendment  cannot  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  article  and  section  of 
the  CoDstitotion  from  which  it  may  be  inferred. 
One  hraorafale  gentleman  points  to  tne  9th  section 
of  the  1st  article:  **  The  migration  or  importation 
'  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing 
'  shall  think'  proper  ta  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited 
^  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1806k"  He  con- 
teads  that  the  persons  here  referred  to  are  slaves, 
and  that,  as  die  prohibition  was  limited  to  a  perioa 
of  time  now  past,  Congress  may  now  interdict  the 
migration  of  citizens,  with  their  ^ves,  from  one 
Stale  to  another,' or  from  the  old  States  to  the  new 
State  of  Missouri.  The  attempt  to  infer  so  im- 
portant a  power  from  this  prohibitory  clause,  is 
aorel,  unprecedented,  and  dangerous ;  and,  in  my 
hamble  opinion,  is  contiary  to  the  genius  of  the 
Constitution,  containing  an  enumeration  of  the 


delegated  powers,  which  was  penned  with  care 
and  precision,  and  cannot  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  leave  such  a  power  to  be  extracted  fnnn  a  pro- 
hibition. Such  inference  is,  therefcnre^  denied. 
Further,  sir,  it  is  not  granted  that  "  migration" 
was  intended  to  apply  to  "  slaves,"  thougk  "  im- 
portation" does;  having  a  reference  to  the  general 
power  of  replacing  commerce,  by  virtue  oi  which 
Conffress  might  have  imposed  a  prohibitory  duty 
on  tne  importation  of  slaves,  at  their  discretion. 
This  right  was,  therefore,  restrained,  for  a  certain 
time,  at  the  instance  of  the  Southern  States.  But 
the  permitted  duty  is  confined  to  the  "  importa- 
tion,^' leav  ing  the  miffratiou"  free.  Migration  also, 
as  was  justly  remarked  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  iipplies  free  agency,  and  the 
exercise  of  will,  in  the  persons  migrating,  which 
cannot  correctly  be  predicated  of  a  slave.  But, 
sir,  even  if  die  word  '<  migration"  be  construed  .to 
ap[dy  to  slaves,  as  well  as  the  word  ^'  importation" 
in  that  clause,  yet  I  deny  that  it  was^  intended  to 
refer  to  the  several  States,  or  to  give  Congress  the 
power  at  will  to  prevent  the  removal  of  a  citizen, 
with  lus  family  and  property,  (and  slaves  may 
come  under  botn  descnptions,)  firom  one  State  to 
another.  The  term  migration,  associated  with 
importation,  most  be  taken  to  refer  to  a  foreign 
country  or  territory,  as  the  ^terminus  a  quo:^^  the 
migration  begins,  and  therefore  applies  only  to 
forei^e^s,  not  to  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 
in  dii9  sense  it  is  used  in  the  Deelaretion  of  Inde- 
pendence, which  furnishes  a  standard  construction 
m  a  prior  State  paper,  to  which  we  may  safely 
refer,  and  most  probably  the  term  was  transplanted 
from  that  instrument  into  this  Constitution.  In 
the  recital  there  of  the  grievances,  which  the  colo~ 
nies  had  suficred  at  the  hands  of  the  King,  we 
read:  "He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  popula- 
'  tion  of  these  States ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing 
'  the  laws  fmr  the  naturall^tion  ot  foreigners — ^re- 
<  frisinff  to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migja- 
'  tion  hither ;"  evidently  meaning  the  migration 
of  fdireignen  from  a  fore^.  country  to  the  States, 
and  as  evidently  excluding  slaves,  who  were  not 
persons  to  whom  naturalization  laws  a[^ied.^ 

Surely,  sir,  a  power  to  prohibit  freemen  from 
removing  from  one  State  to  another,  with  their 
families  and  property,  ought  not  to  dqiend  on 
abstruse  reaaoning,  or  uncertain  inference^  or  be 
raised  by  implication  in  a  written  constitutMm. 
What  is  it  but  a  power  to  create  a  State  prison  of 
a  slaveholding  State;  to  incarcerate  the  citizens  of 
the  Southern  States  with  th^r  black  population^ 
or  reduce  them  to  the  ruinous  alternative  of  aban-^ 
doning  their  lands,  as.  the  only  means  of  escaping 
from  a  state  of  confinement  the  most  odious  that 
can  be  imagined  ?  Think  you,  sir.  that  such  was 
the  intention  of  those  who  signed  that  instrument, 
and  recommended  it  to  ueir  fellow-<itizens7 
Think  you,  sir,  that  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States,  in  adopting  the  Constitution,  meant  to 
delegate  such  a  power  to  Congress?  It  would  b^ 
a  waste  of  time  to  reason  upon  the  question.  Sir, 
it  is  incredible  that  such  could  be  the  intention  of 
the  parties  to  that  compactj  and  strangely  will  it 
be  distorted  and  perverted,  if  the  term  "  migration," 
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in  this  prohibitory  clause,  can  be  made  the  basis 
on  which  to  raise  this  colossal  power.  Should 
sQch  a  construction  prevail,  lamentablv  short,  in- 
deed, I  fear  will  *  be  the  duration  of  this  boasted 
palladium  of  American  liberty. 

Other  honorable  gentlemen  imagine  they  can 
find  a  warrant  for  imposing  this  restriction  in  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article:  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of^  and  make  all  needfnl 
rules  and  regulations  respecting^  the  territory  or 
other  property  of  the  United  States."  In  answer- 
ing this  pretension,  it  is  not  necessary  to  deny  to 
Congress  all  the  power  there  expressed  oyer  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  if  Congress 
were  now  engaged  in  making  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  such  territory,  this  clause  would 
support  tne  claim  of  power.  But,  sir,  so  far  from 
legislating,  to  dispose  of^  or  make  resulations  re- 
specting, territory,  the  bill  on  your  table  provides 
for  relinquishing  the  territorial  government;  raises 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  the  dignity  of  self-^v- 
ernment;  empowers  them  to  form  a  constitution; 
to  assume  the  character  of  an  independent  State, 
and,  as  such,  to  take  equal  rank  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union.  Such  a  bill  is  directly  op- 
posed to  the  last  recited  clause,  and,  therefore, 
that  clause  can  give  no  color  to  the  exercise  of  a 
power,  designed  to  operate  not  on  the  territory, 
out  on  the  State,  at,  and  from  the  moment  of,  its 
birth. 

It  has  been  further  insisted,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  provision,  that.  "  new  States  may  be  admitted 
by  the  Congress  into  this  Union,"  vests  Congress 
with  a  discretionary  power  to  admit  or  refuse,  and. 
therefore,  that  Congress  may  prescribe  terms  and 
conditions  of  admission.  Sir,  the  premises  may 
be  true,  the  conclusion  may  be  false.  It  is  not 
denied  that  the  word  "may,"  in  its  ordinary  sense, 
imports  a  discretion  to  act  or  not;  but  in  this 
clause  it  can  give  no  power  beyond  the  exercise  of 
the  will  to  admit  or  refuse  admission :  and  cannot, 
by  fair,  reasonable  construction,  confer  a  power  to 
impose  terms  which  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  to  be  admitted.  In  the  exercise  of  a  power 
derived  from  a  politicat  compact,  or  created  by 
law,  in  the  use  ot  which,  others  besides  the  actor 
have  an  interest,  it  is  the  rule  of  reason  and  sense, 
that,  to  be  exercised  fairly,  it  must  be  exercised  not 
capriciously,  but  with  souod  discretion;  cdways 
re^rding  the  just  rights  of  those  who  are  interested. 

The  people  of  Missouri  having  an  immediate  in- 
terest in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  claim  admis- 
sion under  the  guaranty  of  a  solemn  treaty  of 
cession,  which  provides  that  ^  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated'  in  the 
Union  of  the  United  States,"  and  admitted,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  me  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  Under  this  treaty,  part  of  the 
ceded  territoryr  has  been  admitted  as  a  State,  with- 
out such  restriction  as  is  now  attempted  to  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri ;  and,  so  far,  the  treaty  has  been 
expounded  and  executed  in  good  faith.  This  treaty, 
solemnly  ratified,  appeals  to  the  honor  and  justice 
of  the  nation  for  faithful  execution,  as  soon  as  pos- 


sible. The  United  States  stand  in  the  character 
of  a  trustee  for  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory, 
and,  whenever  they  attain  a  capacity  to  accept  a 
surrendte  of  the  trust,  the  surrender  should  be 
promptly  made,  and  the  estate  delivered  up,  unim- 
paired and  unfettered  by  conditions  and  restrictions 
not  contemplated  in  tne  deed  by  which  the  trust 
was  created.  If,  then,  sir,  Missouri  has  attained 
the  competent  deme  of  population  and  strength  to 
entitle  her  to  seLf-govemment,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  the  bill 
on  your  table  admits,  Congress  is  bound  to  admit 
het  into  the  Union  without  delay,  as  freely  as  other 
parts  of  the  ceded  territory  have  been  admitted, 
without  imposing  a  restriction  that  impairs  her 
State  sovereignty ;  since  neither  the  Constitution 
nor  the  treaty  grants  poMrer  to  impose  that  restric- 
tion. 

Thb  power  then,  so  strenuously  contended  for, 
is  not  found  among  the  specified  or  enumerated 
powers  delegated  to  Congress ;  it  is  not  a  power 
which  can  to  claimed*  as  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  any  ^lecified  power,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  cannot  reasonably  be  raised  by  impli- 
cation from  the  dififerent  parts  of  the  Constitution 
on  which  its  advocates  rdy. 

But,  Mr.  President,  instead  of  being  surprised 
that  such  a  power  is  not  found  in  the  charter,  it 
would  be  cause  of  inexpressible  surprise  if  it  were 
found  there ;  for  I  am  convinced  the  people  never 
designed  to  grant  it  This  charter  was  designed 
to  govern  and  regulate  the  great  political  national 
concerns  of  the  Union,  not  to  interfere  w^ith  the 
internal  regulations,  the  private  or  domestic  con- 
cerns of  the  States.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  the 
distinguished  statesmen,  to  whom  I  before  referred. 
Mr.  Madison,  in  the  same  number  of  the  Federal- 
ist before  cited,  after  informing  the  pec^le  that  the 
powers  delected  to  the  Federal  Gh>yefnment  are 
few  and  demied — ^those  that  remain  to  the  States 
numerous  and  indefinite,  adds,  '^  the  former  will  be 
exercised  principally  on  external  objects,  as  war, 
peace,  negotiation,  and  foreign  commerce,  with 
which  last,  the  powers  of  taxation  will  for  the 
most  part  be  connected.  The  power  reserved  to 
the  several  States  will  extend  to  all  the  objects, 
which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  afiairs,  concern 
the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  people, 
and  the  internal  order,  improvement,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  State ;"  aild,  in  the  succeeding  num- 
ber, speaking  of  the  Sfote  governments,  he  adds, 
"  By  the  superintending  care  of  these,  all  the  more 
domestic  and  personal  interests  of  the  people  will 
be  regulated  and  provided  for."    The  same  dis- 


that  under  consideration,  which  is  merely  intended 
to  regulate  the  general  political  interests  of  the 
nation,  than  to  a  Constitution  which  has  the  re- 
gulation of  every  species  of  personal  and  private 
concerns." 

Sir.  it  must  be  admitted  by  every  statesman, 
that  this  Constitution  never  was  designed  to  have 
jurisdiction  over  the  domestic  conoons  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  several  States.    No,  sir,  these  are  ^irisdy 
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left  exclusively  to  the  State  sovereignties,  as  their 
natural  guardians.  The  proposed  amendment  if 
adopted,  will  regulate,  hy  an  irrevocable  provision 
in  a  statute,  one  of  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Can  this  be  de- 
nied? Need  I  name  to  this  Senate  what  are  ap- 
Sropriatdy  termed  the  domestic  relations  of  civil 
fe?  They  are  those  of  husband  and  wife — to 
which  happily  succeeds  that  of  parent  and  child, 
too  often  followed  by  that  of  guardian  and  ward; 
with  all  which  is  connected  that  of  nlaster  and 
servant,  either  by  yolu^tary  or  involuntary  servi- 
tude. These,  sir,  with  peculiar  propriety  and 
truth,  are  denominated  "^  the  domestic  relations." 
They  exist  in  the  bosom  of  the  family,  in  the  hum- 
hie  walks  of  private  life,  and  have  no  connexion 
with  the  general  political  interests  of  the  Union. 
If  Con^^ress  can  roKuiate  one,  why  not  all  of  these 
domestic  relations  ?  They  ail  stand  on  the  same 
level,  and  if  one  be  within  the  grasp  of  your  pow- 
er, what  shall  exempt  or  protect  the  rest  ?  fiven 
the  contract  of  marriage,  and  the  period  of  release 
from  guardianship  may  become  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion in  some  future  Congress,  on  the  admission 
of  some  future  State.  If  such  a  power  exists,  who 
shall  stav  its  hand  or  prescribe  its  limits  ?  Sir,  the 
proposed  restriction  is  a  direct  invasion  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  State — ^it  will  wrest  from  Missouri 
that  power  which  belongs  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  to  regulate  its  domestic  concerns  accordinj; 
to  the  will  of  the  people.  But  further,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  cannot  escape  observation,  that,  to  accom- 
plish the  proposed  object,  Congress  must  invent  a 
new  mode  of  legislation — a  legislation  in  perpe- 
tuity. In  the  common  course  of  legislation,  every 
law  is  subject  to  be  altered,  or  repealed,  according 
to  the  wisdom  and  discretidh  of  any  future  Legis- 
lature. Here  you  transcend  the  power  of  any  le- 
eislative  body  Known  to  a  Republic — you  impose 
by  statute  a  restriction  to  be  and  remain  irrevo- 
cable forever.  To  such  a  dilemma  the  usurpation 
of  power  leads.  What,  then,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
true  character  of  this  bill,  with  such  an  amend- 
ment? Not  simply  a  law,  but  a  law  to  make,  in 
part,  a  constitution  for  the  future  State  of  Mis- 
souri ;  nay,  more,  to  make  her  constitution  in  that 
point  unalterable  forever,  and  place  It  beyond  the 
power  of  the  people.  Is  not  this  depriving  the 
people  of  their  acluiowledged  rights,  and  the  State 
of  part  of  its  legitimate  sovereignty  t  If  Congress 
can  thus,  by  anticipatioU,  make  part  of  a  consti- 
tution for  a  State,  and  force  it  upon  her  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  her  admission,  why  may  not 
Congress  make  other  parts  of  her  constitution  un- 
der the  form  of  other  conditions  ?  The  power  is 
the  same,  the  right  is  equal.  If,  sir,  the  people  of 
Missouri  be  thus  compelled  to  mould  their  State 
constitution  according  to  the  mandate  of  Con- 
gress, must  not  Missouri  enter  the  Union  shorn  of 
some  of  those  beams  of  sovereignty  that  encircle 
her  sister  States?  Can  she  be  said  to  stand  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  them  ?  Let  truth  and  can- 
dor answer. 

But,  sir,  t6  this  objection  it  is  rralied  that  simi- 
lar terms  were  prescribed  to  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois.    True.    Recollect,  however, 


that  the  condition  of  those  States  was,  in  every 
respect,  different  from  the  condition  of  Missouri. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  passed  by  Congress  under 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  was  tendered  to  the 
settlers  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  (whether 
with  or  without  authority,  is  immaterial  now,)  as 
a  compact  and  agreement.  The  settlers  tiiere 
knew  of  this  compact-r-made  their  arrangements 
accordingly — society  there  was  formed  and  mould- 
ed on  the  principles  of  that  ordinance,  and  was 
thus  gradually  prepared  to  adopt  the  same  princi- 
ples in  the  State  constitutions ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  terms  were  proposed,  without 

? (position,  and  met  the  approbation  of  the  people, 
he  maxim,  "  volenti  rumJU  injuria.^*  applies,  with 
peculiar  force,  to  such  a  case.  Different,  in  all 
respects,  is  the  case  of  Missouri :  part  of  a  territory 
acquired  by  treaty  from  a  foreign  Power — never 
subject  to  the  ordinance  of  1787 — involuntary  ser- 
vitude existed  there  at  the  time  of  cession,  and 
still  exists — the  people  object  to  this  restriction-^ 
insist  upon  their  rights  under  the  treaty,  and  deny 
your  power  to  impose  such  a  condition.  Under 
circumstances  so  entirely  dissimilar,  the  North- 
western States  furnish  not  even  the  frail  authority 
of  nrecedent  to  bind  Missouri. 

If  Congress  really  possess  a  power  to  interdict 
the  migration  of  slaves,  and  to  confine  them  within 
the  States  where  they  are  now  settled,  where  is 
the  neoessity  of  attempting  to  effect  that  object, 
indirectly  and  partially,  by  the  proposed  restric- 
tion ?  If  that  power  exist,  as  is  contended,  Con- 
gress can,  at  discretion,  effect  the  object  by  a  gen- 
eral law,  eaually  binding  all  the  States.  And,  sir. 
to  tne,  such  course  would  appear  more  dignifira 
than  to  force  on  a  new  State  so  humiliating  a  con- 
dition. To  my  mind,  however,  it  is  clear,  Mr. 
President^  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power  to 
impose  this  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri, 
and  that  to  exercise  it  will  be  flagrant  usurpation. 
The  legitimate  business  of  Congress  is  to  enact 
laws,  not  to  make  Constitutions.  But,  sir,  if  it  be 
only  a  doubtful  question,  wisdom  and  sound  pol- 
icy, and  a  regard  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Union,  forbid  the  attempt  to  exercise  it.  This 
Government,  deriving  all  its  powers  by  immediate 
grants  from  the  people,  relies  for  its  support,  nar, 
for  its  existence,  on  the  good  opinion  and  conn* 
dence  of  the  people.  These  it  will  have,  as  long 
as  it  is  believed  tnat  the  powers  delegated  to  Con- 
ffress  are  honestly  exercised  for  the  general  wel- 
fare. Influenced  by  this  sentiment,  the  people  will 
ever  be  found  willing  subjects  of  this  Constitution, 
and  the  Gfovemment  will  be  strong,  powerful,  nay, 
invinciblei  But,  sir,  if  Congress  shall  pursue  a 
course  that  gives  just  cause  to  suspect  that  they 
are  grasping  at  power  beyond  the  grant ;  that  they 
are  trenching  on  the  powers  reserved  to  the  people, 
or  invading  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  it  requires 
not  prophetic  vision  to  predict  the  result  The 
same  spirit  that  resisted  British  tyrannv  will  resiat 
usurpation  from  any  quarter,  and  to  tne  people  i% 
will  be  indifferent  whether  oppression  comes  un- 
der an  edict  from  a  British  Parliament  or  from  aii 
American  Congress.  And,  sir,  however  strooff  this 
Ctovemment  may  feel,  supported  by  the  cenfidence 
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of  the  States  and  the  affections  of  the  people,  it  is 
not  wise  to  try  its  strength,  under  a  douotful  power, 
against  a  numher  of  respectable  States. 

I  rose,  Mr.  President,  to  express  my  ideas  upon 
the  Constitutional  question  alone — ^the  treatjr  of 
cession,  intimately  connected  with  the  question, 
presents  also  serious  difficulties  in  the  way ;  but 
that  part  of  the  subject  has  been  already  exhausted 
by  honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  me.  As  to 
the  expediency,  I  will  only  ^aiad,  that  no  measure 
which  violates  the  Constitution  can  be  expedient  \ 
no  measure  that  jeopardizes  the  internal  peace  of 
the  Union,  and  stakes  the  Constitution  upon  an  act 
of  doubtful  power,  can  be  deemed  a  measure  of 
wisdom  or  sound  policy. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  being  my  sincere  coayic- 
tions  in  relation  to  the  great  Constitutional  ques- 
tion which  the  amendment  presents,  my  duty  is 
plain  though  unpleasant.  I  must  Tote  against  that 
amendment; 


MoNOAT,  January  31. 

Mr;  Elliot  presented  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  oi  the  Savannaji  poor  house  and  hos- 
pital^ erected  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  and  oth- 
ers, and  of  American  seamen,  praying  Congress  to 
take  such  an  interest  in  it  as  would  secure  to  the 
Unitnl  States  the  use  of  such  a  nroportion  of  the 
building  as  might  be  necessary  for  their  seamen ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
i^ittee  on  Commerce  ana  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  Jamas 
Simpson,  American  Consul  at  Morocco,  praying 
that  he  may  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  the  rate 
of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  with  house 
rent  in  addition ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Mary  Cas- 
sin,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  payment  of  anrear- 
i^;es  of  certain  soldiers'  pay,  as  stated  ii^  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL.  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buddings,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  making  approjpciations  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
eoutii  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Presi- 
deent's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Exec- 
utive Offices,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Sanford  communicated  the  foUowinff  reM>- 
l^tions  of  the  L^pslature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  were  read : 

**  8tat^  Of  Nbw  Yobk,  lir  Ambmblt, 

January  17,  IdSQ. 

**  Wheremt  the  inhibitiRg  the  farther  extension  of 
slavery  in  thooe  Unitsd  States  is  a  snbjoct  of  deep 
ooDcera  unoi^g  the  people  of  this  State :  and  whereas 
we  considef  slavery  mg  an  evil  much  to  be  deplorsd ; 
and  that  evory  ConstitBtiaBal  barrier  skonid  bo  inter* 
posed  to  prevent ita  farther  extension;  and  that  the 
Constitntion  of  the  Umted  States  clearly  gives  jCoa* 
gresa  (he  rifbt  l»  reqaire  of  new  States^  not  oomprised 
anlhin  thooritinel  boondsries  of  these  United  aiate% 


the  prohibition  of  slavery,  as  a  oanditiop  of  ita  admit- 
•ion  into  the  Union :  therefore, 

**  Meiolved,  (if  the  honorahle  Senate  ooncnr  herein,) 
That  oar  Senators  be  instrncted,  and  our  Represeota- 
tives  in  Congress  be  requested,  to  oppose  the  admis- 
sion as  a  State  into  the  Union  of  any  Territory  not  com* 
prised  as  aforesaid,  without  making  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  therein  an  indispensable  condition  of  admisaion: 
therefore, 

"  Ruohed,  That  meeoorea  be  taken  bj  the  Clocks 
of  the  Senate  and  Aaaembly  of  this  State,  to  tranemit 
copies  of  the  preoadiDg  resolntioaa  to  each  of  oar  Sea- 
aton  and  RepreaentativeB  tBtCoagrees. 

<«  (Mertd,  That  the  Clerk  deUver  a  copy  of  tte 
preceding  reaolntiona  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  and 
reqaest  their  concanrence  in  the  same. 

**  By  ordw  of  the  Assembly. 

^  AARON  CLABK,  CUrk:' 

SvATB  or  Nbw  Yobk,  iv  Ssvatb, 

Jiumary  SO,  1820. 
That  the  Senate  do  concur  with  the 
Aiaerably  in  their  said  reeolntiona. 
That  the  Clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  ths 
lotion  of  ooncanpsnce  to  the  honorable 
By  order. 

•<  JOHN  T.  BACON,  Cierk: 


»< 


*% 


honorable  the 
''Ordtrtdf 
preceding  reao 
the  Aseerably. 


»f 


Mr.  Walkeb,  of  Geor^,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration. 

"  Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  district  jadge  lor  the  district  of 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Johns pN.  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  lor  consideration  i 

«  Ruohed^  That  the  Prasident  of  the  United  States 
be  leqoeaied  to  lay  before  the  Senate  anch  information 
as  he  may  possess  relative  to  the  execution  of  ao  much 
of  the  fint  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  aad 
Amity  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  and 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  commiinicated." 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  marine 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  his  claim  authorized 
to  be  settled  at  the  last  session^  by  an  act  passed 
for  his  relief;  and  the  memorial  was  reaa,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leake,  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  the  report  of  the  Comnaittee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John^icholls;  and,  on  motion  hy  Mt.Batoh,  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Coipmittee  of  Claims,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  hiU  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volun- 
teers engaged  in  a  late  campaign  against  the  Sem- 
inole Indians,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideraticm  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  upon  tke  pe- 
tition of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others;  and  the 
further  Consideration  thereof  was  postponed  unttl 
Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  mnas  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Cornelia  Sehoonmak^,  admin- 
istratrix, and  Peter  Manns  Groen,  administrator^of 
Zachariah  Schoomnaker,  late  paymaster  of  the  2d 
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regiment  of  the  United  States'  Tolnnteer  artillery ; 
and,  in  coDCurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  tne 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Edwards  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  relation 
to  the  continuation  of  the  National  Road ;  and  the 
resolutions  were  read,  and  referned  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  booksdler,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Fielding 
Lucas,  jnn.,  bookseller,  of  Baltimoie,  proposing  to 
fumisn  a  rolume  to  contain  fire  sessions  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  continuation,  and  in 
a  style  to  correspond  with  the  edition  of  nve  Tol* 
umes  puUisfaed  under  the  sanction  and  authority 
of  Congress,  by  John  Bioren,  William  Duane,  and 
Roger  C.  Weightman,  and  praying  the  sanction 
and  aid  of  Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  ^nsideration  of 
the  Missoori  question. 

Mr.  BARBOtm,  of  Yhginia,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  more  than  three  hours  a^inst  the  pro- 
posed restriction ;  but,  before  concluding  his  speech, 
intimated  a  desif  e  to  be  allowed  to  defer  tne  re- 
mainder of  his  remarks  to  to-morrow ;  and  Uie 
subject  was  accordingly  postponed. 


ToBSDAY,  February  1. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana^  praying  that  the 
fee  simple  of  a  certain  township  or  land  which 
had  been  reserved  for  the  use  of  working  a  salt 
spring  thereon,  may  be  vested  in  said  State,  to  be 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied  to  roads  and 
inland  navigation;  ^nd  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Otis  submitted  the  following  motiohs  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  for 
years  the  law  making  foreign  gotd  coins  a  tender. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  Mississippi  stock,  by 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  bearing  interest  at  -^i^— 
per  cent,  per'annmn,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure 
of  Govvrmnent  to  such  of  the  proprietors  thereof  as 
may  eleet  to  receive  payment  in  this  aMde« 

Mr.  MeLLETf  presented  the  petition  of  J.  R. 
Cfaadbonme,  and  others,  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  the  aid 
of  Government  in  making  a  certain  road ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Puhlic  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ult.  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  juage 
for  the  district  of  Georgia,  and  agmd  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
(notion  of  the  31st  ult  for  infbrmation  touching 
tke  late  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  His 


Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  as  re- 
lates to  the  vestitutton  of  slaves ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday  against  the  re- 
striction.   The  speech  follows  entire ; 

Mr.  President,  the  Senate  will  do  justice  to  my 
sincerity  when  I  declare  that  it  is  with  unfeigned 
reluctance  I  rise  to  address  them  at  this  sta^  of 
the  discussion — that,  had  I  yielded  to  my  feelings, 
instead  of  obeying  a  sense  of  duty,  I  should  have 
remained  silent.  Whatever  the  human  mind  could 
well  conceive  has  been  either  spoken  or  written 
on  this  subject,  and  no  superiority  of  intdlect 
could  add  an  additional  ray  of  %ht.  So  vain  a 
hope,  therefore,  with  my  humble  pretensions, 
would  be  the  height  of  folly. 

Tiie  question,  however,  involves  such  important 
consequences,  whether  we  view  it  in  its  Constitu- 
tional light,  or  as  it  regards  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, plighted  by  treaty,  or  consider  it  as  to  its 
expediency,  as  involving  the  duration  of  the  Union, 
or  in  any  event  its  tranquillity,  it  seems  to  jusdfy, 
if  not  to  require,  any  man  to  aisclose  the  reasons 
of  his  vote.  But,  personal  eonsiderations  apart, 
the  feeling  which  tnis  policy,  as  insulting  as  it  is 
uiriust,  has  so  justly  excitea  in  the  South  and 
^VVest,  in  which  my  constituents  so  naturally  par- 
ticipate, seems  to  require  that  their  Representa- 
tive on  this  floor  should  raise  his  voice,  however 
feeUe,  in  solemn  protest  against  its  adoption. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  subject,  and  the 
sentiments  avowed  in  its  discussion.  I  had  earoect- 
ed  to  have  felt  nothing  but  unmixed  regret ;  i  had 
expected  to  have  travelled  an  unpleasant  path, 
filled  only  with  thorns.  To  my  relief,  I  mve 
found  here  and  there  a  solitary  spot  of  verdure,  on 
Which  my  eye  ddi^hted  to  dwell.  I  have  seen  the 
most  prodigious  display  of  the  powers  of  die  hu- 
man mind;  I  have  seen  its  empire  enlarged  far 
beyond  my  most  sanguine  hopes.  I  do  not  intend 
to  confine  my  remarn  to  one  or  two,  but  to  extend 
them  to  most  of  those  who  have  engaged  in  the 
debate.  They  have  surrounded  this  bodv  with 
deserved  renown ;  to  which,  ^fnough  I  feel  a  con- 
sciousness I  cannot  add.  yet  I  must  be  permitted, 
as  a  member  of  this  body,  to  claim  some  partici- 
pation. But  1  have  seen  more;'  I  have  seen  a 
dcjgree  of  firmness  and  magnanimity  most  enno- 
bling to  human  nature — Senators  rising  superior 
to  cramor  and  popular  excitement,  and  filling  the 
measure  assigned  them  by  the  Constitution,  at  the 
expense  of  office,  with  the  sacrifice  of  popularity, 
firmlv  discharging  their  duty.  Such  men,  com- 
pared with  the  supple  politician,  who  bends  like  a 
reed  to  the  blast — ^who,  to  promote  his  own  ag- 
grandizement, practises  upon  the  prejudices  of 
mankind — will,  by  an  impartial  posterity,  when 
the  false  fire  of  the  moment  shall  have  sub^ded, 
be  placed  in  the  zenith,  while  the  latter  will  be 
consi^ed  to  the  nadir  of  the  moral  world.  Go  on, 
iUustnous  Senators,  in  the  career  of  glory  you  have 
commenced !    Afaiue  whatever  sacrifice  the  faithful 
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discharge  of  your  duty  may  produce  with  fortitude^ 
and  reap  your  reward  in  tae  consolation  of  reflect- 
ing that  you  have  sared  your  country  from  ruin, 
and  in  the  justice  of  all  trying  time !  With  these 
exceptions,  all  that  I  have  neard  has  filled  me 
with  solicitude  and  pain.  I  have  heard  sentiments 
uttered  that  go  to  shalce  the  foundations  of  the  Union, 
and  to  produce  a  revolution  in  the  Government — 
principles  avowed  directlv  hostile  to  the  compact 
on  wnich  reposes  our  Union,  and  the  doctrine 
avowed  that  all  power  not  prohibited  belongs  to 
the  Greneral  Government.  To  combat  these — ^to 
deprive  them  of  all  authority,  by  showing  their 
fallacy — ^wiU  be  the  object  of  my  endeavors.  Be- 
fore, however.  I. proceed  to  this,  let  me  notice  an 
attempt  whicn  has  been  made  to  give  a  character 
to  this  question  which  it  does  not  deserve.  It  has 
been  said  that  this  is  a  question  between  slavery 
and  freedom.  A  more  indefensible  perversion  was 
never  attempted  to  be  practised  on  the  human  mind. 
Such  a  statement  of  the  question  is  a  libel  on  the 
South.  ' 

I  appeal,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  to 
every  member  of  the  Senate,  from  every  quarter 
of  the  Union,  when  I  ask  if  the  Southern  mem- 
bers have  not  mvariably  supported,  with  unanimi^, 
ever^  proposition  which  had  for  its  object  the  sup- 
pressio|i  of  the  slave  trade  \  and  whether,  during 
the  last  session,  we  did  not  indulge  them  in  the 
project,  as  wild  as  it  was  well  designed,  of  expend- 
ing thousands  for  the  accommodation  of  the  un- 
fortunate victims  of  that  i^bominable  trade,  by  au- 
thorizing the  Grovernment  to  provide  them  an 
afiylum  m  Africa,  to  be  maintained  at  the  public 
expense.  Can,  then,  any  man  believe  we  wish  to 
multiply  the  number?  The  question  we  are  called 
to  discuss  is  not  whether  slaves  shall  be  multiplied. 
If  it  was,  there  would  be  but  one  sentiment  here. 
What  is  the  real  question?  Shall  we  violate  the 
Constitution,  bv  imposing  restrictions  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  i  WhUe  exercising  the  great  priv- 
ilege of  forming  their  government,  shall  we  disre- 
Surd  the  solemn  obligations  imposed  by  treaty? 
nd  shall  we  finally  do  an  immeasurable  act  of  m- 
Justice,  in  excluding  the  people  of  one  half  the 
lepublic  from  participating  in  that  country  bought 
by  a  common  trea.sure  and  their  exclusive  councus? 
And  for  what?  Not  to  ^diminish  slavery,  but  to 
confine  it  within  its  present  limits — destructive  to 
the  slaves  themselves,  and  fatal,  eventually,  to  the 
whole  population — ^instead  of  diffusing  them  over 
a  wide-spread  countrv,  where  their  comforts  would 
be  increased,  and  bv  their  disproportionate  numbers 
they  might  be  witnin  the  reach  of  the  suggestions 
of  |x>licy  and  of  humanity.  Not  to  diminish  slavery, 
I  repeat  again;  but  to  seduce  the  white  population 
from  this  portion  of  country  thus  interdicted,  and 
to  increase  the  disproportion  of  the  blacks  to  such 
an  extent  as  forever  to  shut  the  door  of  hope  upon 
tbem ;  or  to  drive  us  from  the  country,  and  sur- 
render it  exclusively  to  them. 

This  is  the  real  state  of  the  question,  which  I 
will  ta^ow  proceed  to  discuss;  and,  for  the  sake  of 
perspicuity,  Inropose  to  do  so  under  the  following 
heads :  1st  You  have  no  Constitutional  right  to 
impose  the  restriction  involved  in  the  amenoment. 


2d.  That  the  treaty  by  which  we  acquired  the 
country  forbids  it.  And  third.  That  it  is  inex- 
pedient and  unjust  to  do  so. 

1st.  Your  Constitutional  right.  It  may  not  be 
unimportant,  in  discussing  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  ascend  to  the  origin  of  the  Government. 
To  ascertain  its  humility,  its  {Nrogress  in  acquiring 
power,  and  its  now  alarming  pretensions.  A  dis- 
cussion of  this  character  wul  not  be  entirely  with- 
out its  use  in  reference  to  the  general  course  of  our 
legislation.  Some  gentlemen  mav  thereby  acquire 
the  information  they  seem  to  lack,  that  adl  power 
not  prohibited  is  not  granted  necessarily  to  the 
Government,  as  has  been  contendcMl  for  by  at  least 
one  of  the  speakers  who  have  gone  b^ore  me. 
The  present  Constitution  b  nothing  more  than  an 
expansion  of  the  Confederation.  Its  object  is  the 
same;  the  means  of  attaining  th^t  obiect  have 
only  been  enlarged.  And  what  was  tnat?  To 
operate  on  our  external  concerns,  and  to  regulate 
such  subjects  internally  as  could  not^  from  their  char- 
acter and  extent,  be  properly  administered  by  any  of 
the  States ;  and  there  only  to  the  extent  specificallj 
enumerated  ia  the  Constitution.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  this  mass  of  power,  awarded  to  the 
Confederation,  was  surrounded  by  sovereign  States, 
whose  iealousy  of  the  General  Government  was 
such,  tnat,  as  experience  evinced  in  piactical  re- 
sults, thev  were  entirelv  incompetent  to  the  object 
It  is  wortny  of  remark,  now  cautiously  they  guarded 
against  the  abuse  of  this  very  limited  authority,  by 
the  2d  article  of  that  instrament,  which  is  to  the 
effect  following: 

"Art.  2.  Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  free- 
'  dom,  and  independence,  and  every  power,  juris- 
'  diction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  this  Confedera- 
'  tion  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in 
'  Congress  assembled." 

I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  particularly 
to  the  phraseology  of  this  article,  as  disclosing  the 
real  design  of  the  contracting  parties  ^  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  power  of  the  individual  States,  and  of 
the  General  Government  And,  sustaining  the  posi- 
tion I  have  before  taken  as  to  the  objects  wnose 
administration  was  intended  to  be  connded  to  the 
General  Government,  I  have  been  thus  full  on  this 
liranch  of  the  subject,  because,  although  a  similar 
clause  was  not  introduced  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,,  yet  it  was  distinctly  understood  the 
same  principle  attached  to  the  Constitution,  as  well 
from  the  specific  enumeration  of  the  powers,  as 
the  contemporary  expositions  by  the  moat  afiproved 
writers ;  but,  above  all,  by  the  10th  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  to  the  effect  fdilowing:    ^  The 


universally  agreed,  it  was  that  necessitv  of  restrain- 
ing the  General  Governme^it  within  tne  prescribed 
limits,  to  guard  against  encroachments  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  States,  and  thereby  prevent  a  con- 
solidation which  has  been  universally  considefed 
as  a  synonym  with  monarchy. 
These  are  truths  generally  admitted,  and  always 
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have  been,  in  the  abstract ;  bot,  in  fheu*  application, 
we  are  mortified  to  perceive  an  endless  Tariety  of 
opinions,  some  contending  for  a  latitude  so  wide 
in  their  inter|Hretation  of  the  powers  of  the  Gor- 
emment  as  to  defy  limitation ;  while  others  insist, 
and  justly  insist,  that  they  view  the  pow^s  of  the 
Federal  Government,  as  resulting  from  the  com- 
pact to  which  the  States  are  parties,  as  limited  by 
the  i^ain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument 
constituting  that  compact.    This  is  the  language 
of  the  celebrated  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Assem- 
bly.   N6t  merely  because  they  were  adopted  by 
that  body,  but  because  it  was  a  part  of  the  Kepuh- 
lican  creed,  to  which  a  vast  majority  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  gave  their  hearty  approoation,  and  by 
whicn  the  line  was  completely  drawn  between  the 
different  political  parties  of  the  day.    It  is  a  sound 
principle,  which  I  wish  to  see  revived,  (for  it  seems 
to  hare  been  forgotten,)  and  resorted  to  in  all 
doubtful  cases,  as  an  infaUiMe  standard.  And  here, 
I  protest  against  a  species  of  special  pleading, 
which,  rejecting  the  principle  just  alluded  to, 
hunts  for  powers-in  words  or  sentences,  taken  here 
and  there  nom  the  instrument  and  patched  together, 
forming  something  like  a  pretext  tor  the  exercise  oi 
power  parpably  interdicted  by  the  plain  sense  and 
intention  of  the  instrument.    These  preliminaries 
l>eing  disposed  of,  we  are  brought  to  the  conclusion 
that  those  who  contend  for  the  power  in  question 
must  show  it.    Thb  has  been  attempted,  and  no 
two  agree  as  to  the  portion  of  the  Constitution  from 
^7hich  they  derive  the  power.    This  circumstance 
oi  itself  is  oititled  to  great  consideration.    If  the 
subject  had  been  of  a  character  whose  administra- 
ion  could  not  be  effected  by  the  States,  in  their 
mdividual  character,  one  might  be  disposed  to  give 
L  latitude  of  constraction  to  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution,  if  any  existed,  that  related  to  this  subject ; 
»ut  when  it  is  known  that  the  subject  of  slavery 
tad   been  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the 
States,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  Oleneral  Gov- 
'xnment,  except  in  «  ease  of  a  peculiar  character, 
the  dave  traoe,)  before  we  assume  upon  ourselves 
be  exercise  of  such  an  avthority^  we  should  bf 
satisfied  tfant  the  power  has  been  plamly  given.    In 
L£U  of  whichi,  one  gentleman  pretends  to  find  it  in 
clause  whose  only  object  was  a  restraint  upon 
^^ongreas;  while  another  acknowledges  that  he 
considers  this  clause  as  giving  no  such  authority, 
rad  refers  us  to  another ;  while  other  gentlemen 
^lect  new  clauses  impartmg  this  authority. 

Let  Ds  examine  them  respectively.  1st,  let  us 
>xisider  the  1st  clause  of  the  9tb  section,  1st  article, 
^^ntiemen  contend  that  the  word  "  migration,"  is 
L^  magical  word  in  which  is  contained  the  power 
»c3ut  to  be  exercised.  The  plain  answer  to  this 
^  chat  it  produces  a  confusion  of  ideas,  to  assert 
.^t  a  clause,  whose  palpable  design  was  to  restrain 
<=»ngrea8  from  exercising  an  auAority,  imparts  a 
L  bsuuttive  grant  of  power ;  but,  it  is  reasoned, 
b.y  restrain  Coofpess,  till  the  year  1808,  from  ex- 
c^  MsiBg  an  authority  which  they  did  not  possess? 
Z9  gentlemen  mean  to  say  that  all  power  interdict- 
by  the  9th  section  would  belong  to  Congress, 
<a  not  such  restriction  been  inserted  1  The  gen- 
from  If ew  Hamp^dre  contends  for  tfajs 


monstrous  doctrine,  and  asks,  had' it  not  been  for 
the  clause  interdicting  titles  of  nobility,  would  not 
Congress  have  had  the  power  to  have  created  a 
nobility?  The  ^ntleman  seems  not  to  under- 
stand the  first  nnnciples  of  the  Government — ^for, 
if  his  doctrine  oe  acted  upon,  it  is  equal  to  a  revo- 
lution, and  a  Government  of  limited  powers  would 
instantlv  be  converted  into  one  of  absolute  authority. 
I  should  have  paid  less  attention  to  this  doctrine 
by  supposing  tluit  the  gentleman  had  not  reflected 
upon  it,  had  he  not  uttered  the  same  thing  during 
the  last  session.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  this  is 
one  of  his  fixed  principles.  A  more  neretical  or  a 
mere  dangerous  one,  cannot  well  be  conceived.' 
But,  sir,  were  I  for  a  moment  to  yield  a  point  so 
palpable  as  this,  still,  I  might  contend  that  the  gen- 
tlemen would  be  without  the  power  contended  for. 
What  is  the  argument  on  their  part,  that  ^migra- 
tion" and  '^importation"  equally  relate  to  slaves? 
That  ^  importation"  relates  to  foreign  slaves, 
while  ^  migration"  refers  to  domestic  slaves  passing 
from -one  State  to  another,  and  that  Congren, 
therefore,  has  a  right  to  prevent  their  passage  to 
the  Missouri.  Now,  I  contend  that  "  migratton" 
was  intended  to  refer  to  free  foreigners,  coming  to 
this  country,  while  "•  imputation"  was  intend^  to 
apply  to  slaves  from  amad.  ^  This  conclusion  is 
warranted,  as  well  by  the  phraseology  of  the  sec- 
tion, as  by  the  circumstances  of  the  country.  What 
is  its  language?  That  the  migration  or  importar 
tion  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  ex- 
isting shall  tnink  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  pro- 
hibited by  the  Congr^  prior  to  the  year  1808 :  but 
a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person.  If  this 
interpretation  be  received,  the  mining  of  the 
clause  is  intelligible  and  ^natural.  By  dropping 
^<  migration"  when  speaking  of  a  tax  or  duty,  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  migration  spoken 
of  was  that  of  freemen,  to  tax  whom  would  be 
absurd.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at 
that  time  are  entitled  to  great  weight  in  forming 
our  opinion.  A  luge  portion  of  the  Middle, 
Saathem,and  Western  States,  were  sparsely  inhab- 
ited. It  was  among  the  grievances  enumerated,  as 
leading  to  the  Revolution,  that  the  Crown  of  Gh'eat 
Britain  had  indkated  a  hostility  to  the  migration 
of  foreigners.  Hence,  lest  the  most  populous  por- 
tions of  the  United  States  should  indulge  m  a 
similar  abuse  of  power,  Congress  was  expressly 
interdicted  from  taking  any  step  in  relation  thereto, 
prior  to  the  year  1808. 

That  this  was  the  true  import  of  this  clause  b 
not  only  sustained  by  the  considcratiims  to  whidi 
I  have  just  referred,  but  is  supported  by  an  estnoai- 
tion  given  us  at  a  period  near  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  Those  who  opposed  the  alien  law 
in  Congress  insisted  upon  this  interpretation,  and 
none  with^aore  force  than  my  predecessor,  Judge 
Tazewell,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of 
whom  Virginia  can  boast.  In  his  speech,  which 
I  have  now  before  me^  on  the  alien  law,  he  holds 
the  language  I  now  do^  and  contended  that  Cour 
gress  was  virtually  violating  thiS/ clause.  The 
Senate  will  recollect  this  discussion  was  in  1798: 
and  it  m  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  application  or 
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this  ward  to  ilavei  was  fint  made  by  the  friends 
of  the  alien  law,  to  elude  the  force  of  this  aigu- 
menL  The  eommittee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires,  in  an  elaborate  renort,  drawn  with  a  view 
to  defend  this  law,  assert  tnat  "  migration''  related 
to  slaves ;  but  even  the  authors  of  that  report  con- 
tend only  that  it  relates  to  the  importation  of  slaves 
firom  abroad.  But,  we  are  told,  Congress  has  fixed 
the  jmeaninff  of  this  dause  by  the  lawof  1804,  inter- 
dicting the  bringing  of  slaves  into  Lonistana  from 
any  place  in  the  United  States^  except  bv  removsd 
with  their  ownen.  But  nothmg  is  to  oe  gained 
by  this  precedent  Ist.  Louisiana  was  a  Teiritory, 
and  not  a  State.  2d.  It  was  the  result  of  an  ex- 
citement produced  by  peculiar  causes,  which  have 
been  amply  detailed  by  the  gentteman  from  South 
Garoyna,  and  passed  probably  without  discnasion. 
3d.  It  was  repealed  at  the  next  session,  by  the  law 
relative  to  the  Territory  of  Mississippi,  m  which 
liOfiisiana  was  placed  on  the  same  fbotmg  with  that 
tcnritory.  So  that,  if  it  weigh  any  tiling,  it  is 
againsttheinterpretationcontended  for,asCongress 
retraced  its  steps  within  one  year  alter  the  xiassage 
of  the  hfcw  of  1804.  But  the  admission  ier  ar^ 
meat  sake  was  a  mere  gratinty,  that  a  negative 
danse  might  be  interpreted  into  a  grant  of  power. 
I  Gonlend,  this  clause  gives  no  power.  How  should 
it  be  understood,  according  to  the  plain  intent  of 
the  Constitution?  To  Congress  had  been  given 
tiw  power  to  regtdate  foreign  commerce,  and  to 
establish  an  uniform,  rule  of  naturalization.  But, 
lest  this  power  should  be  exercised  against  the 
wishes  of  a  particular  portion  of  the  Union,  for  the 
reasons  ^ted  above,  this  clause  was  introduced. 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  any  thing 
wkont  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  interfere  in  the 
ease  of  the  migration  of  foreigners ;  whether  they 
have  or  not  is  not  now  involved ;  and  its  restric- 
tion till  1806  by  no  means  inmlies  necessarily  such 
a  power.  For  it  is  palpable  mat  this  section  was 
drawn,  out  of  abundant  caution,  and  as  is  evinced 
by  the  4th  dause  of  that  section,  Congress  b  infiei^ 
dieted  from  exercising  an  authority  in  any  other 
way  than  had  been  previously  wescribed.  Its  lan- 
guage is-— no  capitation  or  otner  direct  tax  shall 
be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enu- 
meration herein  bCTsre  directed  to  be  taken.  Hence 
it  follows  that,  as  I  said  before,  a  restraint  on  Con- 
gress does  not  imply  the  existenceof  the  power  re- 
strained ;  for  I  prasume  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  would  hardly  contend  that  as  Congaess, 
even  without  this  clause,  would  have  had  the 
power  to  vary  the  standard  of  the  apportionment 
of  direct  taxation.  But,  it  is  said  that  as  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of  mvee 
under  the  daose  of  regulating^reign  commcree, 
they  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  passage  of  slaves 
from  one  State  to  another  under  tiie  dause  of  reg^ 
tdattng  the  commerce  between  the  Slates,  Now, 
sir,  what  is  conmierce,  according  to  the  common 
onderstandittg  of  mankind,  or  in  its  strictest  sense, 
as  frirniBhed  by  the  most  approved  lexicographers  ? 
It  is  traffic.  And  can  any  one  soberly  contend 
that  a  removal  of  the  head  of  a  family,  like  the 
patriarch  of  times  gone  by,*  carrying  with  him  his 
household,  is  engaged  in  that  kind  of  commerce 


whose  regulation  has  been  given  to  Congress.  His 
slaves  are  a  part  of  his  lamity ;  they  have  descended 
from  generation  to  ^^eration ;  are  the  depository 
of  the  nistory  of  his  lamily ;  have  rocked  tliue  cradle 
of  his  infancy,  or  have  been  companions  of  his 
youth ;  for  ihem  he  has  an  affectionate  regard ;  to 
preserve  whom,  if  adversity  eome  upon  him  he 
will  sell  his  home,  and  sedt  a.  more  propitious  for- 
tune in  the  wilderness.  Will  any  man  call  sudi 
a  removal  carrying  on  eommeree  ?  Bat,  again, 
what  was  the  end  in  view  in  giving  this  power  to 
Congress?  To  ascertain  this,  let  us  recur  to  the 
state-  of  this  country  Piior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  The  States,  having  absohUe  aur 
thorit]r  over  this  subject,  had  adopted  various  and 
vexatious  regulations  upon  the  oomnowrce  between 
each  other ;  thev  were  as  foieigncrB,  each  availmg 
itself  of  its  peculiar  situation,  at  the  expense  c^  the 
other  States.  Those  lying  on  the  Atlantie  made  the 
interior  tributary  totnem;  and, as  in  all  unwisdy- 
eiganiaed  oontodemdesi  this  policy  waa  generating 
heart-burnings,  so  unfrtvomble  to  union.  To  prevent 
this,  to  dfee  parent  govctnnent  was  given  the  power 
of  segulatuig  this  cqnunerce — ^the  whole  nmoont 
and  object  of  which  was,  to  cuatanty  an  unre- 
strained intercourse  between  the  Stales;  not  to 
shackle  or  Embarrass  it ;  still  lesa  to  apply  it  to  the 
ordinaqr  interoomse  between  conterminous  Sttites, 
in  the  endless  tsansactions  occurring  between  thdr 
dtizens.  To  relieve  myself  from  a  fmthff  oom- 
menton  this  part  of  the  diseussion,  permit  me  to 
refer  the  Senate  to  the  11th  No.  of  the  Fedtndist. 
I  will  subjoin  one  other  remaik;  if  Congress  were 
jttiitifiable  in  attempting  to  legislate  on  the  flufa(ect — 
I  mean  the  commerce  between  the  Stotos — ^it  can 
be  done  only  by  a  general  law ;  fur  the  5th  dause 
of  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  expressly  in- 
hibits Congress  from  a  partial  Icsidation ;  anil,  by 
a  recurrence  to  this  dause,  which  should  be  nnned 
with  that  giving  the  power  to  Congress  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  States,  it  wiU  be  seen 
to  what  oMeet  this  power  was  intended  to  rdatc ; 
by  it,  the  puun  intent  of  the  parties  is  ao  manifestly 
proclaimed,  that  1  cannot  see  how  it  can  be  mis- 
understood by  one  honestly  inquirmg  afber  its  just 
meaning. 

But  it  is  contended  by  some,  that  this  power  is  to 
be  found  in  the  third  section  of  the  second  dnuse 
of  the  fourth  article.  The  answer  to  this  is,  dial 
this  dause  relates  to  Territories  and  not  to  Staler 
As  there  is  a  hill  de|)endinK  betore  ns  diready  in- 
volving your  power  to  legidate  on  the  Tciritories, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this  anestion  now.  It 
is  suffident  to  say  that  it  is  douMed  whether  you 
have  the  power,  even  in  refeieuce  to  Toiitories; 
but  it  is  palpable  you  can  have  none,  under  this 
clause,  as  it  regar<te  Stetes. 

We  now  come  to  consider  the  last  daose  in  the 
Constitution  in  which  it  is  contended  that  this 
power  has  been  granted,  viz:  the  first  dnuse  of 
the  third  section  of  the  fourth  artide.  This  is  the 
<xdy  dause  which,  in  my  estimation,  has  any 
thin^  to  do  with  the  subject.  New  States  may  be 
admitted,  Ac.  This  is  a  mere  extension  of  the 
deventh  artide  of  the  Confederation,  which  was 
limited  to  thendmisskm  of  Canada,  and  other  colo- 
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nies;  meaning,  no  donl^  other  British  colonies. 
To  Canada  the  most  perfect  equaHty  was  guaran- 
tied, hf  this  clause,  with  the  original  memhers  of 
the  Confederacy.    The  words  ^  new  States"  must 
have  been  intended  to  convey  a  specific  idea.   The 
words  are  used  by  persons  who  distinctly  under* 
stood  their  import;  for  they  were  the  direct  repre- 
sentadres  of  States  whose  attributes  of  soTereignty 
bad  been  secored,  in  the  second  article  of  the  Con- 
federation, bv  an  express  declaration,  that  all  power 
was  retained  which  had  not  been  expressly  ^iven 
to  the  General  GoTemment.    And,  in  addition, 
the  practice  of  twelve  years  has  left  no  doubt  as 
to  the  power  which  had  been  retained  and  exer- 
cised by  the  States.    When,  theof,  they  gave  to 
Congress  die  power  of  admitting  new  States  into 
this  Union,  it  nrast  be  understood  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  power  then  transferred  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  or  expresslv  withheld  by  the 
Constitntion,  all  other  power  belong  to  the  States, 
and  the  moment  that  a  new  State  is  admitted  into- 
the  Union  it'  is  placed  upon  the  most  perfect  equals 
ity  with  the  otner  States,  as  well  to  its  rights  as 
iti  obligations.    Bat  it  is,  that  ^  new  States  may 
be  admitted  into  this  Union.''    My  friend  from 
Maryland  has,  in  a  masterlv  argument,  shown  that 
it  is  this  Union  into  whicn  they  are  to  be  admit- 
ted, and  no  oth«r ;  which  would  not  ensue  if  to 
one  State  rights  were  given  which  were  withheld 
from  another ;  for  the  terms  of  the  Union,  in  that 
case^  being  different,  the  Union  could  not  be  the 
same;  and,  therefore,  they  would  not  be  admitted 
into  this  Union.   It  would  be  worn  than  useless  fdr 
me  to  add  any  thing  to  what  he  has  said.    What. 
then,  is  your  power  ?     Simply  whether  you  will 
admit  or  refuse.   This  is  the  Omit  of  your  power — 
and  even  this  power  is  subject  to  control.    When- 
ever a  territory  is  sufficiently  large,  and  its  popu- 
lation sufficientiy  numerous,  your  discretion  ceases, 
and  the  obligation  beoomes  imperious,  that  you 
forthwith  admit.    For  I  hold  that,  according  to 
the  spirit  ^f  the  Constitution,  the  people  thus  cir- 
cumstaaeed  are  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  self- 
govemment. 

Have  we  not  a  right  to  contend,  that,  if  the 
Convoition  had  intended  to  give  to  Congressthe 
power  of  admitting  on  conditions,  it  would  have 
said  so?  The  Constitntion  has  not  authorised 
the  exercise  of  such  a  power  direcdy,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  justify  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by 
implication,  if  im|4ioation  were  allowable. 

1^  then^  it  be  true,  that  your  discretion,  even 
as  to  admi^on,  is  limited,  as  I  have  endeavored 
to  show,  and  in  the  present  case  all  the  constitu- 
ent qualifications  exist  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Missouri  for  sdf-govemment,  you  are  bound  to 
say  that  she  shall  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  this 
Union.  If  she  be  admitted  as  a  State,  all  the  attri- 
butes of  the  old  States  instantiy  devolve  on  her, 
and  the  most  prominent  of  those  attributes  is  the 
ri^ht  to  fashion  her  government  according  to  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  good  people  of  that  State ; 
whereas^  your  restriction  deprives  her  of  that  privi- 
lege forever  5  and  your  restriction  applies  to  a  spe- 
cies of  property  that  most  peculiarly  belongs  to 
the  jurudiction  of  the  State  government.  For, 
16th  Com.  1st  Sebs.— 11 


can  it  be  believed  that  the  States  folding  slaves 
could  ever  have  intended  to  impart  to  non-slave- 
hcdding  States  an  authority  over  a  property  in 
which  they  had  no  common  interest ;  a  properly, 
in  relation  to  which,  so  far  from  the  necessity  ol 
surrendering  the  power  to  control  it  to  the  Gen- 
eral Gk)vernment.  self-nreservation  required  that  it 
should  be  left  exclusively  to  the  State  governments. 

To  all  this  it  is  replied,  that  the  uniform  course 
of  the  Government,  since  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
amounts  to  a  precedent  not  now  to  be  canvassed. 

In  cases  of  doubt,  it  is  readily  admitted  that  de- 
cisions, after  mature  deliberation,  upon  full  dis- 
cussion of  distinguished  men,  are  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  analogous  cases.  Now,  sir,  how  far 
will  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  under  the  ordi- 
nance, operate  as  a  precedent?  The  ordinance 
itself  was  founded  in  usurpation.  No  such  power 
had  been  granted  Congress  by  the  Confederation. 
Lest  I  should  be  charged  with  an  assumption  my- 
self, 1  will  call  to  my  aid  the  work  so  uequently 
referred  to — the  Federalist.  In  page  235,  this  is 
expressly  admitted.  It  is  there  stated  that  it  was 
an  assumption  on  the  part  of  Congress.  I  have 
seen  it  stated,  indeed,  in  a  pamptuet  or  speech, 
(for  I  know  not  virfaat  to  call  it,)  that  Congress 
had  the  power,  as  incident  to  their  character. 
Mark  the  facility  with  which  every  usurpation  of 
power  is  justified !  What  is  not  expressly  given, 
may  be  implied;  or,  if  there  be  nothing  to  justify 
implication,  it  may  be  incidental;  and,  ii  it  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  the  next  step  is,  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  piven ;  and  thus,  by  some 
means,  every  power  which  it  is  desirable  to  exer- 
cise, will  be,  or  may  be,  claimed.  But,  rejecting 
these  claims  as  entirely  untenable,  I  assert,  the 
ordinance  itself  was  an  assumption  of  power.  It 
is  admitted  that  it  has  been  acquiesced  m,  and  all 
its  provisions  have  been  carried  into  efiect. .  It  is 
not  now  to  be  disturbed.  But  it  still  is  nothing  as 
a  precedent ;  because  it  attached  to  a  wilderness, 
and  not. to  men.  Those  who  subsequently  settled 
this  country  adopted  it  from  choice.  Their  senti- 
ments and  nabits  were  fashioned  by  the  principles 
of  the  ordinance^  and^  when  admitted  into  the 
Unioa^  instead  ol  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  impose 
a  restnction  on  them  being  denied,  and  discussed, 
and  seriously  decided,  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  the  question  was  never  stirred.  Why  inquire 
into  a  condition  that  was  perfectly  useless,  the 
people  themselves  not  wishing  to  hold  slaves? 
But  this  I  assert,  that  the  people  of  the  States,  cm- 
braced  by  this  ordinance,  when  in- convention, 
considered  themselves  unrestrained,  and  considered 
the  question  with  an  exclusive  eye  to  its  expe- 
diency. 

The  coarse^  therefore^  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, under  this  ordinance,  is  not  entitled  to  the 
least  weight  as  a  precedent;  but,  if  it  were,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  Various  precedents  of  a  directiy 
diflBerent  character.  The  States  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
have  all  been  admitted  without  restriction.  To 
what,  then,  does  the  -history  of  our  proceedings^ 
amount?  That,  in  every  instance,  other  than 
thoae  connected  with  the  ordinance,  Congress  has 
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admitted  without  restnotion.  Conj^ress  has  beyef 
heioxe  dared  to  apply  it  to  a  portion  of  country 
where  slaves  were;  in  effect^  whore  it  wa«  to 
amount  to  a  restriction.  It  is,  however,  unred 
that  conditions  were  imposed  on  Louisiana.  The 
principal  part  of  these  were  merely  in  conformity 
to  the  great  nrincipkfr  of  freedom ;  were  incorpo- 
rated in  the  law  in-  reference  to  the  peculiar  peo- 
ple whom  we  were  about  to  introduce  into  the 
Union-^people  who  had  before  lived  under  a  dif- 
ferent form  of  ^vernment,  and  who  were  sup- 
posed not  sufficiently  versed  in  the  nrinciples  of 
our  Government ;  and  were  justifiable  only,  if  at 
ail,  under  the  power  of  Congress  to  ffuarantj  to 
each  member  of  the  Confederacy  a  KepublieaB 
fonpQi  of  Qovemment  1  doubt,  however,  the  power 
of  Congress  to  impose  them  at  all;  but  sure  I  am 
thai  they  had  no  power  to  restrict  them  as  to  the 
language  which  tnev  should  employ  in  promialgja- 
tiBff  their  laws.  The  best  criterion  to  lest  the 
rignt  of  Congress  to  impose  this  restriction  is,  to 
inquire  by  what  means  will  they  enforce  obedi- 
ence)  were  Louisiana  to  refuse  a  compliance^  For, 
to  every  legitimate  power,  you  have  the  cones- 
ponding  one  of  enforcement.  Where  the  latter  is 
wanting,  the  former  does  not  exist.  This,  I  thinlc, 
may  be  assumed  as  an  axiom  in  our  Qoverament. 
The  exercise,  therefore,  of  this  power  was  witb^Mit . 
righi,  and  serves  no  other  pui^x»e  than  to  show 
the  facility  with  which  all  governments  advance 
in  the  acquisition  of  power.  They  well  may  be 
likened  to  a  screw:  they  never  retrograde;  every 
acquisition  becomes  a  temptation  to  new  agarres- 
sions,  and,  not  unfrequently,  the  means  hy  wueh 
they  are  realized.  There  is  one  idea  so  repeatedly 
urged,  that  those  who  entertain  it  must  have  credit 
for  their  sincerity,  and  that  is,  that  we  have  giealer 
power  with  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  ac- 
quired territory  than  in  that  originally  a  part  of 
the  United  States. 

By  what  course  of  aigument  this  conclusion  is 
acrived  «t,  I  am  at  a  loas  to  discover.  There  is 
but  one  distinction  acknowledged  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, between  the  then  existing  States  and  those 
thereafter  to  be  admitted,  and  that  is  confined  to 
the  importation  of  slaves.  This  shows  that,  in  all 
other  respect^:  they  were  to  be  on  an  eaual  footing 
with  the  old  States ;  for,  had  not  such  been  the  de- 
sign of  the  Convention,  as  they  discriminated  in< 
t&  one  case,  they  would  have  done  so  in  every 
particular  where  it  was  intended.  In  addition,  it 
.may  be  remarked,  that  in  the  third  clause  of  the 
second  section  of  the  first  article,  the  same  princ^ 

tof  representation,  as  it  regards  slaves,  was  to 
extended  to  such  States  as  may  be  admitted ; 
pointing  directly  to  the  clause,  of  course,  that  new 
states  might  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  gendeman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mbl- 
LBM )  says,  that  we  impose  no  condition ;  but  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  if  they  accept  it,  impose  it 
pn  themselves.  And  he  illustrates  his  idea  by  a 
comparison  of  this  case  with  that  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  to  find  that  gentleman 
lacing  the  great  privilege  of  the  people  to  govern 
themselves  upon  so  humble  a  footmg  as  an  equal- 
ity with  a  hank  corporation.    Where  i»  the  resam* 


blanoe?  Congrtts-  has  the  right  to  refiiae  to  in- 
coriwrale  a  ba^;  if,  however,  it  dispenses  this 
privilege^  it  may  impose  what  terms  it  pleases.  If 
they  beaoe^table  or  otherwise  none  can  oonoplain. 
But  Congress  is  bound  by  the  Constitution,  in  this 
case,  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  if  it  refuse, 
it  will  do  an  immeasuraUe  injury  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  because  it  deprives  them  of  the  great  pn v- 
ilege  of  self-government  If  jou  impose  ooBdidooa 
as  a  nm  qf$a  mm  to  her  admission^  hawevcr  wtwege 
these  conditions  may  be^  she  mav  poasiUy^,  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  inestiaiable  blessings  of  seil^ 
gDVcrnment,  accede  to  them ;  but  her  coparat  is 
obtained  by  a  speeies  of  force.  Jostice  dairas  of 
power  its  rights — poorer  orants  a  part  oi^y,  and 
requires. before  that  part  De  given,  arcttnquisk- 
ment*  of  the  remainder.  Is  t£us  no  condttioa,  al- 
thou^  justice,  dsspwring  of  the  whole,  should 
aeqmesce  in  the  lems  presented  hy  poircrl  It  is 
UMMcessary  to  add  any  thing  to.  a  propontion  so 
palaable.  The  genteBanfrooaPeanavtvania  says 
this  is  no  restriction,  but  a  blessing,    L^  the  peo- 


ple of  Missouri-  decide  for  thcBBMlvcs.  We  do  not 
ask  that  Missovii  shall  admit  shivery.  All  that 
we  require  is,  that  she  may  decide  for  henelf.  If 
it  be^  aa  gentlemoi  assert,  a  biesaing,  what  have 
you  to  fear  from  the  good  sense  of  the  peopk  of 
Missouri  ?  You  ha ve  pronounced  tbem  capable  of 
self-government  in  all  the  impoctaat  oonecnis  of 
life,  except  in  this  particular ;  why  not  trust  to  her 
discretion  in  this?  Send  out  ytwr  go-earts  of 
ets,  the  substances  of  speeches  made  in  the 


punphli 
Senate: 


enate;  pronounce-  before  them  yoor  long  jeie- 
naads  against  slavery — long  as  a  Scotch  corona- 
tion prayer-— <aDd  can  you  doubt  the  success  (Mf  your 
endeavors  to  prevent  the  introdnction  of  slavery 
amon^  them?  Why  leap  the  hooadaries  of  the 
Constitution  to  force  upon  them  that  wiuch  yon 
say  is  a  blessing? 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  a^ 
shall  we  su^wy  Missouri  to  come  into  the  Union 
with  this  savage  mark  on  har  countenance?  I  ap- 
peal to  that  gentleman  to  know  whether  this  be 
language  to  address  to  an  American  Senate,  eons* 
posed  equally  of  members  from  States  preciaely  in 
the  condition  that  Missouri  wouki  be  in,  were  die 
to  tolerate  slavery.  Are  these  sentiments  calcu- 
lated to  cherish  that  harmonv  and  afifection  so  e»- 
sential  to  any  beneficial  results  from  our  Union  ? 
But,  sir,  I  wia  not  imitate  this  coarse,  aad  I  will 
strive  to  repress  the  feeling  which  sooh  renaarks 
are  calculated  to  awaken* 

Permit  me  here  to  .notice  an. observation  made 
by  the  gentlanan  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ons,) 
who,  in  this  instance,  de|iarted  from  his  uau^  ur- 
banity. Were  he  to  visit  fiuiope,  he  fears  that, 
on  his  landing,  his  country  being  known,  ha  might 
be  upbraided  oy  some  Spaniard,  for  example,  who 
might  teU  him  he  was  from  the  land  of  hypocrites 
—with  freedom  on  their  lips,  and  the  bloody  scourge 
brandishing  in  their  haa^  Would  the  gentleman 
be  without  an  answer?  Might  he  not  say,  how 
dare  you  thus  defome,  you  slave?  Do  you  not  bow 
the  knee  before  the  bloody  sceptre  of  cruelty  and  su- 
perstition? Is  not  the  emblem  of  your  power  tbe 
wheel  of  the  Inqpiisition?  Are  you  not  the  first  peo- 
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pie  to  have  commeDoed  the  barbarous  ttn&c  in 
slaves  ?  Are  70U  not  the  last  to  sunren^  it  ?  Have 
you  not  reeetred  a  nrice  to  abandon  it,  and  do  you 
not  at  this  time  ada  cruelty  to  perfidy,  by  pursoinr 
it  to  the  utnkost  extent  of  which  you  are  capnUe? 
Should' the  gentLeman  extend  his  tour' to  Bi]|^laBd, 
and  there  meet  with  the  same  accusation — Reeling 
as  he  ought)  and  speaking  as  he  felt — would  he  not 
indignantly  denounce  the-insolence  of  the  slander- 
er, by  telling  him  to  take  the  beam  from  his  own 
eyv-  before  he  attempted  to  remove  the  mote  from 
his  ne^bor's.  Might  he  nbt  askj  to  whom  are  we 
indebted  for  slavery  at  all — is  it  not  to  En^nd? 
Have  you  not  been  engaged  for  eentones  mthis 
horrible  traffic,  and  against  the  remonstrance  of 
the  peopie  whom  ^rou  now  abuse?  Did  not  Vir- 
ginia, of  all  the  civilized  world,  first  lift  up  her 
voice  against  this  trade?  But  she  lifted  it  in  vain. 
Gam  was  yow  object;  you  weighed  that  against 
thepeaee  and  happiness  of  both  hemispheres,  and 
accqited  it  as  an  equivalent.  Nor  was  it  yielding 
to  a  momentary  impulse  of  ct^idity  or  ignorance 
of  ita  mdral  consequences.  But  you  ptirsned  it  for 
centuries;  and,  although  you  w«re  warned  by  the 
glowing  eioquence  of  your  Wilberibroe  and  ^^otir 
Glarkson,  who  thundered  in  yoiv.  ears  the  sighs 
and  (atfientatiims  of  the  suffering  victims  of  your 
wieketecss,  and  spoke,  like  angels  trumpet-tongned, 
the  deep  damnation  of  your  crimes,  you  turned  a 
deaf  ear,'  deaf  as  an  adder,  and  found  your  indem- 
nity for  all  this  in  dollars  and  cenU.  'Tis  but  yes^ 
terday  you  ceased;  and  to^ay  3^011  assume  the 
moral  chair,  and  pronounce  hdnulies  sgiiinvt  the 
uBavoidabie  effects  of  your  crimes^  For,  what 
have  the  American  people  not  dene?  Have  they 
not,  whenever  any  regard  for  their  own  peace 
would  permit,  emancipated  the  slave?  And  where 
that  was  impractieabie,  have  not  the  masters,  l^ 
their  kindness  and  afiiectionf  deprirved  slavery  itself 
of  its  horrors?  Cease,  then,  your  defamation. 
Ttim  your  eye  to  every  region  of  the  earth  where 
you  bear  sway,  and,  when  you  shall  have  relieved 
tikie  wretched  and  oppressed,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
presume  to  preach  reformation  toothers.  With 
such  uMirterifus  as  these,  delineated  by  his  masterly 
hftttdy  the  bh»h  he  beaded  on  his  own  steoomt 
mi|Hit  be  transferred  to  the  accuser. 

But  both  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania- and 
New  H»mfadre  ht^re  called  to  their  aid  the  Dee* 
larattoa  or  Independence,  and  the  sacred  prineipics 
it  consecrates.  What  has  that  to  do  with  this 
qtiestion?  Who  were  the  patt]es^-4he slaves?  No. 
I>id  shivery  not  exist  in  every  State  of  the  Union 
at  tiie  mconent  of  its  pramalgation?  Did  it  rater 
indo  any  hitman  mind  that  it  had  the  least  refer* 
eisee  to  this  species  of  population  ?  fs  there  not  at 
tbe  i^esenl'moment  slaves  in  Uie  very  States  front 
vrWch  we  hear  these  novel  doctrines? 

l^w  has  it  happened  that  these  doctrines  have 
slept  till  this  moment?  Where  were  they  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  slavery  is 
recognised^  and  the  property  guamntied  by  an 
expresa  i^ause  ?  And  shall  we,  the  mere  creatures 
of  that  ittstnanent^  presume  to  question  its  author-^ 
ity?  To  every  omer  sanction  imposed  by  our 
siaialioD,  ir  the  solemn  o«th  that  we  will  suppcMt 


it.  Where  are  the  censeiences  of  gentlemen  -who . 
hold  this  language?  But  they  asBure  us  that  they 
do  not  m€«n  to  touch  this  property  in  the  ola 
States.  What,  this  eternal,  and,  as  they  say,  im- 
mutable principle,  consecrated  by  this  famous  in^^ 
strament,  «nd  in  supnort  of  which  we  have  ap- 
pealed to  Qod,  is  to  nave  no  obligatory  force  on 
the  very  parties  who  made  it^  but  attaches  in* 
stantly  you  cross  the  Mississippi!  What  kind  of 
ethics  is  this  that  is  bounded  by  latitude  and  longi- 
tnde^  which  is  inoperative  on  the  left,  hut  is  om* 
nipotent  on  the  liflut  bank  of  a  river?  Such  doe- 
trmcs  are  well  oafeulated  to  excite  our  solicitade; 
for,  although  the  gentleinen,  who  now  hold  it,  are 
sincere  in  their  declarations,  and  mean  to  content 
themselves  with  a  triumph  in  this  controversyi 
what  security  have  we  that  others  will  not  appqr 
it  to  the  South  generally?  This,  sir,  is.no  len^ 
matter  of  speculation ;  you  have  heard  the  doetnne 
contended  for  already  not  at  cross  roads,  or  in  the 
city  taverns,  but  in  tne  leralative  hall  of  a  Stale. 
Wnen  it  mXL  be  resorted  to  by  fitotion^  who  oan- 
pMstend  to  prescribe  its  limits?  Svery  pegs  of 
ttistory  is  full  of  meianeholy  proofs  of  the  feeble- 
ness of  that  security,  which  reposes  upon  the  mode- 
ration of  the  ambitious  and  designing.  The  means 
are  always  made  to  yield  to  the  end.  I,  therefore^ 
heard  die  doctrine  with  unmixed  regret.  I  fear  it 
is  the  beginning  of  new  counsels,  whose  disastrous 
efftets  no  one  can  foresee. 

Sir,  there  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  I 
wish  to  present  to  the  Senate  ^  if  you  have  the 
pretended  power,  why  not  exercise  it  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  only  legitimate  mode,  by  making  it  the 
subject  of  legislative  enactment?  Why  se^  by 
eompaot  with  Missouri,  to  bobter  your  authonty? 
If  you  have  the  pow(»,  is  her  consent  necessary  ? 
If  you«  have  it  not,  can  that  consent  give  it  yo«? 
Wnat  sboidd  we  think  df  any  man,  when  the 
baulofapt  law  vras  under  consideration,  if  he  were 
to  propose,  before  he  acted,  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  one  or  mors  of  the  Stales?  And  yet  it  would  be 
as.  rational  as  in  the  present  case^  supfiMiiu;  you 
have  the^Qthdrite,  to  require  the  ooDsentof  Misn 
souri  to  give  it  enect. 

But  the  principal  feature  in  a  legislative  act  is^ 
thai  it  is  in  the  power  of  our  successors  to  channe 
it ;  here,  on  the  contmry,  you  seek  to  make  the 
regulation  immortal.  The  Uonstitdtion  itselfocm- 
tarns  a  principle  of  altention,  so  as  to  adapt  itself 
to  the  urogroBs  of  human  atturs,  and  yet  yeu  plaee 
a  legisniti  ve  net  beyond  all  human  power  of  change 
or  modification.  I  will  forbear  any:  foither  re^ 
marks  on  this  branch  of  the  sulgeot,  and  proceed 
in  tbe  order  I  proposed.  I  will  now  inquire  whe^ 
Uier,  by  treaty,  we  are  not  restrained  from  restrict- 
ittg  Missouri?  By  the  third  clause  of  the  treaty, 
by  which  we  acquired  this  country,  the  inhabi- 
tants are  to  be  incorporated,  &c. . 

I  cbnsader  it  not  of  moment  to  inquire.'  whether 
their  admission,  aeeordinff  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  reuites  to  the  tune  or  the 
terms  of  such  adnussion,  because  they  are^  when 
admitted,  to  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privil^es,  and 
immunities,  of  American  citizens,  An  attempt 
lias  been  made  to  dtscrimmate  between  Fedetal 
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and. State  rights  in  a  celebrated  tract  denominated 
*^  Tlie  Substance  of  Two  Speeches,"  du:.  For  my 
part  I  have  been  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  the 
meanmg  of  the  author.  -  Does  he  mean  to  assert 
^at  there  ma7  be  one  or  more  citizens' entitled  to 
Federal  privileges  and  not  to  State  privileges? 
On  the  converse,  to  me  it  has  always  appear^  as 
not  admitting  of  a  question,  that  these  were  in- 
dissolubly  united  in  an  American  citizen.  A  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  must  be  a  citizen  of  some 
one  of  the  States,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  every 
right  or  privily  secured  by  the  Federal  or  State 
government.  If  there  be  any  ^*g^^  pertaining  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  that  of  fashion- 
ing their  Govemmeat  according  to  their  own  will 
and  pleasure.  This  right  was,  therefore,  secured 
hf  compact  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  temtory  in 
^estion.  and  anv  attempt  to  impair  or  abridge  it, 
it  in  violation  ot  that  treaty.  In  the  same  tract  it 
is  said,  slaves  are  not  property;  the  sentleman 
froni  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  franUy  admits 
that  this  is  an  unwarrantable  assertion,  and  such 
must  be  the  award  of  all  mankind.  Did  not  both 
the  contracting  parties  recognise  slaves  as  prop- 
erty? Were  they  not  known' to  abound  in  the 
territory  ceded,  and  constituting  the  lareest  pro- 
portion of  the  property  of  the  people?  Is  it  con- 
sistent with  reason  to  suppose  tluit,  when  such 
care  was  taken  ,to  secure  tne  people  of  the  terri- 
tory in  the  undisturbed  enjoyma;it  of  their  property, 
the  principal  part  was  intended  to  be  excluded  ? 
It  i^  mortifying  to  have  to  contend  with  such  a 
shadow.  Tne  whole  territory  ceded  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  The  letter  of  the  treaty 
required  that  it  should  have  been  admitted  as  a 
whole.  You  thought  proper  to  divide  it ;  but  you 
suffered  the  Louisiana  part  to  come  in  without 
restriction  in  this  regard.  Upon  what  principle 
can  you  reconcile  with  |[ood  faith  the  distinction 
you  now  set  up  between  Missouri  and  Louisiana? 
The  gentleman  firom  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
advances  the  proposition,  that,  were  this  a  con- 
miered  country,  Congress  might  impose  What  terms . 
mey  please:  one,  instead  of  two  Senators;  and, 
in  short,  whatever  modification  it  pleased.  As 
this  »  a  question  which  for  the  present  may  be 
said,  in  law  language,  to  be  coram  non  judicty  and 
as  we  have  our  hands  full  without  it,  I  shall  not 
discuss  it.  I  shall  dismiss  it  by  denying  its  truth, 
and  declaring  that  it  is  essential,  in  all  cases,  no 
matter  by  what  method  the  territory  may  be  ac- 
qnired,  whenever  it  becomes  incoiporated  into  the 
Union,  it  must  be,  in  the  language  of  all  our  pre- 
cedents^ on  an  equal  footii^p  with  the  origmal 
States-  in  all  respects  whatsoever.  It  is  asked, 
who  are  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  and  who  is  there 
to  punish  its  infraction  ?  Why  propound  this  ques- 
tion? The  honor  of  the  American  people  is  the 
guaranty  of  its  faithful  execution.  Our  own  bre- 
mren  have  become  interested  in  its  execution^  for 
they  have  mingled  with  the  original  inhabitants ; 
thev  are  entitle  to  the  most  libmil  interpretation 
of  tne  treaty,  as  well  on  the  score  of  national  law 
as  the  principles  of  justice  and  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, in  Illustrating  his  views  of  the  powers  of 


Congress  on  this  subject,  has  inquired,  whether 
Congress  could  not  exclude  a  religious  sect  from 
inhabiting  the  intended  State,  the  principles  of 
whose  &ith  were  unfriendly  to  population;  an 
example  of  which  he  furnished  in  the  ShaJdnj^ 
Quakers?  Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  this 
.view,  it  will  at  least  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
candor.  It,  without  disguise,  displays  the  unde- 
finable  and  unconstitutional  power  now  asserted ; 
it  assumes  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  regulate 
their  whole  internal  polity;  for,  ifth&i  rdigion 
and  their  connexion  by  matrimony  are  just  sub- 
jects of  Congressional  authority,  what  subject  of 
social  regulation  would  lie  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  control  ? 

Lest  I  weary  you,  sir,  I  will  now  proceed  to  the 
last  branch  of  this  interesting  subject^  which  I  pro- 
posed to  discuss :  Is  it  expedient  or  just  ? 

The  first  objection  that  presents  itself  is  its  im- 
measurable  iiyustiee.  By  whom  was  the  country 
acquired  ?  By  the  conunon  treasure  of  every  part 
of  die  Union,  and  by  the  exclusive  counsels  of  that 
portion  which  you  seek  to  interdict  by  your  mea- 
sure. Yes,  sif,  I  say  the  exclusive  counsds.  The 
opposition  which  was  made  to  the  treaty  by  which 
we  acquired  it,  is  too  recent  and  too  notorious  to 
require  proof.  Nay,  sir,  so  inveterate  is  the  oppo- 
sition, that  we  have  a  portion  of  its  leaven  mingled 
with  the  present  discussion^  The  gentleman  trom 
Rhode  Island  has  told  us  that  we  acquired  it  by 
treaty  with  a  man  who  has  become  a  private  gen> 
tleman,  and  who  had  no  title  himself.  A  country 
thus  acquired)  of  boundless  extent,  is  to  be  shut 
against  us.  Were  our  opponents  not  under  the 
influence  of  an  insatiaUe  ambition,  they  would 
content  themselves  with  the  enjoyment  oi  a  large 
and  disproportiofiate  share  of  this  country,  to 
which  tney  would  exclusively  succeed,  indqiend- 
ently  of  any  legal  regulation  on  this  subject.  This 
is  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  when  we  take  as  our 
guide  the  history  of  our  own  country,  which  fur- 
nishes indubitalue  proof  that  slaves,  to  any  con- 
siderable, number,  are  never  seen  beyond  a  gtven 
parallel  of  latitude.  When  you  cast  your  eye  on 
the  map  of  the  country  in  question,  it  is  palpable 
that  much  the  largest  portion  would  never  be  oc- 
cupied by  a  slave.  Why,  are  they  not  content 
with  this  great  natural  advantage?  Can  you 
bring  your  minds  to  beUeve  that  we  shaU  sit  qui- 
etly under  this  act  of  iniquity,  as  insulting  as  it  is 
injurious?  Sir.  no  portion  of  the  UnilS  States 
has  been  more  loyal  than  the  South.  Amid  all 
the  vicissitudes  or  party  and  the  violence  of  fac- 
tion— ^in  peace  and  in  war — ^in  good  and  in  evil 
report — we  have  respected  the  laws,  and  rallied 
around  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  To  the 
Union  we  have  looked,  as  the  ark  of  our  salvation 
and  the  resting-place  of  our  hopes.  Is  this  your 
reward  for  our  loyalty?  Sir,  there  is  a  point 
where  submission  becomes  a  crim^  and  resistance 
a  virtue.  In  despotic  .countries  even  the  despot  u 
obliged  to  keep  some  terms  with  his  subjects :  in 
free  States  you  more  readilv  arrive  at  tne  point 
to  which  I  allude.  Beware  now  you  touch  it,  in 
regard  to  the  South  I  Our  people  are  as  brave  as 
they  are  loyal.    They  can  endure  any  thing  but 


329 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


B80 


February,  1820. 


Adminion  of  Mnine  and  MUsoufi, 


Sbratb. 


insult  The  moment  yon  pass  the  Rubicon,  they 
will  redeem  their  much-abased  character;  they 
will  throw  back  upon  you  your  insolence  and  your 
aggression.  But  let  us  suppose  they  will  quietly 
submit  to  the  wrongs  you  inflict,  what  must  be 
their  feelings  friendly  to  union — to  that  harmony 
80  essential  to  our  common  prosperity  ?  What  is 
the  foundation  of  our  connexion  ?  The  Federal 
compact.  He  must,  indeed,  be  profoundl3r  igno- 
rant of  human  nature,  if  he  suppose  the  Union  re- 
poses on  such  a  foundation,  ^fo,  sir,  it  is  a  com- 
mon interest^  and  those  kind  and  affectionate  sen- 
timents which  the  j>resenration  by  a  parental 
goremment  of  that  interest  generates,  form  its 
prop  and  security.  Withdraw  these,  you  may  pre- 
serve the  form,  but  the  vital  part  is  gone.  To 
what  end  do  you  encounter  this  great  risk  ?  To 
exclude  slavery  from  Missouri  1  That  cannot  be 
your  object.  Yon  have  slaves  there  already. 
These,  you  say,  you  do  not  mean  to  touch.  The 
principle,  then,  is  given  up ;  the  stock  they  have 
aheady  there  will  multiply  tmd  fill  the  land. 

But  we  are  gravely  told,  and  upon  it  all  the 
changes  have  been  rung  to  excite  the  prejudices  of 
the  non-slaveholding  States,  that  the  political  in- 
fluence resulting  from  the  slaves  which  will  be 
carried  to  this  countrv,^  is  the  principal  grbund  of 
objection  to  hffissouri's  coming  in  without  restric- 
tion. You  reduce,  say  they,  the  white  man  to  an 
equality  with  the  slavei  What  sophistry  is  this ! 
Will  not  the  slave  have  the  same  influence  in 
Georgia  or  Virginia  as  in  Missouri  ?  His  removal 
to  the  latter  State  is  in  no  way  to  increase  it.  But 
they  will,  we  are  told,  multiply  faster  in  Missouri 
than  in  the  old  States.  Mark  the  dilemma  in 
which  gentlemen  are  placed;  at  one  time  they 
weep  over  the  condition  of  the  slave ;  their  tender 
aoiils  are  overflowing  with  kindness  and  compes- 
aion  to  their  sufierings.  To  amdiorate  their  con- 
dition is  their  professed  object.  What  course  do 
they  pursue  to  accomplish  it?  To  pen  them  up, 
as  my  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  has 
justly  remarked^  and  cut  them  off  from  those  ben- 
efits which  await  them  in  a  new  and  fertile  coun- 
try, the  enjoyment  of  which  produces  tluit  increase 
they  so  much  afiect  to  dr€»d.  Let  us  hear  no 
more  of  humanity — ^it  is  profaning  the  term.  Their 
object  is  power.  They  assume  the  mask  of  hu- 
numity  for  the  purpose  of  seducing  tender  con- 
sciences, and  they,  as  far  as  their  policy  can  effect 
it,  devote  the  very  beings  whose  welfare  they  pre- 
tend to  urge  as  a  reason  for  the  measure  of  which 
we  so  justly  complain.  Yes,  humanity  is  theii 
motto.  The  interest,  the  peace,  the  happiness  of 
the  whites,  form  with  them  the  dust  of  t|ie  iMilance ; 
their  affections  are  alive  only  to  the  condition  of 
the  slave.  They  speak  of  their  measures  with 
great  deliberation,  and  invite  us  to  be  calm.  They 
are  afar  off  while  this  new  drama  is  performing. 
Turn  out  comedy  or  tragedy,  they  are  equally  un- 
affected. On  the  contrary,  we  are  to  be  involved 
in  the  catastrophe.  It  is  not  left  to  us  to  stand 
aloof  as  mere  spectators.  We  shall  have  to  act  a 
part.  We  may  lose,  but  cannot  gain.  We  fur- 
nish the  stakes;  and  they  are  nothing  less  than 
the  vital  interests  of  oar  coontry.    The  gentleman 


from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otib)  has  been  edifying 
in  his  suggestions  as  to  what  we  are  to  fear  irom 
St.  DommgOj'Unless  we  adopt  his  counsels.  The 
mention  of^St:  Domingo  calls  up  a  train  of  un- 
pleasant recollections.  Its  history  is  replete  with 
instructive  lessons  upon  this  subject.  Let  us  alone, 
and  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  It  is  your  pretended 
solicitude  for  our  .wdfare  that  constitutes  our  dan- 
ger. It  is  the  doctor,  and  not  the  disease,  we 
dread.  Tes,  sir,  the  pseudo  friends  of  humanity, 
in  France,  far  beyona  the  reach  of  the  ^ects  of 
their  own  policy,  in  the  spirit  of  fanaticism  issued 
the  celebrated  decree  that  involved  the  fate  of  that 
devoted  island.  Its  ctiption  was  *'  liberty  and  equal- 
ity." It  no  sooner  reached  its  object  than  the 
bands  of  society  were  dissolved.  Monsters  stalked 
over  the  face  of  this  wretched  country,  and  their 
footsteps  were  every  where  traced  by  conflagra- 
tion, and  rapine,  and  murder,  and  lust,  and  all  the 
unutterable  horrors  which  the  most  ferocious  pas- 
sions, coupled  with  unbridled  power,  could  innict. 
The  few  wretched  survivors,  who  fled  before  the 
fury  of  the  storm,  carried  to  every  part  of  Christen- 
dom their  tale  of  suffering  and  of  woe,  which,  by 
its  irresistible  pathos,  drew  tears  of  pity  fromev^ry 
eye.  But,  where  or  when  has  it  been  known. that 
fanaticism  has  paused  to  reflect  on  consequences? 
Experience,  the  lessons  of  prudence  and  of  cau- 
tion, are  presented  to  it  in  vain.  But,  sir,  let  us 
analyze  tnis  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, if,  indeed,  argument  it  may  be  called. 
If,  says  he,  you  extend  slaverv  to  Missouri,  the 
emissaries  of  St.  Domingo  will  penetrate  this  in- 
terior region,  and  preach  the  doctrines  of  insurrec- 
tion. Indeed  I  It,  then,  according  to  the  k^e  of 
this  gentleman,  the  slaves  be  retained  in  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  to  which  the  access  is  the  most  easy, 
and  swell  to  a  disproportionate  number,  we  have 
nothing  to  apprehend ;  but,  if  removed  to  the  in- 
terior, and  so  diffused  as  to  be  entirelv  outnumbered 
by  the  White  population,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
are  we  in  danger.  Can  any  thing  be  necessary 
to  refute  a  proposition,  when  to  state  it  is  to  de- 
stroy it? 

But  gentlemen  defend  the  course  they  pursue,  on 
the  ground  of  charity  and  benevolence  to  this  un- 
fortunate species  oX  population.  Charity,  sir,  in 
its  just  sense,  is  one  of  tne  first  of  virtues ;  it  bears 
upon  its  flEice  the  impress  of  its  celestial  birth ;  it 
prompts  the  man,  at  the  expense  of  his  own  com- 
forts, to  five  food  to  the  hungry  and  clothing  to 
the  naked.  If  hb  scanty  means  deny  him  this 
privilege,  he  acts  the  good  Samaritan — ^pours  balm 
m  the  wound,  and  binds  up  the  broken  heart.  His 
reward  is  ample  hefe  and  hereafter.  Here,  in  the 
uplif^d  and  thankful  eye  of  wretchedness  re- 
lieved ;  there,  it  is  a  ministering  an^el  at  the  throne 
of  eternal  justice.  But  that  chanty  which  sedks 
to  ipitify  itself  at  the  expense  of  another ;  which 
subjects  the  actor  to  no  sacrifice,  to  no  danger^  is 
mere  hypocrisy — ^it  is  the  reluctant  homage  which 
vice  pays  to  virtue.  In*  which  predicament  my 
optonents  stand !  It  is  my  property  they  seek  to 
take ;  it  is  my  peace,  my  safety,  my  happiness,  that 
are  put  to  hazard.  I  exempt  tne  gentleman  from 
Blassachusetts  (Mr.  Ot»)  from  any  part  of  theae 
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aUusions :  he  has  finuikly  told  tt»  that  heta  actuated 
1^  no  beneTolent  CQnnderation ;  he  justifies  his 
course  on  the  score  of  policy. 

We  are  continually  reproached  with  haring  on 
our  side  every  advanta^  from  the  Union ;  that 
we  have  contriYed  to  gain  an  unjust  portion  of 
power  through  our  slayes,  azid  have^ven  in  return 
no  equiyalent.  Let  us  analyze  this  chatj^e,  and 
test  its  justness.  According  to  the  principles  of 
those  who  hold  all  men  equal,  it  j»  we  who  have 
made  the  sacrifice,  rather  than  ^ined  an  advan- 
tage, in  the  ratio  of  representation,  as  it  'rmrds 
our  slares.  In  submitting  to  the  deduction  of  two- 
fifths  of  this  species  of  population,  we  have  sur- 
rendered precisely  that  proportion  of  our  just  claims. 
Independent  soTereigaties,  entering  into  Federal 
association,  agree  that  their  Toiee  in  Union 
shall  depend  on  their  reUtive  numbers.  What 
rijght  has  one  of  the  parties.to  inquire  into  (he  con- 
dition of  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  another  ? 
That  is  an  amiir  exclusively  belonging  to  the  con- 
tracting .  sovereign.  In  the  spirit  of  compromise, 
however,  the  sacrifice  was  suomitted  to.  Gentle- 
men isay  they  do  not  mean  to  disturb  it  Why 
harp  continually  upon  it  ?  Is  it  to  instil  ineurable 
hosmtties  into  the  body  politio;  to  array  one 
portion  of  the  United  States  aaainst  another  ?  The 
parties  heretofore  existing  in  the  Unilod  States,  for- 
midable as  they  were,  espeoiall]^  at  one  time,  lost 
all  capacity  for  miscluet  by  bein|^  broken  up  in 
fragments.  Each  State,  each  neighborhood,  was 
iQore  or  less  divided ;  and  thereby  the  force  and 
elect  of  their  violence  was  rendered  comparatively 
harmless.  Snch  will  not  be  the  case  when  you 
divide  by  latitudes.  In  their  collisions,  the  Union 
will  shake  to  its  foundations.  The  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  on  another  subject,  expressed  a 
partiality  for  parties ;  their  existence  he  supposes 
eisentiaf  to-the  health  of  the  f^litical  body,  oeing 
myaelf  fond  of  calm,  I  am  willing  to  dispense  with 
them  altogether.    His  views  might  possibly  be 


South  been  influenced  only  bv  the  soiM  conaide- 
ration  of  their  own  interest,  tney  would  have  ^eon 
content  to  employ  the  cheapest  carriers,  whether 
alien  or  domestic.  They  were  influenced  Inr  a 
more  magnanimous  policy.  We  held  oor  brotheis 
of  the  East  as  ourselves,  and,  in  promoting  their 
particular  interest^  at  our  immediate  sacwfee,  we 
looked  at  the  subject  in  a  national  point  of  view 
<»ly.  And,  although  a  continual  clamor  has  been 
kept  up  affainst  us  upon  the  subject  of  manufac- 
tures, yet  Uie  laws  which  have  been  passed  £»  their 
encouragement  indicate  the  very  liberalleelings  of 
the  SouMi  upon  this  subject,  not  to  say  any  extzav- 
agaat  partiality.  In  the  opposition  which  has 
takoi  place  to  the  unreasoaaDie  demands  (or,  at 
least,  so  esteemed  by  many)  made  by  the  manume- 
turiue  interest,  no  hostility  to  the  North  or  East 
minxes  therewith;  it  results  fixnn  a  oosviction 
that  a  system,  which  can  be  sustained  only  by  tax- 
ing extmvagaatly  the  productive  labor  of  the 
country,  cannot  be  founaed  in  a  proper  regard  lo 
the  suggestions  of  true  political  economy. 

We  are  asked,  why  nas  Virginia  changed  her 
policy  rdative  to  shivery  ?  That  the  sentiments 
of  our  most  distinguished  men  thirty  years  past 
entirely  corresponded  with  the  course  which  the 
friends  of  restriction  now  advocate ;  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson has  delineated  a  gloomy  pictiire  of  the  bane- 
ful efiects  of  slavery  ]*  and  that  Uie  Virginia  dde- 
gation,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States,  voted  for  the  restriction  on  Ae 
Northwestern  Territory.  When  it  is  reeoUeeled 
that  the  Notes  of  Mr.  Jefierson  were  writlcB  dnrng 
the  progress  of  the  Revolution,  the  mind  operated 
upon  by.  its  incidents,  as  novel  as  stupendous,  it  is 
no  matter  of  surprise  that  the  writer,  who  was 
performing  so  distinguished  a  part,  should  iuKve 
imbibed  a  large  portion  of  that  enthusiasm  whidi 
such  an  occasion  was  so  wdl  ealcvlated  to 
produce. 

With  the  eye  of  benevolence,  surveying  the 


correct,  could  you  regulate  its  extent  as  does  the   condition  of  numkind,  and  a  holy  zeal  &  the 
doctor  his  means  by  drachms  ai^  scrupl^    But   amelioration  of  thdr  coi^tion.  he  gave  vent  to 

his  feelings  in  the  effusion  to  wnich  our  attention 


I  fear,  sir,  if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived  by  the  signs 
of  the  tivies,  that  this  gentleman  will  have  to  ac- 
knowledge, by  melancholy  experience^  that  his 
remedy  has  <n  itself  become  a  dreadful  disease. 
But,  air,  I  have  waadesed  from  the  point,  which 
is — that  we  have  an  advantage  for  which  we  have 
given  no  equivalent.  No.  Take  it  for  granted, 
however,  that  it  is  a  favor,  (our  ratio  of  repreaen- 
tation.)  and  not  a  sacrifice.  Do  we  not  pay  in 
solid  bullion  for  it  ?  Is  not  taxation  directly  in 
proportion  to  our  representation  ?  But  is  this  ail  ? 
What  have  we  not  done  for  the  navigatinff  interest, 
and  for  the  manufactures  of  our  Eastern  brethren  ? 
Tluee  years  past,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  latter, 
did  we  not  unanimously  pass  a  law,  in  conformity 
to  their  wishes,  which  interdicted  the  inteccourse 
between  this  country  and  the  British  West  India 
islands  in  British  ships,  with  a  view  to  the  encour- 
agement of  the  shipping  interest  of  the  East? 
Iiave  we  not  also  passed  a  navigation  act,  at  their 
inatance;  and,  in  short,  have  we  not  done  what- 
aver  we  have  been  requested  to  do  which  ooidd 
lead  to  their  advantage  m  this  Etgaid  7    Had  the 


has  been  called.  It  is  palpable  these  are  the  iUn- 
sioas  of  fimcY.  Sad  reality  has  since  tau^^t  him, 
as  his  example  shows,  that  the  evil  over  which  be 
weot  is  inoiuable  by  human  means.  By  which 
wiU  you  be  influenced,  the  undisciplined  efiissions 
of  a  benevolent  heart,  or  the  sober  suggeatioos  of 
cool  deliberations,  and  ripened  judginent  ?  As  to 
the  consent  of  the  Virginia  delegation  to  the  re- 
striction  in  question,  whether  the  -result  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  restrain  the  slave  trade  indirectly,  or  te 
influeneeof  thatenthusiasm  to  which  I  have  j«st  al- 
luded ;  or,  as  is  said  by  some,  a  pcditical  mcasoie  to 
countemct  certain  scoemes  then  going  on,  whose 
object  was,  according  to  the  rumor  ot  die  day,  a 
severance  of  the-  Union,  it  is  now  not  important  to 
decide.  We  have  witnessed  its  cfieets.  What 
might  have  been  speeulatkm  before,  is  now  nmtter 
of  experience.  The  liberality  of  V  irgima,  or  as 
the  result  may  prove,  her  foUy,  which  submitted 

^  Mr.  King,  in  a  vpeeeh  subBeqaently   delivered, 
slated  that  Mr.  JsfienoB  fiistsuggesttd  the  rsstrictiSB. 
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10,  or,  if  yoa  will,  proposed  this  meAsare,  has 
eventuated  in  eflects  which  sjfeak  a  monitory  les- 
son. How  is  the  Ycprcsentation  from  this  quarter 
on  the  present  question  ?  Virginia  is  constrained 
1o  cry  oot,  And  you,  too,  my  children !  I  appeal 
to  the  Senators  mm  that  quarter — to  their  nlial 
affection,  and  conjure  them,  by  the  kindness  we 
Inye  shown  them,  to  arrest  the  mifeeling'  injwttee 
meditated  against  us.  Did  we  not  give  you  the 
land  which  now  constitutes  your  home,  and  which 
you  liken,  in  your  own  langua^,  >to  a  Paradise? 
I>id  we  not  protect  you  in  3fonr  infancy  ?  Did  we 
not  arrest  the  policy  of  the  Bast,'  which  sought  to 
fetter  your  mighty  river,  for  no  matter  what  pur- 
pose, whether  disunion  or  to  rei»ress  your  growth  7 
bid  we  not  place  you  by  our  side  in  this  and  the 
other  hall,  and  impart  to  you  the  high  privileges 
of  sdf^vemment  ?  You  have  now  become  pow- 
erful :  will  you,  in  the  first  moment  we  have  ever 
sc^cited  your  aid,  abandon  us  and  go  over  to  the 
enemy?  Will  you  suneod^  youneives  to  the 
seductive  inftueaeeof  an  envious  step-mother,  who 
sought  to  strangle  you  in  your  infancy?  Date 
you  UA  your  parricidal  hands  against  your  natural 
parent?  In  the  fece  of  the  most  unpromising 
symptoms,  I  will  continue  to  hope  better  thin^. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  moral  and  political 
effects  of  slavery.  Instead  of  the  picture  ramished 
by  theorists  ana  enthusiasts  on  this  subject,  let  us 
consult  the  testimony  of  history  from  the  first  to 
the  present  aee.  In  the  master  States  of  antiquity, 
Gveece  and  Kome,  it  existed  in  its  worst  form. 
And  yet,  such  was  dw  march  of  the  human  mind, 
in  these  distinguished  Republics,  in  all  that  was 
ennobling  in  morals  and  science,  that  it  continued 
to  shine  through  the  long  eclipse  of  interposing 
darkness.  And  in  the  modem  world  the  lan^is  of 
science  and  of  liberty  were  lighted  up  fvom  its  yet 
unexpired  embers.  I  will  not  pretCM  to  retouch 
the  picture  ddineated  by  the  masterly  hand  of  my 
distmguished  friend  from  Maryland.  His  glowing 
and  sublime  eloquence,  the  exclusive  compank>n 
of  superior  geiHiis,liAied.  the  curtain  which  sepa- 
rates us  from  pai»t  ages,  and  caused  to  pass  in  re- 
view the  heroes  of  Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Ther- 
mopyks—^endid  achievements,  that  lose  nothinff 
in  e<»nparison  with  all  that  has  since  intervened. 
If  you  descend  to  modem  times,  the  result  of  ex- 
perience in  our  own  country  is  no  less  opposed  to 
the  suggestions  of  theory.  I  will  not  enter  into 
the  invidious  task  of  eontmsting  the  douth  vritii 
the  Nordi.  How  disastrous  must  be  that  question 
whose  discfussion  permits  a  member  of  this  body, 
in  recounting  i^e  splendid  monuments  of  Ameri- 
can skill  and  bmveiy,  to  ctmtent  himself  with 
naming  Bunker's  H4tt,  Bennington,  and  Saratogja ! 
Could  tiot  the  genticman  from  New  Hampshire 
permit  his  national  fedings  to  survive  so  long  as 
to  hav«  recounted  the  Cowpens,  King's  Mountain, 
Gosllbid,  Butew,  York,  and,  nnanv,  the  victory 
of  New  Orleatis,  whose  metnory  will  live  co-ex- 
teittively  whh  tm  fiood  on  whose  margin  it  was 
achieves  ?  Why  this  invidious  distmctton  ?  Does 
the  honorable  gientlenmn  imagine  I  take  less  inte- 
rest in  indcdging  my  pleasing  recollection  of  the 
proweM  of  my  camitry  in  the  first  than  in  die  last  ? 


No,  they  were  my  ooiuntrymen ;  the  fame  they 
acquired  was  a  common  stock ;  my  portion  of  the 
inheritage  I  will  not  surrender. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  supposed,  that  in  the 
abstract  I  am  advocating  slavery  ?  Like  all  other 
human  things,  it  is  mixed  with  good  and  evil-^ 
the  latter,  no  doubt,  prepondetating. 

The  sentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mvl- 
len)  tdls  us,  he  is  legislating  for  after  ages.  His- 
view  disdains  the  limited  horizon  of  the  present* 
pQor  arrogant  man,  not  content  to  act  weU  hiar 
part  in  the  little  span  assigned  him  by  his  Creator^ 
ne  builds  his  mole-hill,  and  challenges  immortality 
for  his  labors!  A  few  revolving  years,  they  am 
erased  vrith  the  same  facility  as  are  the  chamcters 
by  the  flood,  on  whose  sandy  margin  they  have 
been  inscribed.  TdU  me  at  what  mae  fountain  of 
knowledge  have  you  drunk  in  the  holy  inspiration 
which  enables  you  to  penetrate  the  6bik  doud 
vtrhich  hangs  on  the  future,  and  to  adapt  your  coun- 
sds  to  the  endless  vicissitudes  of  human  affairs  ? 
Satisly  me  on  this,  before  I  surrender  present  hap- 
piness. I -fear  you  have  commenced  this  distent 
voyage  under  the  most  unhallowed  auspices.  Tou 
violate  the  Constitutibn  ;  you  trample  under  feet 
the  piloted  faith  of  the  nation ;  vou  do  an  im- 
measurable act  of  injustice  to  one  naif  of  the  na- 
tion ;  you  lay  the  fotmdation  of  incurable  hatred , 
and  all  this  for  consequences  which  none  can  see, 
but  that  Providene^  in  whose  hands  is  the  destiny 
of  nations.  Sir,  renections  of  this  kind  call  up  a 
fearful  subject  of  contemplation.  Your  €k)Vem- 
ment,  upon  its  present  scale,  is  as  yet  but  an  ex- 
periment. While  the  people  are  virtuous,  it  may 
equal  all  our  fond  ^opes  and  anticipations;  but 
^Aten  it  shall  reach  'from  ocean  to  oceauj  become 
populated  to  excess,  and  ooverty  and  vice  shall 
nave  shed  their  banefal  innuence ;  when  materiak 
of  this  kind  diall  be  subjected  to  the  intrigues  of 
die  wicked  and  ambitions ',  who,  jndffing  even  firom 
the  present  time,  is  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that 
we  alone  are  to  be  exempt  from  the  calamities,  to 
which  man  has  been  bom  heir  ?  Who  can  pretend 
to  predict  that  the  present  order  of  things  will  be 
able  to  ride  out  the  storm  ?  And  tf,  conmrming  to 
all  human  things,  we,  too,  shall  experience  ad^er- 
6ity~-4f  this  last  hope  of  affiicted  humanity  shall, 
as  the  precursor  of  its  final  doom,  be  rent  in  twain, 
what  then  will  be  the  frait»  of  your  p^icy  ?  On 
this  side  fAte  Mississippi  a  black  p(^[Milation,  on  the 
other  a  white.'  The  latter,  you  tell  us,  is  feeMe^ 
inadequate  to  its  own  defence;  we  ju'esent  only  a 
temptation  to  conquest.  Instead  of  preBentin«^  a 
rampart,  you  have  surrendered  us,  by  your  policy, 
an  unresisting  prey  to  our  now  hostile  neighbors. 
It  may  perhaps  be  consistent  with  retributive  jus- 
tice maty  our  country  overran,  you  in  turn  may 
severely  feel  the  terrible  effects  of  your  present  in- 
justice. Let  me  conjure  the  genlfeman  to  return 
from  his  distant  voyage,  and  unite  with  us  in  cen- 
sultinf  the  happiness  of  the  present  ffenerafi^on. 
Whemer  slavery  was  ordained  by  God  nimself  m 
a  particular  revelaticm  to  his  chosen  people,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  merdy  permitted  as  d  part  of  that  moral 
evil  which  seems  to  be  the  inevitaUe  portion  of 
man,  are  questions  I  will  not  af^roach ;  I  leave 
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Xhem  to  the  casuists  and  the  divines.  It  is  suffi- 
cient for  us.  as  statesmen,  to  know  that  it  has  ex- 
isted from  tne  earliest  ages  of  the  world,  and  that 
to  us  has  been  assigned  such  a  portion  as,  in  refer- 
ence to  their  number  and  the  various  considera- 
tions resulting  from  a  change  of  their  condition, 
no  remedy,  even  plausible,  has  been  suggested, 
thouj^h  wisdom  and  benevolence  united  have  un- 
ceasingly brooded  over  the  subject. 

However  dark  and  inscrutable  may  be  the  ways 
of  heaven,  who  is  he  th^t  arrogantly  presumes  to 
arraign  them?    The  same  nughty  power  that 

Slanted  the  greater  and  the  lesser  luminary  in  the 
eavens,  permits  on  earth  the  bondsman  and  the 
free.  To  that  Providence,  as  men  and  christians, 
let  us  bow.  If  it  be  consistent  with  his  will,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  to  break  the  fetter  of  the  slave, 
he  will  raise  up  some  Moses  to  be  their  deliverer.  To 
him  commission  will  be  given  to  lead  them  up  out 
of  the  land  of  bondage.  At  his  approach,  seas  will 
subside  and  moun tarns  disappear.  When  the  rev- 
elation shall  be  made,  and  the  jubilee  of  emanci- 
pation be  proclaimed,  philanthropy  will  lift  its 
Toiee  to  swell  the  joyful  note,  which,  sweeping  the 
ccmtinent  and  the  isles  of  the  new  world,  ana  re- 
sounding through  the  old,  Shall  cause  the  o]^ressor 
to  let  go  his  prey,  the  dungeon  to  surrender  its  vic- 
tim, and  give  emancipA tion  to  the  slave.  T  ill  then, 
let  us  draw  consolation  from  the  reflection  that, 
however  incomprehensible  this  dispensation  may 
be  to  us,  it  b  a  link  in  that  great  concatenation 
which  is  permitted  by  omnipotent  power  and  good- 
ness, and  must  issue  in  universal  good. 

I  will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the  Senate  by 
detaining  them  any  longer  on  this  subject.  It  is 
the  speaker,  and  not  the  theme,  that  is  exhausted. 
However  tnreatening  the  political  horizon  may 
now  appear,  I  will  not  suiter  myself  easily  to  b!e 
cast  down.  No,  sir,  when  I  reflect  upon  our  an- 
cestors, whoj  flying  oppression,  braved  a  waste 
of  waters,  brmging  witn  them  nothing  but  their 
household  gods  and  an'unextinguishable  thirst  for 
freedom,  ta3iin^  root  on  a  barbarous  shore,  growing 
up  with  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  annals  of 
mankind — uniting  against  the  attempts  of  tyranny, 
and  consummating  tne  e^lorious  Revolution:  when 
I  reflect  on  the  spirit  of  concession  and  brotherly 
love  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution;  ai^d 
when  I  finally  contemplate  the  glory  and  happiivess 
it  has  produced,  I  will  not  now  distrust  that  Prov- 
idence which  has  been  pleased  to  dispense  to  us  so 
many  and  such  distinguished  blessings.  I  will  not 
permit  myself  to  believe  that  this  mighty  scheme 
of  political  salvation,  in  which  all  nations  are  in- 
terested, will  pass  away  like  the  grass  of  the  field. 
I  will  rather  continue  to  indulge  the  hop^  that  we 
shall  remain  united  and  free ;  that  we  shall  advance 
to  that  height  of  prosperity  when  all  nations  shall 
resort  to  us,  whence  to  draw  the  oracles  of  political 
wisdom  and  the  sublime  truths  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty.  That  such  may  be  our  fate  is  the 
mayer  I  will  unceasingly  address  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  all  human  events. 

Mr.  Roberts  said :  I  rise,  with  imfeigned  reluc- 
tance, to  claim  the  indulgence  of  a  further  hearing 
from  the  Senate.    I  cannot,  howevo",  reconcile  si- 


lence with  what  I  deem  to  be  a  faithful  dischargeof 
duty.    I  have  listened,  with  equal  surprise  and  re- 

fret,  to  hear  gentlemen,  with  whom  m  this  pLaux 
have  long  been  gratified  to  act  and  think,  deny 
or  explain  away  what  I  deem  to  be  the  sound  and 
fundamental  principles  of  political  truth.  The 
gentleman  who  has  just  preceded  me  (Mr.  Bab- 
bour)  has  informed  us  there  is  much  public  excite- 
ment existing  relative  to  this  question.  The  same 
thinff  has  frequently  been  alluded  to  by  others 
spewng  on  the  same  side.  They,  one  and  all, 
anticipate  the  most  fearful  consequences,  if  the 
proposition  before  you  be  agreed  to.  We  haTe 
been  reknlnded  of  our  unratified  treaty  with  Spain, 
our  embarrassed  currency  and  deficient  revenue,  as 
reasons  why  we  should  forbear  doing  what  we 
find  to  be  right.  I  have  no  reverence  for  that  wis- 
dom which  would  decide  questions  of  the  highest 
order— questions  interwoven  in  the  very  web  of 
our  destiny,  by  a  reference  to  the  transitory  em- 
barrassments which  nuiy  beset  us  at  any  particidar 
moment.  The  question  has  fairly  met  us,  whether 
freedom  or  slavery  is  to  be  the  lot  of  the  regions 
beyond  the  MississippL  It  ought  to  be  deliberately 
decided,  under  a  proper  exercise  of  authority,  witn 
a  view  to.  the  ultimate  consequences  the  decision 
we  come  to  n^ay  produce.  It  is,  now,  as  to  Mis- 
souri only  we  are  called  upon  to  act ;  but  it  will 
yet  arise  m  Arkansas  and  other  territories,  which, 
m  the  fulness  of  time,  may  ofier  themselves  fat 
admission  into  thb  Union. 

The  people  to  the  South,  says  the  gentleman 
lust  sat  down,  (Mr,  Barbour,)  who  compose  one- 
naif  of  the  Union,  are  to  be  put,  by  this  proposition, 
under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  as,  from  its  operation, 
they  cannot  settle  in  the  new  State.  If  he  be  cor- 
rect, which  I  do  not  admit,  reject  the  proposition, 
and  you  put  the  other  and  larger  halt  under  the 
ban.  A  man  who  is  ocmscientiously  averse  to 
holding  slaves,  and  who  cannot,  theretore,  employ 
the  slaves  of  others,  is  (or bidden  to  settle  in  a  land 
where  free  labor  cannot  be  procured.  Such  must 
be  the  case  where  slavery  exists  unrestricted.  Ad- 
mit Missouri,  a  ^laveholding  State^  without  limi- 
tation, and  you  place  the  citizens  ol  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  under  an  interdict,  as  to  settlement, 
that  they  cannot  overcome.  Thus  is  the  argument 
brought  to  an  equation.  With  this  dileouna  are 
we  t^et.  The  gentleman  has  pronounced  an  elo- 
quent and  iust  eulogium  on  those  who,  in  doing 
what  they  believe  to  be  right,  breast  the  stonxTd' 
public  opinion  at  home  To  gentlemen  who  act 
thus,  I  am  ready  to  afibrd  an  equal  tribute  of  ap- 
plause. Where  the  gentleman  finds  the  supple 
politicians,  who  yield  so  obsequiously  to  every 
oree^e  of  public  opinion  from  that  quarter  whicA 
afibrds  him  so  consoling  a  contrast,  I  cannot  so 
well  conceive.  In  this  part  of  his  compliment  1 
can  take  no  share.  I  have  been  glad  to  learn  t^ 
opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  accorded 
with  siffnal  unanimity.  Having  no  doubt  of  my 
duty  before,  I  still  hail  with  gladness  this  strength- 
ening evidence  of  their .  concurrence.  Witli  us, 
there  can  be  no  recognition  of  slavery  as  a  matter 
of  right.  An  abhorrence  of  it,  on  all  principles 
but  those  of  supreme  necessity,  is    interwoven 
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into  the  very  texture  of  our  liearts  and  kaUts  of 
thought 

The  centleman  from    South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Smith)  has  asked,  why  we  did  not  propose  this 
restriction  earlier?    In  this  at  least  I  have  not 
been  wantixu;.    My  maiden  voice  was  assayed,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  favor  of  the  in- 
hibition of  slavery  north  of  the  parallel  of  latitude 
which  passes  through  the  moutn  of  the  Ohio,  in,  I 
believe,  1811,  when  the  bill  establishing  the  present 
Territorial  government  was  under  consideration. 
We  were  not  then  told  the  proposition  was  uncon- 
stitutional, nor  in  violation  of  the  treaty ;  but  that 
we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  with  almost  one- 
half  the  commttnity  infatuated  with  the  spirit  of 
opposition  to  the  uovemment ;  ihat  further  dis- 
sension at  that  time  might  be  fatal.    The  question 
was  thus  deferred  until  a  more  convenient  season. 
What  I  then  thought  ri([ht,  I  think  so  now.    I 
rejoice  to  see  this  question  excite  public  inter- 
est.    Melancholy  would  be  our  prospects,  if  it 
.did  not.    It  must  be  settled  some  time,  and  better 
now  than  later.    The  gentleman  who  has  pre- 
ceded  me  has  spoken  of  intonperate  doctrine 
brought  into  discussion  in  a  Northern  State  Legis- 
lature.   Where,  let  me  ask,  has  any  thin^  more 
intemperate  appeared  than  in  the  resolutions  of 
that  of  Virginia  1    Dictation  to  the  Congress  has 
been  uttered  there  without  Qualification  or  reserve. 
TLe  gentleman  tells  us  he  has  heard,  too,  the  Ian 
euase  of  rewoach  where  he  had  koped  that  of 
kinoness.    He  faAs  been  good  enough  to  read  me 
a  lecture  on  moderation ;  but,  hpw  has  he  observed 
his  own  prei^epts.    He  charges  us,  without  quali- 
fication, of  wishincr  to  do  an  act  of  enormous  in- 
justice— ^to  insult  Virginia*;  and.  although  she  is 
disposed  to  submit  to  much  insult  and  injustice, 
there  is  a  point  beyond  which  submission  ceases  to 
be  a  virtue.    As  to  where  the  chaige  of  inflicting 
reproaches,  or  the  merit  of  eztendmg  kindnesses, 
may  be  most  justly  claimed,  it  is  not  for  me,  but 
those  who  hear  us,  to  decide.    If  it  were  a  question, 
says  the  gentleman,  whether  or  not  we  should  mul- 
tiply slaves,  he  should  be  as. much  against  it  as 
any  man  ;  but,  he  adds,  it  is  not  a  wintion  of  this 
kind,  but  one  which  determines  only  if  they  shall 
be   confined  to  the  spot  where  they  now  aw. 
We  do  soberly  hold,  that  it  is  a  ouestion  whethw 
slavery  shall  be  extended,  and  slaves  increased. 
No  art  nor  subtlety  in  the  U9ex>f  language  can 
successfully  be  applied  to  make  it  appear  other- 
wise.    Establish  slavery  over  this  territory,  and 
yoa,  of  consequence,  increase  the  value  of  slave- 
property.    Extend  the  market,  and  you  perpetuate 
this  interest,  hy  increasing  the  jx>war  of  the  hold- 
ers of  it.    Reject  this  proposition,  and  to  whose 
benefit  does  the  consequence  enure  ?  cleariy  to  the 
slaveholding  .interest,  pecuniarily  and  pohtically. 
The  scale  oT  political  power  will  preponderate  m 
favor  of  the  slaveholduig  States.    Tne  effect  of 
such  an  event  is  hardly  problematical.     While 
the  gentleman  tells  us  this  is  not  a  qnestion^f 
slavery,  he  tells  us  that  all  sovereignty  possessed 
on  this  subject  is  in  the  States ;  and  that,  so  far 
as  power  is  i^t  given  to  the  Federal  Government, 
or  vrithhdd  from  the  Stated  they  are  despotic 


sovereignties.  Despotic  indeed,  if  they  can  tiana- 
fona  freemen  into  slaves.  We  have  heard  from 
ffentlemen,  that  the  right  of  establishing  slavery  is  a 
legitimate  attribute  of  State  sovereignty ;  that  the 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  may  now  constitution- 
ally and  lawfully  introduce  it,  compact  notwith- 
standing ;  that  it  was  indulged  under  the  Jewish 
theocrae)r,  which  was  a  government  of  Crod; 
that  Christianity  does  not  forbid  it ;  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Qovemment  sanctions  it,  and  re- 
co^pises  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  laws  relating 
to  it  Nay,  more,  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Smith)  pronounces  it  right,  views  it  as 
a  benefit,  and  looas  for  its  perpetuity.  Without 
reserve,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  power  in  a  State 
to  make  slaves,  or  to  introduce  slavery  where  it 
has  been  abolished,  or  where  it  never  existed,  or 
even  to  permit  its  existenoe  only  as  an  evil  admit- 
ting of  no  immediate  remedy.  The  gentlemen 
have  further  alleged  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  in 
fraud  of  the  articles  of  Confederation ;  that  it  was 
sheer  assumption,  and  «ven  downright  usurpation. 
All  this  I  must  also  deny,  without  reserve.  The 
Constitution  provides  that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  and  that  the  United  States 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government  To  ascertain  what 
IS  a  State  and  a  repubUean/ofm  of  government,  we 
shall  very  unprofitably  follow  sentlemcn  through 
the  history  ot  ancient  times,  the  middle  ages,  or 
periods  of  n^odem  date,  as  regarding  foreign  com- 
munities—even Britian  herself.  We  must  search 
for  their  meaning  in  our  own  historv  only :  here 
a  different  system  of  political  moFality  has  pre- 
vailed, and  political  trutn  taught  without  corruption. 
In  this  reply  I  shall  assume  no  new  ground  of  de- 
fence ;  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  take  that  trod- 
den befote  a  little  more  closely — when  it  was  de- 
dared,  on  the  part  of  these  States,  that  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  thev  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  among 
which  are  life,  libertv,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness ;  that  to  secure  these  rights  goveniments  are 
instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  soven^. .  Two  condoi' 
siohs  most  cleariy  result  uom  thtee  premises ;  that 
a  government  founded  on  these  principles  can  nei- 
ther make  slaves  nor  kings.  Tnat  is  to  put  somei, 
by  birth,  below,  and  some  above  the  law.  The 
exercise  of  creative  power  employed  on  one  prin* 
cidie  is  just  as  reasonable  as  on  the  othtf. 

We  have  heard,  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 

Sinia,  a  claim  of  merit,  for  that  State,  of  imdiag 
le  way  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  think  ' 
in  1778.  Yet  the  Conaress,  in  their  non-consump- 
tion agreement  of  1774,  provided  a  clause  to  dis- 
continue the  slave  trad<^  and,  on  the  6th  of  April. 
1776,  expressly  prohibited  it  These  acts  preceded 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  with  which  they 
were  in  exact  accordance,  in  imrsuance  of  the 
same  principle,  Virginia  acted  in  1778,  Pennsylva- 
nia in  1780,  Massachusetts  abolished  slavery  in 
1783,  and  amajority  of  theold  thirteen  States  sme- 
quently  acted  on  the  same  principle.  Such  waa 
the  character  of  a  majority  of  the  States  which 
formed  the  Federal  Coastitutieb.    It  was  impos- 
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vkke^  at  that  era.  it  coold  kaTebeenoonoeired  that 
Ifae  rntkkitfg  of  slaves  was  a  legitimate  attribute  of 
State  sorereigaty.  The  Articles  of  CoafedecatMm, 
tbe  second  great  act  of  the  people  of  these  States, 
exprcBslv  recognise  all  freemen  as  eligible  to  pos- 
sess i^  inmehiees  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Tims,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  Revolution, 
we  trace  the  disavowal  of  any  pretenee  that  sUiveiy 
can  be  sufiiered  to  exist  on  any  ground  bat  that  of 
severe  and  uneqiai vocal  necessity.  In  1780,  the 
Congress  invited  the  States  to  cede  their  -vmder- 
ness  territory,  from  causes  I  need  not  revert  to. 
It  was  then  promised  saoh  terrUory  should  be 
formed  into  Stales,  and  admitted  into  the  Union. 
with  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
indqpendence,  as  the  original  States.  Can  any 
one  doubt  that  the  freafem,  sovereignty,  and 
independence,  here  spoken  of,  meant  the  '^boon  of 
fnRkmg  slaves,"  as  it  is  called.  No;  it  most  clearly 
results,  that  what  of  these  rights  the  old  States 
were  held  to  possess  were  such  only  as  recognise 
^e  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  which  were 
oonformahle  to  the  principle  that  government  was 
iftstitnted  to  secure  those  rights,  not  to  effectuate 
their  violation.  When  the  Congress  of  1784,  and 
safasemiendy  in  1787,  came  to  apply  these  princi- 
ples m  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  mdependenoe,  to 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  thev  evidently  acted 
on  such  an  ^understanding.  The  6th  article  of 
compact  is  a  proof  too  stronff  of  this  to  admit  of 
denial,  or  even  doubt.  All  the  articles  of  compact 
ate  pefaced  by  the  most  unequivocal  declaration 
by  toe  Concress,  that  they  contain  the  essential 
princinles  of  tbe  governments  of  the  old  States, 
and  wnat  they  deraied  the  estential  jprinciples  of 
all  free  govemmenu;  that  is,  in  brier,  republican 
government  We  first  find  the  phiases  ^  Repub- 
Bean  States,"  and  '^Republican  Government," 
used,  in  reference  to  new  States,  in  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  in  1780  and  1784,  and  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  from  whence  the  phrase  has  been 
transplanted  into  the  Constitution.  A  new  State 
admitted  into  the  Union,  therefore,  must  be  a  State 
with  a  republican  ffoverpment*  Though  gentk> 
men  have  looked  abroad  to  define  this  phnise,  to 
get  at  a  conveniently  enlarged  definition,  it  follows, 
most  dearly^  that  it  stands  in  the  Constitution  an 
insuperable  interdict  to  slave  making. 

In  No.  30  of  the  Federalist,  Mr.  Madison  has 
occasion  to  inquire  what  is  a  Republiean  Gknrem- 
ment.  "What  (says he)  are  the  aistiuctive  charac- 
ters of  one?  Were  an  answer  to  this  Question 
to  be  sought)  not  by  recurring  to  principle^  but 
in  the  application  of  the  term  bf  pohticaL  vnriters 
to  the  constitutions  of  difierent  States,  nb  satisfac- 
tory one  would  ever  be  found.  If  we  resort  for 
a  criterion  to  the  difierent  principles  on  which 
difierent  forms  of  government  are  established,  we 
may  define  a  repuwtc  to  be,  or  at  least  may  bestow 
that  name  on  a  government  which  derives  all  its 
porwers,  Erectly  or  imUreetly,  from  the  great  body 
of  the  people."  Aceoiding  to  this  definition  a 
Repablioan  Ctovermnent  cannot  mean  one  where 
on^half  the  people  shfdl  have  power  to  make  the 
other  half  slaves.  ^ 
W«  have  been^ibld,  as  baibre  remaiked^  that  the 


ordinance  of  1787  was  an  act  of  ueuipation.  The 
Congress,  under  the  Confederation,  had  the  power 
of  making  treaties.  The  States  were  not  lorlHd- 
den,  under  that  Government,  to  cede  territory  to 
the  United  States.  The  parties  to  the  eesaioB  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  were  parties  com|»e- 
tent  to  treat.  The  Congress  became  vested,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  several  eessicms,  with  all  die  powers 
the  States  had  over  the  ceded  temtory,  exeeptin^ 
so  far  as  the  stipulations  abridged  that  pofwet. 
These  stipulations  provided  that  the  said  territory 
should  be  formed  mto  States,  and  admitted  into 
the  Union.  Nine  States  were  competent  to  admit 
new  members.  The  ordinance  of  1767  was  Tirtu- 
ally  an  admission  of  States  into  the  Umon.  This 
vote  of  admission  was  unanimous.  The  ordinance 
was  supervised  by  Virginia — first  by  her  delegates 
in  the  Congress,  and  next  by  her  L<^;tslature^  who, 
at  the  desire  or  Congress,  modified  the  terms  of 
cession.  It  is  thus  impossiUe  there  could  have 
been  any  doubt,  on  the  part  of  eidier  of  the  eon- 
traeting  parties,  as  to  the  meaning  of  what  was 
termed  the  same  rights  of  freedom,  sovereignty. 
and  iiMfependaice,  as  to  the  original  States,  as  wol 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Congress  to  prescribe  terms 
of  admission.  The  Articles  of  Confederation  pro- 
vided for  the  admission  of  Canada,  hut  no  other 
colony  should  come  into  the  Union,  unless  by  the 
consent  of  nine  States  in  the  Congrete.  Here,  as 
in  the  Constitation,  the  discretion  to  admit  or  not 
to  admit  existed.  The  promise  made  to  admit  bv 
the  Congress  was  voluntary,  end  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission predicated  on  a  discretion  soundly  arisiiig 
out  of  power  legitimately  vested  in  them.  To  term 
such  an  act  fnuid  and  sheer  assumjption,  is  matter 
of  great  surprise.  It  was  an  exercise  of  power  all 
parties  were  then  agreed  on  as  correct,  and  these 
principles  have  formed  the  basis  of  all  subsequent 
admissions  of  States.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  has 
a  new  language  been  held :  ever^  thing  hitherto 
done  of  a  restrictive  character  is  nronounoed  a 
nullity,  and  the  supervisory  care  or  the  Fedeml 
Oovemment  is  denied  and  denounced  as  odious 
oppression  and  insupportable  tyranny. 

The  Conpess  have  now  me  power  over  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  it  hap  had  over  that  North- 
west of  the  Ohio,  restricted  alike  by  tfa»  treaty  of 
cession.  That  treaty  certainly  does  not  require 
the  unrestricted  introduction  of  daves.  We  ad- 
mit it  guaranties  the  property  in  Aose  that  now 
exitft.  We  therefore  hold  Congress  to  be  as  free 
to  re^re  of  the  new  State  to  inhibit  their  further 
introduction,  as  tbejr  were  formerly  to  foi^d  fiie 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  States  nor&west  of  the 
Ohio.  » 

The  recognition  of  slavery  in  the  Constiton'on 
will  not  go  fer  to  justify  the  ri^t  to  eotafafoh  it. 
Why  is  a  circumlocution  of  words  used  in  that  in- 
stnunent,  to  designate  such  peraons^  instead  of  one 
so  appropriate  as  that  of  slaves?  Eitkr  because 
it  was  considered  asa  painful  word,  or  for  the  better 
reason,  that  it  was  hoped  the  Constitution  woiM 
sitfviveastate  of  things  where  the  word  could  be  ap- 
plicable. In  either  case,  emancipation  must  have 
Been  looked  to  as  a  desirable  event,  and  a  righteocs 
eonsnnnnatioa  of  the  promises  of  die  Revolution. 
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GentleBien  say,  aUo«r  ar(|aBMiits  look  to  ike  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  I  adlmit  it;  Imt,  in  indolciiig 
this  hope,  far  be  it  from  me  to  tbiak  of  dbtumag 
what  has  been  settied.  Yet  I  eanaot  abandon  it, 
as  it  is  the  happy  aUternatiYe  ^nfpge&ti  to  a  dke  ca- 
tastrophe. GSentlemen  refer  nsto  the  Jewiah  Imir, 
and  eapeeially  to  the  35th  chapter  of  Leyitieas. 
LieC  me  call  their  attention  to  the  tenth  Terse  of 
that  cbapter : 

"  And  ye  ahsiJ  hsllMr  the  ftAieth  year,  ead  pfoeteim 
U^eH^  tkrougkoui  aii  Uu  land,  nnie  ell  the  iabefail- 
enis  thcfeof :  it  sbell  be  a  jabilee  ,aafto  you»  sad  je 
shell  ratorn  evefy  men  unlo  his  own  possessioot  sod 
ye  shell  letorn  every  msn  unto  his  own  fiuaily." 

There  was  also  a  seventhyear  jubilee  that  freed 
allthatwerein bandage. of HebRfW race.  Letthese 
(^eratein  their  natiTe-mfce,  and  1  apprehend  gsa- 
tlemen  will  not  think  them  very  desirable.  I  thii^ 
I  now  hear  smnalhing  like  anew  language  on  the 
sabjeet  of  slavery,  such  as  has  hith^  not  bem 
that  of  Repnblican  Ameiica.  Under  the  mildest 
exercise  of  the  riohts  of  the  master,  it  baa  at  all 
times  heretofore  been  deemed  an  evil,  wbiah  all 
good  men  felt  bound  to  hope  was  remadiable. 

We  have  .been  told  that  the  self-evident  truths 
set  forth  in  tiie  Decbmtinn  of  Independenee,  aie 
not,  as  we  mcbderstand  them,  the  foundation  of  all 
onr  principles  of  law,  fautmerely  abstractaiihorianuL 
ivhieh  have  but  a  Innited  meaninj^.  It  is  denied 
all  men  are  bom  equal.  '  Some,  it  is  said,  are  bom 
lieh,  and  others  poor;  some  are  bam  peers  of  the 
realm,  and  have  a  right  to  gire  laws  to  those  to 
whom  they  are  not  boahid  to  give  ahooa.  Will  the 
gentkmui  fn)m  Maryland  tell  me  t^ese  sentiments 
are  applicid)le  to  our  eouatry,  where  none  can  be  bom 
to  privileges  of  estate  and  title?  Nothing  is  moie 
common  than  that  the  child  bora  to-day,  of  opu- 
len  t  pareiikts,  may  to^nonrow  become  the  son  of  an 
indigent  fiither.  Such  are  the  common  chaAces 
of  trade,  and  the  efiect  of  onr  equal  kws.  But,  if 
men  are  thus  bora  equal,  much  mora  are  they  cre- 
ated so,  as  creation  precedes  birth.  But,  says  the 
gentleman,  we  are  told  of  inalienable  rights,  when 
the  fitct  is  obvious  there  aie  no  rights  bat  what  are 
alienaUe.  The  soldier  (says  he)  aliens  his  life, 
and  1  have  (he  adds)  aliened  a  part  of  the  freedom 
of  my  mind  in  marriage.  The  soldier  and  the  con- 
jugee  must  befreefaefore  they  can  become  parties  to 
such  contracts.  In  both  caaes  ihaobjeet  or  the  eon- 
tract  i8happiness,aad  thelair  abiainment  of  aquiva- 
lent  benefit.  The  soldier  may  be  influenced  by  great 
moral  motiv«a-^ve  of  country,  love  of  g^rv — 
benefits  oi  valuable  consideration.  Till  now  I  had 
not  karnad  marria||[e  could  be  held  as  restraint  and 
servitude ;  on  enteriag  it,  1  thought  Imaa  entering 
the  preeiiicts  of  liberty.  I  have  not  been  disap- 
pointed ;  ftnr  the  fnmchises  of  a  husband  and  a 
father  are  hifl^  and  hapjyy  ones. 

To  show  mat  slavery  is  fruitful  of  elevation  of 
natiottal  character,  the  achievements  af  Thcnno- 
pyhe,  Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Platan,  have  been 
iastanoed.  Say,  was  Grecian  prowess  less  in  the 
Ten  ThoBsand,  and  at  Arbda?  Men  will  enoaim- 
ter  much  for  their  liberty;  they  will  sometimes 
perfivm  bold  deeds  in  pursuit  of  men  ^ry,  or 
through  attachment  to  a  leader.    QenanBy,  I  ad- 


mit that  great  actions  are  the  result  of  strong  moml 
motives.  I  should  rather  ascribe  the  memorable 
exploits  of  the  ancient  republics  to  the  free  .pnnei- 
pies  of  their  government,  than  to  the  existence  of 
slavery,  which  seems  at  last  to  have  been  their 
bane. 

In  depicting  the  efiects  of  the  very  limited  prop- 
osition before  you,  gentlemen  have  indulged  in  the 
most  extravagant  figures  of  langua^.  On  the  one 
hand,  they  have  drawn  Missouri  m  chains  pros- 
trate at  vour  feet,  the  limbs  of  her  sovereignty 
mangled  oy  a  sort  of  political  sargery,  with  a  jiwand 
on  her  face,  and  the  collar  of  servitude  about,  aad 
yoar  feet  upon,  her  neck;  the  victim  of  the  most 
odious  repioacn,  with  her  spirit  baeken;  a.  Stale 
squeezed  to  a  pigmy,  and  made  the  shadow  of  .a 
shade,  and  the  scorn  of  every  tongve.  Wearenaat 
warned  to  beware  of  awakening  the  sturdy  spirit 
of  Missouri ;  she  is,  it  is  said,  snufiiag  oppremion  in 
every  breeze.  We  are  called  upon  to  look  at  her, 
filled  with  a  mighty  population,  dissatisfied  »»d  re- 
bellioua;  to  sow  not  such  seeds,  lest  we  reapa  lam- 
entable harvest  Really,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Marylaad,  I  want  intellect  to  comprehend  the  force 
of  such  reasoning,  if  it  be  to  be  called  bf  so  sober 
a  name.  To  what  despcMte  aots  of  folly  must  this 
oompessianating  and  anon  terrifying  layle  oi  ad- 
drem  lead,  if  it  he  allowed  to  have  any  eifect.  In 
the  midst  of  the  tumult  of  the  passions  of  foar 
and  pity,  reason  an4  a  sense  of  right  ean  hardly 
fail  to  be  oblileniled.  Is  it,  exclaims  the  gentleman 
fixMtt  Mavyiand,  (Mr.  PiNuraY,^  that  you  wi^  to 
foree  maniimifwion  on  the  Soum?  I-answer,  not 
at  all.  It  is  to  do  nothing  moie  nor  ]bs»  than 
to  paewent,  as  far  as  posstbie,  the  extensian  of 
slavery. 

You  come  ansed,  say  gentlemen,  with  leligian 
in  the  onehand,  and  htaumity  in  this  other.  That, 
when  encroachment  dresses  herself  in  the  garb  of 
piety,  then  it  is  she  becomes  more  daagerous^aiui 
then  it  iB  she  assumes  a  power  that  can  aohieva  the 
universe.  Let  me  ask  gentlemeay  if^  i^hen  men 
eomearmed  with  desire  of  gain  in  the  one  hand, 
aad  a  love  of  power  in  the  other,  are  they  fitted  to 
achieve  less^  or  are  they  more  reqieetable  or  less 
dangerous?  Humanity  and  piety,  it  is  true,  may 
be  mifltakm,  and  aeak  nght  by  doubtful  means 
sometimes,  but  the  passions  of  mterest  and  ambi- 
tion must  inevitably  seek  wrong  ends  by  use  of 
wrong  Bieans.  Their  appetite  ia  inwtiablo  ■eue- 
oess  oaly  whets  it.  EnthuMaam  begms,  we  are 
told,  as  the  gentle  streamlet,  taut  it  soon  becomes  a 
resistless  tonent  This  remark  applies  in  frili  force, 
as  well  to  the  punnit  of  power  and  property,  as  die 
pronndgation  af  a  particular  belier.  it  is  a  two- 
edged  sword,  and  cuts  at  least  with  equal  keaanass 
bom  ways.  We  are  counsdled  that,  in  this 'dread 
of  extendiag  shivery,  we  are  'about  to  open  the 
Mediterranean  of  diaeretionary  authority,  dunagh 
all  its  dttices.  What  is  the  altemirtive  oflEBred  us? 
At  least  an  equal  dan^  of  excoB  in  State  disera- 
tion,  and  eren  in  noviciate  candidates  for  a  place 
in  mis  Union.  Let  it  not  be  fioigotten  whiit  me 
ask  for  in  the  propositian  before  you.  The  limalB 
are  well  defined— consonant  with  the  whole  paaa- 
tiee,.and  stncdy  within  dK  pnncipks  and/legid- 
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mate  power  of  the  GoTemment.  A  principle  con- 
secrated in  the  admission  of  at  least  seven  States 
into  this  Union.  On  such  a  proposition,  gen- 
tlemen resort  to  such  modes  of  expression.  To 
say  the  least,  they  are  equally  inapplicable  and 
extravagant. 

Q^itlemen  have  taken  much  offence  at  the 
pamphlets  which  iiave  been  published,  reasoning 
against  the  extension  of  slavery  in  Missouri.  Why 
this  disturbance?  We  have  not  relied  on  them, 
nor  plead  them  in  the  argument.  I  am  aware  it 
has  been  broadly  intimat^  that  we  have  found  it 
cut  and  dried  to  our  hand.  If  it  were  even  so,  it 
is  still  argument,  and  gentlemen  must  meet  it  for 
what  it  is  worth.  We  claim  no  merit  further 
than  that  of  doing  what  we  find  to  be  ru^ht  in  the 
best  way  we  can,  and  the  plain  course  for  gentle- 
man is,  after  meeting  us  here,  if  thev  be  disturbed 
a  J  what  is  said  elsewhere,  to  sit  aown  in  their 
osets  and  refute  these  offensive  publications.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  find  them  at  such  a  work.  It 
would  be  fairly  to  enter  the  Ibts  with  the  pam- 
phleteers, and  to  oppose  Pharsalia  to  Pharnlia. 
Perhaps,  however,  these  oflicious  authors  will  be 
sufiftciently  noticed  in  gentlemen's  speeches.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  says,  if^slavery  be  in- 
compatible with  republican  Government,  that 
State  must  retire  from  the  Union,  perhaps,  for  her 
sins.  In  some  States,  says  he,  a  quantum  of  pro- 
perty is  necessary  to  tne  enjoyment  of  the  elective 
franchise,  and  that  the  white  man  who  has  it  not 
is  as  much  disfranchised  as  the  idave  of  the  South. 
How  strange  an  assertion!  Is  the  white  man 
under  the  control  of  a  master  whom  he  has  not 
chosen^  liable  to  punishment  at  his  will,  bound  to 
labor  for  his  exclusive  benefit,  and  to  receive  his 
pittance  of  food  and  raiment  from  the  hand  and 
at  the  discretion  of  him  who  holds  him  in  bond- 
age? To  hear  observations  so  vague  and  unrea- 
sonable may  be  matter  of  surprise,  but  hardly  fit 
subject  for  rejJy.  The  government  of  slaves,  we 
are  told,  b  a  patriarchal  one,  and  that,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  the  slaves  which  may  be  taken  to 
Missouri  will  go  with  their  masters.  At  least, 
then,  in  one  case  out  of  ten,  they  will  be  taken 
there  manacled  under  the  lash  of  the  driver,  who 
holds  them  in  no  other  estimation  than  as  pro- 
party— the  creature  of  municipal  law.  I  have 
witnessed  such  exhibitions  from  the  windows  of 
this  GapitoL  But  more.  Though  in  persons  so 
denaded  the  severance  of  the  ties  of  husband  and 
wue  may  be  less  painAil  to  the  sufferers  than  if 
the  parties  were  of^free  condition,  ^t  ties  of  ma- 
ternal fondness  are  governed  by  other  lavrs.  Nor 
can  it  be  necessary  to  paint  to  your  imagination 
the  distress  that  a  severance  of  these  ties  by  vio- 
lence must  awaken. 

Slaves,  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Garo- 
lina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  are  the  happiest  poor  people  in 
the  world,  and  the  gentlonan  from  Viiginia  (Mr. 
Barbour)  tells  us  the  parting  of  a  slave  from  his 
master  is  not  like  parting  the  hired  man  from  his 
employer.  I  have  had  occasions  to  listen  before 
now  to  comparisons  drawn  by  Southern  gentle- 
men between  the  laborer  of  the  North  and  the 
Southern  slave.    In  ordinary  eases  sueh  a  paral- 


lel could  hardly  justify  a  reply.  The  white  la- 
borer is  always  a  free  man,  generally  an  honest 
man ;  often  an  intelligent  and  informed  man.  He 
knows  his  rights,  and  understands  his  duties. 
Free  laborers,  who  are  housekeepers,  are  seldom 
without  their  newspapers  ^nd  means  of  informa- 
tion. These  channels  of  intelligence  are  every- 
where established  with  us.  It  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness to  the  publishers  almost  always.  Gan  there 
be  a  stronger  evidence  of  a  reading  people  ?  The 
relation  between  labors  and  employer,  where  the 
latter  is  a  freeman,  is  that  of  equals.  Bach  looks 
to  the  other  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  be- 
tween them.  They  often  stand  in  the  relation  of 
friends.  Their  intercourse  is  almost  always  re- 
spectful and  courteous.  I  have  been  forcibly 
struck  with  how  equal  a  share  of  happiness,  to  say 
the  least,  was  enjoyed  by  the  man  of  opulence  and 
the  cottager  in  the  Northern  States.  The  latter, 
being  of  good  conduct,  always  has  the  boon  of 
substantial  freedom,  and  can  liardly  want  the  com- 
forts of  life,  while  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  the 
former  seem  proportioned  to  his  desire  of  increas- 
ing his  wealth.  Under  any  aspect,  however,  there 
can  be  no  just  resemblance^  nor  any  comparison 
of  advantages,  common  to  the  freeman  and  slave. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
South  Garolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  wtofi  he  says  that 
the  Golonization  Society  was  formed  to  rid  the 
non-alaveholding  States  of  their  free  people  of 
color.  The  associated  firiends  of  African  emanci- 
tion  in  those  States  have  explicitly  pablished  to 
the  world,  they  consider  the  project  as  having  ori- 
ginated in  the  South ;  that  its  object  is  the  per- 
petuation of  slavery ;  and  that  they  can  neither 
participate  in  it,  nor  countenance  it. 

When  'gentlemen  claim  for  Missouri  this  booa 
of  slavery,  as  it  has  been  called,  and  paint  its  ad- 
vantages, and  plead  for  its  legality,  let  them  look 
at  its  origin.  Whence  have  they  derived  their 
claims  as  owners  and  masters  ?  From  the  vio- 
lence of  saYage  warfare;  from  the  frauds  and 
crimes  of  the  man-stealer.  Here  is  the  foondatioD 
of  their  pretensions.  What  was  originally  mong 
can  never  become  right,  while  there  is  a  hving 
subject  to  suffer*  While  i  most  readily  admit,  a 
sudden  and  general  emancipation  in  a  large  por- 
tion of  this  Union  would  be  the  frenzy  of  mad- 
ness, I  hold  it  the  incumbent  duty  of  aU  to  believe 
it  desirable,  and  to  look  and  hope  for  its  consum- 
mation in  the  fulness  of  God's  providence. 

Having  briefly  reviewed  the  argument  of  gen- 
tlemen, so  far  as  I  have  noted  it,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed  studiously  or  unnecessarily  to  multiply  words. 
•They  cannd^  doobt  but  that  I  believe  mucn  of  the 
further  ground  they  have  taken,  capable  oi  suc- 
cessful reply.  There  are  but  two  grounds  upon 
which  this  proposition  seems  susceptible  of  legiti- 
mate opposition.  First,  its  preclusion  by  i^evious 
engagement;  and,  secondly,  strong  expediency. 
The  first,  I  hold  entirdiy  inoperative;  ana  the  see- 
ondj  if  it  applies  at  all,  cannot  apply  to  the  whok 
territory.  It  is  in  af^cation  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory that  I  view  the  arguments  of  eentlemen  as 
most  objectionable,  both  as  they  appiV  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  slavery  and  the  admission  ot  new  States. 
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An  inciease  of  States  west  of  the  Miceissippi, 
holding  slaTes,  must,  let  me  repeat  it  again,  radi- 
cally change  the  relation  in  which  these  States 
stood  towuds  each  other  at  the  foimation  of  the 
Federal  CkmstitiUton.  Gentlemen,  to  sustain  their 
opposition  to  the  amendment  before  you,  have 
been  led  to  deny  or  explain  away  the  kadittff 
truths  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
call  the  ordinance  of  1787  an  usurpation ;  the  prin- 
ciples adojpted  for  the  admission  of  seven  new 
States  useless,  or  bordering  on  the  ridiculous;  and 
that  all  the  supervising  care  exercised  by  the  Con- 
gress, is  a  nullity,  havmg  neither  moral  nor  legal 
obligation.  I  have  felt  equal  astohishment  and 
regret  on  hearing  such  doctrines.  Here  I  must 
enter  my  solemn  nrotest  againt  them,  and  trust 
that  more  sober  reflection  may  chasten  the  feelings 
that  have  carried  gentlemen  to  such  lengths.  I 
must  still  hope  that  some  mode  may  be  devised  to 
stop  the  nrogtess  of  this,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
coarse  ot  most  unfortunate  error. 

Mr.  JoHXsoN,  of  Kentucky,  then  addi:gssed  the 
President  as  follows: 

It  requires  great  exertion  of  resolution  to  speak 
on  this  occasion,  because  the  patience  of  the  sen- 
ate is  already  exhausted,  I  never  could  sustain 
myself,  even  m  the  most  fortunate  moment,  with- 
out an  audience;  and  at  this  time,  I  fear  1  shall 
not  be  able  to  command  attention  either  by  my 
manner  or  matter.  The  subject,  however,  is  c» 
such  transcendent  magnitude  that  I  cannot  recon- 
cile it  to  a  sense  of  the  duty  that  I  pwe  to  the  State 
in  which  I  reside  to  give  a  silent  vote.  At  some 
future  day,  I  might  view  the  consequences,  resulting 
from  our  delibentions,  and  ccpidemn  my  silence. 

The  commencement  of  thb  debate .  has  been 
represented,  by^  the  military  figure,  as  a  skirmish- 
ing ;  a  war  of  sharpshooters ;  and  in  the  progress 
of  the  conflict,  we  have  been  saluted  with'  the 
thunders  of  the  artillery.  It  is  now  time  to  change 
the  metaphor  to.  one  of  rural  character,  a  harvest 
which  is  over ;  and,  I  feel  myself  literally  but  a 
mere  gleaner. 

It  ai^iears  to  me,  sir,  that  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  we  have  unhappily  misunderstood  each 
other.  fiUpiessions  have  been  used,  on  both  sides, 
conveying  different  sentiments  (tcm  what  were 
intended.  Those  who  have  advocated  the  measure 
of  restxiction,  have  used  language  which  would 
indicate  a  disposition  to  proceed  to  universal  eman- 
cipation, alike  regardless  of  the  means  by  which 
thev  wcmld  acoom|»lish  i^  and  of  the  sovereignty 
of  tne  States  in  which  it  is  toleraited ;  at  the  same 
time  charging  upon  the  present  proprietors  of  this 
species  of  prepay  all  tke  odium  of  «chat  perfidy 
and  cruelty  by  which  slavery  was  first  introduced 
into  the  country.  Those,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
hare  contended  for  the  sovereignt]^  of  the  States, 
and  opposed  the  meaauie  of  restriction  as  an  as- 
sumption of  power  unknown  in  the  Constitution, 
have  given  a  latitude  to  their  expressions  which 
has  been  construed  into  a  justification  of  the  ab- 
stract principle  of  slavery.  Misconceptions,  and 
misconstructions  of  language,  producing  crimina- 
tion and  recrimination,  should  ever  be  avoided  in 
body,  eqiecially  upon  this  delicate  subject. 


On  reviewing  the  scope  of  argument,  on  both 
sides,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  one  cannot  be  justly 
chatged  with  advocating  the  sentiments  whicn 
their  language  would  seem  to  indicate;  nor  the 
other,  with  an  attempt  lo  justify  the.  abstract  prin- 
ciple of  slavery,  as  either  religiously,  mondly,  or 
politically,  correct  None  will  furetend,  that  Gon- 
ffress  can  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
tne  several  States ;  and  no  member  of  the  Senate 
could  advocate  the  slave  trade  without  exciting 
^e  indignation  of  the  whole  nation.  The  tree  ts 
known  by  its  fruit.  And  let  me  entreat  you,  sir, 
to  recollect  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  tne  Rep- 
resentatives of  States,  where  this  property  is  recog- 
nised, from  the  commencement  of  1808,  the  moment 
in  which  the  General  Government  was  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  to  put  an  end  to  tlus  merciless 
trafi&c.  Not  a  solitary  voice  has  been  raised  in 
favor  of  the  African  slave  trade.  A  universal  dis- 
position has  ever  been  evinced  to  annihilate  for- 
ever this  cruel  branch  of  commerce,  which  swells 
every  bosom  with  sorrow ;  which  fills  every  heart 
with  indication.  If  all  the  Slates,  in  which 
slavery  exists,  can  furnish  one  exception — if  the 
slave  trade  has  ever  had  one  advocate  within  these 
walls,  let  it  be  proclaimed  to  the  world !  No  such 
exception  does  exist — ^no  such  advocate  can  be 
found.  .  For  my  own  part,  in  verity  I  protest,  that 
no  person  in  existence  more  detests  this  abomina- 
ble trafi^  in  human  beings  than  mysdf ;  and  I  am 
confident  that  every  man  whom  I  represent  has 
the  same  abhorrent  feelings  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject. But,  sir,  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere 
m  property  of  this,  and  other  description,  is  quite 
a  difierent  Question.  It  was  ori^ally  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  policy  of  Great  Britain ;  but  now 
we  have  acquired  in  it  a  legitimate  propriety ;  we 
have  paid  for  it  our  money ;  we  hold  it  unoer  the 
sanction  of  law,  and  have  the  right  to  dispose  of 
it  as  we  please. .  The  General  Gtovemment,  if  not 
pled^  to  guaranty  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
certunly  have  no  right,  Constitutional  or  moral,  to 
wrest  it  from  us.  We  hold  not  ourselves  account- 
able to  the  nation  for  the  treatment  we  shall 
observe,  or  the  disposition  we  shall  make  of  this. 
more  than  any  other  ^pecies  of  property,  nor  will 
any  be  permitted  to  dictate  our  conduct  therein. 
NotwitMtanding  these  sentiments,  no  person  can 
more  sincerely,  lament^  than  I  do,  the  existence  oi 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  United  States;  and 
none  would  make  greater  personal  sacrifices,  could 
I  discover  a  way,  in  the  providence  of  God,  to 
bring  it  to  an  end. 

We  are  not  the  only  people  who  have  had 
slaves;  yes, and  idaves^  of  their  own  complexion. 
I  speak  not  this  to  justify  the  principle,  but  to  re- 
mind you  of  the  fact,  that  slavery  has  existed  from 
the  earliest  ages  of  antiquity  to  the  pres«it  day. 
Nor  ^btas  its.  existence  been  confined  to  heathen 
nations;  both  Jews  and  Christians,  believers  as 
well  as  unbdievers,  in  divine  revelation,  from  the 
patriarchs  of  God's  ancient  people  to  the  present 
time,  have  been  the  proprietors  of  slaves,  without  one 
admonition  from  ileaven  in  the  whole  book  of  in- 
spiration against  it  The  law  of  Moses,  delivered 
by  the  Almighty  himself  for  the  government  of  hi* 
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own  c]u>6ea  raee,  recogBised  a  coin]Aete  property 
in  slaves.  "Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faitbfol," 
*^the  friend  of  Qod,"  had  upwards  of  two  hundred 
bom  in  his  own  house,  whom  he  trained  to  war« 
Isaae,  the  child  of  promise,  inherited  this  propertf ; 
and  Jacob,  the  progenit(Mr  of  the  twelve  trioes  <:X 
Ismel,  had  bond-men  and  bond-maids  of  his  own. 
We  even  find  the  same  <^]8tom  to  have  prevailed 
with  them,  which  continues*  to  the  present  dav; 
that  when  a  dauriiter  was  given  in  marriage,  sne 
received,  as  a  gin  from  her  father,  a  maid  servant^ 
and  a  man  servant  was  eiven  with  a  son^  Under 
the  benign  influence  of  the  gospel  dispensation,  no 
change  in  thds  respect  is  found.  The  Apostfe 
PiRil,  in  his  ietten  to  the  churches  of  Bpbesus  and 
Colony  and  in  hb  instrtoetion  to  Tn&olhf,  de- 
signed tor  all  christians,  and  in  all  a^^ies,  speaking 
otthe  relative  and  reciprocal  duties  of  parents  «ad 
cMldreny  of  husbands  and  wives,  never  fails  to 
exhort  servants  or  slaves  to  be  cwedient  to  their 
masnns^  and  masters  to  ded  gently  with  their 
starves.  Fidelity,  on  the  part  of  the  slave,  and 
kfaidness,  on  the  part  of  the  master,  afe  thus  mwle 
ehiisUan  duties;  but  emancipation  is  not  even 
hinled  at^  as  the  nj|[ht  of  the  one|^  or  the  oMigation 
of  the  otner.  Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  to  the  stoiy 
of  Onesimus;  he  was  the  slave  of  Philemon,  adk- 
tinguiriied  christian  minister.  Onesimus  fled  ffom 
his  master  and  went  to  Rome,  where,  by  the  in- 
struction of  Paul,- he  was  converted  to  tne  chris- 
tain  faith.  Paul  found  him  usoful  in  the  cause^ 
and  desired  to  retain  him  in  Romej  but  recognis- 
ing the  property  of  Philemon  in  him,  he  had  no 
hwitation  to  remand  Onesimus  to  his  master ;  and 
not  even  to  employ  him  in  the  cause  of  Grod,  with- 
out flriBt  obtaining  his  master's  consent.  Now,  sir, 
as  it  is  enrtdent,  that,  under  every  dispensation  or 
H^ven,  slaveiy  has  existed,  ukcl  that  neidier  pa^ 
triaorch^  prof^ets,  nor  apostles,  to  whom  the  word 
of  inspiration  was  committed,  ever  made  the  sub* 
ject  a  test  of  inet^,  or  matter  of  animadversion, 
I  knew  of  no  principle,  either  human  or  divine, 
by  which  ^veholders  in  America  can  be  justly 
remoba^ed  as  the  most  odious  of  mankind. 

i>o  I  attempt  to  justify  the  princifrfe  of  slav«y 
by  thus  adverting  to  saered  histery  to  prove  its 
eiriftcnee  among  good  men?  No.  But  the  allu- 
sion is  made  to  prove  this  faot :  that  there  may  be 
a^stnte  of  things  in  which  slavury  becosses  a  no* 
oesMcry  evil,  and  in  which  its  ezistence  is  not  in- 
compatible  with  true  religion.  Such  a  state  of 
things,  the  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  sid^  must 
admowledfle-to  have  existed  among  themselves; 
for  in'  the  abolition  of  riavery  in  those  Stales  where 
it  isaboliihed,  though  the numlier  was  small,  yetj 
the  wisdom  of  their  legislatures,  in  almost  every 
in^tanne,  prevented  the  evils  which  they  expected 
t&  result  from  a  sudden  change,  by  providing  for 
its  gredual  abolition.  Tee,  sir,  those  who  are  now 
most  censorious  in  their  declamations  against  slave*- 
ry,  have,  by  their  own  acts,  in  their  own  States, 
sanctioned  every  principle  which  the  slaveholder 
in  other  States,  either  sanctions  or  avows ;  because, 
in  the  gradual  instead  of  sudden  abolition,  they 
hiave  acknowledged  the  existoioe  of  that  state  of 


things  amon^  themselves,  which' justified  the  faoVd- 
ing  of  some  m  a  state  of  involuntary  servitude  for 
lite,  and  of  others  for  a  term  of  years.  If  such 
has  been  the  policy  of  States,  where  the  number 
of  slaves,  owms  originally  to  the  coldness  of  their 
climate  rather  ^n  to  any  moral  cause,  bore  but 
a  Very  small  proportion  to  their  whole  nopulation, 
it  is  but  reasonable  to  conclude  that  tney  would 
have  justified  the  same  policy  which  has  governed 
their  sister  States,  had  it  been  their  lot  to  have 
embosomed  as  gmt  a  proportion  of  slaves* 

But  hmuuMf  is  the  plea.  And  can  gentlemen 
sincerely  believe  tiurtthe  caass  of  hmnanky  will 
be  promoted  by  still  confining  this  population  withf 
in  such  limits,  as  that  their  reiattve  nmnbers  will 
oppose  everlasting  obstacles  to  their  etnaaeipationf 
Upon  the  most  eirtennv«  principle  of  pliilaathn;^, 
I  say,  let  them  spread  forth  with  the  gfowing  ex- 
tent of  our  nation.  I  am  sure  I  plead  the  caase<rf' 
humanity.  I  advocate  Ae  best  interests  of  the  sons 
of  bondage,  when  I  entreat  yon  to  give  diem  room 
to  be  happy;  and  so  disperse  them  as  that,  under 
the  auspices  of  Providence,  they  may  one  day  en- 
joy the  rights  of  man,  without  convulsiBg  the  em- 
pire 6T  endangering  society*  We  must  now  take 
the  world  as  we  fiiKl  it — not  as  we  would  have  %ti 
and  adapt  our  measures  to  theactoal  stale  of  thdags. 
The  cruelties  which  are  passed  cannot  be  rettact- 
ed ;'  and  upon  the  slave  trade  we  can  now  only  look 
back  with  emotions  of  re^et,  wiiioh  have  but  one 
balm  of  consolation  to  mitigate  our  sofrovrs.  It  is 
this:  that  outrages  upon  humanity  mav  be  tole- 
rated in  civilized  society,  whiehareoveiniled  by  Di- 
vine Providence,  for  the  ultimate  good  of  those  who 
were  the  victims  of  cmeky.  Steh  has  been  the 
consequence  of  the  slave  trade;  and  let  it  now  be 
our  object  to  make  them  feel  the  benefit,  since  th^ 
have  not  been  exempted  from  the  misery. 

There  is  no  just  cause  for  irritation  on  this  sub- 
ject. We  should  suppress  our  leelingSj  wkm  they 
threaien  to  transport  us  beyond  the  bovndsof  rea- 
son. Barly  habits  beget  strong  jnejudioes,  and 
under  a  heavy  burden  of  them  we  all  labor.  But 
it  becomes  us  to  bring  them  to  one  common  altar, 
and  consume  them  together.  BeltMe  we  compel 
our  brother  to  pluck  the  mote  from  his  eye,  it  will 
be  Wise  to  take  the  beam  from  ow^  own.  On  this 
occasion  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  nsy  own  feel- 
ings on  a  former  occurrence.  When  I  first  came 
to  Congres8,'it  was  with  mingled  easotioas  of  hoi^ 
ror  and  surprise  that  I  saw  citiiens  from  the  noo- 
slavaholdii^^  States^  as  they  are  called— -yes,  and 
both  branches  of  our  National  LegidbtaRu—ndrng 
in  a  coach  and  fouir,  with  a  white- servant  seated 
beforcj  managing'  the  reins,  another  staikKn^  be- 
hind the  coach,  and  both  of  these  white  servants 
in  livery.  Is  this,  said  I  to  myself,  the  dcgmded 
condition  of  the  citizen,  on  whose  voice  the  liber- 
ties of  a  nation  may  depend?  I  could  not  recon- 
cile it  with  myideasof  fraedom;  because,  in  the 
State  where  I  received  my  first  impressions,  slaves 
alone  were  servile. '  All  white  men  there  are  on 
an  equality,  aiid  every  citizen  feels  his  indepcnd- 
^ce.  We  have  no  dasses — no  patrician  or  ple- 
beian rank.  Honesty  and  honor  form  all  the  dis- 
tinetiens  that  are  ftH  cv  known.    Whatever  oiay 
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be  the  coticlition  of  a  cidzeii  with  us,  yon  nuMt 
treat  him  as  an  equal*    Thb  I  find  is  not  aa  in 
every  part  of  the  non-fllavehoidi&g  Stales,  eaD»- 
ciaiJy  la  your  popvloas  eittes^  -whme  ranks  and  ai»- 
tinctioas,  the  pgrecuisors  or  atistoeracy,  akeady 
begin  to  eiiat    They^  whose  hnsiness  it  i«  to  pct^ 
form  menial  offices  in  other  States,  are  as  serrile 
as  our  slares  in  the  West.    Where  is  the  great 
difference  beCwixt  the  eondilion  of  hhn  who  Eeens 
your  stabloy  who  blaeks  your  boots,,  who  holds 
yonr  stirmpsL  off  monnts  behind  your  eeach  when 
you  ride,  aad  the  slave  who  obeys  the  camnmnd  of 
his  master?    Thereinay  be  a  neoiinaldifoence; 
but  it  would  be  difficult  to  dsseiibeits  veaHty.   In 
the  one  case  it  is.  called  vetonlar^f  beeanse  it  is 
imnlsed  by  its  own  neeessitar^  and  in  the  othct  is- 
Tolaaiary,  because  imposed  oy  the  will  of  aaother. 
Whatevev  difiertttce  there  may  be  in  the  pmoi*- 
pie,  the  eifeets  upon  society  are  the  save.    The 
condition,  in  seme  Rspects,  isili  fairor  of  the  slave. 
He  is  sullied  wtth  food  and  clothing ;  and  in  the: 
hour  of  siekaees  he  finds  relief*  No  aaociens  cans, 
in  relation  U>  age  and  infirmity,  invade  his  fareaot. 
He  feais  na  dunst  oatckaeof  the  presdaw.  of  Che 
times,  he  dreads  not  the  coercion  of  payment,  nor 
feels  the  cruelty  of  that  oode  which  confines  the 
wkite  servant  in  prison^  beoanse  the  iron  handof 
poverty  has  wrested  from  him  themeansof  snppon 
for  his  fiunily.    Though  slavery  still  mu$t  be  ceor 
fessed  a  bitter  draught,  yet  wherer  the  stamp  of  na^ 
ture  marks  the  di^netion,  and  wiim  the  mind, 
from,  early  habit,  is  moulded  to  the  condition^  the 
slave  oAai  finds  less  bitterness  in  the  aap  or  life- 
than  most  white  servants.    What  is  the  conditioB 
of  many,  who  are  coatinuaily  saluting  our  ears 
with  cries  of  want,  even  in-  tus  city  9    Men,  wo^ 
men,  boys^  girls,  from  infenev  to  old  age,  (graving 
relief  from  ev»y  passenger*  Are  they  Javea?  No. 
Ajnong  thedaves  are  no  beggMs;  no  vagmntsf 
none  idle  for  Want  of  eni)^oy,  or  crying  for  watit 
of  bread.    Every  conditioa  of  life  has  its  evib; 
and  most  evils  Ittve  some  paUiatiTe ;  thbn^  po^ 
haps  noneiess  than  those  of  whitemenials.  Yet^sir, 
noncaxe  moneiaviali  of  their  ccnswesaigainfllelave* 
holders  than  those  lordlings  wilb  livery  serfants 
of  tlieir  own  compleziott*    For  my  own  part,  I 
have  bithifto  been,  fortunate  in  my  pubbe  courae^ 
in  having  retained  the  confidence  of  my  Mlow 
cidzena.    I  hare  not  only  triumphed  ow  the  most 
troubled  dements^I  have  even  bmved  the  s^m 
produeed  by  the  lamoos  eompensaliim  law^  bait- 1 
never  could  stand  having  white  servttnta  dressed 
in  livery.    No,  jsir,  when  the  honest  laborer,  the 
mechanic  ho wev^  pocir,  or  whatever  his  emfdoy-' 
ment,  visits  my  house,  it  matters  not  what  eompn^ 
ny  is  there,  he  most  sit  wilh  me  atmy  board,  and 
receive  the  same  treatmi^tasthe  most  disttnguiah** 
ed  guest;  because  in  him- 1  recogaise  a  fettow 
citizen  and  an  cM|Mal» 

The  condition  of  the  slave  is^  but  little  imder* 
stood  by  those  who  are  not  the  eye-witnesses  of 
his  treatment-.  His  sulEerings  are  greatly  agna- 
rated  in  their  apprehen^on.  The  general  char- 
acter of  the  slavenolding  community  can  no  mom 
be  deternuned,  nor  should  th^ybeaay  more  stigo 
matEEed,  by  a  particular  instance  of  .  cruelty  to  a 


slave,  than  the  character  of  the  non-slaveholding 
community  by  a  particular  instance  of  cruelty  in 
a  parent  towards  nis  child}  a  guardian  to  his  twd,. 
or  a  master  to  his  apprentice.  No  man  among  na 
can  be  cruel  to  his  slave  without  incurring  the 
execration  of  the  whole  community.  The  shrve 
is  trained  to  industry;  and  he  is  recompensed  by 
kindnosaaiud  humanity,  which  lighted  his  burden. 
His  master  is  his  -  guardian.  He  enjoys  the  rtgfalB 
of  conscience,  and  worships  Qod  as  he  chooses; 
The  Qospd  sheds  as  bright  a  lustre  on  his  path  m^ 
on  that  of  the  white  man  ^  and  quite  as  great  a 
proportion  of  them  become  briievenin  the  Sa- 
vksiar.  and  are  adnnCted  into  the  communion  of 
the  C/hristian  churck 

Except  on  the  sugar,  the  hce,  and  the  cotton 
plantations,  at  the  l^uth,  the  slave  is  not  a  profit 
to  bis  master.  Upon  a  fair  calculation  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  the  majority  of  them  would  fall  in 
debt ;  and  the  holding  of  thent  is  more  a  matter  of 
convenience  than  prdlt. 

A  solemn  appeal  ha9  been  made  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Indepouience,  as  if  that  instrument  had  a 
bearing  upon  this  question ;  though,  at  that  day. 
and  long  since,  slavery  existed  in  every  State  ia 
the  tJnion.  That  sentiment  has  been  quoted,  that 
all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed 
by  their  Creator  with  certain  equal,  inalienable 
rights ;  among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur^ 
smt  of  happiness.  This  sacred  truth  should  be 
engraven  upon  every  heart,  for  it  is  the  foundation 
of  all  civil  rights^  and  the  palladium  of  our  liber* 
ties.  The  meaning  of  this  sentence  is  d^ned  in 
its  application ;  that  all  comnumities  stand  upon, 
an  equality  ;  that  Americans  are  equal  with  iSagr 
lishmen,  and  have  the  right  to  organize  such  |eov- 
emment  for  themselves  as  they  shall  choose,  when-* 
ever  it  is  their  pleasure  to  dissolve  the  bonds  which 
unite  them  to  another  ^ple.  The  same  pnnci* 
pie  aiqplied  to  Missouri  will  defeat  the  object  of 
gentlemen  who  advocate  this  restriction. 

Gould  thia  pnncaple'  be  redttoed  to  practice  in 
niatien  to  evory  human  being,  it  would  be  happy; 
but  such  is  the  character,  and  such  the  ooadition 
of  man.  that  it  is  perpetually  wolated  by  every  .in- 
dividual, and  by  eirery  body  pditie;  often  was* 
UniWi  sometimes  through  necessity.  Every  Stale 
in  this  Confederaey^  not  even  exeoting  the  great 
and  unamhitioua  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  vidateB 
this  principle^  if  it  be  «Biderstood  according  to  the 
apphcation  given  it  by  gentlemen^  in  the  most  im* 
ponant  poiitioal  right»--the  eiedive  franchise  and 
the  qnahfieation  for  office;  The  <ffganinalion  of 
every  denartment,  both*  of  the.  General  Govern** 
ment  mk  the  Stale  governments,  infringes  upen 
this  pnnoijile.  DiflSerent  qnatificatlons  are  re- 
quirea  in  different  States;  in  some,  a  freehold  in* 
hetitanee;  4ind  the  least,  in  the  most  demoemtic 
Steles,  are  age  and. residence.  And  shall  we  re- 
ject a  State  for  this  violation  of  principle  ?  How* 
ever  unfortunate  it  may  be,  this  great  principle  of 
equality,  so  ddightfol  in  theory,  is  but  very  par* 
tiaUy  regarded  m  practice;  and  I  will  not  deny 
^  allegation,  when  it  is  asserted  that  necessity 
oileQ  justifies  the  ineasure.    Then,  sir,  let  laapeti* 
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oas  necessity,  in  this  case,  also,  prefer  its  claim  to 
consideration. 

Bat  I  am  at  some  loss  to  conceire  why  gentle- 
men should  arouse  all  their  sympathies  upon  this 
ooeasion,  when  they  permit  them  to  lie  dormant 
imoa  the  same  subject  in  reLation  to  other  seetions 
01  country,  in  wmch  their  power  would  not  be 
quesUonea.  Congress  has  the  expfcss  power,  stip- 
ulaled  by  the  Constitution,  to  exercise  exciosiTe 
legislation  over  this  district  of  ten  miles  square. 
Here  slavery  is  still  sanctioned  by  law ;  and,  thoueh 
we  have  ocular  demonstration  of  it  continually, 
the  slave  in  this  place  finds  no  advocate.  Is  it  be- 
cause they  fear  no  political  rivalry  from  this  quar- 
ter? To  interfere  with  State  sovereignty  upon 
this  subject,  is,  in  mv  humble  opinion,  downti^t 
usurpation ;  but,  in  tne  District  of  Columbia,  con- 
taining a  population  of  30,000  souls,  and  probably 
as  many  slaves  as  the  whole  territory  of  Missouri, 
with  tmee  cities  increasing  rapidly  in  population, 
the  power  of  providing  for  their  emancipation  rests 
with  Congress  alone.  Why,  then,  Mr.  President, 
let  me  ask,  why  all  this  sensibility,  this  commiser- 
ation^ this  heart-rend inff  sympathy^  for  the  slaves 
of  Missouri,  and  this  cold  insensibdity,  this  eternal 
apathy  towards  the  slaves  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia '?  There  is  a  mystery  in  this  anxiety,  this  ex- 
citement of  popular  commotion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  this  utter  indifference  on  the  other,  which  it 
requires  a  casuist  to  divine.  Is  your  object  the 
emancipation  of  slaves  1  No  one  pretendr  that 
this  measure  will  diminish  the  number  of  slaves, 
unless^  by  this  very  singular  kind  of  humanity, 
you  diminish  their  comfort  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
prevent  the  increase  of  that  species  of  population. 
Nor  is  it  pretended  that  the  failure  of  this  favorite 
motion  for  restriction  will  enslave  a  solitary  indi- 
vidual of  the  human  race ;  though  we  have  wit- 
nessed that  strange  kind  of  sympathy  for  their  suf- 
fering which  would  so  connrm  their  misery  as  to 
deprive  them  of  a  posterity.  For  my  own  part, 
Mr.  President,  I  do  not  well  comprehend  this  hu- 
manity. I  would  prefer  a  different  exercise  of  this 
noble  principle.  Miserable  aa  the  condition  of  the 
slave  may  be,  his  condition  is  yet  preferred  to  that 
of  annihilation.  He  finds  in  life  sufficient  charms 
to  induce  him  stiH  to  cleave  to  ic ;  ^t^d  in  ^^^  rising 
progeny  he  has  the  same  kind  of  satirfaction  that 
the  free  man  feeb.  He  will  never  court  your 
sympathies,  if  they  are  to  be  elicited  in  adding  con- 
finement to  servitude,  and  to  ultimate  in  annihila- 
tion. Humanity  has  a  head  as  well  as  heart; 
and  as  the  citizens  of  Missouri  have  the  same  right 
in  nature  to  govern  themsdves  that  any  others 
enjoy,  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  principle  will 
be,  to  leave  them  to  the  enjo3rment  of  that  riffht, 
and  they  will  decide  for  themselves  the  mosthu- 
mane  policy  to  be  pursued. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  a  question  of  slavery.  The 
simple  question  involved  is  this ;  whether  I  shall 
have  an  equal  right  with  my  worthy  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  to  remove  with  my 
property  (slaves  and  all)  to  Missouri— ^  common 
property,  purchased  by  the  common  treasure  of 
the  whole  Union ;  and  whether  my  constituents, 
the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  shall  enjoy  the  same 


right  with  the  citizens  of  Maine  to  inherit  this 
common  property,  with  aU>  their  eflects.    I  am 
aware,  sir,  that,  by  some  means,  this  question  has 
been  made  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  questifm 
for  fi!eedom  on  the  one  hand  and  slavery  on  the 
other.    From  the  popular  excitement  which  has 
manifested  itself  m  many  communities  at  the 
North,  I  am  vrarranted  in  this  conclusion.     The 
mass  of  society  in  every  section  of  our  country  is 
righteoos;  and  I  am  certain  the  expression  of 
their  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  by  su^  worthy 
and  honorable  citizens,  in  so  many  popular  meet- 
ings, has  been  upon  this  mistaken  view.    It  has 
not  been  the  clamor  of  intriguing  politicians, 
striving  for  an  ascendency  of  power,  provoking 
local  animosities  for  ambitious  purposes,  but  from 
a  misappfdiension  of  the  main  qnestiMi  for  that  of 
slavery,    i  am  ready  to  acknowled^  that  they 
have  shown  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty  whicn 
does  honor  to  their  hearts.    I  wiM  mention  a  case 
in  point :  A  very  worthy  fri«id  of  mine,  who  was 
alvrays  an  enemy  to  slavery,  and  had  made  per- 
sonal sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  emaneipntion,  was 
of  the  o]^ouon  that  Congress  had  no  Oonstitutional 
right  to  impose  this  restriction.    He  received  a 
letter  from  an  intimate  friend  of  his  expressing 
much  surmise  on  learning  that  he  had  become  an 
advocate  for  slavery.    In  his  n^y,  he  dfaited  the 
charge  of  having  changed  his  sentiments;  but 
stated  his  reasons  for  the  opinion  which  he  held 
in  a  manner  which  would  have  done  honot-  both 
to  the  head  and  heart  of  a  legislator.     He  con- 
ceived the  Government  to  be  pledged,  by  the 
solemn  stipulation  qf  the  treaty  of  cession   by 
which  that  territory  was.  acquired,  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union }  which  pledge  could  not  be  hon- 
orably redeemed,  if  conditions  were  imposed  which 
did  not  exbt  in  relation  to  the  origmal  States. 
As  slavery  therem  had  been  sanctioned  by  law 
while  it  remained  a  territory ;  and  as  citizens  of 
the  States,  holding  slaves,  had  imrchased  lands 
from  the  Giovemmentj  in  tnat  territory,  under  the 
expectation  of  removing  to  it,  and  improving  it 
with  their  slaves,  ha  conceived  it  to  be  an  act  of 
injustice  in  that  Government  to  reqniiie  a  condi- 
tion which  would  deprive  them  of  these  benefits. 
The  power  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  into 
the  Union^  he  conceived  to  be  no  other  than  that 
of  the  principle  of  the  Constitution ;  wherdiy 
evory  State  so  admitted  must  retain  the  same  sov- 
ereignty as  that  retained  by  the  States  which 
formed  the  Federal  compact :  and  as  those  States 
had  reserved  to  themselves  tne  power  of  sanction- 
ing or  abolishing  davery,  so  Missouri,  on  becoming 
a  State,  could  not  be  constitutionally  deprived  of 
that  power.    This  reasoning,  sir,  appears  to  me 
conclusive.    The  stipulations  of  the  treaty;  the 
sanctions  under  which  the  lands  have  been  sold, 
and  the  nature  of  the  Constitution  itself,  in  regard 
to  Slate  sovereignties,  oppote  irresistiUe  obstacles 
to  the  restriction  proposed.    But  these  misundei^ 
standings  of  the  real  question  at  issue  are  unfortu- 
nate, as  they  produce  a  false  alarm  in  the  commu- 
nity.   Prejudices  thus  rivetted  upon  the  minds  of 
a  virtuous  people  are  calculated  to  array  one  part 
of  the  great  American  family  agjainst  the  other 
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without  the  hope  of  one  solitary  benefit  for  the  re- 
sult. Ambitious  men  may  gladly  seize  the  occa- 
sion to  court  poDularity  and  confidence;  but  rest 
assored  the  people  are  to  be  the  victims  of  their 
wiles. 

The  div^ision  which  this  subject  produces  is  the 
more  to  be  deprecated  as  it  is  marked  by  geograph- 
ical lines.  The  mischievous  consequences  of  thus 
provoking  jealousies  and  animosities  have  not  been 
sufficienuv  contemplated  by  the  patriot  and  states- 
man. Tne  inevitable  resuU  must  be  this:  you 
will  look  for  residence,  and  overlook  merit.  Puolic 
services  and  private  virtiies  will  be  forgotten.  .  A 
demon  or  a  saint  will  equally  suit  your  purpose, 
till  the  favorite  object  is  accomplished.  Prejudice 
will  blind  your  eyes  to  the  danger  of  bad  princi- 
ples; and  while  laboring  in  vain  to  break  the 
manacles  of  others,  who  do  not  thank  you  for  the 
effort,  you  are  forffing  chains  for  yourselves,  that 
will  one  da^  hold  you  in  bondage.  Heretofore 
we  have  divided  upon  the  principle  of  measures 
equally  affecting  evory  part  of  the  nation.  In  1798, 
when  measures  tending  to  consolidation,  threaten- 
ing the  hbeify  of  speech  and  the  press,  were  pur- 
sued, no  geosraphical  lines,  marking  the  division  be- 
tween slavdiofding  and  non-slaveholdins  States, 
produced  the  sentiment  of  either  party.  The  strife 
was  betwixt  honest  and  patriotic  members  of  every 
community  and  every  village.  The  consequences 
were  oAen  unhappy  for  a  moment,  but  not  dan- 
gerous to  the  whole  family.  The  enmities  which 
It  occasioned  were  temporary,  and  would  soon  die 
a  natural  death.  But,  when  local  residence  be- 
comes the  occasion  of  deep-rooted  animosities,  the 
consequences  are  always  dangerous,  and  often 
fatal.  Why,  then,  attempt  a  dangerous  course, 
when  necessity  does  not  demand  it?  There  is 
nothing  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  the  Greneral  Government,  touching  any  of  the 
objects  of  the  Confederacy,  which  requires  a  sin- 
gle allusion  to  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  States. 
Once  in  ten  years  it  may  possibly  have  its  influ- 
ence in  fixing  the  ratio  of  representation ;  and  I 
believe,  at  the  last  census,  the  slaveholding  States 
lost  several  Representatives,  by  the  superior  man- 
agement of  the  other  States,  in  leaving  the  sreat- 
est  fraction  upon  them.  But,  this  being  accidental 
and  temporary,  was  no  subject  of  contention. 

On  the  present  occasion,  sir,  you  attempt  impos- 
sibilities. You  niay  injure,  but  vou  tsannot  benefit, 
the  black  population.  If  ever  tney  enjoy  freedom, 
their  emancipation  must  be  gradual }  and  it  must 
be  preceded  by  a  progressive  amelioration  of  their 
condition,  to  prepare  them  for  liberty.  The  more 
you  suffer  them  to  disperse,  the  more  rapidly  you 
will  accelerate  this  desirable  state  of  things.  The 
energies  of  the  Christian  world  are  now  combined 
in  the  diffusion  of  evangelical  light,  and  the  prin- 
cif^es  which  it  inculcates  are  every  day  relaxing 
the  bonds  of  slavery^. 

Providence,  all  wise  and  inscrutable  in  its  ways, 
is  gradually  effecting  the  ultimate  object  of  our 
wishes,  which  your  ill-timed  interposition  is  cal- 
eijdated  only  to  retard.  Individual  exertion,  act- 
ing* in  concert,  can  alone  prepare  the  way.*  En- 
courage Sunday  schools ;  multiply  BiUe  societies  ^ 
Idth  Con.  1st  Sbsb.— 12 


increase  missionary  exertions ;  animate  to  deeds  of 
benevolence^  abolition  societies,  and  perfect  the  sys- 
tem of  colonization .  Then  trust  the  kind  providence 
of  God  for  the  result,  and  you  will  perform  the 
duties  of  Christians  and  patriot^  in  the  service  of 
God  and  his  creatures.  But,  till  you  can  change 
the  spots  of  the  leopard,  you  cannot  change  the 
condition  of  the  slaves,  by  the  illegitimate  mea- 
sures now  proposed.  You  may  violate  the  Con- 
stitution^—you  may  impair  the  social  compact  by 
encroaching  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
which  is  the  palladium  of  our  lib^ties — ^you  may 
touch  the  rignt  of  property  under  the  pretext  of 
letting  the  captive  go  free ;  you  may  essay  to  bind 
the  people  of  Missouri,  by .  prescribing  to  them 
conditions  of  legislation ;  but  your  effort  will  be 
fruitless.  You  risk  much  and  gain  nothing.  The 
people  of  Missouri  are  Americans.  They  have  the 
right  of  self-government,  and  they  will  govern 
themselves.  You  may  prepare  chains  for  them, 
but,  like  Sampson's  cords,  they  will  be  as  tow, 
and  fall  asunder  like  ropes  of  sand.  These  people 
are  descendants  of  freemen.  They  are  of  the  old 
stock,  who  achieved  your  indepenoence ;  and  they 
will  DC  free.  Do  vou  hope  to  abridfi^e  their  sover- 
eignty? Their  character  is  a  pledge  that  they 
wm  not  yield  their  rights. 

Whatever  may  be  our  anxiety  for  universal  free- 
dom, it  is.  very  certain  that  no  sudden  change  can 
be  effected.  To  attempt  impossibilities  will  only 
expose  our  folly.  Qod  himself  has  taught  us  to 
wait  patiently  the  operations  of  time,  by  his  own 
example,  in  six  days  employment  in  the  formation 
of  the  world;  and  while  we  find  sufl[icient  evil  to 
awaken  all  our  sensibilities,  we  should  remember 
that  man  cannot  renovate  the  world  in  one  day. 
In  the  moral  world,  we  see  vices  and  crimes ;  m 
the  religious  woiid,  persecutions  and  martyrdoms; 
in  the  {K)litical  world,  despotism  and  convulsions ; 
in  the  physical  world,  earthquakes  and  tornadoes. 
Who  can  renovate  the  heart  of  the  vicioiS,  and 
chasten  the.  thoughts  of  the  wicked?  Who  can 
sustain  the  martyr  upon  the  cross?  Who  can 
hush  the  tempest  in  the  political  world,  or  control 
the  destinies  of  nature  ?  He  only,  who  holds  the 
winds  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand.  I  char^  you« 
then,  to  let  patience  have  its  perfect  work;  ana 
do  not  rashly  disturb  the  balance  of  this  harmoni- 
ous political  system.  If  you  do,  the  blood  will  be 
upon  your  own  heads.  I  have  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  the  Providence  of  God,  that  he  wOl,  in 
his  goodness,  provide  the  ways  and  means  of  de- 
liverance from  this  great  evil,  and  that  he  will  do 
it  without  violence  or  compulsion.  But  we  are 
to  choose  the  time,  and  effect  in  a  day  what  can- 
not be  accomplished  in  years,  without  a  miracle ; 
and  this  is  to  be  done  without  respect  to  either  the 
sentiments  or  rights  of  our  neishoors.  Instead  of 
satisfying  ourselves  with  the  happy  condition  in 
which  a  Kind  Providence  has  placed  us,  we  are  to 
aspire,  like  our  first  parents  in  Eden,  to  become  as 
gods ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  giving  law  to  others, 
independent,  as  ourselves,  we  are  to  set  the  whole 
nation  in  a  state  of  commotion.  Beware,  lest,  like 
them,  you  should  experience  a  sad  reverse,  and  en- 
tail tne  curse  upon  posterity.    We  are  to  become 
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constitutionHiiakers,  and  five  both  the  text  and 
commentary.  I  was  taught  to  believe  in  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Revolutionary  patriots,  voxpopidi  vox 
Dsiy  but  now  the  maxin^  is  too  antiquated  to  be 
regarded.  I  have  been  a  disciple  of  the  old  school, 
which  taught  us  to  believe  that  all  power  belonged 
to  the  people;  and  have  ever  admired  the  beauti- 
ful fabric  of  this  Western  empire,  because  it  was 
calculated  to  secure  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
each  State,  while  it  delegated  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment a  sufficient  portion,  tp  provide  for  the 
common  safety,  and  secure  the  narmony  of  its 
several  parts ;  out  this  harmony  is  now  to  be  dis- 
turbed ;  this  ma^na  charta  of  our  nghts  is  to  be 
broken ;  this  fair  fabric  is  to  be  shafen,  to  gratify 
the  lust  of  power ;  and  Congress,  deriving  all  its 
authority  from  the  States,  is  to  prescribe  to  the 
States  the  limits  of  their  Constitutional  prero^- 
tive.  I  would  not  impeach  the  political  sagacity 
of  this  body ;  but  such  is  my  confidence  in  the  vir^ 
tue  and  talents  of  the  community,  that,  in  my 
opinion^  every  ten  miles  square  in  the  United 
States  IS  as  competent  as  the  whole  collected  wis- 
dom of  the  nation  to  frame  a  constitution.  Com- 
petent or  not,  the  people  of  Missouri  have  the 
right,  and  they  must  exercise  it  without  any  re- 
striction which  is  not  common  to  all  the  States. 
If  you  begin  to  prescribe  restrictions,  you  may  pur- 
sue the  course  without  limitation  or  control.  You 
may  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  electors  and 
candidates ;  the  powers  and  organization  of  every 
branch  of  their  government,  tul  self-government 
is  lost,  and  their  liberty  is  out  an  empty  name. 
The  doctrine,  sir,  is  alarming.  But  one  security 
from  its  baletul  influence  is  in  the  independence  of 
the  people.  They  will  not  submit,  it  is  not  the 
question  whether  the  thing  required  is  right  or 
wrong  in  itself,  but  whether  you  have  the  right  to 
in^pose  it.  The  principle  of  taxation,  or  the 
amount  levied,  had  no  innuence  in  bringing  on  the 
Am^ican  Revolution;  but  the  right  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  which  the  colonies  had  no  representation, 
to  impose  the  tax.  They  persisted,  and  a  bloody 
war  ensued ;  and  the  decision  was  in  favor  of  that 
side  where  justice  was.    , 

I  exhort  to  moderation  and  Justice.  Look  at 
the  starving  poor  in  England.  Hear  the  clanking 
chains  of  despotism  throughout  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Africa.  The  cries  of  oppression  are  heard  in 
every  region,  and  the  cause  of  injured  humanity 
rends  every  American  bosom.  But  will  our  com- 
miseration justify  our  interference  ?  Shall  we  be- 
come a  nation  of  knight-errants,  and  involve  the 
country  in  war  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
establish  free  government  in  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  ?  We  may  pity  other  nations,  but  we  have 
no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  policies;  and  to 
attempt  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  madness.  Still 
more  cautious  should  we  be  about  intermeddling 
with  the  right  of  property  and  self-government  in 
Missouri.  In  so  doing,  you  will  jeopardize  the 
harmony  of  the  Union,  which  may  possibly  ulti- 
mate in  a  civil  war.  Recollect,  Greece  was  de- 
stroyed by  division,  and  Rome  by  consolidation. 
Then  let  us  be  content  with  our  inheritance,  and 
profit  by  their  example;  lest,  in  our  zeal  to  per- 


form what  we  cannot  accomplish,  we  one  day  be- 
come what  Greece  and  Rome  now  are. 

I  will  readily  admit,  sir,  that  the  non-slavehold- 
in^  States  are  composed  of  brave  and  virtuoos 
citizens ;  but  merit  does  not  exclusively  attach  to 
them.    We  will  not  shrink  from  the  comparison, 
whether  we  look  at  periods  or  principles — ^the  Rev- 
olution, the  late  war ;  internal  policjr,  Republican 
principles,  moral  character,  or  religious  practice. 
The  authors  of  this  discussion  are  welcome  to  all 
the  advantages  they  can  derive  from  the  compar- 
ison.   There  is  no  essential  difference  of  character 
among  aU  the  different  sections  of  this  community. 
A  general  coincidence  of  sentiment  strengthens 
their  mutual  attachments,  which  I  trust  the  demon 
of  discord  will  never  be  able  to  di^lve.    Yes,  sir, 
the  Union  is  founded  in  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  endeared 
Dy  common  suffering,  and  secured  by  common 
interest.     Future  generations,  rememblering  that 
their  fathers  mingled  their  blood  in  one  common 
cause,  dnd  their  ashes  in  one  common  urn,  will 
still  feel  like  brothers,  when  ambition  shall  have 
wasted  its  efforts ;  ana  the  blessings  of  the  Confed- 
eracy shall  be  long  enjoyed,  after  oblivion  shall 
have  drawn  a  veil  over  the  disturbers  of  its  peace, 
The  history  of  other  nations  is  before  us,  and  they 
should  be  marked  as  beacons  of  warning.    Re- 
member the  unhappy  record  of  the  ten  tribes  of 
Israel,  and  the  miserable  consequences,  whenever 
you  contemplate  the  effects  oT  local  jealousies. 
Before  we  are  aware,  we  are  too  apt  to  excite  our 
own  passions  as  well' as  others,  and  rush  precipi- 
tately into  measures  which  will  leave  us  to  regret 
our  tolly  when  it  shall  be  too  late  to  retract. 

But  another  cause  of  complaint  is  recendy 
brought  to  light.  In  the  ratio  of  representation  ai^ 
direct  taxation,  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  are  enu- 
merated. The  Constitution  was  framed  by  patriots 
of  the  Revolution ;  and  the  principles  of  tnat  event 
were  too  deeply  engraven  upon  their  minds  to  suffer 
them  to  separate  the  ratio  of  representation  from 
that  of  taxation ;  and,  by  mutual  compromise,  the 
ratio  was  settled  by  idl  tne  States  as  we  now  have 
it.  But,  in  the  organization  of  this  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  there  is  a  total  departure  from  this 
rule.  Upon  what  principle  does  the  little  State  of 
Delaware  send  two  members  to  this  body,  and  the 
great  State  of  New  York  send  no  more  ?  This 
also  was  settled  upon  a  princii^e  of  compromise. 
It  is,  that  State  soverek^nties  toay  be  here  repre- 
sented, and,  in  the  Confederacy,  the  States  are  all 
equal.  The  Federal  character  is  here  preserved ; 
and,  in  the  other  Hoose,  the  Representative  char- 
acter. In  one  Houjse,  every  State  is  equ^  ;  in  the 
other,  every  individual ;  and  none  would  wish  it 
otherwise. 

In  what  way,  I  would  ask>  is  the  just  principle 
of  representation  violated,  by  takingthre^fths  of 
the  slaves  into  the  calculation  ?    The  answer  is 

fiven,  because  slaves  have  no  political  rights. 
Lnd  what  political  rights  have  the  female  and  the 
minor  ?  And  how  many  free  perbons  of  full  age 
are  excluded  from  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fian- 
chise  in  the  different  States?  Yet  all  are  taken 
into  the  enumeration  as  the  basis  for  representa- 
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tion.  Why?  Because  they  are  also  takes  into 
the  enumeration  for  taxation;  so  ako  are  three- 
fifths  of  the  shiYes  taken  into  the  enumeration  as 
the  basis  for  taxation,  and  of  course  for  representa- 
tion. In  the  one  case  no  complaint  is  made,  but 
in  the  other  injustice  is  urged.  Bvety  argument, 
true  or  false,  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  this 
sub^t ;  which,  in  the  end,  will  effect  nothing,  and' 
is,  m  fact,  worse  than  nothing. 

There  is  another  article  of  the  Constitution, 
which  is  thought  to  hare  some  relation  to  this  in- 
tended restriction.  ^'Congress  shall  guaranty  to 
each  State  a  Republican  form  of  government ;" 
and  here  we  have  a  controlling  power.  Suppose, 
then,  you  erect  your  standard  of  Republicanism, 
and  revise  the  constitutions  oi  the  difierent  States. 
Virginia  requires  a  freehold  qualification  in  the 
voter.  Dictate  to  her  better  principles,  idost  of 
the  other  Stateir  require  some  property  qualifica- 
tion. Ghan^  their  constitutions,  and  proclaim 
annual  elections  and  universal  suffirage,  such  as 
we  have  in  Kentucky,  where  every  person  is  equal ; 
and  the  beggar  (if  such  a  being  can  be  found  there) 
has  as  good  a  vote  as  the  man  of  wealth.  Attempt 
these  things,  and  you  will  have  enous h  to  do ;  but 
you  may  accomplish  it  as  easily,  and  upon  as  fair 
Constitutional  ground,  as  the  restriction  upon  Mis- 
sourL  The  fact  is,  we  shall  be  better  employed  in 
confining  ourselves  to  the  great  objects  of  the  Con- 
fadeiacy,  and  leave  every  State  to  manage  its  own 
concerns. 

Philosophers  have  said  much  upon  the  theory  of 
colors,  and  especially  upon  the  variety  of-  com- 
plexion in  the  numan  species.  It  is  contended  by 
some  that  the  black  man,  the  red  man,  and  the 
-white  man,  originally  sprang  from  different  ances- 
tors:  by  otheis,  that  all  sprang  from  one  common 
stock ;  and  the  last  theo^  is  supported  by  revela- 
tion. It  is  further  believ«i,  that  the  difference  of 
color,  from  the  slightest  shade  to  the  deepest  black, 
*  is  owing  principaUy  to  climate,  and  the  different 
degrees  of  heat  to  which  they  have  been  for  many 
ages  exposed.  To  whatever  cause  it  may  be  owing. 
the  difference  does  now  exist ;  and  it  is  as  wdl 
known  that  a  universal  prejudice  also  exists  as  to 
the  color  of  the  African,  which  in  a  great  measure 
deprives  him  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  when 
emancipated.  Till  this  prejudice  is  eradicated^  or 
till  the  Ethiopian  shall  change -^his  skin,  his  free- 
dom is  nominal  in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
If  not,  where  is  the  black  man  of  the  North  ?  Like 
the  red  man,  he  is  nearly  extinct.  If  your  human- 
ity has  conquered  your  pr^judice^  till  you  know  no 
color,  where  are  your  magistrates,! your  ^vemors^ 
your  representatives,  of  the  black  population  ?  You 
proclaim  them  equal,  but  you  are  still  their  law- 
givers 'f  we  see  none  of  them  in  the  National  Le- 
gislature, nor  hear  of  them  in  vour  State  jg^vem- 
xDents.  The  prejudices  whicn  these  distinctions 
of  color  create  cannot  be  overcome  in  a  moment, 
and  we  should  contentedly  wait  that  gradi^il 
change  in  the  moral  world — that  slow  but  certain 
progress  of  improvement,  which  will  one  day  give 
imiversal  liberty  to  the  race  of  Adam. 

One  insurmountable,  I  mav  say  omnipotent  bar- 
rier with  us,  against  this  sudden  revolution,  is,  the 


number  of  our  slaves.  It  would  produce  convul- 
sions and  derangements,  destructive  to  the  morals 
and  safety  of  the  whole  community.  But  liberty 
has  charms,  and  so  has  music ;  but  was  there  any 
thing  captivating  in  Nero's  harp  while  Rome  was 
envdoped  in  flames?  Let  the  safety  of  the  com- 
monwealth be  first  secured,  and  then  extend  the 
blessing  of  freedom  as  time  shall  prepare  them  to 
enjoy  it,  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  tran- 
quillity to  the  State. 

The  sages  of  our  Revolution  were  not  so  con- 
scientious as  to  make  emancipation  a  sine  qua  non 
to  a  Union  against  British  encroachments;  nor 
did  they  ever  tnink  of  interfering  in  the  subject  of 
slavenr  with  the  States.  That  was  left  witL  Qod. 
and  the  consciences  of  those  interested.  Slave- 
holders and  others  could  march  under  one  stand- 
ard in  the  common  cause.  Washington  and 
Ghreene  could  move  in  perfect  concert  of  action: 
Hancock  and  Jefferson  could  act  in  harmony  of 
council,  without  one  discordant  passion  on  this 
account.  Nor  did  the  wise  fi-amers  of  the  Con- 
stitution essay  to  give  it  the  slightest  touch.  Even 
a  part  of  the  New  ETngland  States  voted  a^inst 
the  power  of  Congress  to  check  the  importation  of 
slaves  for  twenty  years.  But  now,  when  all  politi- 
cal animosities  are  subsiding,  and  every  angry 
passion  is  sinking  to  rest,  the  eolden  apple  must 
be  thrown.  Political  power  and  personal  asgran- 
dizement  must  arise,  and  light  the  torch  of  discord 
among  this  happy,  this  virtuous,  this  affectionate 
people.  Keep  m  mind  the  theory  of  our  Greneral 
Government.  We  have  no  original  powers.  We 
act  as  an  agent  would  under  a  special  power  of 
attorney;  and  the  Constitution  is  the  charter  by 
which  we  act.  The  powers  delegated  are  there 
defined.  Those  not  expressly  delefirated,  are  re- 
served to  the  States,  or  to  the  people.  To  trans- 
cend the  powers  prescribed  bv  the  Constitution,  ia 
to  violate  the  riffnts  of  the  States  and  of  the  peo- 
ple. Congress  have  no  power  delegated  to  them 
by  the  Constitution  to  impose  a  restriction  like 
this  upon  any  of  the  States;  nor  can  it  be  pre- 
tended, unless  by  that  kind  of  legerdemain  con- 
struction which  wpuld  make  Congress  omnipotent, 
and  render  the  sovereignties  a  mere  shadow,  that 
this  text  book  of  the  American  statesman  contains 
a  single  clause  even  hinting  at  the  delegation  of 
this  power.  The  imposition  of  this  restriction 
tipon  Missouri,  then,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution;  and,  however  plausible  the  pretext, 
the  principle  is  equally  dangerous  to  the  union. 

I  nave  entertained  aoubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  organization  of  this  bodv  in  the  tenure  of  of- 
fice. Six  years  I  have  thougnt  too  long;  that  the 
member  did  not  feel  sufficient  responsibility  to  the 
dective  principle.  But.  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion, I  can  see  great  evils,  which  we  have  it  in  our 
power  more  efiectually  to  prevent,  and  thus  give 
proof  to  the  world  mat  we  are  worthy  of  this 
trust.  The  examples  of  Greece,  of  Carthage,  and 
of  Rome  show  us  the  danger  of  being  moved  by  a 
momentary  excitement  m  popular  passion ;  but, 
when  time  for  sober  reasoning  shall  have  elapsed, 
the  popular  sentiment,  the  result  of  dispassionate 
deUberation,  must  previiil.  This  body  is  peculiarly 
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formed  for  that  deliberation ;  and  when  I  behold 
around  me  those  who  have  gone  through  the  grad- 
ation of  every  office  of  honor  and  of  trust — ^who 
have  withstood  every  trial,  and  now  bear  upon 
their  hoary  heads  the  crown  of  honor — elected  by 
their  fellow-citizens  to  this  station,  I  feel  a  con- 
fidence that  they  will  sustain  the  cause  of  the 
Union.  Then,  when  this  excitement  shall  subsides 
the  deliberate,  settled  sentiment  of  the  people  will 
justify  your  decision.  But^  should  your  determi- 
nation to  effect  this  restriction  so  completely  over- 
come every  consideration  of  right,  that  you  deem 
it  paramount  to  all  constitution  and  compact,  you 
wul  pay  dearly  for  the  object.  Victory  will  be 
worse  tnan  a  defeat.  You  will  violate  tne  plight- 
ed faith  of  the  nation,  under  the  sacred  sanction 
of  your  own  laws,  which  have  heretofore  held  out 
an  mvitation  to  the  citizens  of  every  section  of  the 
country  to  embrace  the  advantages  which  this 
newly  acquired  wilderness  promised.  You  will 
violate  the  solemn  stipulations  of  the  treaty  by 
which  this  territory  was  chained.  You  will  violate 
the  Constitution  or  the  United  States,  that  sacred 
instrument  which  once  had  power  to  compose  the 
jarring  interests  and  passions  of  the  nation ;  the 
of&prmg  of  our  former  suffering ;  the  pledge  of 
our  future  harmony ;  and  (he  standing  bulwark  of 
our  liberty  and  independence.  You  will  alarm 
the  fears  and  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  States, 
by  abridging  their  prerogatives  and  usurping  their 
rights.  I  ou  will  check  the  progress  of  humanity, 
and  strengthen  the  chains  of  the  captive.  You 
will  prolong  the  time  of  slavery^  and  augment  its 
evils.  You  will  divide  the  sentiments  and  affec- 
tions by  hills  and  dales,  by  rivers  and  mountains, 
and  by  imaginary  lines,  drawn  only  for  conveni- 
ence, and  not  for  hostility.  You  will  excite  to 
action  every  discordant  passion  of  the  soul ;  pro- 
duce jargon,  animosity,  and  strife,  which  may 
eventuate  in  murder  and  devastation.  And  shall 
I  proceed  to  enumerate  the  crimes  which  belong  to 
this  black  catalogue?  The  heart  sickens,  the 
tongue  falters,  and  I  forbear.  Ponder  well  your 
doings;  let  wisdom  and  justice  direct  you ;  confine 
your  measures  to  the  le^timate  object  of  the  confed- 
eracy, and  we  are  still  a  united^  and  happy  people. 
Wnen  Mr.  Johnson  had  concluded — 
No  other  gentleman  rising  to  speak,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  restrictive  amendment  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Roberts,  which  is  in  the  following 
words:  '^Provided,  also,  that  the  further  introduc- 
*  tion  into  the  said  State  of  persons  to  be  held  in 
<  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  within  the  same 
'  shall  be  absolutely  and  irrevocably  prohibited;"  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YxAt— M«asn.  Barrill,  Dans,  Dickenon,  King  of 
New  York,  Lowrie«  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Kob- 
erU,  Rugglee,  Senibrd,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
end  WUion—16. 

NATe-^Measn.  Bsrbour,  Brown,  £aton,  Edirerde, 
Elliot,  QaiUerd,  Hunter,  Johnion  of  Kentucky,  John- 
son of  Louiuana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Leake, 
Llojd,  Logan,  Macon,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
PleasanU,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Van  Djke,  Wal- 
ker of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mia- 
.lasippi,  and  Williams  of  Teaneesee-«-27. 


Weonebdat,  February  2. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  James  Lar- 
kins^  of  the  town  of  Durham,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, praying  a  pension ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Mortimer,  of  Connecticut,  praying  a  pension, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  ^e  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  wrere  read. 

Mr.  Par^ott  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Crawford,  of  Bndgewater,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  praying  a  pension;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  ano  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Gbvemmcnt ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
^lature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  that  no 
law  may  be  passed  changing  the  terms  of  sale  of 
public  lands,  and  representing  the  injurious  effects 
that  such  a  law  would  have  upon  the  Western 
States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pinkney  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Government  and  an  act  of  incorporation ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  1st  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reviving  the  law  making  foreign  gold 
coins  a  tender,  and  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
myment  of  the  Mississippi  stocK  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Maine  and  Missouri  bills. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend 
the  fifth  section  of  the  amendment  respecting  Mis- 
souri, wherein  it  is  provided,  that  the  constitution, 
whenever  formed,  *^  shall  be  republican,  and  not 
repuffnant  to  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States," 
by  addinff  to  this  provision  the  following  clause: 
"  nor  to  me  three  first  articles  of  compact  in  the 
'  ordinance  of  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  between  the 
*•  orig^al  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 
*  territory  northwest  of  the  nver  Ohio." 

The  three  articles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  here 
referred  to  are  as  follow : 

Art  1.  No  person  demeaning  himself  in  a  peacea- 
ble and  orderly  manner  shall  ever  be  molested  on 
account  of  bis  mode  of  Worship  or  religioas  aenti" 
menta  in  the  said  territory. 

Art.  3.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  shall 
alirays  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury ;  of  a  proportion- 
tionate  representation  of  the  people  in  the  Legialature, 
and  of  judicial  proceedings  accordiag  to  the  coarse  of 
the  common  law.  All  pezyons  shall  be  bailable,  an- 
less  for  capiul  olEences,  where  the  proof  shall  be  eri- 
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dent,  or  the  preramptioii  great.  All  fines  ■halt  be 
moderate;  end  no  cniel  or  aniisael  pnniehmenta Bhell 
be  inflicted.  No  men  ihali  be  deprived  of  bis  liberty 
or  property  bat  bj  tbe  judgment  of  bit  peen,  or  tbe 
lew  of  tbe  lend ;  and  ehonid  tbe  pnblie  ezigenciee 
make  it  neeeeaaiy,  for  tbe  common  preeeira^on,  to 
take  any  peraon'a  property,  or  to  demand  bia  particu- 
lar aervicee,  full  com|>enaation  ahall  be  made  for  tbe 
same.  And,  in  tbe  just  prssenration  of  rights  and 
property,  it  is  understood  and  declared,  that  no  law 
ongbt  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  tbe  said  terri- 
tory, that  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  interfere 
with  or  affect  private  contracts  or  engageu^ents,  bona 
fide,  and  without  fraud,  previously  formed. 

Art.  3.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being 
necessary  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  edocation  shall 
forever  be  encouraged.  The  utmost  good  faith  shall 
always  be  observed  towards  the  Indians ;  their  lands 
and  piopctty  ahall  never  be  taken  from  them  without 
their  coneent ;  and  in  their  property,  rights,  and  lib- 
erty, tfaey  nevi»r  shall  be  invaded  or  disturbed,  unices 
in  just  and  lawful  wan  autboriied  by  Congress ;  but 
lews  founded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall,  fiDom 
time  to  time,  be  made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being 
done  to  them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  friendahip 
with  them. 

Mr.  BuRBiLL  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech 
of  considerable  length  in  its  support ;  after  which, 
the  subject  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie, 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  February  3. 

Mr.  Sakford,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
rany  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles  communicated  the  following  res- 
olutions of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  read : 

"  Whereas  the  existence  of  slavery  in  our  country 
must  be  Considered  a  national  calamity,  as  well  ss  a 
great  moral  and  political  evil ;  and  whereas  the  ad- 
mission of  slavery  within  the  new  States  or  Territo- 
ries of  the  tJnited  States  is  frsught  with  tbe  most  per- 
nicious consequences,  and  calculated  to  endanger  tbe 
peace  and  prosperity  of  oar  country  i  therefore, 

RcBohed,  That  our  Senators  ana  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  reouested  to  use  their  utmost  exer- 
tions to  prevent  the  admission  or  introduction  of 
elavery  into  any  of  the  Territories  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  any  new  State  that  may  beroafler  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union." 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Georse 
Love,  the  only  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Lov^  who 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
bating  the  ReTolutionary  war,  pra^ring  compensa- 
tion tor  his  serrices ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  W.  C.  Kausler,  sup^caij^  of  the  Danish 
Briff  Nordberg,  praying  restitution  of  the  amount 
of  duties  paid  on  the  cargo  of  said  brig,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred tojhe  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Soiate  resumed  the  cansideration  of  the 


report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Mortimer, 
of  Connecticut,  praying  a  pension ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  tbe  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  com- 
pletion ot  the  repairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings 
of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  President's  house, 
and  the  erection  of  two  new  Executive  offices  f^ 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of,  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  theState 
of  Maine  into  the  Union }  and,  on  motion  bv  Mr. 
Mellen,  the  further  consideration  thereot  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Tlve  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald,  admin- 
istrator of  James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  cap-, 
tain  in  the  Armj  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April, 
1818.  entitled  ^'An  act  supplementaqr  to  an  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1799,''  together  with  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and. 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  amended  acoordin^y, 
and  the  amendment  having  been  concurred  in.  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tiurd 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and, 
John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  altering 
Uie  times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the 
Airther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  a^  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  ii^  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk^'^ 
and  the  further  conside^tion  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  for  the  relief 
of  Jennings  O'Bannon ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the  thirty- 
third  regiment  of  United  States  infantry;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  a  statue  of  George  Washington  ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  "Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  for  die  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engi^ed  in  a  late 
campaign  a^inst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
ilirther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
sobiect — ^Mr.BnRRiLL'a  motion  (offered yesterday) 
still  under  consideration.  ' 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the 
'  purpose  of  allowing  a  different  amendment  to  be 
offered ;  when,  accordingly, 

Mr.  Thomas^  of  Illinois,  submitted  the  following 
additional  section,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill,  (which,  it  was  proposed,  by  a  report  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  incorporate  with  the 
Maine  bill,)  viz :  * 

**  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That  in  all  that  tract 
of  country  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  ties  north  of  thirty- 
six  degrees  and  thirty  rainntea  north  latitude,  except- 
ing only  such  part  Uiereof,  as  is  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  eontemplated  by  this  act,  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  .nor  involuntary  servitude  otherwise 
than  in  the  pnniahment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convieted:  Provided  ahoays, 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor  or  service  ia  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or«Ter* 
ritoiy  of  the  United  States,  suck  fugitive  may  be  law- 
folly  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  senrice  as  aforesaid." 

The  amendment  having  been  read,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subiect  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


Mown  AY,  February  7. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
W.  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to 


be  allowed  the  drawback  on  certain  goods  exported, 
as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  aad  Manu- 
factures. 

The  President  commonicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  delaiiing  the 
measures  which  have  been  authorized  br  the  board 
subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the  5th  ol  Febntary, 
1819 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  a  comminy  of  Swiss  settlers,  communicating 
their  desire  oi  establishing  in  America  a  manufac- 
tory o£  printed  cottons,  and  praying  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Government,  by  the  ^rant  of  a  tract 
of  land  for  the  settlement  of  three  or  four  thousand 
families ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Hugh 
Colhoun  and  others,  proprietors  of  certain  vessds 
and  their  cargoes  unjustly  sequest^ed  and  sold  by 
the  Swedish  Government,  nraying  the  intetpooi- 
tion  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  presented  the  petition  c^a  con- 
vention.of  the  Friends  of  National  Industry,  as- 
sembled in  the  town  of  Paterson,  from  .various 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  prostrate  situation  of  manufactures, 
praying  for  relief  and  protection ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Vincent 
Grant,  of  Bufialo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  biU  for  the  rdief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dana,  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Willcox,  of  Bristol,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, now  residinfif  in  the  United  States,  praying  to 
be  enabled  to  take  out  patents  for  certain  inven- 
tions, as  stat^  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Lie- 
gislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
boimdary  line  between  that  State  and  theState 
of  Illinois ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  or  the  yearly  meeting 
of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore  for  the  western  shore 
of  Maryland,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  respecting  tne  Indians ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  r^erred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  presented  the 
petition  of  Edward  Baker,  of  Philaoelphia,  pray- 
ing compensation  fpr  an  improvement  in  gun  locks; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Af&irs. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  Company,  merchants^  in  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, in  the  State  of  Gieorgia,  praying  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties,  and  other  relief,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  very  great  loss  which^hey  have 


365 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


S66 


Fbbruakt,  1880. 


PfiiMMngi, 


Senate. 


sostmined  bf  the  calamitoiM  fire  which  has  recendy 
devastated  the  said  city  of  Sayaimah  and  consamed 
their  goods ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  €k>nmuttee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Tanner,  merchant,  of  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah, in  the  State  of  Geo^a,  praying  the  remission 
of  certain  duties  dne  hy  him  to  the  United  States, 
being  rendered  unable  to  discharge  the  same  in 
Qonsequence  of  his  losses  in  the  Tate  destructive 
conflagation  in  said  city;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Trimblb  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  a 
continuation  of  the  national  road,  from  Wheeling, 
westward ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  JoBRSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacques  ViUere,  and  also  the  petition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jouraan,  hrothers,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  indemnification  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  during  the  late  war  with  Gkeat  Britain,  by 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  several  peti- 
tions ;  which  were  niad,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Cknnmittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Tilghman.  surviving  executor  of  Aniie  Fran- 
cis, deceased,  wno  was  executrix  of  Tench  Francis, 
deceased,  who  held  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  and  in  addition  thereto  acted  as  agent  of 
the  United  States  under  appointments  from  the 
Departments  of  War,  Navy,  and  Treasury,  pray- 
ing relief  by  the  interposition  of  Congress  in  the 
setdemeni  of  said  accounts;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  last  mentioned  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RU0GI.E8  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Piatt,  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for  certain 
supplies  funiiiriied  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
dunng  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  also 
the  petition  of  a-  number  of  the  inhamtants  of 
Michigan,  praying  compensation  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  property  daring  the  late  war,  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States;  and  the  petitions 
were  severally  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  follaw- 
ing  motion  for  consideration : 

Reioked,  That  the  Prettident  of  the  United  States 
b«  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any 
ioforroation  he  may  posiesa  (and  of  which  the  public 
interest  does  not,  in  his  opinion,  require  concealment) 
relatively  to  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain ;  whether  the  same  has  been  jet 
ratified  on  ths  part  of  Spain.  And  particularly  that 
he  be  reqnesied  to  stale  whether  any  information  has 
been  received  fiom  the  Court  of  Madrid  since  ths 
date  of  his  Message  to  Congress  at  the  oommenee- 
meni  of  the  present  session.  Whether  he  stUl  sxpeets 
a  Minister  froos  Spain ;  and  at  what  period  may  his 
arrival  be  ptobahly  expected. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  Yo^k,  presented  the  petition 
of  Jacob  Barker,  of  the  city  <rf  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  interposition  of  Congress  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts  under  his  contracts  of  the  8d  of 
May,  1814,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  a  portion  of  die  ten  million  loan,  being  part  of 


the  twenty-five  mUlions  authorized  by  the  act  of 
the  24th  of  March,  1814;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time  for  payments  ol  public  lands :  and 
the  n^emorial  was  reao,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  EnwARns  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  villag:e  of  Cahokia,  praying  the  con- 
firmation of  the  title  in  fee  simfile  estate  of  certain 
land  laid  off  as  a  common  of  said  village,  wherten 
a  town  has  been  laid  ofij  named  '<  Illinois  city  f^ 
and  the  petition  was  reaa,  and  referred  to  the  same' 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  Was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  the  President,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of 
Newport,  ih  Rhode  Island,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  aj^opriations  here-^ 
tofore  made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of 
the  north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  fin- 
ishing the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of 
two  new  Executive  offices,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. . 

The  hill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  April,  1818,  entitled  <*Anaet 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  aet  to  regn* 
late  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the  second  day  of  Mitrcn,  1799,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  the  statue  of 
George  Washimoton  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon 
was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Ron* 
BBTs,  was  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 


Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rctolvedt  That  a  standing  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  be  appointed  on  Rosdi  and  Canals* 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise* 

The  Senate  iei<umed,  as  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  makhig  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Aniony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and 
John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hous^ 
I  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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The  Senate  resumedy  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  altering 
the  times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  western  district  of  Pennsvlvania ; 
and,  no  amendment  haring  heen  made  tnereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Honse^  and  cvdered  to  be  en- 
grossea  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk;^' 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
campaign  a^inst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  Main<>  and  Mis- 
souri bill ;  when 

Mr.  Thomas,  for  the  purpose  of  modifying  or 
introducing  it  in  another  shape,  withdrew  the 
amendment  which  he  offered  on  Thursday  last ; 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TuEsuAY,  February  8. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  containing  an  abstract  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  the  fiscal  year  endu^ 
on  the  thirtieth  September,  1819;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  William^,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Ruohedj  Thst  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instnict- 
ed  to  inqaire  into^'  the  expediencv  of  compensating 
Jacob  Batlel>,  of  Tennessee,  for  the  loss  of  a  wagon 
and  team  employed  in  the  public  serrice  during  the 
late  war. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  John 
NichoUs^  reported  a  bill  for  therehef  of  John  Har- 
ding. Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Ni- 
cholls ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  it  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBERTB  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  PhUadelphia,  represebt- 
jng  the  evils  arising  from  auction  ailes,  and  pray- 
ing that  duties  may  be  levied  thereon;  ana  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants and  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on.  the  same 
subject ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Blr.  PiMKNET  presented  the  memorial  of  the 


merchants  oi  Baltimoie  acainst  tbe  propoaed  mea- 
sure of  discontinuing  creut  on  import  dnties  and 
denying  drawbacks  on  duties ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and,  on  motion  bv  Mr.  Pihkitst,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  C5ommerce  and  Manu- 
fiictures. 

Mr.  Smith  presented*  the  memorial  of  Elihu 
Hall  Bay,  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Charles  Roberts, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  thor  title  to  certain 
tracts  of  land  in  the  States  of  fjouisiana  and  Ala- 
bama ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Brown, 
and  Willi AM9,  of  Mississippi,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Potter  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praving  remune- 
ration for  losses  sustained  during  the  late  war  with 
Grreat  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  |>etition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cominittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  sulanitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  directed  to  inquiie  into  the  ezpe- 
dieney  of  so  altering  the  post  roate  between  Donsta- 
ble  and  Piscataquog  village,  in  Bedford,  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  the  mul  may  pass  by  Bodlbid  meeting 
house. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickersok,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Sheafe  and  oth- 
ers, citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  seventh  instant,  for  information  re- 
lative to  the  late  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Gieorgia,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  seventh  instant  for  the  appointment 
of  a  standing  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  agreed  Uiereto ;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  Van  Dyke,  Trimble,  DiCKSRsoif,  and 
Tbomas,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  on  the  sec- 
ond instant,  was  referred  to  the  said  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Trimble^  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  preGented  oa 
the  seventh  instant,  on  the  subject  of  a  continua- 
tion of  the  national  road  from  Wheeling  west- 
ward, was  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  ou  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  J.  R.  Chadboume  and  oth- 
ers, of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Maine,  ^ying  the  aid  of  Government  in  mak- 
ing a  certain  road ;  and  also  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  th^  State  of  Illinois  in  relation  to 
the  continuation  of  the  national  road  from  Wbed- 
ing,  were  dischaigedfrom  the  further  conaidevation 
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thoreof^  respeetiTdy,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canak,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 


Wednesday,  February  9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee oil  PuUic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  John 
O^Connor,  deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatires  of 
John  O'Connor,  deceased;  and  the  report  and  bdl 
were  read,  and  tne  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lar- 
kins,  praying  that  he  may  he  placed  on  the  invalid 
pension  list,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
solution, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw^ his  papers.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  DentOD, 
Little,  Ik  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New 
York,''  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petitiim  of  Jona- 
than  Crawford,  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  praying  a  pension,  made  a  re- 
port accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Haley,  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  lying  off  the  State 
or  coast  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
GoYemment  in  repairing  tne  works  which  have 
been  erected  in  forming  a  safe  and  commodious 
harbor  on  his  island ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  an4 
Manufactures^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  alteriog  a  certain  post 
route  in  New  Hampshire,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compensating  Jacob  Butler  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  loss  m  a  wagon  and  team  employed  in  the 
public  service  during'  the  late  war,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholls,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
refcned  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  oth- 
ers; and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
posteonai  until  to>morrow. 

Jm.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  William 
G.  Berviss,  to  be  ^aced  on  the  pension  list,  in 
consequence  of  his  having  been  wounded  wnile 
serving  •»  a  second  lieutenant  of  United  States 


rangers,  during  the  late  war,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  the  applicant  nave 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  <<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S. 
Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  times  for 
holding  the  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  engrossed  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cava- 
lier and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and' the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  the  17th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,*  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  the  17th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards ;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island  ;• 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  il 
was  ra)orted  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossea  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Welb,  late  collector  of  taxes  and  direct  duties 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  an  act 
may  be  passed  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers 
of  tne  Treasury  to  audit  and  settle  all  his  accounts 
according  to  equity  and  justice,  and  to  pay  hun 
whatever  balance  may  be  found  due,  with  interest 
thereon ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  making  compensa- 
tion for  horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured. 
Or  destroyed  in  the  Semmole  war;  which  was 
amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  so  as  to 
extend  its  provisions  to  rangers  as  well  as  volun- 
teers; and  tnen  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill ;  when — 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  wishing  to  ofier  to  the 
Senate  his  opinions  on  the  Missouri  subject,  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow ;  but  a  motion 
to  postpone  it  to  Friday  prevailed,  and  it  vras  post- 
poned to  that  day  accordingly,  and  the  Senate 
then  adjourned. 


371 


HI8T0RT  OF  CONOBESB. 


372 


Sbmatb. 


Adminiom  of  MamM  wA  Mm/mri. 


Fbbruart,  18W. 


Thorbday,  Febraaiy  10. 

Mr.  HoRQBT  gave  notice  tiliat,  toHmonow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  tne  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  that  Cap- 
tain Bigger's  company  of  rangers  may  receive  the 
compensation  to  which  they  are  entitled,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reurred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  andothers ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  a  bill 

be  reported  appropriating dollars  for  the  relief 

of  the  petitioners. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  report  a  bill 
aceordinsly. 

The  President  communicated  a  vesolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in  rela- 
tion to  conflicting  British  land  claims  ^  and  also 
a.memorial  of  the  same  I^egislature,  praymg  further 
tiane  to  make  payments  for  land  purchased  of  the 
Uaited  States;  which  were  severally  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport, 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  E^erred  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Crawford^  of 
Bridf^water,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
pcaymg  a  pension ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
reaoived  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Larkins,  praying 
that  he  may  be  placed  on  the  invalid  pension  list. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  die  table. 

TJte  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
WBB  leferred  the  apj^cation  of  William  G.  Serviss 
to  be  pUced  on  the  pension  list,  in  consequence  of 
his  having  been  wounded,  while  serving  as  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  United  States'  rangers,  durbg 
the  late  war ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
aoived that  the  applicant  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hiftpapers. 

Ijie  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  O'Conner,  deceased,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
ooQsent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  \s^  Mr. 
Mbllen,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
poetponed  until  Thunday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  rehef  of  WiUiam  McDonold,  adminis- 
trator of  James  McDonold,  deceased,  late  captain 


in  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates ;"  and  the  same 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  the  bul  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator 
of  Thomas  Bnckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the 
thirty-third  regiment  of  United  Slates  infantry  f 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  amendment  was  ordered 
to  l^.  engrossed  and  the  biU  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little,  and  Company, 
and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New  York ;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House;  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the-  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  day^  two  weeks. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  John  Hardinff,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shnte^ 
and  John  NichoUs ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  day  two  weeks. 


Friday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Martha 
Youngs  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted.'  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  Horsey  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  biU  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore 
pas^d  for  that  purpose,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  i«Uef  of  I>en- 
ton.  Little,  and  Company,  and  of  Harman  Hen- 
drick, of  New  York,"  was 


passed. 


was  read  a  third  time,  and 


MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Maine  bill,  and  the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee  (adding  provisions 
for  the  formation  of  a  State  governBOttnt  in  Mis- 
souri.) 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  affreeably  to  the  inti- 
mation which  he  gave  on  Wednesday,  rose  and 
addressed  the  Senate  about  two  hours  in  support 
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of  the  right  and  expediency  of  restricting  the  con- 
templated State  of  Missouri  from  permitting  ^- 
very  therein ;  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,. 
the  subject  was  postponed  to  Monday;  to  which 
day  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Sam  poan  presented  two  memorials,  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  that  the  tariff  may  be  revised  in  such  a 
mode  as  to  revive  our  drooping  manufactures,  and 
to  afford  effectual  protection  to  the  national  indus- 
try ;  and  also  a  memorial  signed  bv  a  number  of 
merchants  and  citizens  of  rnilad^phia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  upon  auction  sales ; 
and  the  memorials  were  severally  read,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  Commerce  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  two  memorials  signed 
by  a  number  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, representing  the  abuses  of  auction  sales, 
ana  praying  that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  thereon ; 
and  the  memoriab  were  severally  read,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphisL  expressing  their  sentiments  upon  some 
parts  01  the  system  of  duties  upon  fweign  imports, 
representing  the  evils  which  they  suppose  to  exist, 
and  ^ying  the  same  may  be  remedied ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RnoGLEs  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Xaohedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  law,  for  holding  the  district  end  eircatt 
courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  of  Ohio, 
at  Colombus,  the  seat  of  Gh>verameot  for  said  State* 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reached,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  eaase  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate, 
abstracts  of  the  bonds  or  other  securities  given  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the  collectors  of  the 
costoms,  receivers  of  pnUie  moneys  for  lands,  and 
registers  of  public  lands,  paymasters  in  the  Army  and 
pursers  in  the  Navy,  Who  are  now  in  office,  or  who 
have  heretofore  been  in  office,  and  whose  accounts 
remain  unsettled ;  together  with  a  statement  of  such 
other  facts,  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  tend  to  show  the. 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  so  far  altering  the  laws 
respecting  such  officers,  that  they  may  hereafter  be 
appointed  for  limited  periods,  subject  to  removal  as 
heretofore. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  for  tnat  purpose,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Thursday  next. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  CUims,  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reterred  the  petition  of  Samuel  P.  Hooker;  apd 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  WholCj  Mr.  Dickerson  in  the  Chair,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  after  this 
(|uestion  had  undergone  near  five  weeks^  discussion, 
in  which  he  had  received  the  kind  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  not  only  in  being  heard  frequently  on 
the  question  of  order,  but  a  patient  hearmg  on  the 
main  question  of  restriction,  it  might  require  some 
apology  in  attempting  to  oe  heard  again.  He 
could  not  calculate  on  entertaining  the  Senate,  or 
that  fair  audience;  but,  whatever  disadvantage  he 
might  encounter,  he  should  feel  it  his  bounden 
duty  to  repel,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  the  very 
strange  and  very  novel  arguments  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kino,)  who 
had  last  spoken  6n  this  question;  arguments,  sir, 
pregnant  with  mischief— arguments  'much  had  as- 
tonished every  hearer,  and  which  must  lead  to  a 
dissolution  of  this  Grovernment,  if  persisted  in. 

The  gentleman's  first  efforts  were  to  defeat  the 
junction  of  the  two  States  in  the  same  bill.  He 
said  ''this  junction  is  unnecessary,  and  must  be 
'  intended  to  operate  in  another  quarter.  It  was 
'  unfair  and  unusual,  and  intended  to  coerce  men  to 
'vote  against  their  conscience."  And  he  has 
likewise  said,  "it  will  cover  the  men  who  yield  to 
it,  with  the  extreme  eontempt  of  those  who  offer 
it." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  once  hoped  that  he  had 
satisfied  gentlemen,  by  parliamentary  authorities, 
that  it  was  not  only  usual  and  convenient,  to  join 
in  the  same  bill  all  subjects  of  the  ^me  class  and 
purport,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  fair  to  do  so. 
He  would  mention  two  cases  of  this  sort,  which 
had  occurred  in  Congress  two  years  ago.  One 
was  a  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  to  raise 
the  salary  of  the  H^ds  of  Departments.  It  went 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  there  they 
amended  it  by  adding  a  clause  to  raise  the  salaries 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  returned  to 
the  Senate  in  this  shape,  and  was  there  supported 
by  that  very  gentleman,  both  by  his  arguments  and 
vote.  Mr.  S.,  himself,  and  another  gentleman  of 
the  Senate,  added  another  amendment  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  district  judges,  a  useful  set  of 
judicial  officers,  who  were  left  to  starve;  and  all 
these  amendments,  with  the  original  bill,  passed 
the  Senate,  and  were  lost  in  the  other  House.  The 
other  was  an  act  from  the  liouse  of  Representa- 
tives, "fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." After  this  had  received  three  read- 
ings in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  had 
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passed,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania,  (Mr. 
Roberts,)  who  also  is  opposed  to  the  amendment 
hefore  the  Senate,  offer^  an  amendment  to  in- 
crease the  compensation  of  the  Librarian  five  hun- 
dred dollars;  it  was  received,  and  passed  both 
Houses,  and  became  a  law;  which  law,  with  all 
its  amendments,  he  then  held  in  his  hand.  All 
the  gentlemen  who  were  then  in  the  Senate,  and 
now  oppose  the  junction  of  Maine  and  Missouri 
in  the  same  bill,  voted  for  the  bills  he  had  stated. 
Where  were  gentlemen's  consciences  then? 

But,  Mr.  President,  why  should  gentlemen  who 
vote  for  this  junction  be  contemned?  It  is  nbt  a 
question  before  the  Senate  on  which  every  gentle- 
man is  left  to  exercise  his  opinion  as  to  him  may 
seem  fit?  He  should  himself  esteem  a  gendeman 
who  voted  against  the  current  of  popular  clamor, 
for  taking  such  dignified  and  independent  ground. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  raised  to 
himself  another  strange  doubt.  He  said  '^he  did 
not  know  how  Missouri  could  be  admitted  without 
a  census  first  taken  bv  the  authority  of  Congress." 
Mr.  8.  said  he  had  already  laid  before  the  Senate 
an  authenticated  census  taken  under  the  authority 
of  the  legislature  of  the  territory,  ffiving  a  detailed 
statement  of  every  description  of  persons,  to  the 
amount  of  fifly-t  wo  thousand ;  and  also,  such  evi- 
dence as  ouffht  not  to  be  doubted,  that  there  were 
ten  thousand  more  not  within  the  census  taken, 
but  were  within  the  territory;  amounting,  in  the 
whole  number,  to  a  population  of  62,000.  He  had 
also  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  that  time,  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  a  map,  made  from  an  actual  ser- 
vey,  ordered  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  which  gave  the  precise  limits'  and  extent 
of  this  territory.  From  this  census,  and  this  map, 
it  was  clearly  proved  that  the  population  was 
greater,  and  the  territory  less,  than  that  of  almost 
anytcrritory  heretofore  admitted  into  the  Union. 

When  Illinois  was  admitted,  it  was  on  the  doubt- 
ful evidence  of  forty  thousand  of  a  population. 
He  would  read  the  memorial,  upon  which  that 
State  was  admitted,  as  far  as  respected  the  amount 
of  population.    It  was  as  follows: 

"Within  the  boundaries  of  this  territory,  there 
'  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  not  less 
'  than  foitf  thousand  souls." 

This  is  'all  the  evidence  you  had  before  you, 
when  you  admitted  Illinois.  Did  the  Western 
and  Southern  members  require  a  survey  of  this 
territory,  or  a  census  of  the  ponulation  before  they 
consented  to  the  admission  or  that  State?  Did 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  ever 
think  of  such  a  thing  when  he  voted  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Illinois?  No  sir;  not  a  member  of  the 
Senate  ever  dreamed  of  asking  for  a  census  or 
survey.  Such  a  thing  was  unprecedented,  and 
not  heard  of  until  Missouri  came  oefore  you.  The 
gentleman  had  asked,  "  whv  gentlemen  did  not 
object  to  the  admission  of  Onio,  Indiana  and  Il- 
linois?" And  says,  "  have  they  more  solicitude  to 
protect  these  foreigners,  than  tnose  who  shed  their 
Wood?" 

This  gentleman  seems  to  have  forgotten,  that 
these  States  were  left  to  form  such  constitution  as 
they  might  think  proper  for  themsdves;  and,  be- 


catise  we  did  not  wish  to  force  a  constitution  on 
them,  it  is  attributed  to  a  want  of  candor.  When 
we  manifest  a  magnanimity,  we  are  reproached. 
He  wished  the  genUeman  and  his  associates  would 
but  manifest  the  same  magnanimity  towards  Mis- 
souri. The  gentleman  nad  said,  '^we  may  be 
called  on  to  pay  taxes  according  to  our  military 
strength." 

If  a  eentleman  who  never  had  read  the  Consti- 
tution had  used  this  argument  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  there  might  have  been  some  apolo- 
gy for  him.  The  gent&man  could  not  have  for- 
gotten that  the  Constitution  had  established  it,  that 
Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  appor- 
tioned according  to  numbers,  and  that  it  requires 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  Congress  to  recom- 
mend an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which 
must  be  amended  before  any  change  in  the  mode 
of  taxation  can  obtain.  He  has  declared  we  can- 
not acquire  territory  by  purchase.  His  language 
is,  ''  we  can  only  obtam  territory  by  the  voluntary 
application  of  roreign  States  to  be  received  into 
the  Union,  or  by  the  sword." 

How  the  gentleman  came  at  the  distinction,  it 
was  difi&cult  to  ascertain.  He  had  offered  no  rule 
for  it  himself.  It  was  a  naked  declaration,  at  war 
with  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constimtion  it- 
self, and  one  which  the  gentleman  knew  could 
not  be  maintained.  He  would  ask  him  bow  we 
claims  Moose  Island  ?  The  British  title  to  it  was 
clearly  better  than  ours ;  yet  we  held  it  in  exchange 
for  Grand  Menan,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Trea- 
ty of  Ghent.  He  would  present  to  the  gentleman 
another  case,  which  fully  met  his  own  approba- 
tion. It  was  the  treaty  with  Spain,  of  last  year, 
by  which  we  were  to  acquire  the  Floridas.  That 
treaty  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations;  that  gentleman  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  was 
ratified  the  next  day  after  it  was  presented  to  the 
Senate,  by  more  than  two-thirds.  It  was  a  unan- 
imous vote ;  and  that  gentleman  was  one.  Has 
this  escaped  him  so  soon  ? 

The  right  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  Ims  been  ex- 
tended by  the  late  convention  between  the  United 
States. and  Great  Britain ;  and  the  gentleman  was 
the  only  member  of  the  Senate  who  had  any  ob> 
jections  to  it,  and  they  were  founded  soldy  on  the 
ground  that  the  United  States  had  not  acquired 
enouffh.  What  said  the  Southern  and  Western 
members  on  that  occasion?  They  asked  the  New 
England  members,  for  whose  sole  benefit  the  ces- 
sion was  made,  what  they  wished  ?  And  being 
told  they  were  satisfied,  there  was  not  a  dissenting 
voice.  Mr.  S.  had  the  gentleman  in  his  eye  (Mt, 
Otis)  whom  he  consulted,  and  who  told  nim  the 
New  England  States  had  acquired  all  they  wanted. 
But  it  is  to  be  recollected  all  these  cases  weivsuch 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  thought  good 
bargains.  They  were  such  as  he  wished ;  there- 
fore he  could  find  a  third  ground  for  acquiring 
them.  Missouri  not  being  within  the  samermuon, 
could  not  be  acquired  the  same  way. 

Were  gentlemen,  who  profess  to  be  statesmen, 
now  to  learn  that  the  United  States  could  acquire 
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territory  by  treaty?  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  admitted  that  he  did  not  know  it  He 
would  inform  him  how  it  could  be  done.  The 
Constitution  had  vested  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate full  and  ample  powers  to  negotiate  treaties. 
Upon  this  subject  they  have  no  contrcd.  Treaties, 
when  made,  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  They  are  put  on  the  same  high  ground 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  Under  this  authority 
Louisiana,  entire,  was  acquired  by  the  United 
States.  A  part  of  that  territory  was  formed  into 
a  State  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  without  any 
restriction,  although  it  contain^  about  forty  thou- 
sand slaves,  which  was  half  the  amount  of  its  pop- 
ulation. He  would  prove  this  from  the  gent]^ 
man's  own  statements.  When  this  very  question 
"was  before  the  Senate,  last  session,  he  made  two 
speeches ;  those  speeches  he  had  published  himself, 
for  the  information  of  the  public.  In  that  publi- 
cation, which  he  would  beg  leave  to  read,  was  the 
following  statement: 

•«  When  the  United  Sutes  took  potfession  of  the 
province  of  Loninano,  in  1804,  it  was  ostimotod  to 
contain  60,000  while  inhabitants,  40,000  slaves,  and 
8,000  free  people  of  color.  More  than  four-fifths  of 
the  whites,  and  all  the  slaves,  except  about  1,300,  -in- 
habited New  Orleans  and  the  adjacent  territory.*' 

In  answering  the  arguments  of  the  gendeman, 
it  was  perfectly  fair  to  anay  against  him  his  own 
areumentsL  lately  delivered  on  the  same  subject^  in 
which  he  held  a  different  policy.  His  palliation 
for  admitting  the  State  of  Louisiana  without  the 
restriction  of  slavery,  Mr.  S.  read  from  the  two 
speeches,  in  the  words  following : 

**  The  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  nninber  of  the 
slaves  by  whom  the  labor  of  the  territory  of  New  Or- 
leans was  performed,  were  doubtless  the  reason  lor 
the  omisfdon  of  an  article  in  the  act  of « admission  bv 
which  slavery  ahould  be  ei eluded  from  the  new  State.'' 

When  vou  admitted  Loui8iana^  the  same  policy 
ought  to  have  governed  which  is  asked  for  Mis- 
souri^ if  it  was  a  correct  policy ;  if  it  was  otherwiw, 
it  is  improper  to  apply  it  to  Missouri.  Will  the 
Congress^  which  nas  heretofore  been  so  distin- 
guished for  its  rectitude,  yield  itself  a  willing  in- 
strument to  this  flexible  policy  and  tonvenient 
morality?  Our  policy  ^was  pliant  enough  when 
we  obtained  Moose  Island — ^it  was  very  yielding 
when  more  fishing  banks  were  wanted.  It  was 
necessary  to  suit  it  to  the  temper  and  circumstan- 
ces of  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  when  they  asked 
to  become  a  State.  That  was  a  large  seaport 
trading  city,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  New 
York.  When  the  Floridas  were  obtained  by  trea- 
ty, under  the  precise  stipulations  contained  in  the 
treaty  tmder  which  we  obtained  Louisiana  the 
gentleman's  policy  and  morality  were  brought  lo 
fit  the  times  exactly.  But  when  Missouri  applies 
for  admission,  the  right  awarded  to  her  elder  sister 
to  come  in  by  the  peaceful  mode  of  purchase  is 
positively  denied  her.  She  must  come  in  by  the 
noord.  Her  front  must  be  stained  with  olood. 
Could  that  gentleman  expect  his  talents  and  high 
reputation  would  enable  nim  to  impose  this  inco- 
herent logic  upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  States? 
If  he  did  not,  then^  in  the  language  of  the  gentle- 


man himself,  *4t  would  seem  as  if  these  arguments 
were  intended  to  look  to  some  other  quarter." 

Whilst  we  are  pressing  for  our  Constitutional 
rights^  ^ntlemen  appear  to  think  we  are  asking 
the  privilege  of  extending  the  slave  trade,  or  the 

Erivdege  of  keeping  what  we  have.  He  could 
imself  appeal  to  the  Senate  for  the  constant  course 
he  had  pursued  in  regard  to  the  foreign  slave  trade. 
He  had  uniformly  given  his  approbation  to  the 
most  rigorous  measures  to  prevent  it  He  had 
done  so,  because  the  Constitutional  laws  of  hb 
country  forbade  it.  And  were  it  now  an  original 
miestion,  if  there  were  no  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  whether  we  should  b^in  the  importation 
to  stock  this  country  with  the  African  race,  he 
supposed  no  American  would  consent  to  sucn  a 
traffic.  But  they  were  here — ^they  had  srown  up 
with  us,  and  "witn  our  Constitution — and  were  in- 
corporated with  it  What  can  we  do  with  them, 
as  we  now  find  them  in  the  United  States?  The 
wisest  could  not  tell.  Many  projects  were  on  foot, 
which  would  all  prove  abortive.  The  whole  wealth 
of  the  nation  is  not  adequate  to  any  purpose  that 
has,  or  may  be  devised.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York,  in  tne  plenitude  of  his  mind^  has  fiven  us  a 
plan.  He  has  said,  '4t  is  now  time  tnat  slaves 
*  should  be  attached  to  the  soil,  as  a  means  of  lead- 
'  in^  to  emancipation,  and  enabling  us  to  get  rid 
^  of  them  by  colonization.'' 

That  gentleman  had  obtained  the  reputation  of 
an  accomplished  orator,  a  man  of  science,  an  emi- 
nent statesman ;  had  represented  his  Government 
at  a  foreign  Court,  and  nad  taken  an  active  part 
in  forming  this  very  Constitution.  And  coula  he 
conceive  the  plan  he  proposed  was  founded  on  Con- 
,  stitutional  prmciples  ?  He  knew  the  question  was 
a  Constitutional  one  3  and  therefore  he,  Mr.  S., 
would  ask  him,  if  any  such  theory  had  been  agi- 
tated in  the  Convention  which  formed  that  Con- 
stitution— ^that.  after  1808,  all  slaves  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  soil?  He  should  like  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman give  a  history  to  that  efilect,  if  such  a  thing 
was  contemplated  or  ipoken  of  in  the  Convention. 
No,  sir,  such  a  proposition  would  have  dissolved 
your  Convention,  and  have  left  your  Grovernment 
where  it  was.  l;hen  does  he  expect  to  set  up  his 
opinion  as  Constitutional  law?  Sir,  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  the  gentleman  represents,  has 
just  got  rid  of  her  slaves.  After  doing  so,  their  first 
object  was  to  bring  about  a  general  emancipation. 
If  they  succeeded,  their  sreat  object  was  accom- 
plished ;  if  they  failed,  they  lost  nothing.  With 
us,  not  only  our  interest  but  our  happiness  is  deeply 
concerned ;  with  them  it  is  only  a  matter  of  cold 
calculation.  It  is  very  easy  for  those  who  have 
their  fortunes  secured  in  bank  stock,  or  stock  of  the 
United  States,  or  money  at  interest,  or  money  in 
their  coffer^  deliberately  to  proclaim  a  jubilee  to 
our  slaves,  m  which  tfiey  have  neither  interest  to 
lose  nor  danger  to  fear.  The  gentleman  knew  ex- 
citements, far  short  of  what  he  had  uttered  in^the 
Senate,  had  given  rise  to  the  insurrection  in  St. 
Domingo,  that  produced  horrors  at  which  he  ought 
to  shudder. 

Sir,  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Kimg^  has  sported  with 
this  subject;  he  seemed  to  thini  that  he  was  at 
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liberty  to  maintain  what  principles  he  pleased,  and 
change  them  when  he  pleased.  He  had  entirely 
discarded  the  Constitution  in  his  arguments  now 
delivered  to  the  Senate.  In  his  speeches,  which 
he  delivered  to  the  Senate  last  session,  and  which 
he  had  corrected  and  republished,  after  a  Summer's 
reflection,  he  had  paid  some  respect  to  the  Consti- 
tution. He  then  believed  slavery  in  the  United 
States  was  completely  secured  by  the  Constitution. 
[Here  Mr.  S.  read  from  the  speeches  the  following, 
in  proof  of  that  gentleman's  opinion :] 

"  The  question  respecting  slavery  in  the  old  thirteen 
States  had  been  decided  and  settled  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  CoDfltitutioo,  which  grants  no  power  to 
Congresi  to  interfere  with,  or  to  change  what  had  been 
80  previously  settled ;  the  slave  States,  therefore,  are 
free  to  oontintie  or  to  abolish  alavery." 

Will  the  gentleman  compare  this  Constitutional 
opinion  of  his  own,  with  the  theory  of  confining 
slaves  to  the  soil,  and  tell  us  how  he  intends  to  re- 
concile the  one  with  the  other?  This,  however, 
is  the  last  glimpse  which  he  appears  to  have  had  of 
that  sacred  instrument — ^the  Constitution.  It  was 
too  limited  for  his  expanded  mind.  He  had  wan- 
dered into  the  delusive  field  of  fancy,  in  search  of 
a  system  better  suited  to  his  purpose.  After  lay- 
ing the  Constitution  out  of  tne  question,  he  had 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Senate  of  a  strange  char- 
acter.   It  was  in  the  following  words : 

**  These  are  foreign  men,  of  foreign  manners,  and  a 
foreign  land;  and  will  yon  give  to  them  what  yon 
would  not  give  to  those  who  inhabit  the  land  pprcfaased 
with  tfa«  blood  of  their  fathers  ?" 

Mr.  President,  this  is  a  tone  unheard  in  this 
Senate.  What,  sir,  when  you  have  purchased 
these  foreigners,  as  you  would  an  ox  or  a  horse  in 
the  market,  and  without  their  knowledge  or  con- 
sent— and,  when  vou  have  stipulated  by  solemn 
treaty  to  provide  for  them  as  you  would  for  your 
own  children,  is  this  the  only  consolation  an 
American  Senator  is  willing  to  minister  to  their 
humble  and  degraded  condition?  In  his  (Mr. 
King's)  two  speeches,  published  for  public  infor- 
mation, he  has  himself  stated,  '^  there  were  but  ten 
thousand  whites  and  thirteen  hundred  slaves  in 
both  the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas." 
Half  these  would  be  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
sixtv  thousand  which  are  there  now.  He  has  cer- 
tainly forgotten  this  statement  in  his  first  speech. 
He  could  assure  the  gentleman  that  most  of  the 
peculation  of  Missouri  were  Americans ;  and  they 
ana  their  fathers  had  shed  as  much  blood  for  this 
country  as  the  citi2en8  of  New  York.  Among 
them  were,  also,  men  of  as  fine  talents  and  as  pure 
patriotism  as  ever  graced  that  Senate. 

But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  how  can  he  reconcile 
this  policy  with  that  pursued  towards  the  State  of 
Louisiana?  He  had  stated,  in  these  same  pub- 
lished speeches,  that  there  were  forty  thousand 
whites,  and  nearly  as .  manj  slaves,  in  that  State 
when  admitted  into  the  Union.  Tnis  population, 
too,  was  a  mixture  of  many  nations — English, 
Irish,  French,  and  Spaniards.  Yet  the  kind  and 
beneficent  hand  of  this  Gk>vernment  was  extended 
to  promote  their  comfort  and  their  prosperity.  Nor 
were  they  denied  what  you  wish  to  withhold  from 


Missouri — ^the  right  of  forming  their  own  consti- 
tution. 

Why,  sir,  did  the  sages  of  our  Revolution  com- 
plain, in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  the 
naturalization  of  foreigners  had  been  obstructed  ? 
And  why  did  the  Convention,  which  formed  your 
Constitution,  of  which  that  gentleman  was  one, 
take  such  care  to  provide  for  me  naturalization  of 
foreigners?  And  why  have  you  naturalized  so 
many,  if  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this  comstry  to 
treat  foreigners  with  sucn  contemptuous  distmc- 
tion?  Sir,  it  has  always  been  the  policy  of  your 
Gk)vemment  to  receive  foreigners  into  its  bosom, 
and  to  cherish  and  protect  them.  It  has  been  &e 
pride  and  the  boast  of  your  country,  that  it  held 
out  an  asylum  to  the  oppressed  of  every  nation  and 
every  clime.  There  is  a.  foreigner,  who  but  the 
other  day  fled  from  his  own  country,  now  cherish- 
ed in  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  who  had  acted 
on  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the 
people,  if  not  to  insurrection,  at  least  against  die 
admission  of  Missouri  into  tne  Union.  The  gen- 
tleman had  certainly  forgotten  both  his  own  vote 
and  his  own  arjg^uments  in  favor  of  the  French 
emigrants,  to  whom,  three  years  ago,  he  had^ven 
ninety-two  thousand  acres  of  the  best  lands  m  the 
State  of  Alabama.  When  did  he  give  any  thing 
to  the  gallant  and  brave  sons  of  our  own  country, 
who  shed  their  blood  to  purchase  that  very  Frendi 
settlonent?  If  you  are  to  im)tect  foreigners  only 
when  they  subsCTve  your  purposes,  and  are  useful 
instruments  for  your  projects,  that  magnaBimity 
for  which  our  country  has  been  so  signalized,  must 
dwindle  into  contempt  and  scorn. 

Heretofore,  whenever  the  subiect  of  slareiy  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  Senate,  uat  gentleman  has 
been  among  the  first  to  disavow  any  intention  of 
interfering  with  those  already  in  our  country.  He 
has  constantlv  admitted  the  right  was  constitn- 
tionally  vestea,  and  could  not  be  touched.  But, 
sir,  this  has  been  only  a  temporizing  policy  to  de- 
lay this  question  till  the  decisive  moment,  when  he 
could  throw  off  the  veil  and  manifest  bis  purpose. 
Although  that  purpose  is  one  at  which  the  mind 
of  every  friend  to  his  country  must  recoil,  yet  we 
are  indebted  to  the  gentleman  for  his  candor  in 
this  open  avowal,  b^use  it  enabled  us  to  meet  it 
in  fair  combat.  Forgetting  every  other  argument, 
Constitutional,  political,  ot  religious,  he  h£s  given 
us  his  final  creed  in  these  words : 

*^  The  extension  of  slavery  beyond  the  old  thirteen 
United  States  was  a  violation  -of  the  compact.  It 
abridged  the  political  power  of  the  non-slaveholdiBg 
States.  The  admission  of  Loniaiana  itself  made  a 
new  ooniedenicy  or  eompact ;  and  if  the  attempt  t» 
extend  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi  snoceedcdy  the 
people  of  the  North  ought  not  to  aaluntt  for  aoj  in- 
terest whatever.  That  no  interest  ought  to  ba  put  in 
competition  with  political  power ;  if  it  waa,  as  one  of 
the  original  parties  to  tho  compact,  he  felt  himaelf  in 
honor  bound  not  to  submit  And  now,  Mr.  Prcaident, 
I  approach  a  Teiy  delicate  ai^bjecL  I  regret  the  ooca- 
aion  that  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  apeak  of  it, 
becaase  it  may  give  ofience  where  none  ia  intended. 
But  my  parpose  is  fixed.  Mr.  President,  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  oae  man  can  make  a  slave  of  another. 
If  one  man  cannot  do  so,  no  number  of  individuals  can 
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btv6  my  bettor  right  to  do  it.  And  I  hold  that  all 
Itwfl  or  compacts  impoi ing  any  auch  a  condition  upon 
any  human  being,  are  absoiately  void,  because  con- 
trirj  to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God, 
by  which  he  makes  his  ways  known  to  man,  and  is 
paramount  to  all  human  control." 

Sir,  the  gentleman  struggled  with  himflelf,  and 
paused  long  before  he  oould  gire  vent  to  principles 
so  repognant  to  the  peace,  the  harmony,  and  the  fu- 
ture Aapjuness  of  this  nation.  Would  he  had  paused 
loocer  8tiU.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  hoped  rdk^on, 
as  lar  as  it  was  concerned  in  the  discussion  of  thia 
subject,  would  have  been  left  to  him,  and  his  honor- 
able fniend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Morbil.) 
They  were  most  conTersant,  he  beliered,  with  the 
afiaixs  of  the. holy  church.  It  was  trae  they  did 
not  precisely  agree.  He  thought  the  holy  Bible, 
as  it  was  giren  to  us,  was  the  rule  of  our  religion. 
His  friend  appeared  willing  to  adopt  it  also,  except 
that  he  wished  to  repeal  some  parts  of  it,  and 
adapt  it  more  to  his  own  riews  of  good  policy  aod 
coxirenience.  JSut,  sir,  the  gentleman  from. New 
York  had  put  an  end  to  this  little  cotttest  about 
the  religion  of  the  Bible,  by  pieKOting  to  your 
acceptance  the  religion  of  nature. 

This  religion  of  nature,  and  the  appUeation  of 
it,  which  tne  j^entleman  has  rocomtnendad  for 
your  consideration,  is  the  very  system  which  gmre 
rise  to  that  state  of  things  which  so  lately  con- 
TuJsed  Surojie  to  its  centie.  This  was  thereligion 
preached  up  in  the  French  Conrention  in  the  days 
of  Robesmenre.  They,  like  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  were  not  bound  by  written  systems. 
They  were  too  limited  for  the  great  projects  of 
revolution.  They  presented  in  their  gallery  the 
Goddessof  Liberty,  dressed  in  transparencies ;  put 
on  the  cap  of  liberty;  sung  Ca  J^;  declared  the 
laws  of  nature  to  be  the  laws  of  God  and  of  reHsrion, 
by  which  ail  men  were  bom  free  and  equal.  This 
theory  intoxicated  the  nation,  and  the  reform  in 
^ir  gDvernment^  which  was  their  great  object, 
was  lost  in  the  designs  of  aspiring  ambition ;  and 
the  fairest  portion  of  that  nation  was  sacrMced  on 
its  altar.  Robe^Merre  pared  his  way  with  blood, 
until  the  nation  sickoied  at  the  sight  In  the 
midst  of  those  scenes  of  horror  and  disniay)  Napo- 
leon, for  the  pious  purpose  of  securing  the  liberty, 
Aad  promotii^  the  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  aa- 
turned  the  reins  of  gorernmcnt,  and  in  his  career 
would  have  ]^o$trated  all  £ur9pe,  if  all  Europe 
had  not  Gomraned  to  prostrate  him. 

Mr.  President,  your  goremment  is  rerging  to 
tiiis  peril.  The  public  mind  ie  said  to  be  inflamed 
to  a  very  hi^h  d^ee ;  not  less  so  than  that- of  the 
Freiich  nation  when  Robespierre  gave  tope  to  its 
public  councils.  When  this  shaU  have  increased 
a  little  more,'we,  sir,  shall  have  nothuig  to  do  but 
present  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  in  our  gallery; 
pat  on  the  eap  of  liberty  •,  sing  Ca  ha ;  throw 
Aside  your  Constitution;  declare  that  aU  men  are 
fi^  and  equai,  and  that  we  have  np  religion  but 
t^e  religkoA  of  nature:  when  your  Goremment 
will  be  prepared  to  commence  the  same  scenes  of 
blood  and  carnage  which  desolated  France.  In 
tbe  progreas  of  Uiis  mi^ty  work,  a  Robespifne 
will  be  at  hand  to  gire  it  a  eharacter,  ttnttiyoar 


country  shall  be  drenched  in  blood ;  then  some 
kind  Napoleon  will  be  ready  to  take  the  reins  of 
government,  still  the  tumult,  and  give  you  peace 
and  security,  under  some  other  form  of  govern- 
ment, a  little  more  energetic* 

To  illustrate  hb  universal  [proposition,  the  gen- 
tleman had  recourse  to  a  maxim  of  the  Romans. 
"  Onme$  hanmes  Uberi  iMMOpftmOar."  He  says,  '<  the 
Roman  Senate  exclaimed  that  all  men  weie 
bom  free."  The  Romans,  siic^  not  only  tolented 
the  slavery  of  foreigners,  of  which  they  owned, 
and  were  accustomed  to  sell,  ten  thousand  and 
fifty  thousand  at  a  time,  but,  during  their  most 
enhghtened  period,  the  Roman  Senate  passed  a 
decree  to  enaole  any  Roman  citizen  to  sell  himself 
a  slave  for  life.  It  waa  not  until  intrigu^  am 
bition,  and  a  thirst  for  power  predominated  m  the 
Roman  Senate,  that  tney  declared  idl  men  were 
bom  free.  When  the  Roman  Senate  fcnrgot  their 
virtue,  and  asoired  to  ppwer,  they  incited  the  slaves 
and  the  Deopie  to  insurrection,  to  put  down  their 
rivals  and  elevate  themselves.  Their  love  of  lib- 
erty was  not  for  the  sake  of  giving  freedom  to 
slaves,  but  to  }^ce  themselves  m  the  empire.  If 
Rome  had  bad  worlds  for  all  her  Casars,  or  em- 
pires for  ail  her  ambitious  Senators,  she  might 
still  have  survived  the  wreck,  and  yet  have  been 
an  empire  herself. 

If,  sur,  your  Government  too  had  worlds  for  all 
her  CiBsars,  and  empires  for  all  her  ambitious 
Senators,  it  would  not  be  the  condition  of  your 
black  slaves  that  could  dissolve  this  Union.  This 
universal  law  of  nature  and  religion  absolves  us 
from  all  obligations.  Through  it  we  view  man  as 
he  ought  to  be,  not  as  he  is.  It  is  the  philosophy 
of  the  schools,  and  has  been  the  successful  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  ambition  to  root  up  empires 
arid  Leave  poor  human  nature  what  it  was.  One 
statesman  here  and  there  may  take  nature  for  his 
guide,  but  no  nation  that  ever  existed  is  suscepti- 
ble of  such  refinement.  No  human  efforts  can  ever 
abolish  slavery :  they  may  vary  it6  f<mn,  but  can 
never  terminate  it,  until  our  frail  nature  shall  be 
regenerated,  There  has  not  been  a  period  sinoe 
the  flo6d  in  whioh  slavery  did  not  prevail  in  every 
country  known  to  man.  It  prevailed  in  the  deserts 
of  Amoia,  and  it  prevailed  m  Imperial  Rome;  it 
prevailed  amongst  the  pa^ns  and  amongst  the 
bhristians.  Tb^e  was  a  wort  cessation  in  some 
few  countries  after  the  memorable  cmsade  of  the 
holy  land.  So  may  another  cessation  succeed  the 
crusade  now  preparing  for  your  own  country,  but 
it  will  be  only  momentary.  It  mar  last  till  the 
new  tyrant  gets  seated  on  lus  throne,  out  no  lonjger. 

New  Yoric  had  great  solicitude  on  this  sul^ect. 
Whilst  we  are  inquiring  into  the  constitutionality 
of  it,  the. honorable  Senator  from  that  State  has 
come  out  with  his  law  of  nature.  At  the  same 
time,  an  honorable  Representative  from  the  same 
State  had  submitted,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  resolution  for  a. general  emancipation. 
Was  this  the  mode  in  which  our  Northern  friends 
intended  to  manifest  their  moderation  ?  Was  this 
the  fraternal  embrace  which  should  press  us  to 
their  bosoms? 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Kmo)  speaks  of  the  bal- 
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ance  of  power.  He  thinks,  if  yoa  admit  Missoari 
without  restriction,  it  will  take  the  balance  of 
power  from  the  non-sbiTeholding  States,  (as  he  is 
pleased  to  call  them,)  which,  he  says,  tney  ought 
not  to  give  up  for  any  interest  whatever.  When 
the  Constitation  was  formed,  the  part  which  ap- 
portions the  balance  of  power  also  apportioned  the 
taxes.  The  Groyemment  then  wanted  money,  and 
there  were  no  objections  to  give  a  slave  represent- 
ation to  secure  the  taxes.  This  regulation  of 
Representatives  and  direct  taxes  was  a  Northern 
invention  entirely ;  and  if  the  gentleman  would 
look  into  the  journals  of  the  Convention,  he  would 
find  that  he  had  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  it 
himself.  When  this  source  of  revenue  b  no  longer 
necessary,  the  tune  is  turned,  and  the  cr^  is  for 
political  power.  They  want  more  Presidential 
votes.  This  was  the  ground  made  by  that  gentle- 
man last  session — ^that  the  slave  population  gave 
OS  twenty  Presidential  votes.  He  will  find  uSa  in 
his  written  speeches. 

Sir,  they  already  have  an  overwhelming  prepon- 
derance of  Presidential  votes.  Their  number  is 
one  hundred  and  four  to  seventy-six,  from  repre- 
sentation, and  an  equal  number  in  the  Senate ;  but 
the  misfortune  is,  they  do  not  all  subscribe  to  the 
same  political  principles ;  and  it  is  necessarv  to 
look  for  some  other  source  of  union.  Not  long 
since,  at  the  approach  of  a  Presidential  election, 
for  which  New  York  oflered  her  candidates,  the 
public  papers  of  that  State  announced  to  the  world, 
that  "  the  voice  of  the  great  State  of  New  York 
would  be  heard." 

Mr.  President,  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
have  not  divided  the  Qovernment  among  them- 
selves. No  State  amongst  them  had  yet  given  a 
President  or  Vice  President,  except  Virginia.  Mas- 
sachusetts had  had  her  President  and  two  Vice 
Presidents.  New  York,  it  was  true,  had  not  held 
the  highest  seat  in  the  synagogue,  but  had  given 
us  three  Vice  Presidents.  If  this  was  a  question 
of  power,  the  share  they  had  enjoyed  already  might 
satisfy  an  ordinary  ambition.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  haa  not  yet  adopted  the  principle  of 
some  of  the  ancients,  to  elect  for  their  chief  the 
tallest  man,  or  the  largest  man,  or  the  man  who 
could  shoot  best ;  nor  the  man  from  the  lar&^t 
State,  or  the  State  that  could  give  most  Presiden- 
tial votes ;  but  hitherto  had  elected  the  man  of  the 
greatest  wisdom,  who  associated  with  it  those 
political  principles  best  adapted  to  the  genius  and 
mterest  of  our  Republican  Government,  without 
any  regard  to  his  local  residence,  or  his  own  sup- 
posed merit  In  the  new  career  which  the  sen- 
Ueman  from  New  York  (Mr  King)  had  run,  he  had 
taken  another  ground  which  had  excited  iio  litde 
-surprise,  and  one  not  less  dangerous  than  any  in 
his  catalo^e.  It  was  the  foQowing:  He  said, 
'<  Upon  this  great  question,  we  ought  to  have  a  due 
regard  to  the  feelings  here,  and  to  the  excitement 
elsewhere."  To  this  he  added,  "  if  you  give  this 
indulgence  to  Missouri,  the  people  of  this  country 
will  not." 

The  gentleman  spoke  this  in  a  manner  a  little 
more  peculiar  than  ordinary.  It  would  seem  as  if 
he  expected  this  foreign  excitement  ought  to  have  I 


some  influence  on  the  Seqate.  He  (Mr.  Smith) 
had  on  a  former  day  given  his  opinion  on  this  for- 
eign excitement;  he  would  now  notice  it  again,  as 
it  had  come  from  a  statesman  of  high  standing. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  a  pleasure  in  avowing,  that  he 
believed  the  American  people  had  as  much  polit- 
ical honesty,  as  much  virtue,  and  as  much  patriot- 
ism, as  any  people  in  the  world,  and  were  as  ready 
to  correct  a  poutical  enror ;  but  they  were  easily 
misled.  Because  they  were  honest  themselv^ 
thc^  thought  everybody  else  so.  They  had  their 
rignts;  but  they  had,  by  their  own  Constitution, 
ddegated  their  right  of  legisktion  to  the  Conmss 
alone.  Why,  then,  are  we  so  often  told  of  the 
excitement  of  the  people  ?  Do  their  members  want 
this  auxiliary  aid  ?  Or  does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man firom  New  York  expect  to  open  a  campaign 
around  the  Capitol,  and  orUiff  here  the  sovereign 
people  to  vote  by  the  brandishing  of  arms,  as  the 
Gotns  and  Vandals  were  accustomed  to  do ;  destroy 
the  delegated  powers,  and  ento*  again  into  a  pore 
democracy  %  No,  sir,  that  gentleman  knows  too 
well  the  danser  of  such  tn  experiment*  Does  he 
mention  it,  ttien,  to  awe  your  ddiberatkms?  If 
he  did.  sir,  his  ^purpose  was  vain.  Mr.  S.  had 
himsdta  hi^h  regaru  for  public  opinion,  and  would 
alwayspay  it  due  homage :  but  he  knew  dieground 
on  wnich  he  stood,  and  would  never  bow  to  public 
menace. 

Mr.  S.  said,  as  several  gentlemoi,  and  especi- 
ally the  gentleman  from  New  York,  had  spoken  of 
the  excitement  of  the  people,  if  these  excitf^  people 
would  sufier  him  to  approach  them,  he  would 
speak  to  them  himself.  He  would  say — ^You,  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  and  Northern  Stales,  have 
been  taught  to  believe  we  are  hostile  to  your  inter- 
est and  happiness,  and  that  the  time  ha^l  now  ar- 
rived when  the  South  and  West  onsht  to  give  up 
the  Government,  and  let  you  share  the  public  hon- 
ors. He  would  ask  dien,  what  injuries  have  we 
done  you?  Or  what  boiefits  have  we  dqirived 
you  of?  When  you  complained  that  Grreat  Brit- 
ain refused  to  admit  you  to  share  in  carrying 
plaster  from  Nova  Sootia,  we  joined  you,  and 
passed  a  law  to  prohibit  the  plaster  altogether  until 
you  should  be  permitted  to  carry  also.  The  same 
evil  existed  in  the  West  Indies,  and  we  passed 
another  law  for  your  exclusive  benefit,  thnt  your 
ships  and  your  seamen  might  be  emf^o^ed.  The 
Southern  and  Western  people  had  no  interest  in 
either  of  these  laws,  but  are  great4osers  by  Uiem. 
What  have  you  done  for  us  ?  Not  a  single  thins, 
except  that  you  are  now  endeavoring  to  distm 
our  internal  peace. 

You,  the  people  are  tdd,  by  men  of  high  stand- 
ing, you  hold  in  your  hands  the  supreme  power. 
But  these  gentlemen  have  not  told  yoa  they  do 
not  intend  you  shall  use  this  power,  unless  when 
it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  yon  as  ihstrame&ts 
to  overturn  your  Government.  Turn  your  eyes  to 
the  French  Revolution,  and  yon  will  behold  a  de- 
I^orable  example.  The  French  people  were  told 
they  were  soverei^,  by  those  wno  were  looking 
at  the  Throne.  That  86vereign  people  were  ar- 
rayed in  battle  against  one  another,  until  the  most 
dreadftd  scenes  <?  blood  and  carnage  ensued.     By 
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this  time,  those  who  intended  to  profit  by  this  game 
were  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  sovereign  people,  and 
they  were  sent  off  to  war  in  Egypt.  A  counter- 
revolution succeeded,  and  the  sovereign  people 
were  still  chanted  nndl  they  became  troublesome, 
when  they  were  dispersed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
cannon.  And  here  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
ended,  and  the  Government  be^me  despotic. 

Upon  this  very  sovereignty  of  the  peof>le  that 
despotism  was  founded  which  knew  no  control. 
The  whole  nation  was  at  the  nod  of  one  man,  who 
were  sent  at  his  caprice  throughout  all  Europe  to 
fight  the  battles  of  mad  ambition,  until  that  power- 
M  nation  had  nobody  left-  but  boys  and  aged 
men.  Havoc  upread  itself  over  one  quarter  of 
the  globe,  until  its  fields  were  crimsoned  with  the 
bloc^  and  whitened  with  the  bones  of  the  sov- 
ereign people.  France  herself  has  been  obliged  to 
return  and  setlle  down  under  the  same  monarchy 
which  had  governed  her  for  ages ;  to  repair  her 
population,  and  raise  up  another  sovereign  people. 
And  what  has  been  the  fate  of  Europe?  Way, 
after  a  carnage  of  twenty-five  years,  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  the  soverei^  people 
are  faster  bound  in  the  cords  of  despotism  than 


ever. 


Look  into  the  distant  ages  of  antiquity,  and  you 
every  where  find  the  same  thing.  The  people, 
who  are  the  strength  and  ornament  of  a  nation, 
are  always  sovereign  until  the  tyrant  is  ready  to 
msp  the  sceptre ;  then  they  sink  to  vassals,  and 
DOW  in  homage  at  the  despot's  foot.  By  their  fiat 
empires  after  empires  have  been  swept  from  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  not  a  wreck  left  behind ;  if 
any,  it  was  only  one  of  misery  and  wretchedness ; 
and  from  no  other  cause  but  the  gentle  whispers 
of  ambition  that  they  held  the  supreme  power. 
You,  the  excited  [leople  of  the  North  ana  East, 
before  you  determine  to  shed  that  blood  which 
never  ofifended  you,  and  put  to  hazard  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  yoiir  countrv,  inquire  who 
IS  to  rule  after  a  civil  war  shall  end  ?  The  gen- 
tleman froin  New  York  has  frequently  spoken  of 
the  blood  which  our  fathers  shed.  It  here  and 
there  bedewed  a  little  spot.  It  was  a  war  for  our 
freedom  against  a  foreign  enemy.  The  war  which 
is  now  waging  for  you  is  one  among  ourselves. 
Civil  wars  are  profuse  in  blood.  They  originate 
from  causes  wnich  cannot  be  appeased  without 
it— the  j^ousiei  and  rivalries  of  wicked  men.  It 
was  felt  among  the  sons  of  Adam:  Cain  slew. his 
innocent  brother,  because  he  himself  could  not  ob- 
tain that  eminence  his  ambition  pointed  to. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  here  leave  the  people,  and 
would  pay  his  respects  once  more  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Kino.)  To  illustrate  hisprop- 
ositiou  for  restricting  Missouri,  he  had  mentioned 
for  our  information  the  famous  case  of  Somerset, 
decided  in  England.  Mr.  President,  this  Somerset 
was  a  black  slave,  landed  in  England,  and  upon  a 
question  made  befor^  Lord  Mansfield,  he  decided 
that  Somerset  was  a  free  man.  For,  said  he,  the 
moment  he  landed  in  England,  the  obligation  to 
bis  master  was  cancelled,  because  me  air  of 
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England  was  too  pure  for  slavery  to  breathe  in. 
We  had  heard  so  much  of  English  liberty,  and 
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the  reproaches  to  which  we  were  subject  from 
Europeans  for  tolerating  slavery  among  i«b,  that 
he  would  inquire  whether  the  Eiuropeans  were  en- 
tirely free  from  reproach  themselves.  Were  we 
to  take  the  case  of  Somerset  alone,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  done,  we  might  reasonably  suppose  that 
England  was  the  great  champion  of  civil  libcarty. 
But  look  at  the  immemorial  practice  of  the  press- 
gangs,  who  sweep  off  hundreds  of  the  ^tf>or  of  a 
nights-dragged  from  their  starving  ^milies,  and 
thrust  aboard  their  ships  of  war.  Look  at  their 
West  India  Islands ;  they  are  as  full  of  African 
slaves  as  they  can  hold.  They  hhd  imported 
them  as  long  as.  they  could  find  a  spot  to  set  their 
feet  on. 

If  their  own  subjects  peaceably  ^assembled  to 
devise  means  for  a  constitutional  reform,  the  mili- 
tary .are  ordered  out,  and  they  are  butcnered  and 
trampled  down  like  so  many  wild  beasts.  The 
late  scene  at  Manchester  is  a  memoraUe  instance. 
The  Prince  Regent,  in  his  speech  to  Parliament, 
calk  this  effort  of  his  subjects  ibr  a  constitutional 
reform,  ^*  treason  and  impiety ;"  and  says,  "itia 
'  from  the  cultivation  of  the  principles  of^religkm, 
'  and  from  a  just  subcNrdination  to  lawful  authority, 
'  that  we  can  alone  expect  the  continuance  of  that 
'  Divine  favor  and  protection  which  have  hitherto 
'  been  so  signally  experienced  by  the  kingdom." 

We  know  the  religion  of  that  Prince  is  exem- 
plary. We  know  it  has  been  the  policy  of  that 
nation  over  which  he  rules  to  style  itsdr  the  bttl- 
wark  of  religion  and  of  civil  liberty.  .They  go 
together :  and  whilst  he  is  binding  closer  the  fet* 
ters  of  slavery  on  his  subjects  at  home,  he  is  en- 
deavoring, by  his  and  our  pious  missionaries,  to  fix 
the  yoke  of  slaverv  on  all  Asia,  He  had  already 
subjugated  more  tnan  seventy  millions  of  that  un- 
happy people,  and  was  still  extending  his  con- 
quests l^  every  artifice.  If  the  people  resist  they 
are  treated  as  rebels.  The  wretches  are  excited  to 
disaffectiqn,  and  are  subjected  to  the  gibbet  as  a 
means  of  easier  conquest.  A  faint  picture  ot  their 
condition*  is  seen  in  the  following  London  ac- 
count 'r 

**  LoKBoar,  Nov.  S3« — Acoording  to  advices  lately 
received  from  China,  through  Mr.  Milne,  of  the  Lon- 
don Missionary  Soeiety,  a  genersl  iigitaUon  through- 
oat  that  vast  empire  threatens  to  destroy  the  moat 
aneient  G)»vcmnient  in  the  world.  Secret  socieliea 
are  said  to  be  establiihed  throughoat  Chins;  which  a 
formidable  severity  has  been  anable  to  sappreu.  In 
the  single  province  of  Canton,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  per  month  have,  for  some  time  past,  perished 
under  the  hands  of  the  executioner." 

The  Bible,  which  some  of  our  friends  tells  us 
was  made  only  for  the  Jews,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  had  laid  aside,  to  give  way 
to  the  laws  of  nature,  was  in  <^hina,,  bv  the  au- 
thority of  the  English  Government,  transkted  into 
^very  language  m  that  extensive  empire;  and 
however  ignorant  of  its  benign  character,  they  are 
obliged  to  adopt  it  as  their  creed.  It  is  denounced 
in  this  Senate  as  not  suiled  to  the  policy  of  our 
times ;  England  has  sent  it  to  China  to  pave  the 
way  to  conquest.  It  has  become  like  old  goods ; 
when  unfashionable  in  one  mairket,  it  ts  transported 
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to  another,  to  meet  new  admirers.  What  €k>d 
gave  to  man  as  the  rule  of  his  morality  and  reli* 
gion,  has  in  all  nations,  in  this  shape  or  that,  been 
eonrerted  into  the  means  of  his  oppression  and 
demdation. 

Sf  r.  S.  said  he  had  intended  to  avoid  any  remarks 
on  the  policy  or  religion  of  anv  other  countrv ;  but 
it  had  been  forced  on  him  by  tne  constant  aliasioas 
of  gentlemen  in  die  Senate,  in  their  ailments 

Spamst  slayerv.  It  is,  we  are  told,  considered  in 
urope  as  a  blot  on  our  national  character ;  and, 
to  us,  their  re]Mroaches  are  very  painful.  His 
friend  fVom  liilassachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  whom  he 
delighted  to  honor,  had  made  a  broad  appeal.  He 
had  asked,  "what  he  should  do  if  he  should  travel 
into  England,  France,  or  Spain  ?"  He  -says,  in 
answer  to  himself,  "ne  should  be  told  he  had 
come  from  a  land  of  tyrants  instead  of  a  land  of 
'  liberty ;  his  country  was  a  land  of  oppreasioiL 
^  fiibricating  manacles  and  chains  for  slaves !'' 
His  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  had 
giren  the  gentleman  a  sufficient  passport  already, 
to  secure  ms  comfort  beyond  the  Atlantic  ;  but  he 
would  himsdf  help  him  to  further  credentials. 
For  France  he  could  not  i  there  the  gentleman 
must  depend  upon  his  own  accomplished  manners. 
In  all  the  slave  trade  which  had  been  carried  en 
by  the  shipping  of  the  British,  Spanlnh,  Portuguese, 
and  of  our  own  Northern  and  fiastem  States,  and 
which  thev  were  all  now  carrying  on  with  a  ni|fh 
hand,  in  tne  West  Indies,  and  every  other  port  m 
the  world,  where  they  could  be  received,  France 
had  no  share.  Industry,  tranquillity,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  hap^ness/seemed  now  to  govern  her,  under 
the  administration  of  a  mild  monarchy,  without 
invading  the  happiness  of  other  nations.  And  | 
since  the  struggle  for  power  amongst  her  dema- 
gogues had  ceased,  she  was  happy.  But  if  the 
Eintleman  should  visit  Spain,  nothing  could  f^ive 
m  a  kinder  reception  than  a  cargo  of  African 
slaves.    Spain  had  lately  sold  out  her  righf  of  im- 

Sortation  to  Great  Britain ;  therefore,  he  had  no 
oubt,  if  the  ffentieman  would  sail  in  one  of  the 
New  Enffland  ships  now  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  with  a  good  caroo  of  daves,  he  might  pass 
himself  as  a  true  Catholic. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  Naples,  which  forms  not 
only  a  little  spot  on  this  globe,  but  a  mere  speck 
among  neighboring  nations,  has  been  making  her 
peace  with  the  Court  of  Brazils,  by  the  sale  ^gal- 
fey-shives.  He  would  read  it  from  a  late  London 
paper: 

"  LoxDoir,  Dee.  20— The  Court  of  Napl«i  has  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  that  of  Brazils,  for  placing  at  the 
diapaaal  of  the  latter,  two  thouaand  galUy-slaTea. 
After  getting  rid  of  the  almve  nuiuher,  there  will  atilt 
remain  five  thooaand  galley -ale  vi*a  in  the  Neapolitan 
dnminiona." 

These  were  not  African  slaves,  but  galley-slaves; 
apart  of  themselves,  and  their  destinjr  to  be  <ihained 
to  the  oar  for  life.  Should  the  gentleman  wish  to 
extend  his  travels  to  the  new  continent,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  their  Portuguese  Majesties,  he  would  ad- 
vise him  to  take  a  cargo  of  galley-slaves.  It  could 
not  fail  to  make  him  a  welcomp  guest. 

If  we  ezaftiine  the  history  of  England,  from  the 


days  of  Julias  Csesnr,  we  shall  find  every  page 
stained  with  blood.  That  is  the  country  from 
which  the  most  bitter  reproaches  have  issued 
afiainst  slavery.  If  the  gentleman  vrished  to  be 
kmdly  received  there,  and  to  avoid  these  foul  re- 
proaches, ^  that  his  countrymen  were  hypocrites, 
and  his  country  a  land  of  oppression,  fabricating 
manacles  and  cnains  for  slaves,"  he  could  appease 
that  indignation  by  presenting  to  His  Maiesty  a 
ship-load  of  impressed  seamen,  no  matter  of  wnat 
country,  for  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations 
to  take  them  wheresoever  you  can  find  them  on 
the  high  seas.  England  nas  ceased  to  enslave 
men,  unless  it  is  in  this  way ;  they  have  latterly 
found  it  more  jHTofitable  to  enslave  nations. 

Mr.  Lloyu,  of  Maryland,  followed  <m  the  same 
side,  and  also  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kmo ;  and  spoJke 
nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  PiNKMflY  obtained  the  floor  for  to-monow; 
and  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TuBSDAT,  February  15. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  WU- 
liam  McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDon- 
ald, deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  nassed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether 
Shipley,  administrator  of  Thomas  Buckminster, 
late  lieutenant  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  the 
United  States*  infantry,"  was  read  a  third  time,  a& 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  "for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  holding  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  district  of  Ohio,  at  Columbus,  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment for  said  State,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

TJie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  information  rda- 
tively  to  the  securities  giv«j  by  certain  ofllcers  of 
the  Government;  and  the  further  consideratieo 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  B. 
White  and  company,  of  Savannah,  stating  that 
they  are  largely  indebted  to  the  United  States  on 
bonds  for  duties  on  nierchandise  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  praying  that  said  bonds  may  be  cancelled; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  ana  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Edward 
De  Krafilt,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  proposing 
to  publish  an  edition  of  the  journal  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, and  soliciting  the  patronage  of  Congress ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

TH£  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mtsiouri  question. 
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Mr.  PiifKNEY.  of  Marrlandy  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  nearly  three  iiourft  against  the  restric- 
tion, and  in  ren|y  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Knro,  of 
New  York.    His  speech  is  as  follotrs : 

Mr.  Presidoit:  As  I  am  not  a  very  frequent 
speaker  in  this  Assembly,  and  hare  shown  a  de- 
sire, I  trust,  rather  to  listen  to  the  wisdom  of  others 
thaa  fo  lay  claim  to  superior  knowledge  hj  under- 
taking to  advise,  even  when  advice,  by  being  sea- 
sonable in  poin^of  time,  might  have  some  cnanoe 
of  being  profitable,  you  will,  perhaps,  bear  with  me 
if  I  venture  to  trouble  you  once  more  on  that  eter- 
BflJ  subject  which  has'  lingered  here,  until  all  its 
■atural  interest  is  exhausted,  and  every  topic  con- 
nected with  it  is  literally  worn  to  tatters.  I  shall, 
I  assure  yon,  sir,  speak  with  laudable  brevi^— not 
BMffely  on  account  of  the  feeble  state  of  my  health, 
and  £rom  scmw  reverence  for  the  laws  of  good  taste 
which  forbid  me  to  speak  otherwise,  but  also  from 
a.  sense  of  justice  to  those  wha  honor  me  with 
their  attention.  Mjr  single  purpose,  as  I  suggested 
yesterday,  is  to  subject  to  a  friendly,  yet  close  e^ 
amination,  some  portions  of  a  speech,  imposing 
Certainly  on  account  of  the  distinguisned  quarter 
from  whence  it  came— not  Mry  imposing,  if  I  may  so 
say,  without  departing  from  that  respect  which  I 
sincerely  feel  and  intend  to  manifest  for  eminent 
abilitieB  and  long  experience,  for  any  a(Asr  reason. 

1  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  about  as  likely 
to  retract  an  opinion  which  I  have  formed  as  any 
member  of  this  body,  who,  being  a  lover  of  truth, 
inquires  after  it  with  diligence  before  he  imagines 
that  he  has  found  it;  but  i  suspect  that  we  are  all 
ftf  us  so  constituted  as  that  neither  axsument  nor 
dechtmatiop,  levelled  a^inst  recorded  and  pubn- 
iished  decision,  can  easily  discover  a  ptaoticahle 
avenue  dirough  which  he  may  hope  to  reach  either 
our  heads  or  our  hearts.  I  mention  this  lest  it  may 
excite  surprise,  when  I  take  the  liberty  to  ad^ 
that  the  sneech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  f^om 
New  York,  upon  the  great  subject  with  which  it 
was  principally  occupied,  has  left  me  as  great  an 
infidel  as  it  found  me.    It  is  possible^  indeed,  that 
it  I  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  hear  that  speech 
.  at  an  earlier  stage  of  this  debate,  when  all  was 
fresh  and  new,  although  I  feel  confident  that  the 
analysis  which  it  contained  of  the  Constitation.  il- 
lustrated as  it  was  by  historical  anecdote  rather  than 
fay  reasoning,  woula  have  been  just  as  ansatisftie- 
tory  to  me  then  as  it  is  now,I  mt^t  not  have  been 
altogether  unmoved  by  those  warnmgs  of  appsoaeh- 
ina  evil  which  it  seemed  to  inttmate^  espeeiaBy 
when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  observations  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman  on  a  preefedingday, 
''that  dchiys  in  disposing  of  this  subject  in  the 
oumner  he  desires  aredai^;(rons,  and  that  we  stand 
tm  stippery  ^und."    I  must  be  permitted,  how- 
ever, (speaking  only  for  mysdf,)  to  say  that  the 
hour  of  dismav  is  passed.    I  have  heard  the  tones 
of  the  larum  bell  on  all  sides,  until  they  have  be- 
come familiar  to  my  ear,  and  have  lost  their  power 
to  vppal,  if,  indeed^  they  ever  possessed  it.    Not* 
wittoanding  occasional  appearances  of  rather  an 
unfavorable  description,  i  nave  long  since  per- ' 
snaded  mjself  that  the  Missouri  question,  asit  is 
called,  migk}  be  laid  to  iwt,'With  innoeenee  and 


safety,  by  some  conciliatDry  compromise  at  least, 
by  which,  as  is  our  duty,  we  might  reconcile  the 
extremes  of  conflicting  views  and  fedtngs,  without 
any  sacrifice  of  Constitutional  principle;  and  in 
any  event,  that  the  Union  would  easily  and  tri- 
unmhandy  emerge  from  those  portentous  clouds 
wim  which  this  controversy  is  supposed  to  have 
environed  it 

I  confess  to  yon,  nevertheless,  that  some  of  the 
prinoiples  annoimced  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kino,  >  with  an  tt^icitness 
that  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  his  candor,  did, 
when  they  were  first  presefited,  startle  me  not  a 
little.  They  were  not,  perhaps,  entirely  new.  Per- 
haps I  had  seen  them  liefore  m  some  shadowy  and 
doubtful  shape, 

'  If  shape  it  migbt  be  called,  tbat  shape  had  none 
Distioguisbable  in  member.  Joint,  or  limb. 

But  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech  they 
were  shadowy  and  doubtful  no  longer.  He  exhib- 
ited them  in  forms  so  boldly  and  accuiataly  de- 
fined, with  contours  so  distinctly  traced,  with  lea- 
tures  so  pronounced  and  striking,  that  I  was  tm- 
conseious  for  a  moment  that  tSey  might  be  old 
acquaintances.  I  received  them  as  n9vi  toojuYw 
within  these  walls,  and  gaaed  upon  them  witi&  as- 
tonishment and  alarm.  I  have  recovered,  how- 
ever, thank  God,  from  this  paroxysm  of  tenor, 
although  not  from  that  of  astonishment.  I  have 
sought  and  found  tranquillity  and  courage  in  my 
former  consolatory  faith.  My  reliance  is  that  these 
principles  will  obtain  no  general  currency ;  for,  if 
they  should,  it  requires  no  gloomy  imagination  to 
sadden  the  peippeotive  of  the  future.  My  reUanee 
is  upon  the  unsc^histicated  good  sense  and  oMt 
^rit  of  the  American  people.  I  have  what  I  may 
be  allowed  to  call  a  proud  and  patriotic  tnist,  that 
they  will  give  countenance  to  no  principles  whiclu 
if  followed  out  to  tiieir  obvious  conseouenoes,  w^ 
not  only  shake  the  goodly  fabric  of  me  Union  to 
its  fbuadation.  but  reduce  it  to  a  melancholy  ruin. 
The  people  or  this  country,  if  I  do  not  wholly  mis- 
take their  chamcter,  are  wise  as  well  as  virtuous. 
They  Itnow  the  value  of  that  Federal  assodiatioa 
which  is  to  them  the  single  pledge  and  gnarantee 
of  power  and  peace.  Ti^  warm  and  piois  affee- 
tions  will  cling  to.  it  as  to  their  only  hope  of  proa- 
perity  and  happiness,  in  defiance  of  pemieious  ab- 
stractions, by  wnomsoever  inculcated,  or  howsoever 
seductive  and  alluring  in  th^ir  aspect. 

Sir,  it  is  not  an  occasion  like  this,  although  con- 
nected, as  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation  it 
has  been,  with  fearful  and  disorganiaiiig  theories, 
which  would  make  our  estimates,  whether  fanoifiu 
or  sound,  of  natural  law,  the  measure  of  civil  rights 
and  political  sovereignty  in  the  social  state,  that 
can  harm  the  Union.  It  must  indeed  be  a  nughlr 
storm  that  can  push  from  its  moorings  this  sacrea 
bark  of  the  common  safety.  It  is  not  every  tri- 
fling breeze,  however  it  may  be  made  to  sob  and 
howl  in  inutation  of  the  tempest^  by  the  auxiliary 
breath  of  the  ambitious,  the  timid,  or  the  discon- 
tented, that  can  drive  tms  gallant  v^sel,  freighted 
with  every  thing  that  ia  dear  to  an  American  boo- 
om,upon  the  rocks,  or  lay  it  a  sheer  hntt  upon  the 
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ocean.  I  may,  perhaps,  mistake  the  flattering  sug- 
gestions of  hope,  (the  greatest  of  all  flatterers,,  as 
we  are  told,)  tor  the  conclusions  of  sober  reason. 
Yet  it  is  a  pleasing  error,  if  it  be  an  error,  and  no 
man  shall  take  it  from  me.  I  will  continue  to 
cherish  the  belief,  in  defiance  of  the  public  patron- 
ace  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  with  more  than  his  ordinary  zeal  and  solem- 
nity, to  deadly  speculations  which,  invoking  the 
name  of  God  to  aid  their  faculties  for  mischief, 
strike  at  aU  establishments,  that  the  union  of  these 
States  is  formed  to  bear  up  against  far  {preater 
shocks  than,  through  all  vicissitudes,  it  is  ever 
likely  to  encounter,  t  will  continue  to  cherish  the 
belief  that,  although  like  all  other  human  institu- 
tions, it  may  for  a  season  be  disturbed,  or  suffer 
momentary  eclipse  by  the  transit  across  its  disk  of 
some  malignant  planet,  it  possesses  a  recuperative 
force,  a  redeeming  energy  m  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  will  soon  restore  it  to  its  wonted  calm  and 
give  it  back  its  accustomed  splendor.  On  such  a 
sub^t  I  will  discard  all  hysterical  apprehensions, 
I  will  deal  in  no  sinister  auguries,  I  will  indulge 
in  no  hypochondriacal  forebodings.  I  will  look  for- 
ward to  the  future  with  gay  and  cheerful  hope ; 
and  will  make  the  prospect  smile,  in  fancy  at  least, 
until  overwhelming  reality  shall  render  it  no  longer 
possible. 

I  have  said  thus  much,  sir,  in  order  that  I  may 
be  understood  as  meeting  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion as  a  mere  question  of  interpretation,  and  as 
disdaining  to  press  into  the  service  of  my  argu- 
ment upon  it  prophetic  fears  of  any  sort,  however 
they  may  be  countenanced  by  an  avowal,  formi- 
dable by  reason  of  the  high  reputation  of  tne  indi- 
vidual by  whom  it  has  been  hazarded,  of  senti- 
ments the  most  destructive*  which,  if  not  borrowed 
from,  are  identical  with,  tne  worst  visions  of  the 
political  philosophy  of  France  wheli  all  the  ele- 
ments of  discord  and  misrule  were  let  loose  upon 
'that  devoted  nation.  I  mean  "  the  infinite  perfec- 
tibility of  man  and  his  institutions,"  and  the  reso- 
lution of  evcary  thin^  into  a  state  of  nature.  I  have 
another  motive  which,  at  the  risk  of  beins  miscon- 
strued, I  will  declare  without  reserve.  With  my 
convictions,  and  with  my  feelings,  I  never  will 
consent  to  nold  confederated  America  as  bound 
l^ether  by  a  silken  cord,  which  any  instrument 
ofmischiet  may  sever,  to  the  view  of  monarchical 
foreigners,  who  look  with  a  Jealous  eye  upon  that 
glorious  experiment  which  is  now  in  progress 
amongst  us  m  favor  of  republican  freedom.  Let 
them  make  such  prophecies  as  they  will,  and  nour- 
ish such  feelings  as  they  may :  I  will  not  contri- 
bute to  the  fulfilment  of  the  former,  nor  minister 
to  the  ^tification  of  the  latter. 

Sir,  It  was  but  the  other  day  that  we  were  for- 
bidden (properly  forbidden,  I  am  sure,  for  the  pro- 
hibition came  from  you)  to  assume  that  there  ex- 
isted any  intention  to  impose  a  prospective  restraint 
on  the  domestic  legislation  of  Missouri — a  restraint 
to  act  upon  it  contemporaneously  with  its  origin  as 
a  State,  and  to  continue  adhesive  to  it  through  all 
the  stages  of  its  political  existence.  We  are  now, 
however,  permitted  to  know  that  it  is  determined 
bf  a  sort  of  political  surgery  to  amputate  one  of 


the  limbs  of  its  local  sovereignty,  and  thtLs  man- 
gled and  disparaged,  and  thus  only,  to  receive  it 
into  the  bosom  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  now 
avowed  that  while  Maine  is  to  be  ushered  into  the 
Union  with  every  possible  demonstration  of  stu- 
dious reverence  on  our  part,  and  on  hers  with  col- 
ors flyinff,  and  all  the  other  graceful  accompani> 
ments  of  honorable  triumph,  this  ill-conditioned 
upstart  of  the  West,  this  obscure  foundling  of  a 
wilderness  that  was  but  yesterday  the  hunting 
ground  of  the  savage,  is  to  find  her  way  into  the 
Amencan  family  as  she  can,  with  a  humiliating 
badge  of  remediless  inferiority  patched  upon  her 
garments,  with  the  mark  of  recent  qualified  man- 
umission upon  her,  or  rather  with  a  brand  upon 
her  forehead  to  tcil  the  story  of  her  territorial  vas- 
salage, and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  her  eril 
propensities.  It  is  now  avowed  that,  vriiile  the 
robust  District  of  Maine  is  to  be  seated  by  the  side 
of  her  truly  respectable  parent,  co-ordinate  in  au- 
thority ana  honor,  and  is  to  be  dandled  into  that 
power  and  dignity  of  which  she  does  not  stand  in 
need,  but  which  undoubtedly  she  deserves,  the 
more  infantine  and  feeble  Missouri  is  to  be'repel- 
led  with  harshness,  and  forbidden  to  come  at  all, 
unless  with  the  iron  collar  of  servitude  about  her 
neck,  instead  of  the  civic  crown  of  republican  free- 
dom upon  her  brows,  and  is  to  be  doomed  for  ever 
to  leaoing  striiup,  unless  she  will  exchangee  those 
leading  strings  for  shackles. 

I  am  told  tnat  ydu  have  the  power  to  establish 
this  odious  and  revolting  distinction,  and  I  am  re- 
ferred for  the  proofs  of  tnat  power  to  various  parts 
of  the  Constitution,  but  principally  to  that  part  of 
it  which  authorizes  the  admission  of  new  States 
into  the  Union.  1  am  myself  of  opinion  that  it  is 
in  thai  part  only  that  the  advocates  for  this  restric- 
tion can,  with  any  hope  of  success,  apply  for  a 
license  to  oppose  it,  and  that  the  efforts  which 
have  been  made  to  nnd  it  in  other  portions  of  that 
instrument,  are  vtoo  desperate  to  require  to  be  en- 
countered. I  shall,  however,  examine  those  other 
portions  before  I  have  done,  lest  it  should  be  sup- 
posed by  those  who  have  relied  upon  them,  that 
what  I  omit  to  answer  I  bdieve  to  be  unanswer- 
able. 

The  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to 
the  admission  of  new  States  is  in  these  words : 
"^he  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union,"  d^.,  and  the  advocates  fi>r  restriction 
in^i*it%if^  that  the  use  of  the  word  "^  may"  imports 
discretion  to  admit  or  to  reject ;  and  that  in  this 
discretion  is  wrapped  up  another— that  of  prescri- 
bing the  terms  and  conditions  of  admission  in  case 
you  are  willing  to  admit  Gu^  est  dart  efus  at 
diaponere,  I  will  not  for  the  present  inquire  whe- 
ther this  involred  discretion  to  dictate  the  terms 
of  admission  belongs  to  you  or  not  It  is  fit  that 
I  should  first  look  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  it. 

I  think  I  may  assume  that  if  such  a  power  be 
any  thing  but  nominal,  it  is  much  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  present  object ;  that  it  is  a  power  of 
vast  expansion,  to  which  human  sagacity  can  as- 
sign no  reasonable  limits ;  that  is  a  capacious  res- 
ervoir of  Authority,  fioin  which  you  may  take,  in 
aU  time  to  come,  as  oceasicm  may  serve,  the  means 


393 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


394 


Fbbruart,  1830. 


Admig$ion  of  Madne  and  MUsouri, 


Senatb« 


of  oppresdon  as  well  as  of  benefaction.  I  know 
that  it  professes  at  this  moment  to  be  the  chosen 
instrmnent  of  protecting  mercy,  and  would  win 
upon  us  by  its  benignant  smiles ;  bat  I  know,  too, 
it  can  firown  and  play  the  tyrant,  if  it  be  so  dis- 
posed. Notwithstanding  the  softness  which  it  now 
assumes,  and  the  care  with  which  it  conceals  its 
giant  proportions  beneath  the  deceitful  drapery  of 
sentiment,  when  it  next  appears  before  you  it  may 
show  its^  with  a  sterner  countenance  and  in 
more  awftil  dimensions.  It  is^  to  speak  the  truth, 
sir,  a  power  of  colossal  size ;  if,  indeed,  it  be  not 
an  abuse  o£  lan^age  to  call  it  by  the  oentle  name 
of  a  power.  Sir,  it  is  a  wilderness  of  powers,  of 
which  fancy,  in  her  happiest  mood,  is  unable  to 
perceive  the  far  distant  and  shadowy  boundary. 
Armed  with  such  a  pow»,  with  religion  in  one 
hand  and  philanthropy  in  the  other,  and  followed 
with  a  goodly  train  or  public  and  prirate  virtues, 
you  may  achieve  more  conquestsover  sovereignties, 
not  your  own,  tlian  tails  to  the  common  lot  oTeven 
uncommon  ambition:  By  the  aid  of  such  a  pow- 
et,  skilfully  employed,  you  may  "  bridge  your  way" 
over  the  Hellespont  tnat  separates  State  legisla- 
tion from  that  of  Congress ;  and  you  may  do  so 
for  pretty  much  the  same  purpose  with  which 
Xerxes  once  bridged  his  way  acrpss  the  Helles- 
pont, that  separates  Asia  from  Burope.  He  did 
so,  in  the  language  of  Milton,  '^  the  liberties  of 
Greece  to  yoke."  You  may  do  so  for  the  analo- 
gous purpose  of  subjugating  and  reducing  the  sov- 
ereignties of  States,  as  your  taste  or  convenience 
may  sosgest,  and  fashioning  them  to  your  impe- 
rial will.  There  are  those  m  this  House  who  ap- 
pear to  think,  and  I  doubt  not  sincerely,  that  the 
particular  restraint  now  under  consideration  is 
wise,  and  benevolent,  and  good:  wise  as  respects 
the  Union,  good  as  respects  Missouri,  benevolent 
as  respects  the  unhappy  victims  whom,  with  a 
novel  jcindness,  it  would  incarcerate  in  the  South, 
and  bless  by  decay  and  octirpation.  Let  all  such 
beware,  lest  in  their  desire  for  the  effect  which 
they  b^eve  the  restriction  will  produce,  they 
are  too  easily  satisfied  diat  they  have  the  right 
to  impose  it.  The  moral  beauty  of  the  present 
purpose,  or  even  its  political  recommenuations, 
(whatever  they  may  be^  can  do-nothing  for  a 
power  like  this,  which  claims  to  prescribe  condi- 
tions ad  UbUmHy  and  to  btf  competent  to  this  pur- 
fKise,  because  it  is  competent  to  all.  This  restric- 
tion, if  it  be  not  smothered  in  its  birth,  will  be  but 
a  small  part  of  the  progeny  of  that  prolific  power. 
It  teems  with  a  mighty  brood,  of  wnich  this  may 
be  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  comeliness  as  well 
as  of  primo^niture.  The  rest  may  vrant  the 
boasted  lovelmess  of  their  predece8sor,'and  be  ieven 
uglier  than  '^  Lapland  witches." 

Perhaps,  sir,  you  wiU  permit  me  to  remind  you 
that  it  IS  alinost  always  in  company  with  those 
considerations  that  interest  the  heart  in  some  way 
or  other,  that  encroachment  steals  into  the  worla. 
A  bad  purpose  throws  no  veil  over  .the  licenses  of 
power.  It  leaves  them  to  be  seen  as  they  are.  It 
aflObffds  them  no  protection  from  the  inquiring  eye 
of  jealousy.  The  dimger  is,  when  a^treraendous 
diacreCKMilike  the  present  is  attempted  to  be  as- 


sumed, as  on  this  occasion,  in  thtf'names  of  pity^  of 
religion,  of  national  honor,  and  national  prosperity; 
when  encroachment  tricks  itself  out  in  the  robes 
of  piety  or  humanity,  or  addresses  itsdf  to  pride  of 
country,  with  all  its  kindred  passions  and  motives. 
It  is  then  that  the  guardians  of  the  Constitution 
are  apt  to  slumber  on  their  w^tch,  or,  if  awake,  to 
mistake  for  lawful  rule  some  pernicious  arroga- 
tion  of  power. 

I  would  not  discourage  authorized  legislation 
upon  those  kindly,  generous,  and  noble  feelings, 
which  Providence  has  given  to  us  for  the  best  of 
purposes;  but  when  power  toad  is  under  discus- 
sion, I  will  not  looK  to  the  end  in  view,  lest  I 
should  becotne  indifferent  to  the  lawfulness  of  the 
means.  Let  us  discard  from  this  high  Constitu- 
tional question,  all  those  extrinsic  considerations 
which  have  been  forced  into  its  discussion.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  approach  it  with  a  philosophic  im- 
pikrtiality  of  tempter,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  ascer- 
tain the  boundaries  of  our  authority,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  keep  our  wishes  in  subjection  to  our 
alleffiance  to  the  Constitution. 

Slavery,  we  are  told  in  many  a  pamphlet,  me- 
morial, and  speech,  with  which  the  press  Ms  lately 
groaned,  is  a  foul  blot  upon  our  otnerwise  imma- 
culate reputation.  Let  tnis  be  conceded — ^yet  you 
are  no  nearer  than  before  to  the  conclusion  that 
you  possess  power  which  may  deal  with  other  sub- 
jects as  effectually  as  with  this.  Slavery,  we  arc 
further  told,  witn  some  pomp  of  metaphor,  is  a 
canker  at  the  root  of  all  that  is  excellent  in  this 
republican  empire,  a  pestilent  disease  that  is  snatch- 
ing the  youthful  bloom  from  its  cheek,  prostrating 
its  honor  and  withering  its  strength.  Be  it  so — 
yet  if  you  have  power  to  medicine  to  it  in  the  way 
proposed,  and  in  virtue  of  the  diploma  which  you 
claim,  you  have  also  power  in  the  distribution  of 
your  political  alexipharmics  to  present  the  dead- 
liest drugs  to  every  Territory  that  would  become 
a  State,  and  bid  it  drink  or  remain  a  colony  for- 
ever. Slavery,  we  are  also  told,  is  now  "  rolling 
onward  with  a  rapid  tide  towards  the  boundless 
regions  of  the  West,"  threatisning  to  doom  them  to 
sterility  and  sorrow,  unless  some  potent  voice  can 
say  to  it,  thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  farther. 
Slavery  engenders  pride  and  indolence  in  him  who 
commands,  and  inflicts  intellectual  and  moral  de- 
gradation on  him  who  serves.  Slavery,  in  fine,  is 
unchristian  and  abominable.  Sir,  I  shall  not  stop 
to  deny  that  slavery  is  all  this  and  more;  but  1 
shall  not  think  myself  the  less  authorized  to  deny 
that  it  is  for  you  to  stay  the  course  of  this  dark  tor- 
rent, by  opposing  to  it  a  mound  raised  up  by  die 
labors  of  this  portentous  discretion  on  the  domain 
of  others;  a  mound  which  you  cannot  erect  but 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  trespass  of  no 
ordinary  kind — ^not  the  comparatively  innocent 
trespass  that  beats  down  a  lew  blades  of  grass 
which  the  first  kind  sun  or  the  next  rdresnins^ 
shower  may  cause  to  spring  a£;ain — but  t^iat  whicn 
levds  with  the  ground  the  lordliest  trees  of  the 
forest,  and  claims  immortality  for  the  destruction 
whicn  it  inflicts. 

I  ^all  not,  I  am  sure^  be  told  that  I  exaggerate 
this  power.    It  has  been  admitted  here  ana  else- 
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where  tbat  I  do  not  But  I  want  no  sach  conces- 
sion. It  i&  manifest  that,  aa  a  discretionary  power, 
it  is  every  thin^  or  nothing;  that  its  head  is  in  the 
doods,  or  that  it  is  a  mere  figment  of  enthusiastiG 
specolation;  that  it  has  no  existence,  or  that  it  is 
aa  alarming  vortex  ready  to  swallow  up  all  such 
portions  of  the  sovereignty  of  an  infant  State  83 
ou  may  think  fit  to  cast  mto  it  as  preparatory  to 
the  introduction  into  the  Union  of  the  miserablie 
residue.  No  man  can  contradict  me  when  I  say 
that,  if  you  have  this  power,  you  may  squeeze 
down  a  neW-horn  sovereign  State  to  tbe  size  of  a 
pigmv,  and  then  taking  it  between  £n^  and 
thumb,  stick  ^  into  some  nitch  of  the  Umon,  fmd 
still  continue,  by  wav  of  ppiockery,  to  call  it  a  Slale 
in  the  sense  of  the  Cfonstituition.  You  may  .waste 
it  to  a  shadow,  and  then  introduce  it  into  the  soci- 
ety of  flesh  and  blood,  an  object  of  scorn  and  dm- 
aion*  You  may  sweat  and  reduce  it  to  a  thing  of 
skin  and  bone,  and  then  nkace  the  ominous  skele- 
ton beside  the  ruddy  and  nealthful  members  df  the 
Union,  that  it  may  have  leisure  to  mourn  the  lam- 
entable difference  between  itself  and  its  compan- 
ions, to  Iffood  over  its  disastrous  promotion,  and  to 
seek,  in  justifiable  discontent,  an  opnortunitv  for 
separation^  and  insurrection,  and  rebelHon.  What 
mav  you  not  do  by  dexterity  and  perseverance^ 
witn  tJus  terrific  power  ?  You  may  give  to  a  new 
State,  in  the  form  of  terms  which  it  cannot  refuse, 
(«£  I  shall  show  you  here^ter,)  a  statute  book  of 
a  thousand  volumes,  providing  not  fpr  ordinary 
cases  oply,  but  even  ibr  possibilities ;  voii  may  lay 
the  yoke,  no  matter  whether  li^ht  or  neavy,  upon 
the  necks  of  the  latest  posterity ;  you  may  send 
this  searching  power  into  every  hamlet  for  centu- 
ries, to  come,  by  laws  enacted  m  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, and  regulating  all  those  dear  relations  of 
domestic  concern  which  belong  to  local  legislation, 
and  which  even  local  legislation  touches  with  a 
delicate  and  sparing  hand.  This  is  the  first  inrcad. 
But  will  it  be  the  last  1  This  provision  is  hut  a 
pioneer  for  others  of  a  more  desolating  aspect.  It 
IS  that  fatal  bridge  of  which  Milton  speaks,  and 
when  once  firmly  built,  what  shall  hinder  you  to  pass 
it  when  you  please  for  the  puqx)8e  of  plundering 
power  aAer  power^  at  the  expense  of  new  States,  as 
you  will  still  continue  to  call  them,  and  raising  im 
prospective  codes  irrevocable  and  immortal,  wnicn 
shall  leave  to  those  States  the  empty  shadows  of 
4omestic  sovereignty,  and  conv^t  them  into  petty 
pag^ts,  in  themselves  contemptible,  but  renoered 
mmiitely  more  so  by  the  contrast  of  their  humble 
faculties  with  the  proud  and  admitled  pretensions 
of  those  who,  having  doomed  them  to  the  inferior- 
ity of  vassals,  have  condescended  to  take  them  into 
their  society  and  under  their  protection  ? 

I  sbaU  be  tdd,  perhaps,  that  you  can  have  no 
temptation  to  do  all  or  any  part  of  this,  and,  more- 
over, that  vou  can  do  nothmg  of  yoiirselves,  or,  in 
other  words,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  new 
State.  The  last  of  these  suggestkms  I  shall  ex- 
amine by  and  by.  To  the  first,  I  answer  that  it  is 
not  incumbent  upon  me  to  prove  that  this  discre- 
tion will  be  abused.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  prove 
the  vastness'  of  the  power  as  an  hidocenusnt  to 
make  us  pauses  iqmhi  it,  and  to  inquire  with  atten- 


tion whether  these  is  any  ^aitment  in  the  Consti- 
tution large  enough  to  give  it  entertainment  It  is 
more  than  enough  for  me  to  show  that  vast  aa  is  this 
power,  it  is.wiu  reference  to  mere  Territories  an 
iiresponstble  power*  Power  is  irresponsihle  when 
it  acts  upon  those  who  are  defenceless  against  it; 
who  cannot  check  it,  or  eontributte  to  cheat  it  in  its 
exercise;  who  can  resist  it  only  by  fonse.  The 
Territory  of  Missouri  has  no  check  upon  this 
power.  It  has  no  share  in  the  government  of  the 
Union.  InthLibodyithasnorepresealative.  In  the 
other  House  it  has,  by  courtesy,  an  agent  who  may 
remohstrate,  hut  cannot  vote.  That  such  an  irre^ 
sponsible  power  is  not  likely  to  be  abused,  who  will 
undertalSe  to  assert?  If  it  is  not,  *^ experience  is  a 
cheat,  and  fact  a  liar."  The  power  which  Rng- 
land  claimed  over  the  colonies  was  such  a  power, 
and  it  was  abused;  and  hence  the  ReTOlnticnu 
Such  a  power  is  always  perilous  to  those  who 
wield  it^  as  well  as  to  tlu^  on  whom  it  is  exerted. 
Op{»«ssion  is  but  another  name,  for  irrespoosibfte 
power,  if  history  is  to  be  trusted. 

The  free  spirit  of  our  Constitution  and  of  our 
people,  is  no  assurenoe  against  the  propension  of 
unbridled  power  to  abuse,  when  it  acts  upon  colo- 
nial dependants  rather  than  upon  ourselves.  Free 
States,  as  well  as  despots,  have  oppressed  those 
whom  they  were  bound  to  foster ;  ana  it  is  the  na>- 
ture  of  man  that  it  should  be  so.  The  love  of  pow- 
er,  and  the  desii^  to  display  it  when  it  can  be  done* 
with  impunity,  is  inherent  in  the  human  heart> 
Turn  it  out  at  the  door;  and  it  will  in  again  at  the 
window.  Power  is  displayed  in  its  fullest  measure, 
and  with  a  captivatiioig  dignity,  by  restraints  vui 
conditions.  Tne  prwriUu  J^ges  fermM  is  a  unireral 
disease ;  and  conditions  are  laws  as  far  as  they 
go.  The  vanity  of  human  wisdom,  and  the  pre- 
sumption of  human  reason,  are  proverbial.  This 
vanity  and  this  presumption  are  ofWn  ndther  rea- 
sonaiMc  nor  wise.  Humanity,  too,  sametimes  plays 
fantastic  tricks  with  power.  Time,  moreover,  is 
fruitfVd  in  temptations  to  convert  discretionary 
power  to  all  sorts  of  purposes. 

Time,  that  withers  toe  strength  of  man  and 
"  strews  around  him  like  autumnal  leaves  the  ru- 
ins of  his  pr6ade6t  monuments,"  produces  great 
vicissitudes  in  modes  of  thinking  and  feeling.  It 
brings  along  with  it,  in  its  progress^  new  circum- 
stances, new  combinations  and  modifications  of  the 
old,  generating  new  views,  motives,  and  caprices, 
new  fanaticisms  of  endless  variety — in  shorty  new 
every  thing.  We  ourselves  are  always  ehangmg — 
and  what  to-day  we  have  but  a  small  desire  to  at- 
tempt, to-morrow  becomes  the  object  of  our  pas- 
sionate aspirations. 

There  is  such  a  tlung  as  ^thusiasm.  moral,  reii- 
^ous,  or  political,  or  a  compound  of  all  three;  and 
it  is  wondoiul  what  it  will  attempt,  and  from 
what  imperceptible  beginnings  it  sometimes  riaea 
into  a  mighty  agent*  Rising,  from  some  obscure 
or  unknown  source^  it  first  smiws  itself  a  petty  riv* 
ulet,  which  scarcely  murmurs  over  the  pebbles  tkat 
obstruct  its  way ;  then  it  swells  into  a  fierce  tor- 
rent, bearing  all  before  it ;  and,  again,  like  some 
mountain  stream  which  occasional  rains  have  pre- 
cipitated upon  the.  valley,  it  sinks  once  aMoe  intt> 
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a  riYokt,  and  fnaily  kaT«8  its  channel  dry.  Saeh 
a  thing  has  happened.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  now 
happening,  it  would  not  beeome  me  to  say  sa 
Bat,  if  it  shoald  occur,  wo  to  the  unlucky  Temr 
tory  that  should  be  straggling  to  make  its  way  into 
the  Union  at  the  moment  when  the  opposing  in* 
undation  was  at  its  height,  and  at  the  same  instant 
tkoM  wide  Mediterranean  of  discretionary  powers, 
which  it  seems  is  ours,  should  open  up  all  its 
slnices,  and  with  a  consentaneous  rush,  mingle 
with  the  turbid  waters  of  the  others !  ^  *'  *  ^ 
^  New  Statei  maf  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union."  It  is  objected  that  the  word 
*^  may"  imports  pjower,  not  obligation — a  right  to 
deeiae — a  discretion  to  grant  or  refuse. 


To  this  it  mijght  he  answered,  that  power  iscMy, 
on  many  occasions.  But  let  it  oe  conceded  that  it 
is  discretionary.  What  consequence  follows?  A 
power  to  refuse,  in  a  case  like  this,  does  not  neces- 
sarily involye  a  power  to  exact  terms.  You  must 
look  to  the  remit,  which  is  the  declared  dbject  of 
the  power.  Whether  you  will  arrive  at  it  or  not 
may  depend  on  your  will ;  but  yon  cannot  com- 
promise with  the  result  intended  and  professed. 

What^  then,  is  the  professed  result?  To  admit 
a  State  mto  this  Union. 

What  is  that  Union  ?  A  confederation  of  States 
equal  in  sovereignty,  capable  of  every  thing  which 
the  Constitution  does  not  forbid,  or  authorize  Con- 
gress to  for^d.  it  is  an  equal  union  between* par- 
ties equally  sovereign.  They  were  sovereign,  in- 
dependently of  the  Union.  The  object  of  the 
Union  was  conunon  protection  for  the  exercise  of 
already  existing  soverei^ty.  The  parties  gave  up 
a  portion  of  tiiat  sovereignty  to  insure  the  remam- 
der.  As  far  as  they  gave  it  up  by  the  common 
compact  they  have  ceased  to  be  sovereign.  The 
Union  provides  the  means  of  defending  the  resi- 
due ;  and  it  is  into  that  Union  that  a  new  State  is 
to  come.  By  acceding  to  it,  the  new  State  is 
plac«i  on  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States. 
It  accedes  foi  the  same  purpose,  that  is,  protection 
for  its  unsurrendered  sovereignty.  If  it  comes  in 
shorn  of  its  beams — crippled  and  disparaged  be- 
yond the  original  States,  it  is  not  into  the  original 
Union  that  it  comes.  For  it  is  a  different  sort  of 
Union.  The  fiist  was  Union  inter  paree :  This  is 
a  Union  between  dieparaUs,  between  giants  and 
a  dwarf,  between  power  and  feebleness,  between 
full  proportioned  sovereignties  and  a  miserable 
image  or  power — a  thinff  ^vdiich  that  very  Union 
has  shnmk  and  shiivelied  from  its  just  size,  instead 
of  preserving  it  in  its  true  dimensions. 

It  is  into  *'  this  Union,"  that  is,  the  Union  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  that  you  are  to  admit,  or  re- 
fuse to  admit.  You  can  admit  into  no  other. 
You  cannot  make  the  Uni6n,  as  to  the  new  State, 
what  it  is  not  as  to  the  old ;  lor  then  it  is  not  Me 
Union  that  yon  open  for  the  entrance  of  a  new 
piffty.  if  you  mak€  it  enter  into  a  new  and  addi- 
tional compact,  is  it  any  longer  the  same  Union  ? 

We  are  told  that,  admitting  a  State  into  the 
Union  is  a  compact  Yes ;  tut  what  sort  of  a 
eompact  ?  A  compact  that  it  shall  be  a  member 
of  xke  Union,  as  the  Constitution  has  made  it. 
You  cannot  new  fashion  it.    You  may  make 


a  compact  to  admit,  but  when  aduiittad  the* 
original  compact  prevails.  The  Union  is  a  com- 
pact, with  a  provision  of  political  power  and 
agents  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  ofa^ls.  Vary 
that  compact  as  to  a  new  State ;  give  new  eneiw 
to  that  political  power  so  as  to  make  it  act  witn 
more  force  upon  a  neW  State  than  upon  the  old ; 
make  the  will  of  those  agents  more  cTOctually  tha 
arbiter  of  the  fate  of  a  new  Stat^  than  of  the  old, 
and  it  may  be  confidently  said  that  the  new  State 
has  not  entered  into  this  Unicm,  but  into  another 
Union.  How  far  the  Union  has  been  varied  as 
another  question.  But  that  it  has  been  varied  is 
clear. 

If  i  am  told  that,  by  the  bill  relative  to  Missourti 
you  do  not  legislate  upon  a  new  State,  I  answer 
that  you  do;  and  I  answer  further,  that  it  is  ii&* 
matenal  whether  you  do  or  not  But  it  is  upon 
Missouri,  as  a  State,  that  your  terms  and  condi- 
tions are  to  act.  Until  Misscvri  is  a  State,  the 
terms  and  conditions  are  nothing.  You  le^slate 
in  the  shape  of  terms  and  conditions  prospectively ; 
and  you  so  legislate  upon  it  that  when  it  comes 
into  me  Union  it  is  bound  by  a  contract  degrading 
and  diminishing  its  sovereij^nty,  and  is  to  M  strip* 
ped  of  rights  which  the  original  parties  to  the  Union 
did  not  consent  to  abandon,  and  which  that  Uaion 
(so  far  as  depends  upon  it)  takes  under  its  protec- 
tion and  ^piarantee. 

Is  the  ng^t  to  hold  slaves  a  right  wjiioh  Massa^ 
chusetts  enjoys  ?  If  it  is,  Massachusetts  is  under 
this  Union  in  a  different  character  from  Missouri. 
The  compact  of  the  Union  for  it,  is  different  from 
the  same  compact  of  Union  for  Missouri.    The 

Sower  of  Congress  is  different — every  thing  which 
epends  upon  the  Union  is,  in  that  respect,  dif- 
ferent. 

But  it  is  immaterial  whether  you  legislate  for 
Missouri  as  a  Stale  or.  not.  Tne  effect  of  yont 
legislation  is  to  faring  it  into  the  Union  with  a  por- 
tion of  its  sovereignty  taken  away. 

But  it  is  a  S^aU  wnich  you  €se  to  admit.  What 
is  a  State  in  the  sense  of  tne  Constitution  ?  It  is  not 
a  State  in  the  general,  but  a  State  as  you  find  it  in  the 
Constitution  ?  A  State^  generally,  is  a  body  poli- 
tic or  independent  political  society  qf  men.  But 
the  State  which  you  are  to  admit  must  be  more 
or  less  than  this  political  entity.  What  must  it 
be?  Ask  the  Constitution,  it  shows  what  it 
means  by  a  State  by  reference  to  the  parties  to  it. 
It  must  DC  such  a  State  as  Massachusetts,  Virginia, 
and  the  other  members  of.  the  American  Confede- 
racy— a  State  with  full  sovereignty,  except  as  the 
Constitution  restricts  it. 

It  is  said  that  the  word  map  necessarily  impJUes 
the  right  of  prescribing  the  terms  of  admission. 
Those  who  maintain  tms  are  aware  that  there  are 
no  express  woitk,  (such  as,  upon  such  terms  and 
ccmditions  as  Congress  ehmll  think  fit,)  words  which 
it  was  natmal  to  expect  to  find  in  the  Constitutioa, 
if  the  effect  contended  for  were  meant  They  put 
it,  therefore  on  the  word  suiy,  and  on  that  alone.* 

Give  to  that  word  all  the  force  you  please,  what 
does  it  import?  That  Congress  is  not  hoimd  to 
admit  a  new  State  into  this  Union.  Be  it  so  foa 
argument's  sake.    Does  it  follow  that  when  you 
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>coiiseBt  to  admit  into  this  Union  a  new  State  you 
can  make  it  less  in  sovereign  power  than  the  origi- 
nal parties  to  that  Union ;  that  you  can  make  &e 
Union  as  to  it  what  it  is  not  as  to  them ;  that  you 
•can  fashion  it  to  your  liking  by  compelling  it 
to  purcluue  admission  into  a  Union  by  sacri- 
ficing a  portion  of  that  ^wer  which  it  is  the 
sole  purpose  of  the  Union  to  maintain  in  all 
the  plenitude  which  the  Union  itself  does  not  im- 
pair 7  Does  it  follow  that  you  can  force  upon  it 
an  additional  compact  not  round  in  the  compact 
of  Union ;  that  you  can  make  it  come  into  the 
Union  less  a  State,  in  resard  to  sovereign  power, 
than  its  fellows  in  that  Union  ;  that  you  can  crip- 
ple its  legislative  competency  (beyond  the  Consti- 
tution tniich  is  the  pact  ol  Union,  to  which  you 
piake  it  a  party  as  if  it  had  been  originally  a  party  to 
it)  by  what  you  choose  to  call  a  conat^ton,  out  which, 
"vniatever  it  may  be  called,  brings  the  new  govern- 
ment into  the  Union  under,  new  obligations  to  it, 
and  with  disparaged  power  to  be  protected  by  it  ? 

In  a  word,  the  whole  amount  of  the  argument 
on  the  other  side  is.  that  you  may  refuse  to  admit 
a  new  State,  and  tnat  therefore  if  you  admit,  you 
may  prescribe  the  terms. 

The  answer  to  that  argument  is,  that  even  if 
you  can  refuse,  you  can  prescribe  no  terms  which 
are  inconsistent  with  the  act  you  are  to  do.  You 
can  prescribe  no  conditions  which,  if  carried  into 
effect,  woulj  make  the  new  State  less  a  sovereign 
State  than,  under  the  Union  as  it  stands,  it  woiud 
be.  You  can  prescribe  no  terms  which  will  make 
the  compact  or  Union  between  it  and  the  original 
States  essentially  different  from  that  compact  among 
the  original  States.  You  may  admit,  or  refuse  to 
admit :  but  if  you  admit,  you  must  admit  a  State 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution — a  State  with  all 
such  sovereignty  as  belongs  to  the  original  parties ; 
and  it  must  Be  into  this  Unkm  that  you  are  to  ad- 
mit it.  not  into  a  Union  of  your  own  dictating, 
formed  out  of  the  existing  Union  by  qualifications 
and  new  compacts,  altenng  its  charter  and  effect, 
^d  making  it  fall  short  ofits  protecting  energy  in 
reference  to  the  new  State,  whilst  it  requires  an 
energy  of  another  sort — the  energy  of  restraint  and 
destruction. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  even  if  you 
have  a  discretion  to  refuse  to  admit,  you  have  no 
discretion,  if  you  are  willing  to  admit,  to  insist 
upon  anv  terms  that  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the 
admitted  State  as  it  would  otherwise  stand  in  the 
Union  by  the  Constitution  which  receives  it  into 
its  bosom.  To  admit,  or  not,  is  for  you  to  decide. 
Admission  once  conceded,  it  follows  as  a  coioUary 
that  you  must  take  the  new  State  as  an  equal  com- 
panion with  its  fellows;  that  you  cannot  recast  or 
new-model  the  Union  pro  hoc  vice;  but  that  you 
must  receive  it  into  the  actual  Union,  and  recog- 
nise it  as  a  parcener  in  the  common  inheritance, 
without  any  other  shackl^  than  the  rest  have,  by 
the  Constitution,  submitted  to  bear,  without  any 
other  extinction  of  power  than  is  the  work  of  the 
Constitution  acting  indifferently  upon  all. 

I  may  be  told  perhaps  that  the  restriction,  in  this 
case,  is  the  act  of  Missouri  itself;  that  your  law  is 
nothing  without  its  consent,  and  derives  its  effi- 


cacy from  that  akme.  I  shall  have  a  more  sviita- 
fale  occasion  to  speak  on  this  topic  hereafter,  when 
I  come  to  consider  the  treaty  which  ceded  Lou- 
isiana to  the  United  Stales.  But  I  will  say  a  few 
words  upon  it  now  of  a  more  general  appucation 
than  it  will  in  that  branch  of  the  argument  be 
necessary  to  use. 

A  Territory  cannot  surrender  to  Congress  by  an- 
ticipationu  the  whole,  or  a  part^  of  the  sovereign 
power,  wnich,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Union, 
will  belong  to  it  when  it  becomes  a  State  and  a 
member  of  the  Unicm.  Its  consent  is  therefore 
nothing.  It  is  in  no  situation  to  make  this  surren- 
der. It  is  under  the  government  of  Congress ;  if 
it  can  barter  away  a  part  of  its^sovereignty,  by  an- 
ticipation, it  can  do  so  as  to  the  whole ;  for  where 
will  you  stop  1  If  it  does  not  cease  to  be  a  State, 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  with  only  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  sovereignpower,  what  other  smaller 
portion  will  have  that  enect  ?  If  you  depart  from 
the  standard  of  the  Constitution,  that  is,  the  quan- 
tity of  domestic  ^vereignty  left  in  the  first  con- 
tracting States,  and  aecurea  by  the  original  com- 
pact of  Union,  where  will  you  get  anoUier  stand- 
ard ?  Consent  is  no  standard ;  for  consent  may 
be  gained  to  a  surrender  of  all. 

No  State,  or  Territory,  in  order  to  become  a  State, 
can  alienate  or  surrender  any  portion  of  its  sover- 
eignty to  the  Union,  or  to  a  sister  State,  or  to  a 
foreijni  nation.  It  is  under  an  incapacity  to  dis- 
qualuy  itself  for  all  the  purposes  of  government  ld\ 
to  it  in  the  Constitution,  l^  strij^ing  itsdf  of  at- 
tributes which  arise  from  the  natund  equality  of 
States,  and  which  the  Constituticm  recognises,  not 
only  because  it  does  not  deny  them,  but  presumes 
them  to  remain  as  they  exist  by  the  law  m  nature 
and  nations.  Inequality  in  the  sovareimty  of 
States  b  unnatural,  and  repugnant  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  law.  Hence  we  find  it  laid  down  by 
the  text-writers  on  public  law.  that  ^  Nature  has 
established  a  perfect  equality  of  rights  between  in- 
dependent nations;"  and  that,  "whatever  the 
quality  of  a  free  sovereign  nation  gives  to  one,  it 

fives  to  another."*  The  Uonstitution  of  the  United 
States  proceeds  upon  the  truth  of  this  doctrine.  It 
takes  the  States  as  it  findi  them,  flru  ami  wvereipn 
aUk$  by  natwrt.  It  receives  from  them  portions  of 
thdr  power  for  the  general  good,  and  provides  for 
the  exercise  of  it  by  organized  political  bodies.  It 
diminishes  the  individual  sovereignty  of  eac^  and 
transfers,  what  it  subtracts,  to  the  Grovemment 
which  it  creates :  it  takes  from  all  alike,  and  leaves 
them  relatively  to  each  other  equal  in  sovereign 
power. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  has 
put  the  Constitutional  ar^ment  altogether  upon 
the  clause  relative  to  admission  of  new  States  mto 
the  Union.  He  does  not  pretend  that  you  4»n  dud 
the  power  to  restrain,  in  any  extent,  elsewhere.  It 
follows  that  it  is  not  a  particular  powor  to  impose 
this  restriction,  but  a  power  to  impose  restrictions 
ad  /t&fttim.  It  is  competent  to  this,  because  it  is 
competent  to  every  thing.  But  he  denies  that  there 
can  oe  any  power  in  man  to  hold  in  slavery  his 


*  Vsttel,  DrcU  des  Oen$,  Kv.  S,  c  8,  s.  86. 
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feUow-cTeatare,  and  aigoes,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
hibition is  no  restraint  at  all,  since  it  does  not  in- 
terfere with  the  sovereign  powers  of  Missouri. 

One  of  the  most  signal  errors  with  which  the 
Argument  on  the  other  side  has  abounded^  is  this 
of  considering  the  proposed  restriction  as  if  level- 
led at  the  introdaction  or  establishment  of  slavery. 
And  hence  the  vehement  declamation  which,  amon^ 
other  things,  has  informed  us  that  slaveiy  origi- 
nated in  fraud  or  violence. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  restriction  has  no  relation, 
real  or  pretended,  to  the  right  of  making  slaves  of 
those  who* are  free,  or  of  introducing  slavery  where 
it  does  not  abeady  exist.  It  applies  to  those  who 
are  admitted  to  be  already  slaves,  and  who,  with 
their  posterity,  would  continue  to  be  slaves  if  they 
should'  remam  where  they  are  at  present :  and  to 
a  place  where  slavery  already  exists  by  the  local 
law.  Their  civil  condition  will  not  be  altered  by 
their  removal  from  Virginia  or  Carolina  to  Mis- 
souri. They  will  not  m  more  slaves  than  they 
now  are.  xheir  abode,  indeed,  will  be  different, 
but  their  bondage  the  same.  Tneir  numbers  may 
possibly  be  augtnented  by  the  diffusion,  and  I  think 
they  will.  But  this  can  only  happen  oecause  their 
hardships  will  be  mitigated,  and  their  comforts  in- 
creased. The  checks  to  population,  which  exist  in 
the  older  States  will  be  diminished.  The  restriction, 
therefore,  does  not  prevent  the  establishment  of 
slavery,  either  with  reference  to  persons  or  place ; 
but  simply  inhibits  the  removal  from  place  toplace 
(the  law  in  each  being  the  same)  of  a  slave,  or 
make  his  emancipation  the  consequence  of  that  re- 
moval. It  acts  professedly  merely  on  slaveiy  «s  it 
exists,  and  thus  acting  restrains  its  present  lawful 
effects.  That  slavery,  like  many  ot&er  human  in- 
stitutions, originated  in  fraud  or  violence,  may  be 
conceded ;  but,  however  it  originated,  it  is  estab- 
lished among  us,  and  no  man  seeks  a  further  es- 
tablishment of  it  by  new  importations  of  freenien 
to  be  converted  into  slaves.  Oh  the  contrary,  all 
are  anxious  to  mitigate  its  evils^  by  all  the  means 
-within  the  reach  of  the  appropriate  auth(Hity,  the 
domestic  L^^latures  of  the  different  States. 

It  can  be  nothine  to  the  purpose  of  this  argu- 
ment, therefore,  as  the  gentlemen  themselves  have 
shaped  it,  to  inquire  what  was.  the  origin  of  slavery. 
What  is  it  now,  and  who  are  they  tnat  endeavor 
to  innovate  upon  what  it  now  is,  (the  advocates  of 
this  restriction  who  desire  chance  by  unconstitu- 
tional means,  or  its  opponents  who  desire  to  leave 
the  whole  maUer  to  local  regulation,)  are  the  only 
questions  worthy  of  attention. 

Sir,  if  we  too  closely  look  to  the  rise  and  progress 
of  long-sanctioned  establishments  and  unquestioned 
rights,  we  may  discover  other  subjects  than  that  of 
slavery,  with  which  fraud  and  violence  may  claim 
a  fearnil  connexion,  and  over  which  it  may  be  our 
interest  to  throw  the  mantle  of  oblivion.  What 
was  the  settlement  of  our  ancestors  in  this  country 
bat  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  barbarians  who 
inhabited  it  ?  That  setUement,  with  slight  excep- 
tions, was  effected  bv  the  slaughter  of  those  who 
did  no  more  than  defend  their  native  land  against 
the  intruders  of  Europe,  or  by  unequal  compacts 
and  purchases,  in  which  feebleness  and  ignorance 


had  to  deal  with  power  and  cunning.  The  savages 
who  once  built  tneir  huts  where  this  proud  Capi- 
tol, rising  from  its  recent  ashes,  exemplifies  the 
sovereigntv  of  the  American  people,  were  swept 
away  by  tne  injustice  of  our  fathers,  and  their  do- 
main usurped  by  force,  or  obtained  oy  artifices  yet 
more  criminal.  Our  continent  was  full  of  those 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  Where  are  they  or  their 
descendants?  Either  "with  years  beyond  the 
flood."  or  driven  back  bv  the  swelling  tide  of  our 
population  from  the  boraers  of  the  Atlantic  to  the 
deserts  of  the  West.  You  follow  still  the  miser- 
rable  remnants,  and  make  contracts  ^ith.  them  that 
seal  their  ruin.  You  purchase  their  lands,  of  which 
they  know  not  the  value,  in  order  that  you  may 
sell  them  to  advantage,  increase  your  treasure, 
and  enlarge  your  empire.  Yet  further ;  you  pur- 
sue as  they  retire:  and  they  must  continue  to  retire 
until  the  Pacific  snail  stay  their  retreat,  and  compd 
them  tb  pass  away  as  a  dream.  Will  you  recur  to  those 
scenes  of  various  iniquity  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  regret  and  lament  them?  Will  you  pry 
into  them  with  a  view  to  shake  and  impair  your 
rights  of  property  and  dominion  ? 

But  the  broad  denial  of  the  sovereign  right  of 
Missouri,  if  it  shtill  become  a  sovereign  State,  to 
recognise  slavery  by  its  laws,  is  rested  upon  a  va- 
riety of  grounds,  all  of  which  I  will  examine. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  they  who  urge 
this  denial  with  such  ardent  zeal,  stop  short  of  it 
in  their  conduct.  There  are  now  slaves  in  Mis- 
souri whom  they  do  not  insist  upon  delivering  from 
their  chains.  Yet,  if  it  is  incompetent  to  sovereign 
power  to  continue  slavery  in  Missouri,  in  respect 
of  slaves  who  may  yet  be  carried  thither,  show  me 
the  power  that  can  continue  it  in  respect  of  slaves 
who  are  there  already.  Missouri  is  out  of  the  old 
limits  of  the  Union,  and  beyond  those  limits^  it  is 
said,  we  ean  gitre  no  countenance  to  slavery,  if  we 
can  countenance  or  tolerate  it  any  where.  It  is 
plain  that  there  can  be  no  slaves  b«yond  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  this  mom»)t,but  in  virtue  of  some  power 
to  make  or  keep  them  so.  What  sort  of  power  was 
it  that  has  made  or  kept  them  so?  Sovereign 
power  it  could  not  be,  according  to  the  honorable 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  Hltmp- 
shire,  (Messrs.  Roberts,  Lowrib,  and  Morril  ;) 
and  if  sovereign  power  is  unequal  to  such  a  pur- 
pose, less  than  sovereign  power  is  yet  more  une- 
qual to  it.  The  laws  of  Spain  and  France  could 
do  nothing ;  the  laws  of  the  territorial  goverment 
of  Missouri  could  do  nothing  towards  such  a  re^ 
suit,  if  it  be  a  result  which  no  laws,  in  other  word& 
no  sovereignty  could  accomplish.  The  treaty  of 
1803  could  do  no  more  in  this  view^  than  the  laws 
of  France,  or  Spain,  or  the  territorial  government- 
of  Missouri.  A  treaty  is  an  act  of  sovereign  pow- 
er, taking  the  shape  of  a  compact  between  the  par- 
ties to  it ;  and  that  which  sovereign  power  cannot 
reach  at  all,  it  cannot  reach  by  a  treaty.  Those 
who  are  now  held  in  bondage,  therefore,  in  Mis- 
souri, and  their  issue,  are  entitled  to  be  free,  if  there 
be  any  truth  in  the  doctrine  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  if  the  proposed  restriction  leaves  all 
such  in  slavery,  it  thus  discredits  the  very  founda- 
tion on  which  it  reposes.    To  be  inconsistent  b 
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the  fate  of  false  princii^;  but  this  inoonsisteiicy 
is  the  more  to  be  remarked,  since  it  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  mere  considerations  of  policy,  without 
admitting  that  such  considerations  may  be  prefer- 
red, without^  a  crime,  to  what  is  deemed  a  para- 
mount and  indi^)ensable  duty. 

It  is  here,  too,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  ob^ 
serve,  that  the  honorable  gentlemen  have  taken 
great  pains  to  show  that  this  restriction  is  a  mere 
work  of  supererogation  by  the  principal  argument 
on  which  tney  rest  the  proof  of  its  propriety.  Mis- 
souri^ it  is  said,  can  have  no  power  to  do  what  the 
lestriction  would  prevent.  It  would  be  void,  theie- 
fore,  without  the  restriction.  Why,  then,  I  ask,  is 
the  restriction  insisted  upon?  Restraint  implies 
that  there  is  something  to  be  restrained ;  but  the 

Sntlemen  iustify  the  restraint,  by  showing  that 
ere  is  notning  upon  which  it  can  operate !  They 
demonstrate  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  restraint, 
by  demonstrating  that,  with  or  without  restraint, 
the  subject  is  in  the  same  predicament  This  is  to 
combat  with  a  man  of  straw,  and  to  put  fetters 
upon  a  shadow. 

The  gentlemen  must  therefore  abandon  either 
their  doctrine  or  their  restriction — ^their  argument 
oc  their  object — ^for  they  are  directly  in  conflict, 
and  reciprocally  destroy  each  other.  It  is  evident 
that  they  will  not  abandon  their  object,  and,  of 
course^  I  must  believe  that  they  hold  their  argu- 
ment m  as  little  real  estimation  as  I  myself  do. 
The  gentlemen  can  scarcely  be  sincere  believers 
in  their  own  principle.  They  have  apprehensions 
which  they  endeavor  to  conceal,  that  Missouri,  as 
a  State^  will  have  the  power  to  continue  slavery 
within  Its  limits ;  and,  if  they  will  not  be  offended, 
I  will  venture  to  compare  them,  in  this  particular, 
with  the  duellist  in  Sheridan's  comedy  of  the  Ri- 
yalfl)  who,  affecting  to  have  no  fear  whatever  of 
hia  advera&ry,  is,  nevertheless,  careful  to  admoni^^ 
Bic  Lucius  to  hold  him  fast 

Let  us  take  it  for  granted,  however,  that  they  are 
ia  earnest  in  their  doctrine,  and  that  it  is  very  ne- 
cessary to  impose  what  they  prove  to  be  an  un- 
nAoassary  restraint :  how  do  they  support  that  doc- 
trine? 

The  honorable  gentleman  on  the  other  side  (Mr. 
ICisfl)  has  told  us,  as  a  proof  of  his  great  position, 
thijt  man  cannot  enslave  his  fellow  man,  in  which 
is  iinplied  that  all  laws  upholding  slavery  are  ab- 
aoittte  nullities ;  that  the  nations  of  antiquity,  as 
well  as  of  modern  times,  have  concurred  in  laying 
down  that  position  as  incontrovertible. 

He  refers  us,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  Roman 
ftiW|  in  which  he  finds  it  laid  down  as  a  maxim : 
iiMPi  wtinLtM  <mtt€9  homines  ab  initio  liberi  nasc^bcm- 
tint'  From  the  manner  in  which  this  maxim  was 
pre&sed  upon  us,  it  would  not  readily  have  been 
conjectured  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
used  it  had  borrowed  it  from  a  slaveholdiog  Em- 
pire, and  Mill  less  from  a  book  of  the  Institutes  of 
Juatinian,  which  treats  of  slavery,  and  justifies  and 
regulates  it.  Had  he  given  us  the  context,  we 
should  have  had  the  modifications  of  which  the 
abstract  doctrine  was.  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Roman  law,  susceptible.  We  should  have  had 
an  expUnation  of  the  competency  of  that  law,  to 


convert,  whether  justly  or  unjusciy,  finedoBH  into 
servitude,  and  to  maintain  the  right  of  a  master  to 
the  service  and  obedience  of  his  slave. 

The  honorable  gentleman  might  alao  have  gone 
to  Greece  for  a  similar  maxim  and  a  similar  oom- 
mentary,  speculative  and  pcacticaL 

He  next  refers  us  to  Magna  CiMtfla.  I  am  some- 
what £uniliar  with  Magna  Charta,  and  I  am  coo- 
fident  that  it  contains  no  such  maxim  as  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  thinks  he  has  discovered  in  it 
The  great  charter  was  extorted  from  John,  and  his 
feeble  son  and  successor,  by  haughty  slarefaotdiag 
barons,  who  thought  only  of  themselves  and  the 
commons  of  Engluid,(then  iaconsid^afaie,^  whom 
they  wished  to  enlist  in  their  efforts  agamst  the 
Qrown.  There  is  not  in  it  a  single  word  which 
condemns  civil  slavery.  Freemen  <mlf  are  the 
objects  of  its  protecting  care.  "  NwLhm  wmt  homo/* 
is  Its  i>hraseology.  The  serfs  who  were  chained  to 
the  soil,  the  viUeins  regardant  and  ia  .gross,  were 
left  as  it  found  them.  All  England  was  then  full 
of  slaves,  whose  posterity  would  by  law  remain 
slaves  as  with  us,  except  only  that  the  issue  fol- 
lowed the  condition  of  the  father  instead  of  the 
mother.  The  rule  was  ''  PatUu  Hqmtmt  patnwt^^ 
a  rule  more  favorable,  undoubtedly,  fbxn  the  very 
precariottsness  of  its  applieation,^  to  the  oadnal  ex- 
tincti(m  of  slavery,  than  ours,  which  has  been  drawn 
fron)  the  Roman  law,  and  is  of  sure  and  onavoid- 
able  effect 

Still  less  has  the  Petition  of  Right,  presented  tc^ 
Charles  I.,  by  the  Long  Parliament,  to  do  with  the 
subject  of  civil  slavery.  It  looked  merely,  aa  Mag- 
na Charta  had  not  done  before  it,  to  the  fceemat 
of  England;  and  sought  only  to  protect  then 
atfainst  royal  prerogative  and  the  encroaching  spirit 
of  the  Stuarts. 

As  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  enacted  by  the  Con- 
vention Parliament  of  1688,  it  is  almost  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  arose  o«t  of  the 
recollection  of  that  political  tyranny  from  which 
the  nation  had  just  escaped,  and  the  recmrence  <^ 
which  it  -was  intended  to  prevent.    It  contains  no 
abstract  principles.    It  deals  only  with  practical 
checks  upon  the  power  of  the  monarch,  and  in 
safeguards  for  institutions  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  libertv-    That  it  was  not  de- 
signed to  anathematize  civil  slavery  may  be  taken  for 
rted,  since,  at  that  epoch  and  long  aAerwards, 
English  Government  inundated  its  foreign 
plantations  with  slaves,  and  supplied  other  nations 
with  them  as  merchandise,  under  the  sanction  of 
solemn  treaties  negotiated  nor  that  purpose.     And 
here  I  cannot  forbear  to  remark  that  we  owe  it  to 
that  same  Government,  when  it  stood  towards  os 
in  the  relation  of  parent  to  child,  that  iuTohintary^ 
servitude  exists  in  our  land,  and  that  we  ate  noir 
deliberating  whether  the  preronative  of  eonecting 
its  evils  belongs  to  the  National  or  the  State  Giot- 
ernments.     In  the  early  periods  of  our  eoloaial 
history  every  thing  was  done  by  the  mothar  coma- 
tnr  to  encourage  the  importation  of  slaT«s  into 
North  America,  and  the  measures  which  were 
adopted  by  the  Colonial  Assemblies  to  prohibit  it 
were  uniformly  negatived  by  the  Crown.   It  is  not 
therefore  onr  fault,  nor  the  fault  of  our 
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that  this  calunity  bas  been  entailed  upon  us ;  and, 
notwithstandiSj§^  the  ostentation  with  which  the 
loitering  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by  die  British 
Parliament  has  been  Taunted,  the  principal  consid- 
eration which  at  last  reconciled  it  to  that  measure 
was,  that,  by  suitafaie  care,  the  slave  popcdation  in 
their  West  India  islands,  already  niUY  stocked, 
might  be  kept  np  and  even  increased  without  the 
aid  of  unportation.  In  a  word,  it  was  cold  calcu- 
lations or  interest,  and  not  the  suggestions  of  hu- 
manitv,  or  a  respect  for  the  philanthropic  princi- 
ples or  Mc  Wilberfiorce  which  produced  their  tardy 
abandonment  of  that  abominawe  traffic. 

Of  the  Declaration  of  our  Independence,  which 
has  also  been  quoted  in  support  of  the  perilous 
doctrines  now  uiged  upon  us,  I  need  not  now  spedk 
at  large.  I  have  shown  on  a  former  occasion  how 
idle  it  is  to  rely  upon  that  instrument  for  such  a 
purpose,  and  I  wiU  not  fatigue  you  by  mere  repe- 
tition. The  self-evident  truths  announced  in  the 
Deciaration  of  Independence  are  not  truUis  at  all, 
if  taken  literally ;  and  the  practical  conclusions 
contained  in  the  same  passage  of  that  declaration 
prove  that  they  were  never  designed  to  be  so  re* 
ceived. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  contain  nothing 
on  the  subject ;  whilst  the  actual  Coastitntioa  rec- 
ognises the  lesal  existence  of  slavery  by  various 
provisions.  The  power  of  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade  is  involved  in  that  of  leguiatinjf  commerce, 
bat  this  is  coupled  with  an  express  inhibition  to 
the  exercise  of^it  for  twenty  years.  How,  then, 
can  that  Constituticm  which  expressly  permits  the 
importation  of  slaves,  authorize  the  National  Qay- 
emment  to  set  Oki  foot  a  crusade  against  slavery? 

The  clause  respecting  fugitive  slaves  is  affirma- 
tive and  active  in  its  ^fects.  It  is  a  direct  sanc- 
tion and  positive  protection  of  the  ri^ht  of  the  mas> 
ter  to  the  services  of  his  dave  as /derived  under  the 
loealiaws  of  the  Smtes.  The  phraseology  in  which 
it  is  wrapped  up  still  leaves  the  intention  cliear,  and 
the  words,  '^persons  held  to  service  or  Itibor  in 
one  State  under  the  laws  thereof,"  have  always 
been  interpreted  to  extend  to  the  case  of  slaves,  m 
the  various  acts  of  Conness  which  have  been 
passed  to  give  efficacy  to  me  provision,  and  in  the 
judicial  application  of  those  laws.  So  also  in  the 
clause  preseribinff  the  ratio  of  representation — ^the 
phrase,  '^  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons,"  is  equi- 
valent to  BlaveSy  or  it  means  nothing.  And  yet  we 
are  told  that  those  who  are  acting  under  a  Consti- 
tution which  sanctions  the  existence  of  slavery  in 
those  States  which  choose  to  tolerate  it,  are  at 
liberty  to  hold  that  no  law  can  sanction  its  ex- 
istence! 

It  is  idle  to  make  the  rightfiilness  of  an  act  the 
measure  of  sovereign  power.  The  distinction  be- 
tween sovereign  power  and  the  mond  right  to  ex» 
ercise  it,  has  tuways  been  recogpoised.  All  politi- 
cal power  may  be  abused,  but  is  it  to  stop  where 
abuse  may  begin  ?  The  power  of  declaring  war  is 
a  power  of  vast  capaoitjr  for  mischiei^  and  capable 
oftnflicting  the  most  vnde«piead  desiolation.  But 
it  is  given  to  Conpess  without  stint  and  without 
measure.  Is  a  citizen,  or  are  the  courts  of  ^ustioe 
to  inquire  whether  that,  or  any  other  law,  is  just, 


before  they  obey  or  execute  it?  And  are  there 
any  degrees  of  injustice  which  will  withdraw 
from  sovereign  power  the  capacity  of  making  a 
given  law  ? 

But  sovereignty  is  said  to  be  d^nOed  power. 
Deputed — ^b)r  whom  1  By  the  people,  because  the 
power  is  theirs.  And  if  it  be  theirs,  does  not  the 
restriction  take  it  away  ?  Examine  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  it  will  be  seen  ^t  the 
people  of  the  States  are  regarded  as  well  as  the 
States  themselves.  The  Constitution  was  made 
by  the  people,  and  ratified  by  the  people. 

Is  it  fit,  then,  to  hold  that  all  the  sovereignty 
of  a  State  is  in  the  govemmenr  of  the  State? 
So  much  is  there  as  ttie  people  grant:  and  the 
people  can  take  it  away,  or  give  more,  or  new 
model  what  they  have  already  granted.  It  is 
this  riffht  which  the  proposed  restriction  takes 
from  MissourL  You  give  them  an  immortal  ocmi* 
stitution,  depending  on  your  will,  not  on  theirs. 
The  people  and  their  posterity  are  to  be  bound  for 
ey^  by  this  restriction ;  and  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, any  other  restriction  may  be  imposed.  Where, 
then,  is  their  power  to  change  the  Constitution, 
and  to  devolve  new  soverei^ty  upon  the  Stale 
government  ?  You  limit  their  sovereign  capacity 
to  do  it ;  and  when  you  talk  of  a  State,  you  mean 
the  people  as  well  as  the  Government  The  peo- 
ple are  the  source  of  all  power — ^you  dry  up  that 
source.  They  are  the  reservoir — ^you  take  out  of 
it  what  suUs  you. 

It  is  said  that  this  Qovemment  is  a  Government 
of  d^Uted  powers.  So  is  every  Government — 
and  what  power  is  not  deputed  remains.  But  the 
people  of  the  United  States  can  give  it  more  if 
they  please,  as  the  people  of  each  State  can  do  in 
respect  to  its  iown  govemmenL  And  here  it  is 
well  to  remember  mat  this  is  a  Qovemment  of 
enuinerated,  as  well  as  deputed  powers ;  and  to 
examine  the  clanse  as  to  the  admission  of  new 
States,  with  that  principle  in  view«  Now  assume 
that  it  is  a  part  ot  the  sovereign  power  of  the  pee» 
pie  of  Missouri  to  continue  slavery,  and  to  devolve 
that  power  upon  its  Government,  and  then  to  take 
it  away,  and  then  to  give  it  again.  The  €k>vem- 
ment  is  their  creature — the  means  of  exercising 
their  sovereignty,  and  they  can  vary  those  meana 
at  their  pleasure.  Independently  of  the  Union, 
their  power  would  be  unnmited.  By  coming  int» 
the  Union,  they  part  with  some  of  it,  and  are  thoe 
less  sovereign. 

Let  us,  then,  see  whether  they  part  with  diis 
power. 

If  they  have  parted  with  this  poirtion  of  sover- 
eign power,  it  must  be  under  that  clause  of  the 
national  Constitution  which  gives  to  Con^rese 
"power  to  admit  new  States  into  this  Unioo.'* 
Ajid  it  is  said  that  this  necessarily  implies  the  au- 
thority of  prescribinff  the  conditions  upon  wfaieh 
sttch  new  States  shall  be  admitted.  This  has  been 
put  into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  which  is  thus 
staled : 

Major,  Every  universal  propodtion  includes  nil 
the  means,  maimer,  and  terms,  of  the  act  to  which 
it  relates. 

jAfimof.  But  this  is  a  nniveffsal  proposition. 
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GMus^uffon.  Therefore,  the  means,  manner,  and 
terms,  are  involved  in  it. 

But  this  syllogism  is  fallacious,  and  any  thing 
else  may  be  proved  by  it,  by  assuming  one  of  its 
members  which  involves  tne  conclusion.  The 
minor  b  a  mere  postulate. 

Take  it  in  this  way : 

Major,  None  but  a  universal  proposition  indades 
in  itself  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act  to  be 
done. 

Minor,  But  this  is  not  such  a  universal  propo- 
sition. 

Condtmon,  Therefore,  it. does  not  contain,  in 
itself,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act. 

in  both  cases,  the  minor  is  a  gratuitous  postu- 
late. 

But  I  deny-that  a  universal  proposition,  as  to  a 
specific  act,  involves  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
that  act,  so  as  to  vary  it  and  substitute  another  and 
a  different  act  in  its  place.  The  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  clause,  is  universal  in  one  sense  only. 
It  is  particular  in  another.  It  is  universal  as  to 
the  power  to  admit  or  refuse.  It  is  particular  as 
to  the  bein^  or- thing  to  be  admitted,  and  the  com- 
pact by  which  it  is  to  be  admitted.  The  sophistry 
consists  in  extending  the  universal  part  of  the  prop- 
osition in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  out  of  it  ano- 
ther universal  proposition.  It  consists  in  confound- 
ing the  right  to  produce  or  to  refuse  to  produce  a 
certain  dd&ned  effect,  with  a  right  to  produce  a 
different  effect  by  refusing  otherwise  to  produce 
any  effect  at  all.  It  makes  the  actual  ri^ht  the  in- 
strument of  obtaining  another  right  with  which 
the  actual  right  is  incompatible.  It  makes,  in  a 
word,  lawful  power  the  instrument  of  unlawful 
usurpation.  The  renUt  is  kept  out  of  sight  by  this 
mode  of  reasoning.  The  discretion  to  decline  that 
result,  which  is  called  a  universal  proposition,  is 
singly  obtruded  upon  us.  But,  in  order  to  reason 
correctly,  you  niust  keep  in  view  the  defined  result, 
as  well  as  the  discretion  to  produce  or  to  decline  to 
produce  it  The  result  is  tne  particular  part  of  the 
proposition ;  therefore,  the  discretion  to  produce  or 
decline  it,  is  the  universal  part  of  it.  But,  because 
the  last  IS  found  to  be  Universal,  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  the  first  is  also  universal.  This  is  a 
so^iism  too  manifest  to  impose. 

But  discarding  the  macninery  of  syllogisms  as 
unfit  tor  such  a  £scussion  as  this,  let  us  look  at  the 
clause  with  a  view  of  interpreting  it  by  the  rules 
of  sound  logic  and  common  sense. 

The  power  is,  "  to  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union  \"  and  it  may  be  safely  conceded  that  here 
is  discretion  to  admit  or  refuse.  The  question  is, 
what  must  we  do,  if  we  do  any  thing?  What 
must  we  admit,  and  into  what  ?  The  answer  is, 
a  State>~and  into  this  Union. 

The  distinction  between  federal  rights  and  local 
rights  is  an  idle  distinction.  Because  the  new 
Slate  acquires  federal  rights,  it  is  not,  therefore,  in 
this  Union.  The  Union  is  a  compact ;  and  is  it 
an  equal  party  to  that  compact,  oecause  it  has 
equal  federal  rights  ?  How  is  the  Union  formed  ? 
By  equal  contributions  of  power.  Make  one  mem- 
ber sacrifice  more  than  anoti^er,  and  it  becomes 
unequal    Theeompaot  isof  two  parU: 


1.  The  thing  obtained — ^federal  rights. 

2.  The  price  paid--4ocal  sovereignty. 

You  may  disturb  the  balance  of  the  Union,  ei- 
ther by  diminishing  the  thing  acquired,  or  increu- 
ing  the  sacrifice  paid. 

Wliat  were  the  purposes  of  coming  into  the 
Union  amone  the  original  States?  The  States 
were  originally  sovereign,  without  limit,  as  to  for- 
eign and  domestic  concerns.  But,  being  incapa- 
ble of  protecting  themselves  singly,  they  entered 
into  the  Union  to  defend  themselves  against  for- 
eign violence.  The  domestic  concerns  of  the  peo- 
ple were  not,  in  general,  to  be  acted  on  by  it  The 
security  of  the  power  of  managing  them  by  do- 
mestic legislature,  is  one  of  the  great  objects  of 
the  Union.  The  Union  is  a  imom  not  an  muL  By 
requiring  greater  sacrifices  of  domestic  power,  the 
end  is  sacrificed  to  the  means.  Suppose  the  sur- 
render of  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  domestic  powers  of 
legislation  were  required ;  the  means  would  there 
have  swallowed  up  the  end. 

The  argument  that  the  compact  may  be  enforced, 
shows  that  the  federal  predicament  is  changed. 
The  power  of  the  Union  not  only  ^cts  on  persons 
and  citizens,  but  on  the  faculty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  restrains  it  in  a  way  which  the  Consti- 
tution nowhere  authorizes.  This  new  obligation 
takes  away  a  right  which  is  expressly  "  reserved  to 
the  people  or  the  States,"  since  it  is  nowhere  grant- 
ed to  the  Government  of  the  Union.  You  can- 
not do  indirectly  what  you  cannot  do  directly.  It 
is  said  that  this  Union  is  competent  to  make  com- 
pacts. Who  doubts  it?  But  can  you  make  diis 
compact  ?  I  insist  that  you  cannot  make  it,  be- 
cause it  is  repuffnant  to  tne  thing  to  be  done. 

The  effect  of  such  a  compact  would  be  to  pro- 
duce that  inequality  in  the  Union,  to  which  the 
Constitution,  in  all  its  provisions,  is  adverse.  Ev- 
ery thing  in  it  looks  to  equality  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union.  Under  it  you  cannot  produce 
inequality.  Nor  can  you  get  beforehand  of  the 
Constitution,  and  do  it  by  anticipation.  Wait  un- 
til a  State  is  in  the  Union,  and  you  cannot  do  it ; 
yet  it  is  only  upon  the  State  in  the  Union  that 
what  you  do  begins  to  act 

But  it  seems,  that,  altfaHough  the  proposed  restric- 
tion may  not  be  justified  by  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  gives  power  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union,  separately  considered,  there  are 
other  parts  of  the  Constitution  which,  combined 
with  that  clause,  will  warrant  it  And  fint,  we 
are  informed  that  there  is  a  clause  in  this  instru- 
ment whi<;h  declares  that  Congress  shall  guaranty 
to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  government; 
that  slavery  and  such  a  form  of  govemmmt  are 
incompatible ;  and,  finally,  as  a  conclusion  froni 
these  premises,  that  Congress  not  only  have  a  ripikt, 
but  are  hamd  to  exclude  slavery  from  a  new  State. 
Here,  again,  sir,  there  is  an  edifying  inconsistency 
between  the  argument  and  the  measure  which  it 
professes  to  vindficate.  By  the  argument  it  is  .main- 
tained that  Missouri  cannot  have  a  republican  form 
of  government  and  at  the  same  time  tolerate  negro 
slavery.  By  the  measure  it  is  admitted  that  Mis- 
souri may  tolerate  slavery,  as  to  persons  already 
in  bondage  there,  and  be  neverthelen  fit  to  be  re* 
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oeiyed  into  the  Union.  What  sort  of  Constitu- 
tional mandate  is  this,  which  can  thus  be  made  to 
bend,  and  trbckie,  and  compromise,  as  if  it  were  a 
BimfAe  rule  of  expediency  tnat  might  admit  of  ex- 
ceptions upon  motives  of  countervailing  expedi- 
ency 1  There  can  be  no  such  plianc^r  in  the  pei^ 
emptory  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  They 
cannot  be  obeyed  by  moieties  and  violated  in  the 
same  ratio.  They  must  be  followed  out  to  their 
full  extent,  or  treated  with  that  decent  neglect 
which  has  at  least  the  merit  of  forbearing  to  ren- 
der contumacy  obtrusive  by  an  ostentatious  display 
of  the  very  duty  which  we  in  part  abandon.  If 
the  decalogue  could  be  observed  in  this  casuistical 
manner,  we  might  be  grievous  sinners,  and  yet  be 
liable  to  no  reproach.  We  might  persist  in  all  our 
habitual  irregularities  and  stiu  be  spotless.  We 
might,  for  examjple,  continue  to  covet  our  neigh- 
bors' goods,  provided  they  were  the  same  neighlxirs 
whose  goods  we  had  before  coveted ;  and  so  of  all 
the  other  commandments. 

Will  the  gentlemen  tell  us  that  it  is  the  quatiiity 
of  daves^  not  the  quality  of  dawry,  which  takes  from 
a  government  the  republican  form  ?  Will  they  tell 
us,  (for  they  have  not  yet  told  us,)  that  there  are 
Constitutional  grounds,  (to  say  nothing  of  com- 
mon sense,)  upon  which  the  slavery  irmch  now 
exbis  in  Missouri  may  be  reconciled  with  a  repub- 
lican form  of  .government,  while  any  addition  to 
the  Humbtr  of  4U  iUnes,  (tne  quality  of  Savory  re- 
maining the  same)  from  the  other  States,  wiU  be 
repugnant  to  that  form,  and  metamorphose  it  into 
some  nondescript  government  disowned  by  the 
Constitution  ?  They  cannot  have  recourse  to  the 
treaty  of  1803  for  such  a  distinction,  jsinc^  inde- 
pendently of  what  I  have  before  observed  on  that 
head,  the  gentlemen  have  contended  that  the  treaty 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  They  have 
cut  themselves  off  from  all  chance  of  a  conveni- 
ent distinction  in  or  out  of  that  treaty  by  insisting 
that  slavery  beyond  the  old  United  States  is  re- 
jected by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  law  of  God, 
as  discoverable  by  the  aid  of  either  reason  or  rev- 
elation ;  and,  moreover  that  the  treaty  does  not 
include  the  case,  and  if  it  did,  could  not  make  it 
better.  They  have,  therefore^  completely  discred- 
ited their  own  theory  by  their  own  practice,  and 
left  us  no  theory  worthy  of  being  seriously  contro- 
verted. This  peculiarity  in  reasoning,*of  giving 
oat  a  universal  principle,  and  coupling  with  it  a 
practical  concession  that  it  is  wholly  fallacious, 
nas,  indeed,  run  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
ar^ments  on  the  other  side ;  out  it  Is  not,  as  I 
think,  the  more  imposing  on  that  account,  or  the 
le»  liable  to  the  criticism  which  I  have  here  be- 
stowed upon  it. 

Thereis  a  remarkable  inaccuracy  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  into  which  gentletnen  have  fallen, 
and  to  which  I  will  give  a  moment's  attention, 
without  laying  unnecessary  stress  upon  it    The 

f>vemment  of  a  new  State,  as  well  as  of  an  old 
tate,  must,  I  agree,  be  republican  inits/orm.  But 
it  has  not  been  very  clearly  explained  what  the  laws 
which  such  a  government  may  enact  can  have  to 
do  widi  its  form.  The  form  of  the  ^vemment  is 
material  only  as  it  furnishes  a  steunty  that  those 


laVs  will  protect  and  promote  the  jmbKc  happiness, 
and  be  made  in  a  republican  spirit  The  people 
beiog,  in  such  a  Government,  the  fountain  of  all 
power,  and  their  servants  being  periodically  respon- 
sible to  them  for  its  exercise,  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union  takes  for  granted,  (except  sp  far  as  it 
imposes  limitations,)  that  every  sucn  exercise  will 
be  justand  salutary.  The  introduction  or  contin- 
uance of  civil  slavery  is  manifestly  the  mere  result 
of  the  power  of  making  laws.  It  does  not,  in  any 
degree  enter  into  the  form  of  the  government  It 
presupposes  that  form  already  settled,  and  takes  its 
rise  not  from  the  particular  frame  of  the  govem>- 
ment,  but  from  the  general  power  which  every 
government  involves.  Make  tne  government  whiU 
you  will  in  its  organization  and  in  the  distribution 
of  its  authorities,  the  introduction  or  continuance 
of  involuntary  servitude  by  the  le^ative  power 
which  it  has  created  can  have  no  mftuence  on  its 
pre-established  form,  whether  monarchical,  aristo- 
cratical,  or  republican.  The  form  of  government 
is  slill  one  thug,  and  the  laW,  being  a  simple  ex- 
ertion of  the  ordinaiy  faculty  of  legislation  by 
those  to  whom  that  rorm  of  government  has  in- 
trusted it,  another.  The  gentlemen,  however,  iden- 
tify an  act  of  legislation  sanctioning  involuntary 
servitude  with  the  form  of  government  itself,  and 
they  assure  us  that  the  latter  is  changed  retroact- 
ively by  the  first,  and  is  no  longer  republican. 

But'  let  us  proceed  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the 
reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  this  notion 
that  involuntary  servitude  and  a  republican  form 
of  government  are  perfect  antipathies.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Morril)  has 
defined  a  republican  Grovemment  to  be  that  in 
which  all  the  men  participate  in  its  power  and 
privileges  :  from  whence  it  follows  tnat  where 
there  are  slaves  it  can  have  no  existence.  A  defi- 
nition is  no  proof,  however,  and  even  if  it  be  dig- 
nified, (as  I  think  it  was,)  with  the  name  of  a 
maxim,, the- matter  is  not  much  mended.  It  is 
Lord  Bacon  who  says  that  '^nothing  is  so  easily 
made  as  a  maxim;"  and,  certainly,  a  definition 
is  manufactured  with  equal  facility.  A  political 
maxim  is  the  work  of  induction,  and  cannot  stand 
against  experience,  or  stand  on  any  thing  but  ex- 
perience. But  the  maxim,  or  definition,  or  what- 
ever else  it  may  be,  sets  fact  at  defiance.  If  you 
go  back  to  antiquity,  you  will  obtain  no  counte- 
nance for  this  hypotneos ;  and  if  you  look  at  home 
you  will  gain  still  less.  I  have  read  that  Sparta, 
and  t  Rome,  and  Athens,  and  n»ny  others  of  the 
ancient  &mily,  were  Republics.  They  were  so  in 
form,  undoUbtedly---4he  last  approachmg  nearer  to 
a  peiiect  Democracy  than  any  other  Government 
which  has  yet  been  known  to  the  world.  Judging 
of  them,  also,  by  th?ir  fruits,  they  were  of  the 
highest  order  of  Republics.  SparUi  could  scarcely 
be  any  other  than  a  Republic,  when  a  Spartan  ma- 
tron could  say  to  her  son  just  marching  to  battle, 
«  Return  victorious,  or  return  no  mare!"  It  was  the 
unconquerable  spirit  of  liberty,  nurtured  by  repub- 
lican habits  and  institutions,  that  illustrated  the 
Pass  of  Thermopylae.  Yet  slavery  was  not  only 
tolerated  in  Sparta,  but  v^as  established  by  one  of 
the  fimdamental  laws  of  Lycorgus,  having  for  its 
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object  tbe  oncoiBnigement  of  tkat  retj  spirit.  At- 
tica was  foil  0f  slaTcs,  yet  tke  love  of  liberty  was 
its  chaiacteristic.  What  else  was  it  that  foiled  the 
whole  power  of  Penia  at  Maiathoa  and  Salamis  ? 
What  other  soil  than  that  which  the  genial  sun 
of  Repnblican  freedom  iUominated  and  wanned, 
coold  have  produced  such  men  as  Leonidas  and 
Bftiltiades^  Tnemistocles  and  Bpaminondas  ?  Of 
Rome  it  woold  be  saperfluous  to  speak  at  faurae. 
It  is  sufficient  to  name  the  mighty  mistress  of  me 
world,  before  Sylla  gave  the  fiist  stab  to  her  liber- 
ties aiid  the  great  dictator  accomplished  their  final 
isin,  to  be  reminded  of  the  pncticability  of  union 
between  civil  slavery  and  an  ardent  love  of  liberty 
cherished  by  icpubbcan  establishments. 

If  we  return  home  for  iastmetion  upon  this  point, 
we  perceive  that  same  union  exemplified  in  many 
a  Siate  in  which  ^  Liberty  has  a  temple  in  every 
house,  an  altar  in  every  heart,"  while  mvoHintary 
eervitude  is  seen  in  every  direction.  Is  it  denied 
tiMit  those  States  possess  a  repuUican  form  of  gov- 
ernment 1  If  it  is,  why  does  our  power  of  conee^ 
tion  deep  ?  Why  is  ttie  ConstitaticMial  guanaty 
eoffered  to  be  inactive  ?  Why  am  I  permitted  to 
fiit%ue  you^  as  the  representative  of  a  slaveholding 
State,  with  the  discussion  of  the  im^  ecmorm  (for 
so  I  think  them)  that  have  b^en  forced  mt»  this 
debate  tH>ntrary  to  all  the  remonstrances  of  tute 
and  pmdeifece  ?  Do  gentlemen  peroeive  the  conse- 
qaeaces  to  which  their  acgoments  mnst  lead,  if  they 
are  of  any  valoe  ?  Do  thev  reflect  that  they  lead  to 
emancipation  in  the  old  United  States — or  to  an 
exdttsion  of  Ddaware,  Maryland,  and  all  the 
South,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  West,  from  the 
Union  ? 

.My  honoiable  friend  from  Virginia,  sir,  has 
no  business  here,  if  this  disorganizing  creed  be  the 
production  of  any  thing  bat  a  heated  brain.  The 
State  to  which  I  beloog  mnst  ^  perform  a  lustra^ 
don" — must  poive  and  purify  herself  from  the 
feculence  of  civil  slavery,  and  emulate  the  States 
of  the  North  in  their  2eai  for  throwing  down  the 
ffloomy  idol  which  we  are  said  to  wonhip,  before 
aer  Senators  can  hate  any  title  to  appnr  in  this 
hjffh  assembly.  It  will  be  in  vain  to  urge  that  the 
old  United  States  are  exoeptiona  to  the  role;  ois, 
mther,^as  the  gentlemen  express  it,)  that  they  have 
wn  ditjxmtiam  to  appiv  the  rule  to  them.  There 
can  be  no  exceptions,  by  implication  only,  to  sudi 
m  rale':  and  e]roTeisioits  which  justify  the  exemp- 
tion or  the  old  States  by  inference^,  will  justify  tte 
eoaemption  of  Missouri,  unless  they'pomt  exelu- 
tMkf  to  them,  as  I  have  shown  they  ch>  not  The 
gUBioed  manner,  too,  in  which  some  of  die  gentle- 
■Ka  have  oocasionallv  expressed  themselves  on 
this  sabject,  is  somewnat  alarming.  TheT  have 
no  diepotUion  to  meddle  with  slavery  in  tne  old 
United  States.  Perhaps  not ;  but  who  shall  an* 
•awcr  for  their  successors  ?  Who  shall  furnish  a 
pledge  that  the  principle,  once  ingrafted  into  the 
Cbnstitutton,  wul  not  grow,  and  spread,  and  fruc- 
tify, and  overshadow  die  whde  land?  It  is  the 
natural  office  of  snch  a  principle  to  wrestle  with 
slavery,  wheresoever  it  finds  it  New  Stated,  eol- 
onized  by  the  apostles  of  this  princii^e,  will  enable 
it  to  set  on  foot  a  fanatical  crvndeagainst«y  wiw 


still  continue  to  tolerate  it,  althoagh  no  practicable 
means  are  pointed  out  by  which  th«r  can  get  rid 
of  it  consistently  with  tneir  own  safety.  At  any 
rate,  a  present  forbearing  diipositicm.  in  a  few  or 
in  many,  is  not  a  security  upon  whicn  much  reli- 
ance can  be  placed,  upon  a  subject  as  to  which  so 
many  selfish  mterests  and  ardent  feelings  are  con- 
nected with  the  cold  calculations  of  policy.  Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  the  old  United  Slates  are 
in  no  clanger  from  this  principle,  why  is  it  so? 
There  caalie  no  other  answer,  (which  these  zeal- 
ous enemies  of  slavery  can  use,)  ^ban,  that  the 
Constitution  recognises  slavery  as  existing,  or  capa- 
ble of  elating  in  those  States.  The  Constimtion, 
Uien,  admits  that  slavery  and^  rqioblican  form  of 
Qovernmentare  not  incongruous.  It  associates  and 
binds  them  up  togetharj,  and  repudiates  this  wild 
imaginatioo  whicn  the  ^entlonen  have  pressed 
upon  us  with  such  an.  air  of  triomph.  mt,  sir, 
the  Constitution  does  more,  as  1  have  bcretoibfe 
proved.  It  concedes  that  slavery  may  eodsi  in  a 
new  State,  as  well  as  in  an  old  ooe^  ainee  the  lan- 
gaage  in  which  it  lecojgnises  slavery  oomprehends 
new  States  as  well  as  actual.  I  tnut,  thrai,  tlwt  I 
shall  be  forgiven  if  I  suggest  that  no  eccentrici- 
ty in  argumeat  can  be  more  tiring  to  human  pa- 
tience than  a  formal  Assertion  that  a  Constitution, 
to  which  i^veholdinff  States  were  the  most  nu- 
meroiB  parties,  in  vniieh  slaves  are  tieaited  as 
property  as  weU  as  persons,  and  provisioii  is  made 
for  the  security  of  mat  property,  and  eren  for  an 
augmentation  of  it,  by  a  temporary  importstioB 
from  Africa,  a  clause  commanding  Congress  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government  to  those 
very  States  as  well  as  to  others,  authorizes  yon  to 
determine  that  slavery  and  a  republican  form  of 
government  cannot  co-exist 

But  if  a  republican  form  of  government  is  that  in 
which  all  the  men  have  a  share  in  the  pnUic  power, 
the  slaveholding  States  will  not  alone  retire  from 
the  Union.  Toe  constitutions  of  some  of  the  other 
Stales  do  not  sanction  univenal  sufilraffe,  or  tmirer- 
sal  eligibility*  They  require  eitizensihip,  and  age, 
and  a  certam  amount  of  property,  to  give  a  title 
to  vote  or  to  be  voted  for ;  and  they  who  bAve  not 
those  qualifiMsations  are  just  as  much  disfianefaised, 
with  regard  to  the  Ck>verament  and  its  power,  as 
if  they  were  slares.  They  have  civil  rights,  in- 
deed, (and  so  have  slaves,  in  a  less  degree,)  bat 
they  have  no  share  in  the  Ciovemment.  Their 
prorinee  is  to  obey  the  laws,  not  to  aasi^  in  makiof 
them.  All  such  States  must,  therefore.  he/M^ 
mUktUd-mfk  Viiginia  and  the  rest,  or  cimage  their 
system ;  for  the  (xmstitution,  being  afasoiutely  silent 
on  those  subjects,»will  aflbni  them  no  protection. 
The  Union  might  thus  be  reduced  from  an  Union 
to  an  unit.  Who  4loeB  not  see  that  such  conclu- 
sions flow  from  false  notions ;  that  the  tme  theory 
of  a  republican  GoTemment  is  mistaken ;  and  that, 
in  such  a  Government,  rishts,  political  and  civil, 
may  be  qualified  by  the  fundamental  law,  upon 
sucQ  inducements  as  the  freemen  of  the  couniiy 
deem  sufficient?  That  civil  rights  may  be  quali- 
fied, as  well  as  political,  is  proved  by  a  thousand 
examples.  Minors,  resident  aliens,  who  are  in  s 
I  eonne  of  nattgaliztion— <h«  other  sex,  whether 
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maids,  or  wires,  or  widows,  furnish  safllcieBt  prae- 
tical  proof  of  this. 

Again,  if  we  are^  to  entertain  ,theae  hopeful  ab- 
stractions, and  to  resolre  all  establishments  into 
their  imaginary  elements  in  order  to  recast  them 
npon  some  Utopian  plan,  and  if  it  be  true  that  aM 
the  men  ia  a  repabUcan  GoTeriiment  must  help  to 
wield  its  power,  and  be  emial  in  rights,  I  faeff  leare 
to  ask  the  honiNrable  genueman  from  New  Ilamp- 
8hire--«nd  why  not  all  the  womm  7    They,  too, 
are  God|s  ereatures,  and  not  only  rery  fair,  but 
rery  rational  creatures:  and  our  great  ancestor, 
if  we  are  to  credit  Miltoo,  accounted  them  the 
^  wisest,  rirluouKSt,  discreeCest,  best ;"  although,  to 
say  the  truth,  he  had  but  one  specimen  from  which 
to  draw' his  conclusion,  and,  possiUy,  if -he  had 
had  mofe,  would  not  hare  diawn  it  at  all.    They 
har^  moreoTer,  acknowledge  civil  rights  in  abun- 
dance, And,  Upon  afastmct  princi|]^,  more  than 
their  masculine  rulers  allow  them,  in  fact    Some 
moaarchies,  too,  fio  not  exclude  them  from  the 
throne.  We  hare  all  read  of  ElizabeCh  of  EBS^Mid, 
of  Catharine  of  Russia,  of  Semifsmis,  and  Zcao- 
bia,  and  a  long  Ust  of  royal  and  imperial  damas, 
about  as  good  as  an  equal  list  of  royal  and  impe- 
rial lords.    Why  is  it  that  their  exclusion  from  the 
power  of  a  popular  Gtovernment  is  not  deatructiTe 
of  its  repubfican  character?    I  do  not  address  this 
question  to  the  honovable  gentleman's  gallantry, 
but  to  his  abstnetioa)  and  his  theories,  and  his 
ttotf^s  of  the  infinite  perfectibility  of  human  in- 
stitutions, borrowed  from  Godwin,  and  the  mrba- 
lent  nhilosophers  of  ^mnce.    For  my  own  part, 
sir,  it  I  laay  hare  leaTe  to  say  so  much  in  the 
presence  of  this  mixed,  uncommon  audience,  I 
confess  I  am  no  friend  to  female  govemment,  un* 
less,  indeed,  it  be  that  which  reposes  on  gentleness, 
and  modesty,  and  virtue,  and  teminine  grace  and 
delicacy ;  and  how  powerful  a  goremment  that  is, 
we  haTe  all  of  us,  as  I  suspect,  at  some  time  or 
other,  eiteerienced.  But  if  the  ultra  repuUiean  doe- 
trmes  which  have  now  been  broached  should  erer 
gain  ground  among  us,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
aome  romantic  wfoimer,  treading  in  the  footstepa  of 
Mrs.  Wobtoneeraft,  should  propose  to  repeal  our  re- 
pobliean  law  taHquef  and  claim  for  our  wives  and 
daughters  a  fiill  particmation  in  political  P<yw«r, 
and  to  add  to  it  that  iionlestic  power  which,  in 
some  famities^  as  I  have  heard,  is  as  absolute  and 
anrepublican  as  any  power  can  be. 

I  have  thus  teaflowBd  the  hooorahle  gentlemen 
to  aTail  themsdves  of  their-  assomption  that  .the 
Conatitutiaiial  command  taguanmty  to  the  Statet 
-a,  repabUcan  foqn  of  govermnent,  grres  power  to 
coerce  those  Slates  in  the  adjutttmeBt  of  die  de- 
tatla  of  their  constitutions  upon  theoretieal  spvcu- 
lationa.  But,  surely,  it  is  passing  Strang  that  any 
man,  wbo  tmnks  at  all,  can  view  this  si^tary 
command  as  the  grant  of  a  power  so  monstrow ; 
or  look  at  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  protecting 
wMi«<iqfo  to  Congress  to  interpose  with  the  force 
and  authority  of^the  Union  againat  that  violence 
and  usurpation  by  which  a  member  of  it  might 
otherwise  be  oppressed  by  profligate  and  powenul 
individuals,  or  ambitious  and  unprincipled  factions. 
In  a  wovA,  the  resort  to  this  poitiaa  of  the  Con- 


stitution for  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
restriction,  b  one  of  those  extmvagances  (I  hope 
I  shall  not  offend  by  this  expression)  which  may 
excite  our  admlraUon,  but  cannot  call  for  a  very 
rigorous  refutation.  I  have  dealt  with  it  accord- 
iuffly,  and  have  now  done  with-it. 

We  are  next  invited  to  studv  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  relates  to  the  migration  or  im- 
portation, before  the  year  1808,  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  ike  States  then  existing  should  think  proper 
to  admit  It  runs  thus  *'  The  migration  or  im- 
'  portation  of  suah  penons  as  any  of  the  States 
^  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
'  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the 
'  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  bot 
^  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imnosed  on  such  importa^ 
<  tion  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  peiaon." 
^  it  is  said  that  this  clause  empowers  Congreaa 
after  the  year  1808,  to  prohibit  the  ^passage  or 
duvea  from  State  to  State,  and  ^e  word  *^  migea- 
tion"  is  relied  upon  for  that  purpose. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  nroof  of  the  existence  of 
a  power  by  a  cwusewfaica,  as  far  as  it  goes  deniea 


it  is  ahmys  iaadmissihle;  but  I  will  say  that  it  is 
amays  feeUe.  On  this  occasion,  it  is  singularly 
so.  The  power,  in  an  affirmative  shape,  cannot 
be  found  m  the  Constitution ;  or.  if  it  <^,  it  b 
equivocal  and  unsatis&ctory.  How  do  the  geu'- 
demen  suj^y  this  deficiency  1  By  the  aid  of  a 
negative  provision  in  aa  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  many  restrictions  are  inserted  m 
abundanH  oautda^  from  which  it  b  plainly  impossi- 
ble to  hdfer  that  the  power  to  which  they  apply 
would  otherwise  have  exbted.  Thus — *^  No  Btu 
of  attainder  or  er  poat  ftusto  law  shall  be  pass*  4/* 
Take  away  the  restriction,  could  Congress  pass  a 
bill  of  attainder,  the  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  ciiMs 
being  expressly  secured  by  the  Constitution  ?  The 
inference^  therefore,  from  the  prohibition  in  <)ues- 
tion,  whatever  mav  be  its  meaning,  to  the  power 
w4iieh  it  b  supposed  to  restrain,  but  wiiich  yoa  can- 
not lay  your  oncer  upon- with  aav  pretensions  te 
certainty,  must  oe  a  very  doubtfm  one.  But  the 
import  or  the  prohibition  is  also  dottbtfoh  as  the 
geademen  themselves  admit  So  that  a  doubtfbl 
power  b  to  be  made  certain  by  a  yet  more  doubt- 
ful negative  upon  powet^-or  rather,  a  doubtful  neg^ 
ative,  where  mere  is  no  evidence  of  oorreRpondiii^ 
affirmative,  is  to  make  out  the  affirmative  and  to 
justify  us  in  acting  upon  it,  in  a  matter  of  saeh  high 
moment)  that  jaMtUmtlbli  |X)wer  should  not  dare  to 
approach  it  If  the  negative  were  p^fectly  cleat 
in  Its  import,  the  cenehxsion  which  has  been  drawn 
firom  it  would  be  vash,  because  it  inight  have  pro- 
ceeded,  as  some  of  the  negatives  in  whose  coiih- 
pany  it  is  fbund  evidently  did  proceed,  from  gnat 
anxiety  to  prevent  such  assumptions  of  authority 
as  ate  now  attempted.  B^t  when  it  is  conceded 
that  Ike  sapiposed  import  ot  thb  neoativd  (as  to 
the  term  mf^ratkn)  b  ambi|^ooos,  and  that  it  may 
have  been  used  in  a  very  difierent  sense  from  that 
which  b  imputed  to  it,  the  eonclusipn  acquires  a 
character  of  boldness,  which,  however  some  may 
admire,  the  wise  and  reflecting*  will  not  fail- to 

condemn. 
In  die  consttuotion  of  thb  clause,  the  fiMt  rt^ 
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mark  that  occurs  is,  that  the  word  miffroHan  is  as- 
sociated with  the  word  imporUUiaiL  I  do  not  in- 
sist that  noKitwr  a  Mcii$  is  as  good  a  rule  in  matters 
of  interpretation  as  in  common  life :  but  it  is,  nev- 
ertheless, of  considerable  wei^t  wnen  the  associ- 
ated words  are  not  qualified  by  any  phrases  that 
disturb  the  effect  of  their  fellowship;  and  unless  it 
announces,  (as  in  this  case  it  does  not,)  by  specific 
nhrases  combined  with  the  associated  term,  a  dif- 
ferent intention^  Moreover,  the  ordinary  unre- 
stricted import  of  the  word  mdgratUm  is  what  I 
have  (here  supposed.  A  removal  from  district  to 
district,  within  the  same  jurisdiction,  is  never  de- 
nominated a  miffratian  of  penons.  I  will  concede 
to  the  honorable  gentlemen,  if  they  will  accept  the 
concession,  that  ants  may  be  said  to  migrate  when 
they  go  from  one  ant-hiU  to  another  at  no  great 
distance  from  it.  But  even  then  they  could  not  be 
said  to  migrate,  if  each  ant-hill  was  their  home  in 
virtue  of  some  federal  compact  with  insects  like 
themselves.  But,  however  this  may  be,  it  should 
seem  to  be  certain  that  human  beings  do  not  mi- 
graUy  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  simi^y  be- 
cause they  transplant  themselves  from  one  pface^  to 
which  that  Constitution  extends,  to  another  which 
it  equally  covers. 

If  this  word  migraUon  applied  to  freemen,  and 
not  to  slaves,  it  would  be  clear  that  removal  from 
State  to  State  would  not  he  comprehended  within 
it.  Why  then,  if  you  choose  to  apply  it  to  slaves, 
does  it  take  another  meaning  as  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  are  to  come  % 
^  Sir,  if  we  once  depart  from  the  usual  accepta- 
tion of  this  term,  fortified  as  it  is  by  its  union  with 
another  in  which  there  is  nothing  in  this  respect 
equivocal,  will  gentlemen  please  to  intimate  the 
point  at  which  we  are  to  stop  ?  Miffration  means, 
as  they  contend,  a  removal  from  State  to  State, 
within  the  pale  of  the  common  Government  Why 
not  a  removal,  also,  from  county  to  county  within 
a  particular  State— from  plantation  to  plantation — 
from  farm  to  farm — ^from  hovel  to  hovel  ?  Why 
not  any  exertion  of  the  power  of  locomotion?  I 
]Nrotest  I  do  not  see,  if  this  arbitrary  limitation  of 
the  natural  sense  of  the  term  fndgrotiQn  be  warrant- 
able, that  a  person  to  whom  it  applies  may  not  be 
compelled  to  remain  immoval^e  aU  the  days  of  his 
life  (which  could  not  well  be  many)  in  the  very 
spot,  literally  speaking,  in  which  it  was  his  good 
or  his  bad  fortune  to  te  bom. 

Whatever  may  be  the  latitude  in  which  the 
word  "persons"  is  capable  of  being  receiv^l,  it  is 
not  demed  that  the  word  "  importation"  indicates 
a  bringing  in  from  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  the 
United  States.  The  two  tmmii  of  the  impwior 
t/Wfiy  here  spoken  of,  are  a  foreign  country  and  the 
American  Union — ^the  first  the  Um^tmu  a  9110,  the 
second  the  ternitRU^  ad  quern.  The  word  miffratum 
stands  in  simple  connexion  with  it,  and,  of  course, 
is  left  to  the  full  influence  of  that  connexion.  The 
natural  conclusion  is,  that  the  same  termini  belong 
to  each,  or,  in  other  words,  that  if  the  importatum 
must  be  abroad,  so  also  must  be  the  migration — no 
other  termini  being  assigned  to  the  one  which  are 
not  manifestly  characteristic  of  the  other.  This 
conclusion  is  so  obvious,  that,  to  repel  it,  the  word 


migration  requires,  as  an  appendaffe,  explanatory 
phraseology,  giving  to  it  a  different  banning  from 
that  of  imporSEtion.  To  justify  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  intended  to  mean  a  removal  from  State  to 
State,  each  within  the  sphere  of  the  Constitution 
in  which  it  is  used,  the  audition  of  the  words  fiom 
one  to  anoUier  State  in  thie  Canton,  were  indispensable. 
By  the  omission  of  these  words,  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  compelled  to  take  every  sense  of  which  it 
is  fairly  susceptible  from  its  immediate  neither 
"  importation."  In  this  view  it  means  a  eommg, 
as  "  importation"  means  a  bringinff^  from  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  into  the  United  States.  That  it  is 
susceptible  of  this  meaning,  nobody  doubts.  I  go 
^ther.  It  can  have  no  other  meaning  in  the 
place  in  which  it  is  found.  It  is  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Union — ^which,  when  it  speaks  of 
migraUon  as  of  a  general  conoem,  must  besupposed 
to  have  in  view  a  migration  into  the  domain  which 
itself  embraces  as  a  Q«neral  GovemmenL 

Migration,  then,  even  if  it  comprehends  daves, 
does  not  mean  the  removal  of  them  from  Btate  to 
State,  but  means  the  coming  of  slaves  from  places 
beyond  their  limits  and  thdr  power.  And  if  this 
be  so,  the  gentlemen  gain  nothing  for  their  argu- 
ment by  showing  that  dares  were  the  objects  of 
this  term. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  island, 
(Mr.  BoRRiLL,)  whose  speech  was  distinguished 
tor  its  ability,  and  for  an  admirable  force  of  rea- 
soning, as  well  as  by  the  moderation  and  miljpess 
of  its  spirit,  informed  us,  with  less  discretion  than 
in  genml  he  exhibited,  that  the  word  ^  migration" 
was  introduced  into  tnis  clause  at  the  instance  of 
some  of  the  Southern  States,  who  wished  by  its 
instrumentality  to  guard  against  a  prohibition  by 
Congress  of  the  passage  into  those  States  of  slaves 
from  other  States.  He  has  given  us  no  authority 
for  this  supposition,  and  it  is,  therefore,  a  gratuitous 
one.  How  improbable  it  is,  a  moment's  reflection 
will  convince  nim.  The  African  slave  trade  be- 
ing open  during  the  whole  of  the  time  to  which 
the  entire  clause  in  question  referred,  such  a  pur- 
pose could  scarcely  be  entertained;  bat  if  it  had 
Deen  entertained,  and  there  was  believed  to  be  a 
necessity  for  securing  it,  by  a  restriction  upon  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  it,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  they  who  deemed  it  important  would 
have  contented  themselves  with  a  vague  restraint, 
which  was  calculated  to  operate  in  almost  any 
other  manner  than  that  which  they  desired  ?  If 
fear  and  jfealousy,  such  as  the  honorable  gentleman 
has  described,  had  dictated  this  provision,  a  better 
term  than  that  of  '•'  migration,"  simple  and  un<^uali- 
fied,  and  joined,  too,  with  the  word  ^  importation," 
would  have  been  found  to  tranqoilize  those  fears 
and  satisfy  that  jealousy.  Fear  and  jealousy  are 
watchful,  and  are  rarely  seen  to  accept  a  security 
short  of  their  object,  and  less  rarely  ta  shape  that 
security,  of  their  own  accord,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  it  no  security  at  all.  They  always  seek  an 
explicit  guaranty ;  and  that  this  is  not  such  a  guar- 
anty this  debate  has  proved,  if  it  has  pi^ved  noth- 
ing else. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  be  understood,  by  what  I  have 
said,  to  admit  that  the  word  m^gratimt  refers  to 
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s{aw8.  I  haye  contended,  oaif,  that  if  it  did  refer 
to  slaves,  it  is,  in  this  clause  syiionymous  with  im- 
portaiion  y  and  that  it  cannot  mean  the  mere  pas- 
sage of  slaves,  with  or  without  their  masters,  from 
006  State  in  tne  Union  to  another. 

But  I  now  deny  that  it  refers  to  slaves  at  all.  I 
am  not  for  any  man's  ofMnions  or  his  histories  upon 
this  sabject.  I  am  not  accustomed  jurart  in  vetiM 
moffiHri,  I  shall  take  the  clause  as  I  fihd  it,  and 
do  my  best  to  int^pret  it.    ♦        ♦        ♦        ♦ 

[NoTs. — Ader  going  through  with  that  part  of  his 
argumeat  relating  to  this  clauae  of  tho  Constitution, 
whicli  it  is  impossible  to  restore  from  the  imperfect 
notes,  Mr.  Pinkney  concluded  by  compressing  a  hope 
that  (what  he  deemed)  the  perilous  principles  urged  by 
those  in  favor  of  the  restriction  upon  th^  new  State 
would  b«  disavowed  or  explained,  or  that,  at  all  events, 
the  application  of  them  to  the  subject  under  discussion 
would  Dot  be  pressed,  bnt  Uiat  it  might  be  disposed  of 
in  a  manner  eatiaiactory  to  all  by  a  prospective  prohi- 
bitioB  of  slavery  in  the  territory  to  the  north  and  weat 
of  Missouri.] 

When  Mr.  Pinknby  had  concluded,  the  subject 
was  postponed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Otis. 


WBDNEsnAYi  February  16. 

Mr.  Leakb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  respecting  the  trade'  and  intercourse  with 
tke  Indian  tribes,  made  a  report,  accompanied  bv 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade  witn 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimblb  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio^  agreeing  to 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Umted 
States,  proposed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
confinii^^  the  power  of  Congress  in  establishing 
any  bank  or  other  moneyed  institution  to  die  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia;  and  the  resolutions' were  read. 

Mr.  HoRSBY  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brinjp  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
cxistiag  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tively to  the  securities  given  by  certain  officers  of 
the  Government,  together  with  certain  other  infor- 
mation as  may  tend  to  show  the  expediency  or  in- 
expediency or  altering  the  laws  for  appointing  the 
nme,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lilnds,  to  whiom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  biU  farther  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiting  of  lands  for 
failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  ^nd  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  LK)uisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motioti  for  consideration : 

lUiohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Atfaird  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  Jaw,  for  the  purchase  of  a  sufficient  number  of  fit 
vessels  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Qolf  of  Meiieo,  and  to  prevent  smnggling  on 
the  eoaat  of  Louisiana. 

16th  Con,  1st  Sb88.~14 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mt,  Bdrrill  in  the  Chair,}  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  again  rose  and  spoke 
more  than  one  hour  in  support  of  the  opinions 
which  he  had  previously  advanced  on  the  right 
and  expediency  of  restricting  Missouri  as  to  slavery, 
and  in  answer  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  replied 
to  his  previous  remarks. 

Mr.  LiOOAN,  of  Kentucky,  followed,  and  spoke  a 
short  time  in  teply  to  Mr.  Kino. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  he  had  entertained  a  hope  that 
some  other  member  of  the  Senate  would  have  re- 
plied to  the' gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had 
just  sat  down.  But  this  debate  had  been  so  pro- 
tracted, he  could  find  no  gentleman  disposed  to  do 
so ;  therefore,  he  would  do  it  himself,  rather  than  it 
should  go  unnoticed.  In  doing  so,  he  would  ex- 
amine his  arguments,  and  make  such  reply  as  they 
apipeared  to  merit. 

The  gentleman  had  said:  "Why  not  admit 
'Maine?  Nobody  objects  to  Maine.  You  held 
^  out  an  invitatioir  to  her,  and  the  people  would  ex- 
'  pect  It,  and  would  not  be  satisfied  if  you  rejected 
*  her." 

Mt.  President,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are 
so  far  from  wishing  Maine  as  a  separate  State, 
when  the  question  was  submitted  to  them,  they 
voted  down  the  scheme,  and  said  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts should  remain  entire.  But.  sir,  when- 
ever Missouri  applied  for  admission,  tne  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State,  to  keep  up  what  tne  gentleman 
calls  die  balance  of  political  power,  immediately 
passed  a  law  to  authorize  the  division.  Preparatory 
to  such  a  measure,  the  gentleman  himself,  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  after  he  had  taken  a 
very  active  part  to  reject  Missouri,  brought  forward 
a  navigation  bill  for  the  accommodation  of  Maine, 
when  3ie  should  become  a  State ;  and  this  is  what 
he  is  pleased  to  call  holding  out  an  invitation. 
This  was  a  measure  adopted  to  keep  pace  in  poli- 
tical power,  if  Missouri  could  not  be  kept  out.  This 
was  the  course  pursued  by  New  York  when  Ver- 
mont petitioned  to  become  a  separate  State.  The 
application  of  Vermont  could  not  be  heard,  until 
Kentucky  petitioned  also,  and  then  New  York 
gave  her  consent  at  once ;  and  a  struggle  ensued 
which  should  be  admitted  first,  and  Vermont  pre- 
vailed. 

The  discontent  of  the  people  was  still  kept  up ;  he 
believed  we  were  never  to  hear  the  last  or  it.  The 
gentleman  had  reiterated  in  every  speech  he  had 
made  before  the  Senate.  If  the  people  were  let 
alone,  they  would  do  right.  But,  it  is  found  to  be 
expedient  to  keep  up  the  excitement  by  some  means, 
because  they  are  a  necessary  instrument  in  this 
business,  if  tney  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  it.  The 
^tleman  from  New  York,  and  the  Governor  of 
that  State,  who  had  taken  a  very  active  out-door 
share  in  tnis  question,  had  tried  on  this  occasion 
which  could  excite  the  people  the  most.  One 
seemed  to  fear  the  other  snoiud  outdo  him.    The 
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people  of  that  State  were  first  goaded  on  to  hant 
down  the  man  who  had  taken  so  distinguished  a 
pArt  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  it  was 
time  to  blot  this  from  his  escutcheon,  otherwise  he 
might  become  too  formidable.  This  was  to  take 
care  of  the  home  department ;  there  was  no  fur- 
ther use  for  him  now^  and  he  must  be  put  down. 
Their  artillery  is  next  turned  upon  the  South  and 
the  West,  and  the  pretext  is,  opposition  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery.  The  people  are  led  to  believe 
that  the  Southern  and  Western  States  are  endeav- 
oring to  open  afresh  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
the  North  and  East  were  to  be -swallowed  up  by 
Africans.  If  the  real  fact  had  been  stated,  that 
the  question  was  nothing  more  than  whether  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  now  lived  in 
Missouri,  and  owned  slaves,  should  be  at  liberty 
to  kec^tjiem  there,  or  whether  they  shoi^d  be  set 
free  over  their  masters'  heads,  the  subject  would 
<have  been  a  plain  one,  and  the  people  would  have^ 
reasoned  for  themselves.  Therefore,  it  is  necessary 
to  magnify  the  impending  evil,  or  the  people  would 
have  retained  their  senses,  and  this  farce  could  not 
have  been  keep  up. 

Mr.  Si  said  he  would  trace  thib  excitement  of 
the  people  to  its  source.  It  originated  in  the  city 
of  iNew  York.  On  the  17th  of  November  last, 
Mr;  P.  A.  Jay  and  Co.  called  a  meeting  in  that 
city,  and,  by  some  ready-made  resolves,  which 
they  brought  in  their  pockets,  they  induced  the 
•  people  to  believe  that  Missouri,  in  applying,  as  all 
other  territories  had  done,  to  become  a  State,  had 
no  other  motive  for  doing  so  than  that  of  extending 
slavery.  This  committee  wrote  a  letter  to  the  gen- 
tleman whom  you  have  just  heard,  to  furnish  them 
with  his  speeches  whicn  he  had  delivered  in  the 
Sttiate,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery,  last  Winter. 
On  the  22d,  which  was  only  five  days  after  the  appli- 
cation, he  furnished  the  speeches.  It  is  certainly 
worthy  of  remark,  that  it  is  a  little  uiiusual  for  a  dig* 
nified  Senator  of  this  body  to  publish  his  speeches  for 
the  purpose  of  popular  excitement.  These  speeches, 
and  a  letter  containing  not  more  than  twenty  lines, 
wrote  by  the  Honorable  John  Jay,  who  was  now 
in  his  dota«e,  furnished  the  text-book,  which,  in 
the  hands  of  this  self-created  assembly,  commenced 
this  excitement.  These  text-books  were  published 
in  every  newspaper  throughout  the  Nortnern  and 
Eastern  States.  They  were  accompanied  bv  the 
most  violent  resolves  against  slavery  and  slave- 
holders, until  the  people  became  inflamed  as  far 
as  that  part  of  the  project  could  be  carried  on. 

Then,  sir,  comes  your  cross-road  meetings  and 
your  tavon  meetings — ^your  town  meetings  and 
your  city  meetings.  These  were  called  wherever 
they  could  muster  animation  enough.  Add  to 
these  the  pamphlets  of  Marcus,  Raymond,  and  fifty 
other  scribblers,  sending  forth  their  venom.  The 
whole  of  this  ^oup  poured  forth  their  abuse,  and 
left  the  constitutionality  on  the  authority  of  the 
two  speeches  and  the  little  letter.  These  speeches, 
the  little  letter,  the  cross-road  resolves,  and  the 
envenomed  pamphlets,  were  sent  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind  throughout  all  the  Northern  and  East- 
em  IStates ;  and  at  least  five  hundred  tin  wagons 
were  tent  with  them  to  the  South  and  West. 


This  is  a  literal  deaeiiption  of  the  scene  which 
had  been  played  off.  with  all  this,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman would  seem  to  be  tremendously  afraid  of 
the  people. 

As  tms  question  had  advanced  in  the  discussion, 
the  gentleman  had  advanced  in  the  extravagance 
of  his  positions.  He  had  laid  the  Coasaiution  out 
of  the  question,  and  trampled  it  under  foot,  in  his 
first  speech  of  the  session.  He  had  now  seined 
to  douDt  hk  laws  of  nature,  that  were  so  eonclu- 
sive  with  him  but  a  few  days  a^.  He  had,  in  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  delivered^  gone  soMy 
on  the  ground  of  his  feelings,  political  convem- 
ence,  and  political  power,  intermingled  with  illib- 
eral reproaches.  Our  country  must  be  in  awful 
periL  and  our  Government  approximating  with 
rapidity  to  dissolution,  when  members  of  th^  Sen- 
ate, who  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  defend  the 
Ck>n8titution,  before  they  were  permitted  to  take 
theiJr  seats  here,  lav  aside  that  Constitutioa  to  give 
place  to  their  feoin^  to  this  political  canveni- 
ence.  and  the  acquisition  of  political  power.  Are 
gentlemen,  in  l^islating  in  the  ordinary  way,  on 
a  familiar  subject,  to  set  round  the  Constitution, 
by  telling  you  what  they  wish  it  to  be,  instead  of 
telling  you  what  it  is  ?  Is  this  defending  the  Con- 
stitution, within  the  oath  we  have  taken?  If 
yonr  Constitution  is  to  be  twisted  to  every  man's 

Eurpose,  it  will  be  mere  waste  paper,  except  in  the 
ands  of  desigaiiig  intriguers,  w1k>  wish  to  mould 
the  Government  to  their  own  ambitious  views. 
The  gentleman  has  said,  "  he  feeb  himself  degcad- 
'  ed  in  th6  Senate ;  that  he  is  not  upon  an  equal 
'  footing  with  gentlemen  firom  a  slave-holding 
'  Statew  He  r^|)resents  a  State  of  freemen  ;  they 
'  represent  a  state  of  freemen  and  slaves." 

Mr.  S.  said  this  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
could  receive  no  reply,  because  i|  deserved  none 
but  such  as  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  rules  of 
that  Senate.  The  gentleman  had,  with  the  same 
deliberate  composure,  told  the  Sowte,  "  the  peo- 
^  ^e  who  held  slaves  were  indolent  and  iaacdve. 
<  They  had  slaves  to  work 'for  them$  therefore, 
'  they  would  not  work  for  themselves.  By  this 
'  means,  the  energies*  of  the  Government  most  be- 
^  come  enfeeUed  and  relaxed.  The  Northern  peo- 
'  pie  attended  to  their  own  bmnneas;  they  were 
'  always  en^iaged  in  some  active  empk>yinent." 

Mr.  President,  is  this  a  language  for  a  g^oitleman 
to  utter  in  this  Hall,  in  his  Senatorial  character, 
who  ought  to  employ  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind, 
and  all  the  powers  q£  his  eloquence,  to  appease 
every  feiment  that  should,  in  any  degree,  tend  to 
relax  the  bonds  of  thi»  Union  7  Instead  of  this,  the 
gentleman  has  sought  every  opportunity  to  indulge 
aU  the  fanciful  arguments  of  nis  imagination,  that 
could  lead  to  rouse  unfriendly  and  hostile  feelings 
between  different  sections  of  the*  nation.  But^e 
sentlemanis  under  an  egregious  mistake  in  bis 
facts.  The  people  of  the  South  and  West  are  as 
much  in  the  habit  of  industry  as  any  people  in 
America.  There  are  few  persons  among  theni, 
whether  they  own  slaves  or  not.  who  are  not  so. 
Where  he  ffot  his  information  he  did  not  relate, 
but  it  is  probable  he  got  it  from  iK>me  pamphlet 
writer.  The  gentleman  himself^  perhaps,  had  little 
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to  do  but  to  attoid  bank  meetings,  and  look,  now 
and  ihen,  into  the  management  of  hi9  bank  stock. 
This  coQid  give  him  no  ^tat  deal  to  boast  of,  as 
respected  industrious  habits,  whatever  other  habits 
it  mkht  inspire.    He  says,  '^  these  |;entlemen  who 

<  wish  to  extend  slayery  to  Missouri,  are  obliged  to 
'  be  constantly  on  the  watch  against  the  insurrec- 
'  tioa  of  their  own  slares.  They  were  alamied  at 
'  the  toll  of  every  bell." 

This  was  as  unfounded  as  any  position  he  had 
advaneed.  We  had  nothing  to  tear,  sir,  if  unprin- 
cipled incendiaries  would  mind  their  own  busineesi 
and  let  our  slaves  alone.  If  the  gentleman  pursued 
the  course  he  had  set  out  <hi,  he  might  succeed  in 
producing  this  state  of  things  in  time ;  but  he  ought 
to  be  amongst  the  last  to  tdl  us  of  it^  as  he  had 
been  amongst  the  first  to  excite  it  Almost  all  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, and  especially  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  had  urged,  wuh  much  zeal,  the  impolicy  of 
extending  slavery,  because  it  destroyed  your  mili- 
tary ehanieter.    He  says,  "if  you. tolerate  this  ex- 

*  tenaiott  of  slavery,  you  must  diminish  your  white 

<  population  in  proportion,  and,  in  time  of  war, 
'  ittMead  of  supplying  their  proportion  of  military 

*  strength,  the  tree  States  will  have  to  defend  your 
'  country,  and  protect  the  slaveholding  States  at 

<  the  same  time." 

Mr.  President,  all  the  resolutions  of  the  cross- 
road meetings,  and  of  the  town  meetings,  and  of 
the  primary  assemblies,  and  a|)  the  pamphlet  wri- 
ters, fVom  Marcus  to  Mr.  Fhiladdphia^  had  held 
the  same  language.  Sir.  daring  the  Revolutionary 
war,  die  people  of  the  slaveholding  States  fought 
your  principal  battles,  and  found  no  inconvenience 
irom  their  slaves;  their  slaves  were  useftil,  and  par- 
ticipated with  their  masters,  in  many  respects,  in 
the  onrdens  of  the  war.  These  gentlemen  of  the 
Senate,  and  among  them  the  gentlemen  of  New 
York,  and  these  resolvers,  and  the  pampUet  wri- 
ters, had  all  been  alent  abotit  the  military  strength 
of  the  nation,  wh&t  We  were  engaged  in  our  last 
war.  As  a  test  of  the  military  stten^h  fhmished 
from  the  different  sections  of  the  Unpn,  it  Would 
not  prove,  to  their  satisfaction,  the  correctness  of 
their  position. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  forbear  any 
comparisons  of  the  military  services  rendoed  by 
lAie  Afferent  sections  of  the  Union  in  aid  of  that 
war,  becAtise  he  had  desiced  to  discuss  this  question 
upon  its  own  merits :  but,  whenever  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  been  drove  from  one  ground, 
he  ^d  taken  another,  and  had  finally  taken  shelter 
under  this  nulitary  protection.  To  drive  the  gen- 
tleman from  this  ground,  dso,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
now  to  examine  who  fought  your  battles  during 
that  war. 

Anoong  the  non-slaveholding  States^  as  they  are 
pleased  to  call  themselves,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
form  exceptions.  To  their  immortal  honor,  they 
cotdd  not  be  "reduced.  With  these  exceptions, 
9vty  instead  of  the  free  States,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman so  often  speaks,  furnishing  a  military  force 
to  repel  the  enemy,'  they  withdrew  themselves  en- 
tirely from  the  contest,  and  affiMrded  you  neither 
men  nor  money.    That  very  Mr.  Oakley,  who, 


to  augment  that  frenzy  already  racing  in  New 
York,  declared,  that  since  this  subject  had  beea^ 
before  Congress,  that  slaverv  did  not  exist  now  in 
the  United  States,  did,  ^t  the  Summer  session  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  which  was  ccmvened 
for  the  express  purpose  oi  devising  means  for  rais^ 
ing  money  to  support  that  war,  declare^  in  his 
place,  in  a  public  debate  in  Congress,  that  "he did. 
^  hope  no  Federalist,  who  had  loaned  money  to  the 
^  Government  for  the  purpose  of  carrying-on  that 
^  war,  would  ever  recover  it  again." 

In  time  of  that  war,  sir,  a  reveziue  of  six  hundred 
thousand  doUars  was  raised,  by  a  tax  levied  by  your 
Government  on  these  slaves,  and  their  mastcn 
fought  your  battles.  The  Southern  and  Western 
people,  D)r  their  own  oQueans,  and  with  their  own 
hands,  raised  their  fortifications  to  resist  the  puhUo 
enemy.  These  very  slaveholders,  whom  the  gen* 
tleman  from  New  York  tells  you  caniiot  work,  by 
their  own  personal  labor  raised  you  works  for  pulbh 
lie  defence  that  would  do  hcmor  to  any  nation. 
Where,  sir.  was  that  ^^tleman  at  work?  He  f^X 
himself  safe,  sir,  withm  the  public  works  in  New 
YoiAt.  That  State  had  found  means  of  obtaining 
from  this  Government  as  much  money  as  all  tliS 
rest  of  the  nation  had  done,  and  had  no  occasion 
to  work.  Where  were  your  ti^lar  armies  rais^, 
sir?  Why^  they  were  raised  in  the  slaveholding 
States,  witn  the  exception  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio.  And  where  ^were  your  armies  employed  7 
The^  were  employed  on  the  frontier  of  New  Yorky. 
to  shield  it  from  tne  ravages  of  the  enemy;  and  in 
Canada,  to  protect  the  New  England  States.  Mr. 
S.  said,  there  were  five  companies  of  regular  sol- 
diers oilisted  in  his  own  neighborhood,  who  were 
marched  off"  to  the  North,  where  all  your  regular 
axmiea  went,  with  very  little  exception;  and  these 
slaveholding  States,  as  that  gentleman  would  say, 
were  left  to  take  care  of  their  slaves,  and  to  fight 
the  enemy  themselves,  without  any  aid  from  the 
public  resources. 

While  a  ruthless  enemy, were  endeavoring  to 
sack  and  burn  e^^  town  and  city  belonging  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  who  defended 
thorn?  They  were  defended  by  militia  raised 
among  themselves,  who  fought  and  brought  into 
complete  subjection,  not  oiily  the  numerous  Indian 
tribes  bordenng  on  a  long  frontier,  that  were  so 
formidable  to  Uie  safety  of  your  women  and  chil- 
dren, whilst  their  husbands  and  fathers  had  gone 
to  Sackett's  Harbor,  Plattsbutg,  and  Canada^  to 
give  safety  to  your  free  States.  Who  dislodged 
the  enemy  at  PenaacoUi?  A  for^eraiaed  fi»m  the 
Slates  which  the  gentenan  tells  you  are  alaimed 
at  every  hell  that  toik.  Who  fought  the  battle  of 
the  eighth  of  January,  of  New  Orleans?  Thepeo-  * 
jde  from  these  same  States,  who  left  their  families 
and  plantations  at  a  minute's  warning-^a  raw 
miUtiar-^and  triumphed  over  the  invincibJes  of  Eur 
rope,  in  a  manner  mat  had  astonished  the  world. 

Tms  waa  a  war,  sir,  to  raise  yon  from  the  dust 
in  which  you  had  be^  trampled  by  every  foteign 
nation  which  chose  to  set  its  foot  on  you.  This 
was  a  war  on  which  Heaven  itself  smued*  It  re- 
stored to  yon  a  just  character  amongst  aatiov. 
It  gave  you  an  dlevation  ivjiich  fifty  yearn  of  peace. 
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in  the  hamiliating  and  degraded  condition  in  which 
die  £[entleman's  free  States  wished  to  keep  you, 
could  not  have  done.  In  the  nudst  of  this  war, 
when  the  slaveholding  States  supplied  your  regu- 
lar army  to  the  North,  and  an  emcient  militia  at 
home  obeyed  every  order  of  Qovemment  with 
promptness  and  alacrity,  and  drove  the  enemy 
from  your  borders,  what  was  thtf  military  front 
which  the  gentleman's  free  States  presented '?  The 
(Sovemors  of  these  free  States,  sir,  were  consulting 
the  Constitution,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  by  it,  or  not;  and 
they  consulted  until  the  war  terminated,  and  their 
mttitary  strength  resulted  in  insult  to  the  rest  of 
the  Union.  These  free  States  were  trading  at 
their  ease,  under  British  ticense  and  British  pro- 
clamations. In  these  free  States  there  were  men 
of  unrivalled  patriotism,  who  never  lost  sight  pi 
the  public  eood ;  but  they  were  an  overwhelmed 
minority.  These  free  States,  and  their  adherents 
in  their  neighboring  States,  at  the  time  of  the 

Sreatest  pressure  of  that  war.  formed  a  project  to 
efeat  you,  if  the  enemy  could  not.  They  called 
a  convention,  for  the  purpose,  as  they  say,  among 
other  things,  in  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts — 

**  More  effectutlly  to  secare  tbe  inpport  and  attach* 
ment  of  all  the  people,  by  placing  all  upon  the  baais 
of  fair  representation." 

Sir,  whilst  the  slaveholdin^  States  were  doing 
honor  to  your' nation,  by  their  military. achieve- 
ments, these  free  States  were  devising  means  to 
subvert  your  rights,  and  take  from  you  your  rep* 
resentation,  bv  the  very  means  which  are  noW  m 
agitation.  This  legislative  resolution  can  refer  to 
nothing  else.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  York  was  called  in  August,  1813,  at 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  TMr.  Kino)  and 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Jay  officiatea.  They  offered 
their  resolntions  expressive  of  the  strongest  disap- 
probation of  the  war,  and  predicting  its  unhappy 
issue.    They  declared — 

*^That  the  queation  of  peace  or  war  involves  all  that 
is  dear  or  valuable  on  this  aide  the  grave ;  that  rep- 
resentatives be  choien  in  the  several  coantiea,  discreet 
men,  the  friends  of  peace,  to  confer  with  each  other, 
and  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  peace  in  onr  sitter 
States,  in  devising  and  panning  such  Constitutional 
measbrea  bb  may  seizure  our  independence  and  pre- 
serve our  Union ;  both  of  which  are  endangered  by  the 
present  war." 

These  are  the  gentlemen  who  tell  you,  in  time 
of  war  they  must  not  only  defend  the  nation  against 
a  foreign  enemy,  but  protect  you  against  your  own 
,  slaves.  These  are  the  genUemen  who  tell  yon, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  for  your  internal  pro- 
tection, they  will  send  you  help.  From  such  help 
may  we  be  kindlv  protected !  There  is  no  help  so 
remote  as  that  wnich  is  determined  never  to  come 
to  your  relief. 

'Mr.  S.  said  he  had  made  these  remarks,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  show  that  Missouri  was,  by 
the  Constitution,  entitled  to  her  admission,  as  to 
demonstrate  the  futility  of  the  arguments  of  the 
Bentleman,  which  had  not  evoi  a  reference  to  the 
constitution,  he  having  laid  that  aside.    The  facts 


as  respected  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  for  calling  a  convention  of  the  New 
England  States,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  New 
York  meeting,  to  procure  a  peace  representation  in 
the  midst  of  a  glorious  war,  ne  derived  them  from 
the  publication  of  a  memb^  of  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, published  a  few  days  sigo,  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  for  the  examination  of  the  public. 

Mr.XiLOTO  likewise  spoke  a  short  time  in  reply 
to  Mr.  KtNO. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Pinkrbt,  Mr. 
Barbour,  and  Mr.  Mellen,  respectively  added  a 
few  remarks;  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  (to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills  in  one  bill,)  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

For  uniting  the  hilU — Mesv*.  Barbour,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Oullard,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pinkney,  Pleasmnta»  Smith, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Misaitsippi,  and  Williama  of 
Tennefsee — ^S3. 

Agaimt  aniUng  the  biU^^Mewtn.  Borrill*  Dana, 
Dickerson,  Horsej,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York«  J«aii- 
man«  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles;  Sanford,  l^ichenor*  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 21. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the  bilL  proposing, 
in  substance,  to  prohibit  slavery  in  all  tne  territory 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  north  of  thirty-six  and  a 
half  dej|;rees  of  north  latitude,  excepting  within 
the  limits  of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  thirty-six  and  a  half 
degrees,  and  inserting,  a.s  the  line  north  of  which 
slavery  should  hereafter  be  excluded,  the  fortieth 
desree  of  north  latitude.  , 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Eowaros,  of  ULnois  ^  and  after  a 
short  discussion,  the  motion  was  negatived — three 
or  four  only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  offered,  as  a  substitute  to  Mr. 
Thomas's  amendment,  a  section  prescribing  the 
same  limits  beyond  which  slavery  shall  not  be  al- 
lowed, but  made  applicable  to  the  same,  only 
'^  whUe  said  nortion  of  country  remains  a  Tem- 
tory."  A  substitute  for  the  amendment  not  being 
in  order,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Eaton  withdrew  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Trimbls,  of  Onio,  next  proposed  to  amend 
Mr.  Thomas's  atnendment,sub6tantiallyyby  mak- 
ing it  to  apply  to  all  the  country  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, except  so  much  as  is  comprehended  within 
the  Statt^  of  Louisiana  and  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri. — ^Rejected. 

After  considerable  discussion,  but  before  the 
question  was  put  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  the  subject  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row *,  and, the  Senate  adjourned. 


THCRsnAY,  February  17. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentativeB 
inforoked  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
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a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
further  time  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  estaUi^- 
ing  trading^houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,'"  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  San pord.  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referrea  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  merchants  and  others,  of  Philaddphia, 
and  also  the  memorial  of  James  Wood  and  otners, 
merchants,  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  sales  at  auc- 
tion, were  discharged  from  the  furuier  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  they  were  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, to  consider  and' report  thereon. 

The  FRBSiDEirr  communicated  the  memorial  of 
Gteudry  and  Dufaure,  merchants,  of  Savannah, 
stating  that  they  are  indebted  to  the  United  States 
on  bonds,  for  duties  on  Madeira  wine  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  praying  that  said  bonds  may 
be  cancelled;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  pRESi OBiiT  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
judges  of  the  ornhans'  courts  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  complaininff  of  the  present  organiza- 
tion and  condition  of  w  said  courts,  and  i>raying 
the  Mune  mav  be  amended ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  three  memorials,  signed 
by  a  number  of  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  rhil- 
addphia,  on  the  subject  of  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion; and  the  memcM'ials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Vak  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Theron  Free- 
man, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Mc- 
Neil, of  Louisiana,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Butler  and  others,  praying  pensions;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  ana  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciarvjto  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard Willcox,  praying  for  a  law  to  secure  to  him 
the  ezcltisive  benefit  of  the  invention  of  a  portable 
rotary  oven,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard 
Wulcox ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Noble  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  for  a  continuation  of  the  national 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  Virginia,  to  St.  Charles, 
on  the  Missouri  river ;  and  the  resolution  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. .  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 

Ordered,  That  the  report  o£  the  commissioners 


apiK)inted  to  examine  and  assess  the  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  the 
quartermaster  general  of  the  seventh  military  dis- 
trict, in  obedience  to  a  general  order  of  Major 
General  Jackson,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  liq^ted  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providiiig,  bylaw,  for  protecting  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  ia  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  to  prevent  smuggling  on  the  coast  of 
Louisiana,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noa^  Brown  and  othen ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wte 
roerred  the  petition  of  Martha  Youngs  and  others ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  tne  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Mellen,  the  further  consideration  thereor  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  jfur- 
ther  provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the 
further  oonsideration  thereof  wsj^  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HoRasT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  l^ing 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  padtoed 
to  the  second  readiiig. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 

THE  NEW  STATES'  BILL 

The  following  amendment,  offered  by  Mr. 
Thomas,  and  pending  when  the  Senate  adjourned 
yesterday,  being  still  under  consideration : 

**  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the  sixth  article 
of  eompset  of  the  ordincnee  of  Congren,  passed  on 
the  thirteenth  day  of  Joly,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  for  the  govemment  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  i^  river  Ohio, 
shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be,  and  hereby  is, 
deemed  and  held  applicable  to,  and  shall  have  fall 
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Ibroe  and  effect  in  and  otar,  all  that  traet  of  oountiy 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Scalee,  under  the  name 
of  Louiiiana»  which  lies  north  of  thutjr-eiz  degrees 
and  thirty  minntea  north  latitude,  excepting  only  such 
part  thereof  at  ia  included  within  tae  limita  of  the 
State  contemplated  by  this  act." 

Mr.  Thomas  withdrew  this  amendment,  and 
offered  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

"And  be  Ufurthet  enacted^  That,  in  all  that  territo- 
ry ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  Umits 
of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  in- 
irolnntary  sort itude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crimes  whereof  the  ptity  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be  and  is  nereby  forever  prohibited :  Pro^ 
Med,  always^  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
came,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  sudi 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid." 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  said  proposed 
Aknetidment,  by  striking  out  after  the  word  ^  that," 
in  the  first  line«  the  following :  <^  territory  «eded 

»  Fiance  to  tne  United  States,  under  tire  name 
Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty^x  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  except- 
ing only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within 
the  Umits  of  the  .State  contemplated  hf  this  act ;" 

and  inao'ting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following :  ^  All 
tiiat  part*  of  Louismna  (as  ceded  by  Prance  to 
the  United  States)  which  lies  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  except  that  part  which  is  contained 
in  ^e  State  of  Louisiana,  and  except  that  part 
of  the  territory  which  lies  north  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  east  of  the  seventeen^  or  ninety- 
fourth  degree  of  west  longitude,  agreeably  to 
Melish'»map,  and  south  of  the  line  which  may 
be  established  for  die  northern  boundary  for  tbe 
proposed  State  of  Missouri  ;'*  (in  substance,  to 

exclude  slaTCry  from  the  whole  country  west  of 

the  Misaissimi,  except  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 

and  Missoun.; 
This  motion  was,  after  some  discussion,  decided 

in  the  negatire,  by  yeas  and  nay^,  as  fi[^ows : 

Far  Mr.  THmbie's  amendment — Messrs.  Bnrrill, 
Dana*  Dickerson,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  MorriU'Otis,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles^  Sanford  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
VAi  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 20. 

Against  tV-T-Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Satoa,  iSIliot, 
Edwards,  GaUlard,  Johnson  of  Kentucky«  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan, 
Macon,  Noble,  Pinkney,  PleasanU,  Cknith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama.  Walktr  of 
Geoigia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — fU» 

The  qtiestion  tkeU  recurred  on  Mr.  THCiMas's 
amendment,  which  is  in  the  following  words : 

**  And  be  it  futther  masted.  That  in  all  that  terri- 
tc^  ceded  by  rrance  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  Lotrisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  exeepUng  only 
such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  limits  of 


the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  invol- 
ontary  aervitud^  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  ahaH  have  been  duly  eoa- 
vieted,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  Ibrevier  pn^ibited  :  iVv- 
vided  always,  That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same, 
from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive 
may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  pcnon 
claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaidJ'' 

On  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  the  q^nstian 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  detemuned  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

For  the  amendment — Messrs.  Brown,  BonriH,  Bssa, 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  >fidwards.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Jolmson  of  Loutstana,  King  «f  Alabaaia» 
King  of  New  York,  Lanmaa,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logsa, 
Lowrie*  Mellon,  MoRil,OtiB,  Palmer,  Pantitt,  PiBkney, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokea  Thomas,  Tichener, 
Trimble*  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Wilhasis  of 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson— -34* 

Against  the  amendment — Measrs.  Baibour,  Elliot, 
GsiUard,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Wieilker  of  Georgia^  and  Williama  of  Mississippi — 10. 

Mr.  Trimblb  then  moved  to  amend  the  hiU,  so 
as  to  bring  the  north  line  of  the  Stale  of  Missouri 
about  half  a  degree  south  of  the  line  proposed ; 
with  the  view,  as  he  stated,  substantially,  to  give 
to  the  State  wUeh  shall  hereafter  be  formed  noth 
of  the  Missouri,  a  share  of  the  fine  valley  ^  the 
Des  Moines,  of  which  he  snc^€  from  pexaonal 
knowledge,  particularly  as  the  Missouri  State  will 
possess  both  sides  of  the  Missouri  rirer,  which 
runs  nearly  through,  its  middle,  from  its  east  to  its 
western  boundary. 

This  motion  was  negatived;  and,  after  some 
other  amendments  necessary  to  make  the  parts  of 
the  bill  conform  to  each  other,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bfll,  as  amended,  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays^  as  follows; 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Brown,  Baton,  Edwards, 
BUiot,  GaiUard,  Uoraey,  Hnntsr,  Johnson  of  Kentofky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kiogof  Alabama,  Leake,  Uoyd, 
Logan,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Stokea,  ThomaSv 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgis, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williama  of  Tenneaaee  ■  ai. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burritl,  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of 
Now  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Mozril, 
Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Boberts,  Buggies,  Sanford,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Wilson — SO. 

3o  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroased  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow. 


FaiDAV,  February  18. 

The  Phesident  communicated '  the  import  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  by  a  resolutioii 
of  the  Senate  was  referred,  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Krittman ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Post  Boads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  in  the  District  ol 
Maine,  leading  iVom  Waldoborough,  through  Union, 
Hope,  Searsmont,  and  Belmont,  to  Belftat. 
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Mr.  Elliot  preaentfid  the  memoral  of  John 
8heiiiKian.inerduuilof  Savajuiah  in  Qeoi^e^  stat- 
ing that  be  is  indebted  to  the  United  States  on 
bonds,  for  duties  on  meiehandise  whieh  was  con- 
sumed by^  ire,  and  praying  to  be  released  from  the 
payment  thereof;  and  the  memorial  was  read^  and 
reterrad  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  pesented  the  peti- 
tion of  Susan  Berzat,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  widow  and  relict  of  Gabriel  Berzat, 
deceased,  pniying  the  confirmation  of  the  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  land,  in^iiored  and  cultivated  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  her  deceased  husband ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Rob BBT8  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  meceiuuits  ejui  cittscens  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  duties  on  sales  at  auction ;  and  the 
raemonai  was  read,  and  referred  to  theCoaamittee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  hj  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee^  ju^es 
of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
were  discharged  froiSi  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Smith,  of  St.  Stephen's,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, praying  for  remission  of  certain  penalties 
and  foifeitures  to  which  her  late  huaband's  estate 
may  be  subject,  in  regard  to  his  official  conduct  as 
receiver  of  public  moneys  east  of  Pearl  river ;  and 
the  petition -was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cooomit- 
teeoQ  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  better  rectflation  of  trade  with 
the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  secoitd4ime. 
.  The  hill  authorizingp  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  WiDcox  was  read 
the  second  time.  ' 

The  bill  fnrther  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  ihe  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  refoti  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  refietred  the  petition  of 
James  Wo*d ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Burr  ILL  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States;  and  also  a  bill  more  efiectually  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
canvpaign  a^punst  the  Seminole  Lidians  \  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  renresentalives  of  John  CVConnor,  de- 
ceased ;  and  we  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled  <<An  aet  for  the  admissioii  of 


tiie  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union"  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  the  blanks  were  filled,  and 
the  bill  paned  with  amendments.  The  title  bein||^ 
amended,  so  as  to  read  "An  act  for  the  admissioiv 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and  to  ena-- 
Ue  the  pec^le  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a. 
constitution  and  State  gOTemment,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an. 
e<j[ual  footing  with  the  original  States ;  and  to  pnK 
hihit  skiTery  in  certain  Tenitories.'' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relieT 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday next 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Sanpoho  presented  the  petition  of  Thomaa 
Ludlow  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  others,  owneraof  certain  real  estate 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
was  used  for.  public  purposes,  praying  compensa- 
tion and  indemnity  therefor ;  and  the  oetition  waa 
read,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB  presented  the  petition  of  Goels 
and  Westphal,  praying  further  remuneration  for 
one  thousand  and  nineteen  stands  of  aims  fur- 
i^ished  Iw  them  under  contract;  and  tiie  petition 
was  'read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Mr.  Bubrill  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system^n 
the  United  States^  and.  also,  a  bill  more  effeot* 
ually  to  provide  for  me  punishment' of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bills  were  respectively  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  thcsecond  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  ofi&ce  at  Shawnee- 
town,  praying  an  increase  of  compensation ;  and 
the  memcnriaf  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le^ 
ffislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
location  df  certain  sections  of  land  for  the  use  of 
schools,  which  have  been  previously  disposed  of; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der McConnick,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing mdemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  the  destine- 
tion  of*  his  property  by  the  invaduijg^  enemv  ia 
August,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  CcMumittee  of  Claims. 
Mr.  Stokes  communicated  attested  copies  of 
two  acts  of  the  LegiskUore  of  the  Slate  of  North 
Carolina,  entided  ^An  aet  for  removing  logs, 
'  shoals,  and  other  impedhaents,  in  Tar  river,  be- 
low the  town  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of 
Beaufort,  and  for  other  fiurposes;''  and,  *^An  act 
to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  1816,  entitied 
^  An  act  for  removing  log[s,  shoals,  and  othor  im- 
pediments, in  the  Tar  river,  below  the  town  of 
Washington,  in  the  cotmty  of  Beaufort,  and  for 
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^  other  purposes,"  and  requesting  the  consent  of 
the  Congress  thereto;  and  the  acts  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Elliot  communicated  an  attested  copy  of 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Cieorgia, 
entitled  "An  act  to  srant  certain  powers  to  the 
*  commissioners  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Darien, 
'  and  to  authorize  them  to  collect  tonnage  duty  on 
^  vessels,"  and  requesting  the  consent  of  Congress 
thereto;  and  the  act  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  wnom  was  refterred 
the  petition  of  Edward  Baker,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  an  improvement  in  gun-locks,  made  a  re- 
]X)rt,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  estab- 
lining  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
was  read  the  second  time^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  there- 
port  of  the  Committe  of  Claims  Xo  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hooker;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  re-committed  to 
the  same  committee,  furtner  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
r^erred  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  thd  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
in<ittire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  cer- 
tain post  road  in  the  District  of  Maine,  ana  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  furth- 
er provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  O'Connor, 
deceased ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  thira  time. 

The  Pre8id]bnt  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  7th  instant,  the  petition  of  Jacob  Barker,  of 
the  city  of  New  York ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  said  petition, 
together  with  the  report  thereon,  was  referred  to 
Che  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authoring 


the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  fiatent  to 
Richard  Willcox;  and  the  further  consideratioB 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

Bir.  JoHneoH,  of  Louisiaiia^  praented  the  peti* 
tion  of  Rufus  Easton,  for  himself  and  heirs  of 
James  Brufl^  pkuying  the  confirmation  of  their 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Maic 
Marie  Duplet,  made  a  rqiort,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  thai  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  j^ranted ;  ana  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resnimed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  further  to  ex- 
tend the  charter  of  theCityof  Wariiington;  and  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly,  and  the  amenchnent  beias 
concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to-  be  read  a  thiid 
time. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  extending  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  itmpote^  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  Repre- 
■entatiTes,  for  the  time  being,  the  privilege  of  fimnking 
as  tt  present  by  law  enjoyed  by  the  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  San FORO.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew  Low, 
Robert  Isaac,  and  James  McHenry ;  tbepelition 
of  John  Tanner ;  the  petition  of  J.  £.  White  4 
Co.;  the  petition  of  Gaudry  and  Dufaure;  and 
the  petition  of  John  Shillman,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  grant  relief  to  the  petitioners.  The  report  is  as 
folk>ws : 

The  Committee  of  Finance  have  considered  the 
petition  of  Andrew  Low,  Robert  Isaac,  and  James 
McHcnry  ;  the  petition  of  John  Tanner ;  tb«  petition 
of  J.  E.  White  dt  Co. ;  the  petition  of  Gaudry  and 
Dnfaure  ;  and/  tiie  petition  of  John  Shitlnian :  and 
they  submit  to  the  Senate  their  report  upon  all  these 
cases* 

All  the  petitioners  are  merchants  of  tho  city  of  Sa* 
Yannah,  in  Georgia.  On  the  Uth  of  last  month,  a 
great  part  of  that  city  was  destroyed  by  fire ;  the  peti* 
tioners  were  owners  of  large  quantities  of  imported 
merchandise,  which  was  consumed  by  fire  upon  that 
occasion. 

The  three  petitioners  first  named,  composing  fho 
firm  of  Andrew  Low  &  Co.,  lost  by  the  fire  imported 
goods  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  f  150,000. 
Some  part  of  these  goods,  or  some  part  of  their  value, 
was  insured  against  fire,  but  the  Taluation  of  $1&0,000 
excludes  any  sum  insured,  and  appearii  to  be  an  ac- 
tual loss  sustained  by  these  petitioners.  Of  the  duties 
on  these  goods,  more  than  #14,000  have  been  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  and  the  >ba]ance  of  those  duties, 
amounting  to  #20,728  64,  remains  unpaid. 

The  petitioner  John  Tarni^  owes  to  the  United 
Stales  #4^610  14  lor  duties  on  goods  imported.    He 
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lott  goods  of  the  rwium  of  $40,000;  snd  of  his  stock 
of  goods  nothing  more  wm  iavod  from  the  fin  than 
an  amount  of  $1,000  or  $1,600.  He  states  that  his 
goods  were  deposited  in  stores  which  were  considered 
fire-proof;  that  therefore  no  insurance  was  made  upon 
them ;  and  that  by  this  calamity  he  is  rendered  una- 
ble to  pay  his  debts. 

The  petitioners  J.  E.  White  6l  Co.,  who  are  not 
named  otherwise  than  by  this  compendious  descrip- 
tion, lost  the  whole  of  their  stock  in  trade,  consisting 
of  foreign  merchandise.  They  are  indebted  to  the 
United  States  in  the  sum  of  about  $30,000,  for  duties 
which  accrued  upon  a  part  of  their  merchandise  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  They  state  that  they 
placed  confidence  in  the  security  of  It  building  believ- 
ed to  be  fire-proof;  that  insurance  waa  deemed  anne- 
eessary ;  and  that,  from  a  succession  of  losses,  which 
they  could  not  foresee  or  control,  they  are  rendered 
unaUe  to  pay  their  debts. 

The  petitioners  Gaudry  and  Dufaure  lost  a  quantity 
of  Madeira  wine  which  they  had  imported.  The  du- 
ties on  this  wine  are  $347,  and  they  are  still  unpaid. 

The  petitioner  John  SbiUman  lost  certain  crockery, 
glass,  and  earthenwares,  which  he  had  imported.  The 
duties  on  these  articles,  amounting  to  $2,183  00,  are 
yet  unpaid. 

It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  petitioners  hsTe  paid 
Itjge  sums  to  the  United  States  for  duties  on  imports, 
and  that  their  former  debts  for  duties  have  been  punc- 
tually paid. 

The  petitioners  Andrew  Low  6l  Co.  pray  that  the 
duties  remaining  unpaid  upon  their  goods  which  have 
been  destroyed  may  be  remitted  ;  and  that  they  may 
be  authorized  to  import,  without  duty,  an  amount  of 
goods  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  their  goods  which 
have  been  destroyed,  and  were  not  insured,  and  upon 
which  the  duties  have  b^n  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

The  petitioners  John  Tanner,  J.  E.  White  6l  Co., 
Gaudry  dt  Dufaure,  and  John  Shillman,  pray  that  the 
duties  for  which  they  are  respectively  indebted  may 
be  remitted. 

This  Government  hu,  in  genersl,  refused  to  afibfd 
relief  in  such  cases.  Like  cases  have  frequently  oc- 
curred; similar  applications  have  been  Often  made.; 
and  relief  has  always  been  refused,  except  in  a  very 
kw  instances. 


In  the  case  of  a  fire  at  Norfolk,  in  Yirginiai  and  in 
the  two  cases  of  fire  at  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  credit  ibr  unpaid  duties  upon  imported  mer- 
chandise, which  had  been  destroyed  by  those  fires,  was 
prolonged  for  one  year.  The  relief  was  given  1^  laws 
of  the  19th  February,  1803,.  the  10th  March,  1804,  and 
the  10th  February,  1807. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  0th  of  May,  1794,  the 
duties  on  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire  at  Baltimore,  were  remitted. 

By  an  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1794,  the  internal 
duties  on  certain  distilled  spirits,  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  at  Middtebury,  in  Vermont,  were  re* 
mitted. 

In  Jannsry,  1601,  certain  teas  were  destroyed  by 
fire  at  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island.  Those  teas  had 
been  deposited  under  the  care  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs,  in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  duties. 
By  an  set  of  the  3d  of  Marcl^  1801,  the  duties  on 
those  teas  were  remitted. 

Theae  are  «he  only  instances,  known  to  the  ^m- 
Buttee,  in  wiunh  any  relief  whatever  has  been  afforded 
by  the  Qovernment  to  sufferers  by  fire* 


The  tsas  destroyed  at. Providence  were  in  a  peeu* 
liar  aituatiott.  They  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, tor  the  purpose  of  securing  the  psyraent  of 
the  duties.  Though  the  duties  were  a  debt  from  the 
importer,  and  the  teas  were  held  at  a  riak,  yet,  as  tlie 
merchandise  was  depoeited  in  the  warehouse  by  the 
Government  itielf,aiHl  was  held  there  as  the  principal 
aecority  for  the  duties,  it  seems  to  hsve  been  thought  fit 
torelesse  the  importer  from  his  personal  responsibility, 
when  the  chief  subject  upon  which  the  Government 
relied  for  payment  had  been  destroyed. 

If  the  relief  granted  in  these  several  instancea  wu 
proper,  the  like  relief  should  be  granted  in  all  similar 
cases ;  but  it  is  contain  that,  in  numerous  cases,  ex- 
actly almilar,  all  relief  has  been  refused.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  this  Government  cannot  afford 
relief,  in  such  cases,  upon  any  principles  which  are 
susceptible  of  genersl  and  impartial  application. 

The  case  of  Joshua  Nevill  received  the  decision  -of  * 
the  Senate  on  the  6th  of  the  last  month.  In  that  coae 
a  mechanic  of  Charleston,  in  South  CaroUna,  lost,  in 
a  general  conflagration,  the  tools  of  his  trade,  whidi 
he  had  imported,  and  upon  which  the  duties  remained 
unpaid.  It  was  a  case  of  the  strongest  merit,  in  every 
view  which  can  recommend  such  an  application  from 
a  aufiiuing  eitiien.  But  relief  was  refoeed,  for  pnUie 
reasons,  which  appeared  in  the  report  of  this  commits 
tee  made  in  that  caae. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  there  is  any  obligation 
upon  this  Government  to  afford  relief  (o  those  suffer- 
ers. Imported  goods,  like  others,  are,  in  situations, 
at  the  risk  of  their  owners ;  whether  the  goods  of  a 
dtizen  are  loat  in  a  foreign  country,  or  in  their  passage  ' 
to  this  countiy,  or  after  their  arrival  here;  and  whe- 
ther they  are  conaumed  by  fire,  or  deatroyed  or  dimin- 
ished in  value  by  any  other  casualty,  the  Government 
is  under  no  obligation  to  indemnify  the  owner.  The 
eitisen  is  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property. 
His  enjoyment  and  dominion  are  exercised  by  the  free 
disposition  which  he  makes  of  his  goods,  according 
to  his  pleasure.  All  his  goods  are,  at  all  times,  ex- 
posed to  perils  which  msy  destroy  their  existence  or 
mipair  their  value  ;  but  the  Government  is  not  a  party 
to  the  private  dispositions  of  the  owner,  and  it  bears 
no  share  of  his  hszards.  Nor  is  it  otherwise  in  the 
case  of  goods  subject  to  duty.  During  the  short  period 
in  which  imported  goods  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  duties, 
Uiey  are  held  at  the  hazard  of  the  owner.  Our  laws 
have  cautiously  provided  that  even  while  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  Ithe  owner  are  suspended,  and  Uie 
gooda  are  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  public  oflicers, 
the  risks  which  attend  them  shall  belong  to  the  owner, 
and  not  to  the  public.  But  when  the  dutiea  are  paid 
or  secured,  the  goods  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  owner: 
he  receives  them  Augmented  in  value  by  the  amount  of 
the  duties ;  he  holds  them  as  he  holds  any  other  goods ; 
and  whether  they  are  lost  by  accident,  or  sold  with 
profit,  the  loss  dr  the  gain  belongs  to  him  alone.  The 
occupation  of  the  merchant  is  exposed  to  great  haiards, 
vrlrieh  are  all  his  own.  Is  be  successful  in  his  com- 
merce, he  alone  reaps  the  benefit  of  his  industry,  his 
sagacity,  and  his  haxards.  Is  he  fortunate,  either  by 
his  own  errors,  or  by  accidents,  the  Government  is 
not  his  partner,  and  it  never  insured  hikn  against  the 
errors  or  the  haxards  of  his  own  enterprise.  The  pub^ 
lie  is  never  invited  to  partake  of  his  profito.  Is  it  mor» 
leasonsbls  that  the  public  should  participate  his  losses  1 
The  importer,  indeed,  pays  the  duties  in  the  first  iap 
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■taiicev  u  be  alio  ptyt  the  foreign  pfiee  of  the  goods, 
tbe  freight,  the  pfemiam  of  meriiie  insamnoe,  and  all 
other  charges  which  may  be  moarred  in  briugiBg  tbe 
goods  iato  the  domestic  market.  These  component 
parts  of  the  domestic  Talue  fall  not  upon  him,  ttalees 
he  is  the  oonsamcr  aawell  as  the  importer.  They  are 
all  reimbursed  to  him  when  he  seUs.  He  may,  indeed, 
sometimes  receive  less  than  he  has  paid,  or  he  may 
sometimes  receive  mnch  ftiore,  as  the  goods,  in  par- 
ticolar,  cases  of  great  fluctuations,  may  either  fall  or 
rise  gieatly  in  value.  Bat,  in  the  general  course  of 
things,  the  importer  receives  all  the  sums  which  he 
has  paid,  with  profit  to  himself,  upon  the  whole. 
'When  he  incurs  or  pays  a  debt  for  duties,  he  has  no 
higher  merit  than  when  he  incurs  or  discbarges  any 
other  debt.  The  circumstance  that  goods  have  been 
charged  with  duties  imposes  no  obligation  whatever 
upon  the  Government  to  relieve  the  owner  of  the 
goods  from  any  loss  which  he  m«y  sustain. 

But  though  there  is  no  obligation  to  remit  or  miti*> 
gate  tbe  duties,  is  it  not  fit  thut  theke  sufferer^  should 
receive  from  the  Government  some  charitable  dona- 
tieUf  or  some  act  of  grace  in  consideration  of  this  great 
calamity  1  This  idea  a^>ears  to  be  inadmissible.  The 
Government  of  the  United  Sutes  can  net  justifiebly 
make  charitable  donations  from  the  national  treasure. 
If  it  were  pvoper  to  make  such  donatidns,  they  ehotild 
be  made  impartially  to  all  our  citiaans  who  have  equal 
claims  to  charitable  relief  If  the  eufierelu  by  the  fire 
at  Savannah  have  just  claims  to  relief  the  sofierere 
by  the  recent  fires  at  Wilmington  in  North  Carolina* 
and  Schenectady  in  New  York,  and  all  other  suf- 
*  ferers  by  all  other  fires  which  have  occurred  in  the 
United  States,,  have  e^al  claims  to  relieC  Every 
purchaser  of  imported  goods  pays  the  duties  in  the 
price  of  goods.  If  tbe  importer  who  loces  his  goods 
by  fire  is  entitled  to  reli«f  because  he  has  paid  the  dut 
ties,  is  not  every  other  citizen  who  pays  duties  upon 
imported  gooda  entitled  tp  the  same  relief  when  his 
goods  are  destroyed  by  fire  1  The  proprietor  of  imported 
goods,  the  owner  of  the  preducis  of  our  own  eeii,  and 
the  manufacturer  of  our  own  country,  all  lose  their 
property  by  a  fire.  All  penons,  of  all  conditions,  sufisr 
by  tbe  conflagration.  Has  one  class  of  these  citisens 
Ik  better  claim  to  relief  than  another  1  Though  a 
conflagration  is  a  great  calamity,  it  is  not  greater  than 
many  others.  Are  losses  by  fire  more  worthy  of  relief 
titan  losses  and  distresses  produced  by  inundetions, 
tempests,  pestilenccj  war,  or  other  misCbrtunes  which 
would  dictate  that  our  alms  should  be  given,  to.  tbe 
indigent,  the  helpless,  and  tbe  virtuous,  rather  than 
to  those  who,  though  they  have  lost  much,  may  still 
be  far  above  want*  Private  persons  may  bestow  their 
charity  as  they  please ;  but  if  this  Govsmment  is  to 
be  charitable  it  must  be  so  at  tbe  expense  of  the  nation. 
If  the  nation  is  to  bestow  charity,  the  benefits  of  its 
charity  should  be  dispensed  throughout  the  nation 
with  an  equal  hand.  The  Grovernment  cannot  relieve 
all  cases  of  private  distress,  however  severe  or  meri- 
torious they  may  be  in  themselves.  The  Government 
was  not  instituted  for  any  such  purpose ;  and,  were 
it  justifiable  under  the  Constitution  to  apply  the 
national  treasure  to  such  objects,  a  system  of  rules 
should  fiwt  be  established,  by  which  facts  might  be 
investigated,  and  casea  of  real  distress  and  merit  be 
ascertained,  in^  order  that  the  bounty  of  the  nation 
might  be  judicmusly  and  impartially  distributed. 

Finally,  general  relief  in  such  cases  is  in^iossiUe, 
and  partial  relief  would  be  unjust 
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Tubs  DAY,  February  22. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflkirs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Lefftslatare  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  compensation  due  Cap- 
tain Bigger's  company  of  ransers,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  tnat  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Conner  and  otjicrs,  prayiog  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a  certain  section  ol  land  may  be 
^[ranted  to  the  said  William  Conner ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ooasideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  wis 
merred  the  pedcion  of  Joseph  McNeil;  and,  on 
motioQ  hf  Mr.  Jobnboh  ,  of  iionisinna,  it  was  oi^ 
dered  to  (ie  on  the  taUe. 

The  Senate  resiuned  the  consideratMn  of  the 
report  of  the  Conamittee  of  Claims,  to  wiiom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Theron  Freeman ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  oetitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  £^er, 
praying  compensation  for  an  improvement  in  gun- 
locks;  and,  in  conctirrence  therewith,  tbe  petitioner 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
repoti  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Marc  Marie  Du[dat; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  tbe  petitianer  ought  not'  lo  he  ^rented, 
and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  witb&a w  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Oflftce  fmd  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  ezpedioiey  of  extending  to  the 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  (en^porv,  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  for  the 
time  being,  the  privilege  of  franking,  as  at  present 
by  law  enjoyed  oy  the  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States  was  read  the  second  tune,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  making  com^pensation  for  property  lost 
or  destroyed  in  tbe  Semmole  campaign  was  taken 
up ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  m  its  considera- 
tion, it  was  further  postponed* 

The  bOl  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rciireaenta- 
tives  of  John  O'Connor,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  furuer  to  extend  the  charier  of  the 
City  of  Washington  vras  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  LoWRfB  ptvaented  Che  petition  of  John 
Aitken  and  SoUs,  of  the  city  of  Philadel2»hia,  in 
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die  Stmte  of  Peniis7lnum,eBgaffied  in  the  refining 
and  rolling  of  copper,  pnying  mat  additional  du- 
ties may  be  imposed  on  the  importation  of  mann- 
factnred  copper ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
a&ctores. 

Mr.  JoBMSON,  of  Kentucky^  submitted  the  fd- 
lowing  motions  for  consideration : 

Raoiped^  That  the  Committee  on  Rosds  and  Canals 
be  iDstmcted  to  iiiqinre  into  the  expediency  of  anthor- 
iziDg  the  appropriation  of  forty  thonsaod  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  Sutes  of  Obiot 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Iodiana»  to 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 

lUtoived,  That  tho  Oddnnitlee  on  Roads  and  Canah 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aatfaor- 
izing  the  Preaideat  of  the  United  States  to  subscribe 
ibr  one  thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  according  to  the 
seventh  section  of  the  set  of  the  Kentucky  Legisktare, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  January 
30,  1818,  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  Kentucky 
Ohio  Canal  Company." 

PUBLIC  LAND8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  farther  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands. 

[The  first  section  of  this  biH  provides,  that,  from 

and  after  the  day  of nert,  all  the  public 

lands  of  the  United  States,  the  sale  of  which  is,  or 
may  be  authorised  by  law,  shall,  wben  offered  at  pubic 
sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  be  offered  in  half  quarter 
sections;  and  wben  offered  at  private  ssle  msy  be 
purchased,  at  the  option^  of  the  purchaser,  either  in 
entire  sections,  half  sections,  quarter  sections,  or  half 
quarter  sections ;  snd  in  every  case  of  the  division  of 
a  quarter  section,  the  line  for  the  division  thereof 
shall  be  run  north  and  south,  and  the  comers  and 
con  ten  te  of  half  quarter  sections,  which  msy  theresf- 
ter  be  sold,  shsU  be  sscertaioed  in  the  manner,  and 
on  the  principles,  prescribed  by  tho  second  section  of 
an  act,  **  concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  tho  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,^'  psssed  on  the  eleventh 
of  February,  1805;  and  fractional  sections  conteining 
one  hundred  and  siity  acres,  or  upwards,  shall,  in 
like  manner,  as  nearly  ss  practicsble,  be  subdivided 
into  half  quarter  sections,  under  such  rules  snd  regu- 
lations as  may  be  prescribed  by  ^e  Becretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  but  fractional  sections,  containittg  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  not  be  divided, 
but  shall  be  sold  entire :  frovided,  Thst  this  section 
•hall  not  be  construed  to  slter  sny  sjiecial  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  land  in  town  lots. 

The  seeond  section  provides  that  credit  shall  not  be 
allowed  fcr  the  purdiase  money  on  the'  ssle  of  atfy  of 

the  public  laiids  which  shall  be  sold  after  the 

any  of vieit,  hot  every  purchaser  of  land  sold  at 

public  ante  tbereaifter,  shall,  on  the  dav  tfi  purchase, 
make  complete  payment  therefor;  and  the  purchaser 
at  private  raJe  shall  produce  to  the  register  of  the  lend 
office  a  receipt  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  or  from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  oi  the 
district,  fbr  the  amount  of  the  parchste  money  on  any 
tract,  before  he  eball  enter  the  same  St  the  land  office ; 
and  if  afty  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  public 
sale^  for  m  tract  of  land,  shsU  foil  to  make  payment 
therefor,  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  was  pur- 
chased, the  tract  shall  be  again  offered  at  pttbUe  sale, 


on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall  not  be 
capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that  or  any  other 
tract  offered  at  such  public  sales. 

The  third  section  provides  that,  from  and  after  the 

—  day  of nezt»  the  prion  at  which  the  public 

lands  shall  be  offered  for  sale  shsll  be  one  dollar  and 
cente  an  acre,  and  at  every  public  sale  the  high- 
est bidder,  who  shsU  make  payment  as  aibresaid^sbidl 
be  purchsser ;  but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at 
public  or  private  sale,  foe  a  less  price  then  one  dollar 
and  — - —  cento  an  acre ;  and  provides  what  shall  be 
the  price  at  which  the  unsold  lands  which  have  been 
offered  at  public  ssle  sbsll  be  sold  at  private  ssle. 

Sec  4  provides  thst  no  Isnds  which  have  reverted, 
or  which  shsll  heresfter  revert  or  become  forfeited  to 
the  United  Stetes  fbr  failure  in  any  manner 'to  make 

payment,  shsll,  after  the day  of next,  be 

subject  to  entry  st  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same 
khall  have  been  first  oflbred  to  the  highest  bidder  at 
publit:  sale ;  and  all  such  Isnds  which  shall  hsve  re- 
verted before  the  ssid  day  of next,  and 

which  shall  then  belong  to  the  United  Stetes,  together 
with  the  sections  snd  parte  of  sections  heretofore  re- 
sorted for  the  future  disposal  of  Coagivss,'  which  shall, 
at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  unaold,  ahsJl  be  offered 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,,  who  shall  make 
payment  thf  refer,  in  half  quarter  sections,  at  the  land 
office  for  the  respective  districts,  on  such  day  or  days 
as  shall,  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  designated  for  that  purpose,  dec 

The  remaining  lections  snd  clauses  embrace  pre- 
visions of  mere  detail — the  above  contain  the  main 
principles.] 

Mr.  Walkbh,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  section  thereto  in  the  foUow- 
iog  words: 

'*  That  parchisers  of  public  lands^  which  shall  have 
been  sold  prior  to  the  <—  day  of  — —  next,  shall  be 
permitted  to  forfeit  and  surrender  the  same  before  the 
day. of  final  payment,  by  delivering  their  c^tiflcatea 
to  the  register,  and  endorsing  thereon  their  consent 
that  the  land  therein  described  shsll  be  resold ;  whore- 
upon  the  said  certificates  shall  be  considered  as  can- 
celled, and  the  lands  shsll  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  dis- 
posed of,  in  sll  respecte,  like  other  reverted  or  for- 
feited lands,  sccording  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth 
section  of  this  act ;  but,  if  such  lands  should  sell  for 
Uiore  than  one  dollar  and cente  per  acre,  the  ex- 
cess shall  be  paid  over  to  the  former  certificate-holder: 
PresMM,  That  such  excess  shsll  not  be  greater  thtm 
the  amount  previously  paid  on  such  certificste." 

Before  tidung  the  question  on  this  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  ^e  bill  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 


WaDKCflnay,  February  93. 

The  PBBMnBvrr  commumcated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States^  from 
the  lat  of  July,  1818,  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1819,  as 
also  the  War  and  Navy  acoounts,  from  the  Ist  ci 
October,  1818,  to  the  Ist  of  October,  1819,  together 
with  the  reporte  thereon;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennesse^  from  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  Military  Affiiirs^  to  whom  was  referred 
the  pedtion  of  Robert  Purdy,  made  a  repc^,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy ; 
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and  the  rqx)rt  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  pass- 
ed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  Uie  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing ;  and  the  same 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
.^  Mr.  Van  Dtks,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  petition  of 
Richard  Butler,  Zalman  Burritt,  Bernard  Worden, 
Samuel  Baley,  William  White,  and  John  Fenton, 
praying  {pensions,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  accom- 
{Minied  by  a  r^olution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Henry  Remsen,  and  others,  interested  in  Mis- 
sissippi stock,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
deem the  said  stock,  with  interest,  from  the  period 
when  it  shall  appear,  from  the  returns  in  the  proper 
offices,  that  sales  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay 
off  the  same  have  been  made;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Kino  aho  presented  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  Major  Ueneral  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  and  commander  of  the  Southern  divi- 
sion, relative  to  the  report  of  a  select  committee  of 
the  Senate^  made  on  the  24th  of  February.  1819, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war ;  and  tne  me- 
morial was  laid  on  the  table.  [For  this  memorial 
see  Appendix,  2d  session  15th  Congress,  page  2308, 

Air.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Abraham  Ogden,  and  others,  praying  that  the 
town  of  Blakely,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  be  made 
a  port  of  entry  and  delivery ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  je- 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Leg^ature  of 
Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  compensation  due  Cap- 
tain Bigger's  company  of  rangers ;  and,  in  coi^rur- 
rence  therewith,  tne  petitioners  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ^<An  act  altering  the  place  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  district  court  in  the  district  of 
Ohio ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The  said  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  pn  the  Post 


Offiee  and  Post  Roads,  ponuant  to  a  resolotion  of 
the  Senate,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment ;"  and  the  same  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  biU  making  further  provision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  together  with  the  anKndment 
proposed  thereto;  and  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  and  the  blank 
having  been  filled  with  ^^,516  48,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  bein^  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  thnrd  time. 

The  Senate  resumcsd,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Llotu  presented  the  petition  of  Francis  S. 
Key,  and  others, -residing  in  Georgetown,  and  that 
part  of  Washington  county  west  of  Rock  Creek^ 
m  the  District  of  Columbia,  lepresentingj  that  a 
change  in  the  time  and  manner  of  dispensing  jus- 
tice would  not  only  be  a  jpeat  convenience  and 
relief,  but  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  the  people, 
and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  organizin^a 
court,  With  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  tobeh^ 
in  Georgetown  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  present 
circuit  court  of  tne  District  of  Columbia,  and  ex- 
tending the  iurisdiction  of  the  jjustices  of  the  peace 
to  fifty  dollars,  and  authorizing  them  to  issue 
executions  on  all  judgments  by  magistrates ;  and 
the  petition  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  CMnmil- 
tee  tor  the  District  or  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfaToraUe  to 
the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
who  advocated  at  some  leneth  the  justice  of  the 
claim  of  the  petitioner,  whicn  was  also  supported 
by  Mr.  Bbown,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Robsbts, 
the  report  was  reversed  by  a  votd  of  19  to  9,  and 
the  committee  was  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  resolutions 
offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  yesterday: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  ioqaire  into  the  expediency  of  aathor- 
ising  the  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollaiv,  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Pennsyivaniay  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  to  im« 
prove  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
ising the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to  enbecribe 
f<Nr  one  thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  according  to  the  7lh 
section  of  the  act  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  enti* 
tied  *<An  act  to  amend  an  act,  appro.Ved  January  30, 
1818,  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  Kentucky  Ohio 
Canal  Company*" 
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The  resolutions  having  been  read,  Mr.  Johnson 
made,  in  substance,  the  following  remarks  : 

He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  Senate 
Tery  lon^  upon  the  subject  of  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject so  interesting  to  the  Western  country.  He 
was  animated  with  a  hope  that  several  circum- 
stances would  combine  to  influence  the  Senate  to 
look  with  a  faTorable  eye  upon  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  resolutions.  *  The  contemplated 
appropriation  is  very  inconsiderable  comparea  with 
the  object  Forty  thousand  dollars  is  proposed  to 
aid  in  making  tn^  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river 
practicable  at  all  times  and  all  seasons,  for  steam, 
or  keel,  or  other  boats,  which  may  not  draw  more 
than  six  feet.  Every  measure  which  will  cherish 
our  Union,  operate  as  a  powerful  cement,  and  to 
eonvert  every  great  concern  into  a  common  inter- 
est, should  be  taken  into  the  most  serious  consid- 
eration, at  a  time  when  longitude  and  latitude  have 
been  the  basis  of  merit,  instead  of  public  spirit  and 
paULic  service.  The  session  at  which,  said  Mr.  J,, 
we  passed  a  law  givinj^  ourselves  $1,500  per  ses^ 
sion,  instead  of  a  per  diem,  the  age  of  good  feeling 
prevailed :  and  then  it  was  that  the  widow,  the 
orphan,  the  wounded  soldier,  received  from  the 
nation  the  debt  of  gratitude,  in  part,  for  their  sacri- 
fices and  sufferings.  The  present  period,  which 
furnishes  a  contrast  to  that  happy  season,  furnishes 
inducements  as  strong  to  be  liberal  in  these  views. 
For  my  part,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  ever  have,  and  ever  will, 
vote  for  reasonable  appropriation,  whether  it  be 
intended  to  improve  the  rivers  of  Maine  or  Georgia, 
or  to  fill  up  valleys,  or  level  mountains,  and  to  re- 
move natural  and  artificial  obstructions  in  our 
navigable  rivers,  or  to  unite  them  by  canals. 

The  great  importance  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  J., 
presents  a  prolific  source  for  reflections  j  and  the 
information  now  before  us.  furnishes  topics  for  al- 
most inexhaustible  remarks ;  but  this  is  not  the 
time  to  indulge  in  them.  The  magnitude  of  this 
subject,  as  a  part  of  the  great  system  of  internal 
improvement,  is  made  manifest  by  the  utility  of 
this  measure :  first,  as  it  respects  the  interests  of 
internal  and  external  commerce,  the  productions 
of  agriculture;  the  articles  of  manufacture^  and 
ail  the  mechanic  and  domestic  arts.  Secondly,  by 
furnishing  a  most  powerful  cement  to  the  Conied- 
eracy,  by  the  freedom  of  intercourse  which  it  will 
afford,  and  the  facilities  of  interchanging  the  articles 
of  internal  commerce  among  the  States.  Thirdly, 
the  extent  of  the  territory  which  is  dependent  on 
this  outlet  and  the  waters  which  fall  into  it ;  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Kentucky,  are  duly  interested  in  this  mea- 
sure. Fourtfaiy,  the  extent  of  the  peculation  which 
m  employed  upon  this  vast  territory.  Without 
going  into  detau,  we  cannot  forget  the  rising  great- 
ness of  Pittsburg,  Maysville,  Cincinnati,  Louisville, 
Natchez,  and  New  Orleans,  not  to  enumerate  the 
many  flourishing  towns  which  please  and  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  spectator  as  he  descends  this 
beautiful  river. 

The  next  subject  which  presents  itself,  said  Mr. 
J^  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  This  docu- 
ment, vrhicn  I  have  before  me,  is  a  lasting  monu- 
ment of  ^e  merit  of  those  who  executed  the  work 


assigned  to  them  by  a  resolution  of  the  respective 
States  concerned,  by  the  invitation  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  at  their  own  expense,  in  the  first  instance, 
in  the  heat  of  Summer.  These  commissioners 
devoted  themselves  faithfully  to  the  publit  trust 
committed  to  them,  and  have  at  length  given  to 
us  the  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  established  beyond  doubt  the  practica- 
bility' of  making  it  navigable  at  all  seasons,  at  an 
expense  far  below  the  wreck  of  property  and  loss 
of  the  last  session,  in  consequence  of^  the  low  state 
of  the  water.  Tnese  obstructions  are  principally 
of  gravel  and  sand,  some  rocks  in  various  parts  of 
the  river,  and  some  artificial  obstructions  of  trees, 
dec.  And  the  report  is  not  less  valuable  on  ac- 
count of' its  modest  and  unassuming  character, 
which  I  understand,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  tl^  labor  of  a 
member  of  this  body,  whose  mild  and  unassuming, 
though  firm,  conduct,  has  made  him  early  in  life 
a  member  of  this  body ;  and  whose  usefulness,  I 
trust,  will  not  only  benefit  the  great  State  whose 
confidence  has  sent  him  here,  but  the  whole  Union 
— (Walter  Lowbie,  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia.) The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  next 
presents  itself  for  consideration.  We  a^,  said  Mr. 
J.,  vested  with  the  active  and  positive  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  with  In- 
dian tribes,  and  among  the  several  States.  We 
have  exercised  this  power  to  its  full  vigor,  as  re- 
speicts  forei^  nations  and  Indian  tribes;  but  as  to 
tne  States,  it  has  remained  almost  a  dead  letter ; 
and  it  is  time,  said  he,  that  we  should  look  at  the 
cause  of  this  apatt^y.  The  various  States  are 
busily  employed  in  planning  and  executing  sys- 
tems of  internal  improvements,  and  individuals 
co-operating  with  State  authority,  to  effect  these 
desirable  objects.  In  this  state  of  the  country, 
shdl  Congress  invigorate  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  characterizes  the  States  and  the  people  of 
the  States,  by  timely  and  reasonable  appropria- 
tions, or  shall  we  refuse  our  aid,  and  thus  indirect- 
ly condemn,  and  positively^  protract,  that  svstem 
which  will  give  to  this  nation  so  much  wealth,  so 
much  power,  and  so  much  union  ? 
The  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 


TnuaanAY,  February  24. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading-houses 
with  the  Indian  trib^"  reported  tne  same  without 
amendment* 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Swartwout,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pravins  the 
interposition  of  Congress  for  rdief  in  tne  final  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  as  Q,uartermaster  General 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war  with  weat  Britain ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Shapley,  widow  of  Captain  John  Shapley,  de- 
ceased, praying  relief  in  consideration  of  her  late 
husband's  services  during  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
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aad  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Parbott  also  presented  t^e  petition  of  Rob- 
ert Newsom,  of  Kittoy,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, stating  that,  whilst  hoisting  a  stick  of  timber 
at  the  nary  yard,  in  Portsmouth  harbor,  the  fall 
parted,  and  the  timber  fell  on  his  left  leg,  which  was 
consequently  amputated,  and  praying  relief  in  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Navcd  Afiairs. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  on  the 
petition  cu  Richard  Butler,  and  others,  praying  for 
pensions  (who  did  not  serve  in  the  Army  oi  the 
Revolution,  but  in  partisan  corps  oi  the  several 
States)  was  taken  up,  and  it*  was  resolved,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  eranted. 

The  bill  more  efiectually  to  provide  for  me  pun- 
ishmentof  certain  crimes  against  the  United  Slates, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob^t  Purdy  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '^Aa  act 
f^gulatiag  the  Post  Office  £stablishiiieot,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channtng  <wa8 
read  th»  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  place  of 
holdins  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis^ 
trict  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed.  * 

Mr.  SMitH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census,  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Judiciary  Committe&made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  Bioren 
and  Fielding  Lucas,  jun.,  and  of  John  Bioren  and 
Edward  De^rafft,  respectively,  inviting  the  pat- 
lonase  of  Congress  to  a  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  Journal  of  the  old 
Congress,  which  tney  propose  to  republish. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Qrattt<;  and  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  was  postpcmed  until  this  day  fortnight. 
.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comniittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  /consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Qiles  Harding,  John  Shute.  and 
John  Nicholls;  and  the  further  consideration  taere- 
of  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  ncsct 


cases,  such,  for  example,  as  the  goods  fadng  in  the 
custody  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  duties.  The  report  concludes 
an  argument  of  some  length,  by  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  "that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner." 

Mr.  Elliot,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
report,  by  sub^tuting  the  following  resc^otion  for 
that  reported  by  the- committee: 

^  Ruoinedt  Tbst  the  report  be  reoommitted  to  the 
Commitlee  on  PineDce,  with  instmctioiis  to  report  a 
bill,  authorising  the  reiniwoA.of  tVcnty-fivo  per  cenL 
on  all  bonds  dae»  or  beeouiiag  doe  at  the  cnstOB-hoose 
at  Savannah,  ia  Geoigia,  exocnted  for  thie  payment  of 
duties  OB  imported  goods,  wsre««  and  merchandise, 
not  insured  against  fire*  and  whieh  have  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  late  fire  in  that  city,  and  ealendingjlhe  sd* 
ditional  credit  of  two  yean  on  each  bonds**' 

This  amendment  was  eamestlf  supported  by 
Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Walksr,  of  Gfreorgpu 

The  whole  subject  waa  then,  on  motion  oi  Mr. 
RonnTS,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  biu,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission 
of  <he  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Bdrbill,  that  the  Senate  recede  there- 
from— 

Mr.  Macon  ojled  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
so  as  to  be  taken  separately  on  ^ch  amendment, 
one  containing  provisions  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  union,  and  the  other  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States. 

.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  question  by  yeas  and  nays;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  LowRiB,  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  LAND  SALES. 


REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  pe- 
titions of  Andrew  Low,  and  others,  merchants  of 
Savannah,  who  pray  for  a  remission  of  duties  paid 
and  secured  to  be  paid  on  a  Urge  amount  of  im- 
ported goods,  whicn  were  consumed  and  destroyed 
oy  the  late  fire  in  that  city.  In  general,  the  Qov- 
ernment  has  refused  to  remit  the  payment  of  duties 
in  such  cases.  Relief  has,  however,  in  a  ver^  few 
such  caaes,  been  granted;  but  in  eztraordtfuuy 


The  Senate  proceeded  to. the  conaideiation  of 
the  bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  sell  them  for  caah  instead  of 
the  present  credits.  The  following  amendment, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Walkbr,  of' Alabuna,  being  un- 
der considoation,  viz : 

"  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  purchasers  of 
public  lands,  Which  shall  have  been  sola  prior  to  the 

'    day  of next,  shall  be  permitted  to  forfeit  and 

surrender  the  same  before  the  day  of  final  payment,  by 
dslivering  their  certificates  to  the  register,  and  cfidof»> 
ing  thereon  their  consent  that  -the  land  theraia  de- 
scnbed  shall  be  resold :  whereupon,  the  said  certifioatas 
shall  be  conf idered  as  caooelled,  and  the  lands  ahalhbe 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  reverted  to  the  Uaitad 
States,  and  shall  be  disposed  of,  in  all  reopecU,  like 
other  reverted  or  forleited  lands,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act ;  jbut,  if  such 

lands  shall  sell  for  more  than  one  dollar  and cents 

per  acre,  the  excess  ahall  be  paid  over  to  the  former 
certificate  holder:  Provided^  That  such  excess  ehaO 
not  be  greater  than  the  amount  previously  paid  on 
such  certificate.'' 

Mr.  Walk£B,  of  Alabama,  said,  that,  by  this 
bill|  it  waa  propoaed  to  change  a  syatem 
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had  been  adopted  aAer  mature  coosideratioiif  and 
had  beea  so  long  in  operation  that  mirohasers 
might  be  supposed  to  haye  bought  under  the  ex- 
Ijectation  that  it  was  to  be  continued.  The  prac* 
tical  effect  of  the  juresent  system)  he  said,  was, 
that  a  credit  was  given  on  purchases,  not  for  four 
years  but  for  eight,  and,  by  subsequent  indul^nce, 
an  almost  indi^te  credit  on  the  latter  mstal<- 
ments ;  for  he  had  been  informed  that  lands  wtxe 
yet  unpaid  for,  which  were  purchased  at  th«  early 
sales  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  took  place  twenty^ 
years  ago.  The  sums  due  for  lands  now  amounted 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars — a  fearful  sun. 
The  great  object  of  the  bill  was  to  change  a  svfr 
tem.  which,  in  its  oforatioa,  produced  such  resiu^. 
Mr.  W.  admitted  that  political  reasons  required  a 
change  in  the  system  which  produced  the  relations 
of  debtor  and  crediteri  to  9o.  great  an  extemt,  and 
far  an  indefinite  period,  between  the  people  and 
the  Government,  He  was  willing' to  mm  Uw 
change ;  but  the  change  should  be  so  made,  as  &9t 
to  aoect  the  condition  of  those  who  had  purchased 
the  public  lands.  If  the  system  was  swddeftiy  and 
radically  ebanged,  the  efiect  would  cortainly  be  to 
diminish  the  oustomarv  pvice  of  lands,  and  to  pie* 
jndice  the  interest  of  the  present  holders,  and  pai^ 
ticularly  of  the  recent  purchasers  of  pubUo  landi^ 
In  raaard  to  the  latter  ctais,  he  remarked,  he  was 
justified  in  saving  that  the  United  States  had  re* 
ceived  from  them,  in  many  cases,  for  the  first  in- 
stalmenty  the  actual  value  of  the  lands,  and  as 
much  aa  they  would  have  received  for  the  fee 
simile,  had  they  been  sold  for  cash;  Tho^e  pur- 
chasers, who  hild  made  a  hard  bargain  with  the 
Grovernment,  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  protected 
against  the  dOTect  which  this  bill,  it  passed,  would 
have  of  depreciating  the  value  of  their  landq.  Such 
would  be  the  efiect  of  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  It  would  also  enable  the  Govern* 
ment  to  obtain  the  cash  value  of  the  lands  thus 
sold,  sooner  than  they  will  otherwise' pblaia  it.  If 
gentlemen  would  turn  to  the. accounts  of  ffdes  of 
we  pnblic  lands,  they -would  find  that  the  piioei 
received  for  them  had  be«nenormou%  partibuhuly 
in  Alabama. 

It  might  be  said  that,  by  the  provisioii^  of  this 
amendment,  relief  would  be  granted  to  speculators 
in  the  piUdic  lands.  Not  so,  Mr.  W.  said.  Some 
peculators,  no  doubt,  might  be  relieved  by  it ;  but, 
be  said,  there  were  a  great  minv  who  had^  pur^ 
chased  for  pmctical  agricultoral  purposes,  who 
were  now  satisfied  they  had  given  tour  times  tht 
valne  for  their  lands;  and  he  was  satisfied,  hintif 
self,  that  if  the  lands  were  now  set  up,  they  would 
not  produce  as  much -as  had  been  already  paid  en 
the  nrst  instalment.  The  purcbnses  in  A&baipa, 
he  said,  seemed  to  have  be^made  under  >  the  in* 
ftoenee  of  a  sort  of  delirium,  caused  by  a  variety 
of  causes,  amonff  which  was  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itt^  making  the  Yazoo  compromise  and 
issuing  the  Yazoo  stock,  which  was  available  to 

Smehaaers  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
ma,  but  was,  in  point  of  fact^  absorbed  by  the 
sales  in  Alabama ;  for  in  that  Ume  no  sales  were 
made  in  Mississippi.  In  addition  to  this  cause, 
was  another— there  were  about  that  time  creeled, 


in  Kentackv  and  Tennessee,  savewhere  aboat 
seventy  banks,  whose  paper  was  profosely  scat- 
tered over  the  country,  and  cotton  was  at  about 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  The  most  prudent 
calculating  men  in  the  country  were  swept  away 
by  the  delnsion  of  the  moment.  It  was  the  most 
discreet  men  sometimes  who  gav'e  the  hiffhest 
prices;  he  had  known,  for  example,  as  hi^  as 
seventy«eight  ddlars  per  acre  given  for  land  by 
those  who  bought  it  with  the  fiul  intention  them- 
selves to  cultivate  it.  Should  the  system  be 
changed  as  proposed,  there  would  certainly  be  a 
sreat  inequality  in  the  conditions  of  those  who 
bought  under  the  late  system  and  those  who  wiU 
bay  under  thar  which  is  to  be  substituted  for  iv- 
It  would  be  found  that  lands  would  follow  the 
Qovemment  price,  and  would  coasequentlv  ML 
There  wni^  therefore,  he  thought,  a  moral  ofilig»* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Qovernment  to  interpose 
for  the  relief  of  the  late  puichascEs.  The  pur- 
chaser had  a  right  to  suppose  there  would  be  aeer- 
tain  credit  given,  as  heretofore,  <m  Idl  lands  here* 
afier  thrown  into  the  mnrioBt.  It  is  time  to  itop, 
it  was  said.  Mr.  W.  was  willing  to  do  so ;  bot^in 
doing  so,  he  would  not  violale  the  rights  of  those 
who  had  purchased  undar  existing  laws.  The 
average  of  sales  of  all  the  lands  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippt  was  about  five  dollars  per  acre,  and 
would  be  much  hii^er  but  for  the  old  sales  which 
were  at  low  iMriceB— the  average  for  the  last  three 
years  would  be  much  highe^' ;  whereas  the  average 
of  all  the  other  sake  was  very  little  more  than  two 
dollars  per  aore. 

The  ol^ect  of  this  amendment,  then,  was  to  air 
low  those  who  "VifiAh  it  to  let  the  lands,  on  which 
they  have  paid  the  first  instalment  of  the  purchase 
money,  revert  at  once  to  the^United  States^  That 
a  great  many  oi  the  high  priced  lands  would,  in 
any  event,  revert  to  the^nited  Slates,  he  had  no 
doubt  But  that  the  Qovernment  would  ever  re- 
take poBsesuon,  within  any  reasonable  time,  he 
had  no  e9q)eclation.  They  would  go  on  suspend*- 
ing  the  operation  of  the  Uw  of  forfeiture,  and 
would  be  out  of  the  possession  oi  it  for  many  years ; 
and  when,  they  did  enforce  the  law,  if  they  could 
oiforce  it,  which  he  very  much  doubted,  it  would 
be  of  leas  value  to  them,  dbc«  Every  considera- 
tion, Mr.  W.  therefore  thought,  reconunended  this 
amendment* 

Mr.  Otis  inquired  whether  the  amendment  was 
intended  to  apply  to  aU  purchasers  of  the  puUis 
lands,  as  well  elsewhere  as  in  Alabama  7 

Mr.  WiiLKM  said,  he  had  thought  it  invidious 
to  make  a  distinction  between  them.  Purchasen 
at  a  hii  price,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  country, 
would  not  suner  their  lands  to  revert. 

Mr.  Kinn,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  hiU  be- 
fore tlie  Senate  was  one  of  the  most  important 
measures,  as  regarded  the  general  welfare  and  best 
interests  of  the  country,  that  could  be  presented  to 
their  considemtion.  It  was  vrith  much  satisfaction 
that  he  found  theie  was  an  almost  unanimous  dis- 
position to  change  the  mode  of  the  sales,  so  as  that 
for  the  future  they  should  be  sold  for  cash  only. 
Such  a  bill  had  passed  this  body  at  the  last  session, 
and  did  not  pass  the  House  of  nepresentative^for 
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reasons  not  connected  with  its  merits.  In  again 
maturing  a  bill  on  this  subject.  Mr.  K.  said,  it 
onght  to  be  the  object  to  establisn  the  rule  inde- 
pendently of  all  peculiar  circumstances,  and  leave 
all  the  qu^tions,  such  as  those  embraced  in  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and 
which  had  many  kindred  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
to  be  examined  and  decided  hereaAer.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  the  expediency  of  resenring 
every  one  of  those  particular  questions,  meritorious 
or  otherwise,  equitable  or  not  for  a  distinct  con- 
sidoration  after  the  passa^  or  this  bill,  with  which 
he  did  not  see  any  necessit^r  for  cou[dmg  them. 

With  regard  to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  it 
was  scarcely  necessary,  Mr.  K.  said,  to  make  an 
observation,  because  he  presumed  every  gentleman 
had  reflected  on  it  with  the  seriousness  due  to  its 
important  character.  The  evil  it  was  intended  to 
remedy  was  of  a  magnitude  which  grows  con- 
stantly and  increases  with  every  hour's  delay. 
Last  year  it  had  been  supposed  that  the  debts  due 
to  the  Government  for  lands  sold  amounted  to 
twdve  millions  of  dollars;  since  when,  he  now  un- 
derstood, the  sum  had  already  increased  by  ten 
millions.  He  invited  gentlemen  to  reflect  whiit 
would  be  the  effect  of  having  in  the  hands  of  our 
citizens  debts  to  the  amount  of  twenty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And  what,  he  disked,  might  the 
eflfoct  not  be,  when  that  sum  was  doubled  again  ? 
It  had  been  stated  here,  that,  in  some  of  the  States, 
the  efiect  of  a  similar  cause  had  been  to  produce 
an  alienation  of  the  citizens  from  the  Government, 
and  that  in  some  of  those  States,  In  Kentucky  par- 
ticularly, no  man  could  be  elected  from  the  district 
of  the  country  in  which  the  people  were  indebted 
to  the  State  government  for  landS)  without  pledg- 
ing himself  to  support  the  passage  of  a  forbearance 
law.  He  would  not,  he  said,  dilate  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but.  he  said,  a  perseverance  in  -the  present 
system  or  increasing  the  debt  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  pernicious  to  the  harmony  of  the 
Union,  and  would  terminate — in  what?  In  ex- 
panpng  the  debt.    That  would  be  the  efiect  of  it 

If  the  case  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  were  the  only  casein  the  United  States, 
the  proposed  amendment  might  not  be  so  objec- 
tionable as  he  now  considered  it  But,  Mr.  K. 
■aid,  the  gentleman  would  see,  that  of  all  the  per- 
sons who  owe  these  twenty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, there  was  perhaps  nbt  a  man  who  had  not 
made  his  purchase  when  land  was,  in  a  certain 
degree,  of  a  higher  value  than  at  present  If  the 
|woposed  amendment  was  incorporated  in  the  bill, 
It  would  be  found  that  every  purchaser  of  lands 
would  call  on  the  Government  to  review  the  whole 
transaction,  and  afford  to  him  also  equitable  reli^. 

One  idea  further  in  regard  to  the  amendment 
He  put  it  to  the  sentleman,  supposing  his  amend- 
ment to  pass,  and  the  lands  to  be  surrendered  by 
every  recent  purchaser,  who  would  be  found  mad 
enough  to  bid  against  him  on  the  resale  of  the  land 
surrendered  ?  On  the  whol^  Mr.  K.  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  to  exclude  eveiy  other  cir- 
cumstance from  consideration,  when  deliberating 
on  the  main  question  of  changing  the  present  sys- 
tem of  disposing  of  the  public  lands. 


Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  if  it  were  true, 
that,  because  a  man  has  nurchased  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  and  fixed  his  house  there,  no  man  will 
dare  to  bid  against  him  on  the  lands  reverting,  it 
would  be*  equally  true  of  the  land  reverting  for 
non-payment  under  the  present  sptem.  The  dif- 
ference, then,  between  present  and  future  reversion 
to  the  United  States  was  wholly  in  favor  of  the 
Government  putting  into  the  Treasury  immedi- 
ately what  would  not  otherwise  accrue  to  it  for 
ten  years  to  come,  if  then.  On  this  point,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  know  what  the  public  sentiment 
would  be  when  the  case  happened.  In  die  case 
of  squatters,  it  was  not  such  as  was  apprehended 
ia  the  present  case.  He  thought  it  very  possible 
that,  in  the  present  case  of  the  Alabama  purcha- 
sers, the  former  owners  of  the  land  reverting  or 
surrendered,  would  have  a  decided  preference,  and 
few  would  be  found  to  bid  against  them.  There 
was  much  truth  in  what  the  gentleman  had  said; 
and,  in  the  degree  that  it  was  true^  what  he  had 
said  went  to  show  the  expediency  or  the  proposed 
amendmoit. 

Mr.  LowRiE  agreed  with  the  gendeman  from 
New  York,  that  me  provision,  if  passed,  had  bet- 
ter be  kept  distinct  from  the  present  bill.  Another 
idea,  of  some  importance,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Senate :  Whether,  if  this  bill  passed,  it  would  not 
be  well  to  hold  out  an  inducement  to  those  who 
owe  these  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  topay 
them  iooner  than  they  otherwise  would?  That 
consideration  had  been  spoken  of  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands ;  but  it  had  been  thought  bet- 
ter not  to  connect  die  two  subjects.  He  did  not 
feel  as  if  he  were  opposed  to  the  princiiJe  of  this 
ainendment,  but  he  was  not  in  favor  of  incorpo- 
rating it  in  this  bill;  and^  when  acted  on,  he 
thought  some  further  details  would  be  nece^aiy 
to  make  it  effectual. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  thought  Ao  further 
detail  necessary.  If  lie  thought,  proposed  in  a  dif- 
ferent form,  it  would  meet  a  better  mte.  he  would 
now  withdraw  his  motion.  For  his  part,  hethooght 
it  would  have  a  good  effect  to  let  the  purchasers 
surrender  their  lands  at  once  to  the  Government 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  agree  that  the  lands  should  be  surren- 
dered by^  the  purchasers  as  soon  as  convenient; 
but  he  was  not  disposed  to  ^ve  them  back  the 
money,  as  was  proposed  in  this  amendment,  if  the 
lands  should  sell  beyond  the  minimum  cash  price. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  make  dcmations  to  our 
citizens  of  this  amount  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  amendment  after  the  word 
"act,"  in  the  12th  line. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  said  the- Senate  should 
take  into  consideradon  the  condition  of  d^ose  who 
had  purchased  lands  from  the  Government 
Would  the  passage  of  this  bill  injure  them  ?  And, 
if  it  would,  onght  not  *8ome  equitable  provision  to 
be  made  for  their  relief?  If  the  proposed  change 
were  made,  it  was  susceptible  or  demonstration, 
Mr.  K.  said,  that  those  wno  had  purchased  under 
the  old  system  would  be  in  a  worse  condition  than 
those  who  will  purchase  under  the  new  one.  Yon 
lower  the  value  of  their  property,  said  he,  and  ez- 
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tend  to  them  no  relief.    Will  this  attach  them  to 
the  GoTernmoit  ?    No.    What  will  be  the  effect 
of  the  bill,  as  respects  people  who  haye  purchased 
lands  from  the  public,  ana,  in  consequence  of  the 
chan^  of  the  times,  are  unable  to  pay?    Will 
they  improve  the  lands;  will  they  improve  the 
state  of  society ;  and  produce  that  state  of  things 
BO  desirable — a  dense  population  on  an  exposed 
frontier  ?    By  forcing  them  to  wait  till  the  for- 
feiture  accrues,    the  intermediate   improvement 
would  be  prevented,  by  the  state  of  uncertainty  in 
regard  to  their  possessions,  which  has  the  most 
unfortunate  effect  on  society.    By  rejecting  this 
amendment,  strangers  would  be  brought  forward, 
not.  as  has  been  supposed,  men  who  would  sym- 
pathize with  the  original  purchasers — ^who  would, 
on  the  reversion  of  the  lands,  purchase  them  for  a 
much  smaller  price  than  the  original  purchaser 
would  have  given  for  them  had  he  not  been  dis- 
qualified from  payinff  at  all.    The  present  holder 
has,  it  might  be  said,  had  the  use  of  the  land. 
Yes,  Mr.  S.  said ;  he  had  gone  through  the  wil- 
derness, suffered  all  the  inconvenience  of  settling 
new  land  in  a  new  coimtry ;  and  what  vras  his 
profit?    A  mere  subsistence.    Mr.  K.  knew,  he 
said,  that  such  was  the  fact.    Was  it  fair,  then,  to 
subject  him  to  the  loss  of  all  he  had  1    He  forbore, 
he  said,  to  speak  of  the  effect,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  of  tnis  immense  debt.  He  felt  it;  he  knew 
it  would  have  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  affections 
of  the  people.  Bilt  this  was  no  reason  why  the  Sen- 
ate should  not  extend  relief  to  those  whose  interests 
this  bill  was  vitally  to  affect.    Mr.  K.  made  some 
other  observations,  explanatory  of  the  operation  of 
this  amendment.    It  did  not  propose  to  make  any 
donation,  as  had  been  intimated.    The  Qovem- 
mient  would  receive  from  the  future  purchaser  all 
he  was  dinxised  to  ffive  for  the  land.    Suppose  it 
has  been  already  sold  for  twenty  dollars  per  acre, 
and  the  Bnt  payment  of  five  dollars  has  been  made. 
If  the  land  resells  for  ten  dollars,  the  Government 
will  receive  five  dollars,  and  the  individual  surren- 
dering it  will  receive  five  mor^,  of  which  the  Qov- 
emment  has  had  the  use,  and  from  which  he  has 
had  ao  advantage.    The  amendment  would  not 
embarrass  the  bill.    Mr.  K.  considered  it  to  be  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  it.    Political  expediency 
called  lor  its  adoption,  inasmuch  as  the  present 
holders  of  these  lands^  with  a  heavy  debt  hanging 
over  them,  had  no  stimulus  to  exertion,  &c. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  amendment  did  not  go  suf- 
ficiently into  detail.  As  it  now  stood,  if  adopted, 
the  man  who  had  first  purchased  might  buy  the 
land  again.:  so  that  evety  man  miffht  give  up  the 
land  he  had  bought,  if  he  thought  he  could  buy  it 
over  again  for  less  money  than  he  had  at  first  given 
for  it.  As  it  now  stood,  those  who  bought  and 
sold  would  receive  the  benefit,  which,  he  presumed, 
was  intended  only  to  apply  to  the  actual  settlers. 
The  subject,  he  said,  was  as  important  as  any  of 
those  wno  had  spoken  had  made  it ;  and  this 
amendment,  embracing  a  great  question,  bethought 
ought  to  pass  under  the  revision  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  before  the  Senate  acted  on  it. 

Mr.  RoooLEs  said,  if  this  bill  was  to  nass,  he 
hoped  the  amendment  would  prevail.  Sofar,haw- 
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ever,  as  related  to  the  Ohio  country,  few  sales  had 
been  made,  where  the  land  would  not  now  sell  for 
as  much  as  it  had  been  bought  at,  unless  it  were 
the  reservations  of  the  Indians,  two  square  miles 
on  Sandy,  and  six  square  miles  on  the  Miami  of 
the  Lake.  These  lands  had  sold  above  their  value, 
and  the  purchasers  were  understood  to  intend  for- 
feiting their  lands.  But,  in  the  Southern  country, 
he  said,  prices  had  been  c^iven  for  land  which  never 
could  be  paid.  For  such  cases  it  was  proper  that 
some  provision  should  be  made. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  as  there  appeas- 
ed to  be  a  contrariety  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendment,  and  as  he  believed  it  would  gain 
friends  by  further  considemtion.  he  would  for  the 
present  withdraw  it.    And  he  did  so.  • 

Mr.  EowABOs  then  rose.  The  experience  of 
the  last  session,  he  said,  had  taught  him  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  useless  to  attempt  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  He  believed  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass,  and  that  it  would  have  an  un- 
fortunate effect,  particularly  on  that  part  of  die 
population  of  the  West  which  he  had  tbe  honor  to 
represent.  But  he  forbore  to  enter  into  needless 
delate.  He  wished  to  provide,  however,  if  he 
could,  for  that  class  of  citizens. who  are  unable  to 
acquire  land  by  making  prompt  payment ;  and  he 
should  flatter  himself,  he  said,  from  the  veneration 
which  the  gentleman  fromNew.York  (Mr.  Kino) 
had  displayed,  some  days  a^o,  for  the  law  of  na- 
ture, he  would  not  be  wilhng  to  withhold  from 
those  persons  the  only  means  by  which  they  can 
acquire  a  right  to  ,the  soil.  Mr.  £.  then  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  bill :  • 

And  be  Ufiurtker  enaeiedt  Thst  any  person  who  is, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  an  actual  bona  fids  settler,  upon 
any  quarter  section  of  land  which  shaU  have  been  pre- 
viouiij  exposed  to  public  sale,  and  shall  remain  un- 
sold, shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  such  quarter  sec- 
tion, in  the  same  manner  and  on  such  terms,  as  are 
now  authorized  by  law. 

His  object,  Mr.  £.  said,  was  not  to  interfere  with 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  relating  to  those  who 
were  able  to  purchase,  bu|  to  provide  for  that  de- 
scripjLion  of  persons  who  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
pay  money  for  the  lands  of  which  they  were  the 
actual  occupants. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said,  a  man  might  be 
actually  on  the  public  land,  but  how  he  could  be 
called  a  bona  fide  settler,  he  said,  he  knew  not. 
The  amendment  went  further  than  he  had  ever 
before  heard  it  proposed  to  go. 

Mr.  Otis  asked  if  this  provision  would  not  make 
some  embarrassment  at  the  public  sales.  If  the 
land  was  struck  off  to  one  who  had  previously 
settled  on  it,  might  he  not  claim  a  creait  on  his 
purchase  1 

Mr.  Edwaros  said,  the  land  was  not  to  be  dis* 
posed  of  to  any  such  settler,  on  the  terms  proposed, 
until  it  had  been  previously  offered  for  sale,  and 
remained  unsold.  But  bona  fide  settlements  might 
exist,  if  this  amendment  was  adopted ;  because 
it  would  countenance  and  authorize  them,  and 
they  would  therefore  be  bona  fide. 

Mr.  Leaks  said  that  the  persons  who  are  una* 
ble  to  purchase^  settle  down  as  squatters  on  the 
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{Hiblic  lands.    Thooeh  the  GrOTerament  was  an-  | 
thorized  to  remove  them,  that  power  was  seldom 
exercised* 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  opposed  to  the 
passagfe  of  this  bill ;  but,  if  it  was  to  pass,  he  should 
prefer  it  to  pass  with  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  there  was  a  numer* 
O09  class  of  useful  citizens  who  would  be  reliered 
by  it,  dbc. 

Mr.  Oris  asked^  within  what  period  was  the 
settler,  Teferred  to  in  the  amendment,  to  make  his 
dection  to  purchase ;  or  was  he  to  hare  his  option 
tbrercr? 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  said  he  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  amendment,  which  would  serre  to 
^  relieye  a  poor  and  meritorious  class  of  settlers.- 
With  regud  to  the  election,  if  the  settler  did  not 
choose  to  enter  the  land,  anv  other  individual 
would  and  might,  whenever  ne  thought  proper, 
enter  it  at  the  find  office  at  the  minimum  price. 

Mr.  LowRtB  said,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 

N  to,  one  part  of  the  sales  of  lands  would  be  for  cash, 

and  the  other  on  the  credit  system.    He  was  in 

fkvor  of  an  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of 

thie  lands. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  his  object  was  to  provide 
Ibr  the  poorer  class  of  our  citizens ;  not  only  for 
those  who  are  now  on  the  public  lands,  but  also 
for  those  who  may  remove  there.  In  relation  to 
those  who  are  able  to  purchase  by  making  prompt 
payment  he  cared  not.  A  mAn  yould  not  remove 
mere^  and  make  a  settlement,  if  he  was  able  to 
pay  at  all ;  because  he  was  liable,  whilst  making 
improvements  on  it,  to  have  the  land  taken  over 
las  head. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  if  a  man  had  paid  one-fourth 
of  the  money  for  a  tract  of  land,  under  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  could  another  one  go  to  the  land 
office,  and,  by  paying  the  whole  amount  in  cash, 
turn  the  other  off?  No.  So  that,  in  fact,  every 
man  would  take  advantage  of  this  opening  to  get 
eredit  for  his  purchase,  and  there  would  be  no  use 
in  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  if  this  bill  was  to  pass  at  all, 
he  thouffht  it  ouffht  to  be  with  both  tne  amend- 
ments which  had  been  offered.  Under  the  present 
svstem,  the  land  being  offered  at  public  sale,  and 
there  being  no  bidder  at  the  minimum  price,  it 
was  subj[eet  to  be  taken  by  any  one  who  chose  at 
the  minimum  price.  The  amendment  gave  no 
preference  to  tne  squatter,  until  the  land  should 
Lave  been  offered  at  public  sale.  If  the  land  was 
passed  by,  the  presumption  was  conclusive  that  it 
was  not  worth  the  Government  price ;  and  none 
but  such  lands  were  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  be 
purchased  on  the  creait  now  allowed.  The  lean- 
mg  of  his  mind,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  however  against 
the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  cash  payments  would  operate  to  the  benefit 
of  capitalists  exclusively,  and  unfavorably  to  the 
jpoor  man,  and  therefore  considered  this  amend- 
ment very  important. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  remarked  that 
no  gentleman  had  spoken  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment who  was  not  opposed  to  the  main  object  of 


the  bill.  He  presumed  the  object  was  to  make 
the  biU  so  unacceptable  that  even  its  friends  would 
not  vote  for  it.  The  amendment,  if  agreed  to, 
would  make  this  a  mongrel  system.  The  sjstem 
ought  to  be  either  all  <^8h,  or  (as  it  now  is)  all 
credit. 

Mr.  Otis  said  it  would  be  very  desiiaMe  if  the 
Senate  could  be  permitted  to  decide  on  the  prin- 
cnie  of  the  change  without  reference  to  details, 
which  change  the  simple  nature  of  the  question,  as 
do  all  the  amendments  which  have  been  ofiered. 
Was  it  not  better  to  decide,  separately,  on  particu- 
lar cases  requiring  to  be  excepted  from  the  seneral 
rule?  He  should  be  sorry,  he  said,  to  see  Siis  bill 
ddayed,  because  he  recollected  what  had  taken 

eace  in  consequeice  of  a  delay  of  the  IhU  toso 
te  a  period  of  the  last  session.  Let  the  Commit- 
tee on  PuUic  Lands  take  the  cases  of  hsrdbhip  un- 
der their  consideration.  Such  cases  there  might 
be,  and,  for  his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  look  at 
them  with  tenderness  and  kindness.  He  couM 
foresee  in  this  amendment,  should  it  be  adopted,  a 
plentiful  crop  of  litigations  betweefi  the  actual  set- 
Uers  and  others,  &c«,  and  a  difficulty  in  aacertain- 
inff  who  may  be  a  bona/de  actual  settler,  d:c. 

Mr.  Edwards  said,  with  rcjgard  to  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  he  could  assure 
him  that  the  object  of  his  amendment  was  not  to 
defeat  the  bill.  He  should  greatly  prefer,  he  s^id, 
confining  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  altogether 
to  actual  settlors ;  for  he  considered  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  land  system  to  be  calculated 
to  give  an  evident  advantage  to  speculators  who 
have  the  command  of  large  moneyed  funds ;  and 
he  should  prefer  a  system  w^hich  would  deny  the  i 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  any  man  who  was  not  i 
an  actual  settler.  With  regard  to  the  remark  that 
there  might  be  collisions  between  the  actual  set- 
tlers and  others,  it  could  not  apply,  because  the 
law  now  is  that  all  lands  settled  or  not  shall  be 
first  offered  at  public  -sale;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  a  foilure  to  sell  in  that  way  that  this  amend- 
ment would  apply.  But,  as  the  subject  seemed  to 
be  so  little  understood,  he  wished  the  bill  to  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Smith 
proposed  a  longer  postponement,  and  Mr.  Leacb 
and  Mr.  Lowrib  opposed  it,  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow.. 


Friday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bbeneier 
Stevens  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sa- 
rah Dunn,  were  discharged  from  toe  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
roerred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  t>f  the  city  of 
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ttewTork;  and  the  further  cMsideratioit  thereof 
iTM  pGatponed  ofttil  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  wkem  the  suhjeets  were  respectireljr  referred, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Durerge ;  annd 
•also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Ker* 
mioD ;  and  the  biHs  were  read,  and  severaliy  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

SAVANNAH  SUFFERERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  tfa«  considmtion  cf  the  re> 
fort  of  tht  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  memo- 
liai  of  soiidry  sufiiwers  by  the  late  fire  at  Saran- 
nah,  pimyuiig  a  remitmoii  of  duties  on  goods  d^ 
fltroyed,  4k;c.,  and  of  the  motion  relative  thereto, 
maae  \if  Mr.  Elliot,  of  Cteorgta,  as  before  suted. 

This  motion  was  farther  supported  by  Mr.  El- 
liot and  Mr.  Walksr,  o(  Gmrgia,  and  opposed 
bf  Mr.  B^BBooR  and  Mr.  Macon. 

The  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  de^ 
oided  in  the  ufBnnatiTe  by  21  votes  to  18. 

On  motioa  by  Mr.  BtynniLL,  the  Senate  then 
yveeeeded  to  Che  oonsidention  of 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

"the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
bill  to  recede  from  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  embrace  provisions  for  the  admission 
ef  Missouri,  and  for  excluding  slaves  from  the 
Territories— 

A  diBcussion  arose  on  a  point  of  order  respect- 
ing the  division  of  this  question,  (as  yesterday  di- 
rected,) so  as  to  separate  the  question  retpectinf 
Missouri  from  that  respecting  die  Territories— it 
being  contended  by  Mr.  Burrill  that  the  whc^ 
amendment  wns  an  unit,  the  second  nart  depend*- 
ingon  the  firet,  and  therefore  indivisible. 

The  President  availed  himself  of  a,  rule  of  the 
Senate  to  sulmiit  the  question  to  the  decision  of 
the  Senate.  And,  after  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
iBuRRiLL)  Otis,  Ba»bo9R,  Walkrr  of  Alabama, 
LowRiE,  MagoHj  AoBBRTSy  KiMO  oi  New  York, 
Smitb,  aad  Morril,  look  part  the  Question  ap- 
parcaUy  becoming  more  dimoult  in  the  course  of 
the  diwussion,  it  was  at  length  determined,  on  the 
third  tttml,  that  the  further  oonsidctation  of  the 
subject  be  postponed  until  to«raoirow. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  BONDS. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  Seo- 
letary  of  the  Treasury : 

TBiAstrmr  ]>arABnsBT»  Feb.  23,  1880. 

Sim :  In  pbedienee  to  a  resolatioi|  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  12th  of  February,  1819,  direettng  that  '*  the  Sec- 
rstary  of  the  Treasury  lay  befiire  the  Senate,  as  early 
in  the  next  aefeion  at  practicable,  an  abatract  of  eH 
boods  for  duties  on  merchandiae  imported  into  the 
United  States,  which  shall  have  bacome  payable  and 
remain  unpaid  on  the  30th  day  of  September  next| 
exhibiting  in  such  abstract  the  date  of  each  bond  and 
the  time  ^^en  it  became  payable,  its  amount,  names 
of  the  obligors,  distinguishing  principals  from  sureties, 
and  the  district  of  the  customs  in  which  taken,  toge- 
&er  widi  such  information  as  will  show  how  mnch  or 
what  parte  of  sudi  bonds  are  irrecoverable  and  lost  to 
the  United  States,"  I  have  the  hobor  to  submit  slate- 


aenta  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  and  a  letter  from  the  Regurtsr 
of  the  Treasury  presenting,  the  general  resnlt  of  state* 
meats  A  and  D.  From  Uie  latter  statement,  it  ap« 
pears  that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  has  accraed 
from  the  euslems,  from  the  commeneeBMnt  of  the 
present  Oofernment  to  the  end  of  the  ycsr  1819,  is 
eotiraated  at  •851,829,799  68.  From  stetement  A^ 
it  appeen  that  the  amonat  of  revenue  lost  by  the  in- 
solvency  of  persons  who  becsme  bound  for  the  pay^ 
meat  of  duties  is  estiasated  at  91,087,86$  64,  and  that 
which  is  doubtful  at  the  sum  of  96¥}fi69  20.  These 
soma  together  are  not  quite  equal  to  46-100  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  the  aggregate  revenue  which  has  .S4^ 
crued  since  the  organisation  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment* Statement  B  shows  the  amount  which  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  lost  to  the  Government  by  the 
misconduct  of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  sHsfngfrom  itnports  and  tonnage.  State- 
ment C  exhibits  the  amount  of  loss  from  the  coRectoit- 
of  the  internal  tevenne  and  direct  tax,  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys.  These  sums  form  an  aggregate 
amount  nearly  e^oal  to  Chat  which  is  exhibited  in 
statement  A.  Docnmenta  from  one  to  seven'fy-one, 
iaeloffive,  contain  abstracts  of  the  bonds  pot  in  sait  in 
the  several  eottsction  districts  of  the  Umted  States. 

It  wss' intended  to  have  presentsd  a  statement^if 
the  enms  which  are  estimated. te  have  been  lest  by 
the  misapplication  e€|he  pahlle  money  by  the  oCesvt 
of  the  Government  employed  in  disburaiag  it;  bat  it 
hss  bsea  ascertained  that  the  ststement  cannot  be 
prepared  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  the  losses 
arising 'from  this  source  greatly  exceted  those  which 
hate  been  incurred  in  the  collection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  PaxsiDiHT  of  ike  Senate* 

The  letter  and  documents  were  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 


Saturday,  Pebniary  26. 

hit*  DioKBifloif  prasoited  the  petition  of  D. 
Stuart  and  oCherS)  V^^jfiaa  fof  the  establnhnieiit 
of  a  certain  post  route ;  and  the  petition  waa  read) 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Fe4t  Roads. 

M^.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Anna 
Maria  Nippes  and  othctSi  executors  of  Abraham 
Nippesi  deceased,  wiio  was  a  contractor  fbrthe 
manufaeture  and  delivety  of  a  certain  njumber  of 
stands  of  arms,  and  prating  fbrther  remuneration 
for  those  delivesed  under  said  contract;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  tp  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
number  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  subject  of  auction  i»les ;  and  the  Aiemorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Ths  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city 
of '  New  York;  and  the  farther  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labecbyere  de  KermioB  ; 
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uid  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

PRINTING  THE  LAWS,  &c.  ' 

The  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  on  the  petition  of  Btoren  and  Lucas, 
(who  propose  to  print  a  5th  volume  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States,  if  encouraged  by  Congress,) 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Bioren  and  DeKrafft,  (who  oropose  to  republish 
Ae  Journal  of  the  Congress  or  the  Confederation,) 
was  also  taken  up. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  on  the  ground  of  the  importance  of  this 
part  of  the  pubac  records,  of  which,  he  said,  there 
was  at  present  but  a  single  copy  in  the  Library  of 
.Congress. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  the  grounds  of  the  report, 
viz.,  the  voluminous  nature  of  the  publication,  ana 
great  ezpensiveness,  when  compared  with  its  utility 
or  necessity. 

Mr*  Bdrbill  opposed  the  motion  to  reverse  the 
report.  He  disapjn'oved  of  the  general  practice  of 
having  books  printed  for  the  use  of  members  of 
Congress,  at  the  public  expense;  and  thought  it 
had  been  already  carried  too  far. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion, 
urging  the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  it,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  ramishing  booKs  to  to  the  private  prop- 
erty of  members,  but  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
to  all  the  members  the  means  of  reference  to  this 
Journal,  which  it  was  so  often  necessary  to  consiilt. 

The  motion  to  reverse  the  report  was  negatived, 
and  the  report  itself  was  agreed  to. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  a£;ain  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  this  body  to  the 
bill  for  th^  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 
[This  amendment  embraces  nine  sections,  the  first 
eiffht  of  which  contain  provisions  for  the  adminrion 
ofMissouri  into  the  Union ;  the  9th  prohibits  the 
Airther  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  territories 
of  the  United  States.] 

The  question  of  order  on  the  snseeptibility  of 
division  of  a  cjuestion  on  a  motion  to  recede,  so  as 
to  take  it  separately  and  sucoessivdy  on  each  part, 
being  yet  under  consideration,  Mr.  OTi8,Mr.  Bdr- 
bill, and  Mr.  Morril,  successively  spoke  briefly 
on  the  question :  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joeiieoifj  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28.  ' 

Mr.  WiLBOHf  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subjects  were  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Ck>etz  and  Carl  W. 
Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nippes, 
deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  it  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLBON,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick, 
of  the  city  of  Wai^ington.  praying  indemnifica- 
lion  for  losses  aostained  oy  toe  plunder  and  destrue- 


tion  of  goods  and  merchandise  by  the  British  troops 
in  1814,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resoko- 
tion  that  the  prayer  ot  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
be  granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  inhabitants  of  tne  counties  of  Berks 
and  Montgomery,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  road ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Clark,  widow  of  the  late  Major  John  Clark, 
praying  that  she  may  allowed  the  poision  to  which 
ne  was  entitled  by  law ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Harriet  Shackerly,  Saran  Shackerly,  and  Maij 
Shackerly,  the  orphan  children  of  Peter  Shackerly, 
who  was  !Jain  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  rencontre  between  the  frisate  Chesa- 
peake and  ship  Leopard,  and  praying  tSief  in  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  the  petition  v^as  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affidts. 

Mr.  M ELLEN  presented  the  petition  of  Willian 
March,  of  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  taking  care  of  the  battery  at 
Castine,  as  stated  in  the  petition :  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  or  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  communicated  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  ot  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  subject  of  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Pascagoiua  river ;  and 
also  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  a  port  of  entry 
at  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  resolutions 
were  severally  read,  and  respectivdy  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Lloto  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resohedf  That  th«  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
appropriations  of  land  for  the  support  and  encoaragv- 
ment  of  literary  iastitutiotts  wi&m  the  limits  of  the 
old  States,  corresponding  with  the  prorisione  hereto^ 
ibre  made  for  the  same  pnrpoee  within  the  lintls  of 
the  new  States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratioa  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles^f  the  city  of 
New  York ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  new 
Tork,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  was  taken  up,  and  was  post- 

Soned  to  and  mane  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
ay  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Bur  rill,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Newsom,  of  Kittery,  in  Massachusetts,  praying  a 
pension,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  t^Su- 
tion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to 
be  granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  rekl 
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T^e  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volun- 
teers engaged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Seminole  Indians  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Eaton 
commenced  some  explanations  respecting  it;  but 
the  Senate  appearing  too  much  absorbed  in  the 
affiiir  of  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  to  give 
attention  to  it,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  aeain  to  consider  the 
question  on  receding  from  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Senate,  and  disa{?reed  to  by  the  House  •f 
Representatives,  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Maine  into  the  Union. 

[These  amendments  embrace  two  distinct  mea* 
sures;  the  one  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
the  other  prohibiting  ue  future  transportation  of 
slaves  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.] 

The  question  of  order,  depending  on  the  last 
adjoornment,  was,  after  a  few  remarks  on  it  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  by  a  vote  of  22  to  17,  decided  in  fa- 
vor of  the  divisibility  of  the  question  of  recession 
from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

The  question  was  then,  taken,  without  debate, 
on  receding  from  so  much  of  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  as  provides  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  and  decided  as  follows : 

For  receding — Messrs.  Bttrriil,  Dftna,  DickersoOt 
Horiey,  Hanter,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Low- 
rie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  PaJmert  Parrott,  Ro- 
berts, Rogglesy  San  ford,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
and  Wibon^Sl. 

Agaimi  receding — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Ea* 
ton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Keatacky, 
Johnson  of  Loai8iana,King  of  Alabama*  Leake,  Lloyd, 
Logan,  Maeoo,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 23. 

So  the  Senate  refused  (every  member  of  the 
Senate  being  in  his  seat)  to  recede  from  this  part 
of  its  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  also  without  de- 
bate, on  the  receding  from  so  much  as  regards  the 
inhinition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  north  of  36  dcsrees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  and  decided  as  foUows : 

TxAs — Messn.  Barbour,  Elliot, '  GailUrd,  Macon, 
NobIe»  Pleasanto,  Sanfbrd,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  WUUams  of  Mississippi — 11. 

Nits— Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  DidJcerson, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  ](en- 
tucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Low- 
lis,  Melleo,  Morrill,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Soberts,  Roggles,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Wil|iams  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  Wilson — 83. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  this  or  any 
]Nirt  of  its  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Senate  then 
determined  to  insist  on  the  -first  clause  of  its 
amendments;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert^,  it 
determined,  in  like  manner,  to  insist  on  the  latter 
clanae  of  its  amendments.    And  the  Secretary  was 


instructed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatives 
accordingly. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands  from  credit  to  cash  sales. 

The  amendnient  moved  by  Mr.  Edward0  on 
Thursday  last  being  yet  under  consideration,  in 
the  following  words,  viz : 

And  be  it  fiiHher  enacted.  That  any  penon  who 
now  as»  or  hereafter  mo^  be,  an  actual  wmafldc  set- 
tler upon  any  quarter  section  of  land  whidi  shall  have 
been  previously  eiposed  to  public  sale,  and  remain  nn- 
sold,  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  such  quarter  sec- 
tion in  the  same  mamxer  and  on  such  terms  as  were 
heretofore  authorized  by  law. 

A  debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messrs.  Otis, 
NoBUB,  King  of  New  York,  Eowarus,  Ruoolbb, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lowrie.  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana^  Leake,  and  Eaton,  took  part« 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  same  was  then 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  foUows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Lo^an,  Noble,  Pink- 
ney, Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  and  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama—IS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekeiaon, 
Eaton,  Elliot,  QaiUard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,^Macon,  MeUen,  Moi^ 
ril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Robvts,  Buggies, 
Sanford,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walk- 
er of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 31* 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  then  renewed  the 
motion  he  made  a  few  days  ago  to  amend  the  hiU 
by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

^  That  purchasers  of  public  lands,  which  shall  have 
been  sold  prior  to  the  -^-  day  of  — —  next,  shall  be 
pennitted  to  forfeit  and  snnrender  the  same  before  the 
day  of  final  payment,  by  delivering  their  cotiilcates  to 
the  register,  and  endorsing  thereon  their  consent  that 
the  land  therein  described  shall  be  resold ;  whereupon 
the  said  certificates  shall  be  considered  as  cancelled, 
and  the  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  re- 
verted to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  disposed  of, 
in  all  respects,  like  other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this 
act ;  but,  if  such  lands  should  sell  for  more  than  one 

dollar  and cents  per  acre,  the  excess  shsll  be 

paid  over  to  the  former  certificate  hqlders :  Provided^ 
That  such  excess  shall  not  be  greater  than  the  amount 
previously  paid  on  such  certifieate." 

WheUj  on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  (to  give  time 
for  consideration  of  amendments  to  protect  the 
actual  settler,  dec,  which  he  thought  mi^ht  be 
made,)  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Friday  next,  it  whs 
decided  in  the  negative,  20  to  19. 

And  then,  without  opposition,  it  was  postponed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  to  Wednesday  next,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

THE  MAINE  BII^. 

The  Senate  was  about  to  adjourn,  when  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  presented 
himself  at  the  door,  with  a  message,  that  the 
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House  of  RepeientativQs  had  insisted  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senale  to 
the  Maine  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  that  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed,  to  confer  with  the  Honse 
of  Representatires  on  the  subject. 

Hereupon  commenced  a  debate^  charactierized 
by  some  vehemence  and  warm  feeling. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama^  an4  Mr.  shitb,  were 
in  favor  of  adherence,  which  forecloses  confer- 
ence ;  Mr.  Kiifo,  of  New  York,  spdte  in  agna- 
tion, and  Messrs.  Barboor,  Thomas,  Johnson  of 
Ken^ieky,  LowRtB,  Morril,  Dana,  Eaton,  Ma- 
con, and  Mbllbn,  successively  supported  the  con- 
ference. 

The  debate  resulted  in  this :  ^at  a  motion  for 
deierrinff  the  question  was  ne^tived,  and  the  Sen- 
ate voted,  not  without  opposition^  but  without  di- 
vidii^,  to  request  a  conference  with  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  Senate  then  balloted  for  man«^»s  thereof 
on  their  part,  and  Messrs.  Thomas,  Pynrnbt,  and 
Barbour,  were  duly  elected. 


TfTEBBAY,  Febrvary  29. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whpm  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Alexander  McCormick^  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  praying  indemnification 
for  losses  sustained  by  me  plunder  and  destruction 
of  goods  and  merchandise  by  the  British  troops  in 
1814,  and  the  resolution  havine  been  amended,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  petitioner  nave  leave  to  with- 
dr^iw  his  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Newsom,  of  Kitterly, 
im  Massachusetts,  praying  a  pension,  and,  in  con- 
ourtenoe  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  29th  instant,  "for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  appropriations  of  land  for  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  literary  institutions 
within  ^e  limits  of  the  old  States,  corresponding 
with  the  provisions  heretofore  made  for  the  same 
purpose  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States^^'  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Ibill  for  the  relief  of  Fc^erick  Goetz  and 
Curl  W.  Westphal,  aad  of  the  heiis  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  was  read  the  second  tune. 
.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ^e 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  Cbr  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  die  consideratioa  of  the  biU  fcr  the  belter 


regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tril^,  and 
th^same  having  been  amended  was  r^orled  «e 
the  House ;  and,  the  atnendkaent  beio^  ooncwred 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  tiurd  time. 

The  PaBaiDBNT  commwicaled  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  aecompanied  with  an 
abstraet  of  the  emoluments  and  expenditures  for 
the  year  1819,  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  coJr 
lection  of  the  customs ;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entided  ''An 
aet  to  continue  in  force  for  a  forther  time  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading  bousea 
widi  the  Indian  tribes ;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House^ 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Ameriean  Col- 
onization Society,  presented  on  the  2d  instant,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
PiNKNET,  King,  and  Roberts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  San  FORD  presented  thenetitionof  Ephraim 
Hart,  of  the  city  of  New  Yort,  praying  payment 
for  a  certain  certificate  issued  by  the  depa^  quar- 
termaster for  the  State  of  Virginia^  datc^  the  13& 
June,  1781.  for  one  hundred  and  mj^nat  pounds 
twelve  ^tUings  and  sixpence  Virginia  euiwmcf ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  after  pro^press,  oa 
motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideratiofi 
thereof  was  postponed  Until  Thursday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conimiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  the  district  of  Ohio;^'  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto^  it  was  re* 
ported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  thud  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  .as  in  Committee  of  me 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  lull  for  the  reUef 
of  Walter  Channing ;  arid  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Purdy ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  in  addition  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  PtittOffioe 
Establishment,''  and  the  same  havmg  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  the  amend- 
ment being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordsred  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  &e  bill  for  the  rehef 
of  f  oseph  McNeil ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto^  it  was  rqiorted  to  th«  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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TIm  Senate  resumed,  as  in  GoHunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bartholomew  DuTerge;  and  no  amendment 
hafing  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Houae^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  jread  a 
third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidemiion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Lsbedoyere  de  Kermion ;  and  no  amendment 
ha?ing  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  And  read  a 
third  time.' 

Mr.  NoBLB  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  exhibit- 
iDg  the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent  fund  arising  from 
the  aale  of  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Indianay  and  ako  the  amouht  of  said  fund  arising  from 
the  nle  of  public  lands  within  the  State  of  Hltnois, 
which  was  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  making  reads 
ksding  to  the  States,  and  to  be  applicable  under  the 
direction  of  Cuogreas. 


WsoNfisoAY,  March  1. 

Mr.  Dana  preseoted  the  petition  of  Peter  Car- 
d^,  a  natiTe  of  the  aneient  city  of  Rome^now  a 
resident  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  a  sculptor  by  protession^  praying  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  securing  to  him  and  all  other 
artists  of  nis  profiession  the  tenefit  of  their  own  la* 
bors,  for  the  same  time  allowed  to  authors  for  ex- 
dnsive  property  in  their  writings ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Sally 
Jackson,  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  widow  of  Samuel  Jackson,  deceased, 
who  was  captured  on  board  a  private  armed  ressel 
during  the  late  war,  and  sent  to  England,  and  died 
there  m  prison  the  fourteenth  of  April,  1814, pray- 
ing that  the  relief  granted  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
giving  .{leiisions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  per- 
sons slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessets  of 
the  United  States,"  may  be  granted  unto  her :  and 
the  petition  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
TimberlaJce,  praying  provision  for  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  his  accounts,  as  purser,  with  the 
Navy  Department ;  and  Uie  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Rmoioedt  That  theConnittee  on  Indian  Affurs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providtag 
for  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  estab- 
lished by  law  of  the  second  of  March,  1811,  which  has 
been  oontiDned  in  force  until  the  third  of  March,  1621, 
and  for  tibe  disposition  of  the  goods  and  property  of 
the  Uniud  ^Utes,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  and  of  the  funds  Tested  In  this  trsde, 
into  ihe  Treasury. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  iJtering  the  place  of 


holdinff  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  6m^ 
trict  of  Ohio,'*  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '^  An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Bstablishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Durerge 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeU  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union ;  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  KiNGj  of  Alabaixut)  presented  the  petition  of 
the  corporation  and  citizens  of  the  town  of  Clai- 
borne, m  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  the  dona- 
tion of  certain  lots  in  said  town  for  public  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards;  and  it  was  laid'  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  pommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tjie  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute.  and 
John  Nicholls;  and  the  further  consideration  uiere- 
of  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Richard  Wiilcox;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Frederick  Goetz  ahd  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nippes,  deceased  j  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossedi 
and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mt.  Dana, 

Ordered,  Thst  three  huQdred  eopies  of  the  report  ef 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTCs  of  March  1st, 
1819,  comprehending  statements  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices ; 
also  statements  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  the  differ^ 
ent  chartered  banks  in  the  diirereat  Stales  and  the 
Dirtrict  of  Columbia,  dbe.,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

W£8T£RN  ROAD  FUND. 

A  resohition,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  No- 
ble, was  taken  up,  and  modified,  to  read  as  ibl* 
lows: 

Beeoked,  That  the  SeereUry  of  the  Treasury  be  dl- 
rected  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent  fund  arising  from  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  lying  widiin  the  Stale  of  Isb- 
diana»  within  the  SUte  of  Ohio,  and  within  the  Sute 
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of  IlUoois;  and  alto  the  amonDt  of  said  fund  triiin; 
from  the  sale  of  puhlic  lands  within  the  State  of  lilt- 
noia,  which  was  reaerYed  for  the  piurpoae  of  making 
roads  leading'  to  the  States,  and  to  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Noble  said  that  he  would  briefly  state  his 
reasons  for  offering  the  resolution.  It  would  be 
recollected  by  the  Senate,  that,  by  the  "  act  of 
'^  Congress  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana 
"^  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 

*  ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
'  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
'  States,"  certain  propositions  were  offered  to  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  for  their  acceptance  or  re- 
jeeiion.  The  propositions  were  accepted;  and 
the  third  provides,  that  £ve  per  cent,  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State 
should  be  reserved  for  making  roads  ajid  canals, 
of  which  three-fifths  shpuld  be  applied  to  that  ob^ 
ject  within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  and  two-fifths  to  the 
making  of  roads  leading  to  the  State,  under  the 
direction  of  Congress.  In  Illinois,  two  per  cent, 
arising  from  the  same  source,  were  to  be  applied 
in  making  roads  leading  to  the  State.  Congress, 
in  passing  a  law  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  pro- 
position, and  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  tnree 
per  cent,  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  declared  that, 
unless  the  State  should  exhibit  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  statement  showing  the  annual  ap- 
plication of  the  fund  to  the  objects  intended,  the 
payment  should  tk  withheld  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  It  is  then  but  fair,  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  proposition,  the  scales  of  justice  should  be 
equal  and  reciprocal  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Indiana,  as  also  Illinois,  and  that 
the  two  per  cent,  should  be  annually  ^plied  to 
the  object  intended.  The  Committee  on  Koads  and 
canals  have  the  subject  before  them,  "to  continue 

*  the  road  from  Wheeling  to  the  seat  of  govem- 
'  ment  for  Ohio,  to  the  contemplated  seat  of  gov- 
'  ernment  for  Indiana;  to  the  seat  of  government 
^  for  Illinois,  and  thence  to  St.  Charles."  What 
the  committee  would  do,  he  said,  he  could  not  say; 
but  it  was  important  to  ascertain  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  the  amount  of  the  fund,  that  the 
Senate,  as  well  as  the  committee,  might  be  better 
informed  how  far  the  fund  would  warrant  the 
measure  or  extend  the  road.  He  said,  that,  as 
the  resolution  in  its  operation  only  went  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  tne  fund,  whether  his  views 
were  correct  or  incorrect  in  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion before  alluded  to,  and  the  annual  application 
of  the  fund  by  Conj^ess,  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  adopt  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

SALE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Barbour,  said  that,  under  existing  circum- 
stances with  respect  to  another  question  (the  Mis- 
souri question)  ne  did  not  feel  in  the  humor  at 
present  to  legislate  on  this  bill,  which,  at  any  other 
moment,  he  should  have  regarded  as  a  very  impor- 
tant one.  Unless  something  should  be  done  on  the 


other  subject  to  which  he  had  referred,  he,  for  one, 
was  willing,  after  passing  the  annual  appTopnation 
law,  that  Congress  should  return  at  once  to  their  con- 
stituents and  take  their  sense  on  the  course  piursued 
by  Congress.  During  the  last  session,  he,  said  he 
had  been  of  opinion  that  a  change  in  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  public  lands  was  proper;  since 
wmch  time,  however,  a  great  revolution  in  the 
pecuniary  concerns  of  this  country  had  taken  place. 
It  was  now  said,  that  a  ereat  debt  was  owing  to 
the  Gk>vernment  for  public  lands,  and  that  the 
debtors  were  unable  to  discharge  it;  and  it  is  at 
the  same  time  proposed  to  sell  no  lands  in  future 
but  for  money.  What  would  be  the  consequence? 
The  valuable  land  would  soon  be  bought  up  by  a 
few  monopolists,  who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
acquire  money  wherewith  to  purchase.  Under 
present  circumstances,  at  least,  Mr.  B.  said  he  had 
no  disposition,  to  act  on  this  subject.  If,  fortu- 
nately for  the  country,  the  other  subject  should 
take  a  direction  which  he  now  began  to  hope  it 
would,  he  was  willing  to  take  this  subject  most 
seriously  into  consideration.  For  the  present,  he 
moved  to  postpone  it  to  Monday  next. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  agreed  to, 
without  further  debate.  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York, 
rose,  but  did  not  catch  the  President's  eye  before 
the  Question  was  put.  His  object,  he  stated,  was 
mer^y  to  have  put  in  a  little  protestation  against 
arresting  the  progress  of  piiblic  business 

Mr.  Orra  said,  if  it  was  understood  that  no  busi- 
ness was  to  be  done  tmtil  the  other  business  refened 
to  came  to  a  consummation,  the  Senate  miffht  as 
well  adjourn  to-day,  without  attempting  to  tue  up 
any  business. 

FORFEITURE  OF  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  sus- 
pend, for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of 
lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  there- 
on. 

Mr.  BtRRiLL,  in  order  to  bring  it  into  the  view 
of  the  Senate  in  connexion  with  the  bill  for  chang- 
ing the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to 
which  it  had  some  affinity,  moved  to  postpone  this 
bill  also  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Noble  and  Mr.  Thomas  opposed  the  post- 
ponement The  present  law  on  the  subject  would 
expire  on  the  31st  of  the  present  month;  and, 
even  if  this  bill  passed  to-day,  there  would  scarcely 
be  time,  after  its  receiving  the  assent  of  the  other 
House,  to  give  information  of  its  passage  to  the 
several  land  offices. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL  said  he  was  not  disinclined  to  give 
indulgence  to  the  debtors  for  public  lands;  but  he 
doubted  whether  the  present  mode  of  doing  it  was 
the  best  that  could  be  devised.  Under  the  present 
system  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  postponement 
of  payment — the  debt  becoming  heavier  every  day 
by  the  interest  being  added  to  the  principal.  As 
to  the  shortness  of  time,  Mr.  B.  said  he  presumed 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  land  offices  would 
hardly  proceed  to  immediate  forfeiture,  though  the 
law  of  indulgence  should  expire  before  theyneard 
of  the  renewal  of  it. 
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Mr.  RuoGLEfl  opposed  the  postponement.  If 
any  thing  were  done  by  Congress  on  the  subject, 
it  was  essentially  necessary  that  it  should  be  done 
now.  He  regretted  much  that  the  other  land  bill 
had  been  postponed.  That  bill  was,  precisely  the 
same  as  had  passed  this  House  at  the  last  session, 
by  a  lar^  majority,  and  he  thought  might  have 
been  easily  acted  on  to-day.  But  he  hoped  this 
bill  would  not  also  be .  postponed,  there  being  no 
necessary  connexion  between  the  two. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  withdrew  hb  motion  for  postpone- 
ment, to  oblige  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LowBiB  felt  himself  reluctantly  obliged  to 
lenew  the  motion  to  postpone.    If  tne  question 
should  now  be  taken  on  the  bill,  he  said  he  must 
rote  against  it..  It  was  time,  if  the  present  system 
of  dii^osing  of  the  public  lands  was  to  be  retain- 
ed, that  it  should  be  made  to  operate,  without  con- 
tinual legislation  on  it,  and  procrastination  of  pay- 
I     ment    But,  if  the  bill  for  cash  sales  should  pass, 
he  said  he  would  go  every  length  to  accommodate 
I     the  present,  debtors  for  lands,  and  giVe  them  every 
I     reasonable  indulgence. 

Mr.  EnwABDS  said  if  sentlemen  would  assign 
[     their  reasons  why  this  bill  should  not  pass,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  them.  But,  he  said,  let  every  measure 
I     stand  on  its  own  merits,  and  do  not  delay  this  bill 
I     that  another  may  be  first  oassed.     Kither  the 
I    debtors  for  public  lands  are,  from  the  situation  of 
the  country,  entitled  to  relief,  or  they  are  not.    If 
they  are,  tney  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  it  by 
I    considerations  connected  with  another  bill.  What 
I    was  now  the  situation  of  the  country  where  the 
I    money  was  due?  During  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  directed 
certain  money  to  oe  received  in  payment  at  the 
several  land  offices.    Such  money  had  been  gen- 
^    erally  procured  by  the  debtors.    But  now,  when 
they  had  to  pay  it,  scarcely  any  other  money  would 
be  received  at  the  land  omce  put  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Upited  States.    But,  it  appeared  to 
him,  gentlemen  meant  to  hold  this  bill  in  terrorem, 
to  induce  those  who  were  opposed  to  a  change  in 
the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to  vote 
for  that  measure — ^for  he  had  always  understood 
there  was  no  objection  to  the  present  bill  on  its 
own  merits.   To  the  other  there  was  strong  objec- 
tion, and  he  expressed  some  doubts  of  its  passage. 
Mr.  Kino,  ot  New  York,  expressed  the  opinion, 
that,  before  the  Senate  went  any  further,  they 
ought  to  see  what  were  the  merits  or  defects  of 
the  present  system,  and  legislate  on  them  if  neces- 
sary. The  urgency  of  this  bill  was  not  so  ^eat  as 
represented.     The  present  act  would  be  m  force 
until  the  31st  instant,  and,  if  this  toll  passed  into 
a  law  before  that  day,  no  forfeiture-  would  ensue. 
It  was  important  that  the  principle  of  the  present 
land  system  should  be  examined  oefore  the  passage 
of  this  bill.     The  gentleman  from  Illinois  (\fr. 
Edwards^  had  predicted  some  uncertainty  as  to 
the  fate  ot  the  bill  for  cash  payments.    This,  Mr. 
K.  said,  he  was  very  sorry  to  hear.    It  would  be  a 
very  great  change  in  the  S^enate.  if  a  majority 
should  be  found  opposed  to  that  bill ;  it  had  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session  by  a  great  majority,  after 
much  deliberation— 4hough  it  was  eertainly  dne  to 


that  gentleman  to  say  that  he  had  persevered  to  the 
last  momoit  in  his  zealous  opposition  to  it.  Mr. 
K.  said  he  should  deeply  regret  the  failure  of  this 
measure;  for,  said  he,  I  know  of  no  measure  about 
which  we  ought  to  be  more  solicitous  than  the 
paasagje  of  that  bill.  With  regard  to  the  partic- 
ular bill  before  the  Senate,  he  thought  its  passage 
almost  a  matter  of  course.  But,  he  should  wish 
first  to  see  the  fate  of  the  other.  With  r^;ard  to 
the  objection  to  maidng  one  measure  dependent 
on  another,  by  taking  them  together,  dbc,  that, 
Mr.  K.  said,  was  an  argument  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  could  answer  better  than  he 
could.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his  be- 
lief, that,  if  the  bill  were  now  postponed,  it  would 
present  itself  hereafter  under  circumstances  more 
favorable  to  its  passage  than  at  present 

Mr.  EnwARos  said  if  the  Senate  alone  had  to 
decide  on  the  land  bill,  he  was  willing  to  concede 
the  probability  of  its  passage.  But,  last  year,  it 
passed  the  Senate  and  failed  in  the  other  House; 
and  he  had  reason  to  think  that  the  probability  of 
its  doing  so  at  the  present  session  was  greater  tnan 
it  was  at  the  last. 

Mr.  Trimrle  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table 
with  a  view  to  reconsideration  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Gash  Sales  Bill: 

The  motion  was  negatived  19  votes  to  17. 

The  question  on  postooninff  the  Indulgence  Bill 
to  Monday,  was  then  decided  in  the  afflnnative. 
17  to  14. 


THDRfiOAY,  March  2. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War.  on  the  petition  of  Robert  Swartwout,  wnich 
had  been  referred  to  him,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  (respecting 
the  nej;otiation  of  certain  Treasury  notes  for  the 
use  of  the  Auartennaster's  Department  of  the 
Army  during  the  late  war.)  The  report  and  pe- 
tition woe,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanfoso,  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Barker,  who  has  a  petition  depend- 
ing before  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  connected 
with  the  transactions  respecting  the  loans  during 
the  late  war,  it  was 

Rewdved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lair 
before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  letter  firom  Q.  W. 
Capipbell:,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  Jacob 
Barker,  dated  May  2d,  1814. 

Mr.  Rdoolbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt;  and  the  bill  was 
reiLd,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subjects  were  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Languille;  and  also  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellett;  and  the  bills 
were  refid,  and  severally  passed  ^  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  inhabitants  of  Mich- 
igan Territory,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
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Mubitioii,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitiotter  coght 
not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  reaoliition  were 
read. 

Blr.  RoBEBTfl  pieseated  the  petition  of  Jasies 
Qreer,  stating  that  he  had  discorered  an  important 
imivorefiieQt  in  the  boring  of  gim*barrels,  and  pro- 
posing to  commnnicate  tne  Ame  to  Qovemment 
upon  certain  conditions  i  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider 
and  rqiort  thereon  to  the  Beoate. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  1st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mitlee  on  Indian  Affiurs  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
dirocy  of  abol»hing  the  present  system  of  ladmn 
tnde,  and  seteed  thereto. 

The  bai  few  the  relief  of  Frederick  Qoetz  and 
Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Soiate  nesumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
oonsent  of  Conmss  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  mto  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Dana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channinff  was 
next  taken  up,  and  debated  at  some  lengm.  it 
proposes  to  refund  certain  moneys  paid  m  (hities 
on  the  importation  of  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  sup- 
posed to  nave  been  inequitably,  if  not  illegally, 
demanded  and  received  by  the  collector. 

This  bill  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Dana,  Pinkp 
MET,  Macon,  and  Otis,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Eaton  and  Logan. 

The  IhII  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  ^^oviding  for  taking  the  fourth  census, 
or  enumeration  of  the  people  of  th^  United  States, 
as  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  RoBERTB  nroposed  an  amendment  requiring 
the  Assistants  ot  the  Marshal  employed  in  taking 
the  census,  Sac^  to  swear  to  the  correctness  of  their 
returns,  and  to  the  fidelit^r  with  which  they  have 
fidfiHed  their  required  duties. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

After  further  consideration,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

Mr*  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  commimicated  re- 
solutions of  the  L^islature  of  that  State  auproba- 
tioff  the  present  system  for  the  disposal  of  tne  pub- 
lic lands,  and  remonstrating  agamst  any  change 
being  made  therein;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

li£.  King,  of  New  York,  called  up  the  memorial 
of  Major  CKsneral  Andrew  Jackson,  now  lying  on 
the  table,  with  a  Tiew  only  of  moving  that  it  be 
printed. 

On  this  motion  a  few  observations  were  made, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  first  reading  this  meBM>rial ; 
which  was  objected  to  on  account  of  its  length. 
The  consideration  of  the  subject,  howeven  was 
interrupted,  by  the  arrival  from  the  House  of  Rei>- 
resentatives  of  a  message,  announcing  the  passage 
of 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbous,  im> 
mediately  taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and  second 


time ;  and,  at  his  instance  abo,  was  then  forthwith 
taken  up  as  in  Cotmnittee  of  the  MThole. 

Mr.  Baubour  moved  to  strike  out  of  sectioa 
four,  line  twenty-twow  after  the  word  ''and,"  where 
it  first  oeeuis  in  this  line,  to  the  end  of  the  thirtieth 
line,  the  following : 

'^And  tball  ordtin  and  establUh,  that  there  shall  W 
neither  slavery  nor  involaDtary  serritade  in  the  aaid 
State,  otherwite  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimai, 
whereof  the  party  shaO  have  been  duly  eoavicted: 
FrocPid^  olieayf,  That  any  penon  eacaping  iDto  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  aervica  is  kwiaUy  claimed 
in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive  may  be  hnvfolly  re- 
claimed, and  cODveyad  to  the  parson  rlaiming  his  or 
her  labor  or  aerrica,  as  albiesaid :  Fromd^it  tuwerik^ 
km.  That  the  said  pioviaion  ahaU  not  be  conatnied  ta 
alter  the  condition  or  dvil  ri^ta  of  any  penan  sow 
bald  to  asnriee  or  labor  in  the  eeid  Terxiloiy.  Amd 
pmmdtdako.^ 

The  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  had  been  so  ftdly  dis- 
cussed, and  so  often  passed  upon,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  recorded  (m  it,  tnat  he  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject^  and  he  should 
forbear  even  the  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  perfectly 
ready  to  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  no  idea  ot  pro* 
ducing  delay  in  l»inginff  this  matter  to  a  conclu- 
sion, which  only  would  be  the  eftet  of  discussion ; 
but  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  course  vrhich  would 
lead  to  its  speedy  termination. 

Mr.  HoRBBT  said,  that,  having  been  necessarily 
absent  when  this  question  was  wfore  decided,  he 
wished  now  to  be  indulged  with  an  opportunity  of 
recording  his  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordinely  ordered  to 
be  taken,  'and  stood — yeas  27,  nays  15,  as  foUows: 

Ybas — MeMTs.  Barboar,  Brown,  Eaton,  EdwarJs, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horaey»  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kcntvcky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman, 
Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Plea- 
sants, Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Misaiaup- 
pi,  and  Williams  of  Tennetsee. 

Nats — Mesara.  Burrill,  Dana,  Diqkeraon,  King  of 
New  York,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Mnrril,  Noble,  Otit, 
Hoberta,  Rngglee,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Trimble,  tad 
Wilaon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Tuomas,  it  ¥ras  agreed  fur> 
ther  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

«Sxc.  8.  And  ht  ii  Juriker  enacted^  TbmU  in  all 
that  territory  ceded  by  Fianoe  to  the  United  Suias, 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  Ilea  north  of  thii-. 
ty-aiz  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  j(he  limits  of  the  State  contempV&ied 
hy  this  act,  alatery  and.  invol\|ntary  aervitu^,  oiher^ 
wiie  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  Um 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  it 
barely,  forever  prohibited:  Pronded,  o/tcMryt,  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  service  ia  lawful^  claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  Stsftea,  such  fugitive  may  be  Inwlully 
reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  peraon  daimiiiff  his  or 
her  laber,  or  saivioe,  as  aforesaid." 
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y  The  bill  baTing  been  thus  ameBded,  it  was  it> 
ported  to  the  House  accordingly;  and,  the  first 

fl     amendment  being  concurred  in, 

9        Mr.  Triwblb  mored  to  amend  the  new  section 

B  agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  oi  ibe  Whole,  bf  strik- 
ing oat  therefrom — 

'<  All  that  temtory  ced«d  by  Pranee  to  the  United 
Statff,  andOT  the  name  of  Loajsiana,  which  lies  north 
of  tbiftjHnc  dsgieos  and  thirty  miDotes  north  latilndo, 
not  iadndad  within  tlio  Itanits  of  the  State  contoni* 
plated  by  this  act,"  and  insaniBg  in  ttea  thereof  tbo 
MJowing:  <^]|  thai  perl  of  LonisiaBa  west  of  the  Mis- 
iMippi,  eedsd  by  Fiance  to  tbo  United  fitatss,  exospt 
the  Stale  of  L^oistaDa,  this  territoiy  included  in  the 
pcopofsd  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  Arkansas  Terri- 
Iftnr,  sast  of  the  seventeenth  or  ninety^fourlb  degree 
of  fonfitade,  (agzeeabiy  to  Melisb's  map/') 

Mr.  TRiiiBi.£  said,  he  would  not  htLYe  offered 
this,  amendment,  but  with  the  hope  that  ctbrne 
aereement   might  take  nlaoe  between   the  two 
Houses,  and  in  the  belief  tnat  that  amendment  em- 
braced princi|des  on  which  the  two  Houses  might 
■site  on  this  subject.'    When  we  go  into  the  terri- 
(     toiy  which  was  vniahabited  at  the  date  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  and  is  yet  uninhabited,  very  few, 
if    he  believad,  cntektoined  scrnpleB  as  to  the  eonsti* 
I    tationality  of  die  restrietion.    For  kis  part,  he  did 
J    BotseeoB  what  principle  the  Coosthutioii  could 
I    be  brought  to  bear  on  theaubject.    He  h^d  ofiered 
I     this  amendment  with  a  view,  should  it  suooeed,  to 
I    vote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  form.    He  had  little 
donbt  that  it  contained  principles  on  which,  were 
f    it  agreed  to,  the  bill  wotud  pue  the  other  Hooee ; 
•    and  he  was  wder  the  impression  that  it  would  not 
succeed  on  the  princ^de  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  it  -notw  stood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
on  Mr.  TaiMBLB'e  motion,  to  aniend  the  amend- 
ment, as  above  stated,  and  decided  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekeraon,  King  of 
New  York,  Lamaan,  MeUeB»  Manila  Otia,  Rnggles, 
Ssnfoid,  Trimble,  and  Wileoar-rlS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Darbour*  Biowa,  Eaton,  Sdwards, 
Elliot,  OsiUardy  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
ion  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Lo- 
gan, Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney,  Pleasants,  RoberU,  8mitb»Stokes,TByIor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  tennessee-^. 

Mr.  TiioiiAa'a  amendmeiU  was  then  coBCunsed 
ifif  as  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  was  agiraed  to  amend  the  title  by  addii^ 
thmtOL  *^aAd  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  tenri- 
tones." 

And  the  anJendmentB  were  then  ordered  to  be 
eagrcmd,  And,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third 
time:  it  wa&read  a  third  time  aecQrdingly,  pttssed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives)  request- 
ing their  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 


FaiUAY,  March  3. 

Mr.  HottBBT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  GolumbiaL  to  whom  the  sabieet  was  refer- 
red, reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  allowanaeof  the 
jodgcB  €i  the  orphans'  couit  in  the  counties  of 


Washington  aad  Alexandria ;  asd  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLiiON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefe- 
bvre,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

Mr.  RuooLsa  presented  the  petition  of  Antoioc 
Baron,  of  Michigan,  praying  compensation  for 
property  taken  and  destroyed  or  order,  for  the  use 
of  the  American  Army :  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tne  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Francis  B.  Languille : 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellett;  and  tke  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt ;  were  eeyesaUy  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Sterens,  and 
Others ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postnoned  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  ftsiimed,  as  in*  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  <<  An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Btalei^ 
and  for  other  porpoaes ;"  and  the  same  having  been 
further  amended,  the  lull  was  postponed  «itil  mon- 
day  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
cam]>aign  a^inst  the  Seminole  Tndians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  j^tion  of  Mar- 
garet ClacL  relict  of  the  late  Major  John,  Clark, 
an  officer  ot  the  Pennsvlvania  line  in  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  now  ueceaMd,  praying  Conffreas 
to  gmut  a  renewal  and  continuance  to  ner  of  the 
pension  which  her  late  huahBad  received  under 
the  act  of  18th  March,  1618,  made  a  report,  ac 
eompaaied  by  a  resolutioci  that  the  petitioner  have 
Imve  to  vrithdraw  her  petitian.  The  report  and 
resdution  were  read. 

Mr.  HoRSET,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  to.  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for 
that  piurpose,  reported  the  same  with  amendments, 
which  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walkbr,  of  Georgia,  the 
Committee  o)i  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  all  or  any  of  the  District  Judges  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  said  oonuiuttee  were  die- 
chaiged  from  the  further  cimsideration  of  the  res* 
olution  of  the  first  of  last  month,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  incseasing  the 
salary  of  the  District  Judge  of^Qeorgia. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iajformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  f^H^itit  a  retjei ver  of  thepMUic 
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moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  dis- 
trict of  La-nrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory," in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  iiassed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Henry  Kemsen  and  others,  con- 
cerned in  Mississijypi  stock ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

MAINE  BILL. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  tne  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,"  made  the  following  report:     . 

The  Committee  of  Conference  of  the  Senate  and  of 
the  Hoiifle  of  Representatiree,  on  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  upon  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  report  the  following  reao- 
Intion : 

Muohedf  Ut.  That  thej  recommend  to  the  Senate 
to  recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

2d.  That  thej  recommend  to  the  two  Hooses  to 
agree  to  strike  out  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  now  pending  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  apt  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
Uie  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  the  following  proviso,  in  the  following  words  : 
"And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convieted:  Pr&vidtd,  alway$^ 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State, 
•ueh  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid :  Pmvidtd^  neverihtkut  That  the  said  pro- 
vision ahall  not  l<e  cqnstmed  to  alter  the  condition  or 
civil  lights  of  any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labw 
in  the.  said  territory/'  And  that  the  following  pro- 
vision be  added  to  the  bill : 

And  be  UJurther  enaeUd,  That  in  all  that  territory 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the  name 
of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery 
and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  pro- 
hibited :  Providedf  ahoaya,  That  any  person  escaping 
into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully 
claimed  in  any  other  Sute  or  Territory  of  the  United 
States  saeh  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  Ms  or  her  labor  or 
service  as  afoiesaid. 

The  rejjort  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas, 

RtBClved,  That  a  further  conference  be  asked 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
said  bill. 

Ordertd^  That  Messrs.  Thomas,  Barbovb,  and 


PiNKNET,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  MEMORIAL. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  the  me- 
morial of  Major  General  Andrew  Jadbon  was 
taken  up,  and  considerable  debate  took  place, 
which  ended,  however,  in  those  who  had  opnoeed 
the  printing  waiving  their  opposition  to  it  Those 
who  supported  the  motion  for  printing  the  aanie, 
were  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Wilson,  Mob- 
RiL,  Lanman,  Pinknbt,  Eaton,  and  Smith  ;  and 
those  who  at  fii9t  opposed  it,  bat  withdrew  their 
opposition  on  explanation  of  some  passages  in  it, 
and  on  understanding  that  no  further  proceeding 
was  proposed  with  regard  to  it,  were  Messrs.  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  Dana,  and  Burrill.  The  me- 
morial was  tnen  ordered  to  be  printed.  [It  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix  2d  Session  15th  Con- 
gress, page  2906, 9t  ss^.] 

MAINE  BILL. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  disa^eeing 
rotes  of  the  rvft)  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  Committee  of  Conference  tecommend  to 
the  two  Houses  that  the  word  '*  next"  be  strieken  out 
of  the  said  bill,  and  the  words  "  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty/'  be  inserted  in  lieu 
thereof. 

Whereupon,  it  was 

Reached^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  both  the 
reports  <^  the  Committee  of  Conference ;  that  thef 
recede  from  their  amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and 
that  it  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  line  the  third 
the  word  <'next,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
"one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,"  ac- 
cordingly. 

Ordmdj  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatires  accordingly,  and  request  their 
concurrence  in  the  said  amendment. 


Monday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  re> 
monstrance  of  Samuel  Blackburn  and  othen, 
complaining  of  the  illegal  and  forcible  seizure  of 
their  property  by  a  party  of  the  Creek  Indians, 
while  within  the  limits  of  the  Cherokees,  and 
prayinff  relief;  and  the  remonstrance  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AAirs. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
Brown  and  others,  in  behidf  of  themselres  and 
others,  holders  of  tne  Mississippi  stock  in  Massa- 
ehusetts,  praying  provision  may  be  made  for  the 
redemption  of  said  stock  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Financfr 

Ml.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  S.  H.  Cone  and  others,  praying  an  act  of 
incorporation  for  certain  erangelical  and  literary 
purposes ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cath- 
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vine  Sliapley^  of  Portsmouth^  in  tke  Stale  of  New 
Hampshire,  Biade  a  lepon.  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution that  the  petitioner  naTe  leave  to  withdraw 
her  petition.    The  rejfiort  and  lesohition  were  read. . 

Mr.  WiLUAjnB,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  shoidd  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill 
farther  to  amend  the  judicial  sfstem  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  oth- 
ers; and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
poi(tDoned  until  Wednesday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was 
leferred  the  petition  of  Margaret  Clark,  relict  of 
the  late  Major  John  Clark,  an  officer  of  the  Penn- 
sjflvania  Une  in  the  American  Revolution^  (now 
oeceased,)  praying  Consress  to  gprant  a  renewal  and 
eoQtinuance  to  her  of  me  pension  which  her  late 
husband  received  under  the  act  of  18th  March, 
1818;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  vdthdraw  her 
petition. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Orphans'  Court  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of 
public  moneys,  and  register  of  tne  land  office,  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Tenitory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  together 
with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto ;  and  the 
further  conadcration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  was  taken  up^, 
ind,  after  underling  some  amendments  not  in- 
volving any  qaestion  of  importance,  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  patent 
right  to  Richard  Willcox,  and  the  bills  for  the  re- 
Kef  of  Francis  B.  Languille,  and  of  John  Pellett, 
were  severally  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

REMISSION  OF  DVTY. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 'William  C. 
Kausler,  made  a  report  accomjianied  by  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  refused. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submit  to  the  Senate 
their  report  npon  the  petition  of  Willism  C.  Kansler. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April,  1818,  the  brig  Nordberg, 
laden  with  a  cargo -of  augar,  coffee,  logwood,  and  cigars, 
tailed  from  Havana  for  Hambarg.  The  brig  belonged 
to  a  Danish  snbject ;  the  cargo  was  the  property  of 
ineicbants  and  cttisens  of  Hamburg ;  and  the  peti* 
tioDer,  who  it  a  tobject  of  Denmark»  was  the  soper- 
cargo.  On  the  lUh  day  of  the  sane  montb»  in  the 
latitade  of  Cape  Florida*  the  brig  and  cargo  were  met 


by  an  armed  schooner,  and  were  forctblj  and  pirati* 
eally  seised  by  the  persons  belonging  to  the  schooner. 
The  officers  and  crew  of  tho  brig,  and  the  petilionert 
were  taken  from  their  vessel,  put  on  board  of  the 
schooner,  and  tent  to  the  West  Indiea.  The  piraAesi 
having  taken  the  brig  and  cargo  into  their  poeieasiony 
conducted  them  to  the  port  of  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 
The  cargo  was  entered  at  the  custom-honse  of  Savan* 
nah  ;  the  duties  npon  it  were  paid  by  the  person  or 
persona  who  entered  the  goods ;  and  thoie  duties  have 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury.  The  cargo  was  dtin 
charged  and  sold.  It  was  sold  by  some  agent  or  agents 
appointed  by  the  pirates,  and  was  ]{nrchased>  in  par^ 
eels,  by  different  persona  in  Savannah.  It  is  stated 
that  the  aums  for  which  the  cargo  was  sold  were  re- 
ceived by  the  piratea,  or  by  their  agents.  Soon  after 
the  arrival  of  the  brig  at  Savanndi,  the  attorney  of 
the  United  Stalea  for  Georgia  instituted  a  aait  in  the 
district  court  of  the  United  Statea  agaiaat  the  brig  and 
cargo,  and  againat  all  peraona  into  whose  handa  the  car- 
go or  its  products  had  come,  claiming  these  effeets  as 
having  been  obtained  by  piracy,  in  order  thai  tibey  might 
be  adjudged  as  justice  should  require.  The  agents  of 
the  pirates,  and  the  peivons  who  had  purehaaed  the  ear- 
go  at  Savannah,  were  made  parties  te  thia  suit.  The 
petitioner,  having  arrived  at  Savannah  after  the  coas^ 
mencement  of  the  aoit,  became  a  party  to  it,  and,  as 
the  agent  of  the  owners,  claimed  the  benefit  of  the 
aoit,  %nd  reatitution  of  the  cargo^  or  its  value.  After 
a  courae  of  legal  proocediogs,  the  litigation  was  ter^ 
minated  by  a  decree  made  by  the  coneent  of  the  pu^ 
tiea.  It  waa  agreed,  by  thia  deeiaion,  that  the  several 
purchaiers  of  the  cargo  should  pay  to  the  petitioner  the 
value  of  the  parts  of  the  cargo  which  they  had  re- 
apectivelv  purchased,  taking  the  value  as  it  exbted  at 
Savannah,  but  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  of  the 
duties  which  had  been  pjud  to  the  United  States.  The 
sum  thus  agreed  to  be  paid  by  those  who  had  purchaa- 
ed  or  received  the  cargo  from  the  pirates,  and  to  be 
received  by  the  petitioner,  waa  forty  •two  thousand  dol* 
lars  ;  the  duties  which  had  been  paid  to  the  United 
Statea  were  sixteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  six 
dollars  and  fifty  cents;  and  these  sums  together, 
amounting  to  fifty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  ana 
six  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  are  stated  to  have  been  the 
value  of  the  cargo  at  Savannah. 

Upon  these  facta  the  petitioner  prays  that  the  duties 
which  have  been  paid  to  the  United  States  may  be 
paid  from  the  Treasury  to  him. 

The  reasons  urged  in  support  of  thia  application 
are,  that  these  goods  were  not  subject  to  our  dutaas ; 
that  the  rightful  ownora  are  entitled  to  reattlntion«f 
the  goods,  or  to  their  luU  value ;  and  that  the  United 
Statea  ought  not  to  derive  profits  from  an  act  of  piracy. 

1.  It  is  amid  that  these  goods  were  not  legally  aubjeet 
to  daty,  because  they  were  imported  by  pirates,  and 
not  with  the  assent  of  the  true  owners.  Our  laws 
concerning  duties  make  no  auch  distinction.  Our  dn^ 
ties  are  imposed  upon  merchandise  imported  in  fact. 
Whether  the  importer  is  the  true  owner  or  rightful 
possessor  of  the  goods  or  not,  the  goods  t&  equally 
subject  to  duty.  The  goods  are  themaelves  subjectsid 
to  doty,  whoever  may  be  the  importer ;  and  all  quae* 
Uons  of  private  rights,  between  dififorent  claimants  of 
the  same  gooda,  are  left  to  the  ordinary  course  of  jus* 
tice.  These  goods,  therefore,  though  imporUd  by  pi- 
rates,  were  justly  subject  to  our  duties. 

S.  It  is  the  doty  of  all  nations  to  lend  their  justice 
and  enptoy^  th«r  force  to  suppassa  piracy.    We  ae^ 


476 


BISTORT  OP  CONGRESS. 


47e 


StanticTfe. 


PuUic  L&nd9. 


BCabgh,  1880. 


knowledge  tkb  obfigfttum,  and  obey  itn  piveepto.  Tbe 
tnie  ownen  of  thoee  goodo  were  entitled  to  rertkiitioa 
of  the  goods,  or  to  jvst  eompeosatioa  for  their  Iom.  If 
•ptdfie  rertHution  oouid  not  be  made,  becaose  tbe 
goode  had  been  removed)  diepened,  or  contwned,  a 
jQst  eqahraient  was  to  be  paid,  not  by  this  Uovem* 
ment»  bot  by  tbe  piratea,  and  by  those  who  had  been 
engaged  with  pirate*  in  the  commerte  of  these  goods. 
This  Goirernraetat  was  not  bonnd  to  pay  or  to  lose  any 
thing  whatever  in  this  ease.  Oor  obligation  was,  to 
lend  the  arm  of  onr  jmrtice  to  compel  reatitntieii  or 
oempeneation.  We  we/e  bound  to  give  to  the  tnie 
ownees  the  aid  o^oln'  laws  and  tHbanals  against  the 
goods  and  against  all  persons  within  onr  jurisdiction. 
This  obligation  has  been  dischavged.  The  petitioner 
TMorted  to  one  of  our  courts  for  ledrcset,  Be  implead- 
ed the  -persons  who  had  porehas^  or  received  the 
goods  frem  the  jpikntee.  Hie  daim  against  them  w«s 
jvst,  and  wbs-admicted.  If  he  was  entitled  to  recover 
ngainst  them^  he  was  entitled  to  the  ftili  value  of  the 
goOde»-lD  the  value  which  the  gdode  bore  at  Savan*- 
ttUh*^to  tet  sum  which  tbe  goods  h»d  already  pio- 
doeed,  or  would  produce,  upon  a  salf  in  the  maiiwttff 
8av$MtAh«  That  value  compraheoded  the  amount  of 
Ibo  dudes  which  had  been  paid  to  the  United  8utes. 
tech  at  leaet  might  be  one  measure  of  his  redress ; 
«nd  it  is  to  be  presumed  that)  if  he  bad  prevailed  in 
advene  litigation,  be  would  haverecoverea  the  amount 
of  the  dntiiBS  as  a  part  of  the  value  of  the  goods.  Bot 
the  suit  was  compounded  by  the  parties.  An  amicable 
decree  was  made,  by  which  the  petitioner  agreed  le 
aooept  from  the  purchasers  or  receivers  of  the  goods 
at  Savannah  a  part  of  the  valae  in  question. 

This  compromise  gives  him  no  claim  upon  tbe  Gov- 
ernment for  the  residue  of  that  value.  The  duties 
had  been  paid,  and  the  goods  were  in  the  market  of 
this  country,  before  tbe  petitioner  appeared  to  claim 
redress.  If  the  petitioner  had  arrived  after  the  import- 
ation, and  before  the  duties  were  paid,  he  could  not 
have  obtained  possession  of  the  goods,  without  dis- 
charging the  duties  to  the  United  Ststes.  If  he  had 
advanced  the  duties,  he,  like  any  other  owner  of  goods 
paying  duties,  would  have  found  his  compensation  for 
the  duties  advanced  in  the  superadded  value  which 
sueh  goods  derive  from  the  duties  with  which  they  are 
charged.  If  the  petitioner  had  obtained  restitution  of 
the  goods  in  kind,  at  Savannah,  after  the  duties  had 
iMea  p^id  by  others^  he  would  baine  had  no  pretence 
to  ask  this  Government  for  the  dutiee ;  since,  in  that 
uvunt,  the  goods  in  his  bends  would  have  been  aug- 
mented in  value  by  the  amount  of  the  duties.  If  he 
had  obtuined  from  the  pirates  or  their  agents  the  fuH 
iralue  of  the  goods,  comprehending  the  duties,  he 
would  have  had  no  pretence  to  ask  for  the  duties  in 
the  Treaiury*  He  could  never  be  allowed  to  recover 
the  amount  of  tha  duties  once  in  the  augmented  value 
which  tbe  goods  had  derived  from  the  duties,  and 
once  more  in  tbe  payment  of  the  duties  thomselves  to 
htm  from  the  Treaeury.  If  he  could  not  obtain  reeti- 
tution  in  kind  or  in  value,  because  the  goods  oeuld 
not  be  traced,  or  because  the  persons  responsible  to 
bia&  for  their  value  could  not  be  found  within  our 
jurisdiction,  or  because  those  peoons  might  be  unable 
to  make  aatisfoetton,  he  might  be  unfortunate,  but  this 
Government  would  be  under  no  obligation  to  indem- 
nify him  for  any  part  of  his  loss.  It  is  not  necessary 
here  to  determine  what  would  have  been  the  true 
etandard  of  hii  redress  against  the  pirates  or  the  re- 
ceivers of  the  goods.     Whatever  may  be  tho  just 


measure  of  his  rediuss  against  them,  and  whatever  haa 
been  or  might  have  iMun  the  event  of  hia  dtnm^  eitber 
upon  the  goods  thamsetnts,  or  against  petaons  ia  thii 
countiy  or  in  any  other  counliy,  these  dotiea  to  the 
pubKc  have  been  rightAiily  levied  and  reeeivad  by  us. 
These  duties  belong  to  our  revuiitte;  and,  ihoiiflh  the 
petitioner  had  rightly  they  were  not  nghts  againot  our 
revenue.  He  bad  no  pretence  of  daim  upon  this 
Government  for  compensation.  Having  made  a  vol- 
untary com  position  with  other  parties^  by  which  he 
has  obtained  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of 
his  daim  from  them,  he  now  proposes  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  pay  him  the  residue;  and  the  compro- 
mise thus  made  is  offered  as  one  of  the  resaons  for  this 
request.  This  Government  never  owed  him  any  com- 
pensation ;  and  -he  is  not  at  liberty  to  convert  bis 
claim  upon  private  persons  into  a  dMnand  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  UniCsd  States. 

8.  It  is  said  that  to  reUin  these  duilea  would  be  lo 
avail  ouarselvei  of  an  act  of  pinusy ;  ainefl^  if  the  guedn 
had  not  been  seined  by  pinifei^  they  wi>ald  net  hnve 
been  impotted  into  the  United  Sutos.  Our  dutins 
are  levied  upon  the  impeftalion  of  metdbaodise  into 
our  eountry ;  and  onr  laws  allow  no  exeaaplioa  from 
those  duties  in  favor  either  of  pirates,  or  of  thooe  who 
may  be  robbed  by  piratas.  (Mir  revenue  has  no  eon- 
cern  with  the  private  queetions  of  right  and  wrong 
which  may  exist,  either  abroad  or  here,  in  relation  to 
the  merchandise  imported.  The  question  now  pre- 
sented is  not  so  much  whether  we  shall  gain,  as  it  is 
whether  we  shall  lose,  by  this  importation.  Have  the 
goods  been  consumed  in  this  country?  If  so,  the 
duties  have  been  paid  by  the  consumers ;  and,  as  taxes 
levied  upon  our  own  citizens,  they  should  accrue  to 
our  own  revenue.  Have  the  goods  been  exported  1  la 
that  case,  the  duties  have  been  paid  fh>m  the  Treasury 
to  the  exporter.  If  we  should  now  pay  these  duties 
to  the  petitioner,  the  amount  would  be  an  absolute 
loss  lo  our  revenue.  The  petitioner  would  indsed 
receive  the  bincfit  of  the  Amount,  but  his  daim  to  this 
benefit  is  not  against  this  Government ;  it  vraa  against 
the  pirates  and  receivers  of  the  gooduf  and  they  have 
dready  received  the  amount  of  the  dotiea,  1^  their 
own  dispositioa  of  the  marchaadiae*  Whan  we  levy 
and  retain  our  own  duties,  in  a  case  like  this,  we 
merely  enforce  our  own  revenue  laws — ^we  give  no 
sanction  to  piracy,  and  we  do  no  injustice. 

Such  Is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  such 
would  it  be  were  the  petitioner  and  they  whom  he  rep- 
resents citizens  of  the  United  States.  He  and  thej 
are  foreigners,  but  the  law  of  nations  afibrds  no  support 
to  the  claim  which  is  now  preferred.  It  is  not  required, 
even  by  the  meet  scrupulous  and  ddicate  regard  to 
the  obligations  of  nations,,  that  the  loss  of  these  doticB 
should  foil  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  daim  of  the  petitioner  for- the  datiua  paid  inis 
the  Treasury  appeanag  to  the  oommitlea  to  bm  desti- 
tute of  merit,  tliey  recommend  the  folfaiwing  reso- 
lution : 

JUsolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be 
refused.    ' 

I 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  not  completing  the  paymeot  Uwreon, 
being  takea  up,  a  motion  was  made  to  pos^mie  it 
to  Wednesday  next 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Noble,  who 
ftated  that  the  bill  oontaiaod  no  new  priaeipto; 
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that  if  pasted  at  ail,  it  was  mwfsamry  to  be  paMed 
without  delay,  that  timely  notice  might  be  cob- 
mtmicated  to  the  Tarious  laad  offices;  that,  as  it 
has  no  connezion  with  the  other  land  bili,  jost 
Bostpoaed^  and  embraced  iM)  principle  that  had  not 
cieen  famtliarto  the  Senate  for  years,  and  about 
nf^ich  there  was  no  diiiere&ee  of  opinimi,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  KiHO,  of  New  Yoric,  was  willing  to  aeeom- 
modate  gentleaieny  where  no  public  detriment 
would  arise  from  his  acquiescence  J  bat  the  bill  new 
before  the  Senate  had  a  connexion  with  the  bill 
just  postponed.  If  that  bill  nasaed,  he  would  have 
no  objection  whateyer  to  toe  present  one.  He 
would  be  among  the  first  to  gire  all  eauitable  in^- 
dulgence  to  those  indebted  for  lands ;  but,  should 
the  other  measure  fail,  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
psred  U3  say  dmt  the  bill  now  before  them  ought 

tOJMSS. 

The  bill  WES  postponed  t6  Wednesday. 


TtraanaT,  March  7. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  ^e  2d  of  May,  1814,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  Jacob  Barker,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  in- 
stant; which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the 
better  organization  'Of  the  Treasury  Department, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RuGQLES.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  sumect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
fbrthevelief  of  dabridOodfroy;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WiLBOif,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  anbiect  was  referred*  ireportad  a  bill 
for  the  rdief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  admin* 
istratrix  of  Patriek  Cassin,  deceased ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  to  the  Senate  certain 
resobtions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of 
the  application  of  six  thousand  dollars  heretofore 
appropriated,  but  not  expended,  to  the  sarveving 
and  opening  a  road  from  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  Si 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  to  the  western  line  of  the 
Connecticut  Reserve,  and  a  road  from  Lower 
Sandusky,  southwardly,  to  the  Indian  boundary 
line;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Ceatir 
mittee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  baring  obtained 
leave,  introduced,  a^eeably  to  notice,  a  bill  far- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
Stales — [to  form  an  additional  judicial  circuit,  to 
be  composed  of  the  districts  of  East  and  West 
Tennessee  and  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  a  circuit  ludge,  d&c.,  ^erefor';] 
which  bill  was  twice  read,  oy  geneml  consent,  and 
referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JoHNaoif,  of  Kentucky, 

RuUved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision'  by  law  for  the  payment  to  the 


sever al  deputy  surveyors  in  the  Misnuri  Territorv 
full  compensation  for  the  lines  which  bound  each 
survey,  whether  separate  or  adjoining  other  claims 
or  surveys,  and  which  have  been,  or  uiaU  hereafter 
be  mad<^  under  the  attthoritr  of  the  United  States. 
And,  also,  to  inquire  into  tne  expediency  of  nay- 

their 


ing  the  said  several  deputy  surveyors  for 
extra  travelling  ejtpenses,  where  that  travelling 
has  been  performed  With  a  view  to  the  surveying 
of  one  daim,  or  a  small  number  of  claims,  and 
when  such  travelling  was  the  consequence  ot  any 
mistake  in  the  commissioners,  ^eir  clerk,  or  the 
recbrder  of  land  titles,  in  the  proper  location  or 
description  of  the  claim,  or  in  the  list  of  confirmed 
claims  given  to  such  deputies  for  their  respective 
guides. 

,  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  a  number  ol  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  inhabitants  of  Michigan  Territory; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  tae 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granlad. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavor- 
able to  the  jpelitiott  of  Jose^  Lelebvre^  (daiming 
indcniiity  tor  damages  sustained  in  his  property, 
by-  its  occupation  by  the  Amcncan  militia,  at  Hew 
Orkmns  in  the  late  war,)  was  taken  up. 

After  some  explanatory  rematks  by  Mr.  Jonii- 
9011,  of  Louisiana,  and  on  his  motion)  the  report 
was  reversed,  and  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed Co  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  peti- 
tioner to  the  extent  which  may  be  supported  by 
satisfactory  evidence.  . 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
{provide  for  taking  the  Iburth  censUs  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhaSitaats  of  the  United  States  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bttl  wns  read  a 
third  time  as  amende^  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  aulhorisriaf  the  Secretary  d[  State  to 
isme  letteia  patent  to  Hiohard  Willoox  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Fnncts  B.  Languilk 
was  read  a  ^rd  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P^ett  was  read 
a  third  tiuu*,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee'  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporats 
the  inhahhanCs  of  the  City  of  Washinffton,  and  to 
repeal  ail  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose^ 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  bv 
the  Committee  on  the  District  or  Cdnmbia ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  PLfiASANTu,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eondderation  of  the  bill  to  inereftie  the 
aUowanoe  of  jod^  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  Washmgton  and  Alexandria ;  and,  en 
motion  by  Mr.  Plbabahts,  it  was  ordered  to  He 
on  the  table. 

PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condderation  of  the 
bill  making  pa3rment  for  hotsea,  &c.,  lost  in  the 
war,  and  having  been  further  amended, 
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(by  adding  the  proviso  to  the  last  section,)  -was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
without  objection,  as  follows :  [the  words  in  bradc- 
ets  being  stricken  out] 

Be  it  enacted^  4«.,  That  any  officer,  volanteer,  or 
ranger,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighteen,  against  the  Seminole  Indiana,  who  has 
•attained  damage  by  reason  of  the  lost  of  any  horses, 
[killed  or  wounded  in  battle,  or  which  died,  or  became 
useless,  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  whilst  en- 
gaged in  said  campaign ;  or]  which,  in  consequence  of 
the  Goyernment  of  the  United  States  failing  to  supply 
sufficient  forage,  while  engaged  in  said  senrice,  died, 
or  were  compelled  to  be  abandoned  and  left ;  or  which, 
being  dismoanted  from  in  battle,  escaped  from  the 
owner  and  were  lost,  shall  be  allowed  the  value  thereof. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  offi- 
cers and  volunteers,  for  the  loss  of  any  necessary 
equipage  of  said  horses,  or  for  any  guns  lost  in  said 
service,  or  which  were  left  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  officer  thereof,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  the  value  thereof;  said  claims  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  of  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac.  a  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ae- 
eooBting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  shall 
audit  and  settle  those  accounts  under  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
prescribe :  Promdcdf  always.  That  if  any  payment 
be  made  on  account  of  clothing  to  any.offioer  or  volun- 
teer, and  which  may  not  be  warranted  by  existing 
law,  the  amount  by  him  so  received  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  value  of  said  horse,  equipage,  &c. 


WEDNESDAY,  March  8. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
in  pursuance  of  an  instruction  of  the  Senate,  re* 
ported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia ;  and  the  bill  v^  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in 
pursuance  of  an  instruction  of  the  Senate,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
^ttee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for  the 
district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Ter- 
rilorv,"  reported  the  same  without  amentoent. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
i^rt  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
others ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  .Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Catharine  Shapley,  of 
Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  HampehircL 
widow;  andj  ii^  concurrence  therewith,  resolved 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  William  C.  Kausler;  and  the  Ibrther 


consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  Oecwge  Har- 
pole,  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  campaign 
against  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  Autumn  of  1813; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from  the 
Presiobnt  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee,- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate^  in  pmanaace  of  their  res- 
olution of  the  fourth  of  January  last,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  States  with  a  list  of  fines  incurred  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *' An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,"  which  appear  from  the  records  of  the 
Department  of  State  to  have  been  remitted  by  the 
Executive  authori^  of  the  United  States. 

JAMES  MONKOE. 
Mabcs  4,  1820.  , 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Staiear: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  which,  with  the  accompanying  doco- 
ments,  will  show,  that  the  act  of  the  tOth  of  May,  1812, 
respecting  the  northern  and  western  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  has  been  executed. 


Makcb  8,  1820. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


The  Messages,  together  with  the  accompanying 
reports  and  documents,  were  respectiTely  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  apiHopriations  for 
the  suppbrt  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1820,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.       * 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qabriel  Godfrey,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow, 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased, 
were  respectively  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  damnd 
Farral^  the  petition  of  Rowleigh  C.  Christian; 
the  i)etition  of  Tohandocke,  an  Indian  chief;  the 
petition  of  John  Dougherty ;  and  the  petition  of 
James  Hayes ;  respectively  praying  a  pension. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  df  Jonathan  O. 
Carrier ;  the  petition  of  John  Reed ;  the  petition 
of  Moses  Smith ;  the  petition  of  Shuhael  P.  Hib- 
bard ;  the  petition  of  Abel  Sholes ;  the  petition  of 
Oustavus  Aldnck ;.  the  petition  of  Joseph  Legon; 
the  petition  of  Nichohu  Welch :  the  petition  of 
Dean  Weymouth ;  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall ;  the  petition  of  Jonn  Patterson ;  and  the  pe- 
tition of  Jeremiah  Betts,  {>raying  an  increase  of 
their  pensions;  and  the  petitions  were  respectivdy 
read,  and  refenred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  ia  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasideration  9f  the  hill  makins  farther 
provision  for  the  sale  of  puhlic  lands,  together  with 
the  amendment  proposed  thereto  hy  Mr.  Walker, 
of  Alabama,  as  follows : 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  parchtMrs  of 
public  laodi,  which  have  been  so^d  prior  to  the  — 
day  of next,  shall  be  permitted  to  forfeit  and  sur- 
render the  tame  before  the  day  of  final  payment,  by 
delivering  their  certificates  to  the  register,  and  endor- 
uDg  thereon  their  consent  that  the  land  therein  de- 
fcfibed  shall  be  re-sold  :  whereupon,  the  said  certificates 
•hall  be  considered  as  cancelled ;  and  the  land  shali 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  reverted  to  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  disposed  of,  in  all  respects,  like 
other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act ;  but,  if  such 
lands  should  be  sold  for  more  than  one  dollar  and  — 
cents  per  acre,  the  excess  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
former  certificate-holder :  Prookk4i  fhat  such  excess 
ihaJI  not  be  greater  than  the  amount  previonsly  paid 
on  inch  certificate. 

Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  namber  of  arguments 
in  support  of  his  amendment,  and  entered  into 
particular  statements  of  the  amount  of  sales,  the 
nrices  ffiven  in  Alabama  and  elsewhere,  for  puhlic 
lands,  tne  great  amount  of  debt  due  and  becoming 
due,  &c.,  to  show  the  propriety  of  aflfording  the 
relief  which  his  amendment  contemplated ;  Imt,  as 
the  Senate  was  this  morning  thin,  and  the  subject 
before  it  of  great  importance,  he  hoped  its  consid- 
eration might  for  the  present  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Wilson,  though  uniformly  friendly  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  was  willing  to  defer  its  con- 
sideration until  the  Senate  should  be  full,  and 
moved  to  postpone  it  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Thomas  proposed  a  postponement  to  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  Otis  was  opposed  to  so  distant  a  postpone- 
ment, as  he  feared  it  might  endanger  the  bill, 
whicn  had  already  been  postponed  through  all  the 
moods  and  tenses.  It  had  been  lost  in  the  other 
House,  at  the  last  session,  after  passing  this,  for 
want  of  time.  Should  it  be  agam  defeated  from 
the  same  cause,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  they  might 
bid  adieu  to  all  hope  of  the  measure.  Mr.  0.  made 
a  remark  or  two  on  the  subject  of  the  amendment, 
to  show  that,  however  equitable  the  relief,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  the  measure  would  be  proper  be^ 
fore  the  debt  for  which  the  sales  were  pledged  had 
been  paid  off. 

Mr.  Walkeb  replied,  to  obviate  the  objection  of 
Mr.  Otis  ;  and  the  postponement  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Noble,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Rdoolss. 

The  motion  to  postpone  to  Wednesday  was 
lost,  and  the  motion  for  to-morrow  prevailed — 18 
to  14 ;  but  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  was  sub- 
sequently moved  and  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  bein£[  then  ne^ived,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendment. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  had  no  hope,  from  the 
indications  which  he  saw,  that  the  amendment 
iivould  be  adopted ;  but,  if  the  change  proposed  by 
:he  bill  should  take  place,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Legislature  would  see  the  necessity  of  some  such 
16th  Con.  1st  Sbss.— 16 


relief  as  the  amendment  offered.  He  would  now 
merely  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Ed- 
WAR08  and  King  of  Alabama,  and  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Trimble,  Lanman,  and  Kino  ofNew 
York,  not  because  opposed  to  affording  the  relief 
contemplated,  but  from  an  unwillingness  to  con- 
nect it  vrith  the  present  bill,  du;. 

The  (question  wing  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Kentucky , 
King  of  Alabama,  Logan,  Noble,  Smith,  Thomas, 
and  Walker  of  Alabama — 8. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Bunrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Lonistana, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Rug- 
gies,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and 
WUson— 39. 

Mr.  EnwARns  said,  although  he  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  change  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands,  which  is  provided  for  by  thel)ill 
now  under  consideration,  from  the  strongest  con- 
victions, that,  while  it  is  calculated  to  operate  with 
peculiar  hardship  upon  those  who  have  not  the 
good  fortune  to  have  the  present  command  of 
money,  and  to  retard  the  settlement  and  check  the 
prosperity  of  the  State  which  he  has  the  honor,  in ' 
part,  to  represent,  it  was  also  inexpedient,  on  the 
part  of  the  (government  itself,  to  place  its  own  in- 
terest so  much  in  the  power  of  moneyed  capital- 
ists, who,  owing  to  the  present  temporary  scarcity 
of  money,  can,  by  combinations  for  that  p'jrpose, 
with  the  utmost  facility  put  down  competition  at 
the  public  sales,  and  engross  as  much  of  the  best 
lands  as  they  please,  upoTi  the  lowest  terms  or 
minimum  price;  yet,  if  the  bill  must  pass,  and  I 
see  (said  Mr.  E.)  j>o  prospect  of  opposmg  it  with 
success,  in  thi's  Hotise,  I  do  most .  sincerely  hope 
it  wiU.  be  with  such  modifications  as  will  produce 
the  least  individual  hardships  and  $he  most  gen- 
eral satisfaction)  for,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
zeal  with  which  I  have  hitherto  opposed  the  mea- 
sure, I  can  assure  gentlemen  that  it  has  been  no 
part  of  my  object  to  excite  discontents  elsewhere, 
and  that  there  is  no  man  living  who  has  been 
more  uniformly  disposed  to  discountenance  local' 
jealousies,  and  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  concord  and 
narmony  throu^out  every  part  of  our  common 
country,  than  I  myself  have  neen. 

My  judgment  may  have  deceived  me;  my  per- 
sonal interest,  however,  I  well  know,  cannot  have 
misled  me ;  for  that  would  have  been  promoted  by 
the  contemplated  change,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
beneficial  to  all  those  who  have  heretofore  pur- 
chased lands  which  they  wish  to  dispose  ot,  or 
who  have  money  to  purchase,  with  that  view ; 
and  hence  it  is,  probably,  that  we  have  seen  letters 
from  large  landholders  m  the  West  to  members  of 
this  body,  exhibited  as  disinterested  testimony  in 
favor  ot  the  proposed  change,,  and  passing  irom 
seat  to  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  our 
minds,  not  only  of  its  pronriety,  but  of  the  absolute 
necessity  for  its  speedy  aaoption. 

Mr.  B.  contended,  that  the  present  system  of 
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disposing  ojf.the  public  lands  had  been  successfully 
tested  bf  the  experience  of  manv  years ;  that  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  in  particular,  had  flourished  under  its 
operation,  and,  without  any  injurv  to  the  Union, 
had  increased  their  population  and  prosperity  with 
unparalleled  rapiditjr.  But,  said  he,  like  all  other 
human  institutions,  it  seems  that  the  system  had 
not  the  necessary  perfection  to  suit  it  to  all  times 
and  circumstances ;  apd  it  is  alleged,  as  a  reason 
demanding  the  proposed  change,  that  excessive 
purchases  were  made,  during  a  period  of  universal 
delusion,  which  equally  operated  upon  everything 
ebe,  and  which  no  one  believes  is  likely  to  recur, 
for  a  lon^  time  to  come  at  least  But,  said  he,  can 
it  be  a  dictate  of  wisdom  to  predicate  a  general 
system  upon  a  particular  and  extraordinary  case, 
which  is  gone  by,  and  in  all  probability  will  never 
again  occur  ?  Can  it  be  wise^  to  select  that  mo- 
ment for  abolishing  all  credit  upon  the  sale  of 
public  lapds  when  money  is  scarcer  than  it  has 
ever  heretofore  been,  and  thereby  to  retard  the  set- 
tlement of  those  lands,  at  the  verv  time  when  the 
state  of  things  which  produced  tne  suf^iosed  evils 
of  the  credit  system  is  rapidly  disappearing,  which 
is  now  most  certainly  the  case,  as  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed on  the  subject?  Can  it  be  just  to  with- 
hold from  our  fellow-citizens,  who  have  not  here- 
tofore purchased  any  public  lands,  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so  upon  the  same  terms  that  have  been 
allowed  to  others  ?  Can  it  be  right,  merely  be- 
cause others  have  heretofore  purchased  injudi- 
ciously, during  a  period  of  general  delusion,  to  re- 
fuse credit  to  those  who  may  hereafter  wish  to 
purchase  discreetly^  lest  they  should  be  tempted  to 
injure  themselves,  in  like  manner,  when  no  such 
delusion  exists? 

But,  said  he^  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss,  at 
large,  the  merits  of  the  poposol  change.  I  will, 
at  present,  content  myself  with  an  efiort,  merdy, 
to  shield  the  present  settlers  uponjpublic  lands  from 
merciless  speculators,  whose  cupidity  and  avarice 
would  unquestionably  be  tempted  by  the  improve- 
ment%  which  those  settlers  have  made  with  the 
sweat  of  their  brows,  and  to  which  they,  have  been 
encouraged  by  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
itself;  for,  though  they  might  be  considered  as 
embraced  by  the  letter  of  the  law  which  provides 
against  intrusions  on  public  lands,  yet,  that  their 
case  has  not  been  considered  by  tne  Govertiment 
as  within  the  mischiefs  intended  to  be  prevented, 
is  manifest,  not  only  from  the  forbearance  to  en- 
force the  law,  but  from  the  positive  rewards  which 
others,  in  their  situation,  nave  received,  by  the 
several  laws  which  have  heretofore  granted  to 
them  the  same  right  of  pre-emption  which  I  now 
wish  extended  to  the  present  settlers. 

The  settlements  which  have  been  made  by  this 
description  of  our  population,  so  far  from  injuring 
in  any  way  the  interest  of  the  Government,  have, 
in  all  cases  with  which  I  have  been  acauainted, 
(and  few  have  had  an  opportunity  of  snowing 
more  upon  the  subject  than  myself,]  actually  ben- 
efitted it,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  adjoin- 
ing lands,  and  increasing  the  facilities  of  settling 
them. 

Those  settlements  have  been  made  iifith  the  ex- 


pectation of  acquiring  the  lands  including  them, 
under  the  existing  law.  The  number  and  value 
of  such  improvements  are  much  eteaiteT  than  thef 
would  have  been  had  not  certain  lands  been  kept 
out  of  market  much  longer  than  was  reasonably 
anticipated.  None  of  those  settlers  have  suppo^ 
that  they  would  have  to  pay  down  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money  upon  the  tracts 
which  they  wisn  to  buy ;  few  of  them  will  be  able 
to  pay  more;  the  most  of  them  have  already 
opened  farms,  from  which  they  could  reasonably 
calcidate  upon  paying  the  future  instalments  as 
they  would  become  due.  And  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  it  would  be  both  cruel  and  imnouiic  to 
disappoint  such  expectations,  by  placing  tnose  peo- 

Sle,  so  completely  as  the  proposed  change  would 
0,  in  the  power  of  moneyed  speculators.  To 
guard  against  which,  and  to  prevent  those  serious 
discontents,  if  not  commotions,  which  otherwise 
must  take  place,  I  offer  the  amendment  which  I 
now  hold  m  nw  hand,  and  which^  so  far  from 
being  calculatdl  to  defeat  the  bill,  cannot,  if 
adopted,  fail  to  contribute  greatljr  to  its  success, 
by  removing  some  of  the  most  serious  and  impor- 
tant objections  to  its  passage. 

The  amendment  is  as  follows: 

**  BtU  enacted,  4«.,  That  every  perMn,  or  the  legml 
r«pretentstives  of  every  person,  who  has  actaeUy  in- 
habited and  ctiltiTmted,  and  who  now  resides  upon  any 
tract  of  land  lyiog  in  any  district  established  for  the 
aale  of  public  lands,  which  tract  is  not  rightfaUy 
claimed  by  any  other  person,  each  person,  so  rending 
as  aforesaid,  or  his  legal  repreaentattve,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  piuehaeer  irom 
the  United  States  of  such  tract  of  land,  at  private  aale, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  eveiy  respect, 
as  have  heretofora  been  provided,  by  law,  for  the  tale 
of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale :  Provided,  That  no 
more  than  one  quarter  section  of  land  shall  be  sold  to 
any  one  individual  in  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  9gm9 
shall  be  bounded  by  the  sectional  and  divieionaJ  lines 
run,  or  to  be  run,  according  to  jaw :  Provided^  alto» 
That  no  lands  reserved  from  sale  by  former  acts,  or 
lands  which  have  been  directed  to  be  sold  in  town  lots, 
shall  be  sold  under  this  act. 

*<  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  peiaon  claim- 
ing a  preferance  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,  ahall  make  known  hit 
claim  by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the  land  maj 
lie,  wherein  he  shall  particularly  designate  the  quarter 
section  he  claims;  which  notice  the  register  »hall  file 
in  his  office,  on  receiving  twenty-five  cents  firom  the 
person  delivering  the  same.  And,  in  every  case  where 
it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  lend  office,  that  any 
person,  who  has  delivered  his  notice  of  claim,  is  enti- 
tled, accofding  to  the  proviaions  of  this  act,  to  a  prefer- 
ence in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  quarter  section  of 
land,  such  person  so  entitled  shall  have  a  right  to  en- 
ter the  said  quarter  section,  or  half  thereof,  with  the 
register  of  the  tand  office,  on  producing  his  receipt 
from  the  raceiver  of  public  moneys  for  at  least  one 
twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  moneys  as  in  case  of 
other  lands  sold  at  pnvate  sale :  Provided^  That  all 
lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act,  which  shall  not  have 
been  previously  exposed  to  public  sale,  shall  be  entered 
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with  the  rogitter  at  IwH  two  waeks  h«fbre  the  time 
which  may  be  appointed  for  the  eommenoemeDt  of  the 
poblic  nie  thereof.  And  every  penon,  having  a  right 
of  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of 
land,  wbc  Bhall  feil  eo  to  make  hie  entrj  with  the  re* 
gister  within  the  time  preecribed,  his  right  shall  be 
forletted,  and  (he  land,  by  him  claimed,  shell  be  offered 
at  public  sale  with  the  other  public  lands  In  the  dtin 
trict  to  which  it  belong^" 

Mr.  KtvQy  of  New  York,  oheenred  that,  if  the 
ebaage  of  system  were  favorable  to  speculators,  he 
should  be  found  in  the  neffative.  But,  so  far  from  this 
being  the  fact,  he  considered  the  chiange  aa  highly 
fitvorable  to  the  poor  man ;  and  he  argued  at  some 
length,  that  it  was  calculated  to  plant  in  the  new 
coQQtry  a  ponulation  of  independent,  unembar- 
rassed freeholders ;  that  by  otfering  the  lands  in 
eighty-acre  lots,  it  would  place  it  in  the  power  of 
almost  every  man  to  purchase  a  freehold,  the  price 
of  which  could  be  cleared  in  three  years;  that  it 
would  cut  up  speculation  and  monopoly ;  that  the 
money  paid  for  the  lands  would  be  carried  from 
the  State  or  country  from  which  the  purchaser 
should  remove ;  that  it  would  prevent  the  accumu- 
lation of  an  alarming  debt,  which  ezjMerience 
proved  nerer  would  and  never  could  be  jNud. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  because  he  bonceived  it  would  be 
uijurious  to  the  interests  of  Louisiana,  and  of  the 
nation  at  large.  He  argued  that  the  present  sys- 
tem had  been  in  existence  twenty  years ;  that  the 
people  were  satisfied  with  it;  that  tne  country  had 
thriven  and  prospered  under  it;  that  the  change 
would  operate  oppressively  on  a  large  class  of  ac- 
tual settlers  in  Louisiana  and  elsewhere,  who  ought 
to  be  secured  by  some  provisions,  dbc. 

Mr.  RuooLES  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment; but  he  spoke  to  show  that,  if  the  change 
took  place  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  total ;  that  he  shoiud 
oppoee  the  change  unless  the  price  was  reduced, 
and  the  land  o^ed  in  half  quarter  sections,  dbc. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  despaired  of  aefeat- 
ing  the  biU  here,  but  expressed  his  hopes  that  it 
would  meet  its  fate  in  the  other  House.  -  Mr.  J. 
supported'  the  amendment,  and  argued  at  some 
length  against  the  bill.  He  contended  that^  no  sys- 
tem which  the  Qovemment  had  ever  adoplted  liad 
been  productiye  of  so  much  bnefit  to  the  nation  as 
that  under  which  the  public  lands  had  heretofore 
been  disposed  of,  &c. 

Mr.  Trimble  re|^ed  to  certain  remarks  of  Mr. 
Edwards  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana^  in  refer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  the  land  system  in  Ohio, 
and  also  in  support  of  the  proposed  change. 

Mr.  Noble  next  rose,  and  entered  into  a  rery 
particular  examination  ot  the  system,  from  its  com- 
mencement, twenty-five  years  aeo,  up  to  the  present 
Ume,  to  show  the  impolicy  of  the  contemplated 
change,  and  the  propriety  of  the  amendment.  He 
replied  at  large  to  Mr.  ^ino  and  others,  to  show 
that  it  would  be  easy  for  speculators  and  monopo- 
lists to  combine  and  destroy  competition  at  the 
public  sale,' to  purchase  up  tne  best  lands,  and  af- 
terwards to  extort  from  the  poor  an  exorbitant 
price,  to  Iving  Uieir  purchases  into  competition 
with  the  Qovemment  mnds,  &c. 


Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied,  and  Mr.  Noblb 
rejoined;  after  which — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Edwards's 
amendment,  and  negatired  as  follows : 

TxAs — ^Messrs.  Brows,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Lonisisns,  Logan,  Noble,  Smithy 
tnd  Thomss — 8. 

Nats^Msssts.  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekerson,  Eatont 
Elliot,  Gsillsrd,  Hunter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanmsn,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Mncon,  Miller, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrot!,  Pleasants,  Rug* 
glee,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Trimble.  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Ten* 
nessee,  and  Wilson — 28. 

Mr.  Noble  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  that  part  thereof  which  proTidea 
that  the  sales  shall  be  made  for  cash ;  and  leaTing 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  directs  the  lands  to  be 
offered  for  sale  in  half  quarter  sections. 

This  motion  was  negatired,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
28  to  8,  the  members  present  voting  precisely  as  on 
the  preceding  question. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Loubiana,  offered  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause,  providing  substantially 
that  such  lands  as  should  not  bring  me  minimum 
price,  should,  after  remaining  unsora  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years,  be  offered  at  a  less  price,  and,  after 
the  lapse  of  further  time,  at  a  still  less  price,  dbc.; 
which  motipn  he  offered  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  in  Louisiana,  and  elsewhere,  a  great  deal  o£ 
land  which  would  never  bring  the  minimum  price, 
and  that  it  ought,  in  due  time,  to  be  offerad  at  such 
a  price  as  would  induce  its  purchase  and  settlement 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mellbn 
and  Lanman,  for  the  reason  chiefly  that  it  would 
be  premature  legislation ;  and  that,  even  if  the  pro- 
vision were  now  necessary,  it  would  be  better  to 
bring  it  forward  in  a  distinct  bill,  dbc.  Mr.  Lbakb 
concurred  in  the  expediency 'of  the  provision,  but 
not  connected  with  the  present  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  blanks. 
The  first  being  that  left  for  fixing  the  period  when 
the  new  system  shall  go  into  operation] — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  (chairman  of  the 
Land  Committee)  moved  to  hll  the  blank  with  the 
first  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  fill  it  with 
the  first  of  July,  1821.  This  motion  was  negatived ; 
and  the  blank  was  then  filled,  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  next  moved  to  fill  the  blank  left 
for  fixing  the  minimum  price  of  lands,  with  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents;  which 
sum  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  Land  Committer 
as,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  most  fair  and 
reasonable. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  of  Louisiana,  would  prefer  fixing 
the  price  att  one  dollar  only. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  91  50, 
and  in  faror  of  $1  25 ;  and,  after  some  remarks 
from  each  of  the  gentlemen  in  support  of  their  dif- 
ferent opinions— 
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The  blank  was  filled  with  one  dollar  mnd  twntff- 
Jive  cents^  hj  a  large  majoritv. 

The  bill  was  then  orderea  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill  further  suspending  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  non-payment,  was  also  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  week,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands. 

PROPERTY  LOST,  dec. 

The  bill  to  make  compensation  for  horses,  d^c, 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war,  was  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Flbabantb,  after  stating  that  there  had 
been  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  other 
House,  which  he  understood  would  throw  consid- 
erable light  on  the  events  out  of  which  this  bill 
flrew,  and  which  he  should '  be  glad  to  examine 
oefore  it  was  finally  acted  on,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

*liCr.  Eaton  opposed  the  motion,  as  the  only  fact 
disclosed  by  the  report  referred  to.  which  could 
aflfect  the  bill,  was  provided  for  by  tne  proviso  yes- 
terday added  to  the  bilL 

A  short  debate  followed  between  Mr.  Eaton 
and  Mr.  Fleasantb,  entering  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  bill ;  in  which  it  was  advocated  by 
the  former ;  and,  though  not  opposed  by  the  latter 
gentleman,  vet  he  offered  some  reasons  to  show 
why  it  would  be  better  and  cheaper  to  pay  the  full 
value  of  those  horses  in  the  first  instance,  and  sell 
them  when  the  service  was  performed,  than  to 
pay  forty  cents  a  day  for  their  use,  and  then  allow 
compensation  for  such  losses  as  were  provided  for 
by  this  bill. 

The  discussion  ended  in  a  variation  of  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  bill  to  Monday  next,  which 
was  agreed  to. 


THUR80AT,  March  9.   ^ 

The  pREsinsNT  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  entitled  '*An  act 
resnectin^  a  navigable  communication  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river ;"  and  the  act  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  PBXsinfiNTalso  communicated  a  resolution 
of  the  same  Legislature,  respecting  a  pre-emption 
of  twelve  sections  of  land,  tor  seats  of  justice  in 
new  counties;  and  the  resolution  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  following .  Message  was  received  frool  the 
PaESiDfiNT  OP  THE  Unxtsd  States  : 
To  the  Prendenipro  tempore  of  the  Senate,' 

I  transinit  to  the  Senate  copies  of  sundry  papers, 
having  relation  to  the  treaty  of  23d  February,  1819, 
between  the  United  8utee  and  Spain,  which  have  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  State,  and  have  not  be- 
fore been  communicated  to  the  Senate. 

JAMES  MQ^RO£. 

Uamcwl  8,  1830. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  aocompanying 


papers,  were  read,  and  one  thonsand  copies  tbereof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuooLEB.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  sumect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading^. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
remonstrating  against  any  change  in  the  revenue 
system  of  the  united  States;  uid  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coounittee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  RoBSRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  rmrred  the  petition  of  John  Delib- 
fieid,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res<^tioa, 
that  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  and  resohition  were  read. 

Mr.  Willi AMfi,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiain.  to  whom  the  sulnecl 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Swartwottt;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Diokbbbon,  from  the  Coumiittee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manu&ctures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  relief  for  side 
and  disabled  seamen;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bilL  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  of  Greorgia,  passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
December,  1818 ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKEBBON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Diokbbbon,  from  the  same  committee^  lo 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  biU,  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
VBL  domestic  manuiactures ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Robbrtb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others^  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  reli^  of  Tho- 
mas L.  Osden,  and  others.  The  report  and  bill 
were  reao^  and  passed  to  the  second  readiiig. 

Mr.  R0BBBT8,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ephiaim  Hart, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  arc»olotioB  that 
theprayer  of  tne  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  mnted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  or  the  r^ 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  William  C.  Kausler;  and  the  further  ooa- 
sideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday 
next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fiie 
at  Savannah^  in  Georgia,  were  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appiopria- 
tions  for  tne  support  of  the  Navy^  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820^*'  was  read  the  second 
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time^  and  referred  to  the  Cominittee  on  Navml 
Af&ms, 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
imifonn  sfstem  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Vincent  Qrant;  and  the  further  considemtioii 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  pRxsiOENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury^  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  or  the  1st  inslant,  contain- 
ing a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent, 
fond,  arisinff  from  the  sales  of  nnblic  lan<»  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illmois,  to  the  90th 
of  September,  1819;  and  the  report  was  read. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  making  further  prorision  for  the  sale  of 
pablic  lands  was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass?"  it  was  determined 
in  the  amrmatire — ^yeas  31,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

YxAt — Mean.  BurriU,  Dana,  Dickenon,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Honter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Hacon,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Bog- 
gles, Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Drke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  MiasiMippi, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
ixakj,  Johnson  of  Lonisiana,  Logan,  Noble,  and 
Smith. 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
tlie  title  hereof  be,  '^An  act  making  rarther  pro- 
rision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands." 

The  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands,  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passeid. 

The  S^ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bOl  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Hardincr,  John  Shute,  and 
John  NichollSj  and  the  blank  haTinff  been  filled 
with  *'900,"  It  was  reported  to  the  House;  and, 
being  concurred  in,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Frioat,  March  10. 

Mr.  SANroan,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Wdls,  reported  a  bill,  sup^mentaij  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^' An  act  for  die  reudT  of  B«mamin  Wdls, 
and  others ;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wii'LiAMs,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  siqiplement- 
ary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri 
Territory,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendmetit ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sai iTB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  more  effectu- 
ally to  provide  for  the  puniahment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes ; 


and,  also,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
respectively,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  heretofore 
made  upon  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker, 
made  a  further  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  pniyef  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Mellen  gave  notice,  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  appor- 
tioning the  Representatives  in  the  Seventeenth 
Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  State  of  Maine 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
roerred  the  petition  of  Ej^aim  Hart ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Offden  and 
others ;  the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manufec|uies; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth, 
in  New  Hampshire;  the  bill  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Couffress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
fio,  jpa^sed  the  19th  day  of  December,  1818 ;  the 
ill  tor  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and,  also, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ;  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Pot- 
ter, made  a  report,  accomjMmied  by  a-  resolution 
that  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  rdief  of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  NichoUs;  and  it  was  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Vincent  Qrant,  authorizing  compensation  for  a 
house,  &c.,  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  Bufialo,  in 
the  late  war. 

The  Senate  occupied  some  time  in  evamining 
the  merits  of  this  case,  to  ascertain  if  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  property  by  the  American  tro<m  was 
such  a  one  as  nad  been  recognised  by  the  Senate 
as  entitling  the  case  to  rdief.  The  discussion  was 
entered  into  by  Blessrs.  Wilson,  Burbill,  Surra, 
Otis,  Lanman ,  Van  Dtke,  Roberts.  Mid  Lo- 
gan. The  biU  was  ultimatdy  postponed  to  Wed- 
nesday, for  further  evidence  of  the  facts. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of 
the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  in  which  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  pased  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CcMnmittee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  John  H.  Piatt,  together  with  the  amendment 
proposed  thereto;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 
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Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legialature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
boimdary  iincL  renorted  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  tne  United  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certaiii  boundaries ;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  proriding  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment; and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  and  register 
of  tne  land  office  for  the  district  of  Lawrence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  the  thvd  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBEaiUENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .•    . 

I  trftnsmit  to  Congre'sa  a  Teport  from  ibe  Director  of 
the  Bf  int,  of  the  operations  of  that  institution  during 
the  laM  year. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabcb  10,  18S0. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report,  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Pat- 
rick Cassin.  deceased ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  lor  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  fire,  at 
Savannah, in  Georgia;  and  the  further considerar 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  KiNGj  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Reeolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  -^-,  the  regu- 
lations and  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act 
concerning  navigation/'  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1618,  be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  and  made 
applicable  to  the  colony  or  island  of  Bermuda,  to  the 
Providence  or  Bahama  islands,  and  to  all  other  eolo- 
nies,  islands,  and  places  under  the  dominion  of  Oreat 
Britain,  in  the  >Vest  Indies,  which  are  not  now  in* 
eluded  within  the  regulations  and  ^roviiions  of  the  act 
aforesaid. 

Reaohedy  That,  from  and  after  the  *— ^,  ntf  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land, or  its  dependencies,  the  colony  or  island  of  Ber- , 
miida,  the  Providence  or  Bahama  islands,  or  any 
of  them  ;  or  from  any  other  province,  colony,  island, 
or  place,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  West  Indies,  except  such  g^oods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, only,  as  are  truly  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  or  place  from 
which  the  same  shall  be  directly  imported  into  the 
United  States ;  and  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the  United 
States  as  aforesaid,  which,*  after  the  said  — ,  shall  be 
imported  or  attempted  to  be  imported  into  the  United! 


States,  contrary  to  the  provbions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
liable  to  seimre  and  forfeiture  to  the  United  States. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  6tc. 


The  Senate  took  up  the  lull  for  the  relief  of 
Gabriel  Godfroy,  [makina  him  compensation  for 
a  bum  destroy^  by  the  United  States  troops,  in 
the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin.] 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion, 
chiefly  on  the  propriety  of  allowing  compensation 
for  damage  done  ny  a  soldier,  when  it  was  not  in 
evideiK^e  that  he  acted  by  the  command  of  an 
officer.  But  this  case  derived  no  little  interest 
from  the  great  gallantry  of  the  act  which  gave  rise 
to  this  claim. 

The  anecdote  as  related  by  Mr.  Trihblb,  and 
confirmed  by  otner  gentlemen  from  the  Westjwas 
briefly  this :  In  the  combmed  attack  by  the  Brit- 
ish and  Indians  on  General  Winchester's  army  at 
the  river  Raisin^  the  enemy  derived  great  advan- 
tage from  a  bam  within  short  rifle  shot  of  the 
picketing  of  the  American  camp,  bv  means  of 
which  they  were  not  only  sheltmd,  out  enabled 
to  fire  into  the  pickets.  It  was  all-important  that 
the  bam  dhould  be  destroyed,  and  the  enemr  dis- 
lodged. The  soldier  in  question,  at  the  almost 
certain  sacrifice  of  his  life,  rushed  from  the  pick- 
ets to  the  bam  with  a  torch  and  set  it  on  fire,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  the  bullets  that 
were  showered  at  him.  It  was  this  bam,  which 
the  soldier's  torch  destroyed,  that  compensation 
was  prayed  for. 

Messrs.  Ruogles,  Tbim bl£,  Jobbson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Smith,  Logan,  Williams,  and  Mobbil, 
took  part  in  the  discussion,  which  ended  (after  the 
failure  of  a  motion  to  pos^ne  the  bill)  m  order- 
ing it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvre  was 
next  taken  up,  [to  make  payment  for  property 
destroyed  in  the  late  war  at  New  Orleans ;]  and 
afW  Deing  earnestly  contested  between  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana  and  Bbown  for  the  bfll, 
and  Mr.  RoBEBts  against  it,  it  was  also  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy; 
and  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  second  section 
thereof,  which  provides  for  the  appointment,  by  the 
districtjudges,  of  commissioners  of  bankrapCcy — 

Mr.  BuBBiLL  observed  that  he  had  an  obiectioB 
to  the  provisions  of  this  section.  He  would  prefer 
that  these  coomiissioners  should  be  appointed  in 
such  numbers  as  might  from  time  to  time  be 
deemed  necessary,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  B;  moved  so  to  amend  the  section 
as  to  make  it  conform  to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  Otis  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Un- 
der the  former  system  the  commissioners  were 
originally  appointed  by  the  judges ;  but  it  was  after- 
wards found  proper  to  transfer  their  appointment 
to  the  Execuuve,  and  the  mode  was  accordingly 
altered.  Mr.  O.  observed,  however,  that  instead 
of  bestowing  the  time  and  labor  of  tne  Senate  on 
the  consideration  of  amendments  which  afto*  all 
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might  be  thrown  away,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  for  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  in  princi- 
ple to  a  bankrupt  system  to  state  their  objections 
Wore  the  details  or  the  bill  were  considered,  that 
it  might  be  seen  what  prospect  there  was  ot  any 
system  at  all  prevailing. 

Mr.  Macon  was  adverse  to  the  amendment. 
He  considered  it  more  proper  for  the  court  to  ap- 
point these  commissioners  than  for  the  Executive. 
The  system  oug^t  to  be  altogether  judicial.  The 
courts  appointed  their  clerks,  ^.,  and  they  would 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  and 
fitness  of  individuals  to  be  selected  for  commis- 
sioners, in  the  different  States,  than  the  President 
could  be.  He  had  always  thought  it  would  have 
been  better,  under  the  old  system,  for  the  courts  to 
have  continued  to  make  the  appointments.  The 
change  had  taken  place  early  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration,  when  feelings  were  very  warm,  and 
mieht  have  been  in  some  degree  the  result  of  polit- 
ical feeling. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  had  witnessed  the  operation  of  the 
latter  mode  in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  "had 
considered  it  the  most  proper,  and  it  nad  given 
most  satisfaction .  He  thought  the  appointment  by 
the  Executive  would  be  the^most  fiKely  mode  to 
prevent  partiality  or  favoritism.  The  judse  might 
select  three  commissioners  out  of  the  whole  num- 
ber appointed  by  the  President :  and  Mr.  B.  would 
be  in  tavor  of  a  lar^e  number  being  appointed  by 
the  President  with  tnat  view. 

Mr.  Macon  referred  to  instances  to  show  that 
to  give  appointments  to  the  President  and  Senate 
did  not  always  insure  honest  officers;  and  was 
still  of  opinion  that  the  judges  would  be  better  able 
to  appoint  proper  persons  in  their  own  districts. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  in  substance,  that  the  office 
of  commissioner  was  itself  a  judicial  office,  and 
one  of  great  power  and  responsibility,  and  involved 
the  exercise  of  duties  in  some  respects  equal  to 
those  of  the  judge  himself.  Mr.  O.  had  considered 
the  change  made  in  the  old  system  as  beneficial, 
and  was  of  opinion  that,  to  commit  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  to  whom  wer^  confided  duties  so  im- 
portant and  of  so  high  a  character  to  the  district 
judges^ould  be  inexpedient. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  was  also  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. There  were  cases  in  which  appeal  would 
be  had  from  the  commissioners  to  the  very  judge 
who  would  appoint  them,  unless  the  amendment 
prevailed.  This,  he  thought,  would  be  improp^, 
and  of  itself  showed  the  expediency  of  vestmg  the 
appointment  in  the  President,  ft  would  prevent 
the  appointment  of  prejudiced  or  partial  persons, 
and  be  more  likely  to  produce  equity  and  fairness 
in  all  cases,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  when 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Aliihama,  presuming  there  would 
be  many  other  amendments  offered  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  ^ving  time 
for  their  preparation,  and  also  for  considering  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  now  fuUy  under 
consideration,  to  postpone  it  to  Monday;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


MoNOAT,  March  13. 

The  Presiubnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  William  March ;  and  the  report  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A^irs. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
John  F.  Ross  and  others,  in  behalf  of  William 
Conner,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
gpinting  to  William  Conner  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land ;  and 
the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mbllen  asked  a&d  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in 
the  Seventeenth  Congress  to  be  elect<Mi  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  district 
of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  paraed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration,  as  an  additional  rule : 

No  person  except  members  of  the  Houee  of  Repre- 
sentatives, their  Clerk,  Uemds  of  the  JBxecuUve  Deptrt- 
mentfl,  Chapltins  of  Congrees,  Jadgesof  the  Supreme 
Court,  end  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Btetes, 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  PoetmasteE  Gen- 
eral, persone  who  have  been  memben  of  the  SenatOj 
House  of  Representatives,  or  heads  of  the  Ezeeutive 
Departments,  persons  who  by  name  have  received  the 
thanks  of  Congress  for  theur  good  conduct  in  the  land 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  Governors  of  any 
of  the  States  and  foreign  Ministers  r^ident  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble, 

Resolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  land  which  has  been  sold, 
the  quantity  which  remains  unsold,  and  the  amount 
of  sales  in  each  land  district  ij^  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  report  heretofore  made  upon  the 
petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Potter ;  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries ;  and,  also,  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells 
and  others;"  were  severalljr  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  publication  of 
part  of  the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  read  the  second 
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time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding^  John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholls,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Gk^dfroy  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebyre  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of 
public  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for 
4he  dbtrict  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the 
lelief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Pat- 
rick Cassin,  deceased ;  and  no  amendment  haying 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  ot  land  claims 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Territory, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
VIThole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  t^e  United  States  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to 
amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  the  further 
consideration  thereqi  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domes- 
tic manufactures;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals  near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
(Georgia,  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  December, 
1818 ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mur.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  save  notice  that,  on 
Wednesday  next,  he  should  ask  leave  to  brins  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  land. 

l*he  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a^.  third  time. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde;  and  no  ameadment  having 
been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

BAI9KRUPT  BILL. 

The  bankrupt  bill  having,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  been  taken  up — 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  tnough  he,  and  he  pre- 
sumed other  gentlemen,  held  themselyes  in  readi- 
ness to  examine  and  reply  to  the  common  objec- 
tions made  to  this  act,  yet  he  felt  unwilling  to 
occupy  time  by  an  eulogium  upon  a  system,  or 
arguments  in  its  favor,  which  were  probably  ia- 
muiar  to  all.  It  was  an  act  of  inunense  import- 
ance, to  which  the  public  looked  with  anxious  ex- 
pectation, and,  unless  he  was  oititled  to  augur 
uom  Fentlemen  an  universal  disposition  in  its 
favor,  ne  wished  some  of  them  would  favor  the 
Senate  with  their  objections. 

Mr.  Eaton  said  he  wished  for  a  discussion  upon 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  moved  to  postpone  it  to 
Thursday,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day ;  which, 
after  notice  of  an  amendment  which  Mr.  Dickbr- 
80N  said  he  should  move  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
excepted  classes,  was  agreed  to. 


TuEsnAY,  March  14. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  ji  law  may  be  passed  aulhorizing 
the  issuing  oi  registers  for  their  steam  vesseb  to 
the  memorialists,  in  their  corporate  name,  and  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  tne  United  states  to 
issae  commissions  to  the  persons  commanding  the 
saoxe, .  or  in  any  other  mode  to  invest  them  with 
the  character  oi  public  vessels ;  and  also  allowing 
the  usual  drawback  on  all  foreign  coals  and  sea 
stores  actually  consumed  and  to  be  consumed  on 
board  the  said  steam  packets,  under  certain  re- 
strictions and  regulations ;  and  also  directing  the 
PosUnaster  Genml  to  contract  with  them  for  the 
transportation  of  the  public  foreign  mails ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  o( 


the  Nayy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1S20,'* 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Denis  de  la  Ronde;  andthe 
bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from*the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Qa- 
briel  Winter,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha 
Winter  and  William  Winter  to  institute  a  bill  in 
equity  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right  against 
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the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subjects  were  respectirely  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez ;  a 
ittll  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost ;  and  also  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne ;  and  the  bills 
were  seyerally  twice  read  by  mianimous  consent. 
Mr.  LooAN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Dobson  and  others,  of  Missouri,  praying  certain 
privileges  in  consideration  of  their  services  in  de- 
fending the  frontier  of  that  Territory  against  the 
aggressions  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reoort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  oth- 
ers J  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Sanforu,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rcDort  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was 
raerred  the  petition  of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
ODtil  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  on  the  10th 
instant^onceming  navigation. 

Mr.  Kino  explained  pretty  much  at  large  his 
views  in^  ofiering[  the  resolutions,  and  the  reasons 
which  he  conceived  should  induce  this  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  the  policy  which  they  suggested ; 
after  which  the  resolutions  were,  on  his  motion, 
referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the  pa- 

Sirs  and  documents  in  support  of  the  claim  of 
eorge  Waters  to  a  pension  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DicKEBfiiON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  r^orted  a  bill  to  establish  the  district'  of 
Blakeley ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  D.  also  gave  notice,  that^  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
thepunishment  of  piracy  and  other  crimes. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  rule  submitted  yester- 
day by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  to  prescribe  what 
persons  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  which,  having  been  amended,  and  after  un- 
dergjoing  some  discussion,  was  postponed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  to  Monday 
next 

Mr.  JoBNSON.  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow,  he  snould  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  Te- 
che.  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  bill  apnortioning  the  Representatives  in  the  < 
Seventeenth  Congress,  to  be  elected  in  the  Com- 1 


monwealth  of  Massachuselts  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  bill  panting  to  William  Conner  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
land,  and  also  the  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  river,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CdmiQittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  j^viding  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  further  considerfltion  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwoutwas 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  jjetition  of  Susan 
Berzat,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  fegal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Berzat,  deceased^  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Dealonde 
was  read  a  third  tim^  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Mary  Cassin,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  uassin,  deceased, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Friday  next. 

The-  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the, bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  L.  O^doi  and  others ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  me  year 
1820,  havinff  been  reported  from  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, by  Mr.  Pleasants,  without  amendment — 

The  Senate  took  up  the  said  bill  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pleasants  took  a  brief  view  of  the  details 
of  the  bill,  explaimnff  the  reasons  for  diflOsrent  itemif 
of  appropriation  i  tne  amount  of  naval  force  in- 
tendea  to  be  employed  in  the  present  year ;  where 
and  how  to  be  employed ;  the  necessity  therefor, 
dbc.;  after  which,  no  amendment  being[  offered,  the 
bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  by  general  consent, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

NEW  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  beiiu^  the  bill 
to  form  a  new  judicial  circuit  of  the  States  of 
Tennessee  and  Alabama,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  a  circuit  judge  therefor. 

On  this  bill  a  debate  of  considerable  length  took 
^ace-— not  from  ftny  diversity  of  opinion  on  the 
propriety  of  affording  some  judicial  assistance  in 
relieving  the  dockets  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
particularly  the  latter,  from  the  vast  accumulation 
of  business  in  their  courts,  and  of  extending  some 
relief  to  the  judge  of  the  eighth  circut,  but  on  the 
mode  of  doing  it;  whether  by  creating  a  new 
circuit,  with  a  circuit  judge,  or  by  extending  circuit 
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powers  to  district  judges,  dbc..  and  generally  on 
the  organization  of  the  lederal  judiciary  in  the 
Western  and  Southwestern  States,  &c.  Messrs. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee^  Ruqgles,  Bdrrill, 
Lanman,  Brown,  King,  of  Alabama,  Smith, 
Eaton,  Logan,  Leake,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
and  Walker,  of  Alabama,  took  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  Mr.  Brown  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  modifications 
which  hM  been  suggested  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion ;  but,ja  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Wiluams, 
of  Tennessee,  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Thunday 
next ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Mark 
Bamett  and  William  Perry,  heirs  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Perry;  deceased,  praying  tlTe  privilege  of  lo- 
cating a  certain  tract  of  land  belonging  to  their 
ancestor ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Buohedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judieiary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  of  holding  the  diitrict  court  within  the  State 
of  Missisnppi. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committ^on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  apportioning  the 
representatives  in  the  Seventeenth  Congress  to  be 
elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
and  the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  same  inthout  amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  respecting  piracy,  and  other  crimes ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  District  of  Blakeley  5 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
Elisha  Winter  and  William  Winter  to  institute  a 
bill  in  equity  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right, 
against  the  United  States ;  and,  also,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Berzat,  deceased ;  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making 
^propriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  posteoned  until  Monday  next. 

The  bul  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant,  (to  in- 
demnify him  for  the  loss  of  a  house  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war, 
on  account,  as  he  alleged,  of  its  occupation  41s  a 
depot  of  Naval  stores,  dbc.,  for  the  Umted  States' 
service)  was  taken  up. 

Some  time  was  spent  on  this  bill,  in  which  Mr. 
Wilson  stated  the  grounds  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  made  up  their  report ;  and  in  the 
investigation  of  the  facts  set  forth,  Mr.  Burrill 
and  Mr.  Smith  entered;  the  latter  gentleman 
particularly  spoke  at  some  length  in  examining 
this  case,  to  show  that  the  evitfonce  of  the  facts 
stated  was  unsatisfactory ;  and  adverted  to  several 
cases  of  imposition  on  the  Government,  to  show 
the  necessity  of  great  caution  in  deciding  favorably 
on  such  claims. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in  thene^tive, 
without  a  division,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

LOUISIANA  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
(under  French  and  Spanish  grants)  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Territories  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

A  substitute,  heretofore  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  the.bill  originally  introduced 
by  Mr.  Jqhnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  the  matter  first 
under  consideration. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Smith,  Brown,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  and 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  a  wish  ex^re^ed  by 
the  first  named  gentleman  to  postpone  the  bill  for 
a  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  time  to  act 
on  a  memorial  from  certain  persons  claiming  land 
in  West  Florida  under  Bntish  grants,  to  adjust 
which  it  might  be  proper  to  incoroorate  provisions 
in  the  present  bill.  Being  satisfied,  however,  by 
the  explanations  of  the  fnends  of  the  bill,  that  there 
vvas  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  present 
bill  and  the  claims  referred  to  by  Mr.  S.  he  waived 
his  motion  to  postpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  motion  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  He  wished  a 
day  oi'  two  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
which  were  numerous,  and  which  propo^  to 
adjust  claims  of  inunense  magnitude :  be  adverted 
briefly  to  the  nature  of  these  claims,  to  show  that 
it  might  appear,  on  investigation,  to  be  expedient 
to  devise  some  difierent  mode  of  obtaining  and 
authenticatilig  evidence  in  the  cases,  and  01  pro- 
viding some  tribunal  for  the  final  settlement  of  the 
claims,  difierent  from  Congress^  which  he  con- 
ceived not  the  best  constituted  tribunal  for  the  ad- 
judication of  questions  such  as  those  involved  in 
the  definitive  settlement  of  these  land  titles. 

Mr.  Brown  reptlied,  and  went  somewhat  into 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  the  nature  of  the  claims 
to  be  adjusted,  to  obviate  the  objections  of  Mr.  E. 
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He  did  not,  however,  obiect  to  a  short  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill,  if  desired  for  further  examination ; 
and  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Friday. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  John  H.  Piatt^  (providing 
for  the  equitable  adjustment  of  his  claims  against 
the  Government  for  supplying  the  Northwestern 
armvin  thelalewar.) 

Toe  amount  which  the  bill  would  admit  to  the 
credit  of  die  petitioner  is  very  considerable,  and 
the  Senate  were  occupied  until  after  4  o'clock  in 
a  very  close  and  laborious  investigation  of  the  &cts 
of  the  case,  and  the  multifarious  circumstances 
and  voluminous  documents  connected  with  it. 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Jobmson,  of  Kentucky,  Lowrie, 
LooAN,  RuGOLEB,  Trimble,  Lanman,  Lloyd. 
Otis.  Bdrrill,  Van  Dyke,  and  Morril,  entered 
laigely  into  the  examination  of  the  subject,  but  the 
Senate  had  not  decided  on  it  when  (a  motion^  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  for  a  report  on  the  case  in  detail 
being  under  consideratiop)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Oommittee  on  Commerce  and 
Mtnnfactarw  be  inatraeted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  having  booya  placed  at  the  several  inlets, 
and  on  aone  of  the  ahottli,  on  the  coa«t  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  tne  heirs  of  Edward  McCarthy, 
and  thesamewas  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district  of  Teche,  in  the  State  of  Louisiantu 
and  the  same  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Henrv  G. 
Rice,  of  Boston,  praying  the  benefit  of  drawback 
on  nine  bales  of  color^  cottons,  imported  from 
Calcutta  and  exported  to  Leghorn ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,- to  whom  was 
referred  the  netition  of  John  Delafield ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs  gave  notice  tnat,  to-morrow,^  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
sections  of  land. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  induire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  within  tl^  State  of  Mississippi ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 


year  1820,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  respecting  piracy  and  other  crimes  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt — the  motion  to 
recommit  the  case  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
for  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts,  offered  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Lowrie,  being  stlU  under  consideration ; 
which  motion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  do  modified  as  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  on  the  motion 
for  reference,  and,  incidentally,  on  the  merits  of 
the  case,  between  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
Bdrrill,  Trimble,  Leake,  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
Wilson,  Ruqgles,  Macon.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Van  Dtke,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
dav,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  estab- 
lisn  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, which  prepared  the  biU,  explained  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  committee  to  report  the 
bill :  not  that  the  proposition  to  enact  sucn  a  law 
had  received  the  deciaed  approbation  of  the  whole 
committee,  or  of  himself  in  particular,  but  because 
it  was  a  subject  of  great  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance to  society,  on  the  policy  of  which  it  was 
pr(mer  for  the  senate  to  nave  the  opportunity  of 
deliDOTating  in  a  systematic  and  matured  shape. 
Mr.  S.  offered  a  few  reasons  which  inclined  him 
at  present  to  vote  against  the  bill;  though  he 
would  not  say  that  it  might  not  receive  such  a 
form — he  should  himself  assist  in  giving  it  such 
a  one— as  to  obtain  his  support  However,  he 
Uiought  it  incumbent  ofi  the  friends  of  the  sjptem 
to  come  forward  and  establish  the  necessity  and 
sustain  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  &c. 

Mr.  DicKBRsoN  made  the  motion  which  he  had 
intimated  on  Monday,  to  strike  out  one  or  two  of 
the  excepted  classes  ^  but  subsequently  waived  his 
motion  to  give  place  to  die  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Eaton. 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that  he 
fi^lt  no  other  objection  to  state  the  general  princi- 
ples that  would  govern  him  in  voting  for  a  bank- 
rupt act,  but  what  arose  from  a  reluctance  to  appear 
to  be  offering  explanations  of  a  system  to  tnose 
whose  information  upon  most  subjects  was  more 
ample,  and  upon  this  not  less  so  than  his  own.  It 
was  a- subject  familiar  to  many,  and,  as  he  had 
thought,  not  entirely  novel  in  the  researches  of  any 
honorable  member ;  but  as  it  seemed  to  be  wished 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  should  advance  in  its 
support,  he  would  make  a  few  general  and  desul- 
tory remarks,  rather  by  way  of  invitation  to  debate;, 
than  as  a  professed  examination  of  the  subject  at 
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large,  or  an  anticipation  of  objections.  By  a  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  he  meant  a  legal  proyision, 
whereby  the  creditors  of  a  man,  whose  occupation 
was  bu^rin^  and  selling,  mi^ht,  in  certain  events, 
arrest  him  in  his  career  to  nun,  take  his  effects  from 
his  hands,  diyide  them  among  themselyes,  punish 
the  fraudulent,  restore  a  pittance  to  the  honest,  and 
the  honest  himself  to  the  society  to  which  he  was 
lost  There  was  not^  he  said,  either  of  the  nartic- 
idars  in  this  definition,  that  any  man  could  say 
was  unworthy  of  legislatiye  care,  and  they  were 
all  of  a  nature  to  merit  the  attention  and  efforts  of 
the  Senate  to  embrace  them  in  a  system,  such  as 
had  been  adopted  in  other  commercial  nations. 
The  proposition  was  one  in  re^d  to  which,  gen- 
erally, no  Constitutional  question  could  be  raised. 
The  power  of  making  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
bankniptcy  was  distinctly  enumerated ;  and  it  was 
the  onljr  express  power  given  by  the  Constitution, 
(excepting  that  of  fixing  the  standard  of  weights 
and  measures,)  the  execution  of  which  was  not 
provided  for  by  permanent  laws.  This  was  a  cu- 
rious fact,  for  the  existence  of  which  it  would,  he 
thought,  oe  difllcult  to  afibrd  a  reasonable  and  sat- 
isfactory explanation.  His  own  opinion  was,  that 
Congress  were  in  duty  bound  to  ave  effect  to  the 
power.  The  powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
Constitution  were  of  two  kinds :  the  mt  consisted 
of  those  which  had  reference  to  the  pennanent 
condition  and  ordinary  wants  of  society,  such,  for 
example,  as  the  authority  to  \vf  taxes,  regulate 
commerce,  estaUidi  courts  of  justice,  and  a  variety 
of  other  cases;  the  other  kind  was  intended  to 
meet  the  occasional  and  varying  exiraicies  of  the 
country^,  such  as  raising  armies,  buuding  navies, 
borrowing  moneV}  and  other  provisiims,  which  are 
readily  discerned  upon  a  perusal  of  the  specified 
powers.  Who  then  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  Constitution  always  intended,  that  the  laws 
made  under  it  should  m  accommodated  to  the  dis- 
tinct wants  of  the  great  community,  and  that  laws 
for  the  prevention  and  redress  of  mischief,  spring- 
ing perpetually  from  the  common  intercourse  of 
society,  should  be  always  in  force ;  while  those  only 
shoula  be  temporary  which  were  adapted  to  the 
great  mutations  of  naUonal  a£Qurs. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to  ap- 
ply effectual  remedies  to  the  real  defects  of  the  old 
Confederation,  and  not  speculate  upon  imaginary 
possibilities.  Each  enumerated  power  is  no  other 
than  a  description  of  such  a  remedy  for  a  correla- 
tive imperfection,  and  was  never  meant  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  dead  letter.  It  follows,  from  these 
principles^  that  the  clause  vesting  in  Congress  the 
faculty  of  making  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy, has  respect  to  a  condition  in  society  exist- 
ing at  the  time-— to  an  evil  ingrafted  upon  the 
slock  of  society  itself,  and  forever  shooting  forth 
in  exuberance.  The  misfortunes  of  trade  are  of 
all  times  and  all  places.  The  poor  ye  have  always 
with  you;  and  the  misfortunes  and  the  frauds 

Sow  up  toflether.  Con^press  is  then  a  trustee  for 
e  nation,  Tor  the  execution  of  a  power  that  should 
never  be  dormant,  because  the  oDJects  of  the  trust 
have  never  ceased  to  prefer  their  claims  to  its  ben- 
fits^  and  are  always  in  need  of  Uiem.    The  States 


have  divested  themselves  of  the  memns  of  doing 
justice  between  creditors  and  debtors,  in  the  most 
effectual  manner,  under  a  special  confidence  that 
Congress  would  act  for  them  in  this  behalf.  There 
is  then,  he  said,  no  discretion  left  to  Congress,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  mode  and  the  time.  They  cannot 
consistently  with  justice  refrain,  in  this  almost  sol- 
itary instance,  from  giving  eSect  to  one  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  die  Constitution  was  framed,  imiess 
It  can  be  made  to  appear  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived,  or  is  unfavorable.  In  respect,  then,  to  the 
time,  all  the  inducements  which  existed  at  the  epoch 
of  the  Constitution  for  |[iving  the  power  to  Con- 
gress, had  now  acquired  incalculable  force  in  urg- 
ing on  its  exercise.  Since  the  expiration  of  the 
last  act  of  bankruptcy,  the  nation  has  passed  thiongk 
vicissitudes  of  commerce,  for  which  no  parallel  can 
be  found  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  tr 
class  has  not  only  increased,  but  has  been  e 


to  all  manner  of  temptations,  and  to  dtsasten 
ing  out  of  the  tempestuous  state,  not  merdy  of  an 
oceaa^  but  a  world.  The  allurements  to  tnd&c 
were  irresistible,  nor  ought  the  nation  to  complain 
of  the  enterprise  of  its  citizens.  Three  hundred 
and  fifty  mim(His  of  revenue  collected  frx>m  impost 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  attest 
the  usefulness  of  those  embarked  in  die  pur^ts  of 
commerce,  and  their  claims  upon  your  justice  and 
attention  to  their  interest  It  has  been  computed, 
that  the  number  of  insolvent  persons  in  this  Union 
is  not  less  than  seventy  thoMsand.  But.  suppose 
them  to  be  only  forty  thousand,  and  of  that  num- 
ber three-fourths  to  be  heads  of  families,  consisting 
of  five  persons  j  this  will  give  you  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  persons  direcdy  in- 
volved in  distress  and  wretdiedness,  to  which 
Congress  alone  can  afford  relief.  Sujqiose  each 
of  these  debtors  to  have  only  six  creditors,  and  vou 
axe  presented  with  a  view  (m  at  least  four  hundred 
thousand  persons  interested  in,  and  generally  soli- 
citous for,  the  passing  of  this  act. 

Here  then  is  a  class  of  citizens  con^srehending 
creditor  and  debtor,  which,  after  every  allowance 
for  erroneous  estimates,  is  numerous  and  respecta- 
ble, and  eminendy  entided  to  attention,  by  the 
unavoidable  embarrassments  to  which  their  call- 
ing is  eamosed,  entreating  at  your  hands  rights 
recognised  in  the  Consutudon,  to  which  they  were 
parties,  and  the  concession  of  which,  were  it  pos- 
sible to  presume  them  to  be  ignorant  of  their  own 
circumstances,  could  affect  injuriously  none  but 
themsdves.  Why  should-  they  not  be  gratified  1 
Why  should  they  alone,  composing  a  pcqinlation 
equal  in  number  to  that  of  several  States,  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  pale  of  the  Consdtudon?  The 
merchants  who  are  creditors  request  from  yoa  this 
law,  to  facilitate  the  recovery  of  a  portion  of  their 
just  debts.  The  debtors  implore  you  to  release 
them  from  a  thraldom  which  dooms  them  to  mis* 
ery  and  inacdon,  and  makes  them  a  burden  to 
themselves  and  to  society.  These  two  interests 
being  thus  immediately  united  in  the  enactment  of 
laws  for  these  ends,  what  interest  is  opposed  to 
them  ?  Scruples  were  said  to  prevail  among  the 
planters  and  mrmers  concerning  the  openUion  of 
these  laws  upon  the  agricultural  interest.    But  the 
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sjrstem  would  be  fovnd^  upon  examination,  to  be 
luffhly  favorable  to  this  description  of  citizens. 
Tbey  were  interested  in  it  onljr  m  the  capacity  of 
creditors ;  for,  as  debtors,  they  were  not  to  be 
included  within  the  purview.  Now,  it  was  noto- 
rious to  all  who  were  conversant  with  the  proceed- 
ing and  results  in  cases  of  insolvency,  in  com- 
mercial towns,  that  the  country  creditor,  who  was 
^eneialljr  absent  at  the  moment  of  the  explosion, 
m  most  mstances  lost  his  whole  debt.  Those  who 
were  upon  the  spot,  when  all  the  bankrupt's  prop- 
ertf  was  not  auorbed  by  undue  preferences  and 
fraudulent  arrangements,  stood  some  little  chance 
of  rescuing  something  from  detached  parts  of  the 
wreck :  but,  when  tli^  planter  or  farmer  came  to 
town,  he  found  nothing  left.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  guardian  care  of  the  bankrupt  law  extended  to 
the  concerns  of  the  absent,  equally  as  of  those  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  debtor.  They  had  thus  the 
advantages  of  all  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  those 
whose  opportunities  for  observation  and  means  of 
information  pointed  out  the  moment  for  stopping 
the  failing  trader  in  his  course,  and  who  coula  take 
00  measure  that  would  not  redound  to  the  com- 
mon advantage  of  all  parties  concerned.  Mr.  O. 
then  adverted  to  the  usa^  of  the  principal  com- 
mercial nations,  and  insisted  that  in  all  of  ^em 
was  a  bankrupt  system  regarded  as  an  indiraensa- 
Ue  appendage  to  the  great  interests  of  tmae  and 
commerce.  But  in  none  of  them  was  the  call  for 
it  so  imperative  and  indispensable  as  in  this  coun- 
try. In  most  nations  one  uniform  code  of  laws, 
proceeding  from  one  sovereignty,  pervades  the 
whole  domain,  and  insolvent  persons  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  same  penalties,  and  entiUed  to  the 
same  advantages,  whatever  might  be  their  nature, 
even  if  the  statutes  of  bankruptcy  were  abrogated. 
In  the  United  States,  however,  the  merchants  and 
traders — the  classes  who  live  oy  buying  and  sell- 
ing, though  fonning  one  great  interest,  and  con- 
nected together  in  every  direction — are  harassed 
and  perplexed  by  twenty  different  systems  of  mu- 
nicipal laws,  often  repugnant  to  each  other  and 
themselves;  always  defective ;  seldom  executed  in 
good  faith;  prolific  in  endless  frauds^  perjuries, 
and  evasions ;  and  never  productive  or  equal  jus- 
tice^ or  indeed  of  any  sort  of  justice,  to  the  creditor. 
Nothing  could  be  more  deplorable  than  such  a 
conflict  of  laws  among  the  same  people — ^nothing 
comparable  to  their  pernicious  effects  upon  the 
public  morals.  He  was  aware  of  the  prejudices 
and  imfavordb>le  impressions  excited  in  ue  public 
maid  by  the  operation  of  the  former  act  of  Con- 
gress. It  was  not  to  be  denied  that  the  spectacle 
aflbrded  of  ao  many  persons  pressin|^  through  the 
avenue  that  was  just  opened  for  their  ddiverance, 
had  a  mttnral  effect  to  revolt  the  mind  and  inspire 
jealousy.  Yet,  a  fair  examination  of  the  state  of 
the  debton  that  were  released,  and  of  the  debts 
that  were  sponged  by  the  commissions  issued  under 
that  act^  would,  he  believed,  demonstrate  that  no 
real  iniury  had  urisen  to  creditors,  or  to  the  nation, 
from  their  proceedings.  The  debtors  were  for  the 
most  part  m  circumstances  of  absolute  and  irre^ 
trievable  ruin,  who  had  been  oUiged  by  the  want 
of  an  earlier  system  to  drag  out  a  miserable  exist- 


ence, eatinff  up  the  last  remnants  of  tbeii*  effects. 
The  debts  had  been  principally  abandoned  by  their 
creditors  as  desperate.  Two-thirds,  in  all  cases, 
must  have  agreeu  to  their  discharge.  Yet,  in  everr 
group  of  crraitors,  there  was  one  or  more  (thougn 
always  less  than  a  third  in  number  and  value) 
who  stood  out,  under  the  influence  of  some  per*- 
sonal  consideration  or  feeling,  and  who  naturally 
became  loud  and  severe  in  their  complaints  of  the 
operation  of  the  law.  It  vras  to  the  united  voices 
of  these  minorities,  irritated  and  disappointed  at 
the  liberation  of  their  debtors,  that  the  odium  and 
disrepute  of  the  former  act  are  to  be  ascribed.  He 
was  very  far,  however,  from  denying  that  muif 
fraudulent  commissions  had  been  issued,  and  that 
the  benefits  of  the  act  bad  been  extendea  to  many- 
unworthy  persons.  It  was  also  admitted  that  dbe 
same  evils,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  occur  under 
the  new  act.  Among  the  crowds  of  unfortunate 
and  insolvent  persons  who  would  press  forward  to' 
escape  from  their  shackles  upon  tne  first  opening 
of  the  door,  no  doubt  some  would  succeed  oy  the 
aid  of  fraud  and  perjury.  Bat  would  these  crimes 
be  equal  in  amount  or  atrocity  to  those  which  are 
daily  committed  under  color  of  your  insolvent 
laws?  If  a  bankrupt  act  provides  the  means  for 
some  frauds,  it  also  prepares  die  means  for  the 
detection  and  punishment  of  others. 

This  evil  would  cure  itself,  after  the  peat  mass 
of  persons  who  have  been  tor  a  lon^  time  insol* 
vent  shall  have  undergone  the  renovation.  It  was 
nearly  cured  when  tb^  old  act  was  repealed,  and 
he  was  read^  to  apply  to  this  unhappy  class  the 
humane  maxim  familiar  in  the  criminal  law — ^that 
it  was  better  for  ten  guilty  to  escape  than  one  in- 
nocent to  suffer.  He  did  not  mean  to  anticipate 
objections,  but  he  foresaw  that  the  friends  of^the 
bin  would  be  met  by  objections  founded  on  the 
opinions  of  jurists  of^  great  eminence,  and  on  re- 
ports of  parliamentary  committees,  relative  to  the 
imperfections  of  the  bankrupt  laws*  of  Bngland, 
and  the  manifold  abuses  to  which  they  give  mrth. 
But  still  the  British  Parliament  adhered  to  the  sys- 
tem. No  attempt  had  been  made  to  abolish  iL 
The  first  talents  of  the  country  had  been  occupied 
in  delecting  the  imperfections  and  suggesting 
amendments.  Still  nothing  was  yet  matoxed 
which  authorized  an  abandonment  oi  the  ancient 
code.  It  was  therefore  better  than  none — ^better 
than  any  for  which  the  wisdom  of  the  British  na- 
tion had  yet  found  a  substitute.  Let  us  then  take 
this  system  for  tibe  present,  and  hereafter  avail 
ourselves  of  future  imprqvements,  founded  either 
on  our  own  experience,  or  that  of  others.  If  we 
waited  to  be  previously  assmed  of  the  perfection 
or  infallilnlity  of  a  system,  before  we  acted,  the 
business  pf  legislation  would  be  brought  to  a  dead 
halt.  All  our  laws  and  systems  were  at  first  im- 
perfect. The  entire  code  of  your  revenue  laws 
has  been  revised  more  than  once;  yet  nobody 
thinks  the  collection  of  duties  should  be  suspended 
and  the  laws  repealed,  because  hereafter  a  more 
expedient  tariff  or  mode  of  cdlection  may  be  de- 
vised by  ourselves  or  other  nations. 

With  respect  to  the  unfortunate  persons  them- 
sdlves,  though  he  disclaimed  every  thought  of  ap* 
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pealing  to  the  passions  or  pressing  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  honorable  members  topics  not  closely 
connected  with  the  principles  of  justice  and  duty, 
which  should  alone  influence  their  decision ;  yet 
he  did  not  believe  that  a  habit  of  thinking  upon 
the  wretched  condition  of  these  persons  would 
disqualify  the  Senate  for  a  wise  and  just  deliber- 
ation upon  their  claims  to  the  benefits  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Few  men,  he  said,  who  had  been  born  and  edu- 
cated in  circumstances  of  ease  and  comfort,  and 
pursued  a  long  and  uninterrupted  career  of  pros- 
perity ;  few  upon  whom  each  morning's  sun  shone 
bright,  inritin^g  them  to  some  cheering  pursuit  of 
successful,  business  or  innocent  pleasure,  and  whose 
pillow  is  soAened  by  the  repose  which  is  the  com- 
panion of  a  breast  at  ease,  could  realize  the  agon- 
izing spectacle  of  a  fi^mily  accustomed  to  the  same 
felicity,  when  its  ruined  head  and  protector  first 
comes  home  and  announces — that  all  is  gone! 
There  is  from  that  moment  a  period  to  the  bAppi- 
ness,  the  pursuit  of  which  is  classed  among  our 
inalienable,  rights,  and  the  faculty  of  pursuing 
which  alone  gives  value  to  existence.  The  con^ 
dition  of  such  a  man^  whose  creditors  are  inezor- 
aUe,  compares  to  disadvantage  with  that  of  a 
slave  I  for  he,  indeed,  is  generally  fed  and  clothed, 
and  subsistence  is  provided  for  his  family,  if  he 
has  one,  and  when  he  lies  down  to  rest,  whether 
upon  a  pillow  or  plank,  his  aching  eyes  are  not 
stretchea  open  by  a  tormenting  anxiety  for  his 
daily  bread.  But  the  bankrupt,  who  is  a  slave 
under  a  Constitution  made  expressly  for  his  relief, 
can  neither  toil  for  others  nor  for  himself.  His 
miserable  earnings  are  qjways  exposed  to  be 
snatched  from  the  hands  of  his  children  as  they 
lift  them  to  their  mouths.  He  thus  becomes  lost 
to  societv,  and  the  alternatives  which  alone  re- 
main to  nim  are  crime  or  despair.  He  is  no  lon^ 
a  partaker  of  the  blessings  of  your  laws,  Init  a  vic- 
tim to^  their  ijgors.  If,  through  principle  or  fear, 
lie  resists  temptations  to  fraud  or  violence,  he  must 
at  least  consume  the  property  which  he  would  be 
glad  to  exchange  for  liberty,  and  is  compelled 
without  remorse  to  continue  the  injury  he  has 
done  his  creditors.  His  conscience  is  relieved  from 
obligations,  and  his  heart  from  attachments,  to  a 
Government  by  which  he  resards  himself  as  dis- 
franchised ;  and  though  he  wiU  not  become  a  trai- 
tor,  he  must  be  a  imdcontent.  Thus,  you  will 
have  scattered  throughout  every  part  of  the  na- 
tion great  and  constantly  increasing  numbers  of 
men,  often  of  good  principles  and  capacities  for 
usefulness,  whose  offences  are  frequently  nothing 
but  inevitable  misfortunes,  condemned  to  live  as 
drones  in  society,  repining  at  the  cruel  hardship  of 
their  condition,  and  with  no  prospect  but  of  inter- 
minable embarrassment  and  exclusion  from  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Constitution.  ,  No  mischiefs  could, 
in  his  opinion,  emanate  from  any  insolvent  system 
to  be  compared  with  these  $  no  injustice  which 
men  could  do  each  other  would  bear  to  be  named 
with  that  which  Congress  would  inflict  upon  these 
persons  by  rejecting  the  provision  intended  for 
their  reliet.  With  these  general  rem^rks^  he  said, 
he  would  content  himself  for  the  presient,  and  re- 


serve the  right  of  a  more  minute  investigation  of 
particular  details  as  they  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  followed  the  remarb 
of  Mr.  Otis,  with  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
ind^nitely. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  ofiering  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  the  present  motion,  he  was  actuated 
by  a  wish  to  ascertain  what  was  the  general  sm- 
timent.  and  how  far  it  nught  be  correct  to  proceed 
with  tne  details  of  the  biU.  It  occurred  to  him  as 
being  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time  to  en- 
ter critically  and  nunutely  into  the  details,  if  se- 
cretly were  entertained,  by  a  majority  of  the  Senatep 
a  disposition  to  reject  the  bill.  Moreover,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otib^)  as  if  with 
Sview  to  ascertain  what  were  the  opinioas  of  gen- 
emen  upon  this  subject^  had  courted  inquiry,  and 
sought  to  elicit  opposition.  It  was  to  the  end, 
therefore,  that  there  might  be  no  useless  waste  of 
time,  and  to  discover,  before  proceeding  to  prune, 
altar,  and  amend  the  several  provisions  of  the  bill, 
how  far  there  might  exist  with  the  Senate  a  diqx>' 
sition  to  sustain  it,  that  he  had  submitted  the  pres- 
ent proposition  indefinitdy  to  postpone  it 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that  ne  did  not  profess  any 
thorough  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  would 
much  rather  hear  the  opinions  of  others  who  bet- 
ter understood  it,  than  to  advance  his  own.  Of  a 
bankrupt  law  he  certainly  had  no  favorable  opin- 
ion, believing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  neither  calcu- 
lated to  extend  the  relief  which  many  believed  it 
would  give,  nor  to  improve  the  morab  of  the  peo- 
ple. Of  its  operation  and  eflfects,  none,  he  pre- 
sumed, could  speak  with  any  thing  like  certainty ; 
it  was,  as  yet,  a  mere  theory,  from  which  many 
supposed  incalculable  benefits  would  result,  but 
from  which  abo  much  evil  might  arise  to  the 
community.  .  It  was,  he  believe^  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  hazardous  attempt;  and,  whether  it  would 
eventuate  in  benefit  or  injury  to  society,  none  eouJd 
with  certainty  determine.  With  him  it  was  a 
circumstance  of  some  weight,  that,  under  a  former 
Administration,  a  similar  system  had  been  attempt- 
ed, and,  having  been  pronounced  upon  by  the  m- 
teliigence  of  that  period,  was  abandoned  and  de- 
stroyed. He  would  venture,  therefore,  briefly  to 
suj^gest  the  objections  entertained  by  him,  more 
with  a  disposition  to  draw  forth  arguments  that 
might  be  suggested  in  its  favor,  than  from  an  ex- 
pectation that  those  he  should  suggest  would  have 
an  efiect  with  the  friends  of  the  bul. 

In  England,  whence  we  derived  our  opinicms 
and  our  knowledge  of  a  bankrupt  system,  itsefiects 
might  be  beneficial;  but  whatever  arguments 
might  be  thence  adduced,  ne  would  venture  to  say 
they  did  not  strictly  apply,  for  the  reason  that, 
between  this  country  ana  tbat,  there  was  a  mate- 
rial difference.  However  there  might  be  in  Con- 
gress a  disposition  to  protect  commerce,  (and  be 
was  upon  mis  subject  not  hostile,  but  friendly,)  it 
could  not  be  denied  but  that  the  great  and  perma- 
nent i^iterest  of  the  United  States,  if  any  one 
branch  of  national  pursuit  should  be  placed  above 
another,  was  the  agricultural.  He  did  not  pretend 
to  determine  that  there  was  not  so  dose  an  alli- 
ance and  aflSuiity  that  neither  commerce  nor  agri- 
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coltore  could  prosper  indq>endeiitlv  of  the  other; 
vet)  if  either  interest  were  to  be  preferred^  it  should 
be  the  latter.    Politicians  had  early  differed  upon 
this  subject,  and  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  nad 
declared  it  to  be  the  true  interest  of  this  Gk>Tern- 
ment  to  pursue  the  latter,  as  calculated  not  only 
more  effectually  to  secure  the  great,  the  substantial 
interest  of  the  country,  but  as  a  means  of  aroidinf 
those  collisions  and  difficulties  which  so  often  had 
placed  nations  in  hostile  array  against  each  other. 
In  Great  Britain,  where  the  bankrupt  system 
had  been  practised  upon  the  broadest  scale,  there 
were  but  two  great  interests — ^the  commercial  and 
manufacturing:  there,  each  holding  traffic  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  other^  could  not  give  birtl^  to 
those  inconveniences  which  would,  under  the  same 
system,  be  produced  in  this  country,  where  such 
diifferent  pursuits  and  interests  prevailed^    If  you 
sanction  the  bill,  what  satisfactory  reason  can  be 
given  why  its  operations  shall  be  confined  alone  to 
mercantile  men  ?    Do  thev  so  constitute  the  sinews 
of  Government  as  that  tney  should  he  created  a 
privileged  class— to  cancel  their  debts,  and  be  for- 
er er  discharged,  while  other  portions  of  your  citi- 
zens shall  be  aenied  the  same  advantage?    To 
say  nothing  of  the  facility  with  which  frauds  may 
be  practised,  and,  indeed,  were  practised  during 
the  continuance  of  your  former  bankrupt  system^ 
it  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  ot  our  Gov- 
ernment thus  to  extend  to  one  class  of  citizens 
privileges. which  are  denied  to  another,  and  not  a 
less  useful  one.    Who  will  deny  that  it  is  a  priy- 
ilege,  and  a  most  extraordinary  one?    It  is  saying 
to  those  who  have  be^  dealers  in  merchandise, 
and  to  those  in  connexion,  their  brokers  and  fac- 
tors, pay  six  pence  in  the  pound,  and  by  consent 
of  pEurt  of  Tour  creditors,  who,  through  some  secret 
understanaiiig,  may  be  made  lenient,  you  shall 
stand  forever  acquitted  of  your  debts,  and.  unem- 
barrassed, begin  your  enterprises  anew:  wnile  the 
farmer,  as  honestly  involved,  can  claim  the  exer- 
cise of  no  such  privilege,  but  must  remain  forever 
subject  to  the  debt.    Thus,  then,  it  is  presented: 
the  merchant  becomes  indebted  to  a  class  of  your 
citizens,  and.  by  rights  secured  to  him.  may  sponge 
away  those  aebts,  and  thereby  ruin  others  to  whom 
the  same  right  is  not  secured,  but  is,  in  fact,  denied. 
In  such. a  system  there  is  nothing  wearing  the 
semblance  ot  justice.    It  is  objectionable,  because 
partial  in  its  operations — defective,  because  wantr 
mg  in  uniformity. 

There  w^as  one  objection,  however,  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  which 
grew  oat  of  the  Constitution,  and  which  he  con- 
sidered highly  important  It  had  been  heretofore 
urged,  as  an  mducement  to  passing  the  bill,  that 
there  was  general  distress  throuffh  the  country,  and 
that  innumerable  persons,  who/by  misfortune,  had 
been  brought  from  affluence  to  poverty,  would  be 
relieved,  and  again  established  in  life  as  useful  and 
valuable  citizens.  Much  as  he  was  disposed  to 
commiserate  the  situation  of  those  who,  with  their 
families,  had  been  suddenly  reduced  in  life,  and  in- 
volved in  all  that  wretchedness  which  a  change  in 
condition  sometimes  produces,  yet  was  he  at  a  loss 
to  imagine  how  the  bill  under  consideration  could 


bring  the  expected  relief.  All  that  we  possess  by 
the  Constitution  upon  this  subject,  is,  as  stated  in 
the  general  enumerated  •powers  of  Congress,  to 
estauish  uniform  laws  as  to  bankruptcies.  But 
does  this  power,  thus  extended,  ffrant  us  authority 
so  to  frame  a  law  as  that  it  shall  be  retrospective 
in  its  operations,  and  reach  to  cases  which  existed 
previous  to  its  passing  ?  The  circumstance,  alone, 
of  its  not  being  altogether  prospective  in  its  char- 
acter, but  intended  to  have  an  effect  upon  cases  that 
had  already  transpired  and  gone  by,  wasenougji  to 
place  him  in  opposition  to  the  bill :  because  Uon-: 
gress,  under  the  right  secured  to  them  to  pass  an 
uniform  bankrupt  law,  possessed  not  the  power  to 
reach  back,  ana  take  within  their  gnw  acts  that 
were  consummated  before  the  passing  ot  the  law. 
In  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  artiiue  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it-  is  declared^  among  other  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  Convention^  that  the  States  shall  pass 
no  law  impairing  the  vahdity  of  contracts.  An  ob- 
ligation to  pa)r  money,  whether  arising  from  bond 
or  otherwise,  is  a  contract,  and  to  pass  a  law  dia- 
charging  the  debtor  from  payment,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever,  is.  in  effect  to  impair  the  contract  The 
decision  of  tne  Supreme  Court  upon  a  case  growing 
out  of  the  insolvent  law  of  an  aajoining  State,  was 
declaratory  of  this;  and  the  judges,  founding  their 
opinions  upon  the  section  in  the  Constitution  re- 
ferred to,  said  that  the  act  of  the  State  was  void; 
and  that,  although  the  debtor  was  discharged  in 
his  person,  which  was  all  that  State  legiuation 
could  do,  he  was  yet  responsible  for  the  debt,  and 
his  property  liable  for  the  payment.  If  the  States 
are  incompetent  to  the  enactment  of  a  law  which 
shall  discharge  the  estate  of  the  debtor  from  after 
liability,  how  is  it  that  Congress  can  claim  the 
right  of  doing  so  ?  Our  powers  are  derivative,  not 
original ;  and  hence  it  is  that  those  which  are  not 
delegated  cannot  be  exercised.  It  cannot  be  pre^ 
tended  that  because  this  power  is  reserved  from  the 
States,  that  therefore,  ne^tivdy,  and  by  intend- 
ment. It  shall  be  coAitrued  into  a  grant  to  theG^- 
eral  Government;  for,  to  such  an  Urgument,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  reply,  that,  by  the  same  Con- 
stitution, powers  not  deteglited  aire  reserved.  As, 
therefore,  the  States  are  restrained,  and  as  it  is  not 
contained  in  the  grant  of  power  made  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  the  qondusion  is,  as  declared  in 
the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  that  it  still 
remains  with  the  people ;  and,  until  their  consent 
be  had.  there  exists  nowhere  an  authority  to  impair 
the  validity  of  contracts.  All  the  authority,  tneni 
found  upon  this  subject,  for  none  other  exists,  is 
the  right  to  pass  an  uniform  system  df  bankruptcy ; 
and  in  this,  certainly,  is  not  contained  a  power  to 
legislate  retrospectively,  and  to  cancel  debts  made. 
in  good  faith ;  or,  indeed,  to  do  more  than  merely 
to  provide  for  cases  that  may  hereafter  happen. 
The  bill  before  us,  therefore,  is  objectionable,  be- 
cause, on  Constitutional  principles,  it  cannot  eo 
forth  in  its  present  garb— K>bjectionable  it  must  be 
to  its  friends,  as  not  carrying  with  it  the  expected 
relief,  the  great  advantage  designed  and  hoped  to 
be  attainedby  its  passing. 

I     These  reasons,  Mr.  E.  said,  if  so  they  could  be 
I  termed,  he  had  thought  prop«r  to  submit  for  the 
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consideration  of  tiiose  who  knew  what  had  been 
the  effect  and  operation  of  the  former  bankrupt 
law.  Other  gentlemen,  who  resided  in  the  oomr 
mercial  sections  of  the  conntrjr,  and  felt  much  in- 
terest in,  and  solicitude  for,  this  subject,  had,  doubt- 
less, w^  considered  it,  and  understood  it  fully ; 
they  would  be  able  to  canvas,  and  to  refute,  if  un- 
tenable, the  objections  which  he  had  briefly  yen- 
tanA  to  suggest. 

Mr.  Mellen,  of  Massachusetts  said,  as  he  pro- 
fened  to  be  one  of  those  friendly  to  the  bill,  he 
was  disposed  to  express  his  sentiments,  in  a  gen- 
eral manner,  upon  the  subiect.  It  cannot  be  ne- 
cessary, and  it  seems  hardly  proper,  said  Mr.  M., 
in  the  present  state  of  poblie  information  concern- 
ing a  Dankrupt  system,  to  ^o  minutdv  into  a  con- 
si£er8tk>n  of  all  its  peculiarities  ana  provisions. 
Qeneral  riews  are  all  which,  on  this  occasion,  need 
to  be  taken,  and  such  views  will  be  si]Acient  to 
show  the  objects  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
are  endeavoring  to  attain,  and  at  once  disclose  its 
merits  or  demerits,  the  advantages  or  disadvan- 
tactt,  which  it  is  calculated  to  produce. 

There  are  some  facts  connected  with  this  subject, 
whiob  admit  of  no  controversv.  During  the  pres- 
ent session,  petitions  in  abunoance  have  been  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  praying  them  to  interpose  for 
the  relief  of  the  unfortunate,  and  pass  a  law  of  the 
character  of  this  now  under  discussion.  These 
petitions  are  from  respectable  persons  of  the  com- 
mnnity,  and  are  entitled  to  deliberate  consideration. 
Another  fact  will  be  readily  admitted;  which  is, 
that,  in  the  principal  commercial  countries  of  Eu- 
rope^ bankrupt  laws  have  for  a  long  series  of  years 
been  in  operation.  This  very  circumstance  fur- 
jnishes,  to  sav  the  least  of  it,  a  strong  presumption 
in  favor  of  their  beneficial  tendency ;  and  when  we 
consider  the  commercial  character  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  spirit  of  laudable  enterprise,  for 
which  our  citizens  are  so  much  distinguished,  it 
would  seem  that  the  interest  of  our  country  might 
be  subserved  in  this  manner  as  essentially,  perhaps, 
as  those  of  the  nations  to  which  I  have  almded. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  that,  with  many,  a 
bankrupt  svstem  is  not  considered  in  a  favorable 
%ht ;  but  I  have  no  <^uestion  that,  among  those 
chisses  of  the  community  whose  professional  puiv 
suits  or  connexions  in  business  have  not  led  them 
to  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  and  de- 
sign of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  a  knowledge  of  those 
evils  whkh  it  is  intended  to  remove,  much,  and 
perhaps  most  of  the  prejudice  which  exists  against 
such  a  law,  and  most  of  its  unpopularity,  proceed 
from  the  idea  and  belief  that  its  onlv  design  is  to 
rdieve  the  bankrupt^  and  this,  too,  wnether  his  in- 
solvency and  ruin  nave  been  produced  by  mere 
misfortune,  or  by  imprudence,  extravagance,  and 
fraud ;  that  its  provisions  are  more  calculated  to 
encourage  speeiuation  and  dishonesty,  and  afford 
relief  to  the  fraudulent^  than  to  protect  the  honest 
and  industrious.  Sir,  if  this  were  my  creed,  the  bill 
should  receive  my  prompt  and  steady  opposition. 
But  no  conclusions  are  more  erroneous:  facts  and 
principles,  when  examined,  will  furnisn  premises 
which  vrill  conduct  us  to  very-different  conclusions. 
If  some  sections  of  the  bill,  or  some  of  its  details, 


should  be  found  exceptionable,  they  can  easily  be 
so  amended  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senate ; 
at  present,  and  on  the  motion  for  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement, we  have  only  to  direct  our  attention  to 
the  bill,  as  presenting  a  system  for  our  acceptance 
or  rejection.  My  honorable  friend  from  Tennes- 
see, has  objected  to  the  Consdtutionalpower  of 
Congress  to  enact  the  proposed  law.  To  be  sure 
the  objection  has  assumed  rather  the  form  of  a 

2uery,  than  an  objection.  He  observes  that,  as  the 
/onstitution  has  denied  to  the  several  States  the 
authority  to  pass  laws  impairing  the  ofali^dons  of 
contracts,  and  has  no  where  in  terms  given  this 
power  to  Congress,  that,  of  course,  they  have  no 
such  power;  mat  we  ought  therefore  to  stop  tit 
Umi/M.  In  rei^y,  it  may  be  observed  in  the  first 
{dace,  that  Congress  have  once  exercised  this  very 

Eower ;  they  have  passed  a  bankrupt  law ;  they 
ave  for  several  years  witnessed  its  operation ;  our 
judicial  courts  have  lent  their  aid  in  giving  it  effect, 
and  though  it  was  repealed,  on  the  |pnound  of  its 
supposed  inexpediency,  yet  its  constitutionality  is 
not  recollected  to  have  ever  been  questioned.  Le- 
gislative and  judicial  construction^  then,  are  both 
opposed  to  this  objection.  But  sir,  we  need  not 
fest  satisfied  vrith  tnis  answer.  The  Constitution 
has  given  the  asserted  power  to  Congress;  the 
words  are  '^Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies." 
What  are  bankrupt  law^,  or  laws  on  the  suMeet 
of  bankruptcies  ?  The  Constimtion  has  not  defined 
them :  it  nas  only  referred  to  them,  as  to  somediing 
well  known  and  understood  in  legal  language: 
Bankrupt  and  insolvent  laws  were  well  known  to 
exist  and  it  is  understood  that  bv  the  telm  "  bank- 
rupt law,"  is  meant  a  law  whicn.  on  certain  con- 
ditions, operates  as  a  complete  release  of  a  certain 
class  or  insolvents  frOm  the  obligation  of  their  con- 
tracts. The  grant,  then,  of  a  power  to  Congress 
to  make  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies, is  the  grant  of  a  power  to  impair  the  M]^- 
tion  of  those  contracts,  so  far  as  such  law  does  im- 
pair it  A  law  defining  and  punishing  an  offence, 
for  instance,  murder;  but  defining  in  no  other 
manner  than  by  its  name,  presupposes  an  exbting 
definition  in  prior  laws  or  adjudged  cases ;  and  to 
these  reference  is  always  had  to  ascertain  the  es- 
sence of  the  crime. 

Presuming,  therefore,  that  Congress  possesses 
the  power,  I  will  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  which  influence  me  in  favor  of  exer- 
cising it  in  passing  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion. 

The  first  and  principal  advantage  is,  that  the 
proposed  system  would  increase,  strengthen,  and 
protect  the  riehts  of  creditors;  not  only  in  respect 
to  the  fraudulent  practices  of  their  debtors,  but  to 
those  cases  where,  in  legal  contemplation,  no  fraud 
may  exist ;  and  yet  where  the  proceedings  of  the 
debtor  may  not  be  impartial ;  but,  on  the  contrarv, 
where  they  may  produce  unequal  and  ineqtiitaUe 
consequences. 

At  present,  and  under  existing  laws^  or  rather 
notwithstanding  these  laws,  numerous  frauds  may 
be,  and  constantly  are,  practised  by  debtors  who 
are, or  pretend  to  be,  bankrupt:  and  it  is  often 
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done  with  so  mach  secrecy  and  management,  that 
they  can  neither  he  detected  nor  prevented.    A 
man  without  property  of  his  own,  by  the  aid  of 
some  friend,  who  becomes  his  surety,  obtains  a 
credit;  supplies  himself  with  goods,  and  com- 
mences busmess.    By  mismanagement,  or  gross 
misconduct,  his  afiairs  become  deranged,  and  he 
finds  he  can  never  satisfy  the  claims  of  his  cred- 
itors :  he  informs  his  friend  and  surety ;  fjays  him, 
or  gives  him  an  indemnity  as  far  as  m  his  power, 
and  on  the  next  ddy  closes  his  doors  and  notifies 
his  creditors  of  his  failure.    He  proposes  to  surren- 
der to  them  all  in  his  possession,  on  condition  of 
being  discharged  in  full.    .His  body  is  not  within 
their  reach,  nor  any  property,  except  what  he  is 
pleased  to  expose :  in  this  situation  the  creditors 
release  him  on  receiving  a  pittance,  while  the 
friend  and  surety  is,  perhaps,  completely  indem- 
nified. 

But,  sir.  we  frequently  witness  transactions, 
poisoned  tnrou^hout  with  fraud — transactions  in 
which  all  creditors  are  deceived  and  defrauded. 
In  such  cases  the  man  pn^ends  to  be  a  bankrupt ; 
and  having  converted  a  large  portion  of  his  prop- 
erty into  money,  or  secured  to  nimself  its  value  by 
negotiable  promissory  notes,  he  stops  payment  and 
closes  his  doors  like  the  other ;  goes  tnrough  the 
form  of  offering  to  give  up  all  his  property, 
(though  secretly  retaining  thousands,)  on  condi- 
tion of  jeceiving  a  discharge  from  his  creditors : 
they,  without  the  legal  means  of  developing  se- 
crets, and  fearful  of  losing  all,  unless  a  portion  can 
be  saved  by  the  proposed  compromise,  at  length 
accept  the  terms,  and  restore  their  debtor  to  liMr- 
ty.  In  a  few  months,  or  perhaps  weeks,  he  re- 
commences business,  and  finds  himself  in  easy 
circumstances,  and  with  a  handsome  |)roperty  at 
command. 

Numerous  such  cases  have  occurred.  The  laws 
in  the  several  States  are  so  variant  and  imperfect, 
that  in  their  operation  they  do  not  and  cannot 
furnish  equal  justice  to  creditors;  and  in  many 
cases  they  are  wholly  ineffectual.  In  some  States 
property  is  not  liable  to  attachment  or  mesne  pro- 
cess ;  in  sooie,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  it  cannot 
be  taken  on  execution  in  payment  of  debts,  and 
even  in  those  States  where  attachment  laws  are  in 
force,  those  creditors  living  in  the  vicinitv  of  the 
debtor,  or  who  are  connected  with  himin  ousiness 
or  otherwise,  are  generally  more  fortunate  than 
others ;  and  frequentlv  seize  and  legally  appropri- 
ate to  their  own  use  tne  principal  part  of  the  debt- 
or's property ;  leaving  the  residue  of  their  creditors 
unsatisnedj  and  the  debtor  without  the  power  to 
satisfy  their  demands  In  addition  to  these  incoiv 
veniences,  the  fraudulent  insolvent  trader  has  it  in 
his  power  to  dispose  of  his  estate  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  reserve  to  himself  secretly  an  interest  in 
it,  or  place  it  where  creditors  cannot  find  and  se- 
cure it  for.  the  purposes  of  justice.  I  repeat  iL  sir, 
numerous  such  cases  have  occurred :  the  fraud  has 
proved  saccessful,  and  they  who  have  committed 
It  have  lived  andf  triumphed  in  the  possession  of 
its  fruits. 

Mr.  President,  these  things  ought  not  to  be  so, 
and  I  admit  that  existing  laws  vnU  not  for  a  mo- 
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ment  sanction  such  dishonest  and  disgraceful  pro- 
ceedings, when  proved  in  a  court  of  justice;  but 
the  dimculty  lies  in  this,  that  the  transaction  is 
unknown  to  third  persons  and  so  cannot  be  prov- 
ed ;  at  present,  creditors  can  only  depend  on  the 
statements  of  their  debtors,  or  on  those  means  which 
I  have  before  stated,  to  enable  them  to  ascertain 
facts  relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  debtor's  estate, 
or  to  take  measures  to  subject  it  to  legal  liability 
to  their  demands.  Such  means  as  creditors  now 
possess  will  always  be  ineffectual,  when  opposed 
by  artifice  and  fraud.  But,  sir,  tne  bill  on  your 
table  proposes  to  furnish  creditors  with  some  pow- 
ers which  they  do  not  now  possess ;  some  weapons 
which  they  cannot  now  command.  Powers  and 
weapons  perfecdy  harmless  when  used  asainst  an 
honest  man.  reduced  to  bankruptcy  ana  misfor- 
tune ;  but  ot  vast  importance  when  used  against  a 
rogue  and  a  swindler.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  power 
given  to  the  commissioners  to  seize  all  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  bankrupt,  and  in  certain  cases 
to  seize  and  detain  his  person  for  the  purpose  of 
his  examination  before  them  as  a  witness.  He  is 
compellable  to  appear  before  them,  and,  under  the 
severe  penalties  of  perjury,  to  declare  on  oath 
every  fact  in  respect  to  his  property ;  how  much 
he  has,  where  it  is  to  be  found,  now,  when,  and  to 
whom,  he  has  disposed  of  any  of  it,  and  on  what 
terms  and  for  what  purposes ;  what  securities  he 
has  taken  for  debts,  and  where  thev  are,  and  who 
are  his  debtors.  In  all  these  cases  ne  has  a  strong 
inducement  to  speak  the  truth,  arising  from  the 
fact  that  his  books  and  papers  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners,  or  at  tneir  command,  will  pro- 
bably detect  him  in  his  perjury,  should  he  attempt 
to  conceal  the  truth  for  wicked  purposes.  Suca 
a  riffid  examination,  will  serve,  in  most  cases,  to 
disclose  facts  and  explain  transactions  of  essential 
importance  to  the  honest  and  abused  creditor.  It 
is  true,  sir.  this  will  not  alvrays  prove  effectual! 
neither  will  any  other  human  laws  ^  still,  all  gooa 
laws  have  a  secret  influence  on  society,  and  inore 
than  we  at  first  imagine.  Though  the  provisions 
of  this  biU  will  not  avail  to  detect  and  punish  all 
fraud,  yet  they  may  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  at  any 
rate  they  will  give  to  creditors  a  power  additional 
to  what  they  now  possess :  they  can  do  no  harm, 
but,  in  most  instances  wUl  aid  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justice,  by  the  exposure  and  punishment  of 
iniquity,  resides,  sir^  should  this  system  be  estab- 
lished, creditors  would  obtain  another  important 
advantajTO  in  those  cases  where  the  bankrupt  has 
been  guuty  of  no  immorality  or  fraud.  The  prin- 
ciple of  law  is  well  understood,  which  sanctions  a 
preference  of  one  honest  creditor  to  pother,  if  a 
debtor  should  incline  to  give  this  pref<£rence.  We 
are  constantly  witnessing  this  practice  in  cases  of 
failure  in  business,  where  the  heart  is  subject  to 
no  imputation. 

A  person  finding  himself  unable  to  discharge  all 
his  debts,  and  yet  being  ready  to  appropriate  the 
whole  of  his  property  to  their  payment,  will  dis- 
charge those  debts  in  full  which  are  due  to  par- 
ticular creditors  as  his  sureties,  or  those  to  whom 
he  lies  under  special  obligations.  Such  payments 
are  good,  and  the  transaction  cannot  legally  be 
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disturbed.    In  this  case,  thoush  the  motive  may 
not  be  censurable  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  still  the  ! 
practice  operates  severely  upon  those  other  credi-  j 
tors  whose  claims  have,  in  tnis  arrangement,  been  | 
wholly  or  in  part  disregarded.    But,  sir,  pass  the  j 
bill  on  your  taole,  and  this  hardship  and  inequality  | 
will  be  prevented.     Should  a  banlcrupt  debtor,  in 
contemplation  of  his  immediate  failure,  give  this  | 
preference,  and  pay  one  or  more  of  his  creditors 
their  debts,  leaving  others  to  their  fate,  a  bankrupt  I 
law  would  interpose  its  principles,  and  correct  this  j 
proceeding;  the  transaction  would  not  be  sanc- 
tioned ;  the  payments  could  be  reclaimed,  and  the 
property  distriouted  among  all  the  creditors,  in 
proportion  to  their  respective  demands.    Here  we 
find  creditors  gaining  decided  advantages  under 
the  proposed  system,  and  such  as  they  cannot  gain 
in  any  other  manner  effectually.     And  though 
under  this  system  frauds  would  unquestionably  be 
practised,  the  mischief  would  be  less  extensive  and 
raccessfiu  than  it  i»  at  present.    This  principle, 
as  to  the  distribution  of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  b 
similar  to  that  which  prevails  in  the  case  of  a  de* 
ceased  insolvent;  and  what  prin<iiple  more  just 
can  be  applied  in  either  case  ? 

The  second  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a 
bankrupt  system^  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  unfortu- 
nate bankrupt  himself  and  his  family.  It  is  a  fact 
to  be  lamented,  though  not  denied,  that  there  ate 
at  this  moment  in  the  United  States  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  who,  in  the  course  of  their  usual 
business  arrangements,  have  been  reduced  from 
opulence  to  poverty ;  from  ease  and  cheerfulness 
to  privation  and  sorrow;  from  active  industry  to 
painful  idleness.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that,  in 
a  large  proportion  of  these  instances,  they  have 
been  reduced  by  misfortunes,  unforeseen  losses, 
and  by  those  causes  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol. This  class  is  surely  entitled  not  only  to  pity, 
bat  relief;  they  are  in  a  state  of  depression  and 
despondence;  daily  witnessing  the  suffering^  of 
those  most  intimately  connects  with  them  in  life. 
Another  class  is  less  deserving  of  sympathy,  be- 
cause their  misfortunes  have  been  occasioned  by 
hnprttdence,  extravagance,  folly,  and  improper 
conduct.  Still  both  classes  are  placed  in  situa- 
tions where  they  can  never  enable  themselves  to 
discharge  their  debts,  or  be  of  any  use  to  their 
creditors.  Why,  then^  should  their  faculties  be 
continued  in  a  state  of^  imprisonment?  Is  it  not 
an  act  worthy  of  Congress,  not  only  to  lend  fur- 
ther aids  to  honest  or  unsuspecting  creditors,  but 
extend  it  at  the  same  time  to  the  poor  and  heavy 
laden  debtors?  To  those  especially  who  have 
been  thrown  from  employment  in  the  scenes  of 
commercial  business,  without  any  unpardonable 
llinlt,  into  obscurity  and  dependence.  Is  it  not  a 
measure  worthy  ot  our  attention  to  raise  them  up 
and  restore  to  them,  to  their  wives,  and  to  their 
children,  some  of  the  hopes  and  comforts  of  their 
better  days  ?  This  remark  may  as  well  be  applied 
to  those  who,  in  the  common  course  >of  events, 
may  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  as  to  those  who  are 
already  bowed  down  under  their  losses,  and  the 
weight  of  debts  which  they  can  never  discharge. 
The  continuance  of  this  pressure  can  answer  bo 


other  purpose  than  to  disappoint  hope,  deaden  the 
spirit  of  enterprise,  and  heap  misfortunes  on  the 
head  of  the  unfortunate. 

In  the  third  place,  let  me  ask  yoo,  Mr.  President, 
if  it  be  not  an  advantage  to  the  .community  to  call 
into  acticm  the  business  talents-— the  industry  and 
labor  of  the  individuals  composing  the  community. 
The  strength  of  the  whole  consists  in  die  strength 
of  the  parts.  The  multitudes  to  whom  I  hnve  be> 
fore  alluded,  who  are  now  destitute  of  the  capacity 
of  supporting  themsdves,  and  those  dependmg  on 
them,  might  be  tendered  useful  members  of  so- 
ciety, contributing  to  itswealdi  and  power.  This 
is  true  of  all  who  are  now  bankrupts  in  property 
and  worldly  comforts,  whether  they  have  oeen  re- 
duced to  this  situation  by  misfortune  or  miseon- 
duct.  There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which 
the  subject  seems  deserving  of  conaidcntion.  I 
mean  a  moral  one.  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation.** 
The  sentiment  contained  in  this  short  address  is 
of  importance,  and  should  never  be  forgotten  by 
rulers.  They  should  always,  as  lar  as  possible^ 
avoid  those  measures  and  those  legal  prorisaoas 
which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  place  or  leave  a 
citizen  in  situations  where  temptations  may  more 
easily  assail  and  overcome  him.  A  man  ww>  has 
met  with  sudden  misfortune,  and  is  at  once  de- 
prived of  blossincs  to  which  he  has  lone  been  ac- 
customed, and  wno  in  his  fall  may  pertiap  have 
lost  much  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  others^ 
b  in  danger  of  losing  all,  unless  encouraged  to  rise 
and  correct  his  conduct  where  it  has  been  im- 
proper. When  he  has  suffered  severely  1^  this 
tall,  and  by  giving  up  all  he  had,  let  him  be  at 
liberty  to  recover  from  his  errors  or  his  faults.  Let 
the  law  be  such  as  to  hoM  out  to  him,  with  the 
consent  of  his  principal  creditors,  an  inducement 
to  respect  himself,  to  resp^t  the  laws,  establish  a 
fairer  reputation,  and  place  it  on  a  firmer  basis. 
When  a  man  is  once  deserted  by  the  world,  by  his 
former  friends,  he  is  too  apt  to  forf^et  his  own  du- 
ties, and  give  up  all  tthrt  to  regam  the  patiM  of 
virtue. 

These,  sir,  are  my  general  views  of  the  subject, 
and  some  of  the  most  important  reasons  which  in- 
duce me  to  give  my  support  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BoRKiLL,  of  Rnode  Island,  said  that  the 
principal  objection  to  this  act  in  the  minds  of  many 
gentlemen,  was,  that  it  was  uesigaed  for  the  benefit 
of  debtors,  of  debtors  who  had  already  failed,  as 
well  as  or  those  who  were  hereafter  to  fail,  and 
that,  consequently,  it  would  bean  en^fine  of  fraud ; 
that  if  he  were  convinced  there  was  m  the  act  aair 
foundation  for  this  apprehension,  and  if,  iadeni, 
it  were  an  act  for  the  advantage  of  debtors  oslyi 
he  would  cordially  unite  with  honorable  gentle- 
men in  their  opposition  to  it,  and  should  rejoice  in 
its  rejection.  It  was  because  he  thought  it  an  act 
for  the  security  of  creditors  against  fraudulent 
debtors,  and  an  act  to  compel  a  tair  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  the  bankrupt^  estate,  that  it  had  re- 
ceived,  and  would  continue  to  receive,  hia  support 
If  these  beneficial  effects  were  not  likely  to  resalt 
or  if  the  wise  and  salutary  provisions  of  the  hill 
should,  in  its  progress,  be  so  altered  as  to  convert 
the  act  into  a  short  and  easy  system  for  the  leteae 
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ef  debtors  frenn  their  legal  and  moral  obtitfations, 
he  hoped  the  bill  would  tail    It  was  true,  that  the 
effect  described  by  his  honorable  friend  fVom  Mas- 
sachusetts. (Mr.  Orrs,)  as  one  of  the  beneficial 
efiectsof  tnis  bill,  would  undoubtedly  be  produced ; 
that  is,  it  would  in  its  operation  restore  to  comfort 
and  asefulness  many  an  honest  and  unfortunate 
bankrupt,  who  would  otherwise  be  consigned  to  a 
life  of  inactiyity  and  indigence.  But  this,  however 
useful  and  benevolent,  was  an  incidental  and  in- 
direct consequence.    The  true  object  of  the  pro- 
visions and  checks  of  4he  bill,  the  final  end  for 
which  the  system  was  devised,  was  to  make  an 
eqoaldistribution  of  all  the  bankrupt's  estate  among 
ail  hui  creditora,  and  thus  to  compel  him  to  do  equal 
jttstioe.    Severe  and  multiplied  as  the  provistoms 
of  the  bill  might  aeem,  they  were  none  of  them 
unnecessary,  nor  would  any  of  them  injure  an  hon- 
est unfortunate  bankrupt.    They  were  calculated 
for  the  discovery  and  punishment  of  fraud,  and, 
ingenious  as  they  were,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
kaarery  was-often  ingenious  and  cunning  enouch^ 
to  evade  them.     There  would,  undoui^ly,  be 
many  cases  of  fraud  under  this  or  any  other  system; 
attd  K  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  examine  and 
amend  the  bill,  that  it  might  receive  idl  the  per- 
fection it  was  capable  of.  '  He  was  ready  to  con- 
cur with  honprable  gentlemen  in  any  amendments 
that  would  make  the  system  more  efficacious,  even, 
at  the  expense,  of  makii^  it  more  sincere.    If  the 
consent  of  five-sixths  of  the  creditors,  instead  of 
two-thirds,  should  be  required,  in  order  mote  com- 
pletely to  secure  the  creditors,  he  was  ready  to 
agree  to  it;  but,  in  his  opinion,  some  system  had 
become  indispensaibiy  necessary,  in  the   circum- 
stances of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  honest 
creditors  against  the  Knavery  of  dishonest  debtors. 
If  gentlemen  are  apprehensive  of  frauds  under  this 
law,  he  would  ask  tnem,  if  no  frauds  were  perpe- 
trated now,  and  without  this  law')    In  the  large 
cities,  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  a  young 
man^  without  property,  to  commence  busineis  upon 
credit,  to  live  in  the  style  of  a  man  of  fashion  and 
fortune,  to  posh  forward  in  trade  with  all  the  ardor 
insniral  by  youth  and  presumption,  until  he  meets 
with  a  loss;  ne  then  suspends  his  payments,  assigns 
his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  mends,  nis  rda- 
tiTEs,  and  faisendonera ;  the  distant  farmer,  or  plant- 
ar, or  smnufiicturer,  reccrves  nothing ;  uie  debtor 
is  diacharged  by  the  State  insolvent  laws,  and  in 
a  Inr  daya  he  tcsuimb  his  career  of  fotty^  extrav- 
agance, and  rashness.  ^  A  wise  bankrupt  law  would, 
in  a  degree,  conect  those  evils.     When  a  man 
should  fiail  in  bis  payments,  the  crediton  would 
intcrpoae,  his  effects  would  be  seized,  his  accouata 
and  books  inmected,  he  himself  doaely  interrogated 
and  enaBUBed,  his  property  equally  divided  aBun^ 
bb  eroditdrs ;  goods  and  effects,  delivered  by  him 
in  uniast  pr^ereaees  of  his  friends  over  others, 
would  be  vedbumed  and  recovered;  and,  if  it  ap- 
peared that  bis  bankruptcy  bad  been  caused  by 
extravagance  and  dissipation,  or  that  he  had  not 
conducted  himself  foirly  and  nonestly  towards  his 
creditors,  his  certificate  of  dischari^e  would  be  de- 
nied bim.  and  be  would  still  remam  liable  for  bia 
debts.    As  the  law  i;iow  steads,  a  man  in  fidling 


circumstances  may  prefer  one  creditor  to  another ; 
he  may  sdect  his  friends,  asaifp  bis  property  to 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  these  fnends,  either  real  or 
pretended  ereditors,  and  refuse  to  his  general  cred- 
itors the  snudlest  portion  of  bis  efiects.  Such  con- 
v^ances  as  these,  at  -least  when  made  for  the 
benefit  of  real  credhors^bave  been  adjudged  good 
and  valid,  both  in  the  Federal  and  State  eourta; 
and  under  these  decisioils  the  moat  enormous  frauds 
are  every  day  perpetmted  with  impunity.  The 
debtors  will  not  condescend,  in  some  inatancBi, 
even  to  exnlain  their  affiiirs  to  their  creditors,  or 
to  satisfy  tnem  as  to  the  causes  or  the  extent  of 
their  insolvency.  The  debtors  make  the  arrange- 
ment to  aatisiy  themselves  and  their  personal  or 
family  friends ;  and  the  creditors  at  lar^  are  not 
indulged  even  in  the  poor  privilege  of  mquiring 
into  the  causes  and  reasons  of  these  events. 
In  some  cases  there  is  a  besearly  remnant  of 


empty  boxes  for  the  general  creditorB,  and  they  are 
even  precluded  from  their  dividend  of  this,  unless 
they  sign  a  discharge  by  a  certain  day  prescribed 
by  the  debtor.  Thus  the  creditors  are  uefrauded, 
and  the  debtor,  in  many  cases,  lives  in  affluence 
and  splendor.  These  are  the  present  evils  which 
a  wdl  digested  system  of  banxruptcy  would  re- 
move or  greaUy  mitigate.  That  any  svstem  would 
eradicate  fraud  no  one  could  pretend,  but  any  uni- 
form system  almost  that  could  be  devised,  would 
be  better  than  the  present  state  of  the  relations  be- 
tween debtor  and  creditor,  various  in  the  different 
State$,  and  every  where  anbrding  facilities  for  the 
vilest  frauds,  ay  adopting  a  uniform  plan,  in 
which  Congress  could  avail  themselves  oi  the  ex- 
perience of  other  countriesLand  of  our  own,  under 
the  former  bankrupt  law,  tney  would  subject  trad- 
ing men  to  a  code  of  regulations,  advantaigeousnot 
omv  to  creditors,  but  to  all  honest  debtors — ^formi- 
datie  and  severe  oilier  to  the  wicked  and  fraudu- 
lent. The  Constitution  has  made  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  frame  such  a  code ;  th^  ouebt  to  dis- 
charge this  duty  at  this  time:  aad  sucn  amend- 
ments may  hereafter  be  adopted  as  exi^ience  shall 
prove  to  lie  necessary.  In  passing  this  law,  Con- 
gress will  not  only  execute  the  Constitution^  and 
secure  the  equality  of  the  rights  of  the  crediton^ 
but  they  will  also  fulfil  the  Just  expectations  of  the 
whole  mercantile  community. 

Mr.  Eaton,  for  the  purpose  of  t^tin^  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  to 
see  whether  it  was  worth  wnile  to  go  into  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  details,  moved  tlwt  the  bill  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  B.  followed  his  motion  by  a  brief  statement 
of  the  reasons  which  placed  him  in  opposition  to 
the  biU ;  considering  it  as  tending  to  do  more  barm 
to  the  community  man  good ;  as  creating  a  privi- 
leged class  in  society ;  as  opening  a  door  to  much 
fraud ;  and,  so  far  as  it  would  operate  retrospect- 
ively, as  a  doubtful  power^  ^. 

Mr.  Mellen  followed  m  reply  to  Mr.  Baton, 
and  in  defence  of  the  bill,  as  to  its  expediency,  its 
entire  constitutionality,  its  benefieial  dOTects  on  so- 
ciety, and  great  present  necessity, 

Mr.  Tbimblb  intimated  that,  though  be  shoold 
vote  against  the  present  molioQ,  be  sbonld  not  con* 
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cdre  himself  committed  on  the  bill,  as  it  was 
rery  possible  he  might  finally  be  against  iu  pas- 
Air.  BuBRiLL  rose  in  defence  of  the  biU ;  and 
went  into  a  general  examination  of  the  system,  to 
ertablish  its  adrantages,  the  many  evils  it  wcmld 
prerent  and  core,  the  good  it  would  do  in  society, 
and  the  distress  it  would  alleviate,  &e. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

For  postponement. — Mewn.  Eaton,  Johnson  of 
Kentocky.  King  of  Alalisma,  Logan,  Msoon.  Morril, 
Noble.  Plaaaants,  Roggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Williams  of  TennaaMO,  and  Wilaon^li. 

Agahut  potiponements — Meura.  Brown,  Borrill, 
Bans,  Dickerion,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hooter, 
Johnson  of  Looisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Laoman, 
Leake,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen«  Otis,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Sanford,  Slokea,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — ^25. 


Friday,  March  17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts^  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of 
James  Wood,  administrator  of  Edward  Wood, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw ms  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Kennedy,  of  Philadelj^ia,  praybg  that  a  law  may 
be  passed,  authorizing  the  return  of  a  certain  sum 
of  money  which  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
collector,  upon  the  redemption  of  a  tract  of  land 
which  had  been  sold  for  the  direct  tax ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  *'for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bavins  buoys  placed 
at  the  several  inlets,  and  on  some  oi  the  shcnds  on 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina ;''  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  chanee  the  port  of  entry  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  in  the  State  of  Loubiana,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tafi  United  States: 

To  the  Senmie  of  the  Untied  StaUe  s 

1  transmit  to  (Congress  a  report  from  the  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Treasory,  accompanied  with  atalements  of  the 
annoal  expenditures  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
road  leading  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Ma/- 
lyland,  to  Uie  Btate  of  Ohio,  from  the  year  1806  to  the 
year  1820. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

March  17,  1820. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
docnments,  were  read. 

The  following  Message  was  also  receiTed  from 
the  President  op  thbUnited  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .* 

It  being  stipulated  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  arti- 
elesof  agreement  and  oassioa,  entered  into  on  the  Mth 


of  April,  160S,  with  the  Slate  of  Geoiti^  that  the  Uni- 
led  States  should,  at  their  own  eipense  ezttngiiish, 
for  the  use  of  that  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be  doos 
on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all  land  within 
its  limits,  and  the  Legislatare  of  Georgia  being  deair- 
oos  of  making  a  forther  acqaisition  of  said  lands  at 
this  time,  presuming  that  it  may  be  done  on  reasona- 
ble terms;  sod  it  being  also  represented  that  property 
of  considerable  Taloe,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  from  citizens  of  Georgis, 
the  restoration  of  which  bad  been  provided  lor  by  dif- 
ferent treaties,  but  which  has  never  been  made,  it  in 
propoeed  to  hold  a  treaty  with  thoae  nations,  and  more 
particalarly  with  the  Creeks,  in  the  eonne  of  this 
Summer,  for  the  attainment  of  these  objeds.  I  sub- 
mit the  sobject  to  the  eonsidcration  of  Congress,  that 
a  enm  adequate  to  the  ezpenee  attending  such  tiea^ 
msy  be  appropriated,  shoold  Congreaa  deem  it  ezpe- 
dienL 

iAMES  MONEOE. 
Uamcu  17,  1880. 

The  Message  was  read. 

Mr.  Pin KN  BT  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Patterson  and  Sons,  and  others,  merehants  and  un- 
derwriters of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  BCajjland, 
who  sofiered  from  the  depredations  of  French 
cruisers,  prayinj^  that  provision  may  be  made  for 
the  payment  of  ail  such  claims,  in  considetation 
of  their  having  been  relinquished  by  the  conven- 
tion of  September  90th,  1800^  for  certain  great 
political  advantages  in  favor  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Ons  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reeolotd,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  Hoose  of  Repreeentativee  do  adjonni 
their  respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  tenth  dsy  ef 
April  next. 

Mr.  RuGOLES  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  <u 
pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land ;  ana  the 
Dill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  rot- 
ter, of  North  Carolina,  prajrmg  the  renewal  of  a 
certain  land  warrant ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama, ia  the  Chair,)  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  and  proceeded  with  the 
details  thereof,  and  having  made  ooe  or  two  minor 
amendments, 

Mr.  Baton  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  5ch  sec- 
tion the  clause  whi<ih  provides,  that  when  the 
commissioners  ''shall  think  that  there  is  reaaon  to 

*  apprehend  that  a  banknmt  intends  to  abscond  or 

*  conceal  himself  or  herself,  in  case  it  be  necessary, 
'  in  order  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  bankrupt, 

*  they  shall  have  power  to  cause  the  doors  of  tne 
'  dwelling-house  of  such  bankrupt  to  be  broken, 

*  or  the  <uK>rs  of  anv  other  house  in  which  he  or 

*  she  shall  be  found.'' 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Baton, 
and  Mr.  Loaan,  on  the  ground,  principallv,  of  its 
repugnance  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  no  person  shall  be  subject  to  unreaaooable 
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searches,  dbc.,  unsupported  b)r  oath  or  aflftrma- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill, 
One.  Mbllbn,  and  Lanman,  for  the  reasons, 
chiefly,  that  the  power  given  in  the  clause  was 
yitai  to  the  system,  and  was  essentiallv  necessary 
to  its  execution ;  that  the  power  forcibly  to  enter 
houses  and  seize  persons  was  permitted  by  law  for 
many  offences  greatly  inferior  to  the  crime  provided 
for  in  this  clause ;  that  in  this  case  it  was  to  be 
under  %  warrant;  that  bonest  bankrupts  would 
never  fly  £rom  their  creditors ;  and  that  it  would 
be  the  dishonest  and  fraudulent  only  who  would 
seek  to  conceal  themselves,  &c. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety of  dividing  the  question  on  the  two  branches 
of  the  clause,  so  as  to  be  taken  separately  on  the 
authority  of  breaking  the  bankrupt's  own  house, 
and  the  nouse  of  another  person — to  which  sugges- 
tion Mr.  Eaton  acceded. 

Mr.  HoNTCR  was  glad  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  clause  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  a  feature  that  would 
certainly  be,  in  this  country,  inconsistent  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizen ;  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
violation  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  to 
leave  such  a  power  at  the  entire  discretion  of  a 
commissioner ;  but  the  defect  of  the  clause.  Mr.  H. 
said,  was  merely  in  a  verbal  omission^  ana,  should 
certain  words  l>e  inserted,  the  provision  would  be 
made  to  comport  strictly  with  every  part  of  the 
4th  article  of  the  Constitution.  He  moved,  there- 
fore, to  obviate  the  objections  to  the  clause,  to  in- 
sert therein  the  words  of  the  Constitution  which 
had  been  referred  to. 

Mr.  Otis  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment, 
although  h»  did  not  conceive  it  necessary.  The 
hill  permitted!  ^  person  to  be  declared  a  bankrupt 
only  under  oath,  &c.,  but  he  mi^ht  reply,  also  that 
in  referring  to  the  Constitution  it  ought  to  be  taken 
altogether ;  and  in  giving  to  Congress  the  power 
to  enact  a  bankrupt  law,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to 
convey  the  power  of  making  it  efl&cient  It  was 
reasonable  to  suppose,  also,  that  when  the  provision 
was  inserted  in  the  Constitution,  its  framers  had 
in  view  not  a  bankrupt  system  of  France  or  of 
Germany,  but  the  system  of  England,  upon  which 
system  tnis  bill  was  framed,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  amending  the 
clause  as  moved  by  Mr.  Hunter,  and  agreed  to, 
nem,  con.,  by  inserting  after  the  word the  fol- 
lowing words  of  the  Constitution :  ^  on  probable 
cause.,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  by  war- 
rant,'^ to  cause  the  doors,  dec. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb  observed,  that,  however  proper 
it  miffht  be  to  enter  forcibly  the  house  of  the  bank- 
rupt himself ;  yet  it  was  not,  he  conceived,  proper 
for  the  house  of  a  third  person  to  be  subiect  to  such 
violence,  without  notice,  at  least.  He  therefore 
moved  to  insert  in  the  clause  the  words  ''after 
notice  and  demand,  and  refusal  of  entrance  by  the 
owner,  or  occupier ;"  which  motion  was  agreed  to 
without  objection. 

Ob  motion  of  Mr.  Lahhan,  the  word  ''adjudge" 


was  substituted  for  the  word  "  think,"  in  the  same 
clause  of  the  bill,  quoted  above. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  strike  out  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  the  bill  which  is  in  the  following 
words: 

<'That  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
examine*  opon  oath  or  affirmation,  the  wife  of  any 
person  lawfaily  declared  a  bankrupt,  for  discoveiy  of 
such  part  of  his  estate  as  may  be  eoneeated  or  disposed 
of  by  such  wifei  or  by  any  other  penon  ;  and  the  said 
wife  shall  ineor  such  penalties  for  not  appearing  bs- 
fore  the  said  commiastoners,  or  refuaing  to  bs  aworn 
or  affirm,  or  examined,  and  to  snbforibe  h^r  examina* 
tion,  or  for  not  disclosing  the  truth,  as  by  this  act  is 
provided  against  any  other  person  in  like  cases." 

Mr.  W.  in  making  this  motion  observed,  in  sub- 
stance, that  it  would  be  wrong,  in  his  opinion,  to 
adopt  any  legislative  provision  which  should  have 
the  effect  to  light  up  the  torch  of  discord  in  the 
domestic  relations  of  life;  that  the  unfortunate 
wife  would  feel  enough  under  these  circumstances 
of  her  family,  without  being  subiect  to  the  inquisi- 
tion proposed  in  the  section.  The  husband,  toO| 
would  have  enough  to  torture  his  mind  without 
the  reflection  that  his  wife  was  to  be  dragged  for- 
ward^ and  possibly  imprisoned  for  two  years,  on  a 
charge  of  collusion,  dec.  Mr.  W.  conceived  it 
moruly  wrong  that  the  wife  should,  in  any  case, 
be  required  to  testify  against  her  huaoand,  or  chil- 
dren-against  their  {NurenL 

Ml.  PiNKNBY  said,  the  section  violated  all  the 
best  charities  of  life,  without  being  of  any  use  in 
the  system.  If  a  wife  was  sworn,  could  they  ex- 
pect the  truth?  No — they  might  expect  perjury  to 
stain  her  lips.  It  was  one  of  the  inost  sacred 
maxims  of  law  that  a  v^ife  should  not  give  evi- 
dence against  her  husband.  What  wouldoe  crim- 
inal in  another,  in  her  is  innocence.  Mr.  P.  re- 
ferred to  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  truth  of  this 
principle — ^the  case  of  Lavalette.  When  his  wife 
enablra  him  to  escape  from  prison,  disguised  in  her 
clothes,  and  she  remained  m  prison  to  answer  the 
deed^  she  was  not  only  acquitted  bv  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  world,  but  also  by  the  law  of  France; 
it  was  honorable  to  the  law  or  France  that  it  was 
so.    He  hoped  the  section  would  be  expunged. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Diokbbson,  the  third  sectioa 
was  modified  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of 
the  commissioners  and  their  clerk,  ana  their  com* 
pensation  fixed  at  five  dollars  a  day  to  each,  while 
acting,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  bankrupt's  estate.  ^ 

Mr.  Llotu  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
section,  being  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  said  bill : 

'<  That  if  any  person  shall  become  bankrnpt,  and 
«t  such  time,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  bare  in  his  or 
her  possesion  and  deposition  any  goods,  whereof  ho 
or  she  shall  be  reputed  owner,  and  take  upon  him  or 
herself  the  sale^  alteration,  or  dispositkm  thereof,  as 
owner,  the  commissioners  shall  have  power  to  assign 
the  same  (or  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  as  fully  as 
any  other  part  of  the  estote  of  the  bankrnpu" 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this 
motion,  between  Messrs.  Lloyo,  BnaaiLL,  Ma- 
con, Otis,  Wilson,  Eaton,  and  Lanman,  re- 
specting the  construction  whicb  it  would  admit, 
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tluu  wiuok  it  had  reedred  under  the  old  law,  its 
general  operation,  Ac.  Theaectbn  was  finalif 
modtlled  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lankan,  to  read,  '<  by 
tile  colluttTe  oontent  of  the  owner.^' 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  then  moved  to  strike  from  the 
forty-ninth  section  the  foUowing  clause : 

«*  And  if  Mi€^  t«eoant  (sgainsl  the  eommisnoner 
Ibr  sny  thing  ddna  j»d«r  this  met)  be  brooght  in  any 
8tete  coait»  the  same  rosy,  at  any  time  bafbre  iaaoa 
joined,  be  raaoved  Into  the  ciieatt  court  of  the  Unilad 
fttafeSy  in  die  a^na  inantier  and  under  the  aame  leg- 
ulationB,  and  with  the  same  efiecta,  to  all  intents  and 
pur|M>ses,  as  suits  brought  in  a  State  eeurt  against  an 
alien,  or  against  a  citiaen  of  a  State  other  Uian  that 
where  the  suit  is  brought,  msy  now  by  law  be 
Mmovedf 

After  some  conversation  on  die  subjeet,  betureen 
Messrs.  DicKUfifiON,  and  Pinenby,  m  whioh  the 
latter  gentleman  opposed  the  motion— it  was  with«- 
dbrawn  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  LowniE  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  clause ;  whereupon,  a  d^»te  of  considerabfte 
dUEraiioa  ensued,  in  which  the  motion  was  advo^ 
cated  by  Messrs.  Lowaia,  Van  Dtkb,  and  Smitb, 
and  was  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Oria,  Lanm an^  and 
l^tLEN;  and  was  finally  agreed  toby  a  divieion — 
ayes  17,  noes  9. 

Mr.  DtCKBRSON  next  moved  to  add  the  follow- 
ing  provision  to  the  bill  as  a  separate  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thst  ibis  act  diati  con> 
tinuo  and  be  in*fofee  for  the  space  of  five  years  from 
the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thenoe  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  D.  ofifered  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  this 
proposition  to  limit  the  dumtion  of  the  present 
act — and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  item.  am. 

Mr.  PiKKNEY  intimated  that  he  should  take  an 
opportuni^  to  offer  an  amendment  to  that  provi- 
sion whicn  requires  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  creditors  in  number  and  amount,  to  the  dis^ 
charge  of  a  bankrupt ;  after  which. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  Monoay. 


MoNOAY,  March  20. 

The  PaaaiDBNY  communicated  a  repdrt  of  the 
Seeredury  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  oboMence  to  a 
lesolution  of  the  Senate  of  tfie  13th  instant,  cen- 
luing  a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  which 
has  been  sold,  the  quantity  which  remains  unsold, 
and  the  amount  of  sales  in  each  land  district  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively ; 
and  the  xqwrt  was  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Cooxmittee  of  Glaiais. 
to  whom  the  subieet  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunteri  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SonTH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  waa  referred  the  memorial  and  doc* 
vnents  of  James  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  re- 
port;  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialist  be  not  granted,  and  that  he  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial.  The  repcnrt  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  granting  the  right  of  pre-eQipdon  to  ac^ 


tnal  settlers  on  the  public  bads ;  and  die  bill 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  wart 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  mak- 
ing Louisville,  in  the  State  of  feLmtucay,  on  the 
Ohio  river,  a  port  of  entry. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Klliot,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  treaty  to  be  bdd 
with  certain  Indian  tribes,  for  exringuisking  the 
Indian  title  to  all  Ismds  within  the  Gmits  S  the 
State  of  Qeoma,  vras  referred  to  the  Commitlee 
on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  DicKBRBON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  thememoriiU  of  Thomas 
Law,  and  others,  praying  that  the  act  of  Congress 
authorizing  the  sale  of  reservation  No.  10,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  may  be. so  amend^  as  to 
vary  the  orijB^inal  plan,  and  to  appropriate  and  sell 
a  portion  ofthe  street  of  said  citv ;  and  the  memo- 
riu  was  read,  and  referred  to  tne  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Bei^a- 
min  Wells,  John  Wells,  and  John  Webster,  who 
were  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1791,  praying  reli^  in  the  set- 
dement  of  their  accounts;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  E.  De  La 
Francia,  praying  compensation  for  a  quantity  of 
arms,  ammunition,  dbc,  sold  by  him  to  Reooen 
Kemper^  the  agent  of  the  Convention  of  the  State 
of  Fionda,  now  a  part  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  sdect  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Brown,  Bukrill,  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  DicKERsox  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  late  cdlector  of  the  internal  taxes  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying  relief  in  Hie 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  been  robbed  of  a  considerable  sum  of  mo- 
ney, as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ciaims* 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
McNair,  praying  indemnification  for  ^e  loss  of  a 
fiat-bottomed  bcmt,  pressed  into  the  aerviee  of  the 
United  States  by  Robert  Swartwout,  Quarter- 
master General ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  le- 
fened  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  following  Message  was  received  firoiik  the 
PaBainENT  op  the  Unitbu  Statbs  : 
To  the  Senmte  ofthe  United  Statee  .* 

In  eomplisnce  with  s  resolution  ofthe  Senate  of  the 
16th  of  Febratry,  18S0,  requesting  ms  to  cause  to  be 
Isid  before  it  **  tbstrscte  of  tbe  bonds  or  other  soeuri* 
ties  given  under  the  lews  of  tbe  United  States,  bj  tfat 
collectOTs  of  the  customs,  receivers  of  public,  moneyt 
for  lends,  end  registers  of  public  lands ;  paysMolen  in 


625 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRB88. 


62« 


Mabcb,  1830. 


Lofieff  4»  tki  SemmoU  War, 


Sbmats* 


the  aim  J,  and  poiMn  in  th«  navj  who  are  now  in 
office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been  in  office,  and  whoae 
aeoonnts  remain  unaetiled ;  together  with  a  statement 
of  aoch  other  facts  aa  may  tend  to  show  the  expediency 
or  inexpfdiency  of  oo  far  altering  the  lawa  reapecting 
anch  officers,  that  they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for 
lunited  periods,  anbject  to  lemoTal  as  heretofore,"  I 
transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  whieh,  with  the  docnments  accompany- 
ing it,  will  adlleTd  all  the  inftmnation  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
MincH  90»  1880. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report  and  documenta,  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance^  on  the  petition 
of  William  C.  Kaoder ;  and  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  resolution  for  tne  adjournment  of  Congress 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  postponed  until  Thursday  next.  . 

Mr.  JoBNBOMy  of^  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assemblv  of  Louisiana, 
Draying  the  grant  of  certain  lands  tnerein  described, 
for  certain  public  services ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  presented  another  memorial 
of  the  same  Legislature,  respecting  the  land  titles 
in  said  State,  and  praymg  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  adjudicate  the  same; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  panting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land,  was  read 
the  second  time;  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Qovernm&it,  for  the  year  1B2P ;" 
and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Mich- 
'wai  Territory  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and 
lor  other  purposes ;''  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  submitted  the  following  motiwi 
forconsideratioa: 

Buoived^  That  the  President  af  the  United  Stalee 
be  repealed  to  lay  befora  die  Senate  copiea  of  the 
ooireapoiideaee  between  the  Mtnistera  or  other  ag eaia 
ef  the  United  Suiee,  and  the  Mioiatera  or  Qovemmeat 
of  Sweden,  relative  to  seisarea,  aeqaestrations^  or  con- 
^Mationa  of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  ciidsena  of 
the  Uxuted  Statea,  under  the  authority  of  Sweden  or 
of  France,  while  the  French  were  in  poaseasion  of 
Pomeranie  or  other  territories  of  Sweden ;  or  of  so 
aach  of  said  correspondence  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the 
pnbUc  interest. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  noaking  appropriations 
for  the  aupport  of  Government  for  the  year  1S20," 


was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York^  moved  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Clamis  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  (which 
prays  the  adjustment  of  a  Revolutionary  contract 
tor  supplying  the  army,  and  the  payment  of  a  cer- 
tain sum  under  that  contract,  &c.,)  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  to  allow  the  petitioners  their  just 
proportion  of  the  damages  recovered  of  them  hf 
the  sub-contractors,  with  interest  thereon  from  the 
date  of  payment 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  King  went  inta 
the  history  of  the  claim  and  its  merits;  into  the 
examination  of  which,  and  explanations  of  the 
views  taken  of  it  by  the  Committee  of  Clainu, 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Wilson  also  entered;  after 
which  the  motion  was  agreed'to. 

LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  maJce  ooispeiiiatioa  for 
horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed, in  the  Seminole  war,  was  read  a  Ihiid 
time. 

Mr.  Plbasahts  moved  that  the  bill  be  recoo^ 
mitted  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  so 
to  amend  the  same  that  the  proper  aocottfitisff  offi- 
cers be  instructed  to  deduct  from  the  valueof  eack 
horse  the  amount  received,  or  whieh  each  pro- 
prietor is  authc^ized  to  reoeive,  for  the  use  SAd 
risk  of  the  same. 

This  motion  brought  on  a  short  debate  on  tlie 
merits  of  the  bill^  between  Mr.  Plbabamts,  in  op- 
position to  it  in  Its  present  shape,  and  Mr.  kAT0« 
and  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  Tennessee,  in  support  of 
the  bill^-the  £rst  named  gentlenum  coatendiiig 
that  it  was  not  proper  that  the  volunteers  ahooS 
receive  pay  for  the  risk  and  use  of  the  hones, 
amoimting  in  many  instances  to  the  entire  valne 
of  the  hone,  and  then  ^'be  paid  in  addition  the 
full  nriee  in  case  of  the  loss  of  the  horse ;  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  Government  in  the 
first  instauee  to  buy  the  horses,  and,  after  per- 
forming the  serviccL  sell  such  as  were  left,  oc: 
and  that  if  this  bill  must  pass,  the  amount  paid 
the  men  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horses  ought, 
in  justice,  to  be  deducted  from  the  valuation,  dbc. 
It  was  not  just  either  that  the  price  of  the  horse 
should  be  estimated  at  his  yalue  when  he  entered 
the  service,  b«t  according  to  his  worth  after  he 
had  performed  the  service  for  which  the  per  diem 
allowance  of  forty  cents  was  intended  to  oay,  &c. 

Mr.  £atom  thought  it  incorrect  as  well  as  mm- 
usual  to  bring  forward  such  a  motion  on  the  third 
reading  of  die  bill  after  it  had  been  fully  discussed, 
and  its  principles  understood  and  sanctional  by  a 
majority  of  the  Senate.  The  documents  lately 
printed  by  the  other  House  disclosed  but  one  fact 
that  bore  on  the  subject — that  in  relation  to  the 
pay  for  clothing ;  that  this  fact  was  now  provided 
for  in  the  bill,  and  that  it  might  be  very  safely 
left  to  the  accotmting  officers  of  the  Treasurr. 
From  a  full  and  impartial  examination  of  the  wuh 
ject  Mr.  E.  believed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
most  equitable,  and  that  justice  would  not  be  done 
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to  a  large  and  patriotic  class  of  citizens  unless  it 
were  passed.  He  took  a  view  of  the  act  of  1817,  au- 
thorizing this  force,  to  show  that  the  claims  grew 
out  of  a  fair  contract  with  the  Goyernment,  and 
that  the  faith  of  the  Grovemment  would  be  rio- 
lated  unless  they  were  paid ;  that  the  per  diem 
allowance  was  merely  for  the  risk  of  casualties 
and  wear  and  tear  of  the  horses — not  to  indemnifv 
their  loss  when  that  loss  was  produced  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Gorernment  to  provide  subsistence  for 
them,  ice. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  observed  that  the 
first  law  passed  to  make  compensation  for  horses 
killed  in  battle  was  in  1795 — the  horses  were 
valued  at  the  time  they  went  into  the  service. 
The  law  of  1816  was  in  conformity  to  the  law  of 
1795  and  the  practice  under  it ;  and  this  bill  ac- 
corded with  the  laws  and  with  the  usage  of  the 
country  down  to  the  present  time ;  and  why,  he 
wished  to  know,  was  an  invidious  distinction  now 
to  be  made  between  the  claims  of  Tennessee  and 
those  heretofore  allowed  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
Union?  Such  a  distinction,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
unjust  and  impolitic*  And  what,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Tennessee,  under  a 
sense  of  so  invidious  and  bniust  a  distinction? 
The  former  laws  granting  similar  indemnity  were 
received  with  universal  approbation  by  the  people, 
and  as  there  was  no  ^ooo  reason  for  withholdmg 
the  same  measure  of  justice  in  this  case  as  in 
others,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  pass. 

Mr.  Pleasants  assured  the  gentleman  that  he 
was  as  free  from  prejudice  in  tne  present  case  as 
any  man  in  the  Senate.  So  far  from  wishing  to 
make  an  invidious  distinction  against  the  people 
of  Tennessee,  he  said  they  had  proved  in  the  late 
war  with  Ei4;land,  as  well  as  in  the  wars  with 
the  Indians,  that  their  valor  entitled  them  to  the 
highest  nicne  in  the  temple  of  American  fame. 
He  proceeded  to  say  that  he  vras  not  present  when 
the  Dill  was  discussed  on  the  second  reading^  and 
had  no  wish  to  throw  unnecessarv  obstacles  m  its 
way.  But  he  did  think  that  wnen  these  volun- 
teers got  paid  the  full  value  of  the  services  of  their 
horses  they  had  been  paid  enough ;  and  if  they 
were  now  to  receive  tne  full  price  for  those  lost, 
the  former  allowance  ought  to  be  deducted,  or 
that  the  value  ou^ht  to  he  estimated  when  they 
came  out  of  service,  not  when  they  went  in,  be- 
cause the  diminished  value  produced  by  the  ser- 
vice had  been  paid  for  by  the  daily  compensa* 
tion,  &c. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied,  and  Mr.  Pleasants  re- 
joined— each  supporting  the  opinions  they  had 
advanced. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  Mr.  Pleasants's 
motion,  it  was  negatived  without  a  division ;  and 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  this  bill,  and  proceeded  in 
the  consideration  of  its  details,  to  wnich  two  or 
three  amendments  were  ofiered  and  discussed,  by 
Messrs.  Pleasants,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Lanman, 
and  Van  Dtke. 


Mr.  Otis  rose  to  ofier  an  amendment,  not  so 
much  from  his  own  conviction  of  its  necessity,  ai 
from  the  expressed  wi.sh  of  a  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, (Mr.  PiNKNET,)  who  had  on  Friday  inti- 
mated an  intention  of  oflfering  it  himself  to-day, 
but  was  now  absent  It  had  often,  perhaps  almost 
invariably,  been  the  case,  as  was  stated  Last  week 
bv  Mr.  P.,  that  banks,  either  from  the  indispensa- 
ble nature  of  their  rules,  or  some  other  cause,  had 
refused  to  sign  the  certificate  to  discharge  a  bank- 
rupt ;  and  as  the  bill  required  the  consent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  creditors,  in  amount  as  well  as  in 
number,  and  as  banks  were  generally  very  large 
creditors,  this  provision  of  the  bill,  if  unmodifira, 
might  operate  very  hardly  on  those  who  should 
become  'me  subject  of  it.  Mr.  O.  therefore  moved 
a  proviso  to  the  end  of  the  37th  section,  requiring, 
in  substance,  that  when  any  body  corporate  or 
politic  shall  be  a  creditor  of  a  bankrupt,  when  its 
consent  alone  is  necessary  to  make  up  two-thirds 
for  the  discharge  of  the  said  bankrupt,  that  the 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  require  said 
corporation  to  appear  before  them  and  show  cause 
wherefore  they  refuse  consent ;  and  if  they  shall 
fail  to  show  sufiScient  cause,  in  the  fraud  or  mis- 
management of  the  said  bankrupt,  that  their  re- 
fusal shall  not  hinder  the  discharge,  dbc. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  observed,  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  two-thirds  of  the  creditors,  in  number,  being 
made  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  debtor, 
but  he  doubted  whether  it  was  proper  to  require 
two-thirds  in  value  also ;  he  thereiore  movol  to 
amend  the  37th  section,  by  striking  out  the  words 
<<  in  value,''  so  as  to  entitle  the  l&nkrapt  to  his 
discharge  on  two-thirds  in  number  of  his  creditors 
signing  the  certificate.  If  this  amendment  should 
prevail,  Mr.  Van  D.  said  he  intended  to  enlarge  the 
sum  due  to  the  assenting  creditors,  (now  fiitv  dol- 
lars each,  hj  the  bill,)  so  as  to  combine  fairly  the 
principle  or  number  and  value. 

Mr.  Bcrrill  thoughl  the  bill  made  it  easy 
enough  already  for  a  debtor  to  obtain  a  certificate 
of  discharge,  and  he  would  rather  make  it  more 
difi&cult  than  less  so.  By  reouirin^  the  consent  of 
two-thirds  in  amount,  as  well  as  m  number,  Mr. 
B.  thought  it  would  operate  in  a  salutary  manner 
on  men  in  business,  as  they  would  know  that  un- 
less they  managed  their  affairs  with  fairness  and 
propriety,  it  would  be  difi&cult  to  obtain  a  release 
m  case  of  bankruptcy.  A  creditor,  he  thought,  to 
the  amount  of  $ii) flOO,  ouffht  to  have  a  greater 
weijght  in  the  question  of  release  than  one  of  $50; 
which  opinion  Mr.  B.  argued  at  some  length  to 
support.  By  requiring  tM  consent  of  two-thirds 
in  number  only,  it  would  enable  a  few  friends, 
small  creditors,  to  release  a  debtor  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  those  to  whom  he  was  chiefly  indebted. 
The  bill  guarded  against  this.  X^^re  would  be 
frauds  enough  under  the  bill  even  as  it  was,  Mr. 
B.  said,  and  he  would  not  increase  the  facility  of 
committing  them,  but  would  prefer  giving  the  bill 
additional  checks  against  it,  oLc. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  remarked  that,  according  to  the 
view  he  took  of  this  system,  it  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  debtor  as  well  as  the  creditor;  and  he  ar- 
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gued  to  show  that,  when  a  man  had  failed  in  busi- 
ness and  giren  up  his  all,  there  ought  not  to  be 
too  many  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  his  refi- 
toration  to  society,  to  activity,  and  to  use^lness, 
if  it  should  appear  that  he  had  conducted  himself 
with  fairness ;  this  effect,  by  the  bill  as  it  stood, 
miff ht  be  prevented  by  a  single  obstinate  or  inex- 
oraole  creditor,  and  operate  a  great  hardship  on 
the  debtor.  Should  his  views  1^  deemed  correct, 
the  minimum  required  might  be  increased  from 
950  to  $100,  or  even  200. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL  rejoined,  that  another  reason  op- 
posed to  this  amendment  was,  that  it  would  create 
an  inducement  in  a  debtor,  foreseeing  that  he 
should  fail,  to  contract  m^ny  small  debts  among 
his  friends — and  they  might  be  bona  fide  debts 
too — and  enable  them  to  out-poll  his  large  credi- 
tors. This  certainly  ought  not  to  be  encouraged. 
Mr.  B.  thought  the  bill,  as  reported,  was  framed 
with  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  of  both  parties,  and 
to  guard  both  parties  against  fraud  and  injustice. 
He  was  afraid,  moreover,  that  the  amendment 
would  endanger  the  bill  itself.  This,  he  contend- 
ed, was  strictly  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
although  honest  debtors  would  be  incidentally  ben- 
efitted by  its  provisions. 

Mr.  VAN  Ijyke  again  spoke  to  show  that  there 
were  other  nrovisions  of  the  bill  which  would  pre- 
vent the  baa  effect  which  it  was  apprehended  his 
amendment  would  produce. 

Mr.  Otis  observed  that  this  bill,  like  all  others 
of  an  important  nature,  embracing  maiiy  provis- 
ions, would  be  objected  to  and  supported  upon  I 
principles  precisely  opposite  to  eacn  other — one 
said  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  debtors ;  another,  that 
it  was  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  &c.  It  could 
not  be  expected,  Mr.  O.  said,  to  make  the  system 
perfect  in  the  outset ;  he  had  himself  agreed  to 
amendments  which  he  doubted  the  propriety  of; 
but  he  wished  to  make  it  acceptable  to  all ;  to  put 
it  into  operation,  and  improve  it  as  experience 
might  point  out;  he  would  take  advantage  of  the 
experience  of  other  nations,  who  he  was  willing 
should  be  pioneers  in  the  system.  Mr.  O.  entered 
into  a  brief  view  of  the  section,  to  show  that  it 
was  devised  with  ah  equitable  regard  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  debtors  and  creditors,  and  the 
just  influence  both  of  the  number  and  value  of 
debts. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  stated^  that  he  was  in  favor  of  this 
bill,  because  he  conceived  it  intended  to  insure  an 
equality  of  rights,  and  add  to  the  security  of  cred- 
itors ;  and  he  could  not  consent  to  open  the  door 
any  wider,  or  permit  anv  additional  facilities  for 
the  release  of  debtors.  He  entered  into  an  exam- 
ination of  the  section  to  obviate  the  objections 
urged  against  it  by  Mr.  Van  Dyite  ;  and  argued 
to  prove  that  the  effect  of  the  amendment  woiild 
be  to  afford  a  greater^facility  to  the  commission  of 
fraud,  under  a  system,  by  which  it  was  perhaps 
impossible  to  prevent  it  entirely ;  but  a^nst  which 
it  was  proper  to  guard  as  far  as  practicable,  dbc. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  observed  that  this  was  a  bill 
with  a  double  aspect,  looking  both  to  the  interest 
of  the  debtor  ana  the  creditor — and  he  presumed 
the  National  Legislature  would  never  consent  to 


subject  a  debtor  to  the  scrotiny,  the  inquisition,  the 
penalties,  and  all  the  circumstances  required  by 
the  bill,  without  providing  for  hts  ultimate  relief, 
by  affording  a  reasonable  security  for  his  release 
from  his  creditors.  There  was,  he  believed,  as 
little  probability  of  fraud  with  this  amendment  as 
without  it^  and  it  was  certainly  equitable  towards 
the  debtor.  If  found  to  be  inexpedient  in  its  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  as  easy  to  repeal  it  as  to  enact 
it  hereaf^r,  if  found  necessary,  &c. 

Mr.  DicKBRsoN  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
He  would  appeal  as  little  as  possible  to  the  oath 
of  the  debtor,  and  offer  as  few  motives  as  possible 
to  the  commission  of  fraud.  He  wished  the  cred- 
itors to  have  a  fair  and  equitable  voice  in  the 
release  of  the  debtor,  which  he  believed  would  not 
be  the  clise  if  the  amendment  prevailed.  In  fact 
if  the  bill  were  relaxed,  as  to  the  debtors,  he  should 
be  oblieed,  he  feared,  to  vote  against  its  passage. 
He  had  witnessed  the  operation  of  the  former  law,, 
and  he  was  sure,  from  his  knowledge  of  that  act, 
that  this  amendment  would  produce  more  harm 
than- good.  ' 

Mr.  Lam  MAN  was  compelled  also  to  differ  from 
the  mover  of  this  amendment  The  insolvent  acts 
of  the  Eastern  States  had  almost  always  given 
equality  to  the  ntimber  and  the  value  of  debts  in 
the  discharge  of  the  debtor:  in  New  York,  the 
old  insolvent  law,  which  had  discharged  more 
debtors  perhaps  than  any  other  in  the  union,  re^ 
quired  ttie  consent  of  three-fourths  in  value  and 
number,  8o  that  the  apprehension  that  this  section, 
requiring  two-thirds  only,  would  present  too  many 
obstacles  to  the  release  of  debtors,  was  not  weu 
founded.  Mr.  L.  said  he  was  in  favor  of  this  bill, 
because  it  would  have  the  effect  to  limit  the  prac- 
tice of  credit,  and  would  tend  to  keep  men  within 
their  own  means  r  this  he  thought  the  true  reason 
for  a  bankrupt  law ;  and  the  consequence  would 
be,  that  there  would  not  be  many  larse  creditors- 
men  would  be  afraid  to  become  so.  Mr.  L.  argued 
at  some  length  to  illustrate  these  opinions — ob- 
serving, in  tne  course  of  his  remarks,  that  the 
reason  why  banks  had  declined  to  consent  to  the 
discharge  of  bankrupts,  might  be  attiibuted  to  the 
circumstance,  that  m  debts  to  banks  there  were 
other  persons  (the  endorsers)  also  responsible  with 
the  bankrupt,  and  a  release  of  the  bankrupt  might 
alter  that  responsibility  and  other  rights,  «c.  The 
useful  effect  of  thn  bill,  Mr.  L.  repeated,  would  be 
to  keep  men  within  their  real  means  and  true 
capacity  for  business,  and  prevent  them  from  run- 
ning into  debt,  by  deterring  others  from  giving 
credit  extensively  or  lightly.  The  system  would 
become  woven  into  the  concerns  of  society ;  every 
person  would  square  his  business  and  his  policy  bv 
the  frame  and  policy  of  this  great  system,  which 
seemed  to  have  entered  so  prominently  into  the 
views  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  dbc. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  was  averse  to  pressing  his 
amendment  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  his 
friends,  so  general^  expressed ;  and  would,  there- 
fore, for  the  present,  withdraw  it ;  intimating  that 
he  would,  when  the  subject  next  came  up,  propose 
an  amendment  of  mucn  importance  in  this  sys- 
tem— ^which  was,  to  extend  its  provisions  to  the 
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▼oluntBry  aoeeptanoe  of  otiier  claases,  not  now 
comprehended  in  the  hill. 
The  hill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tdebday,  March  21. 

Mr.  LowRiB,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instrueted  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makinr 
provision,  by  law,  for  the  payment  to  the  sevenu 
deputy  surreyors  in  the  Missouri  Territory  full 
compensation  for  certain  serrioes,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  reaoluttoii,  that  the  committee 
be  discnarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  unfaToralue  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  QeoTge  Mayfield,  (who  prays  that  a  cer- 
tain grant  of  land,  made  to  himself  and  others  by 
the  Creek  Indians,  during  the  negotiation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  m  August,  1614,  may  be 
confirmed ;)  which  was  read. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
the  public  land,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  the  sub- 
iect  of  British  claims  to  lands  in  Hancock  and 
Jackson  counties,  in  said  State ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  amd  r^erred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  8th  ultimo,  the  memorial  of 
E.  H.  Bay  and  others,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  relating  to  ^tish  grants  of 
land,  were  dischiuved  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
latf  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
Herington,  and  also  the  petition  of  Elisha  He- 
rtngton  and-  others,  of  Illinois,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  their  titles  to  oertain  lands ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan 
Territory  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judioiary. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  making  further  appro- 
priation for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the  CcqMtorand  other  public  buildings," 
was  reiui  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13th  instant,  for  an  additional  rule 
to  regulate  the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dykb, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June  next. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 


Buohed,  Tbst  the  Gooimittee  on  PaUie  BniUiaci 
be  ioFtrucAad  to  inquire  into  the  expedieBej  ef  enlacg- 
ing  the  galleries  in  the  Senate  chanber,  so  aa  to  nnder 
them  aaitable  for  the  comfortable  and  conTonioBt  ac- 
commodation of  Buch  persons  aa  may  thiak  picfwr  to 
attend  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter,  and 
also  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bin  grantins  the  ri^ht  of  pre-emption  to 
actual  settlers  on  the  pubhc  lands  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commkiee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  publication  of  part  of.  the  secret  journal 
of  Congress  under  the  Articles  of  Confedention, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart ;  and,  the 
same  having  been  amended,  it  was  resolred  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  thai  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of^  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  made  some  progress  therein. 

CLAIMS  ON  SWEDEN. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Burrill,  was  taken  up  for  ooBsidoation: 

JResoived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  Minieters  or  other  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Ministers  or  CSovera* 
ment  of  Sweden,  relatfve  to  seitaree,  se^ueotratioB^ 
or  confiscations  of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  dti- 
aeas  of  tbe  United  States,  under  the  authority  d* 
Sweden  or  of  France,  while  the  French  weie  ia  poo- 
session  of  Pomerania  or  other  territories  of  Sweden  ( 
or  of  so  mach  of  eaid  corveqiondenoe  as  maj,  in  Iha 
opinion  of  tbe  President,  be  oommuBiGated  withoot 
injury  to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL  would  only  remark,  in  eaqplaaation 
of  hi6  motion,  that  it  would  be  recollected  he  had, 
early  in  the  session,  presented  memorials  £rom  a 
number  of  merchants,  who  had  suffered  depneda- 
dons  on  tibeir  property  at  the  time  that  the  ^ench 
made  an  irruption  into  the  Swedish  territory ;  that 
when  the  country  was  restored  to  Sweden,  instead 
of  restoring  the  vessels^  dec.,  which  had  been 
seized  by  me  French,  to  their  owners,  the  King 
ordered  the  property  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
placed  in  his  treasury.  The  merchants,  though 
they  were  greatly  injured  by  the  sale,  yet  asked, 
not  full  ixufenuutv,  but  merely  for  the  amount  or 
the  proceeds;  ancL  though  the  King  of  Sweden 
had  never  denied  tne  equity  of  their  claim,  he  had 
neyer  granted  their  petition.  It  was  proper  for 
Congress  to  decide  what  ste^  if  any,  were  proper 
to  obtain  justioe  for  their  fellow-citizens;  and, 
with  that  view,  he  wished  the  information  re^ 
quested  in  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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BANKBUPT  BILL. 

TheSeftaterestuned,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Kmo^  of  Alabama,  in  die  ehair,  theoonsidera- 
tkm  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Van  EhrKs,  in  p«a««iance  of  the  intention 
which  he  intimated  yesterday,  rose  and  offered  the 
ft>)lowing  additional  section  to  the  bill : 

And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  tny  peraon  raid- 
mg  within  the  United  States,  being  imprisoned  by  vir- 
ttie  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of  record, 
without  his  own  proctMrement  or  consont,  in  any  civil 
niit  insfkiited  fbr  the  recovery  of  nonoy  doe  on  con- 
tract, to  the  amottnt  of  two  hondred  doflar%  or  being 
ndebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the  sam  of  one  thou- 
sand  dollar ■»  or  to  two  or  more*  crediton  whoos  debia 
together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hnadred  ddfara,  may 
hsooBM  a  volmtaiy  bankrupt,  by  preasnliag  a  petition 
ts  either  of  the  judges  afoi«sftid»  within  the  district 
within  which  he  is  imprisoned,  or  wiifain  which  he  has 
resided  for  six  months  next  preceding,  setting  forth 
tbst  he  ia  desirous  of  taking  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and 
acknowledging  himself  a  bankrupt;  and  upon  the  hear* 
ing  of  the  said  petition  if  the  said  judge  shall  be  sat- 
iified  that  the  petitioner  is  imprisoned,  or  is  indebted 
in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  then  the  said  judge 
shall  adjudge  the  petitioner  to  be  a  bankrupt,  and  ahall 
thereupon  appoint  commissioners  in  the  case  of  such 
bankrupt  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  is  by  this  act 
directed  where  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been 
issued ;  and  the  fike  further  proceedings  shall  be  had 
ia  relation  to  eoeh  voluntary  bankrupt  and  his  estate 
in  aB  respeets  as  are  by  this  act  provided  in  relation  to 
a  person  agrainat  whom  a  commissttra  of  imnkrttptey 
hss  been  adversarily  piosecnied  under  this  act— -and 
snob  voluntary  bank^pt,  complying  with  the  several 
provbions  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  reeervo 
a  certificate  of  dischiivse  from  cither  of  said  judges, 
upon  the  saaae  terms,  and  in  the  sanio  form,  as  certifi- 
cates are  gmnted  to  involoatavy. bankrupts  under  this 
act;  and  such  certificate  shall  have  the  same  loroe  and 
sfiect,  in  ail  reapdcis,  aa  oerttficalea  granted  to  other 
persons  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Bub  ri  ll  sn^Kesled  whether  the  amendment 
did  not  go  leather  Sian  the  morer  intended.  It 
appewed  to  Mr.  B.  to  extend  to  all  who  had  here- 
torore  taken  the  benefit  of  insolvent  laws^  and 
would  operate  ^  a  sort  of  general  jail  delivery, 
ft  also  comprehended  persons  of  every  description, 
merchants  as  well  as  others,  which  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  that  ap- 
plied to  merchants,  with  or  without  their  consent, 
and  to  cases  of  future  trading  only.  The  amend- 
ment was  an  entirely  new  system,  Mr.  B.  said, 
sad  a  new  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  thought  the 
amendtneat  too  important  to  he  acted  on  without 
a  fuU  examination,  the  hill  was  poatponed  until  to- 
morrow, and  the  amendment  oraered  to-be  pnnted. 


WsnNBfiOAY,  March  22. 

The  Senate  resttned  the  consideration  of  the 
re|Kirt  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  who 
were  instmcted,  by  a  reaoltttion  of  the  Senate,  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provision 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  Mvevgl  deputy  tmw 
veyoiB  in  the  Missonri  TelnlDry  foM  compensation 


lor  certain  aerrlces}  and,  in  eoncumsoe  thorewith, 
resolved  that  the  committee  be  diwsharged  fimm 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  vras  referred  the 
petition  of  €leorge  Mayfield ;  and,  In  oonenireBae 
therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  vnthdraw 
hispetition. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1819,  the  memorial  of  James 
Smith  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  compensation  for  certain  claims  on  the 
Government  of  France ;  and  the  report  was  read, 
as  fioUows : 

BsrAaTirxvY  op  Stats, 

WiBBisroTov,  March  90. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1819,  by  a  reaoltttion  of  tho  Senate,  the'  memo- 
rial of  James  Smitii  and  others  was  referred,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  following  report : 

Tho  claims  ^  the  memorialists  belong  to  a  dass 
which  among  many  others  hsB  been  repeatedly,  and 
very  eamestiy,  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Oor- 
emment  of  Prance.  Copies  are  herewith  rabmitted  to 
tho  Senate  of  4ie  correspondence  between  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and  the  Miniiter  of 
Foreign  Relations  upon  the  sntject,  before  and  slnee 
the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  Department* 
From  the  grounds  of  resistance  to  the  claims  most 
loeently  assumed  on  the  part  of  the  French  Gorern-  - 
ment,  it  would  appear,  that  any  refief  which  the  me- 
morialists may-  be  entitled  to  expect,  can  result  only 
from  measures  within  the  exclusive  competency  of  the 
legislative  authority. 

JOHN  QDINCT  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Sanforu,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  Umted  States  for  the  year  1820,"  rei)orted  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  also  communicated  certain  doQU^- 
ments  in  relation  thereto,  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  he  printed  for  tne  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  dlst  instant^  for  instnictiag  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  ^dlargins  the  galleries  in  the  Sennle 
Chamber,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  DiCKERftON,  from  the  Committee -on  Com«- 
merce  and  Munufaoturea.  to  whom  the  snijiaet 
was  rdenred,  reported  a  bill  ^[ranting  certain  .privi^ 
1^;qb  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  Ncmt 
xoA^ and  the  bill  was  read, aad  pa»ed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  RonsnTa.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  whom  the  subieet  was  refrrred,  reported  a  hiu 
for  the  relief  of  tde  legal  representatives  of  Tenoh 
Fraaciib  deceased;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resnoaed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considemtioa  of  the  bill  {HroTiding  fiar 
the  better  organisation  of  the  Treasury  D^vtr 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideretion  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-flMxrow. 
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Mr.  Barbour  sabmitted  the  foUowing  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  ioqnire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
nrO¥ifion  for  satiefjiog  the  unlocated  land  warrants 
MMied  to  the  officers  aod  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line, 
on  Bute  establishment,  daring  the  Revolutionary  war. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  as  follows : 

8xc.  65.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son residing  within  the  United  Slates,  being  imprironed 
by  virtue  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of  record, 
without  bis  own  procurement  or  consent,  in  any  civil 
suit  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  money  due  on  a 
bona  fide  contract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  beibg  indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  creditors 
whose  debts  together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  may  become  a  voluntary  bankrupt,  by  presentr 
ing  a  petition  to  either  of  the  judges  aforesaid,  within 
the  district  within  which  be  is  imprisoned,  or  within 
which  be  has  resided  for  six  months  next  preceding, 
setting  forth  that  he  is  desirous  of  taking  the  benefit 
of  this  act,  and  acknowledging  himself  a  bankrupt ; 
and,  upon  the  hesring  ff  the  said  petition,  if  the  said 
judges  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is  impris- 
oned, or  is  indebted  in  the  manner  abovementioned, 
then  the  said  judge  shall  adjudge  the  petitioner  to  be 
a  bankrupt,  and  shall  thereupon  appoint  commission- 
ers in  the  case  of  such  bankrupt,  in  the  same  manner 
and  form  as  is  by  this  act  directed,  where  a  commission 
of  bankruptcy  has  been  issued,  and  the  like  further 
proceedings  shall  be  had  in  relation  to  such  voluntary 
bankrupt,  and  his  estate,  in  all  respects,  as  are  by  this 
act  provided,  in  relation  to  a  person  against  whom  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  hss  been  adversarily  prose- 
cnted  under  this  act;  and  such  voluntary  bankrupt, 
complying  with  the  several  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  entitled  to,  and  receive,  a  certificate  of  discharge 
ffom  either  of  said  judges,  upon  the  same  terms  and 
in  the  same  form  as  certificates  are  granted  to  invol- 
untary bankrupts  under  this  act ;  and  such  certificate 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  ellect,  in  all  respects,  as 
certificates  granted  to  other  persons  by  virtue  of  this 
act. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  briefly  stated  the  object  of  his 
amendment,  and  the  propriety  and  justice  of  ex- 
tending the  system  to  other  classes,  under  certain 
cireumstanc^  and  with  their  own  consent,  who 
are  not  now  included  in  the  bill,  which  applies  only 
to  merchants  or  traders. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  spoke  to  show  that  a 
bankrupt  law,  applying  peculiarl^rand  solely  to  per- 
sons in  txade,  was  the  only  kind  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Constiiution ;  that  therefore  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  be  exercising  a  power 
which,  if  not  left  to  the  States^  did  not  reside  in 
Congress,  and  was  unconstitational.  He  argued 
at  some  length  also  in  support  of  the  policy,  expe- 
diency, justice,  and  necessity  of  the  enactment  of 
a  system  such  as  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Hunter  had  agreed  with  Mr.  Kino  in  his 
Constitutional  view  of  the  subject ;  but,  inasmuch 


as  the  Supreme  Court  had  pronoimced  an  opinioD 
that  the  enactment  of  a  bankrupt  system,  embrac- 
ing the  principle  contained  in  tne  amenchnent,  did 
not  exceed  the  Constitutional  powers  of  Con^reaii 
they  were  bound  to  consider  the  power  as  residing 
in  the  Legislature.  He  approved  the  object  of  the 
amendment,  and  as  there  was  no  Constitutional 
bar  interposed,  he  advocated  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Mellen,  and  Mr.  Burrill,  op- 
posed the  amendment  much  at  length,  on  theground 
of  its  inexpediency,  and  of  the  impropriety  of  in- 
corporating such  a  feature  in  the  present  fauL 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  argued,  also  at  some  len^^th,  in 
support  of  the  constitutionality,  the  expediency, 
and  the  equity  of  his  amendment,  and  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Kino  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Smith,  also  advocated 
the  amendment.  Though  not  friendly  to  the  bill, 
the  amendment  would  make  it  much  less  excep- 
tionable to  them. 

Mr.  Mellen,  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  to  cases  of  insolvency 
which  had  already  occurred,  and  to  prevent  its 
prospective  operation  altogether,  moved  so  to  mod- 
ify it. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without  count 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing;  to  Mr. 
Van  Dyke's  amendment,  it  was  decidra  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Di^arson,  Eaton, 
Elliott,  Gail  lard.  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Ragles,  Smith,  Stokea, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  ]>yke.  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Wilson^35. 

Nats — Messrs.  BnrriU,  Dana,   Edwards,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Otis,  Parrolt, 
Banford,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Williams  of  Miasii- 
aippi — 18. 

Mr.  Lloyo  then  moved  to  add  to  the  36th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  the  following  proviso : 

That  soch  discharge  of  any  bankrnpt  ahaU  not  re- 
lease, discharge,  or  in  any  manner  impair  any  debt 
due  or  to  become  due  from  such  bankrupt  to  any  par- 
son or  persons  not  liable  to  a  commission  of  involun- 
tary bankruptcy,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  who 
may  not  have  become  a  bankrupt  under  this  act ;  bat 
every  such  debt,  or  such  part  thereof  as  remains  un- 
satisfied under  said  commission  of  bankruptcy,  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no 
such  certificate  of  bankruptcy  bad  been  granted. 

But  before  any  question  was  taken  on  this 
amendment,  the  bill  was  postponed  imtil  to-mor- 
row. 

ADJUSTMENT  OF  LAND  CLAIM& 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri 
Territory,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  bv  the  Committee  on  Pubbc  Lands. 

A  jgood  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  the  de- 
tails of  this  bill  and  amendments  offered  to  it ;  in 
which  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Brown,  Lowrib,  and  Rcgqles,  took 
part.    In  the  course  of  which  the  bill  wms  so  amend- 
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ed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  as  to  make  it 
applicable  to  Louisiana  exciusirely ;  on  the  ground 
that  other  and  additional  provisions  were  neee&- 
ary  for  Missouri  and  Arkansas ;  and  that,  as  a  bill 
on  the  same  subject  was  now  befor*  the  House  of 
Representatiyes,  the  Delegates  from  those  Terri- 
tories would  hare  such  provisions  inserted  as  were 
requisite  and  proper. 

Before  the  bill  was  completed,  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment  had  arrived ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

Mr.  Sanford  communicated  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  rec- 
ommending^ such  revision  and  regulation  of  the 
pesent  tariff  as  shall  tend  so  muon  to  reduce  the 
unportations  of  foreign  goods  as  shall  effectually 
jirotect  our  own  manufactures ;  and  the  resolu^ 
tions  were  read. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Sismund 
Basey,  of  Indiana,  praying  the  grant  of  a  certain 
portion  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  grist 
and  saw  mill  thereon ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Ckimmittee.on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill. which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and  for 
the  District  of  Maine,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the'  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainis, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  the  said 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Bbenezer  Stevens  and 
others,  with  certain  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  kgal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  making  further  appropriations  for  contin- 
uing the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitoi  and  other  public  buildings,'^  reported  the 
nme  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  took  up  tne  resolution-^  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Barboi7r,  directing  the  Land 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedienev  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  satisfying  unlocated  land  war- 
rants issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  State  establishment,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  some  facts 
connected  with  the  inquiry,  for  the  information  of 
the  committee;  the  reasons  which  rendered  the 
inquiry  necessary  at  this  late  day;  why  it  had 
never  oeen  fully  decided  by  Congress,  *&c. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  wm.  am, ' 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  T^i^tt^  Francis,  deceased ;  and  also  the  bill 
nantiog  certain  privileffes  to  the  Ocean  Steam- 
ship Company,  of  New  York,  were  severally  read 
the  aecona  time. 


Mr.  Pleabahts,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Harriet  Shackerly,  and  other  children  A  Peter 
Shackerly,  who  was  slain  on  board  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, when  that  ship  was  attacked  by  the  British 
frigate  Leopard,  and  praying  some  relief,  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

JAMES  BROWN. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
unfavoraole  to  the  petition  of  James  Brown,  of 
Tennessee,  (prayinj^  the  enactment  of  a  law  to 
change  the  venue  uom  Ohio,  in  a  prosecution  by 
him,  against  certain  citizens  of  Ohio,  for  rescuing 
from  the  petitioner  certain  Grerman  redemptioners, 
which  hehad  purchased  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
carrying  home,  and  for  committing  other  injuries 
on  the  petitioner,  for  which  injuries  he  cannot, 
from  the  influence  of  prejudice,  obtain  justice  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,)  was  read. 

Mr.  Eaton  remarked,  that  this  was  a  case  of 
considerable  importance;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  provisions  for  similar  cases,  rarely  as  it 
is  believed  they  occur,  by  a  general  act,  and  to 
bring  the  subject  fully  before  the  Senate,  he  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  wai  referred  the  petition  of  Jamee  Brown, 
be  recommitted,  and  that  tbey  be  inatracted  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing,  upon  i nfficient  representation 
before  tho  judge  or  judgea,  where  any  auit  may  be 
hereafter  pending*  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot 
be  had  in  said  State,  a  change  of  venae  to  aome  ad- 
joining State,  free  from  the  like  exception. 

Upon  this  proposition  a  debate  of  considerate 
duration  ensued,  which  turned  principally  on  the 
expediency  of  making  general  regulations,  growing 
out  of  individual  cases — ^the  correctness  of  the  facts 
alle^d  in  this  case — ^the  constitutionality  of  trans- 
fernnff  the  venue  from  one  State  to  another — the 
probaDility  of  advanein^the  ends  of  justice  thereby. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Baton, 
and  Smith,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bcbrill, 
Trimble,  Lan man ,  Otis,  Lowrib,  Ruggles,  and 
Stokes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  to|>ostpone 
the  subject  indefinitely,  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
not  be  practicable  to  take  up  and  mature  the  sya- 
tem  proposed  by  &e  resolution  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  even  if  the  principle  were  admitted, 
when  so  many  other  national  questions  were  to  be 
settled.  After  some  discussion,  the  motion  pre- 
vailed— ^yeas  24 ;  and  the  resolution  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

ADJOURNMENT,  &c 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Otis  fixing  a  day  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  which 
was  modified  by  the  mover  by  inserting  the  17th 
instead  of  the  lOth  of  April  as  the  day  propoaed. 

This  proposition  was  discussed  at  some  length 
by  Messrs.  Otis,  Wilson,  Smith,  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana)  Dicbsbson,  Macon,  Lloyd,  Kino,  of 
Alabama,  Dana,  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky ; 
embracing  the  questions  of  the  expediency  of  fixing 
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a  period  so  long  .before  the  time  proposed ;  whether 
it  would  accelerate  the  busmess  of,the  sesaioQ,  and 
whether  the  necessary  business  could  be  maturely 
acted  on  within  the  Ume  now  proposed — ^whether 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  wait  for  the  other  House 
to  mark  out  the  session  by  the  business  before  that 
branch — and  various  other  points  which  entered 
into  the  debate ;  the  result  ot  which  was  the  post- 
ponement of  the  resolution,  on  the  motion  oi  Mr. 
WiLaon,  to  Thursday  next. 
,  The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  for  tbeadiustment  of  land  titles, 
Widier  Snanish  and  Freacn  grants,  4bc.,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  Senate  remained  Until  past  three  p'clock  in 
an  uwiduous  investigation  of  tne  details  of  this  bill 
wad  of  various  amendments  thereto  pnqposed ;  and 
the  bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  as  amended ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  2i, 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
▲n«tin  L.  Sands^  legal  representatives  of  Richard* 
son  Sands,  deceased ;  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  March  27. 

The  PafiaiDBNT  communicated  the  memorial 
aod  remonatranoe  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Qeofgia  re^Mcting  the.  territory  in  that  State 
held  by  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  praying  that  a 
tisaty  may  be  made  for  further  cessions  thereof  for 
Ihe  use  of  Georgia ;  and  the  memorial  and  remon- 
straace  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afbirs. 

Mr.  Lbaks  submitted  the  following  amotion  for 
coasideraiioB : . 

Mufhetk  Tbntth^  Gomnittss  on  Indtsn  AAiirabe 
iasteqcted  to  inquire  into  the  sxpedisncy  of  making 
aorSMMipriatuMi  lor  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  extiagaish- 
lag  their  cbim  to  a  portion  of  thoir  lands  lying  within 
(ha  Stats  of  Mississippi/ 

Mf .  PLBAisaJfTfl.  from  the  Committee  qa  Naval 
Afiaifs,  to  whom  toe  subieet  was  referredi  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  buudhig  of  acectain  number 
of  unall  vessels  of  war  I  and  the  bill  waa  read  and 
paaeed  to  the  second  zeaduag. 

Mr.PiiBABAifTacommiinieatedoertaindocumeBts 
ia  relatioa  thereto^  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Plbabantb,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readiiw. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of^the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  beUer  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment $  and  the  further  oonsideration  thereof  was 
postnoned  until  to-morrow. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  CommitSee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonsideration  of  ^e  bill  apportioning 
*•  RepreMntatiYee  in  the  Bamtanth  Congren 


to  be  elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Maasaohu- 
settsand  the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  other  porposes, 
and  the  same  having  beea  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly  ^  and  the  amendments 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BaowH,  from  the  Committee  on  Fdleiga 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  refiened,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  a£- 
oounts  between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algien ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Conmiittee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HuHTBR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dia- 
triet  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  exphmatory  of 
the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  piUae  grooad 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  (anthonzing  the  ex- 
tension to  the  Avenue,  and  sale  of  a  part  oi  reaer- 
vation  numbered  10;}  which  was  readyand  passed 
to  a  second  reading* 

The  engrossed  hill,  svpplamentary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Tenitory  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wiupoic,  nom  the  Committee  of  daiu. 
to  whom  the  subject  vraa  referred,  reported  a  hill 
ibr  tha^relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  and  the  faiif 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eatom  gave  notice  that^  toHmcnTDW,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  hill  for  tha  relief  of 
certain  paymasters  of  the  United  States  Army. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 


The  following  Message  was  reoeived  fh>m  the 

PSBBIDBNT  OJP  TBB  UniTBB  STATBB  : 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter  fion 
die  Minister  Plenipotendaiy  of  the  United  States  at 
St  Petersburg,  of  the  let  of  November  last,  on  the 
f  object  of  our  relations  with  Spain,  indieating  the  sea- 
tioMBta  of  the  Smperor  of  Raesia  lespectiiig  the  aeo- 
latifteation,  by  His  Catholic  Majes^,  oT  the  treaty 
lately  coadoded  between  the  United  States  and  Bpaiii, 
and  the  Strang  interest  which  Hia  Imperial  Mafealy 
tskes  in  promoting  the  ratiiaatioa  of  thai  treaty.  Of 
this  friendly  dispdsitioar  the  moot  salisfrctoty  assu- 
rance has  been  siaea  gtveat  dirsctly.  to  this  <l«vera- 
moal,  by  the  Mi  sister  of  Rassia  residiBg  here. 

I  transmit  also  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Minister  Pienipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates 
at  Madrid,  of  a  later  date  than  those  heretofore  com* 
monieated,  by  which  it  appears,  thatt  at  the  instaaoe 
of  the  Charge  dee  Afiairea  of  the  Bmperor  of  Runia,  a 
new  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  Spanidi  Govera- 
ment  that  the  Minister  who  had  been  lately  appointed 
to  the  United  States  ^hoold  set  oat  on  his  mission 
without  delay,  with  foil  power  to  eettle  ail  differenoei^ 
in  a  manner  satisfrctory  to  the  parties. 

I  have  further  to  state,  that  the  Governments  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  con  tin  ae  to  manifest  the 
sentiments  heretolbre  c6mmunicated,  reepeeting  the 
non-ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  to  inter- 
poee  their  gdod  offices  to  promote  its  ratificatton. 

It  Is  proper  to  add,  that  the  Governments  of  Francs 
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•fid  RttMm  hav«  expraiMd  in  etniMt  danre  that  th« 
United  Stataa  would  take  no  stop,  for  Iho  pmeiit,  on 
tfao  principle  d  repriaal,  which  might  poaiibly  tend  to 
diiiwb  the  ponoe  between  the  UnUed  Stalae  and 
Spain.  There  ie  good  caoae  to  preeome,  from  the 
delicate  mennef  in  which  thia  eentiment  has  been 
oonvejed,  that  it  is  founded  in  a  belief  aa  well  aa  a 
desire,  that  our  joat  objects  may  be  accomplished 
without  the  haiard  of  auch  an  extremity. 

On  fuil  coDsideiration  of  all  these  circumstances,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress,  whe- 
ther it  wiU  not  be  advisable  to  postpona  a  decision  on 
the  questions  now  depending  with  Spain,  until  the 
next  session.    The  distress  of  that  nation,  at  thia 
junctare,  aifofda  a  motiTe  for  this  forbearance,  which 
eannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated.    Under  such  cir* 
eumstancea,  the  attention  of  the  Spanish  CkiTemment 
may  be  diterled  from  its  foreign  coBeem%  and  the 
arrival  of  a  Minister  here  be  longer  delayed,    f  am 
tha  aMiffo  indneed  to  soggeat  thia  oouiaaof  pcocaedingt 
fiiam  a  knowladga  that,  while  we  ahali  therabf  maka 
a  joat  retam  to  the  Poweta  whaee  good  atRM9  have 
been  achnowledgad»  and  ineraaae»  by  a  new  and  aig- 
nal  pfMf  of  moderation^oar  elaimn  on  Spain,  ow  atti- 
tade,  in  regard  to  har>  will  not  ha  leea  iavofabie  «t  the 
nesi  ssaaion  than  it  is  at  tho  pament 

JAMES  MONROB. 
Umwub  87, 1S80. 

The  Mesaafle  -and  acccHBBmyiag  doeomenla 
were  lead,  and  one  thouaana  eopiea  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  qae  of  tne  Senate. ' 

BANkRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,  the 
connderation  of  tnis  bill — the  amendment  offered 
b^  Mr.  Lloti>,  when  the  bill  was  last  up,  being 
still  under  consideration,  as  follows: 

"  Sao.  65.  And  be  ii  further  enaeied.  That  any  per- 
son, reaiding  within  the  United  States,  being  impris* 
oned  by  Tirtue  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of 
recofd,  without  hie  own  procurement  or  consent,  in 
any  civil  auit  instituted  for  the  reoovery  of  money  due 
on  a  bona  fide  contract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  or  being  indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  cred- 
itors whose  debts  together  shsll  smount  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dellara,  may  become  a  voluntaiy  bankrupt,  by 
prrsenting  a  petition  to  either  of  the  judgee  aforesaid, 
within  the  district  within  which  he  is  imprisoned,  or 
within  which  he  has  resided  for  six  months  next  pre- 
oeding,  aetting  forth  that  ha  ia  deaireua  of  taking  the 
benefit  ef  thia  aet,  and  acfciiowiedging  hinsaif  a  baiiit* 
rapt ;  and,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  petition,  if 
the  aaid  judge  shall  be  eatiafied  that  the  petitioner  is 
imprisoned,  or  ii  indebted  in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned, then  the  said  judgi  shall  adjudge  the  petitioner 
to  be  a  bankrupt,  and  shall  thereupon  appoint  com- 
missionera  in  the  case  of  such  bankrupt,  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  as  is  by  this  act  directed,  where  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been  issued,  and  the 
like  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  relation  to 
such  veluntary  bankrupt  and  his  esUte,  in  all  respects, 
as  are  by  this  act  provided  in  relation  to  a  perfeon 
against  whom  a  commission  of  bankruptey  has  been 
adveraarily  proeecuted  under  this  act ;  and  aueh  vol- 
untary bankrupt,  complying  with  the  several  provis- 
iona  of  this  act,  ahali  be  entitled  to,  and  nccive^  a 
of  discharge  from  either  of  add- judges, 


upon  the  aame  tarme,  and  in  the  aama  fera^  as  oarti* 
ficatea  are  granted  toinvolunury  bankrupts  under  this 
aet;  and  auch  certificate  ahali  have  the  aame  force  and 
elfi^t,  in  all  respeats,  as  certificates  granted  to  other 
poraona  by  virtue  of  this  act  ;'*  by  striking  out  the 
whole  sAar  the  enacting  clause,  and  inssrting  in  lien 
thereof  the  following :  *'  That  such  diM:harge  of  any 
bankrupt  shall  not  release,  discharge,  or  in  any  man- 
ner impair,  any  debt  due,  or  to  become  due,  from  such 
bankrupt,  to  any  person  or  persons  not  subject  to  the 
commission  of  bankruptcy  under  the  proviaions  of 
thia  act ;  but  any  such  debt,  or  such  part  thereof  aa 
remains  unsstisned  under  said  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy, tamj  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  aame 
manner  as  tf  no  such  certifieate  of  diacharge  had  been 
granted." 

Mr.  Llotd  rose,  and  ebserred  that  he  had  fdt, 
and  still  entertained,  strong  doubts  of  the  eape- 
dienoy  of  a  bankrupt  sjrstem,  but  feeling  mueh 
respect  for  the  elasses  oHginaliy  embraced  in  the 
bilij  he  was  disposed  to  extend  to  them  the  relief 
which  this  bill  mi|^ht  afibrd,  if  any  eould  be  af* 
forded :  and  was  willing  to  support  the  bill  br  his 
i^te,  if  eonfined  exelusively  to  merchants  ano  tr»* 
ders.  He  was,  however,  on  more  mature  reflee- 
tion,  persuaded,  that  the  piwisione  neoessary  to 
make  a  bankrupt  system  enective,  eould'not  be  ap- 
plied, beneficially,  to  planters  and  farmers ;  and, 
therefore^  if  Mr.  Yaii  DTKs'e  amendment  sdiould 
be  retained  in  the  bill,  and  the  bill  not  limited  in 
its  operation  to  merchants  and  traders,  he  should 
be  obliged  to  vote  against  it.  He  would,  at  this 
time,  withdraw  his  amendment,  as  a  reconsidera* 
tion  of  Mr.  Van  Dykb's  amendment  was  not  now 
in  opder,  and  would  renew  it  when  the  bill  came 
into  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  alter  obaenring  that  he  had  in- 
timated, when  his  amendment  was  offered,  that  he 
should  afWwards  propose  other  provisions  neoes- 
sary to  its  execution,  and  to  assimik^  it  to  the  rest 
of  the  bill,  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing Mindly  sections  thereto,  hayinfi^  in  view  the 
olnect  which  he  expressed. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Otis,  wtio 
spoke  nlao  of  the  inexpediency  of  Mr.  Vam  Dyke's 
oriffinal  amendment,  (extending  the  bill  to  fanners 
and  others,)  to  whicii  these  seetiont  were  applica- 
ble and  supplementary.  He  was  replied  to  oy  Mr* 
Vas  Dtkb,  who  defended  tlie  eximiency  cd  tfan 
provision  which  had  been  adopted  on  his  motion, 
and  of  the  present  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said,  on  a  careful  examination 
of  the  bni,  he  found  a  provision  in  the  33d  section 
which  appeared  to  him  calculated  to  produce  ruin- 
ous consequences  to  many  fair,  honest  creditors  of 
a  bankrupt.  By  that  provision  creditors,  by  jttd(B;- 
ment  or  recognizance,  after  the  bankruptcy  oftheir 
debtoie,  were  reduced  to  a  level  with  others,  as  it 
appeared  to  him  in  violation  of  law  and  justice. 
In  the  State  which  he  represented,  he  remarked^ 
judgments,  either  obtained  in  adversary  suits,  or 
ent«ed  by  virtue  of  wariants  of  attorney,  accord- 
ing to  the  English  practice,  bad  been  used  and  re- 
li^  Oft  from  the  first  organization  of  courts  in  that 
territory,  as  a  common  security  for  debt,  operating 
a  lien  upon  all  the  lands  and  tenements  of  the 


643 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


544 


SSNATE. 


Proce$d4nff8. 


March,  1820. 


debtor,  from  the  time  of  being  entered  on  the 
record. 

The  law  is  the  same  in  most,  if  not  all  the  States. 
Recognizances  stand  upon  the  ground  of  still  higher 
dignity.  They  have  oeen  adopted  in  Delaware 
by^statatory  proyision'  in  two  very  important  in- 
stances,  namely,  as  the  form  of  secm'ity  for  sher- 
ifik,  and  also  tor  the  assignee  of  intestates'  real 
estate,  nnder  the  authority  of  the  orphans'  court, 
where  the  land  will  not  bear  a  division.  In  Penn- 
sylvania the  same  security  by  recognizance  is  also 
used  upon  the  assignment  of  intestates'  lands.  The 
provision  of  the  32d  section  would  destroy  or  place 
at  hazard  this  security,  and  derange  the  now  es- 
tablished rules  of  law  in  many  of  the  States. 
Under  an  impression  that  such  a  measure  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  Mr.  V.  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "judgment,  statute,  and  recognizance."  in 
the  section,  so  as  to  leave  them  to  their  full  legal 
effect  and  operation,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
lespective  States. 

Mr.  BoRBiLL  observed,  that  the  main  object  of 
the  bill  was  to  produce  an  equal  distribution  of  a 
bankrupt's  estate,  and  to  prevent  fraud;  and  feand 
this  amendment  would  very  seriously  impair  the 
force  of  the  statute.  He  argued  at  some  length 
against  the  amendment 

Mr.  Mellen  also  opposed  the  amendment,  and 
spoke  to  show  its  inexpediency,  and  its  incompati- 
hdity  with  the  efficiency  of  the  system. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  remarked,  that  the 
practice  prevailed  in  Gieorgia,  respecting  liens 
which  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  this  amend- 
ment;  but  he  doubted  Whether  it  would  accom- 
plish the  object  intended,  and  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  clause,  and  insert  a  substitute, 
providing  '^that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
'operate  to  defeat  any  lien  which  any  creditor 
'  may  have  upon  the  estate  of  such  bankrupt,  by 
^  virtue  of  any  judgment.or  recognizance  bona  fide 
'  obtained  a^nst,  or  entered  into  by  such  bank- 

*  rupt,  previously  to  the  time  he  became  bank- 

•  rupt." 

This  modification  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Van 
Dtkb  ;  and  after  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Otis  and  Burrill  opposed,  and  Messrs.  Walker, 
of  Georgia,  and  Van  Dyke,  advocated  the  amend- 
ment, the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to — ^yeas  16,  nays  9. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  offered  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso : 

**And  provided,  further.  That  no  jadgmeot  shall 
operate  as  a  lien,  unless  execution  be  iasaed  and  levied 
within  three  months  from  the  rendition  of  the  judgment, 
and  aniess  proper  diligence  and  industry  be  used  to 
procure  the  same  to  be  satisfied." 

This  amiendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Smitb  as 
inexpedient,  and  it  was  subsequently  withdrawn  by 
the  mover. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
reported,  with  its  amendments,  to  the  Senate: 
which  ^ere  all  successively  concurred  in,  until 
the  question  was  stated  on  concurring  with  the 
committee  in  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment,  (ex- 
tending the  provisions  of  the  act  to  all  other  per- 


sons, but  at  their  own  instance,  and  by  their  vol- 
untary consent  only.) 

Mr.  Lloyd  pfoposed  to  strike  out  all  of  this 
amendment,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  a  substitute,  the  same  as  the 
amendment  which  he  ofiered  on  Thursday  and 
withdrew  this  moraine,  (providing,  in  substance, 
that  no  person  taking  Uie  benefit  of  the  act  shall 
be  released  from  a  debt  due  to  anv  person  of  those 
classes  who  are  excluded  from  tne  benefit  of  the 
act ;)  in  support  of  which  amendment  Mr.  L.  briefly 
recapitulated  the  reasons  which  he  had  submitted 
previously  this  dav  on  the  same  subject 

A  division  of  the  question  was  required  b^  Mr. 
Otis,  and  was  accordingly  taken  first  on  striking 
out  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment 

This  question  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
the  negative,  as  follows ; 

Fbas^— Messrs.  Barrill,  Dana,  IMckemo,  Edwards, 
EHiot,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Saolbid,  Tkfae- 
nor,  Trimble,  and  Williams  of  Miaaissippi — 18. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  GaiOard, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Loaiaiana, 
King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Ijogan,  Maoon,  Morril,  Plea* 
aaots,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  OeofBia, 
WaUams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson— S4. 

The  Senate  refusing  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  substitute  offered  by 
Mr.  Lloyo  fell  of  course,  without  any  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Van  Dyke'«  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
afiirmative— yeas  25,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

YxAB — ^MessTs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliott, 
GaiUard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Roberts,  Roggles,  Smith,  Stokes, Tsylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Djke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Msmts.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen, 
Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ssnferd,  Tichenor,  Trnnble, 
and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  postponed  till  to-morrow. 


Tuesoay,  March  28. 

The  Pebsidbnt  communicated  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Q.  Bullkey,  setting  forth  that,  in  the 
session  of  1799  and  1800,  he  onered  to  the  Senate 
certain  proofs  of  the  corruption  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  which  were  .not  fully  examined,  by 
which  he  alleges  to  have  sustained  great  injury, 
and  praying  tnat  the  said  charges  may  now  be 
inquired  into,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  ren> 
dered  him ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel 
Bent,  late  paymaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Charks 
K.  Mallory  and  others,  officers  of  the  customs  for 
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the  port  of  Norfolk,  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufao- 
tores. 

Mr.  Lownu,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  IhU  granting'  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre«emption  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  land,  reported  the  same,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haye  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments;"  a  bill, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  jyrovide  for  the  nublication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  tor  other  purposes ;' "  and 
also  a  bili,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliz- 
abeth fiiaden,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITANT  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Seiiate  took  u1[>,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  the  other  House  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  present 
vear.  together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  toe  Uonunittee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

These  amendments  propose,  1st.  To  add  ^30,- 
000  to  the  aj^ropriation  for  the  clothing  for  the 
Army;  and,  2d«  To  increase  the  appropriation^ 
for  the  QAiartermaster  General's  department  from 
$450,000  to  $500,000.  [This  latter  involved  the 
question  whether  the  Missouri  Expedition  shall  be 
Imiited  to  the  Council  Blufis,  or  authorized,  by  ap- 
propriation, to  be  extended  to  the  Mandan  villages, 
as  originally  contemplated  by  the  Executive.] 

The  first  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  SANFonn  rose  and  explained  in  detail  the 
reasons  whicli  induced  the  committee  to  recom- 
mend an  augmentation  of  the  appropriations  enu- 
merated above ;  which  augmentation  was  ground- 
ed^ genentily,  on  the  expediency  of  keeping  up  the 
military  establishment  on  its  present  footing — ^the 
effect  of  the  reduced  appropriation  being  to  dimin- 
ish the  Army  to  about  eight  thousand  men — ^the 
expediency  of  i)rosecuting  the  military  expedition 
up  the  Missouri,  as  hiffh  as  the  Manoan  villages, 
to  effect  the  avowed  objects  of  the  Government, 
to  secure  to  the  country  its  just  portion  of  the  In- 
dian fur  trade ;  of  cutting  off  the  intereourae,  the 
pernicious  influence,  and  the  profit  of  the  British 
traders  and  companies  from  the  extensive  tribes 
within  our  •  limits  to  the  northwest,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  military  posts  contemplated  by  the 
Executive  at  certain  pomts  on  the  northwestern 
waters,  particularly  up  the  Missouri,  &c. ;  die  in- 
expediency of  relinquishing  that  trade,  at  least 
without  an  equivalent,  and  the  propriety  of  exer- 
cising rights  and  enjoyinff  advantages  which  no- 
body disputes :  all  wnich  Mr.  S.  went  much  into 
detail — ^by  a  reference  to  documents  on  the  subject, 
and  a  recurrence  to  the  historv  of  our  country,  ana 
the  policy  and  object  of  Enf^Iand  and  her  fur  com- 
panies— to  explam  and  justify,  jparticularly  in  ref- 
erence to  that  branch  of  the  subject  connected  with 
our  Indian  relations. 

16th  Com.  1st  Se88.— 18 


The  first  amendment,  increasing  the  appropria- 
tion for  clothinff  was  stated,  when.in  answer  to 
an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Wilbon,  Mr.  TaiMBLE  and 
Mr.  Dana,  respectively,  expUined  the  propriety  of 
the  increase,  on  the  ground,  among  otner  reasons, 
that  it  was  rendered  proper  by  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing always  a  six  months'  supply  on  hana,  for  fur- 
nishing with  certainty  distant  posts,  &c. 

Mr.  MoRBiL  admitted  the  propriety  of  having  a 
well  appointed  and  well  supplied  Army  9  but  spoke 
in  favor  of  economy,  and  a  rigid  examination  of 
the  appropriations,  to  ascertain  where  retrenchment 
coula  be  effected  without  detriment  to  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  Dana  replied  at  some  length,  to  show  that 
there  was  no  extravagance  in  this  appropriation, 
at  least ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  required  by 
considerations  of  true  economy,  dbc. 

Mr.  Wilson  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  explanations  given  on  this  question. 

Mr.  JBubrill  qaade  a  few  remarks  to  show,  from^ 
the  probaUe  strength  of  the  Army,  that  the  appnn 
pnation  made  by  the  other  House  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  object,  without  any  increase. 
.  Mr.  Macon  read  one  or  two  documents  to  show 
that  the  Army  would  probably  be  reduced  by  the 
effect  of  desertion,  which  haa  amounted,  in  the 
last  year,  to  more  than  fifteen  hundredf^t&e  num- 
ber contemplated  to  be  recruited. 

Mr.  Otis  opposed  the  r^uction  of  the  Army  in 
this  incidental  way,  by  diminishing  appropriations^ 
and  argued  that^a  certain  amount  of  lorce  was  au- 
thorized by  Congress ;  that  the  estimates  of  the 
Executive  officers  were  grounded  thereon,  and  it 
was  proper  to  be  guided  m  some  degree  by  them, 
and  rely  somewhat  on  their  responsibility,  &c. 

After  some  further  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Dana,  Burrill,  Eaton,  and  Trimble,  the  first 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment,  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Quartermaster's  department  (for 
the  use  of  the  Missouri  Expedition,)  from  lour 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  Jive  hundred- 
thousand  doUara  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  in  favor  of  tnepolicy  of  lim- 
iting the  Missouri  Expedition  to  the  Cfouncil  Blufisy 
which  it  had  rejiched,  and  against  the  extension 
of  our  acquisitions  of  territory  at  present  further 
into  the  Indian  country,  as  they  now  extended  far 
enough  for  the  population;  believing  that  carrving 
those  expeditions  among  the  Indians  was  likely  to 
produce  Indian  wars;  that  if  carried  further  up 
the  Missouri,  they  must  be  extended  in  other  di- 
rections; that  they  could  not  destroy  the  influ* 
ence  of  private  traders  over  the  Indians,  as  was 
proven  m  experience, .  dec. 

Mr.  ETnwARDs  maintained  that  the  establish- 
ment of  posts  was  acceptable  to  the  Indians,  and 
had  not  a  tendency  to  j)roduce  hostility  from  mem, 
and  that  otherwise  mtruders  within  our  limits 
could  not  be  excluded,  or  their  influence  destroyed 
amongst  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Dana  argued  ia  support  of  the  policy  of  im- 
pressing the  Indian  trib^  with  opinions  of  our 
power  and  justice,  as  the  principal  means  by  which 
they  could  be  controlled ;  that  this  was  to  be  pro- 
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daced  by  the  exhibition  and  establishment  amongst 
them  01  a  military  force,  and  they  thus  be  taught 
tor  respect  and  confide  in  us;  that  the  points  select- 
ed in  this  instance  were  deemed  auTantageous ; 
and  that  the  object  was  certainly  worth  more  than 
the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,,  the  real 
sum  in  controversy. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  adverted  to  the  embarrassments  of 
the  Treasury,  the  general  difficulty  of  the  times 
n^ith  all  classes  and  in  all  parts  of  tiie  country,  to 
show  that  it  was  inexpedient  and  impolitic  to  en- 
courage expensive  projects ;  that  the  nation  was 
not  in  a  pecuniary  condition  to  support  them ;  in- 
sbtin^  on  the  policy  of  conforming  the  public  ex- 
penditures to  tne  public  income;  and,  as  to  the 
question  immediate!  v  before  the  Senate,  he  was 
in  favor  of  stopping  the  Missouri  Expedition  where 
it  now  is. 

Mr.  Leake  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  letters  from  Colonel  Atkinson  and  other  officers 
to  the  War  Department,  to  show  the  pernicious 
effects  of  private  traders,  on  the  disposition,  man- 
ners, and  morals  of  the  Indians,  and  to  show  that 
they  could  not  be  controlled  by  trade  merely. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  considerable  length,  to 
impress  his  opinions  of  the  importance  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indians;  the  policy  of  extending  it;  of 
excluding  from  them  intruders  and  foreign  influ- 
ence; of  obtaining  a  controlling  influence  over 
them;  the  means  necessary  to  enect  these  objects, 
the  most  efiectual  of  which  was  the  establishment 
of  military  posts  on  the  extreme  frontier:  that  the 
expedition  up  the  Missouri  to  the  extent  contem- 
plated by  the  War  Department  was  compatible 
with  the  true  policy  of  the  nation,  and  the  best 
and  safest  means  of  promoting  that  policy,  &c.; 
that  an  opposite  policy  gave  the  British  an  influ- 
ence over  the  Northwest  Indians  that,  in  the  last 
war,  cost  this  nation  thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  money,  &c.;  that  the  additional  expense  was 
extremely  inconsiderable  compared  with  the  ad- 
yantages  in  view,  &c.;  and  entered  much  at  large 
into  a  view  of  the  opposition,  trade,  and  connex- 
ion of  the  various  tribes,  the  routes  of  foreign 
traders,  &c.;  and  concluded  by  asserting,  that, 
without  anyr  reference  to  the  present  expedition, 
the  appropriation  ought  not  to  be  less  than  the 
amendment  contemplated. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Dana  in  relation  to  former  fiscal 
matters,  and  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Indians 
were  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  power 
of  the  United  otates  without  consuming  the  pub- 
lic resources  in  sending  military  expeditions  to 
such  extremely  remote  points,  dbc. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  thought  Mr.  Dana's  arffument, 
like  many  other  good  ones,  proved  too  mudi ;  that, 
if  it  were  admitted  that  our  power  ought  to  be 
exhibited  so  far  up  the  Missouri,  the  same  policy 
would  require  it  elsewhere,  even  as  far  as  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  argued  that  it  was  the  acquisition  of 
the  fur  trade  only  which  ought  to  be  aimed  at,  or 
now  considered;  that  there  was  no  want  of  Indian 
territory  in  that  direction  at  present,  and  that  hav- 
ing no  controversy  with  the  Indians  or  with  Eng- 
land, about  boundary  or  any  thing  else,  it  was  in- , 


expedient  to  prosecute  this  expedition  further  than 
it  had  reached ;  that  if  that  was  found  beneficial 
there,  it  misht  be  extended  hereafter;  that  as  it 
would  probably  produce  hostilities  with  the  Indians 
it  would  be  best  to  proceed  prudently,  4lc, 

Mr.  EnwARDs  argued  from  the  practice  of  the 
English  companies,  and  the  French,  as  well  as 
our  own  experience  that  forts  and  military  force 
stationed  amongst  tnem,  were  necessarr  to  produce 
the^desired  effect  on  the  Indians ;  and  that  no  other 
means  would  answer. 

Mr.  Otis  would  perhaps  have  been  adverse  to 
this  expedition  if  called  on  now  for  the  fifst  time, 
to  authorize  it ;  but  having  beoi  sanctioned  by 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  already  prose- 
cuted to  a  great  extent,  he  knew  of  nothing  which 
had  occurred  to  induce  an  abandonment  of  it ; 
that  to  keep  the  expedition  where  it  is,  9^80,000 
will  be  necessary,  and  to  Carry  it  up  to  the  point 
originally  contemplated  would  require  bat  ^0,000 
more ;  and  asked  whether  the  expedition  bad  been 
proven  so  improper,  aAer  the  strong  expressions 
used  in  its  favor  dy  the  President,  as  to  induce  it 
to  be  given  up  for  tnis  small  sum,  dbc. ;  why  was  it 
proper  to  ^  to  the  Council  Bluffs,  xei  not  proper, 
aAer  making  two  appropriations  on  the  subject, 
to  ffo  a  little  further  ?  It  was  an  inexpedient  and 
unharmonious  way  of  legislating,  and'  carrying 
into  effect  an  important  policy  in  rdation  to  the 
fur  trade — it  was  worth  the  trifle  called  for. 

Mr.  Logan  went  into  a  similar  train  of  reason- 
ing to  establish  the  opinion  that  the  expedition 
was  in  pursuance  of  a  great  national  policy — ^to 
extend  our  own  trade  and  influence  with  the  In- 
dians, and  cutting  up  that  of  foreigners — of  avert- 
ing Indian  hostilities,  &q.,  and  that  the  sum  in- 
volved was  unimportant  compared  with  such 
objects. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SANFORn  laid  on  the  table  the  foUowing 
documents : 

DxPAUTMSifT  or  Wae,  Martk  20, 1620. 

8iB  :  I  underttand  that,  in  the  miUtary  approprU- 
tion  bill,  the  item  of  clothing  is  filled  ^300,000  only. 
I  deem  it  mj  duty  to  state,  if  a  greater  sum  ie  not 
appropriated,  the  public  service  most  sufier  very 
■ertoua  inconvenience,  at  least  in  the  year  1821. 

In  the  years  18ie,  1817,  1818,  1819.  there  wen 
appropriated  for  elothing  of  the  Army  ^360,000, 
9670,881,  $618,160,  $400,000,  respectively.  The  re- 
tail waa,  an  accunnlation  of  the  articles  of  dothinf . 
eicept  in  1816  and  1819.  Under  a  belief  that  Che 
supply  ought  not  to  be  further  aceamulated,  and  that 
the  anm  of  $400^000  would  be  snIBcient,  or  neailj  so, 
to  keep  up  the  stock  on  hand,  that  anm  waa  appro- 
priated for  1819.  When  the  eatimatea  of  this  year 
were  made,  it  waa  ascertained  that  the  atock  of  cloth- 
ing waa  considerably  diminished  in  the  conne  of  the 
year,  and  the  aam  of  $430,000  waa  aaked  for  this  year, 
under  the  belief,  that  a  greater  aum  than  that  of  the 
laat  year  waa  required ;  and  that  it  waa  the  least  anm 
which  would  meet  the  exigence  of  the  service.  Id  the 
eatimate  for  thia  aum,  it  waa  preaumed  that  the  aggre- 
gate of  our  military  strength  would  average  for  tJie 
year  about  ten  thouaand  men.  It  muat  be  obvioof, 
that  there  ought  to  be,  at  least,  aix  montha  of  soppfy 
of  clothing  alwaya  on  hand.    The  issue  is  made  semi- 
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asDiiaUy  in  th«  month  of  April  for  Bammer,  and  Nov* 
ember  for  Winter;  and  it  must  be  apparent,  that  the 
April  inue  cannot  be  provided  in  time,  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  appropriation  bill.    In  fact,  the  supply  on 
band  ought  to  exceed  six  months  issue  for  the  whole 
Army ;  as  the  means  of  transportation  to  the  posts  oc- 
cupied by  the  three  regiments  stationed  on  the  North- 
western frontier,  cannot  be  relied  on  more  than  once 
a  year.    But  it  is  believed,  that  should  the  sum  of 
$900,000  only  be  sppropriated,  that  the  stock  on  hand 
would  be  nearly  or  quite  exhausted  ;  and  that  great 
inconvenience  would  result  to  the  service  in  the  ensu- 
ing year.     I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  so  amending  the  bill,  as  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  f480,000.    It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that 
even  thia  sum  is  much  below  tne  estimate  oi  the 
Commissaiy  of  Parehases.    His  estimate  amounts  to 
$550,017  49. 

I  also  understand  that  the  appropriation  for  the 
quartermaster's  department  is  filled  in  the  bill  with 
$450,000  instead  of  $500,000,  as  reported  to  the 
House  of  Repreaentativea  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Me«os ;  the  reduction  of  $50,000  being  made,  as 
is  stated,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  establish  any  post  on  the  Mbsouri  above  the  Council 
Blufis.     The  expense  of  transportation  to  the  Council 
Bluib  is  estimated  at  less  than  half  of  that  to  the 
Mandan  villages ;  and  as  the  supplies  of  both  of  the 
regiments  stationed  on  the  'Missouri  would  have  to  be 
transported  to  the  former  post,  where  it  was  intended 
to  station  one  of  them,  and  as  those  of  one  regiment 
oDly  would  hate  to  be  transported  firom  the  Council 
Blnfls  to  the  Mandan  villages,  it  is  obvious  thst  more 
than  two-thirds  of  tho  expenses-  would  be  incurred  by 
transportation  to  the  Council  BInfis.    In  addition  to  • 
this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  pvoper  to  statd  that  ar- 
rangeroenta  had  been  made  to  transport  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  supplies  between  Council  Bluffs  and 
the  Mandan  villages,  by  the  public  boats  attached  to 
the  expedition,  and  which  are  now  at  the  former  place ; 
which,  probably,  would  have  dimbished  the  expense 
of  transportation  from  Council  Blufi*  to  the  Mandan 
villages  to  $20,000;  which,  subtracted  from  $  100,000, 
the  sum  estimated  for  the  whole  expense  of  the  trans- 
portation on  the  Missouri  would  leave  $80,000  as  the 
expense  of  transportation  to  the  Council  Bluffii.    This 
view  would  require  $480,000  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  qaarteraiaster*s  department,  instead  of  $450,000, 
with  which  the  blank  is  filled.     It  may  be  proper  to 
observe  that  the  appropriations  for  the  quartermaster's 
departnient  for  1810,  1817, 1818,  and  1819,  amounted 
to  ^50,000,  $460,000,  $460,000,  and  $540,000,  i«. 
speetiTelj ;  and  that  sinee  1818^  the  expense  of'  the 
transportation  of  officers'  baggage,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  proviaiona,  under  the  new  system  of  snpplying 
the  rationa  of  the  army,  which  increases  the  quarter- 
maeter'a   expenses  upwards  of  $130,000,  have  been 
added  to  the  expense  of  that  department.    The  former 
of  those  items  previous  to  this  year  had  been  charged 
to  conting^naw,  and  the  latter  to  subsistence. 

The  small  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  clothing 
and  the  qaartermaater's  department,  for  the  year  18 iC 
waa  owing  to  the  large  supply  which  was  left  on  hand 
at  the  termination  of  the  war. 

In  relation  to  bounties  and  premiums,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  recruiting  service,  I  enclose  two  state- 
en  en  ta  firom  the  Adjutant  And  Inspector  General,  by 
?vbich  you  will  perceive  what  sum  would  be  necessary 
:o  fill  the  eatabhshment  as  authorized  by  law,  and  also 
hat  the  ftmoant  appropriated  under  those  heads  will 


not  probably  be  sufficieBt  to  keep  the  military  estab- 
lishment at  the  preaent  number. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
Hon.  NATSAir  SAKtomn, 

Okairmnn  CcmmitUe  of  Fitumetf  Senate, 

AojT.  Avn  IvsFKCTOB  Giv's  Onici, 

December  16, 1819. 

Sim :  Conformably  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  estimate  of  ftinds  for  the  re- 
cruiting service  for  tho  year  1820. 
For  0,000  recruits,  bounties  $1S  to  each  re- 
cruit       $60,000 

For  6,000  recruits,  premium  $8  to  each  re- 
cruit        *     10,000 

Quarters,  fuel,  bunks,  straw,  citisen  sur- 
geons for  examining  recruits  and  attend-  ' 
ing  the  sick,  fees  of  magistrates  for  qualify- 
ing recruits,  stationery,  dbc.,  including  all 
expenditures  for  recruits,  until  organixed 
for  joining  regiments,  or  corps,  $38  78^ 
per  man -   1 1S,W5 

$183,086 


I  get  theae  contingencies  of  the  recruiting  service 
by  apportioning  the  whole  expenditures  of  tbe  last 
year  for  that  serviee,  as  estimated  by  the  Second  Au- 
ditor and  Quartermaster  General,  among  the  reemita 
made  in  that  year ;  and  I  estimate  for  6,000  men  on 
the  following  data,  viz :  That  the  army  aggregate,  at 
the  close  ol  the  present  year,  will  be  9,000 ;  that  to 
complete  the  full  organization  would  require  8,800  re- 
cruits ;  to  which  I  add,  to  supply  tho  places  of  those 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  in  the  next  year, 
300,  (no  enlistments  were  made  in  1816,  after  the 
10th  of  February,)  and  to  meet  the  casualties  of  ser- 
vice by  death,  disability,  and  desertion,  1,400.  The 
desertions  in  the  present  year  would  warrant  a  much 
greater  estimate  on  thst  account;  but  I  have  the 
honor  to  lav  before  you  a  particular  report  on  that 
subject,  and  hope  that  measures  may  be  devised  to 
render  desertion  less  frequent.  To  this  statement  I 
will  only  add,  that  the  process  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice has  heretofore  been  such,  that,  with  ordinair 
casualties,  the  ranks  would  be  as  nearly  fttll  at  this 
time'  as  the  detached  aerfice  of  the  amy  would  jueti^. 
Several  of  the  regiments  in  the  first  six  months  of  thia 
year,  fM  which  period  only  I  have  yet  examined  the 
returns  in  that  particular,  lost  more  than  oa»4emA.  of 
their  men  by  desertion.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

D.  PARKEA, 
A^t,  and  Inspector  OcneraL 

The  SxcMTAEx  or  Wab. 


AnvT.  ABO  IirspxoYoB  Ostr's  Oyvicx; 

JfarcA  II,  1880. 

Bib  :  It  appears  by  the  newspapers  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  voted  only  $81,000  for  bountiea 
and  premiums  on  account  of  th  Aecruiting  service  for 
the  year.  This  aom  will  only'enlist  1,800  men — ^leas 
than  the  number  actually  lost  by  desertion  during  tho 
last  year.  In  the  three  last  vears,  more  than  18,000 
men  have  been  enUstcd;  and  atill  the  aggregate  of  the 
army,  at  the  dose  of  the  last  year,  did  not  exceed 
9,000  men. 
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It  11  trae  that  only  300  men  mw  entitled  to  dis- 
charge by  the  expiration  of  their  tenn  {  itill,  if  the  de- 
lertions  and  other  casnaltiee  should  be  as  great  as  in 
former  years,  the  anny  will  not  exceed  6,000  men  at 
the  dose  of  the  year,  indnding  the  recmits  whieh 
may  be  obtained  with  $tll»000  voted  for  that  purpose. 
I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

D.  PARKER, 
-A^t*  ond  Ifupeetor  Oeneral, 

The  dxCBXTABT  OP  WaB. 


WcDNEBDAT  Maich  29. 

The  following  Message  w»s  yesterday  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Siate$  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  reso- 
lution of  the  1st  of  February,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  infonnation  required  by  that 
resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikotov,  29d  Marchf  1820. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Herbert 
Qnoit,  praying  the  allowance  of  certain  drawback, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  Was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee ^n  Commerce  andMaxiu- 
factures.  ^ 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  brinff 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States  Army ;  aad  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  three  bills  brought  np  yesterday  for  concur* 
rence,  were  read,  and  se¥eiaily  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  the  bill 
exi^ianatory  of  the  "  ^ct  authorizing  the  sale  of 
certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  City  of  Washington  -^^  and  also  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper,  w;ere'severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  27th  instant^  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
eipediene]r  of  makinfl  an  appropriation  for  holding 
a  trtety  with  certain  mdians,  and  the  same  haying 
bem.niDdified,  was  agMed'to,  as  follows.: 

Beeohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  In* 
structed  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  daim 
to  a  portion  of  their  lands  lying  within  the  Stete  of 
Mississippi. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  » 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

Raolved,  That  the.  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 


of  allowing  to  the  said  District  a  Delegate  to  Congress, 
upon  a  footing  with  the  Delegates  from  the  sevenl 
Teiritdrial  gOYenuaents. 

Mrl  J.  remarked  that,  while  he  was  a  member 
of  the  other  House,  he  saw  the  necessity,  and  in- 
troduced a  resolution  which  had  for  its  object  the 
representation  of  the  people  of  the  distant  I'erritory 
ot  Michigan,  by  admitting  them  to  send  a  dde^te 
to  Congress.  The  law  which  originated  uom 
that  resolution,  admitting  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
had  produced  the  most  salutary  consequences,  in 
relieving  Congress  from  its  attention  to  local  de- 
tail, wimout  any  correct  date,  and  in  a  Tindication 
of  the  ri^ts  -  of  that  Territorial  government  by 
its  immediate  representative.  He  said  a  long  at- 
tention to  the  same  subject  had  convinoed  him  of 
the  equal  necessity  of  allowing  to  the  District  of 
Columbia  a  del^ate,  uppn  a  footing  with  the  Ter- 
ritorial governments. 

The  position  of  Congress  in  the  midst  of  this 
people,  does  not  furnish  us  with  corresponding 
means  of  correct  information ;  nor  had  ne  erer 
discovered  less  necessity  for  an  appeal  to  a  dele- 
gate for  the  legislation  of  this  District  than  a  dis- 
tant territory ;  for.  when  any  subject  was  brought 
before  Congress,  tne  citizens  who  felt  most  inter- 
ested in  the  measure  would  make  their  communi- 
cation, and  always  present  a  diversity  of  opinions, 
which  at  once  produced  a  difficulty,  which  would 
not  exist  if  the  population  had  a  right  to  elect  a 
delegate  to  attend  to  their  interest:  and,  as  it  re- 
spects the  population  of  the  District,  disfianchised 
from  the  great  and  essential  princiiues  of  aelf-gov- 
emment  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  tkey  are 
entitled  to  this  consideration.  It  is  our  duty,  said 
Mr.  J.,  to  p^ve  them  all  we  can,  consistently  with 
the  conditions  and  terms  of  the  Constitution.  As 
it  respects  the  Consress,  we  well  know  that  the 
burden  of  detail  and  local  matter,  in  leg»lation, 
not  only  protancts  our  sessions,  but  dnws  the 
mind  from  the  investigation  of  more  important 
national  objects.  The  District  of  Columbia,  al- 
though ten  miles  square,  has  a  growing  pcmulation, 
now  amounting  to  upwards  of  thirty  diousand 
souls,  and  Congress  is  vested  with  the  power  of 
exclusive  legislation,  and  that  power  embraces  all 
the  objects  of  a  judicial,  executive^  and  legislative 
department.  It  is  a  complete  political  corparatioa, 
and  requires  much  time  to  mature  systeim,  and 
pass  laws  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  their  pros- 
perity «[id  happtnesar 

He  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  objeetioii  to 
the  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  lie  on  the 
table. 

8AVAKNAH  SUFFESERa 

The  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot,  re- 
suxned  the  consideration  of  the  Mil  to  remit  the 
duties  on  certain  goods  consumed  by  the  late  fire 
at  Savannah. 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  the  bill  on  "the  table  was 
reported  for  the  relief  of  certain  petitioners,  suf- 
ferers hy  the  late  confia^tion  at  Savannah,  in 
Georgia.  The  relief  which  it  proposed  to  afod 
to  them  was  not  incompatible,  he  said,  with  the 


553 


HISTORY  jOF  congress. 


£54 


Mabcb,  1820. 


Savamnah  Sufftren. 


SSNilTS. 


object  oi  tke  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and 
iiroald,  lie  trusted,  be  sanctioned  by  tbis  honorable 
Senate.    I  will  submit  a  few  remarks,  said  Mr. 
£.,  in  support  of  this  {position.    The  wealth  of 
every  nation  consists  in  its  productiTe  labor,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  GbTemment  to  afford  suitable  pro- 
tection and  encouragement  to  such  labor.    But,  if 
articles  of  forei^  growth  and  manufacture  were 
to  be  admitted  mto  our  maricels  without  restitc- 
tion,  tbe  competition  would  be  ruinous  to  our  do- 
mestic establishments.    Labor  bein|f  cheaper  in 
older  nations,  where  the  population  is  necessarily 
mcMpe  compact,  would  give  advantages  in  such  a 
competition  to  the  foreign  fobric,  which  the  do 
mesUc  article  could  not  resist ;  and,  retiring  from 
the  une(|oal  contest,  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
country  would  be  engrossed  by  the  productions  of 
labor. 

To  prevent  such  a  state  of  things,  said  Mr.  £., 
Congress  is  empowered  to  lay  and  collect  duties. 
This  seems  to  be  a  power  necessarily  resulting 
from  the  duty  of  protection,  which  every  Govern- 
ment owes  to  its  people ;  and  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power,  have  enacted  laws  imposing 
certain  duties  on  all  foreign  .ai^ddes  imported  for 
consumption.  I  say  for  consumiytion,  for  if  the 
goods  enter  not  into  the  consumption  of  the  coun-^ 
try,  the  domestic  labor  is  not  affected  by  the  im- 
portation. Hence,  the  reason  of  the  laws  allowing 
drawbacks ;  goods  impcM^ted  and  reshin>ed,  because 
they  are  not  cansumed  in  the  couft^,  are  entitled 
to  drawback.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  it  is  the 
sale  of  the  foreign  goods  in  tne  home  maxket,  and 
not  their  knportation,  that  gives  an  equitable  right 
to  the  duty.  But  the  gomls,  the  importation  of 
which  gave  rise  to  the  &ties  sought  to  be  remitted 
by  this  Dill,  have  never  been  sold  in  the  market ; 
they  have  never  come  in  competition  with  the 
productive  labor  of  the  country ;  they  were  con- 
sumed by  fire,  and  are  as  completely  out  of  the 
market  as  though  they  had  never  been  imported, 
or  having  been,  were  reshipped.  Under  theA  cir- 
cumstances, can  it  be  unreaaonaUe  to  afford  to 
these  petitioaers  the  relief  contemplated  by  this 
biU? 

Shall  he  who  reships  after  importation  be  enti- 
tled to  drawback  because  his  goods  are  Withdrawn 
from  the  competition  in  the  home  market;  and 
shall  not  the  unfortunate  man  be  relieved  from  the 
exactions  of  Grovemment,  whose  jfoods  are  not 
only  withdrawn  from  this  competition,  but  are  lost 
to  him  forever  by  an  act  of  rrovidenoe,  equally 
beyond  hia  foresight  and  eontrol  ?  Witt  vt>u  suffer 
the  reshijpper  to  send  fnmi  the  country  nis  whole 
stock,  un^mpaiied  by  the  exaction  of  the  customary 
duty  on  importation,  because  he  has  not  sold  his 
goods  in  the  home  market  ?  And  will  you  permit 
your  cmtotn-house  officer  to  expose  to  8ale,^ior  the 
debt  they  owe  you,  <he  naked  lots  of  these  unfor- 
tunate petitioners,  now  covered  with  the  ashes  of 
the  very  goods  for  the  importatiia  of  wbich  you 
hold  their  bonds  %  htt  it  not  be  said  the  revenue 
would  be  too  much  impaired  by  a  lemiBsion  of  the 
duties  in  euch  cases.    The  Government  can  nei^er 

Sofit  by  Bcnipulous  exactions  of  this  kind,  a^jaiast 
e  reason  of  law  and  the  generous  sensibilities  of 


a  sympathizing  community.  But  I  deny,  said  Mr. 
E..  the  correctness  of  the  position  that  tne  cevenne 
wiu  be  impaired  by  a  remission  of  the  duties  in 
cases  vrhste  the  goods  have  beea  actually  destroy- 
ed. Importations  are  limited  by  the  ciqMj^ity  for 
consumption,  for  this  constitutes  the  demand.  But 
the  demand  can  only  be  affected  by  the  use  of  the 
articles  impcxted.  Their  destruction  leaves  the 
capacity  for  consanrntioiip  consequently  the  de- 
mand, uninfluenced  oy  the  importation.  Other 
eoods,  then,  wUl  be  imported  in  the  place  of  those 
destroyed,  and  the  revenue  from  this  source  wtU 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  consumption  of  the 
dntied  articles. 

The  object  of  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties, 
is  unquestioiiably  the  protection  of  domestic  labor ; 
fore^n  articles  can  only  affect  this  labor  by  enter- 
ing into  the  home  consumption ;  all  articles,  Chen, 
which  are  withdrawn  from  the  market,  either  vol- 
untarily or  by  accident,  come  not  within  the  reason 
•of  the  power,  and  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  its 
vmtlatiqns. 

0Ut.  is  it  objected  that  there  are  no  precedents 
toauthorixe  the  remissidn  of  these  duties?  Ex- 
amine the  statute  book,  sir,  and  youwill  find  laws, 
under  dates  of  the  9th  of  May  and  7th  of  June, 
179i,  and  0f  the  3d  of  March.  2801.  authorizing 
the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eteven  nogsheads  of 
coffee  destroyed  by  fire  at  Baltimore ;  on  certain 
spirits  lo^  in  Vermont  $  and  on  a  quantity  of  teas 
consumed  by  fire  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  duties  chaceed  on  a  cargo 
of  salt  lost  in  the  port  of  AnnsEpolis,  by  a  flood, 
were  remitted  by  a  law. passed  the  4th  of  August, 
1790.  Several  other  laws^  sir^  having  for  tticir 
object  the  remission  of  duties  m  cases  where  die 
imported  articles  had  been  destroyl^,  were  ad- 
verted to  by  xny  honorable  colleague  a  few  Am 
since,  in  his  eioqueat  argument  on  the  motion  m 
reoommitment. 

'  If  precedeats,  then,  ate  lo  decide  this  case,  these 
are  empty  sufficient  for  that  nnrpose.  But,  sir.  if 
there  were  no  preeedents,  would  not  this  JtoBonoie 
body  decide  agreeably  to  the  reason  and  justice  of 
the  case?  Eveiy  question  of  this  nature  is  so  to 
be  examined  and- thus  decided. 

May  I  not  hope,  sir,  after  the  discussion  which 
this  subject  has  undergone  on  the  motion  for  re- 
commitment, and  tbe  decisfon  of  that  motion  af- 
firmatively, that  this  bill,  Which  has  been  reported 
in  conformity  Irith  instructions  from  this  honora- 
ble body,  will  meet  with  a  liberal  and  generous 
support  9  Already  has  the  report  of  yoor  poeced- 
ings  touching  this  subiect  gone  to  the  puolic.  It 
has  no  doubt  inspired  nope,  and  imparted  consola- 
tion to  the  hearts  of  these  unfortunate  petitionees. 
Feeling  that  they  are  not  disiegatded  by  their 
Oovenment  in  the  daik  hour  of  nusfortune,  their 
palsied  energies  begin-  to  react  ^  and,  by  a  native 
elasticity  of  mind,  ever  called- mto  »otion  under 
the  pressure  of  mnfortune,  by  the  eoneciousness  of 
sympathy  and  support,  they  are  even  nowMcetch- 
ing  out  to  the  eye  of  hope  future  schemes  of  bun- 
ness  and  of  profit.  Will  you  ^ve  reality  to  these 
consolatory  anticipations,  by  imparting  to  than 
form  and  substance,  or  will  you  treat  them  as  vis- 
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ions  of  the  deluded  and  forlorn,  and  by  a  dash  of 
yoar  pen  blot  them  out  forever? 

If  the  view,  sir,  of  this  question,  which  I  have 
thus  imperfectly  presented  to  the  Senate,  be  cor- 
rect, and  I  do  not  perceive  its  fallacy,  the  j>rayer 
of  uese  petitioners  addresses  itself  to  the  justice, 
the  enligDtened  judgment,  and  the  magnanimity 
of  Congress.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  not 
permitted  to  doubt  of  its  eventual  success. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time — ^yeas  27. 

MISSOURI  EXPEDITION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
military  appropriation  bill — the  question  on  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  for  the  Q^uartermaster 
Qeneral's  department,  from  9450,000  to  500,000, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Trimble  added  some  remarks  to  what  he 
said  yesterday,  and  went  into  sundry  details  to 
diow  that  the 'appropriation  proposed  would  be 
necessary  for  the  QAiartermaster  General's  depart- 
ment, independently  of  any  regard  to  the  Missouri 
Expedition ;  that  it  would  be  less  than  the  appro- 
priation for  the  same  service  in  1811,  when  the 
Army  was  only  between  five  and  six  thousjBind 
men,  and  no  post  more  distant  than  Belle  Fontaine ; 
that  it  woula  be  inadeouate  to  the  estimates  of  the 
Quartermaster  General,  whose  airangements  had 
greatly  economized  the  expenses  of  this  branch  of 
the  service,  and  their  execution  was  indispensable 
to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that  the  expedition 
for  which  this  appropriation  was  intended,  was 
inexpedient — if  encouraged  it  would  in  time  draw 
the  whole  army  from  the  Atlantic  States,  which 
the  proper  defence  of  the  seacoast  would  not  per- 
mit, and  where  the  number  now  was  too  small, 
and  involve  the  necessity  of  increasing  it,  in  which 
case  the  amount  now  in  Question  would  be  a  mere 
drop.  The  post  contemplated  was  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  frontiers^  oecause  it  was  too  far  in 
the  interior  of  the  Indian  country,  by  five  or  six 
hundred  miles;  that  intennediate  posts  must  be 
maintained,  and  as  soon  as  this  line  was  estab- 
lished, settlers  would  follow  them,  right  or  wrong, 
and  form  a  string  of  settlements  for  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  miles,  and  involve  the  country  in 
endless  broils  with  tne  Indians.  Thinking  thus^ 
though  he  entertained  the  highest  respect  for  the 
authority  under  which  the  expedition  wks  com- 
menced, it  was  perfectly  fair  to  check  it  by  with- 
holding the  appropriation,  and  thus  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  it,  dtc. 

Mr.  Dana  stated  the  object  of  this  expedition  as 
iai  as  the  Mandan  Villa^^  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  posts  up  the  Mississippi,  to  be  for  the  pro- 
tection 01  our  frontier  and  the  advancement  of^the 
Noi:thwest  fur  trade,  as  well  as  to  prevent  that  of 
foreigners  from  being  carried  on  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter,  dbc.,  and  he  read  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  \Var  to  Congress,  on  this  subject,  to 
ahow  more  fully  the  objects  and  utility  of  the  ex- 
pedition. To  effect  these  objects,  only  920,000 
were  required,  in  addition  to  what  would  be,  with- 
out it,  necessary,  if  the  expedition  remained  at  tjie 


Council  Blufis.  He  insisted  earnestly  on  the 
national  advantages  in  view,  and  which  would 
accrue  from  it,  if  the  expedition  should  be  judi- 
ciously executed. 

Mr.  EowARna  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  and, 
by  a  r^erence  to  the  character  of  the  trade  carried 
on  formerly  by  the  French  with  the  Indians,  to 
obviate  the  arguments  of  Mr.  S.,  and  to  show,  in 
substance,  that  forts  in  the  Indian  country  would 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  rather  than  exciting 
Indian  hostilities — neither  would  ther  produce 
illesal  settlements  on  the  Indians  lands,  as  such 
setUements  would  be  prevented  by  the  very  means 
which  it  was  argued  would  encourage  them,  du:. 

Mr.  Wilson  would  hesitate,  were  this  a  new 
question ;  but  having  been  gone  into  deliberately 
by  the  Executive,  and  as  great  stress  was  laid  on 
it  and  much  good  expected  from  it  by  that  branch 
of  the  Government,  ne  would  not  now  endeavor  to 
put  it  down  bv  withholding  a  small  additional  sam^ 
thev  would  have  time  to  ascertain  its  advantages 
in  the  coarse  of  the  year,  and  either  send  forward 
or  stop  the  expedition  as  prudenee  might  dictate ; 
but  he  would  leave  it  to  them,  particularly  as  no 
one  had  yet  pronounced  the  enterprise  absolutely 
improper  or  unwise ;  its  expediency  was  doubted 
only.  Its  impropriety  matter  of  conjecture,  and  he 
would  suffer  it  to  be  fully  tried,  as  it  had  advanced 
so  far. 

Mr.  Lanman  advocated  the  expedition  and  the 
policy  of  employing  the  army  in  extending  and 
protecting  the  valuable  fur  trade,  and  in  excluding 
the  interrerence  and  mischiefs  of  foreign  traders, 
in  promoting  an  influence  and  amity  with  the 
Induins,  andprotecting  our  frontier.  It  would  be 
much  better,  he  argued,  to  keep  the  troops  employ- 
ed in  useful  enterprise  and  active  service,  becom- 
ing the  nature  of  their  profession,  than  allow  them 
to  remain  idly  in  the  large  cities  on  the  Atlantic, 
merely  cleaning  their  arms,  and  deteriorating  every 
day.  He  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the  fur 
trade,  and  the  immense  extent  or  that  which  woald 
be  opened  by  this  expedition,  and  which  he  would 
not  sufier  to  be  usurped  by  foreign  traders,  even  if 
it  were  of  less  value ;  that  to  permit  the  intrusion  of 
foreign  traders  within  our  limits  was  a  violation 
of  the  rights  and  the  honor,  and  endangered  the 
safety,  of  the  country;  to  shut  them  out  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  welfare  of  the  frontiers  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  people.  That  settlements  would  follow 
these  pDsts  was  admitted ;  but  the^  would  spread 
to  the  West  in  spite  of  all  regulations,  until  they 
had  reached  the  Pacific.  He  defimded  the  wis- 
dom of  the  policy  of  which  this  expedition  formed 
a  part,  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  it,  and  the 
impropriety  of  crippling  and  cramping  it  by  refus- 
ing the  small  sunr  m  question,  dbc. 

MK  Smith  maintained  that,  as  the  laws  prohib- 
ited settlements  on  the  Indian  lands,  th«ir  viola- 
tion ought  to  be  permitted  or  encouraged  by  a  chain' 
of  posts  for  eighteen  hundred  miles  into  the  Indian 
country,  and  spoke  to  show  the  defenceless  condi- 
tion of^  the  forts  on  the  seaboard,  in  which  he  ad- 
duced several  facts,  and  the  inexpediency  of  draw- 
ing off  into  the  West  troops  necessary  to  man  the 
maritime  works.  He  replied  at  considerable  length 
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to  Mr.  Lanhan,  arguing  that  if  rights  were  to  be 
so  rigidly  defended,  why  not  at  once  go  against 
the  foreign  encroacnments  south  of  Columbia,  and 
force  justice  from  Spain,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance^ to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the  Qjiar- 
termaster  General's  department,  from  ^50,000  to 
$500,000,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Mewrs.  Dana,  E«toD»  Edwardii,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Johnson  of  LouisiBna,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Otis, 
Parrott,  Pinkney,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Thomas, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Brown,  Qurrill,  Dickerson, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  King  of  New  York,  Macon,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Buggies,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Tichenor,  Van  I)>ke,  aq^l  Williams  of  Mississippi — 18. 

Some  discussion  took  place*on  other  points;  after 
which,  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  apportioning  the  representa* 
tives  from  the  States  oi  Massachusetts  and  Maine 
in  the  next  Congress,  was  read  a  third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  tn^  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  and  spent  considera- 
ble time  on,  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  (providing  for  the  more 
prompt  recovery  of  debts  due  the  United  States, 
&c.,)  after  which  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursuay,  March  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Brown,  the  Conunittae  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  G.  Perkins  and  others,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr.  BroWn,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,'  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^^An 
act  concerning  navigation;*'  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, in  pursuance  of  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  certam  judffes  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  bifl  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  respecting  piracy  and  other 
crimes,  reported  the  same  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Conunittee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Cahokia^  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  bill  confirming  th^  pro- 
ceedings of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  in  .the  State  of  IllinoL&  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  village ;  and  the  report 
and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bUl  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  establishing  the  grade  of 
Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Service  of  the  United 


States ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  U)  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainxs. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  Regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States  army,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to^mend  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
*was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli2a- 
beth  Braden,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiit- 
tee  on  Finance.  • 

The  Senate  resiimed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  29th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  said  Dis- 
trict a  delegate  to  Congress ;  and.  on  motion  by 
Mr-  Looan,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Harriet  Shackerly, 
Sarah  Shackerly.  and  Mary  Shackerly,  children 
of  Peter  Shackerly ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Otis, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1820, 
was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  passed,  ana 
sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  tor  concur- 
rence in  the  amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suffer- 
ers at  Savannah,  was  also  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  Hou^  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presiuent  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  general  abstract  of  the 
Militia  of  the  United  iStates,  in  pnrsaance  of  tho  act  of 
March  2, 1803. 

JAMES  MONROK. 

March  30,  1820. 

The  Message  and  abstract  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  more  prompt  recovery  of  debts 
due  by  defaulters,  dtc.,  to  the  United  States,  (for 
the  appointment  of  a  Treasury  Solicitor,  giving 
summary  process,  dec.) 

Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  details  of  this 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  van  Dyke,  Tichenor, 
Walker,  of  Georgia,  Pinkney,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Barbour,  Lanman,  and  Mellen,  en^ed ; 
in  the  course  of  which  the  clause  authorizmg  the 
appointment  of  a  Solicitor  for  the  Treasury  was 
stricken  out,  and  his  duties  confided  to  such  oflicer 
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of  the  Treasury  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  appoint. 

Before  tne  Senate  had  got  through  the  bill,  it 
iras  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

DAY  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  some  days  ago  by  Mr.  Otis,  that 
the  present  session  of  Congress  be  adjourned  on  the 
17th  of  April. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN  mored  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion until  Thursday  next ;  which,  after  some  de- 
bate on  the  question  of  so  early  an  adjournment, 
<on  the  nature,  the  quantity,  and  importance  of 
business  proper  to  be  acted  on,  and  on  the  propri- 
ety'of  at  this  time  deciding  on  the  period  of  ad- 
journment, was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  17,  nays  21. 

Mr.  LowBiE  mored  to  strike  out  the  17th,  and 
insert  the  §4th,  as  the  da^  proposed  for  the  ad- 
joummait;  which  was  decided  m  the  affirmatire, 
by  yeas  and  nays — 22  to  17. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  these  sereral 
motions,  and  on  the  resolution  itself,  in  wliich 
Messrs.  KiNO,.of  Alabama,  EhcKERSON,  Barbour, 
RuooLRe,  Otis,  Morril,  and  Dana  entered. 

The.  resolution,  as  amended,  was  finally  agreed 
to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  King  of  AUbams, 
King  of  New  York,  Laomui,  Logan,  Macon,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts, 
BtokM,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Teanessee — 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Buniil,  Dana,  DickerMD, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Leake,  Lowrie,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Smith,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 20. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The.  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bcrrill, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  unif<Mrm  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  the  bill  had  undergone 
so  material  a  change  in  its  character,  by  the  prin- 
ciples and  proTisions  which  had  been  added  to  it 
hj  way  of  amendments,  that  it  had  lost  much  t>f 
his  friendship.^  He  wisned  to  make  an  ^ort  to 
restore  it  to  such  a  shape  as,  in  his  riew,  would 
improve  its  utility,  and  render  it  less  objectiona- 
ble ;  and  therefore  moved  '^  that  the  bill  lie  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with 
instructions  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  the 
proviso  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  [enumerating 
the  classes  of  mechanics  and  others^  who  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  the  bill ;]  and  also 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  same,  by  extending 
the  privileges  of  the  act  to  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,  upon  their  voluntary  application  therefor." 

After  submitting  his  motion,  Mr.  O.  added  a  re- 
mark or  two,  to  show  that  the  bill,  if  amended  as 
he  proposed,  would  still  be  so  applied,  by  construe^ 
tion,  as  to  embrace  many  classes,  and  answer,  in 
a  great  decree,  the  views  of  Mr.  Van  Dtke,  and 
those  gentlemen  who  had  favored  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Barbodr  believing,  from  the  indications  he 
had  received,  that  there  was  little  chance  of  a  ma- 


jority of  the  Senate  being  united  in  support  of  any 
system  of  bankruptcy  at  thb  session,  rose  to  move 
that  this  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  In  making  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  toc^ 
occasion  to  disclaim  any  hostility  or  want  of  re- 
spect for  the  mercantile  class  or  the  business  of 
commerce,  which  he  not  only  hdd  in  estimation 
from  its  intrinsic  respectability,  but  as  a  ^reutt  con- 
stituent of  the  national  interests,  and  which,  in  his 
part  of  the  country,  was  heid  in  equal  esteem  with 
other  vocations.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  sufamit, 
in  a  ^wech  of  considerable  length,  his  nuaas  for 
standing  in  opposition  to  a  ^enoal  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy; its  conferring  privileges  on  particular 
classes;  its  pernicious  tendency  to  generate  fraud; 
the  unfavorableness  of  all  the  experience  of  Eng- 
land on  the  subject;  the  evils  which  he  appre- 
hended from  its  operation  on  society,  and  which 
he  was  particular  in  endeavoring  to  show,  dbc. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Barbocr's 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

YxA8«— Messrs.  Baibonr,  Elton,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Lonisisna,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmar,  Pleasants,  Bug- 
gies, Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Tennewae,and  Wilaon — 19. 

Nays — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekerson, 
Edwards,  BlUot,  GaiUard,  Hunter,  King  of  Neir  Yoik, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  I'ichenor,  TrimUe,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 22. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  projKKition  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Otis  to  recommit  the  bill,  Mr.  Vak 
Dyke  offered  succinetiv  the  reascms  whieh,  in  his 
view,  were  opposed  to  tne  motion,  and  which  jus- 
tified the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Burrill  advocated  the  recommitment,  jxar- 
ticularly  from  a  desire  to  discard  that  feature  which 
applies  the  act  to  all  classes  of  debtors  to  a  certain 
amount,  by  their  vohintaiv  consent. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  Yori,  maintaining'  the  opin- 
ion that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enact  an  insol- 
vent law,  though  it  had  the  power,  emphatically 
given,  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  was  rather  in  favor 
of  a  course  that  would  try  specific  questions  on 
these  principles,  instead  of  recommitment  If  the 
Senate  should  nnally  insist  on  stretching  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Government,  to  the  enacunent  of  the 
principle  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vam  Dtke, 
anxious  as  he  was  for  a  bankrupt  law  of  some  kind, 
and  of  almost  any  kind  withm  the  limits  of  the 
Constitution — ^for  defects  might  be  remedied  here- 
after according  to  experienee — ^he  should  be  con- 
strained to  vote  against  the  btU.  Mr.  K.  aigoed 
his  opinions  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Oria  defended  the  coarse  he  had  pn^osed, 
as  the  only  mode  of  getting  at  his  object,  inasmuch 
as  the  amendments  naving  been  agreed  to  could 
not  now  be  reached  by  any  specific  and  direct  mo- 
tion in  the  Senate';  and  he  also  explained  more  at 
large  his  views  of  the  principles  in  question,  cod- 
curring  with  Mr.  Kino  so  far  as  to  doubt  whether 
an  insolvent  act,  which  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amenii- 
ment  would  amount  to,  was  in  the  contemplatian 
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of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  He  argued 
against  this  principle  also  from  its  practical  opera- 
tion upon  the  business  and  afiairs  of  society. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  and  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
in  the  first  section,  excepting  Various  mechanical 
classes,  dbc,  from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  con- 
ceiving it  no  longer  necessary,  if  the  feature  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Van  Dyke  were  retained. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  9,  navs  38. 

Mr.  Melletc  moved  to  strike  out  the  oOth  lec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  is,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

**  Sic.  60.  That  this  act  shallnot  repeal  or  annul  the 
)awB  of  any  State  now  in  force,  or  which  may  be  here* 
after  enacted  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  except 
•0  &r  ss  the  same  may  respect  persons  who  are,  or 
may  be  clearly  within  the  purview  of  this  set,  and 
whose  debts  sbaH  amonnt,  in  the  cases  specified  in  the 
second  section  thereof^  to  the  sums  therein  mentioned. 
And  if  any  person  within  the  purview  of  Uus  act  shall 
be  impriaoDed  fi»r  the  space  of  three  aaonths  for  any 
debt,  or  upon  any  contract,  naless  the  ereditofs  of  suoh 

griaoner  shall  proceed  to  proaecnte  a  commission  of 
snkmptcy  sgainst  him  or  her,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  acttsach  debtor  may  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  relief,  under  such  laws  -  Sot  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors^  this  set  notwithstanding." 

This  motion  was  negatived  bv  a  large  majority ; 
and,  no  other  motion  ^inff  ma^e,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  hill,  as  amended,  to  be  en- 

Soased  and  read  a  third  tune,  and  was  decided  in 
e  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YmAS— Messrs.  Barrill,  Dans,  IHckerson,  Elliot, 
GaiUard,  Hunter,  Lanmin,  Mellen,  Parratt,  Phtknay, 
Roberts,«siiford,  Stokes,  Tkhenor,  and  Van  Dyk»— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baibonr,  Brown,  Eaton,  Johnson 
of  Kentoflkj,  Johnson  of  LouiaiaBs,  King  of  AJaba* 
na.  King  of  Kew  York,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  Mor* 
nJ,  Otis,  Paioiar,  Pleasants,  Rnggles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Wiyiams  of  Tennessee,  and 
Wilson— 23. 

So  the  biU  was  rejected.    . 


Friday,  March  31. 

Mr.  J  OHMS  ON,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that|at 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Senate,  he  should  a^  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  appropriate  a  room  in  the  cua- 
tom-lftouae  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  NewOrleans, 
to  the  line  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Statte 
lor  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  mititled  '^An  act  authorizing  payment  to 
be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed  mto  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  United  States,"  with  an  ameadhnent,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vessds  of  war ;  the  bill  establish- 
ing the  grade  of  Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Ser- 
vice  of  tne  United  Statea;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Bmith ;  and,  also,  the  bill  conficmiog 
the  i»oceeding8  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 


Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laving  out  a 
town  on  the  commons  of  the  said  village,  were 
severely  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  SANFonn,  the  bill  sop^e- 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others,"  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  fdlowing  motions 
for  consideration : 

ReMoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  snnnally  appropriated  and  paid, 
since  the  Declaration  of  ^dependence,  lor  purchasing 
from  the  Indians,  surveying  and  selling  the  pabhc 
lands,  showing  as  near  as  may  be  the  qnantities  of  land 
which  have  been  purchased,  the  number  of  acres  which 
have  been  surveyed,  the  number  sold,  and  the  number 
which  remain  unsold,  the  amount  of  ssles,  the'  amount 
of  forfeitures,  the  sums  paid  by  purchssers,  and  the 
sums  dae  from  purchasers,  and  from  receivers  in  each 
land  district. 

Reaohfed,  Thst  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  st  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  expended  in  each  year  since  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  holding  conferences 
and  making  treaties  with  the  Indisn  tribes ;  specifying 
grants  and  presents,  whether  in  money  or  goods ;  in- 
nuities  psid  and  now  payable  to  the -Indian  tribes; 
the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid  for  the  In- 
'dian  trade,  inehiding  the  sums  allowed  for  salarisa  and 
allowances  to  superintendents,  clerks,  factors,  commis- 
ridnem,  sgents,  interpreters,  and  all  other  persons  em- 
ployed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the 
aegotiatioas  and  intesoeune  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

PUBLIC  DBPAULTBR8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  summary  process  for  the  collection 
of  aebts  due  by  d^aulters,  dtc.,  to  the  United 
Slates. 

Much  discussion  again  took  place  on  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Ticb^ 
NOB.  Otis,  PiaKiiBT,  Babeoub,  Kimo  of  New 
York,  Rdo]Qi«B8,  Walkbb  of  Georgia,  and  othess, 
in  the  course  of  which,  a  motion  was  made,  b^  Mr. 
RuooLBS,  to  reconmut  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  with  instnictioos  to  substitute  in  the 
piaoe  of  the  clause  now  contained  in.  it  such  pro- 
visions as  may  best  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
the  accounts  to  which  it  relates,  and  the  security 
and  speedy  recovery  of  the  debts,  by  the  judgment 
or  decree  of  the  ordinary  courts  of  judicatuce. 

This  proposition  bong  divided,  the  questio^i  was 
first  twen  on  the  reconunitment,  and  being  de- 
cided in  the  negative— ayes  17,  noes  19 — ^the  re- 
laainder  of  the. motion  fell  of  course. 

The  question .  then  recurred  on  a  motion,  previ- 
ously made  by  Mr.  Tichbnob,  to  insert  a jsroviso 
that  the  summary  process  should  not  afiect  the 
surety  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  who  be- 
came boimd  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  but 
every  officer  shall  give  before  a  certain  day,  new 
and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  required  of  him;  which  -  amendment  vras 
agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Eaton  moved  an  amendment,  intended  to 
make  the  operation  of  the  act  entirely  prospective, 
and  not  embrace  cases  of  debts  incurred  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  a  differ- 
ent course  would  convict  with  the  Constitution — 
which  he  argued  to  establish — and  that  persons 
accepting  offices  hereafter  would  know  the  con- 
ditions which  were  annexed  to  them,  du;. 
This  motion  was  negatived  without  a  count 
Mr.  Barbodr  intimating  an  intention  to  offer 
an  amendment  which  would  require  some  time  to 
prepare  and  digest,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion, 
postponed  to  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20th 
instant,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  February  last, 
abstracts  of  the  bonds  or  other  securities  given 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  hy  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  lands,  and  registers  of  public  lands ;  paymas- 
ters in  the  army  and  pursers  in  the  navy  who  are 
now  in  office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been  in 
office,  and  whose  accounts  remain  unsettled ;  toge- 
ther with  a  statement  of  such  other  facts  as  may 
tend  to  show  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
so  far  altering  the  laws  respecting  such  officers, 
that  they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for  limited 
periods,  subject  to  removal  as  heretofore, — ^was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  composed  of  Messrs. 
Dickerson,  Burrill,  Lanman,  Dana,  and  King 
of  New  York. 

THE  BANKRUPT  BILL. 

Mr.  Otis  ro9e  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  bankrupt  bill  was 
indefinitely  postponed.  He  was  induced  to  make 
this  motion  from  some  encouragement  which  he 
had  received  from  sentlemen  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  bill,  to  hope  that  principles  might 
be  so  adjusted  and  imbodied  as  to  make  it  accept- 
able to  all  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  act ;  and  from 
the  willingness  which  had  been  manifested,  even 
by  those  opposed  to  a  bankrupt  system,  to  give  it 
a  fair  trial.  Should  they  be  able  to  agree,  all 
probably  would  rejoice  in  the  event ;  and  to  give 
the  bill  one  more  chance  for  its  life,  he  made  this 
motion,  with  the  intention,  should  it  succeed,  of 
moving  its  recon^mitment  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  as  the  Senate  was 
thin,  -moved  to  postpone  a  decision  on  the  motion 
until  Monday,  but,  at  the  request  of  several  gen- 
tlemen, afterwards  withdrew  it.  He  was,  how- 
ever, opposed  to  the  reconsideration.  The  bill  had 
taken  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  its  rejection  took 
place  atter  mature  consideration.  He  thought  it 
unadvisable  to  revive  the  question,  to  go  over  the 
discussion  again,  as  it  would  be  a  useless  consump- 
tion of  time. 

Mr.  Lanman  was  in  favor  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion, though  he  knew  not  how  he  should  finally 
be  induced  to  vote,  if  the  bill  were  again  bct>ught 
up.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  cries  of  the 
numerous  petitioners  who  had  prayed  relief  ought 
to  be  listened  to,  and  seriously  considered.    The 


bill,  it  seemed,  had  been  thrown  out  bv  a  sort  of 
sideway  operation ;  and  it  ought  to  be  fairijr  decided, 
accordmg  to  the  opinions  of  the  maiority,  as  to 
the  expediency  of  granting  relief.  If  a  majority 
thought  reliei  should  be  provided,  that  opinion 
ought  to  prevaiL  He  was  glad  the  motion  was 
m^e,  and  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  thought  if  there  vras 
any  possibility,  on  a  revision  of  the  subject,  of 
coming  to  a  favorable  conclusion,  it  ought  to  be 
tried.  We,  said  Mr.  K.,  have  given  to  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  evidence  of  a  willingness  to  af- 
ford relief  to  one  part  of  the  country ;  and  have 
passed  a  bill  extending  a  liberal  indulgence  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  puUic  lands.  Even  in  regard 
to  the  large  and  embarrassing  debt  due  in  Alaba- 
ma, there  was  a  disposition  to  afford  relief.  He 
referred  to  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  de- 
manded relief  from  the  bankrupt  act,  and  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  distress  was  incurred,  to 
show  that  it  was  eminently  entitled  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  One  remark  he  would 
add  on  the  subject ;  it  was,  that  for  the  three  years 
succeeding  the  late  war,  one  half  of  the  money 
arising  from  importations  had  gone  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation  ;  the  Government  lost  nothing ; 
yet  it  was  these  very  importations  that  brought 
ruin  on  many  of  those  who  now  solicited  the  mief 
of  this  act. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  glad  the  motion  was  made. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  to  obtain  the 
bill,  he  would  meet  gentlemen  on  liberal  ground, 
and  if  he  could  not  obtain  all  he  desired  in  such  a 
bill,  he  would  take  what  others  he  believed  would 
be  ready  to  concede ;  and  be  able  he  hoped  to 
agree  on  a  system  which  woold  produce  much 
good,  though  It  might  not  in  every  particular  be 
agreeable  to  all. 

Mr.  Wilson  conceived  that  no  possible  good 
could  be  produced  by  a  reconsideration  of  the  biJl ; 
and  would  only  desire  an  opportunity  of  recording 
his  vote  on  this  motion;  for  whicn  purpose  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.^  King,  of  Alabama,  was  in  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  if  confined  to  the  tra^ng  part  of  the 
community.  He  believed  it  proper  to  give  them 
the  relief  asked  for;  it  was  due  to  them  on  account 
of  the  debts  which  they  owed  abroad,  and  which 
no  other  means  would  relieve  them  from ;  and,  as 
foreign  debtors  could  by  their  bankrupt  Laws  jfree 
themselves  from  debts  due  to  our  merchants,  justice 
required  that  the  latter  should  have  the  same  privi- 
lege when  misfortunes  rendered  it  desirable.  He 
could  not,  however,  vote  for  a  system  similar  to 
tluit  which  had  been  rejected,  extending  it  to  all 
classes.  It  would  be  extremdy  injurious,  if  not 
ruinouS)  to  the  planters  and  farmers  to  be  subjected 
to  the  operation  of  such  a  system. 

Mr.  Smith  would  have  no  obiection  to  the  re- 
consideration, if  any  new  lights  had  been  shed  on 
the  subject  since  its  rejection.  But,  after  all  amend- 
ment which  it  could  receive,  and  the  most  mature 
consideration  and  discussion,  the  decision  had  been 
given  against  the  bill,  and  it  was  rejected  by  a  de- 
cided majority.    It  was  not  proper,  under  these 


circumstances,  to  revive 


ic  feeling  was 
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not  a  good  reason  for  th»  motion,  because  public 
feeling  existed  equally  before.  Besides,  the  Senate 
had  fixed  on  a  day  to  adjourn,  and  would  be  bound 
by  it,  if  the  other  House  a^eed  to  it.  The  bank- 
rupt bill  had  its  full  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  and  other  busmess  claimed  a  share  of  it. 
As  no  new  evidence  or  facts,  he  repeated,  had 
come  to  light  in  support  of  the  bill,  he  could  not 
consent  to  take  it  up  again. 

The  question  being  tdcen  on  ike  motion  for  re- 
consideration, it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  na]r8,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dtnt,  Dickerson,  Elliot, 
Hunter,  King  of  Altbsma,  King  of  New  York*  Ltn- 
man,  MeHen,  Otis,  Psrrott,  Ssnford,  Stokes,  Tichenor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  WilUams  of  Mississippi— 17. 

Nats— Messrs.  EatOD,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Jjonisiana,  Leake,  Logan,  LoWrie, 
Macon,  Morril,  Psimer,  Pleasants,  Roberts^  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Geo., 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  Wilson — 19. 


Mom  UAT,  April  3. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
makin£[  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  tne  year  1820,"  reported  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
W.  Mullin  and  others,  silversmiths,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the 
importation  or  wrought  silver,  jewelry,  &c. ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  m^ 
morial  of  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the 
French  emigrants  to  Alabama  engaged  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  tlte  vine  and  olive ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ultimo,  for  certain  information 
of  the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid  since 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  for  purchasing 
from  the  Indians,  surveymg,  and  selling  the  public 
lands,  dkc.,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  also  resumed  the' consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  same  date,  for  information  of  money 
expended  in  each  year  since  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  in  holding  conferences  and  maldns 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  Ac.,  and  agreed 
thereto* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  '*A^  act  authorizmg  payment  to  be  made 
for  certain  muskets  impressed  mto  the  service  of 
the  United  States,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
JLeander  Cathcart,  prayins  the  liquidation,  by  law, 
of  his  claim  a^inst  the  United  States  for  services 
rendered ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Rdations. 

Mr.  OrtB  presented  the  petition  of  Snsannah 
Stewart,  stating  that  she  is  the  owner  of  certain 
certificates,  issued  by  the  New  Sngland  Mississippi 


Land  Company,  which  she  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  supposed  in  conformity 
with  the  act  of  Congress  for  indemnifying  the 
claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 

E raying  the  same  may  be  directed  to  be  returned  to 
er,  as  her  claim  was  rejected  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  ot  State, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JoRNBON,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
tO:moTrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  BnwARns  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 
land  district  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  north  of  the 
district  of  Shawneetown. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
.  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony 
S.  Delisle^  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  Revolutionaiy  war,'  passed 
the  18th  of  MarclK  1818 ;"  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave,  and 
agreeably  to  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  appropriate 
apartments  in  the  new  custom-house  at  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  use  of  the  district  court  for  the  State 
of  Louisiana ;  which  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  communicated  to  the  Senate  a  document, 
containing  a  plan  (by  Lieutenant  Ramage,  of  the 
Navy)  for  the  defence  of  the  commerce  and  the 
protectioo  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  near  the  river  Mississippi ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  tb  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
jpunishment  of  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes  :  to  revise  and  imbody  in 
one  act  various  penal  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  bin,  consisting  of  thirty-three  printed  folio 
pages,  and  embracmg  a  great  mass  of  detail,  was 
read  tnrough,  and  some  progress  made  in  the  con- 
sideration of  its  provisions. 

DISTiaCT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  JoBNSOii  of  Kentucky,  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
to.  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  a  Delegate  on  the  floor  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Johnson  added  a  few  renxarks  to  what 
he  had  said  in  support  of  his  motion  when  first 
submitted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York;  briefly  stated  his  ob- 
jection to  the  motion,  founded  prmcipally  on  the 
opinion  that  this  was  an  inquiry  whicn  it  was  pro- 

Sr,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  to  leave  to  the  other 
ouse,  as  a  Delegate,  if  authorized,  would  take  his 
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seat  there ;  that  the  pNeople  of  the  District  had  not 
asked  of  Congress  this  pririlege ;  that  it.  had  hem 
given  to  territories  only  which  looked  forward  to 
become  independent  members  of  the  Umon,  and 
might  sanction  or  five  color  to  an  impression  that 
Congress  contem|Hated  a  similar  result,  at  some 
time,  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  Johnson  replied,  to  obviate  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Kino,  and  enforce  his  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
motion ;  after  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  15,  noes  14. 

PUBLIC  DEFAULTERS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  providing  summary  process  for  the  recov- 
ery of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  &c.,  to  the  Grovern- 
ment. 

According  to  the  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Bar- 
bour when  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration, 
he  offered  an  amendment  thereto  in  the  following 
words : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  sny  person 
should  consider  himself  aggrioved  by  anywanmnt 
issaed  nndoT  this  act,  he  may  prefer  a  bill  of  com- 
plaint to  any  diatrict  judge  of  the  United  6talea«  set- 
ting forth  therstn  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  isjary 
of  which  be  complaina ;  and  thereupon  the  jndge  afore- 
said may,  if  in  lus  opinion  the  case  requires  it,  grant 
an  iojunction  to  stay  proceedings  on  such  warrant 
altogether,  or  for  so  mucn  thereof  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  requires.  But  no  injuaction  shall  issue  till  the 
party  applying  for  the  same  shall  give  bond  and  suffi- 
cient security,  conditioned  for  the  performance  of 
such  judgment  ss  shall  be  awarded  against  the  com- 
plainant, in  such  amount  as  the  judge  granting  tiie 
injunction  shall  prescribe.  Nor  sfaaU  the  issuing  of 
such  injunction  m  any  manner  impair  the  lien  pro- 
duced by  the  issuing  d  such  warrant;  and  the  same 
proceedings  shsll  be  had  on  such  injunction  as  in 
other  oasea,  ezc^t  that  no  answer  shall  be  necessary 
on  the  past  of  the  United  States ;  and  if,  upon  dissolv- 
ing the  injunction,  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the  sams,  that  the 
appUcatioo  for  the  injunctbn  was  merdy  for  delay,  in 
addition  to  the  kwfol  interest  which  shall  be  assessed 
on  all  sums  which  may  be  found  due  against  the 
complainant,  the  aaid  judge  is  hereby  authorized  to 
add  such  damages  ss  that,  with  the  lawful  interest,  it 
shall  not  eiceed  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  an- 
num on  the  principal  sum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thst  such  injunctions 
may  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  such  judge,  eidier  in 
or  out  of  court. 

And  be  it  further  enaUtd,  That  if  any  peraon  shall 
coniider  himself  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of  such 
judge,  either  in  refusing  to  issue  the  injunction,  or, 
if  granted,  on  its  dissoiution,  it  shall  bn  competent  for 
such  person  to  lay  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  had  be- 
fore the  district  judge,  before  a  judge  of  the  Snprene 
Court,  to  whom  authority  is  hereby  given  either  to 
grant  the  injunction,  or  permit  an  sjppeal,  as  the  esse 
may  be,  if  in  the  opinion  of  such  judge  of.  the  Su- 
preme Court  the  equity  of  the  case  requires  it.  And , 
thereupon  tho  same  proceedings  ahali  be  had  upon 
such  itijunciion  in  the  Circuit  Court  as  are  prescribed 
in  the  bistrict  Court,  and  subject  to  the  same  condi- 
tions in  sll  respects  whatsoever. 

A  good  4eal  of  debate  took  place  on  this  amend- 


ment, in  which  Messrs.  Barbour,  WALKsa,of 
Georgia,  Burrill,  Williams,  of  Tenneeaee,  Otis, 
TicHBNOR,  Mellen,  Lanman,  Eaton,  and  SiirTE, 
participated. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  amendment 
was  amended,  <mi  motion  of  Mr.  BuaaiLL,  bf 
adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  constnied  ^'to  take  away  or  im- 
pair any  ri£^ht  or  remedy  which  the  United  State 
now  have  bv  law  for  the  recovery  of  taxes,  delrts, 
or  demands." 

Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  was  agreed  to— - 
ayes  22. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  all  the  amendments  successivdy  con- 
curred in ;  but  the  vote  on  Mr.  Babboor's  amend- 
ment was  subsequently  reconsidered,  the  amend- 
ment ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  faiU  pos^ned 
until  to-morrow. 


TuESOAY,  April  4. 

Mr.  Wilu  AMS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  whrai  was  referred  the 
laemorial  of  John  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  French  emigrants  to  Alabama,  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  x&  vine  and  olive,  reported  & 
bill,  supplementary  to  an  act^  entitled  "An  act  to 
set  apart  and  dispose  of  certam  public  lands  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  pultivation  of  the  vine  and 
olive ;''  and  the  bill  was  read,  aad  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  comnuttee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  graDLtiog  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  pubUclands, 
reported  the  same  without  amendm«nt. 

Mr.  Smith,  fn»n  the  Committeeon  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  further  to  extend 
the  iudicial  system  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  also, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory to  be  pdnted  and  distciboted,"  reported  the 
same,  respectively,  without  amendmoit 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lomsiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  r^;ulate  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  coart  of  Uie  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  EowARBS  asked  and  obtained  Icare  to  bnog 
in  a  bUl  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  Stated" 
Illinois,  north  of  the  district  of  Shawneetown^  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readii^. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  a  room,  or  rooms,  in  the 
custom-house,  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  district  courtol  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  State  of  LoaiLsi«na,w«si«ad  the 
second  time,  and  referoed  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  bcought  up  yesterday  for  eoncttrrence 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  leicned 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatires^  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  AnlhcHiy  S. 
Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudlejr,  and  John  l/L  Van 
Cleef,"  and  concurred  iherein. 
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SfiHATB* 

Mr.  Kina,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred*  reported  a  bill  to  aatfaorize  the  apoolnt- 
ment  oi  commissicmers  to  lay  out  the  road  and 
canals  therein  mentioned,  ana  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

QENfiRAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance to  the  bin  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820. 

These  amendments  were  principally  as  follows : 

For  the  purchftie  of  books,  mtps»  and  charts,  for  the 
Library  of  CoDgress,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compoDsatSoo  to  the  two  additional  clerks  in 
the  office  of  the  TreaBiircr»  daring  the  present  year, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  derk  of  the  Attorney  Oenand, 
expunge  the  words  <*  eight  hnndrsd  dollars  "  and  in-^ 
•ert  the  words  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balaucea  due  te  eertaln  coliec- 
ton  of  the  old  internal  re«eBne«  fifteen  thousand  delp 
lars. 

For  an  agent  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghen^  $4,i44  44. 

For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  treaties 
with  the  Indiana  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  Uia 
extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  thst  State, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

That  amendment  proponng  to  strike  out  eight 
hundred  and  insert  one  thousancf  dollars,  (the 
sum  originally  annexed  to  the  offiee  by  the  law 
creatiiifi  it,  aad  always  since  given)  as  tiie  salary 
to  be  aUowed  to  the  clerk  to  the  Attorney  Qenersl 
being  reached,  some  debate  arose.  The  discaseion 
tuned  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  r&> 
quiring  the  assistaaee  of  a  derk,and  whether  such 
assistance  oBght  to  be  proyided  by  the  Government, 
rather  than  on  the  question,  between  the  two  sums 
nonied^  The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Sanfors,  Dan  Ay  Macon,  and  Rqo«lb8  ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smitb  and  Looas  ;  and  was 
finally  adoptedU-ayes  18,  noes  14. 

The  other  amenuments  were  successively  agwed 
to — ^faut  not  without  much  investigation  and  dis- 
cnssion. 

Mr.  JoHvuoN,  of  Kentuclqr)  made  an  unsuoeesa- 
ful  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  an  'ap» 
propiiatioa  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  contin- 
gent expeneca  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral's  office,  (for 
a  messenger,  &c.)— heretofore  for  some  time  id- 
lowed,  but  omitted  this  year  by  the  House  of  Rep- 


Mr.  Rkisebts  moved*  to  add  to  theappropnation 
for  agencies  abroad,  for  distressed  Ameriton-  sei^ 
men,  the  earn  of  two  mousand  doUnrs^  with  the  view 
of  establishing  an  agency  at  Hambiirg,  in  addition 
to  those  at  Landon  and  Pans. 

Mr.  R.  followed  his  motion  with  some  remarics 
to  show  the  necessity' of  such  an  agency  in  the 
north  of  Borope,  aiismg  from  the  great  extent  of 
our  trade  to  ttiat  quarter  of  the  worid,  and  the 
number  of  seamen  which  wereLConsequently^  from 
their  habits,  and  other  causes,  left  destitute,  unaUe 
to  get  home,  and  without  the  moms  of  temporary 


subsistence ;  and.  arguing'  that  an  agency  in  the 
north  of  Europe  was  more  necessary  even  than 
one  in  Paris. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion, unless  some  information  were  offered  to  show 
that  the  trade  to  Hamburg  was  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude to  require  the  estahbshment  of  such  an 
agency  there.  If  it  were  necessary,  he  presumed, 
that  it  would  have  been  recommended  by  the  proper 
department.  It  was,  moreover^  the  duty  of  our 
Consuk  abroad  to  take  care  of  deetitute  seamen, 
and  provide  them  with  the  means  of  returning 
home. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  was  not  aware  that  it 
w«s  the  duty  of  Consuls  to  take  care  of  distressed 
seamen,  when  the  du^  was  not  specially  commit- 
ted to  them ;  and  he  aoubted  if  such  were  the  &ct. 
Mr.  EL  was  of  opinion  that  an  agency  of  this  kind 
was  more  necessary  at  Hamburg,  or  some  other 
port  in  the  north  of  Europe,  than  one  at  Paris,  or 
in  anv  other  part  of  the  world  except  Eln^and, 
and  it  there  were  to  be  but  two,  ne  should  sity  they 
ought  to  be  at  London  and  Hamhurg.  There  was 
an  agency  formerly  at  Amsterdam,  but  Hamburg 
was  a  more  convenient  and  eligible  position,  as 
well  in  relation  to  the  trade  to  Amsterdam,  as  to 
the  north  of  Europe.  He  vras  not  in  favor  of  re- 
moving the  agency  from  Paris,  as  it  was  necessary 
there  tor  various  reasons :  but  if  there  was  to  be 
hut  two,  he  repeated,  he  snonld  say,  let  them  be  at 
London  and  Hamburg. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  conceive  that  there  was  at 
present  much  necessity  for  the  agency  at  Paris. 
There  was  now  such  a  diffiarence  in  tlie  ports  of 
France,  between  the  vessels  of  America  and  Eng* 
land,  in  favor  of  the  latter,  that  we  had  almost 
abandoned  the  trade  to  that  country ;  and  conse* 
qnently  there  could  remain  but  little  necessity  for 
the  agency  at  Paris  for  destitute  seamen.  Whether 
these  duties  would  be  met  by  corresponding  regn-» 
latiouB  on  our  part,  it  was  not  for  the  Senate  to 
determine — that  nmst  ariffiuBle  elsewhere ;  but  he 
wme  willing  to  remove  the  a^jiency  f^om  Paris  to 
Hamburg. 

Mr.  King,  of  AlabaaM,  wns  still  of  the  opinion 
Umt  the  Senate  could  not  act  undeistandii^a(ly  or 
correctly  on  this  subject  without  more  informadon 
than  it  now  possessed  in  relation  to  it.  This  he 
wms  confident  o^  however,  that  our  Consuls  abroad 
were  bound  to  look  afber  seamen,  and  wereidlowed 
a  compensalion  fee  services  of  tkatkind ;  whether 
the  aliowanee  was  sufficient  or  not,  he  could  not 
say.  If  called  on  to  decide  between  establishing 
an  agency  at  Raria  or  Hamburg,  he  would  net 
hesitate  to  gite  it  to  the  latter  place,  but  he  wu 
not  prepared  to  create  an  additional  agency  with- 
out more  infiMnnation  than  was  beCore  him.  There 
were  many  other  places  where  it  might  be  equally 
neoessaiy — Trieste,  for  instance,  where  our  trade 
was  considerable  and  growing.  Our  Consuls,  he 
admitted,  were  often  poorly  paid*,  hot  it  arose 
generally  from  their  not  beuig  known,  and  not 
being  aide  to  obtain  consignments  from  home. 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to 
aher  &e  amenoment,  so  as  to  provide  for  an 
agency  at  Hamburg,  iastead  of  Paris;  and  Mr. 
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Roberts,  coacarring  in  the  suggestion,  modified 
his  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  Otis  opposed  this  shape  of  the  amendment, 
as  it  would  produce  much  confusion  and  uncer- 
tainty. He  was  in  favor  of  an  additional  agency ; 
not  of  abolishing  that  at  Paris. 

Mr.  Roberts,  upon  consideration^  thought  it 
better,  perhaps,  to  leave  the  appropriation  appli- 
cable to  the  three  places,  at  the  discretion  ot  the 
Executive,  as  the  agency  was  still  necessary  at 
Paris  for  claims,  if  not  for  seamen ;  and  modified 
his  motion  accordin^y. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  a  course 
which  would  diminish  the  compensation  of  the 
agent  at  Paris,  where  there  still  remained  a  large 
amount  of  claims  to  be  settle^  on  account  of  spo- 
liations. That  agent  was  also  Consul  Qeneral 
for  France,  and  it  would  be  a  miserable  office,  de- 
prived of  the  salary  of  ag[ent,  as  there  was  no  mer- 
cantile business  to  afford  it  any  emolument.  That 
officer  also  had  to  attrad  to  the  business  carried 
up  to  Paris  from  the  various  ports  of  France.  Mr. 
K.  was  equally  opposed  to  reducing  the  compen- 
sation at  London.  He  knew  the  Consul  there, 
Colonel  Aspinwall;  he  was  an  officer  in  the  late 
war-*-a  brave  and  gallant  soldier—- and  had  lost  a 
limb  in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  That 
gentleman,  Mr.  K.  had  understood  from  good  au- 
uority,  deterriiining  to  live  within  his  means,  had 
subsisted  his  family,  in  London.  oi;i  £500  sterling, 
being  all  that  he  could  possibly  derive  from  his 
emoluments  as  Consul  and  his  sklary  as  agent  for 
seamen.  An  agency  had  formerly  been  considered 
necessary  at  Amsterdam,  and  Mr.  Bourne  was  ap- 
pointed with  a  salary  of  ^,000;  that  agency  had 
Deen  discontinued  as  the  trade  thither  decreased ; 
hut  Mr.  K.  was  confident  that  an  a^^ency  was 
more  necessary  at  Hamburg  now  than  it  had  been 
at  Amsterdam,  and  more  so  than  at  any  other  port 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  not  aware,  when  he  offered 
his  amiendment,  of  many  facts  which  had  been  dis- 
closed ;  and  the  information  as  well  as  the  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  KiNQ  were  entitled  to  much  consider- 
ation. Being  persuaded  that  the  amendment  was 
better  as  first  ofifered,  he  restored  it  to  its  originid 
shape. 

Mr.  Parrott  was  certain  that  there  was  no 
sort  of  use  for  an  agency  for  seamen  at  Paris  at 
all,  and  could  see  no  necessity  fix  any  appropria- 
tion for  that  object.  At  London  there  was  more 
utility  in  an  agencv  than  in  all  Europe  besides  *, 
various  causes  proaHced  this,  as  well  as  the  great 
extent  of  trade  to  England.  He  argued  that  there 
was  no  more  necessity  for  an  agency  at  Hamburg 
than  at  many  other  places,  and  he  would  not  con- 
sent to  appropriate  a  salary  for  an  agent  there  un- 
less made  general  in  all  the  large  ports  of  Europ^ 
which  he  presumed  the  Senate  was  not  preparea 
to  a^ree  to. 

Bdr.  Maoon  added  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
agency  at  Hamburg,  in  preference  to  retaining  it 
at  Paris,  where,  in  his  opinion,  the  office  was  of 
no  utility. 

Mr.  Smith  concurred  with  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, in  believing  that  it  was  the  duty  of  our  Con- 


suls abroad  to  take  care  of  destitute  and  distressed 
seamen.  At  this  time,  when  all  Europe  was  at 
peace,  it  was  easy,  he  thought,  for  them  to  perform 
that  small  duty.  He  was  avene  to  making  this 
discrimination  m  favor  of  Hamburg,  as  he  saw  no 
good  reason  for  it,  and  had  no  information  ^wffich 
pointed  out  its  propriety.  This  duty  was  not  con- 
fided to  the  Consul  in  London,  and  was  made  a 
special  agency  there,  because  of  the  great  number 
of  cases  which  required  attention  in  England — 
the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  American 
and  native  seamen,  £c.  Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to 
the  tendency  which  seemed  to  belong  to  all  Giov- 
emments  to  increase  the  number  of  offices ;  be- 
cause when  an  office  was  once  created,  it  was 
extremely  hard  to  abolish  it,  no  matter  how  use- 
less it  might  become.  He  never  knew  an  officer 
who  agr^  that  his  office  was  unnecessary.  He 
could  not  affree  to  this  proposition  to  estauish  an 
office  for  which  there  did  not  appear  to  him  any 
sufficient  reason. 

On  the  subject  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, read  a  letter  fiora  Mr.  Pmurcr,  (now  in 
Baltimore,)  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  regretting  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  ab- 
sent, as  he  had  intended  to  bring  forward  this 
proposition  himsdf,  conceiving  it  highly  neces- 
sary, for  the  Reasons  which  he  adverted  to,  and 
urging  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Wilson  thought  this  one  of  those  cases  in 
which  Congress  was  not  caUed  on  to  act  without 
a  specific  recommendation  from'  the  Executive 
department,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Pinkney,  which  was,  from  his  personal  observa- 
tions in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  his  information, 
entitled  to  much  respect  If  necessary,  however, 
the  Executive  would  be  sensible  of  the  fact,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  recommended  it  But  Mr. 
W.  thought,  if  this  office  wen  necessary,  it  had 
better  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  bill,  than 
to  retard  the  general  ajqiropriation  bill  by  insert- 
ing it  there,  as  a  great  many  persons  were  actually 
suffering  from  the  unusual  delay  wluch  had  al- 
ready taken  place,  and  were  anxiously  waiting  the 
passage  of  the  bilL 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment, 
the  Senate  was  equally  divided — ^yeas  17,  nap 
17-Tthe  President  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  with 
the  amendments  adopted,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  being  stated  on  cancnrring  with 
the  Committee  in  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  up- 
predating  1^,000  for  an  agency  for  seamen  at 
Hamburg'^* 

Mr.  Barbour  spoke  at  some  length  against  the 
unnecessary  multiplication  of  offices.  If  this  prop- 
osition was  agreed  to,  he  viewed  it  as  the  entering 
wedge  to  the  creation  of  others  of  a  similar  kind ; 
and  they  should  in  time  go  round  the  entire  circle 
of  fcweign  intercourse,  and  establish  agencies  in  all 
the  ports  of  Europe.  If  the  Consuls  could  not  at- 
tend to  this  busmess,  let  the  consuisT  system  be 
reformed ;  but  create  this  office,  and  others  would 
grow  out  of  it  i  Qovemments  never  fe<»ded-*like 
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the  screw,  they*  alwap  advanced — at  erery  more- 
ment  they  went  forward. 

Mr.  Dana  mentioned  the  reduction  of  the  late 
army,  the  dishandment  of  the  officers,  6lc.,  to 
show  that  Croyemments  did  sometimes  go  back, 
and  consent  to  part  with  power. 

Mr.  Barbour,  in  his  remarks,  had  in  view  civil 
offices.    When  the  war  ceased,  a  part  of  the  army 
became  unnecessary,  and  of  course  it  was  reducea. 
Mr.  Kino,  of  New  Tork,  again  remarked,  that 
if  there  was  a  point  in  Europe  besides  England 
where  an  agency  was  necessary,  it  was  in  the 
north  of  Europe.    A  ^eat  numt)er  of  seamen,  Mr. 
K.  said,  were  left  destitute  in  the  ports  of  that  part 
of  the  world ;  this  arose  from  a  practice  too  com- 
mon with  American  captains,  and  was  a  rq)roach 
to  the  cotmtry  of  dismissing  their  men  in  the  north 
of  Europe,  and  employing  Swedish  or  Danish  sea- 
men, who  were  good  sailors  and  cheaper  than  our 
own.     This  practice  produced  numerous  cases  of 
distress,  and  there  was  no  place  perhaps  better  sit- 
uated than  Hamburg  for  affording;  relief  and  send- 
ing those  people  home.    In  reply  to  an  observa- 
tion of  Mr.  Barbour,  that  Governments  never 
went  back,  Mr.  K.  adverted  to  the  repeal  of  the 
taxes,  <&€.,  to  show  that  the  remark  was  not  al- 
ways  true,  and  that  Governments  parted  with 
power  and  abandoned  offices  sometimes  perhaps 
even  with  too  much  alacrity,  &c.  ^        ^ 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  opinion  that  if  this  agency 
was  requisite  in  the  nortu  of  Europe,  the  Execu- 
tive would  certainly  be  aware  of  it,  and  would 
have  recommended  it  to  Congress ;  but  this  was 
not  the  case,  and  the  Senate  were  without  infor- 
mation on  tne  subject.  He  spoke  at  some  length 
to  show  that  the  cases  of  distress  could  not  exist 
on  the  Continent  to  the  extent  asserted,  ai^d  that, 
from  dissimilarity  of  language,  &.C., .  tnere  woula 
be  no  difficulty  of  ascertaining  them,  by  the  Con- 
suls ;  that  there  was  also  less  liability  of  imposi- 
tion, or  of  their  desertion  by  their  captains,  &c, 

Mr.  Parrott  observed  that  the  information  of 
Mr.  King  respecting  the  seamen  of  the  north  of 
Europe,  and  the  practice  of  American  captains, 
was  new  to  him.  He  had  had  much  experience 
in  commerce,  and  manv  opportunities  or  observ- 
ing ;  but  that  which  haa  been  stated  by  the  goi- 
tleman  from  New  York  had  never  come  within 
his  knowledge.  He  was  willing  to  take  up  the 
subject  of  Consuls,  and  make  mem  a  compensa- 
tion for  att^ding  to  distressed  seamen ;  but  could 
not  consent  to  make  an  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween the  Consul  of  Hamburgh  and  other  ports. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with 
the  Comniittee  in  the  amendment,  and  negatived. 

TREATY  OF  GHENT. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  after  some  intro- 
ductory remarks  to  show  the  propriety  of  continu- 
ing the  office  of  agent  of  the  commissioners  under 
the  Treaty  of  Crhent  for  running  the  upper,  or 
Northwest  line,  (which  office  of  agent,  latdy  filled 
by  Colonel  Hawkins,  is  now  vacant,  and  no  indi- 
cation of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
of  filling  it)  and  to  show  that,  by  the  terms  of  the 
treaty,  u  tne  salary  be  not  paid  to  an  American 


agent,  the  Government  would  have  to  pay  half  the 
salary  of  the  British  agent,  &c., — amoved  to  in- 
sert an  appropriation  of  9^,444  44,  (the  salary 
heretofore  given  but  omitted  by  the  other  House, 
in  consequence  of  the  vacancy  of  the  office,)  as  a 
salary  for  the  agency  referred  to. 

This  proposition  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  bv  Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Parrott,  on  the 
ground  chiefly,  by  the  latter^  that  if  the  business 
was  kept  on  its  present  footmg,  this  agent  ought 
to  be  appointed,  though  he  thought  the  whole  ex- 
pense or  agencies  ought  to  be  abolished ;  that  if, 
as  was  said,  the  terms  of  the  treaty  required  all  ex- 
penses of  agents,  4tc.,  be  equally  borne,  devolved 
on  this  Government  to  pay  hair  the  salary  of  the 
British  agents,  unless  we  Kept  one  in  service,  he 
would  prefer  paying  the  amount  to  an  American 
citizen  rather  than  to  a  British  officer,;  that  it  was 
as  necessary  as  the  agency  on  the  lowef  line,  &c. 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  King, 
of  New  York,  Dickbrbon,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Sanford,  Dana.  Wilson,  and  Tichenor — ^prin- 
cipally because  tne  ixpper  line  was  so  far  conaplet- 
ed  as  to  render  it  unnecessary;  that  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty  did  not  make  it  necessary  for  the 
American  uoverhment  to  pay  any  part  of  the 
salary  of  the  British  agent,  as  the  expenses  to  be 
borne  in  common  related  to  surveying,  &c.;  and 
that  this  Government  was  free,  as  the  other  was, 
to  employ  any  number  of  agents,  or  none ;  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  had  stricken  out  the 
appropriation  ^s  unnecessary,  for  reasons  which 
were  doubtless  good ;  that,  as  the  Executive  had 
not  filled  the  vslcant  office,  it  was  fair  to  presmne 
that  he  deemed  it  unnecessary,  &c. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  taiany  opinions 
were  expressed  on  the  subject  generally,  and  several 
facts  mentioned,  not  connected  with,  or  bearing 
on  the  immediate  question.  An  opinion  was  strong- 
ly expressed  by  several  gentlemen,  that  the  time 
and  expense  weady  consumed  were  both  much 
greater  than  was  expected  by  the  public ;  that  the 
expense  was  so  enormotis  as  even  to  rouse  the  at- 
tention of  the  English  Government;  that  a  mode 
of  survey  of  the  upper  line  had  been  adopted,  al- 
together unaccountable,  inasmuch  as  great  [Miins 
and  much  time  had  baen  taken  in  surveying  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  &c.,  ^  to  ascertain  their  exact 
middle  line,  which,  after  it  was  ascertained,  there 
was  no  possibility  of  marking.     That  there  was 

Seat  difllerence  of  opinion  as  to  the  true  line  on 
e  Northeast — the  American  surveyors  making  it 
approach  within  twenty  miles  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  a  belief  that  it  would,  by  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty,  reach  a  point  one  d^r^  north  of  QrUebec, 
thus  aloiost  cutting  ofi"  the  communication  between 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  New  Bruns- 
wick. That  the  difference  would  have,  accordinjg; 
to  the  treaty  stipulation,  to  be  referred  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  a  third  Power,  &e.  That  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  line  on  the  Northeast,  rendered 
an  agent  necessary  there,  though  not  on  the  upper 
line,  dbc« 

Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 
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Wedmesdat,  April  5. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  oC  Joseph  Timberlake,  deputy  postmaster 
at  Frederickshurg,  in  Virginia,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution^  that  it  b  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Braden^"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DiGKERSON.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  refened 
the  bin  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district 
of  Teche^  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  rejported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and 
marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
dicifiLry. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  north  of  the  district  (^Shawneetown, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com-* 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  hill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
Tine  and  olive,"  was  read  the  second  time* 

Mr.  King,  of  New  Yodk,  jiresented  the  memorial 
of  Nathaniel  Cutting,  praymg  a  further  i^owance 
of  compensation  as  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the 
Barbary  Powers ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afikirs,  who  were  "  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  abolition  of  the 
system  oi  Indian  trade  established  by  the  law  of 
toe  2d  of  March,  1811,  which  has  been  continued 
in  force  until  the  3d  of  March,  1821,  and  for  the 
disposition  of  the  goods  and  property  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  the  payment  of  the  proceeds  thereof, 
and  of  the  funds  vested  in  this  trade  into  the  Trear 
sury,^'  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

AmImbC  That  it  w  inetpedient  to  ^iJtMth  tht  prvt- 
ent  tystam  of  lodmn  tiade,  u  it  is  now  tilabllahad 
Vjlaw. 

'  The  report  and  res(^utioB  were  read. 

Mr.  Lbaks,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the. 
United  States  of  the  17th  uMmo,  on  the  sabjeet  of 
an  appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with  tiie 
Creek  ana  Cherokee  Indians,  mmde  a  report,  which 
was  read* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Tench 
Francis  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engroMed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Smitb^  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to 
whom  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt  had  be^  referred, 
made  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  bill  from  the  other  Hoase,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whc^e,  and 


I  being  amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of 
two  thousand,  four  hundred  dollars  for  alterations 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  was  c^ered  to  a  third 
reading;  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  civil  appropriation  bill  was  also  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  biU  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  punifihment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  rconsolidatinjg  the  penal 
acts  of  the  the  Union ;)  wnen,  on  motion  ot  Mr. 
Wilson,  made  on  the  ground  that  there  was  not 
nt  this  session  time  enough  to  spare  for  properly 
considering  the  numerooa  provisions  of  ttuslong 
bilL  it  was  postponed  to  a  miy  beycmd  the  session, 
wiuiout  objection. 

PUBLIC  DEPAULTBRa 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  (providing .  summary  process  for  the 
recovery  of  aebts  due  by  defaulters,  dbc,) — 3fr. 
Babboor^s  amendment,  hmtofore  stated  at  large, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Considerable  discussion  of  thisamendment  again 
took  place :  and  the  proposition  was  finally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  veas  ultimately  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  tima^  by  the  following  vote: 

YxAi^Messn.  Baiboor,  BairiU.  DickmMm*  Elliot, 
Gaillard,  King  of  N^w  York,  Leako^  Logmo,  Lowris, 
Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Pslmer,  Parrott,  PleaAnl^ 
Roberts,  Saoford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor.  Hiomas, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  WUIiains  of  MiaaMppi,  WiQiama  of  Teaoet- 
aee,  and  Wilson— 28. 

Nats — Meaars.  Dana,  Ealon,  fidwarda,  Uonter, 
Lanman,  MeHen,  Otia,  ajsd  Rogglea*-^ 


THUSsnAT,  April  6. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Military  AfBurs,  who  were  in* 
stmoted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing 
a  law  for  the  Uqoidation  of  the  aeeountB  of  Colo* 
nel  William  Doane,  and  for  allowing  him  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  and  ezptnaes  in  the 
publioaticni  of  his  military  works,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  patronage  of  the  War  Ipepanaacttt,  were 
discharged  from  the  farther  eoasidenktioii  of  the 
sol^ectf  and  the  doeuments  in  relatioii  thereto  were 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  RoBBBta,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
t6  whoaa  was  relerred  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Matthew  Lvon,  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  Dili  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  lIuNTBB.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columnia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bUl  to  incorporate  the  Greneral 
Convention  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  the 
District  of  Colulnbia.  for  evangdical  and  liteiary 
purposes,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKBRSON  asked  and  o)>tained  leave  to 
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bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  "An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  piracy,"  and,  also,  to  make  further 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;  and 
the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Conmiittee  on 
Pensions,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Dougherty,  and  also  the  petition  of  James 
Hayes,  were  discnai;^ed  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  respectively,  and  the  petitioners  had 
Jeare  to  withdraw  their  papers;  and  they  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  George  Waters,  the  petitioner  having  ob- 
tained his  pension. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  deferred  the  bill  to  appropriate  a 
room  or  rooms  in  the  custom-house,  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 
Qn  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Cornelius  Sehoon- 
maker  and  Peter  Marius  Oroen  had  leave  to  with- 
draw tkeir  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  and  canals  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  second  timcw 

Mr.  RoBERTB.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  wham,  was  relerred  the  petition  of  Geor^  Love, 
made  a  report,  aceompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  ^^uate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
first,  second,  third,  sixth,  and  seventh,  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  makii^g  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Gk>vemment  for  the  year  1820.''    They 
disagree  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  eighth,  of  the 
said  amendments.    Thev  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  msJcing  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820.^' 
They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  refief  of  certain 
perspns  wrho  have  ]>aid  duties  on  certain  goods 
imported    into   Castine,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Timberiake, 
was  taken  up  and  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  MoKRiL  submitted  a  resolution  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  meeting 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  than  the  day  fixed 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  eng'rossed  bill  providing  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  Treasury  Department  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled.      . 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Bar- 
bour and  Mr.  Eaton  pincipally  engaged — 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and,  on  a  division,  the  vote  was — For  the 
bill,  19;  a^instit,  9. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 
The   engrossed  ImU  for  the  relief  of  Tench 
16th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 19 


]  Francis  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, -and  sent 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  circuit  court,  to 
comprise  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  reasons  heretofore  stated,  the  bill  was  so  amend- 
ed as  to  embrace  Tennessee  alone,  (leaving  to  Ala- 
bama a  district  court  at  present,  but  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  hereafter,  when  tbe  immense 
mass  of  litigation  in  Tennessee  shall  have  been 
disposed  oi^  and  the  business  of  Alabama  require 
it,  this  court  will  be  extended  to  the  latter  State.) 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

WEST  INDIA  TRADE. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  '*  act  concerning 
navigation,"  (reported  bv  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  30th  ult.  in  pursuance  of  the  res- 
olution adopted  on  the  14th  ult.  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York.)    The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  4rc>>  That,  from  and  after  the  — ^  day 
— »  all  and  erery  of  the  provisions 'and  regaladons  of 
the  act  of  Congresa  passed  on  the  1 8th  day  of  Aprtl» 
1618,  entitled  "An  act  ooneeroing  oavigatioo,*'  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  and  made  appKca- 
ble  to  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  John's,  New- 
foundland, and  their  dependencies,  to  the  Bermuda 
IsUnds,  the  Bahama  Islands,  the  islands  called  Caiooa, 
and  to  all  other  colonies,  plantations,  islands,  and  |tos- 
sessions,  belonging  to  or  nnder  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica»  south  of  the  20th  degree  of  north  latitude ;  and 
all  and  each  of  the  enactments  and  provisions  of  said 
act  shall  be  construed  as  extending  to,  aad  as  applying 
to,  all  and  every  of  the  possessions^  colonies,  places, 
and  islands,  above  mentioned. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,^  That,  from  and 
af^er  the day.  of »  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States  of 
America  from  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  prov- 
ince  of  New  Brunswick,  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton, 
St.  John's,  Newibundland,  or  thetrrespeetive  dependen- 
cies, from  the  Bermuda  Islands,  the  Bahama  Islands, 
Uie  islands  called  Caioos,  or  either  or  any  of  the  afiire- 
aaid  noesessions,  islands,  or  places,  or  from  any  ether 
province,  possession,  plantation,  isbind,  or  place,  under 
the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  in  the  West  Indies,  or 
on  the  continent  of  America,  aouth  of  the  20th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  except  only  such  goods,  wares,  aad 
merchandise,  as  are  truly  and  wholly  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  plan- 
tation, island,  possession,  or  place,  aforesaid,  where 
the  same  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  directly  imported  into 
the  United  States ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported,  into  the 
United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the  piovisions 
of  this  act,  together  with  the  vessel  on  board  of  which 
the  aame  shall  be  laden,  her  tackle,  apparel,  aad  furni- 
ture, shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penalties 
and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  be 
sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and 
may  be  remitted  or  mitigated  in  the  manner  and  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  rewnue  laws  of  the 
United  Stotea. 
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Mr.  Brown,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
views  of  the  committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  and 
the  considerations  generally  which,  in  his  opinion, 
required  its  enactment. 

Messrs.  Kino  of  New  York,  Macon,  Babbour, 
OriSj  and  Parrott,  respectirdy  offered  their  rea- 
sons m  favor  of  the  bill.  The  last  named  gentle- 
man was  friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  think- 
ing that  it  does  not  go  far  enough,  and  to  obtain 
time  further  to  examine  its  provisions,  moved  its 
postponement  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  James  Barboor,  of  Virginia,  said :   I  owe 
.to  the  Senate  an  apology  for  presenting  mysdf  in 
a  discussion  commencS  and  carried  on  at  a  time 
when  I  was  unavoidably  absent.    I  offer  it  with  a 
view  to  the  forgiveness  of  the  Senate,  if  I  should 
unknowingly  repeat  arguments  already  used.    The 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  particular  agency 
I  had  in  presenting  the  law  of  1818,  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  be  silent.    I  will  not  now  repeat  the  re- 
marks then  used.    Many  of  my  hearers  were  then 
present.    The  facts  and  arguments  then  emi>loyed 
have  also  been  placed  before  the  public.    It  is  suf- 
ficient to  sav,  that  the  course  then  pursued,  in  con- 
formity to  tne  strong  recommendation  of  the  three 
preceding  Presidents,  was  a  part  of  that  settled 
policy  by  which  this  country  will  m  future  be  in- 
variably governed,  namely,  equality  and  recipro- 
city among  all  nations.     When  the  law  of  1818 
was  under  discusion,  itv  expediency  was  enforced 
by  a  full  exposure  of  all  the  facts  which  could 
throw  light  upon  the  subject ;  and  which  but  too 
palpably  displayed  the  injurious  consequences  to 
the  great  interest  of  the  United  States,  resulting 
from  the  selfish  policy  of  Great  Britain,  to  coun- 
teract which  was  the  object  of  that  laW'    A  policy 
by  which  she  monopolized  to  herself  the  exclusive 
navigation  between  her  islands  and  the  United 
States;  an  inequality  to  which  no  nation  could 
any  longer  submit.    We  had  also  before  us  the  re- 
peated unsuccessful  attempts  at  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.    This  correspond- 
ence evinced  a  settled  purpose  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  not  to  yield  the  advanta^  of  this  mo- 
nopoly, so  long  as  she  could  enjoy  it,  without  some 
stronger  measure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
than  entreaty  or  complaint.    The  question  which 
forcibly  addressed  itself  to  us  was,  shall  we  fold 
our  arms  together  and  patiently  submit  to  a  mea- 
sure as  injurioiM  as  it  was  unequal ;  aggravated, 
too,  by  its  invidiousness,  for  its  operation  is  exclu- 
sively confined  to  the  United  States.    The  una- 
nimity that  prevailed  in  the  Senate,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  efficient  measures  of  retaliation,  was 
almost  without  a  parallel — only  two  dissenting 
voices  appearing  against  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  they  objecting  to  the  mode,  and  not  to  the 
principle.    1  beg  leave,  most  emphatically,  to  re- 
call to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate  a  view  then 
taken  by  the  advoca^tes  of  the  bill.    It  was,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate 
as  to  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  measures  of 
Great  Britain,  or  however  it  might  excite  their 
feelings,  that,  before  they  commenced  a  system  of 
retaliation,  they  should  weigh  well  the  probable 


results,  and  resort  to  it  onlv  after  having  deter- 
mined to  persevere  till  the  ooject  should  be  effect- 
ed, whatever  might  be  the  sacrifice  that  attended 
it.    That,  were  thqr  to  commence,  and,  upon  the 
first  remonstrance  from  some  insulate  interest,  to 
recede,  they  would  forever  bar  the  door  against  the 
hope  of  remedy,  and  subject  themselves  and  their 
country  to  deserved  reproach.    That  a  character 
for  consistency,  firmness,  and  perseverance,  inde- 
pendently of  Its  intrinsic  worth,  was  of  vast  im- 
portance in  our  intercourse  with  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  should  never  be  abandoned  except  in  an 
extremity  so  great  as  to  cancel  the  ordinary  rales 
of  action.    The  decision  in  both  branches,  after 
this  solemn  appeal,  was  almost  unanimous.    To 
that  unanimity  we  looked  for  the  success  of  our 
measure.    The  nation  was  equally  unanimous,  for 
the  voice  of  disapprobation  was  not  beard.  Should 
we  now  recede,  after  the  solemn  pledge  thus  givm, 
I  may  say  by  uie  fiation,  in  two  short  years,  with 
what  confidence  could  we  calculate  hereafter  on 
any  measure  of  a  amilar  character  ?    It  would  not 
only  be  fatal  to  our  views  upon  this  paiticiilar  sub- 
ject, but  upon  all  others,  wnose  success  depended 
on  constancy.    It  would  be  a  reproach  to  repub- 
lican government  itsdf.    Sir,  we  agreed  not  only 
to  adhere  to  a  measure  commenced  under  the  fa- 
vorable auspices  of  universal  consent,  but  to  pursue 
it  in  every  form  and  to  any  extremity  that  its  suc- 
cess made  necessary;  and,  particularly,  to  repel, 
by  new  regulations,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  our 
adversary  to  elude  our  retaliatory  measure.    Will 
an  American  Senate  be  the  first  to  become  recre- 
ant?   What  do  you  attempt?    Equality  and  jus- 
tice.   What  your  adversary  ?    Monopoly.     Shall 
we  have  less  constancy  in  contending  for  our  rights 
than  our  rival  for  what  is  not  right,  because  une- 
qual ?    Your  measures  have  been  neutralized,  in 
Eart,  by  the  regulations  of  Great  Britain.     The 
ill  now  proposed  will  jruard  us  against  the  effect 
of  these  regulations.    Our  interest,  otir  honor,  re- 
quire that  we  should  advance.    Sir,  I  have  on  fre- 
quent occasions  declared  my  sentiments  upon  the 
policy  that  it  became  the  United  States  to  adopt  in 
Its  intercourse  with  all  nations.    It  should  be  sim- 
ple and  uniform,  applicable  alike  to  great  and 
small,  powerful  and  weak ;  it  is  expressed  in  one 
word— equality.    Hence,  on  all  occasions  I  have 

given  my  feeble  support  to  every  treaty  and  law 
aving  this  principle  for  its  basis.  Take  your 
ground,  and  proclaim  it  to  the  world t  present  your 
alternatives — intercourse  with  equality,  or  none 
at  all. 

Instead  of  the  endless  note  of  a  diplomatist,  pre- 
sent this  laconic  one — Are  you  willing  to  treat  oq 
terms  reciprocally  equal  ?  Let  the  answer — ^yea, 
or  nay — ^be  required ;  if  the  former  be  given,  all 
difficulty  is  at  once  obviated ;  if  the  latter,  close 
your  correspondence,  recall  your  ambassador,  and 
do  yourselves  justice  by  your  own  measures.  Can 
America  reconcile  it  to  nerself  to  hold  an  inter- 
course with  any  nation  by  which  her  character  is^ 
to  be  abused  ?  Although  I  will  not  repeat  the  va- 
rious arguments  employed  on  a  former  occasiim  to 
show  the  expediency  ol  the  policy  we  have  adopt- 
ed, yet,  with  the  permission -of  the  Senate,  I  will 
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suggest  a  few  of  the  considerations  that  are  enti- 
tle, in  my  estimation,  to  great  weight. 

This  measure,  viewed  as  a  detached  one,  may 
be  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  ship-owners ;  but, 
when  we  reflect  upon  it  in  its  general  conseauen- 
ces,  it  acquires  the  highest  degree  of  national  im- 
portance, from  its  connexion  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  Navy.    The  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  President,  by  a  series  of  valorous  deeds,  con- 
quered the  prejudices  against  it.    The  last  war 
gave  proofs,  strong  and  irresistible,  that  its  growth 
was  jndissolubly  connected,  as  well  with  our  de- 
fence as  glory^.    All  the  theories,  all  the  gloomy 
prophecies  or  its  adversaries,  yielded  to  its  victo- 
ries ;  and^  while  disaster  or  disgrace  overwhelmed 
vour  armies,  glory  perched  on  your  naval  flag,  and 
iuied  the  earth  witn  its  renown.    The  murmurs  of 
hostility  were  instantly  changed  for  hosannas  of 
ajsplause,  and  all  united  in  advocating  its  increase. 
Sirj  how  is  that  policy  to  be  realized  ?    Not  by 
appropriating  millions  to  the  building  of  ships^but 
by  an  active  commercial  marine.    iTo  what  do 
you  owe  your  success  in  the  last  war — ^to  the  size, 
the  structure,  or  the  superior  number  of  your  ves- 
sels?    No,  sir;  under  Providence,  to  the  hardy, 
brav^  and  experienced  sailors,  voluntarily  enter- 
ing your  service.    From  whence  are  you  to  draw 
your  future  crews,  if  you  suffer  other  nations  to 
monopolize  that  share  of  maritime  transportation 
to  which. you  are  iustly  entitled?    Ships  without 
sailors  are  built  only  for  enemies.    Sailors  without 
navigation  cannot  exist.    Guard,  then,  with  cease- 
less vigilance,  this  nursery  of  your  safety  and  vour 
fame.     Or  retrace  your  policy:  sell  your  ships, 
before  they  are  taken,  to  tne  highest  binder ;  recall 
the  millions  which  have  been  appropriated  to  the 
increase  of  the  Navy,  but  not  yet  expended ;  aban- 
don the  ocean,  where,  without  a  navy,  you  can 
appear  only  to  be  insulted  and  oppressed.    Is  there 
a  voice  in  or  out  of  Congress  in  favor  of  this  latter 
course  ?     Great  Britain  sacrifices  without  scruple 
her  comjnerce  to  her  navigation.    She  is  no(  scru- 
pulous as  to  her  means ;  lawful  or  unlawful,  the 
end  must  be  obtained.    Will  America  tamely  sur- 
render, and  without  a  struggle,  those  means  which 
she  lawfully  may  employ — and  to  whom?    To 
the  very  Power  against  wnom  prudence  and  expe- 
rience teach  us  to  j^^uard ! 

There  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  I  am 
anjcious  to  press  on  the  Senate.    We  have  heard, 
during  the  present  session,  the  harsh  and  di^ord- 
ant  sound  of  disunion ;  we  have  been  told  that 
there  exist  separate  views,  interests,  and  feelings. 
A  geographical  line  has  been  attempted  to  be  set 
ap.      W'hat  a  fine  occasion  does  this  present  to 
silence  these  unhallowed  insinuations !   The  South 
and  the  North,  the  East  and  the  West,  uniting  in 
a  great  measure  of  policy— particularlv,  indeed, 
beneficial  to  one  quarter  of  the  Union,  out  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  by  tjie  others — ^in  furtherance  of 
a  national  benefit.    We  will  not  permit  any  occa- 
sion of  this  kind  to  pass  by  without  disproving 
these  sectional  aspersions.     We  will  cheerfully 
meet  the  sacrifice,  if  any.^ould  ensue,  and  find  our 
indemnity  in  the  proud  reflection  that  the  interests 
of  the  whole  constitute  the  popularity  of  all  our 


movements.  To  the  Navy  I  look,  sir,  as  a  great 
bond  of  union.  You  may  divide  territories:  you 
may  claim  a  sectional  share  in  victories  by  land ; 
but  a  naval  victory  is,  from  its  nature,  indivisible. 
We  may  be  told  of  Bunker's  Hill,  or  Bennington, 
or  Saratoga,  on  the  one  hand ;  on  the  other,  of  the 
Cowpens,  or  Guilford^  or  New  York,  or  New 
Orleans ;  but  a  naval  victory^  broad  as  the  element 
on  which  it  is  achieved,  diffuses  equal  joy  and 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  boundless  territories  of 
the  Republic. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Look  to  our  extensive  coasts ; 
has  not  nature  herself  prescribed  the  policy  we 
should  pursue  ?  Every  moral  consideration  rati- 
fies it.  In  this  mighty  shield  of  protection  we  are 
to  find  our  safety.  Standing  armies  become  use- 
less. That  terrible  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
power,  by  which  the  earth  has  been  enslaved,  will 
be  rendered  useless  here ;  at  best  they  can  be  used 
only  for  defence,  while  a  navy  asserts  our  rights  or 
chastises  their  aggression  wherever  winds  blow 
and  oceans  roll. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  may  be 
urged  in  favor  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  United 
States,  as  it  connects  itself  with  the  interesting 
question  of  our  power  and  the  duration  of  our  Re- 
publican institutions ;  I  wUl  coitblude  by  adding  a 
few  of  a  purely  commercial  character.  It  may  be 
urged,  perhaps,  that  the  effects  will  be  injurious  to 
our  commerce.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that, 
though  navigation  and  commerce  are  generally 
han£naids,  and  essential  to  each  other,  yet  there 
is  sometimes  a  collision  between  them,  in  such  a 
case  it  behooves  a  maritime  Power  to  adopt  a  mid- 
dle course,  so  as  not  to  throw  the  burden  exclu- 
sively on  either.  If,  therefore,  it  were  true  that 
our  commercial  interests  would  be  partially  affected 
by  this  policy,  it  would  by  no  means  prove  that 
the  measure  would  be  unwise.  But,  I  ask,  how 
are  we  to  be  injuriously  affected  in  our  commer- 
cial interests  ?  Will  it  diminish  the  consumption 
of  our  supplies  ?  I  answer  in  the  negative.  The 
nature  ot  the  supplies  is  such  that  the  islands  must 
procure  them  from  the  United  States.  They  can- 
not be  procured  elsewhere.  Any  assertion  to  the 
contrary  is  idle.  We  must  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions and  lumber.  If  it  be  asked  how  are  tney 
to  be  procured,  the  answer  is  easy.  From  some 
neighboring  island  of  another  Power  (and  there 
are  many  such)  to  which  we  have  access,  and 
where  the  sup^ies  wantiiu^  will  be  carried  by 
American  shipping.  Or,  if  jiot  by  this  route,  by 
the  circuitous  one  of  the  mother  country,  as  is  said 
by  some.  Though,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  believe 
that  much  will  ro  done  in  that  way,  except  undec 
peculiar  circumstances  of  a  return  cargo,  whose 
price  of  transportation  will  scarcely  exceed  the  di- 
rect voyage.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  it  shows 
clearly  that  these  supplies  must  be  drawn  from  the 
United  States,  either  directly  or  circuitously.  If, 
then,  it  be  true  that  the  quantity  of  our  supplies 
consumed  in  the  British  West  India  islands  is  not 
diminished,  the  next  question  which  presents  itself 
is,  does  this  policy  reduce  the  price  ?  I  again  an- 
swer no.  Tne  increased  prijce  of  transportation 
fsdls  on  the  consumer.    Is  any  man  in  the  nation 
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ignorant  enough  to  cany  to  the  account  of  this 
measure  the  present  reduced  prices  of  some  of  our 
staple  commodities  7  If  there  be,  let  him  be  told 
that  they  .are  ascribable  to  other  causes.  Take 
flour,  by  way  of  illustration.  Some  years  past  the 
wice  of  that  article  was' excessive;  and  why? 
Kurope  was  every  where  overrun  with  prodigious 
armies ;  her  harvests  blasted,  and  her  currency  de- 

Ereciated,  and  hence  an  extravagant  price  for 
readstum.  Now  diese  armies  are  dissipated,  the 
sword  has  been  converted  into  the  ploughshare, 
their  crops  have  been  abundant  and  adequate  to 
their  demands,  their  currency  improved.  We  have 
an  excess  of  supplies  fiir  beyond  the  demand,  and 
hence  the  present  reduced  price.  And  I  therefore 
conclude  that  neither  the  quantity  nor  the  price  of 
our  supplies  are  affected  by  this  measure,  or,  if 
affected  at  all,  too  partially  to  justif)[  us  in  the  sur- 
render of  an  interest  of  such  vital  importance  As 
that  whose  protection  is  attempted  by  the  question 
under  consideration. 

One  other  view  of  this  subject,  and  I  have  fin- 
ished. Will  Great  Britain  yield  the  contest,  and 
do  us  justice  ?  is  a  question  tnat  may  be  propound- 
ed. To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  we  have 
ascertained  that  mere  entreaty,  on  our  part,  with- 
out some  defensive  measure,  was  ineffectual ;  that, 
if  she  Ao  not  yield,  we  are  in  no  worse  condition 
than  before,  and,  indeed,  in  a  better  one ;  for  we 
have  now  a  share  in  the  transportation,  whether 
it  be  directed  to  Great  Britain  or  to  a  neighboring 
island.  On  the  other  hand,  should  she  consent  to 
a  negotiation  on  equal  terms,  the  wisdom  of  the 

B)licy,  it  is  presumable,  will  be  denied  by  none, 
ut  what  are  the  probabilities?  We  know,  of  a 
truth,  that,  since  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  she 
has  offered  to  treat ;  whereas  before,  she  had  re- 
fused. It  is  true  that  the  terms  proposed  were 
such  as  we  could  not  agree  to ;  yet  we  hav6  a 
right  to  anticipate  success  in  a  contest  by  which, 
should  she  persevere,  she  must  lose,  ana  cannot 
gain.  With  wrong  and  loss  on  her  side,  whatever 
may  be  her  character  for  obstinacy,  she,  like  all 
other  nations,  has  other  motives  of  action,  among 
which  interest  holds  the  ascendency. 

That  she  sacrifices  by  her  perseverance  the  in- 
terest of  the  islands,  is  too  palpable  to  require  proof 
or  argument.  The  circuitous  transportation  of 
their  supplies  necessarily  enhances  the  price,  tak- 
ing it  for  granted  that  they  are  furnished  by  the 
United  States ;  on  a  contrary  Opposition,  that  her 
trade  will  assume  a  new  direction,  she  loses  the 
American  market  for  her  rum — an  event  ruinous 
at  once  to  their  prosperity — for  it  is  real  matter  of 
astonishment,  but  not  less  true,  that  we  annually 
consume  of  that  article,  from  the  British  islands 
alone,  from  4,000,000  to  7,000,000  of  gallons.  '  It 
is  in  this  article  principally  we  get  our  returns ; 
and,  if  the  trade  were  to  oe  annihilated  to-morrow, 
I  know  not  that  it  should  be  matter  of  regret.  If, 
therefore,  Great  Britain  be  not  entirely  insensible 
to  the  sufferings  of  her  colonists,  she  wul  be  unable 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  remonstrances  with 
which  she  must  be  assailed.  But,  if  her  heart 
should  be  hardened,  and  she  should  refuse  to  listen 
to  these  just  complaints,  she  will  only  hasten  a 


crisis  as  inevitaUe  as  fate,  and  compel  a  country 
which  she  places  out  of  her  prot(*ction  to  seek,  un- 
der the  suggestions  of  self-preservation,  some  new 
modifications  of  its  political  relations,  calculated 
to  produce  those  benefits  which  alone  render  po- 
litical associations  tolerable.  If,  however,  it  be 
contended  that  she  is  deaf  to  sentiments  of  this 
kind,  that  the  sacrifice  of  her  distant  possessions 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  mother  country  is  her  set- 
tled policy,  and  invariably  pursued^  then  I  contend 
that  our  measure  has  a  direct  bearing  on  her  navi- 
gation— to  touch  which  is  to  awaken  her,  though 
she  slept  the  sleep  of  Baal ;  for  it  appears,  as  well 
by  documents  on  our  table  as  from  verbal  com- 
munications from  the  heads  of  departments,  whom 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  before 
them,  with  a  view  to  possess  themselves  of  every 
degree  of  information  within  their  reach,  that,  in 
our  direct  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  the 
American  shipping  is  increasing,  in  a  most  flatter- 
ing ratio,  since  the  adoption  of  tnis  policy — a  por- 
tion of  which  increase  is  fairly  to  be  ascritied  to  its 
effects.  Formerly,  the  advantage  of  British  ship- 
ping over  American  arose  from  the  circuitous  voy- 
age, (that  fruitful  source  of  profit  to  the  ship|nng 
interest,)  of  which  the  freight  from  the  United 
States  to  the  West  India  i^nds  was  a  most  valu- 
able part.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  a  single  ex- 
ample. A  British  ship  comes  directly  from  her 
European  possessions  to  her  continental  colonies, 
discharges  ner  cargo,  takes  in  plaster  or  something 
else,  arrives  in  the  United  States,  Commutes  it  for 
provisions  or  lumber,  sails  thence  to  the  islands, 
and  exchanges  the  cargo  for  the  productions  of  the 
islands,  with  which  it  returns  home.  While  the 
British  shipping  was  thus  aided  by  this  circuitous 
voyage,  the  American  was  limited  to  the  direct 
intercourse  alone^  The  object  of  our  policy  is  to 
destroy  this  inequality,  and  do  justice  to  our  own 
shipping.  The  effect  already  produced  is  encour- 
aging. It  will  be  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
negotiate  on  equal  terms,  if  we  have  nerve  enough 
to  persevere.  The  hope  of  our  giving  way  may 
induce  her  to  make  an  experiment  of  her  present 
system  a  short  time  lon^r.  Our  succes  is  in  our 
own  hands.  To  yield  is  to  commit  our  character, 
and  to  entail  the  yoke  upon  us  forever.  To  per- 
severe is  to  triumph.  Between  such  alternatives 
an  American  Senate  cannot  hesitate  in  its  choice. 

Mr.  Rdgol£s  and  Mr.  Wilson  explained  their 
reasons  for  being  adverse  to  the  bill;  and  Mr. 
Stokes  and  Mr.  Dana  made  each  a  few  inciden- 
tal remarks. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-inorrow. 


Friday,  April  7. 

The  Pi^EsiOENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
Julie  Plantou,  proposing  to  sell  to  Congress  an  al- 
legorical painting  of  her  own  design,  and  from  her 
own  pencil,  drawn  from  the  Treaty  of  Ghenty 
commemorative  of  that  event ;  and  the  letter  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  S ANFORD,  from  the  Committee  on  FinaBce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  iix 
addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establishment 
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and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  reported  the  same  wiUiout  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  e^tided  ''An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  ^titled  'An  act  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  landanct  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Revcdutionary 
war,"  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  1818 ; 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George  Love,  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  ought  not  to  he  granted. 

The  bill  for  me  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon  was 
read  a  second  time^  ^ 

The  Senate  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs,  on  the 
present  system  of  Indian  trade;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain 
sofierers  by  fire  at  ^vannah,  in  Gfcorffia,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  ifae  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Steel;"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  said 
bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported 
into  Castine ;"  and  concurred  therem. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  biU, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  certain  sufferers 
by  fire  at  Savannah}  in  Cksorgia,"  and  concurred 
therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot  the  Senate  took  up 
the  biU  declarinff  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  of  the  19th  De- 
cember, 1818. 

Mr.  Elliot  briefly  explained,  the  objects  and 
utility  of  the  act  of  Georgia  referred  to;  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  he  enorossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Morril 
to  direct  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  ear- 
lier meeting  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  dian 
the  Constitutional  day. 

Mr.  Morril  made  some  remarks  to  show  the 
pro^iety  of  an  earlier  meeting  at  the  next  session^ 
as  It  was  obliged  to  terminate  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  to  alkw  due  time  for  the  transaction  of 
thepublic  business,  d^;. 

The  resolution  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  eighth  circuit  court,  to 
comprehend  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  df 
Tennessee,  after  considerable  discussion  on  the 


subject,  the  salary  of  the  additional  circuit  jodse 
was  fixed  at  ^,000.  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
President,  the  votes  oemg  14  to  14 ;  and  the*  bill 
was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for 
concurrence. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  over  to  Monday  was  re- 
jected, by  yeas  ana  nays — ayes  14,  noes  24. 

NAYXGATION  3ILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  ''act  concerning  naviga- 
tion." 

Mr.  Brown  stated  that,  in  framing  the  bill,  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Rdations  had  conformed  it 
to  the  instructions  of  the  Senate,  as  contained  in 
the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Kn«o,  of  New 
York.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  object  of 
the  bill  would  be  more  effectually  attained,  and 
some  trouble  saved  in  perfecting  the  details  of  the 
reported  bill,  if  the  existing  law  were  re-enacted, 
with  the  adctitional  features  which  this  bill  |iro- 
posed — the  present  bill  being  merely  an  extensi6n 
of  the  principle  of  the  act  of  April,  1818.  'Mr. 
B.  therefore  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
substantially  to  re-enact  the  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting act,  and  to  extend  it  so  as  to  apply  to  all  the 
ports  of  the  British  West  Indies,  the  free  ports  as 
well  as  those  which  had  been  closed.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York, 
who  added  a  few  remarks  to  what  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Brown,  in  explanation  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  modification,  which  was  chiefly  to  ren- 
der the  bill  less  ambiffuous  or  doubtful  than  it 
might  be  in  its  original  shape ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted  without  oojection. 

Mr.  Pahrott,  after  a  few  remarks  to  sho^v  the 
propriety  of  his  motipn^  proposed  so  to  amend  the 
bill  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  all  ports  and 
places  in  Upper  or;  Lower  Canada;  but  subse- 
quently changed  it  so  as  to  apply  to  Lower  Can- 
ada omv. 

The  Dill  was  then  postponed  until  Monday. 

MiaSOUlU  EXPJBDITION. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  announcing  their  din- 
greement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Sanpord  moved  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  first  amendment,  increasing  the  appro- 
priation from  three  hundrea.  thousand  to  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  clothing  for 
the  Army. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
objection,  and  the  Senate  receded  therefrom  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  add  f(90,000 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Ctuartermaster  Oen- 
eral'k  department,  (with  the  view  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  carry  the  Missouri  Expedition  to  the 
Mandan  ViUaoes— though  $30,000  of  the  $50,000, 
it  is  contended,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the 
War  Department,  is  necessanr  to  maintain  the  ex- 
pedition at  the  Council  Blufls.) 

On  this  amendment  Mr.  SANroRo  moved  that 
the  Senate  do  insist. 
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Mr.  Wilson  observed  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
ainendiD«Dt  with  hearty  «ood  will ;  but  as  the  House 
had  again  expressed  their  determination  not  to 
agree  to  this  appropriation,  he  thought  it  would 
be  useless  for  the  Senate  to  insist  on  it:  it  was  a 
ground  from  which,  if  now  insisted  on,  tne  Senate 
would  inevitably  be  driven.  He  was  in  favor  of 
receding  at  once. 

Mr.  Dana  conceive^  it  no  good  reason  for  re- 
cedinff,  b^ause  it  was  said  the  Senate  would  in- 
evitably be  driven  from  their  ground,  after  giving 
up  one  half  the  points  in  controversy.  Mr.  D.  sup- 
ported the  expediency  of  the  amendment  The 
greater  part  of  the  appropriation  would  be  neces- 
sary if  toe  expedition  proceeded  no  further  than 
the  Council  Blu£&,  where,  at  least,  all  a^^reed  that 
it  might  remain — so  that  the  appropriation  of  the 
House  must  be  increased  whetner  the  expedition 
proceeded  any  higher  than  that  point  or  not.  Mr. 
1).  thought  this  a  matter  on  which  the  Senate  had 
as  perfect  a  right  to  exercise  its  opinion  as  the 
other  Inanch,  and  he  would  not  give  up  that  opin- 
ion merely  because  the  other  House  differed  uom 
it  He  was  in  favor  of  a  conference,  when  the 
views  of  the  other  House  might  be  ascertained  and 
have  their  due  weight  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wilson  observed  that  the  House  had,  by 
two  votes,  declared  its  opposition  to  this  appropri- 
ation ;  and  vni^  it  probaMe  he  asked,  after  tms  mat 
they  would  recede  from  their  settled  opinion  ?  If 
not,  was  it  expedient  Xo  enter  into  a  contest  with 
them  in  a  matter  in  which  that  branch  was  very 
tenacious — ^the  appropriation  of  mone)[  ?  The  ma- 
jority for  it  here  nad  been  small ;  and  it  was  inter- 
ering  in  a  matter  which  many  concurred  was  the 
lecuBar  prerogative  of  the  other  branch ;  and  tm- 
;er  all  circumstances  Mr.  W.  thought  it  best  to 
concede. 

Mr.  BuHRiLL  remarked,  that  if  this  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  establishment  up  the  Missouri 
should  be  maintained,  it  was  one  on  which  there 
should  be  a  conference.  But  this  was  a  subject 
on  which  both  Houses  nearly  agreed — ^the  only 
difference  was  a  question  of  (^0.(XK)  more  or  less, 
in  an  appropriation  for  a  particular  branch  of  ser- 
vice, and  it  was  not  a  question  of  such  great  import- 
ance as  to  entitle  it  to  a  conference  between  the 
two  Houses.  The  subject  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  B.  observed,  was  one  entirely  under  die 
Executive  direction — the  disposition  of  the  army — 
but  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  Executive  would, 
no  doubt,  be  influenced  in  some  degree  bv  the 
opinions  expressed  by  Congress.  He  desired  that 
the  Senate  would  consider  it  merely  as  a  question 
on  4^,000,  as  it  certainly  was,  and  decide  on  it ; 
and  not  deem  it  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  ask  a 
conference  of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Trimbls  did  not  agree  that  this  was  merely 
a  question  of  $20,000,  but  one  which  involved  con- 
sequences of  great  importance  to  the  military  ser- 
vice. Mr.  T.  went  into  a  statement  of  the  esti- 
mates for  the  Q^iartermaster's  department,  to  show 
this  amendment  was  in  part  necessary  for  the  publie 
service,  leaving  out  of  view  the  prosecution  of  the 
Missouri  Exp^ition  above  the  Council  Bliiffi.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  on  this  amendment. 


I 

ei 


that  an  intermediate  sum  might  be  agreed  on  be- 
tween $450,000  and  $500,0W),  as  an  increase  of 
the  former  sum  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Burbill  added  some  remarks  to  show  that 
the  appropriation  for  recruiting  the  army  appear- 
ed to  be  made  on  the  ground,  or  with  a  view  to 
the  diminution  of  the  army.  If  this  were  the  ef- 
fect, the  estimates  of  the  Quartermaster  Greneral, 
which  were  predicated  on*  the  existence  of  a  larger 
force,  would  oe  more  than  adequate  for  the  actual 
strength  of  the  army,  which  would  probably  not 
exce«i  six  thousand  men. 

Mr.  LooAN  remarked,  as  this  was  not  a  question 
on  now  undertaking  or  authorizing  the  expedition 
up  the  Missouri,  but  on  appropriating  a  small  ad- 
ditional sum  for  an  object  which  had  already,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  carried  into  execution,  and  which 
was  of  great  national  importance,  he  was  in  favor  of 
insisting  on  the  amendment  He  was  opposed  to 
stopping  the  expedition  at  the  Biufis ;  approving  the 
policy  of  it,  as  originally  projected  by  the  Execu- 
tive, he  wished  the  expedition  prosecuted  to  the 
Mandan  Villages,  at  least.  This  would  cost  but 
little  more;  and,  if  not  granted,  that  which  had 
been  already  expended  would  be  almost  thrown 
away,  as  the  utility  of  the  expedition  would  be 
attamed  but  in  a  sniall  degree. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  did  not  think  thb  was 
a  question  oetween  the  CouncU  Bluf&  and  the 
Mandan  villages — that  he  thought  settled.  But 
the  question  was,  whether  the  Senate  should  insist, 
and  thus  come  to  an  explanation  with  the  other 
House,  and  see  if  some  intermediate  sum  between 
$450,000  and  $500,000  was  not  necessary  to  fulfil 
contracts  entered  into  by  the  Government,  and  in 
part  performed  by  the  contractors.  The  expedi- 
tion had  been  sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the  ap- 
propriations of  last  session,  and  the  Executive  had 
made  arrangements  and  engagements  for  carrying 
it  into  execution,  and  Congress  were  bound  in 
good  faith  to  make  the  appropriations  necessary 
to  fulfil  these  engagements.  He  was  opposed  to 
carrying  the  expedition  further  than  the  Council 
Blunit,  and  had  he  been  here  when  the  appropria- 
tion was  before  Congress  at  the  last  session,  should 
probably  have  been  against  the  expedition  alto- 
gether. But,  having  hSsa  authorized,  he  wished  all 
the  contracts  entered  into  in  consequence  thereof, 
to  be  performed  in  good  faith  by  the  Government 

Mr.  Eaton  thought  Mr.  King  mistaken  as  to 
contracts  to  be  fulfiued  by  the  Government  Mr. 
E.  reniarked  that  it  was  admitted,  that  if  ihe  ex- 

E edition  proceeded  no  further  than  the  Council 
lufils,  $^,000  more  than  the  other  House  had 
appropriated,  would  be  necessary  for  the  Quarter* 
master  General's  department — it  would  require  but 
$20,000  more  to  carry  it  as  far  as  the  Mandan 
villages,  as  contemplated  by  the  War  Department 
It  had  been  deemed  proper  by  the  committee  to 
grant  this  considerable  sum  to  the  Executive,  to 
carry  into  effect  an  important  political  purpose.  Mr. 
E.  thought  Congress  ought  to  act  on  tne  principle, 
not  in  immaterial  matters  to  thwart  the  arrange- 
ments intended  hy  the  Executive  for  public  good. 
Whether  the  object  of  the  Executive  would  be 
attained  by  this  expedition,  he  could  not  say ;  but 
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he  W88  willing,  at  so  small  an  additional  expense, 
to  afford  the  opportunity.  He  hoped  the  Senate 
would  insist  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  observed,  that  the  readiness  with 
which  the  Senate  had  receded  from  one  of  their 
amendments,  ^Te  abundant  evidence  that  no  per- 
tinacity of  opinion  operated  here ;  and  that  a  re- 
fusal to  give  wav  on  this  point  was  induced  by  a 
firm  conviction  tna't  this  amendment  was  essential 
to  the  public  good.  Mr.  D.  knew  not  that  a  reduc- 
tion ot  the  Army  would  be  the  consequence  of  the 
limited  appropriation  for  the  recruiting  service ; 
but  if  that  was  the  view  in  fixing  the  appropria- 
tion, let  the  Senate  come  at  once  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Army  could  be  cut  down  by  withholding 
appropriations,  and  conform  their  practice  to  this 
mode  of  proceeding. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on  the 
amendment,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative-^ 
ayes  21,  noes  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oiis,  a  conference  was  asked 
of  the  other  House,  on  the  disagreeing  vote ;  and 
Messrs.  Sanforu,  Otia,  and  Dana,  were  «ap- 
pointed  managers  of  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  disagreement  of 
the  other  House  to  the  amendments*  orthe  Senate 
to  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  the  civil  list, 
for  the  current  year — and,  on  motion,  receded 
therefrom. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ker of  GUK>r^ia.  the  biU  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  district  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  rose  in  support  of  the 
expediency  of  this  bill ;  urging  the  inaaequacy  of 
the  compensation  now  allowed  to  the  nidges  gen- 
erally ;  the  correct  policy  of  a  fair  and  liberal  com- 
pensation to  judicial  labors;  the  importance  of 
those  labors,  fl&c.,  in  support  of  an  increase  of  the 
pres^it  salaries. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabuna,  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  as  well  for  the  reason 
that  he  was  at  this  time  opposed  to  such  a  measure, 
as  because  the  remainder  of  the  session  was  wanted 
for  other  and  more  important  business. 

A  very  long  debate  ensued  qu  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Walker  of  Georgia,  King, 
MoRRiL.  Smith,  Me  llen,  LANMAN,and  Roberts, 
principally  entered.  Before  taking  the  question, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  8. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  oi  Lemuel  Bent, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Steele,''  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Minssippi,  fnwa  the  Com- 


mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ; 
and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  General  Conventioo 
of  the  Baptist  denomination,  in  the  District  oS 
Columbia,  for  evangeli<^  and  literary  purposes,, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tl^ 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize - 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoab,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  and< 
the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  tO" 
the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amendments  be- 
ing concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the.  Senate  that  the  House  innd  on  their 
dbagreemeht  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  Umted 
States,  for  the  year  1820 ;"  they  a^ee  to  the  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  otthe  two  Houses 
on  said  amendment,  and  nave  appointed  managers 
at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

DISTRICT  JUDGE& 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain  district 
judges  of  the  United  States — the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bvll  indefinitely  being  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Walker^  of  Georgia^  spoke  at  some  length 
against  the  motion^  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  for  mdefinite  postponement  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  10. 

A  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  to  Wednesday 
was,  after  some  debate,  also  negatived—^yeas  11. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  recommit  the  biU, 
with  instructions  to  divide  the  salaries  into  two 
classes,  according  to  the  extent  of  duties  incident 
to  the  different  districts,  giving  to  the  lowest  clasa 
91,500,  and  the  highest  ^2,000;  but  subsequently 
withdrew  his  motion. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  blanks 
with  the  sums  to  be  allowed  the  judges  respect- 
ively ;  and,  having  made  some  process, 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  recommit  the  bilL  with 
instructions  to  divide  the  salaries  into  four  classes, 
the  lowest  9^)^00,  the  highest  92,500^the  others 
intermediate  sums. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
striking  out  the  lowest  class. 

This  motion,  and  also  Mr.  Trimble's,  were 
successively  negatived,  af\er  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion. 

The  Senate  then  went  on  in  filling  the  blanks. 
In  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  judges  in  the 
several  States,  a  great  deal  of  debate  took  place- 
almost  every  member  of  the  Senate  entering  into 
the  discussion,  as  the  court  of  each  State  passed 
successively  in  review ;  the  debate  turning  occa- 
sionally on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the 
extent  of  the  business  of  each  particular  State; 
the  compensation  necessary  in  various  sections, 
according  to  the  cost  of  living ;  the  relative  amount 
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which  was  reasonable  and  proper;  and  on  the 
Tarious  sums  which  were  proposed  and  tried  in  a 
majority  of  the  cases,  on  which  there  was,  of 
course,  much  difierence  of  opinion.  The  salary  of 
each  judffe  was  increased,  more  or  less,  except  that 
of  the  judge  of  Louisiana.  He  now  receires  three 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  that  State, 
attempted  to  get  it  raised  to  $3,500,  but  failed,  as 
•did  motions  to  fix  it  at  intermediate  sums ;  and  it 
was  finally  left  at  $3,000. 

Another  motion  to  pos^ione  the  bill  indefinitdy 
was  made  near  the  clothe  of  the  proceeding,  by  Mr. 
LowRiE,  but  failed — ^yeas  18,  najs  20;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  resulted  in  nlling  the  blanks 
as  follows : 

To  the  judge  of  the  Maine  district,  $1,500. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Hamp.,  $l,fiOO 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Mssssehutetu,  $S,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Connecticut,  01,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Vermont,  $1,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  north  district  of  N.  York,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  south  district  of  N.  York,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Jetsej,  $1,700. 
To  the  judge  of  the  east  district  of  Penn.,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  west  district  of  Penn.,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  DeUware,  $1,700. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Maryland,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  east  district  of  Virginia,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  west  district  of  Virginia,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  $2,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  $2,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Kentucky,  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Tennessee,  $2,000. 
To  the  jud^  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Louisiana,  $2,000. 
To  tiie  judge  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Illinois,  $1,6  00. 
Tsi  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  $2,100. 
To-  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Alabama,  $2,000. 

The  blank  for  fixing  the  commencement  of  the 
new  salaries  was  filled  with  the  30th  of  June  next; 
and  thus,  all  the  blanks,  having  been  filled,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  10. 

Mr.  BARBOua  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Bemhedf  That  the  Federal  Government  is  a  Gow 
emment  of  limited  powers,  and  can  rightfully  exetciae 
snoh  pnij  as  are  expressly  given  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  such  as  are  properly  incident  to  an  express 
p^wer,  and  necessary  to  its  execution : 

KtMohedf  That  Congress  cannot,  constitutionally, 
pass  any  law  concerning  the  press ;  and,  therefore,  that 
the  Sedition  act  was  a  palpable  assumption  of  power, 
directly  at  variance  as  well  with  the  spirit  as  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution : 

Rewhedf  That  where  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  endamaged  in  their  property,  by  unconstitutional 
eierdses  of  authority,  and  such  damage  can  be  fixed 
with  certainty,  the  sufferers  are  entitled  to  indemnity, 
if  It  ean  be  done  without  hazarding  the  public  welfare: 

Ruoivid,  thereibre.  That  the  amonnt  of  fines  collect- 
ed  nnder  the  S^ition  act  should  be  refiinded  to  those 
ffomwhom  they  were  ezacted«  and  that  the  hiU  now 


EBttding  belbie  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
yon  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  brought 
it  in,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  embrace  ail 
sndi 


Mr.  Barbour  introduced  these  reeolutions  from 
a  conviction,  long  entertained,  that  the  principle 
advanced  was  correct,  and  that  it  was  right  to 
make  general  provision  for  all  cases  coming  within 
the  purview  of  the  resolutions,  instead  of  legisla- 
ting for  them  individually,  as  they  were  pmented 
for  relief. 

The  resolutions  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  the 
rdief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu ;"  a  bill  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvejr;" 
a  bill  entiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  WiUiRm 
CofiSn,  and  others;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Stanton  Sholes ;"  a  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller;" 
a  ImII  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samud  B. 
Beall ;"  a  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  land  district;"  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood  ;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Merrill ;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chs.  J.  Jones 
and  Richard  Buckner,  administrators  of  William 
Jones ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Carter ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior. 
deceased ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of 
Joseph  M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  George  Skin- 
ner, deceased ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  R<^er ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  BUiot,  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  oi 
Colombia ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of 
Stockbridge  Indians,  residing  is  the  State  of  New 
York ;"  a  bill  entitled  '^ An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
kanah  Finney  and  others ;"  and  also  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  rdief  of  William  Pancoet;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate* 

The  said  bills  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  *^n  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
de  Beaulieu"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Conomittee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled  "An^ct  for  the  relief  of  Beck 
and  Harvey"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm. 
Cofl&n,  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Ccfounittee 
on  Commerce  and  Manulactures. 

The  ImII  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fielding 
Jones"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimoas 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Stanton  Sholea"  was  read  the  second  timfe  by 
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unanunous  consent,  and  refeixed  to  the  same  oom* 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  fortherelief  of  Christo- 
pher MiUer"  was  read  the  second  time  hy  unani* 
moos  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel B.  BeaJl"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cec'- 
tain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois^  who  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  land  district,"  was  read  the 
second  timeliy  unanimous  consent,  and  inferred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  oi*  Mar- 
tha Flood"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  C(»amittee  on 
Finance* 

The  bill  entitled  ."An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on.  Naval 
Afiairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chs. 
S.  Jones  and  Richard  Bttckner,  junior,  adminis- 
trators of  William  Jones,"  was  read  the  second 
time  bjT  unanimous  consent,-  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Carter"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent  and  referred  to  the  same  committee.  > 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Jdelchior,  de- 
ceased," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
The  bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  George  Skin- 
ner, deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee, 
The  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Regnier"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot^  citizens  of  the  city  of 
WashingtODy  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  oi  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill  t  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Pancost"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
KonkopQty  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stock- 
bridee  Indians,  residing  in  the  Stale  of  New 
Yort,"  was  read  the  second  tiipie  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on-  Indian 
Afiairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  £1- 
kanah  Finney,  and  others,"  was  read  Uie  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Cominerce  and  ManufactOres. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  £.  de  La  Fian- 
cia,  were  diseluirged  from  the  further  consideia- 


tion  thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw his  papers. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  the  19th  di^y 
of  December,  1818,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Ports- 
mouth, in  New  Hampshire,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  JoBNsoir,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

CHARTER  OP  WASHINGTON,  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Senate  took  up 
the.  bill  to  renew  and  amend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  spent  some  time  in  dis- 
cussing various  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  amend* 
ments  offered  to  them^  After  making  some  prog- 
ress, the  bill  was  laid  by  till  to-morrow ;  and  th^ 

The  Senate  took  uf)  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  on  the  <^aim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  and  the 
bill  for  his  relief.  The  Senate  continued  until 
half  past  4  o'clock  in  a  laborious  discussion  of  the 
various  circumstances  involved  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  claim.  Finally,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — ^yeas  24,  nays 
11,  as  follows: 

ViAs — Measn.  Brown,  BarriJJ,  Dana,  Dickaison, 
GsilUrd  Honey,  Hnnter,  Johnson  of  Kentacky>  J^hn* 
■on  of  Louiidana,  KJDg  of  New  York,  Leake,  Logan, 
Noble,  Otia,  Parrott,  KoberU,  Rnggles,  Sanfor^,  Stokes, 
Thomas^  Trimble,  Van  Bjke,  WiUiama  of  Miisisaippi, 
and  WilaoD. 

Nats — Measn.  £atoD,  King  of  Alabama,  Laoman, 
Llovd,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee. 


Tuesday,  April  11. 

Mr.  pLSA8AMT8,.from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
fi.  Timberlake,  made  a  report*  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  tne  petitioner^  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  two  last-named  grounds  ot  relief, 
ought  not  to  be  granted!  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Pleasants  also  reported  a  bill  conceminff 
John  B.  Timberlake,  a  purser  in  the  Navy ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  parsed  to  the  second  reading. 
>  Mr.  WiLLiABis,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  6. 
Regnier,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  iinfa- 
vorable  to  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Bent,  was  taken 
up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  iroqi  the  Committee  of  .Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendment  to  the  military  appropriation  bill, 
made  a  report  that  the  conferees  had  "met  and 
conferred  concerning  the  same,  and  that  they  were 
unable  to  come  to  any  agreement  thereuptm." 

The  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Samford,  from  the  Cpmmittee  of  Finance, 
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rqKUted  a  bill  to  proride  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
iDg  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Agreeablyr  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  relative  to 
the  Arkansas  Territory.  These  bills  were  severally 
read. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt, 
was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  adverse  to  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  system  of  Indian  trade  as  estab* 
lished  bv  the  act  or  1811. 

'  Mr.  Trimble  observed  that  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  this  report,  and  move  its  recommit- 
ment, with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  present  system  of  Indian  trade,  and  substitute 
a  dinerent  system ;  but,  as  the  session  was  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  and  a  great  deal  of  information  had 
been  called  for  on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
possess  before  acting  on  the  system  of  Indian  trade, 
ne  would  waive  his  opposition  now.  and  let  the 
report  pass.  The  subject  could  be  taken  up  at  the 
next  session. 

The  report  was  concurred  in.- 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  renew  and  extend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  continued  occupied  for 
several  hours  in  an  examination  of  the  details, 
which  are  very  numerous,  as  the  bill  embraces 
most  of  the  provisions  of  the  late  charter,  with 
sundry  additions.  On  some  of  these  a  good  deal 
of  deoate  took  ijlace,  particularly  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  Corporation  to  raise  ten 
thousand  dollars  a  year  by  way  of  lottery,  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  to  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Tnis  power  formed  part  of  the 
late  charter,  in  existence  twenty  3rears^  but  has  not 
until  latelv  been  exercised.  Being  incorporated 
in  this  bill,  also,  Mr.  Burrill  proposed  to  ex- 
punge it ;  and  the  question  was  argued  at  much 
length.  The  motion  was  finally  negativedt— ayes 
14,  noes  21. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  moved  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  city  to  all  free  white  male  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  the  city  one  year  before  the  tim^ 
of  voting,  without  any  property  or  odier  qualifica- 
tion than  above  stated,  instead  of  requiring  that 
they  shall,  in  addition  to  this  qualification,  have 
been  assessed  to  a  certain  amount,  and  have  paid 
a  tax. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Morril 
and  LLOTn,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Borrill 
and  Horsey  ;  and  was  negatived,  only  three  or 
four  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  as  amended. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  "act  concerning  navi- 
gation.''^ 


Mr.  Brown  observed  that,  on  reflection,  and 
consultation  with  the  friends  of  the  bill,  it  wms  be- 
lieved the  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Parrott 
when  the  bUl  was  last  taken  up,  to  extend  its  pro- 
visions to  the  British  ports  in  Lower  Canada,  might 
prove  useful — he  moved  an  amendment  having 
that  object ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

All  tne  amendments  to  the  Ijill,  adopted  by  the 
committee,  having  been  agreed  to  in  the  Senate, 
the  question  was  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  wished  only  to  remark,  that  he  should 
vote  for  the  bill^  though  he  had  not  entire  confi- 
dence in  its  eflBciency ;  he  did  not  think  it  compre- 
hensive enough,  or  that  it  went  far  enough  to  efiect 
its  object. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

YxAB — Me«rs.  BarboQr,  Brown,  Borrill,  Danm,  Dick- 
enon,  Eaton,  Edwards,  £lfiot,  Gaillard,  Horaey  Hun- 
ter, Johnson  of  Loaiaiana,  King  of  Alabama,  king  of 
New  Torkr  Lanman,  Laake,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleaaanti, 
Roberta,  Ragsl^'y  Sanlbrd,  Smith,  Btokea,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble.  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  of 
Alabaynat  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  WiUiama  of  Tea- 
nesaee — ^40. 

Nat— Mr.  WUion. 

DISTINCT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain 
district  judge&-—the  question  heins  on  concurring 
in  the  sums  with  which  the  blanls  were  filled  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Attempts  were  made  to  reduce,  in  some  instances, 
and  in  others  to  augment  the  sums  voted  in  com- 
mittee. The  only  changes,  however,  which  were 
effected  were  in  the  salaries  proposed  for  the  judges 
in  Massachusetts  and  North  Carolina — the  i&st 
was  raised,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Otis,  ^om  $2,10(>  to 
$2,300 ;  and  the  second,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stokes, 
from  $2,000  to  $2,100.  These  and  other  proposi- 
tions produced  considerable  discussion  as  to  the 
extent  of  duties,  &^.  of  different  judges. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

YzAs — Measri.  Brown,  ^dwardi,  Elliot,  Gaillard* 
Horaey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnaon  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Mellen, 
Otis,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tavlor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williami  of  Tennca- 
see — 21. 

Natb — Messrs.  Barbenr,  Borrill,  Dana,  Diekerson, 
Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
con, Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleaaaata,  Roberta, 
Rngglei,  Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
Wiiaon— 21. 

The  Senate  being  thus  equally  divided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  the  bill  of  course  Tejected. 


WfiUNESDAY,  April  12. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Vincennes,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  descendants  of  French  parents, 
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and  first  settlers  of  the  country  on  the  Wabaakand 
adjacent  waters,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made,  authorizinff  the  constituted  authorities  at  the 
next  treatv  to  be  holden  with  the  Miami  and  neigh- 
boring tribes,  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  other  pur- 
poses, to  appropriate  and  secure  for  the  use  of  the 
memorialists  and  their  descendants,  such  jportion 
of  land  as  the  natives  may  be  willing  gratuitously 
to  convey ;  or  such  other  provision  as  may  be 
deemed  proper,  to  compensate  them  for  their  various 
losses,  privations,  services,  fidelity,  and  sufferings ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An^  act 
for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;"  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  foi^the  relief  orCaptain  Stanton  Sholes;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior,  deceased ;'' 
and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Josepn  M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  Georae 
Skinner,  deceased ;"  reported  the  same,  repectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate^  That  the  practice  of  daelling 
is  inhuman,  immoral,  and  eensureble. 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  he  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army,  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon  who  have  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be»  directly  or  indirectly,  engaged  in 
a  duel,  or  who  may  have  been«  or  hereafter  may  be, 
in  any  way  or  manner  acoessary  thereto. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christ()pher 
Miller,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horbbt,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  judges 
of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were 
SD  filled  as  to  fix  the  compensation  of  these  officers, 
at  six  dollaiB  a  day  for  every  day  they  attend  to 
the  execution  pf  their  duties,  (it  is  now  tour  dollars) 
payable  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Ala- 
bama, took  up  the  bill  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  after  some 
discussion  of  its  details,  and  some  also  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  bill,  it  was  laid  over  until  to-mor- 
row, to  give  time  for  the  preparation  of  some  amend- 
ments which  were  suggested. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  |'act 
concerning  navigation :"  and  the  engrossed  biU  to 
establish  the  district  of  Pearl  rivex,  in  Mississippi, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 


The  bill  for  granting  a  preemption  right  to 
William  Conner  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

■  Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne,  were 
severally  considered,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  the  biUs  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez,  and  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  de 
la  Ronde. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  designate  the  boundary  line,  between  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Some  debate  took 
place  on  this  bilt,  on  a  point  made  by  Mr.  King, 
of  New  York,  who  doubted  the  power  of  Congress 
to  establish  tne  dividing  line  between  two  sove- 
reign States  of  the  Union^  and  did  not  believe  that 
such  survey  would  be  valid,  if  its  accuracy  were 
questioned  by  either  of  the  States  concemea.  He 
was  answered  by  Messrs.  Euwarus^  Noble, 
Tbomas,  Smith,  and  Rcggles,  who  ur^ed  the 
compact  made  on  this  subject;  the  petitions  to 
Congress  by  the  States  concerned  that  Congress 
would  have  this  line  ascertained ;  that  all  which 
was  necessary  was  to  run  a  meridian  line  from  a 
certain  point ;  that  there  was  not  the  least  dispute 
about  the  boundary,  which  the  ascertainment  of  a 
line  North  and  South  would  establish  incontro- 
vertibly ;  that  there  were  precedents  for  the  act. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in 
the  amrmative — yeas  17,  nays  14. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SANFORn, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  th^  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  military  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Burrill  moved  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
the  said  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  having  premised 
that  he  had  not  before  troubled  the  Senate  with 
any  remarks  on  this  subject,  submitted  a  few  ob- 
servations to  show  that  as  the  other  House  had 
manifested  so  decided  an  opposition  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Missouri  Expedition  above  the  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  Executive 
would,  from  respect  for  that  decision,  not  desire 
at  present  to  go  beyond  that  point ;  that  the  House 
h^d  also  decided  that  they  approved  ^is  expedition 
as  far  as  the  Council  BluiSs;  that  the  Senate  had 
yielded  to  the  House,  the  first  point,  but  thought 
It  important  that  a  sufficient  sum  should  be  appro- 
priated to  support  the  expedition  at  the  Council 
Blufis,  and  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
comply  with  obligations  entered  into  according  to 
law;  that  this  object  required  but  $30,000  more 
than  the  House  had  agreed  to ;  and  he  thought,  if 
the  Senate  would  stillinsist  on  its  amendment,  so 
as  to  bring  the  subject  again  before  the  committee 
of  conference,  an  arrangement  would  be  agreed 
to  by  which  this  sum  would  be  yielded  by  the  other 
House,  seeing  that  the  Senate  had  yielded  to  the 
House  in  .its  views  as  related  to  the  Mandan  vil- 
lages,^ dbc.    He  therefore,  with  these  views,  hoped 
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the  Senate  would  not  recede,  but  would  again 
insist  on  their  amendmedt. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22. 


Tbubsday,  April  13. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  General  Assemblv  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, prayinj^  an  act  explanatory  of  the  acts  prorid- 
ing  for  their  territorial  form  of  government ;  and 
also  another  memorial  of  the  same  Legislature, 
prayiiu;  the  grant  of  certain  sections  of  land  for  a 
seat  ofgov^mment  and  other  public  purposes ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read,  and  referr^  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RuooLEB  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
deciding  on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  district  of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  ad- 
justment of  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
a  duty  of  ten  per  centum  may  be  laid  on  all  sales, 
except  sherifis*  sales ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the 
printers  and  booksellers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on 
paper  unported  into  the  United  States ;  and  the 
petitions  were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures.^ 

Mr.  Leakb^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  residing  in  tne  State  of  New  York,'' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment  accompa- 
nied by  a  report  on  the  subject  thereot;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leake,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  remon- 
strance of  Samuel  Blackburn  and  others,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretarv  of  War. 

Mr.  BuBRiLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  as  an  addition  to  the  eleventh  of 
the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate : 

That  whien  a^notion  aball  be  made  that  a  btU«  roio- 
Itttion,  or  report,  shaU  lie  on  the  tfble»  the  qOMtion 
shall  be  depided  without  debate. 

The  Prebidbnt  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  to  whom  was  referred  die  peti- 
tion of  Susannah  Stewart;  and  the  report^ was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considemtion  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs.  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  B.  Tim* 
berlake;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Kennedy,  of  Philadelphia,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  12th  instant,  in  relation  to.duelling; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  ^e  further  con- 


sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next 

Mr.  HoRBEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Law  and 
Jonathan  Biliot,  citizens  of  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez  j  and  no  amendment  having- 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  rqwrted  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  concerning  John  B.  Timberlake,  a  pur- 
ser in  the  Navy,  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mc- 
Grew^  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Bdey 
Cheney ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  die  rdief  of 
the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  Gordon 
Forman ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  sivin^  the  lizht 
of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields;''  a  bill  entiUed 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Biekley  and  Ca- 
tharine Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark,  de> 
ceased ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Angus  O.  Eraser  and  others;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  let- 
ters jpatent  to  Henry  Burdin:"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  tor  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute,  es- 
tablished for  the  iNroiBOtion  of  arts  and  sciences  in 
the  City  of  Washmgton ;"  a  bUl  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  thesaleof  partof  the 
elebe  of  Rock  Creek  church,  in  the  county  of 
Washinfirton,  and  District  of  Columbia;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter, 
late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of  New  York 
volunteers;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Bruce;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withers ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  Geoise 
Miller ;''  and,  also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  deceased :"  in 
which  bills  th^y  request  the.  concnrrence  of  the 
Senate.  Thev  have  also  passed  the  bill  whkh 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act^  entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second 
day  ofMarch,  1799,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  request  the  coi^urrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  therein. 

The  fifteen  bills  last  brought  up  for  concuuence 
were  read,  and  they  aeverally  pa»ed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  biil  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Be- 
ley  Cneney ;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  WiUiam  Gor- 
don Forman ;"  and,  abo,  the  hill  entitle  <<An  act 
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gtving  the  rifht  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields," 
were  severalfy  read  the  second  time  by  ananimons 
consent,  and  respectiyeiy  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of 
John  Clark,  deceased ;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  An^s  O.  Fraser  and 
others,"  were  read  the  second  tmie  by  mianimous 
consent,  and -respeetirely  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance; 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  anthorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Henry 
Burdin,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,  established  for  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  church,  in  the 
county  of  Washington^  and  District  of  Columbia ;" 
and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and  disttict  courts 
in  the  District  of  CohimlHa,"  were  severally  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Baxter.  late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment 
of  New  York  Yolunteers ;"  the  bill,  entitlra  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bruce ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
ded  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  With- 
ers ;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Dani^  Converse  and  George  Miller ;" 
were  severally  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  John  Heaps,  deceased,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  renew  and  extend  the  char- 
ter of  the  City  of  Washington  was  read  the  third 
tkne.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robbrts,  and 
agreed  by  general  consent  to  be  considered,  so  to 
amend  the  bill  that  in  case  any  naval  or  military 
officer  of  the  United  States  snail  l)e  elected  an 
alderman  of  the  city,  such  officer  shall  not  exer- 
cise the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace^  (as  other 
aldermen  are  hereafter,  tz  oficio^  to  exercise,)  which 
amendment  was,  after  some  debate,  agreed  to — ayes 
14,  noes  9 ;  and  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 
of  the  orphans'  court  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  bounda- 
ries was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  district  of  Pearl  river 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  pas»Bd. 


The  hill  concerning  Arkansas  Territorv  (apply- 
ing to  that  Territory  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
June  4th,  1812,  as  modifiea  by  the  act  of  AjMril  29, 
1816,  for  the  government  of  me  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri,) was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnbon,  of  Ken- 
tucky, taken  up^  considered,  and  orderedito  be  en- 
grossed for  a  tnird  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Prevost  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Milne  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  PRESinBMT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Oeneral,  containing  a  list  of  unpro- 
ductive post  roads  for  the  year  1819 ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resmned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Otis  prepented  the  petition  of  David  Ellis 
and  others,  merchants,  distillers,  and  owners  of  dis- 
tilleries, in  the  Umn  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
prayinff  that  the  duty  on  molasses  may  not  be  in- 
crease*, and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Commitlee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Otis. also  presented  the  petition  of  Blipha- 
let  Loud  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Weynrauth, 
in  Massachusetts,  stating  that  their  ship  called  the 
"  Commerce"  was  unjustlv  taken  possession  of  by 
a  Russian  gun-boat,  at  tne  island  of  Corfu,  and 
there  condemned,  in  the  year  1807 ;  from  which 
an  appeal  was  made  to  tne  Court  at  St.  Peters- 
burg}  upon  which  no  decision  can  be  had;,  and 
praying  the  interposition  of  the  Government  to 
obtain  redress,  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  or  State,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Plbasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Merrill,''  reported 
the  same  without  amendment 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde,  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House : 
and,  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
the  district  of  Blakely ;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen. 

The  bill  is  long,  and  embraces  numerous  pro- 
visions, in  the  discussion  and  amendment  of  which, 
Messrs.  Elliot,  Pleasants,  Dickerson,  Law- 
man, Mbllgn,  Burrill,  and  Macon,  took  an 

active  part. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned tiU  to-morrow. 
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DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Qeorgia,  rose  and  adverted  to 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  Tuesday,  by  which 
the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  judges 
was  rejected.  On  ordering  that  bill  to  a  third 
readings  the  Senate  were  equally  divided,  and  the 
bill  was  of  course  lost  by  want  of  a  majorit]^  in  its 
favor,  though  there  was  not  a  majority  against  it. 
This  bein^  an  unprecedented  case  in  the  Senate, 
Mr.  W.  wished  to  know  if  it  was  competent  for  a 
member  on  either  side  of  a  question  on  which  there 
was  no  majority,  to  move  a  reconsideration  there- 
of, under  the  rule  which  only  says  that  a  member 
Yoting  with  the  majority  may  move  a  reconsider- 
ation. 

The  Presidbiit  decided  that  it  was  conforma- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  the  rule  to  permit  a  member 
▼otinff  on  that  side  which  prevailed,  to  move  a  re- 
consiaeration ;  and  therefore,  in  the  present  case, 
as  those  opposed  to  the  bill  had  succeeded  in  de- 
feating it.  even  though  not  a  majority,  it  would  be 
in  order  tor  any  member  who  voted  on  that  side 
of  the  question  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Barbour,  then,  who  had  voted  against  the 
bill,  to  accommodate  Mr.  Walker,  (who  was  pre- 
cluded by  the  decision  from  making  the  motion,) 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  Tuesday  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

This  motion  prevailed,  and  the  question  then 
recurred  on, ordering  the  oill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  and  the  biU  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Friday,  April  14. 

Mr.  RuQOLEB  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commission- 
ers for  ascertaining  and  decidinff  on  the  rights  of 
persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  \  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented'  the  petition  of  Greorge 
Jackson,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  the  use  of  a  vragon  and  team,  and  for  four 
horses,  which  were  lost  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  by  law  for  the  payment  of  sixty 
dollars  to  Christian  Wilman,  for  a  horse  which  he 
lost  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  late  war. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13th  instant,  for  amending  the  elev- 
enth of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate :  and,  on 
motion,  bv  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cath- 
cart ;  and  the  same  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary) to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  regulate  the 


fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  for  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Loiusiana ; 
and,  also,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy)  and,  also,  to  make 
further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy, 
reported  the  same,  respectively,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dickerson.  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manuiactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relid'of  WiHiBm. 
Coffin  and  others;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney  and 
others,"  reported  the  same,  respectivdy,  withoat 
amendment 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mc- 
Grew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley 
Cheney;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  giv- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields," 
reported  me  same,  respectively,  without  amend- 
ment 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William 
Grordon  Forman,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendm«itf  which  was  read. 

CLOTHING  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  then 
proceeded  to  tne  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
in  domestic  manufactures ;  which  biU  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e^  That,  from  and  after  the  paMBg 
of  this  acti  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  be  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  required  to  caose  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  to  be  clothed  in  articles  of  domestic 
manufacture,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  procured  in 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  for  reasons  which  he  submitted  at 
large,  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  embracing  in 
its  scope  the  general  policy  of  affording  fuiuer 
encouragement  to  domestic  manufactures,  and  the 
various  considerations  connected  with  that  broad 
question,  as  well  as  on  the  particular  merits  of  this 
bill.  The  bill  was  supported  much  at  large  by 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  Burrill.  Trimble,  MorriiI 
and  Kino,  of  New  York,  ana  in  a  few  mcideDtal 
remarks  bv  Mr.  Rugoles.  The  hill  was  opposed 
as  earnestly  and  fully  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  Smitb,  and  Macom.  The  debate  con- 
tinued till  half  past  3  o'clock;  when,  the  question 
bein£[  taken  on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
biU,  It  was  decided  in  the  negative,  hf  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YKAS—Messn.  Barbour,  Brown,  EHiot»  GMllaidy 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd, 
Macon,  Noble,  PleasanU,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  i>f  Georgia,  WiUUms  of  Miaaiesppi, 
and  WUIiams  of  Tennessee— 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edward^  Honey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  New  York*  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  MomU 
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Otis,  Palmer,  Pwrott,  Roberto,  Rugglee,  San  ford, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wil- 
son—24. 

Mr.  Van  Dm,  to  remove  some  of  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  uiged  affainst  the  bill,  and 
make  it  more  generally  acceptable,  moved  to  divest 
it  in  part  of  its  impemtive  cnaracter  by  modifying 
the  bill  to  read,  ''so  far  as  the  same  can  be  pro- 
cm'ed  at  as  reasonable  prices  as  similar  articles  of 
foreign  manufacture." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimble, 
and  Mr.  Dickerson  ;  but,  before  tne  question  was 
taken,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Saturday,  April  15. 

Mr.  Lo  WRIB  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
can manufactures,  praying  that  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff  may  be  madcL  as  will  secure  to  all 
persons  interested  m  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  a  full  and  equal  share  of  protec- 
tion ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  . 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  lor  consideration : 

Ruohedf  That  the  SecieUiy  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  Senate,  at  an  early  day  of  the  next  sea- 
sion,  a  system,  in  his  opinion,  best  calenlated  to  pro- 
tect the  territorial  fronUer  of  the  United  States,  desig- 
nating the  posto  heretofore  established  for  that  purpose ; 
with  a  comparative  view  of  the  eipenditures  and  ad- 
vantages which  might  result  from  any  change  ^hat 
may  he  contempIatMl  in  such  military  frontier,  par- 
ticularly embracing  the  country  watered  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  ito  tributary  streams. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the  rights 
of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
ana  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to 
lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  tb«  journals  of  the  Senate,  preceding  the 
Year  1814 ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  report 
oy  bill  or  otherwise^ 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  hill  for  the  reuef  of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la 
Ronde  was  read  a  third  time^  and  pa.s8ed. 

The  hill  to  establish  the  District  of  Blakdy  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establisn  additional  land  offices  in 
the  State  of  Alabama  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  carrying  into 
effect  certain  surveys  of  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina, directed  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
last  session ;  when,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  some 
amendments  to  extend  the  bill  to  two  or  three 
similar  cases,  in  which  objects  authorized  by  law 


require  specific  appropriations,  which  Mr.  Dana 
wished  to  prepar^  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  amendments  were  subsequently  offered  by 
Mr.  Dana,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  certain 
stockholders  of  the  banks  in  Alexandria,  and  others, 
deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  that  town, 
recommending  certain  amendments  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  District 
t)f  Columbia. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Besahed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Dastriet  of 
Columbia  be  requested  to  require  from  the  officers  of 
each  bank  in  the  said  District  now  applying  to  Con- 
gress for  a  renewal  of  ito  charter,  an  attested  list  of  ito 
stockholders,  with  the  amount  due  to  the  bank  from 
each  stockholder;  stoting  whether  any  part  of  the 
stock  is  formally  or  virtually  pledged  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

R$9ohfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepmd  apd  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement, 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  paid 
into  each  bank  in  the  District  of  (Columbia,  and  the 
time  and  mode  in  which  the  same  has  been  paid,  speci- 
fying such  psrto  thereof  as  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and 
such  parto  which  have  been  paid,  or  which  consist  in 
stock  notes,  or  any  other  nominal  capital ;  and  that 
he  be  requested  further  to  report  Whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  which  of  said  banks  have,  by  themselves  or  their 
agentfy  purchased  in  the  stocks  of  their  respective 
banks,  and  to  report  the  amount,  if  any,  so  purchased. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

RtMoived^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  or  what,  further  laws  are 
necessary  to  give  &cility  to  the  surrender  of  any 
**  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,"  to  hie  or  her 
proper  owner ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Mr.  Parrott  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  Irom  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  master  of  every 
boat,  raft,  or  flat,  which  shall  go  down  the  Mississippi 
to  New  Orleans,  shall,  on  his  arrival  at  that  port,  ren- 
der to  the  collector  thereof  an  account  of  the  number 
of  persons  employed  on  board  such  boat,  raft,  or  flat, 
ana  the  time  that  each  person  has  been  so  employed ; 
which  account  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  such 
master,  and  shall  pay  to  the  said  collector  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  cento  per  month  for  every  person  so 
employed ;  which  sum  he  is  authorised  to  retain  out 
of  the  wages  of  such  person;  and  if  any  such  master 
shall  fail  to  render  an  account,  or  shall  render  a  false 
account,  of  the  number  of  persons  employed,  and  of 
the  length  of  time  they  have  been  severally  employed, 
as  is  herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars;  which  sum,  together  with  all 
other  fines  and  penalties  recovered  by  virtue  of  this 
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act,  «h«II  make  a  part  of  tlia  raid  gaiieral  liiiid :  Pro- 
tfickd,  That  all  penwna  employed  in  navigating  each 
boat,  raft,  or  flat,  aliail  he  cooddered  as  aeamen  of  tiie 
United  SUiBa»  and  entitled  to  the  relief  extended  bj 
thia  act  to  aick  and  dirabled  seamen. 

Mr.  LooAN  opposed  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  wotdd  be  unjust  to  tax  a  pleople  for 
an  object  in  the  benefits  of  which  they  comd  not 
or  would  not  ever  participate. 

Mr.  Parhott  replied,  that  such  a  provision  was 
contained  in  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  it  in  the  present 
bin ;  and  argued  to  show  that  the  Marine  Hospital 
of  New  Orleans  would  often  afford  relief  to  sick 
and  destitute  boatmen,  dbc. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  did  not  say  the 
provision  would  not  be  productive  of  good,  but  it 
was  certainly  new,  as  the  boatmen  were  not  now 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  marine  hospital,  that 
being  confined  to  registered  seamen.  He  moyed, 
therefore,  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Monday, 
that  the  amendment  mifirht  be  printed ;  which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  x)ostponed  accord- 
ingly. 

HEIRS  OP  E.  A  W.  WINTER. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Winter  and  Wil- 
liam Winter  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  in  the 
nature  of  a  petition  of  a  right  against  the  United 
States. 

This  is  a  claim  of  great  magnitude,  and  has  been 
before  Ckmgress  for  manv  successive  years.  It  is 
for  no  less  than  one  million  of  acres  of  land  in 
Arkansas,  the  title  to  which  is  derived  under  a 
Spanish  ^nt.  The  legality  of  the  title  to  the 
extent  claimed  turns  on  the  construction  of  one  or 
two  words  of  the  grant,  which,  rendered  into  Eng- 
lish, are  "  one  thousand  arpens  of  land  square," 
upon  which  a  question  arises,  whether  the  grant 
intended  to  convey  a  thousand  square  acres,  or,  as 
the  claimants  allege,  a  thousand  acres  squsire, 
which,  of  course,  is  the  difference  between  one 
thousand  and  one  million  of  acres. 

Mr.  Roberts  stated  some  objections  to  this  re- 
port, to  the  course  proposed  by  the  bill,  and  to  the 
validity  of  the  claim  set  up  to  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory almost,  he  said,  equal  to  an  eiJnpire. 

Mr.  Hunter  replied  at  considerable  length)  de- 
tailing the  grounds  on  which  theeommittee  found- 
ed their  report,  and  entering  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  claim!  Afler  an  elaborate  and  mi- 
nute invesdffation  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  the 
claimants,  the  committee  would  have  felt  tnem- 
selves  bound,  had  they  been  obHged  to  pronounce 
an  opinion,  to  say  that  the  claim  was  a  just  and 
equitable  one ;  but,  as  all  the  evidence  was  txpdtU^ 
it  was  thought  best  to  refer  it  to  a  judicial  mves- 
tifi^tion,  where  the  United  States  could  be  able  to 
adduce  any  counteracting  evidence  which  might 
be  within  their  reach.  The  interest  of  the  United 
States  required  this  course,  as  it  was  not  possible 
that  Conffress  could  do  justice  to  the  public ;  they 
rarely  had  any  thing  to  guide  them  but  the  in- 
terested statements  and  ta  pairte  testimony  of  the 
petitioners.    Congress  was,  from  its  constitution, 


not  a  fit  tribunal  to  decide  sueh  claims,  and  par- 
ticularly claims  of  such  enormous  extent  as  the 
present  one,  dbc. 

Mr.  Brown  made  some  remarks  on  eke  practice 
of  the  Spadiish  Governors  of  Louisiana  in  making 
grants  of  land,  the  circumstances  in  which  this 
grant  originated,  dbc.,  to  show  diat  this  claim  rested 
on  reasonable  nounds,  and  had  sufllcient  evidence 
to  establish  its  justice. 

The  bill  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  John  son,  of 
Louisiana,  who  wished  to  make  siniilar  provision 
for  other  cases^  postponed  to  Monday. 

CLOTHING  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair, 
the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Anny  in  do- 
mestic manufactures — ^Mr.  Van  Dtks's  motion  to 
amend  the  bill  being  under  ccmsideration. 

To  give  place  to  an  itmendment  which  had  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Barboi7R,  which  he  was  willing 
should  supersede  his  own,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  proposed  to  a^nend  the  bill, 
by  addinff  "  on  sueh  terms  and  at  ^ch  prices  as 
will  not  be  injurious  to  the  public  interest ;"  thus 
leaving  an  option  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
depriving  the  bill  of  its  imperative  character. 

The  object  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
was  to  mitigate  and  render  less  objectionable  a 
measure  which  he  conceived  improvident,  but 
which,  from  the  vote  of  yesterday,  seemed  to  have 
gainea  for  it,  since  the  last  session,  when  a  similar 
proposition  was  rejected,  sufiScient  favor  to  carry 
It  through  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  then  entered  into 
a  eeneral  argument  a^inst  the  expediency  of  the 
bill,  which  he  opposed,  not  only  on  account  of  its 
contemplated  object  and  efiect,  but  because  it  was 
a  minute  and  insulated  measure  in  a  great  sjrstem 
which  Was  now  before  the  other  House,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  merge  the  object  of  this  bill,  Ac. 

Mr.  DiOKERSON  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  if  so  modified  as  to  read  ^  not  mcOe- 
HaUy  injurious,"  dkc.,  and  proceeded  to  reply  gen- 
erally to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  Barpodr  rejoined  at  some  length,  and  sus- 
tained bis  opinions  by  additional  ar^ments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  his  views 
in  favor  of  the  biU,  and  was  followed  on  the  same 
side  by  Mr.  Roggles,  who  preferred  the  bUl,  as  it 
was,  without  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd  regretted  that  the  amendment  oBered 
by  Mr.  Van  Dyke  had  been  withditiwn,  consider- 
ing it  preferable  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  BarbouRj  in  whose  views  he  concurred,  but 
thought  that  his  am^dment  would  fall  short  of  its 
object.  Mr.  L.  then  went  pretty  lai^y  into  an 
examination  of  the  efiect  and  operation  of  the  bill, 
to  show  its  inexpediency. 

Mr.  Trimble  entered  into  sundry  details  rela- 
tive to  the  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  with 
clothing,  and  the  inconveniences  sustained  by  the 
Army  in  consequence  thereof;  the  conduct  of  the 
purchasing  department,  dtc,  and  in  support  of  the 
bill  in  its  original  shape;  and,  with  the  view  of 
preparing  amendments  to  change  the  present  sys^ 
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tern  of  soj^phing  tln^  Army,  aitd  proTide  a  dilferent 
mode,  coDcIod^  with  a  motion  to  pos^ne  the 
bill  to  Monday. 

Mr.  LowKiB  opposed  the  postponement,  being 
in  favor  of  the  faili,  and  widiing  it  to  pass  promptly. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  lost— yeas 
1 1 ;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr.DioKES«ON'8 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Baebodr. 

Mr.  Smith  wished  Mr.  Van  Dtkb'b  amend- 
ment had  remained,  because  there  ooold  hare  been 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  it ;  and  he  would  have 
voted  for  it,  with  the  view  of  saving  money,  inas^ 
much  as  it  appeared  that  a  contmct  had  been 
offered  by  a  domestic  manofkcturer,  to  supply  the 
Anny  with  certain  clothing  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent 
lower  than  could  be  procured  of  foreign  fabrics. 
Mr.  S.  then  went  into  a  general  argument  against 
this  bill,  which,  he  denominated  one  of  the  me- 
chanical powers-^the  wedge— which  would  be  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  days  by  the  sci«w,  (alluding  to  the 
tariff  bill  in  the  other  House,)  which,  combined, 
could  rive  the  world  asunder. 

To  accoramodnte  ^tlemen  who  tvreferred  Mr. 
Van  Dtkb'b  proposition,  and  to  mase  way  for  it, 
Mr.  BARBOua  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Llotd  then  moved  an  amendment  similar 
to  that  which  was  ofiered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Van 
Dtkb,  and  withdrawn  this  monung;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it^eras  n^tived.     . 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

**  Profsfided,  That  no  contract  for,  or  purchase  of 
domestic  goods  for  clothing  the  Army,  shall  be  made 
at  more  than  ten  per  cent  above  the  price  of  articles 
of  the  same  kind  and  quality  impoited  from  a  foreign 
country." 

Mr.  TV.  observed  that  the  bill,  as  it  stood  at 
present,  made  it  imperative  on  the  purchasing  de- 
partment to  buy  domestic  goods,  no  matter  at  what 
cost  above  foreign  goods ;  this  mi^ht  create  an 
enormous  expense.  If  a  reosonalue  encourage- 
ment only  was  desirable,  his  amendment  must  l)e 
acceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  bill.  He  wished 
the  extent  of  protection  to  be  stated  specifically  \ 
and  it  seemea  to  be  ffenerally  admitted  that  ten 
per  cent,  was  ample.  dmI.  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  follow  up  tnis  protecting  provision 
with  an  appropriation  to  support  it;  and,  there- 
fore, if  his  amendment  prevailed,  he  should  move 
another  section  to  the  bill,  which  he  had  prepared, 
and  was  as  follows : 

**B^  it  further  tnaeUd^  That  the  sum  of  >— *  dol- 
lars be  and  the  aame  it  hereby  appropriated,  for  cloth- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  addition  to  the 
appropriations  heretofore  made." 

Mr.  DicKERSON  disclaimed  any  desire  to  give 
exorbitant  protection;  he  wished  eneouragement 
only  so  for  as  to  give  the  preference  to  domestic 
manufiictiires  when  to  be  obtaiaied  at  reasonable 
prices ;  and  was  willing  so  to  modHy  the  IhU. 

Mr.  BaowN  remarked,  if  this  was  the  view  of 
gentlemen,  whv  not  have  accepted  Mr.  Lloyd's 
amendment,  wnich  went  do  further  than  that, 
though  more  specific?  Mr.  B.  thought  these 
words  ^  reasonabU"  and  '<  materially"  too  ind«fi* 
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nite.  Why  not  avoid  all  obscurity  or  ambiguity 
by  saying  plainly  and  precisely  how  far  the  ^rel- 
erence  should  be  extended  to  domestic  fabrics? 
Mr.  Williams's  amendment  would  give  this  pre- 
cision. The  lull,  it  was  true,  would  then  be  a 
nullity,  bat  it  would  be  intelligible ;  and  as  the 
War  Dmrtment  had  heretofore  given  the  prefer^ 
enee  to  aomestic  manufactures,  it  would  continue 
to  do  so;  but  the  limit  to  which  it  might  go 
would  be  fixed,  and  remove  all  doubt  or  discre- 
tion, dbc. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  thought  this  bill  at  first  unne- 
cessary ;  but  as  it  had  appeared  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  was 
somewhat  objectionable  in  regard  to  a  due  encour« 
agement  of  the  domestic  manufactures,  he  waa 
willing  to  provide  a  corrective.  >  Mr.  W.  observed, 
tlmt  in  his  private  capacity  he  always  gave  a  pref- 
erence to  domestic  goods  when  he  could  obtaia 
them  on  equal  terms  as  to  price  and  quality,  with 
foreign  articles.  Thus  far  he  was  willing  to  go 
in  his  public  capacity,  and  if  an  opportunity  were 
afforded  to  hinif  he  would  move  such  a  provision* 
To  give  this  opportunity,  and  because  he  approved 
the  proposition  suggested,  Mr.  Williams  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  proviso:  "Provided  the  same  can  be 
pocured  at  the  same  prices  as  goods  of  the  same 
kind  and  quality  of  foreign  manufacture." 

Mr.  LowRiB  moved  to  add  to  the  proviso  the 
wordsj  "  having  due  regard  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation;" which  Mr.  Wilson  accepted  as  a  part 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BuaniLL  offered  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
arguments  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
entered  again  into  statements  to  show  that  it  was 
practicable  to  obtain  domestic  cottons  and  other 
articles,  of  superior  quality  to  like  articles  of  for- 
eign manufacture,  at  even  a  less  cost^  ^.  All  he 
desired  or  expected,  to  obtain  by  this  bill  was  to 
intimate  to  the  Purchasing  Department  that  when 
domestic  clothing  could  w  obtained  as  cheap  and 
good  as  foreign,  he  was  to  prefer  it.  As  to  en- 
cooragementof  domestic  manufactures  by  this  bill, 
it  was  scarcely  an  object ;  for.  at  most,  it  was  onlv 
to  provide  clothing  for  ten  tnonsand  aien^  which 
a  single  manu&ctory  could  do.  A  saving  of  mo- 
ney— a  prevention  of  wa8t&--was  its  chief  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  somei 
additional  observations  and  facts  to  defend  the 
Commissary  Geneml  of  Purchases  aaainst  reflec- 
tions thrown  out  on  the  correctness  cf  his  condttct 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  of  yesterday  and  to- 
day. 

Mr.  Trimblb  opposed  the  amendment  now  un- 
der consideratton,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  im- 
pose on  the  Secretary  of  War  a  discretion  and  re- 
sponsibility very  difficult  to. discharge  with  satis- 
faction, &c.  Mr.  T.  subjoined  some  remarks  on 
the  supply  of  the  Army  to  show  its  defective 
mode ;  m  the  course  of  which  he  stated  a  fact  to 
enforce  his  opinions,  which  was,  on  one  occasion, 
some  years  ago  the  blankets  rectived  for  the  sd^ 
diers  of  the  8th  military  department,  being  of  for- 
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-eign  &bric,  were  made  by  cutting  one  blanket  into 
two ;  and  were  of  a  texture  so  thin  that  the  in- 
specting officers  condemned  them,  a^d  the  com- 
mandin^r  officer  (General  Jesup)  actually  enclosed 
one  of  them  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  show  why  they  were  rejected.  He  argued  from 
this  fact,  and  others,  to  show  the  evils  and  incon- 
Teniences  of  such  supplies  at  remote  posts,  where 
better  could  not  be  promptly  substituted,  dtc. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wilson  ww 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nay»— ^9  to  3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dicker  son,  the  following 
section  was  added  to  the  bill : 

8c c.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  ihaU  be 
the  duty  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  to 
transmit,  annnally,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  his 
returns  of  contracts  for  supplies  of  clothing  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  copies  of  all  the  proposals  made 
to  him,  for  Airnishing  such  supplies. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WiLeoN  coming  up  for  concurrence — 

Mr.  Lloyo  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it 
which  had  been  added  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lowrie,  viz :  "  Having  a  due  regard  to  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation." 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  the  motion  to 
strike  out  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Lloto  and 
Smith,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  LowRie, 
Brown,  King,  of  Alabama,  Logan,  and  Euwards. 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  were  then  all  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate,  at  about  half  past  3  o'clock,  went 
into  the  consideration  of  Executive  business ;  after 
which  they  adjourned! 


Monday,  April  17. 

.  Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  wa3  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  Of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out ame&dmept. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Jones  and 
Richard  Buckner,  junior,  administrators  of  Wil- 
liam Jones;"  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  John  D.  Carter" ;  and  also  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Fraser 
and  others ;"  reported  the  same,  respectively,  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jourdan,  brothers,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Morril,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter,  late  paymaster  of 
the  third  reffiment  of  New  Yorx  volunteers  ;'^  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bruce ;"  and,  also,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Darnel 


Converse  and  George  Miller  ;'^  reported  the  same, 
respectively,  without  amendment  He  also  re- 
ported the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  C.  Withers,"  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read* 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  Jonn  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  be- 
half of  the  French  emigrants  to  Alabama  engaeed 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  c^ive,  was  r^er- 
red  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu," 
reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  JoHNsoit,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
respecting  the  currenc v  of  foreispi  gold  coins ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  T&emd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relid* 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Giabriel  Beizat,  de> 
ceased;  and,  no  anoendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Refnesentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  persons  hold- 
ing confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the 
State  of  Illinois ;"  a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  supple^ 
mentary  to  'An  act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  mil- 
itary land  warrants^  and  discharges  for  faithful 
services ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  Tor  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis ;"  and 
also  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson ;"  in  which  bilk  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  nave 
passed  the  bill^  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  other 
House,  to  the  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in 
Alabama,  (reducing  the  salary  proposed  for  the 
judge  from  $2,000  to  $1,500,  and  that  of  the  mar- 
shal from  $400  to  $200.) 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Ala- 
bama, disagreed  to  the  first  amendment,  touching 
the  salary  of  the  judge ;  and  agreed  to  the  second, 
with  an  amendment;  making  the  salarv  of  the 
marshal  $250  instead  of  $200,  as  reducea  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  luids 
in  the  State  of  Illinois ;"  and  also  the  hill,  entided 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  lesal  representatives 
of  Henry  Willis ;"  were  read  toe  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  refened  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  suf^ementary  to  'An 
act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land  war- 
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rants,  and  dischafges  for  fiuthful  senriccs ;"  and 
also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson ;"  were  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  respectirely  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Edward  McCarty ;  and,  no  amend* 
ment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands  ^  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  WiLUAMs,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Hunter;  and,  no  amendment  haring 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
ibnsent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and  the  same 
having  been  amended,  by  filling  the  blank  therein, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
gros^,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  further  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, (making  additional  provision  for  marine 
hospitals  at  certain  places,  to  be  supported,  as 
usual,  by  «  contribution  of  twentv-five  cents  per 
monUi,  by  the  registered  seamen,  dbc.)  Mr.  Par- 
rott's  amendment,^  offned  to  the  bUl  on  Satur- 
day, to  extend  the  provision  of  the  bill  to  Missis- 
sippi boataien  being  still  under  consideration,  sonie 
discussion  took  place,  not  so  much  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  amendment,  jas  on  the  propriety  of  dis- 
criminating between  the  different  kmds  of  boat- 
men, so  as  to  include  those  only  who  follow  the 
rocatioa  regularly,  and  not  those  who  are  casual 
hands,  or  go  for  a  single  trip,  &c.;  in  which 
Messrs.  Ruoolb9,  Lsakb,  Parrott,  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  Trimrle,  Looan,  and  Brown,  ioined. 
The  proceeding  ended  in  postponibg  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Trimri^,  who  wished  to  modify 
the  amendment,  until  to-nprrow. 

Mr.  Barbour  laid  on  the  table  a  proposition,  so 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as,  suostantially, 
to  gi^c  A  priority  to  bilb  from  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
'defraying  the  expense  of  certain  surveys  of  the 
'  coast  of  ri^orth  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  the  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
army  in  domestic  manufactures;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concuirence. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  publication  of  part  of  the  secret  Journal 
of  the  Congress  under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion ;  and,  no  amendment  baring  been  made  there- 
to, it  waa  rep(M:ted  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a 
tmrd  reading. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  {[ranting  cer- 
tain privileses  to  the  Ocean  Steamahip  Company 
of  New  Yonc ;  and  the  same  haviiu^  been  amend- 
ed, the  further  consideration  thereofwas  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  £benezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal 
representatives  of  Richal-dson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
otners;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HoRSRY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  biU, 
entitled  **Aii  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cohimbuin 
Institute,  established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and 
sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington ;"  and  also  the 
bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sions of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis-^ 
trict  of  Columbia ;"  reported  the  same,  respective- 
ly, without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  Unit^ 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Consul 
at  Algiers ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
tobe engrossed  ^nd  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and  William 
Winter  to  institute  a  suit,  in  the  nature  of  a  peti- 
tion of  right,  against  the  united  States. 

Mr.  RoRERTB  offered  an  amendment,  limiting 
the  time  for  the  institution  of  such  suit  to  one  year ; 
which  amendment  was  asreed  to. 

Some  conversation  toox  place  between  Messrs. 
Otis,  Smith,  and  Hunter,  on  the  expediency  of 
making  an  innovation  in  the  practice  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  in  a  single  case;  on  the  propriety  of  em- 
bracing other  clauns  of  a  similar  character,  if  there 
be  any.  in  the  same  bill ;  and  by  Mr.  Smith  par- 
ticulariv,  on  a  doubt  whether  the  bill  did  not  in- 
fringe the  Constitution,  or,  at  any  rate,  an  impor- 
tant principle  heretofore  adopted  and  adhered  to. 

The  biU  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

GRANT  OF  LAND  TO  OHIO. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  grant  to  Ohio  a 
pre-emption  right  to  a  section  6f  land  in  each 
county  in  the  districteBLlled the  New  Purchase,  in 
that  State,  fait  county  buUdinss,  ^..  with  the 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  by.  the  Land  Com- 
mittee, which  proposed  to  grant  only  a  quarter 
section  in  each  county  for  the  purpose  above  men- 
tioned. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  arose  on  the  expediency 
of  ffranting  this  pre-emption ;  on  the  injustice  of 
sucA  favors  to  one  State  and  not  to  another ;  the 
propriety  of  making  the  provision  more  general, 
&c.  Messrs.  RuooLfis,  Lowrir,  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  Trimble,  Lb akb.  Brown,  Kino,  of 
Alabama,  Robbrtb,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  and 
Baton,  respectively,  bore a^rt  in  the  discussion ; 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Wilu  ams  made  an  un- 
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sacoeBsfnl  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
itdhr. 

The  amendsieDts  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
RoBKRTS  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  which  was  decided  l^  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

TxAs— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Burrill,  Dmns«  Ea- 
ton, Oaillard,  HorMy,  King  of  Alabama,  MoHen,  Plea- 
sants, Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor,  Van  Dyke,  Wiffiams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Wilsoo— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  IMckeiaOn,  Edwards,  Hanter,  King 

of  New  Yoifc,  Lanman,  Leake,  Jjogan,  Lowrie,  Maoon, 

Noble,  Otis,  Palaur,  Parrott,  Rag^,8anfi>rd,  Stokes, 

Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 

Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee    21, 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-monrow. 

PAY  OP  NAVY  SURGEONS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  surgeons  of 
the  Navy. 

Mr.  Pleasants  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Naval  Committee  had  proceeded  in  reporting 
this  bill^  and  in  deciding  on  the  amount  of  pay  to 
be  allowed  to  surgeons,  according  to  the  character 
of  the  service  in  which  they  are  employed,  &c., 
and  proceeded  to  move  that  the  blanks.be  filled 
with  various  sums^  which  were  successively  agreed 
to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  and  reported, 
it  wasj  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bcrrill,  who  wished  a 
little  time  to  examine  it  in  comparison  with  the 
pay  allowed  to  surgeons  of  the  Army,  postponed 
tU  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  following  resolution^  offered  by  Mr.  Trim- 
ble, was  taken  up,  and  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Barbour,  expressive  of  a  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  not  be  used  to  retard  the  passase  of 
the  bill  extending  the  charters  of  the  banks,  which 
was  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  tne  Dis- 
trict—it was  agreed  to,  viz : 

Resohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  befi>re  the  Senate  a  statement 
showing  the  amoant  of  eapital  sabscribed  and  paid,  to 
each  bank  in  the  Diatrtct  of  Columbia,  partMmlarly 

Siedfying  the  time  and  mode  of  payment,  the  parts 
ereof  which  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and  the  parts 
thereof  which  have  been  paid,  or  which  consist  in  stock 
notes,  or  in  any  other  species  of  nominal  eapital ;  and 
to  report  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  which  of  said  banks 
have  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  purchased  in  the 
stoeks  of  their  respective  banks,  and,  if  any,  the  amount 
so  purchased. 

The  following  resolution  also  submitied  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  on  Saturday,  was  next  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Remthedi  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  inetmcted  to  require  ftom  the  oflloem  of 
the  banks  in  said  District,  now  applying  lo  Congreos 
for  a  renewal  of  their  charters,  an  attested  list  of  their 
respective  stockholders,  stating  the  amount  due  from 
each  stockholder,  and  whether  any  paii  of  the  stock 
is  formally  or  virtaaUy  pledged  for  the  payment 
thereof 

Mr.  Otir  objeciad  to  the  extent  to  which  this 


resolution  went ;  mneh  of  the  inAmnatioB  cdled 
for  by  die  resections  was  perhaps  necessary,  bnt 
that  part  which  called  for  an  exposure  ef  tke  af- 
fairs of  the  individual  stoekholden  he  tlMmglit  was 
not  altogether  proper,  and  vras  perhaps  nnneeessary. 
Mr.  Trimbls  had  no  desire  to  pry  into  the  con- 
cerns of  the  individual  stoekholders.  hut  he  wished 
to  ascertain  the  real  eapital  of  the  hanks,  and 
what  part  thcnc^  was  merely  nominal,  nrenoi^v 
toactinffon  the  bill  for  rechartermg  thcna.  Tie 
was  wiUing  to  accept  a  modification,  hevrerer, 
which  would  make  it  more  aoeept^ile,  and  to  gire 
time  for  it,  he  moved  the  postaonemcnt  of  the  res- 
olution until  to-morrow ;  which  motioa  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  resolution  was  postponed  accoidingty. 

ToBSOAT,  Aptil  18. 

The  Senato  resumed  the  ooasideratioB  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  requiring  the  Sec- 
retarf  of  War  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  system,  in 
his  opinion,  best  calculated  to  protect  the  territorial 
frontier  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  JoBifsoN,  of  Kentucky,  it  was  laid  on  th? 
table. 

The  Senato  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
'mittee  on  the  District  of  Columlna  to  require  oo- 
tain  information  relative  to  the  stockholders  in  the 
req>ective  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  now 
ap^ying  to'  Congress  for  a  renewal  of  their  char- 
ters ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TRmsLE,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tbomab,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Yincennes  land  dis- 
trict," reported  the  same  with  amendments;  which 
vrere  read. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senato,  of  the  13th  instant,  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  £liphalet  Loud  and  others ;  and  the  report 
vras  read. 

Mr.  Sanforu  submitted  the  folkrwinir  motion 
for  consideration :  ^ 

^Ubhedy  That  the  Secretaiy  of  War  lay  before  the 
Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session,  a 
statement  of  all  annuities  payable  by  the  United  States 
to  Indians  or  Indian  tribM,  or  under  treotJee  with 
Indians;  dSstinguiahiag  the  several  annnities,  the 
periods  daring  whioh  they  are  teepeolively  payable ; 
and  exhibiting  the  capitals  or  present  vnluee  of  soch 
annuities,  compnting  the  snnaal  interest*  at  wa  per 
oentom. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  publication  of 
part  of  the  secret  Joiunal  of  Congress,  under  tke 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  reprenentatives 
of  (Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  h<»rs  of  Edward 
MoCarty  was  read  a  third  time,  and.pasaed. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Thomas  uunter  was 
[read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Tke  b91  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Sterens  and 
Austin  L.  Sandiylesal  rapresenta  tires  of  Richard- 
son Sands,  dece&se^  and  others,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  nassed. 

Toe  bill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
oomts  between  the  united  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  kite  American  Consul  at  Algiers,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenMives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  innst  on  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  estab- 
lish a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,''  and 
disa^^ree  to  that  proposed  by  the  Senate  upon  con- 
comng  in  the  second  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  ez- 
tendmg  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of 
land  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases ;"  abiU, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  annex  certain  lands  within  the 
Territory  of  Michi^n  to  the  District  of  Detroit  f 
and,  also,  a  resolution,  girhiff  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a  compact  concluded  between  the  States 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of 
their  boundary  line ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
sererallir  paas^  to  the  second  reading. 

The  nil,  entitled  ''An  act  extendme  the  time 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct 
taxes,  in  certain  cases,''  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  certain  lands 
within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  th^  District 
of  Detroit,"  was  naUl  the  second  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committed  on 
Public  Lands. 

'  The  resolvtton  giving  the  consent  of  Conjhrcss 
to  a  compact  concmded  between  the  StateH  of  lien* 
tucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boondary  line,  was  read  the  second  tame,  by  unan- 
imous cooaent.  uid  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Looan, 
Eaton,  and  Burbill  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  nroTide  further  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen-— Mr.  PABEOTr'a  amendment  he- 
ingyet  under  consideration. 

The  amendment  was  so  modified,  on  motiox^of 
Mr.  TmmBLL  as  to  suit  the  view  he  had  preTiouslv 
expressed  inline  discussion— 4ot  varying  material- 
ly, howercr,  from  the  original  proportion;  and 
the  amflodment  being  then  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
ordered  te  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  mating  to  the  Ocean  Steamboat  Compa* 
fty  of  New  York  certain  nriyileges. 

Some  debate  arose  on  tne  propriety  of  granting 
some  of  the  proposed  adTantages  to  mis  company, 
^t  paitkmlarly  of  the  drawhack  on  foreign  coal 
consaaied  by  ^e  steam  Tessel ;  m  which  Mr.  P Ab- 
bott opposed  k  on  prindple^  and  it  was  defended 
byMenrs.  Dickbrbon,  King,  of  New  York,  and 
JoHMBoii,  of  Loaisiana.  After -an  UBBUceesAd 
motion  hy  Mr.  Parrott,  to  nostpone  the  biU  in- 
«flnildiy,  it  was  on  motion  or  Mr.  Wilbom,  who 


wished  a  little  further  time  to  look  into  the  prori- 
sions  of  the  bill,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Smith,  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

**ReMolved,  That  ths  Commhtee  on  the  Judiciaiy  be 
instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  or  what,  further  laws  are 
necesaary  to  give  facility  to  the  surrender  of  any  person 
held  to  aerrice  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  lawa 
thereof,  escaping  Into  another,  to  his  or  her  proper 
owner,  and  to  report  by  bin  or  otherwtee." 

Mr.  S.  stated  the  grounds  of  his  motion ;  and, 
after  some  conyersation  on  the  improbafaility  of 
getting  a  bill  through  so  late  in  the  session,  on  a 
subject  which  had  twice  failed  at  pierious  sessions, 
which  was  Mr.  Bubbill's  objection  to  the  inqui- 
ry ;  and  some  expianations  by  Mr.  WiLaoN  and 
Mr.  Lowrib,  relatire  to  the  law  of  Peimsylvania 
restraining  justices  of  the  peace  from  acting  under 
the  charge  of  runaway  slares,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  pre-emption 
right  to  a  section  of  kmd  in  certain  counties,  for 
county  purposcD  the  amendment  reported  thoeto 
by  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  (reducing  the 
quantity  to  one  quarW  section)  being  yet  under 
consideration- 
Mr.  RuooLBB  submitted  a  few  additional  re- 
marks against  the  amendment ;  when  the  ^oestion 
was  taken,  and  the  amendment  a^^need  to  nyos  15, 
noes  9. 

The  bill  being  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in;  and  afker  some  further 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  biU,  and  amend- 
ments offered  to  it-«chiefly  by  Messrs.  Tbimbub, 
RuGGLBB,  and  Eaton — ^the  bul  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading — ayes  19,  noes  13. 

HBIR8  OP  E.  6c  W.  WINTER. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and 
William  Winter  to  institute  a  suit  in  equity,  in 
the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right,  agwnst  the  Uuted 
States,  was  then  taken  up  in  Oonanittee  of  the 
Whde. 

Mr,  SaiiTfl  spoke  against  the  ioapolicy  and  the 
bad  tendency,  tnoughne  no  longer  doubted  its  con- 
stitntionality,  of  granting  this  pri^il^ge,  which,  if 
once  admitted,  woidd  extend  te  manr  other  cases: 
the  prabable  injury  and  injuatioe  to  the  interest  or 
the  U  nited  States,  which  would  grow  out  of  it ; 
and  generally  against  the  policy  of  the  privilege, 
which,  though  permitted  in  England,  would  be  an 
unwise  innovation  in  this  country. 

Mr.  HoMTBB  replied,  that  the  Land  Committee 
were  not  the  advocates  of  the  petitioners,  but  had 
reported  this  bdl,  and  recommended  this  course, 
to  relieve  themselves  from  the  perilous  responsi- 
hilily  of  r^orting  against  the  United  States  in  a 
ease  iovolviitf  from  one  to  perhaps  three  millions 
of  doUais,  H»  argued  at  some  length  in  support 
of  the  eqaity  and  the  sood  policy  of  thus  permit- 
ting a  claimant  to  establish  his  ckim  l^  petition 
of  right  in  a  court  d  justice,  and  against  the 
eempelency  of  Congress  so  tar  to  assume  the 
character  of  judges  as  to  decide  with  justice^  and 
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with  a  due  inTestigation,  claims  of  such  magni- 
tude, du;. 

Mr.  Van  Dvks  argued,  from  the  nature  of  this 
cascL  that  it  was  such  a  one  as  might  be  decided 
by  tne  courts  without  the  intervention  of  Congress, 
either  by  an  action  of  ejectment  arainst  purchasers 
of  any  portion  of  this  land  under  the  United  States, 
or  by  tne  claimants  themsdves  entering  upon  the 
possession  and  sustaining  a  suit  to  support  it.  Mr. 
V  AN  D.  doubted  the  policy  of  setting  the  example 
proposed  by  this  bill;  he  thought  it  a  dangerous, 
experiment,  and  adduced  facts  and  arguments  in 
support  of  nis  opinion. 

The  discussion  of  this  bill  enlarged  into  a  de- 
bate of  wide  scone  and  very  considerable  length ; 
taming  principally  on  the  policy  of  the  bill,  un- 
connected with  tne  merits  of  tne  claim,  though 
the  Talidity  of  the  claijn  was  occasionally  touched 
on.  The  bill  was  advocated  much  at  length  by 
Messrs.  HcNTEB,  Mellen,  Edwards,  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  and  Johnson,  of  Louisiana ;  and 
was  opposed  eamesUy  by  Messrs.  Smitb,  Bar- 
bour, LfANHAN,  and  Dickerson. 

To  try  the  strength  of  the  bill  by  a  specific  mo- 
tion, Mr.  Van  Dtke  moved  to  j^stpone  it  to  a  day 
beyond  the  session ;  which  motion  was  negatived: 
Teas  16,  nays  19 ;  and 

The  bill  ijeing  reported  to  the  Senate^  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  the 
following  vote :        , 

Ybas — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Honey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Leake, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Bug- 
gies, Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Williams  of  Mississip- 
pi, IVilUams  of  Tennessee,  Wilson — 33. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dickenon,  Elliot,  Gail- 
lard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Roberts  Sanford, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, Walker  of  Georgia — 19. 


Wbdnesday,  April  19. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  General 
James  Wilkinson,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Henry  Willis,"  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  tne  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  the  same 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  theUnitea  States;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
piracy  and  other  crimes;  and.  on  motion  oy  Mr. 
BuRRiLL,  it  was  hud  on  the  taole. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  ground 
belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  City  of 
Wasmngton;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  HuifTER,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subject  vnu  referred,  reported  a  biJi  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Goeriain,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  annex  certain  lands  within 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  land  district  of 
Detroit,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  o£  the  bill  establishing 
the  mde  of  Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Service 
of  the  United  States;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Pleasants,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Trimble,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affi&irs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  regnlate  the  me- 
dical denartment  of  the  Army,  [requiring  of  the 
principal  and  assistant  apothecaries  general,  bond 
and  security  for  their  faithful  conduct,  and  Plant- 
ing to  the  surgeon  general  the  privilege  of  frank* 
ing  official  letters;]  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Sam- 
ford  WHS  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  the 
bill  confirming  the  proceeding  of  the  inhalMtants 
of  Cahokia,  in  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  tovm,  dec ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden ;  and 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  authorizing  the 
printing  and  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  m  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  were  sever- 
ally taken  up,  considered,  the  three  first  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  all  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

ALABAMA  DISTRICT  COURT. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  announcing  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  establishm^  a  dis- 
trict court  in  Alabfluna,  (reducing  the  nmries  of 
the  judge  and  marshal,  the  former  to  Dl,500,  and 
the  latter  to  $200.) 

Mr.  Walker^  or  Alabama,  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  first  of  these 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference  thereon. 

Mr.  Burr  ILL  opposed  the  motion,  and  made 
some  remarks  against  the  expediency  of  insisting 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  which  might,  from  the  de> 
termination  evinced  by  the  other  House,  destroy 
the  bill  altogether;  wnen  in  fact  the  salary,  as 
reduced  by  that  House,  would  yet  be  higher  than 
that  of  some  other  judges,  dtc. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  replied,  and  urged  the  extent  of  duties 
which  that  judge  would  have  to  perform,  in  com- 
Mirison  witn  others,  to  show  that  the  salary  ot 
^,000,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  would  not  be  too 
much. 

The  motion  to  insist  was  negatived,  and  the 
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Senate  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  both 
the  amendments  of  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Wilson  in  the  uhair.  the  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  in- 
troduced some  time  since  by  Mr.  Bubrill. 

This  bill  embraces  a  number  of  proTisions  touch- 
ing the  powers  of  the  judges,  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  right 
of  appeal,  ^. 

Mr.  Bubrill  reriewed,  successively,  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  bill,  explaining  to  the  Senate 
briefly  their  object,  the  defects  of  the  present  sys- 
tem intended  to  be  remedied,  &c.  Wnen  he  luid 
concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  for  reasons  which  he  stated  at  large, 
moved  to  strike  out-  the  following  section,  being 
the  last  in  the  bill : 

SxG.  8.  And  be  ti  further  enacted.  That  whenever, 
upon  any  indictment,  information*  or  other  criminal 
prosecution,  in  any  State  court,  the  party  defendant 
shall  set  up  in  his  defence,  under  the  general  issue,  or 
otherwise,  any  right,  authority,  or  duty,  claimed  and 
exercised  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  treaties,  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  of  the  court 
before  which  the  same  shall  be  pending  shall  be  against 
the  validity  of  such  right,  authority,  or  duty,  if  the 
same  shall  not  otherwise  fully  appear  of  record,  the 
party  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  file  his  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions to  such  decision  at  anv  time  before  judgment 
rendered  thereon ;  and  such  bill  of  exceptions,  being 
found  true,  shall  be  signed  and  acknowledged  by  the 
same  court,  or  by  the  presiding  judge  thereof,  and  re- 
corded among  the  records  of  the  court ;  and  in  every 
case  where  it  shall  appear  of  record  that  the  court 
shall  have  decided  against  the  validity  of  such  right, 
authority,  or  duty,  a  writ  of  error  shall  lie  from  the 
judgment  rendered  on  said  indictment,  information,  or 
other  prosecution,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  within  five  years  aAer  the  rendi- 
tion of  such  judgment ;  and  said  court  shall  have  full 
authority  to  judge  therein,  and  to  affirm  or  reverse  the 
lame,  as  justice  and  law  shall  require:  Provided, how- 
ever, That  no  writ  of  error  shall  operate  as  a  stay  of 
execution  of  such  judgment,  unless  the  party  defend- 
ant, during  the  same  term  in  which  judgment  shall  be 
passed,  shall  enter  into  a  recognizance  in  such  State 
court,  in  a  reasonable  sum,  with  good  and  sufficient 
sureties,  to  sue  forth  such  writ  of  error  within  thirty 
days  after  such  recognizance  shall  be  acknowledged, 
returnable  to  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  be  holden  after  sixty 
days  from  the  time  of  the  rendition  of  such  judgment, 
and  to  prosecute  the  same  writ  to  effect,  and  to  abide 
the  final  judgment  and  decision  of  the  court  rendered 
thereon  ;  and  in  default  thereof,  that  such  recognizance 
shall  be  forfeited ;  and  in  case  such  judgment  shall  be 
affirmed,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  award  reasonable 
costs  against  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  shall  remand 
the  cause  to  the  State  court  for  execution,  according 
to  the  original  judgment. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  considerable  dura- 
tion arose,  m  which  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Low- 
rib,  Lanman,  and  Walker,  of  Georgia ;  and  was 
op]K)sed  by  Messrs.  Borrili^  Mbllen,  and  Otis, 


The  motion  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  14,  nays  11;  and  the  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  postponed  to  Saturday. 

THE  NAVY. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certaia 
number  of  small  vesseb  of  war  was  taken  up  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  the  object  of  the- 
bill  and  the  necessity  of  this  kind  of  force  was. 
explained  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  and  the  blanks  be- 
ing filled,  and  the  bill  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  in  the  following  shape : 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is- hereby  authorized  to  eause  to  be  built  and 
equipped  any  number  of  small  veasels  of  war  (not  ex- 
ceeding seven)  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  ser» 
vice  may  require  ;  the  said  vessels  to  be  of  a  force  net 
more  than  twelve  guns  each,  according  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President.  And,  for  carrying  this  act  into 
effect,  the  som  of  $60,000  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  -out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  Senate  adjotimed. 


Thursoay,  April  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aflbirs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
providing  for  the  cases  of  lost  military  iknd  war- 
rants and  discharges  for  faithful  service,^'  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laifs  of 
the  United  States,  and  tor  other  purposes,"  report- 
ed the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Querlain ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  lUmois ;  and,  also, 
the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  medicaLdepartment 
of  the  army,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  paynoasters  of  the  United*  States'  armyj  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  thie 
right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  thej^ublic 
lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  ot  Mis- 
sissippi, it  was  laid  on  the. table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lousiansu  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  or  St. 
Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Louisianajpraying  that 
the  custom-house  for  the  district  of  Teche  may  be 
removed  from  Nova  Iberia  and  established  at  the 
village  of  Franklin,  upon  the  bayou  Teche,  in  the 
said  parish,  was  rexerred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  consider  and.  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory to  be  printed  and  distributed,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  in- 
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habitants  of  the  village  of  Cahc^ia,  in  the  State 
of  Illinois^  in  laying  out  a  town  on  the  commons 
of  said  YiUage,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
further  consiaeration  thereof  was  postponed.* 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  repre- 
:se&tative8  of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Winter 
to  institute  a  bill  in  equitjr  in  the  nature  of  a  peti- 
tion of  right  against  the  tJnited  States,  was  read 
j9l  third  time,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtke, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
othefs  was  read  a  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  <A  Thomas  Leiper  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vessds  of  war  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SANFonn,  from  the  Committee  t)n  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark, 
administratrix  of  John  Clark,  deceased,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose 
of  certain  public  lands  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  eultiyation  of  tiie  vine  and  olirc;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  <m 
the  taue. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  appropriate 
a  room  or  rooms  in  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  th^  State  of 
Louisiana ;  and^  on  motion  by  Mr.  Km o,  of  Ala- 
bama, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ruooles,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petitions  of  Antoine  Brown  and  of 
George  Harpole. 

Mr.  DioKERsoN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
limit  the  tenn  of  office  to  four  years  of  certain  offi- 
oera,  [collectors  of  the  customs,  district  attorneys, 
naTy  agents,  registets,  receirers  of  public  money, 
paymasters,  pursers,  naval  officers,  port  surveyors, 
dbc. ;]  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean  Steam- 
riiip  Company  of  New  Yo» ;  and,  no  amendment 
being  offered  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  taken  od 
ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
ne^tive — yeas  11,  nays  12. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Braden.  were 
severally  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  respectively. 

The  bill  to  chanee  the  port  of  entnr  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  in  Louisiana,  was  taxen  up^  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Diokerbon,  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 
The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  KiNOyof  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  the 


bill  "  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  certain  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  and  oanals  thenia 
mentioned ;"  which  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  bv  Mr.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  on  the  4th  instant,  to  wnich  committee  had 
been  referred  the  memcviab  on  the  subject  from 
the  L^islatuies  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Dlinois,  dbc. 
The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  by  the  continuation  of  tiia  CnmberUnd 
road  lipom  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  YirgiBia,  throogh 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUiaois,  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  may  become  more  vaioahle— 

Be  it  maeted,  4«-f  That  the  President ef  die  United 
States  be,  and  he  vt  herabgr,  authorised  to  appoint  three 
impartial  and  jndktoui  penons^  not  being  dtiaens  of 
any  of  the  Statee  albresaid,  to  be  rnmraisniomnrs.  and, 
io  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  tbam,  lo 
appoint  other  ind  like  persons  in  thmr  place,  who 
snail  have  power  carefo]]y  to  examine  the  coontry  be- 
tween Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be  chosen 

by  said  commiMioners,  between  the ,  and  to  lay 

out  a  road  from  Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  the  point  so 
to  be  choeea  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi ; 
the  said  road  to  be  on  a  straight  Hne,  or  as  nearly  so 
as,  having  a  due  regard  to  the  condition  and  sitaatioa 
of  the  ground  and  water-courses  over  which  the  same 
shall  be  laid  ont,  shall  be  deemed  expedient  and  prac- 
ticable. And  said  commianoners  shall  have  power  to 
employ  able  surveyors,  chainbearers,  and  other  neces- 
sary assistants,  in  laying  out  said  road.  The  said  road 
to  be  eighty  ieet  wide,  and  designated  by  marked  trees, 
stakes,  or  other  conipicuous  monuments,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  every  quarter  o(  a  mile,  and  at  every  angle  of 
deviation  from  a  straight  line.  And  the  said  commis- 
sioners  shall  cause  to  be  made,  and  deliTered  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  an  accurate  plan  of 
said  road,  so  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  with  a 
written  report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  therein 
the  State  lines  croeseo,  and  the  marks,  monuments, 
courses,  and  distances,  by  which  the  said  road  shall  be 
designated ;  describing  also  the  water-counes,  and  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  ground  over  which  the  same 
shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall,  moreover,  divide  said  road 
into  sections  of  not  more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  five 
miles  long,  noticing  the  materials  that  may  be  used 
in  making,  and  giving  an  estimate  of  tho  expense  of 
making  each  section  of  the  road  albresaid. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaded.  That,  in  order 
to  open  the  communication  and  promote  the  inter- 
course between  the  States,  the  Prcmdent  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint 
three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not  being  citi- 
zens of  either  of  the  States  of  Maiylandt  Delaware,  or 
New  Jersey,  to  be  commisstoners,  and,  in. case  of  the 
death  or  resignation  of  any  of  them,  to  appoint  other 
and  like  persons  in  their  place,  who  shall  have  power 
to  employ  such  able  surveyors,  chainbearers,  and  other 
assistsnts,  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  they 
shall  proceed  carefully  to  view  and  examine  the  ronle 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Cansl,  as  already 
laid  out,  together  with  the  adjacent  country ;  and, 
also,  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  tide 
waters  of  the  river  Delaware  to  the  tide  waters  of  the 
Raritan  river,  in  the  StaU  of  New  Jarooy ;  and^  npos 
such  view  and  czaniaation,  to  detannine  whether  said 
canals^  SB^pectively^  be  laid  oat  in  sneh  piaeea  in  wmk 
maaaer  as  will  best  aromote  the  general  inteaesli  sf 
this  United  States,  and  whethar  the  aamo  ooght  Is  be 
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Tuied  or  alleted  in  may  naped,  Mther  in  regard  to 
the  TOQte»  plan*  or  dimeneiona  of  the  canals;  and  alao 
to  eetimate  the  ezpenee  of  making  and  finishing  said 
canals.  And  the  said  commissionen  shall  cause  to  be 
made  accurate  plans  of  said  canals,  and  make  report, 
in  writing,  of  their  proceedings  and  opinions,  with  an 
eatimate  of  the  expense  of  making  ana  completing  said 
canals,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  by 
him  communicated  to  Congress. 

8xc.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  com- 
misBioaers,  surreyors,  chainbearers,  and  other  neces- 
sary assistants,  to  be  appointed  in  puisuance  of  this 
act,  shall  severally  take  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  faith- 
fully and  diligently  to  perfonn  tiiair  reepeettve  duties, 
and  shall  receivay  in  full  compensation  for  thetr  aer- 
Tioes  and  expeneee,  each  eomnusnoner  — —  dollais, 
each  Bwegror  •— ^  dollais,  and  ead\  other  necessary 
assistant  -— ■»  dollars,  for  each  day  in  which  they 
shall  be  necessarily  emnloyed  in  the  service  aforesaid : 
Provided  ahoaut^  ana  it  ii  hereby  further  enacted 
and  dedaredf  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or 
that  shall  be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed 
or  construed  to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of 
making,  the  roads  and  canals  hereby  authorixed  to  be 
examined  or  laid  out,  nor  of  any  of  them,  nor  of- any 
part  of  any  of  them. 

8xc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That— ^  thou- 
sand dollais  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  defray 
the  expense  of  laying  out  the  roads  and  canals  afbre- 
eaid. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York^  offered  some  remarks 
in  support  of  the  utility  of  the  objects  embnused 
by  the  bill,  ks  general  expediency,  dbc.,  and  aitber 
some  discussion  rather  on  thecfoestion  of  connect- 
ing in  one  hdl  the  different  omecu  it  embraces — 

IHr.  Ona  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  theb^  be  indefinitely  postponed ;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  &e  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

Txjks — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Burrill,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King^of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Macon,  Mellon,  Morril,  Otie,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Smith,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  WilUamsof  Tennessee— 19. 

NjkTs — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Hovaey, 
Hunter,  Johnaon  of  Kantuoky,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  NoUe,  Parrott,  Robetlsy  Rnggles, 
Sanfcrd,  Btdtea,Teylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Van  Pyke, 
Williama  of  Misaisrippi,  and  Wilson— SI. 


And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  21. 

Mr.  HoRSfiT  presented  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria,  against  any  innovation  in  the 
judicial  system  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  re^ef  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States'  jumy,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  hiU  to  limit  the  term  of  oflke  to  certain 
officers  therein  mentionedi  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

A  mesMge-  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
mode  of  discinline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  hare  also  passed 
the  bill  which  ori^nated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^^An  act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for 
other  purposes,"^ with  amendments,  in  wnich  they 
reouest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments, and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  DiOKfiasoN,  they 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  confirm- 
ing the  jMooeedin^ps  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Cahokia,  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying 
out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  village,  it 
having  been  previously  read  a  third  time ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  giving  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  a  compact  concluued  between  the 
States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  boundary  linp,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  pREsinsMT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  John 
M.  Chapron  and  others,  French  emigrants,  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  the  vine  and  olive  in  Alabiama, 
adverse  to  any  relaxation  of  the  act  authorizing 
the  ffiants  to  them. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  IhU  to  appropriate  a  room 
or  rooms  in  the  custom-house  now  erectiitf  at  New 
Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana ,  and  having 
been  amended  and  reported  to  the  Senate,  some 
debate  took  place  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which 
its  expediency  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and 
was  supported  hy  Mr.  Bbown  ;  after  whvfin  the 
bill  Mras  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
McNair,  and  the  bill  from  the  other  House,  (or  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Araden,  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  paised,  and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands^  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
vive the  power  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertain- 
ing and  settling  land  claims,  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, at  Green  Bay,  and  at  Prairie  des  Chiens; 
which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth  (for 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  army  paymaster) 
was  taken  uo,  and,  after  some  discussion  of  the 
case,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readings  by 
yeas  and  nays,  23  to  10. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon  was 
taken  up,  and  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  BARBt>nR 
on  the  propriety  of  a  i^neral  provisimi  for  such 
cases,  as  proposed  by  his  resolutions,  the  hill  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 

Tna  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
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House,  ^  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
tablishment  and  res;ulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Nayy  Departments,"  respecting  transfers  of 
appropriations,  and  cwrrying  surplusses  of  appro- 
priations to  the  sinking  fund. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  and  the  circumstances 
which  rendered  h  expedient,  were  explained  to  the 
Senate,  by  Mf*.  Sanford,  consideraoly  in  detail ; 
after  which,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time ;  as  was  also  the  bill  from  the  other  House, 
for  the  relief  of  John  Steele. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Jacques  Villere,  for  certain 
losses  sustamed  by  the  operations  of  the  American 
Army  near  New  Orleans^  in  1814 — 1815. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  supported  the  justice  of  the  claim  to  indemnity ; 
stating  that,  besides  these  losses,  which  were  or  a 
character  always  indemnified  by  Government,  Gov- 
ernor Villere  had  sustained  other  losses,  at  the  same 
juncture,  of  perhaps  9100,000,  for  which  he  set  up 
no  claim.  &c.  The  motion  was  not  finally  de- 
cided to-day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  trannmitting,  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Ministers  or  agents  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Ministers  or  Government  of  Sweden,  relative  to 
the  seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation,  of  the 
ships  or  other  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  authority  of  Sweden. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OCEAN  BMEAM8H1P  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Leake  observed  that  he  had  voted  with  the 
majority  yesterday  on  a  question  which  had  re- 
jected the  bill  to  grant  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New  York.  At 
the  time  that  question  was  taken,  there  was  a  bare 
quorum  of  the  Senate^  and  the  bill  had  been  lost 
by  bul  one  vote ;  desirmg  to  give  the  bill  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  decided  by  a  fair  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  as  well  as  because  he  was  not 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  vote  of  yesterday,  he 
moved  the  reconsideration  thereof.  This  motion 
was  agreed  to — ayes  23 — and  then  the  question  re- 
curred on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engi^o^sed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill ;  in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Pahrott,  Wilson,  Dana,  and  Morril,  for  va- 
rious reasons — on  account  of  its  conferring  exclu- 
sive privileges  on  a  particular  company ;  of  not 
confining  the  company  to  American  citizens  ah>ne; 
of  its  interference  witn  the  coasting  navigation  of 
the  country,  which  ought  to  be  encouraged,  as  the 
nursery  of  seamen,  &c.  The  bill  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Sanford.  Kino  of  New 
York,  and  Otis,  on  the  ground  of  tne  great  import- 
ance of  the  experiment  which  it  proposed  to  en- 
courage ;  that,  if  successful,  it  would  never  be  used 
for  the  transportation  of  any  thin^  but  pa^engers 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  compete  With  or  injure  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  country ;  that  the  Kendal 


coals  of  England,  on  the  consumption  of  which  by 
the  steamships  of  the  company  it  was  proposed  to 
allow  a  drawback,  was  the  omy  kind  which  could 
be  used  without  injury  to  the  metal  apparatus  of 
the  ships,  dbc.  This  last  feature  however,  Mr. 
Otis  moved  to  strike  out;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to — ayes  19,  noes  12 ;  and  the  bill,  thus  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time- 
ayes  20. 


Monday,  April  24. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Reptesentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  »le  of 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  knd  dis- 
trict of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohiof'  and,  also, 
a  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certain  copies  ol 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution;  in  which  bill  and  resolution  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  oiU,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certain 
copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution,  was  read  the  second, 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  in  addition  to 
the  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Executive  Departments,  and  for  the  relief  of  John 
Steele,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  it  was  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the 
session,  by  the  castine  vote  of  the  gentleman  in  the 
Chair,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama;)  and  the  bill  was 
of  course  rejected. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Dougherty,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  George  Harpole  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  ascertaining  and  decidin?  on  claims  to 
land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  tor  settling  the 
claims  to  land  at  Green  Bay^  and  Prairie  des 
Chiens,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  a  room  or  rooms  in  the 
custom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
Statei,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean 
Steamship  Company,  of  New  York,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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bill  regnlatiBg  the  pay  of  Surgeons  in  the  Naval 
Service  of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postnoned  until  to-morrow. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  or  Richard  Smyth  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HEIR8  OF  £.  dc  W.  WINTER. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and 
William  Winter  to  file  a  {letition  of  right  against 
the  United  States  was  again  taken  up. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  instructions  so  to 
modify  it  as  to  provide  for  taking  testimony  and 
obtaining  evidence  in  relation  to  the  said  daun, 
as  well  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  as  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress* 

The  motion  vras  opposed  and  the  bill  supported 
by  Messrs.  Jobnbon,  of  Louisiana,  and  Dana, 
and  supported  by  Messrs.  Morril  and  Walkbr, 
of  Gieorgia ;  the  last  of  whom  was  averse  to  the 
biU  itself:       . 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to-««yes  19,  noes 
15,  and  the  bill  was  reconunitted  accordingly. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  HoRRBT.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  alter  and 
extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  substitute  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
biU: 

**Thst  the  charters  of  the* several  iacorporsted 
banks,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  now  paying  specie 
wbich  shall  expire  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
1822,  bo,  and  the  samo  are  hereby,  extended  to  that 
time,  any  thing  in  the  said  charters  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Provided,  That  this  act  shall  be  of 
no  force  or  effect  till  a  majority  in  interest  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  soTeral  banks  whose  charters  may 
be  hereby  extended,  shall  file  their  declarations,  in 
writing,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
assenting  to,  and  accepting  the  benefit  of,  this  set.'' 

The  report  and  amendment  were  read,  and 
made  the  order  for  Wednesday  next.  The  report 
is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  ibr  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  to  whom 
was  referrod  llie  bill  firom  thoHoase  of  Representatives, 
entitled  **An  act  concerning  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes,"  respeetiully 
submit  the  following  report : 

Without  noticing  many  of  the  modifications  and 
conditions  of  the  bill,  most  of  which  the  committee 
approve,  they  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  iU  principal  provisions.  These  are  two : 
First,  an  extension  for  five  jrears,  of  all  the  charters  of 
the  several  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, wbich  now  pay,  on  demand,  their  notes  in 
specie ;  secondly,  a  plan  of  consolidation  for  reducing 
the  number  of  banks  to  two  in  each  town. 

As  to  the  first,  the  committee  donbt  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  existing  charters  for  so  long  a  period 
as  five  years,  oonceiving,  as  they  do,  a  more  immediate 
redaction  of  the  number  of  banks  in  the  District,  and, 
coasequenily,  of  their  expenses,  to  be  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  ss  well  as  of 
the  public* 


A  reason,  however,  ef  more  decisive  influence  wttk 
the  committee,  is,  that  it  does  not  appear  the  prtsent 
applications  for  an  extension  of  die  several  charters, 
proceeded  from  tho  stockholders,  or  by  virtue  of  any 
direction  or  authority  fit>m  them,  no  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  having  been  called,  or  other  proper 
steps  taken,  to  obtain  an  expression  of  their  sense  re- 
specting the  messure  proposed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
applications  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  several 
presidents  ana  directors,  without  their  pretending  to 
have  received  any  such  directions  or  authority  from 
the  stockholders.  The  committee  do  not  consider  it 
altogether  correct  legiilation  to  countenance  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  right  on  the  part  of  directors.  But  the 
bill  goes  farther :  it  not  only  admits  the  directors  thus 
to  apply  for  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charters,  but  also 
to  sssent  to  and  accept  such  renewals,  with  all  the 
modifications,  restrictions,  and  conditions;  which  may 
be  imposed.  This  is  conforring  on  the  directors  thie 
right  to  exercise  a  power,  of  all  others  the  inoet  import- 
ant to  the  stockholders,  and  which  it  is  believed  to  be 
their  peculiar  right  to  exercise.  ^ 

Concerning  the  provision  which  relates  to  consoli- 
dation in  other  banks,  desirous  ss  the  committee  are 
to  see  the  number  of  banks  reduced,  they  doubt  whe- 
ther the  present  plan  would  be  attended  with  entire 
sQccess. 

A  due  regard  does  not  appear  to  have  been  paid  to 
tho  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  the 
committee  fear  that  the  provisions  of  the  biU  are  rather 
too  coercive  for  a  plan,  the  success  of  which  must  so 
materially  depend  on  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  of 
amicable  arrangement  among  the  stockholders  of  the 
severil  banks ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  atockholders  have 
but  small  inducements  to  wish  an  extension  of  their 
charters. 

The  committee  deem  it  their  duty  fiirtber  to  state, 
that  there  appears  to  be  considerable  division  of  opinion 
among  the  directors  of  the  several  banks  respecting  the 
bill.  The  directors  of  the  banks  generally  m  Alexan- 
dria being  in  favor  of  it,  those  of  Washington  some- 
what dividtod,  and  those  in  Georgetown  generally  op- 
posed. 

On  the  whole,  the  committee,  after  giving  to  the 
subject  their  best  reflection,  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  would  probably  bo  more  conducive  to  a 
spirit  of  amicable  arrangement  among  the  several 
banks*  and  the  accomplishment  of  the  important  object 
in  view,  to  do  no  more  for  the  present,  than  to  extend 
the  charters  of  such  of  the  banks  as  expire  before  the 
first  day  of  January,  1822,  to  that  time ;  that  being  the 
period  when  the  charters  of  most  of  the  banks  in  the 
District  expire ;  so  ihni  all  may  expire  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that,  by  the 
next  meeting  of  Congpress,  general  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  will  be  called,  and  their  sense  duly  tsken 
on  this,  or  some  other  plan,  for  reducing  the  number 
of  banks  in  the  Diatrict  more  likely  to  insure  unani- 
mity, and  to  Impart  general  saUsfiiclion. 

DUELLING. 

The  following  lesohitions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
MoRRiL  on  the  12th  instant,  were  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Re»ohfed,  That  the  practice  of  duelling  is  inhuman, 
immoral,  and  censurable. 

ReMhed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  be  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  rolls  of  the 
Anny  and  Navy  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon,  who 
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have  been,  or  benaftcr  imj  be,  dinetly  or 
ougftged  in  a  dod,  or  who  may  kore  beon,  or  horoafiin 
may  b«^  in  any  way  or  manner  accoMary  tberoto. 

Mr.  MoRBiL  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  feel 
myself  compelled  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  which  I  hare 
had  the  honor  to  present.  Nothing  but  an  irre- 
sistible conTiction  of  propriety,  and  solemn  sense 
of  duty  to  my  Grod  and  country^  would  induce  me 
to  ofier  mf  views  on  this  occasion ;  because,  I  am 
not  insensible  of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  re- 
luctance of  many  to  agitate  the  subject.  But, 
when  I  reflect  upon  the  attributes  of  tnat  Divine 
Being  who  has  created  and  sustains  all  worlds  and 
creatures,  on  whom  we  are  denendent,  and  unto 
whom  we  are  under  infinite  cudigations  of  love 
and  obedience,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  refndn. 
•The  obvious  purposes  of  our  existence  as  rational 
beings  are  too  apparent  to  admit  a  doubt. 

For  what  end  were  we  created?  Certainly  not 
to  annoy,  murder^  and  massacre  one  another ;  but 
to  aid  and  assist  one  another,  and,  by  kind  offices 
and  paternal  acts,  to  promote  our  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness.  Mankind  are  created  moral  beinffs, 
with  capacious  powers  and  faculties  of  mind,  oy 
which  they  are  rendered  capable  of  contemplating 
sublime  subjects,  entering  into  connexions,  and 
forminff  important  associations,  by  which  individ- 
ual and  general  happmess  maybeengoyed  and  ex- 
tensively diffused.  These  being  the  powers  and 
abilities  of  the  human  race,  the  idea  of  dependence 
irresistibly  connects  with  tnem  those  of  duty  and 
obligation,  not  only  to  tike  Supreme  Parent  of  the 
Universe^  hut  the  several  members  of  the  great 
family  olman,  of  which  we  are  component  parts. 
These  are  imiaiitable  in  their  nature  and  eternal 
in  their  duration,  and  cannot  be  cancelled  by  pride, 
ambition,  nor  caprice. 

These  being  my  views,  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
pardon  me  for  again  introducing  the  subject — un- 
ideasant  in  itaeif,  and  unpleasant  in  its  conse- 
quences. It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  some  one  or 
two  years  ago,  I  had  the  honor  to  oner  a  resolu- 
tion not  materiallv  different  from  that  on  your 
table,  which  rose  from  an  event  similar  to  that 
whicn  has  given  rbe  to  the  resolutions  now  before 
the  Senate.  With  an  accommodating  disposition 
on  mv  part,  I  consented  to  vary  that  reoolntion  to 
suit  tne  views  of  honorable  gentlemen ;  but,  beuo^ 
committed,  it  unexpectedly  passed  off  withmit  par- 
tioidar  ooBoideration. 

Dudotfr  the  last  se^ion  of  Congress,  at  the  door 
of  your  Uapitol,  another  event  of  the  kind  oocihf- 
rad,  thouj^h  not  precisely  of  the  same  magaitnde : 
some  of  inferior  grade,  naving  caught  the  fire  of 
honor,  must  resort  to  the  devoted  ground,  and  there 
settle  the  great  question  of  private  controversy  by 
aiBgle  combat,  which,  fortunaitdy,  from  agitation 
or  want  of  skill,  terminated  gloriously,  without 
wound  or  bloodshed. 

But,  Mr.  President,  at  this  time  something  more 
serious  has  attracted  our  attention  and  excited  our 
MlnigB.  The  recent  duel  between  Conamodore 
Deontur  and  Conunodoie  Barton  is  the  only  apol- 
ogy I  offer  for  again  iotrodneing  this  subject. 


The  sentiments  whkch  I  etttertain  ajre  ex|mjaul 
in  the  resolutions  before  you,  and  their  coimexioa 
will  induce  me,  as  I  proceed,  to  apply  my  remarks 
to  them  both.  That  the  first  resonitioft  contains 
abstract  propositions  I  admit,  and  needs  but  little 
illustration ;  but  they  are  no  less  true  and  impor- 
tant in  themsdves,  and  their  bearings  upon  indi- 
viduals and  community. 

Hnmanitv  is  an  exercise  of  tendenwsa,  benevo- 
lence, and  Kindness,  toward  our  leibw  creatures, 
by  wnich  their  wnnts  are  relieved)  their  persons 
proteeled,  and  their  prosperity  promated. 

The  exercise  of  these  is  essential  to  that  degree 
of  fdicity  for  which  we  are  completdy  competent 
in  this  life,  and  which  is  our  ditty,  and  ought  lo 
be  our  object,  to  attain.  These,  I  preanae,  are 
principles  which  no  conlemplative  nund  will  deny. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  act  by  whieh  the 
life,  periiaps  th^  most  useful  tiie.  is  wantonly  taken 
by  a  fellow-citizen  ?  The  tender  feelings  of  die 
human  kind  many  times  recoil  to  see  the  tremors 
of  an  expiring  brute,  but  what  must  be  their  sensa- 
tions to  iM^ouL  the  agonies  of  death  upon  one  of 
Heaven's  fairest  sons,  stnuglinff  under  the  pains 
of  dissolution  occasioned  by  the  fatal  act  of  a 
brother  of  the  same  family?  Callous,  indeed, 
must  be  the  heart,  and  indifierent  those  feelfiD||s, 
whieh  do  not  burst  forth  in  aUiorrenee  and  indig- 
nation. 

Reason,  the  handmaid  of  the  best  faculties  of 
the  polished  and  improved  mind,TeToha  atlhkact 
of  violence ;  she  retires  from  the  scene,  laments 
the  depravity  of  the  human  nee,  and  desires  to 
cast  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  barbaroos  acts 
of  ddndedman. 

Conacience,  that  judieioos  inquisitor,  environed 
in  the  breast  of  our  species,  unreserveAy  pro- 
nounces guilt,  with  all  its  concomitant  conse- 
quences. No  weU-infbrmed  faculty  of  the  human 
mind,  unbiassed  by  prepossession,  w3I  vcrfunteer 
its  aid  to  sustain  the  mde  deed  of  violence. 

Its  only  support,  then,  is  found  in  fallacious  ar- 
guments, arising  from  misconceived  opinions  of 
human  honor. 

'  But,  sir,  it  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  your  army 
and  navy.  If  it  be  no  crime,  not  improper,  why 
ha^  ^on  laws  against  it,  and  recnlations  to  pre- 
vent It  1  Is  it  not  repugnant  to  the  nniTeraal  voice 
of  coDununitv?  Does  not  the  nation  speak  one 
langua^  on  mis  subject  ?  The  country  prodakns 
a  law  irresistible  in  this  case.  Where  can  you 
find  a  sentence  on  the  practice,  in  any  of  your  pe- 
riodical publications,  which  does  not,  directly  or 
indirectlv,  pronounce  a 'censure  on  the  crime? 
Some  of'^  the  States,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an 
evil  so  unjustifiable,  have  passed  laws  weU  calcu- 
lated to  suppress  it.  Among  these  is  the  State  of 
Virginia:  andL  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  BAanouB^  whom  I  now  have  in  mv 
eye,  was  that  bill  introduced— an  act  which  1  shau 
ever  revere^  and  which,  I  hope,  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  his  State  nor  has  coimtry« 

Let  the  opinion  of  the  Senate^  then,  be  nsanattd 
in  accordance  with  that  of  theccviiixed  worn,  and 
therebyaid  the  canse  of  humanity  and  rfllbnnatian. 

The  immutable  principles  of  moraiitf 
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the  praetke.  Krerj  pernicious  indulgenoe,  whkh 
tends  to  corrupt  society,  weakens  that  commttnity, 
and  enervates  the  Gorerament.  This  Gk>yem- 
ment,  more  than  Bxty  other,  needs  the  cement  of 
those  great  moral  pmeinles  which  connects  indi- 
vidual, and  unites  and  oinds  in  one  solid  fhhric 
the  grekt  |ioUtical  body.  Knowledge  and  virtne 
form  the  grand  basis  on  which  a  prosperous  repub- 
lic is  erected,  and  the  only  ground  on  which  its 
perpetuity  can  be  Justly  anticipated ;  and,  in  the 
same  prcmortion,  ii  these  are  disre^rded  and  ne- 
glected, th&body  politic  is  contanunated,  its  vigor 
reduced,  and  its  existence  endangered. 

But  this  practice  demoralizes  society,  as  it  ob- 
scures human  reason,  darkens  the  understanding, 
stupifies  the  conscience,  and  sets  at  defiance  the 
laws  of  Grod  and  man.  It  undervalues  human 
life,  and,  by  its  demoralizing  consequences,  pre- 
pares the  way  for  the  commission  of  mimler,  as- 
sassination, and  that  train  of  evils  which  is  the 
natural  result  of  the  worst  passions,  nourished  by 
pernicious  sentiments  and  habits. 

Permit  me  to  hrixtf  to  your  view  a  remark  made 
respecjting  the  assassmation  of  the  Duke  de  Bern. 
^^Ovr  readers  will  agree  in  opinion  with  the  Count 

*  de  Labourdonnaye,  that  tne  atrocious  crime  is 

*  clearly  to  be  traced  to  those  liberal  writings, 

*  which,  in  France  and  England,  have  aimed  at 

*  the  extinction  of  all  just  and  moral  fedings." 

What  better  can  be  expected  from  those  who 
pursue  a  course  in  direct  violation  both  of  divine 
and  human  laws?  .  "Thou  shah  not  kill,"  is  a 
divine  command^  and  "Whoso  sheddeth  man's* 
Uood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed."  ' 

I  am  not  insensible,  sir,  that  a  disquisition  on 
ethics  may  be  cold,  insipidL  and  unpleasuit ;  but, 
according  to  my  views  of  tne  subject,  I  hope  to  be 
indulged  to  exporess  an  opinion. 

But,  6ir,  I  am  disposea  to  examine  the  subject  in 
another,  and  peihaps  more  acceptable  point  of  light 
I  wish  to  have  the  practice  suppressed,  because 
many  times  the  most  useful  and  valuable  men  are 
sacrificed.  It  ptevails  more  generally  in  the  arm^ 
and  navy,  and  among  men  meh  in  rank  and  esti- 
mation. Their  native  talents  have  been  cherished 
and  expanded  in  the  school  of  their  coun^,  by 
which  thev  are  identified  with  the  property,  pros- 
perity, ana  interest  of  the  nation^ 

The  nation  has  taught  and  employed  them,  by 
which  they  have  aequired  that  knowledce  and 
skiU  whieh  reader  them  respeeted  and  usend.  For 
this  aid,  protection,  and  Imnor,  they  are  indebted 
to  their  conntry ;  and  thia  country  nas  a  claim  to 
their  aerviocs,  to  whom  they  owe  a  dttty  that  can* 
not  b^  cancelled  by  pride  nor  vanity.  The  lif^ 
and  talents  of  a  public  ofi&cer,  thus  situated,  are 
not  at  his  own  disposal— they  are  pledged  to  his 
country. 

These  are  the  man  the  nation  wants— men  of 
tried  courage  iM^d  bravery^>that  confidence  may  be 
ini^ired  in  those  whom,  in  the  hour  of  dander, 
they  may  command;  "a  name  is  often  butanomer 
word  for  victory.''  Are  taleoti  thus  enlarged  and 
imiMrovad  the  property  of  the  natioD ;  b  it  not  the 
hi|^est  duty  of  Uie  nation  to  protect  this  property, 
and  8ee«r&  it  against  invasion?    It  not  the  Gov- 


ernment bound  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an  evil  by 
which  its  best  blood  is  lost,  and  its  most  important 
interests  threatened?  Let  the  practice  continue 
unmolested,  and  it  acquires  countenance,  and  its 
votaries  strength ;  and,  by  imperceptiUe  progress, 
becomes  the  common  law  of  tne  country. 

But  there  is  another  reason  which  ought  to  have 
iafiuence  in  this  case :  The  vilest  characters  may 
destroy  the  best  of  men.  For,  on  the  principles 
assumed,  they  are  no  more  exempt  timn  the  most 
base  of  tne  human  race.  The  false  rules  of  honor 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  usefbl  and  the  brave, 
as  to  him  who  is  w<Mrthless  and  a  mere  nuisance  in 
society.  There  is,  tfae»,  ncitiier  safety  nor  protec- 
tion where  false  principles  predominate^  and  are 
controlled  by  passion,  prejudice,  or  caprice.  Un- 
important things,  under  such  infiuenee,  impd  to 
the  fatal  contest ;  and  even  things  not  true^  by  pel^ 
version  and  misapplicBtion,  are  made  the  occasion 
of  dreadful  eonseq^enees.  This  is  true  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  referred.  Barton  charged 
Decatur  with  using  certain  improper  expressions; 
which,  however,  Decatur  Immediately  diaclatmed ; 
but  they  were  made  the  occasion  of  tneir  unhappy 
meeting.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  mterpositioii 
of  some  effectual  remedy  to  prevent  occurrences  so 
destructive  and  censurable;  otherwise  you  pros- 
trate, at  the  merey  of  the  rudest  passions  which 
can  predominate  in  the  depraved  breast,  the  lives 
of  your  most  valuable  and  usdul  citizens. 

If  my  remarks  are  not  correct,  why  have  you 
laws  and  regulations  on  the  subject  ?  And  if  tkey 
are,  is  it  not  proper  to  interpose  and  make  those 
regulations  efllectual  to  accomplish  their  object? 
"the  safety  the  interest,  and  the  honor  of  the  coun- 
try rei|ttire  the  adoption  of  a  course  which  shall 
bring  mto  contempt  the  practice  of  duciling.  "For, 
as  a  fool  dieth,  so  they  oie." 

It  may  be  said  it  is  not  necessary^  because  the 
President  has  power  already  to  strike  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army  and  navy  such  ofiTenders  as  he  may 
think  proper.  Admit  ^  fact;  but -we  are  taught 
fimm  expwienee  that  this  does  not  render  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  subject  unimportant. 
We  are  too  weU  acquainted  with  human  nature, 
and  the  frailty  of  man,  to  believe  any  one  vrili 
ti^e  a  responsibility  upon  himself  tiiat  he  can  aos- 
sihly  avoid.  Merely  from  this  cireumstance,  tnen, 
there  is  no  reason  to  calculate  upon  any  important 
reform.  The  connexion  subsisting  between  the 
commaader-tn-chief  and  the  sobonliaate  officers, 
is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  a  probabiiity  of 
a  radical  amendment 

Resolutions  on  the  subject  present  to  the  world 
our  views  of  the  practice,  at  the  same  time  they 
tend  to  sustain  the  President  in  any  course  he  may 
bedifl]Dosed  to  pursue.  This,  by  dividinff  the  re- 
sponsibility, relieves  the  commandei^in-chief  of  a 
burden,  wnioh  he  must  otherwise  todore,  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  a  duty  that  he  owes  to  him- 
self and  his  country. 

This  object  cannot  be  efieeted  by  punishment. 
It  is  a  vain  thing  to  thmk  about  shooting  or  hang- 
ing persons  for  this  offence,  (more  especially  if 
UQver  performed ;)  death,  in  any  of  its  most  hideous 
forms,  is  altogether  insufficient  to  deter  him  who 
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can  be  impelled,  under  any  circumstances,  to  pre- 
sent himself  a  mark  in  single  combat.  No,  sir,  the 
practice  must  be  rendered  disgraceful;  this,  and 
this  alone,  will  be  sufficient  to  preponderate  against 
the  fallacious  arguments  ana  aosurd  notions  of 
false  honor. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  have  an  additional  induce- 
ment to  revive  this  subject  at  this  time.  Decatur 
is  sacrificed — ^he  is  gone !  And  lamentable  to  re- 
late, he  has  fallen  a  martyr  at  the  shrine  of  false 
honor ;  a  victim  to  principles  founded  on  mistaken 
notions  of  true  greatness,  of  real  maffnanimity  of 
soul.  Yes.  sir,  he  who,  before  the  wafls  of  Tripoli, 
the  British  Macedonian,  and  in  every  instance 
where  skill  and  courage  could  be  displayed,  main- 
tained the  independence  and  glory  of  the  Ameri- 
can eagle ;  he  who  ranked  among  the  first  sons  of 
Neptune,  high  in  his  c(Hm try's  esteem,  calm  and 
unmovea  in  danger,  collected,  manly^  and  noble 
in  victory,  is  fiillen !  But,  sir,  he  considered  him- 
self bound  by  his  own  rules.  Fatal  error !  "I  do 
'  not  think  that  fighting  duels,  under  any  circum- 
'  stances^  can  raise  the  reputation  of  any  man,  and 
'  have  long  since  discovered  that  it  is  not  even  an 
'  unerring  criterion  of  personal  courage.  I  should 
'  regret  the  necessity  of  fighting  with  any  man ;  but, 

*  in  my  opinion,  the  man  who  makes  arms  his  pro- 
'  fession  isnot  atliberty  to  decline  an  invitation  from 
'  any  person  who  is  not  so  far  degraded  as  to  be 
^  beneath  his  notice.  Having  incautiously  said  i 
'  would  meet  vou,  I  will  not  consider  this  to  be 
'  vour  case,  although  many  think  so ;  and  if  I 
'  had  not  pledged  myself,  I  might  reconsider  the 

*  case."* 

Here  we  see,  with  reluctance  and  regret  he  re- 
paired to  the  fatal  spot,  the  devoted  field  of  aUugh- 
ter ;  being  under  an  imaginary  obligation,  by  the 
incautious  adoption  of  erroneous  principles,  no  af- 
fection to  his  lamily,  no  love  of  country,  nor  at- 
tachment to  life,  with  all  its  enjpyments,  was 
sufficient  to  outweigh  his  preconceived  opinions : 
''I  am  bound  by  my  own  rules,  to  them  I  must  sub- 
mit." "  In  my  opinion,  the  man  who  maktt  arms 
'  his  profession  is  not  at  liberty  to  decline  an  invi- 
'  tation  from  any  person  who  is  not  so  far  degraded 
'  as  to  be  beneath  his  notice."^ 

Decatur  is  no  more — ^he  sleeps  in  silence !  His 
trophies  fade  with  his  countenance,  and  wither  in 
his  death!  He  is  borne  to  the  tomb,  the  asylum 
of  the  dead !  The  navy  and  the  country  sustain  a 
loss  which  possibly  might  have  been  avoided,  if 
such  •  measures  had  bc«n  seasonably  adopted  as 
were  within  the  power  of  the  Government 

For  a  moment  reflect  on  the  consequences.  See 
the  rolling  tears  and  heart-rending  grief  of  a  bosom 
companion !  Imagine  the  distress  of  a  disconsolate 
famuy!  Behold  the  crowd  of  weeping  connexions, 
mourning  around  the  pale,  the  lifdess  corpse  i 

Is  this  all  ?  See  a  weeping  country !  Behold  the 
footsteps  of  thousands,  watered  with  tears,  march- 
ing to  the  receptacle  of  the  dead !  See  your  ships 
clad  in  mourmnf,  and  their  officers  with  the  badges 
of  lamentation  r  All  this,  and  more  than  this, 
growing  out  of  an  event  repugnant  to  all  moral 

*  Dacstar'fl  letter  to  Bsrronl 


feeling,  and  censured  by  every  reflecting  mind  act- 
ing in  its  individual  capacity. 

Sir,  shall  we  be  silent,  and  not  attempt  to  arrest 
the  prepress  of  an  evil  thus  destructive;  an  act 
which  lastens  reproach  upon  survivors,  and  a  stig- 
ma on  posterity  ?  Will  you  stand  an  indifierent 
spectator,  and  see  your  officers  swept  from  your 
army  and  navy  in  this  ruthless  manner,  and  not 
say  to  the  devouring  despot,  "  Thou  shalt  go  no 
further  ?" 

Sir^  let  a  man  believe  duelling  justifiable  on  any 
principle,  or  under  any  circumstances,  and  no  mil- 
itary glory,  no  lustre  of  character,  no  ardor  of 
friendsnip,  no  conjugal  afiection,  no  attachment  to 
life,  no  love  of  country,  and  desire  to  promote  its 
honor  and  prosperity,  will  shield  him  (rom  the 
deadly  combat 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  believing,  in  regard  to  the 
first  resolution,  that  it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  be 
arguing  abstract  propositions;  that  in  regard  to 
the  second,  the  President  already  had  the  power 
vested  in  him  by  law  to  do  what  was  proposed; 
and  that  if  he  had  neglected  to  execute  the  law, 
and  it  was  intended  to,  take  any  step  in  relation  to 
it,  he  ought  to  be  approached  m  a  difierent  way. 

The  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division,  and 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
accordingly. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners for  laying  out  a  road  from  Wheeling  to 
the  Mississippi,  by  the  seats  of  Government  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  ( being  ii  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road,)  and  for  surveying  and  mark- 
ing out  the  course  of  certain  canals  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays,  and  the  Raritan, 
&c,,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Otis,  with  the  view  of  avoiding  all  dif- 
ficulty whicA  might  srow  out  of  a  difoence  of 
opinion  between  the  Legislature  and  the  Execu- 
tive, as  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  providing 
for  these  improvements,  by  leaving  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  reUtes  to  the  road  itself^  which  object 
had  been  authorized  by  the  compact  with  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  since  recognised 
by  acts  of  Congress;  and  to  separate  two  objects 
which  involve  verv  difierent  considerations,  thoosh 
not  in  his  mind,  wc.,  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  that  section  thereof 
which  relates  to  the  canals;  which  object,  he  said, 
coiild  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  proposi- 
tion, and  the  provision  for  the  road  be  permitted 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  DicKEBsoN  opposed,  the  motion,  and  sup- 
ported the  Constitutional  power,  as  vrm  as  great 
expediency,  and  the  small  expense  requisite»  for 
making  the  si^veys  directed  by  the  bill  lor  canals. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Noblb  and 
by  Mr.  R.  Km o—the  former  fearias  that  the  con- 
nexion of  the  two  subjects  in  one  bill  might  retard, 
if  not  defeat,  the  part  concerning  the  road ;  and 
the  latttt,  on  the  ^und  that  as  the  two  subjects 
involved  in  the  mmds  of  some  difierent  consider- 
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ations,  they  had  better  be  separated,  and  a  bill 
reported  for  each  object  by  itself. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  recommitting 
the  bill,  and  agreed  to — ayes  27 ;  and  that  part  of 
the  motion  to  mstniet  the  committee  to  strike  out 
the  section  was  neg^atired — Clearing  the  committee 
to  report  as  they  might  think  proper. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  ACT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  sup- 
plementary to  the  Revolutionary  pension  act  of 
March  18, 1818 — the  following  amendment,  report- 
ed bj  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  bein^  under 
consideration,  viz :  ^  That  no  person  shall  receive 
any  pension  under  this  act  who  shall  derive  from 
the  United  States,  as  a  salary  for  services,  or  as 
perquisites  of  .any  office, dollars  per  annum." 

After  some  conversation  on  the  expediency  of 
this  amendment,  it  was  agreed  to ;  when 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  on  the  ground  that  the  provis- 
ion of  the  bill  wnich  requires  each  pensioner  to 
furnish  a  schedule  of  his  propertv,  and  directs  an 
entire  review  and  revision  of  tne  justice  of  the 
cases  now  enrolled  on  the  pension  list,  amounting 
to  seventeen  or  eighteen  thousand,  would  be  unrea- 
sonable and  hard  on  the  great  mass  of  them  who, 
it  should  be  presumed,  were  rightfully  placed  there, 
and  received  the  benefits  of  the  act:  the  great 
labor  it  would  uselessly  throw  upon  the  Grovern- 
ment  and  the  judges,  as  well  as  the  great  delay  and 
the  expense  to  the  applicants,  dbc,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  authorize  the 
inquiry  and  teyision  in  tnose  cases  only  where 
cause  therefor  should  appear  sufficient  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  eon- 
tinued^  witQout  terminating,  till  after  four  o'clock; 
in  which  the  motives,  the  policy,  &c.,  of  the  act  of 
March,  1818,  as  well  as  the  right  and  expedienqy 
of  repealing  or  modifying  it,  were  all  widelv  dis-, 
cussed.  The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Van  Dyke,  Wiuson,  Mellen,  Buhrill^Otis, 
and  Dana  ;  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Walk- 
er of  Gi^ma,  Eaton,  Roberts,  Barbour,  and 
Smith.  The  question  was  not  taken  before  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  25. 

Mr.  S  ANFORD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  WAS  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
extending  the  time  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold 
for  direct  taxes  in  certain  cases;"  the  biU^  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall ;''  «nd 
also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of 
Martha  Flood,"  reported  the  same,  respectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  MsLLCN  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instmcted  to  inquire  what  measures  it  may 
be  expedient  for  Congress  to  adc^t  respecting  the  im- 

Snrtation  of  plaster  of  Paris  from  the  province  of  New 
runswtck,  in  ooneeqaenee  of  a  duty  lately  imposed 
by  its  Legielatare  on  the  exportation  of  that  article  ihia 
^  certain  parts  of  said  pvofinee. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  PensionaL  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Dougnerty ;  and 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  lay  out  the  xoaa  and  canals  therein  men- 
tioned, reported  the  same  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

He  further  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  an- 
pointment  of  commissioners  to  examine  the  canals 
therein  mentioned;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also 
to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracjr :  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Matthew  Lyon ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  i>resented  the  peti- 
tion of  Nicholas  Boilevin,  praying  remuneration 
for  property  destroyed  dunng  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  by  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  peti** 
tion ;  and,  also,  the  petition  of  J(^n  Clemore,  of 
John  Rimoe,  and  of  John  Cardinal,  pra3ring  com- 
pensation for  lost  horses ;  and  the  petitions  were 
severally  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Conunittee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Senate  preceding  ^e  year  1814,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  ACT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  (Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,) 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  Revolutionary  pensim 
act  of  1818— Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment  to  con- 
fine the  revision  of  pensions,  the  examination  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  pensioners,  dbc.,  to  spe- 
cial cases,  concerning  which  the-  Secretary  of 
War  shall  entertain  doubts,  or  such  as  he  may 
deem  there  is  sufficient  cause  to  justify  an  in- 
quiry into,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Tne  delMte  was  resumed  on  the  merits  of  die 
aol  of  1818,  as  well  as  on  the  amendment,  and 
continued  some  time,  chiefly  by  Mr.  Otis  for  the 
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amendmeiitj  and  Mr.  Smith  against  it.  The 
question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

TxAt— Mecsrs.  Barrilly  Dsna,  Edwards,  Hnnt^r, 
Johnson  of  Kentacky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Melleo,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Patrott,  Haggles, 
Sanford,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson — 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliot, 
Oailiard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Loaisiaiaa*  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Logan,  Maoon,  Noble,  Pleasants,  Rob- 
erts, Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  Williams  of  Tennessee-— 33. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following  proviso,  the  words  thereof 
in  italics  being  added  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mbl- 
len: 

And  provided,  ako,  That  \n  all  cases  in  which  any 
pensioner,  and  two  or  more  credible  and  disinterested 
oitisens,  not  relatives^  whose  oredibili^  shall  bo  ooftt- 
fied  by  the  court,  or  some  judge  or  jifstioe  thereof  be* 
ibse  whom  such  testimony  may  be  taken,  wiU  give 
afidaiit  that  they  are  wdl  aoquainlsd  with  the  eir« 
snmstanoss- of  said  pensioner,  and  that4hfly  folly  be* 
iisvo  the  whole  value  of  ail  his  real  and  pwsonsi  es- 
tate, exclosive  of  debts,  has  not  at  any  time  aiooe  the 
18th  March,  1818,  exceeded  the  sum  of  — -  dollars, 
shall,  on  transmitting  said  affidavit,  so  certified,  to  the 
Department  of  War,  at  any  time  within  eix  monthe 
from  the  pauing  ofthie  act,  be  exempted  from  com- 
pljing  with  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section* 

Thid  amendment  likewise  produced  a  good  deal 
of  debate  in  which  it  was  ^voeated  by  Messrs. 

MORRIL,  MbLLBN,  BuRRILL,  OTIB,andVANDTKE, 

and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Robbrtb, 
and  Macon  ;  and  the  amendment  was  finally  re- 
jected bv  a  considerable  majority. 

Mr.  HcoaLBB  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instractions  to  reduce  the  amount  of  pension  now 
allowed  by  law,  deeming  thk  course  preferable  to 
the  bill^  it  stood ;  but  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr*  WtLBON  then  moved  ^e  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill ;  which  motion  was  ncaatived 
by  yeas  and  nay^^yeas  18,  nays  23,  as  foltows : 

YxAS-^Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentveky,  King  of  New  Toik,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mellon,  Morril,  Otis,  PalmenParrott,  Boggles, 
aanfofd,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 18. 

NATs-^Messn.  Barbour,  Brown,  Baton,  Edwards, 
Bllmt,  GaiUard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  PleasMits,  Robstl% 
Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  MissiMippi, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 23« 

Various  projxisitions  to  amend  the  bill  were 
made,  in  the  discussion  of  which  the  merits  aiul 
demerits  of  the  act  of  1818  oontinued  to  enter 
hurgel5r  into  view,  as  well  as  the  merits  of  the  mo* 
tions  immediately  under  consideration.  Messrs. 
TicBonvoR,  RuGOLBB,  and  King,  of  New  York,  in 
addition  to  the  gentlonen  namect  above,  particijpa* 
ted  in  these  dis^issioiis.  All  attemnts  to  modify 
the  bill  in  any  manner  having  fraed — mai^  of 
those  who  opposed  the  amoadment  doinff  so  from 
a  fear  of  ^angering  the  bill-M.the  WX  was«at 
length  reported  to  the  Senate. 


Mr.  BoRRiLL  then  moved  an  amendment  (offncd 
by  Mr.  Mellen  in  Committee  of  the  Wholi^  bat 
negatived  there  by  the  casting  vote  of  tbe  cnair- 
man,)  which  was,  with  ''  his  necessary  clothing 
and  bedding,"  the  articles  allo^wed  to  be  exeqym 
in  the  sehecrak  to  be  furnished  by  the  peonioner  of 
his  property,  to  inclnde  in  this  exception  also  his 
«  housdM>la  fumituie." 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17,  as  follows : 

¥bj.s — Messrs.  Bnrrill,  Dana^  Dickenon,  Hnnter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  Teifc,  T^w»»fi, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  MorrU,  Otis,  Parrott,  RaggleB,  8an* 
ford,  Tichenor,  Tiimble,  and  Wilson — 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  I^e, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Willmms 
of  Mississippi — 2S. 

The  Senate  then  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
which  had  been  reported  to  the  biH  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pensions,  and  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  exclude  from  the  benefits  of  the  act 
every  person  receiving  any  salary  or  perquisites  of 
office,  either  from  the  Umted  States  or  any  indi- 
vidual State. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  tune,  (exactly  in  the  diape 
in  which  it  came  from  the  other  Honse,^  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  foUowmg  yol'^ : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwwda, 
Elliot,  GatUard,  Horsey,  Jdinson  of  Lowsiana,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble^  Plaasanti, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 34. 

Nats— Messrs.  Burrill,  Daua,  Dtckerson,  Hnnter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  Torfc,  Iiaaiaatt, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Parrott,  Uvsgifimt,  San- 
ford, Tichenor,  Van  Dvke,  and  Wilson — 17. 


WEDNBsnAT,  April  26. 

The  pRcaiDEMT  communicated  a  Y^ort  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  atatements 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  paid 
to  each  bank  in  the  District  of  ColumUa,  mnde  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
17th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  rend. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BtmnlLL,  the  Message  &om 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  tmivaaittBig. 
muauaat  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senatk  of  thaSlst  or 
B^tfch  last,  copies  of  the  eoncapoiMiciiee  batswicn 
the  Ministen  or  other  agents  of  the  United  States, 
and  Ministers  or  Gk^vemmtnjt  of  Swefai,  rela- 
tive to  the  seizures,  sequestratioii,  or  confiaoatioa, 
of  the  shine  or  other  nropeitf  of  the  citixeaa  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  amhoitty  of  B^re- 
den,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonsideiacion  of  the 
motkm  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instmcting  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  respecting  the 
importation  of  plaster  of  Paris,  and  agmd  tlMrela. 

The  bili  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 


641 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


642 


Apbil,  1820. 


Baptitt  Omveniion—Diitrict  Banks. 


Senatb. 


missioners  to  examine  the  canals  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean 
Weymouth,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  thepe- 
titioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  i^n  act  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish 
the  crime  of  piracy ;  and,  also,  to  make  turner 
proFision  for  punisning  the  crime  of  piracy,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  t^  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,'  passed  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  March,  1818,''  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  surseons  in  the  Navy. 

Considerable  debate  took  {uace.  on  the  question 
of  agreeing  to  the  sums  inserted  in  the  bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  idso^  on  the  expediency  of 
at  this  time  increasing  the  compensation,  or  the 
equity  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  navy  surgeons 
without  adding  also  to  that  or  army  surgeons,  Uieir 
relative  services,  &c.,  in  whieh  di^ussions  Messrs. 
Plsa8aiit8,Burbill^  Van  Dtke,  Tbimble,Mor- 
Bii^  and  Johnson,  ot  Kentucky,  were  principally 
active. 

The  proceedings  resulted  in  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  bill,  and,  of  course^  its  rejection. 
The  hiUs  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  Regnier^  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones, 
and  for  the  relier  of  Captain  Stantcm  Shoks,  were 
successively  taken  up,  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  severally  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  for  th  e  relief  ol  Christopher  Miller,  grant- 
ing him  a  tract  oi  land  in  consideration  or  a  very 
important  and  eminently  hazardous  service  per- 
formed in  the  Indian  war,  under  General  Wayne, 
who  promised  him,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
ample  recompense  for  his  intrepidity,  but,  though 
reduced  to  poverty,  he  has  not  applied  for  any  re- 
lief until  now ;  and  the  case  is  stron^y  urged  to 
the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  L^slature  of 
Kentucky. 

The  bill  was  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr.  Jobn- 
sojTy  of  Kentucky,  and  by  Mr.  Babboub,  and  af- 
ter some  opposition  by  Messes.  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, £Saton,  LowBiB,  and  Robbbts,  on  the 
ground  of  the  case  not  coming  withia  aily  princi- 
ples od  which  Congress  had  given  pensions  or  do- 
nations, and  of  the  inability  of  the  Government  to 
reward  all  cases  of  meritorious  service,  where  no 
disability  ensued— 
The  nil  was  laid  on  the  table.    . 

BAPTIST  CONVENTION. 

The  Senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  biU  to  incorporate  the  General  Convention  of 
the  Baptist  denomination,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, for  evangelical  and  literary  purposes. 

16th  Com.  1st  Sess 21 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  this 
bill  be  indefinitely  {lostponed,  which  motion  was 
supported  by  himself  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
on  the  ground  of  their  repugnance  to  take  any 
step  whatever  which  ffave  to  a  religious  society 
secular  power,  and  which  might  serve  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  future  acts  of  an  unconstitutional  ten- 
dency ;  of  their  desire  to  act  rigidly  up  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  wise  provision  in  the  Constitution 
which  forbade  Congress  to  make  any  law  concern- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion ;  because  the  in- 
corporation of  one  sect  would  lead  to  applications 
from  others,  and  it  was  best  not  to  set  an  exam- 
ple, dbc. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wilson, 
Dickbbson.  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
ground  of  tne  unexceptionaole  nature  oi  the  bill, 
which  was  merely  to  enable  a  number  of  persons 
of  a  particular  society  to  hold  real  estate — that 
they  were  about  erecting  in  the  District  an  exten- 
sive seminary  of  learning,  and  possessed  a  parcel 
of  ground  intended  for  that  purpose,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  hold  in  a  corporate  character ;  that, 
for  vrant  of  that  character,  they  were  obliged  to 
forego  donations,  Sec;  that  their  object  was  literary, 
and  deserved  encouragement;  and  that  the  bill 
possessed  no  feature,  or  had  any  tendency  at  all 
unconstitutional,  dbc. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  pre- 
vailed without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  rejected. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  Banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  substitute  re- 
ported to  that  bill  by  the  Committee  on  the  District. 
The  bill  from  the  other  House  provides  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  charters,  (including  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  which  derived  its  charter,  without  limi- 
tation, from  the  State  of  Maryland)  for  th^  term 
of  five  years — ^but  if  the  banks  snaU,  in  six  months, 
siniify  their  willingness,  by  consent  of  their  stock- 
holders, to  unite'  their  interest  so  as  to  reduce  the 
number  i^thirteen)  into  two  in  each  of  the  three 
towns  ot  the  District,  then  their  charters  shall  be, 
under  certain  other  conditions,  extended  to  twenty 
years,  dbc.  The  committee  propose  a  substitute  for 
this  bill,  simply  extending  to  January,  1832,  the 
charters  of  such  bank^  as  expire  previously  to  that 
day — ^not,  of  course,  including  tne  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Hobsby  explained  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  ii^uenced  the  committee  to  recommend  the 
course  proposed  by  the  substitute,  which  were  sub- 
stantially aetailed  in  the  report  which  accompanied 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Babboub  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
s6  as  to  include  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia within  the  limitation  imposed  on  the  other 
banks— >[the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  was 
granted  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  this  District, 
and  is  unlimited  in  its  duration.] 

The  motion  was  supported  at  some  length  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Mr.  Bubbill,  who  also  support- 
ed the  bill  from  the  other  House  in  preference  to 
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the  substitute  reported  by  the  committee.  The 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Horsey,  repeatedly, 
uid  at  some  length,  on  the  ground  principally  that 
this  bill  was  a  temporary  measure  only,  and  when 
the  subject  should  be  hereafter  taken  up  for  per- 
manent disposition,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
change  the  tenure  of  this  bank,  and  place  it  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  others. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  an  additional  proviso  to 
the  bill,  in  the  following  words: 

'*And  provided,  aUo,  that  any  stockholder  of  any 
bank  which  may  be  continued  in  operation  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  the  priviiefe  of  with- 
drawing his  or  her  stock  at  any  time  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  existing  charter  of  such  bank." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  HpR- 
BBT  and  Otis,  the  latter  of  whom  entered  also 
into  an  argument  in  support  of  the  substitute  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  from  the  other  House. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. ' 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  some  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  bill  as  it  came 
iirom  the  other  House ;  but.  not  willing  to  act  pre- 
cipitately on  a  subject  involving  so  extensively  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  the  District,  he  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thursday,  April  27. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
ta  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field 
exercise  for  the  militia'  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean  Weymouth, 
prayittff  an  increase  6f  pension ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence tnerewith,  resolved,  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ^consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  Chris- 
topher Miller,  which  was  further  advocated  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  also  by  Messrs. 
LoQAN,  TiCHENOR,  and  Lanman.  The  bill  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  from  an  unwillingness  to 
vote  a  donation  of  the  public  land  in  a  case  which 
might  establish  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  pub- 
lic interest;  and  because  Congress  had  rejected 
i^ppeals  to  their  bounty  in  cases  of  equal  merit, 
mrticularly  that  of  Colonel  Dale,  of  Alabama,  dbc. 
The  debate  continued  some  time,  and  in  its  pro- 
pess  elicited  notices  of  several  of  those  interesting 
mstances  of  personal  bravery  and  hazardous  en- 
terprise with  which  the  history  of  our  frontier 
conflicts  with  the  Indians  so  much  abound. 


The  biil  having  undergone  some  amendment, 
not  affecting  its  principle,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wiluams,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  other  House  to  the  bill 
establishing  additional  land  offices  in  Alabama, 

(proposing  to  establish  additional  offices  also  in 
ndiana  and  Illinois,)  were  read,  ftud  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Regnier,  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding-  Jones,  and  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Stanton  Sholes,  were  sevemlly  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
House. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

•  The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
thj?  bill  from  the  other  House  to  modify  and  ex- 
tend the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  Distnct  of 
Columbia — ^the  substitute  reported  thereto  by  the 
District  Committee  of  the  Senate  beins  yet  under 
consideration.  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Roberts  again  submittied)  more  at  large, 
hia  views  in  support  of  the  bill  of  the  other  House, 
in  preference  to  the  substitute;  bdievin^  that  the 
former  \would  be  beneficial,  the  other  extremely 
hurtful,  to  the  interests  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Otis  took  the  other  side  of  the  questioa, 
and  spoke  at  length,  to  show  some  of  the  novelties, 
if  not  incongruities  of  the  bOl,  which  there  was 
not  time  now  to  examine  and  correct,  or  to  obtain 
the  information  and  give  the  necessary  attention 
to  the  facts  involved  in  a  decision  on  the  details  of 
the  system  presented  by  the  bill.  He  decidedly 
preferred  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  was  averse  to  the  aniendment, 
believing  it  incumbent  on  Congress  now  to  act,  if 
not  by  adopting  the  bill  of  the  other  House,  at 
least  in  some  conclusive  way,  to  save  the  people 
of  the  District  from  the  ruin  which  would  ensue 
from  failing  to  act,  or  comnelling  the  banks  to 
wind  up — as' it  was  impossible,  under  the  present 
difficulties  of  the  times,  and  the  present  scarcity  of 
money,  for  individuals  to -pay  up  thdr  Mafts  to 
the  banks.  He  argued,  also,  tnat  the  Inli  was  not 
so  objectionable  as  was  stated,  and  that  there  was 
abundant  time  to  examine  and  decide  on  it. 

Mr.  HoRSBT  argued  to  show  that  the  phm  pre- 
sented by  the  Inll  was  not  sufficiently  matured  to 
give  general  satisfaction  to  those  concerned,  or 
calculated  for  a  permanent  state  of  things ;  that  it 
would  be  better  to  give  a  temporary  eztieiision  of 
the  charters,  and,  in  the  meantime,  Congtess  csonld 
l^islate  with  better  lights,  and  more  in  conlbmuty 
with  correct  principles,  as  well  as  with  a  jost  re- 

Sird  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  District, 
e  reviewed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  show 
their  impracticable,  their  onerous,  partial,  unreci- 
procal,  mischievous,  and  inexpedient  charsM^ter, 
particularly  in  the  consolidating  feature  of  it. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  argued  that  the  bill  embraced 
every  thing  useful  which  the  substitute  contained, 
and  other  provisions  which  went  much  further, 
and  were  equally  beneficial ;  that  the  bill  would 
work  none  of  the  mischief  predicted;  that  it 
would  reduce  the  number  of  banks,  and  proride  a 
remedy,  without  delay,  for  evils  which  exist;  that 
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the  bill  was  approred  by  the  best  conducted,  the 
safest,  and  most  solid  banks  in  the  District. 

Mr.  RiTFCS  King  was  in  favor  of  the  amend* 
ment.  He  was  arerse  to  the  amalgamation  as  pro- 
vided hj  the  bill,  as  going  to  unite  and  give  a  per- 
manent legal  charter  to  institutions,  many  of 
which  were  unworthy  of  it;  that  the  pro]X)sed 
capital  was  too  large,  and  would  be,  as  it  was  now, 
to  a  great  extent,  unreal:  that,  if  the  consolidation 
were  expedient,  such  only  ought  to  be  permitted 
as  were  ascertained,  by  asents  appointed  by  the 
Government,  to  have  a  real  capital^  and  a  capacity 
to  transact  an  honest  and  fair  business,  and  those 
of  a  different  character  should  be  compelled  to 
wind  up  and  close  their  accounts ;  that  he  would 
have  but  one  in  each  town,  with  an  abundant  cap- 
ital \  that^  to  allow  an  examination  of  the  affairs 
of  these  institutions,  preparatory  to  a  permanent 
state  of  things,  he  would  extend  them  tempora- 
rily, as  proposed  by  the  substitute. 

Mr.  K0BERT8  could  perceive  no  ill  effect  likely 
to  arise  from  the  bill,  which  would  not  also  pro- 
ceed from  the  course  proposed  by  the  committee; 
that  the  amalgamation  would  necessarily  produce  a 
scrutiny  into  the  afiairs  of  the  several  oanks,  and 
good  capital  only  would  be  accepted.  He  replied 
to  Mr.  King's  arguments  at  some  length,  and  in 
farther  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  remarked,  that  under  either  plan, 
the  banks  were  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  parties  to 
go  free.  He  thought  the  stockholders  would  make 
a  better  arrangement  among  themselves  if  left 
free  than  if  coerced,  as  proposed  by  the  bill ;  and 
he  conceived  that  ruin  was  not  to  be  apprehended 
to  the  people  from  the  banks  being  obliged  to  wind 
up,  as  It  would  be  alvrays  the  interest  of  the  credi- 
tor to  give  a  proper  indulgence  to  the  debtor.  He 
was  in  favor  of  providing  for  the  termination  of 
the  institutions,  as  at  present  established,  and  here- 
after giving  charters  on  proper  principles  to  those 
companies  who  asked  and  deserved  it.  He  would 
not  reduce  the  number  to  one  in  each'  town,  be- 
cause competition  was  useful  and  salutary  in  bank- 
ing as  well  as  in  other  things. 

Mr.  Otis  spoke  again  to  enforce  the  views 
which  he  had  submitted,  and  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  controvert^  his  arguments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
substitute  reported  by  the  committee,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ayes  23. 

The  hill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendment  adopted  in  Committee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Barbour,  to  apply  the  bill  to  tne  Bank  of 
Columbia  as  well  as  the  others,  with  some  modi- 
ficatioiis,  to  mak^  it  more  effectual,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr<  Walkbh  of  Alaoama. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  time  fixed  in  the  amendment  was  not  sufficient 
to  effect  the  object  of  it,  which  he  presumed  was 
to  give  the  banks  time  to  wind  un  their  concerns 
wiU)  convenience  to  all  parties.  He  was  friendly 
to  the  District,  though  he  as  yet  knew  but  little  of 
it,  and,  therefore,  moved  to  strike  out  1822,  and 
insert  1825,'  as  tne  period  of  extension.  Mr.  W. 
followed  his  motion  by  some  remarks  on  banking 
generally.    He  was  not  unfriendly  to  these  insti- 


tutions; he  thought  them  of  sreat  utility  ithexL 
prudently  conducted ;  they  had  been  greatly  in- 
strumental in  improving  the  country,  and  exten- 
sive benefit  had  been  derived  from  them  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union.  It  was  in  their  abuse  only 
that  they  were  ihjurious. 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Horsey,  and  Rdfus  Kino. 
disapproved  of  thb  amendment,  as  they  desirea 
that  Uie  subject  should  be  taken  up  at  the  next  or 
succeeding  session,  and  a  permanent  system  ma- 
tured for  the  banks  of  the  District.  Mr.  Horsey 
added  a  hope  that  no  idea  would  go  out  that  the 
banks  were  to  be  put  down,  or  that  the  amend- 
ment just  agreed  to  had  such  a  view.  On  the 
contrary,  the  intention  was,  with  a  maioritv  of 
Congress,  that  the  banks  were  to  be  placea  on 
proper  principles,  and  cherished  and  sustained. 

Mr.  Walker's  motion  was  lost  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
substitute  for  the  bill  of  th^  other  House,  reported 
by  the  committee,  and  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  decided  in  the  afiirmative  by 
the  following  vole: 

YiAs — Mettrs.  Barbour,  Edwards,  GailUrd,  Hor- 
sey, Hanter,  Johason,  of  Louisiani,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  ^ake,  Logan, 
I^wrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Ofcit,  Pleasanu,  Stokea, 
Taylor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Willtama  of 
Mitaiasippi,  and  Wilaon— ^83. 

Nats—- Measn.  Brown,  Barrill,  Dana,  Diekeraon, 
Eaton,  Johnson  of  Kemacky,  Mellon,  Parrott,  Rob- 
erta, Rugglea,  Sanford,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  and  Walker 
of  Georgia — 14.  ' 

[The  substitute  wiU  read  as  follows : 
Strike  out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clanie,  and 
insert: 

**  That  the  charters  of  the  aeveral  incorporated  banks 
in  the  District  of  Colombia,  now  paying  apeoie,  and 
daring  aaeh  time  only  as  aoch  banks,  respectively, 
shall  eontimie  to  pay  apocie,  be,  and  the  same  aro 
hereby,  eztendod  to  the  firrt  dty  of  Juno,  one  thoo- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  any  thing  in  the 
aaid  charters  to  the  contrary,  notwithMnding ;  and 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Columbia  bo,  and  the  same 
is- hereby  dodared  to  be,  limitod  in  its  duration  to  the 
said  first  day  of  June,  one  thouaand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two :  Pramded,  That  thia  act  shall  bo  of 
no  force  or  effect  to  extend  any  charter  aforesaid  till  a 
majority,  in  interest,  of  the  stockholden  of  the  aeveral 
banka  whose  chartera  may  be  hereby  extended,  shall 
file  their  declarations  in  writing  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  (tie  Treasury,  assenting  to  and  accepting 
the  benefit  of  this  act."] 

Mr.  Tkimblb  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing additional  proviso  to  the  bill : 

<•  And  provided  also,  that,  from  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  chartera,  the  private  property  of 
those  stockholders  who  may  continue  any  bank  in  op- 
oration  in  pnrsuanco  of  this  act,  ahall  bo  liable  for  the 
debts  of  such  bank,  which  may  be  hereafter  contracted. 

Mr.  T.  wished  hia  amendment  adopted,  that 
those  who  accepted  the  benefits  of  this  bill  might 
be  informed  of  the  terms.  He  thought  this  con- 
dition a  necessary  check  on  the  banks,  for  the  want 
of  which  great  evils  had  grown  out  of  the  biuiking 
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lystem;  and  without  such  a  principle  he  would 
never  he  accessary  to  creating  any  hank  whatever. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Horsst 
and  Mr.  Lan man  on  account  of  its  novel  character, 
and  the  short  time  in  which  it  would  operate,  and 
thinking  it  would  be  time  enough  to  urge  itsadop- 
ti(Hi  when  the  system  came  up  for  permanent  reg- 
ulation. Mr.  Lanman  opposed  it  on  the  further 
^ound  of  its  impracticable  nature,  and  the  impos- 
sibility of  enforcing  it  upon  stock,  whose  rapid 
transfers  might  be  aptly  compared  to  the  "  adven- 
tures of  a  guinea,''  or  to  an  atom  which  filled  an 
hundred  spaces  in  a  day. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  abo,  on  account  of  the  time,  not  from 
an  objection  to  its  principle,  which  was  not  novel ; 
for  it  was  a  provision  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama 
thiat  no  bank  should  be  incorporated  unless  this 
principle  were  made  a  condition ;  and  he  believed 
It  a  just  and  salutary  principle.  This  was  not  the 
timcL  however,  to  enforce  it  on  these  banks. 

Tne  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as 
amended^ 


Friday,  April  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed  a 
bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Graeme  Keith 
Spence,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
or  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Winter  and 
Williun  Wmt^  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity,  in  the 
nature  of  a  petition  of  right  against  the  United 
States,  with  certain  instructions,  reported  the  same 
with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBERT»  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
•gainst  an  increase  of  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
state  of  the  Journals  of  the  Senate,  preceding  the 
year  1814;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  froni  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
Bions,  to  whoni  was  referred  the  petition  of  Raw- 
leigh  C.  Christians,  praying  a  pension,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Mel- 
ehior ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner, 
administrator  of  (George  Skinner ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Merrul ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott:  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot  and  others,  all  from 
the  other  House,  were  separately  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  severally  ordered  to 
a  third  rouiing. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  instructing 
said  committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amendment 
be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  enfi^ged  in  the  land  ana  naval 
service  of  tne  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  the  18th  dav  of  March,  1818,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  furtngr  consideration  of  said 
resolution. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  allowance  to  J.B.  Tim- 
berlake,  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  for  losses  sustained 
b)r  him,  by  the  desertion  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
frigate  United  States,  was  taken  up  i  and,  after  a 
discussion  of  the  circumstances  and  merits  of  the 
case,  which  continued  more  than  an  hour,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  and  negatived.  So  the  bUl  was  rejected. 
.  The  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  being  the  substitute  adopted  by  the 
Senate  for  the  bul  from  the  other  House,  was  read 
the  third  ^me,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YBAft^HessTi.  Barboor,  Eaton,  Elliot,  Oaillud, 
Honey,  Johnson  of  Lonisiano,  King  of  Almbama,  King 
of  New  York,  Luunsn,  Jjoake,  Lloyd,  Otis,  Ploaouits, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Thomts,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  and  Wileon — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Daoa,  Bickeraon,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Melien,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  KobertSf  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Trimble, 
and  Van  Dyke— 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  sent  to  the  other  House 
for  concurrence. 

'  The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
William  Coffin ;  the  biU  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  Louisiana ; 
the  bill  further  to  regulate  the  medical  department 
of  the  Army ;  and  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners, severally  underwent  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNOAT,  May  1. 

Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Seeoked,  That  the  SeeraCary  of  tho  Navy,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  CommiMioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  be 
requested  to  eanae  to  be  refised  the  lulea,  ngolationib 
and  instractions,  lor.  the  naval  eerrioo^  prvpared  and 
reported  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Coagren  of 
the  7th  day  of  February,  1816,  and  that  the  same  be 
reported  to  the  Senate  during  the  first  week  of  the 
next  session,  in  order  that  legal  provision  may  be  made 
for  carrying  into  effect  such  of  them  as  may  be  con- 
sidered necessary,  and  which  have  been  found  to  be 
at  vtriance  with  existing  laws. 

The  bill  to  r^rulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and 
marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  LowaiB,  Anthony  Kennedy^ 
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of  Philadelphia^  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
and  papers. 

The  Dill  further  to  regulate  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution  instructing  said  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Journals  of  the  Senate 
preceding  the  year  1814;  and  the  same  having 
Seen  amended,  it  was 

Resolvedj  That  there  he  printed,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in  the  form  in 
which  the  Journals  are  now  printed,  in  hrevier  type, 
that  part  of  the  journal  thereof,  of  which  the  Sen- 
ate are  not  in  possession  of  any  printed  copy ;  and 
that  there  he  printed  three  hundred  copies  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill ,  entitled  *^An 
act  ffiring  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James 
Shields;"  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  te 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
invalid  pensioners;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtke,  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  unfavorable  to  tne  petitions 
of  Raleigh  C.Christians  and  of  Peter  Larkms  were 
taken  up,  and  severally  iu;reed  to. 

The  Dill  for  the  relierof  John  McGrew,  and 
others ;  the  bill,  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abiiah 
Hunt  and  William  Grordon  Fbrman ;  and  the  oill 
for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney  and  others ;  sev- 
erally passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  to  regulate  ^  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  received  from  tne  House 
of  Representatives,  and  twice  read  by  general  con- 
sent ;  and,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  bill,  it  Was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot  and  others  of  the  Stockbridge 
tribe  of  Indians :  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac 
Melchiorj  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner ;  for 
the  relief  of  James  Merrill ;  and  for  the  relief  of 
William  Coffin;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Cathcart 
was  taken  up,  and  some  time  spent  in  examining 
the  circumstances  of  the  claim,  which  were  ex- 
plained in  detail  by  Mr.  BtiowN ;  and,  after  receiv- 
ing an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Rurus  Kino, 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Llotd,  who  desired  some  furtner  time  to 
look  into  the  merits  of  the  claim. 


TcBSDAT,  May  2. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affidrs.  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Arcnibald  B.  Lord  and  others; 


Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Smith 
and  Hawkins  and  others,  merchants,  of  Philadel- 

Shia,  against  an  increase  of  the  existing  tariff  of 
uties  on  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and 
also  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Btiohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cenie  to  be 
prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  em- 
ploying the  officers  and  soldierB  of  the  Army  in  mak- 
ug  a  minute  and  accurate  sOnrey  of  the  inland  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States ;  together  with  an  estimata 
of  the  additional  expenses  which  may  be  annually 
required  for  that  object 

Ruohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for 
employing  the  Na?y  in  completing  a  minute  and  ac- 
carate  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States ;  to- 
gether with  an  estimate  of  the  additional  expenses 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  that  object 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrv  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  which  has  been  annually  appro- 
priated and  paid,  since  the  year  1775,  for  surrey ing 
the  seacoast,  bays»  inlets,  harbors,  and  shoals,  and  for 
erecting,  supplying,  and  keeping  in  repair,  lighthouses, 
beacons,  and  buoys,  and  for  the  purchaiM  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  same  may  have  been  erected. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Ordendy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  or 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
violations  of  our  neutrality ;  the  resolution  of  the' 
Senate  instmctinff  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  ofprescribing  by  law  the  mode  of 
quartering  soldiers  during  war  in  the  houses  of 
citizens,  when  the  public  exigencies  may  make  it 
necessary :  and  the  mode  by  which  prirate  prop^ 
arty  may  be  taken  for  public  use,  designating  ner- 
ticulhrly  by  whose  orders  property  may  be  Uxen, 
the  maimer  of  ascertaining  ita  ralue,  and  the  mode 
by  which  the  owner  shall  receive,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  the  just  compensation  for  the  same ; 
the  address  of  the  representatives  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  New  England;  the  me- 
morial of  the  inhabitanta  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
against  the  admission  of  Missouri  without  restrict- 
ing slavery ;  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  subject,  of  slavery ; 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  tne  Arkansaa 
Territory,  praying  an  act  explanatory  of  the  acta 
providing  tor  their  territorial  form  of  government; 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  any  amendmenta  can  be 
made  in  the  criminal  code  of  the  United  States 
by  which  to  punish  persons  guilty  of  forging  papen 
or  vouchers  necessary  to  the  es^blishment  of  any 
claims,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  were  discharged 
I  from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respectively* 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni> 
ted  States  from  accepting  of  any  present  or  emol- 
ument of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affidrs. 

On  motion  by  AAr.  Smith,  the  select  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Elijah  Hall 
Bay  and  others ;  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  subject  of  Brit> 
ish  claims  to  lands :  and  also  the  resolution  of  the 
said  Legislature  relating  to  British  grants,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
respectively. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  Was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
the  grant  of  certain  sections  of  land,  for  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  tne  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Donnell  and  othersL  of  Baltimore,  praying  the  ex- 
clusion from  the  Chesapeake  bay  or  cruisers  under 
the  flag  of  the  South  American  revolutionists,  and 
to  desi^ate  certain  ports  for  their  entry ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflG&irs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Archibald  B.  Lord 
and  others,  officers  of  the  United  States  cutter 
Boxer,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  late  crew 
of  the  said  cutter ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith) 
resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  first  instant,  concerning  naval  rules 
and  regulations,;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the.  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the 
road  and  canals  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  fur* 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
-made  the  order  of  the  dny  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  Leander  Cathcart;  and.  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  {>owers  of  the  CQmmission-r 
ers  for.  adjusting  land  claims  in.  the  district  of  De- 
troit, d&c.  was  taken  un  and  further  considered,  in 
Conunittee  of  the  Wnole,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  as*  was  also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs^  Henry  Willis. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt ;  for  the  relief  of  John 
MeGrew  and  others ;  and  for  the  relief  of  Elka- 
nah  Finney,  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  spent  some  time  in  Committee  on 


the  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners ;  after  which 
the  bill  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beau- 
lieu,  a  captain  in  Pulaski's  legion  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  prayinff  to  be  placed  on  the  poision 
list  under  the  act  of  March,  1818,  was  taucea  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  require  the  petitioner  to  relinquish 
any  other  pension  which  he  may  now  receive  from 
the  United  States ;  and  on  the  question  of  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  15,  noes  17 ;  so  the  bill  was 
rejected. 


Wednesuat,  May  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resolution  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  fix- 
ing a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  |ttesent 
session  of  Congress,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  concluded 
between  the  States  of  Kentuckv  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  settlement  of  their  bounaary  line ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Josenh  Brice,"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  maae^  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cominittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withers,"  togeth- 
er with  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
amended,  and,  the  amendment  beinff  concurred  in, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  we  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  HoBSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bill  directing  the  purchase  of  two  hundred  copies 
of  Binns's  edition  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, and  to  which  had  been  also  referred  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  William 
Pancoast,  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  with  a  jrecommendation  that  both  hiUs  be 
rejected.  ^ 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  unfavorable  to  the  expediency  of  any  pro- 
vision,.at  this  time,  for  a  Delegate  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  KiNn,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  renorted  a  bill  to  lay  out 
the  route  and  prepare  the  man  of  a  canal,  estimates 
of  expense,  dus..  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  navinUe 
waters  of  the  Ohio,  (from  the  waters  of  Sancraslqf^ 
to  those  of  Scioto ;)  which  bill  was  twice  read,  by 
general  consent,  and  referred. 

The  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Arkanns 
Territory,  praying  portions  of  the  public  lands  for 
a  seat  ot  government,  and  for  the  seats  of  justice 
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of  the  counties  of  the  Territory,  and  adverse  to 
granting  these  donations  at  present,  was  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps, 
(the.  mail  carrier  who  was  recently  murdered})  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  nem,  coo. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  of  the  biU  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart ;  which  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readins . 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill, from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  reported  the  same 
with  sundry  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  fixing  a  pe- 
riod of  adjournment,  as  amended  by  the  other 
House ;  and  after  some  discussion,  in  wnich  Mess^. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Barboub,  Otis,  and  Mojt- 
RiL,  advocated  the  immediate  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  agreement  on  the  day  proposed  by  the 
olher  House,  and  in  which  Messrs.  Roberts  and 
BuRRiLL  were  opposed  to  acting  instanter,  and 
fixing  a  day  now  which  could  not  be  easily 
changed,  althoujg;h  matters  of  great  importance 
might  transpire  in  the  meantime,  and  were  in  favor 
of  postponing  a  decision  until  to-morrow ; 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendm^iit  of  the  other  House,  and  deci^d  in  the 
affirmative  without  a  division;  so  that  the  15th 
day  of  the  present  month  is  fixed  by  both  Houses 
for  the  adiournment  of  the  session. 

The  bill  for  die  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Henry 
Willis  was  read  the  third  tiniR,  passed,  and  return- 
ed to  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  adiust  the 
tides  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  «c.,  w«b 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  from  the 
other  House,  jHroviding  for  distributing  to  such 
members  of  the  ConTention  as  may  be  living,  each, 
a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Convention,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  cff  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners;  and  the  bill 
was,  without  mrther  debat^  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  postponed  indefinitely,  and  of  course 
rejected. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  grant  ta  the 
Columbian  Institute  the  use  of  a  portion  of  the 
public  grounds  in  the  City  of  Washington,  during 
the  pleasure  of  Congress,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Trimble  proposed  a  substitute  to  the  bill, 
authorizing  a  lease  of  the  ground  for years. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Horsbt, 
Browh,  and  Dana,  who  prefened  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  other  House ;  and  ^e  amendment 
was  neeatiTed. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

.  The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Beck  and  Harvey ;  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 
ter;  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxtier;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  Qeorge  Miller ;  and 


for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine 
Clark,  administrators  of  John  Clark,  were  sucees- 
sivdy  considered  in  Committee  of  tlM  Whole,  and 
severally  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  supplementary  to  the 
act  providing  for  lost  military  discharges  and  land 
warrants,  was  ^so  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  who  did  not  con* 
ceive  any  further  legislation  on  the  subject  neces- 
sary, was  postponed  indefinitely. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  theothar 
House,  in  addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the 
publication  (in  newspapers)  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States :  to  which  bill  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  to  which  it  had  been  refer- 
red, reported  an  amendment,  to  leave  the  number 
of  papers  in  each  State  to  be  selected  for  publish- 
ing the  laws  the  same  as  at  present,  (three,)  and 
providing  that  private  and  local  acts,  and  Indian 
treaties,  shall  not  hereafter  be  published  in  the 
newspapers,  excej)ting  treaties,  so  far  as  to  have 
them  published  in  the  States  more  immediately 
concerned. 

The  subject  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  explained  the  motives  of 
the  committee,  and  of  Messrs.  Lamman,  Burbill, 
and  Trimble.;  and  the  amendment  was  ultimately 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  oo 
as  to  leave  the  compensation  allowed  for  pubhsh- 
ing  the  laws  the  same  as  now  fixed  by  law ;  and 
entered  into  some  explanations  (feeling  himself 
called  on  to  do  so,'  hj  the  consideration  that  the 
interest  of  many  individuals  was  concerned  who 
would  probably  look  to  him  to  place  the  matter  in 
a  proper  light  before  the  Senate)  to  show  that,  in- 
stead of  having  been  increased,  the  compensation 
was  less  than  it  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
present  law ;  that  it  was  now  very  much  inferior 
to  what  was  paid  for  advertising  by  individuals, 
and  was  a  very  inadequate  remuneration  for  the 
services  performed;  and  would,  in  fact,  not  be 
accepted  oy  many,  were  it  not  for  other,  consider- 
ations, dec. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burr  ill,  who 
wished  to  examine  further  this  part  of  the  subject, 
and  satisfy  himseli  in  some  particulars,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  next  mroceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Uommittee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, on  the  bill  concerning  the  road  from  Wheel- 
ing to  the  Mississippi,  and  canals  from^  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  Delaware,  and  from  the  Raritan  to 
the  Delaware.  [The  report  separates  the  two 
objects,  and  brings  them  l^fore  the  Senate  in  dis- 
tinct biils.] 

Mr.  Smith  objected  to  the  bill  concerning  the 
road,  because  it  proposed  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
surveying  the  road  out  of  the  Treasmy,  instead  of 
from  the  fund  set  apart  out  of  the  sales  of  the 
puUic  lands ;  not  knowing  why  money  should  be 
voted  for  roads  in  Ohio,  in  preference  to  other  parts 
of  the  country.    He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Noblb. 
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Some  debate  arose  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  Rcro- 
-GLES  to  require  the  road  to  pass  by  Columbus,  the 
•seat  of  goYemment  of  Ohio — the  discussion  turn- 
ing on  the  expediency  of  now  goinff  so  far  into 
detail  as  to  designate  any  points  at  all,  except  the 
two  extreme  ones  ;  of  leaving  these  matters  to 
future  disposition^  and  merely  at  this  time  enacting 
a  general  provision,  reserving  all  other  questions 
for  future  legislation.  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Trim- 
ble, and  Roberts,  were  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment; and  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  and  Tho- 
mas, against  any  such  provision  at  this  time.  The 
amendment  was  finally  negatived  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  made  some  general 
remarks  on  tne  advantages  which  would  result  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  in  the  public 
lands  alone,  from  laying  out  and  marking  this  road, 
without  touchhag  on  the  great  considerations  of 
connecting  more  closely  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  of  public  security,  and  of  honor  to  the  na- 
tion, snould  such  an  object  be  ultimately  accom- 
plished as  the  erection  of  a  ^eat  road  from  the 
Atlantic  waters  to  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

A  debate  arose  on  the  general  merits  of  the  l>ill, 
in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eaton  and  by 
Mr.  Smith  at  considerable  length ;  and  was  advo- 
cated repeatedly  and  much  at  larc'e  by  Mr.  Trim- 
ble; and  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  Edwarus. 
.  Mr.  Smith  concluded  his  remarks  by  moving 
to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  first  of  Aprd  next,  (to 
destroy  it  p  which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays^  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Mefsrs.  Barboar,  Eaton,  Gaillard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Macon,  Otia,  Pleaaanta,  Smith, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 11. 

Nats — Meisra.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickeraoo,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Honey,  Hanter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Rogglea,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
QeorgU,  WilUams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wilson— 37. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  making 
the  appropriation  for  defraying  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying the  road  payable  out  of  the  three  per  cent, 
fond,  reserved  for  roads  out  of  the  sales  of  land  in 
the  tnree  Northwestern  States,  instead  of  defraying 
it,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  out  of  /*  any  mon^  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appronriated."  This 
motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  then  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Thursday,  May  4. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Grceme  Keith  Spence,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  w^s  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  to  establish  additional  land  ofi&ces  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bill  to  enable  the  vestry  of  Rock  Creek  church 


to  sell  the  glebe  of  that  church,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendation 
that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  same  conunit- 
tee  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid^ation 
of  the  memoriafof  sundry  inhabitants  of  George- 
town, dtc.,  prayine  for  a  separate  court  west  of 
Rock  Credc — ^Mr.  H.  stating  that  no  reaaons  had 
been  exhibited  to  the  conmuttee  in  support  of  the 
apj^cation  sufficient  to  justify  the  measure. 

The  report  of  the  same  committee,  unfavorable 
to  the  expediency  of  making  any  provision  at 
present  for  a  delegate  in  Congress  nom  the  said 
district,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  S.  Jones  was  taken  up,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  who  earnestly  supported  the  eqmty  of 
the  relief  prayed  for,  and  opposed  the  reconmienda- 
tion  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  which  the  bill 
had  been  referred,  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Sanford  and  Eaton  ;  and  the 
Dill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readiQg — ^yeas  18, 
nays  17. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Trimble  oa 
Tuesday,  rdative  to  surveys  of  the  inland  and 
maritime  frontiers,  dbc.,  were  taken  up. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  object  of  the 
resolutions,  which  was  explained  bv  the  mover, 

The  first  resolution,  relative  to  tne  inland  fron- 
tier, was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs. 

The  second  resolution,  relative  to  the  survey  of 
the  maritime  frontier,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  it  appearing  that  the  object  was  already 
provided  for  by  existing  laws. 

The  third  resolution,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  of  the  amount  of 
expenditures  on  the  maritime  frontier  for  surreys, 
ligut-houses,  &c.,  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIF/. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in  the  Chair,)  the  bill  from 
the  other  House  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  that  the  further  consider- 
ation  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress ;  and  followed  his  motion  by  a  speech 
of  some  lenffth.  as  well  against  the  merits  and 
bearings  of  the  bill,  as  to  show  that  there  was  not 
time  at  thb  late  period  of  the  session  to  act  ma- 
turely on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  it  is  u^fed,  as  a  reason  for  post- 
poning the  present  bill,  that  many  members  of 
Congress  have  already  left  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment, that  many  others  are  about  to  depart,  and 
that  It  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  consider  thb 
subject  On  looking  round  the  Senat&I  find  everf 
gentleman. at  his *post,  except  one.  The  Senate, 
whatever  may  be  the  case  with  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, is  unusually  full ;  and,  althougli  mi' 
tlemen  are  extremely  anxious  to  leave  this  puee, 
yet  they  should  be  restrained  by  a  amae  of  daty, 
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and  remain  here  a  suffideiit  time  to  pass  upon  this 
bill,  which  has  passed  the  House  oi  Representa- 
tives, after  a  full  discussion  of  its  merits — a  bill  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  country,  and  one 
upon  which  the  decision  of  Congress  is  more  anx- 
iously expected  than  upon  any  measure  whkh  has 
occupied  our  attention  for  years  past.  Although 
it  is  late  in  the  session,  yet  there  is  ample  time  w- 
tween  this  and  the  dav  fixed  for  adjournment,  to 
discuss  this  subject  and  to  decide  upon -it  ;but  this 
plea  can  always  be  found  for  indefinitely  postpo- 
ning any  important  bill ;  and  we  may  observe  tnat 
bills  of  the  highest  importance,  but  which  are  op- 
posed by  any  considerable  portion  of  Congress,  are 
constantly  postponed,  from  time  to  time.  tiU  near 
the  close  of  the  session,  and  then,  too  onen^  inde- 
finitely postponed  for  w]ant  of  time.  In  this  way 
bills  of  the  greatest  importance  are  defeated  bv 
minorities,  as  happened  last  session  with  the  bill 
for  altering'  the  mode  oi  selling  the  public  lands. 

We  are  told  that  nearly  all  the  information  we 
have  received  upon  this  subject  is  frdm  the  manu- 
facturers ;  that  they  have  petitioned  by  themselves 
and  by  the  Legislatures  of  States ;  and  that  they 
have  loaded  our  tables  with  their  pamphlets ;  and 
that  if  they  would  work  as  well  as  write,  they 
would  need  no  protection.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Barbour)  does  remember  some  rep- 
resentations from  affricultural  societies  which  have 
been  printed  and  laid  upon  our  tables ;  but  he 
should  also. recollect  the  representations  from  the 
importing  merchants  and  Chambers  of  Commerce 
against  tnis  biU^,  in  which  they  represent,  with  all 
the  strenffth  the  subject  admits  of,  the  inconve- 
niences mat  will,  in  their  opinion,  result  from  pass- 
ing this  bill.  We  have  abundant  information  on 
all  sides  of  this  (question,  for  it  has  been  a  constant 
theme  of  discussion  for  the  two  last  years. 

We  are  informed  that  this  bill  has  progressed 
thus  far,  and  that  the  Treasury  Department  has 
not  been  consulted  as  to  its  operation  on  the  reve- 
nue :  that  we  are  about  to  diminish  our  imports  to 
an  alarming  degree,  when  our  Treasury  is  empty: 
to  impose  an  enormous  tax  upon  the  agricultural 
interest  for  the  sole  benefit  ot  the  manufacturers, 
by  a  measure  equally  destructive  of  the  morality 
and  the  happiness  of  this  country. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
whom  this  bill  was  referred,  did  consult  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury ;  and  we  may  assure  gen- 
tlemen that  there  is  no  apprehension  in  that  de- 
partment that  this  bill,  if  paned  into  a  law,  will 
cause  any  serious  or  permanent  c&ninution  of  our 
imposts.     Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  bill, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  it  would  add  more 
than  a  million  of  dollars  annually  to  our  revenue. 
But  the  idea  that  we  are  about  to  lay  an  enormous 
tax  upon  the  farmer,  for  the  benefit  of  the  manu- 
facturer, although  altogether  incorrect,  has  great 
weight,  andrwiu  probably  do  more  to  defeat  the 
bill  than  aU  odier  considerations  together.. 

It  has  been  considered  as  an  axiom  in  political 
arithmetic,  not  needing  nor  even  admitting  of 
proof,  that^  if  we  increase  the  duties  on  articles 
whicn  we  import,  we,  in  the  same  degree,  increase 
the  price  to  the  consumer ;  and  it  is  generally  sup- 


posed, that,  by  such  increased  duties,  we  so  far 
diminish  the  imports  as  to  diminish  the  revenue. 
Our  own  history  will  sufficiently  show  the  fallacy 
of  such  opinions.  Increased  duties  do  not  neces- 
sarily increase  the  price  of  goods  to  the  consumer 
in  proportion  to  the  advance  of  the  duties ;  on 
some  it  will  produce  but  an  inconsiderate  aug- 
mentation of  price,  on  others  probably  none. 

An  increase  of  duties  upon  articles  not  the 
growth  or  production  of  this  country,  will,  gener- 
ally, increase  the  price  to  the  consumer  to  an  amount 
a  little  higher  than  the  increase  of  the  duty;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  the  case  with  articles  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  here. 

Suppose  the  foreign  manufacturer  to  derive  a 
profit  of  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  woollen  and 
cotton  ^oods  sold  in  o^r  market,  and  we  increase 
the  duties  on  those  articles  ten  per  cent,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  domestic  manufactu- 
rer. If  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  content  him- 
self with  five  per  cent,  profit,  rather  than  abandon 
our  market,  he  will  continue  to  sell  his  goods  at 
];»ecisely  the  same  prices  as  before ;  there  will  be 
no  decrease  of  imports,  and  ten  per  cent,  upon  the 
articles  thus  sold  will  be  put  into  our  Treasury  at 
the  sole  expense  of  the  foreign  manufacturer. 
This,  it  is  true,  is  no  particular  Mnefit  to  the  man- 
u£ftcturing  interest,  but  it  is  a  substantial  benefit  to 
the  country. 

Let  me  elucidate  this  principle  by  a  matter  of 
fact  of  recent  occurrence.  Two  years  a^,  when 
we  increased  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from  nine  to  fif- 
teen dollars  on  the  ton,  it  was  said  it  would  oper- 
ate as  a  bounty  of  so  much  per  ton  to  those  who 
had  bar  iron  on  hand ;  that  it  would,  to  the  same 
amount,  increase  the  price  to  the  consumer ;  and 
that  it  would  diminish  the  revenue  upon  this  arti- 
cle. These  predictions,  however,  have  failed  in 
every  particular ;  bar  iron  has  not  risen  in  price 
from  tnat  day  to  this ;  it  has  not  operated  as  a 
bounty  to  those  who  had  quantities  ot  bar  iron  on 
hand ;  it  has  not  increased  the  expense  to  the  con- 
sumer:  and,  so  far  from  diminishing  the  revenue 
upon  tnis  article,  it  has  been  constancy  increasing. 

By  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it 
appnrs  that  the  duties  on  hammered  bar  iron  in 
1817  amounted,  after  deducting  the  drawback,  to 
9154,315;  in  1818,  first  year  of  the  Increased  du- 
ties, it  amounted  to  ^308,951 :  in  1819,  to  $250,377 ; 
and  there  is  but  little  doubt,  trom  what  we  already 
know,  that  the  increase  will  be  still  greater  in  the 
present  year.  As  the  adding  six  dollars  per  ton 
to  the  duties  on  bar  iron  did  not  increase  the  price 
in  1818,  no  one  who  knows  any  thing  of  this  trade 
will  doubt  that  the  same  increase  of  duty  might 
have  been  imposed  in  1816,  without  increasing  the 
price.  There  might,  therefore,  have  been  a  clear 
saving  to  the  Treasury  of  six  dollars  per  ton  on  all 
bar  iron  imported  into  this  country  for  home  eon- 
sumpti<m.  Irom  1816  to  1818,  and  that  without 
costmg  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  a  cent. 
The  difiference  between  the  duties  received  at  nine 
dollars  per  ton,  and  which  might  have  been  re- 
ceived at  fifteen  dollars  per  ton,  amounted,  in  the 
year  1816,  to  $76,044 ;  in  1817,  to  $61,188 ;  in  all, 
to  $137,232.    This  sum,  therefore,  may  be  con- 
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sidered  as  lost  to  the  Treaaury,  in  consequence  of 
the  unreasonable  prejudice  against  the  manulac- 
lure  of  bar  iron  in  this  country — an  article  of  prime 
necessity  at  all  times,  and  indispensable  in  time  of 
war. 

The  sums  saved  to  the  Treasury,  by  incvasing 
the  duties  in  1818,  or  the  difference  between  the 
duties  at  nine  and  fifteen  dollars,  amounted,  in  that 
vear,  to  $89,530;  in  1819,  to  (100,150;  for  the 
naif  of  the  present  year,  estimated  at  the  same  rate, 
(50,075;  amounting  in  all,  to  (239,755,  ^;ained  to 
our  Treasury,  at  the  exclusive  expense  ot  the  for- 
eign manufacturer.  The  sum  thus  gained,  added 
to  what  we  should  have  gained  had  the  duty  on 
bar  iron  been  put  at  fifte^  dollars  per  ton,  in  1816, 
•  amount  to  ^376,987.  An  increase  of  duties  upon 
a  great  variety  of  articles,  which  we  manufacture 
in  part  for  ourselves,  would  be  attended,  in  a  greater 
or  less  d^pee,  by  similar  results. 

The  effect  which  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  an  increase  of  duties  on  articles  which  we 
import  in  part,  and  manufacture  in  part,  for  our 
own  consumption,  if  so  great  as  to  prevent  any 
considerate  part  of  the  importation  is  this ;  the 
foreign  manufitcturer,  in  order  to  maintain  himself 
in  our  market,  will  sell  his  ^oods  at  a  less  profit 
than  before.  Say  the  redifction  in  his  prices  shall 
amount  to  half  the  increase  of  duties,  the  domestic 
manufacturer  must  sell  for  the  same  price,  or  be 
driven  from  the  market.  In  this  case,  on&-half  the 
duties  would  go  into  our  Treasury  at  the  expense 
of  the  foreign  manufacturer ;  the  other  half  would 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  consumer.  But,  if  these 
goods  are  or  ^eral  consumption,  the  tax  upon 
the  consumer  is  an  equitable  tax  upon  the  citizens 
generally,  and  nothing  is  lost,  inasmuch  as  what  we 
pay  goes  into  the  General  Treasury.  The  conuie- 
tition  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  manufac- 
turer will  keep  the  articles  at  low  prices^  and  effec- 
tually prevent  imposition  upon  the  purcoaser.  Our 
manufactures,  under  such  protection,  would  con- 
tinue gradually  to  improve,  and  to  be  extended ; 
their  improvements  would  produce  a  savins  in 
labor  and  expense ;  the  consequence  wouldbe  a 
gradual  reduction  of  prices,  by  which  the  foreign 
manu£Eicturer  would,  in  time,  be  excluded  from  our 
market ;  but  not  until  domestic  competition  should 
have  brought  down  the  prices  to  the  lowest  grade 
at  which  they  can  be  sold,  and  allow  a  reasonable 
profit  to  the  manufacturer.  This  is  the  ease  with 
many  articles  now,  particularly  with  nails,  an  arti* 
cle  of  the  most  common  consumption,  on  which 
there  is  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound.  Nothing 
can  be  more  incorrect,  than  that  me  farming  inter- 
est is  taxed  to  the  amount  of  the  increased  duties, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers. 

If  it  be  true,  as  many  gentlemen  seem  to  think, 
and  as  some  verily  believe,  that,  by  introducing  and 
encouraging  manufactures  in  mis  country,  we 
bring  upon  our^vesL  and  entail  upon  posterity,  a 
lastin|[  curse,  it  would  aflford  an  argument  for  our 
returning  to  our  former  state  of  colonies^  towards 
which  we  might  have  perceived  some  awful  squint- 
ings during  the  last  war. 

While  colonies,  the  mother  country  took  espe- 
cial care  that  we  should  manufacture  nothing  for 


ourselves  that  she  could  make  for  us.  She  took 
care  that  we  should  not  divert  our  attention  to 
labor-saving  machinery.  The  erection  of  rolling 
or  slitting  mills  in  the  colonies  was  strictly  pro- 
hibited. It  was  declared  in  Parliament,  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  hob-nail.  The 
privilege  of  shoeing  horses  was  tolerated  with  some 
denee  of  impatience. 

This  policy  on  the  part  of  the  mother  country 
found  many  advocates  here,  and  the  race  seems 
not  yet  to  be  extinct.  It  was  submitted  to  with- 
out a  struggle;  for  to  struggle  was  in  vain ;  cer- 
tain ruin  attended  any  one  who  should  have  the 
rashness  to  invest  hb  capital  in  manufacturing 
establishments. 

But  when  attemnts  were  made  to  impose  a  slight 
tax  upon  us,  much  less  oppressive  than  die  restric- 
tions on  our  manufactures,  universal  oppositicm 
was  excited ;  and  under  that  excitemtot  we  were 
able  to  perceive  that  we  had  been  cruelly  oppressed 
by  restrictions  unon  our  manufactures ;  and  this 
was  the  theme  ot  many  patriotic  declamations  and 
resolutions. 

When  our  Revolutionary  war  commenced,  we 
experienced  infinite  embarrassment  for  want  of 
manufacturing  establishments.  Thousands  of  our 
soldiers  perished  for  want  of  suitable  clothing. 
Every  possible  exertion  was  made  to  encourage 
manufactures,  with  a  determination  to  persevere 
in  them,  not  only  as  a  permanent  advantage  to 
this  country,  butapermanent  injury  to  our  eaemy. 

On  the  return  of^peace,  we  seeiooied  satisfied  wim 
having  established  our  independence.  Manufac- 
tures were  soon  forgotten.  Those  who  had  em- 
barked their  fortunes  in  such  establishments  wect 
abandoned,  without  remorse,  to  inevitable  rain. 
Every  comer  of  the  Union  was  deluged  with  cheap 
goods,  of  British  manufacture ;  people  purchased 
while  they  had  money  or  credit.  This  was  soon 
followed,  as  might  have  been  easily  predicted,  by 
a  scene  of  extensive  ruin ;  acainst  which  many 
States  endeavored  to  provide  by  laws  to  delay  the 
collection  of  debts,  to  assi^  propertj  in  the  pay- 
ment of  executions,  and  by  issuing  a  nood  of  paper 
money. 

On  the  adoption  of  our  present  Constitutioa, 
the  navigation,  the  shipping,  and  the  commercial 
interest,  as  the  source  of  revenue,  engrossed  the 
attention  of  Congress.  Manufactures  were  pros- 
trate, and  no  efibrts  were  made  to  revive  tMm. 
The  first  tariff  was  laid  with  a  timid  hand ;  extreme 
caution  was  exercised,  lest  the  duties  shcNild  be  so 
high  upon  articles  which  we  could  pioduce  or 
manufacture  for  ourselves,  as  to  decrease  the  imr 
portation  so  much  as  to  lessen  the  revenue,  while 
comparatively  high  duties  were  put  upon  articles 
not  of  the  growth  or  manufiicture  of  this  country. 
This  will  appear,  by  comparing  the  high  duties 
upon  tea  and  coffee  with  tne  low  duties  upon  coC- 
ton  and  woollen  ffoods,  iron,  dbc.,  whidi  were  put 
at  the  low  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valanwk.  The 
same  kind  of  timid  policy,  the  same  fear  of  en- 
couraging manufactures,  hasprevailed  in  a  great« 
or  less  degree  in  all  the  tarilQS  that  have  been  sub- 
sequently adopted. 

By  this  shipping<ommerciaI*4evenue  system, 
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we  ha?e  been  subserrient  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain ;  and,  from  the  peace  of  1783  till  some 
time  in  the  French  revolution,  we  afC^rded  them 
greater  adrantages  than  we  ever  had  done,  in  a  like 
period,  during  the  time  we  were  colonies. 

The  wars  growing  out  of  the  French  revolution 
save  us  advantages  which  we  never  enjoyed  he- 
tore,  and  shall  probably  never  witness  again. 
Commerce  seemed  the  only  road  to  ri(;hes-;  manu- 
factures were  totally  neglected.  Our  citiz^s 
embarked  their  capital  in  trade,  intoxicated  with 
the  prospect  of  suaden  wealth.  These  prospects 
were  much  obscured  by  the  Orders  in  Council  and 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees ;  but  while  we  were 
dreaming  that  the  days  of  our  prosperity  were 
about  to  return,  our  commercial  interest  led  us  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Notwithstanding  our  former  experience,  we  were 
again  extremely  distressed  for  the  want  of  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  this  distress  feU  with 
peculiar  severity  u^n  the  army.  A  large  portion 
of  commercial  capital,  for  want  of  other  employ- 
ment, was  immediately  invested  in  manufacturing 
establishments ;  and,  wherever  those  establishments 
were  made,  the  country  flourished  beyond  any 
former  example,  even  under  the  pressure  of  war. 
Agriculture  advanced  in  a  like  proportion,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  domestic  market  for  the  produce  of 
the  earth ;  lands  rose  in  value ;  improvements  in 
cultivation,  in  houses,  bams,  and  fences,  were  per- 
ceived wherever  manufactures  were  succe«m;Q. 
Had  the  war  continued  two  years  longer,  the  man- 
ufacturing ipterest  could  not  now  be  uiaken. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  Congress  would 
not  suffer  manufacturing  establishments^  which 
had  cost  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  which  were 
indispensable  in  time  of  war,  to  go  to  decay  in 
time  of  peace.  By  a  complete  protection  ox  our 
manufactures,  we  should  have  dpne  more  for  our 
country  than  would  have  balanced  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  war,  and  we  should  have  injured 
England  to  an  amount  beyond  her  loss  of  money 
and  ships.  By  a  contrary  course  we  have  sacrificed 
millions  of  property^  and  thrown  thousands  of  la- 
borers idle  upon  society. 

The  overflowing  warehouses  of  Europe  were 
emptied  on  our  shores;  our  imports,  in  one  year 
after  the  war,  amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  upon  which  we  derived  a 
revenue  of  more  than  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars. 
Our  merchants  became  infatuated,  by  calculating 
the  profits  they  were  about  to  make  upon  such  an 
extensive  commerce;  and,  that  their  expenses 
might  correspond  with  their  imaginary  wealth, 
they  bought  country  houses,  city  nouses,  horses 
carriages,  established  expensive  equipages,  fillea 
their  rooms  with  splendid  furniture,  and  their  cel- 
lars with  costly  wines.  Even  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  were  thrown  off  their  balance  by  the 
thirtynsix  millions  of  revenue;  and,  by  way  of 
^uandering  our  surplus  funds,  passed  a  pension 
law,  which  was  neither  asked  nor  expected  by  the 
country,  which  will  cost  at  least  twenty  millions 
of  dollars,  and  which  we  have  endeavored  to  oor- 
rect  by  a  law  more  harsh  in  its  operation  than  any 
other  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  Congresis. 


During  this  commercial  delirium  manufacturers 
have  kicked  the  beam.  In  vain  they  have  asked 
some  adeauate  protection ;  they  could  not  put  thir- 
ty-six millions  of  dollars  into  the  Treasury ;  they 
could  afford  no  profit  to  the  importing  merchants 
Their  application  was  considered  as  troublesome 
and  unreasonable;  they  were  reproached  for  hav- 
ing asked  high  prices  for  their  goods  during  the 
war ;  and  their  sufferings  were  considered  as  a  just 
retribution  for  what  was  called  their  former  ex- 
tortion. 

We  now  witness  the  extreme  distress  of  our 
country,  produced  by  pursuing  commerce  to  the 
exclusion  of  manufactures.  Commerce*  itself  is 
nearly  annihilated.  Had  manufactures  been  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  the  loss  of  commerce  would 
have  been  attributed  to  that  cause  alone ;  but  man- 
ufactures, as  well  as  agriculture,  are  also  prostrate. 
The  two  latter  might  soon  be  made  to  revive,  by 
means  in  our  power,  but  the  former  cannot  be  ex- 
tended to  its  iormer  importance  for  many  years  yet 
to  come.  The  merchants  of  Europe  are  now  their 
own  carriers.  Their  mercantile  jealousy  will  ef- 
fectually prevent  us  from  enjoying  any  larger  por- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  world  than  comes  to 
our  proper  share.  This  wiU  require  but  a  very 
inconsioerable  part  of  the  capital,  and  employ  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  citizens  of  our  country.  Our 
internal  commerce  and  coasting  trade  will  be  vast- 
ly more  important,  and  will  increase  with  the  ex- 
tension of  domestic  manufactures. 

Our  foreign  commerce,  however,  is  in  the  highest 
degree  benScial  to  the  country,  and  should  be 
cherished,  as  it  always  has  been,  oy  our  laws,  but 
not  to  the  exclusion  of  other  important  interests. 
That  part  of  our  commerce  which  is  employed  in 
bringing  articles  of  luxury  to  this  country,  for  home 
consumption,  which  contribute  nothing  to  our  ra- 
tional happiness  or  prosperity,  or  in  bringing  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  but  such  as  we  ought  to  produce 
or  manufacture  for  ourselves,  so  far  as  it  goes,  in- 
volves our  country  in  distress,  and,  if  tolerated, 
ought  not  to  be  encouraged  by  our  laws. 

By  far  the  jgreater  portion  of  our  citizens  should 
be  employed  m  agricultural  pursuits ;  but  the  nuin- 
ber  that  can  be  profitably  employed  in  agriculture  is 
limited,  and  that  limit  nas  already  been  passed  in 
some  of  the  States.  The  poorer  lands  will  not  be 
brought  into  cultivation  till  population  begins  to 
press  upon  subsistence.  Such  soils  must,  in  this  coun- 
try, remain  for  ages,  for  such  pasture  and  wood  as 
they  will  produce,  unless  manufactures  be  encou- 
raged. When  there  are  hands  enough  employed 
to  till  all  the  good  land  in  any  State,  except  such 
as  should  always  remain  for  wood  and  pasture,  no 
more  can  be  profitably  employed.  Population, 
however,  wiU  not  be  retarded ;  for  the  means  of 
subsistence  will  be  abundant,  inasmuch  as  the  labor 
of  one  man  will  afford  subsistence  for  twenty.  The 
surplus  population,  therefore,  in  a  simply  agricul- 
tural country,  would  become  idle  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  would  become  a  heavy  burden  upon 
the  laboring  classes.  Such  a  population  weakens 
a  country. 

People,  to  a  certain  extent,  so  far  as  they  can  be 
profitably  employed,  are  the  wealth  and  strength 
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of  a  nation.  This  opinion  is  not  at  all  impaired 
by  a  knowledge  that  an  oYerffrown  population  is 
the  greatest  scourge  that  faUs  upon  our  species. 
Every  State  must  oe  weak  and  languid,  until  it 
has  a  sufficient  population  to  till  all  the  good  lands, 
and  a  surplus  population,  which  must  ^so  be  pro- 
fitably employed,  and  which  will  want,  for  subsist- 
ence, all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  farmer  orer  and  , 
above  what  can  be  disposed  of  at  a  foreign  market. 
To  effect  this,  commerce  and  manufactures  must  be 
encouraged,  but  especially  the  latter,  which  may, 
in  time,  afford  to  tne  farmer  a  steady  home  market 
for  his  produce,  to  an  extent  which  baffles  calcu- 
lation, ^he  foreign  market  must  always  be  com- 
paratively insignificant;  it  is  alwajrs  precarious, 
and  often  ruinous.  But  we  have  discovered  that 
the  foreign  demand  for  our  produce  is  limited 
and  stationarv,  while  our  means  of  producing  is 
without  bounas. 

The  population  of  Europe  is  nearly  stationary, 
whilst  our  population  doubles  once  in  twenty-five 
years;  and  for  this  reason  the  rules  of  political 
arithmetic,  which  apply  to  the  one  do  not  apply 
to  the  other. 

The  time  was  when  all  the  subjects  of  these 
once  colonies  could  be  profitablv  employed  in  agri- 
culture; for  Europe  wanted  ot  us  more  than  we 
could  produce.  But  that  time  has  lon^  since  pass- 
ed, and  Pennsylvania  alone  can  now  five  a  greater 
surplus  of  agricultural  produce  than  all  the  colonies 
could  ffive  a  century  ago ;  while  the  foreisn  de- 
mand for  such  produce  nas  not,  and  probably  will 
not  increase,  except  for  very  short  periods,  and  in 
a  way  to  produce  but  little  permanent  advantage 
to  our  country. 

If  we  remain  simply  an  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial nation,  of  what  advantage  to  us  will  be 
the  immense  surplus  produce  of  our  soil  without  a 
market?  The  farmer  may  see  his  bams  and  gran- 
aries filled  with  the  bounties  of  Heaven,  to  perish 
on  his  hands.  Such  scenes  are  frequent  m  the 
western  country,  where  we  see  misery  in  the  midst 
of  j^enty.  I  have  travelled  but  little  to  the  west 
of  this  place,  but  enough  to  convince  me  that  buying 
cheap  goods  of  forei^  manufacture  there,  is  much 
more  ruinous  to  the  mhabitants  than  in  States  near 
our  great  seaports,  where  there  will  alwavs  be 
some  demand  for  tne  produce  of  the  soil.  Tne  ex- 
pense of  transporting  dry  goods,  by  land,  one  or 
two  hundred  miles,  is  very  trifiinp;,  while  tne  value 
of  the  bulky  and  heavy  produce  oithe  farmer  would 
not  pay  the  expense  of  such  transportation.  I  have 
seen  the  stores  of  Harrisburg,  Carlisle,  Shippens- 
bur^,  Bedford,  and  Pittsburg,  filled  with  India  and 
British  drv  goods,  and  selling  at  rates  as  cheap  as 
thev  could  be  retailed  for  in  Philadelphia.  People 
win  purchase  such  goods,  while  they  ha veh  money 
or  credit.  Their  produce,  if  taken  in  exchange, 
must  be  at  such  reduced  prices  as  to  be  extremely 
oppressive  to  the  farmer. 

If  the  farmer  could  compress  his  produce,  of  the 
value  of  a  thousand  dollars,  into  the  compass  of  a 
bale  of  cotton,  and  reduce  it  to  the  same  weijght, 
then,  indeed,  he  might  exchange  it  for  British 
goods;  but  his  produce  will  not  bear  the  expense 
of  transportation,  while  dry  goods  seem  to  fly  upon 


the  wings  of  the  wind.  Suppose  those  goods  to 
have  been  manufactured  in  tne  towns  where  they 
were  sold,  the  manufacturers  would  have  wanted 
the  produce  of  the  farmer;  a  fair  exchange,  mutu- 
ally beneficial  to  the  parties,  would  have  taken 
place,  by  which  the  strength,  riches,  and  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  would  have  been  greatly  pro- 
moted. If  these  towns,  with  the  surrounding 
country,  and  all  other  places  similarly  situated, 
should  have  all  their  goods  manufactured  by  arti- 
sans residing  among  them,  taking  their  produce 
in  exchange,  and  affording  them  a  permanent  and 
domestic  market,  it  would  tend  more  to  their  ad- 
vantage, their  riches,  strength,  prosperity,  and 
happiness,  than  if  those  goods  were  manufactured 
in  England  or  India,  and  presented  to  them 
gratis. 

No  nation  can  be  sm^  ^X  agriculture  alone, 
because  a  small  popmation  can  till  all  the  good 
soil.  No  nation  can  be  permanently  great  by 
commerce  or  manufactures  alone,  because  their 
prosperity  depends  more  upon  foreign  nations  than 
upon  their  own  industry  or  enterprise — a  depend- 
ence always  precarious,  and  not  to  be  relied  upon. 
A  nation  may  be  great  and  independent  by  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  and  the  domestic  trade 
incident  to  such  a  state;  but,  if  foreign  commerce 
be  added,  it  gives  strength  and  activity  to  the 
whole,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  wealth,  prosperity, 
and  happiness  of  a  nation.  All  must  be  combined 
to  prouuce  the  best  effect. 

The  establishment  of  manufactures  in  this  coun- 
try will  open  a  boundless  field  for  the  enterprise  of 
our  citizens,  and,  next  to  agriculture,  wul  most 
effectually  promote  the  general  prosperity.  The  ex- 
perience of^the  last  war  has  proved  that,  wherever 
manufactures  were  established,  there  agriculture 
has  flourished ;  their  interests  are  identified.  They 
conjointly,  with  one  voice,  ask  you  to  protect 
manufactures.  That  call  will  not  cease  while  the 
cause  of  it  continues,  and  that  it  will  do  while  the 
merchant  inundates  our  country  With  British  and 
India  goods,  which  he  can  do  under  our  present 
tariff  while  an  overgrown  population  in  England 
and  India  work  for  a  bare  subsistence — a  simsbt- 
ence  so  scanty  as  to  require  the  nicest  calculation 
to  escape  the  norrors  of  famine.  If  our  population 
were  ^uced  to  the  same  dbtress,  by  tne  same 
cause,  neither  English  nor  India  goods  would  be 
sent  to  our  market.  Heaven  forbid  that  our  mana- 
factures  should  ever  prosper  from  such  a  cause, 
or  that  our  Government  should  seek  to  derire 
advantage  from  the  distress  and  misery  of  the 
people! 

The  English  Government,  in  acquiring  national 
wealth,  vrith  little  r^ard  to  humanity,  it  is  true, 
discover  a  degree  of  sagacity  not  witnessed  in  any 
other  nation.  The  very  wretchedness,  poverty, 
and  distress  of  her  people,  are  made  the  means  of 
wealth,  by  enabling  her  to  levy  contributions  on 
the  rest  ol  the  world,  by  means  of  her  manufac- 
tures. The  wretch  who  works  for  six  pence  a 
day,  affords  a  profit  to  his  employer,  and  he  to  the 
merchant  and  shipper:  and,  all  together,  afford  an 
abundant  source  of  revenue  to  the  Qoremmeat 
The  advantages  which  England  derives  from  the 
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eoverty  and  distress  of  her  subjects,  strengtliened 
y  her  laws  of  selfish  policy,  we  must  counteract 
by  laws  which  will  afiord  a  protection  to  laborers 
as  well  as  their  employes;  our  laborers  must  have 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services.  This 
is  the  dictate  as  well  of  policy  as  of  humanity. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  population  is  too  sparse 
to  admit  of  manufactures.  This  is  a  great  error, 
so  far  as  respects  manufacturinfr  for  ourselves.  In 
the  interior  of  the  country,  agnculture  and  manu- 
factures should  be  cotemporaneous — should  go  hand 
in  hand;  in  the  Atlantic  States  agriculture  may 
precede  manufactures ;  but  as  soon  as  there  is  a 
surplus  population  over  and  above  what  are  re- 
quired for  tilline  the  best  lands,  it  is  a  decisive  in- 
dication that  tne  interest  of  the  country  requires 
an  immediate  application  to  manufactures.  Our 
customs  are  a  convenient  source  of  revenue  in  time 
of  peace,  but  fail  us  in  time  of  war,  when  most 
wanted.  An  immediate  transition  from  duties  on 
goods  to  a  direct  tax,  for  a  large  portion  of  our 
revenue,  must  at  all  times  be  felt  as  a  severe  in- 
convenience. A  system  of  excise,  in  time  of  war. 
could  easily  be  adopted,  and  the  duties  collectea 
last  war  on  donnestic  manufactures  prove  what 
might  be  done  in  future,  if  those  manufactures 
should  be  encouraged. 

The  revival  of  manufactures  would  put  into  ac- 
tive operation  millions  of  capital,  and  it  would 
give  employment  to  thousands  of  laborers  who  are 
now  idle.  The  busy  sc^es  of  1813.  1814,  and 
1815,  would  revive.    All  hands  would  find  em- 

eoymenti  industry  its  reward;  prosperity  and 
ippiness  would  again  return ;  our  imports  would 
decrease;  we  should  recover  from  our  ruinous 
trade  with  Great  Britain  and  India,  the  chief  cause 
of  our  present  distress.  The  balance  of  trade 
agaiast  us,  with  England  alone,  should  convince 
us  that  our  policy,  with  rmrd  to  manufactures, 
has  been  radically  wrong.  The  aggregate  balance 
of  trade  against  us  with  that  nation,  from  th^  year 
1795  to  the  present  time,  is  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  of  dollars. 

I  hope  ana  trust  we  may  see  the  day  when  we 
shall  reciprocate  on  the  Europ^in  nations  the  ex- 
clusive regulations  which  they  rigidly  observe  with 
remct  to  us;  that  we  shall  be  truly  national,  not 
only  as  it  respects  our  navigation,  shipping,  and 
commerce,  but  our  manufactures. 

Some  gentlemen  are  the  professed  enemies  of 
manufacturing  establishment^  and  attribute  to 
them  all  the  vices  and  miseries  which^  in  Eng- 
land, result  from  an  overgrown  population.  The 
arguments  of  such  gentlemen  can  be  fkirly  met. 
But  the  manufacturing  estaUishments  are  in  more 
danffer  from  some  of  meir  professed  friends,  who 
wish  them  well,  hope  they  will  go  on  and  succeed, 
bat  will  do  nothing  for  their  protection*  And 
why?  Sir,  the  struggles  of  our  manufacturers, 
unprotected,  keep  down  the  price  of  ipods  in  the 
market,  to  the  great  accommodation  oi  such  friends 
to  manufacturers.  Had  our  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments been  abandoned  in  1816,  goods  would 
BOW  be  twenty  per  centum  higher  in  our  market 
The  manu&cturers  of  bar  iron  have  been  pressed 
to  the  earth  in  their  struggles  to  participate  in  our 


market ;  but  had  they  abandoned  their  works  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  consented  to  be  ruined  at 
once,  rather  than  by  piece-meal, .  bar  iron  would 
now  be  selling  in  Pniladelphia  and  New  York  at 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  ton.  It  is  not 
at  all  surprising  that  domestic  manufactures  should 
have  friends  of  this  character. 
^  But,  sir^  the  manufacturers  feel  indignant  at  the 
situation  m  which  they  are  placed  and  the  pur- 
poses to  which  they  are  made  subservient ;  and  the 
people  of  all  classes  around  them,  and  who  have 
intercourse  with  them,  partake  of  the  same  sen- 
timent. Wherever  those  establishments  are  made, 
the  people  speak  to  you  with  united  voice.  They 
speak  by  their  petitions  and  remonstrances,  with 
which  your  table  is  loaded ;  they  speak  to  you  by 
their  Legislatures;  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Ohio,  are  nearly  unanimous ;  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  Vermont,  Biaryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  in  favor  of  giving  fur- 
ther protection  to  our  manufactures.  Three  or 
four  millions  of  people  ask  you  for  this  protection ; 
and  shall  they  not  be  heard'?  Shall  an  applica- 
tion of  such  weiffht  and  importance  be  evaded  by 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement?  Do  gen- 
tlemen flatter  themselves  that  this  press  can  be 
thus  arrested ;  that  it  is  a  cloud  that  will  pass  over 
without  poroducing  an  efieet  ?  They  deceive  them- 
selves. From  the  time  that  Mr.  DaUas  gave  us 
his  estimate  of  a  tarifi",  upon  a  scale  much  too  low 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  from  the  time 
that  Congress  adopted  the  piresent  tariff^  but  up<Mi 
a  scale  much  below  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Dallas, 
an  interest  in  favor  of  domestic  industry  has  taken 
deep  root,  and  that  so  extensively  as  not  now  to 
to  be  eradicated.  The  press,  if  now  evaded,  will 
return  with  redoubled  force,  and,  sooner  or^  later, 
must  be  attended  with  success. 

Gentlemen  who  act  as  protectors  of  interests 
which,  in  their  opinion,  come  in  conflict  with  the 
measures  for  encouraging  domestic  manufactures, 
would  consult  their  true  policy  by  meeting  this 
bill,  such  as  it  may  be  modified,  with  the  spirit  of 
conciliation  and  accommodation.  Without  yield- 
ing any  e^ential  point  on  their  part,  the  ouestion 
may  now  be  put  at  rest,  a^id  save  those  whose  in- 
terests are  thus  defended,  from  regretting,  at  some" 
future  time,  that  their  friends  luive  served  them 
with  more  zeal  than  prudence. 

Mr.  BqRRiLL  followed  on  the  same  side,  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  in  defence  of  the  biU, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Babbodr,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that  he  would  not  occupy  Ihe 
time  of  the  Senate  by  multiplying  professions  of 
his  intention  to  confine  his  observations  exclusivelv 
to  the  motion  of  postponement,  and  to  avoid  afl 
remarks  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill,  because  he  was 
warned  by  the  respectable  examples  of  those  who 
had  preceded  him  on  both  sides,  of  the  extreme 
diflElculty  of  adhering  to  such  a  determination.  It 
was,  however,  certainly  his  present  purpose  to 
limit  himself  rigorously  to  the  single  question,  and, 
consequently,  not  to  controvert,  at  large,  the  ar- 
gument of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode 
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Islaad,  (to  many  positions  of  which  he  assented.) 
or  to  support  to  their  extent  those  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Virginia,  to  some  of  which  he  might 
not  ^ee.  No  person  was  more  friendly  than 
himself  to  the  prosperity  of  manufactures,  or  better 
disposed  to  afibrd  them  a  reasonable  protection, 
consistent  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
community.  He  admitted,  that  they  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  an  important  integer  in  the  statistical 
establishments  of  this  country,  and  allowed  to  his 
honorable  friend  from  Rhode  Island  the  benefit  and 
justice  of  all  his  observations,  which  were  applied 
to  iUustiate  the  truth  of  the  mcts,  not  only  that  a 
prosperous  state  of  manufactures  contributed  to  the 
advance  of  agricultural  improvement,  but  that  it 
w«»  among  the  characteristics  of  every  great  and 
iourishinff  nation.  If,  then,  the  propoKd  object 
of  the  bilTwas  nothing  more  than  to  provide  for  a 
reasonable  and  measured  encouragement  to  certain 
msnufactnres,  for  the  prosecution  of  which  the 
countrjr  had  already  shown  a  capacity,  and  to  this 
end  an  increase  of  duties  had  been  proposed  on  such 
imported  goods  as  met  them  in  the  market  with 
a  competition  which  they  could  not  withstand, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty,  and  should  cheerfuUv 
perform  it,  to  examine  the  details  of  such  a  bill, 
and  to  decide  u^n  it  with  the  best  information 
and  knowledge  in  his  power.  But  this  was  not 
the  simple  aim  of  the  authors  and  framers  and 
principal  supporters  of  this  bill.  They  did  not 
disguise  their  object^  which  was  to  make  this  the 
foundation  of  a  radical  change  in  the  lon^  estab- 
lished policy  of  the  commercial  and  financial  sys- 
tems of  the  nation  \  to  make  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  various  departments  of  the  national  industry, 
and  in  the  distrioution  of  its  capital ;  to  divert  that 
capital,  by  artificial  means,  into  a  new  current : 
to  enact  tne  existence  of  new  manufactures,  as  well 
as  to  support  the  old  ones ;  in  a  word,  he  said,  it 
was  the  design  of  the  bill  to  give  the  sanction  of 
the  nation  to  the  continental,  or  exclusive  system, 
80  calleMl  and  institute  a  new  era  in  our  public  af- 
fairs. The  estimated  difference,  he  said,  between 
the  product  of  the  present  and  proposed  duties  was 
from  five  to  six  millions.  It  was,  then,  evident, 
that,  either  the  consumption  of  imported  merchan- 
dise in  the  country  must  be  diminished,  and  thusa 
deficit  be  made  in  the  revenue  from  tne  customs, 
or  the  additional  amount  must  operate  as  a  tax 
unon  the  whole  nation  for  the  protection  of  man- 
ufactures. He  did  not  mean,  on  this  question,  to 
arraign  the  wisdom  of  this  policy,  or  to  deny  that 
the  nation  would  be,  and  ought  to  be,  willing  to 
incur  this  burden.  All  he  contended  for  was,  that 
they  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  being  con- 
sulted, and  of  beinff  heard.  The  system  might  be 
a  salutary  reform,  but  it  was  of  immense  import- 
ance, pr^nant  with  a  train  of  consequences  de- 
manding ^reat  consideration  and  foresight. 

The  bill  was  a  manifesto  of  the  disposition  of  a 
committee,  and  of  one  branch  of  the  Liegislature, 
to  listen  to  the  claim  of  the  manufacturers,  for  a 
bounty  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  outset.  Let 
the  other  classes  of  community,  the  farmer,  the 
merchant,  and  (the  useftd  body  of  men  connected 
with  all  others)  the  mechanics,  be  heard  upon  the 


question,  before  an  irrevocable  sanction  was  given 
to  the  system. 

It  is  vain  to  arsue,  that  the  people  have  had  suf- 
ficient notice  of  the  proposed  measure,  and  cannot 
be  taken  by  surprise.  It  had  been  said,  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  preceded  him, 
(Mr.  Burrill)  that  the  memorials  on  the  table 
trom  various  quartan  and  from  Legislative  bodies, 
exhibited  a  strong  and  generally  prevalent  sensation 
in  favor  of  promoting  domestic  manufactures,  and 
that  the  public  mind  was  ripe  for  a  decision  cor- 
responding with  these  indications.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  contravene  the  fact  of  a  prevailing  par- 
tiality to  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  It 
existed  everywhere,  and  he  rejoiced  to  see  it.  It 
pervaded,  as  he  believed,  the  walls  of  that  Senate, 
and  he  presumed  that  every  individual  within 
them  would  admit  its  influence.  But  the  point  to 
be  ascertained  is.  the  degree  to  which  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  country  permit  that  partiality 
to  be  indulged.  It  is  very  easy  to  obtain  from 
private  and  public  societies,  and  from  legrislative 
assemblies,  strong  resolutions  and  emphatical  as- 
surances, in  favor  of  manufactures.  But  abstract 
opinions,  and  the  expressions  of  public  sentiment 
and  encouragement  of  this  species  of  industry,  do 
not  warrant  the  inference  that  those  bv  whom  thev 
are  entertained  or  uttered,  are  reaay  to  go  all 
lengths  themselves,  or  mean  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  should  displace,  by  sudden  legis- 
lation, all  the  relations  of  society.  If  the  Legisia- 
turte,  whose  resolutions  are  cited,  had  been  apprized 
of  the  ground  covered  bv  this  bill,  and  of  the  sum 
of  money  that  must  be  levied  upon  the  consumers 
of  foreign  goods,  to  give  it  efiect,  it  b  not  at  all 
apparent  that  they  would  have  consented  to  such 
an  amplitudeof  construction .  They  would,  perhaps, 
say.  to  the  manufacturers,  ''  when  we  give  you  an 
incn,  you  take  an  ell."  Whence  can  we  &irly 
collect  the  true  intent  of  these  l^^lative  proceed- 
ings better  than  from  a  reference  to  what  has  taken 
I^ace  on  former  occasions?  Previously  to  the  re- 
vision of  the  last  tariff,  great  efforts  were  made  by 
the  manufacturing  interest  to  obtain  protecting 
duties,  and  a  most  able  and  elaborate  report  was 
made  in  their  favor.  But  how  did  it  conclude? 
Merely  with  two  resolutions,  one  in  favor  of  im- 
posing additional  duties  upon  cotton  goods,  the 
other  a  similar  duty  on  woollen  goods.  Here,  then, 
is  probably  the  true  exponent  of  the  meaning  and 
wish  of  the  people  and  their  Le^slatures,  namely  : 
that  some  moderate  augmentation  should  be  made 
of  the  duties  upon  these,  and  upon  any  other  man- 
ufactures which  are  languishing  merely  through 
want  of  such  aid;  at  least  it  is  erring  on  the  safe 
side,  to  presume  that  they  did  not  wish  Congress 
to  go  further  at  first. 

For  a  measure  of  this  description,  embraced  in 
the  ordinary  routine  of  legislative  duty,  he  was 
prepared.  But  he  required  time  to  understand  and 
mature  his  views,  and  to  know  the  sense  of  his 
constituents  upon  the  very  comprehensive  biU  be- 
fore the  Senate.  Gentlemen  of  great  and  lumi- 
nous minds,  who  saw  through  all  things  at  a 
glance,  might  wonder  at  his  dumess,  but  he  doubted 
whether  he  was  alone,  or  ought  to  take  much 
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shame  to  himseif.  He  regarded  the  inquiry  as  in- 
roWmg  the  most  important  and  complicated  prin- 
ples  of  the  most  difficult  science — apolitical  econ- 
omy— principles  which  had  divided  the  opinions 
of  the  greatest  men,  and  agitated  the  counsels  of 
the  wisest  nations.  On  one  side  have  been  ranged 
the  economists  and  cyclopedists  of  the  Continent, 
and  on  the  other  the  disciples  of  the  celebratea 
Adam  Smith.  The  former  contending  for  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  agricultural  and  exclusive 
s]^stem,  and  the  latter  portra)ring  the  alnurdity  and 
viciousness  of  bounties,  duties,  prohibitions,  and 
restraints  upon  industry,  in  all  or  any  of  its  many 
branches.  The  judgment  of  the  lugnest  tribunals 
of  literature,  ana  of  the  most  enlightened  states- 
men, appeared  to  have  been  irreversiUy  rendered 
in  favor  of  the  system  of  Smith.  But  of  late  the 
controversy  is  renewed.  The  champions  in  favor 
of  free  traae  and  the  rights  of  all  classes,  are  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Say,  Mr.  Ricardo,  and  several  oth- 
ers of  the  Smith  school,  though  not  implicitly 
adopting  all  his  maxims.  WhOe  Chaptal,  a  name 
of  great  celebrity,  has  placed  himself  m  the  van  of 
a  new  group  of  scientific  persons,  who,  if  they  do 
not  maintain  the  abstract  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  exclusive  system  in  its  full  extent, 
stickle  with  great  zeal  m  favor  of  its  practical 
necessity,  in  order  to  countervail  the  restrictive 
regulations  of  Dther  nations.  Possibly  this  neces- 
sity mav  be  found  to  exist  in  this  country.  He 
inclinea  to  the  opinion^  that  it  would  prove,  to  a 
certain  extent,  imperative  upon  us,  and  that  the 
liberal  character  of  our  commercial  system  might 
be  forced  to  yield  to  the  selfish  and  jealous  sys- 
tems and  codes  of  other  nations.  But  a  departure 
from  our  policy  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without 
great  deliberation,  and  should  be  at  first  gradual 
and  experimental.  Between  these  conflicting 
schemes  of  political  economy.  Congress,  by  this 
biU,  would  be  called  upon  to  decide  at  this  mo- 
ment ;  and  it  mi^rht  be  supposed,  without  the  least 
disrespect,  that  tbey  wtre  not  prepared  to  deter- 
mine so  momentous  a  controversy,  which  could  not 
have  been  fbreseen  when  they  came  together.  He 
further  contended  that  it  was  always  dangerous  to 
legislate  under  the  influence  of  sudden  impulses 
and  strong  excitemetits,  prevailing  in  any  portion 
of  the  community.  Manufacturing  estabiisnments 
had  suffered  much  throughout  the  country,  tibough 
in  very  different  degrees,  and.  in  many  Instances, 
had  gone  to  decay.  And  sucn  is  the  propensity  of 
the  human  heart  to  refer  all  -calamity  to  whatever 
s^pears  to  be  the  approximate  cause;  that  those 
interested  in  manufacHves  imputed  their  ruin  ex- 
clusively to  the  want  of  protecting  duties,  and  had 
persuaded  others  to  ascrioe  the  general  distress  of 
the  times  to  the  declension  of  manufactures^ 

On  this  subject  he  felt  that,  for  himself,  much 
information  was  needed.  He  was  desirous  of  time 
to  ascertain  in  what  degree  the  decline  of  manu- 
fiictares  had  been  accelerated  by  other  causes.  In 
some  instances,  perhaps,  there  iiad  been  an  origi- 
nal want  of  capital,  and  they  grew  up  out  of  me 
credits  of  banks  not  more  substantial  than  them- 
selves. In  other  instances,  there  may  have  been 
want  of  skill,  or  a  defective  economy.    Some  have 


been  distanced  by  the  improved  machinery  of  their 
neighbors,  and  not  a  few,  probably,  had^ne  down 
through  the  misfortune  of  being  originally  joint 
«tock  companies,  placed  under  the  superintendence 
of  an  agent  interested  only  in  obtaining  his  sti- 
pend, and  managed  without  the  close  and  methodi- 
cal arrangement,  which,  under  the  master's  eye, 
secures  the  little  savings  and  steady  thrift,  which 
are  vital  to  such  institutions.  Besides  the  knowl- 
edge so  desirable  on  these  points,  he  wanted  infor- 
mation concerning  the  efficacy  of  the  last  proteet- 
ine  duties  on  cotton  and  iron.  He  would  oe  glad 
to  learn  the  effect  of  the  last  tariff  on  the  boj^-ore 
of  New  Jersey  as  well  as  on  other  iron  regions ; 
and  if  that  encouragement  had  not  proved  suffi- 
cient, he  should  be  curious  to  see  the  calculations 
whereon  were  founded  the  assurance  that  the  ad- 
ditional provisions  of  this  bill  would  secure  the 
desired  success.  It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  to 
glance  at  diese  considerations,  whicn  formed  only 
a  portion  of  those  of  which  a  complete  and  intel- 
ligent estimation  was  reouisite,  to  enable  Congress 
to  act  with  safety  to  themselves  and  justice  to 
their  constituents.  Nothing  further  was  incum- 
bent on  the  supporters  of  the  motion  than  to  show 
that  the  proposed  measure  was  of  doubtful  adran- 
tage,  for  the  danger  of  acting  lay  entirely  in  one 
way.  Should  the  bill  be  passed,  whatever  may  be 
its  effect  upon  the  revenue,  or  its  reception  by  the 
country,  it  cannot  be  repealed  without  a  breach  of 
the  puolic  faith.  It  will  be  regarded  as  the  foun- 
dation of  a  permanent  structure,  and  as  a  pledge 
that  the  manufacturing  interest  snaU  be  support^, 
whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice  and  expense.  Re- 
posing upon  this  security,  capital  wul  be  with- 
drawn from  other  employment,  and  invested  in  the 
fabrications  of  industry,  and  in  machinery  of  im- 
mense value.  The  claims  to  protection,  which  are 
n6w  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  you,  will  become 
irresistible,  and  considered  justly  as  springing  from 
your  deliberate  patronage;  and,  if  enough  shall 
not  have  been  done,  you  must  persevere,  and  do 
more,  otherwise  a  fearful  ruin  will  indeed  over- 
whelm those  who  will  have  trusted  to  your  prof- 
fered bounty.  The  step  which  we  are  about  to 
take,  therefore,  will  be  one  which  admits  not  of 
receding,  under  any  circumstances ;  nor,  indeed,  of 
halting,  if  it  turns  out  to  be  inadequate  to  the  at- 
tainment of  its  object.  To  return  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,  is  a  pririlege  which  nations  cannot 
always  exercise  witn  impunity,  nor  without  greater 
error  than  that  which  they  attempt  to  repair. 
Great  Britain  and  France^  and  other  nations,  are 
chained  to  the  manufacturing  systems,  and  must, 
at  all  hazards,  maintain  their  interests,  what^fver 
may  be  the  imperfections  and  inconveniences  re- 
sulting from  them.  Before  the  United  States  en- 
ters into  such  a  compact^  imposins  the  high  and 
perpcftual  obligations  which  it  implicitly  involves. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  require  a  pause  of  a  few 
months  to  enable  them  to  survey,  on  all  sides,  its 
tendency  and  effects.  While,  on  the  one  hand^  a 
precipitate  legislation  would  be  accompanied  with 
danger,  and  might  afford  subject  for  unavailing 
regret,  no  conceivable  injury  can  arise  from  a 
more  cautious  procedure.    It  the  system  is  des- 
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lined  to  receive  the  steady  support  of  public  opin- 
ion, thiswiU  be  manifested,  by  the  next  session,  in 
a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken.  The  enthusiasm,  if 
the  offspring  of  the  true  faith,  will  not  be  chilled 
by  delay.  Popular  creeds,  whether  religious  or 
political,  gather  streng^  from  opposition. 

The  honorable  genUeman  from  New  Jersey  has 
admitted  his  persuasion  that  the  proselytes  will  in- 
crease, and  has  admonished  us  (mdeea,  he  had  al- 
most said  menaced,  but  that  gentleman's  urbanity 
forbids  that  construction,)  wX  the  voice  of  the 
people  will  comi)el  Congress  to  adopt  the  systan. 
That  consideration  ought  of  itself  to  reconcile 
that  gentleman,  and  all  others,  to  wait,  so  that 
when  it  shall  be  established,  it  may  rest  upon  the 
sure  basis  of  a  well  settled  public  opinion  in  its  favor. 
There  would  then  be  no  pretext  for  changing  and 
rescinding  the  measure,  on  the  ground  of  surprise: 
none  for  imputing  to  its  friends  their  having  taken 
an  undue  aavantage  of  the  agitation  of  the  times. 
There  was,  he  said,  a  great  uneasinesspervading  the 
whole  country — a  sickening  swell  of  the  wavesafter 
a  long  temp^t  He  doubted  not  that,  in  a  short 
time,  the  violence  of  the  undulation  would  cease; 
that  the  waters  would  subside,  and  the  ark  rest  in 
safety  on  Ararat 

Gentlemen  were  indeed  extremely  mistaken,  who 
could  consider  that  a  change  in  the  tariff,  so  radi- 
cal and  thorough  as  is  now  proposed,  was  to  be 
rated  among  the  familiar  acts  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion. It  was,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  most  re- 
sponsible and  arduous  duties  to  which  their  atten- 
tion could  be  called.  Nothing  can  be  more  fatal 
to  the  prosperity  of  a  country  than  the  disturbance 
occasioned  to  tne  different  departments  of  industry 
and  employment  of  stock,  by  frequent  variations 
in  its  financial  projects.  Uncertainty  and  want 
of  confidence  in  the  pursuit  of  every  calling,  are 
the  constant  associates  of  such  a  policy.  And, 
consequently,  success  is  to  be  expected  in  none. 
The  act  in  contemplation  will  afiect  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  community,  and  unless  they  can 
have  timely  warning,  must  affect  most  of  them 
perniciously.  Give  tnem  time  to  adjust  their  con- 
cerns to  the  new  posture  which  they  will  be  obliged 
to  assume. 

He  had  thus  endeavored  to  execute  his  purpose 
of  confining  himself  to  the  single  ouestion  before 
the  Senate.  If  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill  should  be  forced  upon  them,  some  very 
important  and  novel  inquiries  would  be  found  to 
arise  from  the  constitution  of  this  country,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  found 
that,  without  a  power  under  certain  circumstances, 
to  prohibit  or  lay  duties  upon  exports,  manufac- 
turers, when  they  shall  be<^me  extremely  numer- 
ous and  congregated  in  particular  spots,  mi^ht  be 
exposed  to  pecmiar  distress.  A  sudden  rise  m  the 
European  market,  of  the  produce  of  the  field,  might 
expose  them  and  their  employers  to  calamities,  for 
which  no  remedy  or  mitigation  could  be  found. 
It  n^^ht  also  appear,  that  other  peculiarities  in  our 
aituation  and  the  extent  of  our  country,  would 
render  inapplicable  maxims  and  regulations  which 
others  have  adopted,  and  the  reverse  of  this  sugges- 
tion might  be  true.    The  state  of  the  rev^ue,  too, 


at  a  moment  when  all  the  data  of  calculation  were 
so  uncertain,  and  when  our  relations  to  a  forogn 
Power  might  be  materially  changed,  combined  to 
fortify  the  arguments  in  favor  oi  a  pos^onemcnt 
of  the  bill,  which  he  accordingly  hoped  would 
take  place. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  until  the  next  session  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YiAs-^MeMors.  Baiboar,  Brown,  Elliot,  GmiJlaid, 
Johnson  of  Lonisiana,  King  of  Alabsau,  Leake, 
IJoyd,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palaer,  Pleeeents, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor.  Thomas,  Walker  ef  Alabams, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  Willianu  of  Mississippi,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Tennessee — 2S. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickenon,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Keatncky, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowzie,  Noble, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Roggles,  Sanfoid,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 21. 

So  the  bill  was  postponed. 


Fridat,  May  5.- 

Mr.  Macon  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruoked^  That  anthority  ought  to  be  veeted  in  cIib 
Treasury  Department  to  examine  and  finally  settle 
all  such  equitable  claims  as  cannot»  aceoiding  to  tbs 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department,  be  now 

settled. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
President  and.  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  made  in  obedience  to  the  proyisions  of 
their  charter,  containing  a  statement  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  since  the  imxi  made  on 
the  31st  of  January,  1817;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  PuuBANTB,  fhmx  the  Committee  on  Nayal 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  preyent  the  commanders  and  other  offi- 
cers in  the  nayal  seryice  of  the  United  States  from 
accepting  of  any  present  or  emolument  of  any 
kind  whateyer,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign 
State,  and  for  other  purposes,''  rqxxrted  the  same 
without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Plbasamts,  the  Conunittee 
on  Nayal  Affiurs.  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Sally  Jackson,  of  Portsmouth,  NewHamiK 
shire,  and  also  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tM 
Nayy,  with  the  statements  of  the  contracts  made 
by  tne  Nayy  Commissioners,  were  discharged 
from  the  furtner  consideration  uereof  respectiydy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsbt,  the  C<Hnmittee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Hawley,  of  New  Yoik ;  and, 
also,  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  whether  any  legal  proyisions  be  neces- 
sary to  proyide  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
courts  of^said  District  and  of  Washington  county, 
and  for  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  that  court,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
reroectiyely. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lean- 
der  Cathcart  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment 
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of  commissioiiers  to  lay  out  the  road  and  canals 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 
The  bill  entitled  <'Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Thoi». 

C.  Withers,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of 
John  ulark,  deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  ^ct  for  the  relief  of  Beck 
and  Harvey"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ben^t  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,  established  for  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  rielief  of  John 

D.  Carter"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  biU  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Baxter,  late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment 
of  New  York  volunteers,"  was  read  a  thircT  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jdseph 
Bruce"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bai  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Converse  and  George  Miller"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  John  Heaps"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certain 
copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution  was  read  a  third  ti^ne^ 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
S.  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  jr.,  administrators 
of  Winiam  Jones,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  General  J^mes  Wilkinson;", 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Susannah 
Stewart ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts 
heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

-  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-mony)w. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence*  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  Committee  bf  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois;  and,  on  motioh  bv  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  Ull  for  the  relief 
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of  paymasters  of  the  United  Statto  Army ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  courts 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  un,  and, 
having  been  amended,  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day- 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
other  House  to  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the 
Army  in  domestic  manufactures. 

On  motion,  the  first  and  second  amendments — 
providing,  first,  that  the  preference  shall  be  given 
to  domestic  fabrics,  if  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 
more  than  foreign ;  and,  secondly,  that  public  no- 
tice shall  be  given  of  the  supplies  wanted,  were 
disagreed  to ;  and  the  third  amendnient,  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  Marine  Corps,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabanuu  the  Smate 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  other  House  to  the 
ball  establishing  additional  land  offices  in  Ala- 
bama, and  havinff  spent  some  time  thereon,  the 
bill  was  postponed  until  Monday. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Ilhnois.  who  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  district;  for  tne  relief  of 
Angus  O.  Fraser ;  to  annex  certain  lands  within 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  district  of  De- 
troit ;  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  Union ;  were  severally  iur^ 
ther  considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
the  last  named  with  the  amendments  heretofore 
stated. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Gnerlain  was 
also*  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  disbursing 
and  other  officers  of  the  (government ;  and,  the 
bill  having  been  further  amended-^^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  rehd  a  third  time, and  decided  in' 
the  amrmative,  as  follows : 

TiAf — Messrs.  Barbour,  Borrill,  Dana,  Blckerson, 
fiatOD,  Elliot,  Qaillard,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Johnson  of 
Loainana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Low- 
rie,  Mscon,  Mellen,  Noble,  Ot}s,Pahner,  Roberts,  Ban- 
ford,  Smith,  Btokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  MiMbsippi,  and  WUson— 39. 

Nats— Measrs.  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  RagglM, 
and  Trimble-— 4; 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  -Monday. 


MoNUAT,  Ma^  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
first  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  theUnited  States 
m  domestic  manufactures,  and  for  other  purposes," 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads  j"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 


675 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS 


676 


Sbivate. 


liond  Ofices  in  Alabqma-^SeUkmint  of  Boundary. 


May,  18S0. 


ciai^,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 
Cardelli,  a  native  of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now 
a  resdde];it  of  the  city  of  Washington,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer 
of  t^  petitioner  be  not  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

On  naotion  of  Mr.  Wlu^iam a,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lan^s  were  discnarged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of 
Hyacinth  Bernard,  of  Rufus  Ea^on,  of  Thomas 
Hardmai^  of  Sarah  Macomb,  of  John  Dobson,  of 
Sismund  Basey,  of  John  Winton,  and  of  John 
Potter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thobias,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tillage  of  Peoria,  in  Illinois  ;  and,  having  been 
discussed  and  amended,  the  bUl  was  ordered  to  be 
en^09sed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  returned, 
viz;  The  bill  to  annex  oertam  lands  within  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  la^d  district  of  De- 
troit \  the  bill  for  tne  relief  of  Aenes  O.  Fraser ; 
the  IhU  foir  the  relief  of  certain  «ettTers  in  the  State 
of  lUiapis,  who  reside  in  the  land  di^rict  of  Via- 
cenAesj  toe  bill  to  amend  the  act  nroviding  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  (with 
amendments;)  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
H.  Guerlain. 

The  ^grossed  bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of 
certaiA  officers  was  also  read  the  third  ti^ie,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  atoendments  of  the  other 
House  to  the  bill  extenditig  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  agre^  to  all  of  them,  except 
that  which  strikes  out  of  the  charter  the  authorkty 
to  the  city  to  raise,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  money  for  certain 
purposes  by  wav  of  lotterv.  This  amendment  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Kimq  of  New  York,  and 
BuBRiLL,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hobssy,  and 
RQBSRT0,  and  was  disagreed  to— 16  to  10— «nd  a 
committee  of.  conference  apfxiinted  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  subject 

The  ibUowing  bills  from  the  other  House  suc^ 
cessively  underwent  examination  and  discussion 
in  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  severaUy- 
ondered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  viz :  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson ;  the  bill  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  (with  an  amendment,  making  thp 
bill  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary next;)  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  the 
redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain 
cases:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samu^  B.  Beall : 
the  bill  foe  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood ;  and  the  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of  land 
lying  withm  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in  Ohio. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Vassel  White,  were  di^harged  from  tne  further 
consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  Brady,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof 


LAND  OmCES  IN  ALABAMA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considenition  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  estaolish  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama.'*  The  first 
amendment  having  been  previously  disagreed  to, 
on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  of  tke  said 
amendments,  as  amended,  as  f(^ows: 

^  8sc.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enaded.  That,  for  the 
dispossl  of  •»  mQAh  of  toe  uoappropriatad  pohiic  land* 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  as  are  within  lbs  IbBowiog 
boundaries,  and  la  which  the  Indian  litis  is  oxtin- 
gvuhod,  tha  foUowiag  district  shall  be  fersed :  all  the 
poUie  lands  ••  albrsaaid,  to  whieh  the  Indian  title 
was  extinf nisbed»  by  the  IrealiM  fwrtndud  aft  8^ 
Maiy's  in  the  month  of  Oclob<r»  eight  •—  iMudied  and 
ei^tesaj  lying  b^Msesa  tins  ma^a  liaa  aapanstiag  the 
second  and  thirds  raogos,  wast  of  Iha  nactond  pfiacipal 
meridian ;  eataaded  north  <o  the  prosent  Indian hoand- 
vy,  and  the  range  line  sopaiating  the  JSM  and  siadk 
ranges,  east  of  the  second  principal  meridian ;  extaad- 
ed  north  to  the  present  Indian  bonndary ;  *  and  north 
of  a  line  separating  the  ninth  snd  tenth  t^era  of  tawn- 
ships  north  of  the  base  line ;'  shall  form  a  district,  fn 
which  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Browai- 
town:" 

It  was  determined  in  the. negative— yeas  7,  nays 
21,  as  foUows : 

YBAS--Messn.  Dickarson,  Edwards,  Nobla,  Rug- 
glea,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Trimble. 

NArs—Messm.  BnrrUl,  Eaton,  Elliot,  GaiUaid,  Hor- 
sey, King  of  Alabama.  Lanman,  Leake,  Logan,  Low- 
rie,  Macon,  Morril,  Parrott,  Pleasant^  Roberts,  Sanford, 
Stokes,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  WiUiams  of 
Miisisaippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

And  the  third  amendment  having  been  also  dis- 
agreed to,  and  the  other  amendments  being  agreed 
to,  it  was  resolved  that  the'  Senate  disagree  to  the 
fii^t,  second,  and  third  of  said  amendments,  and 
agpee  to  the  residue  thereof. 

BfiTTLEMENT  OF  BCKJN^ABT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  from  the  other  House,  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  between  the 
States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  dividing  line. 

Mr.  Eaton  mpved  to  amend  the  resolution  so 
as  to  extoid  the  approbation  of  Coi^ress  not  only 
to  this  compact,  but  "  to  such  compact  as  may  be 
agreed  on  between  said  States." 

Thi»  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Logaji, 
and  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Eaton  aad  Wil- 
liams, of  Tennessee,  on  the  ground  that  the  settle- 
ment riecommended  by  the  commissioners  had  not 
yet  been  acted  on  by  tne  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
though  it  had  been  bjr  that  of  Kentucky;  that  it 
was  not  certain  that  it,  would  be  ratified  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  former  Stat/e,  and  they  wished 
to  provide  for  any  agreement  which  might  be 
finally  concluded  betweei^  the  two  States.  The 
amendment  was  negatived;  when — 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  inde 
finite  postponement  of  the  resolution;  but  after- 
wards varied  h;$  motion  to  a  postponement  oatil 
to-morrow;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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ATLANTIC  CANALS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  (Mr.  Morril  in  the  chair,)  the  considera- 
tion or  the  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  eicamine  the  route  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal,  as  already  laid  out, 
and  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Delaware  to  tnose  of  the  Raritan. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Macon  opposed  the  bill  on 
principle,  and  at.  considerable  length.  The  biU, 
Its  constitutionality,  and  expediency,  were  sup- 
ported at  large  by  Messrs.  KiMo,  of  New  York, 
DiCKRRsoN,  and  Vaji  Dyke. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  its  postponement  to  the  next 
session:  which  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  11, 
nays  15. 

Jiir.  BoRKiLL  moved  to  insert  a  clause  providing 
also  for  a  aoryey  of  "  the  best  route  for  a  canal 
from  Nanffansett  Bay  to  Masnehusetts  Bay." 
This  maxesuasMentj  Mr.  B.  remarked,  was  not  offisred 
to  defeat  the  bttl,  but  the  object  was  as  essential  as 
anv  other  ta  preserve  the  line  of  inland  navigation : 
it  bad  been  often  thought  of,  and  would  abridge 
the  sea  voyage  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  any 
other  improvement  on  the  coast,  as  it  would  save 
the  lonff  voyage  around  the  great  promontory  of 
Cape  Cod. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  said  this  amendment  would 
present  directly  a  Constitutional  difficulty,  as  it 
mvolved  the  question  which  the  Executive  had 
expressed  his  opinion  on;  it  going  to  provide  for 
an  object  to  which  the  consent  ot  the  States  had 
not  been  given,  and  had  not  been  taken  up  by  a 
company,  &c. 

Mr.  QuRRiLL  replied  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  ars[ued  that  this  amendment  could  notpossi- 
bly  present  any  greater  Constitutional  difficulty 
than  any  other  feature  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  wished,  if  the 
bill  was  to  pass,  alao  to  offtr  some  amen/dments, 
the  bill  w«a  postponed  UAtil  UKiaorrow. 

TuEsoAT,  May  ^. 

Mr.  Roberts  g»ice  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brin|(  in  a  resolution  for  an 
allowance  for  «tra  services  to  assistants  to  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senale. 

2^.  DicKERBOHL  firom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce aad  Masuaotnres,*  to  whom  ¥fas  referred 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Haiey^  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals  reported  a  bill  authorizmg  the  repair  of  a 
sea-wail  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals;  and  the  same  was 
reaiL  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  DiCKBRflON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Herbert  Grant, 
made  a  repokt.  accompanied  by  a  resolution^  that 
the  petitioner  nave  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  givins 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  concluded 
between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  settlement  of  their  boundary  line$  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  WiLi.iAMe»  of  Tennessee,  it  was 
laid  on  the  taUe. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 
field  exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  further  cmisideration  thereof  was  post* 
poned  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  biU  to  aUew  die  heirs  of  WilUam  and  Eli- 
sha  Winter  to  file  a  petition  of  right  against  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendment! 
reported  thereto  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays--*yeas  SR^ 
nays  7,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Brewn,  Bnrrill,  Dans,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, OtiUard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kfaig 
of  Alatmins,  Lemke,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  MtUen, 
PlMSSQts,  Ssnford,  Smith,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, Williams  of  Mtasistippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats— Messrs.  Lanman,  Macon,  Morril,  Roberts, 
Rogglef,  Taylor,  and  Ticheaor. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  of  Pepria.  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  read 
a  third  time,  ana  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Qen* 
eral  James  Wilkinson"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
paincd- 

The  bill  entitled  '^Ajq  act  extending  the  time 
for  the  redemition  of  land  sold  Ux  direct  taxes  tn 
ceMvin  cases,"  #as  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel B.  BeaU^'  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha 
Flood''  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of  thirteen 
sections  of  land  lying  within  the  land  district  of 
Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  ^ead  a  third 
ttme,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
nuttee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
tiie  15th  ultimo,  the  bill  to  revive  the  pewers  of 
the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding 
OB  the  rights  of  persons  claiminff  I^nds  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  to  \m^  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
repeetcd  the  same  without  amendment 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideiation  of  the 
report  of  the  Comaoittee  on  the  Jadictanr^  to  whom 
was  refeited  the  petition  of  Peter  Cardelli,  a  native 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now  reaidoit  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  DrcKBRflONj'from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Bab- 
bitt, and  the  bill  wa:f  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  thd 
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Declaration  of  Ind^endence,  published  hj  John 
Binns ;  and,  on  motioti  by  Mr.  Mbllen,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  HoRSET  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  William 
Pancost,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  post- 
poned indefinitely ;  which  Mr.  H.  moved  and  ex- 
plained the  reasons  therefor,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  ike  Senate  of  the  United  State*  .• 

I  commuDicate  to  Congress  s  eorrespondence  which 
hss  taken  plsce  between  the  Secrettry  of  State  and 
the  Bnvoy  Extraordinaiy  and  Minister  PJenipotentiary 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  since  the  Message  of  the  27th 
March  last,  respecting  the  treaty  which  was  concluded 
between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain,  od  the  S2d 
February,  1819. 

After  the  failure  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  so  long 
a  time,  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  was  expected  that  this 
Minister  would  have  brought  with  him  the  ratification ; 
or,  that  be  would  have  been  authorized  to  give  an  order 
for  the  delivery  of  the  territory,  ceded  by  it,  to  the 
United  States.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  treaty  is 
still  unratified,  and  that  the  Minister  hss  no  suthority 
to  surrender  the  territory.  The  object  of  his  mission 
has  been  to  make  complaints,  and  to  demand  explana- 
tions, respecting  an  impnted  system  of  hostility,  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against 
the  subjects  and  dominions  of  Spain,  and  an  unfiriendly 
policy  in  their  Government,  and  to  obtain  new  aCtpn- 
lations  sgainst  these  alleged  injuries,  ss  the  condition 
on  which  the  treaty  shoiUd  be  ratified.    ■ 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a  demand 
were,  under  existing  drcumstancas,  it  was  thought 
proper  without  compromitting  th.e  Government,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  to  meet  them  promptly,  and 
to  give  the  explanations  that  were  desired,  on  every 
subject,  with  the  utmost  candor.  The  result  has 
proved,  what  was  sufiliciently  well  known  before,  that 
the  chsrge  of  a  systematic  hostility  being  adopted,  and 

Sursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
ominions  and  subjects  of  Spain,  is  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation ;  and  that  their  Government,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained,  with  the  utmost  rigor,  that 
neutrality,  in  the  civil  war  between  Spain  and  the 
colonies,  which  they  were  the  first  to  declare.  No 
force  hss  been  collected,  nor  incursions  made  from 
within  the  United  States,  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain  ;  nor  have  any  naval  equipments  been  permit- 
ted, in  favor  of  either  party,  against  the  other.  Their 
dtizens  have  been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident 
to  the  neutral  condition  of  theb  country ;  the  public 
officers  have  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
faithfully  executed;  and  aevere  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  them« 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United 
States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recognise  the  revolu- 
tionary colonies  in  South  America,  or  to  form  other 
relations  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  msy 
be  just  and  expedient  so  to  do,  it  is  manifestly  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  honor,  end  even  to  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
discuss  it.    In  msking  this  proposal,  it  is  perceived  | 


thst  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  entiraiy  miseoncetvcd 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  baa  ac^iod,  in 
being  a  party  to  a  negotiation  so  long  protracted,  for 
claims  so  well  founded  and  reasonable,  as  be  likewiie 
hss  the  sacrifices  which  the  United  States  hsTo  made, 
comparstively,  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to  which  it 
is  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinsry  and  improper  a 
condition. 


Had  the  Minister  of  Spain  ofiTered  mn  anqi 
pledge  that  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  by  his  Sover- 
eign, on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  explanations 
which  had  been  given  by  this  Government,  there 
would  have  been  a  strong  motive  for  aeeepCing  and 
submitting  it  to  the  Senate,  for  their  advice  and  con- 
sent, rather  than  to  resort  to  other  measures  for  re- 
dress, however  jnstifiable  and  proper;  but  he  gives  no 
such  pledge ;  on  the  contrary,  he  declares^  explidtly, 
that  the  refossl  of  this  Government  to  relinquish  the 
right  of  ju^ing  and  acting  for  itself,  beieallnr,  ac- 
cording to  drcumslances,  in  rsgard  to  the  Rfi«Hi 
colonies,  a  right  common  to  all  nations,  baa  rendered 
it  impossible  for  him,  under  his  instructions,  to  make 
such  engagement.  He  thinks  that  his  Sovereign  will 
be  induced,  by  hiscommunications,  to  rat^y  the  trea- 
ty ;  but  stiK  he  leaves  bim  free,  either  to  adopt  that 
measure  or  to  decline  it.  He  admits  that  the  other 
objections  are  essentially  removed,  and  will  not,  in 
themselves,  prevent  the  ratification,  provided  the  diffi- 
culty on  the  third  point  is  surmounted.  The  resah, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have  no  ob- 
ligation whatever ;  that  its  ratification  ia  made  to  de- 
pend, not  on  the  considerations  which  led  to  its  adop- 
tion, and  the  conditions  which  it  contains,  but  on  a 
new  article,  nnconnecfed  with  it,  respecting  which  a 
new  negotiation  must  be  opened,  of  indefinite  dnrstioo 
and  doubtful  issue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued would  appear  to  be  durect  and  obvious,  if  the 
afiairs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  the  state  in  which 
they  were  when  this  Minister  sailed.  Bat  it  is  known 
that  an  iraporUnt  change  has  since  uken  piaee  in  the 
Government  of  that  county,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
aensibly  felt  in  its  interconrse  with  other  nations. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  has  essentially  declared  his  in- 
ability to  act  in  consequence  of  that  change.  With 
him,  however,  under  hii  present  powers,  nothing  could 
be  done.  The  attitude  of  the  United  States  must  now 
be  sssumed,  On  full  consideration  of  what  is  dne  to 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without  regard 
to  the  |K>wers  or  incidento  of  th^  late  mbrion.  We 
may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  temtory  which  was  in- 
tended and  provided,  by  the  late  treaty,  as  an  indem- 
nity for  losses  so  long  since  sostained  by  onr  cilixens ; 
but  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitively  wicboot 
a  treaty  between  the  two  nations^  Is  thu  the  time 
to  make  the  pressure  1  If  the  United  States  were 
governed  by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandisement, 
many  strong  reasons  might  be  given  in  its  favor.  Bat 
they  have  no  objects  of  that  kind  to  accomplish ;  none 
which  sre  not  founded  in  justice,  and  which  can  be 
injured  by  forbearance.  Great  hope  is  entertained 
that  this  change  will  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
Spanish  nation.  The  good  order,  moderation,  and 
humanity,  which  have  characterized  the  movement, 
are  the  best  guarsntees  of  its  success.  The  United 
States  would  not  be  justified,  in  their  own  estimatioB, 
should  they  take  any  step  to  disturb  its  harmony. 
When  the  Spanish  Government  is  completely  oigaa- 
ised,  on  the  principles  of  this  change,  as  it  Is  ezpeded 
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it  toon  will  ba,  there  ii  just  gvoond  to  presume  that 
oar  differences  with  Spain  will  be  apeedily  and  satit* 
fiictorily  settled. 

With  these  remarks  I  submit  it  tq  the  wisdom  of 
CoDgreis,  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable  to  post^ 
pone  an  J  decision  on  this  subject  until  the  next  session. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

W^SHiveTOir,  Jfay  9,  1820. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Squtte. 

ATLANTIC  CANAL& 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Gommitteeof  the  Whole) 
(Mr.  MoRRiL  in  the  ohair,)  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  sunrey  the  routes 
01  certain  canals — ^Mr.  Burrill's  amendment 
beine  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Trimble  hoped  the  amendmoit  would  not 
be  adopted.  The  committee  had  reported  this  biU 
in  sucn  a  shape  as  to  make  it  unexceptionable  to 
the  ExecutiTCi  whose  opinion  on  the  subject  had 
been  officially  avowed.  The  opinion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutiye  was,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  con- 
yert  the  property  of  indiyiduala  to  public  uses,  but 
that  they  might  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  compa- 
nies formed  for  effecting  public  improvements. 
This  amendment  would  conflict  with  tnat  opinion, 
and  might,  if  adopted,  defeat  the  objects  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Bdrrill  could  see  no  difference,  except  in 
favor  of  the  amendment.  The  fact  that  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  had  not  taken  uj)  this  object,  was 
a  reason  for  its  being  done  by  this  Government ; 
it  was  as  important*  as  well  in  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic security  as  to  other  advantages  as  any  other ; 
the  objects  contemplated  by  the  bill  had i>Mn  com- 
menced by  the  States,  and,  from  their  ^[reat  value 
to  the  internal  communication,  and  their  vicinity 
to  the  great  cities  of  the  steboard,  they  could  bie 
accomplished  without  any  aid  from  the  General 
Government.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was 
differendy  circumstanced.  This,  for  local  reasons, 
had  not  been  considensd  important  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts ;  that  State  bad  directed  its  atten- 
tion to  a  different  object — ^to  the  canal  into  Buz- 
zard's bay.  The  route  contemplated  by  him  in 
offering  tne  amendment  was  from  the  waters  of 
Taunton  river  to  Boston  bay^  and  though  the-river 
fell  into  Naragansett  bay,  the  canal  would  be 
wholly  in  Massachusetts,  and  excluded  the  inter- 
ference of  any  other  State.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  the 
United  States  had  just  as  much  right  to  order  a 
survey  in  one  State  as  in  another ;  the  permission 
of  a  State  was  no  more  necessary  in  one  instance 
than  in  another;  and,  in  fact,  the  permission  of  a 
State  gave  no  nght  to  the  General  Government 
which  was  not  possessed  without  it;  the  States 
individually  could  not  confer  any  more  than  they 
could  withhold  powers;  and  he  hoped^  as  this  ob- 
ject was  not  inlerior  to  any  other  m  importance, 
that  the  amendmept  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  a  few,  remarks  against  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Wilson  a  few  in  favor  of 
the  amendment ;  and,  on  taking  the  question,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to^yeas  14,  nays  ^. 


The  Senate  proceeding  to  fill  the  bianks  in  the 
bill,  and  some  debate  arising — 

Mr.  Mellen  conceived  that  all  this  discussion 
was  useless,  inasmuch  as  if  the  bill  were  to  be 
matured  and  pass  this  House,  there  was  little 
chance  of  its  passing  the  other  branch  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session.  He  therefore  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DiCKSRSON  acquiesced  in  thereasons  aeainst 
prosecuting  the  measure  any  further  in  this  House 
at  the  present  session,  and  seconded  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

WESTERN  CANAL. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  (Mr.  Horsey  ia  the  chair,]|  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine the  country  between  the  Sandusky  and  Mi- 
ami bays  of  Lake  Eirie,  and  the  navi^ble  waten 
of  the  Scioto  and  the  Great  Miami  rivers  of  the 
Ohio,  to  ascertain  whether  and  by  what  route  a 
canal  can  be  laid  out  to  connect  those  waters ;  and, 
if  practicable  to  determine  and  lay  out  the  route 
of  such  canal,  &c. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely^  and  of- 
fered his  reasons  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  did 
also  Mr.  Smitu.  The  bill  was  supported  at  much 
length  both  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  and  by 
Mr.  Trimble. 

'  The  qu^tion  being  taken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  it  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YiAB — Messrs.  Batboar,  Baton,  Oaiilard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  BCucon,  Morril,  Pleasants^  Smith, 
TiehMior,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  MimIs- 
sippi — 13. 

Nats — Hemua.  Brown,  Banrill,  Dana,  Dickeiwm, 
Honey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Parrott,  Ro» 
berts,  Raggles,  Sanlbrd,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Wilson— 20. 

Mr.  RuoGi^Ea  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
following  provision:  ''And  the  sale  of  forty-five 
'  towndups  and  fractional  townships,  which  have 
'  been  surveyed  in  th^  Delaware  district,  shall  be 
'  suspended  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
*  Congress." 

This  motion  was  negatived :  when 

Mr^  RuGOLBs  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
proviso: 

*•  Fwarndtd  ahfoytf  and  it  Is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
clared, that  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall 
be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  or  con- 
strued to  imply  any  obligation  oh  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  make,  or  defrsy  the  expenses  of  making, 
the  canal  hereby  authorised  to  be  laid  out" 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following: 
**  Provided,  That  if  the  comnkissioners  aforesaid 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  canal  can  be  opened,  and 
shaU  survey  and  Isy  out  the  same,  it  is  hereby  enacted 
and  declared,  that  the  additional  sum  lor  which  the 
public  lands  shaB  sell,  above  the  minimum  price  fixed 
by  law,  in  the  two  ranges  through  which  the  same 
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•ball  ran,  ihall  be*  and  hieraby  it,  appropmlad  for 
making  toe  said  canaL" 

The  amendment  was  supported  fay  the  mover, 
on  the  groand  that,  if  the  laying  out  the  route  of 
a  canal  should,  as  was  predicted,  augment  the 
value  of  the  public  lands  in  that  quarter  and  make 
them  bring  a  jo^reater  price,  it  would  be  in  some 
sort  an  act  of  deception,  at  least  an  unfair  tax 
on  the  purchasers,  not  to  proceed  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  canal,  by  applying  to  it  the  increased 
revenue  from  the  sales.  The  motion  was  also 
advocated  by  Mr.  Lowbib. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kmo,  of 
New  YorlL  because  his  views  in  supporting  this 
bill  were  altogether  national,  and  not  for  the  par- 
ticular benefit  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  section,  how- 
ever much  advantage  that  State  might  derive  from 
it  inctdentallv.  He  wished  the  question  proposed 
by  the  amenament  to  be  leA  for  niture  decision. 

Mr.  Trimble  opposed  the  amendment^  because 
he  feared  it  would  put  the  biH  itself  in  jeopardy, 
and  spoke  som^  time  against  the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority—only four  Of  five  rising  in  its  favor. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and 
after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Macon,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill, 

The  question  was  teken  on  orderinft  it  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  diird  time,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

YiAS^Mefsrs.  Bjarrill,  Dlekenon,  £dward%  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
rott,  Roberu,  Ruggles,  Ban  ford,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Trimble— 20. 

NiiTB — Messrs.  Parboar,  Dana,  E«aten,  GaiUard, 
LeUMt  I«pgan,  Macon,  Pleaaanta,  8mith«  Tiehenor, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Wiltiamsof  Missisa^pi,  WUliams 
of  Tennessee —  1 3. 


WEBMBanAY,  May  10. 

The  pRESiDBUT  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
monstrance of  Samuel  Blackburn,  and  others ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr..RoBEBT8  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  the  following  resolutions : 

JUaolvedt  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson, 
and  George  Hicks,  assistants  to  the  8ergeant»at-Arma 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  out  of  ^e  con- 
tingent Amd  two  dollars  a  day  fbr  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress ;  and  that  Charles  and  Henry  Tims  be  al- 
lowed one  handred  dollars  for  their  attendance  during 
the  present  session. 

Asohed,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House,  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  Geoige  Hicka,  the  extra  sum  of  one  hundred 
doUars  each,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniform  good 
conduct. 

The  said  resolutions  were  twice  read,  by  onant- 
mous  consent. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  t^ief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  un- 


loeated  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Sanforo,  the  Ck>mmittee  on 
Finance^  to  wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Wells,  and  also  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Wells,  and  others,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof  respectively- 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickebson,  the  Conunittee 
on  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Julia  Phintou,  were  disaeharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mann- 
mctures,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Herbert  Qmnt,  and,  in  concurrence  thefewith,  re^ 
solved,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw^ 
hispeciti<m^ 

The  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wdl  at 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  also  the  Inll  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  Babbitt,  were  severally  read  tke  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comraitlee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *<An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 
field  exercise  for  the  Militia  of  the  United  States; 
and,  no  amendment  havhig  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  giving  the  rigfht  of  pre-«mp|tion  to  James 
Shields ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  mad^ 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  thira 
readtag. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
resohitioff  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  coasmiit* 
tee  to  inqmie  into,  and  report  what  subjects  it  will 
be  poper  to  act  on  during  the  nres^nt  aesaioa ;  in 
which  resolution  they  request  the  coneunence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  aaid  resolution  was  read  three  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed;  and  Messrs.  Ben- 
RiLC^  RoBBRT8,aftd  SANFORo.were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  pirt  <^  the  Senate. 

The  cngrofiaed  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  EliBha  and  William  Winter,  and  the 
Attorney  Genefal  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  take  the  examination  of  witnesses  hj  commis^ 
sion ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  ap> 
pointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  route  of 
a  canal  through  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  were 
severally  read  th.e  thira  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  resolution '  giving  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  a  compa<^  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  settle^nent  of  theu>  boundary  line,  was  again 
consi^lered,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  author&ie  the  sale  of  part  of  the  glebe  of 
Rock  Creek  Church,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Kepresentatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
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bill,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  and,  also,  a  resolution  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  bill  and  resolu- 
tion they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of 
Groeme  Keith  Spence ;  and,  on  motion,  the  said 
bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject, to  which  nad  been  referred  the  bill  from  die 
other  House,  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  reported  the  same,  with  sundr^r  amend- 
ments, wnich^  with  the  bill,  were  forthwith  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  severally  Kgteed 
to,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  with  the  Iml,  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  announcing 
that  the  other  House  msist  on  its  amendment  to 
the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army,  dec.,  in 
domestic  manufactures;  whereupon,  the  Senate 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  said 
amendment,  (which  proposes  to  fix  fiv6  ner  cent, 
as  the  amount  of  preference  to  be  given  to  aomestic 
fabrics.) 

■ 

PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in 
the  chair,)  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
bilL  to  gmnt  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  aetuai 
settlerB  on  the  public  lands : 

Beit  enaiMy  4««>  That  every  person,  or  the  legal 
repraMBtAtiTet  of  every  person  who  htm  aetaaliy  ia- 
lisbited  and  cultivated,  and  who  now  resides  upon  sny 
tract  of  lend  lying  in  any  district  esubtished  for  the 
Fole  of  {mblic  lands,  which  tiract  is  not  xightAriJy  dataa- 
•d  by  any  other  person,  each  peiaon  residing  la  afore- 
said^ or  hUt  or  her  legal  representatives,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  preferoDce  in  becoming  the  purchaseri  ftoaa 
the  United  States^  of  each  tract  of  land,  at  private  sale, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respeot, 
as  are  now,  or  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  law,  for 
the  sale  of  other  public  lands  sold  at  private  sate : 
Provided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  section  of 
land  shall  be  sold  to  one  individual,  in  virtne  of  this 
act,  and  the  same  shall  be  bounded  by  the  sectional 
and  divisional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run  according  to  law: 
Providtd,  abo,  l^at  no  lands  reserved  from  sale  by 
former  acts,  or  lands  which  have  been  directed  to  be 
sold  in  town  loto,  shall  be  sold  under  this  act. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  JuHker  enacted,  That,  tn  eases 
where  two  or  more  persons,  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
eaptien  in  virtue  of  this  aet,  shall  he  settled  as  aforesaid, 
upon  one  quarter  or  fractional  qaarter  seetaon  of  land, 
•adi  person  shall  be  authoriaed  to  porchase  one  qnaiter 
seetioB,  or  fraetioaal  iiuartersaetiott  of  bod,  upon  which 
thsj  avs  so;settied ;  and  the  quarter  seetien,ef  fractional 
quarter  section  upon  whicn  such  persons  are  aettled,  shall 
be  equally  divided  between  Aem,  in  snch  manner  as 
the  register  and  receiver  within  whose  district  tbe  land 
lies  shaU  determine  and  direct ;  so  as  to  secure,  as  for 
as  practicable,  to  every  such  person,  their  improve- 
ments respectively^ 


Sac.  8.  Provides  that  every  person  datming  a  pief- 
erence  in  becoming  tiie  purchaser  in  a  tract  of  land, 
in  virtue  of  this  act*  shall  make  known  his  or  her  claim 
by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  register  of  the 
land  oUke  for  the  district  in  which  the  luid  msy  lie. 
That  all  lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act  shall  be  enter- 
ed with  the  register,  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  time 
of  tbe  commencement  of  the  public  sales  in  the  dirtriet 
wherein  the  land  lies;  that  every  person  having  aright 
of  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  trsct  of 
land,  who  shall  fail  to  make  his  or  her  entry  with  the 
register,  within  the  time  prescribed,  his  or  her  right 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  by  him  or  her  claimed 
shall  be  offered  at  public  sale  with  the  other  public 
lands  in  the  district  to  which  it  belongs,  dte. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  bv  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  LancU,  moved  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate, 
in  which  the  bill  was  suf^rted  by  Messrs.  Tho- 
mas, Edwarps,  Kino,  of  New  York,  Noble. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Smith,  and  opnosea 
by  Messrs.  Lowaifi,  Lanhan,  Roberts,  ana  Mel- 
LEN ;  the  two  last  named  not  opposed  to  granting 
some  relief  to  actual  settlers,  under  the  late  change 
in  the  mode  of  disponing  ot  the  public  lands,  rat 
not  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was 
ultimately  decided  in  the  nesative,  by  yeas  aisd 
nays — yeas  14,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barrill,  £Uiot,  Hunter,  Lsnman, 
Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Sanford,  Tay- 
lor, Tiobcnor,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  aad  Williams  of 
Mississippi. 

N^Ts-^Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Edwards,  Oaillard, 
Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York, 
Logan,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pleasants, 
Roberta,  Buggies,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then,  figreeably  to  a 
suggestion  which  had  been  thrown  out  in  debate, 
moved  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  land  for  which 
^e  pre-emption  shall  be  allowed,  from  a  quarter 
section  to  a  half  quarter  section,  (80  aores ;)  wbidi 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  second  section 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the  fol- 
lowing proviso:  ^^Promdedy  aUo^  that  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  wherein  anv  transfer  of  a  pre-emption  right 
has  been  xaade  before  the  patent  shall  have  issued 
for  the  land  claimed  under  such  right,  and  every 
such  transfer  shall  be  null  and  void/' 

This  amendment  was  opposed,  for  various  rea- 
sons, by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Macon, 
LowRiE,  EowARos,  sud  Walker,  of  Alabama— 
the  last  named  gentleman  submitting  also,  at  con- 
siderable length,  his  reasons  in  opposition  to  the 
bUl. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived — 14 
tol2 ;  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  by  untilto-morrow. 

Tbursdat,  May  11. 

The  resolution  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  act,  in  addition  to  the  act,  to  provide  f«r  eer* 
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4aiii  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
'^An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
-Congress ;"  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comniittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
<he  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals; 
a,nd,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Parrott  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the 
ric^t  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands; 
w^en,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  after 
some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Hunter  and 
Burrill  supported  the  bill;  it  was  ordered  to  be 
en&TOssed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  Stewart 
was  taken  up  and  considered,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  readinff. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House^  to  estaUish  an 
uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for 
the  militia  of  the  United  States;  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  James  Shield^,  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads ;  and  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  compact 
between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  dividing  line,  were  severally  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
House. 

The  pRESiDRNT  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  ending  th^  30th  of  September,  1819, 
with  the  report  thereon,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer 
ence,  on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses, 
on  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 


lonty  to  tne  corporation  to  raise  money 
for  particular  objects  by  wav  of  lottery,  sanction- 
ed by  the  President  of  tne  United  States,)  made  a 
report  recommending  that  the  said  power  be  limit- 
ed to  ten  vears;  which  recommenoation  was  con- 
curred in  oy  the  Senate. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  from 
their  first  amejadment  to  the  bill,  entided  **An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  to  repeal  all  other  acts  heretofore  pass- 
ed for  that  purpose,"  and  affree  to  the  modifica- 
tion thereof  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference thereon. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  making  aj^ro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1820,"  in  which  biU  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

NEXT  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 
The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  fix  the  time  of 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day 
(the  second  Monday  of  November)  than  the  Con* 
stitttlional  day. 


Mr.  Barbour,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
bill,  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely,  and  spoke 
some  time  aeainst  the  inconvenience  to  the  pro- 
fessional and  agricultural  members,  and  the  great 
sacrifice  to  those  particularly  who  have  families, 
to  spend  so  great  a  portion  of  their  time  here,  and 
the  bad  tendency  of  protracting  the  duration  of 
the  sessions  of  Congress. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Messrs. 
Walker  of  Alabama,  NIacon,  and  Kino  of  New 
York;  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill, 
Smith,  and  Lanman.  The  debate  turned  princi- 
pally on  the  nature  of  the  business  which  it  is 
known  or  expected  will  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  next  session — the  expediency  of  departing  from 
the  day  appointed  by  tne  Constitution,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases,  dbc. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  biU,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  13,  nays  22. 

Mr.  R0B&RT8  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond Monday,  and  insert  i\i%  fourth  Monday  of  No- 
vember; ana  spoke  against  an  earlier  meeting  of 
the  next  session,  and  against  meetings  greneraUy  at 
an  ^rlier  than  the  Constitutional  day. 

Mr.^MoRRiL  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  spoke  in  support  of  an  earlier  meeting  of 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  the  motion,  and  advocated 
the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time — ^yeas  20. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  the  loo- 
lation  from  the  other  House,  suspending  iKe  op- 
eration of  the  act  of  this  session,  to  amend  tM 
Revolutionary  pension  law.  so  far  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  payment  jqI  the  hi^  Year's  pension 
which  would  oe  payaUe  in  September  next. 

Mr.  Barbour,  for  reasons  iniich  he  submitted 
at  large,  moved  to  postpone  the  rescrfntion  in- 
definitely. 

On  this  proposition  a  debate  arose,  which  con- 
tinued till  near  five. o'clock,  in  which  the  merits 
of  the  original  act  were  largely  discussed,  as  well 
as  the  propriety  of  repealing,  or  suspending,  the 
operation  of  an  act,  bv  a  resolution,  passed  at  the 
same  session,  ^c.  Tne  postponement  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Mellen,  Roberts,  Smith,  Ma- 
coil,  and  Trimble,  and  the  motion  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Lanman,  Dana,  Burrill,  and  Mob- 

RIL. 

The  question  was  ultimately  decided  in  the 
negative  by  the  following  vote : 

Pot  .  paetponemmt-^lHeent.  Brown,   E«toii»  Ed- 
wards, Gttllard,  Honsy,  Johmton  of  Lounana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Maoon,  Noble,  Pleasants,  Roberta,  Rug-* 
glas.  Smith,  Stokes,  Taytor,  Thomas, THmbIa,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  WtUiamt  of  Mistiisippi,  and  WiHiaoia  of 


Agaimtpmtpanemeni — ^Messn.  BarriUJHna,  Dick- 
•rson.  Hunter,  King  of  Now  York,  Lanman,  Lowric, 
Mellen,  Morrilt  Palmer,  Parrott,  Banlbid,  and 
nor-^13. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
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Friday,  May  12. 

The  President  eommuDicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  com- 
missioners at  St  Helena,  and  a  copy  of  their  list 
of  actual  settlers ;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Colambia  were  directed  to  inquire 
if  the  law,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  fire  engines,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  same,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  has  been 
carried  into  effect. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence, 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants, the  bill  from  the  other  House  <^  to  prevent 
the  commanders  and  other  officers  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  from  accepting  of  any 
present  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever  from 
any  King,  Prince,  or'  foreifi^n  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  having  undergone  a  good  deal  of 
discussion^  and  some  amendment,  it  was  recom- 
mitted, on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
with  instructions  so  to  modify  its  provisions  as  to 
make  their  application  general. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

^  Ripreaeniativta  of  the  United  Stattt! 
I  commnnicate  to  Congrew  trancUtions  of  letters 
from  the  Minister  of  Spain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
received  since  my  Message  of  the  9th  instaot. 

JAMES  MONROS. 
WASHisroToir,  May  12,  1830. 

The  Message  and  letters  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  the  united  States  : . 

To  the  Senate  of  the  VniUd  States : 

I  tranauiit  herowith  to  the  Senate  a  leport  £rom 
the  Secretary  of  State,  together  with  the  retarna  of 
causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
collected  conformably  to  a  reeolation  of  the  Senate  of 
the  18th  of  January,  1819.  ^ 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabhistotox,  ilfay  11,  1880. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  tae  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  to  continue  in  force  .'An  act  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States^  and  punish 
the  crime  of  piracy;"  and,  also,  to  make  rarther 
provision  for  jmnishiiur  the  crime  of  piracy ;  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postpone  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Catha- 
rine Stewart"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 


next  meeting  of  Congress"  was  read  a  third  thne, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  paying  the  assistants  to  the  Sergeant^ 
at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  for  their 
attendance  during  the  present  session,  and  the 
same  having  been  amended^  it  was  orderad  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  authorizing  an  extra  allowance  to  the 
said  assistants,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniform 
good  conduct,  and  the  same  having  been  amended. 
It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act.  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  un- 
located  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;" 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bdrrill,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it  will 
be  necessary  to  act  on  during  the  present  session, 
made  a  report :  which  was  read. 
'  A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  holding 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the 
employment  of  an  additional  naval  force ;"  and, 
also,  a  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments on  the  means  of  Meeting  an  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  in  which  bill  and  rc^solu- 
tion  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Saturday^  May  13. 

On  motmn,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  William  Wikofi*,  and,  also, 
the  petition  of  Abraham  Mace,  of  Louisiana,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
respectively,  and  the  latter  had  leave  to  withdraw 
bis  petition ;  and  they  were  also  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama ;  and  the  memorial  of  tne  Intendant, 
and  Council,  and  citizens,  of  the  town  of  Clai 
borne,  in  Alabama ;  and  said  petition  and  memo- 
rial were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on 
Foreiflm  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion oi  James  Simpson,  American  Consul  at  Mo- 
rocco, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion tnereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tne  petition  of  Ann 
Wilson,  the  petition  of  George  Jackson,  and,  also, 
the  case  of  Christian  Wilman,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  bill  and  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  for 
concurroice  were  read,  and  seterally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 
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The  biil  enlided  **An  aet  authorizing  the  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  naval  force?'  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  for  the  rdief  of  persons  holding  eonirmed  tin- 
located  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;" 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  resolutions  Wjere  respectively  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

lUsoiped,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobise  Bimpioa, 
and  George  Hicks,  utiatanti  to  the  Sergemnt-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  oat  of  the  con- 
ttngeat  fand  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  daring  the  preeent  aesaion 
of  Congreea,  and  that  Charlea  Tims  be  alao  allowed 
two  dollara  per  day  for  his  attendance  daring  the  prra- 
eqt  sesaioo  of  Congress. 

JU$oivedt  That  there  be  paid  oat  of  the  oontingent 
fund  of  this  House,  to  Hobert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  the  extra  earn  of  one  handred 
and  fifty  dollars  each,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniformly 
good  conduct. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  building 
of  a  ce#tain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  and 
concurred  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  nave  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  aet  making  res- 
ervation of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  purposed, 
passed  first  of  March,  1817  ;  a  bill,  entiued  "An 
act  designating  the  ports  within  which,  only,  for- 
eign armed  vessels  shall  be  permitted  to  enter ;"  a 
biD,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds,  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes ,"  and.  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Department  of 
War }"  they  have  also  passed  the  biil  which  origi- 
nated in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  with  amendments ; 
in  which  bills  and  amendments  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceedied  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned  ;  and^  on  motion, 
thev  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commeroe 
and  Manufactures. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
readinff. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  making 
reservation  of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  pur^ 
poses,  passed  first  of  March,  1817 ;"  wfis  read  the 
second  time,  b])r  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  desi^ating  the  ports 
within  which,  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be 
permitted  to  enter,"  was  Tead  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Forei^  Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to.  revive  and  con* 
tinue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide 


for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds, 
received  in  the  Rev(dutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Coininiltee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  rerive  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertainins^  and 
deciding  on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Mis»ssippi,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repteaentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  uave  passed  a 
bill,  entitle  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Hail,  late  Marearet  McKenzie;"  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  Gk>vemor  of  Illinois  to 
obtam  certain  abstracts  of  land  from  certain  public 
offices  ^"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Richard  S.  Hackley ;"  a  bilL  entiUed  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter  Crook, 
and  James  Rabb ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  l^al  representatives  of  Conrad  Laab, 
deceased ;"  a  oilL  entitled  "An  act  to  movide  for 
repairing  the  roof  of  the  General  Post  Office,  and 
to  procure  an  enspne  for  the  protection  of  said 
building;"  and,  «uso,  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  eight  biUs  last  mentioned,  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three  millions 
of  dollars,  and  for  other ^urposes^"  and,  also,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reliet  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Conrad  Laub,  deceased,*'  were  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re> 
spectively  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bul,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
garet Hall,  late  Margaret  McKenzie,"  and,  also,  a 
bill,  aititled  "An  act^  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts  fii  land  from 
eertain  ^bUc  offices,",  were  read  the  aeeood  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  resnectiTely  referred  to 
the  Conunittee  on  Public  Lanas. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Am- 
brose Vasse,^'  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter  Crook,  and 
James  Rabb,"  were  read  the  second  time  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Conunittee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard S.  Hackley,^'  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bw,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  repair- 
ing the  roof  of  the  Genetal  Post  Office,  and  to 


693 


HISTORT  OF  C0NOEBS& 


694 


Mat,  18Sa. 


Piracy  and  Kidnapping. 


...     ■■       JSt 


procure  an  engine  for  tiie  forotection  of  said  build- 
ing," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  said  committee  reported  the  said  bill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  RepesentaSiTes  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  author£l:me  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O^rien,  late  American  Consul  at  ALners ;"  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  altermg  the  times  for  holding 
the  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  contine  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
*An  act  to  provide  for  repcnrts  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,'  approved  the  third  of  March, 
1817,"  whereupon,  resolved,  that  they  concur 
therein. 

?raACY  AND  KIBNAPPINO. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  "  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect  the 
'  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the 
^  crime  of  piracy,  and  also  to  make  further  provi- 
^  sion  for  punishing  the  erimeof  piracy." 

The  amendments  (which  were  reported  in  the 
other  House,  by  Mr.  Mercbr.  from  the  committee 
on  the  slave  trade,)  are  as  follow : 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  citisan  of  th« 
United  States,  beiag  of  a  craw  or  ship  ■  company  of 
any  foreign  ehip  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  tnde, 
or  mny  person  whatever*  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's 
company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in 
part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  land,  from  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and,  on  any  foreign  shore,  seize  any  negro  or 
mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of 
either  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
with  intent  to  make  sudi  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or 
•hall  decoy  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  or  shall  receive, 
luch  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  snch  ship  iir  vessel, 
with  intent  as  aforesaid,  snch  chizen  or  person  shall 
be  adjndged  a  pirate,  and,  on  convietion  thereof,  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  disCriet 
wherein  he  maV  be  brought  or  found,  shall  snlbr  death. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  anv  eitixen  of 
the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  shqrs  eomnany 
of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  or 
any  person  whatever,  being  of  the  crew  Or  ship's  com- 
pany of  any  ship  or  vessel  oi^ned  wholly  or  in  part, 
or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine  or  detain, 
or  aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confining  or  detaining,  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or 
Territories  of  the  United  Statee,  with  intent  to  make 


such  negro  or  malatto  a  slave,  or  shall,  on  board  any 
each  ship  or  vessel,  offer  or  attempt  to  sell,  as  a  slave, 
any  negr6  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water, 
transfer  or  deliver  over  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any 
nagro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaid,  with 
intent  to  make  sack  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave*  or  shall 
land  or  deliver  on  shore,  ftom  on  board  any  sueh  ship 
or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or  mulatto,  with  intent  to 
make  sale  of,  or  having  previously  sold,  such  negro  or 
mulatto,  as  a  slave,  such  citizen  or  person  shall  be  ad* 
judged  a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  where- 
in he  shall  be  brought  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

After  some  discussion,  rather  on  the  form  than 
the  substance  of  these  amendments,  they  weie 
agreed  to,  without  a  division. 


MoMDAT,  May  15. 

Mr.  pLEiLSANTs,  frofn  the  Committee  on  Nav^l 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
^' An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders  and  other  offi- 
cers in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  from 
accepting  of  any  present  or  emolument  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  Sang,  Prince,  or  foreign  State, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants, 
it  was  laid^on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
*' An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien," 
Late  American  Consul  at  Algiers,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment ;  whereupon,  on  his  motion, 
resolved,  that  the  Senate  concur  therein. 

On  motipn  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ja> 
cob  Barker;  the  petition  of  Jacob  Butler;  the 
claim  of  John  Despard;  and  also  the  claim  of 
Moses  Atwater ;  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  respectivelv. 

A  message  from  tiie  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire  j"  and  also  the 
bill,  entithMl  "An  act  to  audxonze  the  appoint- 
ment of  comcoissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein 
mentioned ;"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  impose 
a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vesseb ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  two  biHs  were  read,and  severaUy  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Hlinois,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  amd  taken 
up  and  considerea  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend^ 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
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entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  on  one  of  the  Iiles  of  ShoaU,  near 
Pdrtamonth,  New  Hampshire;"  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the 
road  tnerein  mentioned ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  DicKERSON^  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures^  to  whom  was  referred 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  relief  fdr  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment :  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  offree  to  the  Ist,  3d, 
4th,  and  5th,  of  said  amendments,  and  disagree  to 
the  2d  and  6th  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  lately  concluded 
with  the  Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  nations  of  In- 
dians ;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  read  three  several  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department,"  with 
amendments  i  in  which  amendments  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  insist  on 
their  second  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen ;"  and 
recede  from  their  sixth  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  last  mentioned,  together  with 
the  amendment  thereto,  were  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better  organ- 
ization of  the  Treasury  Department ;"  whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  they  concur  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  John  B.  Timberlake, 
and  also,  James  Brown,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petitions  and  papers,  respectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Hyacinthe  Bernard  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  all  subjects  re- 
ferred to  them  during  fiie  present  session,  upon 
which  they  have  not  reportod. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Rdations  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  subjects  referred  to  them 
during  the  present  session,  upon  which  they  have 
not  reported. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which,  after  some  explanation  by 
the  mover,  and  some  discussion,  was  agreed  to  \ 

Resohedf  That  th«  President  of  the  United  Statee 
oanee  to  be  leid  before  the  Senate,  at  their  next  aet- 
•tOB,  a  atatement  of  the  number  of  militia  from  each 


State,  that  were  called  into  the  public  eervipe,  by  order 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  daring  the  Ute 
war;  of  the  number  faroished  by  each  State,  the 
number  recognised  bj  the  United  States  from  each 
State,  and  the  period  of  their  lervice ;  of  the  amount 
of  fines  imposed  for  neglect  of  duty,  diatinguiahiiig 
the  number  of  persons  on  whom  fines  have  been  im- 
posed, the  sums  collected  by  the  respecttve  marshals, 
the  soms  paid  by  them  respectively  into  the  Treasnry 
of  the  United  States,  the  expenses  of  the  oovits  mar- 
tial in  the  several  States,  and  the  number  and  amoant 
of  fines  so  imposed  that  have  been  remitted  within 
the  Statee  reepeetively. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late 
McKenzie,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  post- 
poned  indefinitely. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House,  hav- 
ing been  reporto!  by  the  conmiittees  to  which  they 
had  been  heretofore  severally  referred,  were  suc- 
cessively taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  considered  and  passed,  some  of  them  with  un- 
important amendments:  The  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  for  one  vear  the  invalid  pension  act  of 
March  3, 1819 :  the  bill  to  impose  additional  ton- 
nage dutv  on  French  ships  and  vessels ;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter  Brook,  and 
James  Rabb:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Conrad 
Laub^  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Ambrose  Vasse; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  Grovemor  of  Illinois  to 
obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from  certain  land 
districts ;  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  civil  appro- 
priation act  of  the  present  session ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  S.  Hacklev ;  the  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force ;  the  bill  designating  the  port» 
at  which  only  foreign  armed  ships  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter ;  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
clerks  in  the  War  Department;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  unlocated 
claims  for  land  in  Illinois;  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  making  certain  reservations  of  public  lands 
for  naval  purposes ;  the  bill  providing  certain  re- 
pairs and  a  me  eneine  for  the  Generu  Post  Office 
buildinff ;  the  bill  authorizing  letters  patent  to 
Henry  Burdin. 

Mr.  San  FORD,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  hill  from  the  other 
House,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  a  loan  of  three  millions,  reported 
the  same  with  amendments,  proposing,  in  sub- 
stance, to  borrow  the  whole  five  millions,  instead 
of,  as  the  bill  provided,  borrowing  three  millions, 
and  making  up  the  remaining  two  from  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  and  also  striking  out  the  provision 
authorizing  a  subscription  of  certain  of  the  Missis- 
sipm  stock  to  the  loan. 

These  amendments  Mr.  SANFOan  explained 
and  supported,  and  they  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate. 

They  were  subsequently  returned  from  the  other 
House  disagreed  to  in  part,  with  a  request  for  a 
conference.  The  conference  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  aAer  insisting  on  their  amendments^  and 
Messrs.  Sanford,  Maco^  and  Eaton,  appointed 
managers.  They  spon  after  reported  the  agree- 
ment reconunended  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
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ence,  which  recoimnendation  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate ;  and  the  proceeding  resulted  m  reducing 
the  amount  of  the  loan  to  three  millions  only, 
leaving  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  untouched,  (on 
the  ground  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  early 
enough  next  session  to  provide  the  remaining  two 
millions,)  and  expungmg  the  section  whi<m  au- 
thorizes Mississippi  stock  (now  due  and  payable) 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  following  resolution,  receired  from  the 
House  of  Representatires,  wa»  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration :  ^ 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatiou 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assent- 
itedj  That  the  President  be  requested  to  consult  and 
negotiate  with  all  the  Governments,  where  Mintatera 
of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  be  accredited,  on  the 
means  of  effecting  an  entire  and  immediate  abolition 
of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  It  was  impossible,  he  thought,  that 
a  proposition  embracing  considerations  of  so  much 
importance,  could  be  properly  examined  and  dis- 
cussed at  this  late  hour  of  the  session ;  when,  too, 
other  objects  of  immediate  interest  to  the  nation 
remained  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  ho])ed  the  resolution  would  not  be 
postponed.  The  principle  which  it  contained  had, 
in  part,  been  often  sanctioned  by  the  Senate ;  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  such  a  stipulation  had  been 
entered  into  with  Grreat  Britain;  there  was  no 
other  method,  in  fact,  by  which  the  slave  trade 
could  be  put  an  end  to.  This  resolution  comported 
with  the  general  opinion ;  all  men  united  in  detes- 
tation of  the  traffic,  and  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  be 
sorry  if  the  Senate  should  show  any  hesitation  or 
backwardness  on  the  subject,  after  the  House  of 
Representatives  had  agreed  to  this  measure,  and 
recommended  it  to  the  Senate ;  it  would  seem  as 
if  the  Senate  repented  of  what  it  had  before  done. 
Besides,  the  resolution  could  do  no  harm,  because, 
whatever  the  President  should  do  in  pursuance  of 
it,  must  be  submitted  to  the  revision  of  this  House. 
The  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  had 
requested  this  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power 
to  enter  into  this  measure,  and  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  proper  in  the  Senate  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  DMiTH  replied  that  he  did  not  conceive  it 
would  be  treating  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  any  disrespect  to  reject  this  resolution ;  each 
House  was  left  free  to  exercise  its  unbiassed  judg- 
ment on  every  public  measure ;  and,  for  one,  he 
would  not  relinquish  his  right  to  do  so.  He  was 
for  leaving  this  matter  to  the  proper  authority,  and 
if  the  President  should  conclude  a  treaty  on  the 
subject,  the  Senate  could  then  act  on  it.  It  was 
true,  as  had  been  said,  that  the  Commissioners  at 
Ghent  did  enter  into  a  stipulation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade ;  but  they 
had  no  instructions  for  what  they  did ;  he  had 
taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  Mr.  S. 
said  it  was  an  assumption  of  power  oy  the  Com- 
missioners—they had  no  authority  on  the  subject 


This  was  a  question  which  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
sentatives ought,  perhaps,  to  have  left  to  the  Con- 
stitutional authority — ^to  the  treaty-making  branch 
of  the  Grovernment.  It  is  as  mucn  as  to  say  to  the 
President,  you  don't  do  your  duty,  and  we  now  ad- 
monish you  to  perform  it,  &c. 

Mr.  I^iNG,  or  New  York,  deemed  it  important 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Conppress  should  be  siven 
to  the  President  on  this  subject,  in  which  all  con- 
cur. He  thought  die  resolution  highly  creditable 
to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  he  felt  gratified 
that  it  had  originated  in  that  House,  and  that  it 
had  originated  with  an  individual  from  a  particu- 
lar part  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia.) 
This  view  of  the  slave  trade  had  become  completely 
established;  this  nation, and  all  other  nations, had 
become  of  one  opinion  on  the  subject — ^that  it 
ought  to  be  put  down.  Although  Mr.  K.  was  per- 
suaded that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
fully  concurred  in  this  sentiment^  yet  this  resolu- 
tion would  be  with  him  an  additional  motive  to 
prosecute  the  entire  extinguishment  of  this  detes- 
table traffic.  It  would  m  strange,  indeed,  af^er 
what  had  been  done  by  this  country  to  abolish  this 
trade,  that  we  should  now  halt  or  hesitate  \  and 
yet  more  stranee  that  we  should  look  like  retiring. 
It  was  to  the  nonor  of  this  nation  that  we  had 
commenced  this  glorious  work ;  that  we  had  pre- 
ceded the  English  Parliament  in  the  attempt,  and 
set  the  example  to  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
It  would  be  honorable  to  proceed,  and  ask  the 
President  to  pursue  an  object  so  creditable  to  our 
country.  Mr.  L.  hoped  the  resolution  would  not 
be  postponed,  but  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  had  another  objection  to  this  propo- 
sition, which  he  had  not  disclosed.  It  was  a  desire 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  mode  of  doinff  things  by  reso- 
luuon.  Every  thing  was  to  be  enected  nowadays, 
by  resolution — societies  and  town-meetings  send 
resolutions  to  the  Legislatures,  the  Legislatures 
send  them  to  Congress — and  we  have  all  seen  and 
felt  the  effects  at  the  present  session  of  this  fashion 
of  instructing  the  proper  authorities  by  resolution. 
Mr.  S.  did  not  like  this  doctrine  of  resolutions.  If 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  neglected 
his  Constitutional  duty,  call  him  to  account  for  it ; 
but  do  not  undertake  to  instruct  him  in  a  matter 
confided  to  him  by  the  Constitution.  Mr.  S.  was 
far  from  being  disposed  to  check  the  great  work 
of  puttingdown  the  slave  trade^  but  there  was  little 
hope  of  effecting  it.  Great  Britain  had  purchased 
die  Spanish  right  and  the  Portuguese  right  to  carry 
on  this  trade;  and  this  is  the  glorious  work  we 
are  called  on  to  abolish.  Whatever  England  mifl^t 
say — ^however  humanely  she  might  talk  in  Parlyi- 
ment,  it  was  useless  to  negotiate  until  she  was  tired 
of  the  traffic.  Whenever  she  gives  it  up  in  earnest, 
then  there  will  be  some  chance  of  putting  a  stop 
to  it. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  should  vote  for  the 
postponement,  merely  because  he  thought  the  reso- 
lution a  useless  one.  The  President  possessed  the 
power  already  to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  and  it 
was  unnecessary  to  give  him  any  advice  or  instruc- 
tion on  it. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  resolution  was 
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decided  ia  the  negatire;  lOnsing  in  iaTor,«iid  15 
agniist  ic. 

The  qiMBtioii  being  then  stated  on  reading  ^e 
resoiatbn  a  third  time  to-day,  it  was  obJectMl  to, 
which,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  precluded  the 
third  reading ;  but 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  suspend  that  rule  of  the 
Senate  which  forbids  two  readings  of  any  bill  or 
joint  resolution  on  the  same  day,  unless  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
in  which  the  suspension  of  the  rule  wae  adyooated 
by  Messrs.  LowaiB  and  BuRRaL,and  was  opposed 


by  Messrs.  Smith,  Macoh,  and  KtHO  of  Ala- 
bama. 

The  motion  to  suqiend  the  rule  was  finally  lost, 
by  the  casting  yote  of  the  Presidcnl,  the  diyiaion 
showing  12  for  and  12  against  it ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion felT  of  course. 

The  Senate  having  finished  the  buaineas  before 
them,  or  mther  so  much  thereof  as  hnd  been  re- 
ported by  the  joint  committee  as  necessary  to  be 
acted  on ;  and,  having  been  informed  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  that  he 
had  no  turther  eommunicatioii  to  mitkB,  the  Sen- 
ate adjooned  to  the  second  Mcmidny  in  Noycmber 
next 
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MoROAT,  Deeember  6,  1819, 

This  bong  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  for  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
the  following  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atires  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

FIram  New  iTamjMAtire— Joseph  Bnllum,  jr.,  Josiah 
Butler,  Cliften  Cltgett,  Arthur  Livennore,  WiUism 
PlameTt  jr.,  and  Nethaaiel  U^am. 

From  lfatirftffti>Mrf(»  BeojMMn  Adi«B«»  Samael  C. 
Allen,  Jeehna  Gnshmao,  Edward  Dawsa,  Walter  Fol- 
ger,  joa.,  Mark  L.  Hill,  John  Holmes,  Jonas  KendaU> 
Martin  Kinsley,  Samuel  Lathrop,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Jon- 
athan Mason,  Marcus  Morton,  Jeremiah  Nebon,  Jaknes 
Parker,  Gabriel  Sampson,  Henry  Shaw,  Nathaniel 
Silsbee,  and  Eiekiel  Whitman. 

From  Rhode  leiand—6nmw\  Eddy  and  Nathaniel 
Haxard. 

/Vmii  Comueiioui — Heniy  W.  Edwards,  Samuel  A. 
Pool,  Jen«than  O.  MofMley,  Elisha  Phelps,  John  Bass, 


James  Stevens,  and  Gideon  Tomliaaon. 

J!>om    Foraien^— Samnel  C.  Gralti,  Orsemae  C. 
McKiill,  Charles  Sieh.  Mark  Bieherd%  and 


From  Xm  Fer^— Nalheawl  Allen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Waltw  Cmo,  Bobert  Clark,  Jeoeb  H.  Dewitt,  Jeha 
B.  BiekinaoB,  John  Faj>  William  D.  Ford,  Em  C. 
Gross,  ;AaioB  Hadsisy,  Jan.,  Qserge  Hall,  J4Me|^  8. 
Lyman,  Henjy  Meigs,  Robert  MoneU,  Harmanos  Peek, 
Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan  Richmond,  Henry  R. 
Storrs,  Randall  A.  Street,  Jamea  Strong,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Solomon 
Tan  Rensselaer,  Peter  H.  Wendover,  and  Silas  Wood. 
f)rom  New  Jeney — Ephraim  Batsman,  Joseph 
BloomMd,  John  Linn,  Bernard  Smith,  and  Henry 
Southard. 

From  FeiMUSfAMmtb— HeniT  Baldwin,  Williem 
Darlington,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  David 
PuUavtotty  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jacob 
Hibshman,  Joseph  Helster,  Jacob  Hostetter,  WilHara 
P.  Maahy,  David  Marehand,  Robert  Moose,  Samuel 
Moors,  John  Murray,  Thomas  Peateriott,  Thomas  J* 
Rogers,  John  Sergeant,  Chnslian  Terr,  and  James 
Wallaes. 
From  Delaware — Louis  MoLane. 
From  JCoryimu^— StoTenson  Archer,  Thomas  Gnl- 
bretb,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little,  Raphael  Nesle,  8am- 
aal  Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  aad  JBteary  R.  Warfieid 


fhm^  Virggme*— Mark  Alexander,  William  Lee  Ball, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  William  A.  BurweU,  John  Floyd, 
Robflk  S,  Oamett,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy, 
Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Severn  E.  Parker,  James  Pindall,  James  Pleasants, 
Alexandsr  Smyth,  George  F.  Strother,  George  Tucker, 
Jclttt  Tyler,  Thomas  Van  Swearingea,  and  Jared 
WUttams. 

From  North  CaroHna — Hutchina  6..  Barton,  John 
Cnlpeper^  Charles  Fisher,  Themes  H.  Hall,  James  8. 
Smith,  Felix  Walker,  and  LewU  WUHams. 

.FVofn  South  Coro/ina— 4oieph  Brsvard,  John  Me* 
Creary,  James  Oremtreet,  ChaHes  Pinckney,  Eldred 
Simkine,  aad  Slerting  Tucker. 

f)rom  Geortie^^^  Abbot,  UtoauM  W.  Gebb,  Joel 
Crawford,  and  Robert  W.  Reid. 

/Vsm  Keutue/^ — ^Richard  C.  Aadeison,  jun^  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Hsnry  Clay,  AInsy  McLean,  Tbonias 
Metcalfo,  Tonstall  Quarlea,  George  Robertson,  David 
Trimble,  and  David  Walker. 

From  Tennefiee-^Robert  AUen,  Henry  H.  Bryan, 
Newton  Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and 
John  Rhea. 

F^x>m  OiU»— Philemon  Beecher,  Heniy  Brush,  John 
W.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Thomas  R.  Roai,  and 
John  Sloan. 

From  ind£0n»— William  Hsndricks. 

From  Mieeieeippi    Christopher  Rankin* 

^hm  IZtfiMM— Daniel  P.  C&ok. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  ehoiee  of  a 
Speaker,  by  ballot;  and  the  ballots  having  been 
counted  by  Mr.  Pleasants  and  Mr.  Moseley,  it 
appeared  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in 
was  155,  of  which  there  were, 
For  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky       -       -    147 

Scattering  Totes 8 

So  thf  t  Mr.  Clay  was  duly  elected  Speaker  of 
the  Houae  of  Representatives.  He  was  accord- 
iofi^y  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Pleasants 
and  Mr.  Moselay.  and  the  oath  of  office  was  ad- 
ministered to  him  oy  Mr.  Newton, 

Wheii  Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker  elect,  addressed 
the  House  as  follows: 

Giav&aiiKa:  Again  called,  by  your  lavorable  spin* 
ion,  to  the  distinguished  station  to  which  I  have  been 
fce^aeatly  assigned  by  that  of  your  predecessors,  I  owe 
to  yott  the  expression  of  my  most  respectful  thanks ; 
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and  I  pray  you  to  believe  that  I  feel  ioexpreesible 
gratitam,  u  well  for  the  honor  iteelC  m  for  the  flatter- 
ing manner  in  which  it  hae  been  conferred.  In  oar 
estensive  Confederacy,  gentlemen,  embracing  each 
▼arioQs  and  important  relations,  it  mnet  neceaaarily 
happen  that  each  fQccessive  aeuion  of  the  House  of 
Repreientativee  will  bring  with  it  snbjects  of  the 
greatest  moment.  Daring  that  which  we  axe  now 
aboat  to  open,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
the  matters  which  we  shall  be  required  to  consider, 
and  to  decide,  possess  the  highest  degree  of  interest 
To  give  effect  to  oar  deliberations;  to  enable  as  to 
command  the  respect  of  those  who  may  witness  or  be 
affected  by  them;  and  to  entitle  as  to  the  affection 
and  confidence  of  oor  constitoents,  the  maintenance 
of  order  and  decoram  is  absolutely  necessary.  Being 
quite  sure  that  your  own  comfort,  your  sense  of  pro- 
priety, and  the  just  estimate  which  you  most  make  of 
the  dignity  which  belongs  to  this  Hoose,  will  induce 
you  to  render  to  the  Chair  your  cordial  co-operation ; 
I  proceed  to  discharge  its  duties  with  the  sincere  assur- 
ance of  employing  my  best  exertions  to  merit  the 
choice  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make.  And  it 
will  be  to  me  the  greatest  happiness,  if  I  should  be  so 
fortanate  as  to  satisfy,  in  this  respect,  your  ex- 
pectations. 

The  members  were  then  called  orer  by  States, 
and  seyerally  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk, 
and,  on  motion,  Thomas  DouaaBRTT  was  ap- 
pointed, nem,  con. 

In  like  manner,  Thomas  Dunn  was  appointed 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Thomas  Clazton  Doorkeep- 
er and  Benjamin  Bdrch  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to 
the  House. 

John  Scott  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  ana  took  his  seat  as  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

The  Rules  and  Orders  observed  by  the  last 
House  fbr  its  government,  were  temporarily  estab- 
lished for  the  government  of  this  House. 

The  usual  rules  respecting  newspapers,  dec., 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  to  the 
House  the  constitulion  formed  oy  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Alabama  for  their  government ;  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

And,  after  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
part  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate 
to  wait  on  the  President,  the  House  adjourned  till 
to-morrow. 


that  service,  and  that  the  President  answered,  that 
he  would  make  a  communication  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  to-day,  at  12  o'clock. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Chaplains  to  Congress  for 
the  present  session— ^ne  bv  each  House,  who  shall 
interclumge  weekly ;  in  which  resolution  they  ask 
the  concurrence  oi  this  House. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  coneorred  in. 

The  following  proposition  of  amendment  to  the 
standing  rules  ana  orders  of  the  House  was  sub- 
mitted oy  Mr.  LiTTLB,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  viz : 

That  the  51st  rule  of  this  House  be  so  amended,  ae 
that  a  distinct  Committee  of  Manufactores  be  appoint- 
ed»  as  an  additional  standing  committee. 

A  communication  was  then  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  [For  which,  see 
Senate  proceedings,  on^.  pace  12.] 

The  said  Message  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  5,000 
copies  thereof,  and  the  accompanying  documents, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 


TuEsoAY,  December  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Qeorge  Dennison  ;  from  Virginia,  Bal- 
lard Smith,  and  from  Georgria,  William  Ter- 
RiLL^  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  mint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  readv  to  reeeive 
any  communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to 
them,  reported  that  the  committee  had  petformed 


Wbdnesdat,  December  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Vimnia, 
Jab.  Johnson  and  John  Randolph;  from  North 
Carolina,  William  Davidson,  Charles  Hooks, 
Jesse  Slocumb, and  Thomas  Settle;  and  from 
South  Carolina,  William  Lowndes,  appeared, 
produced  their, credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  petition  of  the  conven- 
tion lately  assembled  within  and  for  that  portion 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  called  "  the  District 
of  Maine,"  signed  by  William  King,  president  of 
the  said  convention,  praying  that  the  assent  of 
Congress  may  be  given,  before  the  last  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  to  the  admission  of  the  said  district  into 
the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  State, 
and  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
by  the  style  and  title  of  the  ''  State  of  Maine,'' 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Hill,  Phelps,  Allen,  of  New 
York,  and  Hooks,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  several  memorials 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
of  the  inaabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  presented 
to  the  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  State,  were 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Scott, 
Robertson,  Terril,  Strother,  and  Dswrrr, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  that  on 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  hill 
to  prohibit  the  further  extension  of  slavery  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  authorizing  the  transmission,  free  of 
postage,  of  any  documents  which,  during  the  pre- 
sent and  any  future  session,  may  Be  transmitted  to 
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either  Hooae  of  CongreiB  by  the  President,  or  any 
of  the  Heads  of  D^artments ;  which  resolution 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  sabsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
aopointment  of  a  joint  committee  for  the  Library 
or  Congress,  as  also  a  joint  resolution  "  declaring 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the 
Unions"  in  wiiich  resolutions  they  ask  the  con- 
currence  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  Library  committee  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and  Messrs.  Pinck- 
iiET,  Wood,  and  Mcios,  were  appointed  of  the 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  on  the  part  of  this  House.  On 
the  first  ballot,  the  votes  were :  For  Rev.  Burgess 
Allison  75,  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  61,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Post  18. 

No  choice  having  been  effected  by  this  ballot, 
Mr.  Post's  name  was  withdrawn  from  nomination, 
and  a  second  ballot  took  place,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  result:  For  Mr.  Allison  81,  and  for 
Mr.  Smith  78. 

So  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allison  was  chosen  Chaplain 
to  Congress  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

standino  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  following  standhig 
committees  were  appointed,  viz ; 

CammiUte  of  Way  and  Jifofw— -Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Barwell,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  Tyler. 

Of  lZ^tof»— Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Whitman,  Mr. 
Merrill,  Mr.  Tarr,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Tucker,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Sloan. 

OfC&mmtrce — ^Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Del- 
aware, Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Folger. 

Of  Claims— Mr,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel  Moore,  Mr. 
Culbreth,  Mr.  Bdwaras,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr. 
Metcalfe. 

Pin-  the  District  of  Cdwrnbior-Mr.  Kent,  Mr.  Cobb, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Swearingen,  Mr.  Ful- 
lerton,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey. 

On  the  FMic  Lands — ^Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Ballard  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Stevens. 

On  Private  Land  Claims-^Mr,  Campbell,  Mr. 
Pindall,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  Mr.  Bry- 
an, Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Eddy. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — ^Mr.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Sampson,  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Culpeper,  Mr. 
Tompkins,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 

Burton. 

Of  PfMic  Expenditures — Mr.  Simkins,  Mr.  Slo- 
cumb,  Mr.  Heister,  Mr.  Hazard,  Mr.  Dowse,  Mr. 
Plumer,  and  Mr.  Ford. 

On  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims — Mr.  Rhea, 
Mr.  Maclay,  Mr.  Settle,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachu- 
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setts,  Mr.  Lion,  Mr.  Street,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  the  Judiciary — ^Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Beecher, 
Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Brevard,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, and  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia. 

Of  Accounts — Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
Bateman,  and  Mr.  Upham. 

Of  Re9isal  and  Unjinished  Business — ^Mr.  Morton, 
Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Ball. 

On  the  Escpenditures  in  the  D^Murtment  of  Stats 
Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Peck,  and  Mr.  Hibshmaa. 
.  On  the  Expenditures  in  the  IkpartnwU  of  the  Tretk^ 
sury — Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Hall,  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gross,  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  Experkditures  in  th$  Dspartvssnt  of  War — 
Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Overstreet,  and  Mr.  Gross,  of  New 
York. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Deparimenl  of  ike  Navy — 
Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Fay,  and  Mr.  Buffum. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Offioe^-Mr,  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Haekley,  and  Mr.  Monell. 

On  the  Expenditures  on  the  PMic  BtM2<iw^«— Mr. 
Meigs,  Mr.  Strong,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Hostetter. 

PRBSIDENrs  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York^  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Nslion,  of 
Virginia  being  called  to  the  chair. 

The  President's  Message  of  yesterday  being  ta- 
ken into  considerations- 
Mr.  Taylor  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  the  following  resolutioBs : 

1.  Resoisidf  That  so  mach  of  the  MMMge  of  the 
PMsideot  of  the  Unitod  SUfM  as  relatM  to  the  mb- 
jaet  of  cscrying  into  eflbet  the  late  tnatj  between  Iha 
United  States  and  Spain ;  the  oondition  of  the  inde- 
pendent Goyernmente  of  South  Anienea ;  the  •daui^ 
aion  into  our  ports  of  foreign  shioe  of  war  and  priva- 
t«en»  and  all  other  snb^cota  of  iot^gn  affiiirs,  be  re* 
fcrred  to  a  select  committee. 

%,  That  so  much  of  the  Measage  as  relates  to  forti- 
fications, and  other  military  subjects,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

3.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Navy,  naval  de- 
pots, and  the  protection  of  onr  commerce  upon  the 
ocean,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  ranch  of  the  Moasage  as  relates  to  man- 
a&cturesy  and  to  our  commercial  intereonrse  with 
British  colonial  ports,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Menaiactaree. 

6.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  ralates  to  the 
Boppression  of  the  slave  trade,  be  referred  to  a  seleat 
eemmtttee. 

e.  That  so  much  of  the  Measage  aa  lelafesa  to  the 
eabject  of  revenue,  be  referred  to  the  CommiUee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

These  resolutions  were  separately  agreed  to 
without  debate,  excepting  some  conversation  re- 
specting that  which  rdates  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  in  consequence  of 
a  motion  yesterday  made  by  Mr.  Little,  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  now  pending,  to  distribute  the  sub- 
jects of  commerce  and  manufactures  to  two  dis- 
tinct committees.  The  resolutions,  however,  were 
agreed  to  in  the  above  shape;  and,  being  re- 
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ported  to  the  House,  were  there  also  severally 
agreed  to. 
Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Itolmes,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vir- 

ginia,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Bar- 
Dur,  and  Mr.  Archer,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

lir.  Alexander  Smyth,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Cush-  , 
man,  and  Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  were  apix>inted  j 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution.       ' 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Silshee,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  | 
Wendover,  Mr.  Warfield,  Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Ca-  \ 
rolina,  and  Mr.  Dennison,  were  appointed  a  com-  | 
mittee  pursuant  to  the  third  resolution.  j 

Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Strong,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ro- 
gers, Mr.  Lathrop,  and  Mr.  Ahbot,  were  appointed 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  fifth  resolution. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Tatlob  again  rose,  and  the  House  havine, 
he  said,  agreed  to  refer  tne  several  subjects  ad- 
verted to  in  the  President's  Message,  he  held  in 
his  hand  some  other  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
great  national  concerns  which  were  not  referred 
to  in  the  Message.    Such  propositions  it  had  ap- 
peared at  the  last  session  proper  to  present  directly 
to  the  House,  and  not  to  offer  them  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  whilst  the  President's  Message  was 
under  consideration.    He  should,  therefore,  now 
move  them.    The  first  of  these  resolves,  he  said, 
related  to  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
militia.    It  would  be  recollected  on  this  subject 
there  was  made,  at  the  last  session,  by  a  highlv 
rcBDectable  committee  an  elaborate  report,  whicn 
haa  not  been  acted  on  for  the  want  of  time.    For 
the  purpose  of  reviving  the  consideration  of  this 
matter  at  an  early  peric^  of  the  session,  and  assign* 
ing  to  it  a  select  committee,  he  offered  the  first  of 
the  followin|r  resolves.    The  second  of  them  re- 
lated to  the  improvement  of  the  Indian  tribes  in 
the  arts  of  civilized  life.    It  would  be  recollected, 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
an  appropriation  had  been  made  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  towards  accomplishing  this 
important  object.    It  was  desirable  to  inquire  how 
this  money  had  been  expended,  and  also  whether 
any  thing  more  could  be  done  towards  this  object 
by  Coagresa.    The  third  of  the  resolves  ^elated  to 
the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.    An  appropriation 
of  very  laxge  amount  had  been  made  at  the  last 
acasion  for  tne  completion  of  one  very  important 
and  truly  national  road.    It  was  worth  mauiry 
ho'w  that  money  had  been  expended,  and  womd  be 
a  proper  subject  of  consideration  whether  there 
were  not  other  objects,  of  the  same  character  and 
of  equal  interest,  that  well  deserved  the  attention 
of  Congress.    The  subject  of  the  public  buildiaffs, 
referred  to  in  the  fourth  resolve,  would  necessanly 
require  examination  by  a  committee,  dec.    The 
last  of  these  resolves  related  to  the  suoject  of  rev- 
olutionary pensions,  which  had  excited  great  in- 
terest in  the  country,  and  certainly  deserved,  from 
the  amount  of  expenditure  on  this  object,  the  early 
attention  of  this  House.    With  this  brief  preface, 
Mr.  T.  moved  the  following  resolves: 


1.  Risohedf  That  the  subicet  of  organinng  and 
ditcipliiUDf  the  militia,  be  referred  to  a  select  oom- 
mittce. 

S.  That  the  subject  ef  improving  the  Indian  tribes 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  be  referred  to  a  jielect  com- 
mittee. 

8.  That  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  the  subject  of  the  public  buildings  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  oommittee. 

5.  That  the  subject  of  revolutionsry  pensions  be  re> 
ferred  to  a  select  committee. 

6.  That  the  said  select  committees  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  question  was  taken  on  these  resolutions, 
without, debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
without  opposition. 

Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  Auarles,  Mr.  Herrick,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  Strother,  Mr.  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Walker,  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Kinsley,  Mr.  Richards,  and  Mr.  Baker,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  upon  the  subject  of  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Crafts,  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Mar- 
chand,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  Mr. 
Street,  were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject 01  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Lyman,  Mr.  Cramett,  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Case,  and  Mr.  MeCreaiy, 
were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  subject  of 
the  PuDlic  Buildinffs. 

Mr.  Bloomflcld,  Mr.  Clagctt,  Mr.  Pitcher,  Mr. 
Alexander,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Pat- 
terson, were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolve  for  amending 
the  rules  of  the  House,  so  as  to  direct  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  another 
Committee,  of  Manufactures,  in  lieu  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  heretofore 
annually  appointed,  was  then  called  for. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Vire^inia,  declared  his  opposi- 
tion tojthis  motion.  The  two  subjects  had  here- 
tofore, in  his  opinion,  been  properly  blended,  and 
he  should  like,  he  said,  to  hear  from  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  some  strong  reason  why  they 
should  now  be  separated. 

Mr.  Little,  of  Maryland^  said  he  did  not  know 
what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  coDsidet 
shvng  reason.s,  but  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
himself,  that  the  subject  of  manufactures  was  one 
of  leading  importance,  and  which  engrossed  much 
of  the  aHention  of  the  country  ^  that  it  was  not 
necessarily  connected  with  commerce,  their  inter- 
ests being,  indeed,  frequently  at  variance;  and 
that  the  subject  was  certainly  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude to  occupy,  of  itself,  the  undivided  attention 
of  one  committee. 

Mr.  Newton  said,  in  opposing  this  proposition, 
he  was  actuated  by  no  personal  views,  but  solely 
and  purely  by  considerations  of  a  national  chaiao- 
ter ;  because,  in  short,  he  thought  these  two  inter- 
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€sts  would  be  best  promoted  by  being  both  before 
the  same  committee.  The  subjects  of  commerce 
and  manufactures,  he  said,  were  intimately  con- 
nected. A  memorial  of  manufacturers  is  referred, 
for  example,  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures,  to  inquire  how  the  interest  of  their 
manufactures  can  be  best  promoted.  Taking  the 
subject  into  consideration,  it  appears  that  some 
imported  fabric  comes  into  successful  competition 
with  it ;  and  the  inquirer  then  presents  itself,  what 
duties  it  is  necessary  to  impose,  to  give  the  advan- 
tage to  the  domestic  fabric.  Thus  the  inquiry  be- 
came necessarily  commercial  in  its  termination, 
though  it  began  in  manufactures.  A  committee, 
to  decide  correctly  on  questions  relating  to  either 
of  these  interests,  ought  to  consider  both.  Again : 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  sometimes 
came  in  collision,  from  the  connexion  and  interfe- 
rence of  their  respective  duties,  one  with  the  other. 
But  if  two  committees  be  now  made  out  of  one, 
the  conflict  of  jurisdiction  would  be  extended  to  a 
third  party,  and  this  without  any  apparent  advan- 
tage to  either  party.  One  reason  only  had  been 
onered  for  the  division  of  this  subject  between  two 
committees — ^which  had  been  frequently  heretofore 
attempted  in  vain.  That  reason  was,  that  the 
subject  of  manufactures  was  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  employ  of  itself  one  committee.  On  this 
subject,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  every  thing  that  had  Men  done  for  the  benefit 
of  manufactures,  had  been  done  by  the  connexion 
of  the  consideration  of  them  with  that  of  com- 
mercial subjects  before  one  and  the  same  commit- 
tee. Mr,  N.  here  mentioned  several  manufactures 
which,  he  said^  had  grown  up  under  the  protection 
of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. Had  the  manufacturers,  he  asked,  come 
forward  to  this  House,  through  any  of  their  Rep> 
resentatiyes,  and  asked  for  this  division  ?  He  pro- 
nounced that  thev  had  not,  and  that  they  would 
not  He  held  in  nis  hand  the  letters  of  a  very  in- 
telligent committee  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
on  the  sabject  of  manufactures;  and,  in  obtaining 
information  on  the  subject,  and  collecting  the 
strongest  argruments  in  favor  of  encouraging  man- 
ufactures, they  had  more  than  once  rdferred  for 
them  to  the  former  reports  of  the  committee,  which, 
for  the  benefit  of  manufactures,  it  was  proposed  to 
substitute  by  two  committees.  As  far  as  related 
to  commerce,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  was  his  decided 
opinion  that  the  less  Congress  legislated  on  it  the 
better.  Too  mtic^  legisUtion  was  the  error  of  all 
legislative  bodies.  Commerce,  he  saidi  is  a  sensi- 
tiye  plant:  touch  it.  and  it  shrmks.  Leave  it  un- 
fettered, and  it  would  prosper,  by  seeking  and  find- 
ing its  own  level.  From  his  experience  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, lor  many  years,  he  bdieved,  whoerer 
might  be  selected  to  compose  it.  they  would  en- 
deavor faithfully  to  discharge  their  duty  to  both 
the  interests  confided  to  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Newton.  He  dwelt  on  the 
imnortance  Doth  of  commerce  and  manufactures, 
ana  the  advantage  of  dividing  them  between  two 


committees.  Any  single  committee  whicli  miffht  be 
appointed  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  do  all  that  it 
could;  but  it  was  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that 
the  separation  of  two  great  subjects,  and  assigning 
theni  to  different  committees,  would  give  to  the 
consideration  of  both  more  precision  and  maturity, 
as  well  as  ^preater  de^tch. 

The  question  on  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
rules  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  For  the  motion  88,  against  it  60. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Meiss,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Parker,  of 
Massachusetts,  ana  Mr.  Ross,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

STATE  OP  ALABAMA. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  was 
twice  read.  With  considerable  opposition  as  to 
the  day  on  which  it  should  be  read  a  third  timcL 
to-day  was  determined  on,  and  it  was  read  a  thira 
time,  finally  passed  without  a  division,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Senate.  [The.  yeas  and  nays  were 
required  on  its  passage,  but  the  requisition  was  not 
sustained  by  one-fifth  of  the  House,  the  necessary 
number.] 


Thursday,  December  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
Andrew  Boden,  and  from  North  Carolina,  We l-  ' 
DON  N.  Edwards,  appeared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualified,  and  took  their  scats. 

Mr.  Rich  presented  a  petition  of  RoUin  C.  Mal- 
lary,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont in  the  room  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill,  whom 
he  alleges  to  have  been  illegally  returned — Refer- 
red to  tne  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  Matthew  Lvon,  formerly  a  Representative 
in  Congress  from  tne  State  of  Vermont,  detailing 
the  circumstances  attending,  his  prosecution  for  se- 
dition in  the  year  1798,  and  complaining  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  act  under  which  he  was 
prosecuted  ;  of  illegality  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  before  whom  he  was  tried  and  convicted; 
of  the  fine  he  was  compelled  to  pay,  and  the  im- 
prisonment he  suffered  ;  and  also  setting  forth  the 
miquity  of  the  motives  which  prompted  the  said 
prosecution,  which  he  declares  was  solely  occa- 
sioned by  the  honest  expression  of  his  political 
sentiments ;  and  praying  that  the  amount  of  the 
fine,  with  the  interest  thereon,  maybe  repaid  to 
him,  tog[ether  with  such  sum  as  Confess  may 
think  a  just  and  proper  indemnity  for  hb  being 
drajrged  from  his  nome,  his  family,  friends,  and 
busmess,  and  thrown  into  a  dark  and  loathsome 


y  tne  unrelenting  and  persecu- 
ting spirit  of  those  by  whom  he  was  persecuted. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  memorial  of  the  institu- 
tion in  New  York  for  "  instructmg  persons  deaf 
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and  dmnV  praying  for  a  donationin  land  for  the 
support  of  the  said  institution ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Messrs.  Meigs,  Dick- 
IMSON,  and  Foot,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
hahitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylyania,  praying 
that  the  tariff  of  duties  imposed  on  foreign  man- 
ufactured articles  imported  into  the  United  States 
may  he  so  revised  as  to  revive  the  drooping  man- 
ufacturesp  and  afford  effectual  protection  to  the 
national  industry. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  docu- 
ments by  mail  free  of  postage,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  i^ad  a 
third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  committee  anpointed  yester- 
day upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Virginia^  and  Mr.  Hill,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ins  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  volunteers  and 
muitia  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  whilst  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Seminole 
campaign,  in  all  cases  where  sucn  loss  was  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Qovernment  to  furnish  the  necessary  for- 
age, and  without  any  fault  or  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  owner;  and  Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Van  Renb- 
8ELAEB,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands.  And  the  same  committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for 
completing  the  payments  for  lands  heretofore  pur- 
chased from  the  dovernment  within  said  State. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  rose,  and  intimated 
to  the  House,  tnat,  not  desiring  to  embarrass  the 
question  which  would  probably  arise  on  the  Mis- 
souri bill  now  before  the  House,  he  should  at  pres- 
ent waive  the  motion  which  he  yesterday  announc- 
ed his  intention  to  make,  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
hill  to  prohibit  the  further  extension  of  slavery  with- 
in the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PtNCKNET,  of  South  Carolina,  gave  notice 
that  on  this  day  week  he  should  ask  reave  to  in- 


troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
circulating  medium  for  the  United  States,  and  to 
sustain  the  credit  and  utility  thereof."  He  had 
understood,  he  said,  that,  on  the  last  day  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  haa  pused 
which  had,  in  some  degree,  referred  this  subject  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  had,  therefore, 
determined  to  postpone  for  a  week  this  motion,  to 
give  to  the  House  an  opnortunity  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  or  me  Treasury  on  the  subject. 


Fbiday,  December  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Mattaefaosetts, 
Timothy  Foller,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

William  W.  Woodbridge  also  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentia^  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat,  as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Michigan. 

Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  petition  of  die  child- 
ren and  representatives  of  the  late  General  Baron 
de  Kalb,  wiio  was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  for  the 
pay  and  comnfutation  of  pay  due  for  the  services 
of  the  deceased.-— Referred  to  the  Commitlee  oa 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philaddphiai 

Srayinff  that  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  may 
e  established. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  EowARna^  of  Connecticut,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  mhabitaats  of  that  State,  respec- 
tively praying  that  the  situation  of  the  manufiic- 
turing  interest  of  the  ooontry  may  be  taken  into 
the  serious  consideration  of  Congress,  and  that  the 
tariff  of  duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of  for- 
eign manufactures  may  be  so  amended  as  to  BSbrd 
effectual  security  and  protection  toBvery  bmnch  of 
the  national  industry. 

Mr.  Eddt  also  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  ladies,  acting  for,  and  in  behalf  of,  the 
straw  manufacturers,  residing  in  and  near  Provi- 
dence, in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  tiiat 
the  duties  on  foreign  manufactures  of  straw,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  be  so  augment- 
ed as  to  afford  protection  and  encouragement  to 
similar  articles  of  domestic  manufkcture.— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Manufactures^ 

Mr.  Allen,  of  New  Yoric,  presented  a  petition 
of  James  Guyon,  jr.,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  Represeotatives 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of  Sbe- 
nezer  Sage,  who,  as  he  alleges,  has  been  iUe^ly 
returned. — Referred  to  theCommitteeon  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  of  office,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed 
for  the  officers  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  districts  of  New  Jersey,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Indiana ;  prepared 
and  transmitted  by  thejudges  of  those  districts,  re- 
spectively, in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this 
House  01  the  22d  of  February  last ;  whidi  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  tlie  State  of  New 
York)  enclosing  a  certificate  of  tlie  election  of 
meiaberB  of  this  House  for  that  State,  in  the  six- 
teenth Congress  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
refertfed  to  9ie  CoBuaittee  of  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folobr, 

i?«oM,  That  the  Committee  of  Wayft  and 
Means  be  untracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  ffnmtiDg  to  William  Cofib  and  othen,  owners 
of  die  brig  Bonif,  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a 
quantity  of  whale  oil  imported  from  Patagonia 
and  Brazil  in  iteid  brig  in  tne  month  of  June,  1817, 
and  which  has  since  Men  exported  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  that  such  papers  as  are  on  file  in 
the  Clerk's  office  rdatire  to  said  subject,  be  taken 
therefrom,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pimdall, 

JZesoipsel,  That  the  Cooomittee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  prosecution  of  suits  in  the 
naUure  of  pttitioms  of  r^^  and  informoHons  of  tn^ 
tnuion.  in  cases  in  which  the  Gh>remment  of  the 
Unitea  States  is  concerned. 

REVOLUnONABY  OFFJCERS. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  uf  William 
Jackson,  solieitCMr  on  behalf  of  the  sunmring  officers 
of  the  Rerolutionary  arto^,  praying  ibr  an  equita- 
ble settlement  of  the  half  pay  for  fife,  granted  by 
Congress  during  the  war  of  independence,  to  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  which  he  states  to  have 
been  acknowledged  and  sanctioned  by  the  reports 
of  several  committees  of  Congress,  under  the  pres- 
ent form  of  Qovemment  of  the  United  States; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Pinokney,  Mr.  Hemp- 
bill,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Settle, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  ibUows: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate,  and  the  Honoeable  the 
HoiiM  of  Representatives  of  the  United  StateSt  in 
Congrsas  Resembled: 

Tba  aieBMNM  of  Ihe  sahKiiber,  eeUeitor  on  behalf 
of  the  sttrvmng  ofieen  of  the  Bevolutmary  army  of 
Ihe  United  States*  moal  raspeetftiUy  repvesants : 

Thai  yo«r  memorialiat  is  iaetnifited  by  his  suffering 
coBslilaanIs  to  lynew,  to  your  honorable  Honsee,  the 
application  Ibr  an  eqnitable  eetUeiaent  of  Ihe  half  pay 
for  lile,  as  sltpolated  by  the  resohesof  Congress,  dnring 
the  war  af  Independence,  and  ae  sanetioned  and  ae- 
fcmwMged  by  leports  of  eeveml  eommiUses.  of  Ihe 
Home  ef  RepNeenlalives,  aader  the  present  Oovarn^ 
ment  el  the  Uniled  States. 

To  establish,  in  fuM  piooi;  ihe  siritil  e^aily  of  this 
long  pietraeted  claim,  a  detailed  and  flathfal  sUtement 
of  laele,  drawn  Aom  the  paUio  reeoids  and  other  an- 
Ihentie  doenmeats,  auist  eDmoe-^and  it  wiU  net  be 
deemed  a  trespass  on  the  deliberatione  of  the  NalioBal 
Legislatnie  to  adduce  thoai—inasarach  as  the  faith  of 
Iho  Uniled  Stales^  which  was  solemnly  pledged  to  Ihe 
doe  perfoisaanee  of  the  original  oontract,  m  deep^  in- 
lereiled  in  a  just  end  final  decision  on  this  national 
engat^Bi^nt^-ift  bar  or  abatement  of  which  the  plea 
of  inability  b  no  longer  an  addodble  or  valid  plea — 
the  honorable  folfilment  of  the  contract,  on  the  ^rt  of 
the  claimants^  baring  essentially  contributed  to.mniish 
Ihe  most  ample  means  Ibr  its  diecbarge,  as  leas  than 


the  ten  thousandth  pact,  in  value,  of  the  land,  which  was 
secured  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  exceeds 
the  aggregate  amount  of  their  claim. 

It  is  with  Ihe  moot  respedfal  deference  your  memo- 
rialist obeerves  that,  while  the  ptessnie  of  the  Bevo- 
lution  and  its  results,  prevented  full  and  coned  settle- 
ments of  public  contracts,  no  dass  of  creditors  more 
cheerfblly  eoqnieeoed  in  Ihe  necessity  of  withholdiag 
their  demands,  than  the  impoverished  and  distrcaeed 
oAeers  of  the  Bevolationaiy  armv,  who  not  only  fiir- 
bofe  to  psefor  the  present  claim,  mr  many  years  after 


the  war,  but  abstained  from  remarking  on  the  perlial 
favor  which  had  been  extended  to  the  foreign  officers 
in  the  eenrice  of  the  United  Slates,  who,  as  early  as 
the  9d  of  February,  1784,  three  months  after  the  ermy 
had  been  disbanded,  were  permitted  to  exchange  their 
certificates  at  the  Trsasary  of  the  United  Stales,  fbr 
cerliflcalss  of  registered  debt,  on  which  an  interest  of 
six  per  osnt  per  snnum  was  allowed,  and  was  regularly 
paid  in  specie, nntil  they  chose  toreceive Ihe piindpal, 
which  was  also  paid  to  them. in  spsde;  whab  the 
American  officer,  whose  service,  both  in  term  and  nri- 
valien,  exceeded  that  of  Ihe  foreign  officer,  in  move  than 
a  double  ratio,  was  compelled,  without  allerBative,  to 
receive  a  certiicsto  of  oommulalion^  to  which  he  had 
never  assented,  on  which,  for  many  years  after  it  was 
issued,  no  interest  was  paid,  and  the  priae^Hd  of 
which,  when  sold  to  procure  the  means  of  sustaining 
that  lift  which  had  been  so  often  and  so  freely  expoeed 
to  sscore  tim  independence  and  sovereigaty  of  his  now 
peaceful  and  prosperous  country,  did  not  yield  to  Ihe 
starving  veteran  one-eighth  part  of  its  nominal  value. 
Nor  was  Ihe  iigary  to  the  aggrieved  officer,  by  the 
non-fulfihttoBl  of  Ihe  original  contact,  limited  to  the 
loss  of  ail  the  interest  and  seven*eightlis  of  the  principal 
of  the  commnlallon  eertiflcato;  il  has  doosMd  him, 
Ihiough  life,  to  psnaiy  and  distress ;  fvr,  in  eocediag 
to  the  proposhion  which  Congress,  in  the  darkeal  and 
most  doabllul  peiied  of  the  Bevolulion,  made  to  Ihe 
offiosTi,  to  eontinue  in  esrvice  until  the  dose  of  the 
war,  on  Ihe  exprsss  etipttlalion  that  ihey  should  be 
allowed  half  pay  Ibr  life,  Ihey  not  only  dieted  them- 
sslvee  to  the  ssrviee  of  iheir  ceuatiy,  but,  exhausting 
their  indindoel  rsaonrcee  in  unavoidable  expcmditare, 
(as  a  month's  pay  would  not  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes,) 
and  reKnquishiatg  all  privato  pursuiU,  they  lost  Oie 
opporUialties  enjoyed  by  their  fellow-citiaens,  of  acqai- 
ring  proiMBons  and  the  aMsos  of  future  support,  and, 
by  the  violation  of  the  promise  of  half  pay  ftar  life,  and 
the  total  failure  of  the  commutation  certificate,  they 
were  left,  at  the  clooe  of  an  eight  yean'  war,  and  in 
the  very  hour  of  national  triumph,  gained  by  Iheir 
efforts,  in  poverty  and  want.  The  painful  truths, 
national  and  individual,  which  eonslitnto  and  allsst 
this  solemn  contract,  are  adduced  with  extreme  leluo- 
tanoe ;  and  the  wounded  sensibility  that  would  have 
suppessied  them,  has  «nly  yielded  to  a  neeessiiy  which 
admits  no  eonlral. 

That  no  doubt  may  rest  on  the  validity  of  this  hsrd- 
earned  claim,  your  memorialist  most  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  brief  stetement  of  feets  in  confir- 
mation : 

On  Ihe  21st  of  October,  1780,  Congress  resolved 
that  half  pay  for  life  should  be  allowed  to  the  officers 
of  the  Revcdutionary  army,  who  should  continue  in 
service  to  the  dose  of  the  war. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  Congress  resolved 
that  the  officers  who,  by  the  reform  of  the  army,  might 
be  reduced,  should  be  sUowod  half  pay  for  life,  as  weU 
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M  the  ofiioen  who  ihoald  continae  in  service  to  the 
close  of  the  wtr. 

As  DO  assertion  can  contravene  these  positive  stipa* 
lations  on  the  part  of  Gofemment,  no  argument  is 
required  to  maintain  them,  and  it  only  remains  to  show 
that  they  have  never  been  fulfilled ;  for— 

On  the  88d  of  March,  1783,  when  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  were  signed ;  when  every  service  and 
sacrifice  that  had  been  stipulated,  or  could  be  required 
on  the  part  of  the  offieen,  had  been  faithfully  performed, 
and  were  honorably  recorded  in  the  acknowledged  in- 
dependence and  oovercignty  of  the  United  States;  when 
the  stipulated  reward  of  half  pay  for  life  had  become 
a  complete  and  vested  right  in  each  individual  officer, 
Congress  resolved  that  the  half  pay  for  life  should  be 
commuted  for  five  years'  foil  pay— ^exclusively  referring 
the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  to  the  decision  of 
lines  and  corps,  and  expressly  denying  the  right  of 
rafusal  to  the  officers  individually ;  by  which  arl^trary 
measure  not  only  a  numerous  minority  of  the  younger 
officers  of  the  main  army,  who  dissented,  and  protested 
against  the  change,  but  all  the  officers  of  the  lines  of 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  Virginia  line,  who  had  been  made  prisoners 
of  war,  and  not  being  reorganised,  could  not  be  con- 
sulted, either  in  corps  or  as  individuals^  were  deprived 
of  their  just  and  vested  rights.  The  officers  in  the 
minority  of  the  main  army,  without  their  consent,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Soathern  lines,  without  even  the 
knowledge  that  the  measure  of  commutation  had  been 

proposed! 

Under  this  concise  and  correct  statement  of  facts, 
authenticated  by  the  public  records,  it  must  be  adolit- 
ted  that  the  United  States  were  not  at  liberty,  on  any 
sound  principle  of  law  or  morals>  to  make  any  change 
in  the  original  contract  for  the  half  pay  for  life,  with- 
out the  express  oonsent  of  each  individual  .officer, 
whose  right  therein  had  become  vested  and  complete. 
And,  on  this  conclusion,  your  honorable  Houses  are 
invoked,  by  every  consideration  of  national  foidx  and 
individual  justice,  to  administer  the  only  relief  which 
the  strict  equity  of  the  case  admits  and  requires— -an 
adherence  to  the  original  contract,  by  allowing  the 
amount  of  arrearages  of  the  half  pay,  without  interest, 
from  the  close  of  the  war,  and  deducting  therefrom 
five  years'  full  pay,  or  nominal  amount  of  the  commu- 
tation certificate,  and  continuing  the  half  pay,  in  half- 
yearly  payments,  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary army,  for  and  during  their  natural  lives, 
respectively. 

That  the  mode  of  settlement  which  is  here  most 
respectfhily  suggested,  is  just  and  liberal,  on  behalf  of 
the  claimants,  mti^t  be  erident,  on  considering  thai  it 
proposes  to  refund  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the 
commutation  certificate,  of  which  the  offieen  did  not 
receive  more  than  one-eighth  part,  in  a  sale  forced  by 
want  of  bread,  and  that  it  relinquishes  all  interest  on 
the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay,  thereby  placing  the 
public  in  a  mora  profitable  position  than  if  the  original 
contract  had  never  been  violated. 

Thui  the  consideration  for  which  the  half  pay  for 
life  was  covenanted,  was,  in  all  respects,  different  from 
that  of  any  other  contract,  is  more  lamentably  attested 
by  the  sacrifice  which  it  exacted,  and  by  tbe  privations 
which  it  has  since  imposed  on  the  claimants,  and  that 
the  present  application  for  relief  is  not  only  in  strict 
equity,  but  is,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  toUHy 
distinct  from  that  of  all  other  public  creditors,  must 
also  be  admitted,  when  tbe  facts  which  support  it  are 
compared  with  those  of  any  other  claim. 


The  citisen  who  aoM  his  property  to  tlie  puUie 
during  the  Revolution,  received  a  price  proportioned 
to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  had  it  in  his  power  to 
part  with  the  purchase  money  befora  the  depreciatioo 
was  enhanced.  The  contribution  furnished  by  the 
officer,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States,  that  half  pay 
for  life  ahouid  be  allowed,  was  of  much  higher  value 
than  any  species  of  property ;  it  was  the  devotion  of  his 
time»  and  toil,  and  blood,  to  the  service  and  aafety  of 
the  nation,  involving  not  meraly  the  hazard  of  life, 
but  multiplied  privations,  if  his  life  should  be  spared  ; 
and  it  was  contradistinguished  from  all  other  clmimB 
by  the  express  nature  of  the  contract,  which  rendered 
the  stipulated  compensation  absolutely  dependent  on 
the  contingency  of  success,  and  to  which  contingency 
the  labor  and  life  of  the  officer  were  ple<lged  by  his 
engtgement  to  continue  in  the  service  to  the  dose  of 
the  contest.  Nor  is  it  more  distinguished  from  all 
other  claims,  by  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  original 
contract,  than  it  has  been  by  the  repeated  infractions 
which  that  contract  has  suffered,  having,  in  express 
contradiction  of  tbe  various  acts  of  the  Goremment, 
been  thrice  delated. 

1st.  By  the  arbitrary  oonveraion  of  tbe  complete 
and  vested  right  which  the  officer  had  acquired  in 
the  half  pay  for  life,  into  a  commutation  of  five  years* 
full  pay. 

So.  By  compelling  the  officer  to  receive,  instead  of 
five  yean*  full  pay  in  money,  a  csrtifieaCa,  which 
yielded  no  interest  for  many  yean  afUr  it  wms  issued, 
and  the  principal  of  which  waa  not  available  to  the 
impoverished  officer  for  more  than  one-eighth  or  one- 
tenth  of  its  nominal  value,  as  is  explicitly  attested  by 
tbe  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  30th  of  January,  1810. 

3d.  By  the  act  of  Government  which  established  the 
funding  system,  converting  the  commutation  certifi- 
cate, which  had  been  declared  to  be  only  an  equiva- 
lent for  the  half  pay  for  life,  when  it  carried  an  inter- 
eat  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  into  deferred  debt  and 
stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum. 

By  tiie  last  infraction  of  this  national  engagement, 
independent  of  all  other  injury,  the  officer  has  lost,  in 
this  defelcation  of  interest  alone,  calculated  to  the 
present  time,  according  to  the  payment  of  inteitest  on 
the  public  debt,  quarterly,  mora  than  the  whole  nominal 
amount  of  the  commutation  certificate,  which  amount 
has  been  taken  from  the  individual  and  transferred  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  against  every  prin- 
ciple of  equity  and  national  honor. 

Facts  thus  attested,  require  no  further  illustration ; 
they  are  drawn  from  the  highest  authorities,  and  an 
within  the  reach  of  immediate  raferenoe--*and  your 
memorialist,  confident  in  the  correctnese  of  the  state- 
ment which  he  submits  to  your  honorable  Houses^  is 
well  assured  that  the  dedaion,  which  is  now  prayed 
for,  in  behalf  of  his  long  sufTering  eonaUtnents,  will  be 
conformed  to  the  wisdom  and  juattce  of  an  enlightened 
Government,  and  to  the  gratitude  and  liberally  of  an 
independent  and  prosperous  nation. 

And  on  this  assurance  he  would  dose  the  prayer  of 
his  petition.  But  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  firat 
of  patriots,  the  illustrious  leader  of  the  American 
Army,  to  place  befora  your  honorable  Houaee  his 
dignified  and  disinterested  sentiments  on  this  inter- 
esting subject 

General  Wabuivotoh,  when  addressing  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  several  States,  on  the  subject  of  half  pay 
and  commutation,  atates  in  hia  letter,  dated 
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*<I  may  b«  allowad  to  ny,  it  was  the  ptiee  of  their 
blood  and  of  your  indopendeDce-^it  is  theroforo  more 
than  a  common  debt— it  ie  a  debt  of  honor;  it  can 
never  be  conaidered  aa  a  pension  or  gratuity,  nor  can- 
celled until  it  m  fairly  dischargetJ* 

"  G.  WASHINGTON." 

On  thia  aHectiog  and  conclusive  testimony,  yonr 
memorialist  resta  a  well-founded  hope  that  the  eqoiw 
able  claim  of  hia  constituents,  aa  now  statedv  will  be 
immediately  accorded. 
And  your  memorialist  will  ever  pray. 

W.  JACKSON, 
Soiiciior  on  behalf  of  the  ourmving  qfUere 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army  o/  the  (/.  & 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  rose  to^er  a  reso- 
lution. In  doing  so,  he  disclaimed  any  intention 
or  wish  to  agitate  anew  any  question  arisihg  out 
of  the  subject  which  had,  been  so  much  discussed 
in  this  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  But, 
he  said,  if  there  was  any  point  on  which  this 
House  should  be  particularly  tenacious  of  its  pre- 
rogatives, it  was  upon  its  Constitutional  right  of 
originating  revenue  bills,  and  its  concurrent  right, 
witn  the  Senate,  of  denoting,  according  to  their 
own  discretion,  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
moneys  should  be  appropriated  and  applied.  The 
only  object,  then,  of  his  present  motion,  was  to 
inquire  whether  any  abuses  in  the  distributioli  of 
the  public  money  had  heretofore  occufted,  that,  if 
so,  they  might  for  the  future  be  provided  against. 

Mr.  S.  then  presented  the  following  resolution : 

Resohedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  ibis  Honse,  whether  any  of  the  public 
moneys  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the'  pay  and 
subeistence  of  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  4tb  day  of  March,  1816,  hav«  been  applied 
to  the  support  of  any  army  or  detachment  of  troops 
raised  without  the  consent  of  this  House,  or  the  au- 
Uiority  of  Congress ;  and  that  the  said  committee  also 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  debate  or 
opposition^  and  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
UuLPEPER,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Elias  Earle,  and  from  Georgia,  John  A. 
Cuthbert.  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualined,  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 

Resolved,  That,  in  all  cases  where  petitions  were 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress 
to  this  House,  and  referred  to  committees,  but  not 
finally  acted  upon,  both  by  the  committees  and  the 
House,  the  said  petitions  shall  be  considered  a& 
again  presented  and  referred  to  the  same  commit- 
tees, respectively,  without  special  orders  to  that 
effect.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittees, respectively,  upon  application  in  behalf  of 
any  petitioner,  whose  petition  was  present^  and 


referred  as  afoienud,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
In  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  referred  to  such 
committee  by  special  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  the  acts 
incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city, 
which  expire  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  with  sev- 
eral alterations  and  amendments  which  are  therein 
stated. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Bank  ot 
Alexandria,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  said  bank,  and  that  it  may  not  be  consoli- 
dated with  other  banks  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
A.  Beatty,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha  W.  Wil- 
liams, and  John  Hoye,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  prayin?  to  be  permitted  to  erect 
buildings  on  the  south  side  of  Water  street,  ii\  said 
town,  which  they  are  now  prohibited  from  ^ng, 
by  an  act  of  Maryland,  passed  in  the  year  1784. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Littlb  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, praying  that  an  uniform  sjslem  of  bank- 
ruptcy may  be  established^-^Referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Ovbrstheet  presented  a  petition  of  Tho- 
mas Hightower,  praying  compensation  for  an  in- 
jury sustained  by  his  slave,  while  gratuitously  assist- 
ing a  wagon  loaded  with  ordnance^  which  oeeame 
impeded  near  the  house  of  the  petitioner  .-^Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Qad  Worthington ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  comnittee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Grooding^  and 
James  Williams ;  which  was  read  twice,  anif  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholelast  appointed. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Denton,  Little,  &  Co.,  and  of  Harznan  Hendricks, 
of  New  York ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Spsaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees,  proper  to  be  allowed  for  the  officers  of  the 
district  courts  of  North  Carolina,  prepared  and 
transmitted  by  the  judse  of  that  district,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  22d  of 
February  last ;  which  schedule  was  referred  tq  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  ot 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  prohibiting  by  law  the  emission  or  circu- 
lation, within  the  said  Disdict,  of  any  bank  note 
or  notes^  intended  to  constitute  an  ordinary  me- 
dium or  exchange,  of  a  denomination  under  five 
doHars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  act,  passed  at  the 
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last  seasioB,  entitled  '^An  act  ^itber  to  suspend 
for  a  limited  time  the  sale  of  a  forfeitiire  of  lands 
for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon." 

REPORT  ON  THB  FINANCES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  or  the  finances; 
'which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

TasAsvBT  Dkpabtmist,  Dee.  10,  1810. 

8im:  I  have  the  honor  to  tranfmit  herewith  a  report, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
establish  Uie  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  dec 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  the  Pas  si  at  «t  of  the  Senate. 


In  obedieace  to  the  direetioae  of  the  *^ Act  eappla- 
mealaiy  to  the  aet  to  establirii  the  Treasury  Dkepart- 
maoty''  the  Secretary  of  the  Tceaeury  lespectfuUy  sab- 
mile  the  IbUowing  report : 

let.  Of  ike  Reftenue. 

The  net  revenae  srising  from  duties  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  internal  dntiee,  direct  tax,  puUic  lands, 
poalage,  and  other  inotdeBtal  receipts,  daring  the  year 
1S16,  aauiaatsd  to  f49»666,«4S  76,  vis: 

Customs,  (see  statement  A.)   •        •  #86,306,09S  60 
Internal  datiee  «...     6,066,236  88 

Dirael  tax 5,7S8,16S  t6 

PaUieUads l,367,06tf  S8. 

^Paelage,  and  other  iaeUeaftal  reeeipts       ST6,383  9i 


That  which  accrued  Irmn  the  eame  eources  daring 
tlM  year  1616^  amounted  to  $86,667,  904  73,  ris: 

Gastoms,  (see  statement  A.)    •        •937,484,100  86 
lalenial  dutiee  ....     4,806,183  36 

Divset  tax 2,786,348  30 

Public  lands 1,764.487  88 

AMlage,  and  other  incidental  reeeipts        337,840  63 


That  whi6h  acemed  from  the  same  sources,  during 
1817,  amaontedto  f34,866,337  84,  via: 

CustOBM,  (seesUtement  A.)      -        •$17,634,776  16 
Internal  duties  ....     3,676,863  77 

Diiaet  tax 1,888,787  04 

Publie  lands,  (exdusiTe  of  Mississipia 

stock) 3.016,977  00 

Postage,  and  other  iacidentai  wttmp^        813,866  88 


3r 


And  Ihat  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources  dur- 
ing the  year  1818,  amounted  to  $86,006,900  66,  vii : 
Customs,  (sea  statement  A.^    >        •  $31,888,461  48 
Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  atate- 

mentB.^ 

Araeaia  of  dhreet  lax,  (aee  statement 

B.) 

Pabfic  lands,  axdnriTe  of  Mississippi 

etoak,  (see  atalement  C.) 
Poetagab  diridends  on  bank  stock,  and 
other  incidental  receipta,  (see  state- 
ment B.)       •       •        -        -       - 


047,946  83 

368,936  01 

3,464,687  90 


590,848  93 


It  is  aecertaiaed  that  the  grass  amoant  of  duties  an 
laeffehaAdiae  and  toanage,  whidi  ha? e  aooniad  during 


the  three  fiiat  quaitaia  of  the  preseat  year,  excecdi 
$18,000,000. 

And  the  sales  of  paUic  lands  dnring  the  eame  pe- 
riod. haTe  exceeded  $8,700,000. 

The  psyments  into  the  Treasury  during  tha  tiiree  first 
quarters  of  the  year,  are  estimated  to  amount  to, 
(inclustre  of  $169,694  07  in  Treasury  notes)— 

$19,660,607  17 

Customs  -  •  $16,604,081  88 

Public  lands,  (exdus- 


3,868,666  61 


ive  of 
stock) 
Arrears   of   internal 


Arrears  of  direct  tax 
First  instalment  pay- 
able by  U.  8.  Bank 
Pint  dividend  on  the 
.    U.  8.  shaics  in  the 

U.  &  Bank  • 
Incidental  receipts    • 
Repayments 


196,681  08 
73^880  24 

800,000  00 


175,000  OO 
59,095  43 
86,462  29 


And  the  payments  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  4th  quarter  of  the  year, 
from  the  same  aources,  are  estima- 
ted at  - 


5,000,000  00 


Making  the  whole  amount 

to  l»e  receiTed  into  the  Treasury, 

during  the  year  1819,  (exduslTe  of 

$169,684  07  in  Treaeary  notae)    -    84,381,013  10 
Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 

Treiaary  on  the  let  day  of  iaanary 

lent,  (exdnsiva  of  $38,156  61   in 

Treasury  notes,)  amounting  to      •      1446,371  S3 


Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of       -    85,837,384  33 

The  applicatiaa  of  this  sum  lor  the 

year  1819,  is  estimated  m  foUows, 

▼ii: 
To  tiu  80th  of  September  the  paym'ts, 

(exclusive  of  $81,161  79  in  Treaa- 

ury  notes,  which  have  been  dcawn 

from  the  Treasury  and  cancelled,) 

amounted  to         -        .        -        -  $18,198,387  48 
Ciril,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 


expenses 

Military  service,    (in 
eluding  arrearage)  • 

Naval  service,  (includ- 
ing the  permanaat 
appropriation  lor  the 
gradual  increaae  of 
the  navy) 

Public  debt,  (exclusive 
of  $81,161  79  in 
Treas'y  notes,  above 
mentioned 


-    2,644,613  98 


7,665,961  73 


3,637,640  43 


-    4,454,173  31 


During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  estima- 
ted that  the  payments,  (exclusive  of 
$120,687  79  in    Treasury  ^otes, 
which  will  be  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury and  cancelled,)  wUl  amount  to 

Civil,  diplomatic,   and  miseeUaaeoitt 
.expenses  •  $800,000 


7,300,000  00 


721 


HI8T0BT  OF  CONGRESS. 


722 


Dbcbmbu,  1819. 


nip^ti  on  mB  Wimo/iuxB, 


H.  opR. 


:^=: 


MUiUiy 

NftTii  MTviee 

Poblk  dobt,  to  th«  Ul 
of  Jan.,  18S0,  (exclai- 
Weoffl90^7  79iii 
TreMiny  ootos,  sbor* 


fl,5S9^009 
800,000 


4,970»000 


Makinf  the  aggregate  amount,  (ex- 
cIumTe  of  $901,740  68  in  Treaaniy 
Dotas,  drawn  from  tke  Treamiy  and 


caDceUed,)  of 


-    96,499,887  43 


And  leaving,  on  the  let  of  Jan.,  1890, 
a  balaoce  in  the  Treaeniy,  estimated 
at 


$934,996  90 


2d.    Of  the  PubHe  Debt. 

The  funded  debt  which  waa  contiacted  before  the  year 
1812,  and  which  wae  nnredeemed  on  the  firat  daj 
oi  Oct.,  1818,  (as  appears  bj  atatament  I,)  amoont- 
edto $29,681,980  07 

And  that  contracted  sobsequently  to 
the  1st  day  of  Janoary,  1812,  and 
unredeemed  on  the  let  of  October, 
1818,  as  appears  by  the  same  state- 
ment, ampunted  to        •        •        .    68,146^039  84 


the  aggregate  amount  of 

Which  sum  agreee  with  the  ameunt 
staled  in  the  last  annual  report,  as  na* 
redeemed  on  the  1st  Oetober,  1010, 
exeeptiuf^  the  sum  of  $1,686  13,  wiiieh 
wae  then  short  estimsiled,  efid  which 
has  since  been  corrected  by  actual  eet- 
tlement. 

On  the  1st  day  of  January  there  was 
added  to  the  amount,  for  Treasury 
notes  brought  into  the  Treaaury  and 
cancelled,  and  fi>r  which  the  Allow- 
ing stock  was  issued : 
In  6  per  cent,  stock  -  $49,024  71 
In  7  per  cent,  stock  2,646  00 


97,887,319  91 


Making 


61,670  71 
-$97,878,990  62 


From  which  deduct  Louiaiana  six  per 
cent,  stock,  reimbnned  on  the  31at 
of  October,  1818    .  $4,977,960  00 

And  defierrsd  stock  re- 
imbiuaed  between 
the  1st  Oct,  1818, 
and  1st  Jan.,  1819         263,863  27 


6,230,813  27 


ig  the  public  debt,  which  wae 
unredeemed  eo  the  1st  Jan.,  1819, 
(as  appears  by  sUtement  %,}  am*t 

to 

Prom  the  Ist  of  January  to  the  30th 
September,  inohiBiTe»  there  was,  by 
funding  Tieaauiy  notes,  and  issn- 
tng  3  per  eent.  slock*  Ibr  interest  on 
eld  regwlefed  debt,  added  to  Ae 
puMie  debt,  (as  appears  by  state* 
men!  3,)  the  ameunt  of        -       • 


92,648,177  36 


36,136  69 
$98,iB4»8t9  94 


Fron  whkh  deduct  the  amount,  of 
stock  purchased  during  that  period, 
(as  appears  by  statement  4)-— 

$711,967  56 
And  the  sstimated  reim- 
bttneme&t  of  deferred  ^ 

•     243,627  88 


966,786  43 


Making,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1819, 
(as  appears  by  statement  3,)  the 
sum  <rf- 

Siuce  the  30th  of  September  there  has 
been  redeemed,  or  proTision  made 
for  the  redemption  of  64  per  cent. 
of  the  Louisiana  slock*  unpaid  on 
the  1st  October,  1819,  amounting 
to  -        -        -        -$2,601,817  16 

And  Uiere  will  be  reim- 
bursed of  the  princi- 
cipal  of  the  deferred 
6  per  cent  stock,  on 
the   1st  Jan.,   1820       241,606  70 


$91,728»627  61 


2343,323  86 
Leanng  the  public  debt  unredeemed 
on  the  let  Jan*ry,  1820,  by  estimate  $88,885,203  66 


$181321  00 


The  Treasury  notes  in  circulation  are 
estimated,  (as  appears  by  statement 
6,)  at  -        -        .        -        - 


The  whole  of  the  awards  made  by  te  cemmi 

appoittCed  under  the  sereml  aeU  ef  Oongiess  far 
iodemttii^uig  certain  daimanta  of  puUio  iandi,  (as 
appearafc^  statement  6^)  amounte  to  $4382,161  12 

Of  which  there  has  been  leceieed  at 
the  office  of  the  Commiasioiier  of 
theCleneral  X«and  Office,  (as  appeals 
by  statement  C,)  theaum  of  -        -     23T2374  31 


Leaviug  outatattding,  al  the  datee  of 
the  seteral  letnnis  from  the  land 


djatriete 


-   $1309,676  81 


3.  Of  UU  £tiitnaie$  (^  iki  Pubke  Bevenue  4md  £$!' 
pmditwufit  ike  ytmr  1820. 

in  pieseuting  the  eatimate  for  the  year  1820,  it  may 
he  proper  lo  obaerve,  that,  when  tM  internal  duties 
were  repealed,  on  dM  31at  of  December,  1817,  ^e 
permamnt  revenue,  indoding  (hose  duties,  was  esti- 
mated at  $24326,000,  while  the  annual  authoriiad 
expenditttre  was  ascertained  to  be  less  than  the  sum 
of  $28,000,000.  The  repeal  of  the  internal  dulMa 
reduoed  the  fovmer  to  $29,026^000,  while  the  pay- 
mems  from  tike  Treasmy,  during  the  year  1818,  ex- 
ceeded $26,000,000 ;  and  thoee  of  the  present  year 
wiH,  probab^,  fiUl  but  little  short  of  $26300,000. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  TroMUiy  <^  the  21st  of 
November,  1818,  the  receipts  for  the  preoent  year 
were  estimated  at  $24,220,000.  Although  this  eoti- 
male  will  be  reahaed  in  ito  general  result,  defioiendes 
have  been  ascertaised  in  the  customs,  the  internal 
duties  and  direct  tax,  the  bank  dividenda  and  the  peat- 
age  of  lattets.  The  deficiency  which  has  occurred  in 
the  customs,  internal  dutiea,  and  direct  taxes,  will 
probably  augment,  in  nearfy  the  aame  degree,  the  ra- 
ceiptefrom  those  sonrcsa  in  the  year  1820,  liythe 
payment  of  4be  revenue  bonda,  and  of  that  portion  ef 


723 


HISTORY  OF  00NORS8B. 


724 


H.  OP  R. 


Clams  for  Property  Lott^  fc. 


Dbcember,  1619. 


the  internsl  dutiM  snd  dirMi  taxes,  which,  if  the  ac- 
coitomed  punctaaltty  had  been  obeenred,  woald  have 
beeo  received  during  the  preeeni  year.     Bat  it  i* 

Erobable  that  the  receipti  of  that  year  will  be  dimin- 
ihed  by  the  noa-payment  of  the  bank  dindenda,  and 
by  the  application  of  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  landf  to  the  redemption  of  the  outstanding 
Missismppi  stock.  The  receipU  for  the  yesr  1820, 
appitcable  to  the  ordinary  and  current  demands  upon 
tne  Treasury,  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  twenty- 
two  millions  of  dollars,  viz : 

Customs $19,000,000  00 

Public  Lands 2,000,000  00 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 

tax 460,000  00 

Second  instalment  due  by  the  United 

States  Bank          ....         600,000  00 
Incidental  receipto    ....  60,000  00 
Which,  with  the  sum  estimated  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1820 334,996  90 

Make  the  aggregate  amount  of        $22,834,996  90 


The  estimates  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year  1820 
are  not  yet  complete;  but  it  is  ascertained,  from  those 
which  have  already  been  received,  that  a  sum  not  less 
than  $27,000,000  will  be  required  for  the  service  of 
that  year.  This  deficit  of  nearly  $5,000,000,  result- 
ing from  the  excess  of  expenditure  beyond  the  re- 
ceipts, cannot  bo  supplied  by  any  application  of  the 
ordinary  revenue.  After  paying  the  interest  and  re- 
imbarsement  of  the  public  debt,  and  redeeming  the 
remainder  of  the  Louistana  stock,  about  $2,600,000 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  remain  without  application, 
if  the  price  of  the  public  stocks  should  oontinoe  above 
the  prices  at  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  authorised  to  purchase.  During  the  years 
1821,  1822,  and  1823,  the  average  sum  of  $6^0,000 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  also  remain  without  appli- 
cation, if  the  price  of  the  public  stock  should  prevent 
ita  purchase.  Any  application  of  that  portion  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which,  on  account  of  the  price  of  the 
public  stock,  may  remain  unemployed  in  the  hands  of 
the  CommiMioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  other 
branches  of  the  public  service,  if  allowable  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  making  the  appropriation,  would 
only  postpone  the  period  at  which  additiettal  imposi- 
tions would  be  required  to  meet  the  public  expendi- 
ture. Such  an  application  would  also  have  the  efot 
of  ultimately  retarding  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  although  »me  of  the 
items  in  the  estimate  for  the  ensuing  year  may  be 
considered  in  their  nature  temporary,  yet  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  estimate  for  succeeding  years  will  exceed 
rather  than  fall  below  it. 

Under  all  the  eiicnmstances,  it  is  respectlully  sub- 
mitted,  that  the  public  interest  requires  that  the  rev- 
enue be  augmented,  or  that  the  expenditure  be  dimin- 
ished. 

Should  an  increase  of  the  revenue  be  deemed  expe- 
dient, a  portion  of  the  deficit  may  be  supplied  by  an 
addition  to  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  various  arti- 
cles of  fiireign  merchandise,  and  by  a  reasonable  duty 
upon  sales  at  public  auction ;  but  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  modification  of  the  existing  tariff  can  auper- 
sede  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  internal  taxation  if 
the  expenditure  ia aotdiminiehed.    Should  Congrssa 


deem  it  expedient  to  modify  the  preeeat  imte  of  dotiei, 
with  a  view  to  afford  that  protection  to  our  eottfoa, 
woollen,  and  iron  manufactures,  which  ia  imrriiiTytp 
secure  to  them  the  domestic  market,  the  neocssitj  of 
resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation  will  be  aog- 
mented.  It  is  believed  that  the  present  is  a  favoraUe 
moment  for  afferding  efficient  protection  to  that  in-  i 
creasing  and  important  interest,  if  it  caa  be  done  eon- 
siitently  with  the  general  interest  of  the  nation.  The 
situation  of  the  countries  from  whence  our  foni^ 
manuikctures  have  been  principally  draws*  authorizes 
the  expectation,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  maaopoly  of 
the  home  market  being  secured  to  our  cotton  and 
woollen  manufactures,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
manufacturing  skill  and  capital  of  those  countries  will 
be  promptly  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and  in- 
corporated into  the  domestic  capital  of  the  Union. 
Should  this  expectation  be  realised,  the  disadvantages 
resulting  from  such  a  monopoly  would  quickly  disap- 
pear. In  the  meantime,  it  is  believed  that  a  system  of 
internal  taiation  would  be  severely  felt  by  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizens. 

Whether  the  revenue  be  augmented,  or  the  expca- 
diture  be  diminished,  a  loan  to  some  extent  will  be 
necessary%  The  augmentotion  of  the  one,  or  the -dimi- 
nution of  the  other,  cannot  be  effected  in  suffidest 
time  to  prevent' this  necessity.  As  the  six  per  cent. 
stock  of  the  United  States  is  considerably  above  par, 
the  sum  required  to  be  raised  by  loan  can  be  conve- 
niently and  advantegeously  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
stock  of  that  description,  or  it  may  be  obtained  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  If  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture shall  bo  equalixed,  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes, 
not  bearing  inteiest,  is  recmnmendcd  in  pnfiBrenee 
to  the  creation  or  sale  of  stock*  as  the  loon,  in  that 
event,  will  be  small  in  amount,  and  temporary  ia  ite 
nature. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  dbc. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  folr  consideration : 

JU$olvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  compensating  such  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  sufiered  captivity  or  loss  of  property,  by  the 
enemy,  between  the  times  of  their  approach  to,  and 
retreat  from,  Pitteburg,  in  the  year  1814,  and  which 
happened  in  consequence  of  such  citizens  having  been 
in  arms  with  the  militia  agunst  such  enemy,  or  hav- 
ing refused  protection  from  them,  and  without  neglect 
or  fault  on  the  part  of  such  citizens ;  and  that  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
resolution,  as  changing  the  pvactice  of  tne  House, 
which  had  been  to  refer  claims  of  that  description 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  That  committee 
had^  he  said,  invariably  paid  due  attention  to  the 
subjects  referred  to  them ;  it  had  made  many  re- 
ports to  the  House,  and  those  rqiorts  had  invari- 
ahly  been  sustained  by  it  If  that  committee  had 
ever  failed  in  its  duty  in  this  respect,  there  would 
be  a  good  reason  why  the  House  should  interpose 
to  give  a  different  direction  to  this  particular  busi- 
ness. Beliering,  however,  that  this  could  not  be 
alleged,  he  wished  to  understand  with  what  views 
the  cesolutioa  had  been  offered. 
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Mr.  Gross  waived  inquiry  into  the  practice  of 
the  House ;  respecting  which  he  intimated,  being 
a  new  member,  it  would  be  justly  considered  pre- 
sumption were  he  to  attempt  to  contradict  what 
had  Deen  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  AAer  some  explanation  of  the  merits 
of  the  particular  class  oi  cases  embraced  by  his 
motion,  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  introduced  it  in  the 
present  shape,  because  he  thought  it  always  better 
to  do  justice  on  principle  than  in  detail.  It  was 
better  to  do  justice  generally  than  to  legislate  for 
particular  cases.  Another  reasoa,  too,  had  weight 
with  him,  however  it  niight  operate  on  the  House. 
He  desired  that  these  sunerers  should  receive  just 
compensation,  and  that  they  should  not  be  pre- 
vented from  obtaining  it  by  mere  matter  of  form, 
or  by  reference  to  what  had  been  done  heretofore 
in  analogous  cases.  We  have  enough  of  form 
in  our  public  offices  and  in  our  courts  of  law; 
and  he  was  unwiUing,  when  persons  apply  here 
to  get  rid  of  the  insolence  of  omce,  or  ofthe  law's 
delay,  that  they  should  be  repelled  by  objections  of 
form  and  precedent.  To  prevent  alarm  from  the 
amount  of  these  claims,  Mr.  G.  said  he  would 
state  that  the  claims  were  few  in  number.  'He 
applauded  the  care  which  gentlemen  had  over  the 
Treasury ;  it  was  a  laudable  care ;  but,  Mr.  G. 
said^  whilst  Congress  jnrovided  for  themselves  con- 
veniences to  superfluity— while  they  multiplied 
public  officers  and  clerks,  and  gave  them  lioeral 
compensations,  almost  without  limit  or  inquiry^  he 
was  not  willing  that  the  equitable  and  just  claims 
of  those  who  had  exposed  themselves  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country,  should  not  be  complimented 
with  at  least  a  heanng.  Such  a  hearing,  he  con- 
ceived, they  could  best  have  through  the  agency 
of  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  disavowing  any  disposition  to 
prolong  a  discussion  on  this  subiect,  rose  to  ex- 
plain. He  might  have  been  understood  to  have 
said,  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  uniformly 
rejected  these  claims.  The  fact  was^  that,  at  a 
former  session,  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  de- 
termined, that,  on  principle,  these  persons  were 
not  entitled  to  indemnity,  cut  a  majority  of  the 
committee  determined,  in  consequence  of  ttie  great 
suffering  these  people  had  experienced,  to  report 
in  favor  of  allowing  to  them  a  gratuity  to  the 
amount  of  one  half  or  one  third  of  the  amount  of 
their  claims.  This  report  had  been  investigated 
by  the  House,  who  refused  to  concur  with  the 
committee,  and  rejected  the  claims  on  principle. 
If,  as  the  gentleman  said,  there  were  but  lew  cases, 
why  not  let  them  be  presented  singly  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  ?  But,  Mr.  W.  b^ged  leave  to 
state,  for  the  inforcnation  of  the  House,  that  the 

Erinciple  involved  in  these  cases  would  compre- 
end  claims  to  an  immense  amount — ^howmuch 
he  could  not  say^  but  certainly  four  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Ought  the  House  not  then 
to  be  cautious  in  regard  to  them?  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  by  no.  means  anxious  to  have 
this  subject  before  them;  but  to  preserve  uni- 
formity m  the  decisions  of  the  House,  he  had  felt 
bimseif  bound  to  oppose  this  motion. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 


Mr.  Gross,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  without 
a  division. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration a  resolution  to  this  effect : 

**  That  8  committee  be  appointed  to  inqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  a  standard  of  weights 
and  meaflixret." 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that, 
having  himself  made  a  report  on  this  subject  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  having  withal 
the  subject  much  at  heart,  he  should  before  now 
have  moved  to  revive  it  at  this  session,  had  he  not 
understood  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
one  branch  of  Congress,  passed  two  or  three  years 
ago^  the  Secretary  of  State  had  examined  the 
subject,  and  was  about  to  make  a  full  report 
thereon  to  the  House.  He  thought  it  advisable, 
therefore,  that  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
should  be  suspended  until  the  report  was  received 
in  this  House  as  well  as  the  other,  when  the  sub- 
ject would  be  fully  before  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Allen,  assenting  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  announced,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Missouri  bul ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  had 
prfeference,  and  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  December  14. 

Another  member,  to  wif,  from  Kentucky,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  ^ippeared,  produced  his  creaentials, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  John  Crowell,  the  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Alabama,  also  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  od  the  peti- 
tion of  William  McDonald,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDonald,  de- 
ceased, late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia, on  behalf  of  the  commissioners  a]^pointed  by 
that  State  to  lav  off  and  survey  certain  lands  in 
the  Big  Bend  or  Tennessee  river,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Carr  and  others, 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Joseph  Beaulieu,  which  was  read :  when 
Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Lewis  Joseph  Beaulieu,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  what 
information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  as  to  the 
regulations  and  standards  of  weights  and  measures 
in  the  several  States,  and  as  to  me  proceedings  in 


727 


BISTORT  OF  GONaBBSS. 


728 


H.  or  R. 


MOdtmrf  JSwcuImpm,  fc. 


0BCBlfBIK,1819. 


fordffn  countries  for  eatabLishing  unifonnky  in 
weiffnts  and  measures,  together  with  such  a  plan 
for  fixing  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  United  States  as  he  may  deem  most  proper  for 
their  adoption. 

The  Speaker  commonicated  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  him  by  Jamkb  PLBASAiiTe,  Jun., 
eontaining  a  notice  of  the  reaigiiation  of  his  seat 
in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  members  for  the  Stale 
of  YiiKinia,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
thetaUe. 

Mr.  JoNEa,  of  Tennessee,  save  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  move  the  House  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  John  Cowen 
and  others. 

MILITARY  EXBCUTI0N8,  dec. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

•*  Rttoked,  That  the  Frcsident  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  cauie  to  be  laid  before  thn  House  any 
information  he  ma;^  uoseeis,  resjpectiog  certain  execa- 
tions  or  other  punishments  which  may  have  been  in- 
flicted on  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  nnpe  the  year 
1816,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  pronded  fer 
the  government  of  the  same.'' 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Williams  took 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  reports  in  general  circula- 
lation,  on  which  his  motion  was  founded,  and  par- 
ticularly tp  one  case  reported  as  the  most  aggra- 
vated. The  report  of  it  he  said,  was  to  this  elfect : 
Colonel  King,  who  was  left  by  Goieral  Jackson 
in  command  of  Pensacola,  issued  an  order,  that  if 
any  soldier  deserted,  and  was  overtaken  or  a|^e- 
hended,  he  should  be  put  to  instant  death.  One 
soldier,  who  had  de9erted,  was  overtaken,  and  so 
put  to  death.  When  apprehended,  he  exclaimed 
that,  as  an  American  citizen,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
trial  according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
claimed  his  rights  as  such.  But,  with  cruelty  and 
precipitance,  his  request  was  refused,  and  he  was 
put  to  instant  death.  Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  sat  here 
as  guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  But  it  was 
the  weak,  more  than  the  strong,  whose  rights  were 
the  peculiar  care  of  this  House.  If  the  facts  he 
had  stated,  on  the  authoritv  of  common  report, 
were  confirmed,  a  just  punisnment  ou^ht  to  await 
the  offenders.  Are  the  rights  of  an  officer  invaded, 
said  he,  the  alarm  is  sounded  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other ;  every  feelinj^  is  roused  in  his 
defence!  And,  when  the  case  of  the  private  sol- 
dier, weak  and  defenceless  in  his  own  cause,  pre- 
sents itself  should  no  one  be  found  to  stand  up  for 
him  ?  Mr.  W.  hoped,  he  said,  that  there  would 
be  a  thorough  examination  into  the  case,  that,  if 
the  officer  m  question  had  acted  as  reported,  he 
might  be  exemplarily  punished ;  and,  if  the  report 
was  not  true,  it  was  due  to  Colonel  King  that  the 
statement  should  be  disproved. 

Mr.  Smith;  of  Maryland,  said,  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would,  for  the 

Eesent,  let  the  resolution  lie  on  on  the  table.  He 
id  heard,  he  said,  that  a  court  martial  bad  been 
ordered  on  Colonel  Kins,  on  the  very  point.  If 
so,  he  would  be  tried  for  his  alleged  misconduct  by 
the  proper  test-^the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 


Should  he  not  be  punished  ibr  misconduct,  if  uy 
had  been  committed,  it  was  then  time  enoa^  m 
this  House  to  take  it  up.  So  lone  as  there  woe 
laws,  Mr.  S.  said,  officers  and  solmers  were  alib 
amenable  to  them  for  misconduct,  and  to  the  lavs 
he  would  leave  them.  With  respect  to  the  prompt 
execution  of  a  deserter,  he  referred  toa  casewhidi 
occurred  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  related 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, (Colonel  Reed,)  in  whicn  a  similar  order 
had  been  issued  under  the  authoritj  of  Genenl 
WASBUfOTON,  and  which  order  was  carried  into 
effect  in  at  least  one  case.  &o  that  the  (»der  now 
spoken  of,  if  given  by  Colonel  King,  was  not  with- 
out example. 

Mr,  Williams  said,  he  would  be  willing  that 
the  resolution  should  he  (m  the  table,  if  any  good 
purpose  could  be  answered  by  its  taking  that  course. 
It  had  been  said,  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
ordered  in  this  case.  That  was  part  of  the  Tery 
information,  Mr.  W.  said,  which  he  wished  to  ob- 
tain from  an  authentic  source.  If  assured  officially 
that  such  was  the  fhct,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  k 
willmg  to  stay  all  further  proceedings  on  this  case. 
But  the  report  of  that  fact  was  rumof  merdv,  Tagoe 
surmise,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  unfounded  cob- 
lecture.  As  to  the  order  said  to  nave  been  issued 
by  General  Washinqton,  it  had  no  analogy  to 
the  present  case.  That  was  adapted  to  extreme 
ease^  such  as  that  of  alarming  desertion,  when 
political  existence  was  at  atake ;  this  was  an  oc- 
currence in  profound  peace,  when  de^rtion,  by 
thinning  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  would,  Imt  for  its 
moral  effect,  have  been  perhaps  beneficial  rather 
than  otherwise— by  employiag  at  home  the  labor 
which  was  otherwise  lost  to  the  country.  Had 
Washinoton  been  in  command  at  Ptensacola,  be 
would  have  revolted  with  abhorrence  from  sacba 
transaction. 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  h<^ 
that  this  resolution  would  be  pennitted  to  lie  od 
the  table.  Colonel  Kin^  was  at  this  moment  ai- 
der trial  by  a  court  martial,  on  charges  connected 
with  the  reports  which  had  been  spoken  of ;  uvl 
there  would  certainly  be  great  propriety  in  waiting 
the  result  of  that  trial,  befoie  this  House  took  up 
the  subject 

.  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Qeoigia,  expressed  hb  opinion, 
that  the  resolution,  if  objectionable  at  ail,  was» 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  go  fiir  enoag;h.  ^ 
he  was  notgrossly  deeeived  in  the  infoanation  be 
had  received,  the  case  mentioned  bythegeotlosan 
from  North  Carolina  was  not  the  wlj  on^  ^'^^ 
infliction  of  punishments  in  the  AmyyCOiitrarf  to 
law.  If  a  very  strict  inquiry  wa5  iwe  iato  this 
subject,  he  believed  it  would  be  discovered  tha^ 
daily,  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  ot 
the  Army  are  violated.  He  had  anderstood,  ivm 
a  gentleman  formerly  .an  officer  of  the  Army,  ^^ 
high  respectability,  that  it  was  now  the  daily  pn^' 
tice  in  the  Army,  directly  in  the  faee  of  the  law, 
to  punish  soldiers  corporally  for  offences,  ne 
hoped  the  resolution  would  pass,  and  that  tfte 
House  would  obtain  information  on  the  s^^l[^^j 

Mr.  STBOTHna,  of  Virginia,  said  he,  too, Jtopea 
the  resolution  would  pass,  not  that  heaf^trcbmdea 
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that  the  facts  would  he  ohtained  on  which  gentle- 
men seemed  to  calculate,  but  because,  yAen  a 
statement  is  presented  to  this  House  involying 
the  conduct  ol  any  department  of  the  Govemment, 
it  becomes  its  duty  to  examine  it  fully  and  impar- 
tially. On  princi|>le,  he  said,  he  should  have  ob- 
jected to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  for  he  was 
a  decided  advocate  of  the  separation  of  the  powers 
of  Government,  and  of  permitting  each  depart- 
ment to  revolve  within  its  own  sphere.  For  the 
purpose,  however,  of  wiping  off  an  imputed  stain 
from  the  character  of  a  department  of  this  Qor- 
eminent,  (over  which  prended  a  man  whose  rep- 
utation, great  as  it  now  was,  he  believed  would 
brighten  with  its  length  of  years,)  he  would  assent 
to  this  resolve.  But,  after  all,  on  wiiat  foundation 
did  it  rest  ?  On  mere  newspaper  publications — 
fabrications^  perhaps,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  be- 
ing made  the  ground  of  any  proceedinj|rs  in  this 
House.  He  did  not  apprehend  to  this  mquiry  a 
r^ult  which  he  shoula  deprecate  as  much  as  his 
friend  from  Greorgia.  IjL  mdeed,  any  department, 
or  any  officer  of  this  Grovemment,  trespassed  on 
the  rights  of  any  citizen,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be 
among  the  first  to  urge  an  inquiry  and  inflict  ex- 
emplary punishment  where  due.  He  was  desirous 
that  the  name  of  citizen  should  be  to  an  American 
citizen  what  it  had  once  been  to  the  Roman-Ht 
defender  and  protector  of  hb  rights.  He  was  not, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  for  delayinj^  the  in- 
quiry a  moment  As  the  statement,  by  being  made 
in  this  House,  had  received  win^  and  would  fly 
abroad  through  the  nation,  he  wished  to  have  fuU 
light  thrown  on  the  transaction  in  question. 

Ml.  STOfiRs,  of  New  York,  rose  principally  to 
state  a  fact,  in  corroboration  of  what  haa  fallen 
from  others.  He  had  himself  seen,  in  the  canton- 
ment at  Sackett's  Harbor,  punishment  inflicted  on 
soldiers  by  stripes ;  and,  when  it  had  been  a  sub- 
iect  of  conversation  among  the  officers,  it  had 
been  justified  on  the  ground  of  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  it.  There  were,  he  doubted 
not,  repeated  instances  like  this,  in  which,  under 
the  eyes  of  the  officers,  the  articles  of  war  were 
openiv  violated.  The  soldier,  so  far  from  prefts^ 
line  cnar^es  against  those  who  violated  these  rules 
to  his  injury,  dared  not  even  murmur.  It  was 
very  proper  now,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  ascertain  whether 
any  orders  from  the  War  Department  authorized 
these  proceedings ;  and,  if  not,  it  was  desirable  to 
know  whv  proper  measures  had  not  been  taken  to 
prevent  tneir  recurrence.* 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  that  although  enough  had 
been  said  to  convince  him  that  an  inquiry  into 
this  matter  by  the  Executive  was  alreaoy  on  foot, 
yet  he  considered  it  sufficient  to  justify  this  House 
m  making  a  call  on  the  Executive  for  information 
that  any  member  of  the  House  declared  that  he 
desired  that  information.  He  was  therefore  in  fa- 
vor of  the  resolution.  Mr.  L.  made  some  other 
remarks.  With  regard  to  the  incident  referred  to 
as  haying  occurred  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr. 
L.  said  it  had  no  connexion  with  that  which  is 
reported  lately  to  have  occurred,  (and  of  which 
he  heard  for  the  first  time  to-day,)  but  depended 
on  other  principles.  .  If  any  gentleman  believed 


that  habitual  violations  of  the  law  took  place,  in 
re^rd  to  the  infliction  of  punishment,  it  was  cer- 
taraly  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry — so  much  a  matter 
of  course,  on  being  asked  for,  that  he  hoped  no  one 
would  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  struck  him,  at 
first  view,  that  the  resolution  might  be  taken  to 
imply  a  censure  on  the  Executive^  by  imputing  to 
it  a  knowledge  of  violations  of  tne  law,  without 
taking  measures  to  redress  them.  After  what  had 
been  said,  however,  he  should  not  further  object 
to  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobb  rose  only  to  say.  that,  as  fkr  as  his 
information  went,  the  puniraments  he  had  refer- 
red to  had  been  inflicted  not  only  without  Uie 
knowledge  of  the  Executive  and  War  Depart- 
ment, but  contrary  to  their  known  wishes  and  in- 
junctions. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  with  reeard  to  censure  of 
the  Executive,  it  was  no  part  of  the  object  of  his 
motion,  nor  or  the  motives  which  led  him  to  make 
it.  He  supposed,  on  such  abuses  being  known,  the 
most  prompt  and  effectual  means  would  be  taken 
by  the  Executive  to  correct  them ;  and  the  infor* 
mation  to  that  effect,  which  the  resolution  might 
elicit,  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Confiding  in  the  integrity  and  ffood  di^K)- 
sition  of  the  gentleman  who  now  presides  over  the 
affiurs  of  the  nation,  he  believed  he  had  caused  the 
matter  to  be  inauired  into.  But  he  widied  ofll- 
cially  to  know  tne  fact ;  and  he  felt  persuaded, 
that,  if  the  President  himself  had  been  consulted 
in  regard  to  this  resolution,  he  would  have  wished 
it  to  pass. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  wished  the  resoli»- 
tioa  to  lie  on  the  taUe.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  inquiry,  but  to  the  generality  of  the  terms  of 
the  motion.  It  opened  too  wide  a  range,  in  call- 
ing for  information  of  every  military  execution 
within  five  years,  instead  oi  pointing  to  the  one 
referred  to  as  being  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry. 
With  regard  to  wmit  are  tawfitl  punishments,  said 
Mr.  T.,  the  President  may  entertain  one  opinion 
and  we  another.  We  know,  indeed,  this  House 
was,  at  the  last  session,  nearly  divided  in  opinion 
respecting  certain  punishments  inflicted  by  the 
Commander  of  our  Army  in  the  course  of  the 
Seminole  war.  To  avoid  a  complication  in  the 
inquiry  by  making  it  too  extensive,  Mr.  T.  said  he 
was  desirous  that  the  object  of  the  inquiry  should 
be  more  particularly  defined. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  wished  the  resolution 
to  lie  on  the  table,  not  that  he  would  refrain  from 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  because  he  had  it  from 
very  good  authority  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
instituted  on  the  case ;  that  its  proceedings  were 
now  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  result  of  them  was  soon  expected  to  be 
promulgated.  Until  that  was  done,  he  should 
think  this  House  should  delay  any  proceedings  it 
might  think  proper  to  institute  relative  to  this 

matter. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  next  spoke.  Why. 
he  asked,  was  this  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table? 
Did  gentlemen  desire  to  make  an  informal  in- 
quiry on  the  subject  from  the  Executive,  or  some 
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head  of  a  department,  and  bring  it  into  the  House? 
If  an  inquiry  was  to  be  made  at  all,  had  it  not  better 
take  the  r^lar  course  now  proposed?  If  the 
facts  were  a&  stated,  was  it  not  due  to  the  country 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  by  this  House,  and 
a  law  passed  tor  the  prevention  of  such  abuses  of 
power  for  the  future?  The  fact,  as  stated,  ap- 
peared to  l^,  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
nad  been  put  to  death  without  a  trial,  either  civil 
or  military.  A  reason  whv  thb  proposal  to  in- 
quire into  it  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  was, 
that,  if  the  facts  should  be  confirmed,  there  were 
other  and  higher  duties  than  those  of  inquiry 
merely  which  this  House  would  be  called  on  to 
perform.  It  would  be  found,  on  an  examination 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  that,  after  convic- 
tion by  a  court  martial,  a  commanding  officer  may 
approve  a  sentence  ot  death:  but.  m  peace,  no 
military  execution  could  legally  taxe  place  but  by 
approbation  and  authority  of  tne  President  of  the 
United  States.  Now,  here  was  a  case  stated,  in 
which  death  had  been  inflicted,  not  only  without 
the  authority  of  the  President,  but  without  trial  by 
a  court  martial*  If  the  law  martial  is  not  strong 
enough  to  prevent  such  excesses,  said  Mr.  T.,  we 
must  try  some  different  mode. 

Mr.  Merobr,  of  Virginia,  said  it  appeared  to 
him  thatj  upon  the  information  which  nad  been 
given  to  it,  it  had  now  become  the  imperious  duty 
of  the  House  to  prosecute  this  inquiry — ^not  only 
for  the  reasons  stated,  but  because  it  had  been  as- 
serted, and  contended  even  in  this  House,  that  the 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  army 
are  not  binding  on  the  armv  after  it  passes  the 
Hmits  of  the  United  States,  if  such  were  the  fact, 
It  was  high  time  some  rules  should  be  made  for 
the  government  of  the  army  when  without  the 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  although  he  did 
not  approve  the  mode  of  the  inquiry  proposed,  was 
yet  opposed  to  the  motion's  beinj?  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed, but  he  was  not  for  submitting  the  question 
for  the  decision  of  the  Executive  what  military 
executions  had  been  le^l  or  otherwise.  That 
was  a  question  which  this  House  ought  to  decide 
for  itself.  If  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table  should  not  prevail,  he  said  he  should  pro- 
pose an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  would 
De,  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  not  to  the  Executive.  AH  the 
information  in  possession  of  the  Executive  could 
be  obtained  by  them,  as  well  as  information  from 
other  quarters,  which  mi^ht  be  very  different  from 
that  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  not  have  the  inquiry  limited.  It 
was  enough  for  him  that  the  blood  of  a  citizen 
had  been  shed;  it  was  enough  for  him  that  he 
had  heard  so,  to  authorize  the  institution  of  an 
inquiry.  When  a  soldier  was  slain  by  his  officer, 
or  oy  the  orders  of  his  officer,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  inquire  into  it,  and  in  the  mode 
most  likely  to  be  effectual — ^which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  by  referring  die  subject  to  a  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  reso- 


lution on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negatire 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  proposed  the  amendment 
above  indicated. 

This  motion  save  rise  to  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Williams,  Holmes,  Strotbeb. 
and  LowNOEs,  took  part;  which  eventuated  in  the 
amendment  being  ne;^tived — ^90  to  73. 

The  original  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  was 
then  agreed  to  nem.  con.,  and  a  committee  of  two 
members  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  he  rose  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  very 
great  moment.  The  question  of  slavery  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, it  was  well  known,  had  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  excited  feelings,  both  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it,  the  recurrence  of  which  he  sincerely 
deprecated.  All  who  love  our  country,  and  catt- 
siaer  the  Union  of  these  States  as  the  ark  of  its 
safety,  must  ever  view  with  deep  regret  sectional 
interests  agitating  our  national  councils.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  could  not  himself,  nor  would  he  ask  othen, 
to  make  a  sacrifice  of  principle  to  expediency.  He 
could  never  sanction  the  existence  of  da  very 
where  it  could  be  excluded  consistently  with  the 
Constitution  and  public  faith.  But  it  ou^ht  not 
to  be  forgotten  that  the  American  family  is  com* 
posed  of  many  members ;  if  their  interests  are  va- 
rious, they  mutually  must  be  respected ;  if  their 
preiudices  are  strong,  they  must  be  treated  with 
forbearance.  He  did  not  know  whether  concilia- 
tion were  practicable,  but  he  considered  the  attain- 
ment worthy  of  an  effort.  He  was  desirous  that 
the  question  should  be  settled  in  that  spirit  o( 
amity  and  brotherly  love  which  carried  us  through 
the  perils  of  a  Revolution,  and  produced  the  adop- 
tipn  of  our  Federal  Constitution.  If  the  resola- 
tion  he  was  about  to  introduce  should  be  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  a  post- 
ponement of  the  Missouri  bill  to  a  future  day,  that 
this  interesting  subject,  in  relation  to  the  whole 
Western  territory,  may  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  committee.  Mr.  T.  then  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution: 

"  Eesolved,  That  a  oommhtae  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  terrilories  A  the  United 
Sutes  west  of  the  MisMestppL" 

Mr.  Strothbr  made  a  few  remarks,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that,  althou|ph  the  question 
was  already  before  the  House^  as  mvolved  in  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  Missouri  Territory 
into  the  Union,  ]ret,  when  a  proposition  was  made 
having  for  its  object  a  compromise  of  conftictinc 
opinions,  it  became  members  to  meet  it  in  a  spirft 
of  harmony.  He  proposed,  however,  that  the 
proposition  should  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow, 
to  ffive  time  for  reflection  on  it 

Mr.  Taylor  assenting  to  this  course,  the  mo- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Andy  on  motion,  the  Housq  adjourned  im  til  to- 
morrow. 
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Wednesday,  December  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Bayly,  and  from  South  Carolina*  James 
Ervin,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  instant,  reported  a  bill  proriaing  for  the 
payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  in  the  Semmole  war ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  several  topographical  reports  that 
have  been  made  to  the  War  Department,  in  pur- 
suance of  instructions  to  that  effect,  respecting  the 
practicability  of  uniting  by  a  canal  the  waters  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  those  of  Lake  Michigan, 
and  such  other  information  as  he  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther, in  any  case,  further  time  than  is  already  pre- 
scribed by  law  ousht  to  be  allowed  for  the  reaemp- 
tion  of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  and  purchased 
pursuant  to  law  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  24th  of  February  last,  I  now 
transmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  ex- 
tracts and  copies  of  several  letters,  tooching  the  causes 
6f  the  imprisonment  of  William  White,  an  American 
citizen,  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Wabhixotox^  14/A  December,  1819. 

The  Houae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Wor- 
thington ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little^ 
6c  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks,  of  New  York; 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Gooding  and 
James  Williams ;  and,  aAer  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  said  bills  were  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  orderied  to  be  engrossed  and  Mverally 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  stating  that  a  deficien- 
cy exists  to  a  considerable  amount  in  the  appro- 
in'iations  of  the  present  year^  for  the  support  of  the 
naval  est^lishment,  principally  occasioned  by 
fitting  out  squadrons  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade^  and  of  piracy,  and  soliciting  that  ap- 
propriations may  be  made  to  cover  the  same,  as 
also  a  partial  apnropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year ;  wnicn  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  SpEjkKBR  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmittinff  his  report  on 
the  petition  of  James  Leander  Cathcart,  referred 
to  him  by  an  order  of  this  Houae^  passed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  fifteenth  Congiess ;  which  re- 
port trasread,  and,  together  with.the'petition  of 


the  said  Cathcart,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Hbariok  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

^^Resohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  tnstraeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  esCab- 
lisbtng  by  law  an  additional  national  armory,  [and  also 
into  the  expediency  of  locating  the  aame  on  the  Moak- 
ingnm  river,  at  the  town  of  ZanesviUe,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio."] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowii  oes,  in  order  to  leave 
the  inquiry  in  its  broadest  shape,  and  to  make  it 
wholly  unobjectionable,  the  resolution  was  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  the  words  in  brackets ;  and,  thui 
amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  LAW. 

Mr.  Rica,  of  Vermont,  in  offering[  the  following 
resolution,  nid  that  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  subject  of  it,  that  it  had  pro- 
duced considerable  excitement '  throughout  the 
country.  Either  from  defect  in  the  law  or  in  the 
administration  of  the  law,  or  because  of  the  total 
impracticabilitr  of  ffiving  due  effect  to  the  law,  it 
was  believed  tnat  ue  intentions  of  Congress  in 
passing  it  had  not  been  fulfilled.  It  was  proper 
that  the  subject  should  be  fully  examined,  and  the 
defects  be  remedied,  if  susceptible  of  remedy;  or 
that  the  law  should  be  repealed  altoffether.  Mr. 
R.  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solve: 

*<  Resohed,  That  the  Gonimittee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inqotre  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1818,  has  been 
•xeoated;  ascortainlng*  as  fiir  as  may  be  practicable, 
the  class  or  classes  of  cases  which  it  has  been  con* 
strued  to  emlvaoe,  and  svch  as  have  been  excladed 
from  its  provisions:  whether  the  objects  contemplated 
hj  its  passage  have  been,  or  probably  will  be,  effected 
by  the  operations  of  the  law ;  and,  if  not,  whether  it 
be  susceptible  of  such  amendments  as  will  insure  the 
accomplishment  of  those  objects;  that,  in  case  it  shall 
be  ascertained  that  from  fraudulent  practices  under 
the  law,  for  which  no  effectual  remedy  can  be  applied, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  the  original  objects  of  it  are 
unattainable,  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  its  repeal." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution yesterday  offered  by  him,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

JUsolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  Uie  intro* 
dnction  of  slavea  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  west  of  ^e  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  go 
into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  proposi- 
tion ;  nor,  he  believed,  would  any  discussion  assist 
the  end  he  had  in  view.  If  a  compromise  of  oppo- 
site opinions  was  to  be  effected,  it  appeared  tonim 
better  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  it,  and  make  their  report ;  and  that 
the  question  should  not  be  moved  in  this  Houae 
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until  that  comiiiiltee  should  hare  cxpeaded  their 

best  efforts  on  this  object. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affiraiative,  without  a  division.  A  eoounittee  of 
seven  members  was  ordered  tp  be  appointed  accord- 
ingly; and  Messrs.  Tatlor,  Livbrmobb,  Bar- 
bour, LovRDaa^  Follbr,  Hardin,'  aad  Cdth- 
BBRT,  were  appomted  a  committee  pucsoant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

Mr.  Tatlor  then  moved  to  postpone,  until  the 
first  Monda^r  in  Fefaniary  next,  the  order  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  authorixing  a  eoavention  of  the 
people  of  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  ibrming  a 
constitution  and  State  government. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  thought  the  day  which 
was  proposed  for  the  postponement  was  too  dis- 
tent ;  and  that  the  question  whether  any  compro- 
mise could  be  efiected  might  be  decided  m  amoeh 
less  time  than  thait  He  oaold  hardly  supposethat 
the  glimpse  of  the  possibility  of  a  compromise, 
which  had  appeared,  ought  to  induce  the  House 
so  long  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  mea- 
sure. He  did  not  desire  to  act  on  the  subject  ioft- 
aaedtalelv,  but  wished  it  to  lie  on  the  list  of  or* 
ders  of  tne  day  until  the  House  was  ready  to  take 
it  UD. 

Mr.  LiivBRifORB,  of  New  HamtMhire,- observed, 
that  the  Missouri  question  was  or  great  momiBnt, 
and  deserving  of  nill  consideration,  and  one  that 
was  unfortunately  calculated  to  excite  irritatioo^ 
He  therefore  hoped  that  it  would  be  posQwoed  to 
a  late  day  in  the  session,  that  other  misiness  of  a 
pressing  nature  might  be  first  disposed  of.  It  could 
not  be  material  whether  Missouri  be  made  a  State 
this  day  or  at  the  end  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Scott,  delegate  from  Missouri,  said  he 
hoped  that  the  proposition  to  postpone  till  the  first 
Monday  of  February  woald  not  succeed.  It  was 
of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  Missouri  that 
an  immecnate  decision  should  be  made  on  this 
question.  If  the  bill  passed  at  an  early  day,  the 
l>eople  would  then  have  time  to  meet  in  conven- 
tion, form  their  constitution,  organize  their  gov- 
ernment, elect  niembers  to  a  general  assembly,  on 
whom  it  would  devolve  to  choose  Senators  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  If^  on  the  other 
hand,  the  bill  ultimately  was  lost,  it  was  equally 
necessarv  that  the  people  should  be  soon  apprized 
of  its  failure,  that  they  might  have  time  to  act  for 
themselves,  and  frame  a  form  of  government, 
which  he  was  convinced  they  would  do,  without 
waiting  to  again  apply  to  Congress  for  the  mere 
means  of  organization.  The  resolution  which 
had  been  adc^ed  furnished  no  good  reason  for  the 
postponement,  because  it  only  proposed  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  in  relation  to 
the  Territories,  and  could  not  control  the  Consti- 
tutional inquirv  and  right  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  tneir  constitution  as  a  State; 

Mr.  Taylor  replied.  With  regard  to  the  pros- 
pect of  success  to  his  proposition,  he  could  only 
say,  without  knowing  the  opinion  of  any  other 
member,  that  he  had  a  sincere  disposition  to  ac- 
complish the  object  of  the  proposition  he  had  sub- 
mitted.   And,  should  he  fail  of  his  object,  it  ap- 


peared to  him  the  first  Monday  in  F^mary  would 
DC  time  enough  to  commence  what  he  feared  wooU 
be  a  most  unprofitable  and  unproductive  discus- 
sion. With  respect  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr> 
T.  said,  it  would  be  time  enough  for  them,  he  pre- 
sumed«  after  the  first  Monday  in  February,  or  even 
aAer  tney  learnt  the  decision  of  this  House,  to  dect 
a  convention  and  form  a  constitution  without  the 
authority  of  Congress. 

Mr*  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  was  opposed  to 
the  proposed  postponement  The  discassion  of 
this  bill  might  v^  so  on,  without  cefereoce  to  the 
object  embraced  by  me  vote  of  this  morning,  which 
had  no  bearing  on  the  question  whether  or  not  one 
of  the  Territories  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  With  regard  to  the  discussion,  which  it 
was  supposed  would  be  disagreeable,  Mr.  A.  asked 
whether  that  on  the  report  of  the  committee  this 
day  ordered  to  be  appointed  would  be  less  so? 
The  two  questions  embraced  the  same  points. 
Even  the  complete  success  of  the  proposition  of 
the  sentleman  from  New  York  could  not  prevent 
the  discussion  on  the  question^  which  must  arise 
during  the  session  on  the  admission  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  He  hxjtped  the 
postponement  would  not  take  place. 

Mt.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to  so 
long  a  postponement  as  was  proposed ;  because, 
the  Territory  possessing  the  rec^site  population, 
dtc.,  every  moment's  delay,  considering  tne  prac^ 
tice  of  the  Government  heretofore,  was  an  intrac- 
lion  of  its  rights.  Mr.  M^  particularly  desired, 
when  this  question  was  taken  up,  that  it  should 
not  be  by  smprise,  in  such  manner  as  to  deprive 
gentlemen  of  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinions  on  it.  He  himself  had^  he  said,  at  tli^ 
last  Con^rress,  taken  some  pride  m  recording  iS 
vote  agamst  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  because  that  mea- 
sure was  within  the  fair  scope  of  the  legislative 
power.  At  the  same  time,  he  considered  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  respect 
the  Constitution,  for  Congress  to  clog  the  admis- 
sion of  any  independent  State  into  theUniaa  with 
any  oonditJ6n  Tniatever,  except  that  the  constitu- 
tion formed  for  its  government  shoidd  be  repi^ 
lican.  He  conclude  by  moving  die  dd  Monday 
of  January  as  the  day  to  which  the  hill  should  be 
postponed. 

And,  on  the  question,  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
Missouri  bill  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  January. 


Thursday,  December  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Veraaont  Ez- 
ra Mbbch,  and  from  Delaware,  Willard  Halu 
appeared, produced  theircredentials,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  raemorial  and  re> 
monstrance  of  the  American  Convention  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  slavery,  held  in  Philadel- 
phia on  the  5th  of  October^  1819;  representing 
their  strong  apprehensions  of  the  evil  consequent 
ces  which  must  inevitably  result  to  the  United 
States,  by  enlarging  the  s{Miere  and  protracting  the 
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duration  of  domestie  daTery  j  and  respectfully  re- 
monstrating against  the  admission  into  the  Union 
of  any  new  State  or  States  which  may  hereafter 
be  formed,  miless  on  the  conditions  that  the  further 
introduction  of  darery  therein  be  prohibited ;  and 
that  the  duration  of  slavery  therein  be  confined  to 
those  who  shall  be  held  in  such  bondage  at  the 
time  of  their  admission. — Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slares  mto 
the  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Sbhoeant  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that,  in  the  admission  of  the  Mis- 
souri Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  provi- 
sion may  be  made  for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of 
slavery  within  the  same;  which  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Missoiuri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  ^vernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  mto  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  Baldwin  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  western  counties  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  other  and  funrther  mea- 
sures may  be  adopted  for  the  security  and  encour- 
agement of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  RiNOOOLD  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLban,  of  Kentucky,  pvesented  a  petition 
of  Jacob  Purkill,  praying  compensation  for  a  ae- 
^^pro  man  who  was  impressed  into  the  public  ser- 
vice to  do  fatigue  duty,  near  New  Orleans,  during 
the  military  operations  in  that  neighborhood  in  the 
late  war  with  Qreat  Britain ;  in  which  service, 
being  extremely  severe,  he  contracted  a  disease,  of 
whicn  he  died  in  a  short  time. — ^Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Rosa  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  abolish  the  nractice 
of  privateering ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affitirs. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
PhOip  C.  S.  Barbour,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
C.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentative of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Hughes,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  A. 
reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  said  James  Hughes ; 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ScaoBANT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
16th  Con.  1st  Sbss.*-^ 


mcrce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beck  db  Har- 
vey ;  whicn  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the*  Whole  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  ^<An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Denton,  Little  A  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hen- 
dricks, of  New  York,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Worth- 
ington  (fbr  allowing,  in  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
for  a  sum  of  money,  of  which  the  deputy  of  ona 
of  the  eollectors  of  internal  duties  was  roboed)  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question,  ^'  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?"  it  Was  decided  in  the  negative — ^90  to 
56.    So  the  bill  was  rejected* 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Good- 
ing and  J.  Williams  was  read  a  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  allow  to  those  persons 
twenty-two  hundbred  dollars  (under  the  act  allow- 
ing one  hundred  dollars  for  each  priK>ner  brought 
into  port  during  the  late  war  by  privateers)tbr 
twenty-two  slaves  so  brought  in.  and  receipted  for 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district  wnere  the  vessel  ai^ 
nved.] 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  supported  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ; 
and  was  rejected. 

PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  Q.  ADAMS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  unfavora- 
ble report  of  tne  Comidittee  of  Claims  made  yes- 
terday on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Q.  Adams;  and, 
the  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  reverse  the  report,  and  di- 
rect the  Committee  of  Claims  to  report  a  bill  for 
his  relief. 

[The  case  is  substantially  this:  S.  G.  Adams 
was  commander  of  a  detachment  of  militia  during 
the  late  war ;  and,  on  their  being  discharged,  he, 
as  agent  for  those  under  his  command,  the  paymas- 
ter TCing  without  funds,  received  his  due-bill  for 
the  amount,  and  gave  a  receipt  on  the  pay-roll. 
For  the  payment  of  this  bill  he  *  applies  to  Con- 

fress.  The  committee  report,  that  the  responsi- 
ility  for  the  amount  of  the  pay,  had,  by  the  trans- 
action above  described,  been  transferred  from  the 
Government  to  the  individual  who  was  the  pay- 
master, and  who  gave  the  bill ;  and  that  therefore 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  not  reasonable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Tyler  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  con- 
tending that  the  paymaster  was  the  agent  or  attor- 
ney or  the  Government  in  the  transaction,  and 
the  Grovernment  was  equitably  if  not  lec^lly  bound 
b^  his  acts.  It  was  a  question  for  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  House,  whether  the  fraud  of  the  agent 
of  the  Government  oug[ht  to  be  allowed  to  deprive 
of  his  pay  the  poor  soldier,  whose  services  had  oeen 
earnestly  invited  and  cheerfully  rendered,  during 
the  war. 

Mr.  Williams  replied.  To  admit  such  a  claim, 
he  contended,  would  be  to  establish  a  precedent 
for  endless  frauds  on  the  Government,  by  collusive 
practices  b^ween  claimants  and  the  agents  of  the 
Government.  It  was  due  to  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, at  this  time — ^which  he  had  understood  from 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were 
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nearly  exhausted — ^to  guard  them  against  larish 
dislmrsement ;  though  in  the  most  prosperous 
times  no  claim  ouffht  to  be  allowed  against  the 
Goremment,  whicn,  the  circumstances  being  the 
same,  would  not  be  good  against  an  indiyidual. 

Mr.  Tyubr  contended  that,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, the  claim  would  have  been  unques- 
tionably good  against  an  indiridual. 

The  subject  excited  considerable  interest  Other 
gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject,  yiz:  Mr.  Pinok- 
N BY,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Brubb,  Mr.  Uojlmes,  and  Mr. 
Ob  088. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  House  divided  on 
the  proposed  amendment ;  which  was  negatiyed 
bjr  a  considerable  majority ;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  was  concurred  in. 


Friday,  December  17. 

Mr.  BuFFUM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing that  other  and  further  measures  may  be  adop- 
ted for  the  security  and  encouragement  of  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  country. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers and  venders  of  American  manufactured 
paper,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^  praying  that 
the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  paper  imported  into 
the  United  States  may  m  .cnuiged  from  an  ad 
valorem  to  a  specific  duty. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce. 

Mr.  FoLGER  presented  an  address  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends,  of 
New  England,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation 
of  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the  territories  or 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi  river;  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  15th 
instant  to  incjuire  into  the  propriety  of  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  slavery  mto  the  said  territories. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Writmam,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  with  rations  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  ending  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  exhibiting 
the  average  cost  per  ration.  And,  also,  of  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  the  Army  with  rations :  exhib- 
iting, also,  the  average  cost  per  ration,  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  passed 
on  the  14th  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  staff  of  the  Army." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ro88,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediencv  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  future 
sale  of  puolic  lands  in  naR  quarter  sections,  and 
the  propriety  of  reducing  their  present  price. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  sales  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  United 

States,  that,  from  and  after  the dav  of , 

no  credit  shall  be  given  thereon,  and  a  jess  quan- 
tity may  be  purchased,  and  at  a  less  price  than  is 
authorized  by  (he  existing  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 


into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
final  adjustment  of^the  ancient  titles  to  land  with- 
in the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  : 

Heaohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Clftiiiis  be  iiH 
■tracted  to  preptre  and  report  e  bill  providing  for  the 
distribntion  of  e  sum  of  money  among  each  of  the 
citisens  of  the  United  Stalee  as  lost  their  property  in 
conaeqaence  of  the  general  conflagimtion,  by  the  eoo* 
my,  on  the  Niagara  frontier  daring  the  late  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  ieccer 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  relative  to  the  interaal  duties 
and  direct  tax,  as  required  by  the  thirty-third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  ^d  Jiuy,  1813 ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabk. 

Mr.  WARFiBLn  offered  for  eonsideiacion  the  fol- 
lowing resolve: 

RunUtedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  JudicUiy  be 
instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  iDcreafliag 
the  pay  of  jurors  for  the  Circuit  Courte  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Maryland. 

The  resolution,  having  been  amended  by  ex- 
tending it  to  the  District  Courts,  and  by  striking 
out  the  concluding  words,  ^'for  the  district  of  Ma- 
ryland," so  as  to  make  the  inquiry  geneiml,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  oU  the  hill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas 
Carr  and  others  j  but,  without4iaving  ffone  through 
the  same,  reported  progress^  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

In  like  manner,  some  time  was  spent  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  J.  S.  Smith  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  L.  J.  Benulieu. 

Mr.  Livermore  being  one  of  the  majority  who 
yesterday  voted  to  r^eot  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Gooding  and  T.  Williams,  moved  norw  to  re- 
consider the  sani  vote ;  which  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoifOAT,  December  2D. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State ;  which  peti- 
tions respectively  pray,  that  Congress  will  adopt 
such  other  and  further  measures  as  will  a&rd 
effectual  encouragement  and  security  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  of  the  country — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Manuiactures. 

Mr.  Sergeant  also  presented  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  that,  in  the  admission  ot  the 
Missouri  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  Stat^  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of 
slavery  within  the  same. — Relerred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Newton  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  f  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States.- — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Kbnt  preseBCed  a  petition  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Infinnary  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  Congress  to  proride  for  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  such  persons  as  have  been  in 
the  army  or  nary  of  the  United  States,  and  may 
come  to  the  Scat  of  Gk>vemment  to  obtain  a  pen- 
sion, or  to  settle  their  accounts,  and  who  may  be 

unable  to  support  themselves Referred  to  the 

Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reined  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  making  araropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1819; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  hill  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  nodlitary  aerrice  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1630;  which  Was  read  twiee 
and  cflnuDitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
•  diciarjTy  to  whom  was  Weired  an  Inquiry  into  the 
eKpedieney  of  increasing  the  pay  of  jurors  in  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of^the  United  States, 
made  a  report,  stating  that  the  pay  at  present  al- 
lowed is  one  dollar  and  twenty-fiye  cents  a  day, 
for  each  day's  attendance,  and  five  cents  a  mile  in 
travelling  t6  and  from  court;  that  the  committee 
are  not  aware  of  any  good  reason  for  increasing 
this  compensation;  and  requesting  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
The  report  was  read  and  a^preed  to. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Priesident 
of  the  United  States,  the  first  of  which,  on  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  that  subject  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  other  Messaffe,  on  the  tu\»e&t  of  printing 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  wnich  framed  the 
CoAst^tntioii,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  Sbaobant,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  memorial  of  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  made  a  report  thereon, 
favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  their  nalief ;.  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed.  The  report. is  as 
follows: 

The  mMBOfialieli  mpreMot  that,  by  the  ntolve  of 
the  ftlst  of  Oelober,  1760,  Congiois  siipalated  that 
half-pay  for  life  should  bo  aUowod  to  tho  officers  of  the 
Rovolotiooary  army  who  ahouid  ooatimie  in  aorvice 
till  tho  and  of  tho  war ;  that  thoy  did  continue  in  aer* 
vice  till  the  end  of  the  war,  and  ther^bre  became  enCi- 
tied  to  the  benefit  of  the  contract  tbua  entered  into 
with  them  by  their  country ;  that  thii  eoDtract  has  not 
been  fulfilled,  and  they  are  near  entitled  to  ask  its 
fulfilment. 

They  farther  represent  that  the  commuUtion  offered 
and  received  under  the  reiohe  of  the  22d  of  March, 
1788,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  cancelling  the 
obligation  of  the  €h>temment,  or  impairing  the  claims 
of  the  officers,  because  it  was  itself  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Oovernnent  of  Its  incapacity  at  that  time 
to  foifii  the  contract ;  because  it  was^  offered,  not  to 
individuals,  but  lo  linea  and  eoipfl^  for  their  accept- 
ance, which  gave  an  undue  influence  to  officers  of  age 
and  rank,  who  weia  likely  to  be  gatnera  liy  the  arrange- 


meat,  and  did  not  afford  a  ftill  opportunity  to  the 
younger  officera  of  infMor  grade,  who  were  chiefly 
tntereated  in  reUining  the  half-pay  for  life,  and  exclud- 
ed altogether  from  a  voice  m  the  deoioion  BMoy  mer* 
ttoiioua  ofluaera^  whoM  linea  had  been  broken  op  ij 
the  caaualtiea  of  war ;  becauaa,  also,  it  was  offered  to 
men  whooe  necessities  obliged  them  to  accept  what 
Ihey  could  obtain  for  the,  inunediato  supply  of  their 
wanu ;  and,  finally,  becauae  the  commutation  was  not, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  was  intended  to  be,  an 
equivalent  to  the  half-pay  for  life. 

Referring  to  a  report  made  to  the  Honae  in  the 
month  of  January,  1810,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
the  present  report,  and  contains  at  length  the  several 
reaolves.of  Congress,  and  the  principal  facto  and  argu- 
mento  having  relation  to  the  claim,  th«  committee 
proceed  respectfully  to  submit  their  views  of  the  nature 
of  the  case,  and  of  the  obligations  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  thence  arising. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  remind  the  House,  either  of 
the  merit  or  the  valof  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
memorialists  to  their  country.    History  has  already 
consecrated  the  one,  and  the  other  is  sufficiently  at- 
tested, in  a  manner  that  must  appeal  to  the  best  feel- 
ings of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  by  the  rapid 
growth  and  eminently  happy  condition  of  that  coun- 
try, for  which  they  devoted  the  most  valuable  portion 
of  their  lives;  for  which  they  took  up  their  swords; 
and  for  which,  too,  with  no  less  patriotism,  they  laid 
thom  down  when  her  liberty  and  independence  had 
been  effectually  secured.    If,  in  behalf  of  this  interest- 
ing remnant  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolution,  of  all 
thai  remains  to  us  to  cherish  of  the  gallant  and  illus- 
trious band  who  have  done  so  much  for  us,  an  appeal, 
were  made  to  the  national  sense  of  gratitude,  we  pre- 
sume respectfully  to  say  that  it  could  scarcely  be  re- 
sisted.    It  would  then  be  recollected  thst  these  sur- 
vivors are  precisely  the  men  who  have  made  the  great- 
est sacrifices  for  their  country,  as,  from  the  time  that 
has  since  elapsed,  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  them 
must  h^ve  spent  in  her  service  that  very  portion  of 
life  when,  according  to  the  order  of  nature,  the  habite 
are  formed,  and  the  acquirements  made,  which  in  a 
great  measure  determine  its  future  fortune  and  char- 
acter ;  and  that,  while  they  were  thus  generously  pre- 
paring for  the  nation  an  abundant  harvest  of  political 
and  social  happinesa,  they  gave  op  the  only  opportu- 
nity for  themselves  of  becoming  qualified  mr  any  oc- 
cupation vHiich  in  time  of  peace  could  assure  to  them 
the  means  even  of  a  comfortable  aubeistence.    If  acci- 
dental good  fortune,  or  distinguished  capacity,  or  the 
gobd  feelings  of  their  fellow-dtizens,  displsyed  in  se- 
lecting them  for  public  offices  of  profit,  have  placed 
aome  of  thom  above  the  reach  of  want,  it  is^  neverthe- 
less, believed  that  there  are  many  who  have  little  to 
ooaaole  them  in  the  prime  of  life  but  the  reeollectton  of 
the  share  they  have  contributed  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  their  country's  independence.  1V>  all  such,  how 
welcome  and  how  gladdening  would  be  the  substantial 
manifoatation  of  that  country  s  gratitude !  A  provision 
for  their  fow  remaining  years  would  alleviate  the  suf- 
ferings of  age ;-  and  the  veteran  of  the  Revolution  would 
feel  continually,  and  be  quickened  and  animated  by 
the  feeling,  that  the  time  he  had  devoted  to  the  public 
aervioe  was  not  to  himself  altogether  waste  and  unpro- 
fitable ;  that  his  exertions  and  hie  sufferings  were  not 
altogether  overlooked;  but,  by  a  natural  and  honorable 
return,  that  country,  whose  infancy  he  had  aided  by 
hta  Bword  to  guard,  now,  in  the  day  of  her  atrength 
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•ad  hfr  profpefity,  extended  her  bend  to  eoollie  uidle 
•apport  the  weekneie  of  Us  decliniog  jewe. 

It  ie  nol»  however,  apon  groande  tike  theee  that  the 
laeaiorialiete  reel  their  epplieetioB.    They  daiai  apoa 
the  fiHttiof  of  right,  meiatainiog,  year  coaiaiittee  re- 
epeetfoUy  mhRiit,  with  great  forae,  that  whet  they  aek 
for  te  dae  to  them  by  cootraet.    la  the  eaemiaation  of 
tbie  chuoit  it  appeare  to  the  eoaiaiittee  that  toward* 
men  whoee  merite  are  ee  nnqneetioaable,  the  Govern- 
ment ooght  to  be  gaidcd  by  priaciplee  of  liberal  jnetice, 
having  regard  to  ^1  the  eircanutanceet  giviag  them  all 
their  one  weight,  end  even  where  there  might  be  eome 
doubt  Dpon  the  ^iplicttion  of  the  rulee  that  govern  be> 
tween  roan  and  man«  to  incline  in  favor  of  the  meoM^ 
rieliete.    With   thie  explanation  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  they  ooneider  the  resolve  of  the  Slet 
of  October,  1760,  ae  a  contract  between  the  Govern- 
ment  and  the  officera,  freely  and  volnatarily  entered- 
into  at  a  time  when  both  pertira  were  at  liberty  in  r^ 
gard  to  the  subject  of  it,  and  stipulating,  as  the  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  the  officers,  their  future  ser- 
yictM  until  the  end  of  the  war,  whatever  might  be  its 
duration.   It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the  stipulated 
service  was  rendered,  nor  that  it  was  emInenUy  useful 
But  it  deserves  to  be  remembered,  in  connexion  with 
all  which  subsequently  occurred,  that,  after  the  officer 
had  rendered  the  service,  he  had  no  further  reliance 
but  upon  the  faith  and  ability  of  the  Government 
This  was  his  condition  when  the  resolve  of  the  22d  of 
March,  1783,  was  adopted.   The  preliminaries  of  peace 
had  been  signed,  the  army  was  abonl  to  be  disbanded 
and  be  to  be  thrown  into  sodetv,  there  to  seek  his  live- 
lihood by  civil  pursuits,  for  which  the  tenor  of  his  pre- 
ceding life  was  calculated  only  to  disqualify  him.  Had 
he,  under  the  premure  of  circumatances  so  urgent,  and 
growing  out  of  his  previous  services,  assented  to  the 
commutation,  his  country  could  scarcely  deem  it  a 
voluntary  assent,  but  rather  a  submission  to  an  uncon- 
trollable and  instant  necessity,  which  admitted  of  no 
deliberation  or  delay.    But  there  ia  another  reason 
why  this  assent  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  binding. 
The  contract  of  1780  was  with  the  individual  officers, 
and  it  is  not  strictly  reconcilable  with  juetice  that  it 
should  be  varied,  reacinded,  or  released,  aa  to  any  one 
of  them,  without  his  own  individual  consent.    The 
commutation,  except  as  to  certain  retired  officera,  was 
oflered,  not  to  the  individuals,  but  to  lines  and  corps ; 
thereby  subjecting  the  individual,  as  to  his  own  par- 
ticular rights,  to  the  decision  of  others,  and,  with  re- 
spect to  the  younger  and  inferior  officers,  exposing 
them  to  be  governed  by  the  overruling  influence  of  su- 
perior rank  and  years,  to  which  they  were  habitually 
accustomed  to  submit. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  it  may  bo  urged— 
and  between  individoala  it  might  be  decisively  arged 
— ^that  the  enhsequent  acceptaneo  of  the  oommatation 
certificate*  of  itself,  amounted  to  aa  assent.  If  the 
officer  had  been  left  free  to  make  hie  choice,  and,  hav- 
ing made  it,  the  Qovernmeht  had  given  him  what  be 
freely  consented  to  receive,  the  argument  would  not 
have  been  without  some  force.  But  he  was  not  so 
free.  The  resolve  of  Congress — the  act  of  Government 
and  a  law — left  him  no  choice,  except  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  linee  and  corps  of  the  Army,  or  wait, 
whatever  might  be  his  wanta,  until  a  more  fortunate 
period  should  enable  him  to  approach  that  body,  not 
with  a  power  to  enforce  his  right,  bnt  only  to  sue  fur 
it  in  the  language  of  solidtatton.  It  may  be  remarked, 
thoagb  aomewhkt  oat  of  order,  that  this  is  aobatan- 


tially  tha  coarae  which  theee miiaw laKsle  aaa  mom  par- 
soiag.  They  have  waited  aalfl  their  eoaatry  is  able 
to  do  them  jastica,  and  they  now  prtitiasi  i»  th^ 
right,  oHeriag  to  relinquish  sJl  they  hava  iicaisaJ 

Bnt  it  ia  aiM>  troe,  and  fiiraiahea  aa  additioBal  aa- 
swer  to  the  olijection,  that  the  Govaraaaont  was  not 
able  to  comply  with  the  terma  of  the  reaolva  of  1783. 
It  could  not  pay  ia  money,  and  it  did  not  pay  in  what 
was  equivalent  to  money.  The  commotaliaB  certifi- 
cate waa  then*  and  for  eome  time  after,  worth  do  more 
than  one-eighth  (perhaps  even  lees)  of  its  noauaal 
value.  When  at  the  (uetanoe  of  eight  yean  after- 
wards the  funding  system  was  establuhedL  it  ie  noto- 
rious that,  generally  speaking,  the  certificates  ao  longer 
remained  in  the  handa  of  the  officers.  The  restoration 
of  the  public  credit  came  too  late  fer  men  vrhoae  n»- 
ceasitiee  were  eo  imperioae ;  and  thaa  the  half  pay  for 
life,  which  had  been  eolemnlf  elipalaled  aad  most 
meritorioaely  earned,  dwindled  in  the  h— is  el  the 
offieere,  witfaoat-  any  laait  of  thein,  to  ecaiaaly  awia 
than  half  pay  for  a  aiagle  year. 

Under  thie  view  of  the  caee,  it  eeeam  to  j^mt  eosa- 
mittee  jast  and  reaaooaUe,  and  baeemaig  Ike  ftith  of 
the  nation,  to  execute  the  contract  oijgiaaily  made, 
upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  mumnfialiete  ihal  is 
to  say,  of  deducting  from  the  arreara  of  the  half^pey, 
computed  from  the  cessation  of  hoetjlitiea  to  the  prea- 
ent  time,  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the  oommatation 
certificate,  and  paying  to  the  surviving  offieeca  the 
balance ;  and  henceforward,  during  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  paying  to  them  the  half  pay  stipulated  by 
the  reaolve  of  1780.  For  the  arrears,  the  memorial- 
ists are  willing  to  receive  stock,  bearing  an  interest. 

In  order  to  define  and  limit,  with  as  much  prednon 
ae  poasible,  the  extent  of  the  demand  which  will  thus 
be  created  upon  the  Treaauiy,  your  coramittae  have 
thought  it  right  to  aaeama  as  a  basis  Uio  nmnber  of 
Burviving  ofAeeia  aad  the  aggregate  of  claim  whidi 
are  sUted  by  the  memarialials  themaetvae;  aad  they 
recommend,  raspeotlnlly,  that  any  provmiaa  wUch  may 
be  made  be  limited  accordingly,  ae  as  not  to  exceed 
that  sum. 

In  conlonBity  with  theee  aaggeetioae,  -the  commit 
tee  herewith  report  a  bill. 

CREIBIT  FOB  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  submitleil  the  fel* 
lowing  reeoluliofts : 

Retohtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Way  a  and  Meana 
be  instrncted  to  inquire  imo  the  eapediancy  of  rapeal- 
ieg  all  iawB  wheeeby  a  credit  Is  allowed  apoa  duties 
aocmiag  on  imports  and  lonnega. 

MuJMk  Thai  the  aama  oammitlea  be  inatrttctad  to 
iequire  into  the  expedieney  of  rqiealing  all  lawa  al- 
lowing drawback. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  he  had  some  doubts  whe- 
ther he  had  selected  the  proper  committee  to  make 
the  proposed  inqtiirv.  It  had  direct  relation  to  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  country,  and,  for  that  reason, 
belonged  to  the  family  of  subjects  in  cbar^  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  but,  in  its  scope 
and  consequences,  it  undoubtedly  involved  the 
interests  of  commerce  and  domestic  manufactures. 
A  few  days  since,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  House  was 
called  on  to  resolve  a  kind  of  divorce  between  eom- 
merce  and  manu&ctures;  and  it  waa  then  said, 
that  their  interests  we^  ia  many  respects  hoedJe 
to  each  other.    If  thecommitteee  or  tBoaendjectB 
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should  find  any  eonflietiom  of  inteiMs,  (wluch  be 
hoped  they  would  not,)  the  Committee  of  W^ys 
and  Means  being  in  amity  with  each  of  tiiese, 
would  maintain  relations  ol  neutrality  with  both. 
Referring  to  the  substance  of  the  proposed  inquiry, 
he  said  that  it  would  probably  hate  to  be  made  at 
some  future  period  of  the  session,  and  he  thought 
it  time  to  call  the  attention  of  gentkmen  to  the 
subject.  The  annual  renort  from  the  Treasury 
Department  has  been  laid  upon  our  tables,  and  it 
is  known  to  all  of  us,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  there  is  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue  of  five  milbons  of  dollars, 
which  sum  must  be  i^ised  to  meet  the  ezpenditores 
of  the  next  year ;  and  this  deficit  will  be  greatly 
increased^  if  the  tariff  shall  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
p(»e  of  encoumging  domestic  maniifaetures.  To 
this  we  must  add  ire  millions  more,  to  pay  the 
claims  assumed  by  our  OoTcrnment,  under  the  late 
treaty  with  Spain.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that 
we  are  called  upon  to  perform  the  treaty  on  our 
mirt^  and  to  force  a  comj^iance  on  the  part  of 
Spam.  If  we  resolve  to  occupy  the  Floridas,  ways 
and  means  must  be  found  to  raise  ten  T^*Mw>ft«  of 
dollars  for  the  next  year,  beyo^  the  estimated  in- 
come c^  the  Treaswy.  We  ought  also  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  ooncingen^ies  of  that  movement. 

Another. view  of  the  subject,  said  Mr.  T.,  is 
equally  imj)ortant,  or  more  so.  s  It  is  well  known 
tluit  ours,  IS  the  only  QoTerament  that  allows  a 
credit  for  duties  on  imports  ,aiid  tonnage.  In  all 
other  countries  they  are  made  payable  in  cash.  It 
is  true,  that  aome  natians  make  a  oifieranoe  between 
duties  on  imports  and  duties  on  consumption. 
Fiaaee  is  an  instance ;  but  the  difeence  is  not  so 
material  a»to  require  explanalion  at  present.  By 
our  revenue  laws,  bonds  at  six  and  nine  montlis 
are  taken  for  duties  onall  articles  (except  salt)  im- 
|x>rted  by  sea,  ^e  produce  of  foreign  places  or 
islands,  situated  on  tne  eastern  shores  of  America, 
north  of  tk^  equator;  and  the  duties  on  imports 
from  all  other  ports  and  places  are  bonded  at  a 
credit  of  eight,  ten,  arid  eighteen  months,  payable 
in  equal  swns.  Q«ntlemen,  he  -said,  oould  easily 
aatiafy  themselves  that  the  merchant  imporlers 
liave  a  constant  loan  of  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  the  Treasury,  in  that  respect,  may 
be  considered  a  kind  of  loan  ofllce,  to  encoura^ 
importations.  It  was  believed,  he  said,  that  this 
system  of  long  credits  operated  as  a  bounty  to  export 
specie,  and  as  a  premium  to  diseoursjge  the  expor- 
tatioA  irf  our  home  induce.  That  it  operated  as 
a  boanty  to  promote  importations^  and  oiscourace 
domestic  manufactures,  was  a  tme  &ct,  capable 
ai  the  dearest  demonstration.  If  such,  said  he, 
is  the  tendency  of  the  present  system,  it  is  time  to 
begin  a  revision.  The  remit  of  an  inquiry  will 
show  what  encouragement  can  be  given  to  domestic 
manufactures,  beyond  the  cash  payment  of  duties. 

Mr.  T.  thought  the  proposed  change  of  such  im- 
portance to  the  importers,  that  they  ought  to  have 
xair  notice  of  it  As  a  body,  he  knew  them  to  be 
mimerousaiid  vespectable,  and  he  had  no  wish,  on 
his  part,  to  spring  the  quotion  on  them  by  surprise 
or  stratagem;  their  objections,  when ihev  matured, 
if  they  have  any,  may  aft>rd  light  on  the  sulject. 

As  40  the  (tewback,  he  would  only-  say,  that 


some  attempts  had  been  made,  as  he  was  infonsied, 
to  pay  the  duties  in  depreciated  currency,  and  get 
the  drawback  in  good  paper.  This,  if  true,  ought 
to  be  corrected,  lie  did  not  know  that  he  should 
be  in  favor  of  repealing  the  drawback  laws,  but 
some  regulations  would  have  to  be  made  on  th^t 
branch  oif  revenue,  and  it  was  perhaps  best  to  pre- 
sent it  and  the  other  subject  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  satisfhc- 
tion  that  Mr.  Tbimble  had  thus  early  brought  for- 
ward his  motion ;  but,  he  observed,  if  Mr.  T.  should 
succeed  in  his  object,  it  would  be  laying  tfa«  axe 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  system  of  revenue.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  drawback  system,  Mr.  8.  s«d, 
the  revenue  of  the  country  never  would  have  beoi 
what  it  was — but  ibr  that  system  the  public  debt 
would  never  have  been  paid.  This  was  a  motion, 
he  said,  of  vital  importance ;  and  he  repeated  his 
pleasure  that  it  had  been  introduced  in  time  to  give 
It  a  lull  consideration. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Silbbbe,  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table  and  print  it ;  which,  after 
a  remaik  or  two  from  Mr.  warpibld,  Mr.  Rbba, 
and  Mr.  Tbimblb,  in  which  Mr.  T.  assented  to  the 
course  proposed,  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  res- 
olution was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

REVOLUTIONABY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  JoNEB,  of  Tennessee,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Raoivedi  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  state  to  this  Hoose  whether,  in  pursuance  of  the 
law  of  l^tk  March,  18^8,  any  pensions  have  been 
gimntdd,  whieb,  for  reasons  which  he  wUl  state,  ought 
not  to  have  been  granted ;  and  what  coarse  has  been 
pniBued  in  relation  to  si^  pensions,  or  thoAe  to  whom 
they  may  have  been  graatfld. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  induced  to  offer  the  reso- 
lution to  obtain  information  on  a  subject  which 
had  excited  much  interest.  The  Revolutionary 
officers  and  soldiers,  or  some  of  them,  were  charged 
with  the  commission  of  frauds  in  obtaining  pen- 
sions under  the  law  of  1818.  If  this  vras  true,  the 
nature  of  the  frauds  should  be  known,  and  a 
remedy  shoilld  be  applied.  On  examining  the 
law  upon  the  subject,  ne  said  he  was  disposed  to 
think  there  was  no  power  to  prevent  their  receiv- 
ing the  pensions  thus  illegaliy  obtained.  If  the 
law  was  defective,  it  ought  to  oe  amended. 

This  motion  and  those  incidentally  made  rela- 
tive to  it  produced  some  discussion,  and  some 
amendments  to  it  previous  to  its  adoption,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  brief  account : 

Mr.  Steotber,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve  by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  follow- 
ing words : 

•<  And  the  number  and  nanies  of  those  who  fa«ve 
been  placed  t^x»n  the  pension  liftft  from  each  Stale, 
and  the  amoant  paid  m  each  State  onder  the  said 
law." 

Mr.  JoNBB  accepted  this  amendmeBt  as  apart 

of  his  BM>tion. 

Mr.  BLOOMTiBLn,  of  New  J^sey,  suggested, 
that  this  resolve  caidd  not  be  necessary,  the  sub- 
ject betng  ^eady  distinctly  referred, to  a  commit- 
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tee  of  the  Hooae,  who  had  the  subject  liadar  con- 
sideiation,  and' would  doubtlen  obtain  and  report 
all  ih&  neeessary  information. 

Mr.  Whitman^  of  Maasachusetts,  mored  that 
the  resolfre  should  be  ordeeed  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  LtJvooLV,  of  Maasachusetts,  opposed  this 
motion  by  a  course  of  remarks,  eztenaed  to  con- 
siderable length,  of  which  the  following  was  the 
purport :    He  was  opposed  to  the  resolve  lying'  on 
the  table,  because  the  subject  of  it  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  rights  and  interest  of  a  vener- 
able portion  of  the  community.    With  respect  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  if  he  had  transcended  those 
powers  which  the  law  vested  in  him,  it  was  highly 
proper;  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
matter.    If  the  Secretary  of  War  had  the  power 
to  strike  from  the  pension  list  the  name  of  any 
indi?iduaji  enrolled  on  it ;  or,  if  not  legally  having 
the  power,  he  had  exercised  it,  the  subject  oueht 
to  be  inquired  into.    JMr.  L.  was  of  opmion  uat 
the  Secretary  neither  had,  nor :  ou^ht  to  have  this 
power.    The  law  prescribed  certain  requisites  and 
conditions,  which  being  complied  witn»  a  person 
should  have  a  right  to  oe  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  without  reference  to  any  discretionary  power 
in  the  Secretary ;  and,  being  placed  there,  the  law 
gave  him  no  authority  to  displace  him.    Are  these 
men,  said  Mr.  L.,  dependent  for  their  subsistence 
on  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  War  1    When  we 
have  required  certain  forms  and  solemnities  to  place 
persons  on  the  pension  list,  is  he,  without  form  and 
without  solemnitv,  merely  on  the  information  of 
some  £riend  in  wnom  he  has  confidence,  justified 
in  striking  any  one  of  them  from  the  list  ?    Mr. 
L.  thought  not.    He  wished  not  to  be  understood 
as  manifesting  any  want  CS  confidence  in  the  vir- 
tue or  talent  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  of  which 
no  man  had  a  higher  opinion  \  but  no  virtue,  nor 
any  talent^  was  proof  against  misconception  or 
erroneous  information,  &c.    Mr.  L.  made  a  num- 
ber of  other  remarks  of  a  general  nature,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Revolutionary  Pension  Law.    He 
knew,  he  said,  that  some  persons  entertained  strong 
impressions  against  this  law,  and  that  it  had  be- 
come odious  to  some  on  account  of  the  number  of 
persons  whom  it  embraced.    But,  Mr.  L.  said, 
ought  we  not  rather  to  rejoice  that  so  many  who 
served  their  country  in  critical  times  yet  live^  and 
that  the  nation  possesses  the  means  of  sustaining 
them  when  no  longer  able  to  supjport  themselves  ? 
For  his  part,  he  said,  he  rejoiced  that  the  number 
was  so  great ;  and  so  far  from  desiring  to  see  it 
diminished  by  the  lapse  of  years,  had  he  the  power, 
he  would  sav  to  each  or  them,  Soldier  of  the 
Revolution— live  forever! 

Mr.  Whitman  defended  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  Among  other  things  he 
aaid  he  was  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion  ftom  the 
gentleman  last  up,  with  respect  to  the  power  said 
to  have  been  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
must  nave  this  power,  because  such  a  power  must 
aomewhere  ezj^t.  If  he  had  been  imposed  upon  by 
fraud,  he  certainly  had,  or  ought  to  have,  the  power 
.to  revoke  the  act  which  was  founded  on  fraud  and 


fiilse  representations.  There  could  be  no  possible 
danger  from  the  exerciae  of  such  a  power  by  the 
Secretary  of  War;  it  was  a  power  exercised  at 
his  peril,  and  which  be  would  in  no  caae  exercise 
but  upon  conchiaive  evidence.  If  anjr  injustice, 
however,  should  be  done  hv  any  individual,  he 
might  come  to  this  House  for  redress,  and,  if  ag- 
grieved, he  could  obtain  it. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massaohus^ts,  «aid,  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolve?,  bot  he 
had  to  the  latter  part  (being  that  added  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Stbothir)  which  he  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  ^• 

Mr,  Stbotrbr  opposed  this  motion,  for  which 
he  professed  himself  unable  to  see  moj  adequate 
motive.  If  fraud  had  been  committed,  it  was  pro- 
per to  inquire  into  all  the  cireumatances  connected 
with  it,  and  into  the  quarter  of  the  country  in  which 
it  occurred.  / 

Mr.  Rich  mov^  to  postpone  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  this  resolve  to  the  Isr  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, on  the  ground  that  the  subject  was  already 
before  a  committee  of  the  House,  on  his  motion,  and 
to  pass  this  resolution  would  be  to  indicate  a  want 
of  confidence  in  their  disposittoa  to  inquire  into 
Uie  facts  connected  with  this  subject 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived ; 
as  also  was  Mr.  Hill's  motion,  after  some  debate, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York 
supported,  and  Mr.  Stbothbr  opposed  die  mo- 
tion. The  latter  ^^entleman  incidentally  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  power  does  belong  Co  the 
Secretarv  of  War,  which  he  is  reprasentea  to  have 
exercised,  of  striking  from  the  pension  list  those 
who  have  ^tten  there  bVthe  means  of  fraud. 

On 'motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  inquiry  was 
extended,  by  incorporating  in  Mr.  SraoTHER'a 
amendment  the  words,  "and  the  line  to  which 
ther  belong,  and  their  rank." 

Un  motKMi  of.  Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  the 
resolution  waa  further  amended,  by  adding  UiereCo 
the  words :  "  and  also  the  n^gmations  adopted  by 
the  War  Departtnent  in  relation  to  the  examina- 
tion and  admismn  of  claims  for  pensions  under 
this  act*" 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  waa  agreed  to 
without  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  who 
stated  that  the  law  providing  for  the  payment  of 
such  claims  had  expired,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
was  instructed  to  induire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  to  Henry  Cain  the  value  of  a  horse  lost 
or  Killed  during  the  late  war  with  Gh-eat  Britain; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  21. 

Mr«  HiBauM AN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  .of  Lancaster  county,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  measures  aiay  be  takea 
for  the  protection  of  die  domestic  manufacturing 
estahUsnments  of  .the  country ^^ — Refened  to  tlie 
Committee  of  Manu£Bictures. 
'    The  Speaker  laid  befoie  the  House  a  scfaedale 
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of  fees,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  of* 
ficers  of  the  distnet  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  western  district  of  Virginia,  prepared  ajad  trans- 
mitted bv  the  jud^  of  Che  said  district,  in  obedi- 
ence to  tne  rasolotion  of  this  House,  of  the  22d  of 
February  last. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
JudiciaiT. 

Mr.  IioLMB8,  of  Massachus^ts,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  wfajeet,  reported  a  bill 

Kroviding  for  the  admission  of  the  District  of 
faine  into  the  Union,  (m  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

Mr.  FLiOto,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  Monday 
in  January,  and  committed  to  the  same  committee 
of  the  whole  House  as  the  bill  for  admitting  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmss,  and 
was  negatived — ayes  about  20;  and  the  bill  was 
then  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Alien, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read :  when  Mr.  B.  re- 
ported a  oill  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty 
land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to  her 
son,'  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services 
as  a  private  in  the  late  war ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whde. 

On  motion '<^  Mr.  Whi'TMan  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  directed  to  inqmre 
into  the  expediency  of  providin«p  by  law  for  -the 
application  for  pensions  under  ''An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  peraons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  tiie  Revolutionary- 
war,"  approved  March  18,  1818,  by  ffuardian,  in 
case  of  tne  insanity  of  the  person  entitled  thereto. 

Mr.  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairi 
be  insfructed  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing to  the  widows  and  orphans  that  have  been  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  dr  may  here* 
after  he  placed  on  said  pension  list,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  making  Ibrther  provi- 
sion for  military  services  daring  the  late  war,  and  for 
oUier  parposes,"  approved  April  16»  IB  16,  a  futtlier 
provision  r  so  as  to  allows  to  each  oiphan,  whether  of 
an  officer  or  soldier,  after  the  expiration  of  ths  five 
years  half«pay  allowed  by  tbo  piovisioQs  of  the  before 
recited  aei,  a  certain  sum,  to  be  paid  annually,  until 
they  arrive  at  a  sufficient  age  to  provide  (ot  themselves. 
Also,  to  allow  to  each  widow,  whether  of  an  officer  or 
soldier,  a  certain  sum,  to^be  paid  annually  daring  life, 
or  to  the  time  of  her  intermarriage ;  or  to  make  sucE 
other  provision  for  said  widows  and  orphans  as  may 
be  thought  just  and  necessary.' 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso* 
lution,  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  same, 
it  was  detq^miaed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bloomfibld  offered  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posine  that  the  two  Houses  should  adiourn  from 
the  24th  instant  to  Monday,  the  3d  of  January. 

This  resolution  was  supported  by  the  mbver,  and 
by  Messrs.  Nblsoh,  of  Virginia,  and  WA.BPiBLn, 
OB  the  ground,  ^at  the-  time  proposed  was  necei^ 
sary  to  allow  certain  alteiatifi^ns  of  the  Hall,  and 


proceed  vnth  any  kind  of  facility  or  comfort  in 
the  puUic  busing  and  that,  so  far  from  its  being 
a  waste  of  time,  it  would  be  the  reverse  in  its  con* 
sequences,  db& 

Mr.  Rhea  and  Mr.  Gaoss,  of  New  York,  op- 
posed the  resolution,  on  the  ground  that  the  time 
^posed  for  the  recess  was  more  than  necessary 
lor  the  purpose  referred  to  by  its  advocates,  dec. 
•  The  question  on  ordering  the  rescdution  to  a 
third  reading  was  decided  in  the  negative,  bv  yeas 
and  nays — ^^eas  50,  nays  100 ;  and  the  resolution 
of  course  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw^ 

Re$Uvedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  as  early  a 
day  .as  may  be  convenient,  an  account  of  ^le  ex- 
penditure of  the  several  sums  appropriated  for 
building  fortifications,  from  the  year  1816  to  the 
year  1819,  both  inclusive;  indicating  the  places  at 
which  works'  of  defence  have  been  begun ;  the 
magnitude  of  the  works  conten^ated  at  each 
place ;  their  present  condition ;  the  amount  already 
expended,  and  the  estimated  sum  requisite  for  the 
completion  of  each  $  also  the  mode  by  whieh  the 
fiEHTtiiications  are  bailt,  whether  by  contract  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Sbaw  and  Mr.  Cushman  were  appointed  a 
eommittee  to  peesent  the  foreg<Mng  resolution  to 
the  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  several 
items  which,  are  charg^ed  u{K>n  the  contingent  fund ; 
and  whethe^  in  their  opinion,  the  expenditures 
may  not,  in  iutnrey  be  diminished,  consistent  with 
the  public  interest,  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  several  oommitteer 
on  so  much  of  the  public  accounts  and  expendi- 
tures as  relates  to  the  D^rtments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  Navy,  Post  Office,  and  Public  Build- 
ings, were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this 
House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  expenditures 
in  those  departments  may  not  be  diminished  with* 
out  prejudice  to  the  public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  dlrectea  to  inquire  into  and 
r^Kirt  the  allowances  which  have  been  made  to 
the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  for 
the  transportation  of  baggage,  quarters,  and  fuel, 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  1816,  and  also  into 
the  expediency  of  regulating  the  same  in  future. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiiirs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  to  this  House  the  objects  intended  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb,  the  Committee  on 
Military  A£hirs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  to  this  House  the  expenditures  which  have 
been,  and  are  likely  to  be,  mcurred  in  fitting  out 
and  prosecuting  the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

On  motion  of  Bftr.  Rioh,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 


arrangements  necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  |  diency  of  making  compensation  to  Aaron  BeUa- 
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my,  of  Vermoat,  for  hin  Tessel,  eaptured  by  the 
enemy  on  Lake  Champlain,  while  engaged  in  the 
serrice  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  testi- 
mony taken  under  a  commission  from  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Claims,  and  on  file  in  the  Clerk's 
c^ee,  be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

•  Mr.  Warpielo  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
directing  the  distribution  to  each  member  of  the 
present  Congress,  not  embraced  by  the  former  re* 
solution  on  mat  subject,  one  copy  of  the  journals, 
acts,  &c.,  of  the  conrention,  recently  published; 
which  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald ;  whieh 
was  renofled  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

J.08SE8  m  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed,  during  the  Seininole  war. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  took  a  brief  riew  of 
the  occasion  which  had  made  it  an  act  of  justice 
in  the  Ck>Temment  to  pass  this  bill.  The  number 
of  cases  of  losses  of  horses,  from  any  cause,  would 
not  exceed  three  hundred,  and  perhaps  not  two 
hundred.  There  was  a  class  of  cases  not  embraced  • 
in  the  bill,  however,  which  he  thought  ought  to 
be — ^namely,  that  of  horses  killed  by  forced  marches ; 
which  being  made  under  orders  which  the  owners 
of  the  horses  could  not  disobey,  the  consequences 
ought  not  to  fall  on  them,  but  on  the  Government 
He  th««fore  proposed  an  amendment  ta  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  include  this  class  of 


Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  amendment,  though  it  had 
been  thought  proper,  by  the  committee  who  reported 
tiie  bill,  not  to  introduce  such  a  provision  into  it. 
Mr.  C.  then  spoke  of  the  general  merits  of  the  biU. 
The  committee,  he  said,  had  not  taken  into  view 
the  manner  in  which  these  men  were  called  into 
service ;  nor  did  thev  undertake  to  determine  whe- 
th^  it  had  been  legauy  or  iUeffally .  It  was  enough 
for  them  to  know,  that  the  claimants  for  losses  of 
this  description  were,  at  the  time,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  encountered  difficulties  and 
dangers  equal,  p^haps,  to  those  encountered  bv 
any  troops  in  service  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Bntaiu.-  It  was  not  to  be  supposed,  Mr.  C. 
Mid,  that  private  soldiers  knew  from  what  source 
their  orders  ori^ated ;  they  {nresumed  them  to  be 
legal,  and  that,  m  obeying  them,  they  were  answer- 
ing the  call  of  their  country.  He  trusted  the  House 
iroiild  extend  to  them  the  same  provision,  now 
pvopoeed,  which  had  in  other  cases  been  extended 
to  others.  He  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
mentfhe  said,  because  he  believed  it  would  em- 
bcace  some  just  cases,  not  ^oabraoed  by  the  bill  as 
it  stood. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,,  was  opposed  to  ^oing 
beyond  the  parallel  to  this  biU,  to  be  found  m  the 
act  apidicable  to  similar  losses  during  the  late  w^s 


with  Great  Britain.  He  was  therefore  of^oaed  to 
the  amendment  He  did  not  mean  to  inqaire,  and 
he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to  inquire,  into 
the  nature  of  the  orders  by  whieh  these  mooated 
volunteers  were  called  into  -service.  They  had 
been  in  the  service  of  their  country ;  and  cn^fht  to 
be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  therein. 

Mr.  Storbb,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  the 
couzse  of  some  examination  he  had  made  into  the 
documents  of  a  fononer  session,  he  had  accidentally 
lit  upon  a  document  which  perhaps  mialit  throm 
some  light  on  the  subiect  now  bMore  me  House, 
it  was  the  act  supplementary  to  the  nuliiary  ap- 
propriation act  of  1818,  in  which  was  contained 
an  appropriation  of  ninety  thousand  doUars,  for 
paying  these  volunteers  (at  the  rate  of  iorty  cents 
each  per  day)  for  the  ose  of  their  horses.    He  asked 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  and  of  the  Hoose, 
whether  this  allowance  was  not  equivalent  to  any 
reasonable  risk  of  the  loss  or  injury  of  die  h<»ses 
of  these  volunteers.    With  regard  to  the  claims' 
law  of  1816,  now  expired,  Mr.  S<.  argued  that  it 
was  a  gratuitous  act  on  the  part  Si  Congress, 
which  perhaps  never  ought  to  have  passed,  and 
ought  not  now  to  be  brought  into  precedeot. 

Mr.  J0HH8ON,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor. 
He  advanced  with  regret,  he  said,  to  one  questioB 
which  he  conceived  involved  in  the  consideration 
of  this  bill ;  but  if  the  House  was  disposed  to  pass 
a  hill  of  indemnity,  it  was  first  necessary,  he  said, 
to  inquire  whether  these  troops  were  legallvin  ser- 
vice ;  whether  the  commanding  General  haa  obeyed 
the  orders  of  the  President  in  calling  them  out? 
and  whether  the  President  had  the  power  to  issue 
such  an  order  This,  Mr.  J.  thought  the  first  and 
most  interesting  question.  What  were  the  facts? 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  December  1817,  author- 
ized General  Jackson,  if  necessary,  to  call  on  the 
Governors  of  the  adjoining  States  for  militia ;  the 
efiiective  regular  force  being  stated  by  the  Secretary 
to  amount  to  eight  hundrra  men.  On  the  12th  (tf 
January,  1818,  General  Jackson  informed  the  Sec- 
retary ojf  War  that  he  had  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
of  Tennessee ;  had  called  for  one  thousand  mounted 
volunteers ;  and  for  this  departure  from  orders  was 
the  House  now  called  on  to  pass  a  bill  which  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  an  act  of  indemnity.  Tbe 
President  himself,  Mr.  J.  said,  could  not  have  called 
for  those  volunteers,  because  the  laws  giving  such 
an  authority  had  expired ;  of  course,  he  could  not 
vest  such  a  power  in  General  Jackson.  Mr.  J. 
argued^  therefore,  that  these  volunteers  had  been 
called  mto  service  without  any  legal  power  in  the 
General  to  do  so ;  and  he  asked,  u  the  House,  be- 
cause pathetically  appealed  to  in  the  name  and  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  sufiking  soldier,  would,  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill  before  them,  sanction  this 
violation  of  authority  ?  There  were  ci|^t  hundred 
regular  troops ;  Gtaeral  Gaines  had  brought  into 
the  field  one  thousand  eight  hundred  Indians  and 
Geornans ;  and  Gtoeral  Jackson  added  one  thou- 
sand Tednessee  volunteers — and  all  this  force  to 
pursue  a  handful  of  fugitive  Redsticks !  But,  had 
all  this  force  been  requisite — had  the  Tennessee 
troops  been  necessary,  Mr.  J.  said-  he  would  nerar 
auffier  a  military  officer  to  invade  the  rights  of  this 
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House,  where,  and  where  only,  the  peace  and 
curity  of  the  people  rested.  He  a^ed  whether 
these  Yohiiiteers  had  been  paid ;  and  demanded  to 
know  what  officer  had  a  right  to  pay  troops  called 
into  serrice  without  anv  authority  trom  die  Gk)T- 
ernment  ?  Ouffht  not  tne  President  to  have  comr 
municated  the  fact  to  this  House,  that  such  a  foree 
had  been  called  into  service  without  authority ;  but, 
before  he»  could  countermaad  them,  had  rendered 
service  to  their  eounCry-f-and  then  asked  of  Con* 
gress  to  eompensale  them?  Such,  he  thought, 
would  have  beoi  the  proper  course  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  pursued.  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  he 
always  readv  to  pava  just  debt,  but  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  pay  tnose  wno  had  violated  the  laws  of  their 
country.  He  would  not  pay  these  soldiers  a  single 
cent.  Was  it  possible,  he  asked,  that  any  pcfftioa 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  a  reflecting,  inteUi|[eBt 
people,  as  they  were,  should  not  have  inquired 
whether  or  not  the  commanding  ofilcer  had  a  right 
to  raise  this  foree  ?  He  could  not  believe  it.  We 
are  going  on  too  rapidly,'  said  Mr.  J.  Look  which* 
ever  way  we  will,  the  {mblic  expenditures  exceed 
the  estimates;  we  are  just  now  called  on  to  sup- 
ply a  deficiency  for  the  Navy ;  even  the  ajptiropriar 
tioiis  for  the  puldic  buildings,  a  matter  ot  expense 
susceptible  ot  the  most  accurate  estimate,  are  ex- 
ceeded by  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.. 
Oar  aubajrrassments  thicken  iqpon  us;  already  is 
this  youthful  nation  brought,  under  these  auspices, 
to  this  very  singular  situation,  in  a  time  or  pro- 
found peace,  either  to  borrow  money  or  tax  the 
peoiile;  and  this  in  a  time  of  prosperity,  too,  as 
we  ace  tdd.  The  public  eanenses,  Mr.  J.  said, 
were  nearly  as  great  as  in  the  first  year  of  the  war ; 
was  this  pioper  in  a  state  of  peace  ?  What,  he 
asked,  was  the  good  which  had  resulted  from- this 
great  eiqwdition,  the  losses  in  ndiich  the  House 
w«s  now  called  on  to  indemnify  ?  They  had  been 
told  that  this  vigorous  expe^tion  had  done  more 
tham  every  thing  else  to  procure  for  us  theFloridas ; 
bat  neither  the  vigor  of  die  fiddnor  of  the  Cabinet 
had  yet  been  sumoicnt  to  accompUah  Ao^  object. 
Mr.  J.  .eoncliuled  by  arotestiag  against  -hoth  the 
amendment  and  the  buL 

Mi.  Caviioh  again  addressed  the  Commiltee; 
He  said,  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill  had 
not  at  all  taken  into  view  the  conduct  of  Gtenetal 
Jackson,  as  it  was  not  thou^  necessarily  con- 
ikeeted  with  the  qnestifm  of  paying  for  the  losses 
that  had  been  sustained  on  this  campaign,  nor  had 
they  attempted  to  express  an  opinion  on  any  part 
of  his  coadnet.  He  said  he  had,  himself,  intended 
that  it  should  be  left  en^reLy  out  of  view,  nor 
would  he  go  into  a  discussion  on  that  subject. 
However,  he  said,  notwithstanding  he  was  aware 
that  the  proper  question  before  the  Committee  was 
OIL  the  amendment  offisred  by  his  colleague,  and  of 
couffae  it  was  out  of  order  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  yet  he  hoped  he  would  be  pennitted  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  in  reply  to  his  friend 
from  Virgh^,^Mr.  Johnsoiv.)  These  persons, 
he  said,  mr  wIumu  we  ask  remuneration,  have  been 
in  the  service  of  our  country ;  they  have  encoun- 
tered every  privation,  sufomg,  and  dahger,  that 
coidd  ht  eneoontend  byaaymen.    AU  this,  he 


said,  they  expected  when  they  entered  the  servieej 
no  doubt ;  but  they  also  expected,  and  had  a  right 
to  expect,  that  forage  was  to  be  furnished  for  iSekt 
horses,  as  well  as  rations  for  themselves ;  they  are 
not  evoi  accused  of  having  acted  in  any  way  in- 
correctly ;  they  had  obeyed  the  call  of  an  office  of 
the  Grovemment,  in  rallying  around  its  standard, 
as  wdl  as  his  orders  throughout  the  whole  eam- 
paiffu;  they  had  conformed  to  what  they  supposed 
to  be  the  authority  of  the  Gkneral  Government ; 
therefore,  no  blame  could  attach  to  them,  even  if 
it  was  admitted  the  comihanding  CNmeral  had 
acted  improperly.  If  he  has  done  wrong,  let  him 
be  called  to  account  by  the  proper  authority,  aiid 
punished  for  it.  But^  he  said,  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  visit  the  sins  of  General  JaciMm 
on  the  soldiers  who  had  acted  under  him,  (and 
were  compdled  io  obey  his  commands,)  by  with- 
holding from  the  innocent  soldier  a  just  remunera- 
tion for  his  losses.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  risen 
expressly  to  reply  to  an  honorable  gentleman,  he  be- 
li^ed  from  the  State  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Storks  ;) 
that  gentleman,  he  saidj  if  he  had  understood  him 
correctly,  had  stated  that  the  sum  of  $90,000  had 
already  been  appscypriated  to  piy  these  troops  forty 
cents  per  day  ror  the  use  of  their  horses,  while  in 
service.  He  thought  the  gentleman  must  be  under 
some  mistake  about  this ;  that,  if  that  sum  was 
appropriated,  it  must  have  been  Intended  te  cover 
other  claims  that  had  originated  in  the  late  war 
with  England,  as  well  as  those  on  the  Seminole 
camnai|p. 

[Mr.  STORUa  explained,  by  reading  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  confirming  his  state- 
ment.] 

Mr.  Cahnoh  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
formation which  had  beim  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  he  must  suppose  that  the  sum 
stat^  was  not  only  appropriated  to  pay  the  forty 
cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  horses  in  the  Seminole 
campaign,  but  also  to  pay  other  claims  of  officers 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  service  during  the 
late  war  with  England,  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  of  their  horses;  also,  as  ne  knew  that  many  of 
those  claims  were  yet  unsettled ;  and  he  could  not 
imagine  that  the  sum  of  ninety  thousand  dollars 
could  be  set  apart  for  that  single  parpose,  as  had 
been  stated  hj  the  ^tleman.  He  said,  he  was 
aware  that  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  had  some 
eflbot  in  producing  o^Mmsition  to  this  bill,  but  he 
hoped  gentlemen  wt^d  not,  on  that  gr6und,  de- 
ciue  against  it.  Others  who  had  lost  tfadr  prop* 
eity  in  the  service  of  the  country,  under  similar 
circumstances,  had  been  paid.  At  the  time  that 
law  passed,  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
House,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  believed  it  one  inmongst  the  best  acts  of  that 
Coogress;  for  he  held  the  doctrine,  that  whomso- 
ever does  sacrifice  his  property  in  the  defence  of 
his  country,  pr  lose  it  in  its  service,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  this  bill,  in  consequmce  of  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  furnish  the  ne- 
cessary foragej  and  without  any  fiiult  or  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  owner,  ougnt  to  be  paid  the 
value  of  the  property  sacrificed  or  loet  in  eonse' 
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qoeaee  of  saeh  failure,  no  matter  what  may  be,  the 
situation  of  the  finances  of  the  coantry,  eren  if  it 
was  much  worse  than  it  is. 

He  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  the  most  patriotic 
part  of  the  community  should  not  only  suffer  every 
depriration,  encounter  every  hardship  and  danger, 
but  also  sacrifice  their  property  too,  and  go  unre- 
warded. Such  a  course  woald  be  enough  to  weak* 
en  the  feelinffs  of  attachment  (of  even  the  sreatest 
patriot  and  mend)  to  our  Government.  He  said, 
whatever  gentlemen  might  think  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commanding  officer  on  this  campaign,  he 
hoped  they  would  not  invirive  it  with  the  question 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  for 
he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any  connexion  be- 
tween them ;  the  one  applies  to  General  Jackson, 
the  other  to  soldiers  who  were  under  him.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  touch  at  all  the  question  that 
occupied  so  much  of  the  time  and  talents  of  this 
House  during  the  last  session,  nor  could  he,  by  any 
means,  be  driven  into  that  discussion,  on  this  bill 
which  he  said  was  of  a  difierent  nature,  and  rested 
on  difiierent  ffround  altogether.  He  had,  he  said, 
only  now  asked  the  same  measure  of  justice  for 
these  citizens,  who  have  been  in  our  service  and 
sustained  losses,  that  has  been  extended  to  others ; 
this  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  granted  to  them. 

Mr.  JoNE6^  of  Tennessee,  entered  at  some  length 
into  an  argument  in  the  sbppott  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  some  of  the  reasons  advanced 
against  it ;  arguing  to  show  the  justice  of  the  re- 
muneration asked  for,  and  that  it  would  not  be  an 
extension  of  the  principle  heretofore  acted  on  in 
similar  losses,  as  contended  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland. As  to  the  general  question,  the  volun- 
teers, he  thought,  had  a  right  to  presume  diat  the 
call  upon  them  w^  legal,  and  they  acted  properly 
in  obeying  the  orders,  ri^nt  or  wrong.  He  would 
not  enter  into  an  examination  of  General  Jack- 
son's conduct  in  calling  on  the  volunteers;  the 
soldiers  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  inquiry,  nor 
was  the  inquirjr  connected  with  the  question  be- 
fore the  Committee.  The  soldiers  had  done  their 
duty  faithfully,  and  had  the  same  claim  on  the 
Government  as  if  they  had  acted  under  the  most 
correct  orders,  if  they  were  not  of  that  character^ 
which  he  would  not  at  this  time  inquire  into. 

Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that,  whe- 
ther these  troops  ffot  into  the  field  legally,  was  one 
question;  and  whether  they  were  to  be  remuner- 
ated for  their  losses,  was  another.  In  deciding  on 
this  subject,  he  should  be  governed  by  expediency 
alone.  He  had  once  been  of  opinion  that  it  was 
IKTOper  to  pay  these  claims ;  but  subsequent  reflec- 
tion had  changed  that  opinion,  and  the  more  he 
considered  it  the  more  he  was  convinced  that  the 
former  law  was  unwise.  If  the  Government  was 
to  pi^  the  soldier  for  his  horse,  the  soldier  ought 
to  retund  what  he  had  received  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horse — at 
least,  the  Government  ought  to  pay  only  the  bal- 
ance, after  deducting  the  amount  already  given  to 
him.  Mr.  McC.  repeated  that  this  law  was  im- 
politic. He  was  willing  to  alter  the  standing  laws 
of  the  country,  and  make  the  allowance  fifty  or 


even  sixty  cents  per  day  for  the  uae  oi  the  horses 
of  volunteers  or  militia,  if  it  was  thought  proper; 
but  he  would  not  consent  to  legislate  in  this  way, 
first  to  pay  a  hit  consideration  for  the  risk  and 
use  of  the  horse,  and  then  his  whole  value  li 
would  be  better,  he  said,  to  pay  the  full  price  of 
the  horse,  in  the  first  instance,  than  to  he  subject 
to  such  cuims. 

Mr.  Rain,  of  Geor]^,  entered  at  some  len^h 
into  a  view  of  the  circumstances  out  of  which 
these  claims  srew,  to  show  that  they  were  just  and 
equitable  Iiis  distance  from  the  reporter  did  not 
allow  the  advantage  of  hearing  his  remarks ;  bat 
he  was  understood  to  agree  that  the  conduct  of  the 
commanding  General  had  nothing  to  do  in  set- 
tling this  question;  and  that  these  claims  were 
entitled  to  the  same  liberality  as  those  which  had 
been  herefore  provided  for.  Though  in  frvor  of 
the  bill,  he  was  not  in  fiivor  of  the  i^oposed 
amendment;  because  those  cases  of  loss  which 
arose  from  forced  marches,  &c.,  were  of  a  nature 
incident  to  the  state  of  war,  the  risk  of  which  wis 
contemplated  and  provided  for  in  the  original  con- 
tract between  the  Government  and  the  Midler. 

Mr.  JoBMBON,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  remove  from 
his  previous  remarks  ^ny  misconstruction.  He 
had  not  contended  for  insubordination^  or  advanced 
the  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  right  for  these 
volunteers  to  demand  of  the  commanding  Oenersi 
his  authority  for  calling  them  out,  after  they  had 

tot  into  the  field.  But  these  men  were  not  sol- 
iers;  they  were  citizens  of  Tennessee  vdimta- 
rily  taking  the  field,  and  as  such  had  a  perfect 
rwht,  before  they  entered  the  service,  to  demand 
of  the  General  oy  what  authority  he  called  on 
them  in  this  way.  It  was  ursed,  as  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  payment  of  uiese  claims,  that  it 
would  serve  as  an  inducement  to  men  to  vohmteer 
hereafter,  and  stimulate  Uieir  ardor ;  but  the  gal- 
lant spirits  of  this  nation,  Mr.  J.  said,  would  never, 
on  any  proper  occasion,  feel  their  ardor  damped 
because  the  payment  of  these  elaims  on  the  nublic 
pur^e  were  reuised.  The  example  of  a  muitary 
ofilcer  acting  without  authority — ^raising  an  army 
without  the  consent  of  the  nation — thu  was  the 
kind  of  ardor  which  he  wished  to  damp.  Mr.  J. 
said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  paying  a 
just  debt ;  he  would  mortgage  the  whole  property 
of  the  nation  to  preserve  its  faith ;  but  he  would 
never  consent  to  tax  this  people  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  debt  contracted  by  violating  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  risty 
but  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  75  to  54. 

The  question  on  the  amendment 'proposed  by 
Mr.  JoNEB  was  also  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  .Rbsa,  of  Tennessee,  then  proposed  an 
amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  embrace 
cases  arising  out  ofme  late  Creek  war,  and  which 
have  not  bMn  heretoforo'settled. 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  hill. 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  postpooe- 
ment,  on  the  ground  tuit  there  were  case  of  losses 
arising  under  the  Seminole  war,  whieh  ought  to 
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t  be  provided  for,  even  tkoogh  otheni  were  not 

•  He  referred  to  tke  eaaee  of  wa^ns  impreased  into 
L  the  service  to  transport  the  baggase  and  provis- 
!  ions  of  the  Georgia  detachments  of  militia.  Hav- 
E  ing  proceeded  into  the  interior  of  the  coimtry,  the 

•  roads  became  so  impassable  that  they  could  not 
f   return,  and  were  oompdled  to  abandon  and  lose 

their  property.    He  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to  try  this  provis- 

;   ion,  at  least,  of  the  hilL 

Mr.  STOfiBS  declined  withdrawing  his  motion. 
His  object  was  to  reject  the  hilL  Already  the  law 
of  1816  was  brought  up  as  «  precedent  if  it  was 
a  bad  precedent,  as  he  believed  it  to  be,  the  rejec- 
tion of^tfais  bill  would  serve  to  abolish  it.  With 
respect  to  precedents,  he  went  on  to  say,  motives 
mi^ht  actuate  one  Congress  in  passing  a  law 
which  would  not  operate  on  another  Congress. 
He  did  not  mean  to  allude  now  to. the  motives 
which  induced  the  passage  of  the  act  which  had 
been  referred  Co;  but  he  aaked  mtlemen  to  look 
over  the  list  of  warrants  issued  under  that  law. 

I  They  would  there  find  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  had  been  paid  for  lost  horses  and  equip- 
ments, dbc.,  and,  if  the  act  had  not  fortunatdy 
expired,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Government  would 
have  had  to  pay  as  much  more.  The  bill  now 
before  the  House,  moreover,  applied  not  only  to 
cases  of  horses  lost  or  dying  during  the  war,  but 
to  cases  arisiDg  out  of  it ;  and  the  bill  was  to  con> 
tinue  in  force  for  two  years  from  its  passage — so 
that,  for  an3r  horse  usea  in  the  Seminole  war,  dy* 
iiig  at  any  time  before  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
his  owner  might  put  in  a  claim  for  bis  value,  if  he 
could  but  perauade  himself  or  others  that  his  death 
arose  out  of  that  war.  The  bill,  indeed,  was  full 
of  defects.  But,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  principle,  he  had  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bfll ;  and  he 
must  persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  an  objection  to  one  provis- 
ion of-  the  bill  could  constitute  no  good  argument 
asainst  another  provision  of  the  bill,  acknowl** 
edged  to  be  just.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  bill 
would  not  be  postponed,  but  Uiat  it  would  be 
amended,  and  passed,  A>c. 

At  this  stage  of.  the  business,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow. 


WfioNEflD^Y,  December  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
RoBSRT  PHIL80M,  appealed,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  W  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Uie  State  of  Maryland, 
respectively  pnying  that  further  aid  and  encoui^ 
agement  may  be  extended  to  the  manufaoturing 
interest  of  the  country. — ^Refened  to  the  Commits 
tee  on  Manulactures. 

Mr.  Mbigs  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob  Sehief- 
felin  and  Henry  H.  Schiefielin,  druggists,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  staling  that,  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  embargo  laid  in  1807,  they  were  per^ 
mitted  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  i 
import  from  the  British  dominiums,  in  the  West  1 


Indies,  goods  to  the  amount  of  the  debts  due  them; 
that  the  said  goods  were  captured  on  the  punjft 
by  a  British  cruiser,  and  condemned  by  an  infe- 
nor  admiralty  court  which  sentence  was  reversed 
by  the  high  court  or  admiralty,  in  £mclaitd ;  but, 
that  such  had  been  the  delay,  that,  before  they 
were  enabled  to  draw  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
gONods,  theiate  war  commenced ;  upon  which,  the 
said  paroceeds  were  sequestered  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  still  withheld  from  them;  and 
praying  relief  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
Suttes.^Relerred  to  the  Secretary  o[  State,  with 
direction  to  report  to  this  House  what  measures 
have  been  taken,  if  any,  to  obtain  redress  from  the 
British  Government  in  the  case  of  thesepetitioners. 

Mr.  Abbot  presented  a  petition  of  Rebecca  C. 
Applinff,  sister  and  legal  representative  of  the  late 
Colon  J  Daniel  Appling,  oi  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  stating  that  the  said  Colonel  Appling 
conquered  and  captured  a  superior  British  force, 
with  several  gun-boats,  barges,  and  their  equip- 
ments, which,  if  captured  by  a  navsd  force,  would 
have  been  subject  to  condemnation  as  lawful  prize, 
and  praying  that  the  value  of  the  same  may  now 
be  distriouted  to  her  and  the  officers  and  men  un- 
der the  command  of  the  said  Colonel  Appling.-.- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A£GiiFs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  North.  Carolina, 
the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  was  directed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  furniture  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  where  it  lately  sat,  not  wanted  for  the 
present  chamber,  and  place  the  proceeds  in  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

Mf»  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

lU$olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  this  House,  at 
the  next  session  cf  Congress^  a  system  of  martial  law, 
and  a  system  of  field  service  and  police,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  stated  that  thU  motion  was  made  by  the 
unanimous  request  of  the  Military  Committee; 
and,  explanatory  of  the  motives  which  dictated 
the  proposition,  Mr.  S.  took  a  .brief  view  of  the 
defects  of  the  existing  military  code  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  some  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result 
from  a  revision  itnd  amendment  of  it  The  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution,  directing  a  dis- 
tribution of  copies  of  the  journab  of  the  conven- 
tion, d&c,  to  those  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gtess  not  embmced  by  the  form^  ittolution,  waa 
read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W hit- 
-MAN.  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McDonal£  administrator  of  his  brother  James, 
was  read  tne  third  time  and  passed. 

A  mewage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Bar- 
row," and  "An  act  jHroviding  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, in  the  county  of  Washington ;"  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bUb  were  severallv  read  twice,  and 
the  first  thereof  referred  to   tiie  Conimittec^.  of 
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Claims,  «&d  the  second  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

BOUNTr  LAUD  TO  MINORA. 

Mr.  Walkbr,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Rucbfed,  Tbst  it  is  expedieat  to  proride  by  law 
that  all  minors  who  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statss,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
who  eontinned  in  senrioe  until  peaee  was  coneladed^ 
and  were  diachaiysd  as  minors,  be  allowed  a  boqnty 
of  land,  as  a  componsation,  that  is  rsasoaaUe  and  ad- 
eqoate  to  their  aerriee. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  objected  to  this  res- 
olution, because,  instead  of  proposing,  in  the  usual 
mode,  to  inc^oire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  bounty,  it  was  a  motion  to  declare  at  once  that 
such  a  bounty  is  expedient.  For  such  a  declara- 
tion he  was  not  prepared,  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  such  further  provision  for  the  persons  in 
question  was  expedient.  They  had,  by  the  grace 
and  charitT  of  the  Government,  been  placed  on 
the  same  footinff  as  other  soldiers,  and  ne  saw  no 
reason  to  extend  further  bounty  to  them.  He  was 
generally  in  favor  of,  or  at  least  willing  to  assent 
to,  inauiry;  but,  unless  presented  to  the  House  in 
that  snape,  he  must  vote  asainst  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Walker  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  di- 
rect the  Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  the  object. 

Mr.  Strotber  tnoved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table ;  which  motion,  afler  some  conversation 
on  the  subject,  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^eeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ^yeas  57, 
nays  70. 

L088B8  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  for  horses  or 
other  property  lost,  oaptureo,  or  destroyed  daring 
the  Seminole  war. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  being 
onder  constderation-^ 

Mr.  Qro89,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  bill  an  equitable  one,  and  deemed 
it  QAWonhy  of  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  get  rid 
of  it  by  a  question  of  postponem^t.  The  amount 
paid  m  the  daily  hire  of  the  horses,  to  their  own- 
ers^ £d  not  release  the  Qovemmettt  from  respon- 
sibility for  their  loss,  by  unavoidable  accidents,  or 
the  n^ligenoe  of  the  agents  of  the  Government  in 
suppliying  them  with  forage.  If  the  price  thus 
given  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was  too  hi^h,  it  was 
not  BOW  the  time  to  discuss  that  point ;  it  was  the 
price  fixed  by  law.  If  the  present  state  of  the 
Treasmry  operated  on  gentlemen  to  oppose  this 
hill,  they  ought  to  come  directly  to  the  point,  and 
say  so;  but  such  an  argument  would  not  weigh 
widi  him.  As  to  the  legality  of  the  orders  by 
which  these  men  were  culed  into  service,  it  had 
never  entered  into  the  heads  of  these  generous 
men  that  they  were  serving  without  authority ; 
their  sole  objeot^had  \teea  the  service  of  their  conn- 
try,  and  they  never  thought  of  inquhring  by  what 
authority  they  petfermed  it.    The  President  of  the 


United  Stales  had  never  complaijied  of  the  eon- 
manding  Gteaeral's  exeecdiog  his  authonhr  in  the 
exercise  of  lus  diseretaooary  power  K>  defend  tbe 
frontier  against  invasion;  and  Mr.  G.  amw  no  ret- 
son  for  introducing  that  qnestioii  into  the  discos* 
sion  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb,  of  Virginia,  rose,  not,  he  ssid, 
with  the  intention  of  eaoaging  in  the  examinatkn 
of  the  great  ptincip&es  aueady  touched  cm  by  other 
gentlemen,  and  essentially  coBneeted  with  tbis 
mil,  hot  to  state  that,  before  he  ^we  his  vote^  ht 
must  have  inlbnnation  on  one  poinl,  on  which  he 
was  now  left  to  eonjeetue.    It  wastfus:  theGor- 
emment  of  the  United  States^  having  left  a  high 
militarjr  ofiBicer  in  command  of  the  Soolhem  fron- 
tioTy  with  power,  if  neeessary,  to  eaM  on  the  fix- 
ecatives  of  adjacent  Slates  for  quotas  of  militia, 
diat  ofiEieer  proceeds  to  levy  an  amy  himself. 
The  foroe  thus  raised  must  have  been  officered. 
The  officers  must  have  held  oonunjasions.   Mr. 
R.  said  he  wished  to  know  imdcrvdiom  they  hekl 
them— by  virtue  of  the  anthoriqr  of  the  PrnidcBt 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  individoal  who 
summoned  them  to  the  field?    Until  the  Hoose 
received  this  information,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
act  on  this  bill  in  any  .shape. 
.  Mr.  Gammon  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  ooidd 
give  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ramdolph) 
the  infennation  he  reqoird  to  enable  him  to  vote 
fi>r  the  bill  before  the  House.    He  (Mr.  R.)  had 
stated  that,  before  he  coald  vote  for  this  bill,  he 
wanted  to  know  from  whence  these  officers  hdd 
dMur  commissions.    Mr.  C.  said,  aldioiigh  he  could 
not  give  this  information,  he  could  state  to  him 
what  had  taken  place  in  that  country  4m  a  fonncr 
occasion,  somewkat  amilar  perimps  to  this.    He 
knew,  that  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  during  the 
late  war  with  Sn|^and,  on  receiving  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  had  on  that 
occasion  rushed  into  the  service  of  the  country 
without  receiving  any  orders,  cither  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  Geperal  Jackson,  or  any  body 
else.    The  regiment,  he  said,  he  had  the  honor  to 
command,  on  the  first  campaign  in  the  Ciedt  na- 
tion, was  enticety  of  this  deaer^cm;  they  had, 
from  the  strong  impulse  of  patnotie  feding  that 
was  exeiled  by  this  horrid  scene,  oiganixed  them- 
selves into  companies,  and  each  man  cmipned  and 
furnished  himself  to  go  to  Fort  St.  Stemiens  at 
his  own  expense;  but,  about  the  time  or  march- 
ing, were  aavised  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
repair  to  Huntsville,  the  people  of  which  place 
had  become  alaimed  in  consequence  of  in/bmna- 
tion  they  had  received  of  a  threatened  invasion  of 
that  place.    The  volunteers  immediatelv  repaired 
to  it,  firom  whence  thev  proceeded  into  me  Indian 
country,  where,  after  placing  themselves  under  the 
command  of  General  Jacnon,  they  were  organ- 
iaed  into  a  regiment,  known  as  the  Regiment  of 
Volunteer  Mounted  Riflemenj  the  fidd  officers  of 
which  were  elected  by  the  cmcers  of  the  different 
companies.    Aad  in  this  situation,  he  said,  they 
contmued  ia  the  service  three  mootns,  and  fought 
the  two  first  battles  in  the  Creek  nation  at  Taiie- 
sache  and  Talledega.    He  said  that  during  this 
whole  tour  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  he 
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I  himself  nerer  had  any  coiiiniiasiaii>  nor  did  lie 
I   believe  any  officer  belonging  to  his  regiment  had. 
I   Notwithstanding  thk,  they  had  been  recognised 
r   by  the  General  Goyemment,  and  paid  as  such, 
I   without  the  least  hesitation.    And  lie  therefore 
presumed  that  the  officers  of  the  mounted  volun- 
teers had  also  acted  without  any  commissions  on 
I   the  Seminole  campaign.    They  had  been  called 
r   into  the  service  by  what  they  supposed  to  be  l^gal 
I    authority;  they  knew  that  General  Jaoksoji  was 
an  officer  of  the  Government,  and,  whether  he 
acted  correctly  or  inconrecU^,  they  at  least  must 
have  poresmned  that  all  was  right,  and  that  he  had 
authority  to  call  for  their  services ;  and  they  sup- 
posed, also,  that  their  services  were  necessary  to 
the  defence  of  the  country ;  and,  without  suspect- 
ing the  legality  of  the  procc»edinff,  or  inquiring  for 
the  authority  of  the  Gcaeral,  they  again  nulied 
around  the  standard  of  our  country,  have  supported 
it  with  their  usual  bravery,  and  have  encountered 
as  many  hardships  and  privations  as  have  been 
known  on  any  former  campaign;  «nd  it  would 
seem  to  him  that  thev  were  equfily  entitled  to  re- 
muneration for  their  losses. 
I       Mr.  C.  said  he  was  aware  that  the  information 
which  had  been  given  to  the  House  on  yesterday, 
by  the  ^rentleman  from  New  York,  ([Mr.  SroRBa,) 
respectmg  the  appropriation  of  ninety  thousand 
dollars,  to  pay  these  mounted  men  for  the.  use  of 
their  horses,  was  caleulaled  to  make  a  strong  imr 
pressiott,  and  excite  a  prejudice  a$[ainBt  the  passage 
;    of  the  bill.    However,  he  sajd,  if  the  gentleman 
,    would  attend  to  the  act  of  Congress  making  the 
appropriati(m,  he  must  see  that  mis  appropriation 
was  not  made. exclusively  to  pay  the  mounted  vol- 
unteers for  the  use  oi  tneir  horses;  for  the  law 
making  the  apnropnation  says,  ''for  the  expenses 
!   of  the  mountea  volunteers,  ninety  thousand  dol- 
lars," which  law  Mr.  C.  read  to  tiie  House.    Prom 
the  law  itself,  he  said,  he  thought  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  appropriation  was  not  intended  for  this 
particular  part  of  the  expenses,  but  was  intended 
for  the  whole  expenses;  at  least  there  was  no  ex- 
pression in  the  law.  that  had  at  all  specified  that 
part  of  the. expenses  of  the  mounted  volunteers,  as 
Lad  been  contended,  for  the  whole  amount  was 
appropriatod.    However,  he  said,  he  had  only 
contended  that  it  was  to  cover  something  more 
than  to  pay  them  forty  cents  per  da^ibr  the  use  of 
their  horses,  and  that,  after  the  views  that  had 
been  ffiven  to  the  House  yesterday,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  on  this  point,  he  had  take* 
some  pains  to  ascertam  the  fact;  that  he  had  that 
morning  addressed  a  note  to  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral on  thte!  subject,  and  the  answer  was,  that  the 
appropriation  was  made  to  cover  other  claims, 
that  remained  unpaid,' that  had  accrued  during  the 
lale  war  with  finaland,  as  well  as  the  volunteer 
mounted  men  on  the  Sen^nola  campaign.    Tfads, 
he  said,  was  a  further  confirmation  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  he  had  made,  if  any  thing 
besides  the  law  itself  had  been  necessary  to  show 
it.    He  said  he  knvew  himself  that  there  were 
many  claims  for  pay,  for  the  use  of  horses,  that 
had  originated  in  the  late  war  between  this  couih 
^  and  Bnglandt  that  remained  yet  v^aid:  he 


had  himself  recetved  a  great  number  of  them  stnee 
the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  which  are 
only  just  now  forwarded  to  the  proper  department 
for  settlement;  and  it  was  the  knowled^  of  this 
&ct  that  made  him  suppose  that  the  appropriation 
that  had  been  alluded  to  was  intended  to  cover 
something  more  than  barely  to  pay  the  mounted 
volunteers  on  tbe  Seminole  campaign  for  the  use 
of  their  horses.  In  this  opinion,  he  said,  he  was 
borne  out  by  the  expression  of  the  law  itsdf ;  and 
if  i&  it  he  w:as  wrong,  it  seems  that  the  Paymaster 
General  must  have  been  mistaken  also,  waich  he 
did  not  think  at  all  probable.  But,  he  said,  the 
gentl^nan  from  New  York,  when  he  made  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  seemed  to 
found  his  objection  on  the  phraseology  of  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said  ae  could  not 
believe  that  the  House  would  think  this  a  sufficient 
ground  to  reject  the  bill,  (for  such  was  the  efieot 
of  the  motion  if  it  was  carried,^  for,  he  said,  be 
would  agrfe  to  have  the  words  tne  scmtleman  oh* 
iected  to  stricken  out,  rather  than  me  hill  should 
DC  lost;  for  he  did  not  think  them  of  much  im^ 
pNortance  any  way.  However,  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  striking  tnem  out  of  the  bill,,  as  he  did  not 
apprehend  that  too  great  latitude  would  be  given 
in  its  construction  as  it  now  stood. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  SToaaa) 
had  called  the  former  law  passed  on  this  suligeet  a 
gmtuity  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  oUigation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  pay  for  such  losses.  On  this 
point,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  lield  quite  a  difietent  doe- 
triae ;  he-  contended  that  there  was  an  obUgatioa 
on  the  Government;  that,  there  was  an  implied 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  individ- 
ual entering  its  service;  each  had  something  to 
perform,  and  either  party  failing  lo  fblfii  ilir  obli- 
gation, was  responsible  to  the  o£er  for  the  iaiury 
or  loss  sustaiiied  in  consequence  of  sueh  failure. 
He  said'  he  did  not  profess  to  be  a  lawyer,  bat  in 
thb  {xisition.  he  believed  he  was  borne  out  by  the 
decisions  of  the  common  courts  of  our  country : 
and  he  thought  the  principle  a  correet  one:  and 
where  mounted  troops  were  received  into  the  ser- 
vine,  it-was  as  much  the  duty  of  the  QoverameBt 
to  furnish  forage  for  the  horse  as  ratioae  for  the 
rider.  This  he  viewed  as  an  oUigation  implied  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  ^  therefore,  any  Iomb 
that  may  accrue  to  any  individual,  thus  eniering 
its  service,  in  conseouence  of  such  a  failure^  ought 
to  be  sustained  by  tne  Goverament  itself  and  not 
the  individual,  (in  all  cases  where  it  had  happened 
without  any  fault  or  negket  on  his  part)  Gentla* 
men,  he  said,  talked  about  remuneration  for  lomes 
sustained  in  this  way  b6ing  an  act  of  liberality  oa 
the  part  of  the  Government  Sir,  said  he,  I  do 
not  ask  it  as  an  act  of  libeiality :  I  ask  it  for  these 
people  as  an  act  of  strict  justice.  He  held  the 
opinion,  that,  if  it  iras  not  already,  it  ought  to  h% 
a  fixed  and  permanent  principle  in  thelawst)f  our 
Government  that  any  individual  who  shall  make 
a  sacrifice  of  his  property,  or  lose  it  in  this  way, 
in  defence  of  the  conntoy,  should  be  remunerated. 
It  was  too  much,  he  said,  to  expect  of  any  pemn 
to  enooonter  the  fatigue  and  hardahiF  that  tfaeae 
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people  liad  encountered,  and  then  compel  them, 
Desides,  to  bear  the  loss  of  all  the  property  they  had 
on  earth ;  for,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  iras  in  fact 
the  situation  of  some,  or  would  be  in  the  erent  this 
bill  was  rejected.  The  horse  they  rode,  and  equi- 
page for  the  service,  was,  no  douM,  in  many  cases, 
their  whole  property.  And  are  gentlemen  prepared 
to  adopt  the  principle,  that  a  man  shall  deprive 
himselt  of  all  comfort,  encounter  every  fatigue  and 
hardship,  in  the  service  of  his  country,  after  losing 
his  horse,  wade  and  plunge  through  the  lakes  and 
swamps  <>f  Florida,'  nnndreds  of  miles,  at  the  risk 
of  his  life  or  the  destruction  of  his  constitution,  and 
add  to  this  calamity  of  the  patriot  the  loss  of  every 
thine  he  had  on  earth  ?  However  little  it  may  be, 
it  is  nis  all.  and  is  equally  as  interesting  to  him  as 
though  he  had  thousands. 

He  put  it,  he  said,  to  the  gentleoEian  from  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  ^pentleman  from  Virginia,  to 
reflect  a  little,  and  think  how  they  would  feel,  in 
case  they  themselves  were  in-that  situation,  and 
had  lost  every  thing  they  were  in  possession  of.  as 
to  property,  m  defenoe  of  their  country,  and  tnat 
same  country  was  to  refuse  to  make  them  any 
remuneration.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  situation 
of  our  Treasury  is  no  obstacle  in  my  way ;  the 
deficit  of  five  millions  is  not  a  sufl&cient  argu^ 
ment  against  the  just  claim  of  these  people  Tor 
remuneration  for  their  losses.  If  the  oeficit  was 
even  greater  than  it  is,  it  would  not  influence  my 
decision  on  this  subject ;  for  I  would,  as  I  have 
said  before^  lay  taxes  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  if  it  were  necessary,  to  pay  them;  and 
more^  sir,  I  would  even  tax  a  single  State,  rather 
than  see  the  burden  entirely  fall  on  these  patriotic 
individuals,  who  are  the  least  of  aU  others  able  to 
bear  it.  Mr.  C.  repeated  that  he  would  not  be 
drawn  into  the  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  General 
Jackson ;  he  took  occasion,  however,  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  an  advocate  for  his  conduct ;  but  the 
conduct  of  that  officer,  whether  legal  or  illegal, 
had  no  relation  to  the  question  before  the  Hoc^. 
if  General  Jackson,  or  even  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  had  violated  any  trust  that  had  been 
reposed  in  them,  when  the  fact  was  ascertained,  he 
wt»  willing  to  ffo  as  far  as  any  member  of  the 
House  to  have  the  proper  punishment  inflicted ; 
bat,  in  this  he  would  be  strictly  ffovemed  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution.  If  any  gentieman 
should  think  that  any  officer  of  the  Gfovemment, 
whether  in  the  Cabinet  or  field,  has  done  wrong. 
respecting  the  Seminole  campaign,  let  them  call 
thm  to  account  in  a  proper  way ;  go  at  the  officer 
who  has  thus  ftcted^  promptly  and  fairly,  but  do 
not  let  the  whole  nusfortune  fall  on  the  innocent 
and  unfortunate  soldier,  ('^rho  is  bound  by  your 
laws  to  obey  whomsoever  you  think  proper  to  place 
over  him,)  by  withholding  from  him  just  remune- 
ration for  his  losses.  It  is  only  aslced,  that  you 
will  extend  in  this  case  to  a  few  sufierers  the  same 
justice  that  you  have  heretofore  extended  to  hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thousands,  who  have  sustained  losses 
in  a  eimilar  way.  If  you  withhold  it,  you  will  not 
only  be  guilty  of  injustice  between  citizen  and  cit- 
izen, but  also,  in  many  instances,  between  brother 
and  brother,  as  will  m  fact  be  the  eaae:  one  has 


been  in  service  and  been  paid  for  his  losses,  wbil^ 
another,  having  sustained  losses  in  the  same  irav 
could  be  reAisc3.  And  it  certainly  is  a  good  prin- 
ciple in  any  Government,  not  only  to  do  justice. 
but  io  extend  equal  justice  to  all  who  have  claims 
of  the  same  nature.  This  is  the  object  of  the  bill 
before  the  House,  and  he  thought  it  was  suffici- 
ently guarded  to  prevent  any  frauds  from  being 
practised  on  the  Government.  If  such  things  wen 
attempted,  they  would  be  detected  by  that  vigilan; 
officer  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  act  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  in  settlingthese  chimis.  There- 
fore he  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone  the  t»JI  in- 
definitely would  not  succeed. 

Mr.  Storbs  said,  that,  acc<ndiii£  to  the  esti- 
mate on  which  this  appropriation  of  990,000  was 
founded,  the  money  was'  to  pay  for  ^  mounted 
volunteers  in  the  Seminole  war*  If,  indeed,  ss  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  seemed  to  diiak,  the 
money  appropriated  for  that  purpose  had  been  oti^ 
erwise  applied,  it  would  be  better  to  give  up  at 
cmee  the  power  of  this  House  over  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  moneys,  and  appropriate  a  gross 
sum  annually  for  military  purposes,  and  leave  the 
disposition  of  the  whole  to  the  discretion  of  the 
War  Department.  If  this  misapplication  of  ap- 
propiated  moneys  had  taken  place,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  it  would  have  been  a  trick  and 
a  fraud  practised  on  the  House.  Where  money  is 
appropriated  for  a  specific  object,  under  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Head  ot  any  Department,  it  was  not 
for  that  Department  afterwards  to  tell  this  House 
that  they  wanted  it  for  a  purpose  different  from 
that  for  which  it  was  actually  appropriated.  Ap- 
preciations must  be  applied  stnctly  to  their  ob> 
jects.  Depart  from  this  principle,  and  there  was 
an  end  to  all  utility  in  appropriation.  Recurring 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  Mr.  S.  said  he  objected 
to  all  general  provisions  for  payine  claims.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  Congress  had  found  it 
necessary  promptly  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of 
cheeking  disbursements  under  the  cUmns  uwwhich 
was  attempted  to  be  made  a  precedent  for  this  bilL 
You  pass  a  law,  said  Mr.  S.,  containing  gencnl  pro- 
visions for  paying  a  certain  description  of  claims, 
and  the  execution  of  this  law  is  mtnoisted  to  some 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government,  who  may 
take  it  into  his  head  to  consider  oUr  intention  to 
have  been  dtt^eren^from  what  it  appears  to  be,  as, 
from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, it  appoirs  the  Paymaster  General  did  about  the 
appropriation  for  paying  for  the  use  of  the  horses 
eninloyed  in  the  Semmole  war.  These  things 
will  happen,  and  the  only  security  we  have  against 
such  misapprehensions,  is,  to  l^islate  for  particu- 
lar cases  as  they  arise.  Mr.  S.  would  not  now,  he 
said,  enter  into  the  general  question  of  the  legality 
of  the  orders  by  which  these  volunteeis  were  called 
into  service :  but  he  would  state,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  gentlemen,  that  the  House  misht  expect  a 
report  on  this  subiect,  at  a  future  day,7rom  a  com- 
imttee  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chair- 
man.  But  there  was  one  thing,  he  said,  whieh 
he  knew  not  how  he  coidd  ever  understand,  and 
on  which  the  House  would  prol^Uy  be  left  in  the 
dark.    There  were  officers  engaged  in  that  cipe- 
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dition  who  were  not  known  to  the  law  at  all — such 
as  commissaries,  assistant  inspector  generals^  ad- 
jutant ^nerals,  and  one  major  general.  As  for 
the  Indians,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how 
or  where  thejr  got  their  grades  of  office.  Being 
an  independent  nation^  possibly  they  derived  their 
rank  from  the  council  of  their  own  nation,  for 
there  was  certainly  nothing  in  our  laws  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  Indian  officers.  He  hoped 
the  hill  i^ould  be  indefinitely,  postponed.  Shwd 
this  motion  prerail,  he  ple<^ged  himseli^  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  to  ffi?e  a  fair  consideration  to 
cases,  coming  singly  before  the  House,  of  such 
claims  as  would  be  embraced  by  the  bill  if  passed 
into  a  law. 

Mr.  J  OHNSON,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  not  in- 
tended again  to  trouble  me  House  on  this  question. 
Some  remarks,  however,  from  an  honorable  -sen- 
tleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Orosb,^  deserved  no- 
tice. That  honorable  gentleman  had  been  pleased 
to  say  that  it  waa  unworthy  the  dimity  of  this 
House  to  get  rid  of  this  question  in  this  way.  Mr. 
J.  said  he  did  not  precisely  ondentand  the  gentle- 
man ;  he  did  not  know  what  he  meant  by  the  dig^ 
nity  of  this  House.  Was  it  unworthy  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  get  rid  of  an  unjust  claim — a 
claim  preferred  by  individuals  who  liave  violated 
the  laws  of  their  country,  and  violated  |he  laws  of 
nations^  too  ?  If  this  be  undignified  in  hia  opinion, 
said  Mr.  J.,  I  shall  not  aak  the  worthy  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  permit  his  standard  of  dignity 
to. square  my  actions.  I  consider  the  dignity  of 
this  House  essentially' dependent  on  a  due.  obser- 
vance of  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  laws  of  nations ;  and  shall  we  be  told  that  we 
prostrate  that  dignity  when  we  aak  of  those  who 
claim  of  us  by  wnat  authority  they  claim  1  This 
argument  may  have  weight  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  but  it  is  worse  than  dust  in  the 
balance  with  those  who  weigh  th^  honor  and 
dignity  in  the  same  scales  as  I  do.  Neither  would 
the  Doverty  of  the  Treasury,  I  hope,  induce  any 

Sentteman  to  reiect  a  claim  presented  to  us,  were 
lat  claim  founded  in  justice. 
The  same  gentleman  has  told  the  House,  said 
Mr.  J.,  that  the  Prtmdmd  had  m^  no  conmlaint 
that  the  General  had  violated  his  orden ;  and  inti- 
mated that  until  tfa»  President  complained  w^  ought 
to  take  it  for  granted,  although  the  letter  an4  the 
record  to  the  contrary  are  both  before  ns,  that  he 
did  not«  I,  said  Mr.  J.,  take  nothing  ibr.  granted 
which  is  ci^pable  of  demonstiation,  until  me  test 
has  been  applied.  Look  at  the  order  ^ven  to  this 
commander-*inH:hief,  and  let  us  exajoune  for  our- 
seves  whether  he  conformed  to  bis  orders.  Mr.  J. 
then  quoted  the  letter  from  the  War  Defmrtment 
to  General  Jackson,  directing  him  to  repair  to  the 
frontier  and  take  command  of  the  forces  assembled 
there,  and,  if  he  considered  an  additional  force 
necessary,  authorizing  him  ^^  to  call  on  the  Exec- 
utives ot  the  adjoining  States  for  detachments  of 
the  militia,''  &c.  That,  he  said,  was  the  order; 
and  he  asked  whether  the  PreiudeBt  of  the  United 
States  could  have  giren  General  Jackson  any  other 
orders  ?  Could  the  President  himself  have  accept- 
ed the  service  o£  volunteers  ?     If  he  had  so  done, 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  like  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Southern  division,  wotdd 
have  violated  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  sev- 
eral laws  passed  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the 
service  of  volunteers,  had  at  that  time  either  ex- 
pired, or  been  repealed  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in 
1815.  The  President^  Mr.  J.  said,  could  confer  on 
military  officers  no  higher  power  than  he  himsdf 
possessed.  During  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. Congress  thdujg^ht  it  proper  to  pass  a  law  to 
authorize  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers,  because  the  Constitution  had  prescribed 
the  mode  in  which  armies  should  be  raised  and 
officered.  It  is  this  oharter,  said  Mr.  J.,  which 
breathes  into  the  President — into  every  officer  of 
the  Government — all  the  power  he  can  l^^y  or 
rightfully  exercise;  and  it  has  made  it  necessary 
that  all  armies,  of  every  description,  shall  be  raised 
by  authority  of  this  House.  Sucn  laws  having 
been  passed  when  they  were  necessarv,  they  weie 
repealed  when  the  representatives  ot  the  people 
saw  that  there  was  no  longer  any  occasion  for  a 
force  of  this  description.  When  we  were  at  peace 
with  all  the  world,  said  Mr.  J.,  it  was  not  even 
dreamed  of,  that,  to  chastise  a  petty"  Indian  tribe, 
and  a  few  runaway  negroes,  it  would  be  necessaij 
for  an  additional  army  to  oe  raised.  No,  Mr.  J. 
said,  it  was  expected  that  the  mUiHa  should  be  called 
out,  if  necessary,  who  were  alvrays  ready,  when 
called  upon,  to  march  in  defence  of  the  country. 
He  jconlendedf  therefore,  that  this  force  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men-^one  thousand  five 
hundred  Indians  and  one  thousand  mounted  gun- 
men— ^had  been  raised,  not  only  without  any  au- 
thority, but  directly  against  the  law  of  the  coun- 
try ;  axid  that  these  penons  had  no  dum  on  the 
United  States,  even  for  thefMiyment  of  their  wagei^ 
much  less  for  nayment  for  contingent  losses. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  adverted  to  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ncvr  York 
seemed  to  suppose  to  get  rid  of  a  just  debt.  Far 
from  it.  He  would  mortgage  the  soil,  he  would 
tax  the  people  as  lopff  as  they  could  bear  taxes,  to 
pay  the  just  debts  of  me  nation.  He  had  adveited 
to  the  ^tate  of  the  Treasury  to  show  the  important 
ia^X  that  our  receipts  were  already  less  than  our 
expenditures ;  and  that  it  was  hf  the  ffrest  increase 
of  our  expenidituTes,  and  allowing  the  Executive 
offioevs  to  expend  monev  without  previous  author- 
Uv,  that  this  state  of  tnings  had  been  produced. 
The  President,  said  Mr.  J.,  directs  an  officer  to  cjall 
militia  into  servipe  $  the  officer  calls  into  service 
a  different  force,  of  mounted  gunmen,  ai)d  you  are 
then  told  you  will  ^prostrate  your  dignity  unless 
yoo  iiay  all  that  is  demanded  of  you !  I  would  not 
permit  any  individual,  from  the  President  of  the 
Unked  States  downwards,  to  transcend  appropriar 
tioDS  by  a  single  cent.  The  President  is  oonnd  to 
see  the  laws  executed,  and  he  ought  not  to  permit 
theni  to  be  transcended.  Look  through  all  the  roll  of 
public  officers,  you  can  find  scarcely  one  who  has 
not  exceeded  tne  appropriations  made  by  law  in 
his  expenditures,  i  ou  appoint  a  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings,  to  buy  oricks  and  lime,  and  to 
hire  bricklayers  a^d  carpentefs— to  do  what  i$  a 
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mfttter  of  Gd,culatioii— uideTeQ  he  feeU  hiauelf 
justified  to  exceed  your  appropriatio&B  by  ninety 
or  an  hundred  thousand  dolUurs.  The  expenses  for 
the  Navy  this  year  have  exceeded  the  amiropfia- 
lion  by  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  What  is 
the  excess  of  the  Military  expenditure,  we  do  not 
know.  I  ask,  said  Mr.  J.,  if  it  be  not  time  to  arrest 
^is  progress*— this  fearful  and  dangerous  progress 
— to  ruin  7  The  moment  the  ofllcers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment should  by  precedent,  by  the  acqmeseence 
of  Congress,  be  permitted  to  prescribe  the  rule  of 
their  own  action,  and  disregard  the  rule  prestfrihed 
for  them,  the  nation  would  indeed  be  going  head- 
lone  to  ruin. 

One  word  only  in  replv  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  who  had  adcea  why  a  distinetioB  shoidd 
be  made — ^why  Consress  should  pay  that  portion 
of  our  citizens  who  had  volunteered  their  services 
during  the  British  war,  and  should  refuse  to  pay 
those  who  had  served  during  the  Seminole  cam« 
paign.  Could  the  gentleman,  Mr.  J.  said,  have 
refleeled  a  moment,  and  not  have  anticipated  the 
answer  ?  The  one  was  a  Constitutional  war,  de» 
ciared  bv  Congress— neither  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  tne  United  States,  nor  by  any  officer  su- 
bordinate to  him.  The  call  for  volunteers  in  that 
war  was  made  under  an  existing  law.  Passed  by 
Congress,  authorizing  the  acceptance  of  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers.  For  services  rendered  by  such 
volunteers,  Conffress  were  bound  to  pay  and  indem- 
nify them  for  losses  where  they  were  of  such  a 
ebaracter,  as,  by  right,  and  the  usages  of  war,  the 
nation  ought  to  have  compensated.  In  the  other 
case,  the  volunteers  had  ^ne  into  service  without 
authority,  and  had  no  daim,  either  on  the  justice 
Off  liberality  of  Con^^ress.  His  wish  was  to  dis- 
courage such  proceedmgB  hereafter;  and,  if  the  re- 
jection of  this  claim  was  calcukted  to  prevent  any 
commanding  officer  from  hereafter  raising  armies 
on  his  own  responsibility,  the  result  wmild  be  a 
most  happy  one  for  the  countnr. 

Mr.  RufiA,  of  Tennessee,  ajfter  noticing  the  ob» 
jed  of  the  present  bill,  and  briefly  stating  the  ob- 
lections  to  it,  said  that  these  ol^jections  could,  in 
nis  opinion,  be  removed.  On  the  26th  Decemoer, 
1817,  said  he,  the  Secretary  of  War  issued  orders  to 
Qeneral  Jackson  to  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  to  Fort  Soott,anda8Sumethe  immiraiate 
cammand  of  the  forces  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Southern  division ;  that  the  increasing  display  of 
hostile  intentions  by  the  Seminole  Indians,  may 
render  it  necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  contigu- 
ous disposable  force  of  his  division  in  that  auarter; 
that  the  regular  force  there  was  about  ei^t  hun- 
dred strong,  and  that  one  thousand  militia  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  were  called  into  service:  that 
Qeneral  Qaines  estimated  the  strength  of  the  In- 
dians at  twenty-seven  hundred }  and  states,  "should 

*  you  be  of  opinion  that  our  numbers  are  too  small 

*  to  beat  the  enemy,  you  will  call  on  the  Executives 

*  of  the  adjacent  States  for  such  an  additional  mili- 
'  tia  force  as  you  may  deem  requisite;"  and,  after 
noticing  several  orders  to  Qeneral  Qaines,  con- 
cludes his  letter  by  stating,  ^*with  this  view  you  may 

*  be  prepared  to  concentrate  your  force,  and  to  adopt 

*  the  necessary  measures  to  terminate  a  contest 


*  which  it  has  been  the  deiireof  the  President,  from 
^  considerations  of  humanity,  to  avoid,  hot  w^hidi  n 
'  now  made  necessary  bv  their  settled  hostilities.'' 
These  orders  placed  General  Jackson  in  a  state 
of  great  responsibility,  and  complete  powder  ade- 
quate thereto  was  vested  in  him.  On  the  11th  of 
January.  1818,  Cteneial  Jackson  received  these  or- 
ders, wnich  were  imperative  and  urgent.  The 
state  of  affairs  in  the  Southern  country  required 
immediate  action.  At  that  time  Major  Moblen- 
burg,  who  had  attempted,  with  the  regular  force 
under  his  command,  to  ascend  the  Appalachicola 
river,  immediately  after  the  massacre  of  Lieut. 
Scott  and  his  party,  was,  with  his  troops,  in  danger 


of  being  destroyed  ay  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  people,  on  the  Southern  frontier,  were  li- 
able to  the  horrors  of  murder  and  devastation. 
M  that  time  the  Governor  of  Tennessee  was  at 
KnoxviUe.  two  hundred  miles  distant  from  Nash- 
ville. Wnat  was  the  Governor  to  do ;  how  was 
he  to  act  ?  Was  he  to  send  to  the  Governor  of  Ten- 
nessee desiring  him  to  order  the  requisite  nmhber 
of  mintia  to  m  raised?  In  thb  event  a  letter,  li- 
afale  to  accidents,  mnst  travel  two  hundred  mUes, 
and  the  answ^  two  hundred  miles,  before  the 
General  would  be  informed  of  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  the  Governor  to  irabody  the  men;  and  he 
would  be  obliged  afterwards  to  wait  until  the  num- 
ber was  raised,  in  conformity  with  the  militia  laws 
of  Tennessee.  Will  it  be  said  that  General  Jack- 
son, in  the  situation^  he  was  in,  and  knowing  the 
military  spirit,  patriotism,  and  activitf^  of  the  of> 
ficers  and  privates  of  the  Tennessee  militia,  as  he 
did,  ought  to  have  so  delayed *?  No.  The  safety 
of  the  peo^e  forbade  it.  He  did  that  which  was 
right,  and  il  was  his  duty  to  do.  On  the  day  he 
received  the  orders,  he  appealed  to  tiie  patriotism 
of  the  peaple  of  Tennessee.  He  addressed  a  cir- 
cular to  certain  officers  of  the  militia,  informing 
them'of  the  state  of  things  in  the  Southern  country ; 
that  "the  aid  of  one  thousand  mounted  gonmen, 

<  completely  armed  and  equiimed,  and  to  serve  dur- 
'  ingtheoampaign,isasked  or  West  Tennessee.  Can 

<  you  raise  them,  and  be  ready  for  the  field  in  ten 

<  days?  An  answer  is  expected  in  five  days,  and  it 
*  is  anticipated  that  the  number  required  is  now 
^  MAdy*"  And  he  informed  them  that  the  grade  of 
the  officers  was  to  be  determined  by  themselves,  or 
the  platoon  officers  of  the  regiment ;  and  the  officers 
raising  companies  were  to  command  them ;  and  re- 
quest^ theofficers,  and  all  such  as  could  raise  a  com* 
pany,  to  meet  him  at  Nashville  on  the  9th  of  that 
month. 

On  the  same  11th  of  January,  1818,  the  General 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
then  at  KnoxviUe,  stating  to  him  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  that  day  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  Georgia, 
with  instructions  to  call  on  the  Govemon  of  the 
neighboring  States  for  such  additional  militia  force 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to  co-operate  with  all 
the  disposable  regular  force  of  the  Southern  diris- 
ion^  against  the  Seminoles ;  that  he  had  addressed 
a  circular  to  several  of  the  brave  officers  who  serv- 
ed with  him  during  the  Credc  4»mpaign;  that  a 
timely  address  to  the  patriotism  or  our  citueens 
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would  enaUe  lum  to  effiact,  by  Tolimteer  enlist^ 
meatsL  what  would  otherwise  hoFe  to  be  done  by 
draught ;  that  he  had  called  for  oue  thousand  mount- 
ed men;  aad^  if  the^peal  did  prore  iiiefficaciou^ 
that  he  would  embrace  the  earliest  omortuaity  ot 
making  the  requisition  on  him  for  a  lise  number  of 
draughted  militia. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1818^  he  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  at  War,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  his  orders  of  the  26th  of  December ;  that 
he  had  noted  the  contents,  and  would  promptly 
attend  to  them ;  and  stating  that  he  had  deemed 
it  prudent  and  advisable  to  call  from  the  west  end 
of  Tennessee  for  one  thousand  volunteer  gun-men, 
to  serve  during  the  campaign ;  that  with  Sits  force, 
in  conjunction  with  the  regular  troops,  he  could 
act  promptly,  and,  with  the  smiles  of  heaven,  suc- 
cessfully, against  any  force  that  could  be  concen- 
trated by  the  Seminoles  and  their  ausdliaries.  He 
stated  the  reasons  indncing  him  to  call  for  these 
volunteers:  that  the  effect  of  the  appeal  he  had 
made  would  be  known  by  the  19th  of  that  month ; 
that  he  had  written  to  the  Governor  of  G^rgia  to 
continue  in  the  field  the  one  thousand  men  required 
by  General  Gaines,  and  stated  his  reasons  for  doing 
so;  and  that  he  hoped  to  leave  Nashville  on  the 
22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott. 

On  the  19th  ot  January,  1818,  he  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  informing  him 
that  on  that  day  the  officers  had  met  him,  And  re- 
ported that  two  regiments  of  mounted  gunmen 
would  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville,  on  the  31st  of 
that  month,  prepared  and  equipped  for  a  tour  of 
six  months ;  and  on  the  20th  ot  same  month  he 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  from  Nashville, 
stating  that  the  officers  had,  on  the  preceding  day, 
met  him  at  tiiat  place,  and  given  every  assurandie 
of  their  ability  to  assemble  two  regiments  of 
mounted  gunmen  by  the  31st  of  that  month,  at 
any  designated  point  within  the  western  pairt of  tnat 
State ;  that  he  had  ordered  them  to  rendezvous  at 
Fayetteville,  and  that  he  would  leave  Nashville 
on  the  22d  of  that  month^  for  Fort  Scott.  With 
this  letter  he  inclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Colonel 
Axbuckle  and  Major  Mublenburg,  showing  that 
the  former  must  remain  inactive,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter was  then  in  a  dangerous  situation. 

On  the  21st  January,  1818,  General  Jackson  is- 
sued orders  to  Colonel  A.  P.  Hayne,  Inspector 
General,  to  repair  to  Fayetteville  on  the  31st,  and 
there  muster  and  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  months,  if  not  sooner  dis* 
charged,  two  regiments  of  mounted  volunteers,  and 
to  conduct  them,  by  the  most  direct  and  practicable 
route,  to  Fort  Scott.  General  Jackson  set  out  from 
Nashville  on  the  22d  of  that  month)  for  Fort  Scott» 
Letters  from  Inspector  General  Hayne,  of  the  9th 
and  13th  of  February,  1818,  to  the  Secretary  at 
War,  inform  that  the  volunteers  were  mustered 
at  Fayetteville,  and  had  marched  to  the  south  bank 
of  Tennessee  river.  These  proceedings  manifest 
the  promptitude  with  which  General  Jaekson  ex- 
ecuted the  orders  of  the  ExecBti^e;  and  he  had 
reason  to  expect  that  his  pnoeeedings  would  be  ap- 
prored  by  the  Rxecative  of  the  Umted  States  and 
by  the  Governor  of  Tennessee*  His  proceedings 
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were  approved  by  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  as  will  appear  by  letters  of  the  28th  Javt* 
uary,  of  the  6th  of  February,  and  7th  of  March^ 
1818,  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  him. 

The  Governor  of  Tennessee,  in  extracts  of  two 
letters,  dated  Murfreesborough«  April  6th,  1818,  to 
General  Jackson,  states  that  ne  nad  received  his 
letter  of  the  11th  January,  at  Knoxviile,  neat  of 
government;  that  that  letter  and  his  letter  of  the 
19th  of  January  had  reached  him  by  the  mail,  and 
states,  "  your  mode  of  raising  those  troops  met  my 
'  entire  approbation,  and  I  gave  it  my  support^  in 
'  aiding  Captain  Dunlap  in  raising  a  company  of 
'  mounted  volunteers,  at  Southwest  Point,  whiek, 
*  I  have  since  learned,  joined  your  army  at  Fort 
*■  Gadsden."  The  citizens  of  .Tennessee  have,  since 
the  earliest  times,  been  in  the  habit  of  voluntarily 
performing  military  duties,  not  only  when  they 
were  part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  but  also 
when  under  the  government  of  the  territory  south 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  also  since  they  have  been 
the  State  of  Tennessee. 

In  the  years  1776, 1779, 1780,  they  were  engaged 
in  war  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  were  success* 
ful.  In  the  year  1780,  during  tne  Revolutionary 
war,  the  Biitish  troops,  aided  by  numerous  bands 
of  tories,  had  overrun  a  great  part  of  Georgia,  of 
South  and  North  Carolina.  The  British  aimy^ 
commanded  by  General  Comwallis,  after  the  fatal 
battle  of  Camden,  was  advancing  eastwardly,  and 
the  celebrated  partisan  officer  Ferguson,  with  about 
twelve  hundred  British  and  tories,  had  advanced 
near  to  the  mountains  on  the  east  side;  these 
things  being  heard  on  the  west  $ide  of  the  moun* 
tains,  a  corps  of  about  eight  or  nine  hundred 
mounted  volunteers,  armed  with  rifles,  assembled 
under  their  respective  Colonels  Campbell,  Shelbyi 
and  Sevier ;  they  crossed  the  mountains,  and,  be* 
ing  joined  by  some  volunteers  of  South  and  Nortli 
Carolina,  pursued  Ferguson  and  his  troops,  came 
up  with  and  attacked  him  on  King's  Mountain,  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1780,  and  gained  a  complete 
victory.  Ferguson,  with  several  hundred  ot  his 
troops,  fell  in  the  battle;  the  residue  taken  prison- 
ers. On  the  30th  November  1780,  Congress  passed 
a  resolution^  expressing  the  high  sense  entertained 
of  the  spirited  and  military  conduct  of  Colonel 
Campbell,  and  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  nu- 
litia  under  his  command,  displayed  in  the  action. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  could  speak  of  the  various  mil- 
itary operations  carried  on  against  the  hostile  In- 
dians, bv  volunteers  under-  command  of  General 
Sevier,  between  the  vears  1784  and  1789.  in  which 
the  Indians  were  deteated.  Soon  after  the  Treaty 
of  Holston,  in  1791,  the  Cherokees  began  anotbv 
war,  which  continued  some  years ;  during  which, 
the  citizens  of  the  then  territory  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  were  left  to  defend  themselves;  and  they 
did  defend  themselves,  and  forced  the  Indians  to 
be  at  rest  for  some  time.  Mr.  R.  said  he  need  not 
speak  of  the  military  ardor  and  good  conduct  of 
the  militia  of  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  during  the  late  Creek  war,  or  of  the 
thousands  of  them  who  were  under  his  command 
in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  or  of  the  thousands 
of  them  who  were  at  Mobile,  under  General  Win- 
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ehester.  He  said  he  spoke  of  these  past  events, 
to  show  that  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  were  more 
disposed  to  perform  military  duty  roluntarUy  than 
otherwise.  General  Jackson  knew  their  disposition 
asd  patriotism,  and  as  he  ohsenred  in  his  letter  of 
the  19th  January,  1818,  had  circumstances  permit- 
ted, and  time  would  have  allowed,  and  the  emer- 
Sency  demanded  an  appeal  to  the  whole  State,  he 
ad  no  douht  but  five  thousand  men  could  have 
been  raised.  Prom'  what  has  been  said  on  this 
subject,  it  evidently  follows  that  Greneral  Jackson 
did  not  raise  an  army  of  his  own. 

The  next  point  is,  how  were  these  volunteers 
officered?  The  constitution  of  Tennessee  was 
made  in  February,  1796.  It  provides  that  the 
militia  shall  elect  all  officers  under  the  grade  of 
general  officers ;  that  the  field  officers  shall  elect 
their  brigadier  senerals,  and  that  the  brigadier 
generals  and  field  officers  shall  elect  their  major 
generals.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  militia  of 
Tennessee,  when  on  military  duty,  are  under  com- 
mand of  officers  of  their  own  choice.  Greneral 
Jackson,  in  his  circular  to  the  militia  officers,  tells 
them  that  the  grade  of  their  officers  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  themselves,  or  the  platoon  officers  of  the 
regiment,  and  the  officers  raising  companies  to 
egmmand  them.  When  these  brave  men  met  him 
at  Nashville  on  the  19th  of  January,  and  requested 
him  to  appoint  the  officers,  he  promptly  refused, 
and  replied — "  agree  among  yourselves  as  to  your 
officers."  He  stated  he  would  appoint  Colonel 
Hayne  to  lead  them  to  Fort  Scott.  The  officers 
then  agreed  that'Colonel  R.  H.  Dyer  should  com- 
mand the  first,  and  Colonel  T.  Williamson  the 
second  regiment.  The  other  field  officers  were 
then  agreed  on  by  the  meeting.  The  General  stated 
to  them  the  number  of  officefs  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment ;  the  officers  replied,  that  by  experience 
they  had  found  that  horsemen  required  more  offi- 
cers than  footmen.  He  then  said  to  them,  "  or- 
ganize yourselves  in  any  way  you  think  proper :  it 
will  rest  with  the  Government."^  This,  then,  said 
Mr.  R.,  appears  to  be  the  state  of  the  case  relative 
to  these  volunteer  officers ;  that  they,  being  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  did  agree  upon  and  determine 
their  respective  commands  in  tnat  brigade  of  vol- 
unteers. The  letter  of  Colonel  Hayne,  dated  near 
Fayetteville,  9th  February,  1818,  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  further  elucidates  this  subject.  Not  one 
officer  in  that  brigade  of  volunteers  was  commis- 
sioned by  General  Jackson. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th 
of  February,  1818,  to  General  Jackson,  acquaints 
him  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President,  of 
all  the  measures  which  he  had  adopted  to  terminate 
the  war  with  the  Indians  j  and  then  states,  that 
"  the  honor  of  our  Armv,  as  well  as  the  interest  of 
.  *  our  country,  require  tnat  it  should  be  terminated 

*  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  the  confidence  re- 

*  posed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude,  assures  us 

*  that  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditions  as 

*  will  make  it  honorable  and  permanent."  These 
words  convey,  in  the  strongest  language,  ideas  of  the 
most  powerful  eflect  on  the  human  mind.  The 
same  ideas  are  conveyed,  although  not  in  such 
explicit  and  strong  terms,  m  the  letter  of  the  26th 


December,  1817.    These  words  contain  a  com- 
mand to  Greneral  Jackson  to  terminate  the  war, 
and  his  skill  and  promptitude  are  rdied  on.   These 
words  contain  an  appeal  to  him  fot  the  honor  of 
our  Army,  of  which  ne  then  was,  and  now  is,  an 
officer  of  the  highest  ^rade.    They  contain  an 
appeal  to  him  as  a  patriot,  for  the  intefest  of  oar 
country.    He  was  commanded  to  terminate  the 
war  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  ample  power 
was  confided  to  him  to  terminate  it.     Suppose  he 
had  not  exercised  that  power  ?  He  did  exercise  it 
He  could  not  terminate  the  war  without  additional 
force.    He  called  for  that  additional  force ;  it  arose, 
it  came  voluntarily,  in  a  manner  instantaneously, 
composed  of  as  brave  men  as  ever  faced  danger. 
The  war  was  terminated  to  the  honor  of  oar  army 
and  the  interest  of  our  country,  without  violating 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  con- 
stitution of  Tennessee. 

The  people  of  Tennessee  have  for  many  yean 
been  fighting  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  our 
country ;  a  nd,  wherever  thev  foogrht,  they  have  been 
successful.  Previous  to  tne  late  8etnin<^e  war, 
they  had  put  down  all  the  conti^ons  hostile  tribe 
of  Indians,  and  were  in  peace,  in  safety,  and  om 
of  danger.  What  but  pure  patriotism,  could  in- 
duce one  thousand  brave  men  voluntanly  to  rise 
and  leave  their  comfortable  homes,  in  tne  most 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  to  march  hundreds 
of  miles,  encountering  nunger,  cold,  and  hard- 
ships of  evory  kind,  m  swamps,  morasses,  and 
deserts,  passing  deep  waters,  and  swimming  rivers? 
They  encountered  these  difficulties ;  they  fought 
with  a  savage  enemy — that  enemy  was  subdued, 
and  peace  restored  to  our  Southern  frontiers.  To 
the  suflerin^  of  such  privations,  and  enduring 
such  hardshii^,  and  fighting  with  such  an  enemv, 
the  consideration  of  pay  was  nothing  to  these  vol- 
unteers; but  they  have  the  ^eatest  reward,  the 
approbation  of  the  great  maiority,  if  not  all,  of 
the  people  of  this- nation  ;  and  they  have  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  voice  of  the  people  is  with  him. 

I  hope,  said  Mr.  R.,  this  hill  will  not  be  post- 
poned, but  that  it  will  become  a  law ;  to  the  end, 
that  the  patriotic  volunteers  who  accompanied 
General  Jackson  may  be  indemnified  for  their  prop- 
erty lost  in  that  war.  He  said,  that,  in  the  course 
of  his  observations,  he  had  unavoidably  been  led 
to  notice  some  of  the  exertions  made  to  support 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  United  States  by  the 
people  of  Tennessee, one  of  whose  Represents  tives 
he  had  the  honor  to  be,  and  that  he  ever  would 
rejoice  in  being  the  Representative  of  such  people. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York^  said,  he  had  not 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  does  not  become 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  get  rid  of  an  unjust 
claim.  It  the  claim  was  unjust,  it  would  be  better 
to  meet  a  claim  directly  thim  to  set  rid  of  it  in  a 
sideway  manner.  But  he  comd  not  conceive 
wherein  was  the  injustice  of  this  claim.  Was  it 
unjust,  when  citizens  were  in  the  service  of  their 
countiy,  and  lost  their  property  by  the  neglect  of 
its  officers,  that  they  should  be  compensated  fot 
the  loss  ?  Was  this  demand  less  just  because  they 
had  magnanimously  answered  the  call  of  Genefai 
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Jackson  to  follow  Jiim  to  tke  field  in  defence  of 
their  country,  when  he  was  certain  of  the  appro- 
bation by  the  country  of  his  conduct,  and  no  ob- 
jection to  it  was  made  by  the  only  person  whose 
authority  could  be  supposed  to  be  encroached  upon  ? 
Had  this  persoff,  the  Goyernor  of  Tennessee,  com- 
plained of  Gren.  Jackson's  conduct  ?  Had  he  shown 
any  disap|)robation  of  it,  or  made  any  remonstrance 
against  this  act  of  the  Qeneral?    No,  sir,  said  Mr. 
G.  i  he,  too,  I  presume,  fek  and  acted  from  the 
same  patriotic  motives  as  these  volunteers.    When 
measures  were  taken  to  save  his  country,  he  did 
not  scand  upon  his  dignity*    So  far  from  it,  that 
it  appears,  from  every  thing  we  see,  that  the  Grov- 
emor  approved  the  wnole  conduct  of  General  Jackr 
son.     But  suppose  the  Governor  had  even  found 
fault  with  it,  does  it  appear,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  these 
generous  Tennesseeans  had  any  other  object  in 
view  than  the  public  good  ?    Is  it  just,  then,  in 
answer  to  these  claims  for. losses  sustained,  to  tell 
them,  you  acted  under  the  authority  and  direction 
of  a  man  who  had  not  a  strict  legal  right  to  call 
for  your  services  ?    Notwithstanding  I  am  as  sen- 
sible as  aay  one  can  be  of  my  want  of  experience 
in  these  matters.  I  must  confess,  said  Mr.  G.,  I 
do  not  think  it  the  proper  course.    As  for  the  ap- 
probation which  had  been  spoken  of,  it  was  notn- 
mg  to  the  purpose  in  the  present  debate ;  it  was 
not  made  for  the  purpose  ot  paying  for  the  loss  of 
the  horses,  but  for  the  use  of  them.    Under  the 
present  laws,  a  volunteer  losing  his  horse,  g^ets 
nothing  for  him.    If  this  was  justice  or  equity, 
Mr.  G.  confessed  he  did  not  w'ell  understand  them. 
Mr.  Jokes  said,  when  these  mounted  volunteers 
were  called  into  service,  it  was  on  the  condition 
of  receiving  a  certain  sum  per  month  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  a.certain  amount  per  day  for  the  use  of 
each  horse ;  and  the  Government  had  further  con^ 
tracted  to  furnish  the  men  with  provisions  and 
their  horses  with  forage.    From  the  failure  in  the 
latter  particular,  many  of  them  lost  their  horses. 
Ought  not  the  Grovernment  to  compensate  their 
lofis  ?    But,  it  was  said,  these  men  haa  been  acting 
without  authcMrity  from  their  country,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  be  paid.    It  would  be  well  for  us 
to  remember,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  not  only  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  recognised  the  le- 
gality of  their  service,  but  that  Congress  itself  has 
passed  a  l^w.  to  pay  these  men  for  their  services. 
Had  not  Congress,  Mr.  J.  asked,  by  so  doing,  sanc- 
tioned the  employment  of  these  men?    He  con- 
tended it  had.    With  respect  to  the  commissions 
issued  to  the  officers  commanding  these  volunteers, 
respecting  which  an  inquiry  had  been  n^ade  by 
the  cent&man  from  Virgima,  Mr.  J.  said  he  did 
not  know  that  they  had  any,  except  the  voice  of 
those  whom  they  comskanded.    He  had  himself^ 
he  said,  had  the  honor  to  command  a  volunteer 
corps  for  three  or  four  months,  and  he  never  had 
a  commifision.    The  Government  recognised  and 
paid  him  for  his  services,  though  without  a  com- 
mission ;  and  they  had  in  the  same  manner  paid 
others  doing  the  same  labor— fighting  the  battles 
of  their  country.    These  men,  ne  added,  did  not 
claim  as  a  favor,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  pay- 
meckt  kit  their  noraes  killed  in  battle  or  perished 


for  wAnt  of  food.  And,  Mr.  J.  said,  something 
was  due,  in  acting  on  this  subject,  to  good  policy; 
which  seemed  to  him  to  require  that  Congress 
should  not  disappoint  that  confidence  which  the 
sq{dier  has  that  he  will  be  paid  by  the  Government 
for  his  services  and  losses.  If  tnis  bill  should  not 
pass,  the  effect  of  the  refusal  might  be  expected  to 
be  found  in  the  event  of  another  war,  if  their  ser- 
vice$  should  be  again  wanting. 
Mr.  Cannon  spoke  to  the  point  of  the  appro- 

griation  of  $90,000,  said  to  have  been  approprutted 
>r  paying  for  the  mounted  men  employed  in  the 
Seminole  war.  To  satisfy  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  Paymaster 
General,  to  which  he  had  just  received  an  answer, 
which  he  read  to  show  that  his  first  impressions 
on  the  subject  were  now  confirmed.  [This  note 
gave  direct  but  brief  answers  to  several  questions 
propounded  by  Mr.  C,  the  most  material  of  which 
was,  whether  a  part  of  the  $90,000  in  question 
had  not  been  applied  to  the  payment  for  the  use 
of  horse?  during  the  late  war  with  England,  which 
had  not  been  previously  paid  for?  To  which  the 
answer  was.  Yes.]  If,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  or  any  one  else,  had  deviated  from  the 
letter  of  the  appropriation  in  this  or  any  other 
base,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  visit  his  sins 
upon  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  country.  And  fur- 
ther, without  going  into  the  question  of  legality  of 
orders,  or  becoming  the  advocate  of  the  Major 
General  in  respect  to  that  campaign,  he  would  say 
thus  much :  if  that  officer  had  acted  incorrectly, 
let  the  punishment  fall  on  him.  and  not  on  those 
who  acted  under  him  in  a  subordinate  capacity. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one,  where 
an  officer  had,  as  was  now  contended,  trampled 
on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  to  punish  him  there- 
for, but,  said  he,  we  have  no  rikht  to  extend  the 
punishment  to  those  who  ranged  themselves  under 
the  officers  whom  you  have  appointed  to  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  eofter  anew  into  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
but  to  notice  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, over  die  way.  If  any  thing  could  go  to 
show  the  dancer  of  precedent  m  this  Gk)vemTnent, 
the  case  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Jones)  would  conclusively  confirm  it  To 
what,  said  Mr.  J.,  are  we  referred?  To  the  ap- 
propriation of  Iftst  session  for  the  pay  of  those  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  Seminole  expeoition.  And  I 
ask  those  members,  who  were  members  of  the  last 
Congress,  to  say  what  was  the  state  of  facts  on 
this  subject  ?  Did  we  know  at  the  time  that  three 
or  four  weeks  were  spent  in  the  discussion  of  the 
question,  arising  out  of  the  Seminole  war,  that 
General  Jackson  had,  of  his  own  authority^  organ- 
ized a  volunteer  force?  No,  sir;  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  did  not  trans- 
mit to  Congress  the  document  establishing  that 
fact.  It  was  just  at  the  close  of  the  session  that, 
in  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
the  document  was  nrst  disclosed.  We,  said  Mr. 
J.,  until  that  report  was  made,  knew  nothing  either 
of  the  use  of  these  volunteers,  or  of  the  ojrder  to 
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Oateral  Graiues  to  take  possession  of  St.  Augus- 
tine. This  fact  came  oat  in  consemwnce  of  an  in- 
vestigation bf  the  Senate  committee.  Is,  then, 
our  appropriation,  made  in  general  terms'  to  be 
construed  as  sanctioning  this  abuse  of  autnority  ? 
But  the  gentlonan  on  my  right  (Mr.  Cannon) 
says,  if  any  sin  has  been  committed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  the  military  commander,  we  ought  not  to 
visit  it  on  the  heads  of  the  soldiers.  Mr.  J.  said 
he  did  not  mean  so  to  do;  but  to  refuse  them  pay- 
ment of  a  claim  set  up  for  haying  done  that  wnich 
they  had  no  right  to  do.  No  commander  could 
have  raised  these  troops  without  their  own  con- 
sent ;  for  it  is  vain  to  tell  me,  said  Mr.  J.,  that,  if 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  thb  country  should  be 
called  on  to  leave  their  nomes  to  make  a  military  ex- 
cursion beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
they  ought  to  set  forth  without  first  inquiring  whe- 
ther the  laws  of  the  country  justify  the  ezp^ition. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  question 
now  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  war  carried  on 
against  the  Seminole  Indians  was  a  legal  war.  If, 
by  a  legal  war,  gentlemen  meant  a  war  preceded 
by  a  declaration  by  Congress,  it  was  not.  But  it 
was  an  authorized  vrar,  as  being  carried  on  against 
Indians.    If  he  recollected  right,  there  was  an  ap- 

Sication  from  Georgia  for  the  defence  of  the 
Dntier.  A  Messaee  on  the  subject  was  sent  to 
Congress,  and  on  the  19th  of  February,  1818,  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  pay  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia. [Mr.  Johnson  said  his  oojection  to  the  legality 
of  the  war  referred  only  to  the  use  of  volunteers 
without  the  authority  of  law.1  Mr.  S.  resumed. 
In  the  session  of  18l7~'18,  said  he,  we  knew  that 
a  war  existed  between  us  and  the  Seminoles ;  that 
the  war  must  be  carried  on ;  and,  for  carrying  it 
on,  we  appropriated  a  sum  of  money.  An  order 
was  given  to  General  Jackson  to  proceed  and  to 
take  command  of  the  whole  force ;  and  a  discre- 
tion was  griven  to  him,  if  the  force  supposed  to  be 
in  service  was  not  sufficient,  to  call  for  any  de- 
tachments of  militia  which  he  might  find  necessary. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  wanted  to  know  where  was 
the  difierence  between  a  draught  of  militia,  and  a 
call  for  volunteers  from  that  very  militia.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  that  the  volun- 
teers, durinff  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  were  au- 
thorized by  law,  and  were  then  legal;  but  other- 
wise not  legal.  The  volunteers  authorized  by  law, 
during  the  British  war,  were  for  twelve  months, 
and  officered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  militia  volunteers.  The  reeular  mode  of 
draughting  the  militia,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  to  take, 
by  lot,  a  sufficient  number ;  but,  if  time  did  not 
permit  this  operation,  volunteers  were  called  for. 
Still,  though  volunteers,  they  were  militia,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  and  not  volunteer  soldiers. 
At  the  time  General  Jackson  received  the  orders 
which  placed  him  in  actual  command  of  the  forces 
operating  against  the  Seminoles,  he  was  not  at 
the  seat  of  government  of  Tennessee.  Anxious 
to  terminate  the  war  as  early  as  practicable,  he 
called  for  volunteers;  he  informed  tne  Governor  of 
Tennessee  that  he  had  done  so,  and  the  Governor 
approved  the  act.  It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  take 
Tolunteers  who  offer  themselves,  instead  of  making 


a  draught  from  the  militia.    When  Baltimore  was 
in  danser,  the  militia  of  the  adjoining  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania  were  in  an  extraordinary  sitaatiaii. 
The  militia  law  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  not  a 
man  in  the  State  had  a  valid  commiasioii.    Bat 
they  did  not  wait  for  law  or  for  orders;  they  came 
to  Baltimore  in  number  l^dOO.   What  did  tiie  com- 
manding officer  at  Baltimore  do?    Did  he  turn 
them  away?    No ;  he  took  them  into  service ;  he 
desired  them  to  choose  their  companv  officers,  and 
that  the  latter  should  choose  their  fiod  officers.   It 
was  done ;  and  these  men  were  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices during  the  whole  time  they  were  so  imhodied. 
With  rmrd  to  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  coasidflved  the 
law  of  1816  as  a  complete  precedent  for  it,  and  not 
an  unjust  one.    When  men  go  into  service  as 
mounted  volunteers,  thev  are  taught  to  bdievethe 
Government  will  furnish  them  with  ibrage,  aad 
if  the  Government  does  not  Aimish  the  forage,  it 
is  morally  bound  to  pay  for  the  losses  sustained  in 
consequence  of  such  fiulure. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  bad  honed 
never  again  to  have  occasion  to  speak  in  mat 
House  concerning  the  Seminole  war ;  that  he 
would  not  now  say  a  word  on  the  subject,  were  it 
not  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  misunderstood 
by  some  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House. 
When  petitioners  apply,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  thb  body, 
it  is  an  admission,  oa  ^eir  part^  that  the  eststiiig 
laws  will  not  relieve  them.  A  cntical  examination 
of  what  the  law  is,  seems  therefore  unnecessary. 
The  proper  question  to  be  considered  here  is,  what 
does  lustice  require  to  be  done  ? 

It  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  the 
horses,  for  which  compensation  is  now  daimed, 
were  lost  in  an  illegal  war«  lliat  is  a  mistake. 
If  gentlemen  will  exaunne  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  militia  while  in  ae- 
tulil  service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
20th  day  of  April,  1818,  and  which  will  be  found 
at  page  94  of  the  acts  of  that  session,  they  will 
find  that  Congress  declared  the  war.  In  that  act 
it  is  declared  that  ihe  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
militia  called  into  service^  or  who  may  be  called 
into  said  service,  "  in  prosecuting  said  waf^  against 
the  Seminde  Indians,  and  die  or  be  killed  in  ser- 
vice, shall  have  pensions.  Here  is  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  existing  state  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  such 
a  recognition  is  the  only  declaration  of  war  neces> 
sary  to  be  made  by  Congress  in  any  case. 

It  has^  also  been  said  that  the  troops  employed 
were  raised  by  the  General  hin&seif,  without  bdy 
legal  authority — ^his  own  army.  If  gedtlonen  wiu 
turn  to  page  100  of  the  acts  of  the  same  session  of 
Congress,  they  will  find  this  appropriation:  ^  For 
expenses  of  mounted  volunteers,  nmety  thousand 
dollars."  This  appropriation  of  mxmej  to  pay  a 
description  of  troops  not  previouriy  authorized  by 
any  existing  law — a  force  which  consisted  neither 
of  regulars  nor  militia,  as  organized  by  law,  was 
in  itself  an  authority  to  employ  the  kind  of  troops 
described,  to  wit:  "mounted  volunteers.'*  Con- 
gress could  not  mean,  by  this  description,  the  mili- 
tia, organized  and  officered  by  the  States;  but  toI- 
unteers,  orgaAiaed  and  officered  aecotding  to  the 
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usage  of  Tolimteers.  That  usaffe  is  for  the  men  to 
assemble  and  elect  their  own  oflScers,  whose  rank  is 
recoflnifled  when  they  are  receired  into  the  yenrice. 
In  tms  manner  the  volunteers  who  make  this  claim 
were  raised,  organized,  and  officered,  and  this 
mode  of  conferring  rank  Vas  {leculiarly  proper  in 
Tennessee,  where^  by  the  militia  law  of  tne  State, 
the  men  elect  their  officers  under  a  certain  grade, 
and  the  higher  grades  are  filled  by  an  election 
made  by  the  ofl^ers.  Coneress  having  author- 
ized the  employment  of  sucn  irregular  .troops,  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  important  whether 
the  call  on  uie  patriotism  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country  was  made  by  the  Presid^it,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  by  the  commanding  Qen«iil. 
They  were  musterea  into  the  service  ofthe  United 
States^  and  they  did  their  duty.  These  are  the 
material  facts  in  the  case. 

Had  militia  been  called  for  bv  the  coomiandinff 
Gieneral  under  the  orders  whicn  have  been  read, 
the  call  would  necessarily  have  been  made  on  the 
Qovemor  of  Tennessee;  but,  as  the  act  of  Con- 
gress authorized  the  employment  of  *' mounted 
ToluAteers,"  no  call  on  the  Governor  seems  to  have 
been  necessary.  It  was  not  necessary  that  they 
should  procure  his  approbation  before  they  ten- 
dered their  services,  nor  was  it  necessary  that  the 
commanding  Greneral  should  procure  his  approba- 
tioii  before  he  accepted  their  offered  services.  But 
respect  for  the  Governor  induced  the  commanding 
Gieneral  to  inform  him  of  the  course  pursued, 
which  9iet  his  entire  approbation. 

The  employment  of  mounted  volunteers  having 
been  expressly  authorized  by  law,  and  such  troops 
having  oeen  employed  in  conformity  to  the  law, 
the  question  which  arises  is — Whether  it  is  just 
that  they  should  receive  compensation  for  horses 
lost  in  the  service  ?  Every  mounted  volunteer 
who  lost  his  horse  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
received  from  the  Gbvemment  another  horse  in 
return;  antl,  after  having  received  such  other 
horse,  he  was  allowed  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  uiereof.  As  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  Seminole  war,  and  lost  their  horses, 
did  not  receive  other  horses  in  their  stead,  it  seems 
to  be  just  that  they  should  receive  the  value  of  the 
horses  lost.  Justice  is  equal ;  and  the  same  mea- 
sure of  justice  should  be  rendered  to  the  mounted 
volunteers  who  served  in  the  Seminole  war  that 
was  rendered  to  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  war  with  Gtreat  Britain. 

Let  not  the  claim  of  those  highly  meritorious 
men  be.prqudiced  by  any  remarks  thiat  have  been 
made  on  the  coiidnct  of  the  commandione  General 
in  that  campai^.  It  is  not  Gtoeral  Jackson  who 
makes  the  claim.  He  asks  nothing  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. This  a]^lication  comes  &om  the  gal- 
lant men,  who,  at  nis  call,  flew  to  the  defence  of 
their  country.  Sir,  we  should  cherish  the  sacred 
fire  that  biuns  in  the  breasts  of  the  men  of  Ten- 
Resaee.  They  stand  distinguished  in  the  foremost 
rank  of  the  patriots  and  heroes  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut, .made  a  few  ob- 
servations against  the  indefinite  postponement,  pre- 
ferring that  the  httl  should  take  the  usual  course 


of  other  biUs.  Amendments  miffht  be  made  to  it 
which  would  make  it  acceptable  even  to  those 
now  opposed  to  it  The  nrinciples  of  the  bill,  it 
appjears,  had  been  established  in  former  cases,  in 
which  compensation  had  been  made.  If  these 
horses  had  been  lost  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
foraffe,  it  seemed  to  be  as  proper  that  their  owners 
shoiud  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  their  horses, 
as  that  others  should  receive  pensions  for  bodily 
injuries  incurred  in  the  service. 

The  question  on  indefinite  po^onement  of  the 
bill  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nes[ative — 
for  the  postponement  60,  against  it  94,  as  follows : 

Teas — Msssrs.  Adams,  Alezsnder,  Allen  of  Masts- 
choaatts.  Ball,  Bayly,  Bafiiim,  Burweli,  X)obb,  Crafts, 
Culbratb,  Culpeper,  Dowse,  Edwards  of  Nortii  Caro* 
lins,  FWd,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  FoOer,  Hall  of  Del- 
aware, Hall  of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Lathrop,Lineolo,. Lowndes, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  Marohand,  Mason,  Meeeh,  Mercer, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moeeley,  Nesle,  Nelson  of  Massaeha* 
setts,  Parker  of  Virginia,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Randolph, 
Rich,  Robertson,  Stmjpeon,  Sergeant,  Sioonmb,  B. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Stone, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Tavlor,  Terrell,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood— 60. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  Yodc,  Allen 
of  Tennesaee,  Andenon,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Ciagett,  Clarke,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnshman,  Cothbert,  Dulington, 
Davidson,  Dewitt,  Dickineon,  JSarle,  Edwards  of  Con- 
neetieat,  Edwards  of  Pennsylvania,  Ervin,  Fay,  Fish- 
er, Foot,  FnUerton,  Cboss  of  New  York,  Gross  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hasard,  Hendrii^ 
Henriok,  Hibshman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter, 
Jones  of  Teaaesiee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lyman,  MeCfeeary,  MeLean  of  Kenfneky,  Meigs»  R* 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  Mprray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New* 
ton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Massaebnsetts,  Patterson, 
Philson,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Qaarles,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogen,  Ross, 
Rifss,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Ste- 
vens, Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Tarr,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkuis,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,and  Williams  of 
Virginia — 94. 

Mr.  Rbea  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill ;  but,  bdbre  acting  on  it,  the  House  adjourned. 


TsuasnAY,  December  S3. 

Mr.  SiLSBBE  presented  apetkbn  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers of  leather,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
prating  that  the  duty  on  leather  imported  into  the 
United  States  may  be  changed  from  an  od  oobwvm 
to  a  specific  duty. 

Mr.  RoGEAB  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in* 
habitants  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  further  aid  and  encouragement  may  be  extend- 
ed to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  die  countr3r. 

Mr.  McLban,  oi  Kentucky,  presented  a  similar 
petition,  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State.-*^ 
Referred  to  the-  Committee  on  Mannfaotures. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Portland,  in  the  Uistriot  of  Maine  \ 
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Mr.  PiNCKNBT  presented  the  petition  of  sundrr 
inhabitants  of  Glarleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina ; 

Respectively  pray  ins  for  the  establishment  of  an 
iiniibrm  system  of  banlniptcy  throughout  the  Uni-' 
ted  States :  which  petitions  were  referred  toi  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  were  dis- 
charged from  a  farther  consideration  of  the  *'  bill 
for  the  rcdief  of  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,"  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  Lev^r  Court  for  the  county  ot 
Washington,  in  said  District,  to  impose  and  collect 
a  tax  upon  the  citizens  and  taxable  property  in 
said  county,  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  Duilaing 
a  cpurthouse  and  suitable  offices  attached  thereto, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  various  courts  of  said 
county,  and  the  preservation  of  the  records  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
^'An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,"  passed  April  29,  1816,  as  au- 
thorizes the  said  surveyor  to  have  the  lands  in  the 
now  State  of  Illinois  surveyed  according  to  the 
provisions  of  said  recited  act :  and  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  separate  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  within 
said  Sute. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Ward,;'  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart ;» 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  bills  were  severaUy  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred'; the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  the  latter  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  "  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  in  the  different  offices,''  (to 
continue  certain  clerks  in  some  of  the  offices,) 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  JBurk ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Andbrbon  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  to  remit  the  pajrment  of  certain  in- 
stalments due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois. — Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Henurickb,  of  Indiana,  otEered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution : 

Retoltfedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieney  of  no 
amending  the  law  of  forfeiture  that  the  sctnsl  settler 
and  ealtivator  of  the  toil  ehali  have  a  preference  of  re- 
•ntry  alter  his  lands  ehill  have  been  forfeited  to  the 


United  SUtee,  and  before  they  shall  be  expoeed  to  paW 
lie  sale. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the 
House  divided,  without  debate ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to — ^yeas  64,  navs  58. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  after  a 
few  words  from  him  and  Mr.  Storrb,  re^ieeting 
its  object,  the  following  resolve  was  adopted : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War1»e  directed  to 
lay  before  this  Hoaae  the  rales  and  reguiatioos  estab- 
lished by  the  Commiisioner,  and  adopted  bf  the  War 
Department,  in  relation  to  the  execution  ef  the  "  act 
to  anthorize  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captared  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  militsiy  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  parpooes,*'  pasMd 
the  9th  of  April,  1816;  particntarl^  in  relation  to 
horses  lost. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  after  stating  that 
on  the  27th  or  March  Ust,  a  resolve  had  passed 
this  House,  calling  on  one  of  the  Departments  for 
a  statement  of  the  moneys  paid  for  extra  services 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  an  account  of  the  nature  of  those  services ;  and 
that,  on  the  3d  March  last,  a  report  had  been  made 
on  the  subject,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 
moved  that  this  report  be  now  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  expenditures  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment.*— Agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Delaware,  prefiared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  said  distnct,  in  obedience  to  a  res- 
olution of  this  House  of  the  22d  of  Februaiy  last ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  an  anpropna- 
tion  for  the  salaj^^  of  four  additional  clerks  for 
that  Department  until  the  20th  of  October  next; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  viz..  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  horses  or  otner  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  during  the  Semmole 
war — 

>  Mr.  Foot  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postponed,  with  a  view  to  tiie  recep- 
tion, before  acting  upon  it,  of  the  information 
contemplated  by  a  resolution  this  day  passed,  on 
his  motion. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Strotbcr,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee;  but  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative--82  to  60.  ^  the 
bill  was  for  the  present  postponed. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITV. 

Mr.  HtLL,  of  Mas^chusetts  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution: 

Ruohedf  That  a  committee  be  apponited  to  inqoire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  National  Uni- 
versity within  the  District  of  Colombia ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otharwise. 

Mr.  Hill  said,  in  introducing  his  motion,  that 
the  adoption  of  this  measute  h^  been  reoonunen- 
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ded  by  each  of  our  iilustrioiu  PresidcDts,  and  with 
a  particular  view^  among  other  things,  to  perpetuate 
tne  Union,  and  form  a  national  character.  What- 
ever, therefore,  had  this  tendency,  he  wanted  to 
promote.  Some  eentlemen,  said  he,  doubt  the 
constitutionality  of  the  project  connected  with  in- 
ternal improvement.  S ir,  this  is  thepoint  at  isfiue ; 
and  if  there  is  not  to  be  found  a  sufficient  number 
in  both  Houses  to  pass  the  law,  the  way  will  be 
open  to  apply  to  the  people,  the  fountain  of  power, 
to  be  vested  with  the  authority.  Other  gentlemen 
will  probably  say,  that  there  is  no  surplus  money 
in  the  Treasury ;  and  that  this  is  not  the  time  to 
introduce  the  subject ;  but  I  think  diSei ently.  The 
resources  of  the  United  States  are  great,  and  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  consists  in  the  industry  and 
economy  of  its  inhabitants.  I  think,  therefore,  we 
may  not  fear  to  make  the  experiment,  and  hope 
my  motion  will  prevail.  >   • 

The  question  Deing  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
So  the  proposition  was  rejected^    - 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  orders  of  the  day,  preceding  this  one,  being 
pastponed  for  the  purpos»e,  the  House,  on  motion 
of  lar.  Cobb,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mi.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  hiring  a  building 
for  it  to  hold  its  sittioss  in. 

To  this  bill,  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  this  day 
reported  two  amendments ;  the  one  of  which  was 
to  authorize  the  Marshal  also  to/wmish  the  apart- 
ments to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  court,  and 
the  other  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  two 
years  from  the  passing  thereof. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  it  was  no  doubt  pro- 
per that  a  place  should  be  provided  in  which  the 
court  should  hold  its  sittings;  but  it  wa&  worth 
inquiry  whether  this  accommodation  ought  to  be 
provided  at  the  public  exoense,  or  at  that  of  the 
people  of  the  county  of  Washington.  He  wa» 
indisposed,  at  least,  to  vote  for  ihis  bill,  until  an 
examination  was  made  whether  the  necessary  ac- 
commodation  could  not  be  obtained  in  some  one 
of  the  public  buildings.  In  this  splendid,  this  im- 
perial city,  said  Mr.  C^  in  which  there  «re  such 
extensive  buildinc^s  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
are  we  to  be  at  the  furtt^r  expense  of  eieht  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum  to  provide  a  huifding  for 
the  Court  ot  the  District — a  sum  which  would 
purchase  the  fee-simple  of  very  many  of  the  county 
courthouses  in  some  of  the  States?  Is  it  possible 
that  no  provision  can  be  made  for  the  sittings  of 
the  court,  without  renting  for  its  use  the  house 
lately  occupied  by  Congress?  He  trusted  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  under  whose  auspices  this  hill 
WES  now  called  up,  would  favor  the  House  with 
information  iKrhetner,  in  the  building  occupied  by 
the  General  Post  Office,  or  some  other  public 
building,  the«  requisite  accommodation  could  not 
be  obtained  without  this  expenditure  of  public 
money. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  been  as  mnch 


surprised  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clat)  could  possibly  have  been,  when  he  first 
understood  that  there  was  in  the  city  no  building 
appropriate  for  the  sittings  of  the  court.  But  auea 
was  the  fact :  they  had  hitherto  made  use  of  the 
apartment  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and,  being  deprived  of  that  by  a  recent 
arrangement,  unless  some  building  was  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  ooort,  whose  session  was  to 
commence  on  Monday  next,  the  returns  of  pro- 
cess to  be  made  on  that  day  would  be  necessarilT 
void.  With  respect  to  the  building  to  be  selected, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  Which  designated  i^ 
as  might  be  supposed  from  the  gentleman's  allu- 
sion: on  the  contrary,  that  matt^  was  to  be  left 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  President.  There 
were,  Mr.  C.  said,  many  causes  depending  in  the 
court^  in  which  the  United  States  were  interested; 
and  It  was,  therefore,  important,  apert  from  the 
particular  interest  of  the  people  of  the  District, 
that  the  court  should  be  duly  held.  He  himselr 
believed,  he  said,  that  this  expense. ought  to  be 
borne  bv  the  District;  and,  in  consequence  of  that 
belief,  nad  this  morning  submitted  a  resolution 
(which  had  been  adopted  by  the  House)  to  direct 
the  proper  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  forcing  the  county  to  lay  taxes  to  build  a 
courthouse,  if  they  would  not  do  it  in  any  other 
way.  The  bill  was  proposed  to  be  limited  to  two 
years  ^  at  the  end  or  which  time  the  committee 
supposed  a  permanent  provision  might  be  made  by 
the  county  for  holding  the  courts,  £c. 

Mr.  LivEBMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  remarks  not  distinctly  heard ;  but  the  purport 
of  them  was,  that  the  county  of  Washington  nad 
no  more  right  to  expect  the  United  States  to  pay 
the  expense  of  holding  its  courts  than  any  other 
county  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  asked  whether  th^ 
was  nothing  in  the  existing  laws  which  would 
enable  the  proper  authority  to  provide  a  place  in 
which  to  hold  the  court? 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  was  not  very  conversant  with 
the  laws  relating  to  this  District;  but,  as  he  had 
before  said,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  provide  prospectively  for  this  object,  br 
passing  a  law,  if  diey  thought  proper,  to  compel 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  to  lay  a  tax  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  courthouse. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Sodthabo,  of 
New  Jersey,  the  amendments  to  the  bill  proposed 
by  the  Comtnittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
were  separately  agreed  to.  [The  one  authorixes 
the  Marshal  to  furnish  as  well  as  rent  the  necea* 
sary  building ;  the  other  limits  the  duration  of  the 
bill  to  two  years.] 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill; 
which,  being  taken  up  in  the  House,  and  the  ques* 
tion  being  put  on  concurring  in  the  amendments^ 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Strotber^  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regie! 
that  the  indisposition  of  amy  other  member  to  do 
it  imposed  on  him  the' duty  of  objecting  to  this  bill. 
On  turning  to  the  Constitution,  and  o^Mnining 
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die  relation  of  this  District  to  the  United  States, 
be  said  he  found  nothing  which  required  of  Con^ 
gress  to  defray  those  expenses  which,  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  were  home  b)[  the  people  in  their 
respectire  counties  and  districts.  If  we  cast  our 
«ves  over  this  District,  said  Mr.  8.,  we  shall  find 
the  people  as  capable  of  erecting  buildings  for 
4S0unty  purposes  as  any  county  in  the  United  States. 
And  with  what  countenance,  he  asked,  would  the 
people  of  the  county  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  resided,  for  example,  come  before  Con- 
gress, and  ask  of  it  to  build  a  courthouse  for  their 
accommodation  ?  He  should  not  be  opposed  to  a 
bill  authorizing  them  to  rent,  at  their  own  expense, 
a  suitable  building,  if  such  a  law  was  necessary. 
But  the  people  had  no  claim  on  the  Treasurv  of 
tiie  Uni4d  States  for  any  such  purpose.  lliey 
ought  to  look  for  such  objects  to  their  own  resour- 
ces. For  his  part,  he  would  not  consent  to  tax 
the  people  of  the  United  States  for  the  conreni- 
ence  of  this  little  District  of  Columbia.  Here,  said 
he,  you  have  all  around  .you  displayed  the  pride 
and  splendor  of  wealth  fay  the  inhaoitants  of  the 
District,  and  I  will  not.  for  one,  consent  to  extract 
from  the  pockets  of  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the 
cottntrr  the  means  of  supporting  institutions  intend- 
ed exciusiTely  for  their  use  and  benefit. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  had  already  explicitly  stated 
his  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  4nade  the  duty  of 
the  people  of  the  county  to  provide  a  courthouse 
fbr  its  own  use.  Howerer  much  it  was  their  duty 
now.  they  had  not  done  it  heretofore.  But  he 
would  ask  of  gentlemen,  he  said,  whether  it  was 
not  the  duty  of  Congress  itself  to  see  that  this  was 
d#ne  ?  How  happens  it,  said  he^  that  we,  who  hare 
iQcdumve  jurisdiction  over  this  District,  should 
h$nre  been  so  blind  to  our  duty,  and  to  its  interest, 
that  we  have  prorided  no  way  in  whioh  buildmgs 
for  county  poiposes  could  be  erected  1  He  did  not 
therefore  see  exactly  how  the  proposition  before 
the  House  eoald  witn  propriety  De  made  the  foun- 
dation for  the  anathemas  launched  by  the  gentle- 
■uiB  fipom  Virginia  against  the  pride  and  sdendor 
^  this  District.  So  fiir  as  he  was  himself  con- 
camed,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  taken  steps  to 
lemedy  the  defect  which  was  urged  as  an  otjec- 
tioa  to  this  bill,  byr  suggesting  a  law  requiring  that 
the  proper  provision  for  the  sittings  of  the  court 
should  hereafter  be  made  by  the  levy  court  of  the 
District.  He  was  sorry  that  the  House  had  rejected 
the  amendments  pro^iosed  to  the  bill,  since  one  of 
them  went  to  limit  its  operation  to  two  years,  by 
which  time  the  Committee  had  supposed  the  re- 
quisite accommodation  could  be  provided  for  the 
court  in  another  manner  than  by  uon^^mss. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  could 
not  iiMgine  any  necessity  for  passing  this  law. 
Heretofore  no  Utw  had  passed  designating  the  place 
where  the  courts  should  hold  their  sessions,  and 
yet  they  had  always  been  duly  held.  The  diffi- 
culty wnich  was  represented  now  to  exist,  in  regard 
to  tne  District  of  Columbia,  m^ht  with  equal 
reason  be  complained  of  in  any  or  the  circuit  and 
district  conits  of  the  United  States.  There  was 
not  on  the  statute  book  any  act  desijpiating  the 
boiWftags  in  which  the  circuit  or  district  courts  of 


the  United  States  should  be  held  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States.     In  many  instances,  the  dis- 
trict courts  had  been  under  the  necessity  of  holding 
their  sessions  in  puMic  houses  in  the  towns  where 
they  sat.    The  expense  thus  incurred  had  been 
defrayed,  he  presumed,  under  the  general  law  au- 
thorizing sucn  disbursements  by  tne  marshals  of 
the  respective  districts.    Heretofore,  without  any 
special  law,  the  circuit  court  for  this  District  had 
been  held  in  some  part  of  the  Capitol.    There 
was,  Mr.  W.  said,  a  wide  difference  betvreen  the 
other  courts  of  the  United  States  and  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.    The  former 
ought  to  be  hM  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States ; 
but,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  pecmle  ought 
cotainly  to  defray  Che  expenses  or  their  own 
courts.    Tl^e  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
several  districts  are  for  the  purposes  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  courts  of  this  District  are  for  the 
purposies  of  the  District — for  the  benefit  of  the  Dis- 
trict alone.    There  was  as  much  reason  why  the 
District  of  Columbia  should  support  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind,  as  that  any  State  should  support 
its  own.    The  United  States  had  already  built  a 
jail  for  the  accommodation  of  the  peoj^e  of  this 
part  of  the  District,  who  were  folly  able  tnemsel  ves 
to  bear  an  expense  of  this  kind.    This  District 
was  as  rich  a  section  of  the  country  as  any  of  the 
same  extent  to  be  found  in  the  United  States;  and 
its  population  was  such  as  authorized  it  to  sap- 
port  its  own  establishments. 

Mr.  Strotbbr  again  spoke.  With  regard  to 
other  courts  of  the  Unitra  States,  he  said,  the 
buildiuj^  occupied  by  the  Federal  Court  for  the 
Virginia  district  was  not  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  but  was  furtiished  for  its  use 
free  of  expense.  But  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  remarked  that  Congress  had  not  done  its  duty 
on  this  subject.  It  was  not  for  Congress  to  volun- 
teer their  legislation  on  the  subject,  when  the  peo- 
ple had  not  applied  for  it.  And,  because  it  was  at 
a  late  day  proposed,  was  that  any  reason  why  the 
Government  should  defray  the  expense  of  building 
a  court  room  ?  He  contended,  he  said,  that  the 
people  of  the  District  had  no  right  to  exact  of  Con- 
gress that  they  should  purchase  or  rent  a  building 
for  their  exclusive  use  and  hexk&t  What  was  the 
di^erence,  in  this  respect,  between  any  county  ia 
Alabama,  or  in  Illinois,  and  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  this  District  1  They  had  equal  claims 
on  the  public  purse.  And  would  any  one  say, 
that,  if  any  county  in  Illinois  were  to  aj^ly  to 
Congtess  for  the  purpose  a  eourthonse  woula  be 
built  for  them  at  the  public  expense  ?  What  is 
there  in  the  Constitution,  said  he,  vHiich  gives  to 
the  people  of  this  District  a  higher  claim  than  the 
people  of  one  of  those  counties  ?  Ate  the  people 
destitute  of  the  means  of  fomishiag  the  necessary 
building  themselves?  Is  there  poverty  hm,  or  is 
there  wealth  ?  Is  not  the  public  money  disbursed 
here  larohly,  and  have  not  the  people  the  means 
of  erecting  a  building  sufficient  to  aeconunodate 
their  courts?  There  was  nothtw  in  the  Consti- 
Inticm,  he  said,  which  required  Congress  to  pas 
this  bill ;  and  charity  did  not  require  it.  because 
those  who  fa^  are  wealthy.    For  the  iiifomiBtion 
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of  the  House,  he  would  state  that  the  room  pro^ 
Tided  (in  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol)  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  now 
vacant,  and  would  be  so  until  that  court  should 
meet  four  weeks  hence ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  pretended  that  the  white  ermine  of  that  court 
would  be  sullied,  or  that  its  dignity  would  be 
wounded  hy  permitting  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  to  sit  there  for  four  weeks.  In  relation  to 
the  preseryation  of  the  records,  and  an  office  for 
the  mik  of  the  court,  this  clerk,  he  learnt,  received 
a  compensation  for  his  services  amounting  to  sodqm- 
where  about  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Could 
he  not  appropriate  out  of  this  consideraUe  emolu- 
ment a  sum  sufficient  for  his  own  accommodation 
and  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  his  office? 
In  this  respect,  the  passing  of  that  bill  into  a  law 
would  only  be  an  immediate  benefit  to  the  clerk,  to 
relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  providing  an 
apartment  for  his  own  accommodation.  It  was 
not  the  magnitude  of  this  question,  Mr.  S.  said, 
but  the  principle  involved  in  it,  which  made  him 
oppose  tnis  bul.  This  District,  he  repeated,  was 
amply  competent  to  support  its  own  establishiiiients 
without  the  interference  of  Congress ;  witbout  ex- 
tracthiff  money  for  that  purpose  from  the  pockets 
of  the  mbcnrer  who  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow,  or  of  the  hardy  seaman  who  subjects 
himself,  in  pursuit  of  a  livelihood,  to  all  the  hard- 
shns  and  dangers  of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Warfielo,  of  Maryland,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Whether  the  practice  ot  futnishing  rooins 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  was^or  was 
not  correet,  appeared  to  him  not  now  to  be  the 

S^int  for  discussion.  In  the  case  now  before*  the 
ouse,  whatever  might  be  the  practioe  in  regard 
to  ^be  other  courts  of  the  United  States^  it  had 
heea  the  invariable  practioe  to  have  public  rooms 
assigned  for  the  aceonunodation  of  the  court.  The 
infonnation  that  they  were  now  to  be  deprived  of 
•tibe  one  of  those  rooms  had  been  given  but  a  short 
time  since.  It  now  appeared,  tlut  all  the  public 
bu&tiMs  were  so  far  occupied  as  that  no  place 
eould  be  had  for  the  suitable  aceomniodation  of 
the  court  Not  Monday  was  the  term  day  of  that 
court  It  was  important,  not  only  to  the  interests  of 
this  District,  but  to  those  also  of  the  United  States,, 
that  the  court  should  proceed  m  the  dischaise 
<if  its  judicial  duties,  because  these  were  cases  &• 
pending  in  the  court  in  which  the  United  States 
have  an  interest.  It  appeared  to  bim,  Mr.  W.  said, 
that  the  jqpttStiQn  did  not  psoperly  present  itself 
now,'  whether  the  county  was  bound  to  make  the 
appropriation  to  accommodate  the  eoutt^  or  whe- 
ther it  was  a  .part  of  the  ditty  of  the  Qovemment 
of  the  United  States  to  do  so.  That  point  would 
pcoperiy^ieaent  itself  whan  the  aeport  of  Ihe  com- 
:milliee  ob  tins.snhject  should  be  made.  The  argn- 
mcBt  drawn  fieom  Illinois  and  Akibaoia,  he  con- 
ceived, did  not  apply  to  this  case.  It  seemed  to 
him,  and,  when  the  question  sfaonld  fiurly  come 
before  the  House^he  thought  it  might  be  demon- 
strated, dmt  it  is  ^e  duty  of  the  Unhed  States  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  this  court ;  but 
he  wmved  this  question  for  the  pneseat  We,  said 
he,  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  this  District 


It  may  have  been  the  fiatlt  of  those  interested  in 
the  erection  of  this  building  that  no  proposition 
has  heretofore  been  presented  to  Congress  on  this 
subject  But  it  may  also  be  said  that  the  omission 
to  make  such  a  provision  shows  a  want  of  due  at- 
tention on  the  part  of  Congress  to  the  situation  of 
those  who  are  under  their  exclusive  care.  The 
argument  drawn  from  the  alle|[ed  profits  of  the 
clerk's, office,  did  not.  bear  on  this  question.  The 
profits,  whatever  they  were,  arose  from  the  business 
which  he  transacted,  and  were  exdusivelv  his  own. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  could  the  olerx  be  called 
upon  to  apfuropriate  what  was  exclusivdy  his  own 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  instituted  hy 
the  United  States  1  Such  a  limitation  should  be 
given  to  the  operation  of  the  law  as  the  House 
might  think  pnraer ;  bat,  under  the  circumstances, 
he  tho^^t  the  law,  in  some  shape,  on^t  to  pass. 
Mr.  Sent,  of  Marvland,  rose  to  correct  errone- 
ous impressions  whicn  appeared  to  pevail,  that  it 
was  the  people  of  the  District  who  nad  applied  to 
Congress  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.    It  was  a 

fro|>osition,  in  fact,  from  the  other  branch  of  the 
iCgislature,  and  not  from  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict. It  had  originated  with  a  committee  of  that 
body,  who  reported  it  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
convenience  of  the  committees  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  court  of  the  county  should  continue  to  occupy 
the  rooms  heretofore  used  by  it  and  its  officers. 
With  regard  to  the  renting  or  building  a  court- 
house by  the  Levy  Court,  Mr.  K.  said  its  powers 
were  limited,  and  did  not  embrace  such  an  object 
Mr.  FiKDAhh,  of  Virginia,  was  willing  to  make 
present  provision  for  Vke  accommodation  of  the 
court,  but  iras  desirous  to  Hmit  the  operation  of 
the  bill ;  he,  therefore,  proposed  an  amendment, 
going  to  limit  the  opeiation  of  the  bill  to  one  year. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  being  put  <m  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading,  as  thus  amoaded,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative.    So  the  bill  was  rejcfdted. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being  postpcmed  for 
the  purpose,  the  House  resohred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  making  addi- 
tkmal  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
for  thejear  1819. 

Mr.  Smith,  cff  Maryland,  (chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,)  explained  the  reasons 
vrhich  rendeared  it  necessary  to  provide,  at  this 
time,  for  certain  expenditures  which  had  not  been 
fbreseen  at  the  last  session.  He  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  sttbfect,  ii^ch  was  read  by  the  Clerit  or  the 
House. 

Mr.  St(»B8,  of  New  York,  said,  that  he  had 
observed,  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  an  aUuaion 
to  a  warrant  of  transfer,  drawn  by  the  President 
in  August,  which  he  also  request^  the  Clerk  to 
readjmm  the  doctunents.  Mr.  S:  then  said,  that 
it  tqmeaied  from  this  warrant  that,  so  late  as  Au- 
gust out,  certain  unexpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  particularly  those  for  the  repair  of 
the  frq;ste  Chesapeake,  and  building  sfaips  of  war 
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on  Lake  OntaiJo,  of  several  years  standing)  had, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President,  been  brought 
up,  and  a  fund  created  out  of  them  which  had  been 
expended  dorinff  the  past  year.  The  act  of  1794 
required,  that  all  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priation remaining  in  the  Treasury  should,  after 
two  years,  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund.  He  re- 
quested the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  explain 
by  what  construction  of  the  law,  relating  to  the 
President,  the  power  had  been  conveyed  in  this 
case.    He  asked  for  information  merely. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pointed  out  the  pro- 
vision in  an  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  applica- 
Ue  to  the  transfer  of  appropriations,  which  was 
read  by  the  Clerk  in  the  following  words: 

"  Providedf  That,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may,  and  he  is  hereby 
aathorized,  on  the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

S roper  department,  and  not  otherwise,  to  direct,  if  in 
is  opinion  necessary  for  the  public  service,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  a  parlicalar  branch 
of  expenditure  in  that  department,  be  applied  to  ano- 
ther branch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  department; 
in  which  case  a  special  account  of  the  moneys  thus 
transferred,  and  of  their  application,  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  ensuing 


session. 


Some  further  conversation  took  place  respecting 
the  surplus  fund ;  when 

Mr.  KANnoLPB^  of  Virginia,  ros&  and,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  oriffin  of  the  surplus  mud,  said,  that 
the  provision  of  me  law,  which  had  just  been  read 
by  the  Clerk,  struck  him  with  some  unpleasant  re- 
collections, which  he  could  neither  suppress  nor  con 
ceal.  It  was  now  just  twenty  years  since  he  first 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  tnis  House.  At  that 
time,  the  persons  of  the  political  description  to 
which  he  had  conceived  himself  to  belong,  were 
contending  against  great  abuses  and  mal-adminis- 
tration  ffenerally,  but  particularly  in  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  State.  By  the  exertions  of  that  party, 
seconded,  he  presumed,  by  the  good  sense  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  of  this  country,  a  great 
revolution  was  effected  in  the  Government  Among 
the  first  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
who  succeeded  in  consequence  of  it,  was  that  of 
holding  the  officers  of  the  (Government  down  to  the 
strict  administration  of  their  duties.  This,  Mr.  R. 
said,  was  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  on  which 
the  old  Republican  party  came  into  power.  He 
did  not  wish  to  revive  party  fieeling  hy  what  he 
should  say;  far  from  it — ^what  he  was  now  speak- 
ing of  was  history.  Mr.  Jefierson — ^he  hoped  it 
was  not  out  of  order  to  name  him — came  into 
power,  recommending,  among  other  reformations 
of  abuse,  a  strict  adherence  to  appropriations.  It 
was  in  the  very  last  night  of  his  political  life,  about 
midnight,  that  that  law,  which  had  just  been 
quoted,  was  put  on  the  statute  book.  I  did  con- 
sider it  at  that  time,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  a  sort  of  death- 
warrant  to  the  principles  upon  which  he  came  into 
power^  so  far  as  they  were  connected  with  that 
provision.  And  how  came  that  law  upon  the  stat- 
ute book?  At  that  time,  he  said,  there  were  two 
great  rivals  for  power  and  interest;  one  of  whom 
might  be  considered  the  ascendant  in  the  Senate, 


and  the  other  not  less  so  here.  That  law^,  Mr.  R. 
sQgg^ted,  was  a  sort  of  furopitiation  from  one  to 
the  other — a  compromise  of  differences  between 
these  two  personages.  I  confess  to  yoa,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  the  whole  progress  of  this  biisiiiess,  since 
the  House  resolved  itsuf  into  a  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  has  struck  me,  being  long  out  of  this  House, 
with  some  astonishment  What !  has  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  voted  this  morning  a^inst  an  appropna- 
tion  of  eight  hundred  dollars  for  a  room  for  the  ust 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  are  we  to  decide 
on  questions  of  great  magnitude,  when  some  of  the 
members  have  left  the  House,  and  some  have  gone 
home  to  spend  their  Christmas  with  their  neigh* 
bors ;  and,  above  all,  on  a  money  bill,  putting  our 
hands  in  me  pockets  of  the  people  1  Mr.  R.  said 
he  did  not  set  himself  up  for  a  censor ;  he  came 
here  to  be. instructed,  not  to  instruct;  but  it  was 
astonishing  to  him  that  matters  of  little  moment 
should  be  contested,  at  least  with  spirit,  when  pab> 
lie  moneys  are  proposed  to  be  votetl  lar^y,  with- 
out discussion.  He  was  willing,  he  said,  to  give 
to  the  navy  all  that  the  navy  reqtiires — to  appro- 
priate the  public  money  where  public  money  was 
necessary — but  he  was  not  willing  to  transact  the 
public  business  in  this  way. 

Mr.. Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions on  points  on  which  he  more  fuHy  enJareed 
on  the  following  day,  as  hereafter  appears.  He 
intimated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Com- 
mittee's rising,  that  members  might  have  an  op- 
portunity to  obtain  such  information  as  thef 
wished  on  this  subject 

Mr.  Mbbcer,  of  Virginia,  said,  before  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  he  wished  to  suggest  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  information  on 
another  point  than  that  which  had  been  referred  to. 
The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  impos- 
ing additional  restraints  on  that  abominable  kind 
of  traffic  which  had  so  long  disgraced  the  eiviiized 
world,  had  been  hailed  as  an  evidence  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  effectually  to  use  its 
efforts  to  suppress  it.  He  was  oUiged  to  believe 
that  nothing  nad  been  yet  done  towards  this  object 
He  did  not  wish  that  we  should  borrow  from  the 
humane  feelings  of  the  world  the  tribute  of  ap- 
plause to  our  generosity,  when  the  Treasury  had 
been  actually  barred  up  against  expenditure  for 
the  object  held  forth  in  the  act  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  at  the  time 
the  law  of  last  session  passed,  the  public  vesseb 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  go  on  fore^  service 
until  they  were  repaired.  It  was  the  verv  act  of 
repairing  and  fitting  out  these  ve^els  whicn  made 
necessary  (he  additional  appropriations  now  asked 
for.  He  said  he  had,  in  private  life,  had  much  to 
do  with  rqnirs  of  vesseb,  and  he  had.inyanably 
found  it  impracticable  to  estimate  accurately  the 
expenditures  until  they  had  been  made.  This  was 
at  least  equally  true  as  to  repairs  of  pubUc  ves- 
sels, d^. 

Mr.  Flotd,  of  Viiginia,  rose  to  sav  that,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  last  Con- 
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gress,  whose  investigations  had  led  to  the  report 
of  the  hill,  which  became  a  law,  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  the  under- 
standing 01  the  committee  was,  that  the  money 
therein  appropriated  was  intended  to  be  applied 
to  the  purpose  of  transporting  to  Africa  persons 
taken  from  slave  ships,  or  illq^dly  introduced  into 
the  country,  and  not  to  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
the  public  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  manner 
designated  in  that  act 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  tiansfers  from  one  head 
of  appropriation  ta another,  of  which  the  situation 
of  the  reporter  enaUed  hun  to  hear  only^  a  part 
It  would  be  obvious  to  the  House,  he  said,  on  a 
little  reflection,  that  one  of  two  things  must  be 
done :  there  must  either  be  allowed  to  some  au- 
thority of  the  country  the  power  of  transferring 
appropriations  from  one  obiect  to  another,  or,  in 
respect  to  all  objects  depending  on  contingencies, 
on  the  fluctuation  of  the  market,  the  appropria- 
tions must  be  made  to  an  amount  mu^  larger 
than  at  the  time  of  makine  them  may  appear  ne- 
cessary. Congress  must,  if  no  power  be  given  to 
transfer  appropriations,  appropriate,  in  all  such 
cases,  not  what  is  necessary  now,  but  what  may 
be  necessary  in  the  greatest  possible  fluctuation  of 
the  market.  To  insist  upon  a  precise  estimate  of 
the  amount  each  branch  of  the  public  service  may 
require  for  a  year  ensuing,  is  to  insist  upon  a  de- 
gree of  accuracy  not  to  be  expected.  If  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  letter  of  appropriations  was  re- 
quired. Congress  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  amount  of  appropriations  for  specific 
objects  larger  than  necessary,  and  of  greater 
amount  than  ought  to  be  placed  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Grovemment  A  proper  jealousy  on  the 
part  of  this  House  to  prevent  the  diversion  of  pub- 
lic money  from  the  otnects  for  which  it  is  appro- 
priated, could  not  but  Be  salutary ;  but  some  power 
of  transferring  appropriations  is  necessary,  and, 
being  necessary,  it  appeared  to  him  the  power  was 
now  as  well  lodgra  as  might  be.  Therefore, 
though  he  had  no  obiection  to  the  Committee's 
rising  to  investigate  other  objects  which  had  been 
brouffht  into  view,  he  saw  no  reason  for  its  rising 
in  what  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  respecting  the 
transfers  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Lowndes  had  induced  him 
a^in  to  rise,  asked,  if  the  necessity  for  the  pro- 
vision in  the  law  o/ 1809  had  been  so  urgent,  how 
had  it  happened  that  Mr.  Jefferson's  administra- 
tion had  gone  on  to  the  end  of  its  eighth  year, 
without  such  a  law  ?  At  the  moment  when  he 
was  about  to  retire  from  office,  the  two  Houses 
had  presented  him  with  a  bill^  clothing  him  with 
a  power  which  he  not  only  did  not  wuh  to  have, 
but  which  he  had  publicly  and  solemnly  said  ought 
not  to  belong  to  any  Executive.  It  would  have 
been  highly  proper  m  him  to  have  refused  his  sig- 
nature to  tnat  act  But  miffht  it  not  be  supposed 
that,  at  the  last  moment  of  his  political  service, 
when  he  would  have  been  more  than  human  had 
he  not  been  agitated  by  a  variety  of  passions,  the 
provision  in  question  had  escaped  even  his  seen 


sight?  Mr.  R.  again  referred  to  the  origin  of  the 
law  of  3d  March,  1809.  It  would  be  recollected, 
he  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  during 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  exercised  the  powers  of  Presi- 
dent, he  had  recommended  the  disposition  of  the 
surplusses  of  revenue  upon*  certain  objects  of  great 

{mblic  interest.  So  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
ated  to  that  subject,  was  referred  (said  Mr.  R.)  to 
a  committee,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  and  the 
ill  fortune  to  be  chairman.  It  will  be  evident  to 
every  one  who  hears  me,  that  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  which  would  remain  in  the  Treasury  must 
depend  on  the  amount  of  ^penditures  to  be  au- 
thorized. To  ascertain  the  amount  of  these  ex- 
penditures, before  the  several  appropriation  bills 
were  passed*  was  beyond  the  financial  talents  even 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  But,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  disagreement  to  which  he  had 
alluded  when  up  before,  which  extended  itself  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Confess,  the  navy  appropria- 
tion bill  did  not  pass  until  near  (if  not  after)  mid- 
night on  the  last  niffht  of  the  session.  Here,  then, 
was  a  committee  charged  with  saying  what  sur- 
plus would  remain  unexpended  in  the  Treasury, 
when  so  large  an  item  as  the  amount  to  be  appro- 
priated for  ute  service  of  the  navy  was  unascer- 
tained. That  committee  met,  prepared  a  report, 
and  were  ready  to  make  it  when  that  bill  should 
pass.  But  they  could  not  make  it,  for  the  circum- 
stance already  stated ;  and  they  labored  under  the 
censure  of  not  having  made  a  report,  when  it  was 
impossible  that  they  could  have  made  one.  One 
word  more,  Mr.  R.  said^  and  he  had  done.  He 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  these  words-~sur- 
plus  fund  and  balance  of  appropriation — should 
lead  some  of  us  into  a  mistake.  A  balance  of  ap- 
propriation was  one  thins,  and  a  balance  of  money 
was  another.  It  was  a  oalance  of  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  but  it  was  oyno  means 
certain  that  it  was,  and  it  seldom  was,  a  balance 
of  money. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  16th  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3, 1795,  was  read,  viz : 

*«  8ic.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  re- 
gard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  unex- 
pended, upon  any  appropriation  other  than  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt ;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  npoui  and  reimbursement,  according 
to  contract,  of  any  loan  or  loans  made  on  account  of 
the  United  States ;  for  the  purpose  of  the  sinking 
fand ;  or  for  a  purpose,  in  respect  to  which  a  longer 
duration  is  ipecially  assigned  by  law,  for  more  than 
two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in 
which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passed, 
such  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceaFsd 
and  been  determined ;  and  the  sum  so  unexpended 
shall  be  earned  to  an  account  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  denominated  *  the  surplus  fund.' " 

The  Committee  now  rose,  rq>orted  progress,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again ;  and  the  House  adjourned 
to  Monday  next. 

MoNOAY,  December  27. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Louisiana,  Tro8 
BuTLBR,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
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Mr.  Met  OB  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating 
that  Tery  injurious  consequences  are  resulting  to 
the  commerce  and  shipping  interest  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  discriminating  duties  lately  estab- 
lished in  France  on  the  stame  products  of  this 
country,  and  praying^ that  a  neavy  tonnage  duty 
may  be  imposed  on  French  shipping  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  or  that  such  other  counter- 
Tailing  measures  may  be  adopted  as,  in  the  wis- 
dom or  Congress,  may  be  adequate  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  the  U  nited 
States Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Meios  presented  another  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  citv  of  New  York, 
praying  that  a  uniform  system  of  oankruptcy  mav 
oe  established  throughout  the  United  States :  whicn 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wnole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Meios  also  presented  a  memonal  of  the 
American  Society,  of  the  citj  of  New  York,  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures. 

Mr.  Case  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Maclay  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  which  memorials  respectively  pray,  that  fur- 
ther measures  mav  be  adopted  for  the  security  and 
encouragement  ot  the  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
8.  Uffington,  manufacturer  of  umbrellas  and  para- 
sols, praying  that  the  duties  imposed  on  imported 
umbrellas  and  parasols,  and  materials  for  their 
construction,  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  afford  more 
efficient  potection  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of 
those  articles; 

Ordered^  That  the  said  memorials  and  petition 
be  refenred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  that  a  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  public  lands  may  be  extended  to  certain  settlers 
on  the  said  lands  within  that  Stale. 

Mr.  MoLban  also  presented  ano^er  petiticm  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  IJhnois,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  thirty-six  sections  of  wood  land 
for  the  use  of  a  Saline  lately  discovered  on  the 
waters  of  Bond  Creek,  in  said  State.-^Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SmitB;  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  liugh  McCuUough,  of  North 
Carolina.     . 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
report  be  so  amended  as  to  resolve  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  is  reasonabley  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  with  the 
additional  order,  moved  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  saine  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tW  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  «nd  the 


bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  d 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  which  was  read ;  irhen  Mr. 
H.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Clement 
B.  Penrose ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-^notrow. 

Mr.  Hendricks  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  B.  C.  Lucas;  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  H.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
John  B.  U.  Lucas;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  last  mentkcned. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  9th  instant  for  the  purpose,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the  tourth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhaibitants  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commilted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Aflbirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Rebecca  C.  Appling,  made  a  report  there> 
on,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativeB  of  Colond 
Daniel  Applingand  others ;  which  was  read  twiee> 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to-monrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

liMO^Mci,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lav  before  this  House  a  statement,  ahowing  the 
whole  amount  of  money  that  has  been  expended 
by  the  Oeneial  Government  on  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York ; 
also,  the  number  of  Cadets  that  have  been  educated 
there  from  each  State,  District,  or  Territory,  wad 
their  names ;  also,  an  estimate  of  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  said  institation  for  eacb 
of  the  next  succeedmg  three  years. 

The  Speaker  jnresented  a  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee on  behalr  of  the  Cadets  in  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  complaining  of  manifdd 
acts  of  tyranny  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  the 
Superintendent  of  that  Academy,  and  praymg  that 
an  mquiry  may  be  had  i^to  its  state,  maaageBaent, 
laws,  regulations,  and  transactions,  and  such  mea- 
sures adopted  as  will  tend  to  remedy  the  evils  and 
abuses  set  forth  in  their  mcmoiiaL — ^Refenred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stores,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  tyananit  to  thi& 
House  a  statement  of  all  the  balaDces  of  moneys, 
unexpended  on  the  l^th  day  of  Deoember,  1819, 
remaining  in  the  Treasurer's  han<b,  as  a|[ent  of 
Uie  War  Department;,  designating  therein  the 
various  heads  of  appropriation,  $ad  the  balance  of 
moneys  remaining  unexpended  andercach  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stores,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Na?y  Department  was  directed  to  tansmit  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  all  the  balances  of  moneys, 
unexpended  on  the  S7th  day  of  December,  1819, 
remaining  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  of 
the  Navy  Department;  designadng  th^ein  the 
various  heads  of  appropriation^  and  the  balaace 
of  moneys  remaining  unexpended  under  each  of 
them. 
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EariMATE  OF  PVBUC  EXPENSES. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secreliry  of  the  TreaanTV,  traLDsmiltiiis 
an  estimate  of  moneys  proposed  to  beappropriaied 
fbr  the  serrice  of  ttie  year  1820 ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Tbiiidbt  DiriBTMsKT,  Dee.  23,  1819. 
Sib;  I  haTs  tbe  honor  Ui  tiantmil,  bsrawilh,  br 
the  informalioa  of  Ilia  Honia  of  RaprMcntatiTai,  an 
eidnikts  of  the  ■ppni))iialioDi  prt^Kwed  /or  tha  jeu 
1820,  unonntiQi  to.  la: 
Cin]  lilt,  miuellaneoui  md  fbrciga 

inleteotirw ¥3,104,663  63 

Mtlitiry  DcpaitmBnt,mcladiiiK  Indian 
departmsat,  and  iBTolDlibnary  and 
military  pcnnoni  ■        -        ■        -     10,391,891  83 
Xavy  Department,  indnding  marine 
coipa 2,709,028  79 


To  which  add  pumani 
Siofcing  Fnnd  • 
Oradnal  inewaia  af  the  WaTj   - 
AimiBf  nuhtia        ... 
Indian  annnitiaa       ... 
Alio,  DBTj  drfoit  for  Ikii  year  . 


18.aW,4M  71 

a|^>fa{«iationa,  tii : 

•10,000.000  00 
1,000,000  00 


11,660,786  00 

The  fundi  Irom  wbick  Iha  apprapnationi  lot  Iha 
;c»r  1830  ma;  be  dicdiarged  are  iKe  iollowing,  lit: 

1.  Tbe  (am  of  MX  hundred  thoniand  doUan,  annu- 
attj  reiirrcd  by  tba  neli  of  lbs  lib  of  Anguit,  ITOO, 
onl  of  thi  daliei  and  cnitomi,  towanli  tbe  eipeniei 
of  the  GoTemment 

3.  The  mrploi  which  mij  remiin  of  the  Toatom* 
and  intamal  dqtiei,  after  lalBi^ing  tbe  lami  fbrwhicb 
tbey  are  ptedgtd  and  appropiiatad. 

3.  Any  Mher  tnai^rr--'  -   ■-   - 
in  tbe  Tnmvrj  dBring 

1  have  the  bonar  to  be,  lery  reipaetnill;,  jotu  obe- 
dient auvant. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Tbe  Hod.  Stmbbb 

of  the  Hoate  of  Jtepruettative*. 

TBBiniBT  Dbtabtvixt, 
Be^o-'s  Offla,  Dtetmber  81,  I»10. 
Sib  :  I  bat«  the  honor  to  tranMnit,  heitwlth,  tbe 
general  eatimate  of  ippropriitima  fbr  ibe  wrriee  of 
die  year  1830,  lii : 
Civil  departntetrt        ^91,090,833  SO 
SobmiMDna  Ibr  do.    .        18,100  00 


Total  BOiaant,  including 


nor  (0  be,  lir,  your  d 
JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Rtgitter. 


SHTttary  of  the  Tnattry. 
DISTBIUT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  Wbitmjln,  of  HaEHchusetii,  oScred   for 
cmuidetatioa  the  foUowtng  reaolution: 

Reaatoed,  That  the  Cunmitte*  on  the  DiMnot  of 
Colombia  be  directed  to  iaqnire  inW  tbe  ezpedicBcy 
of  eitabli^Bg  a  Territoriai  goremaent  br  tbe  Diitrisl 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WbitHah  nid  that,  on  [westDtiDg  this  re- 
BolntioD,  he  deemed  it  proper  to  ofier  a  fbw  ronuKks. 
The  subject,  said  he,  hai  heretofore  been  recom- 
mended to  cne  consideration  of  Congreu  by  the 
Biecaiive;  and  the  older  we  grow  tbe  more  sensi- 


ble shall  we  become  of  the  necessity  of  uloptiiw 

'""is  course.    We  cannot  much  longer  be  expected 

derote  much  of  our  time  to  the  minor  afiiirs  o' 


this  little  Districi.  Congress  cannot  have  more 
time  than  will  necessarily  be  required  for  thefrreat 
afbirs  of  the  nation.  Bewles,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
there  isgrent  abHirdityinour  leEislating  for  a  peo- 
ple, of  whom,  and  of  whose  affitits,  not  one  of  ui 
have  nay  particular  knowledge.  We  are,  as  it 
were,  assembled  from  a  Ibreitni  country^  as  respects 
the  state  of  things  in  the  Dialrict  of  Columbia. 


Btanilhig  committee  on  the  aflkirs  of  thia  DiMrici. 
This  committee,  oecasionally,  at  the  instigation  of 
some  one  man  or  set  of  men,  within  the  District, 
hring  forward  bllli.  If  no  one  of  tbe  coumttlee 
ol^ecl^  to  tbem,  howerer  lengthy  or  complicated  in 
their  nature,  ther  pase  wi  tutntio.  No  one,  out  of 
die  commillee,  knows  any  thing  of  tbe  subject- 
matter  of  them  of  of  their  bearings. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  people  in  this  District 
hare  been  governed  for  nearlv  twenty  years,  with- 
out' having  a  single  7oice  in  the  enactment  of  their 
laws.    If  ihey  possess  the  sensibility,  which  we 
mwt  believe  ihey  do,  in  oommon  with  the  reat  of 
their  fellow^citizens,  as  to  the  right  of  self^vem- 
ment,  we  cannot  long  expect  them  to  be  easy  aad 
saHsfied  in  such  a  situation.    The  citizens  of  this 
District  are  surely  not  less  intelligent,  and  hare 
'.  leas  of  tbe  spirit  of  men  and  of  freemen,  than 
o  be  found  in  every  similar  body  of  the  United 
ites. 

The  aflkirs  of  the  District  require  ranch  of  le- 
lation.  The  laws  at  fAreseht,  in  it,  are  in  the 
St  perplexed  condition.  On  the  Virginia  aide 
the  Potomac  they  have  the  common  law,  the 
tau;  law  of  Virginia,  and  tbe  acts  of  CongiMs 
de  for  the  Distnet,  all  io  a  oonflued  mass.  And 
this  side  of  the  river  thev  have  the  itatateaof 
iryland,  mixed  up  with  the  common  law,  and 
statutes  made  for  the  Distriot.   Snch  a  jtxnNe 


795 


HorR. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Diilrkt  0/ 


796 


Dbcembbb,  1819. 


of  laws  never  before  governed  any  one  sach  dk- 
trict  of  country.  To  bring  order  out  of  such  a 
chaos,  the  best  talents  and  the  longest  acquaint- 
ance with  the  actual  state  of  thines  is  indispensa- 
ble, ft  is  impossible  that  any  member  of  Congress, 
and  much  less  can  it  be  that  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  Congress,  can  be  adequate  to  such  a  task. 

This  District  of  Columbia  (said  Mr.  W.)  is,  in 
every  point  of  view,  the  most  interesting  of  any 
equal  portion  of  the  Union.  Here  are  to  be  as- 
sembled all  the  most  distinguished  men  of  our 
country,  at  the  head  of  our  affairs.  Here  is  to  be, 
for  many  years,  at  least,  and,  I  could  hope,  forever, 
the  Seat  of  the  National  Government.  Here  ace  to 
be  assembled,  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  the  re> 
presentatives  of  the  people,  who  are  to  reside  here 
tor  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year;  and  here, 
also,  is  the  fairest  portion  of  the '  property  of  the 
Union.  The  prosperity  of  this  District,  then,  must 
be  near  to  the  neart  of  every  member  of  this  House. 
The  only  question  which  any  one  can  ask  is,  what 
is  the  best  mode  of  promoting  it?  My  opinion  is, 
sir,  that  it  can  onlv  be  done  by  self-ffovemment. 
To  thi&  I  cannot  believe  the  citii^ens  of  the  District 
will  object. 

But^  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  have  another  motive.  I 
do  believe  that  the  people  of  this  District  ought  to 
be  at  some  portion  of  the  expense  of  this  govern- 
ment of  themselves ;  and  that  it  ought  not,  whoUy, 
to  devolve  upon  the  Union  at  large.  They  ought, 
at  least,  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  burdens  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
Gentlemen  are  not,  perhaps,  all  apprized,  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  drawn  upon  for 
every  expenditure  incident  to  the  judiciary  in  this 
District.  That  the  grand  and  petit  jurors  and 
witnesses  on  the  pan  of  Government,  and  the  of- 
ficers attending  court,  and  every  other  contingency, 
is  an  encumbrance  upon  the  Treasury  Department. 
The  sums  that  are  annually  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  in  this  way,  are  by  no  means  inconsid- 
erable. At  this  time,  it  seems  that  a  courthouse 
is  needed — and  this,  too,  it  would  seem,  must  be 
built  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
And  if  the  United  States  are  to  build  it,  the  ex- 
pense, we  may  presume,  if  we  may  judffe  from 
what  has  been,  will  not  fall  short  of  $100,000.  If 
it  were  to  be  built  by  the  county  of  Washington, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  will  undertake  to  say,  it  would  not 
cost  910,000.  The  United  States  haye  already 
erected  a  jail  for  this  county;  and  thei^e,  said  Mr. 
W..  I  should  like  to  stop.  J  for  one  should  still  be 
willing  to  pay  the  salary  of  their  €h>vemoc,  and 
perhaps  of  their  judges. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union,  said  Mr.  W., 
where  such  advantages  are  enjoyed  by  our  citizens 
as  in  this  District.  If  any  of  our  State  govern- 
ments were  about  to  fix  on  a  seat  of  government, 
would  there  be  a  single  town  in  it,  the  inhabitants  or 
which  would  not  willingly  make  great  pecuniary 
sacrifices  to  secure  so  great  a  boon  V  And,  if  that 
would  be  the  case  as  to  a  State  government,  what 
would  any  such  town  say  to  the  proposal  to  estab- 
lish within  it  the  Seatof  Uovernment  of  the  Union? 
The  citizens  of  this  District  derive  infinite  benefit 
frotai  the  constant  issues  from  the  Treasury  here. 


And  they  are  certainly  as  wealthy  and  as  irell  able 
to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  public  burdens  ss 
any  portion  ol  the  Union.  I  hope,  sir,  this  meas- 
ure will  be  adopted,  as  well  for  the  braefit  of  the 
Union  as  for  tne  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  this 
District. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  anderstood 
the  purpose  of  the  resolution  just  ofiered  by  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (of  which,  however, 
he  was  not  sure,  as  he  heard  it  mdistinctly,)  it  was, 
to  create  a  Territorial  government,  indudiDgf  of 
course,  a  legislative  department,  within  the  l>is- 
trict  01  Columbia.  The- gentleman  had  urged,  in 
support  of  his  proposition,  various  considerations 
drawn  from  inconvenience.  Mr.  B.  said,  that  he 
had  in  some  de^ee,  experienced  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  gentleman  had  stated ;  particu- 
larly, as  a  member  of  this  Hous^  he  had  felt  the 
dimculty  of  devoting  to  the  business  of  the  District 
a  due  portion  of  time,  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
attending  to  the  ^;reat  public  concents  of  the  coun- 
try. But,  sir,  said  he,  whatever  may  he  the  incon- 
venience, 1  fear  it  must  be  submitted  to^  at  least 
under  the  present  Constitution.  He  irould  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  chiaseof  the 
Constitution  which  had  reference  to  this  subject: 
^'  Coneress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclusire 

*  le^lation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  dis- 
'  tnct  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  hj 

*  cession  of  particular  States  and  the  acceptance 
^  of  Conj^ress,  become  the  Seat  of  the  Government 

*  of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  said  he,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  the  mere  quotation  of  this  clause 
almost  entirely  supersedes  the  necessity  of  comment 
The  power  to  U^idcUe  is  given  to  (kmgre^^  and,  to 
make  the  grant  more  explicit  and  more  emphatic, 
the  term  exduHve  is  added,  and,  finally,  tn  eul  categ 
v^hdtMoever.  We  ourselves  are  a  created  body ;  to 
us  has  been  ^iven  a  certain  power,  confided  a  cer- 
tain trust:  IS  it  competent  for  us  to  become  the 
creators  of  another  boaVj  to  which  this  power  is  to 
be  given — this  trust  confided  ?  Is  it  competent  for 
any  department  of  any  government,  whether  Fed- 
eral or  State,  to  whicn  certain  political  power  has 
been  delegated,  to  delegate  the  same  power  to 
another  or  subordinate  Iwdy  ?  Would  the  Legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts  or  Vir^nia,  for  exam|de, 
be  able  to  delegate  the  legislative  powers  respec- 
tively granted  to  them,  to  aay  other  body '?  He 
was  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  would  undertake 
to  hold  the  .affirmative.  If  the  gentleman's  propo- 
sition had  only  gone  to  this — ^to  the  establisnmeot 
of  some  suborainate  power,  with  authority  to  digmi 
a  system  of  laws  for  the  District,  subject  to  the 
control  of  Congress,  either  by  approval  or  disap- 
proval, it  would  have  presented  another  question, 
which,  when  it  shall  occur,  may  be  well  worthy 
of  considecaticm.  But  sir,  if  we  adopt  the  reBolu- 
tion  now  offered,  and  establish  an  independent 
Lcigislature,  what  will  be  our  situation?  Rither 
we  should  continue  to  exercise  legislative  power 
over  the  District,  or  we  should  not.  In  the  first 
case  our  legislative  power  would  not  be  exebh 
Hve^  but  ecmewrmU;  in  the  other  part  of  the  alter- 
native, not  only  should  we  not  ex^eise  ezekmt 
kffidoHWf'  bat  another  power,  onknown  to  the 
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Constitution,  would  exercise  exclusive  legislation. 
Under  these  impressions  he  should  TOte  against 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Whitman  said,  he  was  not  conyinced  by 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Barbour,)  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  mear 
sure  His  construction,  said  Mr.  liv .,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, cannot  be  correct.  In  givmff  Congress 
the  ezclusire  power  of  legislating  for  tne  District, 
nothing  more  was  meant  or  intended,  than  to  ffive 
the  sovereign  control  over  it  to  Congp^ess.  We 
have  the  same  power  over  the  territones,  and  no 
other;  and  by  words  of  similar  import — and  yet 
we  have  never  hesitated  to  erect  governments  over 
them.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  would 
prove  too  much.  If  we  are  obliged  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation,  and  cannot  delegate  this  power, 
how  happens  it  that  we  have  created  cities  within 
the  District  and  ^ven  them  legislative  power? 
The  Citv  <¥  Washington  is  constantly  puuishing 
her  legiaative  acts  in  relation  to  the  city.  If  we 
can  delegate  any  portion  of  this  power,  we  can^ 
surely,  delegate  the  whole.  If  we  can  parcel  it 
out  in  detail,  we  can  part  with  it  in  the  gross. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  as  i  am  up.  I  will  just  remark, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  Congress  to  legislate 
for  this  District.  Every  petty  purpose  for'which  an 
act  may  be  necessary,  whether  to  authome  the  as- 
sessment of  a  tax,  to  incorpoiate  a  company,  or  to 
alter  a  name,  application  must  bemade  to  Congress ; 
the  a pplication  be  referred  to  a  committee ;  the  com- 
mittee must  report,  perhaps  by  bill ;  the  report  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  oi  the  Whole,  and  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  day ;  and,  after  discussion 
and  amendment,  reported  to  the  House.  Then,  if 
a  bill,  after  being  read  the  usual  number  of  timed, 
be  engrossed ;  and  then  enrolled  and  passed ;  and 
then  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  must  undergo  the 
same  formalities ;  and  finally,  receive  the  signature 
of  the  President  Besides  these  special  acts,  said 
Mr.  W.,  at  the  last  session  we  had  a  code  of  laws, 
in  a  volume  of  five  or  six  hundred  pagei^  of  a  gen- 
eral nature,  laid  upon  our  tables.  The  highest  law 
authority  in  the  district  had  deemed  aU  theae  ne« 
cessaiy;  and  that  authority  had  agjain  beoi  re- 
quests .to  revise  this  code.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  I 
have  never  yet  been  informed  in  what  manner 
these  laws  are  to  obtain  our  sanction.  Surely  w6 
are  not  to  adopt  the  whole,  in  the  gross,  without 
knowing  any  tnin^  about  them,  and  without  their 
undergoing  any  ofthe  ordinary  forms  necessary  to 
the  passage  of  other  laws.  Such  legislation  would 
be  disgraceful.  And,  if  we  are  to  transcribe  each 
propoaed  act  into  the  form  of  a  bill,  and  then  to 
pass  it  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  whole  time  of  Con- 
gress would  be  aeoessary,  exclusively,  for  many 
years,  for  the  purpose.  Sur^  I  believe  we  have  the 
power  to  rid  ourselves  of  this  business ;  and  I  hope 
we  shall  not  fail  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  ro8&  to  remind  the  House, 
and  particularly  those  gentlemen  who  were  not 
members  of  it  at  the  last  session,  that,  the  subject 
now  before  the  House  being  then  under  considera- 
tton  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  some  {Muns  had 
been  taken  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of 
the  District  on  the  subject.    The  result  of  the  in-  | 


quiry  made  from  the  three  corporations  of  Wash- 
ington, Georgetown,  and  Alexandria,  was  an  unan- 
imous declaration  that  they  were  not  desirous  of 
the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government.  With 
regard  to  the  arguments  of  the  sentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  reply  to  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  on  the  Constitutionality  of  such  a 
measure,  if  the  gentleman  would  examine  it  closely, 
he  would  find  Uiat  they  were  really-arguments  ot 
expediency,  founded  on  the  inconveniences  expe- 
rienced from  the  present  condition  of  the  terri- 
torv. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  and  said  that,  as  he 
considered  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  proposed  making 
a  j^ovitfion  of  some  importance,  at  least  in  a  facSi 
pomt  of  view,  to  the  uovemment,  he  trusted  he 
should  not  be  considered  troublesome,  but  would 
be  indub^ed  by  the  House  whilst  he  offered  those 
views  of  the  subject  which  had  occurred  to  him 
during  the  pro^gress  of  the  debate. 

I  concur,  said  Mr.  C,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barboub,)  in  the  proposition  that 
a  leffisktive  body,  created  by  the  constitution  of 
the  State,  cannot  itself  create  a  subordinate  li^i»- 
lature,  and  impart  thereto  those  powers  of  legisla- 
tion with  which  it  was  itself  clothed.  It  would, 
as  the  gentleman  has  urged,  be  making  the  creature 
equal  to,  and  in  turn  it^f  a  creator. 

But,  sir,  whilst  I  admit  the  correctness  of  this, 
proposition,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the 
gentleman  when  he  supposes  that  it  comes  in  col- 
lision with  the  resolution  now  before  the  House- 
The  resolution  proposes  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  government  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. But,  says  the  gentleman,  the  Constitu- 
tion vests  the  power  of  legislating  for  that  District 
exclusively  in  Congress,  and,  from  the  expressions 
in  that  instrument,  that  power  cannot  be  imparted 
to  a  subordinate  i^islatnre.  Sir,  in  construing 
the  Constitution,  I  bold  it  as  a  correct  principle, 
that  all  its  parts  should  be  taken  together ;  and, 
adopting  this  as  the  true  rule  of  construction.  I 
think  it  will  appear  evident  that  it  was  not  tne 
intention  of  the  convention,  in  using  those  words, 
that  Conffress  ittdf  should  *<  exercise  exclusive 
legislatioxr'  over  the  District ;  but  that  those  ex-- 

Sessions  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  precludinff 
e  sovereign  authority  of  those  States,  from  which 
the  District  might  be  purchased,  from  exercising  it 
thereafWr  over  the  District,  and  thereby  protect  the 
National  Legislature  and  the  various  departments 
of  the  Government  against  the  operation  of  laws 
passed  by  any  other  authority  than  itself,  or  such 
authority  as  would  be  amenable  to  it. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  at.the 
time  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  it  was  intended 
and  expected  to  purchase  this  "  ten  miles  square" 
for  the  seat  of  the  National  Government,  from  one 
or  more  States,  the  boundaries  whereof  were  al- 
ready defined  by  their  own  constitutions  or  char- 
ters, and  whose  sovereignty  was  co-extensive  with 
those  boundaries ;  and  in  order,  therefore,  to  ex- 
clude that  sovereignty,  aAer  such  purchase  by  the 
Federal  €h>vemmen^  it  was  necessary  to  use  ex- 
pressions at  least  as  strong  as  those  that  have  been 
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used*  although  diffieKut  teems  mi^f  have  been 
em)uoyed  to  caavey  the  some  intentioii. 

If  we  will  pursue  the  same  daose  of  the  Consti- 
tution thronciiout,  an  additional  argument  may  be 
dfawn  therenom,  in  supportof  this  position:  '*  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
and  provide  for  the  conmion  defence.''  To  tnake 
all  reffulations  ooncemmg  the  erection  of  forts, 
arsenus,  maguzincsi,  dec,  would  seem,  therefore, 
to  be  implied  in  this  delegation  of  power ;  yet,  be- 
canse  those  posts  murht,  and  necessariljr  wcMild  be, 
within  the  limits  of  sovereign  States,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  ^paranty,  by  the  Constitution,  exclu- 
sive sovereignty  over  such  places  to  the  Federal 
Government  It  was  necessary,  otherwise  the 
State  sovereignties  nuight  interfore  with  the  views 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  relation  to  those 
pUiCes ;  and  hence  we  see  that  Congress  is  author- 
ised, to  ^  exercise  exclusive  legislation"  over  such 
places,  in  express  terms. 

Ana,  sir,  mis  construction  will  appear  the  more 
reasonable  when  we  compare  the  foregoing  im>vi- 
sibos  of  the  Constitution  v^th  that  clause  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  make  all  needfiol 
rules  and  relations  respecting  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true,  sir, 
this  latter  clause  does  not  declare  that  Congress 
shall  have  the  power,  emte^fsefy,  to  make  mose 
needful  rules  and  regulations ;  and  it  was  for  an 
obvious  reason  J  it  was  this,  sir:  That  over  the  ter- 
ritories belongug  to  the  United  States,  widiout 
the  boundary  of  any  particular  State,  there  could 
be  tto  co-existiaff  sovereignty,  the  exclusive  sovei^ 
eignty  alteady  being  vested  in  Congress.  The 
word  eaduiiive  was  therefore  unnecesaary,  because 
there  was  no  other  sovereign  auUiority  to  be  ex- 
eluded.  And  yet  Congress  is  empowered  to  make 
those  needful  rules  and  regulations ;  a  power  which 
Congress  has,  in  part,  invariably  exercised,  through 
the  medium  of  subordinate  legislatures. 

And,  sir,  the  moment  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Federal  Government  became  complete  over  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  very  moment,  by  taking 
all  the  Constitution  together,  it  stood  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  Congress  was  authorized  to  make  all 
needftii  rules  and  regulations  respecting  it.  And, 
ujxm  the  same  principle  that  Territorial  govern- 
ments have  been  established  west  of  ^e  Missis- 
sippi, as  a  needful  rule  and  regulation  respectine 
that  territory.  Congress  may  establish  a  territorial 
government  in  this  Diitrict 

I  contend,  then,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  only  rea- 
son why  the  tenns  in  which  the  powers  of  Con- 
ffress  are  couched,  in  the  one  case,  are  stronger 
man  they  are  in  the  other,  is.  that^  in  the  one  case, 
provision  was  to  be  made  tor  tiansferring  a  pre- 
existing sovereignty  from  the  less  to  the  greater 
sovereign,  and,  in  the  other,  the  greater  was  al- 
ready possessed  of  that  sovereignty.  And  if  in 
the  one  case  Congress  have  authority  to  impart 
legislative  power  to  a  subordinate  legislature,  it 
has  it  equally  in  the  other. 

If  I  have  arrived  fairly  at  this  conclusion,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  would  Uien  remark,  that  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  hi^ 


in  my  estimation,  fully  demonstnted  the  expe- 
diency of  exereising  that  povrer.  For,  said  Mr. 
C,  it  we  may  jud^  from  the  JourDals  of  tht 
House,  we  would  be  lad  to  suppose  that  near  one- 
tenth  of  the  time  of  Congress  was  ^pent  in  legis- 
lating for  this  District;  imd,  if  this  be  true,  sir,  it 
is  certainly  expending  too  much  of  tlie  national 
treasure  in  legislating  for  so  small  a  portioD  of  our 
country^  Economy,  therefore,  seems  to  demand 
the  adoption  of  this  measure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  mgreang  to 
Mr.  WaiTMAif 's  motion,  and  decided  m  d^  neg- 
ative  by  a  close  division. 


TofiBDAY,  December  28. 

Mr.  Mabom  presented  a  petition  of  a  MpmnituH^ 
of  delegates  appointed  by  persons  en^pgei  in  va- 
rious manufacturing  establishments  m  the  State 
of  Mateachusetts ;  respeetivdy  praying  that  fur^ 
ther  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  seenrity  and 
protection  of  the  manufiteturing  estUiiiafaBients  of 
&e  oottntry..-^&eferred  to  the  Commktee  on  Maa- 
ufactares. 

Mr.  HASAan  pi^eated  amemortal  of  sundry 


inhabitants  of  the  Stake  of  Rhode  lalaiML  praying 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  the  prakiutiott  of 
slavfsy  within  the  Territory  of  Miaaoori,  wiien  the 
same  shall  be  erected  into  a  State  government 

Mr.  Ro«aB6  presented  a  simflar  memorial  from 
sundry  inhabttanfts  oi  Northampton  oonaty,  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  SrcAKBR  presented  netitions  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  die  counties  ot  St  Genevieve,  Madi- 
souy  Washington,  Jefferson,  Wayne,  Cane  Girar- 
deau, Lawrence,  and  New  Mkdrid,  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  praying  that  the  said  Territotr  maf 
be  divided  in  the  manner  staled  in  the  petition. 

Ordend^  That  the  said  petitions  be  refeiged  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whcde,  to  whach  is  com- 
mitted the  hill  on  that  subject 

Mr*  ARonaa  prcBenled  a  pedtion  of  John  Ad- 
Inm,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  staling  thnt  he 
has  sueeeeded  in  making  wine  of  a  very  superior 
<|ual£ty  from  native  gmpes,  and  praying  the  attcn- 
non  of  Congress  to  the  subject 

Mr.  KntiT  presented  a  petition  of  the  Grnad 
Lod|(e  of  the  Distriot  of  Coimnbia,  piajinff  for  au- 
thority to  raise,  by  lottery,  the  sum  or  mif  dioo- 
sand  doUars,  to  be  applied  in  the  erection  of  a 
Masonic  Hall,  in  tiie  City  of  Washin|[ton« — ^Re- 
fened  to  the  Committee  for  the  Distnet  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mi.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  6am  the 
Committee  of  COaiima,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Bther  Shipley,  adminialrator  of  Thomas 
Buckminstar,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  r^ief ; 
which  was  twice  read  and  connnitled. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo* 
lutionary  Pensions,  to  whom  had  been  referred  an 
inquiry  mto  the  manner  in  which  thepenBion  law 
of  March  18, 1816,  had  been  exeouted,  dsc.,  made 
a  report,  embracing  a  corrsspondence  with  tke 
Secretary  of  War  tqion  the  subject ;  vi^di  was 
read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MEiea,  from  the  select  committee  to  iriiom 
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was  referred  an  inquinr  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  the  New  York  asylum  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb  a  donation  of  public  land,  made  a  report 
thereon,  farorable  to  the  purpose  proposed,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  granting  one  township  or  land  to 
said  institution ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  mesBage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  Toiumes  of  State  Papers,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  ccmcurrence  of  the  House.  The  bill  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brigan- 
tine  Henrick ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Message  was  also  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  a 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings, and  sundry  other  documents,  exhibiting  the 
present  state  of  those  buildings,  and  the  expendi- 
tures thereon  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
September  last ;  which  message  was  read. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretar]^  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mmt,  giving  tibie 
result  of  the  assays  of  sundry  foreign  coins  made 
current  within  the  United  States  by  the  act  of 
April  29th,  1816;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  4 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  topographical 
reports,  made  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practi- 
cability of  unitinff  the  waters  of  Illinois  river  with 
those  of  Lake  Michigan ;  which  was  read,  and 
(Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  by  law  one  or  more  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  tor  perfecting 
titles  for  land  sold  for  direct  tax,  where  the  cdlec- 
tor  is  dead  or  removed  without  having  made  titles 
for  such  land. 

On  motion  of.  Mr:  Williamb,  of  North  Car- 
olina, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  aggrefiAte  amount  of  the 
military  peace  ^tablishment  of  the  United  States 
actually  m  service  for  each  and  every  yevt  since 
the  year  1815,  distinguishing  between  the  number 
oC  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  the  number  of  privates. 

RESTRICTION  OP  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  rose  and  stated,  that 
he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  yeferred  the  resolution  of  the  15th  instant, 
directing  an  in(][uiry  into  the  expediency  of  prohib> 
itine  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States^  to  ask  to  be  discharged  ftom  the 
further  consideraUon  of  the  subject.  Mr.  T.  gave 
as  a  reason  for  his  motion,  that  the  committee  had 
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found  that,  after  a  free  interchange  of  opinions, 
they  could  not,  consistently  with  their  ideas  of  pub- 
lic duty,  come  to  any  conclusion,  or  agree  to  any 
report  which  could  promise  to  unite  in  any  de^ee 
the  conflicting  views  of  the  House  on  this  question. 

The  question  was  taken  on  dischargins  the  com- 
mittee from  the  further  ccmsideration  of  ute  subjeet 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor  then,  as  he  observed,  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  House,  at  a  proper  time  and  ia 
a  distinct  shape,  and  not  with  a  view  to  invite  a 
discussion  on  it  at  this  time,  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

**  Raohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  the  farther  ad* 
mission  of  tiavea  into  the  rerritoriee  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  river  Mississippi." 

'  Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  resolution,  if  its  effect  would  be  nothing  more 
than  was  stated  by  the  mover ;  but  it  surely  ou^ht 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  House  would  pass  with- 
out discussion  a  resolution  expressed  in  terms  such 
as  the  one  before  them.  Before  the  House  should 
agree  to  instruct  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  em- 
bracing a  principle  on  which  there  were  varying 
opinions,  it  would  certainly  discuss  the  preliminary 
question.  He  suc^gested,  therefore,  that  the  phrase- 
ology be  modified  so  as  not  to  express  any  opin^^ 
ion  of  the  House  in  adopting  it.  If  a  committee 
could  not  agree,  as  had  just  b^n  stated,  it  certainly 
could  not  he  expected  that  the  House  would  adopt 
such  a  form  of  expression,  without  debate,  as  should 
indicate  an  agreement  or  opinion  on  this  subject 

Mr.  Taylor  did  not  understand  the  resolution 
in  the  same  way  as  Mr.  Lowndes.  The  House 
could  not  get  at  the  question  unless  it  was  on  a  biU ; 
and,  in  directing  the  ccmimtttee  to  prepare  a  bill, 
he  did  not  intend  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  or  intend  that  the  House  should 
decide  on  the  abstract  question.  Had  such  been 
his  object,  he  would  have  stated  in  the  resolntion 
that  it  was  expedient.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
members,  he  knew  of  none,  who  doubted  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  impose  such  a 
restriction  on  the  Territories,  and  the  only  question 
which  the  bill  could  present,  was  one  of  expediency. 
The  resolution  would  not  commit  any  member  as 
to  the  abstract  question  referred  to. 

Mr.  RhI:a  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  because 
he  considered  it  not  a  very  fair  way  of  coming  at 
the  question.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  exercise 
a  little  of  the  candor  they  talked  about  so  much, 
and  not  endeavor  to  force  the  discussion  on  die 
House  unexpectedly.  The  adoption  of  such  a 
resolution  by  the  House  would  have  the  effect  to 
spread  an  opinion  through  the  country,  that  the 
House  approved  of  the  oil!  they  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  and  that  it  would  become  a  law;  and 
he  wished  no  such  opinion  to  go  forth.  The  res- 
olution was  worded  as  if  the  question  of  expedi- 
ency was  settled,  and  took  every  thing  for  granted. 
This  he  was  opposed  to.  There  was  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  on  that  question;  and  he  would  not 
agree  to  a  resolution  which  should  have  the  appear- 
ance of  admitting  principles  which  had  not  been 
discussed  or  conceded  fairly. 
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Ml.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  sure  themoyer  of 
the  resolution  did  not  wish  to  take  the  House  by 
surprise  t  and,  as  many  members  were  absent,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  press  a  decision  on  the  res- 
^ution  now.  The  proper  course  was  the  usual 
one — to  refer  the  inquury  to  a  committee.  Let 
them  consider  it ;  if  they  should  report  a  bill,  let 
that  bill  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
the  House  would  be  apprized  of  it,  and  would  be 
prepared  to  discuss  and  act  on  it.  He  mored  that 
the  resolution  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  for  the  second 
Monday  in  January ;  because  the  members  had 
been  prepared  to  anticipate,  on  that  day,  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  in  another  form. 

Mr.  Mbrcer  was  sure,  from  the  first,  that  noth* 
ing  like  compromise  would  srow  out  of  the  adop- 
tion and  reterence  of  the  former  resolution,  be- 
cause one  party  founded  their  opinions,  honestly, 
he  had  no  doubt,  on  what  they  conceired  the 
solemn  oblt^tions  of  justice;  and  the  other  party 
founded  theirs  on  the  solemn  obligations  of  an 
oath.  As  respected  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  second  Monday  in 
January,  and  it  was  considered  settled  that  it 
would  not  come  up  before.  It  was,  therefore,  im- 
proper to  take  up  the  discussion  now,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  many  members,  who  had  left  here  in 
confidence  that  the  subject  would  not  be  discussed 
until  a  fixed  day;  and  in  a  way,  too,  which  would 
commit  the  House  on  the  question.  Whenever  a 
member  wished  to  bring  in  a  bill,  he  always  gave 
notice^  and  was  required  to  do  so ;  because  a  sol- 
emn character  was  given  to  a  subject  when  once 
entertained  by  the  House,  and  it  was  considered 
fair  to  give  notice.  Mr.  M.  observed  that  his  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution  grew  out  of  no  hostility 
to  its  object.  When  the  question  proposed  should 
come  fairly  before  the  Houses  he  should  support 
the  proposition.  Standing  here  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  should 
record  his  vote  against  sufierinff  the  dark  cloud  of 
calamity,  which  now  darkened  his  country,  from 
rolling  on  beyond  the  peaceful  shores  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

liir.  Taylor  rose  again  to  say  that  the  discus- 
sion could  not  come  up  withont  abundant  notice. 
The  bill  would  take  its  course  at  the  foot  of  the 
oprders,  when  reported,  and  would  come  up  in  its 
turn.  The  efiect  of  Mr.  Smith's  motion  would 
be  to  discuss  the  subject  twice — ^first,  on  the  reso- 
lution, in  Committee  of  the  Whcde,  and  then  on 
the  btU  itseli*.  The  discussion  of  the  resolution  he 
conceived  was  superfluous — ^the  question  could  be 
fully  debated  on  tne  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  certainlv  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  the  resolution  could  be  adopted  with- 
out discussing  the  whole  merits  of  the  subject,  in- 
asmuch as  the  resolution  called  on  the  House  to 
sanction  what  there  was  a  difierence  of  opinion 
on.  If  the  question  was  taken  now,  it  would  be 
taking  advantage  of  the  absent  members. 

Mr.  HoLMBs,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  a^ree 
with  the  mover  of  this  resolution.  It  propose  to 
instruct  a^  committee  to  brin^  in  a  bill  for  a  par* 
ticular  object    Thb  proposition  tested  the  opinion  I 


of  the  House  on  the  measure;  because,  if  he  voted 
for  instructing  a  committee  for  any  obiect,  it  wooU 
be  expected  of  him  to  vote  for  the  billy  when  it 
shoula  be  reported,  pursuant  to  the  instnictioD— 
unless  he  wisned  to  be  thought  inconsbtent.  To 
vote  for  the  instruction  w<Hild  certainly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  pledge  to  support  the  object  of  the 
bilL  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  wh^er  he 
would  vote  for  such  a  bill  as  the  one  proposed  of 
not — ^he  inclined  to  think  he  should  not.  But  he 
was  satisfied  of  one  thing,  and  that  wa&  that  this 
question  was  Very  different  from  that  oi  the  Mis- 
souri bill;  and  he  thought  that  bill  oiulit  to  be 
first  acted  on — ^it  had  been  once  already  wcussed, 
and  had  nrioritv  of  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House.  Mr.  II.  observed  tiiat,  whatever  he  might 
think  about  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  he  could  entertain  no  douU  on 
the  other  Question.  His  mind  was  fully  made  up 
and  settled  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  inhibit 
a  State  in  this  particular.  The  Constitution  of 
the  country,  the  treaty  of  cession,  settled  his  ojan- 
ion  on  this  question,  and  forbade  him  to  hesitate  in 
declaring  that  Confess  had  no  power  to  prohibit 
the  exercise  of  thas  privilege  by  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  observations,  the  object  of  which  was  to  show 
that  a  vote-  in  /avor  of  this  resolution  pledged 
neither  the  House,  nor  the  members  individua&y, 
to  vote  for  any  bill  which  should  be  reported  in 
pursuance  of  it,  if  adopted. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  he  had  not  contended  that  a 
vote  for  the  resolution  would  absolutely  bind  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  the  bill ;  because  they  had  a  right 
to  be  inconsistent  if  they  chose.  If  they  were 
consistent,  however,  they  would  not  vote  for  the 
resolution  if  they  did  not  intend  also  to  vote  for 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
question,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  a  vote 
of  83  to  62. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONa 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair) 
on  the  bill  makiM  certain  further  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  IJnitea  8tate& 

[When  this  subject  was  before  the  House  on 
Thursday  last,  some  discussion  took  place  on  the 
subject  of  transfers  of  aj^ropriations  from  one  head 
of  expenditure  to  another,  which  Mr.  Storbs 
commenced,  and  in  which  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary* 
land,  Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Mercbb,  took  part 
When  that  discussion  was  adjourned,  it  was  wit)i 
the  understanding  that,  on  the  subject  being  re- 
sumed, the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  com- 
municate to  the  House  such  information  on  the 
subject  as  might  be  obtained  by  application  to  the 
proper  Departments.} 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  course 
which  the  discussion  had  taken  on  a  former  day, 
on  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  would  make 
it  necessary  for  him  to  travel  back  into  oar  laws, 
and  the  proceedings  under  them,  and  would  plead 
lus  apology  for  the  time  that  he  should  be  under 
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the  ueceteity  of  occupying^.  Inquiry,  said  he,  was 
made  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  the  act  of  1795, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  officers 
tinder  the  act  of  1^9,  and  doubts  seem  to  hare 
been  ^tertained  that  the  first  had  been  evaded, 
and  the  last  executed  on  improper  principles. 

An  act  passed  in  1795,  commonly  called  the 
Sinking  Fund,  it^  object  the  gradual  payment  of 
the  micional  debt,  into  which  was  gathered  every 
item' thai  could  he  spared.  Among  others  it  was 
enacted,  "  Thaft  any  sum  unexpended,  of  any  ap- 

*  propriation,  for  more  than  two  years  after  the 

*  date  of  the  apvpropriation,  should  pass  to  an  ac- 
'  count  to  be  called  the  Surphis  Fund,"  and  thus 
form  a  part  of  the  Sinking  Fund.    At  that  period 
there  was  no  Navy  Department.    The  Secretary 
<)f  War  way  tested,  by  tne  act  of  1789,  with  pow- 
ers to  miperinftend  naval  afiairs.     All  moneys  re- 
quired for  either  the  army  or  navy,  however  tnfiing, 
were  drawn  by  warrants  direct  on  the  Treasury. 
This  mode  was  found  extremely  inconvenient  and 
troublesome  to  the  departments.    On  the  90th  of 
April,  1798,  an  act  passed  erectinir  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  on  the  16th  of  July,  of  the  same 
year,  a  law  passed,  "that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
'  United  States  shall  disburse  all  such  money  as 
*  shall  have  been  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  army 
^  or  navy."    The  Treasurer  of  tiie  United  States 
thus  tecanie  the  treasurer,  or  banker,  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments.    The  heads  of  each  drew 
from  the  Treasury  in  large  sums,  and  deposited 
them  with  their  treasurer,  on  whom  they  drew 
warrants  as  the  wants  of  the  departments  required. 
Prior  tor  the  act  of  July,  1798,  all  tinexpended  bal- 
ances in  the  Treasury  were  carried  to  the  Surplus 
Fund ;  subsequent  to  that  act,  the  money  is  drawn 
into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the 
army  and  navy.  •  Although  there  have  been  unex- 
pended balances,  they  have  not  been  considered  such 
as  the  law  contemplated  to  be  carried  to  the  '^Sur- 
plus Fimd."  And  such  has  been  the miiform practice 
under  those  several  acts;  all  unexpeiided  uilances 
m  the  Treasury  Department  go,  after  two  year^ 
to  the  ''Surplus  Fund;"  those  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  War  and'  Navy  Departments  do 
Hot — they  are  applied  as  wanted  for  the  public 
service. 

Durine  the  admiiiistratioo  of  General  Washing- 
ton and  Mr.  Adtms,  a  gross  sum  was  applied,  by 
the  appropriation  law,  for  the  army  and  navy^  to 
be  disbursed  on  certain  specific  objects.  The  whole 
amocmt  w^s  considlered  as  applicable  to  all  or  any 
of  the  specific  items ;  so  that^  if  there  was  too  much 
allowea  for  one  of  the  objects,  the  officers  were 
authorfeed  to  apply  the  surplus  to  meet  any  defi- 
ciency that  mizttt  arbe  in  others.  That  moae  was 
not  approved  ty  Mr.  Jcfierson ;  and,  in  his  inau- 
gural speech,  Ifiind  the  following  recommendation, 
to  wit: 

<*  In  our  care  of  the  public  coniribotioDi  intrusted  to 
our  discretion,  it  woula  be  prudent  to  multiply  barrieri 
against  their  dktipatioQ,  by  appropriating  specific  eumi 
to  every  specific  purpose  susceptible  of  definition,  by 
fallowing  all  applications  of  money,  varying  from  the 
appropriation  in  object,  or  transcending  it  in  amount, 
by  redv«iftff  the  iindefiiiea  flsM  of  ooiitiagweifs,  and 


thereby  circttmscribiDg  diserettonary  powers  over 
ney,  and  by  bringing  back  to  a  single  department  all 
aoeoantabtlities  ibr  money,  where  the  examination 
may  be  prompt,  efficacious,  and  uniform." 

I  had  tdways  believed  that  a  law  had  inunedi- 
ately  passed  to  carry  into  execution  those  laws.  I 
can  find  no  s^ich  law.  '  There,  however,  is  a  dil^ 
ference  in  the  caption  of  the  appropriation  laws, 
passed  thereafter,  which,  with  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Jefierson^  operated  so  as  that,  ever  after, 
the  officers  considered  themselves  bound  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  amount  appropriated  to  each  specific  ob- 
ject in  the  law.  Tliis  new  mode  was  beautiful  in 
theory,  but  was  attended  with  great  inconvenienoe 
and  public  injury  in  practice.  No  ^timate  can 
provide  for  unforeseen  occurrences.  No  man,  when 
he  undertakes  repairs  to  a  ship,  can  estimate  what 
they  will  cost.  The  aonseouenee  was,  that  Con- 
gress had  occasion  to  pass  laws  like  the  present 
to  provide  for  deficiencies.  The  President  had 
under  his  particular  care  the  expenditures  on  the 
public  buildings,  and  with  all  his  care  exceeded  the 
appropriation,  in  four  items  of  speoificaticm,  to  the 
amount  of  $102,000;  to  remedy  which  excess  of 
expenditure  Congress  passed  ftn  act,  dated  April 
26, 1806.  The  inconveniences  of  this  system  were 
felt,  and  became  subiects  of  conversation.  To 
remedy  them  Mr.  HiUhouse  did,  on  the  13th  of 
Pebniary,  1809,  introduce  into  the  Senate  a  reso- 
lution, "that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasfiry,  War,  and  Navy^"  and  a  committee  com- 
posed or  Messrs.  Qiles,  HiUhouse,  and  Crawford, 
were  elected.  Thus,  then,  the  subject-matter  or 
the  act  of  1809  was  introduced  twenty  days  before 
it  became  ^  law.  The  act  passed  the  Senate  with- 
out opposition ;  it  was  sent  to  the  Honse,  and,  on 
its  fimt  reading,  a  motion  was  made  by  Willis  Al- 
ston to  ^reject,"  (an  extraordinary  motion,^  and 
carricid  almost  bv  acclamation.  An  appropriation 
for  the  army  anu  navy  was  then  on  its  passage  in 
the  House,  to  which  was  tacked  some  sections  for 
the  regiriation  of  the  several  departments)  it  went 
to  the  8«ttat&  who  were  ofiinded  that  sach  sub- 

i'ect8  should  be  connected  with' an  appropriation 
all;  they  struck  them  ou^  and,  by  way  ofamend* 
mcnt,  inserted  their  own  bill  $  the  House  negatived; 
their  amendment;  the  Senate  insisted — the  House 
hisisted — and  eonfiereee  were  appointed :  the  result 
was,  that  the  appropriation  bill  was  separated,  and 
the  act  of  1809  bedame  the  law  of  the  land.  The 
aet  had  been  in  tiansit  twenty  ilays^ad  been  the 
subject  of  con  veiteation-^bttC  whether  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  President  had  been  called  to  its 
provisions  or  not  I  am  uninformed.  That  law 
enacts,  that  all  warrants  shall  specifv  the  item  of 
neciflcation  to  which  the  same  shall  be  charged ; 
that  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  shall  report 
to  Congress  distinct  aceoimts  of  the  application^of 
each  expenditure  under  its  respective  specification ; 
that  the  President  may,  on  the  applicatioB  of  either 
Secretary,  tramfo  the  surplus  of  any  one  specifi- 
cation to  meet  the  deficiencv  in  any  other  report 
to  be  made  to  Congress  of  all  such  transfers;  that 
a  statemQit  of  the  moneys  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  and  Navf 
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Dapartme&tSy  shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  the 
beffuming  of  each  year. 

I  asain  repeat,  that  the  uoiform  practice  under 
those^aws  has  been  to  consider  all  moneys  drawn 
by  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  from  the  Trea> 
sury,  and  deposited  with  their  treasurer,  as  taken 
completely  out  of  the  ponriew  of  the  surplus  fund, 
and,  until  entirely  expended,  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent's  power,  under  tne  act  of  1809,  to  transfer  the 
uncizpended  balances  to  anv  other  object  in  the 
same  department,  for  the  public  service;  in  proof 
whereof,  I  ask  leave  to  submit  three  documents 
which  I  have  obtained,  to  wit :  The  direction  of 
the  Comptroller  for  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, relative  to  their  conduct  under  the  act  of 
1809 ;  remarks  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  and 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treasury.  (The 
Clerk  having  read  those  documents  Mr.  S.  pro- 
ceeded.) I  have  stated  what  has  been  the  uniform 
practice  under  the  acts  of  1795  and  1809;  the  doc- 
uments just  read  fully  confirm  what  I  have  stated. 
Has  the  construction  given  to  those  laws  by  the 
Executive  been  oroneous?  Of  that  every  gentle- 
man will  determine  for  himself  if  it  has.  Congress 
has  bsLd  it  every  year  presented  to  their  view;  it  has 
not  been  kept  a  secret;  a  report  of  thos^  unexpend- 
ed balances,  in  the  army  and  navy,  has  annually 
been  before  every  member,  and  the  statement  print- 
ed, showing  those  items  (which  caused  the  present 
discussion)  as  balances  unexpended  for  the  last 
three  years,  decreasing  annually,  according  as  they 
were  m  part  transferred  to  some  other  object  of 
public  service.  The  whole  subject  has  been  faith- 
fully reported  to  Congress ;  no  objection  having 
been  made,  no  notice  taken.  Congress  did  nega- 
tively sq;>probate  the  constniotion  given  to  the  law. 
At  all  events,  no  censure  can  attach  to  the  present 
head  of  the  Navy  Department.  He  has  conducted 
his  department  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed 
by  the  Comptroller,  and  to  the  practice  which  had 
uniformly  prevailed.  If  another  and  different  con- 
struction be  considered  more  advantageous  to  the 
public  interest,  a  law  to  remedy  must  be  enacted. 
A  remedy  to  pr9vent  transfers  being  made  fro^i 
objects  in  their  nature  permanent,  has  already  beoi 
applied  by  the  act  of  1817^  which  "prohibits  the 
'President  from  transferring  any  appropriation 
'  made  for  fortifications,  arsenab,  armories,  cua^ 
'  torn-houses,  docks,  navy  yards,  or  buildings  of 
'  any  sort,  munitions  of  war,  or  pay  of  the  anny  or 
'  nayy,  to  any  other  object."  I  have,  Mr.  Chair- 
Bian,  taken  a  view  of  all  the  laws  which  apply  to 
the  object  of  the  inquiry  made  on  a  former  day^ 
and,  having  furnished  the  information  required 
from  the  departments,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  the 
bill  under  consideration. 

An  appropriation  is  required,  of  ^75,000,  to  pay 
the  deficiencies  in  the  navy  expenditures  for  the 
year  1819.  The  appropriation  for  the  navy  for 
that  year  was  signed  on  the  16th  of  February. 
The  estimate  had  been  made  on  the  expenses  that 
would  be  necessary  under  the  existing  laws.  The 
deficiency  has  arisen  from  various  causes.  The 
Senate,  being  .infcnrmed  that  the  estimates  for  the 
naval  service  had  not  gone  through  the  corrective 
of  the  navycomHUsskin«r8,appli^  to  them  for  in- 


formation, and,  in  consequence,  reduced  the  amouat 
of  some  of  the  items,  increased  others,  and,  gd.  tke 
whole  bill,  made  a  reduction  of  9400,000.  On  the 
3d  March,  at  the  last  hour,  two  bills  passed;  oae 
to  suppress  piracy,  the  other  to  prevent  the  tnde 
in  slaves,  and  directed  the  President  to  employ  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion those  highly  important  laws ;  but  the  framen 
supplied  no  means,  made  no  appropriatioii,  to  ea- 
able  the  President  to  fit,  arm,  and  man  the  vessels 
intended  for  that  service.  There  were^  then,  no 
means  in  his  power,  except  those  tmder  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  of  loth  February,  and  Uiey 
have  (as  nmst  have  beoi  foreseen)  proved  inade- 
quate. In  the  merchant  service  the  rule  is, "  hnak 
your  owners  rather  than  break  your  ordcR.'*  This 
rule  might  be  very  dangerous  in  Gioreraments. 
The  President  obeyed  the  laws,  no  doubt  under  a 
well-founded  confidence  that  Congress  would  ap- 
propriate the  money  necessary  to  carry  into  eSect 
their  own  acts.  He  might  have  declined,  and  have 
told  us,  you  made  no  aj^ropriations,  and,  there- 
fore, I  have  done  nothing  towards  carrying  into 
effect  those  two  important  laws.  He  has  acted  a 
more  magnanimous  part,  and  has  assumed  a  re- 
sponsibility. In  obedience  to  the  law,  he  put  into 
commission  the  Constellation,  Enterprize,  three 
schocmers,  and  two  gunboats,  and  he  lias  caos^ 
to  be  repaired  and  r^y  for  service  the  Cyane; 
that  vessel  was  taken  from  the  British,  was  very 
rotten,  and  has  cost  nearly  as  much  as  a  new  yes- 
sel.  He  also  has  employed  the  Hornet  (not  con- 
templated in  the  estimate^  in  going  to  and  from 
Spam,  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty.  In  additioa 
to  those  expenses,  he  has  caused  tfa^  Columbus  to 
be  prepared  for  sea;  he  has  prepared  masts  and 
spars  at  the  different  navy  yards  to  be  ready  io 
case  of  accidents ;  he  has  sent  stores  for  six  months, 
and  2,000  barrels  of  provision,  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  and  bills  to  an  unusual  amount  have  been 
drawn  by  Commodore  Stewart  and  the  navy 
agents  on  our  bankers  in  London,  who  are  acta- 
aUy  in  advance  for  the  Navy  Dqiartment  ^06,000, 
for  which  we  are  now  paying  interest — ^an  advance 
that  they  never  ought  to  be  sui{|ect  to,  and  which 
has  arisen  from  the  funds  having  been  diverted  to 
carry  into  effect  the  two  laws  aUuded  to. 

I  trust)  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  given  satbfaetorj 
reasons  to  show  that  the  extra  expenditures  in  the 
Navy  D^rtment  have  been  indispensaUe,  and 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that,  having  had  the  honor  to 
ask  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wars 
and  Means  the  explanation  which  the  honoralae 
gentleman  had  furnished  to  the  Houses  he  was 
entitled  to  his  thanks  for  the  information  which 
he  had  given  of  the  constniction  which  had  been 
put  on  tne  law  of  1809.  Having  recently  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  the  mode  in  which  tne  appro- 
priation accounts  were  kept,  he  was  not  surprised 
at  the  nature  of  this  extraordinary  interpretation 
of  the  power  of  transfer  from  one  specinc  appro- 
priation to  another.  He  had  determined  to  hnng 
the  sut^ect  into  notice  at  the  first  opportunitv,  and 
the  information  had  been  asked  that  tkeaouse 
might  be  officially  informed  of  the  extaat  d  the 
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practice  under  the  law  of  1809,  and  that,  after  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  erasion  of  the  law  of  1795, 
the  eril  might  he  corrected.  He  did  not,  howerer, 
expect  to  hear,  and  was  indeed  surprised  to  learn, 
from  the  documents  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  produced  this  morning,  that  repayments 
into  the  Treasury  had  been  carried  back  to  the 
credit,  and  beai  considered  as  increasing  the  funds 
of  the  departments  for  whose  use  the  original  ap- 
propriations had  been  drawn  out.  The  original 
introduction  of  such  a  practice  was  jusUfiml  by 
scarcely  a  semblance  of  authority. 

The  law  of  3d  March^  1795,  prorides  that,  in 
regard  to  all  sums  remamine  unexpended  upon 
any  appropriations,  (except  those  relating  to  the 
puolic  debt,  or  where  a  longer  duration  was  spe- 
cially assigned,)  for  more  than  two  years  after  the 
expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of 
appropriation  shall  hare  passed,  such  appropria- 
tion snail  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  and  been  de- 
termined, and  the  sums  so  unexpended  shall  be 
earned  to  the  surplus  fund.    The  proTiso  to  the 
first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1809,  authorizes 
the  President,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  direct 
that  a  portion  of  the  moneys^  appropriated  for  a 
particiuat  branch  of  expenditures,  be  applied  to 
another  branch  of  expenditurein  the  same  depart- 
ment.    The  chairman  of  the  ccnnmittee  now  in- 
forms us  that  the  practice  has  been,  that  the  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  nary 
are  respectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on  the 
warrant  of  the  neads  of  the  dc^rtments,  and^aced 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
as  agent  for  the  respective  departments  $  that,  when 
once  drawn  out  on  these  warrants,  such  moneys 
are  tio  lonser  coVlsidered  as  in  the  Treasury ;  and, 
although  large  baluices  of  these  appropriations 
may  remain  unexpended  for  any  indefinite  length 
of  tim^  are  deemed  to  be  exempt  from  the  oper- 
ation ot  the  law  of  1795,  but  may  remain  in  the 
Treasurer's  hands  for  years,  subject  to  be  brought 
forward  under  the  power  ot  transfer,  and  collected 
into  a  fVind  for  the  use  of  the  departments,  as  exi* 
gency  or  convenience  may  require.    This  piactiee, 
said  Mr.  S.,  so  far  from  oeing  consistent  with  the 
object  and  etecution  of  the  law  of  1795,  is  directly 
opposed  to  its  manifest  intention  and  spirit.    The 
distinction  between  balances  in  the  Treasury  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  is  totally  unwar- 
ranted by  the  statute.    It  does  not  relate  merely  to 
balances  remaining  undrawn  by  warrant  from  the 
Treasury;  its  terms  are  general  and  unqualified, 
and  include  any  sum  remaining  unexpended^  with- 
out reference  to  its  intermediate  transmission  to 
the  departments,  or  to  any  regulations  which  might 
be  adopted  in  the  mode  of  keeping  the  public  ac- 
counts.   After  two  years,  these  balances  cannot 
be  reached  by  the  power  of  transferrins  appropri- 
ations:  for  tne  letter  of  the  act  expresny  declares 
that  aiter  that  period  such  appropriations  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  ceased  and  determined.    No  such 
appropriations,  therefore,  exist,  on  which  the  power 
ot  transfer  comd  operate.    The  practical  efikct  of 
the  administration  of  the  finances,  under  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  thus  introduced,  has  rendered 
the  law  of  1796  little  else  than  a  deed  letter.    If 


ffentlemen  will  examine,  they  will  find  that,  while 
ror  several  years  past  large  balances  have  been 
Inought  forward  and  expended,  the  product  to  the 
surphis  fund,  from  the  source  of  unexpended  ap* 
propriations,  has  been  scarcely  an  item  of  the  ae- 
count.  The  framer  of  the  law  of  1795  could  never 
have  conceived  its  practical  inutility  by  this  per- 
version of  its  spirit.  So  pertinaciously  has  the 
error  been  persisted  in,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  I  have 
been  informed  that  a  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  a  consultation  with  him  by  one  of 
the  heads  of  department,  relative  to  the  disposition 
of  large  balances,  which  at  one  time  had  accumu- 
lated, answered,  that  he  knew  of  no  method  by 
which  they  could  be  legally  or  regularly  brought 
back  into  the  Treasury^  and  that  the  only  way  in 
which  they  could  be  disposed  of,  was  to  disburse 
the  moneys,  nolm§  voldM,  for  the  uses  of  the  depart* 
raent.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  interfere  and 
check  the  abuses  to  which  such  a  system  tends. 
In  the  hands  of  a  profligate  and  corrupt  adminis- 
tration, (and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  we 
shall  hereafter  be  exempt  from  the  common  lot  of 
nations,)  the  accumulation  of  these  funds  may  en* 
able  th«n  successftdly  to  defy  even  the  power  of 
Congress.  For  oncj  I  will  trust  no  administration 
with  pecuniary  resources  beyond  the  annual  ap- 
propriations voted  by  this  House.  There  are  many 
considerations  which  mi^ht  be  urged,  and  I  hope 
successfully  will  be,  against  the  practice  which  is 
now  developed,  when  tnis  subject  shall  be  brought 
before  us  for  legislation  immediately  in  relation 
to  it. 

Sir,  s^id  Mr.  S«,  although  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  or  Ways  and  Means  has 
disclosed  that  branch  of  our  system  of  puldic  ex- 
penditure which  relates  to  the  power  or  trahsfer, 
yet  there  are  other  subjects  intimately  connected 
with  it  which  deserve  our  attention.  The  only 
clue  which  is  furnished  to  the  House,  by  which 
the  amoimt  of  these  balances  at  any  period  can  be 
discovered,  is  the  account  annually  rendered  by  the 
Heads  of  tne  Departments,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  1809.  But,  as  if,  by  the  most  singular  fatality, 
the  whole  system  was  intended  to  elude  all  our 
vigilance  and  sagacity,  these  balances  are  by  the 
act  directed  to  be  made  up  to  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  each  ye^r.  WhDe  we  appropriate  for 
the  dominical  year,  the  fiscal  year  commences  and 
ends  on  the  30th  oi  September.  The  consequence 
of  this  variance  between  them  is,  that  the  annual 
accounts  of  the  Departments  rendered  to  Congress 
fall  three  months  short  of  the  commencement  of 
the  period  of  appropiations  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  at  the  same  time  extend  back  and  include 
three  months'  disbursements  of  the  appraiNriations 
made  two  years  before  the  rendition  of  the  account. 
If  we  undertake,  therefore,  the  examination  of  the 
account  for  the  fiscal  year  preeedinjg  this  session, 
we  shall  find  tibat  it  includes  the  disburs^nent  of 
the  last  annual  appropriation  during  six  months 
only.  Although  balances  may  appear  to  be  stand- 
ing in  the  books  on  the  30th  oi  September,  it  is 
doubtfhl  whether  any  such  balances  exist  on  the 
1st  January  succeeding — at  least,  the  House  have 
j  no  documents  by  which  it  may  be  determined.    It 
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might  often  bft  higbly^  expedieat  that  the  balances 
of  apprcmriations  of  certain  descriptions^  as  they 
exist  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  should  be 
denoted  from  the  new  appropriations.  The  House 
had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  propriety  of  that 
course.  It  was  indeed  time  that  tne  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means,  in  making  up  their  estimates, 
mignt  be  enabled,  by  diligent  ana  close  inquiry  at 
the  public  offices,  to  determine  with  some  decree 
of  certainty  the  amount  of  deduction  whicn  it 
might  be  prudent  to  make ;  but  the  accounts  should 
be  so  kept  and  rendered,  that  every  member  could 
easily  understand  and  comprehend  the  operations 
and  results  ot'  the  whole  system.  It  should  be 
reduced  at  least  to  such  simplicity,  that  not  only 
the  appropriations  of  one  year  mikht  be  precisely 
compared  with  the  expenditures  of  the  same  year, 
but  that  the  expenditure  under  each  appropriation 
BUffht  be  distinctly  traced.  This  qould  not  oe  done 
so  long  as  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  suc- 
cessive years  were  continually  running  into  each 
other;  much  less  could  the  expenditure  under  the 
appropriations  be  satisfactorily  traced,  while  the 
transfer  of  old  balances  to  the  new  appropriations 
continued  to  increase  the  perplexity.  In  regard 
to  appropriations,  of  a  permanent  character  as  to 
their  objects — such  as  tortifications  or  ajrsenals-r^it 
Bdight  bey  and  properlv  was,  insfiparable  from  their 
execution,  that  the  balances  of  su^ch  appropriations 
should  remain,  and  the  result  woula  necessarily 
be,  that  the  appropriations  woiidd  in  some  measr 
ure  be  cumulative ;  but,  as  to  the  other  appropria- 
tions, not  of  that  description,  a  different  nue  should 
be  adopted.  The  accountability  of  public  agents 
was  more  perfectly  secured  in .  proportion  to  the 
simplicity  of  the  puUic  accounts  and  the  frequencv 
of  settlements. . .  As  the  system  wfis.now  prganizeot 
all  satisfactory  examination  of  the  accounts  seemed 
to  be  denied  to  the  keenest  ,sagapitjr  or  the  mo^t 
penetrating  ingenuity.,.  There  was,, indeed)  oiiie 
document,  which  was  distiibuted.  annually  to  the 
members  of  the  House,  by  which  the  amount  drawn. 
jOrom  the  Treasury  on  warrants  jn  each  year,  mi^ht 
be  detenninedr— he  redlerred  ^q  the  book  of  receipts 
and  expenditures — ^but  even  the  partial  light  fur- 
nished py  this  book  wa^s  of  no  use;  for,  unfoi*tu- 
natdy,  it-  was  distributed  some  two  or  three  years 
after  the  expenditures  had  been  completed.  The 
latest  which  he  had  received,  comprised,  he  be- 
lieved, the  expenditures  of  the  year  1817.  It  might 
have  been  of^  some  aid,  had  it  been  distributed  to 
the  members  of  a  former  Congress ;  but,  to  this,  the 
Abnanac  of  that  year  mifht  have  been  laid  on  our 
tables  with  about  as  mucn  practical  utility. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  S.,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood. 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  system  which  is  now 
developed  neither  originated  nor  was  perfected 
under  the  present  Admmistration.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore.  with  a  view  to  censure  it,  that  I  have  thus 
freely  expressed  my  views.  From  what  source  it 
may  have  sinrung,  from  what  hands  it  may  have 
originated^  or  at  what  period  it  may  have  been  in- 
troduced, IS  perhaps  immaterial  now  to  examine. 
Satisfied  as  the  House  must  be  that. a  reform  is 
imperiously  necessary,  J  hope  that,  after  the  bill 
BOW  before  us  shall  nave  passed,  our  early  atten- 


tion will  be  directed  to  a.  salutary  copsectioi^  and 
revision  of  the  system. 

Mr.  Mebcer  said,  as  the,  remarks  oi  tbej^onor- 
able  chairman  of  tne  Committee  of  W^ys  and 
Means  had  been  evidently  designed  «s  a  leply  to 
the  question  which  he  had  the  honor  of  putting  to 
him  on  a  preceding  day,  it  became  him,  Mr.  M. 
said,  to  address,  on  his  part,  some  explanatory 
observations  to  tne  conumttee. 

It  had  been  no  part  of  his  intention,  Mr.  M.  said, 
to  impute  blame  to  the  £lxecutive  lor  what  had 
been  done  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  but  rather 
to  complain  of  what  had  been  totally  ne^ected,or 
too  long  delayed~-the. execution  .of  t^  act  of  the 
last  Congress  providing  additional  re6tiaiat&  upon 
that  detestable  traffic.  He  had  been  urged  to  make 
this  complaint,  by  the  fact,  which  he  well  knew, 
that  no  squadron,  not  even  an  armed  vesael,  had 
yet  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  although  he  had 
neard  one  of  his  honorable  colleagues  deoiare  it  to 
be  his  intention  .to  move  the  repeal  of  the  act  of 
the  last  Congress  on  account  of  the  ex|»e&se  te 
which  it  had  put  the  nation ;  and  a  clause  in  a  late 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  seemed  to  fur- 
nish some  color  for  such  a  motion.  He  wished^ 
Mr.  M.  said,  to  sustain,  not  to  condenm  the  expen- 
diture, which,  it  now  seemed,  has  been  incurred 
for  this  purpose ;  to  prove  that  it  was  authorized 
by  existing  laws,  and  that,  ifl  in  the  appbcalion  ^ 
the  public  money,  the  .naval  expeoilituie  fer  the 
current  year  has  exceeded  the  genial  appropciatioa 
to  that  instrument  of  national  defence,  such  exeeEn 
is  imputable  to  any  other  branch  of  that  expendi- 
ture, equally  with  that  on.  which  it  has  been  spe- 
cifically charged  in  the  course  of  the  late  debate. 

In  addition  to  the  detailed  history  of  the  origin 
of  this  act,  which  had  been  given  to  the  Hinise  by 
his  honorable^  friend  (Mr.  Fi^ovn)  on  yesterday, 
Mr.  M.said  he  had  not  forgotten,  and  should  ever 
take  pride  in  remembering,  that,  in  the  fiassage  of 
that  act  through  this  Housc^  he  had,  almost  unas- 
sisted, to  encounter  opposition  from  various  quar- 
ters, and  especially  tiom- the.  honorable  member 
who  now  presides  in  this  committee,  (Mr.  NsLeoH,) 
and  from  another  of  his  honorable  coUeaeues. 

The  honorable  member  from  Maryland  nad  said| 
doubtless  with  the  intention  of  embracin|r  him, 
"  that  the  friends  of  this  act  had  their  olyects  in 
view." 

They  were,  sir,  most  palpably  expressed  by  the 
act  itself—to  put  down  tW  detestable  traffic, 
which,  attracting  to  its  support  the  most  profligate 
adventurers  of  our  own  country,  along  with  the 
outcasts  of  the  whole  world,  has  borrowed,  within, 
the  present  year,  the  flags  oi  Porti|gal  and  Spain, 
to  spread  its  ravages  to  an  almosi  unprecedented 
extent 

I  do  yet  complain,  said  Mr.  M.,  that,  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  designated  to  terminate  for  ever 
this  abominable  commerce,  nine  entire  mouths 
have  been  expended  in  inefiectual  efforts  to  fit  out  a 
small  squadron  to  sweep  the  coast  of  Africa  of 
these  violators  of  all  human  rights.  But,  while  I 
do  most  positively  deny  that  a  sufficient,  or,  indeed, 
any  apology  whatspever,  can  be  found  for  this  de- 
lay in  the  mleged  defects  of  the  act  in  quepti<»i,  I 
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do  certainly  contend  that  no  reproach  can  attach 
to  the  Executive  for  the  appropriation  aaade  to  the 
repairs  of  the  squadron  destined  for  this  service. 
u  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  will  allow  me.  I  wiU  furnish 
what  I  deem  a  better  defence  of  tnis  application 
of  the  pablic  monev  than  he  has  himselt  supplied. 

The  act  of  the  last  Congress  placed  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States  at  the  disposal  of  the 
President,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  every  Amer- 
ican vessel  which  might  be  found  engaged  in  the 
African  slave  trade.  It  neither  enlarged  nor  di- 
minished the  general  appropriation  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  The 
act,  passing  as  it  did  with  the  support  of  a  laige 
majority  oi  this  House,  and  the  almost  unanimous 
voice  oi  the  Senate,  certainly  contained  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  President,  to  employ  a  part  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  country  in  the  service  pointed 
out  by  the  act  itself.  But  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is,  under  the  Constitution,  and  inde- 
pendent>of  ourauthoritv,  Ccunmander-in-Chief  of 
the  Navy  as  well  as  ot  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  employ  both  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  We  have  long  had  a  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean:  but  where  is  the  specific  appro- 
priation to  the  maintenance  of  that  sc^uadron? 
Any  excess  of  expenditure,  of  the  description  of 
that  which  has  given  rise  to  .this  debate,  is  as  pro- 
perly chargeable  upon  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
as  on  that  destinea,  as  he  was  happy  to  near,  for 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

If  the  general  naval  appropriations  shall  not  suf- 
fice to  deiray  the  expense  of  both  services ;  if  these 
two  objects  shall  ever  become  rivals  in  the  £lxe- 
eutive  favor,  it  rests  with  the  President,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  whole  Navy,  to  choose 
between  them ;  although  I  coafess  my  total  ina- 
bility to  perceive  why  those  squadrons,  intended 
for  the  north^n  coast  of  Africa,  should  not  scour 
the  western  shore  of  the  continent,  as  well  in  their 
return  home  as  in  their  outward  voyage.  The 
security  of  our  coipmerce,  and  the  honor  of  our 
Navy,  cannot  be  more  efiectually  promoted,  than 
by  the  occasional  display  of  its  nag,  in  achieving 
the  labor  of  humanity,  required  or  it  by  the  last 
Congress.  It  will  evince  to  the  world,  in  this  em- 
ployment, that  our  profession  of  abhorrence  to- 
wards a  traffic  so  long  the  disgrace  of  Europe  and 
America,  is  not  hypocritical — as  cheap  as  it  is 
insincere. 

Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  question  at  least 
the  policy  of  exposing,  for  so  long  a  period,  the 
character  of  our  Navy  to  the  seductive  influence 
of  Italian  skies ;  and  to  remark,  with  some  regret, 
that  the  only  addition  which  it  has  recently  made, 
to  arenown  most  gloriously  earned,  arises  from  in- 
fractions of  our  laws,  and  outrages  upon  those  of 
other  nations.  •' 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  did  not  rise  to 
enter  upon  the  oiner  questions  which  have  grown 
up  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  should  not 
have  risen  at  all,  but  to  vindicate  an  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  the  rep^l  of  which  I  have  heud 
threatened,  and  which  is  yet  and  will  ever  remain 
dear  to  my  heart.    Before  I  resmne  my  seat,  how- 


ever, aUow  me  one  further  remark  on  the  doctrine 
as  it  has  been  recently  explained,  of  specific  appro- 
priations. Its  oriffin  was  contemporaneous  with 
an  efibrt  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  some  of  those 
distinguished  men  who  composed  the  Administrft- 
tions  which  preceded  that  of  Mr.  Jefierson.  An 
inquiry  was,  indeed,  then  instituted  into  the  publi|c 
expenditure^  which  terminated  in  their  complete 
acquittal.  Sir,  this  discussion  brings  to  my  re^ 
membrance  a  venerable  name.  That  of  T.  Pick- 
ering will  hereafter  live  in  the  recollection  of  a 
grateful  country.  And  if  my  honorable  colleague 
seated  near  me  (Mr.  R4ND0LPn)ever  entertained 
feelings  of  hostility  towards  this  statesman,  1  well 
remember  that  he  amply  atoned  for  it,  by  a  coin- 
pliment,  of  which  I  almost  envy  this  great  man ; 
and  of  which  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  re- 
flects greater  honor  upon  the  merit  which  received, 
or  the  justice  and  candor  which  bestowed  it.  I 
had,  indeed^  six,  rather  repose  beneath  a  sixpple 
stone  inscribed  with  this  brief  meiporial,  "  Here 
lies  the  friend  of  Washington,"  than  have  my  poor 
remains  protected  by  the  proudest  monument  that 
ever  attracted  the  admiratipi^,  or  was  bedewed  by 
th/e  tears  of  man. 
After  Mr.  Mebci^b  had  concluded— 7 
Mr.  Clay  rose.  He  said  he  had  entertained'  thle 
hope  that  the  gentleman  froip  New  Xgrjk,  Vho 
had  first  spoken  on  this  subject,  would  have  moved 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  papers,  which  haa  been  laid  on  th($ 
table,  ordered  to  be  printed ;  for,  unquestibnabLy 
they  disclosed  a  state  of  facts  very  contrary  to  aty 
he  h^d  supposed  to  exist,  and  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, demanded  the  interposition  of  the.  Hpuse^ 
Whilst  on  the  subject  of  laying  papers  befor.^  the 
Housew  he  would  remark,  by  the  way,  that  s^  loose; 
ness  of  practice  prevailed,  which  he  re^^tted  to 
see.  An  honoraole  ^ntleman  ixpin  Tennessee, 
the  other  day  did  us  me  favor,  said  He,  to  ri^ad  to 
us  a  communication  which  he  h^d  occasion  to 
make  to  an  officer  of  the  Government  with '  thj^ 
answer  he  had  received;  and  the  House, must  re- 
collect the  monosyllabiqal  replies  to  the  long  inter- 
rc^tories  put  to  him .  To  one  question,  tjjie  axis wer 
is  Yes!  to  another,  No !  and^  again  and  again,  Yes 
and  No ;  and  this  is  the  sort  of  coi|amunicatibn 
laid  before  this  Housefor  if  solemnly. to  legislate 
on.  It  was  proper  to  say,  in  justice  to  that  office];, 
however,  that  he  had  not  probably  contemplated 
the  exhibition  of  the  document  to  the  House-^bnt 
it  was  read ;  and,  to*day.,  the  bonoiabie  gentlezua^ 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  ^a)[Itu)  had  laid  oefore  the 
House  several  documents,  one  of  whi<^h  was  ail 
argument,  without  date  or  name^  for  the  guidance 
of  the  House  in  deciding  a  question  of  great  pubr 
lie  interest.  This,  he  repeated,  was  a  looseness  of 
practice,  which  ought  to  be  corrected.  He  hope4 
the  Committee  would  rise,  that  t)ie  papei;$  mijght 
be  printed,  as  they  disclosed  facts  perfe:ctly  new  to 
him,  and  unexpected.  The  law  of  thie^  land,  he 
said,  required,  m  regard  to  appropriations,,  that 
those  which  remained  imexpenaed  for  twpjean^ 
should  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund, 
and  thus  be  brought  again  within  the  power, of  the 
Legislature.    Was  it  ever  conjtemplaied,  he  a$ke^y 
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by  the  Congress  who  passed  that  law,  or  in  the 
expectation  of  any  member  of  the  House,  that  this 
law  would  be  evaded,  by  withdrawing  the  fund 
from  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  and  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  thus  reserving  to 
a  particular  department,  or  to  the  Executive  branch 
01  the  Grovernment,  the  power  to  apply  this  money 
at  its  pleasure,  within  the  limitation  only  that  it 
be  applied  to  some  object  consonant  to  the  charac- 
ter of  that  for  which  it  was  ori^nallv  appropriated? 
But  was  it  not  more  strange,  if  possible,  that  whilst, 
by  this  transfer  from  the  Treasury  to  tne  Treasurer 
01  the  Fund,  it  was  withdrawn  from  the  former, 
still,  under  another  provision  of  law,  it  is  yet  in 
the  power  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  b^  a 
transfer  is  subjected  to  its  disposal?  By  being 
withdrawn  from  the  Treasury  under  one  statute, 
it  would  have  been  thought  to  have  been  equally 
"taken  out  of  its  reach  under  the  provisions  of  any 
other  statute.  But  this,  it  appeared,  was  not  the 
practice  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  far  from  inti- 
mating, or  thinking,  that  any  serious  abuse  existed, 
except  that  of  the  statute,  which  certainly  ought 
to  be  repealed  or  modified. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  Congress  is,  session  after  session,  reg- 
ularly notified  of  these  transfers.    I  protest  against 
the  conclusion  because  Congress  has  been  silent  on 
the  subject,  they  have  assented  to  the  practice  in 
questbn,  when,  perhaps,  not  ten  members  of  this 
whole  body  knew  of  it.    There  was  one  conclu- 
sion, he  said,  to  which  the  mind  was  drawn  on  the 
subject,  viz :  that  men  should  not  be  too  confident 
of  their  fellow-men  in  their  use  of  power  j  but  they 
should,  on  the  contrary,  be  watchful,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  all-important  points  which  relate  to 
the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation.    With  re- 
spect to  the  practice  which  appeared  to  call  for  the 
reprehension  of  Congress,  Mr.  C.  said  he  knew  of 
no  mode  but  one  for  remedying  the  evil,  which  he 
hoped  the  proper  committee  would  hasten  to  lay 
before  the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  and  that 
was,  to  prohibit  the  practice  for  the  future. 
•  This,  however,  Mr.  C.  continued,  was  not  the 
only  topic  which  he  thoueht  demanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.    He  referred  to  another  practice, 
at  least  equally  worthy  of  reprehension* — the  ex- 
ceeding of^  appropriations;  the  going  beyond  the 
expressed  will  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  the  amount 
of  expenditure.    Had  it  occurred  but  in  a  single 
instance,  he  should  not,  perhaps^  have  taken  notice 
of  it ;  but  there  Was  a  haoit,  arising  under  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  transcending  the  law,  which  called  on 
Congress  to  protest  against  this  abuse  of  power. 
The  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  abuses  to  which  all  his- 
tory shows  us  that  Governments  are  prone,  intend- 
ed to  put  into  the  hands  of  Congress  two  securi- 
ties— ^the  one  the  power  over  the  sword,  the  other 
over  the  purse  of  the  nation.    What  has  become 
of  the  first  of  these  powers,  said  Mr.  C,  let  the 
doctrines  asserted  on  this  floor  at  the  last  session 
attest.    Are  we  to  lose  our  rightful  control  over 
the  public  purse  ?    It  is  dailv  wrested  from  usj  un- 
der nigh-sounding  terms,  which  are  calculated  to 


deceive  us,  in  such  manner  as  appears  to  call  £» 
approbation  rather  than  censure  of  the  practice. 
So  extended  was  the  practice,  he  said^  that  then 
is  scarcely  an  officer,  from  the  youngest  naeniai  m 
the  service  of  the  Government,  upwards,  that  doe 
not  take  upon  himself  to  act  vipm  hif  mponmbHit^ 
Mr.  C.  said  he  admired  the  assumjj^on  of  respon- 
sibility; but  it  was  of  responsibiaty  within  the 
Constitution.    That  which  exceeded  all  antfaoritf  , 
which  prostrated  at  wiU  the  laws  of  the  land,  he 
confessed,  did  not  suit  his  taste.    Reverting  to  the 
power  given  to  this  bodv  by  the  Convcntioii,  over 
the  purse  of  the  nation,  ne  said  it  was  remarkable 
that,  so  anxious  had  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion been  on  that  subject,  they  had  inserted  in  it 
not  a  sinffie  provision,  but  two  clauses  respecting 
it.    The  first  wasjthat  no  money  should  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  without  previous  appropdation 
by  law ;  the  other  was,  that  all  bills  having  for 
their  object  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  people,  should  origi- 
nate with  the  representatives  of  the  people.    Now, 
let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  C.  where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween drawing  money  trom  the  Treasury,  and  ma- 
king an  unauthorized  expenditure,  which  impose 
on  Congress  a  moral  obligation  to  appropnaie 
money  to  pay  it  ?    The  difference,  he  said/  was  in 
name  only.    He  called  upon  members  to  say,  when 
an  expenditure  had  been  made  by  the  GovenuDent, 
even  though  they  wvuld  not  have  prerioudy  au- 
thorized it,  if  they  did  not  feel  themselves  bound 
to  make  good  the  deficiency — to  pay  for  the  sap- 
plies  purchased,  or  money  anticipated,  modj  be- 
cause the  expense  had  been  incumd.    If  this  habit 
of  unauthorized  expenditure  was  persevered  in  hf 
those  who  have  the  care  of  the  puUic  monevs, 
Congress  and  the  nation  would  entirely  lose  tttt 
benefit  of  the  Constitutional  provision,  that  no 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  withoat 
previous  appropriation  by  law. 

Affain,  if;  by  a  previous  expenditure,  there  was 
devolved  upon  Congress  a  moral  obUsation  to  pay 
away  the  public  money,  he  asked  'twere  was  die 
difference  between  the  making  such  expenditure 
and  imposing  taxes  on  the  people  of  the  country  1 
The  one  necessarily  involved  the  other.  Let  me 
refer,  said  he,  to  tne  honoraUe  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  the  Representatives  what  has  been 
frequentlv,  and  not  improperly  called  the  Birming^ 
ham  of  America,  to  say,  whether  a  member  docs 
not  feel  himself  constrained  to  vote  for  appropria- 
tions where  the  money  had  been  expended,  which 
he  would  not  have  previously  authorised  to  have 
been  expended.  For  abuses  of  this  description,  he 
knew  not  what  remedy  to  suggest.  He  had-  thus 
adverted  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the 
protest  of  at  least  one  individual  against  them. 

It  behooves  us  well,  said  he,  and  eapecially  aito 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  whien  we  are  ap- 
prized, to  take  care  of  our  expenditores  for  the  fu- 
ture. Our  parse  is  reduced  to  rather  a  mdancholy 
condition  9  having  parted  with  aU  the  \Mg  notes 
and  large  money,  we  have  gotten  down  to  die  tat- 
teied  rags  and  fourpence-halfpenny  bits.  It  was 
true,  that  Congress  had  in  some  decree  participted 
in  the  large  expenditures  which  had  causoTthe 
present  deficit ;  oat  such  appropriations  had  been 
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senerally  made  on  Executive  recommendations, 
lor  there  was  no  lesisting  them.  For  example,  the 
ReTolutionary  Pension  bill,  which  had  introduced 
an  annual  expenditure  of  tnree  millions  of  dollars. 
The    honorable  gentleman   from  Massachusetts, 

iMr.  Lincoln,)  who  addressed  the  House  the  other 
ay  on  the  subject  ferrently,  and  he  might  say 
piously,  expressed  a  wish,  in  regard  to  the  soldier 
of  the  Revolution,  that  he  might  live  forever.  I 
"wish^  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  that  he  may  live  as  long  as 
it  may  please  God  to  let  him  live ;  but  I  hope  the 
gentleman  would  consent  to  compromise  for  the 
term  of  nine  hundred  ^nd  ninety-nine  years  for  the 
duration  of  his  existence.  These  expenses  show  a 
want  of  forecast  amongst  our  predecessors,  and  I 
take  to  myself  my  share  of  the  blame.  It  becomes 
us  to  guard  against  it  for  the  future,  by  every  ex- 
amination and  detection  of  abuses ;  by  every  cor- 
rective and  every  preventive  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  furnished  Congress  the  power  of  applying. 
He  'wished,  he  said,  the  House  could  have  an  op- 
portunity of  deliberately  examining  the  papers; 
out,  fearing  he  might  olistruct  the  passage  or  this 
bill,  for  the  appropriation  of  only  half  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  excess  of  expenditure  in  one  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  he  should  not  himself 
move  that  the  Committee  should  rise.  But,  said 
he,  it  is  proper,  before  we  take  a  leap  in  the  dark, 
to  know  on  what  ground  we  stand. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose,  he  said, 
to  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits^  more  correctly 
speakmg^  of  the,  question  now  before  the  House, 
but  to  state  a  fact,  which  he  hoped  eveiy  member 
of  the  Committee  would  bear  in  mind  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  discussion ;  that  this  abuse,  which 
had  been  so  eloquently  exposed  to  the  House,  had 
not  extended  as  far  back  as  the  administration  of 
Thomas  Jefferson ;  during  the  whole  of  which  no 
such  practice  had  obtainra  at  the  Treasury  or  else- 
where. The  practice,  he  said,  grew  out  of  that 
celebrated  law  of  March  3, 1809,  which  had  been 
before  referred  to  in  debate;  that  famous,  or,  to 
speak  freely,  but  correctly,  that  infamous  law, 
which  without  any  fear  of  correction,  from  any 
side  of  the  House,  ne  pronounced  to  have  been  the 
ofi&prin^  of  a  dirty  intrifue.  During  the  whole  of 
the  administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  there  had 
been  no  occasion  to  resort  to  any  such  law ;  and, 
at  that  period,  no  such  practice  prevailed  as  had 
since  grown  out  of  that  statute.  During  the  greater 
part  of  that  period,  Mr.  R.  said,  such  was  tne  ac- 
cess which  he  had  to  the  Treasury,  and  such  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  House,  he  spoke 
of  his  own  knowledge,  and  fearlessly,  in  saying  the 
expenditures  had  been  generally  within  the  apnro- 
pnations ;  no  sum  af^ropriated  to  one  object  had 
ever  been  diverted  to  another;  but,  at  the  end  of 
two  years  af^er  its  date,  every  appropriation,  for 
reasons  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  itself,  did, 
hy  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1795,  cease  and  de- 
termine. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  rose  to  state  this  fact,  and  to  re- 
quest, whatever  censure  gentlemen  might  choose 
to  throw  on  the  financial  administration  of  the  na- 
tion, he  hoped  tiiey  would  except  that  period— a 


period  in  which  the  nation  had  made  one  of  its 
most  expensive  acquisitions,  by  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana ;  and,  if  his  memory  did  not  much  de- 
ceive him,  the  Secretary  of  War  contrived,  witl^- 
out  any  of  this  hocus  pocus  legerdermain  of^  trans- 
ferring appropriations,  to  take  possession  of  the 
country  without  any  extraordinary  expenditure  in 
the  Military  Department.  At  that  time,  Mr.  R. 
said,  we  maintained  about  three  thousand  men,  at 
an  expense  of  about  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum.  Compare  the  expenditures  at  that 
time  with  the  expenditures  on  the  same  objects 
now,  and^  making  every  allowance  for  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  the  articles  of  subsistence,  &e.4-4n 
other  words,  for  the  depreciation  of  our  miserable 
paper  money,  a  large  amount  might  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  Administration  of  which  he 
spoke. 

Mr.  LowNdEs  made  a  number  of  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  the  practice  of  the  Govemmiint  ia 
regard  to  appropriations,  &c.  He  also  touched  on 
the  point  or  relative  expenditures  of  the  period  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  and  those  o£  the 
present  day ;  and  denied  that  the  contrast  between 
them  was  such  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  some  explanations  on  a  point  which,  if 
the  House  separated  without  explanation,  miffht  be 
misunderstood.  It  was  not  his  object  to  justify 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  moneys  had  been 
expended  by  transfers  from  one  item  of  appropria- 
tion to  another,  but  to  show  that  the  fault  ongin- 
ated  not  in  the  departments  of  the  Government, 
but  in  this  House ;  and,  if  here^  some  excuse  at 
least  would  be  found  for  the  practices  elsewhere, 
which  had  been  complained  of.  It  was  ahnost 
impossible  for  the  departments  to  make  their  esti- 
mates for  the  expenditures  of  the  following  year, 
or  to  show  the  balances  in  hand,  unless  the  perioa 
at  which  these  returns  were  made  was  changed. 
Owing  to  the  circumstance  of  warrants  being 
drawn  for  expenditures  in  distant  parts — Orleans, 
Mobile,  St. Louis,  &c. — ^itwas  impossible  to  do  it; 
neither  could  the  balances  in  hand  be  distinctly 
ascertained  until  the  amount  of  expenditure  was 
known.  If  gentlemen  desired  a  remedy,  it  must 
be  by  having  the  estimates  made  out  at  the  last  of 
February,  instead  of  December,  in  each  year.  By 
that  time  most  of  the  warrants  drawn  under  the 
various  heads  of  appropriations  would  have  been 
brought  in,  and  the  balances  in  hand  could  be 
ascertained,  and  the  estimates  for  the  future  made 
upL  with  a  reasonable  certainty,  which  might  sat- 
isfy the  House. 

it  had  been  said,  in  refertence  to  the  bill  befote 
the  House,  that  the  estanates  ought  to  be  made  out 
somewhat  more  correctly  than  they  appear  to  have 
been  heretofore.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  when  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
Navy  for  the  current  year  was  made.  Congress  had 
appropriated  less,  by  four  hundred  and  four  thoo- 
sand  dollars,  than  the  amount  estimated  by  the 
Department.  If  the  whole  amount  asked  had  beca 
then  appropriated,  there  would  have  been  no<d^ 
ficiency.  It  was  not  very  reasonable,  therefore,  to 
complain  so  bitteriy  now  of  that  deficiency.    The 
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only  incorrectaess  which  he  could  discover  in  the 
jiracdce  of  the  Goyernment,  if  any,  was  in  the 
mode  of  making  transfers.  For  other  things  to 
which  exception  had  been  taken  the  fault  lay  with 
this  House,  as  he  had  already  said,  and  not  with 
the  officers  of  the  Gr07ernment 

It  had  been  observed,  that  the  relative  expendi- 
tures of  the  Military  DepartmenL  dec.,  had  been 
much  increased  since  the  period  ot  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration.  Upon  a  very  close  comparison  of 
the  expenditures,  it  would  oe  found^  that  if  in 
some  respeotB  the  rate  of  expenditure  is  increased, 
much  is  gained  by  its  diminution  in  others.  For 
example,  during  that  veiy  period,  Mr.  T.  said,  the 
Military  Peace  Bstablisnment  was  so  organized 
that  there  was  one  officer  to  every  twelve  men 
composing  it :  at  this  time,  there  was  but  one  offi- 
cer to  every  sixteen  men.  The  expense  was  in- 
deed greater  then,  in  proportion  to  tne  number  of 
the  Army,  than  was  now  required.  The  gentle- 
man from  Viij^inia  shakes  his  head,  said  Mr.  T., 
but  I  am  perfectly  certain  I  am  not  mistaken, 
because  I  have  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  saying  so.  But,  suppose  it  were  the  re- 
verse ;  a  given  number  of  dollars  would  not  pur- 
chase the  same  quantity  of  clothing,  subsistence, 
dbc.,  now  as  then.  He  was  yet  under  the  impres- 
sion, however,  unless  corrected,  that  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  Army  was  proportionably  less  now 
than  it  was  in  1802-'3-'4. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  force  of  the 
vehement  objections  to  the  transfers  of  appropria- 
tions. To  familiarize  the  matter,  suppose  an  officer 
of  the  Army  had  in  one  of  his  pockets  money  for 
the  pay  of  his  command,  and  m  another  for  its 
subsistence — ^the  money  for  pay  is  unexpended,  and 
funds  for  subsistence  were  wanting:  What  was 
the  officer  to  do,  having  money  in  one  hand,  but 
not  in  the  other?  Was  the  public  service  to  stop 
until  he  balanced  his  accounts,  and  drew  more 
money  for  the  object  that  was  deficient  ? 

Mr.  T.  repeated^  that  the  only  remedy  for  the 
real  evil — ^the  difficulty  of  making  accurate  esti- 
mates of  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated — 
was  to  be  found  in  a  provision  by  Congress  for 
having  the  estimates  made  up  at  a  later  period  of 
the  session  than  the  present. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Lowndbb,  for  whom, 
he  said,  great  respect  was  a  sentiment  so  general 
in  the  House,  that  it  would  be  a  supererogatory 
act  to  declare  it..  Having  concluded  nis  remarks 
in  reply  to  Mr.  L.  and  others,  Mr.  R.  said  that 
gentlemen  entirely  mistook  him,  if  they  supposed 
uiat,  knight-errant  like,  he  had  come  tilting  here 
to  break  a  spear  with  Powers  and  Princiralities. 
Nothing  was  further  from  his  intention.  But,  he 
said,  there  were  certain  signs  in  the  political  hori- 
zon which  he  hailed  with  some  degree  of  pleasure. 
He  had  aome  hopes  that  the  term  of  twenty  years 
is  our  political  cycle,  and  that  we  are  coming  back 
to  Che  good  old  times  of  responsibility  and  specifi- 
cation. Mr.  R.  concluded  his  observations  by  a 
few  remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Trim- 
BLC ;  in  the  coarse  of  which,  he  denied  that  pro- 


visions and  the  great  staples  of  the  country  bore  a 
higher  price  now  than  at  the  period  of  18(«,  &<c. 

At  this  staee  of  the  proceedings,  the  Committee 
rose^  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
agam. 

Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolutions,  which,  during  the  preceding 
debate,  he  had  indicated  his  intention  to  n[u>ve : 

1.  Kewhed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meant  lo  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy 
thall  be  required  to  add  to  his  eatimates  of  the  new 
appropriations  which  may  be  reqoired  ibr  each  jemi^ 
a  statement  or  estimate  of  all  the  appiopnatk>ns  and 
unexpended  balances  of  appropriation,  either  in  the 
Treasury  or  in  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
of  the  War  or  Navy  Department,  which  may  have 
been  made  by  former  acts,  and  may  be  subject  to  the 
dispoaitton  of  the  Executive  Government  within  the 
year  to  which  the  estimates  apply. 

2.  Betoived,  That  the.  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  that  whenever  any  monciyB  ahaO 
have  been  **  ordered  for  the  use"  of  the' Department  of 
War,  or  of  the  Navy,  by  warrant  firom  the  Treasoiy, 
sneh  moneya,  or  any  part  thereof,  which  shall  remain 
unexpended  in  the  hands  of  tlis  Treasurer  for  one 
year  after  tlm  date  of  such  warrant,  shall  be  carried  to 
the  account  of  the  turplus  fond. 

Mr.  Randolph  having  indicated  an  intentiott  to 

Eropose  an  amendment  to  the  resolotioBs,  (em- 
racing  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3d,  1B09, 
which  authorizes  the  transfer  of  appropriations 
from  one  object  to  another  in  certain  cases,)  and 
Mr.  Lowndes  having  briefly  remarked  on  this 
proposition — 

The  resolutions  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tract, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Wednesday,  December  29. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  case  of  William  Cof- 
iSn^  and  others,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Whitman,  from  the  select  conunittee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  the  ioint  resolution 
for  the  further  distributioi^  of  the  loumab  of  the 
Convention,  d^.,  with  some  amendments,  which 
were  severally  agreed  to;  and  the  resolution,  as 
amended,  oraered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  a  statement 
of  moneys  transferred  from  one  specific  a^iropria- 
tion  to  other  specific  appropriations,  showmg  their 
application^  6u:.j  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  by 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  act  of  March  3, 1809.* 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judictaty  be 
instructed  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  indudiiif 
the  whole  of  the  counties  of  Montgomery,  Graynoo, 
Monroe,  Bath,  Pendleton,  and  Giles,  within  the  west- 
em  district  of  Virginia,  and  of  changing  the  timei  cf 
holding  the  courts  within  the  said  district 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  strike  out  the  counties 
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named,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  all  that  part 
of  the  State  a[  Virginia  which  lies  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

On  the  sugg^tion  of  Mr.  Ranpolph,  the  motion 
was  laid  onthe  tahle. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndbs, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  offered  by  him 
yesterday. 

After  offehiig  a  few.  remarks  to  elucidate- the 
object  of  the  modification  he  wished  to  projiose 
in  the  first  resolution,  as  well  as  on  their  ofejeet 
l^erally,  Mr.  Lown  dbb  modified  his  first  propo* 
xition  to  read  as  follows : 

1.  RcMoitidn  That  ths  ComniHue  of  Wsys  sad 
Means  be  instraetsd  to  inqaiie  inta  the  ezpedieocy  of 
providing,  by  1aw«  that  any  monsya,  although  **  ordered 
ibr  the  use"  of  the  Bepartmant  of  War  or  of  the  Navy, 
by  warrant  from  tbo  TraesHry,  which  shall  rsmain  an* 
expanded  in  the  handa  of  the  Treasurer  U»  more  then 
two  years  aflat  the  ezpiratioo  of  the  calendar  jesr  in 
which  the  act  of  sppropriation  shall  have  been  pa«aed» 
shall  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  ss  they  would  be 
if  not  ordered  fpr  the  use  of  such  departmcnta,  except* 
Ing  always  sach  moneys  as  may  be  sppropriated  for  a 
purpose  ibr  which  a  longer  duration  is  tpeciaUy  ss- 
signed  by  law. 

The  aeoond  resoiutioa  was  thcA  xead,  and  with 
the  first,  as  amendedL  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WAaPifLO  offered  the  followiDg  resolution 
for  considemtioa : 

'*  ReMolved,  Thst  the  Cdminittee  ibr  the  District  of 
Colombia  be  instructed  to  report  a  hilU  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  suitable  sparUaents  for  the  aocsmmodat 
tion  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  ofWsshington^ 
in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  W.  obserred,  that  it  was  customary  for  the 
United  8tates  to  furnish  accommodation  for  their 
circuit  courts  in  the  Slates  where  it  was  neces- 
sary ;  this  was  the  case  in  Boston,  and  he  presumed 
elsewhere.  He  would  not  say  whether  the  United 
States  were  bound  to  make  the  same  provision  fm 
the  people  of  this  District,  or  of  this  county,  but 
when  the  committee  shall  report  the  bill^  the  whole 
subject  would  be  before  the  House,  and  it  could 
then  take  such  order  on  it  as  should  seem  most 
proper. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  negatived.  So  the  resolution  was 
rejected. 

The  House  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the 
bounty  land  and  pay  which  wotild  have  been  due 
to  her  son,  Samud  Drew,  had  be  lived,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  private  in  the  late  war.  The  bill  *was 
reported  without  amendment.  The  question  was 
then  stated,  Shall  the  said  bUl  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time?  Whereupon  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  tl£e  Public  Lands,  with 
instructioiis  to  Inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  a  general  law,  for  aH  eases  shnilarly 
situated.  ' 

NAVY  APPKOPRUTIONS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  mifinished  business 
of  yeaterd^y  and  resolved  itself,  into  a  Committae 
of  UM  Whole,  on  the  InU  making-a»  appieopriatioii 


for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Storrb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing the  following  as  a  new  section : 

**And  be  ii  enacted.  That  the  turns  sppropriated 
by  this  act  sfaafl  be  solely  applied  to  the  objects  for 
which  they  are  respectively  appropriated,  and  to  no 
oth^r,  notwithstanding  the  authority  vested  in  the 
PieaidsDt  of  tha  Uaited  Butes  by  the  first  section  of 
Iha  act*  entitled  ''An  act  farther  to  amend  the  several 
acta  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
sury, Wsr,  and  I^avy  Depsrtments,  passed  on  the  8d 
day  of  Marchi  leOO.*^ 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  68,  nays 
59. 

Some  remarks  were  then  made,  pro  and  con, 
by  Messrs.  Ravoolpb  and  Smitb,  respecting  the 
origin  of  the  law  of  March  3, 1809,  which  contains 
the  provision  for  transfers  of  appropriations,  and 
respecting  the  difference  of  opinion  which  existed 
between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
eoneeming  it.  Among  other  things,  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph said  he  spoke  from  personal  knowledge 
vHien  he  said  there  existed,  on  the  part  of  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  most  decided  re- 
pugnance to  the  provision  respecting  transfers  of 
appropriations;  and  he  trusted,  notwithstanding 
what  nad  fallen  from  the  gentlemai^  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  on  the  sul^ect,  the  time 
would  come,  if  it  had  not  now  arrived,  when  it 
woiild  be  struck  from  the  sta.tute  book. 

Mr.  C  ANN  ON,  pf  Tennessee,  spoke  in  explanation 
of  an  allusion  made  by  Mr.  Clay  to  the  letter  from 
the  Paymaster  General,  which  he  had  quoted  in 
the  debate  the  other  day.  It  was  due  to  that  officer 
to  say,  that  the  answers  which  he  had  given  to 
Mr*  C.'s  questions  were  such  as  he  wished,  and 
such  as  time  permitted,  and  made  in  a  manner,  so 
fat  from  reflecting  discredit  on  that  officer,  per- 
feotlv  correct  and  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Cannon. 

Tne  Commiltee  having  rose,  and  refiorted  the 
bill  to  ihe  House,  with  the  amendment  which  had 
been  introduced  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  SroBaej 
and  the  question  being  on  agreeing  to  that  amend- 
ment— '  '  X 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  i$aid  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  concur  in  the  amendnpient  which  had 
been  made  in  Committee.  It  is,  said  lie,  obviously 
unnecessarv.  The  appropriation  contemplated  by 
the  bill  is  tor  specific  sums,  to  meet  expenditures 
which  have  exceeded  the  appropriations  for  the 
last  year.  The  excess  became  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  service  rcquirwl  to  be  performed,  and 
duties  enjoined  by  law,  for  whfcn  no  adequate 
means  were  proviaed. 

A  little  attention  to  dates,  and  the  language  used 
in  the  acts  referred  to  in  debate,  as  the  ground  of 
objection  to  the  bill,  and  the  cause  for  introducing 
this  ftmendment^  will  manifest  that  gentlemen  are 
mistaken  in  their  construction  of  those  laws.  They 
seem  to  imagme  it  to  be  now  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  carry  to  the  surplus  fund 
unexpended  balances  of  money  or  appropriations 
already  drawn  from  the  Treastiry,  and  in  the  course 
of  expenditure  in  the  department  The  act  011795, 
nmkiiig  fVirther  provision  for  the  support  of  public 
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credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
does  not  reach  this  case.  It  is  the  16th  article 
which  relates  to  the  subject,  and  prorides  for  car- 
rying the  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations 
to  the  surplus  lund,  in  these  words :  "  That,  in  re- 
'  gard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  un- 

*  expended  upon  any  appropriation  (other  than, 
'  &c,)  for  more  than  two  years  after  the  expiration 
'  of  tne  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of  appro^- 
'  ation  shall  have  been  passed,  such  appropriation 
'  shall  be  deemed  to  hare  ceased  and  been  deter- 

*  mined ;  and  the  sum  so  unexpended  shall  be  car- 
'  ried  to  an  account  on  the  bodes  of  the  Treasury, 
'  to  be  denominated  the  Surplus  Fund."  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  must  perform  this  duty,  and 
execute  the  legislative  will  in  this  particular,  by 
carrying  the  sums  so  long  unexpended  to  that 
fund.  The  first  section  of  the  act  of  1809,  "  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establish- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  declares — 

**  That  all  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  tha 
Treasury,  or  of  War,  or  of  the  Navy,  upon  the  Treat* 
urer  of  the  United  States,  shall  specify  the  particular 
appropriation  or  appropriations  to  which  the  same 
should  be  charged.  The  moneys  paid  by  virtue  of  such 
warrants  shall,  in  conformity  therewith,  be  charged  to 
such  appropriation  or  appropriations,  in  the  books  kept 
in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trtfasory,  in  the 
case  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  in  the  books  of  the  Accountants  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  respectively,  in  the  case  of 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Navy;  and  the  officers,  agents,  or 
other  penona  who  may  be  receivers  of  public  moneys, 
shall  render  distinct  accounts  of  the  application  of  such 
moneys,  aeoording  to  the  appropriation  or  appropria- 
tions under  which  the  aome  shall  have  been  drawn ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  shall,  on 
the  1st  of  January  in  each  and  every  year,  severally 
report  to  Congress  a  distinct  aeeount  of  the  expend!* 
ture  and  application  of  all  auch  sums  of  money  as  may, 
prior  to  the  30th  September  preceding,  h^ve  been  by 
them  respectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  in  viriue 
of  the  appropriation  law  of  the  preceding  year;  and 
the  sums  approj^iated  by  law  for  each  branch  of  ex- 
penditure,  in  the  several  departments,  shall  be  solely 
applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are  respectively 
appropriated,  and  to  no  other." 

Upon  this  chazige  of  the  policy  in  relation  to 
specific  appropriations,  and  the  specific  application 
of  them  to  definite  objects,  and  tne  alteration  nottde 
by  this  law  as  to  the  manner  of  drawing  the  sums 
appropriated  from  the  Treasury  by  warrants,  and 
chargmg  the  moneys  so  drawn  in  the  books  of  the 
Accountants  of  the  Departments  respectively,  and 
by  requiring  the  Head  of  each  to  render  and  report 
accounts,  and  their  administration  of  these  funds, 
the  conclusion  was  inevitable — ^it  wa^  the  only 
one  which  could  be  made — that,  as  by  so  drawing 
the  n^neys  from  the  Treasury,  they  would  be  re- 
moved and  taken  from  the  power  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  that  Department,  his  authority  of 
carrying  the  unexpended  balances  of  such  appro- 
priations to  the  surplus  fund  was  withdrawn  m  all 
cases  where  the  moneys  had  been  so  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  by  warranto  from  the  other  depart 


ments.  Such  moneys  were  not  then  unexpended 
in  the  Treasury.  Drawn  out,  they  were  in  a  coam 
of  expenditure,  as  much  so  as  if  paid  over  to  any 
subordinate  officer — the  paymaster,'  for  instance— 
of  either  department,  to  be  disbursed  in  pa3rment 
to  the  Army  or  Navy.  If  a  balance  remained  un- 
expended in  the  hands  of  a  pa3rmastef ,  could  the 
Secretary  carry  that  to  the  surplus  fund?  How 
should  he  know  the  fact,  and  the  amount?  The 
Secretary  adopted  the  correct  principle  of  con- 
sidering the  money  expended  when  thus  drawn 
from  the  Treasury;  and  the  practice  of  disburst ng 
the  same,  as  agent  of  the  departments,  upon  their 
orders,  was  convenient  and  administiatiTe,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law.  He  coold 
not  officially  know  that  the  money,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it,  remaining  in  his  hands,  as  such  agent, 
was  une]q[>ended.  The  law  did  not  authorize  him 
so  to  consider  it.  The  expenditure  could  only  be 
known  in  the  departmrat  to  which  the  money  be- 
longed. It  would  be  expended  bv  engagonents 
made  or  debts  contracted,  though  not  actually 
paid,  in  fulfilment  of  such  en^agementsL  or  to  the 
satisfaction  of  such  debts,  being  bound  for  that 
object.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  could  know  when  the  money  was 
e^^nded,  or  what  remained  unexpended,  other- 
wise than  by  the  warrant  in  virtue  of  which  it 
was  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  With  that,  his 
responsibility  and  duty  terminated,  and  bis  au- 
thority  and  control  over  the  money  ended.  More- 
over, the  officers  respectively  were  directed  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  the  situation 
of  those  funds,  that,  if  their  pleasure,  they  might 
translate  the  appliciation  to  other  objects.  In  the 
recess,  the  President  is  very  properly  vested  with 
that  authority,  bv  the  proviso  to  that  Ist  section  of 
the  act — ^now  called  infamous  in  the  Liw,  as  hav- 
ing been  improperly  obtained.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
I  mink  it  a  good  provision,  necessary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  legislative  intent,  and  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  objeets.  Wisely  and  discreetlv  ex- 
ercised as  that  discretionary  power  seems  to  nave 
been  by  the  Executive — at  least  the  contrary  is 
not  suggested — ^I  am  utterly  unaUe  to  perceive  the 
danffer  which  gentlemen  apprehend,  that  by  it  a 
fund  may  be  accumulated  tor  illicit  or  amhitioos 
projects. 

It  is  enouffh  to  refute  the  supposition  that  the 
disposition  of  these  funds  is  a  piut  of  the  legisla- 
tive duties  of  Consress;  that  they  must  be  made 
acquainted  with  their  situation  every  year,  and 
may  divert  them  from  any  dangerous  application. 
The  discretion  thus  vested  to  transfer  mxm  one 
object  to  another,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  per^ 
fects  the  system,  as  it  secures  the  end  of  the  ap- 
propriation, at  the  same  time  that  it  provides 
agamst  any  possible  nfisapplication  by  the  depart- 
ments. I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  bdieve  the 
act  of  1809  was  approved  by  the  Executive  thai 
in  office  without  knowing  its  contents;  that  he 
siffned  without  reading  it,  and  thus  finbhed  ids 
administration  by  overturning  his  own  policy. 
There  is  more  reason  to*  believe  he  viewed  it  as 
the  perfection  of  that  system.  Thus  inCerpeted, 
the  pmdiee  under  this  law  has  been  uaifenn, 


825 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


a26 


Dbcemder,  1819. 


Navy  Jppropriaiions, 


H.  or  B. 


knovrn  and  approved  by  the  Congress,  for  nearly 
eleven  years. 

Their  repeated  acts  of  appropriation  since,  with- 
out any  such  provision  on  the  subject  as  is  contem- 
plated oy  this  amendment,  without  any  expression 
of  their  will  to  the  contrary,  may  be  considered 
legislative  sanction  of  the  interpretation  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Executive  Grovernment.    During  all 
that  time  no  proposition,  as  I  can  learn,  was  ever 
made  to  modufy,  alter,  or  repeal  this  provision  in 
the  law — gentlemen  had  an  opportumtv.    If  bad 
in  the  beguining,  and  dangerous  now.  now  has  it 
so  long  escaped  the  scrutiny  and  vigilance  of  the 
Legislature  ?    This  amendment  proposes  to  alter 
the  poliey  and  practice  in  a  particular  case,  in  re- 
lation to  one  department,  and  implies  a  reflection 
upon  that  department  and  the  Executive.    In  ef- 
fect, it  is  an  expression  that  there  is  reason  to  ap- 
prehend the  Administration  will  not  be  faithful  to 
themselves  and  to  their  country  if  this  provision  he 
not  inserted.    If  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  change 
this  policy,  and  the  practice  now  rendered  familiar 
and  convenient  by  tona  and  constant  use,  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  a  genersJ  law  upon  the  subject,  em- 
bracing the  objects  intended,  and  relating  to  every 
department^  that  it  may  become  a  system.    Insert- 
iujg  it  here  miplies  a  preference  for  one,  or  a  want 
ofconfidence  m  the  otner.  That  expenditures  have 
exceeded  appropriations,  is  not  a  new  thing,  pecu- 
liar to  this  department;  it  has,  perhaps,  happened 
with  all^  and  oeen  frequent  in  the  Grovemmeat  for 
many  years;  known  to  the  Legislature,  and  not 
hitherto  complained  of.    Why  now  select  this  de- 
partment for  this  precision  in  legislation — this  ex- 
traordinary circunvspectioti  ?     Acts  of  the  last 
Con^ressyjtassed  late  in  the  session,  intended  to 
provide  efficient  means  to  suppress  the  slave  trade 
and  piracy,  by  authorizing  the  Executive  to  use  the 
naval  force  of  the  country  for  that  object,  were 
made  for  the  public  good ;  and  it  was  expected  the 
duties  enjoined  by  them  would  be  performed.  The 
expenditures  which  make  this  aj^ropnation  neces- 
sary, have  been  occasioned  by  that  service,  to  which 
adequate  means  were  not  provided  or  furnished  by 
the  Legislature,  and  the  feuilt  lies  with  them  if 
there  l^  any.    The  faith  of  the  nation  may  be 
considered  pledged  to  provide  the  ways  and  means 
for  this  expenditure.    I  am  disposed  to  meet  this 
duty  and  perform  it  in  the  usual  way,  and  shall 
vote  against  the  amendment 

Mr.  STonas  said,  that  he  was  not  very  tena- 
cious of  retaining,  in  this  particular  bill,  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  adopted,  on  his  suggestion, 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole— iBspeci^iiry,  as  the 
opinion  now  appeared  to  be  general,  that  some 
modification  or  restriction  of  &e  power  of  trans- 
ferring appropriations  was  necessary  and  expedi- 
ent. His  object  might  perhaps  be  better,  attained 
b^  a  general  law  applicable  to  aU  the  departments* 
The  resolutions  offered  this  day  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lownobb) 
would  lead,  he  hoped,  to  some  amendment  of  the 
laws  in  this  respect.  But  he  could  not  withdraw 
the  amendment  in  compliance  with  the  reasons 
which  had  been  urged  bv  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Baoea.)    The  honoraJQe  gei^e- 


man  objects  to  the  restriction  imposed  by  the 
amendment,  because  it  might  be  construed  to  im- 
ply censure  or  import  "  a  reflection"  on  the  depart- 
ment He  did  not  admit  the  projNriety  or  justiee 
of  such  a  conclusion  in  this  case.  The  character 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  Navy  De- 
partment was  to  him  a  satisfactory  pledge  that  no 
abuses  would  be  tolerated  ther^  with  his  aanetictt 
or  knowledge;  but  he  trusted  that  the  Hoase 
would  never,  from  mistaken  notions  of  ddicacy  or 
courtesy,  decline  to  interfere,  should  it  become 
necessary  to  check  abuses  or  correct  the  miscon- 
struction of  the  public  laws.  To  whom  does  the 
honorable  gentleman  suppose  the  departments  to 
be  responsible,  unless  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  whose  will  they  were  createdt  &od  At 
whose  pleasure  they  exist?  At  what  tribunal 
would  he  have  them  answer  for  the  public  expen- 
diture unless  to  this  House?  Are  they  clothed 
with  such  attributes  that  the  Hou^e  should  rduae 
to  exercise  its  right  of  controlling  the  disbursement 
of  the  public  money  in  deference  to  their  oflloial 
sanctity.  Would  tne  gentleman  wish  us  to  for- 
bear the  exercise  of  our  ordinary  power  of  legisla- 
tion lest  the  sensibilitT  of  the  departments  should 
be  excited  ?  The  only  course  by  which  we  can 
insure  their  respect  is  the  firm  and  indepotdent 
discharge  of  our  duty  to  the  nation.  Even  the 
agents  to  whom  the  execution  of  our  Uws  is  in- 
trusted instead  of  respecting  us  for  our  servility  to 
their  views,  would  justly  laugh  at  us  for  our  tame 
subservience.  Whatever  may  be  the  effect  of  our 
legislation,  or  whatever  inference  may  be  derived 
from  it,  this  House  he  hoped  would  do  its  duty 
whenever  a  fit  occasion  was  presented  for  reform 
in  any  branch  of  the  Government 

The  honorable  gentleman  farther  insists  on  the 
unrestrained  appropriation  of  this  fund,  said  Mr. 
S.,  because  (if  1  understand  him  rightly)  the  ex- 
penditure having  been  already  incurred,  without 
the  authority  of  a  law,  the  '^  pucilic  faith"  is  pledged 
to  supply  the  deficiency  for  which  this  bill  provides. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  iaea  which  the  gentleman  haa 
formed  of  what  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  the 
"  pledge  of  the  public  faith,"  differs  very  widely 
from  mine.  It  is  true,  that  it  has  become  tashiona- 
ble  to  disburse  the  public  moneys  without  approptia- 
tion,  and  then  elauB  its  sanction  by  the  passage  of 
a  law  of  indemnity,  to  cover  the  excess  of  expend- 
iture; but  the  puolic  faith,  in  the  only  true  and 
appropriate  sense  of  the  term,  is  pledged  in  none  of 
these  cases.  We  have  so  often  been  told  of  this 
sort  of  pledge  of  the  public  faith,  that  I  un  tired 
of  heanng  this  perversicm  of  terms  reiterated  in 
our  ears.  The  funds  of  this  nation  can,  in  no  sense 
whatever,  be  pledged  by  anj  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, except  with  the  previous  concurrence  of  this 
House.  All  expenditures  without  our  consent  are 
unauthorized.  Not  even  the  Executive,  much  less 
the  heads  of  departments^  are  vested  witn  authority 
to  peiudge  the  application  of  the  public  money. 
It  IS  time,  I  fear,  that  we  should  travel  back  to  the 
Constitution.  The  House  of  Representatives  are 
the  immediate  guardians  of  the  Treasury,  and  we 
have  lately  had  too  many  of  these  dangerous  ap- 
peals to  this  Hoxfse  to  sanction  anticipated  otge<Sts 
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of  expendttnre.  Our  power  will  soon  be  frittered 
away,  and  our  Constitutional  discretion  become 
merely  id«d  and  visionary,  if  we  listen  tamely  to 
this  sort  of  doctrine.  We  are  not  sent  here  to  re- 
eord  the  edicts  of  the  other  branches  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  but  to  express  the  public  will.  The  dis- 
position of  the  public  moneys  is  lodged  exclusirely 
in  our  hands,  and  to  us  has  the  nation  confided  the 
trust  of  protecting  its  rerenue  and  resources  a^inst 
the  designs  or  the  abuses  of  power.  We  onW  can 
lawfully  direct  their  application;  and  the  safety  of 
the  nation  depends  on  our  faithful  and  yis^ant  dis- 
charge of  that  duty.  Representing,  as  f  beliere  I 
do,  an  intelli^nt  and  independent  community,  I 
cannot  submit  patiently  to  yield  to  other  hands  the 
protection  of  their  interests.  It  is  well  worth  our 
notice,  that  we  are  not  only  providing  by  this  bill 
for  expenditiires  made  witnout  appropriation,  but 
that  we  have  passed,  in  the  same  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  a  bill  appropriating  ft!^00,000  for  ad- 
vances also  towards  the  supply  of  the  army  for  the 
next  year.  During  this  discussion,  a  recommend- 
ation has  also  passed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  through  this  House,  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  for  an  appropriation  of  9100.000,  for 
paying  the  Deficiency  m  contracts  for  making  the 
CtmiMrland  road.  At  the  last  session  we  not  only 
a:ppropriated,  for  "claims  due  and  becoming  due 
under  existing  contracts,"  the  sum  of  ^5u,000, 
but,  to  put  an  end  to  the  drain  from  the  Treasury, 
produced  by  that  o^^ct  of  expenditure,  we  also 
appropriated  8S8$.000  for  "completing  the  said 
road.''  I  confess  that,  for  one,  I  never  expected  or 
hoped  to  ht  again  asked  for  further  appropriations 
for  that  purpose ;  but  it  is  even  so,  the  contracts 
were  made,  even  previous  to  the  last  session,  and 
we  shall  probably  again  be  told  that  the  public 
faith  is  pledged  to  meet  the  expenditure.  Nor  will 
this  instance  probably  be  the  last,  during  this  ses- 
sion, in  which  the  appropriations  nave  fallen  short 
of  the  expenditure.  It  is  time  that  we  seriously 
reflected  on  the  danger  of  these  precedents.  Con- 
tinue to  sanction  them,  and  at  the  same  time  leave 
unrestricted  di6  power  of  transfer,  and  this  House 
may  as  well  at  once  disarm  itself,  and  place  the 
disposal  of  the  Treasury  in  other  hands  than  those 
to  which  the  Constitution  has  confided  it. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
ekpenditttre  provided  fbr  by  this  bill  was  made,  I 
shall  vote  for  its  passage.  I  wish,  however,  in  my 
remark^  that  my  meaninp^  should  not  be  misun- 
derstooa.  No  feelings  of  hostility  to  the  present 
Administration  of  the  (Government  have  prompted 
me  to  notice  the  subjects  which  have  been  intro- 
duced to  the  House  on  the  passage  of  this  measure. 
In  all  the  measures  of  that  Administration,  which 
tend  to  promote  our  national  prosperity,  and  to  se- 
cure and  perpetuate  our  Republican  institutions, 
they  shall  receive  from  me,  humble  as  my  situation 
is,  or  feeble  as  my  influence  may  be,  a  cordial  and 

generous  support;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that, 
owever  various  our  former  views  of  public  policy 
may  have  been^  whoever  looks  arouna  him  at  this 
time,  and  considers  the  sum  of  happiness  which 
this  country  enjoys,  compared  with  that  «of  all 
other  nations^  anl  is  not  contented,  is  unfit  to  enjoy 


the  blessings  of  freedom  under  any  Gtovemmeot 
whatever.  But,  sir,  it  is  neither  the  part  of  friend- 
ship  or  wisdom  to  seek  to  screen  their  errors  or  coa- 
ni  ve  at  their  faults.  To  render  our  Grorcmment  re- 
spectable abroad,  and  inspire  universal  confidence 
at  home,  it  is  our  part  to  protect  its  administnition 
from  abuse,  and  preserve  its  purity  unsullied.  At 
least,  whether  censure  is  implied  or  not.  they  have 
no  reason  to  complain  that  tne  House  snoold  exer- 
cise even  its  most  un|deasant  but  necessary  duty, 
reforming  every  error  which  may  have  been  either 
introduce  during  their  time,  or  which  may  have 
been  handed  down,  and  been  adopted  frcnn  the 
practice  of  their  predecessors. 

Mr.  Brush  said,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  im- 
pute to  gentlemen,  who  supported  this  amendment, 
any  design  whiatever,  mucn  less  that  which  was 
supposed.  I  fully  believe,  said  Mr.  B..  tfait  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  did  not  mean 
by  it  any  reflection  upon  the  department  or  Gov- 
ernment |  and,  as  none  was  intended,  the  appear- 
ance of  it  should  be  avoided,  especially  as  there 
seems  not  to  be  any  necessity  for  the  provisbn. 
My  objection  against  it  on  this  mund  was^  that  it 
had  such  appearance,  and  would  be  ealcuttted  to 
induce  such  oelief.  Laws  ate  not  pased  without 
some  motive  or  reason.  They  are  always  su^ipuaed 
to  have  some  oMect  in  view,  and  the  manner  fixes 
the  inference,  if  this  goes  upon  your  statute  hook^ 
the  obvious  conclusion  is  that  there  was  some  ne- 
cessity. The  natural  inference  will  be  such  as  1 
have  suggested,  as  it  apj^es  to  one  department, 
and  not  a  general  system  for  all,  there  being  no 
reason  for  discriminatiott.  The  gentleman  wfll 
not  consider  the  faith  6f  the  nation  pledged  to 
make  this  appropriation.  I  believe  it  to  Be  our 
duty.  Take  the  case  the  gentleman  has  furnish- 
ed— ^the  Cumberland  road.  A  lavT  passes  requiring 
such  road  to  be  estaUbhed;  appropriations  are 
made  to  carry  on  the  work,  persons  appointed  to 
superintend  it,  laborers  employed  to  pmorm  diis 
service;  will  you  arrest  tneir  progress?  8h^ 
they,  to  make  calculations  upon  the  appropriations 
granted  by  the  Legislature,  to  ascertain  tSie  hex 
whether  they  may  not  award  a  jew  cents  or  a  few 
dollars,  leave  a  job  half  finished,  and  wait  for 
another  appropriation,  which  they  know  will'  be 
made,  or  ought  to  be,  as  the  Legislature  have  di- 
rected the  work  to  be  perfbrmed;  and  the  wishes 
of  the  nation  thus  accomplished?  How  often  shall 
they  make  their  calculations — ev«ry  We^  every 
day,  and  every  hour  in  the  day?  What  precision 
in  expenditures  will  gentlemen  require,  and  how 
&r  carry  the  principle?  The  amount  certainly 
can  be  no  criterion.  It  is  the  object  whidi  fixes 
the  discretion  of  the  oflKcer.  If  it  is  to  acrom|^h 
the  views  of  the  Legislature,  clearly  and  distincdy 
expressed,  to  execute  a  commission  or  perform  du- 
ties required  bylaw,  the  expenditure  is  lawful,  and 
the  nation  is  bound.  Such  is  the  case  which  calls 
for  this  appropriation,  and  such  the  reason  why  it 
is  asked.  I  hope  the  law  will  pass  without  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  concluded  the  debate. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  that  thfe  House  would  not  in 
thia  way  undertake  to  cotrect  an  evil,  though  ^ey. 
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were  conrmced  of  its  existence  He  wished  it  to 
be  taken  up  separately.  It  did  not  seem  proper  to 
him,  on  a  bill  milking  specific  appropriations,  to 
introduce  a  prorision  of  mis  sort,  which  in  effect 
would  reipeai,  in  part  at  least,  the  operation  of  a 
general  law.  He  should  not  say,  now,  what  course 
he  should  take  when  the  question  came  regularly 
before  the  House;  but  it  was  certainly  irregularly 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  ne  therefore 
hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendmyent  of  Mr.  Storrs,  as  a^eed  to  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  decided  in  the 
neffative-~80  to  59. 

The  three  biUs  before  the  Committee  being  gond 
through,  were  rqwrted  to  the  House. 

The  first  in  order  of  importance,  makes  addi- 
tional appropriatioE^s  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
for  the  serrice  of  1819,  viz:  For  paf  and  subsist- 
ence, $273,100 ;  for  nrovisions^  $41,400 ;  for  hos* 
Sital  stores,  dtc.,  $8,850;  for  repairs  of  ressels 
101,208;  for  contingent  expenses,  $11,000;  for 
the  salaries  of  two  agents  and  a  surveyor,  appoint- 
ed under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress 
making  reservations  of  puUic  lands  to  supply  tim- 
ber for  naval  pui^)08es,  and  other  expenses  of  that 
act,  $7,500. 

The  second  bill  makes  a  partial  appropriation 
for  the  military  service  for  the  year  l&SO,  viz :  for 
subsistence  of  the  Army,  $220,000. 

The  third  is  a  bill  "  supplementary  to  the  act '  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  comp^isation  ot  the  clerks  in 
the  diiSferent  offices,  passed  the  20th  day  of  April, 
1818."  This  bill  proposes  to  continue,  until  the 
31st  of  December,  1820,  the  fnoviBion  of  that  act 
which  authorizes  the  employment  oi  six  additional 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Tnird  Auditor,  and  three 
in  that  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  in  order  to  en- 
able those  offices  to  settle  the  mass  of  yet  unsettled 
accounts  growing  out  of  the  late  war. 

The  three  btUs  weie  then  severally  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  tmie  to-mor- 
row- 

*  The  engrossed  resolution  authorizing  a  fiirther 
dbtribution  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Cmistitution,  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


THDRsnAY,  December  30. 

Mr.  Parksr,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion, of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  which  i»  committed  the  biir  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  CocKE  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Manumission  Society  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  against  the  further  extension  of  slave- 
ry within  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that 
subject. 


The  Spsakrr  laid  before  the  House  schedules 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States^or 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judses  of  those  districts,  respectively,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  tne  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  yesterday  referred  the  bill 
allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay 
which  would  have  been  due  to  ner  son  Samud 
Drew,  had  he  lived^  for  his  services  as  a  private  in 
the  late  war,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  all  similar  cases  by  a 
general  law,  reported  the  said  bill  without  amend- 
ment ;  and,  further,  ^'  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass 
any  general  law  on  the  subject."  The  said  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bloomfiei^d  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
certain  insane  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  peoflion 
list,  and  for  ^piardians  to  receive  pensions ;  whieh 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot*,  the  Comiknittee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  such  legislative  provisions  as 
shall  efiectually  prevent  the  practice  of  dudling. 

[Mr.  F.  suggested  that  he  presumed  it  was  only 
in  r^^ard  to  the  Army  and  Navy  that  Congress 
would  have  any  power  to  operate  in  this  re- 
spect.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Comm^ce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  Ltake 
Ontario,  a  port  of  entry. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  tne  year, 
1818 ;  the  engrossed  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1820 ; 
and  the  bill  authorizing  the  continuance  of  certain 
clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Third  Auditor  and 
Second  Comptroller, — ^were  severally  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. • 

»  Mr.  McLANE^f  Delaware,  moved  a  resolution 
to  this  effect :  ^  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  a  subscription,  by  the  United 
States,  for  one  hundred  and  nfty  shares  in  the  stock 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delavrare  Canal  Com- 
pany." 

llie  House  decided  on  this  motion  without  de» 
bate,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a  anaU  majority. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

BeMolvtdt  That  the  Committas  on  the  Distria  of 
Golambia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi* 
encj  of  granting  to  said  Putiiet  a  Delegate  on  this 
floor,  in  the  same  manner  that  Delegates  are  allowed  * 
to  other  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

On  this  motion  the  House  divided,  and  the 
resolution  was  w^txwei  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 
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The  House  then,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Hill  in  the  ohaiO  on  the  hill  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

The  bill,  as  reported,  is  a^ follows: 

A  Bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 

Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States 

to  said  State. 

Whereas,  bj  an  act  of  the  Stete  of  Masmchusetts, 
passed  the  19th  day  of  June,  1819,  entitled  |*An  aa 
relating  to  the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine  from 
Mossadiusetu  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into  a 
separate  and  independent  Stata ;"  the  people  of  that 
part  of  Massachusetto  heretofore  known  as  the  District 
of  Maine  did,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislatare  of 
said  State  of  MassachusetU,  form  themteWes  into  an 
independent  State,  and  did  establish  a  constitution  for 
the  govern ment  of  the  same,  agreeably  to  the  provis- 
ions of  said  act ;  therefore, 

'  Be  a  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  Moose  of  Rwre- 
itmtativee  tf  the  Umted  SkUee  of  Amenea,  in  Con' 
gnu  ueeemkUdj  That,  from  and  aHer  tiie  third  day  of 
March  next,  the  State  of  Maine  is  hereby  deoUned  to 
be  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  eqnoi  footing  with  the  original 
States  in  all  respeeto  whatever. 

8x0*  2.  And  be  it  further  enaUed,  That,  until  the 
next  general  census  and  apportionment  of  Repreoent- 
atives,  the  State  of  Mawachusetta  shall  be  entitled  to» 
and  may  continue  to  have,  thirteen  Representatives, 
and  the  said  State  of  Maine  seven  Representatives,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall  be 
extended  to  said  State,  and  have  the  some  force  and 
eflfect  within  the  same,  as  elsewhere  vrithin  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetta, 
(the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  itj 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out  as 
unessential  to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  if  any 
proyision  at  all  on  the  subject  was  necessary. 

The  questiota  heing  stated  that  the  Committee 
do  rise  and  report  the  bill — 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said  he  was  not  yet  pre- 
mred  for  this  question.  He  was  not  opposed  to 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  mto  the 
Union.  The  intelligence  and  numerical  strength 
of  her  population,  her  extent  of  territory,,  her 
aqiaration  from  old  Massachusetts  by  intervening 
territory,  her  po&ition  in  relation  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy,  all  concurred  to  reoeia- 
mend  the  measiue  now  proposed.  But,  before  it 
was  finally  acted  on,  he  wished  to  know,  he  said, 
whether  certain  doctrines  of  an  alarming  charac- 
ter— ^which,  if  persevered  in,  no  man  could  tell 
where  they  would  end — ^with  respect  to  a  restric- 
tion on  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  were  to  he  sustained  on 
this  floor.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
character  of  the  conditions  which  Congress  had  a 
right  to  annex  to  the  admission  of  new  States; 
^mether,  in  fact^  in  admitting  a  new  State,  there 
cojald  be  a  partition  of  its  sovereignty.  He  wished 
to  know  the  extent  of  the  principles  which  gen- 


tlemen meant  to  defend  in  this  reelect;  mnd  par- 
ticularly the  extent  to  which  they  meant  to  cany 
these  principles  in  relation  to  the  countifr  west  m 
the  MississipiM.  On  this  subject,  he  said,  there 
^ould  be  a  serious  pause;  the  question  should  be 
maturely  weighed  before  this  new  mode  of  ac- 
quiring power  was  resorted  to,  which  was  pro- 
posedin  regard  to  the  State  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
present  Territory  of  Missouri.  Herelofere,  whca 
the  population  and  extent  of  a  tenitory  had  beea 
such  as  to  entitle  a  territory  to  the  privilege  of 
self-government,  and  the  rank  of  a  State,  the  sin- 
gle question  had  piesented  itself  to  admit  or  reieet 
It,  without  qualincation.  Bat  new  doctrines  had 
sprung  up  on  this  subject;  and,  said  he,  before  we 
take  a  single  stq)  to  change  the  present  rdations 
o[  the  members  of  die  Ck)medenition,  there  should 
be  a  distinct  understaading  between  the  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  various  narts  of  the  country, 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  mey  are  to  be  carried. 
If  beyond  the  mouatains  Congtess  can  earart  the 
power  of  imposing  reatrictiotts  on  new  Slates,  eaa 
they  not  also  on  this  side  of  them  ?  If^  there,  thev 
can  impose  hard  conditions— -conditions  whick 
strike  vitally  at  the  independence  and  power  of 
the  Statea-4)an  they  not  also  here  ?  If,  said  he, 
the  States  of  the  West  are  to  be  subject  to  restric- 
tions by  Congress,  whilst  the  Atlantic  States  are 
free  from  them,  proclaim  the  distinction  at  once; 
announce  your  privileges  and  immunities:  ht  as 
have  a  clear  and  distinct  onderslaading  of  what 
we  are  to  expect  He  would  not,  however,  he 
said,  press  this  part  of  the  subject,  but  proceed  to 
notice  another  point  which  presented  itself  in  re- 
spect to  this  bill ;  wishing  the  honocable  gentleman, 
under  whose  auspices  this  bill  had  been  introduced 
into  the  House,  distinctly  to  understand  that  he 
had  not  the  slightest  indisposition  to  the  rteeotaom 
of  Maine  into  the  Union  on  the  footing  or  the 
other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  section,  widch  had 
been  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  respecting  die  repre- 
sentation of  Maine  on  this  floor.  Looking  back 
to  1791.  what  then  took  place  on  a  similar  subject 
with  this  1  The  State  crt  Kentnckj,  if  he  was  not  * 
egregioosly  mistaken  in  the  history  of  the  times, 
vras  ddlayed  eighteen  raonli»  before  she  was  per- 
mitted to  come  in,  until  Vermont  also  was  ready; 
and  the  two  States  would  be  found  ccmnected  to- 
gether in  the  act  providing  for  their  representation 
m  Congress.  He  asked  whether  this  precedent 
from  the  statute  book  might  not  be  advantageously 
followed  in  regard  to  the  two  States  now  c&iming 
admission  into  the  Union;  one  being  from  the 
Northeast,  the  other  from  the  West,  as  was.  the 
case  in  1791?  This,  he  said,  was  worthr  of  con- 
sideration. The  precedent  was  from  the  early, 
and,  as  far  at  least  as  regards  the  oonstniction  of 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  act,  the  best 
times  of  the  Republic.  Whether  such  an  union 
of  the  two  States  took  pkee  now,  or  not,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  wished  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  on 
the  subject  of  the  representation  of  Maine?  Did 
the  gentleman  mean  to  follow  up  this  bill  by 
another,  providing  specially  for  that  object  ?  The 
Committee,  he  thought,  ought  not  to  rise  and  re- 
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port  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  without  satisfac- 
tory information  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Holmes  rose  in  reply.  The  application 
from  the  people  of  Maine  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  was  a  distinct 
subject  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee; and  the  question  was,  shall  Maine  be  or 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Upon  that  ques- 
tion, he  was  prepared  to  support  the  affirmative. 
The  other  question,  relative  to  the  apportionment 
of  representation  between  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, he  was  readv  to  discuss  now  or  at  any  other 
time ;  and  the  only  reason  why  he  bad  wished  to 
expunge  the  section  relative  to  that  point  from  the 
present  bill,  was  that  there  was  some  uncertainty, 
irom  the  practice  which  had  hitherto  prevailed  on 
the  admission  of  new  States^  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  representation.  For  himself^  ne  said, 
he  had  enter  tat  med  no  doubt  oa  the  subject,  until 
he  saw  the  precedent  to  which  the  gentleman  had 
alluded.  He  had  felt,  no  doubt,  that  when  a  State 
is  formed  from  a  portion  of  another  State,  and  the 
relative  proportion  of  the  territory  and  population 
known,  the  representation  should  stand  as  at  pre- 
sent until  a  new  census  was  taken.  But,  he  said, 
this  precedent,  with  regard  to  Kentucky,  had  stag- 
gered him.  That  State  had  been  formed  from  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Virginia,  and  two  repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor  were  given  to  Kentucky, 
without  diminishing  the  number  of  representatives 
from  the  State  of  Virginia.  This  was  a  precedent 
which  he  thought  did  not  exactly  accord  with  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  wnich  laid  down  a 
different  rule  foT  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion. It  was  possible,  he  said,  there  was  some  rea- 
son, which  we  do  not  know,  which  induced  the 
course  pursued  on  that  occasion.  Possibly  it  was 
then  determined  that,  if  a  State  sending  nfly  rep- 
resentatives should  be  divided  into  two  States,  the 
original  State  should  continue  to  send  her  fifty 
members,  and  the  new  State  should  send  twenty- 
five.  If  Corigress  had  so  determined,  he  appre- 
hended they  had  determined  against  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  Probably  Congress  then 
thought  they  had  the  power  which  they  exercised, 
inasmuch  as  the  existing  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives among  the  S&tes  had  been  made  by  the 
framers  of  the  UonstitutioUj  and  not  according  to 
an  exact  enumeration  of  the  People.  Probably  the 
people  in  that  portion  of  the  Territory  haa  in- 
creased so  much  faster  than  the  rest  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  to  entitle  them  to  the  two 
representatives  whicn  were  thus  additionally  given. 
But  this  precedent  proved  that,  between  one  appor- 
tionment and  another,  the  Congress  have  a  right 
to  modify  that  apportionment,  where  circumstances 
make  it  necessary.  However  it  might  be  settled 
in  matter  of  form  in  the  present  case,  Mr.  H.  said 
that  the  parties  concerned  would  be  satisfied  that 
Maine  has  the  seven  representatives,  which  accord- 
ing to  the  last  enumeration  that  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Massachusetts  is  entitled  to,  and  Massa- 
chusetts would  be  content  to  have  the  remaining 
thirteen  representatives  to  which  her  population 
entitled  her.  If  the  doctrine  estaUishea  in  the 
case  of  Kentucky  should  be  sustained  on  this  occa- 

16th  Con.  1st  Ssas. 


sion,  Massachusetts  would  still  have  her  twenty 
representatives,  and  Maine  would  be  entitled  to 
seven.  That  doctrine,  he  said,  would  be  mon- 
strous, and  he  should  not  claim  for  Massachusetts 
the  advantage  of  the  precedent. 

The  truth  was,  he  said,  in  regard  to  this  whole 
subject,  that  the  separation  of  Maine  from  Massa- 
chusetts depended  on  a  contingency,  and  Congress 
could  defeat  it  if  they  would.    Unless  the  consent 
of  Congress  thereto  should  be  given  between  now 
and  the  3d  day  of  March  next,  the  whole  proceed- 
ing which  had  taken  place  was  void,  and  the  ques- 
tion would  be  referred  back  to  Massachusetts. 
Several  attempts  had  been  made  within  the  last 
twenty  years  to  attain  the  object,  which,  as  far  as 
regardea  the  consent  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
people  of  Maine,  was  now  accomplished.    We 
nave  now,  said  he,  a  population  of  ttiree  hundred 
thousand,  and  are  separated  by  the  intervention  of 
another  State  from  old  Massachusetts.    Will  any 
one  say  we  ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  f    We  are  answered,  yes  \  and  that,  unless 
we  will  agree  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union 
unconditionally,  we  ought  not  be  admitted!    I 
hope  the  doctrine  did  not  extend  quite  as  far  as 
that.    [Mr.  Clay  here  said,  in  an  undertone,  yes 
it  did.]    I  hope,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman  does 
not  mean  to  put  the  question  on  that  footing.    The 
subjects  are  wholly  unconnected ;  and  if^  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri,  I 
held  not  the  opinion  which  I  have  heretofore  ex- 
pressed, if  I  were  to  be  told  that  Maine  was  not  to 
De  admitted  into  the  Union  unless  Missouri  was 
also  unconditionally  admitted,  I  should  forfeit  the 
chance  of  Maine  rather  than  forfeit  my  opinion. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  tne  gentle- 
man did  not  mean  to  connect  tnis  question  with 
that ;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that,  though 
Maine  is  entitled  to  admission,  though  her  claims 
are  fair  and  undeniable,  she  shall  not  be  admitted, 
unless  another  State  should  be  admitted  whose 
claims  may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
this  House,  stand  on  the  same  footing.    Mr.  H. 
trusted,  he  said,  that  Missouri  would  be  admitted. , 
The  doctrines  which  the  Speaker  considered  as 
dangerous,  Mr.  H.  said,  he.  too,  disclaimed ;  but 
he  equally  disclaimed  the  doctrine  that  Missouri 
and  Maine  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing. 
They  stand  differently.    In  regard  to  Maine,  there 
is  no  contested  question  of  restriction  or  non-re- 
striction;  she  stands  on  her  own  ^ound;   she 
shows  that  she  has  fulfilled  the  conditions  required 
of  her  by  Massachusetts,  and  asks  your  consent, 
which  is  necessary  to  her  taking  ranx  among  the 
States.    And  how  is  it  suggested  that  you  shall 
answer  her  ?    Why,  inasmuch  that  there  is  a  dis- 
pute between  Congress  and  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, and  there  is  no  dispute  respecting  Maine, 
she  is  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  Missouri  is  admit- 
ted without  condition !    Mr.  H.  said,  he  hoped 
those  two  subjects  would  not  be  united.    He  did 
not  perceive  any  connexion  between  them.    He 
was  perfectly  willing  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  the  question  of  the  representation  of  Maine,  bat 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now. 

Mr.  LivERMORB,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  the 
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question  before  tbe  Committee  he  took  to  be  sim- 
ply this:  whether  the  Committee  should  rise,  and 
report  the  bill  now  before  them.  He  asked  the 
honorable  |;entleman  from  Kentucky,  whether  he 
was  of  opmion  that  Congress  could  impose  any 
restriction  on  Maine?  That  question  the  gentle- 
man would,  he  knew,  answer  in  the  negative. 
Why,  then,  was  the  time  of  the  House  taken  up  in 
an  unnecessary  discussion?  It  had  been  said  tnat, 
if  restrictions  were  proposed  on  Missouri,  Maine 
and  Missouri  ought  to  come  into  the  Union,  hand 
and  hand  together.  Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  very 
well  known,  that  every  one  who  contended  for  the 
restriction'on  tbe  new  States,  beyond  tbe  Mississip- 
pi, had  gone  on  the  ground  that  the  territory  acquired 
oy  France  stood  on  a  distinct  footing,  and  not  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  old  States.  Why  did  not  the 
gentleman,  when  the  State  of  Alallama  was  ad- 
mitted in  the  Union  by  a  bill  passed  at  this  session, 
make  the  objections  which  he  had  now  raised  Co 
the  admission  of  Maine?  '  That  bill,  however,  had 
passed  through  this  House  with  as  much  celerity 
as  was  usual  with  bills  of<a  public  nature,  to  say 
no  more  of  it.  If  no  difference  of  opinion  existed 
as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  Maine  into  the 
Union,  why  was  the  House  impeded  in  its  progress 
through  the  bill  by  arguments  which  appli^  to 
another  question,  and  not  this  ? 
Mn  Clay  remarked  that,  since  the  Question  was 

Sut,  he  wpuld  say  at  once  to  the  gentleman  from 
f assachusetts,  and  hisworthy  friend  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  with  that  frankness  which  perhaps  too 
much  oelonged  to  his  character,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  give  his  consent  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  as  lon^  as  the  doc- 
trines were  upheld  of  annexing  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  States  into  the  Union  from  beyond 
the  mountains.  Equality,  said  he,  is  equity.  If 
we  have  no  right  to  impose  conditions  on  this 
State^  we  have  none  to  impose  them  on  the  State 
of  Missouri^  Although,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 
mean  to  anticipate  the  argument  on  this  subject, 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  would  find 
himself  totally  to  fail  in  the  attempt  to  establish 
the  position  that,  because  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
was  acquired  by  purchase,  she  is  our  vassal,  and 
we  have  a  right  to  affix  to  her  admission  conditions 
not  applicable  to  the  States  on  this  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  doctrine,  said  Mr.  C,  is  an  alarm- 
ing one,  and  I  protest  against  it  now,  and  when- 
ever or  wherever  it  may  lie  asserted,  that  there  are 
no  rights  attaching  in  the  one  case  which  do  not 
in  the  otj^er;  or  that  any  line  of  distinction  is  to 
be  drawh  between  the  Eastern  and  the  Western 
States.  It  is  a  distinction  which  neither  exists  in 
reason,  Qor  can  you  carry  it  it  into  effect  in  prac- 
tice. But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into 
this  subject.  It  was  proper  and  fitting,  however, 
in  his  opinion,  that  tnis  bill  should  be  delayed: 
that  the  House  should  not  act  on  the  one  bill  until 
it  could  also  act  on  the  other  for  the  admission  of 
a  State  in  the  West.    But  it  seemed  there  was  a 

Krticular  aversion  to  the  connexion  of  Maine  and 
issouri.    If  he  was  not  much  mistaken,  Mr.  C. 
said,  those  who  now  objected  to  such  an  alliance, 


were  the  advocates  of  the  alliance  in  the  case 
which  he  had  quoted  in  the  precedent,  and  had 
succeeded  in  keeping  Kentucky  out  of  the  Unioi 
for  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  because  Ver> 
mont  was  not  ready  to  come  in;  and,  when  ready, 
connected  them  in  the  same  bill.  I  am.  glad  to 
hear,  said  he,  from  the  gentleman  from  Massacho- 
setts,  that  that  old  and  venerable  Commonwealtii 
has  given  to  Maine  till  the  3d  of  March  to  come 
into  the  Union,  or  rather  has  allowed  to  Coogres 
till  the  3d  of  March  to  admit  her.  If  is  a  good 
long  time  to  the  3d  of  March,  at  least  sixty  davs, 
and  in  that  time  much  light  may  be  shed  on  tne 
principles  which  are  to  Bovem  us  in  tbe  admission 
of  new  States  into  the  Union.  .  What  occasioD, 
then,  for  haste  ?  The  gentleman  from  Masaadni- 
setts,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  unwilling  to  follow  a 
part  of  the  precedent  of  1791 :  but,  wl^ea  the  other 
part  of  it  was  suggested  for  his  imitation,  it  was 
most  unreasonable !  The  gentleman  had  himself 
shown  that  it  was  not  now  proper  to  act  conclu- 
sively on  this  bill;  for  has  he  not  told  the  House, 
askea  Mr.  C,  that  he  has  not  prepared  a  proposi- 
tion respecting  the  representation  of  Maine  ?  When 
will  he  do  it  ?  Supposing  we  have  a  right  to  take 
seven  Representatives  from  Massachusetts,  and 
give  them  to  Maine,  what  will  be  the  conditioa  of 
the  gentlemen  who  now  represent  those  seven  dis- 
tricts of  Massachusetts?.  But  it  was  a  question,  he 
said,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  u> 
disfranchise  Massachusetts,  by  taking  from  her 
seven,  or  any  other  number  of  her  Representatives. 
These  matters  ought  to  be  duly  considered,  and 
fi^entlemen  should  be  prepared  to  act  on  mem. 
Why  pass  this  bill  witn  such  speed,  and,  after  it 
passes,  proceed. to  consider  the  aifficulties  respect- 
ing the  subject  which  gentlemen  acknowledged  to 
exist?  Suppose,  after  the  law  was  passed,  and 
difficulties  respecting  the  representation  in  Con- 
gress should  be  discovered  to  be  so  insuperable, 
Qiat  Maine  could  have  no  representation.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  presumed  she  would  not  be  willing  to  come 
into  the  Union  on  that  footing,  whibt  her  present 
situation  was  different,  that  portion  of  Massachu- 
setts having  in  fact  seven  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress. Suppbse,  said  he,  I  was  mistaken  in  my 
doctrine  respecting  restrictions  on  new  States^ 
and  that  you  have  a  right  to  measure  justice  bf 
different  standards,  whv  do  not  the  friends  of  re- 
striction come  forwara  and  propose  a  restriction 
on  Maine,  if  not  the  same  as  that  proposed  to  be 
imposed  on  Missouri,  on  some  other  point?  To 
pass  this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  he  said,  would 
be  an  act  of  half  legislation  j  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Lesislatiu'e  with- 
out giving  to  the  State  of  Maine  (mAt  was  of  es- 
sential importance)  the  representation  in  the  Union 
which  was  due  to  its  numbers,  and  required  by  \u 
interests.  If  the  gentleman  wanted  time  to  jpre- 
pare  the  necessary  amendments  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  G.  said,  he  would  give  him  time  by  postpon- 
ing the  bill  ^  at  the  same  time  repeating,  that  he 
was  not  desirous  to  defeat  the  adnussion  of  Maine 
into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
gentleman  had  avowed  his  object  in  opposing  the 
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progress  of  this  bill,  with  his  usual  and  character- 
istic frankness ;  which  he  hoped  would  constitute 
a  sure  pledge  that  he  would  give  up  his  opposition, 
if  it  should  appear  not  to  be  well  founded.  The 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  wish  to  unite  the  two 
questions  of  Maine  and  Missouri.  It  had  sometimes 
occurred,  Mr.  W.  said,  when  one  branch  oi  a  Le- 
gislature refused  its  assent  to  a  measure  which  had 
passed  the  other,  that  the  object  of  the  latter  was 
obtained  by  tacking  the  obnoxious  proposition  to 
some  favorite  measure  of  the  former :  and,  as  Mr. 
W.  understood  the  honorable  Speaker,  he  had  de- 
clared that  he  would  go  on  this  principle  in  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union  ;  and  that, 
in  'this  case,  he  would  not  admit  Maine  unless 
tacked  to  Missouri— *he  woold  admit  both  at  the 
same  time,  and  both  on  the  same  principle.  Now, 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  held  that  there  was  no  similarity 
in  the  two  cases.  The  Speaker  would  certainly  do 
the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri  unconditioBally  into  the  Union,  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  they  were  honest  and  sincere 
in  their  opposition  to  it,  and  that  they  did  believe 
that  Congress  have  a  right  to  impose  conditions 
on  her  admission,  and  they  did  further  believe  the 
proposed  condition  to  be  expedient.  Here,  then, 
was  a  part,  perhaps  a  majority,  of  Congress  believ- 
ing in  the  Mht  of  annexing  conditions  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  How  was  it 
with  regard  to  Maine?  Why,  not  one  individual 
member  in  this  House — ^not  the  honorable  Speaker 
himself,  supposed  that  any  condition  ought  to  be 
annexed  to  her  admission :  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  avowed  his  belief  that  she  ought  to  be  admit- 
ted without  condition.  Ought  not  every  case  to 
stand  on  its  own  bottom  f  Would  the  Speaker 
consider  it  consistent  with  sound  principles  to  say 
that  he  believed  Maine  oaght  to  be  admitted,  and 
yet  refUse  to  admit  her  unless  Missouri  should  also 
oe  received,  as  he  wishes,  unconditionally  into  the 
Union  1  Such  a  refusal  would  be  a  mere  political 
expedient ;  it  would  be  to  accomplish,  by  improper 
means,  what  could  not  otherwise  be  accom|Misbed ; 
a  contrivance  to  get  the  House  to  do  what  they  do 
not  approve,  or  leave  them  the  alternative  of  omit- 
ting to  do  what,  even  according  to  the  Speaker's 
own  position,  ought  to  be  done.  Was  it  proper, 
Mr.  W.  asked,  to  make  the  interest  of  Maine  a  sac- 
rifice to  such  a  policy  ?  Was  it  Maine,  he  asked, 
who  stood  in  the  way  of  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
or  was  it  something  else?  And,  if  not,  ou^t 
Maine  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  a  scheme  for  compellmg 
Congress  to  admit  Missouri  without  any  conoition  ? 
He  hoped  the  honorable  Speaker  would  revise  his 
decision }  and,  if  he  did,  Mr.  W.  was  sure  he  would 
decide  dmerently. 

With  regard  to  other  grounds  traversed  by  the 
Speaker,  vniich  seemed  only  to  come  in  aid  of  his 
main  c^jeot,  Mr.  W.  confessed  himself  to  be  in 
more  doubt.  He  did  not  believe  it  was  in  the  power 
o£  Congress  to  .say  that,  of  twenty  Representatives 
which  Massachusetts  has  on  this  floor,  seven  should 
be  sent  home ;  nor  did  he  believe  it  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  select  the  seven  to  be  sent  home.  This 
difficulty,  however,  he  believed,  might  be  gotten 
over,  bat^he  feared^not  in  the  way  which  had  been 


contemplated.  He  believed  Congress  might  make 
a  provision  that  the  seven  Representatives  from 
the  districts  in  Maine  should,  for  the  present  Con- 
gress, be  considered  as  the  Representatives  of  Maine, 
and  the  remaining  thirteen  as  the  RepresentatiTe^ 
of  Massachusetts.    This  course,  whilst  within  the 

Kwer  of  Congress,  could  not  but  be  acceptable  to 
assachusetts  as  well  as  to  Maine.  By  authorizing 
the  convention  of  the  people  of  Maine  to  form  a 
constitution  of  State  govermnent,  Massachusetts 
must  have  been  considmd  as  consenting  to  have 
her  representation  curtailed.  If  the  section  report- 
ed by  the  select  (iommittee  had  been  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  bill,  a  proviso  of  this  description 
m^ht  have  been  added,  and,  in  this  way,  every 
dimculty  have  been  removed.  However,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  nad  not  ol^ected  to  striking  it  out,  in  defer- 
ence to  what  he  supposed  the  better  judgment  of 
several  gentlemen  tram  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
who  tbmight  it  better  that  this  povision  should  be 
the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.  ^  With  respect  to  the 
apportionment  of  representation,  he  took  occasion 
to  say,  he  did  not  bdieve  Congress  was  under  any 
necessity  of  making  it  at  the  moment  after  the 
census  was  taken ;  he  thought  it  might  be  made  at 
any  other  and  intermediate  time.  Whatever  ar- 
rangement mi^ht  be  made  so  as  to  reserve  their 
respective  portions  of  rmesentation,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  sure  both  Massacnusetts  and  Maine  would 
be  satisfied.  The  former  would  not  expect  to  hold 
her  whole  present  representation,  after  the  sever- 
ance of  Maine,  as  Viicinia  did  after  the  State  of 
Kentucky  was  formed  from  territory  within  her 
limits. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  given 
the  House  a  piece  of-  history  which  he  had  never 
heard  before.  He  was  apprehensive  the  honorable 
Speaker  might  have  hem  muinformed.  He  un- 
derstood him  to  have  said  that  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky had  been  tacked  together,  and  the  admission 
of  one  had  been  made  necessary  to  that  of  the 
other ;  and,  further,  that  the  objection  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Kentucky  came  from  the  Bastem  and 
Northern  sections  of  the  Union.  This,  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  had  never  heard  before.  If  the  gentleman 
judged  from  the  fact  that  the  statute  book  showed 
them  both  to  have  been  admitted  at  the  same  time, 
it  was  as  fair  to  infer  that  the  objection  came  from 
the  South  as  that  it  eame  from  the  North.  But, 
be  the  fact  in  that  case  what  it  may^  said  Mr.  W., 
it  ought  to  make  no  difference  in  r^rd  to  the  ad- 
mission pf  Maine.  Because  Congress  inay  at 
ftny  former  period  have  done  wrong,  wiU  the 
honorable  Speaker  insist  upon  our  domg  so  too? 
The  Speaker,  he  said,  had  not  commended,  but 
rather  reprobated,  the  aUeged  delay  of  the  admis- 
sion of  nlentucky  for  die  purpose  of  including 
Vermont;  and  if  he  reprobated  i»  in  that  case,  it 
was  because  the  thing  was  incorrect  in  itself.  If 
so,  certainly  the  Speaker  would  not  persist  now 
in  contending  for  a  measure  whi<di  was  then  wrong, 
but  would  give  it  up  as  incorrect  at  all  times. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  imposing  condi- 
tions on  the  admission  of  new  States,  Mr.  W. 
pointed  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Looistana 
mto  the  Union.  Were  there  no  conditions  there,  he 
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asked,  which  conflicted  with  the  absolute  sovereign- 
ty of  an  independent  State  ?  There  were  conditions 
imposed  on  Louisiana  infinitely  more  numerous 
than  were  proposed  to  be  imposed  upon  MissourL 
She  was  required  to  make  and  maintain  a  variety 
of  municipal  regulations,  which  no  other  State 
had  been  required  to  do.  One  stipulation  was,  | 
that  the  trial  by  jury  should  be  established  and  I 
maintained.  What  principle  could  be  nearer  ^nd 
dearer  to  the  hearts  of  Americans  than  the  right 
of  establishing  a  judiciary,  or  regulating  it  as  they 
thought  proper  ?  Yet,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  heard 
no  one  object  to  these  restrictions.  In  relation  to 
the  States  admitted  in  the  Western  countr}r,  pro- 
visions had  been  inserted  in  the  act  of  admission, 
requiring  that  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
should  not  be  taxed }  and  not  only  so,  but  that 
lands  of  individuals,  the  lands  given  to  soldiers, 
should  not  be  taxed  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
Mr.  W.  asked,  whether  the  power  of  laying  taxes 
was  not  one  of  the  most  sovereign  which  could 
be  exercised ;  and  if,  in  a  particmar  like  this,  a 
condition  could  be  impost  by  Congress,  could 
they  not  likewise  impose  the  condition  which  bad 
been  contemplated  in  respect  to  Missouri  ?  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  declaring  tne  main  ground  taken  by 
the  honorable  Spjeaker  to  be  whoUv  untenable,  and 
that  the  only  serious  objection  he  nad  raised  to  the 
progress  of  tne  bill  could  be  obviated,  by  an  amend- 
ment, with  the  greatest  ease. 

Mr.  Holmes  again  rose.  The  honorable  Speak- 
er, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  had  said,  that 
equality  is  equity.  So  it  is,  said  Mr.  H.  I  am  dis- 
posed to  proceed,  and  apply  that  principle  to  the 
present  case,  and  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  go  with 
me  and  do  likewise.  The  United  States  were 
thirteen  in  number  when  they  formed  the  present 
compact ;  and  among  its  provisions  was  one,  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  be 
formed  out  of  tne  original,  with  the  consent  of  the 
States  and  of  Congress.  And  how  had  equality 
proceeded  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution? 
A  State  had  been  formed  from  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  Virginia,  and  one  from  North  Carolina ;  and 
Ohio,  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  and 
Alabama,  had  been  successively  admitted  from 
the  territories.  No  division  of  any  State  had  in 
the  mean  time  taken  place  in  the  North  or  East, 
nor  bad  any  new  State  been  erected  there.  He 
trusted,  he  said,  that  ht  should  not  be  accused  of 
ever  actins  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equality 
or  eouity :  ne  had  no  wish  that  the  North  and  East 
should  have  privile^s  not  enjoyed  by  the  South 
and  West — a  doctrine  against  which  he  had  jpro- 
tested  in  danserous  times,  and  against  which  he 
now  protested.  We  are  now  told  that  our  appli- 
cation is  just,  and  we  have  certainly  not  been  im- 
portunate; yet,  unless  we  will  do  towards  another 
section  of  tne  Union  what  we  ourselves  believe  to 
be  wrong,  you  will  not  do  what  in  your  consciencci 
you  believe  to  be  rurht  The  honorable  Speaker 
was  mistaken,  Mr.  n.  said,  he  believed,  with  re- 
MMct  to  the  union  of  Kentucky  with  Vermont,  in 
tneir  admission*  Vermont,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  a 
separate  State  during  the  war;  raised  her  own 
troops  and  paid  them,  and  had  a  claim  to  admis- 


sion wholly  independent  of  any  other  State.  Two 
Representatives,  however,  were  giren  to  each 
State;  the  same  representation  being  given  to 
Kentucky,  who  was  already  represented,  as  to 
Vermont,  who  was  before  unrepresented.  This 
certainly  showed  no  particular  psLrtiality  or  favor- 
itism to  the  East.  % 

As  r^rds  the  present  representation,  it  was 
not  for  Congress  to  decide  wno  were  to  continue 
to  be,  and  who  to  cease  to  be,  members  of  tbc 
present  Congress ;  but  it  was  for  this  Hofise,  which 
was  the  so&  judge  of  the  elections  and  privi- 
leges of  its  own  members.  Congress  had  no  more 
power  over  the  representation  of  any  State  in 
Congress  than  this  House  had  over  the  members 
of  the  Senate.  The  section  which  related  to 
the  representation,  therefore^  had  been  properly 
stricken  out  of  the  bill.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
portionment to  be  made  of  the  further  representa- 
tion of  Maine  in  this  House,  until  the  next  enu- 
meration takes  place,  was  there  any  fear  that  it 
would  not  be  made  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution?  On  this  subject,  there  was  a 
perfect  accord  between  Maine  and  Massachusetts: 
the  latter  had  consented  that  the  Representatifes 
from  the  districts  contained  in  Maine  should  be 
considered  as  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  that  her  representation  should  be  pro- 
portionallv  reduced. 

Mr.  H.  hoped  that  the  subject  of  the  representa- 
tion of  Maine  in  Congress  would  not  be  connected 
in  the  biH  with  that  of  her  admission  into  the  Union ; 
neither,  he  hoped,  would  the  Maine  question  be  con- 
nected with  that  of  Missouri.  He  would  not  refa» 
justice  in  one  case  imless  injustice  was  done  in 
another.  Was  it  right  to  do  so?  Suppose  we  had 
said,  when  questions  respecting  the  admission  of 
new  States  have  been  propo^,  that  we  would 
not  admit  them  unless  they  would  agree  that, 
whenever  application  was  made  by  the  State  of 
Maine  for  the  purpose,  she  should  be  admitted. 
That  condition  woiild  have  been  wrong.  Let  each 
claim  stand  on  its  own  footing.  I  ask  of  gendemen, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  do  as  we  have  done,  and  as  I,  as 
an  individuaL  shall  do  when  the  oHier  subject 
presents  itselt  for  consideration.  Do  gentlemen 
calculate  on  more  liberalit)^  on  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion, when  it  comes  up.  in  consequence  of  the 
opposition  now  made  to  this  bill  ?  If  they  do,  they 
are  mistaken :  gentlemen  in  this  House  are  not 
to  be  driven  from  their  positions.  Mr.  H.  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  he  had  hoped  there  would 
be  a  fair  and  liberal  vote  for  the  admission  of  Afaine 
without  condition ;  he  yet  hoped  it,  though,  from 
what  had  taken  place,  there  was  some  reason  to 
fear  there  would  not. 

Mr.  Clat  said  that,  with  respect  to  uniting  the 
two  States  of  Maine  and  Missouri  in  one  act,  be 
had  not  intimated  any  intention  at  present  to  con- 
nect them.  But  in  reference  to  the  case  which 
he  had  referred  to  as  a  precedent  for  such  a  con- 
nexion, the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  had 
professed  his  ignorance  of  it.  The  gentleman, 
Mr.  C.  said,  might  never  have  heard  of  it,  and,  as 
he  had  so  said,  doubtless  never  had  beard  oi  it; 
taut,  if  the  gentleman  was  not  infoimed  on  the 
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subject,  he  f  Mr.  C.)  hoped  he  would  allow  to  him 
the  benefit  ne  had  derived  from  haying  partici- 
pated, in  some  degree,  in  the  transactions  of  that 
day.    I  can  assure  him,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  pro- 
position came  from  the  North,  to  delay  the  admis- 
sion of  Kentucky  into  the  Union,  until  Vermont 
was  ready  to  come  in.    But  the  gentleman  per- 
ceived great  injustice  in  such  a  proceeding  at  the 
present  day ;  on  that  head,  Mr.  0.  said,  hi  would 
recoomiend  to  his  recollection  the  old  anecdote  of 
the  parson  and  the  bull.    He  professed  that  he 
could  not  see  the  great  iniustice  of  a  proposition, 
if  now  made,  to  connect  the  admission  of  the  two 
States  togetner.    A  State  in  the  quarter  of  the 
coimtrjr  from  which  I  come,  said  Mr.  C,  asks  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.    What  say  the  gentle- 
men who  ask  the  admission  of  this  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union  1    Why,  they  wUl  not  admit  Mis- 
souri without  a  condition  which  strips  it  of  an 
essential  attribute  of  sovereignty.    What  then  do 
I  say  to  them  ?    That  justice  is  due  to  ail  parts  of 
the  Union ;  your  State  shall  be  admitted  free  of 
condition ;    but,  if  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri 
also  free  of  condition,  we  see  no  reason  why  you 
shall  take  to  yourselves  privileges  which  you  deny 
to  her — and^  until  you  grant  them  also  to  her.  we 
will  not  admit  you.    This  notion  of  an  equivalent, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  a  new  one  ^  it  was  one  upon 
which  Commonwealths  and  States  had  acted  from 
time  immemorial.    But  he  did  not  mean  to  press 
this  part  of  the  subject — ^he  would  put  it  aside,  and 
conmie  himself  to  the  single  point,  whether  it  was 
proper  to  pass  this  bill,  without  incorporating  in  it 
some  provision  on  the  subject  of  the  representation 
of  Maine  1    This  was  the  point  on  which  he  de- 
sired a  decbion  before  the  oill  passed.    Were  he 
to  permit  himself  again  to  glance  at  the  case  of 
Missouri,  he  would  say,  there  was  a  wide  difference, 
in  one  respect,  between  that  case  and  the  case  of 
Maine ;  and  that  the  former  most  urgently  required 
the  attention  of  the  House.    The  one  was  in  the 
actual  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  of  self-govern- 
ment— ^was  already  in  the  Confederacy  as  a  com- 
ponent part  of  a  highly  respectable  State — ^was 
heard  and  represented  by  a  phalanx  of  seven  mem- 
bers on  this  floor.  Whilst  Missouri  was  subjected  to 
arbitrary  government,  for  he  held  that,  whenever 
a  people  are  subject  to  a  government  under  an 
authority  which  is  as  to  them  foreign,  they  being 
unrepresented,  that  government  is  arbitrary,  what- 
ever  be  the  character  of  its  measures — no  boon 
from  Heaven,  in  his  estimation,  being  more  ines- 
timable than  the  privile^re  of  a  people  to  govern 
themselves — and  no  political  state  more  intoler- 
able than  that  of  having  laws,  and  those  most 
solemn  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  imposed  upon  a 
people  without  their  consent.    Precedents  might 
be  found  for  such  proceedings,  but,  happily  for  the 
Nevr  World,  not  in  this  part  of  the  globe,  but  in 
the  other  hemisphere,  and  recently  too.  at  tne  close 
of  one  of  the  most  memorable  struggles  in  which 
any  portion  of  the  human  race  had  ever  been  en- 

faged.  Missouri  was  unheard  on  this  floor  ^  she 
aa  not  twenty  votes  to  spring  up  in  vindication 
of  her  rights  and  defence  of  her  interests ;  this  in- 
fant, distant  Territory,  without  a  vote  on  this  floor, 


was  in  no  condition  comparable  to  that  in  which 
Maine  now  stood.  But,  he  said,  he  would  not  press 
this  subject  further. 

There  were  difl^culties,  it  was  admitted,  in  re- 
gard to  the  representation  of  Maine ;  and  it  was 
questionable,  at  least,  whether,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, Congress  could  subtract  from  the  number 
of  Representatives  Massachusetts  now  has,  any 
portion  of  them.  Could  any  State  by  her  consent 
g[rant  to  Congress  the  power  to  do  so  ?  If  in  rela- 
tion to  one  of  its  Representatives,  can  it  in  relatioji 
to  the  whole  of  them  ?  If  not,  in  relation  to  what 
part  ?  If  by  the  consent  of  the  State  this  may  be 
done,  how  is  that  consent  to  be  given — by  the 
Legislature  or  by  the  whole  people  ?  If  by  the 
whole  people,  have  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
been  consulted  on  the  subject  in  the  present  in- 
stance? The  Legislature,  it  was  true,  had  passed 
an  act  on  the  subject;  but  had  the  Legislature 
competent  authority  to  do  so  ?  Mr.  C.  did  not  say 
that  these  difficulties  were  insuperable ;  he  hoped 
they  could  be  gotten  over.  But^he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  hurried }  that  they  should 
take  time  to  consider  all  the  consequences  of  what 
they  were  about  to  do— the  more  as  there  was  no 
great  urgency  in  the  business.  He  thought,  he 
said,  that  Maine  ousht  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union ;  he  thought  the  same  of  Missouri ;  and  al- 
though he  mifl[ht  be  forced  to  withhold  his  assent 
to  the  admission  of  Maine,  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  should  (which  he  trusted  they  would  not) 
impose  unconstitutional  restrictions  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  he  should  do  it  with  great  re- 
luctance. But,  in  any  event,  this  question  respect- 
ing the  representation  of  Maine  ought  to  be  under- 
stood; it  ought  to  be  understood  which  of  the 
Representatives  of  Maine  were  hereafter  to  be 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts.  There  was 
notning  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  required  that  a  person  should  represent  the 
district  in  which  he  resides;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Boston  was  as  much  the  Representatire  of 
the  Maine  part  of  Massachusetts,  as  he  who  lived 
in  that  district  of  country.  It  would  be  seen,  then, 
that  if  the  difficulties  surrounding  this  subject 
were  not  insuperable,  they  were  yet  of  some  mag- 
nitude. He  tnerefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  report  progress^  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  HoLMSe  said,  that  until  the  honorable 
Speaker  disclosed  the  whole  extent  of  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  it  was  impossible,  either  by  argu- 
ment or  amendment,  to  obriate  them;  and  the 
Speaker  had  not  yet  disclosed  them.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  objection  which  he  had 
urged,  on  the  score  of  the  representation,  was  the 
only  objection  which  he  had  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  .He  wished  to  know,  if  that  objection  was 
gotten  over,  whether  the  Speaker  would  not  make 
the  admission  of  Missouri  a  condition  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine ;  and  called  upon  him  to  know 
whether  he  should  persist  in  his  opposition  to  that 
bill,  unless  this  position  was  given  up.  For,  if 
that  was  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  there  was  no 
occasion  for  the  Committee's  rising.  The  extent 
of  my  plan  now  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  memban 
hereafter  to  be  elected,  shall  be  according  to  tha 
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population  of  the  two  reqwctire  portions  of  the 
present  State  of  Massachusetts.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  this  ?  Does  the  Constitation  prescribe 
or  authorize  any  thing  else  ?  This  is  what  the 
Ckmgress  can  do;  but  they  cannot  go  one  step 
further.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  represent* 
ation  in  the  present  Congress,  if  any,  cannot  be 
settled  by  bill,  but  most  be  settled  by  this  House. 
And  do  gentlemen  mean  to  contend  that  a  legis- 
lative act  shall  be  postponed  to  settle  a  question  in 
re^d  to  members'  seats,  which  may  hereafter 
arise?  This  would  be  a  course  which  would  for 
ever  postpone  the  admission  of  Maine.  Mr.  H. 
could  not  oelieve,  he  said,  that  there  could  be  any 
serious  difficulty  on  this  subject,  dbc.  He  con- 
cluded by  sayinff,  he  wished  this  question  to  be 
answered:  whetner  the  honorable  Speaker  meant 
to  make  it  a  sine  fua  nan  to  the  admi^ion  of 
Maine,  that  Missouri  should  previously  be  admitted 
without  condition  ? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  always  the  greatest  dis- 
position in  the  world  to  oblige  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  had  no  objection  to  be  interro- 
gated by  him  as  long  as  he  pleased.  The  gentle- 
man had  asked  him  to -make  objections — against 
what?  The  gentleman  had  brought  forward  no 
proposition  to  which  to  state  objections ;  and  the 
obiection  was,  that  there  w^is  no  such  pnmosition 
berore  the  House.  The  biU,  as  reported,  did  con- 
tain a  provision  that  Massachusetts  should  have 
hereafter  thirteen,  and  Maine  seven  Representa- 
tives, but  which  of  the  present  twenty  were  to  be 
assigned  to  Maine,  and  which  to  Massachusetts,  it 
did  not  provide.  Mr.  C.  said  it  did  not  belong  to 
him,  but  to  the  gentleman  vfrom  Massachusetts,  to 
prepare  an  amendment  on  that  subject.  After 
these  difficulties  were  gotten  over,  Mr.  C.  said  be 
could  satisfy  the  gentleman  on  the  other  point.  If 
he  had  not  already,  however,  been  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, he  was  afiaid  he  should  not  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  gentleman  on  that  head.  The  only  question 
now,  was  on  the  subject  of  the  representation, 
which  certainly  ought  to  be  adjusted  by  this  bill. 
Me.  C.  said  he  foimd  the  gentleman  was  throwing 
out  his  net;  it  was  quite  evident  he  was  not  satis- 
fied himself  what  was  to  be  the  rule  on  this  head ; 
and  his  colleague  had  acknowledged  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty,  but  thinks  that  an  amend- 
ment will  put  it  all  rignt.  Well,  Mr.  C.  said,  if 
that  was  the  matter,  let  the  amendment  be  pre^ 
pared,  and  let  the  Committee  rise  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity  of  preparing  it. 

Mr.  Storrs.  of  New  York,  said,  besides  the 
difficulty  alreaay  stated,  there  was  another  point 
on  whicn  he  wisned  some  information ;  at  the  same 
time  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  declare  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union,  without  reference  to  Missouri.  The  Con- 
stitetion  declared  that  no  State  shall  enter  into 
any  compact  without  the  assent  of  Congress. 
There  had  been  certain  articles  of  stipulations 
acreed  upon  between  Massachusetts  and  the  peo- 
pEs  of  Maine,  amonfi  which  was  one,  for  example, 
seeurine  to  Maine  ner  nroportion  of  all  moneys 
which  diould  be  receivea  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  under  tl]«  claims  of  the  com- 


monwealth, for  militia  services,  dmiog  the  late 
war,  dbc.  Ought  not  the  consent  of  Congress  be 
given  to  these  stipulations? 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  had  been  alluded  to,  obvioudyre^ 
ferred  to  compacts  or  treaties  with  foreign  Powers, 
and  not  to  agreements  between  States.  Btit,  if 
otherwise,  the  consent  of  Conmss  could  be  given 
after,  as  well  as  before,  the  making  of  the  compact 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  rejoiced  that 
the  question  on  this  bill  was  now  narrowed  down 
to  one  point — a  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  repre- 
sentation. Would  it  not,  he  asked,  be  in  the 
power  of  the  two  States  to  settle  this  question  be- 
tween themselves,  without  agitating  it  on  this 
floor  ?  Can  we,  said  he,  deprive  Massachusetts  of 
any  part  of  her  representation?  She  has  twenty 
representatives  on  this  floor,  and  will  continue  to 
have  them.  Is  the  objection  to  her  keeping  them, 
to  come  from  Kentucky?  No;  it  is  to  come  from 
Maine.  If  she  has  no  objection,  are  we  to  object  ? 
Certainly  not  Was  there,  Mr.  F.  asked,  any 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  representative, 
after  his  election,  to  remove  out  of  the  State  which 
he  represents,  into  another?  He  presomed  not; 
for  such  cases  had  occurred,  and  no  exception  had 
been  taken  to  the  right  in  those  persons  to  retain 
their  seats.  If  Maine  be  willing,  and  Massachu- 
setts be  satisfied,  said  Mr.  H.,  ought  not  we  to  he  7 
He  could  see  no  necessity  for  stumbling  here  for 
hours  over  this  objection.  He  was  happy,  he  re- 
marked, that  the  question  was  now  stripped  of 
every  exterior  consideration,  and  the  House  had 
to  decide  only  on  the  plain  question,  whether  Maine 
should  be  admitted  or  not. 

Mr.  Storrs  said  he  had  merely  thrown  out  the 
suggestion  respecting  the  Constitutional  provisdon 
regarding  compacts,  for  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  consider  it  Mr.  S.  added,  he  was 
the  more  induced  to  do  it,  from  the  earnest  desire 
that  Maine  should  not  lose  the  benefit  of  her  share 
of  the  moneys  to  be  received  from  the  United 
States  under  the  Massachusetts'  claims! 

Mr.  Holmes  rejoined  by  a  sportive  remark,  not 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  furnished  the  House  with  some 
light,  to  show  where  they  were.  But  there  was 
before  the  House  no  proposition  on  the  subject  of 
representation :  it  was  that  which  he  wished  to  see 
-^and,  if  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  would 
prepare  one,  the  Committee  would  probably  be 
obliged  to  him  for  giving  them  something  definite 
to  act  on. 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  was  prepared  to  act  on  the 
subject  before  the  House,  no  proposition  being 
necessary  on  a  matter  which  it  woind  be  properly 
left  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine  to  determine. 
This  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  happily  re- 
lieve the  subject  from  the  perplexity  under  wiiich 
the  honorable  Speaker  seem^l  so  much  to  labor 
during  his  addresses  to  the  House. 

Some  other  good-natured  remarks  preceded  the 
rising  of  the  Committee,  which  took  plvx  at  the 
usual  hour. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  December  31. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  in- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal 
all  other  acts  heretofore  passed  tor  that  purpose ; 
^whkh  was  read  twice^  and  committed  to  a  uom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Cosdmittee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in  part  '^ 
^which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Fielding  Jones,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  said  Jones ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com** 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands 
in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  furnishing  the  militia  with  clothing  when 
they  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  £^mount  in  money  in  lieu  thereof,  in  all  cases 
vrherein  they  furnish  themselves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  thi$  House, 
copies  of  such  communication^  as  he  may  have 
received  since  1816,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;  with  a  statement 
of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  lay  oefore  this  House 
copies  01  such  communications  as  he  may  have 
received  since  1816,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;  with  a  statement 
of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  House  on  the 
28th  instant,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant, 
relative  to  the  communication  between  the  river 
Illinois  and  Lake  Michigan,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  allowing 
Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  laud  and  pay  which  would 
have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew,  had  he 
lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in  the  war  j"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  the  one  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  duties  accruing,  and  draw- 
back payable  on  merchandise  exported  from  the 
United  States,  during  the  years  1816,  1817,  and 
1818  ;  the  other  transmitting  the  annual  statement 
of  the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  States  on  the 
31st  December,  1818 ;  which  letters  and  statements 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CLAIMS  FOR  SLAVES,  <&c. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Ciirolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to.  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Basil  Shaw,  reported  : 


That  the  petitioner  states  that,  at  the  cull  of  his 
country,  he  joined  General  Coiroil's  diviaion,  and  re- 
ceived the  appointment  ef  adjutant  general ;  that,  hi* 
stead  of  taking  a  aoldier  from  the  lines  to  wait  on  hin, 
as  by  law  he  was  anlfaorized  to  do,  he  employed  a  ne» 
gro  servant,  and  contracted  to  pay  for  him  unleaa  r»> 
tamed ;  that  in  the  battle  at  New  Orleana,  on  the  8th 
day  of  Jannarv,  1815,  the  said  serrant  was  kiUed  with 
a  cannon  ball  m  the  Generara  eamp ;  and,  conieqoent- 
ly,  thai  the  petitioner  had  to  pay  Mr.  Walton,  the 
owner  of  the  alave,  $500. 

The  following  certificate  aecompaniea  the  petition : 

NoYBxaaa  SI,  1811^ 

I  certify  that  Major  Baail  Shaw  had  a  negro  man 
killed  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  Janaary  last,  at 
Uie  battle  below  New  Orleana,  by  a  cannon  ball  from 
the  enemy's  worluu 

Major  Shaw  acted  as  my  aasiatant  adjutant  general 
daring  the  campaign. 

WILLIAM  CARROLL, 
Major  General  Tennessee  milUia, 

And  alao  the  certificate  of  George  Potndexter,  stat- 
ing that  he  waa  present  in  the  same  room  with  €len- 
eral  CarroU  when  the  cannon  ball  passed  through  and 
killed  Major  Shaw's  negro  boy,  and  that  he  is  confi- 
dent  the  loss  was  attribatable  to  the  casualties  of  war, 
and  not  to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  Major  Shaw. 

The  law  authorised  Major  Shaw  to  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  of  a  private  aoldier  for  the  negro  aeriant; 
but  no  law  has  heretofore  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  value  of  a  alave  so  lost. 

The  committee  conceive  that  to  make  saoh  a  pro- 
vision at  this  time  is  inadmissible,  and  therefore  re- 
commend the  adoption  pf  the  following  resolution : 

Beaoivedt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Hightower,  of  South  Carolina, 
reported : 

That  the  petitioner  sUteathat,  in  the  Fall  of  1817, 
a  wagon,  loaded  with  ordnance,  belonging  to  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
passing  from  Charleston  to  Augusta,  stalled  near  hia 
residence ;  and  that,  application  having  been  made  to 
him  for  assistance,  he  sent  hia  negro  man,  (a  slaye,) 
who,  while  engaged  in  assisting  the  wagoner,  received 
an  injury  which  has  totally  disqualified  him  for  the 
usual  labors  about  the  plantation,  and  rendered  him  of 
but  little  or  no  valne.  Upon  this  atatemeot  of  facta, 
the  truth  of  which  is  certified  by  sundry  penons,  (eoe 
of  whom  is  a  prolMsional  man,  who  desciibes  the  in- 
jury,) the  petitioner  claime  remuneration  from  the 
Goveroment. 

Althovgh  the  committee  are  of  i^ioa  that,  in  af* 
fording  the  assistance  mentioned}  the  petitioner  gave 
proof  of  a  goodness  of  disneaition  honorable  to  hin- 
seli;  yet  it  is  noi  perceived  that  he  can  haire  eclaiin 
upon  the  Government  for,  remuneration.  The  com? 
mitteo,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner  be  rejected. 

The  reports  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

STATE  Of  MAINE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  and  again  resolred  itaeLf  into  a  Committee 
ci  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Mark  Lanqoon  Hill  in  the 
j^hair,)  on  ^e  bill  proyiding  for  the  admission  of 
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the  District  of  Maine  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State. 

And,  no  further  debate  arising — 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  House. 

After  much  debate  on  the  questions  arising  out  of 
the  representation  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Maine 
in  Congpress,  and  the  best  mode  of  arranging  it,  if 
Congress  interposes  at  all  respecting  it,  the  amend- 
ment made  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill  so  much  as  relates  to  this  subject, 
was  a^eed  to. 

Various  other  amendments  were  proposed  to  the 
bill ;  among  which  were  the  following : 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  the  bUl  by  adding 
a  new  secfion,  in  the  following  words : 

**  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted^  That,  until  a  new  enu- 
meration shall  be  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  aaid  Com- 
monwealth of  Maasachusettfl  and  said  State  of  Maine, 
and  a  new  apportionment  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  Uie  United  States,  to  be  elected  in  said 
Masaachusetfai  and  Maine,  the  said  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  be  rep- 
•ented  in  Congress  by  thirteen  Representatiyes ;  and 
the  said  State  of  Maine  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  mav 
be  represented  in  Congress  by  seven  Representatives. 

Mr.  Whitman  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  adding,  after  the  enacting  clause, 
these  words :  ^  from  and  after  the  15th  of  March 
next,  and.'' 

Tnis  motion  was  negatived,  as  also  was  the 
main  motion  of  Mr.  Storks. 

Mr.  Whitman  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  of  the  said  bill,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz : 

"  Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
passed  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1819,  entitled  *An 
act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine 
from  Massachusetts  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into 
a  separate  and  independent  State  ;'  the  people  of  that 
part  of  Massachusefts  heretofore  known  as  the  District 
of  Maine,  did,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
■aid  Slate  of  Massachusetts,  form  themselves  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State,  and  did  establish  a 
constitution  for  the  government  of  the  same,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act ;  therefore." 

Andy  in  lieu  of  the  said  preamble,  to  insert  one 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

**  Whereas  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
MaasachusetU,  by  an  act,  entitled  *<An  act  relating  to 
the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine  from  Massachu- 
Mits  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into  a  separate  and 
independent  SUte/'  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  Jane 
last,  dechuied  the  consent  of  said  Commonwealth,  that 
the  District  of  Maine  (being  that  part  of  said  Com- 
monwealth lying  east  of  the  Sute  of  New  Hampshire) 
mSglit  be  foraied  and  erected  into  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State,  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  in 
the  said  act  particularly  spediled :  And^  pfiwided, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  give  its  con- 
sent  thereto,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next : 

"  And  whereas  it  appears  that  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions proposed  by  said  Legislature,  on  the  part  of  said 
Commonwealth,  to  the  people  of  said  District  of  Msine, 
have  been  by  them  agreed  to  and  accepted,  and  on 
their  part  complied  with : 

"  And  whereas  a  convention  of  delegates,  duly  chosen 


by  the  people  of  said  District,  have  formed  a  oonstito- 
tion  and  frame  of  government,  which  is  republican, 
dnd  conformable  to  the  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  act  aforesaid  ;  and  have  petitioned  Congress  that 
its  consent  may  be  given  that  the  said  District,  by  the 
style  and  title  of  the  State  of  Maine,  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  Stste, 
and  on  the  footing  of  an  original  State  ;  therefore." 

And  on  the  question,  ''  Shall  the  preamble  be 
changed  as  aforesaid  7"  it  was  determined  in  tht 
native. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  preamble  prefixed  to  the  said  bill, 
which  was  rejected ;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  <and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  January  3,  1820. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  remonstrance  of  the 
Virginia  Agricultural  Society  of  Fredericksburg, 
against  the  attempts  now  making  bv  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country,  and  tneir  friends,  for 
an  increase  of  the  duties  upon  foreign  goods^  wares, 
and  merchandise,  upon  their  importation  mto  the 

United  States Referred  to  the  Conunittee  of 

Commerce. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marvland,  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  merchants,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Balti- 
more, praying  tha.t  the  duties  on  all  foreign  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  may  be  made  payable  in  cash. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Scott  presented  a  petition  and  remonstrance 
of  the  Baptist  Association  of  Mount  Zion,  Howard 
county.  Territory  of  Missouri^  protesting  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  m  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  contemplated  for  said  Territory 
upon  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State;  as 
aiso  against  anv  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty.— Referred. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Eli  Hart,"  made  a  detailed  report  on  the 
merits  of  the  claim  of  the  said  Hart,  and  recom- 
mending that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 
which  report  and  bill  were  committed  to  a  Com- 
nuttee  of  the  WhoJe  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  made  a  report,  in  obedience  to  the  res- 
olution instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
penditures which  have  been,  and  are  likely  to^ 
be,  incurred  in  fitting  out  and  prosecuting  the  ex-"" 
pedition  ordered  to  the  mouth  of^the  Yellow  Stone, 
on  the  Missouri  river,  and  concerning  the  objects 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  that  expedition ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smyth,  trom  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Stanton 
Sholes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  who  reside  in  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut,  and  whose  term  of  service  expired  at  the  close 
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of  the  late  war  Trith  Great  Britain ;  which  was 
read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Reaolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  abstract,  show- 
ing the  aggregate  amount  of  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment,  actually  in  service  for  each  year 
since  1815,  prepared  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  28th  ultimo ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speakbr  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  balances  unexpended  on  the  27th  day 
of  December,  1819.  remaining  in  the  Treasurer's 
hands  as  a^ent  of  tne  Nary  Department,  designat- 
ing the  vanous  heads  of  appropriation,  and  the  un- 
expended balance  under  each  of  them,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  27th 
ultimo ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and 
to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  said 
State ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  on  the  case  of  Samuel  Hughes.  The 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  to 
the  resolution  submitt^  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims ;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows: 

•Hesokfed,  That  the  claim  of  Samael  HughM»  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioner of  me  General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  in- 
stalments due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment;  and  the  question  was  taken,  "Shall 
the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?" 
and  determined  in  the  negative.  And  so  the  bill 
was  rejected. 


Tuesday,  January  4. 

Mr.  FoLGER  presented  simdry  depositions,  and 
other  documents,  tending  to  prore  that  Daniel 
Pettibone  is  not  the  inventor  oi  the  art  of  welding 
cast  steel  to  iron. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OtbrstreEt^  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  directed  to  inform  thb  House 
what  deduction^in  his  opinion,  it  will  make  in  the 
revenue,  if  the  importation  of  cotton  and  woollen 
mianufactures  and  iron  be  prohibited ;  and  in  what 
manner  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  may  be  supplied, 
should  prohibition  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Repi-esentatives,  on  the  5th  day  of 
February,  1819,  relating  to  applications  received 
from  the  British  Minister,  in  behalf  of  certain  Brit- 
ish subjects  who  had  sunered  in  their  property. by 
proceedings  to  which  the  United  States,  oy  their 
miiitarv  and  judicial  officers,  were  parties,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  iminroving  the  or^^anization  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Militia  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAvinsoN,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  iato 
the  expedienev  of  allowing  Archibald  Frew,  Esq., 
collector  of  tne  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  m 
the  eleventh  collection  district  in  North  Carolina, 
the  usual  commissions  on  nineteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  collected  of  him  by  warrant  issued  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Philip  Barbour,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  h^rs  of 
Anthony  Burk,  also  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Colonel  Daniel  Appling,, also  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  John  Chalmers,  of  Washington 
City,  and  of  John  Cowen,  of  Tennessee ;  which 
were  severally  read — the  first  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  second  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  of  New  Y(»'k, 

1.  Mimflveif,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  lew  for  fur- 
nishing the  Army,  the  Navy,  end  the  Indiui  Depart- 
ment, with  articles  of  clothing,  end  other  merchandue 
of  domestic  manufiicture,  except  such  articles  only  as 
cannot,  with  economy  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  be 
manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

2.  Rewhted,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
further  encouragement  of  native  American  citizens 
engaged  in  the  whale  fisheries. 

Messrs.  Stron  G,BALnwiN,  Alexanoer  Smytb, 
of  Virginia,  Ross,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  a 
committee J>ursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Messrs.  Strong,  Folger,  Mason,  Wendover, 
and  EnwARDS,  of  Connecticut,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

PRIVATEERING. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  had  been  referred  two  memo- 
rials from  certain  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  the 
suppression  of  privateering,  as  a  means  of  national 
warfare,  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
have  been  referred  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  relating  to  the  practice  of  privateering, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  report : 

That  the  language  of  the  memorialists  is  such  as  to 
leave  the  extent  in  which  they  deem  it  reasonable  to 
expect  a  mitigation  in  the  laws  of  maritime  warfare, 
in  some  doubt.  They  are  conaidered  by  the  commit- 
ter as  recommending  such  a  change  in  these  laws  as 
shall  exempt  the  property  of  individuals  from  capture, 
either  by  public  or  private  ships  of  war,  at  least  when 
it  does  not  consist  of  contraband  articles,  and  is  not 
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deftio^d  to  a  blocktded  port.  The  geaenl  benevo- 
lenoe  which  u  expretied,  m  w«II  m  the  opinioD  of 
Dr.  Fnnklin  which  is  re^rred  to  by  the  nemoriaibCs, 
seem  to  prove  that  it  is  their  wish  that  the  piopertj 
which  siibserves  no  purpoee  of  war  should  be  as  sale 
upoB  the  sea  as  upoo  the  land— not  that  it  riionld  be 
secnred  from  private  cruisers,  and  be  left  exposed  lo 

fnbiie  ships,  which,  in  the  service  of  some  Eaiopean 
oweis,  are  much  more  numeions  than  the  others, 
and  whose  pursuit  of  plunder  is  often  quite  as  active 
and  uosparLng*  It  cannot  indsed  be  presumed  that  | 
the  memorialists  shonhl  wish  a  change  in  maritime 
law  which  would  produce  very  little  diminution  in  the 
dangers  of  our  commerce  in  a  conflict  with  any  con- 
siderable naval  Power,  while  it  would  wrest  from  our 
hands  what  we  have  hitherto  considered  as  one  of  our 
principal  means  of  annoyance.  It  is  the  security  of 
fair  and  harmless  commerce  from  all  attack,  which  the 
memorialists  most  desire.  It  is  the  introduction  of  a 
system  which  shall  confine  the  immediate  injuries  of 
war  to  those  whose  sex,  and  age,  and  occupation,  do 
not  unfit  them  for  the  straggle.  If  these  are  the 
wiriies  of  the  menorislists,  the  committee  express 
their  concurrence  in  them,  without  hesitation. 

The  committee  think  that  it  will  be  right  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  renew  iu  attempt 
to  obtain  the  mitigation  of  a  barbarous  code,  when- 
ever there  shall  seem  a  probability  of  its  success. 
They  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  do  so.  Its  first  ^orU 
at  negotiation  were  characterized  by  an  anxiety  to 
limit  Uie  evils  of  war ;  and  if  it  seem  to  have  desisted 
from  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  this  circumstance  must  be  attributed,  not  to 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
the  perseverance  in  their  former  policy  of  other  na- 
tions. 

The  committee  are  not  unaware  that  the  **  United 
States  are  better  situated  than  any  other  nation  to 
profit  by  privateering  ;*'  but  they  are  far  from  oppo»- 
ing  this  calculation  to  a  regulation  which,  if  the  Pow- 
ers of  the  world  would  adopt  it,  they  too  should  con- 
sider as  "  a  happy  improvement  in  the  laws  of  na- 
tions.'' 

It  is  an  improvement,  however,  which  cannot  be 
made  without  the  consent  of  other  States.  The  com- 
mittee will  not  flatter  the  memorialists  by  expressing 
the  opinion  that  such  consent  will  probably  be  given ; 
but,  as  it  csn  be  obtained  only,  if  at  all,  through  the 
Executive  Government,  to  whose  discretion  the  con- 
duct of  negotiations  has  been  oroperly  confided  by  the 
Constitution,  they  recommenu  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorials  relating  to  the  practice  of  privateering, 
and  thft  they  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  resolutioa  agreed 
to. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  December  last,  respecting  the  execution 
of  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  181&  to  orovide  for 
certain  persona  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser* 
noe  of  uie  United  States  in  the  Revolutioiiary  was^ 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

Ue$ol9ed,  That  it  ie  not  expedient,  neither  will  it 
comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  tho  American 


nation,  to  repeal  the  law  of  the  ISth  of  Marcli,  1818, 
which  **  provides  for  certain  persona  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Revolntionaiy  war.' 


yt 


Covonsss  Hall,  December  17,  1819. 

Sin:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  to  ask  information  relative  to  the 
"  manner  in  which  the  act  of  the  18th  March.  1818, 
has  been  executed;  ascertaining,  as  lar  as  may  be 
practicable,  the  class  or  classes  of  cases  which  it  has 
been  construed  to  embrace,  and  such  as  hsve  been  ex- 
dnded  from  its  provisions  s  whether  the  objects  eon- 
templated-bv  its  passage  have  been,  or  pnibably  will 
be,  effected  by  the  operations  of  the  law ;  andt  tf  not» 
whether  it  be  susceptible  of  snch  amendments  as  vrill 
insure  the  accomplishment  of  those  objects ;"  also,  a 
**  statement  of  the  number  of  C€;rtificates  of  pension 
which  have  been  issued  under  the  said  law  ;  tlm  num- 
ber of  cases  suspended ;  the  number  rejected ;  and  the 
number  of  applications  received,  that  have  not  been 
acted  upon.*'    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

JOS.  BLOOMFIELD,  Chairman. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhovx, 

Sccniary  of  War* 

W^n  DxpAnTwinr,  Deumber  22,  1819. 

Sin  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  in- 
quiring **  into  the  manner  in  which  the  net  of  the  18th 
March,  1818,  has  been  executed;  ascertaining,  mm  hx 
as  may  be  practicable,  the  dass  or  clasaos  of  cases 
which  it  has  been  construed  to  embrace,  and  such  aa 
have  been  excluded  from  its  provasionsv"  I  have  the 
honor  to  endoee  a  copy  of  the  ngolntioiH  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Department  to  cany  it  into 
effect. 

The  act  has  invariably  received  a  strici-constmction, 
and  none  have  been  intended  to  be  admitted  but  those 
who,  under  such  construction,  were  believed  to  have 
^  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  until  the  end 
thereof,  or  for  the  term  of  nine  months  or  longer,  at 
any  period  of  the  war,  on  the  Continental  Bstablish- 
ment,"  and  who  were  in  such  **  reduced  drcumstances 
in  life"  as  to  be  "in  need  of  asaistanee  from'*  their 
<*  country  for  support ;"  to  all  of  which  facta,  the  oath 
of  the  party  and  the  certificate  of  the  judge  have  been 
required.  Under  which  construction  the  following 
classes  of  applicants  have  been  exdodcd: 

Those  who  are  not  in  such  redaced  circuBstanccs 
in  lifo  as  to  need  assiBtanoa  from  their  oonntiy  for 
support. 

Those  belonging  to  the  general  civil  stnK  the  nwdi- 
cal  exceptnd*  Under  this  ^ead  are  iadttdod  qnarter- 
masters  not  holding  commissions  in  tho  line,  hat  act- 
ing under  warrants  from  the  head  of  that  hrsach  of 
the  staff;  wagon-masters  and  wagoners ;  forage  and 
barrack-masters;  artificer^  such  as  carpenters*  dtc^ 
batteau-men,  employed  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, in  the  transportntion  of  troops  or  military  stores. 

Those  who  belonged  to  State  troops,  t.  e.  military 
forces  of  every  description,  acting  under  the  authority 
o(  or  commissioned  by,  the  Executive  of  a  State,  and 
not  by  Congress,  and  those  who  belonged  to  corps  for 
local  defence,  except  such  as  were  recognised  by  the 
old  Congress  as  being  on  the  Continental  Establish- 
ment. 

Those  who  served  in  piivateera,  uaasporta,  vesssis 
bearing  despatches  to  forsign  eamtxies,  aa  wdl  as 
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penons  who  terred  ia  eivil  captdtiM  on  board  of  na- 
tioDal  Te««U  of  war,  soefa  aa  captaina*  derks,  &c.yare 
alao  axdDded. 

Finally,  thoae  who,  though  they  wrved  nine  monthf , 
did  not  ao  aerre  under  one  enliatmant. 

To  anawer  that  part  of  your  inquiry,  '*  whether  the 
objecta  eenteoaplated  by  ita  paaiage  have  been,  or  prob* 
ably  will  be,  ejected  by  the  operation!  of  the  law ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  it  be  auaceptible  of  auch  amendmenta 
aa  will  inaure  the  aceompliahment  of  thoae  objecta,"  it 
will  be  proper  to  consider  thoae  who  are  intended  to 
be  benefited  by  the  act  In  two  dlfierent  charaetera : 
firai,  whether  they  were  of  the  deacription  of  personi, 
and  performed  auch  military  or  naval  aelnrice,  aa  b  con- 
templatad  by  the  act ;  and,  aecondly,  whether  they  are 
in  the  condition  in  life,  aa  to  property,  which  Congreaa 
intended*  It  ia  belieted  that,  under  the  firat  deaerip* 
tion,  the  object  of  the  act  haa  been  effected,  and  that 
yecy  few  frauds  have  been  attempted  ;  and  of  thoae  it 
ia  believed  that  none,  or  very  few,  have  proved  ultt* 
mately  auecesafol.  Great  paina  have  been  taken  to 
collect  all  the  documents  which  would  adpply  the  place 
of  thoae  which  were  deatroyed  when  the  War  Office 
waa  burnt ;  and,  with  this  view,  a  correapondence  waa 
opened  with  the  Executives  of  the  original  8tatea,  to 
obtain  copiea  of  thoae  which  were  preaerved  in  the 
archivea  of  their  respective  Statea.  Where  the  defect 
of  those  in  the  Department  has  not  been  supplied, 
greater  caution  has  been  observed  as  to  the  proof  of 
service.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  observe  that,  at  first, 
occasional  errors  were  committed  in  determining  the 
character  of  certain  regiments  or  corps ;  and  some  were 
considered  continental,  which,  en  full  inquiry,  proved 
not  to'bo  ao.  Where  such  errors  have  been  comrott- 
ted,  they  have  been  corrected,  and  thoae  improperly 
admitted  have  been  diopped  from  the  liat  of  penaien- 
eM.  It  ia  believed  that  the  act  haa  been  leas  aucceao» 
folly  executed  in  regard  to  the  condition  in  lifev  aa  to 
property,  of  thoae  who  have  obtained  pensiona.  A 
very  great  number  of  comnilunicattons  have  boon  re* 
ceived  by  the  Department,  from  reapectable  aouroea» 
which  repreaented  many  of  the  pensaonera  to  be  in 
more  afiluent  drcumstances  than  that  which  the  act 
contemplated.  A  memorandum  waa  directed  to  be 
made  of  all  such  cases,  in  order  that  such  as  seemed 
to  require  it  might  bo  inquired  into.  In  some  caaes, 
where  there  appeared  to  be  satiafactory  proof  of  fraud 
or  mistake,  the  pensioners  have  been  dropped  from  the 
roll.  The  impositions  or  mistakes,  if  they  exist,  aa  it 
appeara  probable  they  do  to  a  considerable  extent, 
have  taken  place,  notwithatandtng  the  continued  vigi- 
lanee  of  the  Department.  Impodtiona  as  to  the  dr- 
comatancea  of  the  ap^icant  were  early  apprehended, 
and,  to  guard  againat  thern^  the  oath  of  the  applicant 
and  the  certificate  of  the  judge  aa  to  his  reduced 
cireomacanoea,  though  not  ezpreMly  required  by  the 
aet»  were  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  Depannent. 
But  it  ia  obyiouB,  where  the  judge  haa  been  eareleaa, 
or  baa  been  impoaed  on  by  the  applicant  aa  to  hia  pro- 
perty, the  Department  can  rarely  have  any  meai^s  in 
ita  power  to  prevent  the  conaequence,  but  from  the 
informal  information  or  impression  of  such  persona  aa 
may  feel  an  interest  in  the  correct  execution  of  the 
act.  Even  facta  thus  communicate  have  usually  been 
received  after  the  pension  has  been  granted.  There 
ia  another  difficulty  connected  with  the  execution  of 
thb  part  of  the  act  of  atill  greater  magnitude — I  raier 
to  the  various  constmctions  which  difiTerent  judges 
ghre  to  the  words  <•  In  audi  reduced  circnmatances  in 


life  aa  to  need  the  assiittanee  of  their  country  for  sup- 
port'' It  is  believed  the  difierence  in  the  construction 
haa  been  very  great ;  nor  haa  it  been  poanUe  for  the 
Department  to  give  apeoifie  instructions  to  them  aa  to 
their  construction,  aa  the  neceaaity  of  the  applicant 
doca  not  depend  aimply  on  the  amount  of  property 
which  he  may  poaaess,  but  on  many  other  drcnm- 
atancea.  Hia  health  and  bodily  atrengtfa ;  the  nnmber 
and  ability  of  hia  femily  to  aid  in  hia  aupport;  the 
dteapneaa  or  deerneaa  of  articles  of  subdstence  in  the 
section  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides ;  and  many 
other  cirenmstanoea, — have  a  strong  bearing  on  tt« 
In  the  midat  of  theee  difficultiea,  the  neeeanty  of  tho 
applicant  must,  in  moat  caaea,  be  left  to  the  aound 
diacretion  of  the  judge. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  amendment  of  which  the  act 
ia  auaceptible,  by  which  uniformity  of  conatruction  can 
be  aecured  on  the  part  of  the  judges,  or  impodtion  on 
them  much  diminished,  unless  it  should  be  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  to  confine  their  bounty  to  the  lowest 
grade  of  poverty.  Any  condition '  above  mere  indi- 
gence would  admit  of  a  latttode  of  construction ;  and 
it  appeara  imposnble  to  fix  on  a  particular  amount  in 
value  of  property  to  entitle  the  applicant  to  a  pension 
which  would  be  just  in  its  operation,  or  which  would 
not  involve  great  difficulty  in  itM  execution. 

The  number  of  penaion  certificatea  iaaned  un* 
der  the  law  amounta  to     •        .   •    •        .   10,870 


The  number  of  daima  received  and  aated  ott  ia   SS,151 
The  number  of  daima  received  and  not  adod 
onia         .......        404 


Total 


It  is  impoaaible  to  state  precisely  how  many  have 
been  absolutely  rejected  or  how  many  suspended,  as 
in  some  caaea  claims  which  have  been  rejected  have 
aftenrarda  been  admitted  ;  and  othen  which  have  been 
auapended  have  been  finally  rejected.  If,  from  the 
total  number  of  daima  admitted,  be  subtracted  the  total 
number  received  and  acted  on,  the  number  suspended 
or  rejected  will  be  1 1,881.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  JoaxvH  BLooMViXLn, 

Ckairman  Com,  Rev'y  Pensiona, 


RuUb  and  SUgtUaHoM  fw  auMantiaiing  elaima  to 
permon$t  to  be  obiervtd  under  the  law  of  Congrtaa, 
of  the  \%ik  of  March,  1818,  vtz : 

Regulation  of  March  26,  1818. — The  commusiona 
of  officers  and  the  discharges  of  the  regular  aoldiers  of 
the  army  of  the  Revolution,  (if  in  existence)  applying 
for  pensions  under  the  above  act  will,  in  every  instance, 
be  furnished  to  the  War  Department ;  and  the  signa- 
tures of  the  respective  judges  certiQring  in  these  cases 
must  be  attested  by  the  seal  of  the  courts  where  such 
judges  reside  ;  the  person  applying  for  pension  to 
declare,  under  oath,  before  the  judge,  that,  from  hia 
reduced  drcumstances,  he  needs  the  assistance  oi  his 
countiy  for  support. 

Begutatwn  of  May  27, 1818. — It  is  expected  that 
the  judgea  will  certi^  as  well  to  the  reduced  circum- 
stances as  to  the  continued  service  of  nine  months, 
required  by  the  law  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818 ;  and 
pensions  will  invariably  be  refused  unless  the  dedara- 
tiona  of  the  opplicante  shall  be  accompanied  by  auch 
certificates.    The  applicationa  ibr  pensions  belonging 
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to  New  Hampthire,  New  York,  PeoMylTanU,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Yirgiaia,  North  CaroliQa,  Soath 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  will  be  delayed  antil  farther 
evidence  of  their  aenrice  ahall  have  been  received  firom 
the  aeveral  executive  officera  of  the  Statea. 

RegukUion  of  June,  1818.— In  a  caae  where  the 
name  of  the  applicant  cannot  be  found  on  the  roUa, 
the  eyidenee  required  to  aubstantiate  hia  claim  ia  the 
depoaition  of  two  diaintereated  witneaaea  aa  to  the  aer> 
vice  and  diacharge  of  the  applicant,  corroborating  hia 
own  atatement<  The  magiatrate  who  adminiatera  the 
oath  muat  certify  to  the  credibility  of  the  witneaaea, 
and  the  official  character  and  aign«tare  of  the  magia- 
trate muat  be  atteated  by  the  county  clerk,  under  hit 
aeal  of  office. 

[Thia  rule  haa  extended  to  auch  caaea  only  aa  aeemed 
to  require  extraordinary  proof— in  a  caae,  for  example, 
where  the  rolla  of  the  regiment  in  which  the  appli- 
cant aerved  were  complete  ibr  the  period  at  which  he 
ia  atated  to  have  aerved,  and  hia  name  could  not  be 
found ;  and  in  caaea  where  the  applicant'a  atatement 
haa  not  agreed  with  hiatorical  facta.] 

WESTERN  DEPOT,  Ac. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions : 

Whereaa,  an  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  dictatea 
the  importance  and  propriety  of  rendering  the  naviga- 
ble waters  of  the  interior  of  our  common  country  aa 
extenaively  aubaervient  to  ita  commercial  inteivata  aa 
ia  practicable ;  and  whereaa  the  importance  and  utility 
of  the  majestic  rivera  Misaiasippi  and  Ohio  would  be 
much  increased  by  the  establiabment  of  a  convenient 

5 lace  of  depoaite  near  their  confluence :  and  whereas 
oubts  are  entertained  aa  to  the  eligibility  of  the  site 
at  their  immediate  junction  lor  that  purpose :  There- 
fore, 

Itesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing a  suitable  number  of  commissioners,  to  examine 
that  tract  of  country  lying  between  the  said  riven, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  topo- 
graphical decsription  thereof,  accompanied  with  their 
opinion  as  to  the  most  expedient  plan  of  adapting  a 
auitable  portion  thereof  to  the  purpoae  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  durability  of  this  Qovemment 
greatly  depends  upon  the  equal  diapensation  of  advan- 
Ugea,  by  Congress,  to  the  different  sections  of  our 
Union,  aa  well  aa  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people :  and 
whereaa  the  North  is  already  provided  with  an  Acad- 
emy, at  which  a  proper  number  of  her  sons  are  taught 
the  miliUry  art,  a  perfect  knowledge  of  which  ia  so 
important  to  the  certain  defence  of  our  rights,  and  ao 
auspicious  to  the  saving  of  both  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  the  nation:  and  whereas  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
tional Armory  in  the  West  would,  in  its  operations, 
produce  the  disbursement  of  a  part  of  that  money  in 
the  same  quarter  from  which  it  is  so  profusely  drained, 
by  the  sales  of  the  pi:^blic  lands ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
place  at  the  immediate  command  of  the  Government, 
and  at  a  suitable  position,  the  necessary  arms  for  the 
defence  of  an  extensive  frontier:  Therefore, 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afi'airs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  requiring  the  said  commissioners  to  examine 
if  there  be  a  suitable  aituation  for  a  Military  Academy 
and  National  Armory  near  the  junction  of  the  afore- 
said riven;  and  also  to  examine  and  ascertain  the 


probable  metallic  reaouroea  of  the  surrounding  ooon- 
try,  not  exceeding  fifty  milea  diatance  from  the  conflu- 
ence aforesaid,  suitable  for  munitiona  of  war,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  House,  with  the  report  before 
required. 

And  the  question  hanng  been  stated,  "  Will  the 
House  now  proceed  to  consider  the  same  ?" 

Mr.  Cook  said,  in  offering  these  resolutions, 
which  did  not  call  for  a  decisive  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  House  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  measures  they  proposed^  but  simply  to  inFite 
inquiry,  it  was  not  his  original  intention  to  liaye 
said  any  thing  upon  the  subject.  But,  said  he,  as 
every  propositioa  which  may  produce  the  expendi- 
ture oi  public  moner  in  its  ultimate  consequences, 
seems,  as  it  should  be,  to  be  met  at  the  diiediold, 
and  scrutinized  with  caution,  it  may  not  therefore 
be  improper  to  explain,  in  a  cursorr  manner,  some 
of  those  mducements  which  have  led  to  these  pro- 
positions. 

In  dotnff  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  will  be  necessary  lo 
)remise,  that  the  penmsula  or  point  formed  by  the 
,  unction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  is  thought  to 
>e  too  low  to  be  useful  as  a  permanent  place  of 
deposite.  Of  this  fact,  however,  it  is  proiposed  that 
Congress  shall  be  informed  bv  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners.  But,  althougn  this  is  oeliered  to 
be  the  fact,  it  is  universally  admitted  that  that  de- 
fect may  be  remedied,  at  an  inconsiderable  expense, 
by  connecting  these  rivers  a  short  distance  above 
their  natural  junction.  And  of  this  fact,  also,  it  is 
proposed  to  inform  Congress  by  the  report  ot  the 
same  Commissioners.  And.  sur,  when  the  eye  is 
cast  oyer  the  vast  extent  of  fertile  country,  wnich 
Ands  its  numerous  commercial  highways  concen- 
trating at  this  point,  and  more  especially  since  the 
employment  of  steam  power  in  facilitating  that 
commerce,  is  not  the  attention  at  once  rivetted  to 
this  position,  and  its  improvement  suggested  as  a 

f'ana  desideratum  to  the  commerce  of  the  West  ? 
ir,  the  voice  of  the  West  has  not  been  silent  on 
this  subject.  The  public  prints  and  the  tonnes  of 
intellig^ent  men  have  both  been  employed  in  en- 
deavormg  to  bring  t)us  subject  before  the  comma- 
nitVj  as  one  deserving  their  peculiar  attention. 

If  we  look  to  the  £ast  and  to  the  North,  we  be- 
hold the  OhiOj  and  its  every  tributary  branch  that 
is  navigable,  pointing  there^  as  the  proper  place  at 
which  to  transfer  the  cargoes  of  theur  small  and 
slender  boats  to  those  more  sturdy  and  substantial, 
which  ride  the  Mississippi.  If  we  look  West  and 
North  a^in,  the  Missouri  to  the  Yellow  Stone, 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and 
the  Illinois  to  the  bosom  of  the  Lakes,  are  pmonn- 
ing  the  same  admonitory  office.  And  the  truth  of 
these  admonitions  has,  unfortunately  for  the  West, 
been  distressingly  verified  during  thelast  year.  The 
folly  of  attempting  to  carry  on  an  uninterrupted 
intercourse  between  these  streams  on  which  the 
"  little  boats"  may  safely  venture  and  New  Or- 
leans, by  means  of  the  ordinary  steamboats,  has 
been  too  fully  demonstrated  of  late.  The  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  above  their  confluence,  although 
occasionally  presenting  a  spectacle  equally  inter- 
esting to  the  farmer  and  the  merchant,  during  the 
last  season,  owing  to  that  unfortunate  attempt  to 
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carry  on  this  uninterrupted  intercourse,  hare  pre- 
sented a  spectacle  of  notninff  but  gloom,  portending 
distress  to  every  class  of  the  community.  Those 
streams,  the  channels  of  an  occasionally  animated 
commerce,  have,  during  the  last  season,  been,  as  it 
were,  a  crowded  dry-dock.  Vessels,  too  large  in 
their  construction  for  those  waters,  are  even  now 
to  be  seen  lying  aground^  which  have  not  mo^ed 
for  months  past.  Establish,  then,  but  an  interme- 
diate place  of  deposite,  and  boats  of  a  proper  size 
will  keep  within  their  proper  sphere.  Tne  produce 
of  the  farmer  will  no  longer  he  mouldering  on  the 
water,  a'nd  the  merchant  m  due  season  will  receive 
his  returning  supplies.  I  do  conceive  it  important, 
therefore,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  prosperity  of  the  West- 
ern commerce,  that  a  permanent  place  of  deposite 
be  established  at  that  point.  And,  while  I  enter- 
tain the  opinion  that  a  just  proportion  of  the  funds 
of  the  country  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in 

Sromoting  its  internal  improvement,  I  have  en- 
eavored  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  House  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  coming  in  conflict  with 
the  Constitution.  For,  Mr.  Speuer,  if  we  cannot 
appropriate  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  we  can  a 
certain  per  centum  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  State  to  that  object.  To  this,  it  is 
believed,  there  would  be  no  Constitutional  imped- 
iment. The  uniform  practice  of  the  Grovemment 
would  sanction  it. 

But,  sir,  from  the  resolutions  before  you,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  my  views  on  this  subject  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  commercial  deposite.    For  although  I 
view  that  as  an  object  of  the  last  importance  to 
the   West,  the  accomplishment  of  wnich  would 
impart  new  life  to  the  agricultural  as  well  as  the 
commercial  spirit  of  the  country,  yet  I  consider  the 
establishment  of  an  academy  and  armory  as  objects 
of  much  importance,  both  to  the  Government  at 
larg^,  and  to  the  people  of  that  section  in  particular. 
It  is  important  to  the  ^Government,  because  it  would 
have  a  happy  tendency  to  remove  any  jealousy 
which  may  have  arisen  with  these  people  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  so  long  expected  those 
establishments  without  having  those  expectations 
realized.    It  is  important  to  them  in  particular, 
because  of  its  numerous  local  advantages.    Buti 
above  all,  when  we  survey  that  vast  extent  of 
frontier  which  lies  exposed  to  hostile  invasion,  and 
reflect  that  the  means  of  defending  it  must,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  drawn  from  the  West,  can  we  do 
otherwise  than  acknowledge  the  importance  of 
havinff  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  military  art  cul- 
tivated amongst  us?    I  mean, sir,  that  knowledge 
which  will  enable  us  to  select  competent  officers 
from  amount  ourselves,  who,  from  education, 
habit,  and  similarity  of  climate,  will  know  how  to 
lead  us  on  to  victory  ?  who  will  know  how  to  com- 
mand ariffht  in  the  hour  of  conflict  ?    In  this  point 
of  view,  I  think  it  important  to.  have  a  military 
academy  in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North. 

The  establishment  of  a  national  armory  in  that 
quarter  I  also  consider  of  sufllcient  impwtance  to 
merit  the  attrition  of  the  Government  That 
those  arms  should  be  convenient  to  those  points 
which  are  most  vulnerable  to  the  enemy  will  also 
be  admitted.    And  where,  I  would  ask,  can  they 


be  manufactured  so  as  to  be  transported  to  so  many 
points  with  greater  facility  than  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohiof  Sir,  if  the  Government  must  have 
arms,  and  that  point  is  as  convenient  as  any  that 
can  be  selected,  why  not  employ  the  capital  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  manufactory  in  tnat  section 
of  the  country  ?  Daily  is  the  Government  drain- 
ing the  West  of  its  circulating  medium,  while  but 
little  of  that  medium  is  again  disbursed  amongst 
us.  If  the  arms  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  that  quarter  of  our  Union  can  be  sup- 
plied, as  I  do  verily  believe  they  can,  there,  I  sud- 
mit,  sir,  if  they  have  not  some  claims  to  furnish 
them  ?  Would  it  not  be  received  as  an  evidence 
of  the  equal  justice  of  Congress  ?  Would  it  not 
also  have  a  happy  efiect  in  reconciling  local  jeal- 
ousies ?  And  It  would  also  be  the  means  of  keep- 
inff  amongst  us  a  small  proportion  of  the  money 
which  we  are  daily  advancing  to  the  Government 
for  our  lands  \  and  this,  sir,  though  last,  is  not  the 
least  important  view  ot  this  subject. 

Until  the  resolutions  were  on  your  table,  I  did 
not  intend,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  said  any  thing  in 
relation  to  them ;  but,  having  changed  tnat  deter- 
mination, I  hope  what  I  have  said  will  secure  to 
them  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  that, 
when  considered,  they  will  be  adopted. 

[On  the  question  being  put,  the  House  refused 
to  consider  the  resolutions.] 


WEnNBSDAT,  January  5. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  a  board  of 
managers  appointed  at  a  meeting  lately  held  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  of  a  number  or  citizens 
of  the  United  States  friendly  to  vaccination,  pray- 
ing for  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  carry  into  effect  the  plan  and  the  benevo- 
lent purposes  for  which  their  association  has  been 
formed ;  which  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee ;  and  Messrs.  Kent,  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Abbot,  Bdrwell,  and  Bateman,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  oi 
Ambrose  Whitlock.  whicn  was  read,  and,  after  an 
ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Strotber  to  have  the 
report  reversed  and  made  favorable  to  the  prayer 
ofthe  petitioner,  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated  January  13. 
1813,  communicating  a  law  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  canaL  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals,  and  they  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  aid  of  Government  towards  uniting 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbriugb,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  causing  a  distribution  of  a  com- 
petent number  of  entire  sets  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Ccoimittee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
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thirteen  sections  of  land  in  the  district  of  Canton, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians,  and  re- 
linauished  to  the  United  States  by  said  Indians, 
in  the  treaty  concluded  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  29th  Septem- 
ber. 1817. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A. 
Dix,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported 
into  Castine;^'  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concur* 
rencc  of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were,  respectively,  read  twice, 
and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  the  second  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  Committee  on  Manu&ctUFes  were  dis- 
charged from  a  consideration  of  so  much  of  the 
memorial  of  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Baltimore,  presented  on  the  3d  instant,  as  re- 
lates to  the  African  slave  trade,  piracy,  and  priva- 
teering; and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  viz :  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Hughes;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  representative  of  Philip  Barbour ;  and  the 
bill  for  tne  relief  of  Anthony  Burk. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tive of  the  late  Colonel  Daniel  Appling  was  read 
the  third  time;  and^  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the 
hill  was  rejected. 

The  Sp£Aiuui  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 


moneys  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  War  Department  for  one  year,  end- 
ing the  aOth  September,  1819,  in  virtue  of  the 
acts  of  aj^nropriation  of  1819 ;  and  of  unexpended 
balances  of  lormer  appropriations  remaimng  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  October,  1818 ;  which  was 
ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qdarles,  it  was 

RiiolDidj  That  tl\e  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reorganizing  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Q^UARLEs  said,  in  regard  to  this  resolution, 
that  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  concerned  in  its  organi- 
zation, as  well  as- to  satisfy  the  wish  of  the  people 
of  this  nation,  the  investigation  contemplated  in 
this  resolution  was  required.  If  we  have  an  army 
of  officers  and  privates,  properly  proportioned,  its 
character  ought  to  be  reinstated  to  that  part  or  the 
nation  who  entertain  a  different  sentiment ;  on  the 
contrary,  if  we  have  an  army  of  officers  almost 
exclusively,  and  which  is  drawing  large  sum^  of 
money  improperly  from  the  public  Treasury^  the 
country  should  know  it,  and  tne  evil  be  remedied.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CIdarlb8,  it  was    . 

R€99lioed^  That  the  Committee  on  Naral  Affiiiis 


be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sus- 
pending, for  a  limited  time,  so  much  of  the  stand- 
ing appropriation  of  one  million  of  dollars  for  lie 
increase  of  the  Navy,  as  may  be  eonsbtent  witb 
the  public  service;  and  also  to  inquire  whether 
any  other  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Navy 
can  be  made,  consistent  with  tne  public  service. 

[In  introducing  this  resolve,  Mr.  Q,.  said,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  resources  of  the  country  and  our 
embarrassed  condition  called  aloud  for  the  retrench- 
ment of  our  expenses ;  and  although  he  was  as 
much  disposed  as  any  man  to  cheriw  and  encour- 
age the  Navy  of  our  country,  whose  gaUantzy  had 
on  all  occasions  given  such  splendor  to  the  Ameri- 
can arms,  it  seemed  to  him  well  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  whether  we  may  not  do  too 
much.  We  appropriate,  said  he,  ^1, 000,000  for 
the  increase  of  the  Navy  annually.  This  sum  is 
employed  exclusively  in  building  new  vessek. 
These  vessels,  when  completed,  hi^ve  to  be  manned, 
which  is  another  source  of  expense,  and  by  the 
vessels  being  built,  and  the  consequent  expense  of 
manning  them,  we  are  accumulating  an  alarmiag 
annual  expenditure.  Does  not  {vudence  dictate 
that  we  pause  awhile,  and  inquire  whether  the 
nation  had  not  better  omit  so  much  of  the  appro- 
priation as  applies  to  building  the  Tesseb ;  and,  if 
it  should  be  thought  proper,  procure  materiab  and 
have  them  in  a  state  of  preparation,  when  our 
country  has  more  control  of  funds,  or  the  situa- 
tion ot  the  nation  shall  justify  it,  and  make  it  im- 
periouslv  necessary ;  then  recommence  the  building 
of  vessels.] 

CONTBSTEl)  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  RoUin  C. 


mentof  the  expenditure  and  application  of  such,  JI*^*7»  contesting  the  election  of  Orsamus  C. 


Merrill,  a  member  from  Vermont,  made  a  report 
favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  con- 
cluding by  recommendiii^  the  adoption  of  two  res- 
olutions— ^the  first  declaring  that  Mr.  Merrill  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  the  second, 
that  Mr.  Mallary  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 
The  report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House— Mr.  Mallary  was  ordered  to 
have  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  House  during 
the  consideration  of  the  report ;  and  Mr.  Merrill's 
defence,  with  the  other  papers,  ordered  to  be 
printed — The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  EloctioDi^  to  whom  wss  refeiRd 
the  petition  of  Rollin  C.  MalJsryp  coatestinf  the  elsc- 
tion  of  Orasmu*  C.  Merrill,  who  is  returned  as  ons  of 
the  RepresenCativei  of'  the  8tste  of  Vermont  io  the 
present  Congress,  and  praying  to  be  admitted  (o  s  seat 
in  his  itesd,  have  had  the  same  onder  eonsideratioD, 
and  report : 

That  the  law  of  Vermont  requires  that,  after  the 
poll  of  the  election  shall  be  dosed,  and  tbe  rssoU  as- 
esrtained,  a  certificaU  of  the  number  of  votes  given 
for  each  csndidate,  (of  which  a  rsoord  shall  be  made 
in  the  town  cletli's  office,)  signed  by  the  presidiag  of- 
ficer, shall  be  by  him  sesled  op  and  saperBCiibe4  sad 
shsll  be  delivered  to  the  Kepreoentative  of  the  same  or 
an  adjoining  town,  who  shall  deliver  it  to  a  oanvamiar 
committee,  to  be  chosen  by  the  Oeaenl  Assemblr- 
That  tha  comaiittea  sbali^  on  the  Ibndajnazt  fiMJov- 
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ing  the  second  Tharaday  <^  October,  lort  and  count 
■Qch  votes,  and  thall  declare  the  six  persons  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  doly  elected  as  Repiesen- 
tatives  to  represent  the  State  in  U>e  Coogress  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  said  State.  The  canvassing 
committee  are  reqnired  to  make  a  list  of  the  certificates 
by  them  considered  legal,  and  also  a  list  of  such  votes 
as  are  deemed  illegal,  and  lodge  a  copy  thereof  with 
the  clerk  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  original 
certificates  with  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  to  be  by  him 
preserved  until  after  the  first  session  of  the  Congress 
for  which  the  election  was  held.  The  Governor  is  re- 
quired to  execute  proper  credentials  to  the  psrsons 
declared  to  be  elected  agreeably  to  the  said  act. 

The  election  in  that  State  for  Representatives  in  the 
present  Congress,  was  held  by  general  ticket  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  September,  1818,  under  the  said  elec* 
tion  law.  Thirteen  candidates  were  supported  by  the 
freemen  at  the  said  election.  The  canvassing  com- 
mittee, in  executing  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the 
act  above  mentioned,  counted  and  allowed  to  the  sitting 
member  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fiily-fi>nr,  and 
to  the  petitioner  six  thousand  e^ht  hundred  and  eev* 
enty-eight  votes.  They  rejected,  of  the  votes  returned 
for  the  sitting  member,  in  the  town  of  Wardsborough, 
twenty-four,  and  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  fifty-nine. 
They  reiected,  of  the  votes  returned  for  the  petitioner, 
in  Fairhtven*  nine^»  and  in  Plymouth,  forty-two. 
These  votes  are  dauned  by  the  petitioner.  He  also 
claims  to  be  allowed  the  following  votes,  which,  from 
the  copies  of  the  town  records  laid  before  the  commit- 
tee, appear  to  have  been  given  in  his  favor  aceording 
to  law,  but  which  were  not  returned  to  the  canvassing 
committee.  In  Woodbury*  fifty-eix,  and  in  Goshen, 
twenty-seven.  If  the  votes  in  these  fi>ur  towns  be  added 
to  the  poll  of  the  jpetitioner,  it  will  give  him  fifty-seven 
votes  over  the  sitting  member,  even  if  the  wards- 
borough  and  Berlin  votes  be  counted  in  his  favor*  The 
petitioner  admits  that  these  votes  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  the  sitting  member ;  but  no  evidence  of  their  legality 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

It  is  sufiiciently  proved  that,  in  Fairhaven,  Plymouth, 
Woodbury,  and  Goshen,  the  votes  were  given  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  certificates  thereof  were  duly  recorded 
in  the  town  clerk's  o6Sce  of  the  several  towns.  But 
the  presiding  ofiScer  of  Uie  election  in  Fairhaven  did 
not,  as  the  law  directs,  seal  up  the  certificate  of  votes 
after  it  had  been  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office,  but  sent 
it  unsealed  to  the  canvassing  committee.  For  this 
cause  it  was  by  them  rejected.  No  fraud  is  alleged, 
aor  has  the  mistake  done  any  injury  to  the  sitting 
member.  The  town  clerk's  record  is  doubtiess  designed 
to  guard  against  fraud.  And  it  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  allow  votes 
given  legally  to  be  defeated  by  the  mistake  or  negli- 
gence of  a  returning  officer,  especially  in  mere  matter 
of  form.  The  committee  are  of  opnion  that  the  votes 
of  this  town  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  petitioner. 

The  votes  of  Plymouth  were  rejected  by  the  can- 
vassing committee  on  account  of  the  informality  of  the 
certificate  of  the  presiding  officer.    It  is  as  follows : 

«*  Votafor  RepreHntaiives  to  Congreu. 

Mark  Richards      -        -        -        -  42  votes. 

Roll'm  C  Mallary  ....  48 

William  Strong     .        .        -        .  4S 

Charles  Rich  ....  42 

William  A.  Griswold     ...  42 

John  Peck 42 


At  a  freemen's  meeting  legally  warned,  and  holden 
in  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  1818, 
the  above  gentiemen  were  voted  for  Representatives  to 
Congress.     Plymouth,  September,  1818. 

LEVI  SLACK,  Corutabh, 
MOSES  PRIEST, 
Town  Clerk  of  Plymouth 

According  to  the  statute,  the  certificate  ought  to 
have  t>een  thus : 

"  At  a  freemen's  meeting  legally  warned,  and  holden 
at  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  A,  D. 
1818,  the  votes  for  Representatives  to  Congress  having 
been  duly  taken,  sorted,  and  counted,  the  following 
persons  had  the  number  of  votes  annexed  to  their 
names,  respectively : 

MarkKichards       ....        42  votes. 
Rollin  C.  Mallary  -        -        •        .        42 
William  Strong     ....        42 
Charles  Rich         ....        42 
Willism  A.  Griswold     .        -        -        42 

John  Peck 42 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Plymouth,  this  first  Tues- 
day of  August,  A.  D.  1818. 

LEVI  SLACIC/r^l  CotutabU:* 

The  Committee  of  Elections  are  of  opinion  that  the 
form  prescribed  has  been  substantially  adhered  to,  and 
that  the  votes  ought  to  have  been  received  and  counted^ 
by  the  canvassing  committee.  It  moreover  appears 
that  the  town  clerii's  record  is  strictiy  formal,  and  that 
Levi  Slack  was  first  constable.  These  votes,  also,  are 
to  bo  added  to  the  petitioner's  poll. 

In  the  town  of  Woodbury,  fifty-six  votes  were  given 
for  the  petitioner,  and  a  record  thereof  was  duly  made 
in  the  town  clerk's  office,  but  in  the  certificate  sent  to 
the  canvassing  committee,  through  the  mistake  of  the 
presiding  officer,  the  names  of  Rollin  C.  Mallary  and 
Charles  Rich  were  omitted,  and  the  names  of  Plioy 
Smith,  Thomas  Crawford,  aod  Thomas  Hammond, 
who  were  candidates  for  the  office  of  councillors  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  but  in  whose  favor  not  one  vote 
was  given  for  Representatives  to  Congress,  were  in- 
serted. The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  error 
ought  to  be  corrected,  more  especially  as  there  exiau 
a  record,  the  verity  of  which  is  not  impeached,  by 
which  the  correction  can  be  made. 

In  Goshen,  twenty-seven  votes  were  given  for  the 
petitioner,  and  one  vote  for  the  sitting  member.  The 
certificate  of  the  election  was  made  in  due  form,  and 
recorded  in  the  town  clerk's  office.  The  original  was, 
according  to  law,  delivered  to  the  representative  of  the 
town  te  the  General  Assembly,  whose  duty  it  was  to  de- 
liver it  to  the  canvassing  committee.  From  someoauae, 
wtdch  does  not  appear,  he  neglected  to  attend  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  and  did  not  send  it  by  a  representative 
of  an  adjoining  town,  because,  as  he  allegea,  such  rep- 
resentative  left  home  for  the  General  Assembly  at  an 
earlier  day  than  usual.  The  certificate  still  remains 
in  bis  possession.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  that  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  votes  of  this  town  bv  reason  of  the  votes 
above  mentioned.  The  votes  of  Woodbury  and  Goshen 
are  therefore  added  to  the  petitioner's  poll. 

The  oommittee  annex  to  this  report  a  brief  state- 
ment presented  by  the  petitioner  in  support  pf  his 
petition,  marked  A.  Also,  an  answer  to  the  same, 
pieaented  by  the  sitting  member,  marked  B,  and  le- 
apeetfuUy  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Ketolvedf  That  Orsamu«  C.  Merrill  is  not  entiUed 
to  a  seat  in  this  Honae. 
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Resohfed,  That  Rollin  C.  Mallary  is  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  thia  House. 

A. 

Remarka  of  Petitioner, 

Hon.  John  W.  Tatlor, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Elections  : 

The  fifih  lection  of  the  first  srticle  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  provides  **  that  each  House 
(of  Congress)  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, dec,  of  its  own  members." 

It  is  respectfully  considered  that  the  term  "  elec- 
tion/' in  a  political  sense,  must  mean  the  designation 
or  choice  of  a  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  some 
office.  An  "election"  is  an  act  performed  by  free* 
men  possessing  proper  qualifications.  The  manner 
of  performing  it  is  immaterial,  only  as  it  may,  or  not, 
be  sanctioned  by  some  particular  law.  If  by  viva  voce, 
when  the  declaration  of  the  electors  is  made*  the  elec* 
tion  is  complete.  If  by  ballots,  when  these  are  depos- 
ited by  the  people  in  the  custody  of  the  legal  receiver, 
the  designation  is  consummated.  The  electing  power 
has  then  performed  its  office.  The  choice  is  perfect. 
All  that  follows  is  but  the  collection  or  preparation  of 
evidence  to  aacertsin  the  fact. 

The  sorting,  counting,  and  recording  of  the  ballots 
by  town  officers,  and  the  re-examination  and  computa- 
tion by  others,  are  but  so  many  steps  taken  not  to 
make  or  complete  an  election,  but  to  discover  in  what 
mariner  it  has  terminated. 

To  judge  of  an  election,  therefore,  must,  of  neces- 
sity, imply  the  right  of  taking  cognizance  of  the  exer* 
dec  of  the  electing  power  ;  of  this,  also,  at  the  time 
when  the  designation  is  accomplished  by  the  suffi-ages 
of  the  freemen. 

The  laws  of  Individual  States,  from  convenience  or 
necessity,  created  a  tribunal  to  determine  for  them- 
selves, in  the  first  instance,  the  election  of  representa- 
tives. They  have  determined  what  shall  be  the  evi- 
dence, and  when  produced.  If  no  one  is  injured,  no 
reason  exists  for  a  re-examination. 

It  is  true  that  the  laws  of  a  State  may  be  binding 
on  Congress  when  supported  by  the  Constitation. 
That  instrument  has  defined  the  limits  of  State  power 
on  this  subject.  It  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  quali- 
fications  of  electors,  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  eleetions.  A  State  cannot  prescribe  to  the 
House  the  rules  of  evidence,  nor  the  time  when  that 
evidence  shall  be  produced.  It  csnnot  declare  that 
the  report  of  a  canvassing  committee  shall  be  conclu- 
sive in  all  cases  whatsoever,  nor  the  testimony  on 
which  it  is  founded,  is  all  that  may  be  used. 

By  the  laws  of  Vermont,  all  the  provisions  for  se- 
curing the  evidence  of  an  election  are  calculated  solely 
fi.r  the  State  tribunal.  The  power  of  the  House  to 
interfere  is  not  acknowledged.  It  would  be  unreason- 
able to  say  that  the  House  should  be  bound  by  laws 
never  intended  to  operate  on  its  privileges ;  and,  if 
intended  so  to  operate,  must  be  nugatory.  It  cannot 
be  inferred  that,  because  the  canvassing  committee  are 
required  to  receive  the  certificate  of  a  town  clerk  or 
constable  as  evidence,  Congress  is  to  receive  no  other. 

Again,  each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion. How  can  this  be  done  if  the  State  authority 
has  the  power  to  create  an  intervening  obstacle  t  How 
can  the  House  judge  of  a  fact  which  they  are  not  al- 
lowed to  examine  1  How  are  they  capable  of  judging, 
if  the  errors  and  mistakes  of  every  petty  officer  through 
whose  hands  the  suffrages  of  ttie  freemen  must  paaa, 


are  to  be  a  perpetual  bar  to  all  knowledge  of  the  ori- 
ginal tranaaction  t  To  have  the  right  to  jadlge  of  sa 
election,  and  not  to  be  allowed  to  approach  it ;  b>  be 
governed  by  the  voice  of  the  electors,  and  not  be  per- 
mitted to  hear  it,  must  appear  deeply  laden  with  in- 
consistency. 

I  have  understood  that  a  distiodtion  is  to  be  takes 
between  the  cases  of  votes  illegally  returned  by  the 
town  officers,  and,  on  that  account,  not  allowed  by  the 
canvassing  committee,  and  the  cases  where  votes  were 
given  by  the  freemen,  and  not  returned  at  aU.  The 
latter  was  the  frict  as  relates  to  the  votes  of  Goshen 
and  part  of  the  votes  of  Woodbury.  This  is  explained 
by  the  evidence. 

It  seems  rational  that  a  return,  manifiestly  illegal, 
must  be  the  same  as  no  return  at  aO.  It  appears  dif- 
ficult to  discover  a  legal  or  equitable  difference  be- 
tween a  neglect  to  return  the  votes  of  the  freeraeuv 
and  a  return  so  defective  that  no  notice  can  be  taken 
of  it. 

Hence,  it  is  respectfully  inferred  that  an  elecdon  is 
complete  when  the  electors  have  delivered  their  suf* 
frages  or  ballots  into  the  hands  of  the  legal  depositoiy. 
That  no  mistakes  or  neglects  of  the  agents  of  the 
freemen  can  alter  or  annihilate  the  CicL  That  no 
power  exists,  or  can  exist,  to  prevent  the  House  from 
ascertaining  that  fact-  by  such  evidence  as  it  msy 
choose  to  admit 

A  different  construction  would  deprive  that  body  of 
one  of  the  most  salutaiy  restraints  upon  ignoranoe 
and  corruption,  and  would  rob  the  eleetora  of  the  most 
effectual  safeguard  to  their  politieal  rights.  It  would, 
in  effect,  be  an  admiuion  that  the  honorable  House 
must  be  composed  of  such  as  the  officers  of  towns  and 
counties  should  think  proper  to  send,  and  not  those 
whom  the  freemen,  by  their  suffrages,  had  elected. 

The  proceedings  in  the  State  may  always  be  con- 
sidered, prima  fade^  correct.  If  no  impeachment  is 
offered,  they  need  not  be  doubted. 

But  few  decisions  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  All 
that  may  have  an  influence  on  the  present  case  will 
readily  present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  the  honoi^ 
able  committee. 

Permit  me,  however,  respectfully  to  refer  to  the  case 
of  Willoughby  snd  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  votes  of  the  electors  were  given  for  ** WiUoaghby, 
junior."  A  part  were  returned  by  the  inspectors  as 
having  been  given  for  **  Willoughby."  Smith  wu 
declared  elected  by  the  State  authority.  The  House 
received  evidence  to  prove  fur  whom  the  votes  were 
given  by  the  freemen. 

.  The  name  is  deseriptio  pereones.  The  addition  of 
junior  describes  another  person,  aa  different  as  Ham- 
mond and  Mallary.  To  correct  one  requires  no  more 
power  than  the  correction  of  the  other.  I  make  a  re- 
ference to  the  evidence  from  Woodbury:  Craw/brd, 
Smith,  and  Hammond,  were  returned  to  the  canvass- 
ing committee  by  the  officers  of  that  town,  in  the  room 
of  Rich  and  Mallary.  To  the  latter  persons  the  votes 
of  the  people  of  that  town  were  given. 

I  understand  that  the  qualifications  of  freamen,  at 
the  time  they  appeared  at  the  poll,  have  been  after 
examined  by  the  House.  It  is  submitted  whether  this 
is  not  decidedly  more  independent  of  State  authoritiss, 
a  greater  extension  of  the  right  of  judging,  than  the 
simple  allowance  of  the  undisputed  votes  of  the  els^ 
tors,  which,  by  the  negligence  of  their  aervants,  had 
not  been  returned  in  aesison  for  computation. 

It  ia  said  that,  in  1804,  a  ease  from  Georgin  was  de- 


865 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


866 


January,  1820. 


Vermont  Contested  EtecHon, 


H.  ovR. 


cided,  that  Mami  to  have  some  relation  to  the  princi- 
ple embraced  in  the  present.  A  reference  is  made  to 
that  caae  in  the  report  of  the  honorable  Committee  of 
Elections  in  1817.  By  the  laws  of  that  State,  the 
votes  are  to  be  retomed  within  a  given  n amber  of 
days.  Some  of  the  votes  for  one  candidate  were  not 
retorned  within  the  limited  time.  The  person  for 
whom  a  lesser  namber  of  votes  were  given,  was  de- 
clared elected.  The  votes  given  for  the  other,  and 
not  seasonably  returned,  were  allowed  by  the  Honse, 
and  the  person  for  whom  they  were  given  was  admit- 
ted to  his  seat 

BhonlJ,  therefore,  the  honorable  House  be  pleased 
to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Merrill  or  your  petitioner  was 
elected  by  the  freemen  Of  Vermont,  the  following  state- 
ment of  facta,  it  is  believed,  will  be  supported  by  am- 
ple testimony : 

The  State  of  Vermont  was  entitled  to  six  members. 
The  election  was  by  general  ticket.  The  six  who  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  were  elected : 
Messre.  Rich,  Grafts,  Strong,  and Meach,  were  chosen, 
to  whom  no  opposition  can  be  made.  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
sixth,  received  the  least  number  of  votes  of  any  one 
declared  elected ;  his  seat  is  the  one  contested. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  counted  to  Messrs.  Mer- 
rill, Griswold,  and  Mallary,  is  as  follows.  From  the 
state  of  the  poll,  these  are  the  only  poTsons  eon- 
oemed : 

MerriH,  Grinoold.  MaUary. 

6,056        6,906         6,879 
The  votes  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing towns  were  not 
counted,  viz : 
'Woodbury      ...  56 

Fairhaven      -        .    '    -  90  90 

Goshen  ....  27  37 

Plymouth       ...  42  42 

6,955       7,067         7094 

Which  gives  Mr.  Mallary  27  votes  over  Mr.  Griswold. 
It  gives  Mr.  Mallary  over  Mr.  Merrill      -        -       139 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Merrill  lost  in  Berlin        69 
Do.  do.    in  Wardsborough    24 

—  ,    83 

Which  ]«aves  Mr.  Mallary  over  Mr.  Merrill  -  56 
wheq  all  are  counted,  exclusive  of  the  eight  votes 
given  Mr.  Mallary  in  Mansfield. 

The  votes  in  Berlin  and  Wardsborougk  were  un- 
doubtedly given  for  Mr.  Merrill,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
their  allowance. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  testimony  : 

1.  The  copy  of  canvass  rolls.  This  shows  the  whole 
number  of  votes  allowed  to  each  candidate.  It  gives 
copies  of  the  certificates  from  Fairhaven,  Woodbuiy, 
Plymouth,  and  Mansfield.  It  shows  that  no  votes 
were  counted  for  Mr.  tiallary  from  Fairhaven,  Ply- 
mouth, Woodbury,  Goshen,  and  Mansfield. 

2.  In  Woodbury,  Richards,  Mallary,  Ridi,  Strong, 
Griswold,  and  Peck,  each  had  fifty-six  votes. 

The  officers  in  Woodbury,  in  making  out  the  certi- 
ficate, which  was  returned  to  the  canvassing  commit- 
tee, omitted  the  names  of  Rich  and  Mallary,  and  re- 
turned, in  the  room  of  them,  the  names  of  **  Crawford, 
Smith,  and  Hammond,"  for  whom  no  votes  were 
given. 

Mr.  Gri8wold*s  were  returned  and  counted ;  Mr. 
Mallary 's  were  not.  By  the  statement  from  the  can- 
vass roils,  it  appears  that  Griswold  had  coonled  twenty* 
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nine  votes  more  than  Mallary.  By  allowing  Maliaty 
the  fiftv-six  votes  given  for  him  in  Woodbury,  Mal- 
lary will  have  over  Griswold  twenty-seven  votes.  Mr. 
'  Griswold's  pretensions  will  then  be  set  aside,  as  in  all 
the  other  towns  Mallary  and  Griswold  had  an  equal 
number  of  votes. 

The  votes  of  Fairhnven  were  lost  on  account  of 
the  certificate  of  the  votes  being  returned  not  sealed* 

The  votes  of  Plymouth  were  rejected  on  account  of 
an  informal  certificate. 

The  votes  of  Goshen  were  not  returned. 

Notices  were  given  by  the  magistrates  of  the  time 
and  place  of  taking  teitimony ;  which  are  reltimed 
with  the  depositions. 

I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  to  contest  the  election, 
as  by  the  letter  forwarded  with  the  evidence.  I  also 
wrote  Mr.  Merrill,  desiring  him  to  inform  me  at  what 
time  it  would  be  most  convenient  for  him  to  attend 
the  taking  of  testimony.  A  copy  of  that  letter  is  also 
transmitted. 

All  which  is  respectfully  presented  to  the  honorable 
committee. 

R.  C.  MALLARY. 

B. 

Reply  of  the  ntting  member. 

To  the  Hon.  Joair  W.  Tatlob, 

Chairman  qfthe  Committee  ofEleetiont  .* 

To  answer  some  principles  assumed  by  Mr.  Mallary 
in  his  remonstrance,  and  to  abridge,  if  practicable, 
the  inquiry  commenced  by  him,  in  support  of  his  claim 
to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  my  stead, 
I  solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  to  the  fol- 
lowing exposition  of  the  claims,  rights,  and  principles, 
I  urge  in  defence. 

It  would  seedi,  at  the  first  impression,  that  it  was 
alone  necessary  to  bring  the  conflicting  claims  and 
the  just  rights  of  the  freemen,  summarily  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  and  the  practice  and  adjudlcatioos  under 
it.  Further  reflection  indicates  the  necessity  of  a 
more  prolix  and  minute  view  of  the  case,  and  ehiefly 
so,  by  reason  of  the  positions  assumed  by  mv  oppo- 
nent, and  the  principles  connected  with  it,  and  which 
are  of  fint  importance. 

The  question  embraces  the  important  rights  of  suf- 
frage, and  it  takes,  within  its  scope,  the  State  laws» 
authorities,  and  sovereignty. 

Comment  upon  the  important  and  sacred  charac* 
ter  of  the  right  of  sufirage  need  not  be  indulge^,  as 
this  is  familiariy  known,  abundantly  recognised,  and 
cleariy  illustrated,  in  all  our  rules,  codes  of  rights,  and 
constitutions.  Its  value,  its  guards,  its  tenure,  and 
the  practical  rules  for  the  exercise  of  its  power,  are 
therein  delineated  with  sufficient  perspicuity  and  abil- 
ity. However  unnecessary  it  may  be  to  enlarge  upon 
this  bearing  of  the  case  under  consideration,  I  appre- 
hend it  is  not  only  pertinent,  but  essential  to  advert 
to  iu  It  is  eqaaliy  as  important  to  consider,  that,  from 
the  quiet  and  pure  character  of  the  right  of  sufirage, 
contrasted  with  the  turbulence,  caprice,  and  passions 
of  men,  its  exercise  must,  necessarily,  be  subject  to 
such  general  and  uniform  rules  of  order  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  legislative  power  of  the  respective 
States,  or  of  the  Union.  The  Constitution  of  the  Union 
has  so  declared  ;  reserving  to  **  the  Congress,"  as  the 
paramount  power,  the  right,  <*  by  lav^  to  alter  the 
regulations  of  the  respective  States."  #The  Con- 
gress" refraining  to  do  this,  the  State  regulations  are 
plenary,  and  must  be  sustained.    The  wise  and  ex- 
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perieneed  are,  therefore,  not  at  liberty  to  let  it  escape 
conaideration,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  of  sover- 
eignty  is  not  left  a  Tagrant,  capridoos,  or  despotic  act 
of  power.  In  all  well-regulated  communities,  it  most 
be  a  creature  of  law :  and  it  is  our  pride  and  boast 
that  this  principle  is  recognised  and  protected.  Our 
GoTornment  is  emphatically  a  Government  of  laws, 
and  not  exactly  a  Government  of  precedents,  which 
may  be  arbitrary,  and  shape  an  inditidual  case.  If 
the  prescribed  provisions  of  law  are  not  strictly  observed 
in  this  exercise  of  sovereignty,  it  is  difficult  to  define 
the  rules  by  which  it  is  regulated  and  secured.  It  is 
apprehended  to  be  a  point  established,  that,  in  every 
legitimate  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  free- 
men, they  are  to  yield  obedience  to  existing  ordinances 
and  regulations,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to  act  in 
their  sovereign  capacity,  except  they  act  in  obedience 
to  the  express  laws  tliey  have  caused  to  be  en- 
acted. A  perfect  conformity  to  all  the  requirements 
would  seem,  therefore,  essential  to  the  consummation 
of  the  act  of  election.  I  also  consider,  that,  while 
without  the  law,  whether  in  their  individual  or  cor- 
porate capacity,  the  freemen  are  estopped  from  clatm- 
ing  any  right  or  privilege,  nor  can  they  confer  any. 
Any  non-conformity  to  the  statute  of  elections  by  one 
portion  of  freemen,  is  never  to  be  construed  to  impsir 
the  rights  of  another '  portion  of  ft eemen,  who  hold 
rights  in  consideration  of  their  fidelity  to  the  laws  In 
auch  case  made  and  provided.  Imperfect  rights  can 
never  sustain  competition  with  perfect  rights. 

From  this  view  of  the  principles  besring  upon  the 
case,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  depositing,  assorting, 
and  counting  of  the  ballots  rendered  by  the  freemen, 
and  the  sealing  up  and  returning  the  amount  deposited, 
in  the  form,  time,  and  manner  expressly,  prescribed,  to 
the  ultimate  State  tribunal  of  deciision,  in  order  that 
the  aggregate  will  of  the  freemen  may  be  known,  is 
Imperatively  required  to  consummate  the  act  of  elec- 
tion, and  perfect  a  choice.  The  requisites  of  the  stat- 
ute of  the  State  are  guards  placed  around  the  sacred 
character  of  the  elective  right,  to  preserve  its  purity, 
and  give  to  its  exercise  all  the  necessary  protection  and 
solemnities ;  are  therefore  to  be  considered  parcel  of 
it,  and  essential ;  and  their  particular  application  by 
the  law  and  ussges  of  Vermont,  is  by  the  fireemen ; 
and  I  dwell  with  much  emphasis  upon  the  fact,  it  U 
their  act,  as  they  select  and  appoint  special  agents, 
whose  character  and  conduct  they  know,  and  in  whom 
they  repose  especial  confidence. 

This  settled  order  of  business,  touching  elections,  as 
prescribed  by  the  respective  States,  it  would  seam,  is 
obligatory  on  the  decisions  of  the  Hojafe  of  Represen- 
tatives, regarding  the  elections  of  its  members,  unless 
<*  the  Congress,  by  law,  have  altered  such  regulations." 
This  conclusion  is  founded  on  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union ;  it  is  also  founded  on  the 
broad  basis  of  good  sense,  so  far  forth  as  it  limits  dis- 
cretion, and  the  range  of  decisions,  to  the  system  of 
rules  prescribed  in  the  law  of  each  respective  State. 
It  shields,  a|so,  from  the  imputation  of  caprice  and 
iiregutarity,  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  the 
manifestations  of  the  will  of  the  freemen,  and  the  de- 
dsions  of  the  representative  body  of  the  nation  :  and, 
inasmuch  as  the  law  of  the  State  is  not  in  derogation 
of  the  Constitution,  or  any  law  of  the  Union,  but  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  I  feel  much  confidence  that 
the  atatute^f  the  State,  the  practices  of  the  freemen, 
and  the  oflicial  expositions  and  decisions  under  it»  will 
bo  respected. 


That  I  may  not  be  misunderstood,  I  aak  leave  to 
remark  that,  under  a  case  of  impeachment  of  State 
proceedings,  the  power  of  the  House,  and  the  duty  of 
Its  committee,  I  apprehend  is  to  inquire  whether,  in 
all  the  stages  of  proceedings,  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union,  and  the  State  regulations  as  to  time,  place,  aad 
mode  of  proceedings,  have  been  observed  ;  and  if,  in 
the  investigation,  it  is  found  the  State  regulations  are 
agreeably  to  the  Constitution^  and  the  requisites  of  the 
law  have  been  regarded,  the  proceedinga  of  the  freemen 
and  decisions  of  the  State  tribunals  are  in  good  faith 
to  be  recognised  and  accredited  ;  otherwise  the  State 
law  is  an  act  of  supererogation,  and  a  noiiity.  Hence 
I  admitted  the  .  persuasion,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  never  aasume  a  power  which  can  only 
be  exercised  by  the  Congress,  and,  therefore,  the  State 
laws  and  proceedings  would  be  adjudged  plenary,  ex- 
cept previously  modified  by  a  law  of  Congreas ;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  law  is  in  derogation  of  the 
Constitution,  or  the  proceedings  are  not  punuant  to 
the  statute,  or  provided  the  agents  of  the  freeaBcn  have 
been  fraudulent,  or  the  tribunals  of  decision  have  been 
perverse  and  corrupt,  then,  indeed,  the  proeedure  is 
nugatory,  and  will  be  so  declared ;  then  the  power  of 
the  House  will  he  found  remedial,  and  sufficiently 
ample. 

As  a  regard  to  the  will  and  prerogatives  of  the  frse- 
men,  and  a  tender  care  of  their  interests,  is  ever  a  par- 
amount inclinatioii  and  duty  with  a  faithful  Repreacn* 
tative ;  and  as  this  caae  may  seem  to  involve  theii 
rights  and  interests,  and  a  mistake  in  reasoning  on 
this  case  may  happen,  whereby  their  juat  righti  may, 
in  fact,  be  sacrificed,  I  would  inquire,  for  wluNn  is  tlus 
investigation  instituted  f  Not  lor  the  freemen.  They 
have  no  petition  here ;  their  rights  are  not  implicated ; 
they  do  not  feel  injured.  I  repeat,  the  freemen  of 
Vermont  have  preferred  no  claim  ;  and  yet,  as  Repre- 
sentatives, it  becomes  the  House  and  its  committees  to 
cherish  the  rights  of  those  freemen  who  have  been  in- 
dustrious and  faithful  to  their  own  rights,  and  who,  by 
their  diligence,  have  shown  fidelity  to  the  law.  I  re- 
peat, they  ask  no  other  intervention ;  they  have  taken 
no  step ;  they  care  not.  The  law  is  the  guardian  of 
their  rights,  and  they  know  it;  and  they  aak  no  other 
exercise  of  guardianship  here.  The  freemen  of  Ver- 
mont are  also  aware  that  vigilance  is  their  only  safe- 
guard, the  title  deed  of  their  immunitiea.  They  ask 
not  for  the  few  who  have  not  been  industrious  and 
faithful  to  their  rights ;  they  ask  not  that  the  beneficial 
and  liberal  system  of  legislative  wisdom  and  providence 
should  be  made  a  aacrifice  on  the  unhallowed  altar  of 
indolence  and  indifference,  or  that  the  conaummated 
rights  of  the  faithful  should  be  immolated. 

I  beg  leave  to  iHy,  had  I  respected  the  righta  of  the 
freemen  leas,  or  had  I  been  less  sensible  of  the  para- 
mount motives  which  influence  honorable  members,  I 
should  have  withheld  reiterations  of  these  &cu;  I 
should  have  contented  myself  with  saying  the  freemen 
are  i|Ot  injured.  Decide  as  members  may,  the  freemen 
of  Vermont  have  their  full  representation ;  the  freemen 
of  the  Union  are  not  injured,  for  Vermont  haa  but  its 
due  proportion  of  representation. 

Who  are  these  patty  town  and  county  offioeia,  vrhom 
my  opponent  speaks  of  as  giving  membera  to  this 
House  ?  They  are  the  fathers  and  gnardiana  of  the 
freemen's  interests  ;  the  choice  men  of  each  corpora- 
tion; selected,  yes,  approved  and  appointed  by  the 
freemen  themselves,  as  their  legal  and  reapected  de- 
positaries, and  their  agents  to  perform  and  fulfil  lor 
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them  the  Uw,  that  not  one  jot  or  tittle  thereof  fail  of 
its  accomplishment ;  their  acts  are  the  acts  of  the  free- 
men. This  qoestton  should  be  stripped  of  all  bias  for 
the  freemen,  except  to  sustain  the  institutions  which 
define  and  reflate  their  immunities.  By  whom  is  it 
asked  that  State  regulations  should  be  disregarded  ! 
Certainly  not  by  the  freemen.  Such  as  hsve  neglected 
the  legal  modes  and  certainties,  and  abandoned  their 
rights  which  the  law  sustains,  would  have  been  estop- 
ped, by  reason  of  their  own  laches,  from  asking  the 
prostration  or  suspension  of  a  State  system ;  for  the 
favor  of  law  is  not  towards  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask,  of  whom  is  the  destruction  of  a 
State  system  required  ?  The  Constitution  and  law  of 
the  Union  are  not  asked ;  but  it  is  a8ke4  of  a  branch 
of  Congress,  the  people's  Representatives*  And  shall 
one  branch  of  the  law-making  power  do  it,  under  the 
arbitrary  doctrine  of  precedent  alone  t  No.  Ours  is 
a  Government  of  express  laws.  Adjudicated  prece- 
dents of  piactice  are,  not  unfrequently,  beneficial,  and 
perfect  the  provident  work  of  a  Legislature,  and,  in  all 
cases  of  doubt  and  ambiguity,  they  the  rather  lean  to 
prop  freemen's  diligence  and  fidelity.  For  any  indi«> 
vidual,  then,  should  "shame  light"  upon  a  system  es- 
tablished by  a  State  sovereignty  1  The  answer  is  to 
the  case  and  in  point.  The  case  is  a  case  of  strict 
right  between  individuals. 

•   In  this  view  of  the  sutgect,  I  proceed  to  remind  the 
committee  of  my  opponent's  remark,  that  **  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  State  may  always  be  considered  prima 
fade  correct."    The  proceedings  in  a  State,  done 
ftirly,  and  conformably  to  law,  in  my  opinion,  are 
more  than  prima  fade  correct ;  they  are  as  aecord 
evidence,  which  cannot  be  contradicted  or  altered  by 
parol  testimony.    X^eglect  or  mistake  may  defeat  the 
rights  of  the  freemen,  by  reason  of  not  perfecting  the 
evidence  of  a  fact,  or  the  legal  mamfestation  of  their 
w ill.    The  plea  of  neglect,  or  mistake,  cannot  be  urged 
to  contradict,  vary,  or  destroy  a  legal  proceeding,  nor 
defeat  a  legal  and  vested  right.    State  proceedings 
may  be  destroyed,  by  showing  there  was  corruption. 
Actual  fraud,  or  corruption,  in  any  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  whatever  shape  it  eatisfaetorily  ap- 
pears, eradicates- an  otherwise  eonsummated  right; 
Deeause  it  determines  it  no  record,  no  act.    I  urge 
these  doctrines  the  more  strenuously,  because  the  case 
under  consideration  is  a  question  of  strict  right  be- 
tween two  individualf.    My  opponent  doea  not  allege 
corruption,  nor  prove  fraud ;  his  parol  testimony  there- 
fore is  inadmissible,  and  altogether  insufficient  to  im- 
peach legal  State  proceediqgs,  and  my  rights,  which 
are  sanctioned  by  the  highest  triounal  thereof,  and 
consummated  by  the  signature  of  the  Chief  Biagistrate 
and  the  seal  of  the  State.    I  coneider  my  right  to  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  identified  with 
the  rights  of  the  greatest  number  of  diligent  freemen, 
with  the  law,  and  the  decisions  of  the  State  authorities* 
I  contend,  for  yet  other  reasons,  that  the  statute  of 
Vermont  is  to  be  in  force,  and  its  requirements  to  be 
held  inviolate.  Ded  ucible  from  it  are  the  soundest  rules 
of  evidence;  the  beet  of  which  the  case  is  susceptible. 
I  hold  on  to  this  ground  with  the  more  confidence, 
because,  in  so  doing,  I  conform  to  the  decisions  of  the 
last  and  final  tribunals  of  the  State — ^I  mean  the  tri- 
bunal of  canvass,  and  the  representatives  of  the  State 
in  General  Assembly,  to  whom  the  committee  of 
canvass  report.    Here  it  was  solemnly  and  explicitly 
decided  by  actual  vote,  afiar  due  debate  and  delibera- 
tion, thai  the  fotes  of  the  freeoMA  in  any  incorponUed 


town,  wanting  in  any  of  the  requirements  of  the  law, 
must  be  deemed  illegal,  and  be  rejected.  Comment 
is  probably  unnecessary,  yet  I  trust  1  shall  be  indulged 
in  remarking,  it  is  an  acknowledged  principle  that  the 
will  of  the  freemen,  unaccompanied  by  any  act,  can- 
not consummate  a  choice,  because  there  can  be  no 
manifestation  of  their  wilt.  In  towns  where  the  choice 
is  to  be  determined  by  ballot,  the  will  of  no  individual 
freeman  can  be  accounted  any  thing,  except  he  makes 
deposits  of  his  vote  in  the  ballot  box,  for  canvaae^  at 
the  legal  time  and  place.  Ajod  in  order  that  the  ag- 
gregate vote  of  the  freemen  may  be  manifested,  every 
political  corporation  must  make  deposile  of  the  amount 
of  ite  votes  at  the  legal  place,  to  the  appointed  board, 
and  in  legal  time.  As,  in  the  first  inetance,  the  bal- 
lot deposits  is  the  highest  possible  manifestation  of  the 
will  of  the  individual  freemen,  preciiely  in  the  same 
manner,  in  the  second  instance,  the  deposite  is  the 
highest  and  most  solemn  manifestation  of  the  aggre- 
gate will  of  the  freemen  of  the  State.  The  portion 
oraittiog  to  do  this  prescribed  act  have  abandoned 
their  rigbta,  and,  by  their  own  laehee,  have  rendered 
their  rights  imperfect  and  inchoate,  and  the  power  of 
reclaiming  or  perfecting  them  is  lost 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  prece- 
dents quoted  by  my  opponent,  I  respectfully  ask  leave 
to  urge  that  the  use  of  precedents  arrayed  against  the 
check  usages,  or  precautionary  ordinances  of  States, 
is  only  to  be  justified  on  an  extraordinary  occasion. 
They  are  to  be  used  wi  A  great  caution  and  the  sound? 
cat  discretion,  at  all  timee,  and  are  never  to  be  adopted 
to  destroy  legal  certainty,  or  to  extend  the  concum- 
mation  of  an  act  fa|i»yond  the  statute  period  of  conclu- 
sion. Even  the  sovereign  power  of  Congress  haa  its 
limitatjena,  and  an  integral  portion  of  that  authority 
has, its  restrainta.  I  hold  it  correct  in  principle,  that, 
until  the  Constitution  shall  have  been  modified,  or 
until  the  Congress  shall  have  altered,  by  law,  the  State 
election  regulations,  and  made  a  uniform  course  of 
practice,  the  decisions  touching  elections  cannot  be 
uniform,  but  must  be  graduated  to  the  vaiying  and 
peculiar  regulations  of  each  State  reepectively.  The 
requisitee  ^  return,  Ac,  preeertbed  in  the  law  of  Ver- 
mont, were  euggested  by  practical  abuses,  or  well- 
founded  apprehensions  of  imposition  on  the  fair  rights 
and  will  of  the  freemen,  and  were  intended  as  chscks 
and  adequate  guards  againat  their  recurrence  and  eac- 
iatence.  The  like  evile  may  only  sectionaUy  occur, 
and  the  like  apprehenaions  may  arise  from  causei 
purely  locaL  The  like  remediee  and  precautions  will 
not,  therefore,  generally  demand  legislative  interposi- 
tion. And  to  break  down  provisions  of  this  character 
by  the  power  of  precedents,  adopted  under  other  cir- 
cumstances, cannot  be  friendly  to  the  dearest  rights  of 
freemen. 

The  uniform  principlee  of  decision  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, have  been  strictly  with  their  laws.  And  if  the 
laws  and  deciiions  of  States  are  to  be  held  of  no  weight 
and  nugatory,  I  am  of  opinion  the  safor  course  is  for 
*'  the  Congress"  to  alter  the  State  regulations  by  law^ 
and  that  the  altering  or  nullifying  them  by  mere  pre- 
cedents is  questionable  and  rarely  to  be  tolerated. 

Inasmuch  as  precedents  of  this  character  are  alleged 
by  my  opponent  to  exiit,  I  proceed  to  examine  them. 
The  detailed  report  of  casee,  with  all  the  facts 'and 
reasons  governing  the  precedent,  are  necessary  to  find 
its  analogy  and  relationship  to  the  caae  in  considera- 
tion*   The  cited  case  of  Georgia  is  an  entirely  difibr* 
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ent  caie.  Th«  rettons  for  non^eemplknce  with  the 
l«w  regtrding  rotmtis,  was  not  urged  as  a  laches  of 
the  freemen,  bnt  was  a  proTidential  prohibition*  The 
nazim  that  the  <'act  of  God  injures  no  man,"  in  this 
ease  has  all  its  force,  and  if  not  to  be  disputed  ;  the 
decision  was  correct.  It  can  have  no  bearing  in  the 
present  case,  which  was  an  abandonmmi  hj  the  free- 
men of  their  legal  rights,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  town 
of  Goidien,  they  neglected  to  make  return,  not  only 
within  the  legal  period,  but  even  to  this  day.  And  in 
the  towns  of  Fairhaven,  Plymuuth,  and  Mansfield,  the 
case  was  determined  against  them,  under  solemn  ad- 
judication, by  reason  of  their  own  ad9»  They  did  not 
ob^  the  law,  by  reason  of  indolence,  or  a  want  of 
diligence,  neither  of  which  is  a  competent  plea  to  delay 
or  change  the  operation  of  law,  or  to  arrest  and  subvert 
its  commandments.  The  case  of  Georgia,  by  an  exam- 
ination of  it  in  its  details,  shotrs  that  the  returning 
officer  is  admitted  to  have  made  use  of  all  due  dili- 
gence. And  the  allegation  was,  that,  by  reason  of  an 
VBUpal  and  tremendous  storm,  or  hurriouie,  by  which 
the  country  was  inundated,  bridgea  were  swept  away, 
and  the  ways  were  rendered  impassable,  he  was  pre- 
vented by  this  act  oi  God  from  fulfilling  the  law. 
There  is,  therefore^  no  similitude  in*  the  cases,  and  the 
preeedent  does  not  apply,  and  in  fact  is  no  precedent ; 
tt  is  a  solitary  case.  The  faei  to  be  decided  was  as  to 
the  admUiion  of  proof  oi  the  alleged  act  of  providen- 
tial prohibition  regarding  return.  8o  far  as  regarded 
this  point,  it  may  be  reeeived,  and  stand  as  an  unset- 
tled, solitary  precedent  Inferences,  remarks,  or  de- 
cisions, beyond  the  point  in  issue,  or  submission,  are 
exta-judicial  and  without  the  case,  and  cannot  be 
drawn  in  as  precedent.  This  I  judge  to  be  a  distinction 
correct  in  principle,  and  warranted  by  practice.  The 
present  case  was  a  non-observance  of  law,  without 
any  alleged  providential  excuse ;  it  was  an  essential 
legal  ladi£»  of  the  freemen — ^the  jfwi  is  acknowledged 
by  my  opponent,  that  the  law  was  not  complied  with. 
The  dedsion  called  for  was,  I  repeat,  as  to  evidence 
regarding  the  cause  of  failure,  and  thev  decided  not 
to  ''receive  any  evidence  on  that  point  ;'^  all  besides  is 
to  be  conaideied  argument  It  might  be  logic  in  that 
fjoculiar  case.  There  is,  however,  an  important  dis- 
liDClion  in  that  from  the  present  case  which  I  have 
here  mentioned.  The  doctrines  of  precedent  should 
never  set  statutes  at  defiance,  and  bring  into  contempt 
the  acta  of  a  Legislature ;  they  are  to  Iw  taken  in  their 
most  strict  sense,  and  are  never  to  abolish  express, 
fixed.  Constitutional  law.  The  doctrine  of  prsoedent, 
in  any  other  view,  is  perilous  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme.  It  **  assumes  power  without  control,  on  the 
spur  4>f  the  occasion,  and  after  the  fact,  and  makes  its 
decision  the  law  and  the  judgment.*'  If  there  is  <•  fixed 
law,"  it  must  be  followed :  if  there  is  no  law,  *«  the 
judgment  on  any  particular  case  b  the  law  of  that 
single  case  only,  and  dies  withit«"  And  this  is  more 
emphatically  a  sound  principle,  under  our  Govern- 
ment 

The  extra-judicial  remarks  in  the  cited  precedent 
ease  are  of  such  dangerous  measure  as  to  place  States 
in  a  humiliating  predicament.  The  freemen,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  pursue  duties  and  perform  acts, 
agreeably  to  their  laws,  which  they  enacted  aa  bar- 
riers of  Bsfety,  and  within  which  they  repoaed  in  con- 
fidence. Yet,  after  all,  a  precedent  never  promulgated 
can  sink  ita  character  and  importance ;  destroy,  by  a 
tvoch,  the  mainspring  of  its  power,  and  disaolve  all  its 
eaactions  and  securities.    It  is  a  predicament  which 


exhibits  a  most  unnatural  state  of  things ;  aa  the  only 
power,  Competent  to  create  a  new  power,  is  the  *'Con- 
grera,"  and  they  may  do  it  by  law.  In  the  present 
case  I  desire  it  may  not  be  forgotten  that  the  return  ii 
the  act  of  the  freemen,  and  the  omission  of  return  by 
any  portion  ia  their  own  laehet,  as  the  returning  agent 
is  a  creature'of  their  own  appointment,  and  his  legal 
neglect  concludes  a  forfUture. 

The  case  from  Massachusetts,  of  Baylies  and  Tur- 
ner, named  by  an  honorable  member  of  the  committee, 
regarding  the  addition  or  omission  of  *'juaior,"  im  a 
case,  in  my  apprehenrion,  distinctly  marked  as  inap- 
plicable.   The  freemen,  in  that  case,  felt  aggrieved, 
and  they  petitioned.    In  the  inveatigation  of  the  case 
in  which  diia  decbion  was  had,  it  was  found  that  Tur- 
ner, senior,  lived  out  of  the  district,  and  wastnetigible 
by  the  law,  and  as  dead{  and  therefore  the  freemen 
are  not  to  be  soppoeed  to  vote  for  a  person  dead  in 
law,  or  natoally  dead.    I  believe  it  ia  a  settled  princi- 
ple in  judicial  proceedings,  that  the  aflixing  or  emit- 
ting the  appellation  of  •* junior,"  may  be  sufficient 
certain ;  and  it  becomes  a  fact  to  be  inquired  inte, 
whether  the  penon  be  well  designated  and  known 
by  either  description,  as  well  by  one  name  as  the 
other ;  and  I  consider,  in  a  case  of  ineligibility,  «r 
actual  death,  the  fiict  is  clearly  ascertained.      The 
cases  of '*juo."  are  a  matter  of  fact,  and  may  be  in- 
quired into,  and  are  not  to  be  meaaured  by  tie  same 
rote  ae  legal  iaekeg,  which  producea  a  foifintnre.    It  ie 
to  be  judged  of  aocording  to  the  best  evidenee  pe»> 
duced.    And,  in  my  judgment,  the  distinction  is  pol> 
psble  betvreen  this  cless  of  eaaes  and  the  pieaenti 
where  in  the  original  return  tin  entirely  distinet 
is  entered.    Mallory  and  Hammond,  in  no  mm . 
come  under  one  and  the  eame  description  of  peraoa, 
or  be  understood,  under  any  eirenmetancea  lew  4mn 
legialative  interfbnnce,  which  may  give  a  new  nwuo, 
as  designating  one  and  the  eame  person.    The  case 
of  Woodbury,  by  my  opponent,  was  brought  to  tfaie 
cUas  of  precedents ;  the  cases  are  not  andogoas^  fhr 
the  reasons  assigned.     If  we  peas  to  tiie  evidenee 
which  my  opponent  haa  produced,  we  ahall  fSnd  that 
the  aettbd  roles  of  evidence,  in  constant  feaetiee 
in  our  courts,  invalidate  hie  evidence.    The  original 
officially  aealed  oertiieate  returned  is  the  dedaiwdand 
beet  evidence,  and  made  so  by  esprees  law.    And  this 
evidence,  by  my  opponent's  exhibit,  shows  n^endi  fact 
as  his  having  reeeived  any  vote  in  the  town  of  Woofi- 
buiy.    The  eopy  record  of  a  town  is  by  no  means 
equal  evidenee.    The  ease  appeara  to  me  analogaaa  to 
the  ease  of  a  dee<|  of  conveyance ;  fiw  instonea,  the 
original  and  ssaled  deed  conveys  two  hundred  acrce  of 
land ;  the  copy  of  it  spread  upon  the  record  putodowa 
the  smount  conveyed  at  one  hundred  acree.    I  appf»> 
bend  no  legal  doubt  could  be  raised  on  a  qaestien 
msde,  which  ought  to  have  the  precedence,  end  which 
is  the  hfghest  and  beet  evidence,  the  original  or  the 
copy.    The  statute  in  section  six,  in  my  view,  inti- 
mates that  the  Legislature  had  the  same  view.    They 
not  only  made  the  Maled,  original  certificate,  done  ia 
statu  to  form,  the  legal  evidence  in  the  pveviontf  aao- 
tions,  but  in  the  cited  aection  they  direct  **  that  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  General  Aase«b1y,for  the 
purposes  mentioned  In  the  act,*'  '*  ahall  prasetve  and 
lodge  the  original  certificates  with  the  dectetaryof 
8tato,  until  after  the  first  seesion  of  Congreas  lor  whisk 
the  said  election  is  held." 

The  guards  and  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  LegMa* 
tore  aff  Veemont  are  to  he  fcgarded  aa  ao  tDaoy 
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niiions  of  the  fallibili^  of  human  condact  and  testi* 
mony,  and  are,  therefore,  to  be  held  as  a  definitive 
standard,  whereby  are  to  be  ascertained  the  highest 
and  only  legal  manifestation  and  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  freemen.    I  therefore  feel  constrained  to  repeat, 
that  the  original  certificate  made  out  and  sealed  in  the 
presence  of  the  meeting  of  freemen,  and  returned  to 
the  tribunal  of  aggregate  canvass,  and  which  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  prescribed  legai  forms  and  official 
solemnities,  is  the  best  evidence.    And  that  the  copy 
of  the  record  of  the  town  of  Woodbury,  and  the  affida- 
vits procured  and  adduced  by  my  opponent  to  contra- 
diet  the  original  certificate,  to  make  the  most  of  them, 
ate  as  objectionable  and  uncertain ;  and  their  admis- 
sion  to  even  an  equality  would  be  a  disregard  of  settled 
principle,  unlaw fbJ,  and  dangerous  in  praotioe.    In- 
deed, it  is  unsafe  to  forget  that  the  treacheries  of  mem- 
ory, and  the  perverse  motives  which  too  often  actuate 
human  conduct,  are  usually  more  multiplied  after  the 
general  result  is  known  in  defoat,  and  revived  by  eon- 
test,  than  they  are  at  the  eonsammation  of  a.  fact  hap- 
pening before  the  case  is  made  out   And,  besides,  any 
adjudication  un^er  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
after  the  fact,  repudiating  statute  evidence,  would,  in 
its  character  and  consequences,  be  ex  post  facto. 

The  petitioner  nor  the  sitting  member  is  to  be  put 
in  contest  with  express  law,  nor  can  they  be  injured 
by  the  fair  imd  full  operation  of  the  law  of  election. 
By  this  only  can  either  be  entitled  to  the  honor  of  a 
seat  as  a  member  on  the  floor  of  Congress ;  and  they 
ought  not  only  lo  disclaim,  but  disdain  to  occupy  a 
aeat  on  any  other  tenure^ 

The  fteemen  are  not  injured  by  the  law.  The  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  rsg^rda  tlmi,  is  thist  Shall  a  majority 
of  tiM  liDseflien,  who  have  legazdad  the  integrity'  of  thmr 
lighln,  been  diligent  ift  their  dBty,and  obedient  to  law, 
prewaifti  Or»  shall  that  portieii  of  freeman  prevail 
who,  like  the  unwise  virgins^  did  not  trim  thsirlaatps* 
who  negleoted  their  rights  and  dotiae,  and  who  were 
imfoitfafiil  to  the  law  ? 

Bflr.  Miliary,  who  instituted  the  pieaant  contest,  le- 
cmved  a  less  number  of  the  legal  voles  of  the  freemen 
of  Vermont  than  did  either  of  the  sitting  membera  from 
that  State;  'and  I  declare  this  in  all  sobemeas^  under 
the  authority  of  express  law,  and  by  virtue  of  the  aano* 
tion  of  the  legal  State  authorities,  who  have  so  do* 
dared  the  law  and  the  fact ;  and  I  do  it  more  boldly, 
as  collusion  or  fraud  is  not  alleged  in  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings* 

The  habits  of  the  freemen,  by  usage,  are  in  con- 
formity to  the  law ;  they  have  decided  for  the  law,  and 
in  practice  they  have  observed  it  in  its  strictness,  ex- 
cept the  small  number  of  from  two  to  three  hundred. 
The  agents  of  the  freemen,  and  the  tribunals  of  the 
law,  have  decided  for  it.  The  Constitution  of  the 
Union  authorins  it,  and,  from  an  imperative  sense  of 
duty  to  the  freemen,  to  the  law,  and  the  State  author- 
itiee,  and  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Union,  I  solidt 
the  repreeentative  branch  of  Congresa  and  its  commits 
Ice  to  oonfirm  the  law  of  the  State,  and  every  and  all 
its  provisions^  gnanis,  and  solemnities,  according  to 
the  long,  settled  judicial  usages  of  construction,  and  the 
rales  of  evidence.  Nor  can  I  doubt  it.  Detection  of 
frauds  upon  the  law,  and  impositions  upon  the  freemen* 
will  receive  rebuke*  A  prodigal  use  of  power  will  not 
be  sanctioned  anywhere. 

I  therefore  would  move  the  committee  to  view  the 
auM  in  the  following  order,  and  make  their  decision 
accordingly.    The  facts  and  statement  of  my  oppo- 


nent justify  this  dassification  of  the  points  in  conteat^ 
via: 

Itt.  Ought  the  adjudications  of  the  Stale  legislativt 
tribunala  of  canvass  to  be  overruled,  and  their  deei* 
sions  to  be  reversed,  which  were  made  in  conformity 
to  the  law  and  the  usages  of  the  States,  and  in  all 
verity  and  good  faith  ? 

This  point  involvee  the  towns  of  Fairhaven,  Ply- 
mouth, and  Mansfield,  whose  votes  my  opponent 
daims. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  is  respectfully  called 
to  the  law  of  the  State,  entitled  *'An  act  for  electing 
Representatives  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  directing  the  mode  of  their  election.*'  The  policy 
and  provisions  thereof  are  easy  to  be  understood ;  ana 
the  dedsions  were  conformed  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  law* 

3d.  Can  the  votes  of  Goshen  be  adjudged  legal,  and 
ought  they,  upon  any  prindple,  to  be  counted  for  the 
petitioner  1 

The  votea  of  this  town  were  not  returned  at  the 
legal  period,  nor  have  they  been  returned  to  the  pres^ 
ent  day ;  there  iS)  therefore,  no  legal  evidence  of  any 
votes  having  been  given  at  all  by  the  freemen  of  aaid 
town  of  Goahen.  The  original  certificate  has  not  been 
exhibited,  nor  is  it  bdieved  there  w  any  precedent  fir 
any  decision  relative  to  thu  case* 

3d.  Is  the  ^petitioner's  daim  to  the  count  of  votei 
said  to  be  given  in  the  town  of  Woodbury,  substantiat- 
ed by  the  best  evidence  1  And  ought  the  said  vote% 
daimed  to  be  given  for  my  opponent,  on  the  evidanoe 
exhibited,  to  be  taken  down  in  the  estimate  of  votea  to 
be  made  here  to  defeat  my  rights?  And  is  the  statate 
evidence,  the  original  official  return  of  the  returning 
officer,  repudiated  1 

I  cannot  allow  myself,  for  a  moment,  to  entertain 
an  idea  that  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  its  oomi* 
mittee,  will  so  decide  arvirtualiy^  to  repeal  or  render 
nugatory  the  oaotious  and  prudent  enaotmenta,  the 
express  law  of-  a  State  sovereignty,  or  the  delibeiato 
decisions  of  its  authorities;  or  that  the  plainest  and 
most  settled  rules  of  construction  and  evidence  will  be 
prostrated ;  or  that  these  guaranties  of  the  freemen 
will  become  aa  lodgers  or  exiles  in  the  metropolis. 

The  present  period,  marked  by  the  absence  of  polit* 
ical  asperity  and  party  prejudices,  is  perhaps  a  favora- 
ble period  to  alter  by  law  the  election  regulations  of 
States,  and  to  substitute  a  uniform  system.  This,  how^ 
ever,  is  a  diffiirent  consideration,  and  only  advanced 
at  this  time  in  alludon  to  arguments  before  saggeated, 
touching  power. 

It  is  a  remark  frequently  made,  that  precedents  are 
not  necessarily,  and  ought  rarely  to  be  binding  on 
a  legidative  body.  The  viewa  taken  of  a  subject  may 
bedifierent;  motives  extraneous  may  biaa  the  judg^ 
ment,  and  give  to  it  erroneous  tendencies.  The  times 
through  which  we  have  just  passed,  I  think,  give  ad- 
ditional force  to  the  remark,  and  induces  the  necessitjr 
of  caution  and  technical  nicety  in  their  admission,  if 
admitted  at  all,  to  justify  a  contested  and  doubtful  ex- 
ercise of  power.  I  wish  it  most  distinctly  understood 
that  I  rest  my  case  on  the  law  of  the  State,  and  tibe 
Constitution  of  the  Union.  I  strenuously  and  boldly 
urge  that  the  power  of  the  Houae  of  Representative^ 
and  ito  committee,  as  judges  of  the  election,  returns 
and  qualification  of  members,  are  limited  to  the  law  of 
the  State  and  the  Constitution;  they  are  to  inquire 
and  dedde  whether  either  have  been  infringed,  and 
whether  all  proceedings  have  been  done  in  good  foith. 
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Tbej  are  not  authorized  to  step  behind  a  Constitotional 
■tatnte,  except  to  aee  whether  ita  proniions  have  been 
regarded.  The  statute  is  the  act  of  the  freemen,  and 
k  the  expression  of  their  will ;  and  it  in  as  vitally  im- 

Sirtani  to  them  as  the  deposite  of  their  ballots.  The 
ouse  of  RepresentatiYes,  without  the  co-operation 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  cannot  pass  behind 
the  law  of  Vermont,  to  alter  or  contradict  it,  without 
the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  power. 
They  would  do  no  act  of  friendship  to  the  freemen, 
by  throwing  to  all  the  winds  their  statutes  and  their 
policy,  and  exercises  within  it.  I  have  examined  the 
manuscript  decisions  touching  elections,  and  I  find 
none  at  variance  with  the  ideas  and  principles  I  have 
suggested.  The  decisions  on  points  in  issue,  from  my 
observation,  either  sound  in  fraud,  or  are  matters  of 
£ict,  which,  by  settled  judicial  precedent  and  practice, 
luve  been  considered  suitable  matters  to  be  inquired 
into  under  proper  pleas.  They  have  never  decided 
that  rights  legally  abandoned,  or  rights  lost  by  legal 
laches,  might  be  reclaimed  and  perfected  out  of  legal 
**time,  place,  and  manner."  They  have  attached  to, 
and  involved  in  their  reports  extra-judicial  inference 
and  remark,  which  I  think  no  man  will  declare  is  to 
be  drawn  in  as  precedent.  The  cases  of  *' junior,"  as 
I  have  treated  them,  I  consider  familiar  to  lawyers  and 
judges,  and  known  under  legsl  authority.  Other  cases 
of  inquiry  and  decision,  as  to  qualifications  of  voters, 
whenever  acted  upon,  were,  I  believe,  expressly  alleg- 
ed to  have  been  received  contrary  to  law,  and  by  reason 
of  imposition  or  deception.  The  general  character  of 
questions  made,  and  decisions  had,  are  of  this  class, 
and  did  not  arise,  nor  appear  in  decision,  in  opposition 
to  express  law.  I  can  find  no  case,  where,  in  the 
course  of  inquiry  as  to  qualifications  of  voters,  the 
State  statutes  have  not  been  esteemed  the  standard 
tests.  Should  I  have  overlooked  any  cases  of  different 
;  character,  and  which  may  bear  on  the  present  case, 
they  should  be  published,  in  order  that  conflicting  de- 
cisions, tribunab,  and  laws,  msy  find  the  necessary 
remedy. 

I  remember  (and  presume  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  others)  at  the  last  Congress,  in  the  case  of  Mercer 
and  Mason,  a  question  as  to  the  legal  construction  of 
the  election  law  of  Virginia  was  raised  incidentally  in 
committee.  The  section  in  point  was  considered  am- 
biguous, and  susceptible  of  two  constructions,  by  sev- 
eral professional  members  oi  the  committee.  Inquiry 
was,  therefore,  gone  into, .  to  ascertain  the  practical 
definition  or  exposition  of  the  law  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
giniai  and  when  that  was  satisfactorily  found,  the  de- 
dsions  of  the  committee  took  the  same  direction. 

I,  therefore,  for  my  constituents,  protest  against  the 
relevancy  and  authority  of  inference  and  remarks 
made  extra-judicially,  and  extraneous  of  the  point 
strictly  in  issue,  and  the  more  especially  when  they 
tend  to  nullifjT  State  laws,  repudiate  State  practice, 
and  consequently  draw  after  them  unlicensed  and  dan- 
gerous power. 

If,  however,  it  is  deemed  correct  that  decisions  made 
here,  under  any  circumstances,  are  paramount  law, 
wherefore  are  they  not  promulgated  ?  And  the  mode 
and  reasons  which  gave  them  being  and  pawer  should 
have  equal  publicity.  It  should  be  generally  known 
whether  they  passed  after  solemn  argument  and  pro- 
found investigation,  or  whether  silently,  and  without 
question.  States,  then,  might  modify  or  repeal  their 
Uws  altogether,  and  "  the  Congress"  might  direct  that 
original  votes  be  received  and  returned  without  the 


mediation  of  State  authorities,  as  a  course  leas  humili- 
ating to  State  sovereignties,  and  for  both,  more  dig- 
nified than  a  conflict  between  written  and  unwritten 
law. 

I  make  no  pretensions  to  legal  precision ;  still  I  feel 
a  degree  of  confidence  that  members  having  legal 
acttteness  will  recognise  the  distinctions  to  which  I 
have  alluded. 

I  have  treated  the  subject  as  I  honestly  view  it,  and 
as  involving  policy,  principles,  and  interests,  of  more 
than  individual  concern,  chiefly  in  consequence  ofdoe- 
trines  assumed  by  my  opponent,  possibly  by  the  loose 
manner  of  putting  down  precedents  he  has  urged,  and 
the  danger  of  their  extension  or  progression  in  appli- 
cation beyond  points  not  definitively  in  issue,  under 
the  originsl  reported  case. 

I  respectfully  submit  for  consideration  my  views  of 
the  case,  and  the  case  itself. 

O.  C.  MERRILL. 


Thursday,  January  6. 

Mr.  MTendover  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  credit  now  allowed  by  law  for 
the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  may  not  be  changed  to  a  cash  pajment,  and 
that  a  moderat&.duty  may  be  imposed  on  all  sales 
at  auction. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SwEARiNGEN  presented  a  petition  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Georgetown  and  Washington,  praying  for  are- 
newaJ  of  their  charter,  wim  certain  modil^ations 
and  amendments  therein  stated ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  Mcintosh,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the* Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution submitted  by  Mr.  Woodbridge  on  the  17th 
ultimo,  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providmg  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
ancient  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of 
Michigan ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with  direc- 
tions to  make  the  said  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  public 
buildings,  made  a  report,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  making  a^^ropiations  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  apjMropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  completion  of  tne  repairs  of  the 
north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing 
the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two 
new  Executive  offices ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  the  expenditure  and  application  of 
the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on  accoimt 
of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
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September,  1819,  and  of  the  UDexpended  balances 
of  fonner  appropriations  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury, on  the  1st  October,  1819;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers or  the  district  coui^t  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Louisiana,  prepared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  that  district,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  22d  February  last ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  after  offering  some 
explanatory  remarks,  and  some  facts  to  show  the 
expediency  of  his  object,  submitted  the  following 
motion,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Juditiary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
farther  protisions,  by  law,  for  the  custody  of  persons 
imprisoned  under  the  authority  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  further  pro- 
visions are  necessary  to  define  and  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ranuolph,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Federal  Government  until  the  31st  day  of  De- 
cember last,  distinguishing  the  revenue  derived 
from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  tax,  postage, 
public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources ;  and  aUo 
classing  the  expenditures  under  the  following 
heads :  MUUaty^  viz :  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
Army^  fortifications,  anomunition,  arms,  arming 
the  militia,  detachments  of  militia,  services  of  mi- 
litia, •  services  of  volunteers ;  Indtan  departmtiUy 
naval  department^  foimgn.  intercoune,  civil  listy  mis- 
cdUmecits  civil  experues^  revokUianary  penmoM^  other 
pensions ;  exhibiting  an  aggregate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  each  year^  separately. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820,^' 
with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  provide 
for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  United  States."  and  ^^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bills  trom  the  Senate  above  mentioned 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  Dahlinoton  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution : 


Whereas  there  appear*  to  be  conatderable  dissatie- 
faction  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, who  reside  without  the  limits  of  Uie  city  of 
Washington,  on  account  of  the  inconfeniences  to 
which  they  are  subjected  by  the  present  mode  of  gov- 
ernment in  said  District ;  and  whereas  it  is  desirable 
that  Congress  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  re- 
lieved from  the  doty  of  legislating  in  cases  where  it  is 
at  once  burdensome  in  itself  and  unacceptable  to  the 
people :  Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  retroceding  and  restoring  to  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  respectively,  all  such  portions  of  the 
territory  of  said  District  not  included  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  city  of  Washington,  as  wera  derived  from 
those  States. 

Mr.  Darlington  said  he  submitted  this  reso- 
lution from  a  belief  that  an  inquiry  was  necessary 
and  proper.  This  House  had  refused  to  take 
measures  towards  organizing  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment within  the  District.  It  had  also  rejected  a 
proposition  to  admit  a  Delegate  to  represent  the 
people  of  the  District  in  Congress;  and  it  was 
pretty  evident  that  the  inhSibitants  were  not  well 
satisned  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were  le- 
gislated for  by  Congress.  He  could  see  no  good 
reason  for  holding  the  people  of  this  District  in  a 
species  of  vassalage  contrary  to  their  wishes ;  and 
as  it  was  only  a  proposition  to  inquire,  he  hoped 
the  resolution  might  De  adopted. 

The  question  was  put  whether  the  House  would 
now  consider  the  resolution,  and  negatived. 

JACOB  PURKILL. 

Mr.  WiLLUHB,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Purkill,  pmying  that  a  law  may 
pass  allowing  him  the  sum  of  9700  for  his  negro 
man  Archy,  who  died,  as  the  petitioner  all^ges^  in 
consequence  of  a  disease  contracted  by  workmg 
in  mud  and  mire  at  New  Orleans,  under  the  order 
of  Qeneral  Jackson,  who  had  impressed  him  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  submitted  the 
following  report: 

James  Edwards  states  on  oath  that,  in  the  month 
of  NoTomber,  1814,  being  employed  by  John  Wiiiie 
as  patroon  or  commander  of  the  barge  Kitty,  then  ly* 
ing  at  EddjTiIle,  he  hired  Jacob  Purkill's  negro  man 
Archy  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  voyage  to  Orleans 
and  back;  that  they  arrived  at  Orleans  about  the  17th 
of  December,  when  the  white  men  were  tak^  to  man 
the  lines,  and  the  negroes  (among  whom  Archy  was 
one)  were  impressed  by  order  of  General  Jackson  for 
fatigue  duty  ;  that,  aAer  said  negro  had  been  thus  em- 
ployed for  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  days,  on  hear^ 
ing  he  was  sick,  the  witness  went  and  found  him  in 
a  vciy  exposed  situation,  lying  on  three  boards  on  a 
small  tuft  surrounded  by  mud  and  mire  more  than 
shoe  deep ;  that  the  negro  was  taken  to  the  barge, 
where  he  remained  three  days ;  that  Mr.  Willis  then 
sent  him  to  a  boarding-house,  where  good  care  was 
taken  of  him  until  some  time  in  March,  when  he  was 
brought  to  the  barge,  then  about  to  return  home,  but 
where  he  died  on  the  first  night,  as  the  witness  bo* 
lieves,  with  a  swift  consumption,  occasioned  by  his 
exposure  in  the  mud  and  water  -in  which  the  said 
witneee  had  seen  him  at  work. 
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Tw«  olber  witneMOit  George  Graeey  end  Williun 
8C017  etete  that  they  weie  well  aequetoted  with  the 
oefio  ftJIaded  to;  thet  he  was  a  valuable elave,  weigh- 
ing ahoat  one  hnndrad  and  eeTentjr  poandt ;  that  they 
eaw  him  at  work  in  the  swamp  nearly  up  to  the  hipe, 
and  likewise  at  the  boarding-house  whilst  he  was 
ekk,  as  the  witnesses  belteTo,  with  a  consumption, 
whieh,  as  they  undeiatood,  was  ooeasioned  by  lus  ex- 
poeore  in  the  swamp  while  in  the  senrice  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

No  official  document  accompanies  the  petition 
showing  ttkat  the  negro  was  really  impressed  into 
the  senrice  ;  no  depoeition  or  certificate  from  the  owner 
of  the  vessel,  (Mr.  Willis,)  under  whose  care  and  |no« 
taction  the  negro  was  placed ;  and  no  certificate  or 
statement  from  any  surgeon  of  the  Army  or  physician 
to  show  that  the  disesse  was  really  contracted  by  his 
eiposure  as  before  stated. 

If  the  facis  were  established  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt  that  the  negro  contracted  the  disease  of 
which  he  died  whilst  in  the  senrice  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  be  considered  a  consequential  injuiy, 
ibr  which  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  pay ;  but  the 
e^enci  being  defectivOi  and  by  no  means  the  best  in 
the  power  of  l&e  petitioner  to  obtain,  either  in  relation 
to  the  impressment  or  to  the  cause  of  his  death,  the 
committee,  without  hesitation,  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Coio- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

FOURTH  CENSUS. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr,  Taylor  in  the  chair.)  the  oQDsider- 
«t}oii  of  the  bill  proriding  for  taking  the  fourth 
census — ^Mr.  Smith's  motion  to  provide  for  taking, 
with  the  census,  an  account  of  the  various  manu- 
Ulictures,  being  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
ted- 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  him  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
ofiered  a  substitute  somewhat  modified;  which, 
having  been  further  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pldmgr,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  provision  directing 
the  enumeration  and  return  of  the  trade,  occupa- 
tion, or  employment  of  all  males  above  tne  age  of 
sixteen  years. 

This  amendment  was  modified  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  so  as  to  be  con^ 
fined  to  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  a^- 
culture,  commerce,  and  manufactures,  respective- 
ly; and,  thus  amended,  it  was  agreed  to  by  a  small 
majority. 

Some  other  amendments  of  a  minor  character 
were  made  in  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowsll,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  J* August,"  and  insert  "May,**  as  the 
time  at  which  the  enumeration  should  commence, 
with  the  view  that  the  returns  should  be  received 
in  time  for  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  members  of  the  next  Con- 
gress ^  elected  under  the  new  apportionment; 
and  thus  give  to  the  new  States  tne  number  of 


rqmentativea  in  the  next  Coagien  to  wki^ 
their  population  micht  eotitle  theai,  ipgtcafd  cf 
allowing  such  a  dehir  in  conuBencing  the  ene- 
meration  as  would  defer  to  the  18th  CoDgrev  tiie 
operation  of  the  new  apportionment. 

The  motion  was  opposed  1^  Mr.  Campvsu.; 
and  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gnoae,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
"August,"  and  insert  "June,"  with  the  view  of 
enabunff  the  Legislature  of  New  Tock  (and  per- 
haps o&ers)  to  apportion  her  rencsentation  in 
time  for  the  election  of  members  of  the  17th  Con- 

gress,  and  avoid  evils  which  had  resulted  in  that 
tate  on  a  similar  occasion,  dbc. 

This  motion  was  also  lost,  without  a  division. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
injg;  a  column  in  the  schedule,  for  the  enumeration 
of  "free  married  persons;"  which  motion  was 
n^atived. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  that  free  colored  persons  be 
enumerated,  and  returned  separately,  with  their 
ages  classed  in  the  same  manner  as  slaves. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  wbhed  to  know  the 
policy  of  thus  informing,  by  oflBcial  enumeratioa 
and  publication,  that  class  of  population  of  their 
strength  and  numbers.  What  good  was  to  grov 
out  of  it? 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  the  amendment  had 
been  offered  partly  on  his  suggestion,  and  he  could 
see  no  possible  mischief  in  the  provision.  As  to 
its  policy,  it  would  effect  more  completely  one  of 
the  objects  of  taking  a  census,  which  was  to  ^ow 
the  comparative  increase  in  all  classes  of  our 
population,  and  enable  the  Government  to  carry 
mto  effect  more  perfectly  the  porposes  of  the  peri- 
odical enumeration.  There  was  no  part  of  the 
United  States  in  suoh  a  condition,  as  related  to 
this  class  of  people,  as  to  render  any  naisehief  possi- 
ble from  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  Campbell  attempted  to  render  the  amend- 
ment nx>re  minute  by  aistinguishing  those  imder 
ten  years  of  age;  -but  thi^  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Clat  and  Mr.  Lowndes  as  useless,  inasmuch  as 
the  returns  would  be  very  uncertain ;  and  the  latter 
gentleman  extended  his  remarks  to  the  provision 
respecting  the  enumeration  of  manufactures^  to 
say  that,  though  he  would  not  object  to  any  mo- 
tion intended  to  obtain  useful  inf<mnation,  yet 
that  provision,  every  one  would  agree  who  rad 
examined  the  returns  ten  years  a^,  would  pro- 
duce no  result  on  which  any  reliance  could  be 
placed,  dtc. 

Mr.  Campbell's  motion  was  negatived,  sad 
Mr.  RioB*8  then  agreed  to— yeas  74. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BirrLER,  of  Louisiana,  the 
bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  following  section : 

8sc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
census,  when  the  saperacial  content  of  any  county  or 
parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  eqnare,  and  the  nambcr 
of  inhabitants  in  said  parish  or  oouaty  ahall  not  ex- 
ceed two  thonsand  fits  hundred,  the  aaristants  shall 
he  allowed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  jadses  of  their 
respective  districts  or  territories,  such  farther  oonpsft- 
sation  as  shall  be  deemed  reasonable,  provided  ths 
same  does  not  exceed  three  doHsra  for  evsiy  ftftj  per- 
sons by  them  retomed. 


881 


mSTORY  OF  COIIOIUBSe. 


882 


jAIHIAftY,  1820. 


Nm  York  Deaf  amd  Dmnb  A$^t 


H.  OF  R . 


The  Commiuete  then  rote,  reported  ^eir  pro- 
oeedings,  and  the  hill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  B.  G.  Lucas  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  tne  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Penrose  also  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  claims  produced  a  good  deal  of  animated 
debate  in  Committee,  and  were  both  ultimately 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  ana, 
at  a  lale  hour,  the  House  adjourned. 


Frio  AY,  January  7. 

Mr.  MciOB  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing that  the  acts  allowing  a  credit  for  the  outies 
on  importations  may  be  rej>ealed;  that  the  said 
duties  may  be  made  payable  in  cash  at  the  time  of 
importation;  and  that  heavy  duties. may  be  im- 
posed on  all  sales  at  auction ;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  pray- 
ing for  an  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  said 
bank. — Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office 
transanittinga  copy  of  a  special  report  of  the  land 
officers  at  New  Orleans,  dated  20th  February, 
1817,  on  the  claim  of  Charles  Morgan;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  beibre  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  his  an- 
nual report  in  relation  to  patents  issued  in  the  year 
1819,  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  amount  naid  in  each  year  to  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  oi  Columbia,  tor  the  ex- 
penses of  holding  courts  within  the  same,  since 
the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  Congress  over 
the  said  District,  together  with  the  amount  paid 
during  the  same  period  to  the  circuit  judges  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  to  tnis  liouse  the  sums  of 
money  which  have  been  actually  paid  since  the 
Peace  Establishment,  to  the  General  officers  and 
their  staff,  who  are  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  specifying  particularly  on  what  ac- 
count, to  whom,  and  when  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eowards,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  or  re- 
pealing the  act  passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1814, 
entitled  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for 
marshals^  clerks,  and  attornies,  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  resolution  of  the  31st  ulti- 
mo, in  relation  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  measures  adopted  to 
prevent  the  same,  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  | 


The  House  took  up  the  hill  for  the  relief  of  C. 
B.  Penrose,  and,  on  the  question  of  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
negatived  without  a  division.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  C. 
Lucas  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  should  pass,  it  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division,  and,  of  course^  rejected  also. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow,  passed  throygh  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  ad- 
ministrator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  also  passed 
through  a  Comimittee  of  the  Whole. 

These  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  the 
following  resolution : 

ResoivSi,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  each  State  a  tract  of  land,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  eudowment  of  an  uni- 
▼enitj  in  each  State. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  Butler  remarked  that  this  proposition  was 
not  new ;  that  it  was  before  the  House  at  the  last 
session  when  a  report  was  made  on  it  but  not  acted 
on.  It  was  an  inquiry  of  much  importance,  in 
manv  points  of  view,  and  he  hoped  his  resolution 
would  be  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  PAYNE. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Penaionaaod 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  th^ 
petition  of  John  Payne,  Jim.,  reported 

That  the  petitioner  repreeeats  that  in  the  year  1814 
he  entered  the  Military  Aeademy  at  West  Point,  as  a 
eadet,  under  a  wanant  dniy  granted  to  him  for  that 

Snrpoae;  that  he  continued  in  the  peffcrmance  of  his 
ntj  at  that  plaee  nntil  the  nonth.ol  Jane,  1816,  when^ 
by  the  aeeidental  discharge  of  a  piece  of  ordnaoee, 
whikt  be  was  in  the  act  of  charging  it,  his  right  hand 
and  a  part  of  his  arm  were  torn  ott,  and  his  ey«nght 
greatly  impaired.  For  these  injariee  the  petitioner 
prays  that  a  pension  may  be  granted  to  him  of  such 
amount  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  just. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  case  of  the 
petitioner,  in  their  opinion,  does  not  come  within  any 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes  in  relation  to  pen* 
sions ;  and  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  justice 
and  good  policy  to  extend  relief  to  students  in  the  Mil* 
itary  Academy  for  injuries  receiTed  whilst  pursuing 
their  atndies,  or  discharging  other  duUes  assigned  to 
them.  The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resohiUoa : 

JU9ohedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  re- 
jected. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

NEW  YORK  DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  granting  a  township  of  jmblic  land  to  the 
Deaf  and.  Dumb  Asylunji  in  the  city  of  New  York^ 
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Mr.  Meios,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  doubtless 
proper  that  he,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
wbo'reported  this  bill,  should  give  some  account 
of  the  reasons  for  that  report.  The  State  of  New 
York,  in  the  year  1818,  incorporated  the  institution, 
at  the  request  of  sereral  benevolent  gentlemen,  ana 
among  them  the  learned  and  amiaue  Dr.  Mitchill. 
The  institution  immediately  commenced  its  labors, 
and  had  continued  to  exert  itself,  with  slender 
means,  in  the  very  interesting  cause  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  It  now  had  under  its  protection  more 
than  fifty  children,  the  greater  part  of  whom  had 
made  surprising  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  in- 
fortnation.  But  w&t  is  still  more  remarkable, 
said  Mr.  M.,  bv  the  happy  exertion  of  benevolent 
skill,  many  of  these  unfortunates  have  been  taught 
to  speak,  and;  very  latterly,  as  I  am  informed  by 
Dr.  Mitchill,  they  have  been  made  to  hear.  So 
great  has  been  the  success  of  the  kind  and  intelli- 

gent  directors  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  that  I  am  per- 
aps  justified  in  saying  that  it  promises  to  become 
an  institution  for  curing  the  deaf  and  dumb.    The 

g resent  application  to  the  Government  would  not 
e  made  on  the  plea  of  charity.  It  is,  perhaps, 
not  a  province  of  this  Government  to  give  alms. 
But  it  is  made  on  the  ground  that  this  nation  re- 
gards knowledge  as  the  oasis  of  its  strength.  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  said  Mr.M.,to 
the  case  of  the  Asylum  at  Hartford^  which  received 
last  year  from  the  national  munificence  a  grant 
precisely  similar  to  the  one  contained  in  the  pres- 
ent bill.  I  feel  satisfied  that  nothing  is  required 
more  from  me  than  this  brief  statement  which  I 
have  made,  to  induce  the  Committee  to  make  this 
appropriation  of  a  small  portion  of  our  immense 
landed  estate  for  so  good  and  humane  purposes. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  he  regretted,  exceed- 
ingly, that  he  felt  himself  obliged  to  object  to  a 
biU  which  was  recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  by  the  worthy  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Meios.)  and  especially  as  it  was  a  bill 
with  €uch  a  benevolent  object.  Waiving  the  ques- 
tion, whether,  after  the  literal  endowment  by  Con- 
gress of  the  Connecticut  Asylum,  the  wants  of 
society  required  (which  he  doubted)  another  insti- 
tution for  the  deaf  and  dumb;  he  must  think  that, 
if  we  made  any  grant,  it  would  be  better  to  make 
it  directly  in  money  rather  than  land.  It  was  de- 
sirable that  Congress  should  retain  the  monopoly 
of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  because  they  could 
better  regulate  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
be  brought  into  the  market,  and  could  count  w^th 
more  certainty  upon  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
from  that  source.  It  was  particularly  desirable  to 
avoid  the  competition  of  large  landholders,  whether 
corporations  or  Individuals.  This  bill  proposes  a 
grant  of  a  township,  with  certain  privileges  of  se- 
lection and  location.  It  might  be  fairly  estimated, 
considering  those  privileges,  as  worth  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  object^  no  doubt, 
of  the  New  York  institution,  was.  to  bring  it  into 
market ;  and  it  would  consequently  tend  to  supply 
the  demand  for  public  land  to  the  amount  of  the 
grant.  It  would  abstract  so  much  from  the  public 
revenue ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  considered,  as 
in  effect  it  was,  a  grant  of  so  much  money.    And 


he  hoped,  if  the  honorable  gentleman  pressed  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  that  he  would  move  an  amend- 
ment, to  substitute  money  for  land.  Mr.  C.  really 
thought  that  it  was  high  time  that  we  should  begin 
to  husband  the  public  resources.  With  an  empty 
exchequer,  we  ought  to  review  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  it,  and  examine  if  there  had  been  no 
extravagant  profusion  on  the  part  of  CSoTemment. 
He  thought  tne  House  was  imperiously  called  upon 
to  pause.  He  repeated  the  expression  of  sincere 
regret  which  he  telt  in  interposing  any  objeetitm 
to  the  bill ;  but  he  must  move  to  strike  out  the  Brst 
section  of  it. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  observed  that  he  was  opposed 
to  this  bill  for  another  reason,  which  bad  great 
weight  on  his  mind,  and  ou^t  to  have  on  that 
of  every  member  from  Vimnia  and  Kentucky — ^it 
was,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  opposed 
to  tiie  letter  and  spirit  of  that  contract  to  which 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  irere  parties, 
inasmuch  as  it  permitted  this  location  to  be  made 
on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
The  State  of  Virginia,  Mr.  R.  feared,  stood  on  this 
floor,  as  elsewhere,  not  in  the  most  enviable  light; 
she  was  often  held  up— it  was  a  proud  and  enviable 
distinction — as  a  target  for  the  shafts  of  political 
calumny.  It  was  for  others  to  enjoy  the  bounty 
of  this  House ;  it  was  for  her  to  receive  law,  sheer 
law,  when  she  could  make  out  a  color  of  title. 
For  one,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  most  earnestly  hoped  she 
would  never  appear  at  this  bar.  or  on  uiis  floor,  in 
the  attitude  ot  supplication ;  tnough  it  would  re- 
quiie  the  art  of  a  political  professor  in  classifica- 
tion and  nomenclature,  to  adduce  any  reproach 
instituted  against  her;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
manifest  violations  of  the  contract  by  which  she 
ceded  the  territory  out  of  which  three  of  the  largest 
States  of  the  Confederacy  have  been  formed,  she 
has  still  been  most  loyal.  She  had  never  done 
even  what  she  might  nave  done ;  she  had  never 
issued  warrants  or  furnished  squatters  or  settlers 
for  this  territory.  She  gave  it  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Confederacy — ^not  to  be  cut  up  into 
seigniories  held  in  mortmain,  but  for  the  public 
benefit  of  the  Union.  This  bill,  Mr.  R.  continued, 
was  at  direct  variance  with  the  contract  of  cession 
of  the  territory  which  comprises  the  States  of  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  and  the  territory  northwest  of 
them.  With  regard  to  the  ^nt  to  the  school  at 
Hartford,  the  usefulness  of  it  could  not  enter 
into  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  this  subject, 
nor  justify  the  present  donation.  If  we  go  on  by 
precedents,  we  shall  lose  sight  of  the  Constitution, 
instead  of  looking  to  it — looking  to  it  as  a  consti- 
tution of  delegated  powers — a  jealous,  jB^rded 
delegation  of  authority.  Even  this  morning,  Mr. 
R.  said,  the  House  had  declared,  by  its  vote,  [al- 
luding to  the  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,  a  solxuteni  offi- 
cer, who  is  indemnified  the  amount  of  a  judgment 
recovered  against  him  by  a  citizen  of  Tennessee, 
whose  property  he  had  impressed  into  the  service,] 
that  it  will  preserve  harmless  all  who  violate  the 
laws ;  but,  when  that  subject  again  came  up,  he 
would  try  to  show  that  it  was  an  absurd  departure 
from  the  legal  authority  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticat,  knew  of  no  power 
bot  delegated  power,  and  would  not  particii»te  in 
the  exercise  ot  anv  other.  He  also  entered  his  pro- 
test against  legislating  by  preced^pts;  whenever 
we  shall  be  governed  by  them,  he  said,  we  shall 
be  in  the  fair  road  to  despotism.  But,  even  on  the 
principle  of  precedent,  the  present  bill  conld  not  be 
decided  bv  the  example  of  the  donation  to  the 
Hartford  Asylum.  Tnat  was  the  first  institution 
of  the  kind  established  in  the  country ;  they  had 
sent  to  Europe  for  professors  to  introduce  the  sys- 
tem of  teachmg  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  to  instruct 
others,  who  might  carry  the  benefits  of  the  art  into 
other  parts  of  the  Union ;  it  was  on  this  account 
that  the  grant  was  made.  In  the  Hartford  Asy- 
lum, too,  not  a  third  part  of  the  pupils  belonged  to 
the  State  of  Connecticut ;  its  benefits  embraced  the 
afflicted  of  many  other  States;  and  it  had  peculiar 
claims  to  the  aid  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  LiivERMORB,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  remarks  against  the  bill.  He  expressed  great 
respect  for  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  he  did  not 
feel  himself  at  liberty  to  bestow  on  it  the  property 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Warfielo,  of  Maryland,  was  also  opposed 
to  the  bill,  not  being  willing  to  appropriate  the 

Sublic  land  to  such  objects.  If  it  was  proper  to 
ivert  the  public  funds  to  such  a  purpose,  let  it  be 
done  by  a  vote  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  and 
not  in  this  way.  He  respected  the  institution  for 
which  this  donation  was  asked ;  he  rejoiced  that 
the  asylum  of  Connecticut  had  succeeded  even 
beyond  the  expectations  of  its  friends ;  but  it  was 
no  reason  for  g^inff  on  and  bestowing  the  property 
of  the  nation  on  all  who  asked  it. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  when 
humanity  called,  it  was  a  credit  to  the  House  to 
listen ;  but  his  object  now  was  to  inquire  what 
was  his  duty.  At  the  last  Congress,  either  from 
gratitude  for  being  sent  here,  and  from  joy  at 
having  got  well  out  of  a  war.  or  from  some  other 
impulse,  we  made  a  ffrant  to  tne  surviving  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution ;  like  sailors  from  a  long  voyage, 
just  paid  off,  who  ^ve  money  to  every  one  they 
meet,  with  this  difference — ^they  give  their  own 
money,  we  the  money  of  the  people.  He,  like 
others,  had  been  led  away,  and  gave  his  vote  to 
the  relief  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers.  He  had, 
however,  voted  against  the  grant  to  the  Hartford 
Asylilm,  because  he  saw  it  would  lead  to  other 
applications  for  similar  grants.  This  was  one  of 
them.  It  would  be  better,  he  thought,  to  attend 
to  replenishing  the  Treasury  than  to  vote  away 
the  public  funds  on  every  object  that  asks  them. 
If  we  go  on  in  this  way,  said  Mr.  H. — if  we  are 
not  deaf  to  calls  like  this,  our  constituents  will  be 
struck  dumb  at  such  conduct. 

And  deaf,  I  hope,  to  all  our  apologies  for  it,  said 
Mr.  Ranoolph,  who  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending a  remark  of  Mr.  Holmes  ;  and  would  take 
the  liberty  to'  insinuate  to  Mr.  Meigs,  that  it  was 
very  easy  to  be  wise  and  generous  at  other  people's 
expense.  In  reference  to  the  afflicted  bem^s  for 
whose  benefit  this  biU  was  urged,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
should  be  sorry  if  any  gentleman  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  possess  the  same  experience  as  himself.   If 


there  was  any  thing  which  he  understood,  it  was 
this.  But  he  asked  if  this  case  came  witnin  the 
Constitution.  The  Committee  had  been  told  of 
armies,  and  the  expense  lavished  on  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  war.  On  looking  at  the  Consti- 
tution, he  found  power  given  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  but  discovered  nothing  about  supporting 
the  deaf  and  dumb.  Mr.  R.  asked  the  fnends  of 
this  bill  to  show  him  the  authority  for  it  from  the 
States — point  it  out  in  the  deed  of  gift  from  the 
people.  Was  it  necessary — ^not  according  to  the 
old-fashioned  meaning  or  that  word,  but  according 
to  the  modern  acceptation — ^was  it  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  any  other  power  ?  They  had  just 
as  much  right  to  ftake  the  ofilce  of  President  he- 
reditary ;  to  pass  a  septennial  act  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress ;  or  do  any  other  unauthorized  act^  as 
to  make  this  grant,  if  not  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. As  to  being  ashamed  to  refuse  this  srant. 
after  passing  others  which  Mr.  Meios  had  referred 
tOj  let  the  galled  jade  wince.  Mr.  R.  said  his 
withers  were  unwrune ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  But,  because  the  House  had  been  betrayed  into 
one  act  which  the  Constitution  did  not  justify, 
were  they,  for  that  cause,  to  go  on  in  the  same 
course  ?  Was  it  any  reason  why  they  should  not 
attempt  reform,  or  look  at  the  Constitution  for  au- 
thority on  any  other  occasion  ?  Mr.  R.  repeated 
that  tnis  was  a  (Government  of  delegated  powers 
and  of  limited  authority ;  and  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  member  to  inquire  if  there  was  any 
autnority  for  this  grant,  either  expressly  or  as  ne- 
cessary to  carry  other  powers  into  execution,  dbc. 
If  there  was  not,  it  would  be  just  as  proper  for  a 
jury  to  give  a  verdict  contrary  to  the  evidence,  as 
to  vote  for  this  bill  without  authority  from  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Bar  Bona,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  satis- 
faction that  the  motion  had  been  made  by  the 
Speaker.  He  felt  certainly  no  hostility  towards  an 
institution  which  must,  in  its  nature,  excite  the 
sensibility  of  every  man.  But  was  that  to  induce 
the  House  to  vote  this  grant  ?  The  public  do- 
main, Mr.  B.  argued,  was  a  public  fund,  intended 
to  relieve  the  burden  of  taxation  on  the  people. 
He  adverted  to  the  probability  that  the  Cfovem- 
ment  would  have  to  borrow  money  this  year ;  pass 
this  bill,  and  it  would  present  the  spectacle  of  a 
Govemnment  borrowing  with  one  hand  and  giving 
away  with  ^e  other.  By  granting  the  public  lands 
to  the  institutions  of  oiie  State,  m.  B.  maintained 
that  it  operated  an  injustice  on  the  other  States, 
inasmuch  as  it  diminished  their  proportions  in  the 
public  lands,  which  belonged  equally  to  all.  It 
was  time  to  make  a  pause,  a  solemn  pause,  in 
voting  away  these  gratuities.  He  referred  to  the 
immense  expenditure  which  had  become  necessary 
by  yielding  to  feeling,  and  passing  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers;  that  act  was 
the  ofipring  of  feeling,  and  it  had  involved  the 
nation  m  an  expense  or  three  millions  of  dollars  a 
year — a  sum  more  than  half  the  interest  of  the 
whole  national  debt  for  one  year.  That  act,  how- 
ever, heavily  as  it  pressed  on  the  Treasury,  was 
the  more  justifiable  on  account  of  the  imfMortant 
services  and  the  sufferings  of  the  objects  of  it 
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Should  the  present  .grant  be  made  to  the  New 
York  asylum,  at  must  be  eiven  to  charitable  insti- 
tutions in  other  States.  If  all  the  States  received 
equally,  it  would  diminish  the  proportion  of  all 
alike  in  the  public  lands,  and  it  would  be  no  pecu- 
liar benefit  to  either;  the  House  must  therefore  act 
unequally  or  act  uselessly.  Mr.  B.  said  feeling 
and  sympathy  were  bad  guides  in  public  conduct; 
when  any  thing  was  asked  in  the  name  of  justice, 
there  were  rules  by  which  to  decide  correctly  and 
uniformly ;  but,  wnen  they  legisUted  on  the  score 
of  charity,  they  would  act  according  to  impulse; 
one  Congress  would  be  guided  by  feeling,  and 
another  perhaps  by  precdent,  dbc.  This  was  a 
dangerous  mode  of  proceeding.  But  this  grant 
was  advocated  in  the  name  of  knowledge^  which 
is  the  basis  of  liberty.  If  for  the  promotion  of 
knowledge,  Mr.  B.  said,  why  did  New  York  apply 
to  this  House ;  why  not  rely  on  her  own  resources'? 
Virffiniay  with  less  resources  than  New  York,  had 
established  a  system  of  public  education,  for  which 
she  might  with  as  much  propriety,  ask  of  this 
House  a  similar  donation  of  public  land.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  felt,  as  a  man.  for  tne  unhappy  elass  of 
beings  who  were  the  omects  oi  the  bill ;  he  would 
drop  tears  for  their  affliction,  but  he  could  not 
g^re  his  suroort  to  this  bill ;  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  nis  ideas  of  public  dutv ;  he  could  not 
S'?e  to  one  what  he  could  not  to  all ;  it  would  not 
I  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  MsiGs  again  rose.  He  had  flattered  him- 
self, he  said,  it  would  be  utterly  unnecessary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  Committee  again  upon  this  oc- 
casion. But,  when  he  found  that  this  oil!  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  call  forth  the  hostility  of  such 
able  and  eloquent  gentlemen  as  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  and  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  it 
became  his  duty,  feeble  as  he  was,  to^peak  for 
those  whose  mouths  Grod  had  shut.  Would  to 
Heaven,  said  he,  that  this  necessity  did  not  exist ! 
Would  to  Heaven,  that  each  of  the  silent  inn»- 
oents  whose  cause  I  am  thus  called  on  to  advocate 
was  able  to  speak  in  the  fine  and  commanding 
tones  of  the  honorable  Speaker.  Sir^  I  have  no 
intention  to  appeal  to  the  numanity  of  this  Com- 
mittee ;  I  mean  to  move  them,  if  I  can,  by  far  dif- 
ferent considerations.  Knowledge  is  power  $  and 
I  call  upon  this  Government  to  afford,  for  purposes 
of  instruction  in  all  that  constitutes  knowledge  to 
a  most  interesting  portion  of  the  community,  some 
small  pittance  olthooe  vast  resources  whicn  here- 
tofoffe  nave  been  consecrated,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself,  to  the  naval,  military,  and  domestic  ex- 
pense ;  to  the  destroying  arts  or  war,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  civil  splenaoff.  And  I  now  hope  that 
the  Speaker,  whose  talents  have  done  his  coun- 
try much  service  in  one  war.  in  its  conduct,  and 
still  more  eminently  in  the  nappy  peace,  in  con- 
cluding which  he  had  the  far  greater  glory  to  be 
instrumental  \  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  who,  with  the 
Speaker,  may  have  recorded  a  hundred  votes  for 
warlike  purposes  will  now,  for  once  at  least,  re- 
cord their  votes  (or  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the 
propagation. of  knowledge*  He  said  that,  when 
ne  cast  has  eyes  upon  the  architectural  splendor  by  I 


which  he  was  surrouBded ;  whoi  he  saw  tbat  even 

a  thing  to  hold  candles  had  cost  this  nation  trea- 

j  sure  enough  to  give,  perhaps,  one  whole  year's  ta- 

I  ition  to  the  unfortunate  persons  wlio  were  the  ol^ 

I  iects  of  this  mil ;  when  he  remarked  the  beautifui 

;  but  expensive  AarUe  figure  of  History  iust  erected 

i  in  this  Hall,  he  could  notre6ain  from  hoping  that 

I  she  would  not,  among  her  first  acts,  have  to  record 

-  that  this  nation  rejected  the  silent  pnyer  of  the 

'  deaf  and  dumb  for  a  few  acres  of  oar  boundless 

territories  to  enable  them  to  know,  while  sJie  voles 

'  the  lavishmentof  millions  for  devastating  war  and 

!  domestic  pomp.    Let  it  be  now  determined,  said 

'  he,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  honofahle  body 

'  that  knowledge  is  power,  and  that  for  snch  an  end 

!  as  its  univerwl  dimision^  there  is  no  expense  wJuck 

!  could  be  deemed  profusion.   I  wish,  wiil\  proibond 

■  sincerity,  that,  instead  of  one  or  two  statesmen, 

eloquent  and  abl&  like  the  Spsaksr  and  tlie  hon- 

prahle  gentleman  from  Virginia,  ^Mr.  Ramsolfh,) 

there  were  one  hundred  thousand ;  and,  instead  « 

a  handful  of  philosophers,  holding   all  science 

within  a  small  and  mysterious  bound,  a  hundred 

thousand  of  these,  too,  in  our  free  land. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  dedared  that  he  would  not 
make  any  appeal  to  the  humane  feeling  of  tke 
Committee;  but  he  had  a  right  to  say  that,althoagk 
France  had  reaped  many  a  triumpnby  battle  upon 
the  land,  and  Efngland  many  upon  the  sea,  yet  it 
might  be  possible  their  benevolent  institutions 
would  outlast,  in  the  memory  and  afifectionsof 
mankind,  every  military  or  naval  glory  which  they 
had  gained ;  tor  who  was  ignorant  of,  who  was 
thore  that  did  not  admire  the  mild  benevolence  of 
the  Paris  institution  for  the  teaching  and  protect- 
ing the  deaf  and  dumb?  Society  everywhere 
adopted  them  as  its  children ;  they  were  every- 
where pitied,  and  ought,  if  they  did  not,  to  find 
every  power  their  friend  and  guardian.  Sir,  if  I 
wished  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  feelings  of 
this  House|^  instead  of  lifting  my  voice,  I  would 
brine  here  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  seat  the  sixty 
children,  and  I  should  be  then  sure  that,  without 
voices,  their  intelligent  features,  their  mrkJiag 
eyes,  and  their  amiable  demeanor,  would  com- 
mand, irresistibly,  the  hardest  heart  in  this  House 
to  lean  to  their  cause.  The  honomUe  member  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Ranoolpb)  has  discovered  that,  in 
truth,  we  have  no  power,  under  the  Constitutioa 
of  these  United  States,  to  make  a  giant  for  the 

Surposes  contained  in  tnis  bill.  I  regret  that,  un- 
er  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  upon  whicn  he 
has  just  commented :  "  that  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  into  execution,''  dbc.,  we  really  have 
no  authority  to  establish  and  maintain  systems  of 
instruction.  I  have  seen  that  the  leaned  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  land  have  main- 
tained the  Constitutional  existence  of  a  bank ;  and 
that  Hort^asius,  by  most  able  and  conclusive  reas- 
oning, although  in  a  different  line  of  direction,  has 
arrived  at  the  same  hai^y  conclusion;  and  I  must 
ej^ress  my  regret  and  astonishment  tc^ther,  that 
this  famous  olause  of  the  Constitution  has  the 
magical  strength  to  bear  so  vast  a  bank,  and  is  yet 
too  leehle  to  raise  a  common  school. 
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I  have  ividitd  that  it  might  he  eonsidered  ne- 
cessary and  proM'  to  spread  instruction,  and  dif- 
fuse far  and  wide  kno^edge,  without  which  our 
Constitution  itself,  and  still  leas  our  statutes,  could 
not  long  be  maintained.    I  feeL  said  Mr.  M.,  that, 
under  the  powerful  opposition  of  such  gentlemen  as 
the  Speaker  of  this  House,  whose  talents  alone  are 
sufficient,  if  exerted,  to  destroy  mightier  matters 
than  this  poor  little  bill ;  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vir^nia,  (Mr.  Ranoolpb,)  whose  genius  and  ex- 
perience are  alwavs  readv  to  be  poured  out  by  his 
eloquence ;  and  of  the  otner  gentleman  from  Vir* 
gmia,  (Mr.  Barb  ova,}  whose  abilities  also  are 
competent  to  mater  things — this  bill  will  fail  of 
its  passage.    If  this-  must  be  its  fate,  I  at  least 
shall  have  the  satisfaction  to  record  my  vote,  among 
the  first  which  I  give  in  this  House,  for  a  grant  of 
a  few  acres  of  our  immense  public  estate  for  the 
noMie  purpose  of  instruction.    And  I  shall  at  least 
not  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  exhausting  our  re- 
sources upon  the  deaf  and  dumb;  for,  thank  God, 
the  numlMBr  is  small,  perhaps  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  in  the  whole  United  States.  I  was  pleas- 
ed to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  last  up, 
(Mr.  Bar]N>ur,)  declare  the  wise  munificence  of 
his  native  State  in  endowments  for  literary  pur- 
poses; for  he  has  enabled  me  to  enjoy  the  proud 
ntisfaction  of  stating  to  this  committee  the  fact, 
that  the  State  of  New  York  has  likewise  been 
nobly  muniftcent  to  learning ;  that  she  has  appro- 
priated to  that  end  more  than  two  millions  of  dol- 
)     lars;  that  eleven  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  this 
sum  constitute  the  fund  for  the  support  of  com- 
I     mon  schools ;  and  that,  last  year,  more  than  two 
I     hundred  thousand  children  received  the  benefit  of 
I     this  admirable  fund.    Glorious  rivalry,  said  Mr. 
I     M.,  in  which  even  these  who  are  last  and  least 
must  rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  other  i!nembers 
of  the  Confederacy. 
Mr.  Clay  rose  again  to  remark,  that  the  whole 
>      of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  United  States,  at  least 
all  those  incompetent  to  support  themselves  at  an 
asylum  by  their  own  estates,  might  be  educated 
at  the  Connecticut  asylum,  now  in  successful  op- 
eration.   He  therefore  did  not  think  an  additional 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  necessary ;  but  even 
supposing  that  anodier  institution  were  necessary 
ibr  the  American  commrunitv,  was  it  proper  that 
it  should  be  fixed  at  New  York,  which  was  not 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  asylum  at 
Hartford ;  and  least  of  aU  would  it  be  proper  to 
locate  it  in  a  place  so  expensive  as  New  x  ork  ? 
If  another  institution  was  to  he  encouraged,  let  it  go, 
Mr.  C.  said,  into  the  interior,  among  a  class  to 
i      Which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
i      FoRRBST,  a  member  of  the  Society  pf  Friends,) 
f      belongs,  whose  fragal,  regular,  and  industrious 
I      habits,  and  simplicity  of  character,  suited  them  to 
I      the  management  of  such  things ;  but  not,  he  re- 
I      peated,  establish  it  in  a  large  city  remarkable  for 
I      Its  expensive  and  hixtnrious  habits.  &c.    These 
i      reasons^  Mr.  C.  thought,  might  feirly  be  adduced 
1      in  addition  to  the  others  which  had  been  justly 
)      tirped  against  the  hill ;  and  be  must  still  hope,  not- 
}      Withstanding  the  eloquent  manner  in  whicn  the 
bill  had  been  supported  by  the  gentleman  fr<Mn 


New  York,  (Mr.  Mbius,)  that  his  own  motion 
would  prevail,  and  the  first  section  be  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said  he  clearly  per- 
ceived that  the  Committee  was  prenared  to  reject 
the  bill;  but  he  could  not  resist  tne  inclination 
which  he  felt  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  extm- 
erdinarjT  objections  which  eentlemen  had  raised 
against  its  passage.  The  bul.  he  said,  had  called 
forth  not  only  the  wit,  but  also  the  acrimony  of 

gentlemen,  to  a  degree  quite  unexpected,  and  in 
is  opinion  altogether  unjustified  by  any  circum- 
stances which  had  attended  its  progress.  Grentle- 
men  might  with  some  show  of  propriety  call  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  selfish,  but  he  could  not 
perceive  in  what  point  of  view  it  appeared  ridicu- 
lous. They  asked  a  portion  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  aidine  them  in  the  education  of 
the  dear  and  dumb.  Was  this  a  proper  subject  of 
merriment  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Foot)  thought  we  had  no  Consti- 
tutional right  to  be  generous.  This,  Mr.  G.  said, 
might  be  true  or  false,  without  throwing  much 
light  on  the  subject  before  the  Committee.  The 
only  important  inquiry  is,  has  Congress  thenower 
to  dispose  of  the  public  lands?  The  gentleman 
saw  no  evil  in  the  donation  to  Connecticut;  but 
he  seemed  to  apprehend  the  destruction  of  our  lib- 
erties by  the  proposed  grant.  Wherein,  Mr.  G. 
asked,  consists  the  wonderful  difference  between 
the  two  cases  in  point  of  principle  or  result?  Why. 
sir,  in  the  Connecticut  asylum  were  to  be  found 
some  pupils  from  without  the  State.  But^  un- 
fortunately for  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  differ- 
ence was  only  imaginary,  and  did  not  ^cist  in 
point  of  fact. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  G.,  thinks  that 
the  city  of  New  York  is  an  expensive  place,  and 
consequently  not  well  calculated  for  the  education 
of  persons  of  any  description.  He  paints  the 
splendor  of  the.  drawing-rooms  of  the  merchants 
of  ^at  great  city  with  the  hand  of  a  master  and 
with  the  accuracy  of  one  weH  acquainted  with 
his  sufarject.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  although  ex- 
travagance is  visible  among  the  rich  and  gay, 
economy  may  also  be  found  among  its  inhabitants. 
We  are  not  to  inquire  into  the  customs  of  the 
fashionables,  but  into  the  prices  of  rents  and  pro^ 
visions,  in  order  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  the 
location.  For  the  cheapness  and  variety  to  be 
found  in  its  markets,  New  York  has  no  rival.  It 
b  also  said  that  it  is  partiality  to  grant  lands  to 
one  State  and  not  to  another.  For  my  part,  said 
Mr.  G..  I  am  willing  that  a  similar  grant  shodd 
be  made,  for  a  similar  purpose,  to  every  State  in 
the  Union.  He  doubted,  he  said,  whether  we 
could  apply  the  public  lands  to  a  better  purpose, 
and  he  believed  he  was  not  alone  in  so  thinking. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  MessaditMetts, 
(Mr.  HoLMBS,)  Mr.  G.  said,  could  not  restrain  his 
propensity  to  be  witty  on  this  occasion.  He  had 
rancied  the  people  of  the  United  States  struck  dumb 
at  the  enormity  of  the  unheard  of  provisions  of 
this  bill,  ft  would  be  well  for  the  honoraUe  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  O.,  if  his  conalifuents  were  both 
d«af  and  4an^;  for,  M  tt^ey  apake  at  nll|  4hey 
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must  exclaim  against  the  parsimony  of  their  Rep- 1 
resentative. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  considered  the 
object  of  the  proposed  donation  as  one  worthy  the 
patronage  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  cheap- 
ness of  provisions  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  facility  of  intercourse  which  it  enjoyed  with 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  rendered  it  the  most  eligible 
of  any  place  for  an  institution  of  the  kind,  and 
that,  oy  the  grant  of  the  land  proposed,  it  would 
experience  much  benefit,  without  affecting,  in  the 
least,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  For 
these  reasons  he  would  vote  for  the  bill  and  against 
Xhe  amendment. 

Mr.  Rhea  also  offered  some  remarks,  not  heard, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  agreed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section;  which  decision  the  House 
affirmed  by  a  large  majority,  and  of  course  the  bill 
was  rejected. 


Monday,  January  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  Committee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  of 
December  last,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brigan- 
tine  Henrick  and  her  cargo ;  and  the  same,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs.  to  whom  was  referred  the' petition  of  sun- 
dry innabitants  of  the  town  of  St  Louis,  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,  respecting  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  managers  appointed  at 
a  meeting  of  sundry  persons  held  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  friendly  to  the  system  of  Vaccina- 
tion, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Managers 
of  tne  National  Vaccine  Institution ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  statement 
containing  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  made  to 
his  Department  by  the  collectors  of  the  customs  in 
the  years  1818  and  1819,  of  registered  seamen  in 
the  different  ports  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  establishing  a  circmt  court  within  and  for  the 
District  of  Maine."  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reducing,  or  entirely  stopping,  the 
military  fortifications. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this 
House  an  annual  statement  of  the  number  of  acres 


of  land  sold  at  the  several  land  offices,  from  ihdr 
institution  to  the  30th  September,  1819  ;  of  the 
moneys  accruing  and  the  moneys  receiTed  from 
such  sales;  of  the  sums  due  the  GoTenuDCDt  and 
unpaid ;  and  of  the  sales  of  forfeitures  for  non- 
payment ; — ^keeping  sqiarate  that  part  of  the  state- 
ment which  relates  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  formerly  the  Northwestern  Territory. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fdllbb,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  eomsider  the  ex- 

S»diency  of  so  modifying  the  act  ffUmhUnhmg  a 
oard  of  Commission's  of  the  Nary,  as  to  make 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  time  bein^^,  the    | 

{^residing  officer  of  that  board;  and,  also,  of  so 
imiting  the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  the  mem- 
bers thereof,  as  to  secure  the  accnmnlafiiiy  experi- 
ence and  talents  of  our  naval  commanden  in  that 
department,  by  a  periodical  rotation  in  offioe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockr,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  to  this  Hooae  the  terms  on 
which  the  contract  has  been  made  fat  furnishing 
transportation  to  the  troops  ordered  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  Mandan  villages,  on  the  Missouri  nvcr: 
and  also  if  any,  and  what  other  terms,  may  hare 
been  proposed  for  furnishing  the  same,  and  bf 
whom  made. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Ship- 
ley was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  oflfered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Rewlvedf  That  the  Committee  on  RevolutioDazj 
Penaons  be  instructed  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  law  on  the  rabject,  so  as  to  plaee  eol- 
dien  and  officers  on  an  equality,  by  allowing  to  each 
an  equal  portion  of  the  bounty  of  the  GoTemmeot 

The  House  having  agreed  by  a  bare  majorit> 
to  consider  the  resolution — 

Mr.  Cannon,  jierceiving  from  this  vole  that  there 
was  much  objection  to  the  proposition,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  support  of  it.  During  active  service, 
he  admitted  that  the  compensation  ought  to  be  in 
some  dc^gree  proportioned  to  rank :  but,  where  the 
bounty  of  the  Government  was  dinmised  to  re- 
lieve the  necessities  of  those  who  had  served  it,  he 
thouffht  the  principle  of  equality  should  be  estab- 
lished ;  and  he  that  served  as  an  ofiicer  and  he  that 
served  as  a  private  should  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing been  restored,  on  quittiiig  the  public  service,  to 
the  grade  of  citizens,  from  which  they  had  sprung. 
These  general  princij^es  Mr.  C.  enforced  by  a 
number  of  remarks,  all  tending  to  the  same  pomt. 

Mr.  Strothbb  inquired  of  the  mover  whether 
his  object  was  to  raise  the  pension  of  the  privates 
to  that  of  the  officers,  or  to  reduce  the  pensioa  of 
the  officers  to  the  same  amoimt  as  that  of  the 
privates? 

Mr.  Cannon  said  that  would  be  a  question  for 
the  committee  to  determine,  should  ^  resolution 
pass,  and  which  their  report  upon  the  subject  wodd 
hereafter  bring  before  the  House  for  its  decision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adof^n 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  Dcgativfr-74 
to  70. 
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JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  A». 

Mr.  Brevard  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  viz : 

Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  de- 
clares that  '*  foil  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State  to  the  poblic  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, of  every  other ;  and  that  the  Congress  may 
by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such 
acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings,  shall  be  proved, 
and  the  effect  thereof:'' 

And  whereas  it  has  been  enacted  by  Congress,  in 
conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  Constitotion,  (alter 
prescribing  the  mode  in  which  the  records  and  judicial 
proceedings  of  fte  courts  of  any  State  shall  be  proved 
and  admitted  in  any  other  court  within  the  United 
States,)  that  **  the  said  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, (authenticated  in  the  mode  prescribed,)  shall 
have  such  faith  and  credit  given  to  them  in  every  court 
within  the  United  States  as  they  have,  by  law  or  usage 
in  the  courts  of  the  State  from  whence  the  said  rec- 
ords are  or  shall  be  taken  :*' 

And  whereas  there  have  been,  in  the  different  courts 
of  the  several  States,  various  and  contradictory  adju- 
dications in  consequence  of  the  different  constructions 
which  have  been  given  to  the  enacting  worda  above 
quoted,  as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  credit  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  authenticated  records  and  judicial  proceed- 
ings adduced  in  evidence,  and  the  effett  thereof: 

In  order,  therefore,  that  henceforth  there  may  be 
greater  certainty  in  the  law,  and  greater  uniformity 
and  consistency  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts  there-> 
upon — 

Besoloedf  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid,  as  to  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Li  verm  ore  to  strike 
out  the  preamble,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  beins  divided  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolve,  the  votes  for  and  against,  it  were  equally 
divided ;  and  the  Speaker  voted  against  it,  solely 
on  the  ground  of  form  and  practice,  neither  of 
which  were  in  favor  of  prefixing  preambles  to  res- 
olutions of  inauiiy. 

So  the  resolution  did  not  pass. 

MILITARf  EXECUTIONS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  TBE  United  States,  as  follows: 

Te  the  Houee  of  R^neeniaHvee  of  the  UniiedSUdee: 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re|H 
resentatives,  of  the  14th  December,  1819,  requesting 
me  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  it  any  informatioa  I  may 
possess  rrapecUng  certain  executions  which  hove  been 
inflicted  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the 
year  1816,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  pro- 
vided for  the  government  of  the  same, — I  transmit  a 
report  fimn  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a  detailed 
account  in  relation  to  the  object  of  the  said  resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbivotov,  January  8,  1820. 

Wab  DxrABTxaHT,  Jan,  6,  1 830. 
Sib  :  I  have  caused  die  records  of  this  Department 
to  be  examined  for  all  the  information  it  possesses 
"  respecting  certain  executions  or  other  punishments, 
which  may  have  been  inflicted  in  the  Army,  since  the 
year  1816,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  pro- 
vided for  the  government  of  the  same,"  conformably 


to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
December  14th,  1819 ;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that,  as  soon  as  it  was  reported  to  this  Depart- 
ment that  **  Colonel  King,  of  the  4th  iniantry,  while 
commanding  at  Pensacola,  had  given  orders  to  shoot 
down  deserters  if  found  within  the  limits  of  Florida," 
I  directed  the  enclosed  order  (marked  A)  to  be  sent  to 
him.  His-  answer  to  this  order  was  received  during 
my  absence  last  Summer.  The  Colonel  reported  that 
such  order  had  been  given  by  him,  and  that  it  was 
given  in  conformity  with  the  established  usage  of  ser- 
vice, when  other  means  of  checking  desertion,  which 
had  become  so  frequent  as  to  threaten  the  total  redoc^ 
tion  of  the  force  under  his  command,  had  failed.  He 
also  stated  that  no  deserter  was  shot  during  his  com- 
mand ;  but  that  the  order  was  kept  up  by  his  succes- 
sor, aiid  that  a  man  was  shot  by  the  party  sent  in 
pursuit  of  him.  The  Colonel's  report  was  made  the 
basis  of  a  military  investigation. 

The  encloeed  orders  (marked  B  and  C)  were  issued 
by  this  Department  on  the  10th  of  August,  and  by  the 
last  reporte  the  General  Court  Martial  were  stUl  in 
session,  on  the  4th  of  December,  at  Cantonment  Mont- 
pelier,  in  Alabama. 

It  was  also  reporteii  to  this  Department,  in  August 
last,  that  a  commissioned  officer,  at  West  Point,  had 
improperly  punished  several  soldiers  by  flogging. 
Msjor  Thayer,  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post, 
was  immediately  ordered  to  inquire  into  and  report 
the  facts.  His  inquiry  established  the  fact  of  whipping, 
w  ithout  trial ;  on  which  the  enclosed  order  (marked 
D)  was  issued,  and  no  further  complainte  have  been 
made.  All  the  other  cases  which  are  known  to  this 
Department,  are  found  among  the  records  transmitted 
after  they  have  been  acted  on  by  commanding  gen- 
erals, **  to  the  end  that  the  person  entitled  hereto 
may  be  enabled,  upon  application,  to  obtain  copies 
thereof,''  and  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  Adju* 
tant  and  Inspector  General,  herewith  enclosed  (marked 
E.)    Ihave»dcc.  J.C.CALHOUN. 

To  the  Pbxmskht  of  the  U.  S. 

A. 

An^.  Avn  Ivsr.  Om's  Omcx, 

March  S9,  1819. 
Sib  :  It  has  been  reported  to  the  War  Department, 
from  a  source  entitled  to  credit^  that  aince  yon  have 
had  command  in  Florida,  and  at  Pensacola,  **  orders 
have  been  given  to  the  military  to  shoot  down  deiert- 
era,  if  found  vrithin  the  limite  of  Florida ;  that  such 
ordiers  emanated  from  Colonel  King,  military  com- 
mandant, and  have  accordingly  been  executed." 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs,  that  you  forthwith 
jnake  a  particular  and  detailed  report,  stating  the 
orders,  by  whom  given,  by  whom  executed,  on  whom 
executed,  and  the  time  When  executed;  with  such 
other  facta  as  you  may  deem  important  on  this  subject 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

D.  PARKER, 
AejfuUml  and  Incpeetar  General 

Colonel  WiutAV  Kise,  4th  infontry,  Tensaw  Poet 
Oflke,  Alabama. 

B. 

Ad/,  avd  lasp.  Oxv's  Ovnci. 

Avgtut  10,  1819. 

Sim :  The  Commanding  General  of  the  South  Di- 
▼ision  has,  this  dayi  been  ordered  to  detail  and  organr 
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iam  a  6eD«iml  Coon  Martiml,  for  tlw  trkl  of  CroIoDol 
WiUiam  King,  of  the  44h  ibftinUy.  Yo«  will,  ihero- 
fore,  relieve  Colonel  King  in  hit  command,  pot  him 
in  erreet,  end  direet  him  to  remain  at  inch  plaeea  as 
you  ahall  deem  moet  eon^enient,  to  meet  the  ordere  of 
the  Greneral  of  Diviaion.  Yon  will  report  hia  anwet 
and  itation  to  General  Jaduon.ae  eoon  aapraettoable. 
By  order.  D.  P  ARKBK, 

Adfutoni  and  ImpeHct  GmuraL 

Maj.  Gen.  GAiwia,  U.  8.  Army,  AiYgVBtft»  Geo. 

C. 

Extract  of  a  General  Otder,  dated 

Ahj.  Airn  farsp.  Gan'e  OtyieB, 

Augmt  10,  1810. 

Gtnerai  Otder.  **  The  Commanding  General  of  the 
South  Division  will  detail  and  organize  a  General 
Court  Martial,  as  loon  as  practicably  conaiatent  with 
the  interest  of  the  aerrice,  for  the  trial  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam King,  of  the  4th  infantry.  Snch  charges,  docu- 
ments, and  communications,  as  the  War  Department 
EOBsess,  are  herewith  transmitted,  to  be  put  into  the 
ands  of  the  judge  advocate  of  the  South  Division;  or 
such  officer  as  may  be  detailed  for  that  duty,  in  case 
he  cannot  attend  the  court" 

D. 

Abj.  A-mn  Ivs>.  Giv'a  Off ica, 

Septembet  80, 1SL9. 

8n :  The  President  directs  me  to  state  that  he  has 
examined  your  report  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  several 
communications  referred  to,  relative  to  the  troops  at- 
tached to  your  command. 

The  corporal  punishment  inflicted  on  the  men  at 
West  Point,  being  contrary  to  law,  is  not  justified  by 
the  reasons  given  for  it.  It  is  a  cause  of  much  regret 
to  see  an  officer  of  merit  and  discernment  give  bis 
sanction  to  a  proceeding  so  highly  improper.  If  evils 
attain  an  alarming  height,  they  ahould  be  stated  to  the 
Department,  that  auch  remediea  aa  the  lawa  authorize, 
and  the  meana  of  the  Government  are  equal  to,  may 
be  applied  to  them,  but  in  no  case  ahould  an  officer 
take  the  nme^  into  his  own  hands,  especially  in  a 
manner  poaltive4r  prohibited  by  law. 

These  acts  are  disapproved,  and  the  President  di- 
lecta  that  yon  psevent  their  neananoe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dco» 

D.  PARKER, 
AdjtUmU  and  Intputat  GmiraL 

To  Msjor  8.  T»it»,  Saperintendent  Milltaiy  Aend- 
emy,  Commawding  West  Point,  New  York. 

Anj.  uw  Insp.  GssVi  Omca, 

Jbfwgry  8, 1880. 

Sir  :  On  your  order,  requifing  me  to  state  all "  ex- 
ecutions, or  other  punishments  which  may  have  been 
inflieted,  in  the  Amy,  since  the  year  1815,  contrary  to 
the  lawa  and  cegolatione  for  tha  govsmaiant  of  the 
aame,"  if  any  such  are  known  to  have  occurred,  all 
the  proceedings  of  courts  martial,  on  file  in  this  office, 
have  been  referred  to ;  from  which  I  have  made  the 
eztfacta  herewith  endoaed. 

A  General  Court  Martial, ordered  by  General  Gainea, 
in  Fibruary,  1816,  sentenced  a  aoldier  to  recevrejijltf 
eobbet  or  kuhes,  on  Ms  bare  Mn.  This  sentence  waa 
confirmed,  but,  by  tha  orders  of  the  General  in  other 


cases,  of  which  aztneta  ara  endosed,  poiateclly 
proving  whipping,  it  appears  that  he  makea  a  distbe- 
tion  between  eobba  and  stripes  and  laskeSf  which  last 
are  only  mentioned  in  the  act  of  May  16,  18 IS,  repeal- 
ing a  part  of  the  87th  article  of  the  rules  and  artidet 
of  war. 

It  also  appears,  thst,  after  the  peaee,  two  General 
Courts  Martial,  ordered  by  General  Maeofflh,  seateneed 
several  soldiera  to  receive  ,/l/i^  iaskes  eodb,  which  sen- 
tences were  spproved  by  the  General,  and  ordered  to 
be  carried  into  effisct.  As  such  sentences  have  not 
since  oocnrred,  it  is  presumed  that  an  iwprsssion  pre- 
vailed in  that  command,  at  Uiat  time,  that  the  act  fixing 
the  Peace  EstabKshmeot,  bj  generally  fepealing  the 
laws  enacted  during  the  late  war,  restored  the  provfaton 
which  anthoriced  puniahment  by  atripea  and  laahra  be- 
fore the  war. 

These  are  the  only  cases  I  have  been  aMe  to  find  on 
the  records ;  and  it  will  be  observed  that  sll,  exeept 
that  of  Major  McGlassin,  were  within  the  jnrisdktioii 
of  the  Commanding  Generals,  and  never  came  up  to 
the  War  Department,  but  as  a  place  of  depoehe  for  the 
records  of  courts,  **  to  the  end  that  the  peraotw  entitled 
thereto  may  be  enabled,  open  application,  to  obtaio 
copies  thereof.'*  In  this  case,  the  sentence  of  tho  court 
was  approved  by  the  President,  and  the  Major  wsi 
accordmgly  disinissed  the  service.  I  havotiie  honor 
to  be,  dw.  D.  PARKER, 

Adfutoni  and  htspedar  GtneraL 

To  the  StcRSTABT  OP  Wam. 

The  Messaf;e  and  rqx>rt  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aiiairs. 

The  remainder  of  the  day's  sitting  was  occapied 
in  a  debate  on  the  1»11  from  the  Senate  (oa  its 
third  reading)  for  the  relief  of  MatthefW  Barrow. 

[The  case  of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this :  Acting 
as  quartermaster  in  Tennessee,  durmg  Uie  British 
war,  he  inipressed  some  property  from  an  indirid- 
ual.  who  first  refased  to  part  with  his  property, 
and,  when  tak^n  from  him,  refused  to  receire  pay- 
ment for  it,  and  sued  the  quartermaster  for  dam- 
ages, d>c.  The  verdict  against  the  officer  was  for 
some  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  he 
applies  to  Congress  for  indenmity.] 

The  debate  resulted  in  the  reconunilmeBtof  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  Claim* 


T0S6DAT,  January  11. 

Mr.  AHi>Ba80N,  from  the  Commiitlee  on  the 
Puhlic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  tihe  expediency  of 
^nting  to  each  State  a  tract  of  land  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  university  in  each  State,  made  a  report 
'^  that  it  is  inexnedient  to  grant  any  tract  of  land 
to  a  State  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a  univer- 
sity }''  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  Lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on.  the  petition  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Washixigton  Infirmary ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  l^  the  House,  as  follows: 

Jieaotwtdf  That  tha  pelitionero  have  leave  to  srilb- 
draw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Kbmt,  from  the  sama  committee^  also  re- 
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ported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  In- 
stitute for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences  in 
the  City  of  Washington  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next 

Mr.  SiMKiNS  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Retohedt  That  the  ConmittM  on  the  Judieiary  be 
inetructed  to  ioqiiire  into  the  ezpcdieacy  of  amending 
the  act  of  Congreai  concerning  the  faith  and  credit  to 
be  given  to  the  records  and  judicial  proceeding*  of  the 
court*  of  any  State,  authenticated  and  produced  in 
evidence  ia  any  other  court  within  the  United  Slatea, 
and  the  ^eet  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  read  ;  when  Mr.  Strothbr 
moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ;  which  was  rejected. 
The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the  same, 
and  passed  in  the  affirmatire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocdmb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
exi>ediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  recovery 
of  interest  on  the  balances  admitted  to  be  due  to 
the  United  States  by  receivers  or  holders  of  public 
money,  commencing  at  the  time  at  which  their 
accounts  are  made  up,  though  not  finally  acted  on, 
until  paid :  and,  further,  ir  the  accounts  are  not 
rendered  at  the  proper  department  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  that  they  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
diency  of  cnarging  interest  on  the  whole  sum  in 
the  hands  of  ^'d  defaulters,  from  the  time  the 
same  was  received  until  the  aceoimts  are  thus 
rendered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinoall,  the  Gonunittee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
courts  of  the  judicial  district  of  Virginia  west  of 
the  Alleghany  mountain. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  ia 
the  different  ofllces,'  passed  the  20th  of  April, 
1818,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

CONTS8TED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  TMr.  Liver- 
sfORE  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  on  the  memorial  of  Robert  C. 
Mallary,  contesting  the  election  of  Erasmus  C* 
Merrill,  of  Vermont. 

The  report  (which  is  adverse  to  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
sitting  member,)  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk — 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts)  rose,  and  op- 
posed it  at  length,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  the  sitting  member ;  uter  which, 

Mr.  Mallart,  who  had  been  assigned  a  seat  in 
the  House  during  the  discussion,  rose,  and  occupied 
the  floor  in  a  speech  of  upwards  or  one  hour  in 
length,  ia  maintaining  his  right  to  the  seat  in  ques- 
tion ;  and,  having  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again ; 
and  the  docimients  in  the  case  were  ordered  to  be 
printed* 

16th  Co]««  1st  Se88.— 29 


Weonesuat,  January  12. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants 0[  the  State  of  Maryland  and  District  of 
Columbia^  praying  that  the  act  authorizing  the 
company  mcorporated  for  makinj^  certain  turnpike 
roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  lay  out  and 
piake  a  road  from  the  line  of  ^he  said  District  to 
the  Eastern  Branch,  may  he  repealed^  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  ^e  said  petition ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
submitted  by  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  report- 
ed a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;  which  was  read  twica 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  extending  the 
time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for 
direct  taxes  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  a]^inted« 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  conunittee,  to  whick 
was  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen-^ 
ate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  military  seivice  of  me  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  reported  the  agreement 
of  the  committee  to  the  said  amendments;  and 
thev  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-uay. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutipnary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  and  leeal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Vreeland,  decease^"  reported  the  said  bill  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit* 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mili**^ 
tia  to  whmn  was  referred  (he  resolution  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  clothing 
the  militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  allowing  them  the  amount  of 
money  in  Ueu  thereof,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
with  a  bill,  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia, 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  united  States, 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  RoBfiBTSON,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  meoMHrial  of  the  L^sla* 
ture  of  Kentucicy.  on  behalf  of  Christopher  MiHer, 
made  a  report  tnereon,  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  R.,  by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  Christopher  Miller,  whieii 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Com* 
missioner  and  approved  by  the  President,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  9th  of  April, 
1816."  'Mo  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  whue  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,''  transmitted  in  obedienee  to  the 


899 


HISTORY  OF  CONOBBSS* 


900 


H.  OF  R. 


New  Yi>rk  CauUsUd  EUaion. 


Jahu&by,  1820. 


tesolution  of  the  23d  ultimo,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 
Mr.  Tracy  sabmitted  the  following  resolution : 
Retohedt  That  the  Prendent  of  the  Uoitcd  Sutes 
be  requested  to  trantmit  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  contracts  made  in  the  Engineer  and  Ord* 
nance  departments,  since  the  peace  of  1816,  and  all 
contracts  relating  to  said  departments,  made  by  any 
officer  or  agent  of  Government ;  the  manner  of  pro- 
curing the  proposals  for  such  contracts,  whether,  in 
0rexy  case,  by  public  advertising  or  otherwise ;  the 
names  and  residence  of  the  contractors,  and  the  names 
and  residence  of  the  sureties  for  such  contractors  as 
have  failed  in  the  performance  of  their  contracts ;  the 
extent  of  their  respective  defalcations,  and  of  the  loss 
probable  to  be  sustained  by  the  Government  therefrom  ; 
also,  stating  the  number  of  arsenals  which  have  been 
constructed  or  commenced,  the  places  where  construct- 
ed or  commenced,  the  amount  expended  upon  each ; 
also,  a  description  of  the  works  appertaining  to  eadi, 
and  the  estimated  expense  of  completing  them. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  communicated 
a  memorial  from  Mr.  Merrill,  in  the  case  of  his 
contested  election,  praying  for  further  time  to  es- 
tablish certain  facts  to  sustain  his  right  to  a  seat  in 
the  House,  which  was  read  and  referred ;  and  Mr. 

B.  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  con- 
tested election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  and  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  that  committee. 

This  motion,  after  some  discussion,  in  which  the 
motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  was  nesa tired. 

The  House  tnen  resolved  itself,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  ^returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments,  providing  a  certain  sum  for  the  na- 
tional armories,  and  another  sum  for  the  settlement 
of  outstanding  claims)  makinj^  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  tne  military  service  of  the  current 
year. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr.  Storrs 
and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  arising  from  an  in- 
quiry of  the  former  concerning  the  disbursemeut 
oi  last  year's  appropriations  for  armories,  dbc.,  and 
the  propriety  of  making  now  a  partial  appropria- 
tion for  those  objects. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
eoncnrrence  in  the  amendments,  which  report  was 
•greed  to  by  the  House. 

NEW  YORK  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  filections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Guyon,  jr., 
contesting  the  election  of  Ebenezer  Sage,  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  New  York; 
which  was  read  and  oommitted  to  the  Committee 
qf  the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition  of  Rol- 
tin  C.  Mallary,  contesting  the  election  of  Orsamus 

C.  Merrill.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  firrt  Congressional  district  of  the  said 
State  is  composed  of  the  counties  of  Richmond,  King's, 
Queen's,  Suffolk,  and  the  first  and.  eecond  wards  «f 
the  city  of  New  Yorii,uid  is  entitled  to  elect  two  rsp- 


reeentatives.  That,  at  the  late  election  for  ineinboi 
of  this  House,  Ebenezer  Sage,  J  ernes  Guyooa  junior, 
Silas  Wood,  and  John  Garretson,  were  the  only  cen- 
didates:  3,171  votes  were  returned  for  8iUa  Wood, 
2,085  for  Ebenezer  Sage,  1,992  for  John  Garretroo, 
1,701  for  James  Guyon,  junior,  and  396  for  Jama 
Guyon.  From  the  affidavits  of  Abraham  Crocheron, 
Richard  Crocheron,  end  John  Hilly eer,  inepectors  of 
the  said  election  of  the  town  of  Northfield,  in  the 
county  of  Richmond ;  of  John  Doughty,  John  C. 
Freeks,  Jeduthan  Johnson,  Noah  Waterbury,  and 
Abraham  Remsen,  inspectors  of  the  said  electron  of 
the  town  of  Brooklyn,  In  the  eounty  of  King's ;  of 
Edward  A.  Clowes,  Thomas  Tredwell,  MTdfiun  Ever- 
itt,  and  John  D.  Hicks,  inspectors  of  the  said  election 
of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  in  the  otfUnty  of  Quecn^s ; 
and  of  Jacobus  Montfoort,  Micha  Townaead,  Jftrris 
Frost,  and  Daniel  Youngs,  inspecton  of  the  said  elec- 
tion of  the  town  of  Gyster  Bay,  in  the  same  county, 
it  appears  that,  in.  the  aaid  towna,  391  votes  were, 
through  the  mistake  of  the  said  inspectors,  returned 
for  /ames  Guyon,  which  in  truth  and  fact  were  given 
for  James  Guyon,  junior,  and  ought  to  have  been  ao 
returned :  these  votes,  added  to  the  poll  of  James 
Guyon,  junior,  give  him  a  majority  of  seven  votec  over 
Ebenezer  Ssge,  the  returned  member.  Mr.  Sage  hu 
admitted  the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  affidavits  afore- 
said, and  has  not  controverted  the  truth  of  the  matten 
therein  contained.  He  has  hitherto  omitted  to  ap> 
pear  and  claim  his  seat,  and  no  evidence  has  been 
adduced  of  his  intention  to  make  each  claim.  The 
committee  therefore  submit  the  following  resolutions  : 

**  Besolvedt  That  Ebenezer  Sage  is  not  entitled  to  a 
aeat  in  this  House. 

*'  JUsoivedt  That  James  Guyon,  junior,  la  entitled 
to  a  aeat  in  this  House*'* 

Testimony  submiitid  Ufilh  the  report. 

The  Bubf  cribers  certify  that  diey  were  tnapectors  of 
the  election  held  in  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  in  King's 
county,  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th  days  of  April,  in 
the  year  1818,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  repreaeota- 
tives  to  Congress  for  the  first  Congressional  district  of 
the  Sute  of  New  York. 

At  the  said  election,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Silas  Wood, 
John  Garretson,  and  James  Guyon,  junior,  were  can-  - 
didates ;  and  that  we,  the  said  inspectors,  did  canvaaa 
and  estimate  the  votes  given  at  aaid  election,  and 
made  out  certifieatea  of  such  canTaasiag,  and  fil<Mi  the 
same  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  and  town  afore- 
said; from  which  certificates  it  appears  that  183  bal> 
lots  were  estimated  as  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
James  Guyon,  which  the  subscribers  verily  beliefs 
was  an  error  made  by  them  in  making  out  their  certi- 
ficates, and  that  the  said  number  of  183  votes  were 
given  by  the  o^ectors  of  said  town  for  James  Guyon, 
junior,  and  ought  to  have  been  estimated  and  certified 
by  us  as  the  number  o(  votes  given  for  that  gentle- 
men.    Brooklyn,  November  24,  1819. 

JOHN  DOUGHTY, 
JN.  FREBK, 
JERM.  JOHNSON, 
NOAH  WATBRBURY. 
ABRM.  A.  REMSEN. 

WILLIAM  SHENK. 
One  of  the  eierka  ai  ike  eUetion, 

The  persons  who  have  subscribed  the  foregoing  osr- 
tificate  have  severally  sworn  that  they  believe  the 
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matter  therein  iteted  to  be  true*    Svom  before  me, 
this  S4th  dey  of  November,  1819. 

ISAAC  NICHOLS, 
"  Ju9tice  of  the  Ptace. 

This  may  certify  that,  on  or  abeat  the  20th  of  the 
month  of  December,  I  received  from  James  GuyoDv 
junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificetee,  perfectly  ec- 
cording  with  the  same.  Sag  Harbor,  Janusiy  3,  1820. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 

I,  Abraham  Crocheront  clerk  of  the  town  of  North- 
£e2d,  in  the  oonnty  of  Richmond,  and  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  doth  certify  and  Bay«  that  I  was  one  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  votes  taken  at  the  anniversary  elec- 
tion  held  in  the  said  town  of  North£eld,  and  in  the 
coonty  aforesaid,  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1818,  at 
the  house  of  John  Johnson,  innkeeper,  and  held,  by 
adjournment,  the  two  sabsequent  days,  for  two  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  represent  the  first  Congressional 
district  of  said  State  of  New  York  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  -,  and,  being  so 
an  inspector,  did  make  a  return  in  the  clerk's  office  of 
the  said  county,  as  well  as  with  Richard  Crocheron, 
John  HHIyer,  and  Sylvanus  Decker,  inspectors  with 
me :  that  Ebenezer  Sage  had  seventy-five  votes,  and 
James  Goyon  had  seventy-five ;  when,  in  fact  and  in 
truth,  the  baltots  were  given,  canvassed,  and  read  James 
Gnyon,  junior,  and  were  returned  to  the  said  clerk, 
through  a  mistake  or  error,  without  the  junior,  when, 
in  fact,  and  in  truth,  and  in  justice,  they  should  have 
been  given  and  written  James  Guyon,  junior.  Given 
under  my  hand,  the  16th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1819. 

ABRM.  CROCHERON, 

Stats  or  Naw  York,  Biehmond  ctmniy,  m. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Abraham  Croche- 
ron,  who  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  state- 
ment, as  subscribed  by  him,  is  just  and  true.  And 
further  this  deponent  salth  not.  Sworn  before  me, 
this  16th  day  of  November,.  1819. 

DAVID  MASEREAU,  Jud^e. 

Thte  may  certify  that,  on  or  near  the  SOth  of  the 
month  of  December  last,  I  received  firom  James  Guy* 
on,  jumor,  a  copy  of  the  within  eerl^catee,  oprrectiy 
aecoriliAg  with  the  same.  Sag  Harbor,  Jannary  8, 
1830. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 

I,  Edward  A.  Clowes,  clerk  of  the  town  of  Hempstead, 
and  I,  Thomas  Tredwell,  one  of  the  inspeeCors  of  the 
town»  do  hereby  certify  t]|at»at  an  elaetion  held  in  the 
aforesaid  town  lor  Congressaan,  on  the  26th,  29tht 
and  30th  days  of  April,  1818,  the  mwm  wae  made  by 
OS  to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  of  Queen's  for 
Jamea  Guyon  aa  Congreasman.  whereas  we  verily  be- 
lieve that  the  returned  number  of  votes  ought  and 
should  have  been  made  in  the  name  of  Jampse  Guyon, 
junimrf  which  junior  waa  omitted  in  our  return  to  the 
clerk  «f  the  said  eounty,  according  to  the  beet  of  our 
knowledge  and  belief.  Dated  at  Hempstead,  Novom* 
ber  20, 1819,  SUte  of  New  York. 

EDWARD  A.  CLOWES,  Tovn  Clerk. 

THOMAS  TREDWELL. 

Sworn  before  me  this  day. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
D^fUy  Clerk  of  Qtteen'i  County* 

I,  Robert  D.  Clements,  one  of  the  clerks  U>  the  in* 
ipectors  of  the  town  of  Hempsteadi  do  solemnly  swear 


that  the  statement  of  the  within  certificate  is  true,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge.  Hempstead,  November, 
20,  1819. 

ROBERT  D.  CLEMENTS. 
Sworn  befi>re  me  this  dsy. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Queen'e  County. 

I,  Jacobus  Montfoort,  clerk  of  the  town  of  Oyster 
Bay,  in  the  county  of  Queen's,  and  State  of  New  York, 
do  hereby  oertify  that  the  certificate  of  the  retarn  of 
the  election  for  two  members  of  CongMess  to  represent 
the  first  Ooagresstonal  district  of  said  State,  held  in 
the  aforesaid  town  on  the  28th,  S9tb,  and  SOtb  dayv 
of  April,  1818,  was  written  by  me,  and  transmitted  to 
the  clerk  of  the  said  oo«nty  af  Queen's.  And  I  do 
hereby  further  oertify  that  the  leturttof  Jamee  Guyon, 
of  eighty-three  votes,  was  a  mistake  made  Irjr  me,  and 
that  the  true  and  proper  return  for  the  aforesaid  town 
of  Oyster  Bay  is  James  Gu^on,  junior,  for  Congrew* 
man,  eighty-three  votest  and  ths  tickets  were  csnvassed 
and  read  James  Guyon,  junior.  Oyster  Bay,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1819. 

Note* — One  vote  of  the  above  number  of  eighty-three 
votes  was  written,  read,  and  canvassed,  Jamea  Guyon. 

J.  MONTTOORT,  Town  Clerk. 

Ouster  Bay,  November  19, 1819.     Sworn  before  me, 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Queen's  County. 

This  may  certify  that,  on  or  near  the  20th  day  of 
the  month  of  December,  I  received  from  James  Guyon, 
junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificates,  perfectly  ac- 
cording with  the  same.    Sag  Harbor,  January  3, 1830. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 
Wc,  Edward  Parker,  of  the  town  of  Jamaica,  county 
of  Queen's,  and  State  of  New  York,  and  Thomas  Haz- 
ard, jun.  of  Staten  Island,  State  aforesaid,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  we  were  present  on  the  day  and  date  when 
EbenexerSage  signed  the  annexed  certificates,  and  did 
see  hhn  subscribe  his  name  thereunto ;  and  he  ackowl* 
edged  that  he  did  receive  a  copy  of  the  annexed  certi- 
ficates enclosed  to  him  in  a  letter  from  James  Goyon, 
jtmior,  deelariog  his  intentions  to  claim  bis  seat  in  the 
Honee  of  Aepreaeatatevea  of  the  United  Scales. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
T.  HAZARD. 
Queen's  oouB^.as.  Ja^taica,  January  6, 1820.  Swoni 
before  me  this  day. 

JAMES  DENTON.  J.  P.  4«. 

VERMONT  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

the  House  next  proceeded,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  Mpam  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Livbbmore  in  the 
chair,}  on  the  report  of  the.  Committee  of  Elec* 
tions  on  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Msrbill,  of 
Vermont. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  a  short  time,  to  vindioate 
the  decision  of  this  House,  in  1804,  in  the  case  of 
the  contested  election  between  Mr.  Spalding  and 
Mr.  Mead,  (which  had  been  cited  in  the  present 
case,)  ana,  without  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
present  case,  to  show  that  there  was  no  analogy 
Detween  it  and  the  case  decided  in  1804. 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Taylor,  who  argued 
to  show  that  such  an  analogy  did  exist  in  a  strong 
degree,  and  in  support  of  tne  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 
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The  report  of  the  c6ininittee  was  miUDorted  also 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Gross,  and  Mr.  Hemvhill, 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Storrb,  Mr.  Brown,  and 
Mr.  Whitman,  the  last  named  gentleman  moving 
that  the  report  be  so  amended  as  to  reverse  it. 

The  discussion  continued  to  a  late  hour  on  this 
and  other  motions.  Finally,  Mr.  W.'s  motion  was 
lost,  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
concurrence  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Cqmmittee 
of  Elections.  The  question  was  then  taken  on 
the  resolution  declaring  that  Mr.  Merrill  is  not 
aiititled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  large  majority. 

Before  taJriiig  the  question  on  the  other  resolu- 
tion of  the  report,  wiiioh  declares  Mr.  Mallery  en- 
tided  to  the  seat,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn, 
Mid  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursdat,  January  18. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Dobson  and  Son,  stating  that  they  published^  with 
flreat  labor  and  expense.  Dr.  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals,  and  praying  Congress  to  authorize  the 
purchase  of  eight  hundred  additional  copies,  which 
now  remain  on  hand  of  that  work,  for  which  they 
state  they  are  willing  to  take  a  reduced  price ; 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Sergeant,  Wood,  and  Barboor,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Illinois ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  revi- 
Ting  and  continuing  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
so  much  of  an  act,  the  provisions  of  which  par- 
tially expired  on  the  first  dav  of  November  last, 
entitled  ''An  act  regulating  tne  cucrency,  within 
the  tjnited  States,  of  the  sold  coins  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, Fraace,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces,"  as  relates  to  the 
gold  coins  of  those  countries.  Messrs.  Writman, 
Lownnse,  Allen,  of  Massaehusetts,  Dickinson, 
and  BfiEGHER,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Ruolved,  That  i|  select  committee  be  instructed  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  ratio  of  repre- 
tentatiori  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  take  efi*ect  and  be  computed  according 
to  the  rale  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  upon  the 
census  next  to  be  taken ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bUl 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Whitman  objected  to  the  resolution,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until 
the  census  was  taken,  before  any  steps  were  adopted 
to  ^  the  ratio,  when  the  House  would  have  all 
the  information,  and  the  whole  subject  before 
them.  Any  proceedings  on  this  subject^  at  pres- 
ent, would  taVe  place  without  the  proper  mforma- 
tion,  and  would  be  premature,  and  would,  more- 
over, be  entirely  useless,  should  the  next  Congress 
difier  in  opinion  from  the  present,  dbc. 

The  question  was  put,  without  further  discus- 


sioQ,  on  agieeiDg  to  the  lesolutioii,  and  lost — yeas 

40,  nays  56. 

Mr.  CjOuke,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  consideration : 

Resohed,  nat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  be 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  whether  any»  and,  tf 
any,  what  reveoue  is  derived  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  frooi  the  fiir  trade. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  motion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Livsrmore,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, objected  to  it,  as  useless  and  unneeessaiv,  in- 
asmuch as  furs  being  an  article  of  export  only,  no 
revenue  could  be  derived  from  them,  &c.  It  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  as  callin|f  for  information 
on  a  subject  to  which  tne  attention  of  the  House 
had  been  directed,  &c. 

The  (question  being  put,  on  adopting  the  reso* 
lution,  it  was  negativea — ^yeas  40. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  "  resolution  for  the 
further  distribution  of  the  journal  of  the  convene 
tion  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,''  with  amendments ;  and  they  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authortsung  payment  to 
be  made  for  certain  muskets  iiB{»fssed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  last  mentioned  bill  the3nuk  the  concm^ 
rence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fvom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittine 
a  statement  -of  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  in  eacn 
year  for  the  expenses  of  holding  courts  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  together  with  the  amouat 
paid  to  the  circuit  iudges  thereof,  from  the  year 
1801  to  the  year  1819,  hoth  inclusive,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  instaat; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

ILLICIT  INTRODUCTION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  fironi  the  Secretary  ol  the  Treasvry,  trans- 
milting  infbrmathm  in  relation  to  the  illicit  intro- 
duction of  slaves  inio  the  United  States,  with  a 
statement  of  measures  which  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  same,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on-  the  table.    The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TavASuav  ]>sPiai«xirT,  Jam,  11, 18t0. 

Sib  :  Is  obedieaoe  t4  a  veeolntieD  <sf  the-  Hoaee  of 
Representathek  of  the  *let  aHiaio,  diredhag  the  8ee- 
retary  of  the  Trstaoiy  to  lay  heibr«  4he  Hanae  '« copies 
of  such  'commuftications  as  he  may  have  reeetved^ 
since  1816,  and  snoh  iafbrUMdon  as  he  may  peases* 
in  relation  to  the  iAkit  inti«daetife&  of  aiavee  into  the 
United  Slates,  with  a  slaCemeat  oT  the  soeasuree 
adopted  to  prevent  th6  aam«»"  I  htm  tke  honor  to 
submit  the  eiioleoed  lettem,  ireia  dUiereat  oolleelora  ol 
the  eaetome,  to  this  Departaient 

It  appearis,  from  an  examination  of  the  records  ef 
thie  office,  that  no  partionlar  instractioiia  have  ever 
been  given,  by  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  original  or  supplemoRtary  acts  prohihiliiig  the 
introduction.oCiriaves  mto  the  United  States. 

The  general  prv^tice  of  the  DefMtment  has  been 
to  confine  its .  attention,  and  to  limit  its  instmctioBi^ 
to  csics  ariflfng  nnder  the  revenue  laws,  except  where, 
by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  l7Blted  Btstes, 
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jAiTOArfy  1890. 


MH&k  Mr9chai&it  of  8U»fM. 


H.  arR. 


the  mipifincefi^eiie^  of  otlMr  lair*  hc»  been  spedeHj 
ve^nioraid  of  it.  N^  Mieli  duly  hm,  in  rel&tkm  to  the 
laws  prohibit&Dg  1^  introduction  of  flaree  into  the 
United  Sliitee,  been  required  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Hm  letter  to  the  War  and  Navy  Departmente,  of 
the  ICth  Jaly,  18n,  a  copy  of  which  ie  aito  cndoeed, 
waa  writen  dorinif  the  absence  of  the  President,  under 
circnuiafinces  which  ^d  not  admit  of  the  delay  neces* 
aaiy  te  obtain  his  direeilon  and  instmction.  An  ad* 
ditional  reason  for  writing  that  letter  may  be  found 
in  the  IboC  that  the  other  heads  of  department  were 
absent,  and  the  officers  exerebing  their  functions,  pro- 
▼isionaity,  were  unwilling  to  incur  the  responsibility 
of  Ibe  measwes  required  by  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  moft  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  BxxKT  Clat,  Speaker  Houit  of  Rep*»» 

TnsAsvBT  DxpABrxzKY,  July  16,  1817. 

Sim  :  From  inibrmation  recently  received  by  this 
Department,  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that  3ir 
Gregor  McGregor  has  taken  mifitary  possession  of 
Amelia  Island,  in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  patriots. 
Considering  that  the  restless  and  adventurous  of  all  na- 
tions, and  especially  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domimgo,  have 
ranged  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  different 
leaders,  by  sea  and  land,  who  are  engaged  in  the  civil 
war  now  raging  between  Sjpain  and  her  colonies,  and 
that  the  port  of  Femandina  will  necessarily  become  the 
comn^on  rendezvous  of  all  the  vessels  sailing  under 
the  various  flags  of  the  Spamsh  provinces  which  have 
declared  themselves  independent,  sfmreheosions  are 
justly  entertained  hy  the  citizens  of  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  their  peace  and  tran- 
qoilUty  will  be  disturbed^  and  their  rights  infringed, 
nnlees  protected  by  the  presence  of  a  force  sufficient 
to  command  respect  from  the  troops  thus  expected  to 
he  Gonpegated  in  their  uamediate  tteigbborhood. 

In  addition  to  the  oicuinstances  abeady  oeaunnni- 
cated^  the  dispositien  which  haa  been  maoiAsted  by 
the  veesela  of  Snein  engaged  in  the  Afriean  slave  trader 
to  introduce^  ilUcitJy,  into,  that  section  of  the  Unifln» 
the  persons  who,  in  the  pnweoiliQn  of  tbeir  tralBe^ 
have  been  subjected  to  their  coatfol»  seems  to  reqniffe 
the  presence  of  a  fi>rce  fuffieient .  to  enlbrce  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws  against  the  introdaction  of  davea 
into  the  United  States.  From  the  known  character 
and  conduct  of  the  leader  of  the  enterprise  against 
Amelia  Island,  there  ia  just  ground  to  apprehend  that 
this  illicit  tsaffic,  if  contiotted,  will,  under  bis  auapioes, 
assume  a  bolder  character;  and,  if  abandoned,  that  it 
will  be  sabstitated  bv  measures  equally  derogatoiy  to 
the  laws,  and  mora  destructive  of  the  rights  and  mteiw 
ests  of  the  citizens  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  South- 
ern Sutes.  To  guard  against  the  ttnliwfol  introdne- 
tion  of  slaves,  and  to  repress  any  attempt  that  mtj  be 
made  by  the  Ibrsign  belligerent  ibroe,  collected  in  that 
neighborhood  to  excite  domestic  insuriectien  among 
the  blacks,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  necesiary 
that  a  land  and  naval  force  be  stationed  at  St.  Mary's. 

As  the  portion  of  East  Florida  immediately  border- 
ing on  the  United  States  is  but  sparaely,  if  at  aUiin*- 
habited,  the  entrance  of  veasels  into  the  river  St.  Ma* 
ly's,  freighted  with  aUvea,  can  have  no  other  olgeet 
than  thn  yiolatioa  of  our  laws,  by  coveftly  hitrodadng 
a  population  which  is  prohibited.  Under  such  circum- 
etances,  and  eapedally  when  inbeelliV  or 


tion  of  the  local  auAorities  to  preserve  the  Accustomed 
relations  between  independent  States  are  considered^ 
and  above  all,  the  odious  character  of  Ae  traffic  in* 
tended  to  be  restrained,  the  sehture  of  every  verael 
freighted  with  slaves  which  shall  be  fbond  in  the  river 
St.  Maty's,  or  hovering  upon  our  cosst,  is  respectlidly 
submitted.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  SEcasTAZiEs  of  War  and  Navy, 

Emtroitt  if  a  kmt  from -Uu  Deputy  OoUedorof  Nma 
Ibtria  to  tktSeateUmy  of  the  Tremmry^d&iodMajf 
^  lSi8. 

**By  Mr.  Dick's  advice,  last  Summer,  I  got  out 
State  warranti,  and  had  negroes  seized  to  the  number 
of  eighteen,  which  were  a  part  of  those  stolen  out  of 
the  custody  of  the  coroner,  and  the  balance  condemned 
by  the  district  judge  of  the  State ;  and  the  informem 
received  their  part  of  the  net  proceeds  from  the  State 
treasurer.  Five  negroes,  that  were  seized  about  the 
same  time,  were  tried  at  Opelbusaa,  in  May  last,  by 
the  same  judge ;  he  decided  that  some  Spaniards  (tlmt 
were  supposed  to  halve  set  up  a  sham  claim,  stating 
that  the  negroes  had  been  stolen  from  them  on  the  high 
seas)  should  have  the  negroes,  and  that  the  persona 
that  seized  them  should  pay  one-half  the  costs,  and 
the  State  of  Louisiana  the  other.  This  decision  had 
such  an  effect  aa  to  render  it  almost  impossible  for  me 
to  obtain  any  aaslBtance  in  that  part  of  the  countiy. 
There  haa  been  lately  up  the  Bayou  Nementou  tvro 
schooners  from  Galveston ;  they  sold  a  part  of  their 
cargoes,  and  deposited  the  balance,  and  I  could  get 
no  aasistsnce  to  take  them.  I  made  two  seizuref  of 
wine,  a  part  of  one  of  the  caigoea,  !n  the  neighbor* 
hood  of  the  Vermillion  bridge,  about  twenty  ndles  to 
the  Westward  of  this  place.  I  summoned  aaatatance, 
a  part  of  which  refriaed  to  nsist,  a  part  deserted  while 
guarding  the  property,  and  the  balance  not  being  mS* 
ficiently  strong  to  protect  it,  it  was  taken  from  (heni 
the  ensuing  night.  The  smugglers  had  foreibly  pre- 
vented our  removing  the  property  in  the  day  time. 


CeUBOTon's  0#rica»  Dta.  BnvaviPieft,  Ota., 

Fort  of  Darieth  Joiy  6, 1818. 

Sin:  On  the  14ih  of  Maivh,  I  did  myself  the  honor 
to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  AlHcatm  illleitly  in* 
tvodioed  into  the  United  Siatee.  Not  being  fiivored 
with  a  reply,  it  may  be  proper  fbr  me  to  state,  that  a 
demand  beinjg  subaci^uenUy  made,  by  the  Executive  of 
this  State,  ibr  all  such  Africans  in  my  posseasion,  in 
eomplianoe  therewith  I  delivered  over  to  fail  agent 
ninety*oae  negroes. 

I  have  the  honor  td  be,  dbc. 

W.  I.  McINTOSH,  Collector. 
Hon.  W«.  R.  OuAwronn, 

Seeretitry  of  the  TreoBmy. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  the  CoUeeior  of  New  Orleano 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeaeury^  dated  April  17, 
1818. 

« It  has  been  stated  to  me,  en  the  authority  of  a  let- 
ter to  a  res{»oeUble  gentleman  of  this  city,  that  there 
were  three  echoenera  lying  in  the  river  M erineutan, 
belonging  to  Commodore  Aury's  s^adion,  smuggling 
their  eaigoee  on  diore.  The  andaidty  of  the  piratic 
set,  since  they  find  Galveston  has  not  been,  and  ali 
they  eay,  wiii  net  be,enppteaibd,  kamo  no  bouttiii* 
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Jahuabt,  1830. 


In  order  to  keep  them  eomewhat  more  in  check,  and 
to  defeat  their  nefarioue  schemes  as  far  as  in  my  power, 
until  Government  aid  us  with  such  force  as  it  maj 
deem  best  suited  to  the  purpose,  I  have  determined  to 
station  an  additional  revenue  boat  and  crews,  with  an 
active  and  enterprising  officer,  at  and  near  Fort  St. 
Philip,  and  to  increase  the  crew  of  the  boats  at  the 
Belize  and  Fort  6t,  John.  It  will,  I  thiok,  render  their 
operations  a  little  more  difficult,  and  I  confidently  rely 
on  your  approbation.  The  additional  expense  can  be 
BO  consideration.  But  no  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs  alone  can  be  effectual  in  preventing  the  tntro- 
doction  of  Africans  from  the  westward ;  to  put  a  stop 
to  that  traffic^  a  naval  force  suitable  to  those  waters  is 
indispensable ;  and  vessels  captured  with  slaves  ought 
not  to  be  brought  to  this  port,  bat  sent  to  some  other 
in  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Enclosed  you 
will  also  find  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  respecting  slaves  imported  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  Congress  of  2d  March,  1807.  The  object  and 
policy  of  this  law  require  no  comment  from  me.  Vast 
numbers  of  slaves  will  be  introduced  to  an  alarming 
extent,  unless  prompt  and  efifectoal  measures  are 
adopted  by  the  General  Government* 

<•  The  master  of  an  American  schooner  from  Havana 
reports  that  be  was  offered  a  full  freight  of  Africans  for 
this  river,  which  he  refused." 

CoLiicToa*s  OrpiGX,  Dis.  BnvirswicK,  Ga., 
Port  ofDarien,  March  14,  1818. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  per  last  mail, 
ond  to  enclose  you  pspcrs  respecting  forty-seven  Afri- 
can negroes  taken,  by  the  surveyor  of  Darien,  from 
one  Jared  £.  Groce,  on  their  way  to  the  Alabama  Ter- 
ritory, through  the  Indian  nation,  and  forty-one  others 
at  the  Creek  agency,  from  the  negro  houses  of  the 
agent  for  Indian  affairs.  It  is  a  painful  duty,  sir,  to 
express  to  you,  that  I  am  in  possession  of  undoul^ted 
information,  that  African  and  West  India  negroes  ^re 
ialmost  daily  illicitly  introduced  into  Georgia  for  sale 
or  settlement,  or  passing  through  it  to  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  for  similar  purposes ;  these  facta 
are  notorious;  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  such  ne- 
groes in  the  streeu  of  Su  Mary's,  and  such,  too,  re- 
cently captured  bgr  our  vessels  ot  war,  and  ordered  to 
^vannah,  were  illegally  bartered  by  hundvads  in  thst 
city ;  for  this  bafCering  or  bonding,  (as  it.  is  called,  but 
in  reality  selling,)  actually 4ook  place  before .  any  de* 
cision  was  passed  by  the  court  respecting  them. 

I  cannot  but  again  express  to  you,  sif,  that  these 
kregularities  and  mocking  of  the  laws,  by  men  who 
understand  them*  and  .who,  it  was  presumed,  would 
have  respected  them,  are  such,  that  it  requires  the  im- 
mediate interposition  of  Congre^  to  effect  a  suppres- 
sion of  this  traffic;  for,  as  thinge  are,  should  a  faithful 
officer  of  Government  apprehend  such  negroee»  to 
avoid  the  penalties  imposeq  by  the  laws,  the  proprie- 
tors disclaim  them,  and  some  sgent  of  the  Executive 
demands  a  delivery  of  the  same  to  him,  who  may  em- 
ploy them  as  he  pleases,  or  effect  a  sale  by  way  of  a 
lond  for  the  restoration  of  the  negroes  when  legally 
called  on  so  to  do ;  which  bond,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
he  forfeited,  as  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  so  much 
icse  than  the  value  of  the  property.  And  again,  sir, 
fu  officer  disposed  to  perform  his  trust  with  fidelity, 
IS  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  State ;  for,  to  carry  the 
intention  of  the  federal  laws  into  execution,  great  ex- 
yenses  may  be  incurred,  and  for  which  the  State 
;iMiBe  not  to  kave  made  any  provision ;  but  hae,  by  its 


own  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  Liogiblntara,  in- 
vested the  Executive  with  the  power  of  beconung  a 
speculator  on  the  exertions  and  integrity  of  each  fed- 
eral officers  as  foci  the  weight  of  their  reip^wisibiiity, 
end  who  are  willing  to  perform  their  duty.  For  ia> 
stance,  sir:  after  mvch  fatigue,  peril,  anid  expense, 
eighty-eight  Africans  are  seized  and  broaghl  hj  the 
surveyor  to  Darien ;  they  are  demanded  imncduteiy 
by  the  Governor's  agent.  And  notwithstajadtog  the 
knowledge  which  his  ExceUencj  had,  that  tfaeee  Teij 
Africans  were  for  some  weeks  within  sixty  mtlcv  of 
his  Excellency's  residence,  (the  seat  of  Government,) 
there  was  no  effort,  no  stir  made  by  him,  hie  agents, 
or  subordinate  State  officers^  to  ceiry  the  lava  into 
execution  ;  but  no  sooner  than  it  was  uadcialeod  that 
a  seizure  had  been  effected  by  an  officer  olthe  United 
States,  a  demand  is  made  for  them ;  and  it  is  not  di^ 
ficult  to  perceive,  by  a  compliance,  that  the  very  ag- 
gressors may,  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  mock  hood,  be 
again  placed  in  possession  of  the  smuggled  property, 
at  but  little  additional  expense  to  them,  but  at  the 
entire  ruin  of  the  officers  who  had  execnted,  with 
fidelity,  the  laws  they  felt  bound  to  observe.  There 
are  many  negroes,  (independent  of  those  mentioned 
as  having  been  bartered  in  Savannah,  dec,  before  any 
decision  had  passed  respecting  them,)  recently  intro- 
duced into  this  State  and  tKe  Alabama  Territory,  and 
which  can  be  apprehended.  The  undertaking  would 
be  great ;  but,  to  be  sensible  that  we  shall  possess  your 
approbation,  and  that  we  are  carrying  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Government  into  execution,  is  all  we 
wish,  and  it  shall  be  done,  independently  of  every  per- 
sonal consideration.    I  have,  dec 

WM.  I.  McINTOSH,  CoUaior. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Orawfobd, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Cox.i.xeTOB*s  Ofvics, 

Savannahf  Nocember,  1617. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  yon  that  the 
schooner  Tentative,  reported  to  be  under  Spanish 
colors,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  slaves  on 
board,  was  brought  into  this  port  on  the  19th  instant^ 
by  a  part  of  the  erew  of  the  iJnited  States  vesaef  the 
Sarahac,  John  H.  EHon  commander,  having  been  cap^ 
tared  by  said  vessel,  and  at  the  time  abandoned  by 
her  crew.  The  TentaUva  has  been  libelled  by  the 
Prootor  for  the  captors ;  and  ^e  alaves,  by  order  of 
the  court,  delivered  over  to  the  Proctor  for  the  captors 
and  the  collector  of  this  port,  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
them,  until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 
Thic  order  was  procured  by  the  Proctor  for  the  cap- 
tors, with  a  view  of  preserving  the  lives  of  the  slaves, 
they  being  destitute  of  provisions  and  clothing,  and 
must  have  periled  had  they  been  longer  at  sea. 
Four  of  them  have  already  died,  but  the  remaining 
part  of  them  have  been  so  disposed  of  as  to  insure 
comfort  to  them  for  the  presenL  Under  the  order  of 
the  court,  and  the  influence  of  humanity,  it  appears 
to  be  my  duty  to  interest  myself  for  the  sufferers; 
and,  having  an  estate  near  the  city,  I  inquired  of  my 
agent  how  many  of  these  people  he  could  accommo* 
date  with  house-room,  and  upon  bte  statement  I  have 
taken  posseseion  of  forty  in  number,  all  of  whom  I 
have  dothed,  and  chall  continue  oth^wise  to  succor; 
until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 

I  have,  Ac  '  A.  S.  BULLOCK, 

Colfedor. 

Hon.  W.  H,  Onawvonis 
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January,  1880. 


Vermont  Contested  Meetion, 


H.  OF  R. 


Extract  0fa  letter  from  the  Deputy  CoUeetor  of  Nova 
Iberia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauryt  dated 
September  37,  1818. 

'■  On  the  8th  of  July  latt.  Captain  Amelang,  with 
eighteen  of  his  company,  agreed  to  go  with  me  to  the 
Bayou  Nementoo,  to  suppress  smuggling.  On  the 
day  and  succeeding  night  after  our  arrival  there,  we 
took  thirteen  prisoners  that  came  armed  to  support 
smugglers,  dtc  The  next  day  we  took  one  of  tlieir 
vessels ;  set  some  hands  to  work  in  repairing  her,  and 
Captain  Amelung  returned  to  Nova  Iberia  for  the  bal- 
ance of  his  company ;  returned  with  them,  and  wtf 
proceeded  on  with  twenty-five  men  to  the  Bayou  Cu- 
re useau.  On  our  arrival  there  we  made  more  prison- 
ers; seized  three  African  negroes,  two  vessels,  and 
part  of  their  cargoes.  Runners  had  been  sent  ahead 
of  us,  and  five  or  six  vessels  run  out  of  the  Bayou  a 
few  days  prior  to  our  arrival  there.  A  large  number 
of  African  negroes  had  been  on  that  Bayou,  eighty  of 
which  left  there  a  short  time  before  our  arrival,  and 
about  twenty  passed  us  the  night  before  we  arrived. 
We  proceeded  down  the  Cureuseau,  and  came  round 
to  the  Bayou  Nementou.  Captain  Amelung  fur- 
nished me  with  a  lieutenant  and  eighteen  men,  and 
returned  by  land  to  Nova  Iberia  with  the  balance  of 
hie  company.  We  proceeded  with  the  vessels  down 
the  Nementou ;  met  a  felluche,  commanded  by  one  of 
Lafitte's  captains  off  the  month  of  the  Bayou.  The 
captain  took  us  for  smugglers ;  we  got  him  on  board 
of  one  of  our-  vessels,  and,  notwithstanding  his  direct- 
ing his  men,  in  French,  when  he  left  hia  own  vessel 
to  cut  their  cable  if  he  did  not  return  with  the  boat, 
run  down  our  boat,  and  kill  every  roan  on  board,  we 
boarded  her  after  tfaiey  cut  their  cable,  and  took  her 
without  the  loss  of  one  man.  Her  cargo  consists  of 
coffee,  cocoa,  refined  wax  for  candles,  oil,  dry  goods, 
and  about  ten  thousand  pounds  of  quicksilver.  I  ar- 
rived here  yesterday,  having  suffered  much.  Daring 
the  line  storm  we  lost  three  anchors,  sprung  one  mast, 
carried  away  our  yards  and  sails.  I  left  the  vessels  in 
the  Vermillion  Bay;  shall  start  immediately  to  bring 
them  round  to  this  place.  If  there  was  one  small 
cutter  on  this  coast,  she  would  be  of  great  service." 

CoLLECTOu*s  Orricx, 

Savannah,  May  22,  1817. 

Sia:  I  have  jast  received  information  from  a  source 
on  which  I  can  implicitly  rely,  that  it  has  already  be- 
come the  practice  to  introduce  into  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, across  the  '8t.  Mary's  river,  from  Amelia  Island, 
Bast  Florida,  Africans,  who  have  been  carried  into  the 
port  of  Femandina,  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  it  by 
the  Patriot  army,  now  in  possession  of  it. 

As  this  species  of  traffic  may  be  carried  on  for  an 
indefinite  period  of  time,  without  the  interposition  of 
Government,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  you 
the  earliest  advice  of  it. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  March  last,  I  instructed  Captain  Smith  to  cruise 
with  the  cutter  to  the  southward  as  far  as  St.  Mary's 
bar,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  landing  of  such 
people  on  the  seaboard  ;  but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
guard  the  St.  Mary's,  which  is  the  route  for  the  intro- 
duction of  them.  It  becomes  more  necessary  for  a 
guard  to  be  organized  by  Government,  as  this  State 
has  never  legislated  on  the  subject  of  the  importation 
of  slaves.  Were  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  giving 
compensation  in  some  manner  to  informers,  It  would 
have  a  tendency,  in  a  great  degree,  to  prevent  the 


practice.    As  the  thing  now  is,  no  dttsen  will  take 
the  trouble  of  searching  for  and  detecting  the  alaves. 
I  further  understand  that  the  evil  will  not  be  confined 
altogether  to  Africans,  but  wall  be  extended  to  the 
worst  class  of  West  India  slaves.    I  am,  dtc. 

A.  8.  BULLOCK,  Colieetor. 
Hon.  W.  H.  CaiwroKD,  Sec*  ofTreatwry* 

Collsctor's  Orricx, 

Port  of  Mobile,  October  7,  1818. 

Sir  :  It  is  understood  that  Judge  Webb,  one  of  thtf 
judges  of  the  Territory,  has  resigned.  Permit  me^  sir, 
to  suggest  the  importsnce  of  an  early  appointment  to 
the  vacancy,  in  order  that  the  person  appointed  might 
be  present  at  the  next  aession  of  the  general  court,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next.  There  are  now 
pending  befbre  that  court  a  number  of  cases  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  public  interest,  particularly 
those  of  the  three  vacant  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  slaves. 

I  hope  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States  has  inform- 
ed the  Treasury  Department  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  in  these  cases ;  not  having  seen  him  since,  I 
have  not  attempted  a  statement  oif  proceedings  to  me 
so  very  strange.  This,  however,  appears  certain,  that 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  and  the  slaves  have  been  de- 
livered on  bonds,  the  former  to  the  owners,  and  the 
slaves  to  three  other  persons.  The  grand  jury  found 
true  bills  sgainst  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  masters, 
and  a  supeicargo,  all  of  whom  are  discharged ;  why 
or  wherefore  I  cannot  say,  except  that  it  could  not  be 
for  want  of  proof  against  them. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  o(  great  importance  that 
these- cases  be  stamped  with  the  full  force  of  the  law, 
to  prevent  future  importations.  Two  of  the  vessela 
were  cleared  at  Havana,  lor  New  Orleans,  and  one  for 
this  port;  and  all  American  registered  vessels,  the fbr« 
mer  at  New  Orleans,  the  latter  at  this  port. 

Perhaps  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  these 
cases  would  render  it  expedient  to  employ  additional 
counsel  in  aid  of  the  United  States  Attorney,  as  he 
wiU  be  oppsed  by  able  lawyers  from  New  Orleans. 
Should  you  deem  this  proper,  be  pleased,  sir,  to  direct 
the  sum  which  may  be  allowed.  I  have,  dtc. 

ADDIN  LfiWIS,  Collector. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Crawford,  See,  of  Treaeury. 

THE  CONTESTED  SEAT. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  tho  remainder 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  on 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  of  Vermont. 
The  House  having  yesterday  agreed  to  the  first 
resolution,  declaring  Mr.  Merrill  not  entitled  to  a 
seat,  the  question  now  under  consideration  was  oa 
agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the  reporL 
which  declares  that  "  RoUin  C.  Mallary  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

An  earnest  debate  followed  on  this  resolution, 
which  continued  till  near  four  o'clock.  The  reso* 
lution  and  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  a  seat 
was  advocated  hy  Messrs.  Livermore,  Baldwin. 
Strong,  of  New  York,  Culpspsr,  Taylor,  and 
Gross,  of  New  York.  The  resolution  was  op- 
posed, and  of  course  the  right  of  the  applicant  to 
the  seat,  by  Messrs.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire^ 
Pindall,  Claoett,  Randolph,  Storrs,  Holmes, 
and  Anobrson. 
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The  question  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, by  yeas  and  nays;  for  the  resolution  116, 
against  it  47,  as  follows : 

YsAS^— Measn.  Abbot,  Ad»tDa,  Allen  of  Tenne«e#t 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Barboor,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brash,  Biyan,  Bnrwell,  BuUer  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clarke,  Cook,  Crowell,  Calbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Dennison, 
Dewitt,  Dowse,  Bddy,  Edwards  of  Conn.,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Enrin,  Fay, 
Tord,  Forrest,  F  oiler,  FuUerton,  Garneit,  Groes  of  New 
Tork,  Gross  of  Penn^Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall 
of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibshman,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason,  Met- 
calf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  OTerstreet,  Parker  of  Maa- 
sachttsetts,  Patterson,  Peek,  Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Shaw,  9im- 
kins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  Wendover,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood— U6. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Now  York,  An- 
derson, Ball,  Bayly,  Ba£fam,  Burton,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Clageit,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Pa?idson,  Earle,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  HBl,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  McLano  of  Delaware,  Mercer,  Mooeleyt 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pindall,  Quarks, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Slocumb,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearin- 
gen,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Upham,  and  Whitman— r47. 

So  it  was  decided  that  RoUin  C.  Mallary  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Hoose ;  and  Mr.  M.  came 
ibrwasd)  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  accord- 
ingly. 


Frioay,  January  14. 

Mr.  Rhea  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
B.  Beal,  which  was  read  .twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  and  lesal  representatives  of 
Nicholas  Vreeiand,  deceased." 

Mr.  Williams  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
tike  case  of  HenryCain,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  McLean,  of  J^entucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  recommended  in  the  said  report,  so  as 
to  make  it  read,  "  That  the  claim  of  Herty  Cain, 
for  fifVy  dollars,  be  granted ;''  when  the  repK)rt  and 
amendment  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnich  was  referred  the 
Wll  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
eertain  goods  imported  into  Castine,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was^ com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-monow. 


Mr.  Campbbll,  from  the  Committee  on  Pnnk 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petitioa  of 
James  Mackay, assignee  of  McDaiiiel,aeeonipaaiai 
with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  James  Macbr. 
of  the  Territory  of  Missoiuri ;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  tk 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  theiehe/ 
of  persons  holding  confirmed  unloeated  claims  for 
laikd  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  n- 
oorted  a  bill  supplementarv  to  '*An  aef  providing 
for  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  dis- 
charges for  faithful  services;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  same  Connmttee. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pre- 
sented on  the  10th  instant,  made  a  report  thoeon, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  residing  in  the 
Vincennes  district;  which  bill,  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to^ 
morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  an  tmfavoraUe  report  on  thep^tioBs 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Kenawfai 
and  Mason,  in  the  State  of  Virginia ;  which  wis 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
pcnrted  a  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  court  of  die 
western  district  ofVirginia;  which  was  readtwice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  ax^ 
Henry  H.  Schiefielin ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  oititled  ''An  act  au- 
thorizing {{ayment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims! 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
''  Resolution  for  the  further  distribotion  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,'^  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  Stkothbr  submitted  the  following  retolu- 

tions,  to  wit: 

1.  Reaohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMory  be 
directed  to  report,'  without  dtlatf,  to  this  Hoom,  Ciie 
actvsl  balance  in  tho  Treasury,  and  in  the  haodft  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department  and 
War  Department ;  and  the  amountv  if  any,  in  the  Trea- 
sury, sabject  to  the  control  of  the  Cominiiiionera  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  on  tbe  lit  of  January,  1829. 

2.  lUsoked,  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report,  witMoui  dday,  to  this  House,  upon 
what  principle  he  hat  estimated  the  reoeiDis  in  the 
Treasury  from  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  tbe 
year  1820. 

3.  Ruolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  without  delay ,  to  report  to  this  House,  wbst 
amount  of  the  public  debt  will  be  redeemable*  accord- 
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ing  to  Um  terms  of  Uia  oontimot,  in  the  yaare  1890, 
1831,  1822,  1823,  and  1824;  and  whatanMont  would 
be  left  of  the  SinkUg  Fond  is  each  year,  respectively, 
after  the  payment  of  the  inteiett  of  the  public  debt, 
and  the  portion  of  the  principal  which  may  be  redeem* 
able  within  the  year. 

4.  RtBohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry  be 
directed,  without  deiay,  to  report  to  this  Houae^  the 
present  jirice  of  the  stocks,  and  u^^Aer,m  At*  <i9»tntoii, 
%f  the  price  ia  above  part  it  wiii 'probably  eontinue  so 
until  the  period  at  which  the  stock  issued  in  the  late 
war  shall  become  redeemable  g  and  if,  in  his  opiaiom, 
such  should  probably  be  thefaetf  wMther  it  wonid  not 
be  advisable  to  apply  themrplns  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd 
to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  rather 
than  resort  to  loans  or  taxes. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  nigj^esled 
the  propriety  of  omitting  the  words  ^without 
delay,"  as  unusual  and  not  necessary. 

Mr.  St  A  OTHER  insisted  on  retaining  the  words, 
which  were  intended  to  ex^ass  the  wish  of  the 
Housetoharean  early  report,  and  not  as  an  intended 
departure  from  courtesy.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  then 
to  explain  his  views  in  offering  the  resolutions,  to 
show  their  propriety,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity 
of  the  information  reqtured,  to  enable  the  House 
to  act  understandingly  on  the  momentous  subject 
of  providing  fbr  the  public  exigencies. 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  to  the  fourth  resolution, 
because  the  subject  of  it  ha4  already  been  submit- 
ted  to  the  deliberatioji  and  decision  of  the  House 
by  the  Secretary  himself  in  his  annual  report,  and 
it  was  imjproper  to  refer  it  back  to  the  Secretary 
£or  his  opmion,  dlu:. 

Mr.  STftoTHai  replied  at  some  length  Ui  austaui 
the  pr«iprieiy  of  the  resolution  refcirM  to— dtatias 
that  firom  the  long  period  whieh  the  Setietery  had 
filled  his  station,  ne  mast)  fseeess^rHy  be  oetter 
qualified  by  his  experience,  as  wdl  as  by  his  politi- 
eal  acquirements  and  vigorous  mind,  to  oflbrd  the 
information  called  for,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  LowNnES  had  no  objection  to  any  of  the 
resolutions,  except  the  fourth,  and  as  the  Secretary 
would  be  able  to  furnish  promptly  the  information 
requested  by  the  others,  he  hoped  and  moved  that, 
the  words  "without  deW,"  be  stricken  out.  Mr. 
L.  was  opposed  to  the  fourth  resolution,  because 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  to  comply  with  it, 
must  necessarily  enter  into  all  the  minute  calcula* 
tion  of  probable  events  for  years  to  come,  of  peace 
and  w«r,  or  eUe  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of 
making  a  repcNrt  extrepiely  unmisfactory.  He 
thereme  moted,  to  am«id  the  fourth  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  between  the  word  ^whether," 
in  the  3d  line,  to  the  word  "whether"  in  die  8fh 
line ;  bul,  before  any  question  was  taken, 

Mr.  Batbhan  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  be  printed ;  which  motion  pre- 
vailed. 50  to  49 ;  and  the  resolutions  were  laicl  on 
the  tame  accordingly. 

CONTBdTCD  BLECTION. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  t)ie  Commlltee  of  Elec- 
tions on  the  petition  of  James  Gmym,  jun.,  contest- 
ing the  right  of  Bbenezer  Sage,  one  of^he  members 


returned  ds  elected  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  report  declares  that  Mr.  Sage  is  not  entitle 
to  a  seat,  and  that  Mr.  Guyon  is. 

[The  question  involved  m  this  case  vms  whether 
votes  which  were  given  for  James  Guyon,  Junior, 
but  returned  by  the  officer  without  the  addition  of 
"junior"  should  be  allowed  to  J.  Quyon,  jun. ;  no 
other  person  of  that  name  being  a  candidate.  These 
votes  had  been  withheld  from  Mr.  Guyon  which 
yave  Mr.  Sage  a  majority — ^by  giving  to  J.  Guyon, 

Iun..  all  these  votes  it  would  make  a  majority  in 
lis  favor.  The  Committee  decided  to.  correct  the 
error  of  the  returning  officer,  agreeably  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Rraresentatives  in  similar 
cases  heretofore.  Mr.  S.  has  not  appeared  to  claim 
the  seat.] 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this  sub- 
ject, relative  to  various  circumstances  attending 
the  election,  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  dec,  after 
whieh,  the  Committee  rose  and  rqtorted  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report,  which  de- 
cided the  petitioner  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House ; 
when  Mr.  Guyon  came  forward,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat ;  and  the  House  adjourned  to 
Monday. 

MoNOAY,  January  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  States  of  Illinois 
requesting  that  commissioners  may  be  appointea 
to  survey  and  mark  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  through  the  States  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois;  and  that  certain  lands  may 
be  set  apart  to  raise  a  f\ind  for  making  said  road^ 
whioh  resolution  was  referred  tOi  the  Commiltee 
on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Iilitxois,j[Rtnring  that  the 
clarais  to  land  of  certain  persons  m  tnat  State,  de- 
rived under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1792,  for  mintia 
services,  may  be  examined,  and  that  provision  may 
be  paade  for  their  confirmation ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
Maxwell,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
terms  of  the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
gtiiia*'  was  read  die  third  time,  and  passed. 

dVILIZATION  OF  THE  INDIANS. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
civilization  of  the  Ii^dian  tribes,  and  the  sums 
which  have  been  expended  on  that  object,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  in- 
stant; which  letter  and  report  were  ordered  to  h% 
on  the  table.    The  letter  is  as  follows : 

DxpiaTxiirT  or  Was,  Jemuary  15. 
Bin:  In ooBpUans* with  th»ffMoUitioaof  the  House 
of  ReproseatctivBS  of  the  eth  instant,  •*  thM  thofleo^ 
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TVtary  of  War  be  directed  to  report  whether  aay,  end, 
if  any,  what  progreea  haa  b^o  made  ia  the  civiiuEatioo 
of  the  ladian  tribea,  and  the  auiAf  of  money,  if  any, 
have  been  expended  on  that  object,  under  the  act  of 
the  laat  aevaion,"  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing statement : 

No  part  of  the  appropriation  of  ten  thonaand  dol* 
iara  annually,  made  at  the  last  session,  for  the  civiliza- 
-tion  of  the  Indians,  has  yet  been  applied.  The  Presi- 
dent was  of  opinion,  that  the  object  of  the  act  would 
be  more  certainly  effected,  by  app^ing  the  sum  appro- 
priated in  aid  of  the  efforts  of  societies,  or  individuals, 
who  might  feel  di9p06ed  to  bestow  their  time  and  re- 
sources to  effect  the  object  contemplated  by  it ;  and  a 
circular  (of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,)  was  ad- 
dressed to  those  individuals  and  societies  who  have  di- 
rected their  attention  to  the  civilization  of  the  Indiana. 
The  objects  of  the  circular  were  to  obtain  information, 
and  disclose  the  views  of  the  President,  in  order  to 
concentrate  and  unito  the  efforts  of  individuals  and 
•ocieliea,  in  the  mode  eontemplatod  by  the  act  of  the 
laat  aession.  The  information  collected  will  enable 
the  President  to  apply,  early  in  this  year,  the  sum  ap- 
propriated. The  economy  and  intelligence  with  which 
it  will  be  applied,  under  the  superintendeoce  of  zealoHs 
and  disinterested  individuals,  will,  it  is  hoped,  carry 
into  efiect,  as  far  aa  practicable,  the  viewa  of  Congress. 

While  many  of  the  Indian  tribca  have  acquired 
only  the  vices  with  which  a  savi^e  people  usually  be- 
come Uinted,  by  their  intercourse  with  those  who  are 
civilized,  others  appear  to  be  making  gradual  advances 
in  industrr  and  civilization.  Among  the  latter  descrip- 
tion may  be  placed  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chick- 
•saws,  and  perhaps  the  Creeks,  most  of  the  remnants 
of  the  Sis  Nations,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Wyandots,  Benecaa,  and  Shawanese,  at  Upper  8an- 
dnaky,  and  Wapakonetta.  The  Cherokees  exhibit  a 
more  favorable  appearanoe  than  any  other  tribe  of  In- 
dians. There  are  already  estabHahed  two  flourishing 
acboola  among  them.  One  at  Brainard,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  American  Board  for  Foreign 
Miasions,  at  which  there  are  at  present  about  one  hundred 
youtba  of  both  sexes.  The  institution  is  on  the  Lan- 
casterian  plan,  and  is  in  a  very  flouriahing  condition. 
Besides  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic*  the  boya  are 
tought  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  mechanic  arts, 
and  the  girls,  sewing,  knitting,  and  weaving*  At 
Spring  Place,  in  the  same  nation,  there  is  a  school  on 
a  more  limited  scale,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
United  Brethren,  or  Moravians.  Two  other  schools 
are  projected  in  the  same  nation,  one  by  the  American, 
and  the  other  by  the  Baptist  Board,  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions ;  and  arrangements  are  making  to  establish  two 
other  schools  among  that  portion  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion which  reaide  on  the  Arkanaaa.  The,  Choctaws 
and  Chickasawa  have  recently  evinced  a  strong  desire 
to  have  schools  established  among  them,  and  meaa- 
ures  have  been  taken  by  the  American  Board  for  For- 
eign Missions  for  that  purpose.  A  part  of  the  former 
nation  have  appropriated  two  thousand  dollars  annual- 
ly, out  of  their  annuity,  for  aeventeenyear^,  as  a  school 
fund.  A  part  of  the  Six  Nationa,  in  New  x  ork,  have, 
of  late,  made  considerable  improvements ;  and  the 
Wyandots,  Senecas,  and  Shawnanese^  at  Upper  San- 
duaky,  and  WapakonetU,  have,  under  the  auperin- 
tendence  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  made  considerable 
advance  in  civilization. 

AUhoogb  parUnl  advances  may  be  made,  under  the 
preaeni-  ayatem,  to  civilise  the  Indian%  I  am  of  an 


opinion,  that,  nnlil  there  is  a  radical  chanipe  in  the 
ayatem,  any  efibrts,  which  may  be  made,  mnat  faU 
ahort  of  complete  success.  They  moat  be  brought 
gradually  under  our  authority  and  lawa,  or  they  will 
insensibly  waato  away  in  vice  and  miaery .  It  is  impos- 
aible,  with  their  customs,  that  they  diould  exist  as  in- 
dependent communities,  in  the  midst  of  civilised  society. 
They  are  not,  In  fact,  an  independent  people,  (I  speak 
of  those  surrounded  by  our  population,}  oor  ought 
they  to  be  ao  conaidered.  They  should  be  takes 
under  our  guardianship;  and  our  opinion,  and  not 
theirs,  ought  .to  prevail,  in  measures  intended  iot  their 
civilisation  and  happinea.  A  pyatem  leaa  vigorous  maj 
protract,  bot  cannot  arrest  their  fate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
HoK.  H.  Clat, 

hpwker  House  of  Rtp9, 


(ciBciri.Aa.) 

DSFAATXSKT  OF  WXB,  ScpU  :%  1819. 

Sia :  In  order  to  render  the  sum  of  lea  thousand 
doUara  annually  appropriated  at  the  last  aession  of  Con- 
gress for  the  civilization  of  the  Indiana,  aa  extensive- 
ly beneficial  as  possible,  the  Pkeaident  is  of  an  opinion, 
that  it  ought  to  be  applied  in  co-operation  with  the 
exertions  of  benevolent  associations  or  individuals,  who 
may  choose  to  devote  their  time  or  meana  to  effect  the 
object  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congreas.  Bot  it 
will  be  indispenssble,  in  order  to  apply  any  portion  of 
the  sum  appropriated  in  the  manner  proposed,  that 
the  plan  of  education,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic,  ahonid,  in  the  instruction  of  boys,  ex- 
tend to  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  agri- 
culture, and  of  auch  of  the  mechanic  arte  svited  to  the 
condition  of  the  Indiana ;  and  in  that  of  the  girls,  to 
spinning,  weaving,  and  sevring.  It  is  also  indiapensa- 
ble  that  the  establishment  should  be  fixed  within  the 
limito  of  thoee  Indian  nationa  who  border  on  oor  set- 
tlements. Such  aasociations,  or  individuals,  who  are 
already  actually  engaged  in  educating  the  Indians, 
and  who  may  deaire  the  co-operation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, will  report  to  the  Department  of  War,  to  be  laid 
before  the  President*  the  location  of  the  institutions 
under  their  superintendence;  their  funds;  the  number 
and  kind  of  teachers ;  the  number  of  youths  of  botk 
sexes ;  the  objects  which  are  actually  embraced  in  their 
plan  of  education ;  and  the  extent  of  the  aid  which 
they^requure;  and  auch  institutions  as  are  Ibrmed,  but 
have  not  gone  into  actual  operation,  wiK  report  the 
extent  of  their  funds ;  the  pIsces  at  which  they  intend 
to  make  their  eatabliahmenU  \  the  whole  number  oi 
youths,  of  both  sexes,  whieh  they  intend  to  edncale ; 
tho  number  and  kind  of  leaehers  to  be  employed ;  the 
plan  of  education  adopted ;  and  the  extent  of  the  aid 
required. 

This  information  will  be  aeceasaty  to  enable  the 
Preaident  to  determine  whether  the  appiepriation  of 
Congress  ought  to  be  applied  in  co-operation  with  the 
institutions  which  may  request  it,  and  to  make  a  just 
distribution  of  the  sum  appropriated. 

In  proportion  to  the  meana  of  the  Government,  co- 
operation will  be  extended  to  such  institutiona  aa  may 
be  approved,  sa  well  in  erecting  necessary  buildings, 
aa  in  their  current  expenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
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THE  FINANCES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stbotber, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
sabmitted  by  him  on  Friday — the  question  being 
on  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
LowHnES. 

The  first  amendment  for  striking  out  the  words 
'*  without  delay,"  was  agreed  to  witnout  a  division. 

Mr.  Strother  opposed  the  second  amendment, 
imposing  to  strike  out  that  {Mirt  of  the  4th  resolu- 
tion which  requires*  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  whether,. if  the  price  of  stock  is 
above  par,  it  will  probably  continue  so  until  the 
period  at  which  the  stock  istued  in  the  late  war 
becomes  redeemable,  ^.  He  contended  that  the 
Secretary,  from  his  superior  information  and  con- 
stant attention  to  the  subject,  which  no  member  of 
this  House  was  able  to  bestow  on  it.  would  be  able 
to  give  such  opinions  as  would  enlignten  the  House 
on  the  subject,  and  form  such  data  as  would  ena- 
ble it  to  arrive  at  a  more  correct  judgment  in  the 
important  measures  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
nation ;  that,  if  the  Secretary  did  not  choose  to 
hazard  an  opinion  on  the  probable  price  of  the 
stocks  four  years  hence,  he  might  safely  do  it  as  to 
the  present  and  next  year,  dbc.  Mr.  S.  extended 
his  arguments  and  the  illustration  of  his  opinions 
to  considerable  length,  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tions, in  the  shape  and  to  the  extent  in  which  he 
had  ofi[ered  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  was  customary 
to  ask  of  the  Secretaries  a  statement  of  &cts,  but 
very  seldom  their  opinions,  on  public  matters.  On 
this  subject,  however,  the  Secretar^r  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  fully  communicated  his  views,  with  the 
facts,  in  his  annual  report.  Mr.  S.  went  into  an 
examination  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  and  the  price  of  stocks,  to  show  that 
there  would  be  two  millions  and  a  half  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  inapplicable  to  payii^  the  public 
debt  in  the  year  1821,  and  the  sum  offive  millions 
the  subsequent  years^  d^.,  until,  in  18S4,  there 
would  be  a  surplus  of  twenty  miliion.s  accruing  to 
this  fund.  Mr.  S.  took  this  view,  and  an  exami- 
nation of  the  Secretary's  report,  to  suoport  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  greatly  preferable  to  use 
this  money,  otherwise  lying  dead  in  the  Treasury, 
instead  of  borrowing  for  the  puMic  exigencies ;  ar- 
guing that  the  public  debt  had  been  discharged 
more  rapidly  than  was  expedient,  and  that  it  would 
be  wise  and  prudent  to  abstract  the  surplus  of  the 
next  year  at  least  from  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
national  use.  He  took,  also^  a  view  of  various 
circumstances  which  affect  the  price  of  stocks,  and 
make  it  extremely  fluctuating,  to  show  that  there 
was  no  divining  the  price  at  any  particular  period 
a  year  hence,  £c. 

Mr.  Strotb BR  rejoined^  and  further  maintained 
his  opinions^  that  the  intelligent  public  agent, 
whose  attention  had  been  for  years  applied  to-  a 
particular  subject,  would  be  able  to  give  opinioiis 
which  might  enlighten  the  House  in  forming  its 
decisions  on  that  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  LowMDEe,  and  agreed  to. 


Mr.  Floyd  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words  which  require  the  Secre- 
tary to  state  the  actual  balance  *'  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  the  War  Department,"  inasmucn  as  these  bal« 
ances,  having  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as  agent  for 
the  other  departments,  were  now  beyond  Hie  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary,  Ac. 

Mr.  Strother  opposed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
to  obviate  the  objections  to  it. 

The  motion  was  lost ;  and  after  some  objections 
by  Mr.  Cobb,  to  the  second  resolution,  which  were 
answered  by  Messrs.  Lowndks  and  Foot,  the 
three  first  resolutions  were  successively  agreed  to 
without  a  division.  • 

The  question  being  put  on  agreeii^g  to  the  4th 
resolution,  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  report  the  price  of  the  public  stocks,  with 
his  opinion  "  whemer  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  an- 
nual expenses  of  the  Government,  rather  than  re- 
sort to  loans  and  taxes" — 

Mr.  JoHNaoN,  of  Virginia,  protested  against  the 
passa^  of  this  resolution.  It  was  proper  to  keep 
the  different  branches  of  Government  as  separate 
and  distinct  as  the  Constitution  had  made  them. 
However  great  the  harmony  which  existed  be- 
tween the  various  branches,  and  however  great 
the  talents  of  any  individual  called  to  fill  a  parti- 
cular department,  was  it  right,  Mr.  J.  inquired,  to 
ask  of  an  ofilcer  of  a  department  his  opinion  ?  He 
entertained  the  high^t  respect  for  the  talents  and 
the  integrity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  when  he  looked  at  this  body, 
the  representatives  or  ten  millions  of  people,  callea 
on  to  decide  questions  of  policy,  he  could  not  aflnree 
it  was  necessary  to  ask  for  the  opinion  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive oi&cet  to  direct  their  steps.  The  House 
was  bound  to  perform  certain  duties,  and  it  was 
propK*  to  call  for  facts  if  they  were  reauisite ;  and, 
if  with  these  they  could  not  act  wisely,  let  them 
bear  the  responsibility.  Mr.  J.  repeated  that  he 
wished  every  department  of  the  Government  to 
keep  within  the  orbit  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  was  glad  to  find  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had,  in  making  his  annual  report,, 
observed  a  becoming  conduct  in  speaking  to  Con- 
gress; thou|[h  he  had  spoken  freely  and  f uUy  of 
facts  and  circumstances,  he  had  abstained  from 
givitts  an  opinion  where  it  was  not  necessary ;  this 
was  tne  case  in  the  part  which  related  to  the  do- 
mestic manufactures,  which  Mr.  J.  read  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  had  avoided  intimating  an 
opinion. 

In  reference  to  taxes,  Mr.  J.  adverted  to  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  recommending  their  repeal, 
and  pledging  himself  that,  whenever  it  should  be- 
come necessary  again  to  resort  to  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes,  he  would  recommend  it  to  Congress. 
Mr.  J.  was  sorry  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  had  been 
recommended  by  the  President  because  it  wasun- 
necessaiy ;  it  was  reposed  in  thi»  House  to  jtidce 
when  taxes  were  necessary,  and  when  they  nugM 
be  repealed;  and  he  wished  the  opinion  of  no  fiz- 
ectttive  officer  as  to  the  policy  of  mnasures  con- 
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was  always  spent  according  to  the  soundest  pfia- 
ciples  of  prudence  and  economy^-economy^  did 
not  consist  in  the  mere  saving  of  money — ^this  was 
often  the  very  reverseof  a  just  economy. 

Mr.  LivEBM0R£,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  and  instead  of  giving  ten 
per  cent,  he  would  be  willing  to  refuse  any  extra 
compensation  at  all  for  this  service.  In  New 
Hampshire  the  officeijs  could  make  twenty  dollars 
a  day  by  taking  tbe  census,  and  the  returns  of 
manufacturing  establishments  would  be  generally 
made  out  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  doing 
nothing  else.  By  attending  on  a  market  day,  he 
observed,  the  agents  could,  in  some  cases,  enter 
three  thousandpersons  in  a  day ;  the  pay  iot  which 
would  be  a  sumcient  compensation  tor  all  the  ser- 
vices required  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  obwrved  that 
whatever  mignt  be  the  case  in  the  Northern  States, 
it  was  very  different  in  the  Southern.  In  the  lat^ 
ter,  a  marshal  could  often  not  take  down  one  hun- 
dred inhabitants  in  a  day.  The  assistant  would 
have  often  to  ride  thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day,  to 
provide  and  support  his  none,  dbc.  For  this,  and 
the  duties  required  by  the  bill,  which  Mr.  S.  stated 
in  detail,  the  proposed  allowance  of  twenty  p^ 
cent,  would  be  hy  no  means  too  much. 
.  The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  McCoy'r  motion, 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  A!(£ACBR  then^  in  conformity  with  the  views 
which  he  had  submitted  on  the  motion  just  deci- 
ded, moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  that  there  should 
take  place  a  distinct  enumeration  and  xeturn  of 
the  persons  en^a^ed  in  the  professions  of  ^  law, 
physic,  and  divmity ;"  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  40. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  a^dding 
a  clause  requiring  the.assistants  to  include  in  their 
returns  "  such  stf^tistical  details  of  the  apiculture 
of  the  said  districts,  territories,  and  divisions,  as 
shall  ascertain  the  quantity  of  arable  and  inarabJ^e 
land  in  each;  of  the  arable  land,  the  quantity 
cleared  and  in  cultivation ;  and  of  the  latter,  the 
number  of  acres  in  each  spctcies  of  culture,  with 
the  average  annual  product  per  acre." 

Among  other  reasons  for  this  amendment,  Mr, 
M.  remarked,  that  by  imposing  this  duty  on  the 
agents,  a  greater  correctness  was  insured  to  the 
returns  of  the  other  subjects,  as  the  agents  would 
be  compelled  to  go  about  ana  make  an  actual  and 
pKurticuIar  inquiry,  instead  of  taking  their  informa* 
tion  on  the  word  of  neighbors,  &c.  The  addi- 
tional information  required  would  not  in  each 
ca^e  consume  more  than  four  or  five  minutesi  and 
it  would  go  far  towards  that  fullness  and  perfec- 
tion in  the  statistical  information  of  the  country 
which  he  so  much  desired  to  see  complete. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  without 
further  debate,  and  also  decided  in  the  n^ative. 

Mr.  Storrs  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
insert  a  provision  to  reouire  the  assistants  to  re- 
turn the  number  of  "dwelling-houses." 

Mr.  Bloomfield  moved  to  amend  the  schedule 
in  the  bill  so  as  to  make  the  returns  embrace  the 
number  of  free  white  males  between  the  ages  of 
18  and  26,  instead  of  betw#en  16  voA  d6,  soi  at  to 


exhibit  the  number  Uable  to  be  enrolled,  and  to 
show  how  far  the  militia  retdms  of  the  Stato 
were  correct,  6uc, 
■  Some  objection  being  made  to  this  amendment 
in  its  present  shape,  by  Messrs.  Campbell  and 
Whitman,  the  motion  was  modified  by  Mr.  Bloom- 
pisLu  so  as  to  provide  a  separate  and  additional 
column  in  the  schedule,  for  the  eBumeiation  of 
^^fx%^  white  males  from  16  to  18  inclusive;''  and 
thus  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

An  amendment  was  adopted,  on  motion  t^  Mi, 
Sampson,  in  the  clause  directing  the  return  of 
manufactures,  to  except  expressly  "household  man- 
ufactures." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 


Weonesoay,  January  19. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  an  in- 

?uiry  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  Archibald 
'rew,  a  collector  of  the  revenue^  in  North  Caro- 
lina, a  commission  on  nineteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  collected  by  him  on  a  warrant  issued 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  made  a  teponi 
unfavorable  thereto;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  supplementarv  to  the 
severatacts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  cudms  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Anoerbon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  fro9i  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 110  to  27. 

Mr.  Baluwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  regulating  the  parment  (d 
duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  m  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Como^ittee  of  the  Whole  to-muonow. 

Mr.  BALnwiN,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  merchan- 
dise at  auction ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Wht^e  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  last  reported. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  rqiort 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  resjiecting  the  term* 
of  the  oontmct  for  the  transportation  of  the  troopb 
ordered  up  the  Missouri  river,  rendered  in  obeiu- 
ence  to  the  resolution  of  the  10th  instant;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to 
the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  on  Lake  Srie,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  rendered  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  or  this  House  of  the  26th  of  Feh- 
ruary  last;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  tte 
CoBunittea  on  Roads  niad  GiuoaIs* 
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Th$  Slave  Trad^^Loua  in  the  SeminoU  War. 


H.  opR 


THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  CuTBBERT,  of  GeoTffia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

**  Regoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  SUto  Trade 
be  instracted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  e«tab- 
liihing  a  regiatrj  of  ulaves,  more  effectually  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  slaree  into  the  United  States  or  the 
territoriea  thereof." 

Mr.  C.  obserred,  that  it  was  known  we  had  an 
existinif  law  on  this  subject ;  the  execution  of  this 
law  depended  principally  on  the  national  ressels, 
but,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  coast  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States,  slare  ships  might  frequently  elude  the 
Tigilance  of  the  public  vessels,  and  throw  their 
cargoes  amongst  our  black  population,  and  thus 
escaping  the  jiossibtlity  of  being  discovered,  the 
law  might  be  violated  with  impunity.  By  a  register 
of  the  slaves  of  the  country,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, it  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  would 
be  Dracticable,  more  effectually  to  enforce  the  acts 
pronibtting  the  slave  trade,  and  preserve  the  char- 
acter of  the  country  from  reproach. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  xnow  of  the  gentleman 
who  offered  this'  resolntioxK  whether  the  object 
was,  that  the  pronrietors  or  shves  in  the  Umted 
States  should  be  ooliged  to  furnish  to  this  Govern- 
ment or  any  officer  thereof,  a  register  of  their  slaves, 
and  to  repeat  this  register  annually,  or  at  other 
periods — ^thus  keeping  this  property  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  Cdthbebt  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  Con- 
stitution had  authorized  Congress  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves :  and,  having  given  this  au- 
tiiority,  thef  had  the  power  to  use  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  execute  that  authority.  If  the  law  al- 
ready enacted,  depending  chiefly  on  the  national 
vessels  for  its  execution,  appeared  insufficient,  it 
was  proper  to  inquire  wnat  other  measures  were 
necessai^  to  effect  the  object.  It  had  occurred  to 
him  that  if  an  office  wer«  established  to  register 
and  identify  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  country, 
the  Government  would  be  able  better  tp  execute 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  '  The  €iovernment,  Mr. 
C.  said,  had  a  right  to  tax  this  property,  and  for 
this  purpose,  an  acetNint  and  retum  of  than  w«s 
necenary;  nor  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in 
fumishinff  such  a  description  as  wouM  sufficiently 
identify  Uiem..  ^ueh  a  description  and  registry 
were  made  to  identify  soldiers,  when  enlisted  in 
the  service,  and  no  difficulty  was  found  in  it. 
This,  however,  was  a  proposition  for  inuuiry 
merely,  and  if  it  were  not  manifestly  foolisn  or 
mischievous,  it  ought  to  be  granted.  In  this  stage 
of  the  business,  he  did  not  conceive  it  proper  to 
enter  further  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Randolki  had  not  the  slightest  disposition 
to  impute  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution  any  object 
either  foolish  or  mischievous^-he  would  be  the  last 
man  to  do  so.  Mr.  R.  said  he  trusted  that  his  zeal 
for  the  suppression  of  this  detestable  traffic  was  not 
surpassed  Dy  that  of  any  man  in  the  naticm.  It 
was  true  the  United  States  possessed  the  power  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  slave  trade;  but  ne  could 
not  go  with  Mr.  Cotbbebt,  quite  so  ftir  as  to 
admit  that  the  United  States  were  completely  at 
tibcTtf  to  select  their  meaoa.    He  was  the  last  man 


willing  to  stifle  inquiry  ;  he  had  never  refused  an 
inquiry,  when  asked  for ;  but,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  this  may  be,  in  another 
shape,  a  question  which  had  unfortunately  too 
often  agitated,  and  ought  again  agitate,  this  body — 
he  meant  the  definitiveness  of  the  powers  of  this 
Government.  He  denied  that  the  Gk>vernment 
had  power  to  do  that,  under  the  plea  of  mcons, 
whicD  it  could  not  under  that  of  ends.  It  was  by 
this  hocus  pocus,  this  legerdemain,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment found  itself  enabled  to  create  a  great  bank, 
the  happy  consequences  of  which  wc  were  now 
reaping.  Where  was  the  use,  he  asked,  of  any 
limitation  at  all  ?  for,  when  we  want  to  do  any 
thing,  we  have  only  to  call  it  means  nece^isary  for 
authorized  purposes.  The  English  of  this,  said 
Mr.  R.,  is,  tnat  we  may  help  ourselves  to  as  much 
power  as  we  please.  Against  this  doctrine  and 
this  practice^  he  protested  $  this  was  a  Govenunent 
of  limited  powers.  It  was  true,  this  descr^ition  of 
proper^  nusht  be  taxed,  but  in  what  qnidity  was 
U  taxea  ?  As  a  qpecies  of  property  convenient  to 
have  a  tax  imposed  on  it  when  a  direct  tax  was 
assessed  in  the  United  States — ^it  was*  not  af^  excite 
sive  tax  upon  this  property^  and  the  Government 
had  no  right  to  tax  it  exclusively.  Under  his  pres- 
ent impressions,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  not  go  fur- 
ther than  to  consent  to  the  inquiry  being  made ; 
and  he  did  some  violence  to  his  feelings  in  going 
so  far.  In  exterminating  the  slave  trade,  Mr.  R. 
said,  he  would  join  heart  and  hand  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  so  Ions  as  they  confined 
themselves  to  the  means  whicn  the  Constitution 
gave  them ;  he  would  loin  him,  if  he  chose,  in 
carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  countrv,  even 
into  Africa,  and  endeavor  to  put  it  down  tnere,  so 
they  did  not  ^o  beyond  the  definite  landmarks  of 
the  Constitution.  In  any  thing  he  said,  Mr.  R. 
disclaimed  any  intention  to  impugn  the  motives  or 
vieifs  of  the  gentleman  from  Gracagia — ^he  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  that  gentleman's  character, 
and  his  principles,  to  permit  himself  to  question 
diem. 

Mr.  CuTBEfiRT  rose  to  say  that  he  saw  no  danger 
in  a  resolution  of  this  kind ;  it  proposed  no  step  to 
the  House,  but  merely  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  a  certain  object.  The  simple  preliminary 
inquiry  was,  had  the  House  a  right  to  legislate  on 
this  subject^  and  were  the  existing  laws  deficient 
The  iaefficiencr  of  the  laws  was  manilest,  and  it 
was  proposed  toat  a  committee  inquire  whether 
they  can  offer  a  remedy  sanctioned  by  the  Coa- 
stitution  of  the  country,  which  the  unhappy  con- 
dition of  the  victims  of  the  practice  referred  to 
called  for.  He  could  not  enter  into  the  details  of 
the  subject  to  inquire  whether  the  Constitution 
would  be  violated;  it  was  sufficient  that  the  Con- 
stitution authorized  the  House  to  legislate  on  it,  Aa, 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  further 
opposition. 

LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  agreed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jonas,  of  Tennesseei,  by  a  vote  of  63  to  57^  to  re- 
sume the  coasidenition  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost, 
captured,  and  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war. 
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An  animated  diseUssion  again  took  place  on  the 
merits  of  this  bfll,  and  on  various  propositions  to 
change  or  amend  its  provisions.  Some  of  the 
Wst  prominent  motions  only  are  noticed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  an  nnsueeessfiil 
motion  to  recommit  tne  bill  with  the  view  of  in- 
troducing certain  amendments. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  strijce  out  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  the  following  substitute: 

^*  Thnt  when  any  horse,  mul«,  wagon,  cart,  harness, 
or  other  property  of  any  inbabitaiit  or  iahabilanU  of 
the  United  States,  has  been  impressed  or  taken  by 
public  authority,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  or 
for  the  use  or  subsistence  of  the  army  thereof,  during 
the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  the  same 
shall  hare  been  lost,  destroyed,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  ralue  thereot 

*<  Sac.  3.  And  he  it  fwrtker  enaeiedt  That  any  per- 
son who,  in  the  late  war  albresald,  has  snstchied 
dbaiage  fay  the  loss  or  dastnioliaa  of  any  horse,  mule, 
wagon*  caity  or  hamesa,  while  snch  property  was  in 
the  mititaiy  service  of  tha  United  Staiea,  either  by  im- 
piMsmeat  or  onntnct  by  or  under  the  authority  of  tha 
same,  eaoept  in  cases  where  the  risk  to  which  the  pro- 
perly would  be  exposed  wa*  agreed  to  be  incnrrea  by 
the  owoer,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  Joaa  or  desirao- 
tion  was  without  any  fault  or  negligence  on  the  pait 
of  the  owner,  or  who  has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss 
of  a  wagon,  or  harness,  in  consequence  of  the  impress- 
ment of  the  horses  belonging  thereto,  by  public  au- 
thority, for  the  use  of  the  army,  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  value  thereof. 

<«Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  Tfiat  it  shall 
bo  the  duty  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment to  dedde  upon  all  eases  ariiing  under  this 
act,  under  ettoh  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  for  the  War  Department;  and 
a  certificate  of  hu  decision  and  adjudication  in  favor 
of  any  daim,  duly  signed  by  the  said  Auditor,  shall 
entitle  the  cUipiaat  or  his  legal  representative  to  pay- 
meat  of  the  aaHNiat  themo^  at  the  Treasory  of  the 
United  SUtes." 

Mr.  C.  earnestly  supported  this  amendment,  and 
it  gave  rise  to  much  discussion,  but  was  finally 
rejected. 

Mr.  McCor  next  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  proviso,  "that,  in  the  settlement  of  ac- 
^  counts  for  horses  lost  in  said  war  by  the  mounted 
'  volunteers,  the  sum  paid  to  each  individual  for  the 
*  use  and  risk  of  his  horse  shall  be  deducted  fhnn 
'  the  value  of  the  horse  j"  whioh  Amendment,  after 
some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  CAimoN  and  Jonb6 
opposed  it,  was  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Cobb,  Cannon, 
Stobrb,  Johnson,  of  Viiiginia,  BABBOva,  Pin- 
VAirL,  MoCoY,  Walkbh,  of  North  Carolina,  Mbr- 
GBR  and  FooT)  took  part  in  the  discussion,  which 
continued  till  near  4  o'clock — of  whom  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Cannon,  and  Jonbb,  were  friendly  to 
the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Pinoall,  McCoy,  Storrs, 
Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Mercer,  and  Foot,  op- 
posed to  it. 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  ordering  die 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  For  engrossing  the  bill 
64,  against  it  90.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Thurso  AY,  January  20. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  petition  of  soadry 
inhabitants  on  the  west  branch  of  White  river,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  stating  that  a  certain  pan 
of  said  branch  has  been  included  in  the  fractional 
sections  of  land»  and  sold  to  individuals,  by  which 
the  free  navigation  of  the  same  has  become  ob- 
structed, and  praying  that  measures  wmj  be  taken 
to  preserve,  to  the  copmunity  at  laroe,  the  free 
navigation  of  the  said  branch. — ^Reforred  to  ti&e 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Btrotbbr,  the  menMNrial, 
calculations^  and  other  doci^meatsi  which  have 
been  heretofore  laid  before  this  Hou^  by  William. 
Lambert,  relative  to  the  establishmeat  of  a  first 
meridian  in  the  City  of  Washiuf^n,  wcfe  xefei- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  firom  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  S.  Jones,  ana  Richard  Buckaer,  jumor, 
administrators  of  William  Joaes ;  which  was  read 
twiccL  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  £ai  the  n- 
Uef  of  Martha  Flood. 

Mr.  SkCROSANT,  from  the  Conmiittae  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, report^  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wikox; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SiLSBES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afi^irs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James 
Merrill,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Merrill ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baluwin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  a  salary  ,to  the  marshal 
and  district  attorney  of  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  northern  district  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Rst^hed,  That  Che  ComaMltae  on  tha  Jadidsry  ba 
iostrQCled  to  inipiireiato  tha  expediency  ofiagaUtiBg 
by  law  tiM  eleclisn  and  retoms  Isr  Seprasantalives  in 
the  Congress  of  the  Dnaed  Slates. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  taking  the 
fourth  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Uaitea  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
poBsed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  William  Mcintosh 
passed  tltfough  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  Chair,^  on  the 
merits  of  which  a  good  deal  of  discussioB  took 
pdaoe ;  and,  being  reported  to  the  House,  the  ques- 
tion for  ei^rossing  the  bill  (br  a  third  reading  was 
negatived,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Cwumttee  X3€  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of 
the  Coimnittee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  peti* 
tion  of  Jacob  Purkill.  [Praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  debars  for  his 
negro  mim  A^ehy,  who  died,  as  is  alleged,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  disease  contracted  by  wondng  in  the 
mud  and  mire  at  New  Orleans,  under  the  order  of 
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DiMriet  of  Columbia. 


H.  OP  R. 


Greneral  Jackson,  who  had  impressed  him  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.] 

This  report  was  opposed  warmly  hj  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, who  moved  to  reverse  it,  so  as  to  make  a 
decision  in  favor  of  the  petitioner;  and  the  report 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Metcalf.  Mr.  McLean's  motion 
was  finally  negatived  ;  and 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was 
subsequently  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
respecting  the  balances  of  moneys  unexpended  on 
the  27th  of  December  last,  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer,  as  asent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment ;  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  27th  December  last ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  ano- 
ther letter  from  theSecretaryof  War,  transmitting  a 
report,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  requiring  him  to 
state  whether,  in  pursuance  of  me  act  of  the  I8th 
of  March,  1818,  any  pensions  have  been  granted, 
which,  for  reasons  he  will  state,  ought  not  to  have 
been  granted,  and  what  course  has  been  pursued 
in  relation  to  such  pensions,  or  those  to  whom 
they  may  have  been  granted,  and  the  number  and 
names  of  those  who  have  been  placed  upon  the 
pension  list  from  each  State  under  the  said  law ; 
and  also  the  relations  adopted  by  the  War  De- 
partment, in  reletiod  to  the  examination  and  ad- 
mission of  claims  for  pensions  under  said  act; 
which  letter  and  report  were  also  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  following  Menage  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tbb  United  States  : 

To  the  House  of  ReprtBentatitea  of  the  United  Stdie*  .• 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatiyes,  requesting  me  "  to  lay  before  it,  at 
as  early  a  day  as  may  be.  convenient,  an  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  several  sums  appropriated  for 
building  fortifications,  from  the  year  1816  to  the  year 
1819y  inclusive ;  indicating  the  places  at  which  works 
of  defence  have  been  begun ;  the  magnitude  of  the 
works  contemplated  at  each  place ;  their  present  con- 
dition,-the  amount  already  expended;  and  the  esti- 
mated amount  requisite  for  the  completion  of  each ; 
also,  the  mode  by  which  the  fortifications  are  baiit-^ 
by  contract,  or  otherwise :"  I  now  transmit  to  the 
House  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom 
the  Mid  resolution  was  referred,  which,  with  the  doca- 
menta  accompanying  it,  contains  all  the  information 
required.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WASBiKOTOir,  January  19,  1830. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  tahle. 

The  rq)ort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
Yorahle  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Camp,  who 
prays  to  he  placed  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
Itevolationary  pension  act  of  March,  1818,  from 
which  he  is  excluded  on  account  of  not  having 
been  on  the  <*  Continental  Establishment,"  thougn 
he  had  served  several  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia, 
who  stated  the  circumstances  of  tnis  case,  and 
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wished  it  to  be  maturely  considered  and  decided, 
inasmuch  as  there  were  numerous  cases  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  in  the  country — of  men  strongly  enti- 
tled, by  their  services  in  the  Revolution,  to  the 
benefits  of  the  act.  but  who  are  eicluded,  because 
they  come  not  witnin  the  law,  not  having  been  on 
what  is  technically  called  the  '^  Continental  Es- 
tablishment." 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Arcber,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as 
that  the  expenses  of  the  jurors  and  witnessee  attend* 
ing  the  circuit  court,  in  all  cases  except '  such  as  are 
cognisable  in  a  district  or  other  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  counties 
of  Alexandria  and  Washington. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Connittee  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  ha  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ejipediency 
of  allowing  to  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  court  the  same 
fees,  in  all  cases,  except  in  causes  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdictiout  as  were  allowed  to  the  clerks  of 
the  county  courts  within  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  before  the  cession  of  the  said  District ;  and 
also  into  the  expediencv  of  repealing  so  much  of  the 
laws  of  the  Uaited  States  as  gUe  a  daily  compensa- 
tion to  the  district  attorney,  clerks,  and  marshal,  for 
their  attendance  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

3.  Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
so  much  of  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  clerks 
and  marshals  of  the  sereral  judicial  districts  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  marshal  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  when  attending  the  said  courts^  as  gives  to 
the  said  clerks  and  marshals  a  daily  compenaation 
during  the  session  o(  the  said  courts. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
in  all  personal  demands  for  debts  to  fifty  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  costs,  allowing  an  appeal  from  the  decisions 
of  said  justices  to  the  circuit  court,  and  trial  by  jufy. 

In  offering  these  resolutions  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  Mr.  Archer  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
few  words  of  explanation.  His  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  object  of  the  first  resolution  by  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  in 
conformity  with  a  resolution  adopted  some  days 
since  by  tne  House,  calling  for  information  as  to 
the  sums  expended  for  holding  courts  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  since  the  assumption  of  juri&- 
dictioii  by  Congress  over  it.  By  this  report,  it 
appeared  that  there  had  been  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury, during  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  three  thousand  dollars ; 
that,  during  the  last  ^ix  years,  ^hese  expenses  had 
been  annually  increasinjp; — a  greater  sum  being  paid 
last  year  than  at  anv  former  period.  The  report 
stated  the  sum  paid  tor  the  year  1819,  to  be  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars.  These  sums  were  applied 
to  the  payment  of  jurors  and  witnesses  attending 
the  courts  on  criminal  prosecutions,  in  cases  where 
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the  United  S  tates  feikd  in  the  prosecution.  Before 
the  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  by  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  these  expenses,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  leried 
on  the  property  or  the  counties,  and  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury.  No  part  qf  them  was  ever 
defrayed  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  States ;  and  no 
reason  could  be  assigned  why  we  should  defray 
the  expenses  arising  from  the  administration  oi 
justice  in  this  District,  that  would  not  equally  op- 
erate in  favor  of  the  same  policy  towards  the  most 
distanX  county  in  the  United  States.  It  was  true, 
that,  as  far  as  regarded  suits  which  were  of  such 
a  character  as  would  be  cognizable  befc^e  any 
district  or  other  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
it  would  be  proper  that  the  United  States  should 
bear  the  expenses  incidental  to  their  adjudication 
in  the  courts;  and  he  did  not  propose,  in  that 
respect,  by  the  resolution,  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween this  District  and  other  judicial  diitricts  of 
the  United  States. 

With  re^rd  to  the  second  resolution,  Mr.  A. 
said,  his  object  was  to  reduce  the  fees  of  the  clerks 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District.  He  had  been 
informed  (and  he  did  not  doubt  the  correctness  of 
his  information)  that  the  number  of  suits  instituted 
to  a  term  varied  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  in  the  circuit  court  for  Wash- 
ington county,  and  that  the  fees  were  extrava- 
gantly high,  being  the  same  by  law  as  those  in  the 
oistric  t  court  of  Maryland.  The  fees  in  that  court, 
by  the  act  of  1799,  were  to  be  the  same  as  in  the 
highest  court  bf  Maryland.;  and^  after  being  taxed 
thus  high,  the  clerk  has  the  privilu^e,  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  of  adding  one-third  to  the  amount.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  said  Mr.  A.,  he  is  to  have  a 
oconpensation  for  his  attendance  on  the  courts  of 
five  dollars  per  day.  Mr.  A.  presumed  this  per 
4iam  had  originally  been  allowed  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  number  of  suits  instituted  in  the 
courts  would  be  so  small  that  the  fees  would  not 
enaMe  the  courts  to  procure  clerks  of  capacity,  and 
therefore  it  was  deemed  necessary  \o  sire  this 
allowance.  The  daily  compensation  allowed  to 
the  Marshal  and  District  Attorney,  Mr.  A.  thought, 
rested  upon  no  better  grounds.  Their  fees  were 
considerate,  and  their  ofiSces  profitable :  and  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  ofiSce  of  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Washington  county  was,  as  at 
present  organized,  one  of  the  most  lucrative  offi- 
ces in  the  united  States.  He  believed  that,  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  fees  as  authorized  by  law 
fo  be  taxed,  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
District  was  more  expensive  than  m  any  portion 
of  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  third  resolution,  Mr.  A  ob* 
served,  that  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
I^and,  Connecticut,  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  aird  Pennsylvania,  the  officers  of  the  court 
named  in  the  resolution  received  no  daily  compen- 
sation. He  presumed  the  reason  for  this  variance 
in  our  laws  was,  that  in  these  States  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  business  of  the  court  would  furnish 
a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  officers,  without 
a  payment  of  any  sum  to  them  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.    lie  believed  that  there  were  several 


other  States  in  the  Union  in  ^riiich  these  compen- 
sations were  made  to  the  officers,  where  the  profits 
of  office  yrouid  justify  the  Goremment  in  with- 
holding the  payment  ot  them.  The  suhject  at  least 
appealed  to  him  to  be  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  liie 
more  particularly  so  at  the  present  period,  as  it  be- 
comes us  all  to  look  out  for  objects  of  wasteful  ex- 
penditure. 

The  last  resolution  had  been  proposed  with  the 
view  of  ridding  the  docket  of  the  eircait  court 
from  a  sreat  variety  of  small  debts,  which  could 
as  well  be  decided  by  justices  of  the  peace  as  by 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District.  In  i^ost  States  of 
the  Union,  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
had  been  extended  beyond  twenty  dollars,  and  the 
consequences  had  been  found  very  hwwficial  to  the 
people.  The  Constitution  of  tne  United  States 
nad  declared  that  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  diould 
be  preserved  in  all  cases  above  twenty  dollan,  and 
the  resolution  contemplated  thepreserYation  of  that 
right  by  authorizing  appeals  to  the  eireoit  court 
It  really  is,  said  Mr.  A.,  an  intolerable  grievance 
for  a  man  who  owes  twenty  or  thirty  doUars,  to  be 
dragged  into  a  court  of  justice  in  cases  where  no 
dispute  exists,  where  there  can  be  no  legal  ddence, 
and  comp^ed  to  pay  a  sum,  in  costs,  nearly  eqosl 
to  the  deot  he  owes. 

Mr.  Whitman  conceived  the  first  resolution  too 
indefinite  in  its  phraseology,  and  entered  into  some 
detailed  explanations  to  show  the  expedieacY  of 
instituting  an  inquiry  somewhat  diffnent,  thoia^ 
with  the  same  object  substantially.  Mr.  W.  thai, 
in  accordance  with  the  views  which  he  had  of- 
fered, moved  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Mr. 
AacHER^s  first  resolution: 

**•  MtMolvtdj  That  the  ooauDunieatian  of  Ihe  8scre- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  ISth  iBStant,  eontaiaaig  t 
ststsmeat  of  the  ezpcndituies  in  relation  to  the  judi- 
ciary of  the  District  of  Colambia,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instrac- 
tioDs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providiog  that 
all  such  ezpendituf-es,  other  than  for  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges  and  of  the  Attorney  and  Marshal,  be  paid 
and  disbursed  from  funds,  to  be  deriTed  from  the 
counties  in  which  the  expenditures  may  accroe  re- 
spectively." 

Before  the  ^luestion  was  taken  on  this  substitute, 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  North  Carolina,  moved,  as  there 
seemed  some  conflict  of  opinion  on  a  part  of  Uie 
resolutions,  which  the  House  perhaps  did  not  at 

C resent  fully  comprehend,  that  the  resolutions  be 
lid  on  thetaUe  and  be  pnnled;  which  motion 
prevailed,  59  to  48,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table  accordingly. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  stated  that,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  report  of  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury 
respecting  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary  of  this 
District,  which  had  Just  been  alluded  to  in  the  dis- 
cussion, it  would  appear  that  it  aflbrded  oi^y  the 
aggregate  view  of  all  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary, 
induding  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
&c.  He  wished  to  see  the  expenses  of  the  sevenl 
Courtis  distinctly  stated^  that  no  misapprehensioD 
of  the  subject  might  exist;  and,  therefore,  moved 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  and 
agreed  to: 
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Ruoltedf  That  the  Secretaij  of  the  Tre«eury  be 
ordered  to  report  to  this  House  the  amoaDt  of  fines, 
penaltiei,  and  forfeitures  imposed,  levied,  and  collected 
in  the  District  of  Colainbia,  bj  order  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  said  District,  in 
€)ich  year,  from  the  year  1801  to  the  year  1819,  both 
inclusive — and  that  the  said  Secretary  also  state  what 
part  of  the  expenditure,  stated  in  his  report  to  this 
House,  made  at  the  present  session,  of  the  ezpensee  of 
the  judicial  system  of  the  said  District,  since  the 
assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  Congress,  have  been  in- 
curred on  aceount  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  on  account  of  the  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  within  the  said  District." 


FridaYi  January  21. 

Mr.  MosBLSY  presented  a  petition  of  James 
Simfwon,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tan- 

fier,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco,  by  Jaoies  Riley, 
is  attorney,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  bis  services  in  the 
capacity  aforesaid,  frofn  the  year  1797,  (the  time 
of  ais  appointment,)  and  that  he  may  be  allowed 
house-r)?nt  for  the  same  period ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  instruct- 
ing their  Senators  and  requesting  their  Represent- 
atives in  Con^jess  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure 
the  passage  oi  a  law  to  admit  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  as  a  State,  whether  those 
people  will  sanction  slavery  by  their  constitution 
or  Qot ;"  whifli  resolution  was  ^committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  dbc. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ward,"  made  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  merits  of  the  daim  of  the  said  Ward,  and  rec- 
ommending the  rejection  of  the  said  bill ;  which 
rjUKHTt  and  bill  were  commiljted  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bOi  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Niehohts  Vreelaud, 
deceased." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secacetary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Paymaster  .€teneral  on  the  petition  of  PoUy 
Potter  \  woich  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

A  motik>Q  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and 
the  queation  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— -yeas  19,  nays  54. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  North  Carolina,  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
jouro.)  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


SATuanAY,  January  22. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  W^ys  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie 


petition  of  Conrad  .Wile  and  others,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Isaac  Melchior,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martha  Flood. 

Mr.  S.,  from  the  same  conmiittee,  also  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizinff 
payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments ;  which  were  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciaiy,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  communicated  to  this  House  on 
the  5th  of  February,  1819,  relating  to  applications 
from  the  Britbh  Minister  in  bdialf  of  certain 
British  subjects^  who  had  suffered  in  their  prop- 
erty by  proceedmga  to  which  military  and  judicial 
omcers  of  the  United  States  were  parties,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
and  the  MessoLge  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  A&irs. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for 
the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Co  OK  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Besoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  In* 
diana  and  Illinois. 

The  said  resolution  was  read ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

The  House  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  yes- 
terday[,  to  instruct  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  to  reg- 
ulate the  election  and  return  of  members  of  this 
House;  and  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made,  for 
the  completion  of  tne  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Execu- 
tive offices ;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House^  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  next  order  of  the  day  was  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State 
government^  and  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
mto  the  Union ;  which,  being  called,  Mr.  Taylor 
moved  its  postponement  to  Monday,  the  31st  in- 
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stant,  when  it  was  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  24. 

.  Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  conceminf  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BausR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
King ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Comouttee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rich  rose,  and  obserred  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  conclusions  which  had  been  formed  and 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions on  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  referred  to  them 
on  the  15th  of  December,  relatire  to  the  pension 
law  of  March  18,  1818,  he  yet  hoped  that  further 
inquiry  miffht  produce  a  different  result,  and  that 
some  modincation  might  yet  be  made  of  that  act 
which  would  adapt  its  operation  to  the  views  of 
its  framers,  &c.  He  therefore  moved  a  resolution, 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom 
had  been  committed  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  on  the  4th  in- 
stant, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means ;  which  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

A  m^age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
title&  viz :  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d 
of  March,  1817 ;"  and  an  act  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  in  the  State  of  Alabamaj''  in  which 
bills  thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  the  following  proposition 
of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Reioived  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Representa-^ 
five*  of  the  Jhiited  Staiee  of  America^  in  Congreis 
aaeembled,  tUMhthirdi  of  both  Houeee  eoneurring. 
That  the  IbUowing  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intenu  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
Constitution,  to  wit : 

<*  No  Senator  or  Representative  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  shall,  daring  the  time  for  which  he 
was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  office  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  SUtes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  anv  al- 
teration in  the  law  that  gives  the  right  of  franking 
to  Members  and  Delegates  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tract,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  inform  this  House 
what  loans  (if  any)  have  been  made  since  the 
peace,  to  private  citizens,  of  powder,  lead,  and 


other  munitions  belonging  to  the  GoTemment,  by 
officers  of  any  department  of  the  armv  or  nary; 
specifying  the  times,  terms,  object,  and  extent,  of 
such  loans ;  the  names  of  the  persons  hj  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made ;  the  different  times  of  repay- 
ment ;  and  also  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  loss 
(if  any)  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the  Government 
in  consequence  thereof. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Rewoived,  That  the  Seeretaty  of  War  be  diroctod  to 
report  to  this  House  what  eums  of  mency  have  been 
actually  paid  to  Colonel  James  Johneon,  m  virtue  of 
articles  of  agreement  entered  into  on  the  Id  day  of 
December,  1818,  and  also  report  wliai  mm  u  now 
claimed  by  him  in  Tirtae  of  said  artides  of  agreement ; 
specifying  particnlariy  the  several  iteme :  and  that  ke 
also  report  whether  public  notice  was  given  when  pnK 
posals  would  be  received  for  a  contract  to  fenush 
transportation  to  the  troops  ordered  up  the  MisMNin 
river. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lav  the  re- 
solution on  the  table,  as  there  was  an  arbitxatioa 
pending  on  the  subject  of  it,  which  it  mi^ht  not 
be  proper  for  the  House  to  interfere  with  by  any 
steps  on  its  part  at  present. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  motion,  and  advocated 
his  resolution  at  some  length,  on  the  ground  of 
the  unsatisfactory  nature  ofthe  report  made  recent- 
ly on  the  subject  by  the  War  Department  in  reply 
to  an  inquiry  from  this  House.        y» 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  lost,  and  the  resolution  wzs  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  President's 
House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Bxecutive 
ofilces,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
stated  on  its  passage. 

A  debate  of  about  an  hour  ensued  on  this  bill — 
not  so  much  on  the  question  wh^er  it  ought  or 
ouffht  not  to  pass,  as  on  the  circumstances  which 
cafled  for  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Randolph 
argued  against  the  practice  of  transferring  and  of 
exceeding  appropriations  for  specific  objects,  and 
against  tneTei^ponsibility  assumed  by  the  President 
in  this  case,  ot  borrowing  money  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  the  public  buildings.  These  gen- 
tlemen protested  warmly  against  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  such  unauthorized  exercises  of  power 
by  the  Executive,  their  dangerous  tendency,  the 
culpabili^  of  permitting  them,  ^bc ;  that  no  Rx- 
ecutive  officer  had  the  power  to  pledge  Conffres 
to  make  ffood  sums  whieh  he  should  raise  and  ex- 
pend, wiUiout  the  authority  of  law,  dbc. 

Messrs.  Cobb,  Livebmore,  Taylor,  Foot, 
Clagett,  and  Rhea,  although  not  at  all  dififering 
from  the  former  gentlemen  m  the  correctnos  ra 
the  doctrines  they  advanced,  supported  this  appro- 
priation, and  justified  the  steps  on  the  part  of  die 
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Executive  which  had  called  for  it ;  arguing  that 
Congress  had  required  of  the  Executive  expressly 
to  have  these  buildings  repaired  and  rebuilt ;  that 
they  had  felt  and  expressed  dissatisfaction  because 
the  Capitol  was  not  m  readiness  at  the  last  session 
for  the  reception  of  Congress ;  that  the  President, 
consulting  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of 
the  Legislature,  and  finding  the  appropriations  not 
sufficient  for  the  object,  had  diverted  the  funds  to 
it  which  had  been  appropriated  to  other  objects  in 
the  city,  and  had  directed  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Public  Buildings  to  accept  an  advance  of 
money  which  had  Seen  tendered  by  one  of  the 
city  banks,  to  make  up  the  remaining  deficiency, 
relyinff  on  Congress  to  make  it  good ;  that  what 
he  had  done  was  in  pursuance  of  what  he  deemed 
his  duty  in  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
Congress ;  and  that,  however  just  the  objections 
in  the*abstract^  and  to  ordinary  cases,  the  Presi- 
dent was  in  this  justifiable,  dbc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  biU,  and  carried,  without  a  count,  and  the  bill 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Archer,  of  Maryland,  to  consider  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  him  on  Thursday--Mr.  Whitman's 
motion  to  amend  being  the  question  first  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Archer 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Whitman,  at  some  length. 
It  was  nnally  disagreed  to. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Cobr  and 
Mr.  Archer,  in  which  the  former  suggested,  and 
the  latter  gentleman  admitted,  that  he  had  fallen 
into  a  misapprehension,  in  the  remarks  he  had 
made  on  Thursday,  respectins  the  fees  of  some  of 
the  ofiScers  i^lluded  to,  and  also  that  he  was  now 
sensible  the  per  diem  allowance  to  the  marshal 
was  not  improper,  on  account  of  the  otherwise  un- 
compensated attendance  of  that  officer  on  the 
sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  &c. ;  and  after 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut, 
to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  discrimination 
which  had  been  made  by  the  act  of  1814,  in  the 
per  diem  allowance  to  certain  marshals,  and  its 
withdrawal  from  others,  the  resolutions  were  all 
agreed  to — ^the  third  so  modified  as  not  to  apply  to 
the  marshal  of  the  District,  and  the  fourth,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  so  as  to  lotve  the  sum 
to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  shall  be 
extended  blank,  so  as  to  be  filled  up  hereafter. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  providing  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  tne  Union,  being  the  first  order  of  the 
day,  was  announced  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  this  dav  week,  with  the 
view  of  waiting  the  decision  of  tne  Senate  on  the 
bill  now  before  them  on  this  subject. 

This  motion  brought  on  an  animated  debate  of 
considerable  length,  in  which  the  propriety  of 
waiting  the  movements  of  the  other  House,  or  of 


proceeding  now  to  consider  thb  bill,  in  which 
there  were  various  details  to  be  considered  and 
decided,  besides  the  principle  now  under  debate  in 
the  Senate,  &c.,  were  discussed. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  supported 
by  the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Li  verm  ore,  Clagett, 
and  CusHMAN ;  and  the  postponement  was  opposed 
bv  Messrs.  Scott,  Lowndes,  Brush,  Cook, 
Flotd,  and  Campbell. 

The  question  was  at  length  decided  in  the  uega- 
tive^  by  yeas  and  nays:  For  postponement  87, 
against  it  88,  as  follows: 

Ykas — ^Mestn.  A  dims,  Allen  of  MaMaehnsetti,  Al- 
leji  of  New  York,  Baker,  Batemsn,  Bodcn,  Butler  of 
New  Hampshire,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Crafts,  Cash* 
man,  Darlington,  Benniaon,  Dewitt,  Dowse,  Eddj, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Fay,  Folger,  Ford,  Forreat, 
Fuller,  Gross  of  New  York,  Gross  of  PennsyWania, 
Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dela- 
ware, Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendrieka,  Herrick,  Hibeh- 
man,  Heister,  Hoetetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallary, 
Marchand,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Mor- 
ton, Moseley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Pat- 
terson, Peek,  Phelpa,  Philsou,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rnss,  Sampson, 
Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  Yorit, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbonr,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bbom- 
field,  Brevard,  Brown,  Bruah,  Bryan,  Bufiumy  Bar- 
well,  Butler  of  Lonisiana.  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cnlbreth,  Culpepor, 
Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Cavo- 
lina^  Floyd,  Foot,  Fullerton,  Gamett,  Hall  of  North 
Carolina,  Hardin,  Hill,  Holmea,  Hooks,  Johnson, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little, 
Lowndes,  McCoy,  McCreary,  McLane  of  Delaware, 
McLean  of  Kentucky,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Neale, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Qnarles,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Simkins,  Slocnmb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina, Stevens,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Warfield,  Williams 
of  Virginia,  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Holmes  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
said  bill ;  but,  before  the  question  was  put  on  this 
motion,  the  House,  about  4  o'clock,  adjourned. 


TossuAY,  January  25. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letter  addressed  to  him  as  Speaker  of  this  House, 
by  G.  McGrlassin,  late  a  Major  in  the  Armv  of  the 
United  States,  soliciting  a  suspension  of  tne  indi- 
vidual opinion  of  the  members  of  this  House,  iu 
relation  to  the  case  wherein  he  is  mentioned  as 
havinff  been  dismissed  the  service  for  cruelty,  until 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  be  laid  before  the 
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public  ;*  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Ephraim  Cooper,  stating  that  he  has  recently  dis- 
covered a  new  method  of  rabing  and  subsisting 
the  silk  worm,  and  manufacturing  silk,  and  pray- 
ing Congress  to  make  him  a  crant  of  from  twenty- 
fire  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  wt  his  said  discovery ; 
when,  as  he  states,  he  is  willing  to  make  the  same 
public  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  which,  together  with  some  accompanying 
disclosures  on  the  subject,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  John 
M.  Jones,  stating  that  he  has  IsLteiy  discovered  a 
new  metnod  of  taking  rats  and  mice,  by  which, 
with  a  trifling  expense,  any  person  possessed  or 
the  secret  may  entirely  extirpate  these  vermin 
from  any  house,  ship,  or  other  place  they  may  in- 
fest ',  and  praying  Congress  to  make  him  a  grant 
of  such  sum  of  public  money  as  they  may  think 
his  discovery  merits,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made 
public  for  tke  benefit  of  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  a  petition  of  sundrv 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  ad- 
ditional r^ulations  mav  be  adopted  m  relation  to 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  in  order  to  prevent 
speculations,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  poor 
men ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cobb  on  yes- 
terday, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  oi 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  April  17th.  1818. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Allen,*  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  securing  to  the  several  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  the  benefit  of  their  pensions,  by  exempting 
any  moneys  which  may  oe  paid  on  account  of 
such  pensions,  from  foreij^  attachment,  set-off,  or 
other  laws  in  the  respective  States,  by  which  such 
moneys  may  be  intercepted,  before  the  actual  re- 
ceipt of  them  by  such  pensioners. 

Un  motion  of  Mr.  Anoerbon,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  Was  directed  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  maps  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories  which  include  any  of  the 
public  land  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resohedf  That  the  Commitue  on  the  Poet  Office 
and  Poet  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  that  moneys  received  for 
pottage  shall  be  paid  directly  into  the  Treasury  of  the 

*  Vide  Message  from  the  President,  received  the 
10th  instant. 


United  States;  and  that  the  Poetmaater  Ci«nenlsf 
the  United  States  shall,  annually,  report  to  CoDgitsi 
a  list  of  all  contracts  which  he  may  hmve  nmde,  witlua 
the  preceding  year,  for  the  transportation  of  liio  mail ; 
and  specify,  in  such  report,  the  name  an4  reeidecce  of 
each  contractor,  the  amount  to  be  poid  liua»  and  db- 
tanoe  embraced  in  each  contraet. 


After  some  little  discussion,  and  once  revising 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tafaie,  it  took  that 
course,  and  lies  on  the  table. 

ADMISSION  OF  MIfiESOURi: 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scott, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govoii- 
ment,  &c. 

Several  important  propositions  were  succes- 
sively made  in  the  course  of  the  sitting  to  amend 
the  bill,  and  a  great  deal  of  discussion  took  place. 
The  Committee  rose  without  deciding  on  any 
question,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


WEnMESDAT,  January  S6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wooobridob,  a  committee 
was  anpointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any. 
what  further  provisions  may  be  neoesasary  to  giie 
effect  to  the  provisions  ot  the  treaty-  made  at 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and 
Messrs.  WooDBRinofi,  Bebchbh,  and  Ross,  were 
appointed  the  said  conunittee. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri. 

The  proposition  under  consideration  was  an 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  bv  Mr.  Storks,  substantially  to 
alter  the  limits  of  tne  proposed  State,  so  as  to  make 
the  Missouri  river  the  northern  boundary  thereof, 
with  the  view  of  drawing  a  line  on  which  those 
in  favor  of,  and  those  opposed  to  the  slave  restric- 
tion, might  compromise  their  views. 

Mr.  ^OBRs  rose  and  withdrew  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
submitted  the  following: 

And  provided  further,  and  ii  is  hereby  enacted. 
That,  forever  hereafter,  neither  alavery  nor  iiiTolan- 
tary  servitude,  (except  in  the  panishment  of  ciimef, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,) 
shall  exiit  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  fWog 
north  of  the  88th  degree  of  north  latitade,  and  weat 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  as  established  by  this  act :  Frotided^ 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  said  Territory, 
fVom  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfaHy  claimed  in  any 
of  the  States,  such  fugitive  maybe  law/olly  reclaimed, 
and  conveyed,  according  to  the  laws  ef  the  United 
Sutee  in  such  ease  provided,  to  the  pervoa  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service  aa  albreaaid. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  of  a  desultorj 
character.  Messrs.  Raiioolph,  Lowndes,  Mer- 
cer, Brush,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storrs,  and 
Clay,  successively  followed  each  other  in  debate. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  rose 


941 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


942 


January,  1820. 


Admission  of  Missowri, 


H.  orR. 


principally  with  a  Tttw  to  state  his  understandiDg 
of  the  proposed  amendment,  viz :  That  it  retained 
the  boundaries  of  Missouri,  as  delineated  in  the 
bill ;  that  it  prohibited  the  admission  of  slares  west 
of  the  west  tine  of  Missouri,  and  north  of  the  north 
line ;  that  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  or  the  uninhabited  land  west  thereof. 
He  thongiit  the  proposition  not  exceptionable,  but 
doubted  the  proprietv  of  its  forming  a  part  of  the 
bill.  He  considered  the  power  of  Congress  over 
the  Territory  as  supreme,  unUa&ited,  before  its  ad- 
mission ;  that  Congress  could  impdse  on  its  terri- 
tories any  restrictions  it  thought  proper ;  and  the 
people,  when  they  settled  therein,  did  so  under  a 
full  knowledge  ot  the  restriction.  If,  said  he,  citi- 
zens go  into  the  Territory  thus  restricted,  they  can- 
not carry  with  them  slaves.  They  wiU  be  with- 
out slaves,  and  will  be  educated-  vrith  prejudices 
and  habks  such  as  will  exclude  all  desire  on  their 
part  to  admit  slavery  when  they  diall  become 
sufficiently  ntanerous  to  be  admitted  as  a  State. 
And  this  is  the  advantage  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment ;  for,  when  admitted  as  a  State,  they  can, 
under  the  ConstituticHi,  be  subjected  to  no  odier 
restriction  than  is  imposed  by  that  instrument  on 
all  the  other  States  ot  the  Union. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  he  meant  not  at  this  time,  n<^ 
did  he  know  that  he  should  at  any  future  time, 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  main  point ;  but 
he  must  protest  against  the  construction  just  given 
to  the  section  of  the  Constitution  relative  to  mi- 
gration and  importation.  The.  section  he  read 
thus:  "The  migration  or  in^rtation  of  slaves, 
^  such  as  anv  of  the  States  may  think  proper  to 
'  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior 
^  to  the  year  1608,  but  a  duty  may  be  imposed  not 
^  ejBceeding  ten  dollars  each."  The  word  migra- 
tion was,  he  contended,  applicable  to  slaves  im- 
ported; it  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  native 
born  shives.  The  word  was  intended  to  prevent 
the  interfei^ence  of  Congress  with  slaves  imported 
into  one  State  from  being  removed  into  Another. 
The  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  in- 
sisted on  this  provision  in  the  Constitution.  Vir- 
nnia  and  Maryland  did  not  permit  importations. 
The  importations  were  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  Charleston;  and  the  word  ^  migration"  was  in<^ 
troduced  to  permit  slaves,  imported  into  that  port, 
to  be  passed,  without  molestation,  into  G^rgia 
and  North  Carolina.  It  had  no  reference  to  any 
other  than  slaves  imported :  none  whatever  to  na- 
tive born  slaves.  Read  the  section  without  the 
words  '^or  importation,"  and  a  doubt  cannot  re- 
main, to  wit:  "  The  migration  of  such  slaves  as 
the  existing  States  shau  think  proper  to  admit, 
shall  not  be  prohiJMted  prior  to  the  year  1808." 
Can  these  expressions  have  any  reference  to  the 
native  bom  slaves?  .  Certainly  not ;  they  refer 
only  to  such  slaves  as  the  existing  States  may  ad- 
mit to  be  imported  during  the  given  time,  and  to 
none  other.  I  remember  well  that  the  word  "  mi- 
gration" was  considered,  bv  the  friends  to  the 
alien  law,  as  applicable  to  wnites  emigrating  from 
any  part  of  the  world  to  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  sweeping;  effect  given  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Beosb)  to  the  words  *^  general  welfare,"  was 


used  to  iustify  the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  indeed., 
the  eentleman's  construction  of  the  powers  granted 
by  those  words  gives  all  power  to  Congress :  the 
power  would,  according  to  his  definition,  be  com- 
pletely dictatorial.  But  the  gentleman  says,  that 
Congress  has  power  "to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  Stetes ;"  and,  under  that  power,  can 
prohibit  slaves  passing  from  one  State  to  another.- 
A  farmer,  going  to  Missouri  with  his  family  and 
slaves,  can  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  under  the 
power  to  reeulate  commerce,  from  taking  his 
slaves  with  him,  although  intended  for  agricul- 
ture, and  not  for  commerce.  Can  the  gentieroan 
really  believe  in  that  doctrine  ?  But  I  deny  that 
Congpress  has  power  to  prohibit  the  produce  of 
Maryland  from  being  sent  to  Boston.  It  has  never 
been  tried ;  if  it  ever  should,  it  will  meet  with  few 
advocates.  If  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  pro- 
hibit the  cotton  of  the  South  from  passing  to  ISew 
York  for  sale,  it  cannot  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  slaves  of  the  South^  under  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  from  being  sent  to  Missouri,  either 
widi  or  without  their  masters.  If  they  are  prop- 
erty, they  cannot  be  prohibited  unless  Congress 
has  power  to  prohibit  other  property.  If  they  are 
persons,  black  persons  can  no  more  be  prohioited 
than  wnite  persons. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  that  he  had  been  led  fieirther 
into  the  subject  than  he  had  intended  when  he 
rose,  and  would  detain  the  Committee  no  longer. 

Mr.  Meios,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman^  I  assure  the  Committee  that  I 
shall  not  detain  them  long  by  my  observations 
upon  this  question ;  nor  shoula  I  now  undertake 
to  consume  the  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  which  I 
shall  allot  to  myself,  if  it  was  not  for  the  some- 
what peculiar  situation  in  which  I  am  placed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Legislature  of  the  re- 
spectable State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  has  requested  the  Representatives  of  that 
State,  upon  this  floor,  to  vote  for  the  restriction 
upon  Missouri,  now  under  consideration. 

I  have  examined, -attentively^  the  mass  of  argu- 
ment which  has  been  so  laboriously  accumulated 
on  this  question;  and  never,  perhaps,  was  there 
on  any  occasiou  so  much  exhausted  as  on  this. 
But,  sir,  I  freely  own  that  I  cannot,  in  conscience 
or  judgment,  consent  to-  impose  this  restriction 
upon  Missouri. 

There  is  a  wonderful  singularity  in  the  present 
controversy,  which  destroys  all  confidence  in  the 
weight  and  value  of  that  process  of  mind  which 
we  so  proudly  dignify  with  the  title  of  reasoning. 
Sir,  I  never  yet  knew  that  reason  and  logic  were 
to  be  found  on  this  side  or  that  of  a  parallel  of 
latitude  or  longitude.  What  is  the  fact  in  this 
case  ?  Why,  sir,  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  39  de- 
grees almost  precisely  marks  the  divisioti  between 
the  reason  and  argument  of  the  North  and  South. 
Th(it  lii^e  of  demarcation  separates  the  slavehold- 
ing  froni  the  non-slaveholdine  States.  On  the 
south  side  of  that  line  we  find  the  climate  and  soil 
adapted  to  slaves,  and  there  are  the  slaves ;  on  the 
north  side  of  that  line  we  discover  that  the  soil 
and  climate  require  no  slaves,  and,  therefore,  few 
or  no  slaves  are  found.    What,  sir !  is  it  possible. 
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then,  that  one  half  of  us  can  be  rationally  and  ar- 
gumentatively  on  one  side  of  the  parallel  of  lati< 
tude,  and  the  other  half  of  us  upon  the  other  7  I 
did  believe  that  the  truths  of  philosophy,  that  rea- 
son, that  the  principia  of  Newton,  were  the  same 
in  every  latitude,  in  every  climate,  and  on  every 
soil  of  this  globe.  Sir,  there  must  be  some  mistake 
among  us  upon  this  occasion,  and  from  the  reflec- 
tions which  I  have  made,  I  think  I  can  point  it 
out. 

It  is  now  at  least  twenty  years,  that  I  have,  with 
some  pain  and  apprehension,  remarked  the  increas- 
ing spirit  of  local  and  sectional  envy  and  dislike 
between  the  North  and  South.  A  continued  series 
of  sascasms  upon  each  other's  circumstances,  modes 
of  living,  and  manners,  so  foolishly  persevered  in, 
has  produced  at  length  that  keen  controversy  which 
now  enlists  us  in  masses  against  each  other  on  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  line  of  latitude.  Gentlemen 
may  dignify  it  by  whatever  titles  they  please. 
They  may  natter  themselves  that  all  is  logic,  rea- 
son, pure  reason.  But  certain  I  am,  that  it  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  sectional  feeling.  Feel- 
ing, sir^  however  gravely  dignified,  has  brought  us 
in  nostility  to  this  sin^lar  Ime  of  combaL  and  we, 
who  are,  you  know  sir,  "  but  children  of  a  larger 
growth,"  are  now  most  aptl]r  comparable  to  those 
celebrated  and  eternal  factions  of  Up  Town  and 
Down  Town  Boys,  I  put  this  observation  to  every 
one  who  hears  me,  with  the  wish  that  he  may  ap- 
ply his  own  recollections  and  reflections  to  it. 
Uentlemen  may  exhaust  all  their  arguments,  all 
their  eloquence  upon  the  question  before  us ;  they 
may  pour  out  every  flower  of  rhetoric  upon  it ;  but, 
sir,  I  view  their  labors  as  wholly  vain,  and  I  fear 
that  their  flowers  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  del- 
eterious and  most  poisonous  in  the  whole  range  of 
botany.    They  poison  national  afiection. 

Reason  divided  by  parallels  of  latitude !  Why, 
sir,  it  is  easy  for  prejudice  and  malevolence,  by 
aid  of  ingenuity,  to  erect  an  eternal  impenetrable 
wall  of  Drass  l«tween  the  North  and  South,  at 
the  latitude  of  thirtyr.nine  degrees !  But,  in  the 
▼lew  of  reason,  there  is  no  other  line  between  them 
than  that  celestial  arc  of  thirty-nine  degrees  which 
ofiers  no  barrier  to  the  march  of  liberal  and  rational 
men.  Is  it  forgotten  that  the  enlightened  hiffh 
priest,  the  archbishop  of  one  belligerent,  goes  to  the 
temple  of  the  Almighty  and  chants  "  Te  Deum 
laudamus,"  for  the  victory  obtained  by  his  country, 
with  carnage  and  devastation,  over  the  enemy ; 
while  the  archbishop  of  another  belligerent  is  at 
the  same  time  entering  the  house  of  God,  and  sing- 
ing also  "  Te  Deum  laudamus  pro  victoria,"  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  line^  the  creek,  or  the  river  ? 
We,  who  know  these  thmgs,  should  profit  by  our 
knowledge,  learn  liberalitv,  and  practice  it.  It  is 
true,  ana  I  glory  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  truth, 
that,  in  matters  of  religion,  this  country  has,  in  its 
constitutions,  attained  a  high  point  of  reason  and 
liberality. 

Men,  after  forty  or  sixty  years  of  religious  in- 
tolerance, here,  at  last,  may  worship  the  Creator 
in  their  own  way.  What  a  privilege !  how  dearly 
acquired  !  how  much  to  be  prized !  It  fills  us  with 
astonishment,  when  we  reflect  how  hard  it  is  for 


us  to  refrain  from  forcing  by  power  our  opinioDs 
upon  our  brother  men  !  how  readily  each  indiFidual 
imagines  that  the  li^ht  is  alone  in  his  own  breast, 
and  how  enthusiastically  he  eng^ffes  in  propagat- 
ing it  among  mankind  by  all  possible  means,  lancy- 
ing,  dreaming  that  he  is  a  prophet,  a  Ticeggrent 
of  Almighty  €rod. 

Sir,  we  liave  been  now  for  a  long  timeoecnpied 
in  this  debate,  mi»-spending  our  time  and  the  pub- 
lie  money.  I  feel  well  assiured  that  the  body  of  the 
people  will  judffe  our  conduct  rightly.  Thef  are 
able  critics.  Y  es,  sir,  even  in  matters  of  suUime 
art,  even  in  those  works  which^  none  can  execute, 
all  are  critics!  They  determine,  at  a  elanee  of 
the  eye,  what  is  good  and  beautiful  in  architecture, 
in  statuary,  in  painting,  and,  what  is  to  them  sdll 
more  easy,  what  is  ^o^  in  governments  and  con- 
stitutions. They  will  soon  ask  us,  what  is  the  con- 
troversy about  ?  Did  you,  from  motives  of  policy 
and  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  whites,  propose 
to  remove  the  growing  Uack  race  from  this  conn- 
try  ?  No.  Di4  yott,  actuated  by  humane  consid- 
erations for  the  unfortunate  slaves,  propose  to  re- 
deem them  from  their  bondage,  and  restore  them 
to  liberty  and  the  land  of  their  fathers?  No.  What 
then  ?  Did  you  propose  to  draw  such  lines  of  re- 
striction  around  tke  slave  population  as  would  ere 
long  starve  them  out,  and  so  prevent  their  be- 
coming dangerous  to  the  whites?  If  you  did, 
remember  that  such  is  the  increasing  idndness 
of  the  slaveholders,  so  ameliorated  the  condition 
of  the  slave,  that  not  one  slave,  not  one  child  less 
will  be  bom,  and  not  one  can  die  by  stairatioa. 
Sir,  the  truth  is,  that  nothing  has  yet  been  proposed 
beneficial  either  to  the  white  or  olack  race  m  all 
this  long-drawn  debate.  Give  me  learetosay, 
sir,  that  mis  consideration  induced  me  to  introduce 
the  resolution  which  now  lies  upon  the  table,  de- 
voting the  public  lands  to  the  emancipation  and 
colonization  of  the  unfortunate  slaves.  If  we  want 
some  object  upon  which  to  exhaust  our  enthusiasm, 
h^e  is  one  worth  it  all.  Not  the  subjugation  of  a 
people,  but  the  redemption  of  a  nation. 

We  are  attempting  here  to  legislate  for  Mis- 
souri, without  a  due  attention  to  the  situation,  the 
genius  of  the  people,  soil,  climate,  and  all  the  mat- 
ters which  ought  to  constitute  good  law.  The 
celebrated  Montesquieu  obtained  great  and  de- 
served reputation  by  his  essays  upon  VEapHi  da 
Loix.  It  is  an  admirable  character  of  human 
knowledge,  one  which  had  not  been,  until  his 
time,  to&rably  known,  and  not  now  wdl  under- 
stood. Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  make 
eood  laws,  such  as  will  last  long  and  wear  well. 
We,  sir,  with  all  our  knowledge,  make  a  dozen  for 
one  which  well  answers  its  end  or  performs  its 
office.  All  lawyers  know,  and  I  pray  the  partic- 
ular attention  ot  the  lawyers  of  this  House,  how 
readily  laws  become,  as  we  term  it,  ob&oUU ;  or, 
as  I  would  phrase  it,  (like  the  caps  and  dresses  of 
the  ladies,)  become  uiifaAkmMt — how  oftm 
changed.  It  is  necessary,  says  Montesquieu,  to 
make  laws  exactly  suitable  to  the  genius  of  the 
people,  to  the  physical  laws  of  climate,  ^.,  to  the 
nabits  of  a  people,  and  to  the  very  moment  tA 
time  in  which  the  law  is  made.    A  law  made 
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contrarjr  to  the  ^[eniuB  and  will  of  a  people,  to 
their  Glimate,  habits,  and  circumstances,  will  never 
be  executed,  never  Mras  long  maintained,  and  is 
for  a  laim  a  mere  absurdity.  Also,  if  it  is  made  out 
of  time,  that  is.  not  suitable  to  tne  very  time  in 
which  it  is  made,  it  will,  with  the  caprice  of  fash- 
ion, speedily  become  unfashionable,  or,  as  the 
lawyers  say,  obsolete. 

Sir,  it  is  my  intention  only  to  point,  with  an 
index  finder,  at  the  chapters  which  contain,  as  I 
believe,  the  facts  and  the  learning  worth  reading 
on  this  occasion,  and  by  no  means  to  read  you  the 
whole  chapters  themselves.  I  will  now,  sir,  point 
out  another  chapter  which,  in  my  judgment,  con- 
tains much  in  relation  to  this  controversy 

There  is  a  class  of  politicians  amonff  us,  with 
whom  I  have,  at  least  in  one  respect,  always  dif- 
fered very  widely  indeed.    This  class  always  holds 
in  doubt  and  apparent  dread  the  extension  of  Re- 
publican Government.    It  has  never  been  able  to 
trust  to  the  discretion  and  ability  of  the  mass  of 
the  people,  in  matters  of  self-government,  in  con- 
stitution making ;  from  the  time  of  the  building  of 
the  celebrated  narrow  Saybrook  platform,  to  this 
hour.    It  is,  in  spite  of  experience,  in  dread  of 
every  new  State,  and  trembles  at  the  idea  of  a 
convention  for  tne  purpose  of  m^cing  a  constitu- 
tion !     Sir,  I  have  had  some  acquaintance,  these 
twenty  years,  with  the  good  people  of  our  country, 
south  as  well  as  north,  from  the  man  of  the  South 
with  the  rifle  on  his  shoulder,  to  the  honest  me- 
chanic of  the  North,  and  I  have  acquired  from 
this  knowledge  absolute  confidence  in  the  ability 
of  all  or  any  of  them  to  make  a  good  Republican 
constitution  for  the  government  of  themselves.    I 
believe  there  are  three  millions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  that  can  make  unexceptionable 
Republican  constitutions,  who  could  not  well  put 
a  patch  upon  a  shoe;  and  that  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  of  our  a^icultural  citizens  know  better  the 
art  of  constituuon-makin^  than  the  best  meUiods 
of  raising  cabbages.    This  class  of  politicians  be- 
lieve implicitly  m  the  doctrine  that  men  are  not 
angels — that  they  are  infirm.    I  agree  with  them, 
on^  differing  from  them  in  this  particular,  that  I 
bebeve  that  infirmity  is  extended  to,  and  includes 
them  and  myself,  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  people. 
So  unboui^ded  is  the  confidence  which  I  have  in 
these  truths,  that  I  have  long  felt  the  inspiring  be- 
lief that  our  free  Republican  systems  of  govern- 
ment will  exnand,  until  they  cover  and  emlntice 
this  mighty  Northerm  Continent  at  least. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  Missouri  sometimes  spoken 
of  as  a  child  of  ours — ^we  are  her  parents ;  some^ 
times  a  ward— -we  the  guardian ;  sometimes  as  a 
pupil.  WhV}  sir,  I  sincerely  believe  that  a  man  of 
forty  years  oi  affe  in  Missouri  is  as  old  as  any  man 
of  forty  in  the  North.  I  cannot  believe  that  I,  or 
any  other  man  or  men,  are  better  capable  of  gov- 
erning Missourians  than  they  are  of  governing 
them^ves.  They  are  no  more  children,  or  pu- 
pils, or  wards,  than  we  are. 

I  have  heard  an  amiment,  not  in  this  House, 
but  elsewhere,  and  from  high  authority,  that  the 
power  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States,  was  a 
universal  proposition,  containing  within  it  every 


possible  requisite ;  power  to  admit,  reject,  modify, 
bargain  with,  or  restrain,  new  States.  Sir,  it  is 
an  universal  propK)6ition  of  vast  extent ;  that  is,  it 
does  extend  as  wide  as  the  utmost  breadth  of  good 
sense,  and  as  long  as  the  extreme  length  of  jus- 
tice, but  no  further. 

The  application  of  this  universal  proposition  is 
such  as  almost  tempts  me  to  make  another.  ^  As, 
for  instance,  it  is  a  universal  proposition  that  every 
instrument  or  tool  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  is  a  thing 
to  work  with.  This  penknife  is  an  instrument  or 
tool — ^therefore  I  can  plough  ground  with  it !  Con- 
fess have  no  power,  under  this  universal  proposi- 
tion, to  make  any  law  contrary  to  V Esprit  des 
Loix,  contrary  to  the  genius  ana  will  of  a  people, 
to  the  laws  of  climate,  or,  at  au  imprc^r  time. , 
Such  attempts  will  be  mere  absurdities — ^violence 
will  be  committed  upon  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  all  law,  and  can  never  be  executed. 

Our  free  Constitution  was  made  by  men  who 
were  wise  enough  to  know  the  danger  of  sectional 
divisions.  This  Constitution  is  no  more  than  a 
profoundly  wise  agreement  to  differ;  an  agree- 
ment to  difier  in  matters  of  small  importance,  in 
order  that  we  might  not  agree  to  destroy  each  other 
in  perpetual  wars.  If  we,  sir,  shall  be  unhappily 
so  unwise  as  to  forget  this,  nothing  will  be  left  for 
us  and  our  posterity  but  awful  combats  at  parallels 
of  latitude,  or  physical  lines  of  demarcation. 

Sir,  I  feel  no  inclination,  for  my  part,  to  exer- 
cise my  small  portion  of  legislative  power  where 
it  is  not  called  Tor  nor  wanted.  I  do  not  Hiscover 
any  thing  in  the  genius,  the  will,  or  the  circum- 
stances, of  Missouri,  that  -  demands  my  interposi- 
tion. They  are  better  able  to  judge  for  themselves 
than  I  am  to  judge  for  them.  When  public  opin- 
ion in  any  country  asks  for  legislation,  it  always 
follows  in  obedience  to  the  calf  When  the  pecu- 
liar condition  of  a  country  requires  a  navigation 
act,  or  any  other  important  regulation,  then  it  is 
that  legislators  dream  that  they  have  anticipated 
puUic  necessity,  and  glory  in  their  fancied  wis- 
dom. When  the  venerable  John  Adams,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  asked,  who 
where  the  founders  of  the  Revolution  ?  His  reply 
was,  re]^ete  with  wisdom,  substantially  this:  The 
public  opinion,  which  might  be  traced  as  far  back 
as  the  Puritans,  who  fled  from  England  to  Hol- 
land to  escape  religious  persecution  and  intoler- 
ance, and  who  came  thence  to  America  to  be  free. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  women  as  well  as  men,  which 
founded  our  present  Republican  Constitution. 

Sir,  when  circumstances  imperiously  demand 
legislation,  then,  in  the  rear,  follows,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  the  act  of  the  legislator.  But  I  have  already 
attained  the  limit  of  time  which  I  proposed.  I 
meant  no  more  that  to  point  at  those  chapters  which 
I  deem  worth  study  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
which  have  not  been  mentioned  by  other  gentle- 
men in  this  debate.  My -fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
are  almost  consumed ;  I  have  not  time  to  add  more 
than  my  earnest  reouest  that  gentlemen  will  seri- 
ously consider,  in  tne  first  place,  that  chapter  of 
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Secondly — ^that  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
spirit  of  aU  law,  of  the  necessity^  of  adapting  ail 
legislation  to  die  genius  and  will  of  a  peopte,  to 
their  physical  condition  as  to  climate,  &c«,  and  to 
the  exact  point  of  time  fc^r  the  exercise  of  legisla* 
tion. 

And,  lastly,  that  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
best  methods  of  bringing  men  to  agree  to  differ; 
of  the  great  benefits-  of  such  an  agreement;  that 
our  glorious  Constitution  is  such  an  agreement ; 
and,  abore  all,  that  part  of  the  chapter  which 
teaches  us  to  avoid  the  awful,  the  most  horrible 
evilsi,  which  are  treated  of  in  the  tremendous  chap- 
ter of  human  war.  Mr.  Chairman,  my  allotted 
twenty  minutes  are  consumed ;  I  have  done. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Stohrs,  was  decid^  in  the  negative. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  proceed  as  far  as  the 
fourth  section ;  when 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill  by  incorporating  in  that  section  the  follow<* 
ing  provision : 

Section  4,  line  3ft,  insert  the  following  after  the 
word  **  Statei:"  <*And  shell  ordain  end  ettebliehfttha4 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  invokitttaiy  servi- 
tude in  the  said  State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punish- 
roent  of  crimeet  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted »  Prmndedj  miwayst  That  any  person 
escaping  into  the  samo,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive 
may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  per- 
son claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid  : 
And  provided,  aUo,  That  the  said  provision  shall  not 
be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of 
any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  said 
Territory." 

The  main  question  of  the  restriction  on  slavery 
in  the  future  State  of  Missouri,  being  thus  fully 
before  the  House,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment having  arrived,  the  Committee  rose,  reporteil 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Mary  Wells,  mother  of  Daniel 
Wells,  jr.,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  near  Bal- 
timore, in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  is 
believed  to  be  the  person  who  killed  General  Ross, 
the  British  commander  on  that  occasion,  praying 
that  some  provision  may  be  made  for  her  support., 
in  consideration  of  the  distinguished  gallantry  ana 
services  of  her  son,  on  that  memorable  occasion. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr.  Brush  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  prayine  that 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  such  pur- 
chasers of  puolic  land  as  may  forfeit  the  same  from 
their  inability  to  complete  their  payments  therefor ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  re- 


specting rights  to  land  heretofore  confirmed  by 
tne  former  Governors  of  the  Northwestern  Tern- 
tory  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wnole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  confirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  lUiiiois. 

Mr.  WiLUAMS,  of  North  CaroiiiM.,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  fin  unfit  vorafale  report 
on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
for  compensation  for  vessels  sunk  in  that  harbor 
during  tne  military  operations  in  its  netgfaborhood, 
in  the  year  1814 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Major 
John  Brooks;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  submitted  for  consider^ 
ation  the  foUoviring  resolution : 

**  Rteoived,  l^hat  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this 
House » if  in  his  opinion  consistent  with  the  pubik 
good,  whatsoever  inferffiation  he  may  poaaeas  relau>e 
to  tha  extent  of  territory  which  tha  inatruetioBa  of  the 
Miniater  Plenipotentiary  of  Hia  C«tboiie  Majesty  aa- 
thorixed  him  to  cede  to  the  United  Staiea  in  hia  nego- 
tiation with  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  raaaUcd  in 
tha  treaty  of  2Sd  Febmaxy  laat ;  and  likewiae  at  what 
period  he  obtained  that  information." 

Mr.  F.  said  that  he  had  been  iaduced  to  submit 
this  resolution  to  obtain  the  information  required, 
as  important  upon  a  subject  of  great  consequence 
to  the  nation  at  this  time.  It  was  predicated  upon 
an  expression  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  our  Minister,  bearing  date  the  IStk  or  August, 
1819,  wherein  he  says :  "  It  is  too  well  known,  and 
^  the  Spanish  Qovernment  dare  not  deny  it,  that 
'  Mr.  Onis's  last  instroctions  authorized  him  to 
^  cede  to  the  United  States  much  more  territory 
^  than  he  did.''  Now,  sir,  as  the  treaty  has  not 
been  confirmed  by  Spain,  and  we  are  called  upon 
to  enforce  the  friendly  stipulation  of  that  treaty,  it 
is  peculiarly  proper  to  have  all  the  information 
which  was  possessed  at  the  time  of  the  negotia* 
tion. 

In  reply  to  an  objection  which  was  subsequently 
made  to  the  resolve,  th^t  a  call  for  that  kind  of  in- 
formation mi^ht  have  injurious  consequences,  Mr. 
F.  said,  certamly  no  injury  can  reeniit,  as  the  reso- 
lution does  not  require  any  thing  to  be  communi- 
cated which  it  would  be  improper  to  divulge;  but, 
if  that  information  were  improper  to  be  ma<^  pub- 
lic, cannot  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  be  intrusted  withthat  transaction  ? 
For  his  part,  he  had  conmilted  none,  and  thought 
th^  informlttion  necessary.  Surely  it  could  not 
be  improper  to  communicate  to  this  House,  Mr.  F. 
said,  that  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  said 
the  Spanish  Government  ^  dare  not  deny.^' 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  adoption  of  it  was  opposed  bf 
Messrs.  Lownbes,  Sbrqbant,  Holmes,  Taylob, 
Rhea,  and  Hill,  on  the  ground,  generally,  that 
the  President  had  communicated  to  Congress,  at 
the  commencement  ot  the  session,  on  the  subject 
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of  Spanish  affiiirs,  all  th«  information  which  he 
deemed  important  to  the  public  interest,  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  that 
interest  at  present  to  communicate ;  that  the  con- 
duct of  negotiations  having  been  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  Executive,  and  also  the  au- 
thority^ to  communicate  to  Conmss,  from  time  to 
time,  mformation  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  the  President  had,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty,  communicated  all  that  was  in 
his  opinion  proper  to  be  communicated,  respecting 
our  relations  with  Spain ;  and  that,  as  we  have 
yet  a  Minister  at  Madrid,  and  matters  were  not 
finally  adjusted  with  that  Power,  the  disclosure  of 
such  particulars  as  were  required,  if  made,  mi^ht 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  questions  pending 
between  the  two  countries,  &c. 

The  proposition  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  Ran- 
dolph, for  the  general  reasons  assisned  by  the 
mover,  and  for  the  reason,  additionally,  that  the 
President  had,  by  his  communicifttion  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  eamesuy  recommended  the  subject  of  the 
state  or  our  affairs  with  Spain  to  the  attention  of 
CongTess ;  and,  indeed,  expessiy  submitted  to  them 
whetner  or  not  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  should 
be  carried  into  effect  independently  of  the  con/^nt 
of  Spain,  &c. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Scrobant,  the  resolve 
was  so  amended,  by  consent  of  the  mover,  as  to 
request  'the  President,  instead  of  instructing  the 
Secretary  of  Statc^  (as  at  first  offered,)  if  in  his 
opinion  it  should  oe  expedient,  to  cause  the  re- 
quired information  to  be  laid  before  the  House-* 
the  objection  being  to  leaving  a  compliance  with 
an  order  from  the  House  discretionary  with  any 
officer  of  the  Government  subordinate  to  the  high«- 
est  in  authority. 

The  question  being  talten  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  thus  amended,  it  was  decideu  in  the 
negative — ayes  67,  noes  88. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  Missouri  bill  being 
announced — 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  order  of  the  day  to  this  day  week. 
His  object  was  in  the  meantime  to  consider,  in  the 
hop«  of  its  adoption,  a  proposition  for  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  furtner  introduction  <^  slavery  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  Should  such  a  measure  be  adopt- 
ed, the  Territories  in  that  quarter  would  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  ordinance  of  1787  had 
placed  the  Northwestern  Territory.  The  question 
now  agitated  in  Congrete  might  then,  perhaps,  be 
left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  States  to 
be  formed  out  of  that  Territory ;  and,  should  any 
question  present  itself  on  the  subject  of  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery  into  any  such  State,  it  might  be 
left  for  the  proper  tribunal,  the  Supreme  Court,  fo 
determine  it. 

The  proposed  postponement  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Edwarus  and  Lowndes,  on  tne  ground 
that  it  wotdd  only  terve  to  procrastinate  the  inter- 
change of  opinions  on  the  question  noW  fairly  be* 


fore  the  House,  which,  whatever  else  was  done, 
would  certainly  take  place,  and  could  not  be  pre- 
vented. Mr.  Edwards  was  opposed  to  any  pro- 
hibition whatever,  of  the  nature  proposed,  or  in 
the  way  of  compromise. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived ;  and  the 
House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair,^  on  the 
bill  for  authorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  dbe. 

Mr.  Taylor's,  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  im- 
posing a  restriction  on  slavery,  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  bill  on  your  table  proposes 
no  act  of  ordinary  legislation.  No  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  more  important,  than  that  which  is 
exercised  m  the  admission  of  new  parties  to  the 
Federal  Compact.  It  was  reserved  for  America 
to  exhibit,  on  an  extensive  scale,  an  example  of 
independent  States  uniting  for  the  ^neral  welfare, 
surrendering  a  part  of  their  sovereignty  to  a  new 
created  Government,  and  authorizing  it  to  consti-* 
tute  other  States  similar  to  themselves. 

By  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  the  approba*- 
tion  of  nine  States  out  of  thirteen  was  necessary 
to  the  admission  of  a  new  member.  In  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Federal  Constitution,  the 
subject  of  admitting  new  States  being  under  con- 
sideration, it  was  proposed  that  to  sucn  admission 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
in  each  House  of  Conj^ress  should  be  necessary, 
and  it  passed  in  the  amrmative  by  the  votes  of  all 
the  States  present,  except  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
No  other  question  was  taken  on  this  single  pro- 
position, and  why  it  was  not  finally  incorporated 
into  the  Constitution  does  not  appear.  Congress 
and  three-fourths  of  the  States  may  change  the 
Constitution — ^may  estaUish  principles  and  create 
powers,  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  other  States. 
The  period  may  arrive  wnen  the  desire  to  obtain 
this  Constitutional  majority  in  support  of  some 
project  of  ambition,  or  avarice,  may  lead  to  the 
admission  of  States  favorable  to  its  accomplish- 
ment. 

This  bill  acquires-  additional  importance  from 
the  consideration  that  the  Territory  in  question  is 
lio  part  of  our  ancient  domain.  The  power  of 
admitting  new  States  into  the  Union,  when  adopted 
by  the  members  of  the  good  old  ConfederationJiad 
to  this  Territory  no  more  application  than  to  Chili 
or  Peru.  It  was  a  foreign  province — alien  to  our 
laws,  customs,  ahd  institutions.  It  sustained  none 
of  the  conflicts  of  our  Revolution ;  it  was  pur- 
chased not  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  but  with  the 
wealth  of  their  sons.  If  we  believe  tkat,  by  a  lib* 
eral  construction  of  the  Constitution,  the  power  of 
admitting  this  Territory  as  a  State  is  possessed  by 
Congtess,  we  remember  also  that  politicians  of  no 
humble  name  have  denied  its  existence ;  that  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  from  the  States  a  grant  of  me  power 
now  about  to  be  exercised,  was  proposed  m  the 
United  States'  Senate,  by  a  statesman  eminently 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  this  nation ;  tiiat  se- 


951 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


952 


H.  OP  R. 


Admimon  of  Missouri, 


January,  1820. 


rious  doubts  on  this  subject  existed  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  then  occupied  in  the  GoFemment  its 
most  distinguished  stations — doubts,  which  were 
finally  removed,  as  other  doubts  afterwards  were, 
by  considerations  of  imperious  necessity. 

The  magnitude  of  this  question  is  apparent,  by 
casting  your  eye  on  a  map  of  the  Territory  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  carve  this  State  ?  Who 
knows  its  extent  1  Who  has  explored  its  boun- 
daries ?  T  he  waters  of  its  rivers  traverse  a  country 
of  at  least  two  thousand  miles,  before  they  reacn 
the  Mississippi.  It  probably  contains  more  square 
miles  than  all  the  States  ot  the  Old  Confederacy. 
The  rule  you  now  apply  to  Missouri,  hereafter  wul 
be  held  applicable  to  the  residue  of  the  Territory. 
The  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  temperature  and  salu- 
brity of  its  climate^  its  majestic  rivers,  its  vegetable 
productions,  its  mmeral  wealth ;  all  contribute  to 
confirm  our  anticipations  of  its  greatness.  Under 
t^ie  guidance  of  a  wise  policy,  it  will  doubtless  ex- 
hibit, in  future  time,  the  fairest  specimens  of 
American  character,  and  the  most  perfect  models 
of  free  government.  Cold,  indeed,  must  be  his 
heart  who  can  contemplate  without  emotion  the 
high  destinies  prepared  for  our  posterity  in  this  land 
of  promise-— secured  to  them  without  possibility  of 
failure,  if  Congress  shall  be  true  to  their  interests 
and  to  our  national  principles.  Probably  this  very 
question,  certainly  tne  determination  of  a  few  Con- 
gresses, will  irrevocably  decide,  whether  this  Ter- 
ritory is  indeed,  as  it  has  been  pronounced  on  a 
former  occasion,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Randolph,)  the  most  expensive  acquisition 
made  by  the  United  States,  or  whether  its  purchase 
was  the  wisest  expenditure  of  treasure  ever  made 
by  any  nation. 

The  importance  of  this  bill  is  further  enhanced 
by  the  unparalleled  excitement  it  has  produced  in 
every  section  of  the  Union.;  an  excitement  occa- 
sioned not  by  the  intrigues  of  political  leaders,  but 
arisinff  from  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  subject,  and 
manitested  by  the  spontaneous  expression  of  public 
feeling. 

These  considerations,  and  many  more  which 
might  be  mentioned,  dictate  the  iHx>priety  of  con- 
ducting this  discussion  in  that  spirit  of  temperance 
and  fraternal  afiection,  whiph  produced  the  adop- 
tion of  our  happy  Constitution  and  has  exalted  this 
Union  to  its  present  elevation, aniiong  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  For  myself  and  for  those  who  unite 
in  support  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  solemnly 
disclaim  the  existence  of  a  feelins  unfriendly  to 
our  brethren  of  the  South.  On  what  foundation 
can  such  a  suspicion  rest  ?  The  States  most  unan- 
imous .  in  support  of  this  amendment  are  those 
whose  attachment  to  the  National  Administration 
for  the  last  nineteen  years  has  been  the  most  uni- 
form. In  all  the  contests  of  party  strife  which 
during  that  time  have  agitated  the  American  fam- 
ily, we  have  zealously  supported  their  principles 
and  their  men.  We  have  stood  side  by  side  ad- 
vocatinj^  the  same  system  of  national  policy  and 
maintaining  the  same  creed  of  political  faith.  We 
have  rejoiced  in  their  fortimes  and  honored  their 
valor.  We  still  cherish  towards  them  like  senti- 
ments of  kindness  and  esteem. 


We  also  disclaim  any  wish  to  alta  the  basb  of 
compromise  on  which  the  Federal  Constitution 
was  founded.    '*  The  spirit  of  amity  and  mutual 
concession"  displayed  in  its  formation  and  adop- 
tion is  equally  essential  to  its  preservation.     The 
bond  has  been  executed,  and  we  will  faithfully 
perfQrm  all  its  conditions ;  we  yield,  without  crudg- 
mg,  to  the  slaveholding  States  sill  the  politicai 
advantages,  they  have  a  right  to  demand.     If  the 
weight  and  influence  of  the  South  be  increased  by 
the  representation  of  what  they  consider  a  part  of 
their  property,  we  do  not  wish  to  diminish  chem. 
The  right  by  which  this  property  b  held  is  not 
derived  from  the  Federal  Constitution ;  we  have 
neither  inclination  nor  power  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  of  existing  States  in  this  particular.    On  the 
contrary,  they  have  not  only  a  right  to  reclaim 
their  fugitives  wherever  found,  but,  in  the  event 
of  "  domestic  violence,"  (which  may  God  in  his 
mercy  forever  avert !)  the  whole  strength  of  the 
nation  is  bound  to  be  exerted,  if  needfiu,  in  redu- 
cing; it  to  subjection.    While  we  recognise  these 
obligations,  and  will  never  fail  to  perft^rm  them, 
we  ask  in  return  that  a  system  of  policy  may  not 
be  pursued  inevitably  leading  to  the  imposition  of 
new  and  unreasonable  burdens,  which  were  never 
contemplated  when  the  compromise  was  made. 

We  equally  disclaim  all  desire  to  restrict  the 
emi^tion  or  the  South,  or  to  deny  to  it  an  equal 
participation  of  territorial  benefits.  We  bought 
the  soil  and  sovereignty  together.  We  paid  for  it, 
not  "with  the  money  of  Virginia,"  but  with  the 
treasure  of  the  Union.  When  we  sell  the  soil 
every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  to  purchase.  The 
proceeds  of  sale  belonj^  to  no  State,  but  to  the  na- 
tion. The  powers  oi  sovereignty  over  the  terri- 
tory ought  to  be  exercised,  not  on  the  principles  of 
Virjg[inia  or  Massachusetts,  but  upon  those  of  the 
United  States.  Is  this  doctrine  unreasonable? 
Does  it  justify  the  imputation  charged  upon  its 
advocates  by  a  gentleman  of  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
ooLPH,)  that  we  consider  the  emigrants  of  the 
South  "a  degraded  caste?"  In  what  part  of  this 
country  have  such  opinions  been  maintained? 
Truth  answers,  nowhere.  Wherever  emigrants 
from  the  South  have  settled,  they  have  larsely 
shared  in  the  honors  of  their  adopted  States.  Uis- 
tinguished  examples  might  easily  be  mentioned 
even  in  the  old  States.  But  in  the  new,  in  those 
especially  north  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  principle 
of  the  amendment  was  early  established,  and  has 
be^  faithfuUjf  maintained,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Have 
Southern  emigrants  been  there  considered  a  de- 
graded caste?  Whence  came  their  Governors, 
Judges,  and  Secretaries  ?  Whence  their  present 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress?  Are 
not  these  States,  and  especially  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, indebted,  not  onlv  to  the  South,  but  chiefly 
to  one  section  of  the  South,  for  a  principal  share 
of  that  talent  and  ability  which  now  represent 
their  wishes  and  iiiterests  m  our  national  councils? 

Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  the  amendment  be  sup- 
ported 4ipon  principles  very  difierent  in  their  char- 
acter from  those  with  which  we  are  unjustly 
charged  by  its  enemies  ?  Is  it  difl&cult  for  those 
who  admit  slavery  to  be  a  malignant  poison,  to 
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believe  that  we  consider  it  essential  to  the  jirosper- 
ity  of  Missouri  that  this  poison  shall  not  be  infused 
into  her  civil  institutions  ?  And  are  not  we  as 
much  bound  in  our  legislation  to  regard  her  wel- 
fare as  if  we  were  elected  by  her  peonle  ?  In  ex- 
ercising this  trust,  we  ought  to  consider,  not  only 
her  present,  but  her  future  advantage.  The  pres- 
ent generation  is  not  alone,  nor  even  nrincipally 
intei^ted  in  the  question  before  us.  Ii  the  age  of 
States  were  limited  to  the  period  of  human  life, 
this  subject  would  be  comparatively  of  little  im- 
portance. But  when  all  the  inhabitants  who  are 
now  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  Territory  shall 
sleep  with  their  fathers,  it  scarcely  will  have  com- 
menced its  political  existence.  The  statesman 
whose  views  look  not  to  the  future,  is  unworthy 
the  confidence  of  the  American  people.  It  depends 
upon  us,  in  no  small  d^ee,  whether  fifty  years 
hence,  the  counties  of  Missouri  shall  be  cultivated 
like  the  garden  of  Pennsylvania,  supporting  a  pop- 
ulation of  industrious  freemen,  ana  contributing 
lareely  to-  the  national  wealth,  or  whether  they 
shall  exhibit  the  cheerless  spectacle  presented  to 
our  view  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  District — 
whether  her  portiooless  sons  shall  hereafter  be- 
come companions  of  plantation  negroes,  or  the 
independent  cultivators  of  their  own  fields.  If 
improved  lands  be  more  valuable  to  a  State  than 
barren  wastes ;  if  a  compact  population  be  more 
valuable  than  that  whicn  is  dispersed ;  if  a  popu- 
lation of  freemen  be  better  than  hordes  of  staves, 
we  cannot  hesitate  in  deciding  what  is  required 
by  the  interest  of  the  Territory. 

Is  not  the  amendment  necessary  also  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  middling  class  of  emigrants  throughout 
the  Union?  Can  they  flourish  in  a  country  of 
slaves?  In  civilized  society,  the  persons  engaged 
in  mechanical  arts  constitute  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  its  members.  But,  if  information  de- 
rived from  the  old  slaveholdins  States  be  credited, 
that  class  of  their  free  population  is  constantly 
diminishing.  Those  arts  nave  been  taught  to 
their  slaves,,  who  now  nerform  the  business  in 
which  free  citizens  were  formerly  employed.  That 
part  of  society  whose  physical  power  requires  to 
be  strengthened,  is  thus  dimlnisned,  and  the  me- 
chanic is  compelled  to  abandon  his  home,  and 
search  for  employment  in  a  distant  land. 

The  admission  of  Missouri,  without  a  restric- 
tion against  slavery,  is  opposed  bv  a  majority  of 
the  States  in  &e  Union.  These  States^^  it  is  true, 
have  parted  with  the  power  of  legislating  on  the 
subject ;  but,  ought  not  their  judgment  and  wishes 
to  be  respected  ?  In  business  partnerships,  what 
would  wisdom  dictate  in  such  a  case?  Although 
its  managers  or  agents  miriit  have  power  to  ad- 
mit new  members,  would  thev  be  wise  to  exercise 
it  in  a  manner  hostile  to  the  Icnown  opinions  of  a 
majority  of  those,  both  in  number  and  amount, 
interested  in  the  concern  ?  What  consequences 
would  be  likely  to  follow  such  proceedings,  even 
if  the  managers  should  be  able,  by  the  means  of 
votes  thus  acquired,  to  retain  their  places,  and 
control  the  interests  of  the  original  partners? 
Could  the  concern  flourish  ?  Would  not  conten- 
tion and  distrust  unavoidably  ensue?  And  is  har- 


mony less  desirable  in  a  confederacv  of  States, 
than  in  the  little  concerns  of  mercantile  profit  ? 

The  adoption  of  the  amendment  is  necessary  to 
retard  the  growth  of  that  slavdiolding  spirit  which 
appears  to  gain  ground  in  the  United  States. 
Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  abolition  and 
colonization  societies,  in  vonous  parts  of  the  Union, 
it  is  feared  and  believed  that  public  sentiment  in  the 
West  is  becoming  less  unfnendly  to  slavery  than 
it  formerly  was ;  no  new  State  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  1791,  which  has  not  estab- 
lished slavery  by  law,  unless  prohibited  by  Con- 
mss.  Alabama,  the  last  State  admitted,  has  not 
left  it  to  the  regulation  of  law,  but  has  protected 
it  by  a  Constitutional  provision.  In  1792^  when 
Kentucky  was  admitted,  a  powerful  eombmation 
of  talent  and  influence  was  exerted  in  fikvorof 
the  gradual  emancipation  of  her  slaves.  Who 
were  then  the  zealous  supporters  of  freedom  in 
Kentucky  ?  The  history  or  their  eflforts  and  the 
cause  of  their  failure,  are  well  known  to  some 
honorable  members  of  this  Committee  from  that 
Slate.  Unfortunately  their  eflforts  did  not  succeed. 
But,  even  an  attempt  to  stop  the  progress  of  siaverr 
in  the  West,  though  successful,  was  no  smaU 
honor.  It  evinced  an  elevation  of  mind,  a  mag- 
nanimity of  purpose,  to  which  the  citizens  of  no 
new  State  have  since  attained.  Some  old  States 
have  accomplished,  for  themselves,  the  objects  of 
the  Kentucky  emancipators ;  but  it  has  been  done 
in  latitude  only  where  cotton  could  not  be  grown, 
and  where  the  value  of  slaves  was,  on  that  account, 
^comparatively  smaU.  The  increase  of  a  slave- 
holding  spirit  appears,  not  only  from  these  flicts, 
but  also  from  the  manner  in  which  the  ordinance 
of  1787  is  treated,  both  in  Consress  and  out  of  it. 
That  ordinance  was  passed  by  Ute  unanimous  vote 
of  all  the  States.  I  nave  the  authority  of  an  hon- 
omUe  Representative  from  Virginia,  when  I  say, 
that  its  sixth  article,  which  prohibits  slavery,  was 
proposed  by  a  delegate  of  toat  State.  Its  enact- 
ment was  then  considered  by  all  the  States,  as 
well  slavehoiding  as  non-elaveholding,  not  only 
within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress,  but  es- 
pecially recommended  by  considerations  of  public 
policy.  Is  this  sentiment  still  maintained  ?  No, 
sir,  it  is  not;  public  journals,  conducted  und^  the 
patronage  of  high  authority,  denounce  it ;  distin- 
guished statesmen,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
proclaim  it  an  instance  of  rank  usurpation ;  and 
a  Legidative  Assembly  of  one  State,  at  least«have 
threatened  resistance  if  Congress  shall  apply  the 
same  principle  to  Missouri.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
declaim  against  these  proceedings ;  I  mention  them 
only  in  jproof  of  my  proposition,  that  a  slavehoid- 
ing spint  is  gaining  ground  in  tne  Union. 

But,  however  n^essary  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  may  be  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Territoiy ;  however  calculated  to  better  the  con- 
dition ol  mechanics  and  laborers;  however  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  existing  State  rights ; 
and  however  much  demanded  to  check  the  per- 
vading influence  of  riaveholdin^p  principles,  it 
ought  not  to  be  supported,  unless  m  pursuance  of 
some  power  clearly  ddegated  to  Congress.  In 
my  judgment,  the  power  may  be  derived  from 
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those  grants  in  the  Constitution  whkh  authorize 
Congress  ''to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  rcwiiations  respeeting  the  territor]r  of 
the  United  States ;"  '^  to  admit  new  States  into 
the  Union ;"  and  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  that  power  into  effect ;  and,  also, 
from  the  right  of  sorerei^ty  over  the  Territory, 
acquired  by  the  treaty  with  France,  of  April  30, 
1603. 

In  regard  to  the  first  proposition,  we  observe, 
that  much  confusion  and  error  has  arisen,  from 
representing  Missouri  as  now  entitled  to  the  righ^ 
and  prerogatives  of  a  State.  Nothing  can  be  moie 
deceptive  than  arguments  founded  on  that  hypo- 
thesis. Until  it  shall  have  formed  a  constitution, 
and  that  coostitatton  shall  have  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress,  and  an  act  of  admission  passed,  it 
remains  a  Territorv.  It  is  entitled  to  no  Federal 
power.  This  bUf  proposes,  on  the  conditions 
therein  contained,  to  grant  to  the  people  of  a  Ter- 
ritory permission  to  ao  certain  acts,  which  they 
now  are  unable  to  perform.  The  powercxercised 
in  fixing  these  eonditiona  is,  that  of  making  rules 
and  re^vlatiobs  respecting  the  Territory — ^it  is 
legislation  ibr  the  Territory.  Several  sections  of 
the  original  bill,  as  reported  by  the  delegate  from 
Missouri,  propose  an  exercise  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress of  a  sovereignty  quite  as  extensive  as  that 
claimed  by  the  amendment.  The  bill  denies  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  the  privilege  of  deter- 
miiung  the  extent  or  boundaries  of  the  proposed 
State.  It  establishes  boundaries  widely  differing 
from  those  petitioned  for  bv  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory.  It  refuses  to  them  an  extensive  tract 
of  land  which  they  ask  to  have  incoqx)rated  into 
their  limits,  and  gives  them  a  tract  which  they  do 
not  want ;  and  the  privilege  of  admission  into  the 
Union  is  granted  only  on  this  condition,  among 
others,  that  the  Territory  shall  ratify  the  lx>unda- 
ries  in  the  bill. 

Neither  the  qualifications  of  electors  to  vote  for 
the  convention  to  form  the  constitution,  nor  the 
number  of  its  members,  nor  the  apportionment  of 
them  among  the  several  counties,  nor  the  time  of 
holding  the  election,  nor  of  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention, are  confided  to  the  determination  of  the 
Territory.  Are  not  some  of  these  regulations 
▼ery  important,  calculated  to  have  great  influence 
on  thecaaraeterof  the  constitution  to  be  formed  ? 
But  all  admit  the.  riffht  of  Congress  to  establish 
them.  Certain  conditions  are  also  pieseribed, 
without  aasenting  to  which  the  Territory  cannot 
be  admitted  as  a  State,  and  by  assenting  to  which 
she  will  be  deprived  of  powers  enjoyed  by  other 
States.  Amon^  these  are  the  following:  «No 
*  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  in  no  case  shall  non- 
'iresideiit  woprietors  be  taxed  hiffher  than  resi- 
<  dents."  The  right  to  prescribe  these  conditions, 
is  not  denied. 

But  by  what  provision  of  the  Constitution  is 
that  right  conferred  which  does  not  equally  apply 
to  the  amendment  in  question?  The  plain  trutn 
is,  t&at  a  law  authorizing  the  people  of  a  territory 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government  par- 
takes of  the  nature  of  propositions  to  form  with 


them  a  treaty  or  compaet.  The  citizeos  of  Mis- 
souri have  certain  rights,  of  which  Congress  can- 
not deprive  them.  The  following  are  examples: 
a  right  of  protection  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  a  right  of  trial  by 
jury ;  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  of  freedom 
of  speech  and  a  free  press ;  of  petitioning  Govern- 
ment for  a  redress  of  grievances ;  of  keeping  and 
bearing  arms;  of  security  in  thrir  persons;,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects,  against  unreascmaUe  searches 
and  seizures;  and  many  more  that  mi^ht  be  men- 
tioned. Possessing  these  rights,  of  which  we  can- 
not deprive  them,  they  petition  for  a  grant  of  oth- 
ers. In  deciding  on  their  application,  we  are  bound 
to  consider  the  subject  in  relation  to  the  general 
welfare,  emlwacing  that  of  the  particular  teiriiory. 
We  grant  the  application  uwm  specified  condi- 
tions, not  inconsistent  with  tne  principles  of  the 
Constitution.  The  people  of  the  Tecritory  exunine 
these  conditions  and  decide  thereon ;  if  approved, 
they  ratify  the  treaty,  and  succeed  to  its  advan- 
tages ;  if  rejected,  they  continue  in  die  enjoymeat 
of  all  the  rights  previously  possessed.  We  claim 
no  authority  to  form  a  State  government  for  Mis- 
souri, to  compel  her  to  accept  it,  and  come  into 
the  Union,  but  we  do  claim  the  right,  which  has 
ever  been  exercised,  of  making  her  admission  de^ 
pend  upon  just  and  reasonable  conditions,  in  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  which  she  acts  wuh  en- 
tire freedom. 

Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union. 
Congress  also  may  declare  war,  and  may  borrow 
money.  These  acts  are  alike  to  beperformed  when 
required  by  the  general  welfare.  Tne  Constituuon 
imposes  tipoa  Congress  noobligatioa  to  admit  new 
States.  Ft  permits  none  to  demand  adxmsaian.  It 
authorizes  no  member  of  the  Confederacy  to  re- 
quire such  admission.  The  President  and  Senate 
cannot,  bv  treaty,  admit  a  State  into  the  UBion ; 
nor  can  tney  impose  on  Congress  an  obli^tion  to 
do  it.  The  admission  of  Louisiana,  which  vras 
part  of  the  same  territory  with  Missouri,  was  not 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  ri(fKt ;  it  was  solicited  as  a 
favor.  The  propriety  of  imposing  conditions  was 
not  qoestioned.  It  was  then  thought  reasouahle 
and  Constitutional,  too,  that  a  political  as  well  as 
every  other  society  should  prescribe  Che  time,  man- 
ner, and  conditions  of  obtaining  the  privilege  of 
membership,  That  the  power  of  admitting  new 
States  and  making  the  laws  necessary  and  proper 
therefor,  give  the  right  for  which  we  contend,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  and  natural  interpretation  of 
language,  appears  to  me  too  evident  to  need  further 
illustration. 

By  the  treatv  with  France,  Congress  acquired 
^^  an  incontestanle  title  to  the  domain  and  posses- 
^  sion  of  the  ceded  territory  in  fuU  sovereignty, 
^  with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances.'^  The 
only  limitation  on  the  exercise  of  this  sovereignty, 
inust  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  The  sover- 
eignty is  general,  but  must  be  exerted  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  National 
Government.  It,  therefore,  becomes  important  to 
ascertain  what  these  principles  are,  in  relation  to 
the  amendment  on  your  table.  In  other  woids,  is 
the  power  of  holding  slaves  a  federal  right?   In 
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discussing  this  question,  we  ouffht  carefully  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  principles  of  the  United 
States'  Government  and  those  of  particular  States. 
The  doctrines  of  New  Hampshire  and  of  Qeor^a 
in  regard  to  slavery,  are  diametrically  opposite, 
and  cannot  both  be  the  doctrines  of  the  United 
States.    The  Federal  GoTernment  is  as  distinct 
from  each  of  these,  as  they  are  from  each  other. 
All  these  rightfully  exercise  a  limited  sorerdnity 
in  their  proper  spheres.   We  further  premise,  tnat, 
in  a  confederacy  like  ours,  the  principles  of  a  dom- 
inant State  naturaUy  acquire  a  currency  and  an 
artificial  value  from  their  connexion  with  honor 
and  power.    It  is  evident  enoaeh,  that  the  United 
States'  Government  does  not  bclonff  to  Virginia, 
any'  more  than  to  Ohio.    It  nevertheless  may  be 
quite  Virginian.    Indeed  we  were  told,  but  a  few 
days  since,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  territory 
in  question  to  the  wisdom  and  to  the  cash  of  Vir- 
ginia.   [Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  said,  that  if  the 
featleman  from  New  York  quoted  him,  he  hoped 
e  would  not  misquote  him.    He  had  used  oeitner 
the  word  wisdom  or  cash.]    Mr.  Tatlor  replied, 
that  words  were  only  useful  as  a  means  of  com- 
municating ideas.    The  gentleman  (torn  Virginia 
may  have  used  sagacity  mstead  of  wisdom,  and 
trc^stare,  wealth,  or  money,  instead  of  cash.    The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  snakes  his  head.    I  can- 
not have  mistaken  the  sentiment.     His  expres- 
sions, as  usual,  were  very  clear  and  distinct.    But 
it  is  not  material.    The  political  sagacity  of  Vir- 
ginia is  onimpeached.    She  has  manifested  it  in 
manv  respects,  and  in  none  more  than  in  the  abil- 
ity sne  displays  on  this  floor.  She  selects  for  Con- 
gress her  ablest  sons.    She  reposes,  in  them  a  lib- 
eral confidence.  While  faithful  to  her  interests,  she 
continues  them  in  her  employment,  thereby  ena- 
bling them  to  honor  the  nation  and  serv^  the  State. 
She  instructs  them  not  to  wa$t6  their  strength  at 
home,  in  petty  warfare,  in  scuffles  for  .office,  and 
in  the  gratification  of  private  resentments.    She 
points  to  the  prize  of  high  ambition,  and  Inds  them 
secure  it.   They  obey  her  mandate.    If  they  stum- 
ble, she  upholds  them.    If  they  fall,  she  raises 
them.    If.  they  wander,  she  reclaims  them.    She 
publishes  their  virtues,  and  covors  their  errors  with 
a  mande  of  charity.    How  unlike  is  Virginia  in 
all  these  respects,  to  some  of  her  sisters  I    She  has 
set  before  them  an  exam[4e,  which,  failing  to  im- 
itate, their  complaints  of  her  infipence  will  remain 
unavailing.    And,  is  there  less  danger  that  the 
principles  of  Virginia,  in  regard  to  slavery,  will 
acquire  popularity,  and  ultimately  i>ass  for  those 
of  the  nation,  because  she  is  wise  in  her  policy 
and  maintains  her  consequence  in  every  depart- 
ment of  your  Groyemment?    But  let  us  examine 
what  are  the  principles  on  which  the  United  States 
Government  is  founded.    Do  they  justify  slavery  1 
I  answer,  they  do  not.    Congress,  within  its  sov- 
ereignty, has  constandy  endeavored  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  slavery,  and  has  maintained  the 
doctrine<"that  all  men  are  born  equally  free." 
But  has  disclaimed,  and  condnues  to  disclaim, 
any  right  to  enforce  this  doctrine  upon  State 
sovereignties. 
The  first  truth  declared  by  this  nation,  at  the! 


era  of  its  independence^  was,  *'  that  all  men  are 
<  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
^  Creator  with  certain  malienable  rights ;  thai 
'  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
'  happiness." 

Are  we  willing  to  pronounce  this  declaraUon, 
for  the  suppprt  of  which  the  Fathers  of  our  Rev- 
olution pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes,  a  flagrant 
falsehood  ?  Was  this  declaration  a  solemn  mock- 
ery ?  Did  such  men  as  Jefferson,  Adams,  Frank- 
lin, Sherman,  and  Livingston,  proclaim  to  the 
world,  as  self-evident  •truth,  doctrues  thev  did  sot 
believe  ?  Did  they  lay  the  foundation  oi  this  in- 
fant R^ublic  in  fraud  and  hypocrisy  1  The  aup- 
position  is  incredible.  These  men  coinposed  the 
committee  which  reported  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependeaoe.  Four  of  them  were  delegates  from 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania)  Connecticut  and 
New  York.  They  expressed  the  c^nions  of  the 
Sutes  they  represented.  The  sentiments  of  tMc 
chairman  on  this  intereftine  subject  are  not  eoor 
tained  in  the  declaration  alone*  If  further  evi- 
dence be  required  as  to  his  opinioiis,  it  is  abnn- 
dantly  fomiahed  in  his  '^  Notes  cm  Virginia."  His 
denunciation  of  slavery  is  there  expressed  in  lan- 
guage too  distinet  to  be  misunderstood.  It$  injns- 
tioe  is  portrayed  in  flowing  colors,  and  its  evib 
described  with  irresistiUe  eloquence.  While  books 
are  read,  or  truth  revered,  his  sentiments  on  this 
subject  will  insure  to  their  author  unfading  honor. 

la  1784,  Virgioia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
rij^kt  and  title  to  the  Northwest  Territory,  on  con- 
dition '^  that  the  States  there  to  be  fonaed  should 
'  be  admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  hav- 
*  inff  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
'  independence,,  as  the  other  States."  Ip  Jttlyv 
1787,  an  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  government 
of  the  Territory,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  aH  the 
States,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

*'  And  for  extending  the  Amdamental  prineiplei  of 
civil  and  religions  liberty,  which  Ibrm  the  basis  where- 
on these  republics^  their  laws  and  oonstitutions  ase 
•rected ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  aa  the 
basi«  for  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  go?enunenl«, 
which,  fbroTor  hereafter,  shall  b«  formod  in  the  said 
Territory;  to  provide,  also,  for  the  establishment  of 
States  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  k  share  in  the  Federal  Councili,  on 
an  equal  footing  vrlth  the  original  States,  at  as  early 
periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  genei^al  interest : 
It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  antfaoritv 
aforesaid,  That  the  following  articles  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  Slates 
and  the  peo^e  and  States  in  the  aaid  Territory,  and 
teever  remam  uaalterable,  unlesa  by  common  eonsea^ 
to  wit:" 

**  Abticx.!  6.  There  ahall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  said  Temtory,  (rtherwlse 
than  in  the  punishraent  of  ortmesv  whereof  the  party 
ahall  have  bean  duly  convicted :  Provided  a/tcraye,  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  firom  whom  labor 
or  service. is  lawfullv  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  origi- 
nal States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  redairaed  an4 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or.  her  labor  or 
service  as  aforesaid." 

This  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  government, 
not  of  a  part,  bat  of  every  foot  of  the  territorieBof 
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public  ;*  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Ephraim  Cooper,  stating  that  he  has  recently  dis- 
covered a  new  method  of  raising  and  subsisting 
the  silk  worm,  and  manufacturing  silk,  and  pray- 
ing Congress  to  make  him  a  mnt  of  from  twenty- 
fiye  to  fifty  thousand  dollar  for  his  said  discovery; 
when,  as  ne  states,  he  is  willing  to  make  the  same 
public  for  the  benefit  of  the  peojrfe  of  the  United 
States ;  which,  together  with  some  accompanying 
disclosures  on  the  subject,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  petition  of  John 
M.  Jones,  stating  that  he  has  lately  discovered  a 
new  metnod  of  taking  rats  and  mice,  by  which, 
with  a  trifling  expense,  any  person  possessed  of 
the  secret  may  entirely  extirpate  these  vermin 
from  any  house^  ship,  or  other  place  they  may  in- 
fest ;  and  praying  Congress  to  make  bim  a  grant 
of  such  sum  of  public  money  as  they  may  think 
his  discovery  merits,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made 
public  for  tne  benefit  of  the  good  peonle  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  ad- 
ditional reflations  mav  be  adopted  m  relation  to 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  in  order  to  prevent 
speculations,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  poor 
men ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cobb  on  yes- 
terday, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  April  17th.  1818. 

On  motion  oi  Mr.  Allen,- of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  securing  to  the  several  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  the  benefit  of  their  pensions,  by  exempting 
any  moneys  which  may  oe  paid  on  account  of 
such  pensions,  from  foreign  attachment,  set-off,  or 
other  laws  in  the  respective  States,  by  which  such 
moneys  may  be  intercepted,  before  the  actual  re- 
ceipt of  them  by  such  pensioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  Was  directed  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  maps  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories  which  include  any  of  the 
public  land  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Besolvidt  That  the  CommiUce  on  the  Pott  Office 
and  Poet  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  proWdiDg  by  law  that  moneys  received  for 
postage  shall  be  paid  directly  into  the  Treasury  of  the 

•  Vide  Message  from  the  President,  received  the 
lOih  instant. 


United  States;  and  that  the  Poetmaster  General  of 
the  United  States  shall,  annuatly;  report  to  Congnss 
a  IvA  of  all  contracts  which  he  may  have  made,  within 
the  preceding  year,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail ; 
and  specify,  in  such  report,  the  name  and  reaidence  of 
each  contractor,  the  amount  to  be  paid  fauBt  and  dis- 
tance embraced  in  each  contract 

After  some  little  discussionj  and  once  refusing 
tQ  lay  the  resolution  on  the  taUe,  it  took  that 
course,  and  lies  on  the  table. 

ADMISSION  OF  MlSlSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr«  Scott, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whdle,  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govem- 
ment,  &«. 

Several  important  propositions  were  succes- 
sively made  in  the  course  of  the  sitting  to  amend 
the  bill,  and  a  great  deal  of  discussion  took  place. 
The  Committee  rose  without  deciding  on  any 
question,  and  obt^ned  leave  to  sit  again. 


WEONBanAY,  January  26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WoonsRiDOE,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  further  provisions  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  or  the  treaty*  made  at 
Brownstown,  ia  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and 
Messrs.  WoooBaiDaB,  Bbscher,  and  Ross,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

SlIdSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  Went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri. 

The  proposition  under  consideration  was  an 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Storks,  substantially  to 
alter  the  limits  of  the  proposed  State,  so  as  to  make 
the  Missouri  river  the  northern  boundary  thereof, 
with  the  view  of  drawing  a  line  on  which  those 
in  favor  of,  and  those  opposed  to  the  slave  restric- 
tion, might  compromise  their  views. 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  and  withdrew  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
submitted  the  following: 

And  provided  furtheTf  and  it  is  hertbg  enacted^ 
That,  forever  hereafter,  neither  slavery  nor  involan- 
tary  servitude,  (except  in  the  ponishment  of  czimes, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,) 
shall  exist  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  iriDg 
north  of  the  88th  degree  of  north  iatitade,  and  west 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  M  issoari,  as  established  by  this  act :  Protidtd^ 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  said  Territory, 
fVom  whom  labor  or  service  is  UwfnUy  claimed  in  any 
of  the  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfolfy  reclaimed, 
and  conveyed,  according  to  the  lawe  of  the  United 
States  in  sach  case  provided,  to  the  piBraoa  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  afore«id. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  of  a  desultory 
character.  Messrs.  RAiinoLPR,  LowNncs,  Mer- 
cer, Brdsb,  Smith  of  Maryland;  Storrs,  and 
Clay,  successively  followed  each  other  in  debate. 

Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  he  rose 
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their  trmnspoitatioii  from  Africa  to  South  Caro- 
lina. Congress  had  power  to  prohibit  the  former^ 
and  it  was  exercised.  No  power  existed  to  pro- 
hibit the  latter,  because  the  States  reserred  to 
themselves  this  branch  of  sovereignty  until  1808. 
We  saw  and  deplored  the  evil,  but  our  hands 
were  tied.  It  was  not  suffered  to  exist  a  single 
day  after  the  power  of  preventing  it  accrued. 
Congress  enforced  the  princij^e  of  this  Qovern- 
znent,  and  manifested  its  devotion  to  tlie  rights  of 
man,  by  passing  the  act  of  1794.  If  slavery  be 
sanctioned  by  these  principles,  why  was  that  act 

Sassed  ?  It  proscribed  a  profitable  commerce ;  it 
ried  up  one  source  of  national  wealth,  and  was 
unfriendly  to  the  navigatin|r  interest.  By  that 
commerce  no  new  slaves  were  introduced  into  the 
States;  they  were  carried  to  foreign  countries, 
where  their  importation  was  sanctioned  by  law, 
and  thereby  the  balance  of  trade  was  rendered 
more  favorable  to  the  United  States.  Worldly 
wisdom  urged  much  in  its  favor ;  yet,  such  was 
our  condemnation  of  this  accursed  traffic — so  hos- 
tile to  our  national  -principles  was  it  considered  to 
make  merchandise  of  meii,  that  the  law  was  passed 
with  very  great  unanimity. 

In  1798,  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  claimed 
by  the  United  States,  as  well  as  by  Georgia.  If 
it  belonged  to  the  latter,  the  power  of  Congress 
could  not  be  exerted  against  the  importation  a( 
slaves,  until  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years ;  but, 
such  was  the  solicitude  of  thb  Government  to  pre- 
vent  the  extension  of  slavery,  diat  an  act  was  then 
passed,  declaring  ^'  that  any  slave  imported  into 
'  the  Territory,  from  without  the  limits  of  the 
'  United  States,  should  thereupon  be  entitled  to, 
*'  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

In  1802,  Congress  further  enforced  the  law 
agi^nst  the  slave  trade,  by  severe  penalties,  and 
recognised  the  prohibitory  acts  of  particular  States. 
In  1803,  Georf;ia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and,  to  prevent  the  applica- 
tion to  it  of  the  United  States  principles  in  regard 
to  slavery,  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession, 
which  provided  that  the  ceded  territory  should 
form  a  State,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
the  conditions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  expres^y 
excepted  that  article  which  forbids  slavery. 

In  1803,  Louisiana,  including  the  Territorv  of 
Missouri,  was  purchased  from  France.  The  tnird 
is  the  only  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  suIh 
ject  before  us.  It  consists  of  three  parts;  first, 
'<  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States." 
This  provision  was  to  be  executed  immediately. 
It  extended  to  all  the  inhabitants,  wherever  resi- 
dent, and  depended  on  no  eontingoicy.  Without 
it  they  mi^ht  have  continued  aliens,  and  have 
been  treated  like  the  inhalHtants  of  a  conquered 
province.  The  obligation  imposed  by  this  clause 
was  discharged  by  Congress  in  passing  the  act  of 
1804^  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 
^  providing  for  the  temporary  govemmient  thereof. 
By  this  act  they  were  incorporated  into  the  Union, 
and  the  laws  ot  the  United  Statea  were  extended 
to  them ;  they  became  part  of  the  Ameriean  fam- 
ily, subject  to  its  rules  and  regulations^  and  bound 
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to  obey  its  authority.  Their  allegiance  was  trans- 
ferred from  France  to  the  United  States;  they 
were  obligated  to  support  our  Constitation  and 
obey  our  laws;  they  necessarily  acquired  some 
new  privileges,  and  lost  some  formerly  enioyed; 
for  example,  they  lost  the  privilege  of  employing 
ships  in  the  slave  trade-— oCpuying  foreisn  slaves — 
of  punishing  heresy,  and,  in  short,  of  Deing  gov- 
erned by  the  colonial  laws  of  France;  and  they 
acquired  the  privilege  of  being  governed  by  the 
American  Congress  on  principles  of  freedom. 
These  consequences  necessarily  followed  their  in- 
corporation into  the  Union. 

The  second  clause  is  contingent,  and  requi^ 
that  the  inhalutants  '<  shall  be  admitted,  as  soon 
as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States."  The  subject-matter  of  this 
clause  is  tnAoMtoato,  not  territorp.  In  all  the  ces- 
sions of  territory  previously  acquired  by  Congress, 
a  provision  had  been  inserted  in  the  compacts, 
'^  that  the  territory  should  be  formed  into  a  State 
or  States."  These  compacts  had  been  made  by 
Congress^  which  had  power  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.  But  this  treaty  was  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  who  had  no  such  power.  It 
was  doubted  by  many  whether,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  new  Stales 
could  be  erected  in  this  territory ;  and  it  was  un- 
certain whether  the  existing  States  would  so  amend 
the  Constitution  as  to  confer  the  power.  But  if 
Congress  had  the  power,  it  was  uncertain  when, 
and  on  what  cohditions,  they  would  think  proper 
to  exercise  it ;  and.  until  the  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States  should,  in  the  opinion  of  Con* 

Sess,  require  its  exercise,  it  was  not  possible  for 
em  to  be  admitted.-  Moreover,  the  rights,  ad-* 
vantages,  and  immunities,  to  the  cnioyment  of 
which  they  are  to  be  admitted,  are  those  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  power  of  holding 
slaves  is  no  right,  advantage,  or  immunity,  arising 
from  United  States  citizenship.  Whatever  those 
rights  are^  they  must  be  uniform ;  that  £b,  United 
States  citizenship  confers  the  same  ris^ts  in  New 
Hampshire  as  in  Kentucky.  If  in  nlentueky  it 
gives  the  power  of  holding  slaves,  by  virtue  of  it 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  may  hold  slaves  in 
New  Hampshire.  The  error  is  in  confounding 
the  rights  of  United  States  citizenship  with  those 
arising  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky.  Bv  the  lat- 
ter an  authority  to  hold  slaves  exists ;  by  the  former 
it  does  not.  The  rights  of  United  States  citizen- 
ship are  founded  on  the  Constitution ;  they  are 
paramount  to,  and  cannot  be  taken  away  or  affec^< 
ed  by  State  laws.  But  the  right  of  holdiw  slaves 
may  be  taken  away  by  State  Taws ;  therefore  it  is 
not  a  right  of  United  States  citizenship,  and  con- 
sequently was  not  guarantied  to  the  inhabitaikts  of 
this  tenitory  by  treaty. 

The  inhalntants  had  no  ri^ht  to  calculate  on  a 
power  of  holding  slaves. .  Neither  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  nor  the  practice  of  the  €h>vem« 
ment,  justified  that  expectation.  Congress  had 
allowed  slavery  to  exist  in  no  territory  whev^  its 
allowance  had  not  been  nuide,hy  the  Stale 
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it,  an  express  condition  of  the  cession.  These  in- 
habitants could  not  reasonably  expect  greater 
rights  than  were  enjoyed  by  those  ot  the  original 
territory  of  the  United  States.  They  were  au- 
thorized to  expect  the  priyile^e  of  self-goTernment, 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  nad  been  granted  to 
them ;  but,  like  them,  they  were  subject  to  the  de- 
termination of  Congress  as  to  time,  manner,  bound- 
aries, and  every  other  condition.  The  third  clause 
of  the  article  provides  "that  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  meantime,  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  ^perty, 
and  the  religion  which  they  profess."  Without 
stopping  to  inquire  into  the  general  signification 
of  tne  word  property^  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
does  not  include  the  future  generations  of  men  who 
may  be  born  in  the  territory  ;  and  the  condition  of 
those  now  held  to  service  will  not  be  changed  by 
agteeing  to  the  amendment.  With  this  single  re- 
mark, I  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  property  cannot  mean  an  absolute  right  to 
use  it  without  control ;  nor,  that  the  control  shall 
be  exercised  in  the  same  manner  and  degree  that 
it  had  been  under  the  former  government.  If  this 
were  its  meaning,  and  the  treaty  be  considered  in 
the  nature  of  a  charter  of  riffbts  to  the  inhabit- 
ants, they  may  at  this  time  rightfuHy  carry  on  the 
alave  trade,  and  do  many  other  acts  prohibited  by 
law.  But  the  right  granted  freely  to  enjoy  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion,  only  requires  that 
they  shall  be  protected  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  liberty,  property,  and  religion  of  6ther  citizens, 
similarly  situated,  are  protected.  It  is  a  protec- 
tion according'  to  the  principles  of  this,  and  not  of 
a  foreign  Gtovernment. 

The  act  of  1804,  to  which  I  have  already  ad- 
verted, strongly  illustrates  the  solicitude  of  Con- 
gress to  prohibit'  the  extension  of  slavery  even  in 
the  Orleans  territory.  It  forbade  the  introduction, 
fint,  of  all  foreign  slaves;  secondly,  of  all  slaves 
brought  into  the  United  States  after  May  1. 1796, 
or  thereafter  to  be  imported ;  thirdly,  or  all  other 
staves,  except  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
removing  into  the  territory  for  actual  settlement, 
and  bona  fide  owning  such  slaves.  All  slaves 
brought  into  the  territory  of  Orleans,  contrary  to 
these  provisions,  were  entitled  to  freedom,  and 
penalties  were  imposed  on  the  importers.  Con- 
gress could  not  endure  the  idea  tnat  even  New 
Orleans  should  become  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
human  flesh. 

-  The  residue  of  Louisiana  was  placed  under  the 
government  of  the  Governor  and  Judges  of  Indir 
ana^  where  slavery  was  forever  prohibited  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  It  was  believed  that  these  ofii- 
ceis  would  apply  to  Missouri  the  same  principles 
of  government  on  which  they  were  bound  to  ad- 
minister that  of  Indiana.  Unhappily  for  Missouri, 
these  ffentlemen  entertained  diferent  views,  and 
sufiered  the  evil  to  increase,  without  an  efibrt  to 
retard  it.  The  subsequent  acts  in  regard  to  this 
Territory,  are  of  so  recent  a  date,  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  detail  their  provisions. 

The  contests  of  party  at  home,  and  the  great 
national  questions  in  which  we  were  soon  inrMved 


with  foreign  Governments,  drew  the  attention  of 
Congress  from  this  particular  subject.  It  now  ii 
brought  forward  at  a  time  when  political  animo- 
sities have  in  a  good  degree  subsided,  and  every 
circumstance  is  favoraUe  to  its  just  decision. 

The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1802,  1816,  and  1818^ 
and  the  restriction  against  slavery  was  applied, 
without  opposition,  to  all  of  them.  They  formed 
their  constitutions  accordinjgly,  and  are  now  reap- 
ing the  rich  reward  of  civil  as  well  as  polirical 
fr^om. 

The  slave  trade  was  abolished  by  act  of  J  807, 
to  take  eflfect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1808, 
being  Ihe  earliest  day  on  which  Congress  could 
exercise  that  power. 

In  this  manner  Congress  has  respected  the  rights 
of  man,  and  has  end«ivored,  in  pursoanee  of  the 
principles  of  the  United  States  Grovernmeiit,  to 
limit  tne  extension  of  slavery  as  much  a5  possible. 

Many  important  considerations  relating  to  the 
general  welfare  are  intimately  connected  with  this 
sulject.  To  a  few  of  these  I  shall  briejRy  advert 
The  defence  of  our  country  emphaticaUy  rests  oo 
its  militia  force.  A  slave  population  contributes 
nothing  to  this  force,  and  occupies  the  place  which 
otherwise  would  be  filled  by  a  brave  and  hardy 
yeomanry.  In  detailing  militia  from  the  several 
States  for  the  public  service,  the  qtx>ta  of  each  is 
ascertained,  not  by  its  political  power  or  repfesen- 
tation  in  Congress,  but  by  its  militia  returns.  War 
may  be  made  by  the  refvesentatives  of  a  minority 
of  those  who  are  obliged  to  risk  their  lives  in  \is 
support.  This  is  a  departure  from  that  priociple 
of  tne  Constitution  which  establishes  a  proporticn 
between  political  power  and  contribution  to  public 
butdcns;  a  departure  which,  in  operation,  has  been 
found  very  unequal,  but  of  whicn  we  do  not  cgm- 
plain  in  relation  to  existing  Slates.  It  is  one  con- 
dition of  the  compact  between  us,  and  we  are  wil- 
ling to  fulfil  it ;  but  we  are  not  willing  to  aggravate 
the  inequality. 

By  the  extension  of  slavery  the  contribution  oi 
money,  as  well  as  of  men.  is  rmdered  more  nnfii- 
vorable  to  the  non-slavenolding  States.  If  our 
revenues  were  raised  by  direct  taxation,  the  ine- 
(^uality  would  not  be  very  great  But,  of  the  mil- 
lions which  have  passed  through  the  United  States 
Treasury,  how  small  a  portion  has  been  derived 
from  that  source  I  Nearly  the  whole  amount  has 
been  levied  by  duties  on  importation.  We  have 
paid  it  in  the  price  of  our  cofiee,  tea,  sugar,  and 
almost  every  other  article  of  foreign  men£andise. 
These  articles  are  extensively  used,  and  many  of 
them  considered  necessaries  of  life  by  all  classes 
of  citizens  in  the  non-slaveholding  States,  while 
their  consumption  is  very  limited  among  slaves. 
We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  rev- 
enue system  will  soon  be  superseded  by  that  of  di- 
rect taxation ;  and.  while  it  continueS|  our  contri- 
bution to  the  public  Treasury  will  ever  remain 
greatly  disproportionate  to  our  political  power  ia 
the  Federal  Gfovernment. 

I  have  no  desire  to  magnify  the  danger  of  insm^ 
rection  in  the  slaveholdin^  States.  I  hope  it  no 
where  exists,  or,  at  most,  m  a  very  limitea  degieeu 
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^    InformatioB  derived  fiom  honorable  members  of 
^     this  Committee  confirm  mj  belief  that  such  is 
1    generally  the  case.    I  have  listened  with  pleasure 
I    to  the  recital  of  examples  of  the  unconquerable  at- 
1    tachmeat,  fidelity,  and  devotion  of  slaves  to  their 
>    masters.    Some  of  these  instances  have  evinced  a 
I    magnanimity  which  would  have  done  honor  to 
1    the  oest  days  of  chivalric  heroism.    They  are  alike 
'    honorable  to  master  and  slave.    But  these  exam- 
ples are  of  rare  occurrence.    That  some  danger 
exists,  is  not  denied ;  it  is  admitted  by  all.    What- 
ever it  may  be,  I  am  unwilling  to  entail  it  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  West,  and  with  it  the 
obligation  of  protecting  them  against  "  domestic 
violence." 

The  strength  of  this  nation  chieflj  consists  in 
its  moral  power.  The  foundation  of  this  is  laid 
in  the  intellijgence  and  virtue  of  the  people.  A 
wise  Administration  will  always,  and  especiallv 
in  i)erilous  times,  receive  the  support  of  sued 
a  people.  As  difficulties  thicken,  and  dangers 
threaten,  they  will  put  forth  their  strength.  Be- 
ing capable  of  understanding  the  neoessitr  of 
?Teat  sacrifices,  they  will  make  them  with  cheer- 
ulness,  and  will  march  to  victory.  But  this  moral 
f  power  of  a  nation  does  not  consist  solely  nor  chiefly 
m  the  distinguished  science  of  her  favored  sons — 
the  rich  and  noble  few«->but  in  the  information 
and  integrity  of  her  yeomanry,  her  farmers,  me- 
chanics, and  laborers.  These,  in  a  Qorernment 
like  ours,  possess  as  well  the  moral  power  as  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  countr)r.  If  a  lar^  portion 
of  these  be  staves,  that  power  is  not  only  impaired^ 
but  physical  debility  occupies  its  place. 

The  peculiar  situation  of  this  Territory  requires 
it  to  become  a  strong  frontier.  Lying  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  numerous  and  powerful  trib^  of  Indians, 
approaehine  the  neighborhood  of  a  country  which 
soon  may  become  a  rich  and  jealous  rival,  we 
ought  not  to  weaken  it  with  a  slave  population. 

The  representation  in  Congress,  allowed  for 
slaves,  as  t  have  before  said,  was  matter  of  com- 
promise. The  extent  of  this  concession  was  sup* 
posed  to  be  seen  and  clearly  understood.  It  was 
Mieved  that  it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  -the 
thtn  existing  States,  and,  possibly,  to  the  territory 
in  dti'pute  between  the  United  States  and  Greorgia. 
It  did  not  apply  to  foreign  territory.  If  yoa  can 
clain^i  it  as  mcident  to  the  power  or  admitting  new 
States,  you  mav  stretch  the  principle  to  I  know 
not  wnat  lengtn.  The  words  of  the  Constitution 
may  not  be  violated,  but  its  Spirit  will  be  disre- 
garded. ~  No  expnas  power  is  granted  to  Congress 
to  acquire  territory.  If  it  exists  at  all  it  is  by  irxt- 
plication.  Thus,  on  the  implied  power  to  acquire 
territory  by  treaty,  you  raise  an  implied  ri^ht  to 
erect  it  into  States,  and  imply  a  compromise  by 
which  slavery  is  to  be  established,  and  its  slaves 
represented  in  Congresst.  Is  this  just  ?  Is  it  fair  ? 
Where  will  it  end  ?  Must  we  allow  representa- 
tion not  onlv  to  French  and  Spanish  slaves  bought 
with  the  Territory  in  question,  but  to  African 
daves  smugjgled  into  it  in  violation  of  law  ?  But 
your  lust  of  acquiring  is  not  yet  satiated.  You 
must  have  the  Floridas.  Your  ambition  rises. 
You  covet  Cuba,  and  obtain  it.    You.  stretch  your 


arms  to  the  other  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  they  become  yours.  Are  the  millions  of  slaves 
inhabiting  these  countries,  too,  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  Cnion  and  represented  in  Congress?  Are 
the  freemen  of  the  old  States  to  become  the.  slaves 
of  the  representatives  of  foreign  slaves  ?  The  ma- 
jority may  be  in  your  hands.  You  may  haVe  the 
power  to  pass  such  laws,  but  beware  how  you  use 
It.  Remember  by  whom,  and  for  whom,  this 
Qovertiment  was  established.  ^  We,  the  people 
of  the  United  States."  made  it  to  secure  our  fib^y 
and  promote  our  welfare.  True,  sir,  it  is  not  every 
violation  of  the  Constitution  that  will  justify  ex- 
treme measures.  Our  Union  may  be  compared  to 
a  commercial  partnership.  Some  omissions  of 
duty  and  acts  of  unkindness  may  be  forgiven; 
many  errors  of  judgment  may  be  overlooked  and 
for^tten ;  but,  if  there  be  a  transgression  which 
in  its  very  nature  is  beyond  forgiveness,  and  re- 
quires  resistance,  it  consists  in  admitting'  into  the 
concern  new  and  unexpected  ^partners,  in  such 
manner  as  to  change  the  principles  of  the  part- 
nership itself,  and  oestroy  the  rights  of  the  ortginiJl' 
owners.  *' 

We  are  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Tne  duty  imposed  is 
to  uphold,  not  to  impair  and  weaken  it    Our  obii- 

Sation  is  as  solemn  to  maintain  the  pcwers  con- 
ded  to  this  Qovernment,  as  to  forbear  the  exercise 
of  those  which  belong  to  others.  The  amendment 
on  your  table  opposes  no  State  right.  Gentlemen 
require  us  to  admit  that  Missouri  is  a  State,  and 
then  demonstrate  quite  cleariy  that  we  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  her  municipal  regulations.  That 
Missouri,  at  some  period,  will  become  a  State  in 
this  Union,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  that  she  will 
ever  be  admitted  by  an  American  Confess  with- 
out recognising  ^^the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  rdigious  liberty,"  I  cannot  believe.  Pos- 
sessing, as  we  do,  both  a  moral  and  Constitutional 
right  to  require  of  Missouri  a  provision  a^inst 
slavery,  as  a  condition  of  her  admission,  if  we 
fail  to  exert  it)  we  shall  iustly  incur  the  reproach 
of  our  cotemporaries,  ana  the  malediction  of  pos- 
terity. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  had  concluded — 
Mr^  Holm  SB,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  spoke 
as  follows :  Mr.  Chairman^  when  a  man  is  fallen 
into  distress,  his  neighbors  surround  him  to  offer 
relief.  Some,  by  an  attempt  at  condolence,  in- 
crease the  ^ief  which  they  vvoold  assuage ;  oth- 
ers, by  administering  remedies,  inflame  the  discnrder; 
while  others,  affectmg  all  the  solicitude  of  both, 
actmlly  wish  him  dead.  It  is  so  with  Liberty.  Al- 
ways in  danger — often  in  distress — she  not  only 
suffers  from  open  and  secret  foes,  but  officious  and 
unskilful  friends.  And  among  the  thousands  and 
millions  that  throng  her  temple  from  curiosity, 
fashion,  or  poHcy,  how  few— very  few — there  are, 
who  are  her  sincere,  faithful,  and  intelligent  wor- 
shippers ? 

Among  these  few,  I  trust,  are  to  be  found  all  the 
advocates  for  restriction  in  this  House.  -And  I 
readily  admit  that  most  of  those  out  of  doors,  whose 
zeal  is  exeited  on  this  occasion,  are  of  the  same 
description.    Bat,  is  it  not  probable  that  there  ar» 
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some  jugglers  behind  the  screea  who  are  playing 
a  deeper  same— who  are  combining  to  rally  mider 
this  standard,  as  the  last  resort,  t&  foiiom  hope 
of  an  expiring  party  ? 

But,  while  we  admit  this  in  behalf  of  the  resect- 
able ^ntlemen  who  advocate  the  restriction  m  sla- 
very m  Missouri,  we  ask,  may  we  demand  of  them 
the  same  liberality  ?  We  are  not  the  advoeates  or 
the  abettors  of  slavery.  For  one,  sir,  I  would  rejoice 
if  there  was  not  a  slave  on  earth.  Libertv  is  the 
object  of  my  love — my  adoration.  I  would  extend 
its  blessings  to  every  human  being.  But  though 
my  feelings  are  strong  for  the  aboution  of  slavery, 
they,  are  yet  stronser  for  the  Constitution  of  my 
country.  And,  if  1  am  reduced  to  the  sad  alterna- 
tive to  tolerate  the  holding  of  slaves  in  Missouri, 
or  violate  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  I  will 
not  admit  a  doubt  to  cloud  my  choice.  Sir,  of  what 
bendfit  would  be  abolition^  if  at  a  sacrifice  of  your 
Constitution  ?  Where  would  be  the  guaranty  of 
the  liberty  which  you  grunt  ?  Liberty  has  a  tem- 
ple here,  and  it  is  the  only  one  which  remains. 
Destroy  this,  and  she  must  flee — she  must  retire 
among  the  brutes  of  the  wilderness — to  mourn  and 
lament  the  roisoy  and  folly  of  man. 

The  proposition  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  is  to  abolish  slavery  in  Missouri,  as  a 
condition  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 

This  Constitution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  I 
am  sworn  to  support,  not  according  to  legislative 
or  judicial  expwMition,  but  as  I  shalfunderstand  it; 
not  as  private  interest  or  public  zeal  may  urge,  but 
as  I  shall  believe ;  not  as  1  may  wish  it,  but  as  it  is. 

I  have  carefully  examined  this  Constitution, 
and  I  can  find  no  such  power.  I  have  looked  it 
through,  and  I  am  certain  it  is  not  in  the  book. 
This  power  is  not  express,  and,  if  given  at  all,  it 
must  De  constructive.  This  amplifying  power  by 
construction  is  dangerous,  and  will,  not  improba- 
bly, effect  the  eventual  destruction  of  the  Constita- 
tion.  That  there  are  resulting  or  implied  powers, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  deny;  but  they  are  only 
where  the  powers  are  subordinate  and  the  impli- 
cation necessary.  All  powers  not  granted  are 
prohibited,  is  a  maxim  to  which  we  cannot  too 
religiously  adhere. 

Let  us  then  proceed,  with  that  candor  and  cau- 
tion which  the  subject  demands,  to  examine  the 
nature  of  this  power,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is 
given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  extraor^nary  doctrines  which  have  been 
advanced  on  this  suhjeot  in  and  out  of  doors  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  be  exceedingly  particular,  and 
carefully  to  examine  the  ground  as  we  advance. 
An  American  politician  would  scarcely  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  prove,  at  this  day,  that  to 
regulate  the  relation  between  the  different  mem- 
bcSrs  of  a  community  is  an  attribute  of  sovereign 
power.  Tbat  I  may  not  be  mistaken,  I  will  inform 
the  Committee  what  I  intend  by  tovereiffn  powar^ 
and  the  sense  in  which  I  purpose  to  use  it  in  this 
discussion.  It  is  the  power  of  making  and  exe- 
cuting laws  to  regulate  the  conduct  and  condition 
of  men.  It  is  more  or  less  absolute  as  it  is  limited 
and  defined,  at  unlimited  and  undefined.  In  the 
origin  of  govenuoenl,  if  we  caa  cooceire  tuch  a 


period,  the  rights  vested  in  the  sovereigii  by  the 
community  necessarily  indnded  the  ponrer  to  de- 
termine the  mutual  dependeoee  of  the  several  mem- 
bos.  The  community  had  a  right  to  control  and 
establish  it  themselva,  on  delegate  it  to  the  sov- 
ereign. In  either  way  they  could  estsblish  a  dif- 
ference of  dependence  of  one  man  upoa  another. 
The  nearer  equal  this  dependence,  however,  the 
more  perfect  the  government.  Vet,  aovereiga 
power  can  esfabiish  such  a  dependence  as  c^t  of 
the  slave  on  his  master. 

This  was  done  in  all  these  colonies  hefoe  the 
Revolution.  The  sovereign  power  ofv  them  wns 
compounded  of  that  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislatures,  which  was  derived  fraok  the 
Crown.  These  charters  granted,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Crown,  to  the  Provindal  Assem* 
blies,  the  power  to  regulate  the  relation  and  depen* 
dence  of  the  difiGerent  members  of  the  conmittntty, 
and  they  exercised  it.  They  adthorized  the  imr 
porting  and  holding  slaves.  British  law,  by  which 
we  were  sovemed^  established  slavery  in  the  col- 
onies, and  it  exis^  in  each  of  them  ii^  to  dye 
Revolution. 

Then,  did  the  Revolaliott  alter  the  relntioa  1 
We  have  been  made  to  nnderstand,  firom  very  le- 
q[)ectable  authority,  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence proclaimed  freedom  to  every  slave  in 
the  United  States !  It  seems,  then,  that  all  the 
slaves  have  been  free  in  fact  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  they  do  not  know  it.  And  we  are 
gravely  legislating  to  perform  that  whieh  was 
most  effectually  pmbrmed  in  1776.  Why  attempt 
to  do  what  is  alrieady  done  ?  Why  crease  ail  this 
excitement  if  we  have  no  slaves?  Homanity 
might,  perhaps,  require  that  we  should  pass  a  dco> 
laratory  act,  to  give  notice  to  two  millions  of  peo- 
{de,  that,  by  ap^ying  to  the  Supreme  Conrt,  thef 
can  be  relieved  from  their  thimldom. 

But,  sir,  if  all  relation  in  society  were  abaliahed 
by  the  event  of  the  Revolution,  then,  1  sopposcL 
that  man  was  reduced,  or,  if  you  pkase,  teaiani 
to  a  'State  of  nature.  All  ffovemment  was  at  an 
end — ^might  was  right— and  all  conventional  laws 
ceased.  If  this  is,  indeed^  the  case,  whence  did 
these  few  individuals,  callmg  themscifvs  a  Con- 
gress, derive  their  authority?  If  die  Revolntion 
abolished  all  civil  relations,  the  State  Legialasnres 
could  not  legally  exist;  and  the  members  of  Con- 
gress were  men  of  assumed  powers,  and  their 
lL>eclaration  of  Independence  was  a  very  9peia^ 
instead  of  an  ojlcial  act.  But^  after  letting  man 
loose  into  the  wilderness  of  natore,  how  do  yoa 
bring  him  back?  Why,  I  suppose,  by  the  same 
imaginary  process  by  which  you  sent  him  there. 
We  must  suppose,  with  some  visionaiy  writen  on 
the  laws  of  nations,  that  all  the  pet^e  assemliled 
in  some  vast  plain,  and  there  men,  women,  and 
children.  smaU  and  great,  black  and  white,  deter- 
mined that  a  very  small  minority  diould  be  dec* 
tors,  and  th&t  these  should  elect  a  still  smaller 
number,  to  be  oonstitution<makers,  kgislaton,  gov* 
emors,  judges,  and  other  officers;  and  that,  aAer 
this  imaginary  process,  this  political  death  snd 
resurrection,  the  colonies  heeamesoveteign  States, 
purified  from  the  pollution  of  slavcvy. 
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Mr.  Gjbainoan,  1  fllMmid  not  hare  noticed  tlus 
strange  and  ridicaloas  rision,  that  the  Deelaiation 
of  Independence  was  a  decree  of  universal  eman- 
cipation, had  it  not  issned  from  respectable  sources, 
and  .been  seriously  enforced  upon  the  credulity  of 
the  public.  Instead  of  attemptiujg^  to  answer  or 
refute  tiiese  risions  of  a  disturbed  imaginatioa,  let 
us  recur  to  principles  and  &ct8.  The  people  of 
this  country  were  never  without  government  and 
iaw«  From  the  first  settlement  of  the  country 
there  never  was  an  mterregnnm,  a  state  of  anar- 
chy. Bven  the  case  of  the  pilgrims  who  landed 
at  Plymouth,  beyond  the  limits  of  their  charter,  is 
not  an  exception,  lor  they  (I  believe  before  they 
landed)  formed  a  convention  of  government,  one 
of  the  anides  of  which  was,  that  they  wonld  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  Qod  until  they  coidd 
make  better  of  their  own. 

At  the  Revolution,  the  rights  of  the  Crown 
vested  in  the  States,  and  thejr  succeeded  to  all  the 
soveneign  power,  which,  until  then,  belonged  to 
the  prcrrinces  and  the  mother  country.  There 
was  no  suspension  or  death  of  political  power. 
Property  was  retained  by  the  owner,  laws  con- 
tinued to  have  force,  and  sovereign  power  was 
transiferred  to  the  States^  tad  vested  temporarily 
in  their  Legislatures,  until  a  more  peteanent  gov- 
ernment could  be  established,  originating  mmi, 
and  effected  by,  this  temporary  power.  The  doc- 
trine that  the  Revolution  is  not  the  origin,  but  the 
neziection  of  the  State  governments,  and  that  the 
States  are  the  suceessors  as  well  of  ^tt  Crown  as 
the  Cokmies,  has  been  so  long  and  so  well  estab- 
lished, that  it  is  considered  the  foundation  not  only 
of  political  powev^  hot  of  nrivate  right.  This 
politkal  power  existinj^,  and  having  been  exer- 
cised up  to  the  Revdntion,  was  not  thereby  extin- 
guished. This  also  asrees  with  iact.  Those  States 
whieh  were  dispo&tS  to  libeiate  their  slaves  did 
not  considef  it  as  already  effected  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  iound  it  ateessary  to  do  it  by  some  con* 
stitutionai  or  legislative  aet<  Consequently,  this 
political  or  sovereign  power  existed  after  the  Kev- 
ahidon.  And^  as  there  was  no  diminution  of  sov- 
ereign power  from  that  time  up  to  the  adoption  of 
the  PMeral  Constitution,  it  eadsted  up  to  that 
tisK.  Did  the  Constitution  of  itself  taae  it  from 
the  States?  There  is  no  such  prohibition  upon 
tiie  States,  eitlottr  express  or  implied.  Mtnreover, 
the  Constitution  reeognises  and  conirms  the  right 
The  second  section  of  die  first  article  admits  it 
expressly,  and  makes  it  the  basis  of  representation, 
ana  apportions  tiie  first  House  of  Representatives 
on  this  basis.  The  third  section  of  tfa«  fourth  arti- 
cle inhibits  a  State  from  protecting  or  lifaeeatin^ 
fogitive  slaves  firom  other  States,  and  compels  it 
to  deliver  them  up.  The  Constitution,  so  far 
from  des^oying,  establishes  tbds  power  in  a  State. 

i  come  now  to  the  power  of  Congress.  And 
my  lust  proposition  is,  that  Congress  cannot  re- 
strict a  State  which  was  party  to  the  compact  in 
the  exercise  of  a  political  power  not  sorrmered 
by  the  Constitution.  This  is  a  poli^usal  axiom 
which  scarcely  admits  of  proof  or  illostratioo; 
The  tenth  artiole  of  the  amendment  presenres 
every  power  not  suirtndered.    If  it  did  not,  and 


Conness  could  take,  they  might  ano&er,  until 
the  States  were  roUM  of  every  attribute  (^sover- 
eignty. Remark,  sir,  that  I  confine  the  proposi- 
tion to  existing  States.  I  am  disposed  to  do  one 
thing  at  a  time ;  this  is  enough  for  my  present  pur- 
pose. If  this  principle  is  established,  and  it  appears 
to  estabUrii  itself,  I  proceed  to  my  second  propo- 
sition, that  the  power  to  restrict  an  existing  State, 
in  the  admission  or  rmection  of  slavery,  is  not  sur- 
rendered to  Congress  by  the  Constitution. 

And  here,  sir,!  cannot  but  notice  the  confusion 
that  exists  in  the  ranks  of  the  advocates  of  restrio- 
tion.  Two  gentlemen  have  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee, one  wfore,  and  the  other  since  the  pro]M>- 
sition  was  made.  Instead  of  presenting  us  with 
one  single  precept,  one  source  of  this  power,  theiv 
have  presented  six !  From  that  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,  4bc.,  re^pskting  commerce,  prohibit- 
ing migration  and  importation,  admitting  new 
States,  ffovcming  territories,  and  makiitt  treaties ! 
And,  what  is  singularly  unfortunate,  the  gentle- 
men agree  only  in  one  of  the  six,  and  that  the 
most  exceptionable  and  least  plausible  of  the 
whde.  These  are  all  disconnected  and  distinct, 
and  this  power  can  be  derived  from  only  one  of 
them.  Tne  gentlemen  serve  us  up  six  different 
and  very  indi&rent  dishes,  and  offer  vs  our  choice. 
We  demand  of  them  the  power — the  true  genuine 
coin,  and  no  counterfeit  They  present  us  six 
pieces,  five  of  which  are  unquestionably  base,  sad 
tell  us  thev  aU  look  so  nmch  aiyte  that  they  cannot 
distinguisli,  and  we  must  sdect  for  oursehres. 
What  should  we  answer  1  Pvecisdy  what  we  do : 
we  will  take  neither,  for  we  believe  them  all  coun- 
terfeit. This  is  not  the  wIk^.  The  memorial- 
ists, and  otines  abroad,  have  furnished  some  ten 
or  a  dozen  more  sources  of  this  power. 

A  lawyer  onee  attempted  to  apologize  to  the 
court  f(Nr  the  absence  <tf  a  juror.  He  said  he  had 
fifteen  reasons,  and  the  first  was  that  the  man  was 
dead.  As  t^e  first  was  sufficient,  the  court  dis- 
pensed with  the  other  fourteen.  Tnese  gentlemen 
ace  not  so  fortunate.  They  have  the  mleen  rear 
sons,  but  one  of  them  only  can  be  good,  and  the 
misfortuae  is,  they  don't  know  which  that  is.  The 
truth  is,  these  gentlemen  have  commenced  their 
bunness  at  the  wrong  end.  Instead  of  ascertain- 
ing their  power,  and  then  proceedinff  to  exeeute 
it,  they  begin  the  work,  and  are  forced  to  leave  it, 
to  go  m  search  of  the  power,  with  a  total  uncer- 
tainty, when  they  have  found  it,  whether  they 

shall  know  it  or  not.  ^ 

The  most  extravagant  of  att  claims,  KB  thatmade 

by  the  honorable  member  firom  Qhio^  (Mr.  Bro»h,) 
under  the  chrase  in  the  ConsdltfUon,  which  em- 

Fowers  Consress  ^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts  and  excises ;  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
^  for  the  common  dc&nce  and  graeral  wufare  of 

<  the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts  and 

<  excises  shall  be  muform  throughout  the  United 
'  States."  From  this  single  clause,  the  .gentleman 
derives  three  distinct  powers ;  of  taxes,  of  provid- 
ing for  the  common  defence,  and  general  wdfare^ 
Sir,  the  last  upon  his  construetkin  swallows  up  all 
the  vest,  and  with  that,  in  the  same  section,  ^to 
vuikb  ail  laws  neoeamry  and  prc^wr  to  carry  liiia 
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power  into  execution,"  it  will  not  only  absorb  all 
other  powers,  but  break  down,  desti^oy  and  over- 
whebn  all  prohibitions  and  restraints.  Give  Con- 
gress ^his,  and  it  is  enough.  Their  powers  are 
neater  tium  those  of  ai^y  despot  in  the  world. 
Despots  hold  their  power  by  a  precarious  tenure, 
but  we  hold  ours  bv  an  unlimited  absolute  grant 
from  the  people.  With  this  commission  in  our 
hands,  we  go  forth  and  preach  deliyerance  to  the 
captives,  or  slavery  to  the  free.  We  can  pass 
decrees  of  universal  emaibcipatton,  or  universal 
slavery.  All  power  is  committed  to  our  hands ; 
we  can  build  and  pull  down ;  we  can  create,  and 
we  can  destroy. 

Man,  clothed  with  a  little  and  very  brief  author- 
ity, is  apt  to  infkagine  he  is  very  potent — amd  to 
think  it  necessary,  that,  often,  his  powers  should 
be  extended  for  tne  good  of  the  people.  His  zeal 
to  do  eood  will  not  unfrequently  induce  him  to 
break  down  constitutional  barriers  and  thereby 
enable  others  to  do  eVil.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  aware  of  this,  and  took  care  to  estab- 
lish the  boundaries  of  power  by  such  marked,  dis- 
tinct, and  palpable  lines,  that  no  one  could  mistake 
them.  And  they  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
no  one  could  misunderstand  this  clause — ^^  To  lay 
and  collect  taxes,"  dbc..  this  is  the  power — ''  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  ior  the  common  defence  and 

feneral  welfare." — this  is  the  object.  ''But  all 
Qties,"  dbc.  shall  be  uniform" — ^is  is  the  restric- 
tion. As  if  they  had  said  "  Congress  shall  have 
•power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  for  the  purposes  of 
paying  the  debts,  providing  ior  the  common  de- 
lenoe  and  general  welfare,  taking  care  that  these 
taxes  shall  be  uniform."  I  am  disposed  to  treat 
every  part  of  this  discussion  with  becoming  gravity; 
but,  really,  sir,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  deprive 
a  State  of  a  political  power  under  this  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  it  provokes  a  smile  which  it  is 
difficult  to  suppress. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  not  satisfied  with  his 
<*  general  welfare,"  attempts  to  derive  this  power 
fh>m  that  to  "  regulate  commerce."  He  assumes 
that,  under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  several  States,  Congress  can  prohibit  a 
transfer  of  slaves  frpm  one  State  to  another,  and 
concludes,  by  what  process  I  do  not  know,  that 
therefore  Congress  have  a  right  to  abolish  slavery 
in  Missouri. 

How  comes  it  that  Congress  can  prohibit  a  trans- 
fer of  a  slave  from  one  State  to  another,  and  under 
this  power  to  regulate  commerce,  when  they  are 
expressly  forbidden  to  compel  a  vessel  bound  from 
one  State  to  enter,  dear,  or  nay  duties,  in  that  of 
another  ?  If  Congress  has  tnis  power  under  this 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  then  slaves  are  to  be 
prohibited  as  commerce.  And,  sir,  where  is  the 
authority  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of  an  article  of 
commerce  from  State  to  State  ?  A  man  leaves 
a  State  to  go  into  another  with  his  family,  slaves, 
-cattle,  and  implements  of  husbandry,  to  clear  up 
-And  cultivate  a  farm  or  plantation.  His  object  is 
exclusively  agricultural.  He  is  met  at  the  line  by 
a  law  of  Uongress,  and  his  slaves  are  stopped  un- 
der the  authority  to  regulate  commerce !  When, 
ander  this  power,  you  snail  have  succeeded  in  prov- 


ing the  extravagant  and  untenable  noedtion  that 
Congress  can  prohibit  this  transfer,  bow  do  you 
arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  you  can  pass  this  act 
of  abolition  which  the  amendment  proposes  ?  If 
you  can  prohibit  the  removal  of  an  article  of  prop- 
erty, from  State  to  State,  does  it  follow  that  you 
can  extinguish  the  right  of  the  owner  ?  Here  are 
two  powers  grown  out  of  that  to  regulate  commerce. 
And,  preserve  your  gravity  while  I  repeat,  one  of 
them  IS  to  prohibit  a  transfer  of  slaves  from  State 
to  State,  and  the  other  to  abolish  shivery  in  Mis- 
souri, as  a  condition  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union. 

Not  satisfied  with  these  sources  of  the  power, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  resorts  to  the  9th  section, 
1st  article,  which  the  ^ntleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Taylor)  denominates  '' troublesome."  It 
is  indeed  troublesome  to  the  advocates  of  restric- 
tion, so  troublesome  that,  I  trust,  they  might  much 
better  have  let  it  alone.  This  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, reads  thus :  '<  The  migration  or  importa- 
'  tion  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  States  now 
^  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
^  prohibited  by  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  18CH3, 
^  out  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  im- 
^  portation,  not  exceedmg  ten  dollars."  The  ad- 
vocates of  this  power  assume,  that  ^'  migration" 
means  a  transfer  from  State  to  State,  and  *'  per- 
sons" means  slaves,  and  that  a  temporary  prohibi- 
tion on  the  existin^r  States  implies  an  immediate 
grant  as  to  the  residue,  and  a  subsequent  grant  as 
to  these;  and,  thus  having>taken  for  granted  every 
thing  that  is  disputed,  they  proceed  to  prove  their 
point,  and  even  with  these  assumptions  they  to- 
tally fail.  Admit  their  premises,  and  how  do  they 
arrive  at  their  conclusion  ?  Surely,  it  can  mean 
nothing  more  than  that  Congress  may  prohibit  the 
transfer  of  slaves  to  or  from  Missouri.  What  has 
this  to  do  with  a  proposition  to  prohibit  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  in  a  State  1  Oive  the  {gentlemen 
all  they  ask,  and  it  is  not  enough  for  their  purpose. 
Give  tnem  the  length  of  their  tether,  and  it  is  too 
short.  Their  own  reasoning,  with  all  these  ad* 
missions  in  their  favor,  will  not  reach  their  case. 
They  must  go  further — ^introduce  that  vary  conve- 
nient succedaneum,  the  power  to  make  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  power  into  exe- 
cution, and,  as  it  might  be  impossible  to  prohibit 
these  transfers,  without  abolishing  slavery,  this 
may  be  the  necessary  means  to  effect  the  end.  But 
I  trust  gentlemen  would  hesitate,  before  they  would 
proceed  thus  far.  The  argument  might  operate  as 
a  two-edged  sword.  If  the  word  persons  mny 
mean  slaves,  it  may  mean  free  persons;  and  if 
^^  migrate"  authorizes  the  prohibition  of  transfer 
from  State  to  State,  Congress  might  be  induced 
to  exercise  this  power.  And,  as  abolishing  slavery 
might  be  the  necessary  means  to  accomplbh  one 
purpose,  so  the  abolition  of  liberty  might  be  quite 
as  necessary  to  accomplish  the  otner.  I  trust,  the 
advocates  of  restriction,  with  all  their  human- 
ity, would  scarcely  relish  such  a  result,  although 
I  fear  their  measures  have  a  strong  tendency  to  pro- 
duce it. 

But,  sir,  if  you  have  this  power  at  all,  or  to  any 
extent,  it  is  a  legislative  power.    You  can  exercise 
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it  by  the  ordinary  process  of  legislation.  Why 
proceed  in  this  indiscreet,  suspicious  manner,  as 
though  yon  were  doubtfol  of  your  own  powers,  and 
take  this  method  to  extort  from  Missouri  her  con- 
sent ?  Bring  in  your  bill  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  legislate  if  you  can;  and,  if  not,  give  it  up. 
Abandon  this  hesitating,  doubting,  equivocal,  poli- 
cy. And  pray,  sir,  why,  even  in  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, select  Missouri  for  your  object  ?  If  you  can 
by  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  shut  up  slaves 
in  the  States,  let  vour  legislation  be  general,  and 
exercise  it  upon  all  the  slaveholding  States.  Why 
make  Missouri  the  scapegoat?  Bring  in  your 
bill,  and  we  will  inquire,  first,  whether  you  nave 
the  power ;  and,  second,  if  it  be  expedient.  And, 
in  order  to  try  the  extent  and  strength  of  this 
clause,  insert  a  section  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of 
free  persons  from  one  State  to  another.  Some 
miffht  deem  it  expedient  to  compel  people  to  stay 
at  home  and  attend  to  their  concerns.  We  shall 
then  have  the  whole  subject  properly  before  us. 

There  seemed  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  this  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution.    I  believe  I  entertained  an  opinion 
last  session,  which  I  then  expressed,  that  migra- 
tion and  importation  related  wholly  to  slaves ;  the 
former  to  bringing  by  land,  and  the  latter  by 
water.    I  was  led  to  this  bv  tne  circumstance  that 
the  taxation  was  confinea  to  importation — pre* 
suming  that  the  difficulty  of  taxation,  in  case  of 
bringing  by  land,  was  the  reason  why  ^migration" 
was  dropped  in  the  latter  part  of  the  clause.    Al- 
though this  construction  is  better  than  theirs,  I 
am  satisfied  it  is  not  the  best.    The  error  consists 
in  using  the  words  very  differently  from  their 
common  and  ordinary  import.    Take  the  sentence 
as  it  is,  and  it  is  plain  enough — *'^  the  mij^ration  or 
importation  of  ssuch  persons  as  the  existing;  States 
shall  see  cause  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited," 
dtc.     '*  Persons"  means  slaves,  when  applied  to 
importation,  and  free  persons,  when  applied  to  mi- 
gration.   The  former  iolplies  constraint,  and  ex- 
cludes volition ;  the  latter  implies  volition,  and 
excludes  constraint.  Importation  is  bringing  either 
by  land  or  water ;  migration  is  a  voluntary  going 
from  one  jurisdiction  or  sovereignty  to  another. 
The  Convention  were  then  speaking  of  persons 
coming  from  abroad :  importing  of  slaves  could 
not  be  prohibited  entirely ;  a  tax  was  the  only  re- 
straint that  could  be  obtained  before  1806.    But 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  would  not  allow  a 
tax  on  migration,  or  voluntary  coming.    Such  a 
tax  on  foreigners  might  be  ursed.  from  motives  of 
popularity,  against  the  generalpoiioy  of  the  nation. 
A  rieht  to  prohibit  this  introduction  of  foreigners 
would  not  be  exercised  except  when,  upon  necessa- 
ry or  extraordinary  occasions,  the  safety  <^  the 
nation  might  require  it.    It  was  proper,  then,  that 
Congress  should  have  power  to  prohibit,  but  not  to 
tax,  strangers  emigrating  from  abroad.    When 
this  clause  was  reported  by  a  committee  of ^  the 
Convention,  the  taxation  extended  to  migration  as 
well  as  importation.    Had  the  Convention  under- 
stood that  this  word  related  only  to  a  transfer  firom 
one  State  to  another,  would  tne  committee  have 
reported  this  provision,  in  direct  contradiction  to 


another  clause  of  the  same  section  ?  While  the 
clause  was  under  debate  in  the  Convention,  a  mem- 
ber proposed  to  insert  the  word  ^  free,"  before 
^^penions."  Had  this  been  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  no  one,  unless  he  was  delirious  or  in  sport, 
would  have  proposed  an  amendment  which  would 
have  operated  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit 
a  transfer  of  none  but  free  persons  from  one  State 
to  another. 

Sir.  I  trust  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  that 
this  clause  gives  no  authority  to  prohibit  a  trans- 
fer of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  ;•  and,  if  it 
did,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  Sir, 
it  is  a  new  doctrine,  and,  allow  me  to  add,  it  is  an 
alarming  doctrine.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  a  question,  and  I  will  do  it  with 
that  confidence  which  friendship  inspires :  With 
the  suf^gestion  that  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence IS  an  act  of  general  emancipation,  and  with 
this  doctrine,  that  Congress  may  confine  the  slaves 
within  the  limits  of  the  respective  States,  let^the 
four  hundred  thousand  slaves  of  Virginia  ne  trans- 
ferred to  New  York,  and  what  would  be  his  feel- 
ings? [Here  Mr.  Taylor  rose,  and  disclaimed 
having  advanced  that  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence had  any  effect  to  emancipate  the  slaves.] 
Sir,  I  have  not  said  that  that  genUeman  did  adr 
vance  such  a  doctrine.  I  stated  that  such  an 
opinion  had  been  advanced,  and  from  high  author- 
ity. And  I  again  appeal  to  the  candor  of  that 
gentleman,  and  ask  him,  whether  he  should  feel 
entirely  easy,  if  the  slaves  of  Virginia  were  shut 
up  in  New  York,  under  this  power  which  he  advo- 
cates, and  it  had  ^ome  to  their  ears,  from  any  re- 
spectable source,  that  they  were  all  tree  ?  Would 
he  not  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  constitutionality  or 
policy  of  such  a  law  ?  Confine  the  slaves  in  the 
old  slaveholding  States,  where  they  are  most  nu- 
merous; the  constant  emigration  of  the  whites 
will  soon  bring  them  to  an  equality  with  their 
slaves.  Bmigration  will  increase  with  the  danger ; 
and  murder  and  massacre  will  succeed.  And  yet, 
we  can  look  on  and  see  this  storm  gathering ;  hear 
its  thunders,  and  witness  its  lig[htnings  wiu  great 
composure,  with  wonderful  philosophy  J  We  are 
aware,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  difiusing  sentiments 
which  endanger  your  safety,  happiness,  and  lives ; 
nay,  more,  the  safety,  happiness,  and  lives,  of  those 
whom  you  value  more  than  your^wn.  But  it  is 
a  Constitutional  question.  Bleep  cool.  We  are 
conscious  that  we  are  inculcating  doctrines:  that 
will  result  in  spilling  the  best  of  your  blood ;  but, 
as  this  blood  will  be  spilt  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
keep  cool.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  promulj^- 
tion  of  these  principles  will  be  the  means  of  cuttmg 
your  throats ;  but,  as  it  will  be  done  in  the  most 
unexceptionable  manner  possible,  by  your  slaves, 
who  wdl  no  doubt  perform  the  task  in  great  style 
and  dexterity,  and  with  much  delicacy,  and  ni^ 
manity,  too,  therefore,  keep  cool.  Sir,  speak  to 
the  wind,  command  the  wav^s,  expostulate  with 
the  tempest,  rebuke  the  thunder,  but  never  ask  an 
honorable  man,  thus  circumstanced,  to  suppress 
his  feelings.  But,  sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  this  digres- 
sion :  it  is  aside  from  my  purpose.  My  object  is 
not  declamation,  but  reason. 
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I  trust  I  hare  succeeded  in  proving  that  Con- 
e»  cannot  restrict  a  State  which  was  narty  to 
^e  compact,  in  the  exercise  of  a  political  power 
not  surrendmd  by  the  Constitution ;  that  the  po- 
litical power  of  a  State  which  was  party  to  the 
compact,  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  b  not 
surrendered  by  the  Constitution;  and  therefore 
cannot  restrict  an  original  State  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power. 

It  now  becomes  necessarv  to  show  that  a  new 
State,  on  admission  into  the  Union,  succeeds  to 
all  the  disabilities  and  duties,  and  all  the  rights 
and  powers  of  one  which  was  party  to  the  com- 
pact A  principal  object  of  the  Constitution  was, 
"to  form  a  more  pofect  union."  The  parties 
made  an  eaual  surrender  of  sovereignty,  and  re- 
tained equal  powers  in  the  Federal  Government. 
The  sovereignty  ceded  is  equally  operative  upon 
every  State.  The  powers  exercised  by  the  several 
States,  in  Congress,  are  equal — ^in  the  Senate,  in 
munbers^  in  the  House,  in  strength.  ''New  States 
may  be  admitted,"  and  no  difference  is  authorized. 
The  auth(Hrity  b  to  admit  or  not,  but  not  to  pre- 
scribe conditions.  What  would  be  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  this  power?  Surely  not  that  Congress 
might  hold  a  Territory  in  a  colonial  condition  as 
long  as  they  chose,  nor  that  they  might  admit  a 
new  State  with  less  political  riffhts  than  the  others ; 
but  that  the  admission  should  be  as  soon  as  the 
people  needed  and  were  capable  of  supporting  a 
Stale  Government ,  and  that  it  should  vest  such 
State  with  the  same  political  powers  as  the  others. 


Several  parties  are  united  by  compact,  on  perfectly 
ecrual  terms.  The  articles  authorize  the  admission 
01  others  generally.  These  are  handed  to  their 
attorney,  and  appUcation  is  made  by  a  new  part- 
ner for  admission.  Wliat  is  a  fair  construction  of 
his  power  ?  Most  unquestionably  that,  if  he  is 
admitted  as  all,  it  must  be  on  equal  terms. 

1  ask  ffentlemen  to  turn  with  me  to  the  tenth 
seelion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
answer  me  a  question.  This  section  contains  the 
prohibitions  upon  the  States.  Are  these  prohibi- 
tions confined  to  those  States  which  were  parties 
to  the  compact,  or  do  they  extend  equally  to  those 
which  have  been  since  admitted  ?  The  question 
may  appear  odd,  but  the  discussion  will  show  its 
importance.  You  will  asree  with  me  that  it  ad- 
mits of  no  doubt  it  would  he  singular,  indeed,  if 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  or  thf  oUier  new  States, 
should  have  the  right  to  declare  war,  make  treaties, 
coin  money,  or  do  any  other  acts  of  sovereignty 
which  are  prohibited  to  the  old  States ;  such  a 
construction  would  be  dangerous,  absurd,  and  de- 
structive of  the  uniformitv  and  safety  of  tne  whole 
2 stem.  I  now  ask  gentlemen  to  go  with  me  to 
e  tenth  arti<Sie  of  the  amendments,  which  pro- 
vides, that  "  the  pdwers  not  delegated  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectivdy,  or  to  the  people,"  and  answer  me,  if 
tnis  reservation  of  powers  extends  to  the  new 
States  on  their  admission,  as  well  as  to  the  ori- 
ginal States?  If  new  States,  on  their  admis- 
sion, are  subject  to  the  duties  and  disabilities  im- 
posed, they  must  consequently  be  entitled  to  tjl 


the  powers  and  privileges  reserved.  The  condo- 
sion  is  as  necessary  in  the  one  case  as  the  ocha. 
Both  of  these  provisions  must  extend  to  them,  or 
neither,  if  neither,  the  States  are  uneaoal,  mnd 
the  balance  is  destroyed.  If  both,  then  all  poweis 
not  surrendered  by  the  old  States  are  reserved 
equally  to  the  new,  and  consequently  a  new  Btate, 
on  beinj;  admitted  to  the  Union,  succeeds  to  ail 
the  duties  and  disabilities,  and  all  the  powers  and 

SivUeses,  of  the  original  parties.  Bat  an  originai 
tate,  having  all  pcmtical  powers  not  snmDdered 
by  the  Constitation,  and  the  power  to  establish  or 
prohibit  slavery  never  having  been  soncndered, 
and  new  Statn,  on  their  admission,  «*«n^'"g  on 
die  same  looting,  it  follows,  consequcndy  and  ir- 
resbtibiv,  that  a  new  State,  on  admission,  has  the 

Slitical  power  to  establbh  or  prohibit  slavery, 
issoun^  on  being  admitted  into  the  Union,  could 
say  to  Congress,  thb  power  was  never  delegated 
to  you.  nor  prohibited  to  me;  I  am  therefore  pro- 
tected oy  the  Constitution  in  its  exercise. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  ask  the  only  qoestioa 
which  remains  to  be  settled  on  thb  part  of  the 
subject.    But,  before  we  do  this,  let  us  retrace  our 
steps,  and  see  if  there  b  any  defect  in  the  chain  of 
our  amiment.    To  regulate  ihe  relation  betweai 
the  di&rent  members  of  a  community,  or  to  est^ 
lish  or  prohibit  slavery,  b  an  attribnteof  soverei^ 
power.    Thb  was  exercised  in  all  ^ke  colonies 
before  the  Revolution.    The  Revolution  did  not 
alter  or  extingubh  it.    It  therefore  existed  in  the 
States  after  the  Revolution.    The  Constilucion  of 
the  United  States  did  not  of  itself  take  it  from  the 
States,  but  confirmed,  or  at  least  recoenised  it.    It 
consequently  remained  in  the  Slates  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitotion.     Congress  cannot  re- 
strict a  Slate,  which  was  a  party  to  the  compact, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  political  power  not  saneiMMred 
by  the  Constitotion.    The  political  power  to  es- 
tablish or  prohibit  slavery,  was  not  surrendered  by 
such  States  by  the  Constitution ;  therefore  Con- 
gress cannot  restrict  an  original  Slato  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power.    New  States,  on  admission 
into  ^  Unton,  succeed  to  all  the  duties  and  disa- 
bilities, and  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  origi- 
nal States.    The  oripnal  States  having  the  power 
to  establbh  or  prohibit  slavery,  it  consequently  and 
inevitably  follows,  that  everv  new  State,  on  com- 
inffinto  the  Union,  retains  tab  political  power. 

vVe  are  now  ready  to  ask,  and  I  trust  to  answer, 
the  question — Can  Congress  exact  of  a  new  Stale 
the  surrender  of  a  politiod  power,  enjoyed  by  other 
States,  as  a  price  of  her  admission  into  the  Union? 
Or,  in  other  words,  can  Congress  sell  a  license  to 
admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  take  their  pav 
in  political  power?  And  b  not  the  question  al- 
ready answered  1  You  may  load  Missouri  with 
as  many  conditions  as  you  will,  and  oa  her  admis- 
sion she  can  throw  ihem  ofi*.  She  may  alter  her 
Constitution  the  next  day  after  her  admission, 
abolish  vour  restriction, and  intrench  heradf  within 
the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  and  you  can- 
not assail  her.  She  will  tdl  you  that  she  has  tbe 
right  of  an  original  State,  and  thb  ri^^t  was  never 
surrendered.  You  answer,  ^  the  compact"  Ske 
replies,  ^  where  b  your  authority  to  make  swk  a 
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cois^^MCt  7  Show  me  your  power.  You  kaye  as- 
sumed an  authority  not  giren  in  the  Constitution : 
it  is  a  usurpation,  and  I  am  not  bound  by  it." 

I  have  heard  many  reasons  attempt^  for  the 
right  to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri.  It 
has  been  urged  that  a  person,  being  the  owner  of 
property  may  devise  it,  reserving  a  legacy,  to  ano- 
ther, or  grant  it,  reserving  an  easement  to  nimself ; 
and  that  consequently  Congress,  having  a  discretion 
in  admitting  new  States,  may  admit  them  with 
such  reservations  and  conditions  as  they  shall  see 
fit  to  prescribe.  It  has  been  very  gravely]  observed, 
that  no  one  can  makea  reservation  inconsistent  with 
a  grant.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
the  inf  u^iry  into  the  nature  of  grants  and  reserva- 
tions, inasmuch  as  the  cases  b«ir  not  the  smallest 
analogy  to  this.  A  man  may  do  as  he  will  with 
his  o'wn,  but  it  fortunately  happens  that  Conspress 
are  not  the  owners  in  f«e  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States.  They  can  dispose 
of  the  property,  and  they  can  exercise  a  jurisdic- 
tion, consistent  with  freedom,  over  the  inhabitants ; 
and,  when  it  becomes  expedient,  authorize  new 
States,  and  admit  them  into  the  Union.  But  they 
can  exercise  no  jurisdiction  over  the  State  so  act- 
in  itted,  not  granted  in  the  Constitution. 

The  sovereignty  in  the  States  is  concurrent; 
that  of  the  United  States  and  of  a  State  operates, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  different  actions  of  the  same 
individuals,  and  oitea  alternately  upon  the  same 
actions.    That  which  relates  to  the  exterior  con- 
cerns of  the  nation  and  the  conflietinff  rights  of 
the  States,  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  General 
Grovernteent ;  that  of  local  concern,  and  much  the 
greatest  portion,  belongs  to  the  States.    These  ju- 
nsdietioBs  often  intemre,  and  sometimes  dash. 
To  define  these  with  accuracy,  is  the  most  diffi- 
cult, and  at  the  same  time  the  most  important  duty 
of  the  American  politician.    The  people  intended 
that  Congress  should  be  contented  witn  the  powers 
eranted  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  thev  should 
have  no  means  of  future  ac(}uisitions.    When  a 
State  came  into  the  Union,  it  was  expected  that 
it  should  not  bring  an  exclusive  acquisition  of  power 
to  the  Federal  Government;  but,  retaining  its 
equal  proporiion  of  State  sovereinitv,  should  pre- 
serve the  balance  originally  established.    A  very 
aUe  advocate  of  the  Federal  Constitution  appre- 
hended that  there  would  be  more  danger  from  fac- 
tion in  the  members  than  from  power  in  the  Fed- 
eral head.    Others  predicted  that  power  would  be 
always  accumulating;  in  the  National  (Govern- 
ment ;  that  the  centrifugal  would  be  overcome  by 
the  centripetal  force,  and  the  surrounding  orhs 
Would  rush  to  the  centre.    On  which  side  has  ex- 
perience found  the  danj^r  ?    ^ 

Butj  sir,  the  10th  article  of  the  amendments  has 
as  positively  reserved  to  the  States  the  power  to 
establish  or  prohibit  slavery^  as  if  it  had  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  very  words.  It  is  as  effectually  re- 
served as  any  specific  political  power.  If,  then. 
Congress  have  a  right  to  demand  a  r^inquishment 
of  thiS)  thev  may  equally  demand  that  of  any  other. 
Maine  applies  for  admission  into  the  Union.  Tou 
grant  her  request,  on  condition  that  she  will  rdin- 
quish  a  right  to  one  Senator.    She  remonstrates 


that  this  is  a  political  power  to  which  each  State 
is  entitled  by  the  Constitution.  You  answer,  so 
was  that  of  Missouri.  She  complains  that  she  has 
not  equal  powers  with  the  other  States :  the  answer 
b,  nor  has  Missouri.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  this 
is  not  a  reservation^  but  an  abolition  of  power. 
Every  diminution  of  power  in  a  State  is  relatively 
an  acquisition  to  the  United  States.  Moreover, 
if  you  prohibit  a  State,  you  must  enforce  the  pro- 
hibition by  legislation,  judgment,  and  execution. 
But,  before  we  glance  at  the  consequences  to  which 
such  powers  of  imposing  conditions  mav  lead,  let 
us  step  forward  and  clear  our  way  of  tne  host  of 
precedents  which  are  interposed  t^  obstruct  our 
passage. 

When  anexik)sition  of  the  Constitution  is  cotem- 
poraneous  with  its  origin,  has  been  made  upon  a 
controversy  of  able  and  interested  adversaries,  and 
the  decision  is  the  result  of  much  wisdom  and  de- 
liberation, it  is  entitled  to  g^reat  res])ect.  But,  as 
all  reasoning  from  analogy  is  suspicious,  as  every 
like  is  not  the  same,  and  resemblances  are  often 
apparent  but  not  real,  it  becomes  us  to  take  care 
that  we  do  not  make  the  Constitution  bend  to  ex- 
nositions  of  doubtful  analogy^  or  those  which  result 
from  indifference,  policv,  or  ignorance. 

Some  of  the  memorials  on  your  table  have  placed 
much  reliance  on  the  reservations  and  conditions 
contained  in  the  act  authorizing  Louisiana  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  preparatory 
to  her  admission  into  the  U  nion.  The  one,  trifling 
as  it  is,  which  appears  to  interfere  the  most  with 
ordinary  State  legislation,  is  that  which  requires 
that  her  records  snail  be  kept  in  the  language  of 
those  of  the  United  States.  It  will,  however^  be 
observed,  that  this  was  not  imposed  as  a  condition, 
and  was  to  be  provided  for  after  her  admission. 
In  Louisiana,  a  foreign  language  was  spoken  by  a 
majority  of  tne  inhabitants,  which  was  the  case  in 
no  other  State.  By  the  1st  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution,  Congress  have  power  to 
grescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  records  of  the 
tates  shall  be  proved,  and  the  efiect  of  such  proof. 
They  might,  as  a  manner  tod  effect  of  this  proof, 
require  that  they  should  be  made  in  the  ordinary 
language.  But,  whatever  may  be  their  power  in 
this  particular,  this  requisition  on  Louisiana  was 
not  a  condition ;  it  was  agreed  to,  and.  instead  of 
beine  a  restriction  prescribed,  was  a  rule  proposed, 
and  became  binding  by  consent. 

Another  class  of  restrictions,  as  they  are  denom- 
inated, upon  the  same  State,  is  the  provision  in 
favor  of  certain  personal  rights,  such  as  that  of 
habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  and  freedom  of  reli- 
gious opinions.  These  were  all  within  the  power 
and  duty  of  Congress.  All  these  rights  are  reserved 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  third  article  of  the  Treatv  of  Cession 
secures  to  the  peo^e  of  the  Territory  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  These  by  the  Constitution,  being  ours, 
by  the  treaty  they  became  theirs.  The  people  of 
Louisiana  were  a  party  to  thb  compact ;  at  least, 
they  became  so  on  their  application  for  admission. 
They  not  only  assented  to,  but  exacted  these  terms, 
and,  instead  of  a  condition  prescribed  to  them,  it 
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was  a  condition  fulfilled  by  us.    We  will,  there- 
fore, lay  these  out  the  way. 

The  reservations  which  protect  the  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  with  its  appurtenan- 
ces and  attributes^  have  been  seized  on  to  justify 
an  assumption  ot  soverei^  power.  That  these 
cases  should  have  been  relied  on,  to  authorize  this 
restriction,  is  of  all  things  most  extraordinary,  and 
proves  the  extreme  necessity  to  which  gentlemen 
are  reduced  in  their  search  after  power. 

Should  a  soverei^  cede  a  jurisdiction^  could  he 
not,  by  the  terms  ot  the  compact,  save  his  domain 
or  property  from  prejudice?  When  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  authorized  Congress  to  erect 
new  States,  or  subordinate  governments  in  the 
territories,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  «;Ruld 
not  preserve  the  rights  ot  property,  as  oefore? 
They  were  aware  that  a  State  mignt  be  formed 
witmn  the  territory  of  another ;  that  the  property 
of  the  old  State  might  fall  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  new;  and  that  many  new  jurisdictions 
would  be  formed  from  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  to  presume 
that,  in  creating  or  consenting  to  these,  a  rifht  to 
preserve  propierty  from  prejudice  was  intended  in 
this  power  to  ccmIc  jurisdiction  ? 

But  the  wise  and  provident  framers  of  that  in- 
strument were  unwilling  to  leave  rights  of  such 
importance  to  inference.  They  made  express  pro- 
vision on  the  subject,  which,  much  to  my  surprise, 
has  been  overlooked  in  any  discussion  which  has 
come  to  my  knowledge.  I  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  while  I  prove,  to  their  entire  satis- 
faction, that  the  power  over  property  is  expressly 
reserved  in  the  Constitution  of  tne  United  States. 
It  is  contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article.  The  first  clause  provides  for  the  admis^ 
sion  of  new  States^  the  second,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  territories;  and,  lest  these  grants  of  ju- 
risdiction should  affect  property,  a  proviso  was  in- 
serted, that  "  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  any  particular  State."  The  word 
claims  was  the  best  that  could  be  selected :  rights 
mi^ht  extend  to  sovereignty,  and  title  might  be 
limited  to  lands,  without  including  easements  or 
privileges.  The  claims  of  several  States  had  just 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  These  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Convention  to  secure  from  "  pre- 
judice," that  in  a  cession  of  jurisdiction  they  should 
oe  preserved  with  the  came  attributes  as  before. 
But.  to  establish  the  position  beyond  the  power  of 
doubt,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  attend  to  the  history  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  clause  in  the  Con- 
vention. 

.  On  the  30th  August,  1787,  when  the  section 
was  under  discussion,  an  amendment  was  propos- 
ed, in  these  words,  ''  provided  nevertheless,  that 

*  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  construed 

*  to  affect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  va- 
'  cant  lands  ceded  to  them  by  the  late  treaty  of 

*  peace."  They  had  perceived  the  mischief,  but, 
as  they  limited  the  remedy  to  those  vacant  lands 
only  ceded  "  by  the  late  treaty  of  peace,"  po  pro- 
vision was  made  to  secure  a  State;  the  remedy 
was    inadequate,   and    this    motion   was   with- 


drawn to  make  room  for  the  foUowing:  "  Noduag 
'  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  oonstmed  to  alter 
'  the  claims  of  the  United  States^  or  of  the  indiTid- 
<  ual  States,  to  the  Western  terntorv."  This  em- 
braced the  States  as  well  as  the  United  States, 
but  it  was  defective  in. restricting  the  provision  to 
the  lands  in  the  Western  territory,  and  was  with- 
drawn for  this  proviso,  which  was  inserted,  and 
finally  adopted  by  ten  States  against  one.  Yon 
wiU  now  perceive  that  this  express  power  was  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  very  cases  which  have  been 
cited  as  precedents.  Before  the  admissaoa  of  Ixmt* 
siana,  the  lands  of  the  United  States  there  were 
secured  from  '^prejudice"  by  being  exonpt  from 
taxation  five  years  after  the  sale,  and  noa-iesidents 
were  to  be  taxed  no  more  than  residents.  To  alter 
these  provisions  would  prevent  the  safees,  diminisli 
the  value^  and  therefore  "prejudice"  the^^daims." 
I  trust,  sir,  we  have  effectually  disposed  of  this 
class  of  precedents. 

The  same  reasons,  and  more,  apply  to  the  reser- 
vation that  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  shall 
be  free  to  all.  Congress  had  no  power  lo  nantaa 
exclusive  right  in  this  river.  By  the  eighth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  its  free  use,  from  its  source 
to  its  mouth,  was  reserved  to  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  the  contracting  parties.  And  although, 
since  the  convention  of  1815,  which  excludes 
Great  Britain  from  all  the  shores  of  the  river,  the 
right  of  her  subjects  may  be  extinct,  still  they 
were,  at  the  time  of  this  reservation,  entitled  to  its 
use.  But,  were  this  use  reserved  exclusively  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Congress  could 
never  divest  it.  Is  it  supposable  that  they  could 
alien  this  river  in  fee,  lease  it  on  long  leases,  or 
farm  it  for  a  toll  ?  So  long  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  remains,  who  wishes  to  use  it,  they 
might  as  well  exclude  him  from  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. But,  reason  which  way  you  will,  Congrcsscould 
not  cede  it.  and  therefore  the  Constitution  ^^es 
them  a  right  to  reserve  it«  They  cojudd  not,  and 
they  were  therefor  oblieed  to  retain  it  And  gentle- 
men may  take  which  horn  of  the  dilemma  they 
please. 

Having  removed  the  obstructions  in  this  quar- 
ter, I  now  ask  the  Committee  to  ascend  the  Mis- 
sissippi, enter  the  Ohio,  cross  over  to  the  north- 
west, and  there  examine  with  me,  this  mighty 
obstacle,  the  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  and 
see  if  that  is  not  as  easily  demolished.  It  is  "an 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river." 
It  is  in  my  view  not  so  offensive  as  some  have 
described  it.  Before  we  pronounce  it  an  usurpa- 
tion, a  violation  of  compact,  let  us  examine  and 
endeavor  to  understand  it  Its  principal  object  is 
to  establish  a  government  for  the  territory.  It 
cedes  legislative^  executive,  and  judicial  powers, 
provides  for  their  origin^  and  prescribes  tneir  op- 
eration. It  then  establishes  and  defines  certam 
rights  as  secured  to  the  respective  parties  of  the 
compact,  and  includes  them  in  six  distinct  and 
separate  articles.  In  readiujg  these,  the  most  su- 
perficial observer  will  perceive  that  their  object  vi 
two-fold — one  to  establish  certain  rights  between 
the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the  territory, 
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and  the  other  to  prescribe  the  terms  oa  which  the 
new  States,  to  be  formed  out  of  this  territory,  are 
to  become  members  of  the  Union.  These  two 
objects  are  clearly  designated  in  the  preamble  to 
the  articles.  One  is  "•  to  fix  and  establish  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  as  the  basis  of 
'  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governments  which  for 
'  ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  said  territory." 
The  other  is  ^^to  provide  also  for  the  establishment 
*  of  States  and  pennanent  government  therein. 
^  and  for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal 
'  Councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
'  States."  It  then  declares  these  to  be  "articUs  of 
compact" — between  whom?  Two  descriptions  of 
parties — the  United  States  and  ''the  people"  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  the ''  states" 
to  be  formed  therein.  The  phraseology  of  these 
articles  keeps  up  this  distinction,  and  the  provi- 
sions are  peculiarly  adapted  to  these  difierent  ob- 
jects. The  first,  second,  and  third  articles  relate 
exclusiyely  to  the  territory.  Freedom  of  religious 
worship,  habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  and  judicial 
proceedings  according  to  the  common  law,  reason- 
able bail,  moderate  fines  and  punishments,  security 
of  property,  encouragement  of  education,  and  an 
equal  representation  in  the  legislature,  are  secured 
to  the  people  of  the  ''territory."  These  provisions, 
all  of  which  a  State  would  .hare  a  riffht  to  vary, 
and  many  of  which,  particularly  the  &st,  most  of 
the  States  have  varied,  were  never  intended  as 
articles  of  compact  to  extend  to  the  "  States^"  and 
were  therefore  properly  limited  to  the  "territory." 

The  fourth  article  mentions  the  territory  and  the 
States  which  may  be  formed  therein,  and  makes 
provisions  common  to  both.  It  stipulates,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  soil  or  property  of  the  United 
States,  the  rights  of  non-resident  propdetors  of 
lands,  and  the  use  of  the  rivers,  shall  be  as  before ; 
and  tnat  the  States  shall  be  subject  to  the  duties,  as 
they  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  privileges,  of  the  otner 
members  of  the  Confederacv. 

The  fifth  article  defines  the  limits  of  these  new 
States ;  requires  their  constitutions  to  be  republi- 
can, and  "in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  articles'? — that  is,  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  which  relate  to  them  as  States,  but 
not  to  those  for  the  government  of  them  as  a 
Territory. 

All  the  reservations  relating  to  them  as  States, 
therefore,  are  an  equality  of  duties  and  privileges; 
a  security  for  property  and  for  the  use  of  rivers ; 
and  the  guaranty  of  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment AH  these  it  is  eorapetent  and  usual  for 
Congress  to  require,  under  the  Constitution. 

Now  comess  the  provision  contained  in  the  sixth 
article,  on  which  so  much  reliance  has  been  placed ; 
and  you  would  suppose  that  it  provided  that  there 
should  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  the  said  Territory^nor  in  either  of  the  new 
States  to  be  erected  therem.  But  it  says  no  such 
thing.  It  limits  the  provision  to  the  Territory, 
You  will  now  perceive  that  this  ordinance  was 
drawn  with  great  care ;  that  the  first,  second,  and 
third  articles,  relate  exclusively  to  the  Territory ; 
the  fourth  article  makes  provisions  common  to 
both;  the  fifth  relates  to  the  new  States;  and  the 


sixth  is  a  proviso,  inserted  exclusively  for  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

Any  other  construction  would  impeach  the  in- 
t^ity  of  Congress,  and  fix  upon  them  a  violation 
oia  solemn  compact.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whe- 
ther this  will  entirely  exculpate  them.  But,  if  the 
provision  admits  of  doubt,  it  is  proper  to  give  it 
that  construction  most  consistent  with  innocence 
and  ffood  faith. 

The  United  States  beine  exceedingly  embar- 
rassed for. funds;  their  paper,  having  become  worth- 
less: aud  the  war  continuing, — ^Conpess  by  a 
resolution  of  the  6th  Septemb^,  1780,  invited  the 
States  to  cede  Iheir  claims  to  the  western  lands  to 
the  United  States ;  and  to  encourage  those  which 
had  any  pretensions  of  title,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  induce  purchasers  from  the  slaveholdinff  as  well 
as  the  other  States,  they,  by  another  resolution  of 
the  10th  October  of  the  same  year,  promised  that 
"  the  lands  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common 
'  benefit  of  the  United  States^  and  be  settled  and 
'  formed  into  distinct  rq)ublican  States,  which 
'  should  become  members  of  the  Federal  Union, 
'  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom, 
'  and  independence,  as  the  other  States." 

At  this  time,  several  States  claimed  title  to  the 
lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  Connecticut  had  a 
claim,  of  which  she  had  the  address  to  make  some- 
thing, and  has  converted  the  proceeds  to  a  very 
wise,  benevolent,  and  patrioiic  purpose.  The  claim 
of  Massachusetts  was  little  better  than  moonshine. 
That  of  ^(ew  York  was  worse ;  for,  if  I  mistake 
not,  she  described  all  the  lands  to  which  she  had 
any  title  within  certain  boundaries,  and  released 
the  rest  to  the  United  States,  on  condition,  how- 
ever, that  Congress  would  guarantyr  to  her  the 
lands  described.  The  claio^  of  Virginia  was  the 
oldest,  largest,  and  best.  It  extended,  I  think,  on 
the  shore  tvsro  hundred  miles  each  way,  from  Old 
Point  Comfort,  and  then  across  the  Continent  to 
the  Pacific — the  south^n  line  running  West,  and 
the  northern  northwest,  probably,  so  as  to  emr 
brace  most  of  this  tract  These  States  made  their 
cessions— (Virginia  on  the  1st  March,  1784.  Con- 
gress, on  the  23d  of  April  of  the  same  year,  and 
during  the  same  session,  passed  a  resolution  pro- 
viding for  a  temporary  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory J  for  the  erection  of  new  States,  and  for  their 
admissipn  into  the  Union,  upon  no  other  condi- 
tions but  those  of  mutual  burdens  and  benefits; 
republican  constitutions ;  and  a  preservation  of  the 
poperty  of  the  United  States,  with  its  usual.attri- 
butes.  The  resolution  then,  solemnly  engages  that 
"  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  formed  into  a 
'  charter  or  compact ;  shall  be  duly  executed  by 
'  the  President  ol  the  United  States— in  Congress 
'  assembled — under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of  the 
'  United  States ;  shall  be  promulgated ;  and  shall 
'  stand,  as  fundamental  constitutions  between  the 
'  thirteen  original  States  and  each  of  the  several 
'  States  now  newly  districted,  unalterable,  from 
'  and  after  the  sale  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of 
'  such  State,  pursuant  to  this  resolve,  but  by  the 
'  joint  consent  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
'  assembled,  and  the  particular  State  within  "vnikh 
f  such  alteration  is  proposed  to  be  made." 
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The  object  of  the  solemniCy  of  this  compact, 
mdmits  of  no  doubt.    It  was  a  lure  to  purchasers ; 
and  thef  were  in  hopes,  hy  these  solemn  stipola- 
turns,  to  induce  slaveholders,  and  others,  to  pur- 
chase the  lands.    The  moment  a  purchase  should 
be  made,  this  compact  became  effectual  between 
the  United  States  and  the  purchasers,  and  was  in- 
dispensable, until  a  State  should  be  formed,  and 
give  its  consent,  in  its  sovereign  capacitor,  to  an 
alteiatioo.    No  ptohibitioii  of  skiTerv  was  inserted 
that  the  sUtyeholder  might  be  equally  sure  of  his 
property  with  another  man.    Extend  the  6th  arti- 
cle of  the  ordinance  of  '87  to  the  States,  and  there 
is  no  apolojgy  for  this  palpable  breach  of  compact 
and  violation  of  faith.    The  conditions  of  admis- 
sion are  defined  under  the  most  solemn  and  posi- 
tive pled^^e.    And  how  comes  it  to  pass,  that  the 
compact  13  altered  in  regard  to  the  government  of 
the  Territory  ?    Policy,  sir,  suggested  the  resolu- 
tions of  1780  and  1784,  and  policy  dictated  the 
alteration  in  the  ordinance  of  1787.    In  the  reso- 
kitions  of  1780  and  1784^  the  offer  to  purchasers 
was  general.    In  the  period  of  three  years  it  had 
been  discovered  that  me  soil  and  climate  of  the 
Northwestern  Territoiy  would  not  admit  of  a  pro- 
fitable cultivation  by  staves.    The  people  from  the 
North  had  made  larjfe  purchases,  and  were  ma- 
loiig  rapid  progress  in  settlements.    The  people 
fiom  the  South  preferred  emigrating  with  their 
daves  to  the  milder  climates  and  more  suitable 
soils  of  (what  are  now)  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama.    As  a  general  offer 
would  be  most  likely  to  facilitate  sales  in  '80  and 
'Bi,  so  an  offtf,  with  the  restrietion  against  sla- 
very, in  this  Territory,  would  produce  the  same 
effect  in  1787.    This  was  not  only  a  violation  of 
compact  with  purchasers,  but  with  Yireinia.    I 
do  not  stand  the  advocate  or  flatterer  of  Virginia. 
In  these  respects,  as  well  as  every  other,  Virginia 
is  v«ry  capable  of  taking  care  g(  herself.    It  does 
sol  a|>pear  that  she  assented  or  dissented  to  this 
alteration.    She  might  acquiesce,  from  motives  of 
magnanimity,  or  from  a  conviction  that  the  course 
of  settlement  and  the  kind  of  population  would 
pvodoee  the  same  result  as  the  sixth  article  con- 
templated.   But,  it  was  never  doubted  by  the  peo- 
1^  there,  and  it  was  so  stated  by  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio  in  the  last  Congress^  that  they  were  perfectly 
feee  to  authorize  or  inhibit  slavery  at  their  elec- 
tion.   But,  whatever  might  be  the  intent  or  effect 
ol  aa  ordinance,  passed  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Gonstitation,  when  the  principles  of  a  Federal 
Government  were  not  understood,  nor  the  neces- 
sity of  a  balance  of  sovereignty  perceived,  it  is 
nost  manifest  that  this  ordinance  is  so  modified 
by  the  Gonstitation,  and  must  conform  to  its  prin- 
ciples.   And  the  6th  article,  providing  that  en- 
gagements entered  into  before  its  adoption  shall 
be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  as  before,  was 
probably  wovded  with  this  caution,  that  the  other 
party  to  the  compact  should  be  no  farther  obligated 
tkagk  accotding  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  is.  therefore,  most  clear,  that,  whether  we  con- 
sider tkis  article  of  the  ordinance,  as  confined  to 
the  Territory,  a  violation  of  compact,  or  modified 


by  the  Constitution,  it  is  equally  tneftetual  as  « 
precedent,  and  cannot,  for  a  moment,  stand  in  our 
way. 

Having  disposed  of  the  precedents  to  my  own 
satisfaction,  and,  as  I  hope,  to  the  satislaction  of 
the  Committee,  I  will  recur  for  a  moment  to  the 
proposition  that  the  political  power  of  a  State  can- 
not be  diminished  by  Congress,  as  a  condition  of 
her  admission  into  tne  Union,  and  glance,  as  time 
will  permit,  at  some  of  the  consequences  of  a  con- 
trary doctrine. 

The  power  to  impose,  includes  a  power  to  en- 
force.   Howisthisconditiontobeeiilorcerf?  JVot 
by  the  singular  process  of  expulsion  from  the 
Union.    You  must  legidate^  and  if  you  legislate, 
you  must  adjudicate,  and  if  you  adjudicate,  you 
must  execute.    The  judicial  power  of  the  Umted 
States  must  extend  to  all  cases  affecting  die  rights 
of  restraint  or  obligations  of  service,  to  aH  con- 
tracts in  derogation  of  personal  rights,  and  all 
trespasses  wherein  the  nght  of  coercion  is  ques- 
tioned.   Your  new  State  of  Missouri  will  then  be 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  in  which 
the  State  courts  of  other  States  have  exdnsire 
comizance.  ^ 

This  is  not  all.  You  may  reserve  other^politi- 
cal  powers  if  you  can  reserve  this.  You  may  re- 
quire that  the  Croveraor  shall  be  a]^)ointed  by  the 
President,  that  he  shaH  appoint  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  and  thus  bring  the  military  power  of  the 
State  under  the  absolute  control  'of  the  President 
You  may  demand  of  the  State  to  maintain  troops 
or  ships  of  war,  and  in  this  way  intimidate  tne 
States  to  yield  to  the  usurpations  of  federal  power. 
You  may,  under  this  authority,  regulate  devises, 
descents,  and  every  tenure  of  property.  In  fine, 
you  may  make  a  constitution  entire,  and  impose 
It  on  a  State  as  the  condition  of  her  admissioo. 

Andj  sir,  if  you  can  diminish,  why  not  increase 
the  political  power  of  a  new  State  ?  There  might 
be  a  plausible  pretext  for  this.  A  refractory  State 
in  the  neighboriiood  to  awe,  an  enemy  to  repel,  or 
a  Territory  to  conquer.  The  claims  for  past,  or 
the  prospect  of  future,  military  or  political  ser- 
vices, might  be  ursed  as  reasons  for  exemnting  a 
new  State  from  tne  Con^tutional  prohibitions, 
and  warrant  you  in  giving  her  authority  to  coin 
money,  pass  tender  mws,  establish  imposts,  and 
keep  troops  and  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace. 

Diminish  the  political  power  of  a  new  State, 
and  you  accumulate  a  federal  control  over  it,  dan- 
gerous to  the  other  States.  Increase  it^  and  you 
put  in  jeopardy  the  Union.  Make  a  State  mean 
any  thing  else  than  one  of  exact  political  powers 
with  the  rest,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  which  you 
might  not  go,  from  nearly  absolute  sovereignty  on 
the  one  hand,  to  mere  colonial  subjection  on  the 
other.  Here,  sir,  the  field  is  boundless.  The  mind 
might  dwell,  in  probable  conjecture,  on  the  evils 
that  would  now  from  this  assumption  of  power. 
But  the  time  I  have  already  occupied  admonbhes 
me  to  beware  how  severely  I  tax  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee. 

Let  it  not  be  said,  however,  although  Congress 
cannot  impose  this  condition,  still  tSey  may,  at 
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tkeir  discretion,  refuse  to  admit.  It  was  neycr 
expected  or  intended  that  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  hold  any  conskkrable  portion  of 
population  under  their  ezclusire  junsdiction.  An 
extensive  svstem  of  colonization  would  strengthen 
the  federal  arm  and  weaken  and  endanger  the 
powers  of  the  States.  What.wouild  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  federal  compact,  when*  the  population 
of  the  Territories  approadied  near  tnat  of  the 
States?  Where,  would  be  your  State  ri^hts^  if, 
ia  addition  to  that  yielded  up  by  the  Gonstitation, 
Congress  had  a  vast  population  subject  to  their 
exclusive  control  ?  In  oraiaary  cases,  sound  policy 
requires,  and  constant  practice  demands,. that  the 
people  of  a  Territory  should  be  made  a  party  to 
the  federal  compact,  as  soon  as  their  exigencies 
and  their  interests  required  it.  *  And  what  is  your 
pretence  in  this  case  ?  You  allow  them  ripe  for 
admission,  but  refuse  them,  unless  ikfj  will  sur- 
render a  political  power  possessed  by  all  the  rest: 
But  you  nave  another  obli^tion  to  fulfil.  Yon 
have  solemnly  stipulated  with  these  people  diat 
you  will  admit  them.  Portions  of  this  Territory 
nave  been  inckaded  in  three  States,  which  have 
been  already  admittedupon  the  same  terms  which 
Missouri  asks.  These  people  are,  by  your  treaty, 
entitled,  as  soon  as  posriUe,  and  yet  you  pretend 
that  it  was  not  ra»it>le  to  admit  them  unless  they 
will  consent  to  be  disrobed  of  an  essential  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  not  demanded  in  any  other.  Such 
an  excuse  js  an  insult  to  an  ordinary  understanding. 

l}i^  the  Constitution  authorize  this  restriction, 
the  treaty  forbids  it  They  are  to  be  admitted 
"  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution" upon  the  same  terms,  and  retaining  the 
same  Boverei^  powers  of  other  States.  They  are 
to  be  entitled  to  *'  all  the  rights,  inmiunities,  and 
advantages  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;'' 
to  make  their  own  constitution,  and  regulate  the 
relations  and  duties  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity in  their  own  way. 

Sir,  I  have  been  surprised  at  the  suggestion 
that  these  peo|^  were  transferred  to  us  witfaout 
their  consent,  and  were  no  parties  to. the  com- 
pact. A  compact,  made  for  the  benefit  of  a  people^ 
and  they  ahoosing  to  take  advaofiige  of  it,  and 
yet' no  parties  to  it !  But  this  is  not  nkore  surpris- 
ing than  the  most  singular  doctrine  of  the  gentle- 
man ftom  New  Youl  that  this  treaty  gives  us 
scyvereign  control  and  the  same  powers  over  this 
people  which  could  have  been  exercised  fay  France ! 
Then  Isuppose  that  if  we  had  received  tne  cession 
from  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  or  the  Grand  Seignior,  our 
political  powers  would  have  been  the  same  as  theirs. 
This  doctrine  is  monstrous.  Congress  has,  to  be 
sure,  power  to  regulate  the  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritories. But  so  7ar  is  this  from  being  absolute,  that 
it  must  be-  eocercised  under  the  same  limitatkMis 
and  with  the  same  regard  to  the  rights  of  \\/k^ 
liberty,  and  property,  as  citizens  of  a  State  are 
entitled  to.  And,  upon  another  gnmnd,  is  not 
Congress  pledged?  At  the  time  of  the  cession, 
the  people  held  a  property  in  slaves.  The  act  of 
31st  October,  1803,  authorizing  the  President  to 
take  possesKon  of  Louisiana,  secures  to  them  this 
right.    On  tha  26tk  Marefa,  1804,  Cottgress  separ- 


ated this  district  from  that  of  Orieans,  (now  Louis- 
iana,) and  established  a  Territorial  government, 
with  legislative  powers,  provided  for  the  security 
of  persons  and  prpperty,  and  confirmed  their  ex* 
istin^  laws ;  and,  on  tne  2d  March,  1805,  further 
provision  was  made  for  their  government,  and 
their  laws  continued  in  force ;  and,  on  the  4di 
June,  1812^  the  pres^it  Territorial  govemmeat 
was  established,  with  legislative,  exeeuiive,  and 
judicial  powers,  the  usual  rights  secured,  and  the 
existing  laws  continued  and  confirmed.  TheM 
existing  laws,  during  these  several  alterations  of 
the  government,  regulated  the  right  and  title  to 
slaves,  not  only  authorized  but  established  by  Con* 
gress.  Whence,  sir,  do  you  derive  the  porwer  to 
take  it  away  ?  Their  government  is  estabUshed 
by  charter,  which,  without  their  consent,  it  is  not 
in  your  power  to  repeal.  What,  sir,  have  we  for- 
^tten  the  doctrine  of  the  sanctity  of  chartered 
rights  ?  Would  you  g[etend  to  greater  power 
than  the  Parliament  of  JBngland?  You  havu  read 
in  h«r  history  of  one  of  her  Kings  who  seized  upon 
the  franchises  of  corporations,  and  that  these  acts, 
even  at  that  period,  were  deemed  usurpatioas. 

You  cannot  have  forgotten  the  stands  made  by 
the  Colonies,  in  defence  of  their  charters.  Great 
Britain  never,  until  the  Revolution  commenced, 
ventured  to  vacate  them  without  trial  and  judg- 
ment, according  to  law.  A  prominent  charge 
against  the  parent  country,  in  yoUr  Deelaralieii 
of  Independence,  is  *^  for  talcing  away  our  char- 
tered rights." 

But  we  are  told,  in  a  memorial  on*  your  table, 
irmn  Boston,  that  Congress  has  on  this  subject 
unlimited  control ;  that  they  can  impose  any  con- 
dition  which  their  "  justice,  wisdom,  or  policy 
may  dictate."  Indeed  I  has  it  come  to  this  ?  m- 
solute  power  of  Congress,  and  from  Boston  too  ? 
Most  of  these  genUemen  have  changed  their  tone 
since  1612, 1813,  and  1814.  Then  their  jealousy 
of  Congress  was  such,  that  they  would  not  aUow 
them  to  determine  when  the  country  was  in  dan- 
ger of  invasioQ,  but  confined  this  power  to  the 
exclusive  discretion  of  their  Qovemor.  Ab«  abso- 
lute power  iS' conceded  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
property  of  the  people  of  your  Territories.  Then 
from  a  jealousy  of  your  powers,  or  sa  attachment  to 
the  then  President,  they  insisted,  seriously  insisted, 
that  you  should  not  have  their  militia,  unless  the 
President  sheuld  command  them  in  .person,  andob« 
taihed  a  judicial  dedsion  U>  fortify  them  in  this  8a|§|e 
and  prudent  ConstitutioBal  stand.  Now  "  Parlia- 
ment may  bind  the  cokmies  in  aU  cases  whatso- 
ever;" and  by  and  bye  Pariiament,  with  their 
cobniesat  their  heels,  will  have  the  means  to  bind 
them  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

Your  duties  are,  first,  to  gorern  and  protect  tfaera, 
until  they  are  ripe  for  admission,  and  then  to  in- 
corporate them,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  of  citizens.  You  perform  the  nrst  ob- 
ligation, and  rdfuse  tiie  second,  unless  they  will 
surrender  the  right  granted  in  the  first.  We  say 
to  Missouri,  we  admit  we  were  indebted  in  two 
obl^^Ktions ;  we  have  performed  one,  and  will  per^ 
form  the  other,  if  you  will  surrender  tfaecomBder- 
ation  paid  for  the  first. 
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This  b  your  humanity.  You  refuse  to  admit 
Missouri  as  a  State  unless  she  will  give  up  her 
slaves,  and  yet  you  will  permit  her  to  keep  them 
as  a  Territory.  You  negatived  this  restriction 
upon  Arkansas,  at  the  last  session,  and  as  Territo- 
ries you  have  confirmed  the  right  in  both.  Upon 
what  TO'inciple  of  humanity,  then,  do  you  now  act  ? 
Is  a  Territorial  government,  created  by  a  Con- 
gress, having  high  pretensions  to  absolute  power, 
more  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
compassion  than  one  formed  by  the  people  ? 

I  fear,  sir,  there  is  something  of  policy  as  well 
as  humanity  in  this  business,  and  that  the  former 
comes  dressied  out  in  the  sarb  of  the  latter. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  told  us  that 
a  slave  representation  beyond  the  original  States 
is  unequal,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
pact. I  know  not  where  the  gentleman  derived 
his  authority ;  surely  not  from  the  Constitution. 
It  is  there  agreed  that  the  representatives  shall  be 
a]^rtioned  according  to  the  number  of  free  per- 
sons, and  three-fifths  of  the  slaves — ^not  in  such 
States  as  then  existed,  but  in  such  as  "may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  Union."  The  language  is  ex- 
plicit and  positive.  Why  is  this  spectre  conjured 
up  again,  to  frighten  the  people  out  of  their  liber- 
ties ?  But  it  does  not  frighten  me.  I  have  Keen 
the  phantom  before.  It  made  its  appearance  in 
Massachusetu  in  1812,  reappeared  in  1813,  and  in 
1814  it  became  familiar ;  interposed  in  our  schemes 
of  policy;  and,  as  appears,  dictated  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  delegates  of  the  Hartford  Convention. 
[Here  Mr.  H.  read  part  of  the  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  concluded 
thus:  "And  also  to  take  measures,  if  they  think 
*'  proper,  for  procuring  a  convention  of  delegates 
^  from  all  the  United  States,  in  order  to  revise  the 
'  Constitution  thereof,  and  more  efiectually  to  se- 
'  cure  the  support  and  atUchment  of  all  the  peo- 
'  pl^  by  placing  all  upon  the  basis  of  fair  represen- 
*  tauon."]  You  see  what  it  was  then,  and  this  is 
a  shadow  of  that  shadow ! 

The  Constitution,  as  every  one  knows,  is  the 
effect  of  compromise.  The  compromise  on  this 
subject  was  not  a  yielding  up  by  the  North,  in 
representation,  as  an  equivalent  tor  direct  taxa- 
tion. It  was  not  expected  that  this  odious  mode 
of  obtaining  revenue  would  be  often  resorted  to. 
Slaves  were  property,  but  they  were  human  be- 
ings. Thev  had  some,  but  few,  political  rights 
secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of  their  States.  One 
side,  as  a  rule  of  representation,  contended  for 
their  full  enumeration,  and  the  otner  for  their  en- 
tire exclusion.  It  ended  in  a  compromise,  which 
embraced  three-fifths.  It  was  a  compact,  and  we 
are  bound  by  it ;  and  if  it  was  a  bad  or  a  good  bai^ 
gain.  I  will  neither  complain  of  it  on  the  one  hand, 
nor  boast  of  it  on  the  other. 

But  it  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  this  measure, 
on  the  ground  or  representation,  is  a  mistaken  pol- 
icy. We  wish  to  diminish  the  influ«ice  of  this 
mighty  people,  rising  in  the  West.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  Missouri  are  one  day  to  form  a  local 
balance  lufainst  a  State  in  the  Bast.  Population 
is,  aocording  to  the  "means  of  existence,^'  the 
amount  of  productive  labor.    Five  slaves  will  oc- 


cupy a  s^ce  which  would  supply  ei^ht  free  per- 
sons, while  those  slaves  would  be  entitled  to  only 
three-eighths  of  the  amount  of  representation ;  and 
yet  the  people  of  New  England,  governed  by  a 
mistaken  national  policy,  would  add  this  among 
the  reasons  for  inhibiting  slaves  in  Missouri 

It  is  extremely  unfortunate  that  reasons  like 
this,  inducing  an  inquiry  into  the  equity  of  the 
basis  of  the  Constitution,  and  calculated  to  excite 
geographical  distinctions  and  jealousies,  should 
ever  have  b^n  urged  in  this  House.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  there  are  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  Qovemment,  men  watching  every  fiivoraUe 
opportunity  for  a  change. 

If  this  subject  did  not  originate  in  motives  of 
ambition,  if  a  political  scheme  was  not  the  cause, 
it  may  be  the  effect  of  this  extraordinary  sensibil- 
ity. Ambitious,  desperate  men  may  take  advan- 
tage of  popular  excitement,  and,  aiier  all  other 
schemes  nave  failed  them,  succeed  by  producing, 
the  worst  of  all,  a  geographical  division  of  party, 
and  rise  to  power  under  its  banners.  And^  sir,  it 
is  already  whispered  that  this  hobby  did  onpnMte 
in  a  part  of  the  country  very  prolific  in  such  pro- 
ductions^ that  his  blood  is  of  difiierent  kinds;  that 
he  is  claimed  by  men  of  high  standing  and  char- 
acter, but  of  different  complexions,  fmings,  and 
sentiments;  that  they  have  nevertheless  agreed, as 
many  as  can,  to  mount  him  together;  t£at  they 
are  jogging  on  with  great  cordiafity  and  affection; 
and  that  the  head  of  thepony  is  directed  towards 
the  chair  of  the  General  Government  This  may 
be  all  Kuspieion ;  but  if  no  such  case  has  yec  oc- 
curred, should  the  excitement  be  kept  up,  and  the 
nature  of  man  remain  what  it  ever  has  been,  sach 
and  more  mischievous  schemes  will  be  produced, 
discord  will  rear  its  head,  and  faction  again  mar 
our  peace,  paralyze  our  prosperity,  and  at  last  de^ 
strov  our  liberty. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  can  have  but 
one  interest.  Their  ties  are  strong,  and  their  mo- 
tives to  union  great  They  have  foittht  and  tri- 
umphed, suffered  and  prospered  together.  There 
is  a  constant  dependence  of  the  parts,  indispensa- 
ble to  the  libertjr,  greatness,  and  glory  of  the  whole. 
Trifling  jealousies  even  are  injurious  to  fair  legis- 
lation. A  fear  that  a  geographical  division  will 
receive  more  than  its  share  of  profit  or  power,  will 
produce  a  corresponding  jealousy, imtilevery  local 
or  private  act  will  become  a  matter  of  compro- 
mise and  bar{;ain.  But  an  excitement  which  di- 
vides the  United  States  in  nearly  equal  halves  is 
dangerous  indeed.  In  such  a  case,  the  passions 
have  greater  scope,  ambition  stronger  induce- 
ments, and  the.  intrigues  of  party  more  pow^ui 
temptations. 

But  this  division  is  singularly  unfortunate.  It 
is  the  only  subject  on  which  the  wiveholdiag  States 
could  be  made  to  unite  against  the  rest  Are  the 
general  interests  of  Delaware  more  united  with 
those  of  Georffia  than  of  Pennsylvania  ?  Are  the 
interests  of  Ohio  more  coincident  with  Massachu- 
setts than  Kentucky  1  Sir,  the  hopes  and  pnw- 
peels  of  the  North  and  fiast  are  interwoven  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  South  and  West;  and  yd 
we  have  armed  ouiaelrei  against  ^em  all.    It  is 
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not  with  them  a  question  of  policy,  of  jpolitical 
power,  but  of  safety,  peace,  existence.  They  con- 
sider it  as  hastening  and  proTokins  scenes  of  in- 
surrection and  massacre.  Their  jeuousy  and  their 
sensibility  are  roused,  and  they  demand  what  mo- 
tive, what  inducement,  you  have  to  this  ?  They 
are  answered,  humanity.  In  the  name  of  humani- 
ty, desist !  She  asks  no  such  sacrifices  at  her  altar. 
Ureate  jealousies,  heart-burnings,  and  hatred ;  set 
brother  ap^ainst  brother,  kindle  the  flames  of  civil 
discord,  destroy  the  Union,  and  your  liberties  are 
gone.  And  then,  where  will  your  slaves  find  the 
freedom  iivhich  you  profiered  mem  at  the  expense 
of  your  own? 

But  should  these  dangers  be  averted,  there  are 
others  in  prospect.  Missouri,  by  an  act  of  territo- 
rial legislation,  forms  a  constitution,  and  at  the 
next  session  applies  for  admission.  She  comes 
from  her  rivers  and  her  forests,  knocks  at  your 
door,  and  supplicates  you  for  admission.  She 
shows  you  your  promise,  and  that  it  has  been  ful- 
filled to  three  of  hw  sisters,  whose  merits  are  no 
greater  than  hers.  You  stamp  her  with  indignity ; 
you  reject  her.  No  rebellion,  no  resistance ;  your 
arm  is  too  strong — ^you  can  compel  obedience. 
But  you  cannot  compel  afiection.  She  retires  to 
her  native  forests ;  the  goods  of  fortune  flow  pro» 
fusely ;  she  grows,  and  the  sense  of  your  injury 
grows  with  her  growth  and  strengthens  with  her 
strength.  That  voice  which  once  you  treated  as 
the  complaint  of  a  child  now  assumes  the  tone 
and  firmness  of  ripened  age.  She  now  demands 
that  justice  which  once  she  solicited  in  vain.  In- 
stead of  yielding,  you  impose  some  tea  tax  or  ^aimp 
tax  to  remind  her  of  her  dependence.    Her  com- 

Elaints  become  loud ;  her  neighbors  sympathize  in 
er  behalf.  Mexico,  bavins  oecome  hen,  power- 
ful, and  independent,  is  called  in — but  I  iorbear. 
Let  the  history  of  nations  teach  us  a  lesson  on  colo- 
nization, and  to  beware  how  we  despise  the  just 
complaints  of  a  young  and  enterpnsing  people, 
nursed  in  the  lap  of  fr^om. 

I  fear  I  see  in  this  struggle  dangers  and  evils  of 
serious  import.  May  my  forebodings  prove  vain 
and  visionary.  But  my  fears  are  strong  that  they 
will  be  found  to  be  fatal  realities.  I  will  relieve 
the  Committee,  however,  from  further  remarks  of 
mine,  and  conclude  by  reading  a  few  sentences 
from  the  Farewell  Awiress  of  the  man  who  was 
"  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  firat  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countrymen." 

"  It  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  shonld  properly 
estimate  the  immense  Tslue  of  your  national  Union  to 
your  coYlectiTe  and  individual  happiness;,  that  yon 
shonld  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual*  and  immovable  at- 
taehment  to  it ;  accnstomiag  yourselves  to  think  and 
speak  of  it  as  the  palladium  of  your  political  safety 
and  prosperity ;  watching  for  its  preservation  with  jeal- 
ous anxiety  ;  discountenancing  whatever  may  suggest 
even  a  sospicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event,  be  /aban- 
doned ;  and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our 
country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties 
which  now  bind  together  the  various  parts. 

"  In  cbntemplating  the  causes  which  may  diaturb 
our  Uniottf  it  occurs  as  matter  of  serious  concern,  that 


any  ground  should  have  been  furnished  for  cliaraeter- 
ising  parties  by  gtographieal  discrimination — North* 
em  and  Southern^  Atlantic  and  WeBfem — ^whence  de- 
signing men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  thei^ 
is  a  real  difierence  of  local  interests  and  views.  You 
cannot  shield  yourselves  too  much  against  the  jeal- 
ousies and  heart-burnings  which  spring  from  these 
miirepresentations." 

And  then,  as  if  he  felt  a  premonition  that  his 
advice  would  be  forgotten  ana  his  counsel  rejected, 
he  adds — 

*'  In  oflering  to  yon,  my  countrymen,  tbeee  counsels 
of  an  old  and  afiectionate  friend,  I  dare  not  h(^  they 
will  make  the  strong  and  lasting  impression  I  could 
wish ;  that  they  will  control  the  usual  current  of  the 
passions,  or  prevent  our  nation  from  running  the  course 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  nations ;  but, 
If  I  may  even  flatter  myself  that  they  may  be  produc* 
tive  of  some  partial  benefit,  some  occasional  good; 
that  they  msy  now  and  then  recur  to  moderate  the 
fury  of  party-spirit,  to  warn  against  the  mischiefs  of 
foreign  intrigue,  to  guard  against  the  impostures  of 
pretended  patriotism,  this  hope  will  be  a  full  recom- 

Sense  for  the  solicitude  for  your  welfare,  by  which  they 
ave  been  dictated." 

The  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  28. 

Thr  Speaker  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
for  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  on  which  they  reside,  to  include  their  im- 
provements, and  that  military  warrants,  or  the 
Uherokee  Indian  claims,  may  not  be  extended  over 
them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WooDBRiDOB  presented  a  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Champe;  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
heirs  of  John  Cnampe,  deceased,  a  sergeant  major 
in  Lee's  legion,  in  tne  Revolutionary  army,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  the  land  due  for  the  services  of 
their  ancestor  in  the  capacity  aforesaid ;  as,  also, 
for  some  other  compensation  for  his  perilous  and 
disttnffuished  services,  performed  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Washington;  ana  that  some  appointment, 
civil  or  military,  may  be  conferred  on  him,  the  pe- 
titioner, for  his  own  services  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^' An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  waa  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  '<An  act  to  establish  a  district 
court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read,  and,  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  the  Conmiitteeoi  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
entitled  ''An  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  in  and 
for  the  District  of  Maine." 
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Mr.  Sesobamt,  from  the  sune  committee,  to 
which  vras  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Seiute, 
en  titled  ''An  act  to  continoe  in  force  the  act,  enti- 
ded  'An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Conrt,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Skmner,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Joseph 
M.  Bldnner,  administrator  of  Georse  Skinner,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  designate  the  boun- 
daries of  dbtricts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  conunitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  to  all  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  who  procured  substitutes,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  of  service  performed  bv  them,  and  their  sub- 
stitutes, reqMctively ;  and,  also,  all  others  who  en- 
listed and  remained  in  service  durinff  the  war, 
and  were  resulariy  discha^ed,  not  already  pro- 
vided for  bylaw. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prslps,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  inform  this  House  when 
the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  were 
last  audited,  and  the  amount  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
then  due ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  quarterly  amount 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  that  Department, 
from  the  first  appointm^t  of  the  present  Post- 
master General  to  the  Ist  day  of  Decemb«',  1819, 
inclusive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this  Houne  a  list 
of  the  newpapers  in  which  the  laws,  resolutions, 
and  orders  of  Congress  are  published,  and  have 
be^  published,  during  the  sessions  of  the  14th 
and  loth  Congress,  designating  the  State,  District, 
or  Territory  in  which  each  newajpaper  was  pub- 
liriied,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  such 
publication,  \ 

Mr.  BnusB  trade  an  unsuccessful  motion  that 
the  biU  for  the  relief  of  William  King  should  be 
taken  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  the  re* 
poet  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  was  referred  to 
the  Attorney  G(enemi  for  his  opinion  thereon. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  ^Roolutioii  pro- 
nosing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  dioice  of  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  R^piesentaEtiveB  in  the 


Congress  of  the  United  Stales,"  in  whiefa  they  aak 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resdution  was  read  twiee,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  committee  on 
this  subject,  (Mr.  BALOWiif  in  the  chialr.) 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  ftaswied  the 
floor,  and  occupied  about  two  hours  in  eoochiding 
the  argument  which  he  commeneed  yesierdaf, 
a^^inst  the  proposed  restriction^ — ^His  remtflB  are 
given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  Viiginia^  addressed  tbe  Chair. 
He  said  that  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure 
proposed,  was  the  subjeot  which  he  intended  first 
to  consider.  The  Constitution,  said  be,  proTides 
that  ^'  new  States  may  be  admitted-  by  Uonmss 
into  this  Union."  If,  then,  a  new  State  is  adnut- 
ted  into  "  this  Union,"  must  it  not  be  on  terras  of 
equality  %  Can  the  old  States,  the  first  parties  to 
this  Union,  bind  odrer  States  farther  than  they 
themselves  are  bound  ?  Can  tiiey  bind  the  new 
States  not  to  admit  slavery,  and  preserre  to  them- 
selves the  right  to  achntt  slavoy  ?  Shall  the  old 
States  preserve  rights  of  which  the  new  States 
shall  be  deprived  ?  Can  this  Government  demand 
of  the  new  States  a  right  to  exercise  powers  over 
them,  that  it  cannot  exercise  over  the  old  Stales  ? 
If  so,  jou  may  demand  of  the  new  States  power 
to  le^[islate  over  tiiem  as  you  legi^ate  over  the 
Distnet  of  Columbia.  Can  you  stipulate  with  a 
new  State  that  she  shall  have  bat  one  Senator ; 
tint  her  representation  in  this  House  shall  be  ap- 
portioned by  the  number  of  her  free  inkafaitaats 
only :  that  she  shall  not  appoint  ho*  full  number 
of  Electors  of  the  President ;  or  that  die  shall  not 
have  a  republican  form  of  government?  You 
cannot;  for  the  Constitution  fixes  the  ri^ts  of 
every  State  in  these  respects.  Can  you  stipulate 
for  the  regulation  of  the  press,  for  tbe  establish- 
ment of  rdigion,  or  for  a  power  to  i4>poittt  militia 
officers  ?  You  cannot ;  for,  in  these  respects  also, 
the  rights  of  the  States  are  declared  by  the  Con- 
stitution. And  if  you  cannot  stipulate  fof  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  prohibited,  you  cannot  stipvdate 
for  the  exercise  ofa  power  withheld. 

Will  you  not  admit  that  you  cannot  stipulate 
for  a  power  to  appoint  militia  offieei^  in  a  new 
State?  You  will ;  because  that  power  is  speci- 
ally,  and  in  direct  terms,  reserved  to  the  States. 
All  powers  not  granted,  are  reserved,  in  general 
terms.  If  the  power  is  reserved,  is  it  not  the  same, 
whether  it  be  reserved  in  direct  or  in  general 
terms  ?  It  is  the  same.  A  power  reserved  to  the 
States  or  to  the  people,  either  in  direct  or  in  g^- 
eral  terms,  you  cannot  exercise,  without  commit- 
ting an  act  of  usurpation. 

The  case  supposed,  of  stipulating  for  power  to 
appoint  militia  officers,  illustnites  the  danger  which 
m^t  arise  to  freedom^  by  forming  a  new  class  of 
States,  over  which  this  Government  should  pos- 
sess powers  difierent  from  those  which  it  exercises 
over  the  old  States.  A  consolidated  government 
might  be  established  over  such  new  States.    At 
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the  time  of  the  Revolution  it  was  a  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  the  British  King,  that,  by  acquiring 
Canada,  and  establishing  a  despotic  goyernment 
therein,  he  endangered  the  liberty  of  the  American 
Colonies.  The  people  would  never  have  adopted 
the  Constitution  had  they  sumKMed  that  Congress 
was  to  exercise  over  the  new  States  powers  differ- 
ent from  those  granted  by  the  Constitution. 

The  l^slative  power  of  every  State  is  originally 
coextensive.     Each  S.tate,  by  the  Constitution, 
commits  an  equal  portion  of  its  legislative 
to  Congress ;  and  all  the  residue  is  reserirj 
States,  unless  prohibited  to  them,  or 
The  only  powers  of  this  Gtevei        ^ 
the  Constitution.    The         ^ 
exercised  over  ever^ 
served,  are  rei 
vRnia  and 
specti 
Indiana 
nied  it  t<K 
delegated*" 
The  Cons\ 
'  ddegated  s 
^  tion,  nor  d 
'  served  to  th 
'  pie."    The  , 

to  the  States,  v  .^a  of 

the  States,  whe^ 

Has  the  powe.  ^  davery  been 

delegated  to  the  L  ^  r   It  has  not.    Has 

it  b<^n  prohibited  u  .MXt&l  It  has  not.  Then 
it  is  reserved  to  the  idtates,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people.  Consequently,  it  is  reserved  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  or  to  the  people  of  that  State.  And 
any  attempt  by  Conrress  to  deprive  them  of  this 
reserved  power,  will  be  unjust,  tyrannical,  uncon- 
stitutional, and  void. 

The  only  condition  that  may  constitutionally 
be  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into 
this  Union  is,  that  its  constitution  shall  be  repab* 
lican.  This  the  Constitution  authorizes  us  to  re- 
quire, and  it  is  the  only  condition  that  is  necessary. 
We  possess  power  to  make  all  needful  resula- 
tions  respecting  the  territorial  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Oar  acts  in  pursuance  or  the  Consti- 
tution are  paramount  to  the  laws  of  any  State. 
When  we  pursue  our  Constitutional  authority,  we 
need  no  aid  from  stipulations ;  and  when  we  ex- 
ceed it,  our  acts  are  acts  of  usurpat^n,  and  void. 

It  has  been  questioned  by  some,  whether  a  con- 
stitution can  be  said  to  be  republican,  which  does 
not  exclude  slavery.  But  we  must. understand  the 
phrase,  "  republican  form  of  government,''  as  the 
people  understood  it  when  they  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution. We  are  bound  by  the  construction 
which  was  put  upon  the  Constitution  by  the  peo- 
ple. It  would  be  perfidious  toward  them  to  put 
on  the  Constitution  a  different  construction  from 
that  which  induced  them  to  adopt  it. 

The  people  of  each  of  the  States  who  adopted 
the  Constitution,  except  Massachusetts,  owned 
slaves;  yet  they  certainly  considered  their  own 
constitutions  to  be  republican.  And  the  Federal 
Government  has  not,  by  virtue  of  its  power  to 
guaranty  a  republican  constitution  to  each  State 

16th  CoN,  1st  Sfiss.— 32 


in  the  Union,  required  a  change  of  the  constitution 
of  any  one  of  those  States. 

The  Constitution  recognises  the  right  to  the 
slave  property,  and  it  thereby  appears  that  it  was 
intended,  by  the  Convep^on  and  by  the  people, 
that  that  propertyj^^"^^  <«  secure.  The  repre- 
sentation of  w^^  "ttiis  House,  is  propor- 
tioned bv^^"'''^  ^of  free  persons,  and 
threer^^*^  Ve  slaves.    In  lorm- 

>lhern  States.  Vir- 

Obtained  a  provis- 

Maves  for  twenty 

\ide8  that  slaves 

Ain  one  State, 

>(ivered  up  to 

contended, 
faor  in  one 
constitution 
.^fftnt.    Sir,  the 
meaning  to  our 
fitfffy  than  the  word  itself; 
Inition  of  the  word  "slave" 
,  is,  a  person  held  to  service  or 
e  laws  of  a  State.    The  Constitu- 
^  describes  apprentices  or  bound  servants  as 
I  ** those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years  ;'*  and 
^  directs  that  they  shall  be  included  in  the  number 
of  free  persons.    The  apprentice  or  bound  servant 
is  bound  to  service  or  labor  by  contract ;  the  slave 
is  held  to  service  or  labor  by  law.    A  person  "  held 
to  service  or  labor"  is  the  Constitutional  and  lesal 
definition  of  the  word  "  slave,"  and  is  superadded 
to  the  word  "slave"  or  "slaves,"  in  one  act  of 
Congress  for  suppressing  the  slave  trade  no  less 
than  eight  times:  j    Thus  the  obligation  of  State 
laws,  which  hold  men  to  service  or  labor,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.- 
To  render  this  right,  with  other  rights,  still 

*  EaBtradfrom  Luther  Martin* 9  report  to  the  LegU^ 
lature  of  Maryland. 

**  We  were  then  told  by  the  delegates  of  the  two 
firet  of  those  States,  (Georgia  and  South  Carolina,) 
that  their  States  would  never  agree  to  a  system  whidh 
put  it  in  the  power  of  the  OeneraJ  Government  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  slaves;  and  that  th^,  as 
the  delegates  from  thote  Statea,  must  withhold  their 
aaaent  from  such  a  syatem."  ' 

The  'Clauae  referred  to  relates  aolely  to  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  from  abroad.    The  Convention  used  the 
words  **  migration  or  importation''  as  synonymoos. 
In  like  manner  they  aay,  tax  or  duty,  aliiance  or  con- 
federation, imposts  or  duties,  agreement  or  compact, 
service  or  labor,  resolution  or  vote,  for  the  purpose  of 
elucidating  their  meaning.    This  daase  at  one  time 
^  stood  thus  before  the  Convention :  **  The  migration 
j  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States, 
!  now  existing,  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
I  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  prior  to  the  year  1800 ; 
but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  migration 
or  importation  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  average  of 
the  duties  laid  on  imports.''    This  proposition  to  lay 
an  ad  valorem  duty  shows  that  nothing  was  in  tfaie 
contemplation  of  the  Convention  but  the  slave  trade. 
t  Vol.  4  Laws,  p.  94. 
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Mr.  Serqsamt,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  xeferred  the  bill  fiom  the  Seuite, 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Joseph 
M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  Georse  Skinner,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  designate  the  boun- 
daries of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walkeb.  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Committee  on  Military  A  wrs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  to  all  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  who  procured  substitutes,  in  proportion  to  the 
time  of  service  performed  by  them,  and  their  sub- 
stitutes, reflectively ;  and,  also,  all  others  who  en- 
listed and  remained  in  service  during  the  war, 
and  were  resularly  discharged,  not  already  pro- 
vided for  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  inform  this  House  when 
the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  were 
last  audited,  and  the  amount  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
then  due ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  ouarterly  amount 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  that  Department, 
from  the  first  appointmeiit  of  the  present  Post- 
master General  to  the  Ist  day  of  Decemb«',  1819, 
inclusive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this  Houne  a  list 
of  the  newpapers  in  which  the  laws,  resolutions, 
and  orders  of  Congress  are  published,  and  hav« 
be^  puldished,  during  the  sessions  of  the  14th 
and  loth  Congress,  designating  the  State,  District, 
or  Territory  in  which  each  newajpaper  was  pub- 
lubed,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  such 
piri>lication.  ^ 

Mr.  Brush  moide  an  unsHccessful  motion  that 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  King  should  be 
taken  from  the  Committee  of  thev^ole  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  onfavorable  to 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Wheaton,  was  referred  to 
the  Attorney  G(enerai  for  his  opinion  thereon. 

A  mcBsage  from  the  Senate  mformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  '^Resolutioii  pro- 
nosing  an  amendment  to  the  Conatitation  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  dioice  of  Bieetors 
of  President  and  Vice  President  ci  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  RepresentstiveB  in  the 


Congress  of  the  United  States,"  in  wkieh  thfyu 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resdution  was  read  twite,  and  cofr 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ikok 
of  the  Union. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  commiOf?  <b 
this  sobieet,  (Mr.  Bald  win  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  ftSBied  die 
floor,  and  occupied  about  two  hours  ineonelB^ 
the  argument  which  he  commeiieed  le^f; 
a^^inst  the  proposed  restriction. — ^His  rnarhire 
given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Smttb,  of  Viiginiay  addressed  iht  Cbair. 
He  said  that  the  constitutionality  of  ^wme 
proposed,  was  the  subject  which  he  intoAed&rt 
to  consider.  The  Constitution,  said  he,  fs^ 
that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  fay  Cm» 
into  this  Union."  If,  then,  a  new  State  is  tdaii- 
ted  into  '<  this  Union,''  must  it  not  be  on  terns  ef 
equality  ?  Can  the  old  States,  the  first  paitiete 
this  Union,  bind  other  States  farther  thau^ 
themselves  are  bound  1  Can  ther  bind  the  dft 
States  not  to  admit  slavery,  and  piinerTe  io  tli» 
selves  the  right  to  admit  slavery  7  Shall  the  oU 
States  preserve  rights  of  which  the  new  Stsis 
shall  be  deprived?  Can  this  Govemmeot  deoui 
of  the  new  States  a  right  to  exercise  powers  ot? 
them,  that  it  cannot  exercise  over  the  old  St^s 
If  so,  you  may  demand  of  the  new  Stiw  F'? 
to  legislate  over  tiiem  as  you  legblateorer  tke 
Distnetof  Columbia.  Can  you  stipuhtfwitfc* 
new  State  that  she  shall  have  but  oneSe^; 
that  her  representetion  in  this  House  siitllK^^^ 
portioned  by  the  number  of  her  free  inhtbitt* 
only :  that  she  sh^  not  appoint  htf  full  oof^ 
of  Electors  of  the  President;  or  that  she  sWwJ 
have  a  republican  form  of  govemfflflii  »^. 
cannot ;  for  the  Constitution  Qxes  the  m^^ 
every  State  in  these  respects.  Can  f^^^ 
for  the  regulation  of  the  press,  for  ^.^^^ 
ment  of  reRgion,  or  for  a  power  to  M^^  i-, 
officers?  Yoacannot :  for,  in  these repeeciwj 
the  rights  of  the  States  are  declared  ^J^r^ 
stitution.  And  if  you  cannot  sapolatc  W^^ 
ercise  of  a  power  prohibited,  you  cannot  5&fw««' 
few  the  exercise  ofa  power  witnheld.  . 

Will  yon  not  admit  that  yon  caawH.s^JJJ 
for  a  power  to  appoint  militia  ofliceis  m  ^ 
State?  You  will ;  because  that  powff  » ^ 
aUy,  and  in  direct  terms,  reserved  to  tb»^ 
All  powers  not  granted,  are  reserved,  ^^^^ 
terms.  If  the  power  is  reserved,  is  it  ^\  gmed 
whether  it  be  reserved  in  direct  or  »  P  ^^ 
terms  ?  It  is  the  same.  A  power  n*^  j.  «0- 
States  or  to  the  people,  either  in  ^?^g^- 
eral  terms,  you  cannot  exerci«,  witw» 
ting  an  act  of  usurpation.  .   ^^  to 

The  case  supposed,  of  stip"****?!? /^irwhif* 
appoint  militia  officers,  illustrates  thedMO^r^j 
mMit  arise  to  freedom,  by  forming  a  nj^ , ,  ^^ 
States,  over  which  £s  Government  ab^^ 
sess  powers  different  from  those  ^'"J"  "  ^Lseni 
over  the  old  States.  A  consolidated  |0J^  ^t 
mi^t  be  established  over  such  new  b»«*" 
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the  time  of  the  Rerolution  it  was  a  caase  of  com- 
plaint agaiost  the  British  KiDg,  that,  by  acquiring 
Canada,  and  establishing  a  despotic  governinent 
therein,  he  endangered  the  liberty  of  the  Asierican 
Colonies.  The  people  would  never  have  adopted 
the  Constitution  had  they  sumKMed  that  Confess 
was  to  exercise  orer  the  new  States  powers  differ- 
ent from  those  granted  by  the  Constitution.  ' 

The  l^siative  power  of  every  State  is  ori^nally 
coextensive.  Each  Slate,  by  the  Constitution, 
commits  an  equal  portion  of  its  legislative  powers 
to  Congress ;  and  all  the  residue  is  reserved  to  the 
States,  unless  prohibited  to  them,  or  to  the  people. 
The  only  powers  of  this  Government  are  given  by 
the  Constitution.  The  powers  granted  are  to  be 
exercised  over  every  State;  and  the  powers  re- 
served, are  retained  by  every  State.  In  Pennsyl- 
vania and  in  Viri^inia,  the  power  to  legislate  re- 
specting slavery  is  m  the  Legislature.  In  Ohio  and 
Indiana  that  power  is  in  the  people,  who  have  de- 
nied it  to  their  Legislatures.  No  power  has  been 
delegated  to  Congress  to  legislate  on  that  subject. 
The  Constitution  provides  that,  ^<  the  powers  not 
'  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constilu- 
^  tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
'  served  to  tne  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo- 
'  pie."  The  powers  not  delegated  being  reserved 
to  the  States,  respectively,  are  reserved  to  each  of 
the  States,  whether -new  or  old. 

Has  the  power  to  jenslate  over  slavery  been 
delegated  to  the  Unit^  States  ?  It  has  not.  Has 
it  b(^n  prohibited  to  the  States?  It  has  not.  Then 
it  is  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
people.  Consequently,  it  is  reserved  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  or  to  the  people  of  that  State.  And 
any  attempt  by  Congress  to  deprive  them  of  this 
reserved  power,  will  be  unjust,  tyrannical,  uncon- 
stitutional, and  void. 

The  only  condition  that  may  constitutionally 
be  annexed  to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into 
this  Union  is,  that  its  constitution  shall  be  repub- 
lican. This  the  Constitution  authorizes  us  to  re- 
quire, and  it  is  the  only  condition  that  is  necessary. 
VVe  possess  power  to  make  all  needful  regula- 
tions respecting  the  territorial  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Oar  acts  in  pursuance  or  the  Consti- 
tution are  paramount  to  the  laws  of  any  State. 
When  we  pursue  our  Constitutional  authority,  we 
need  no  aid  from  stipulations ;  i^nd  when  we  ex- 
ceed it,  our  acts  are  acts  of  usurpat^pn,  and  void. 

It  has  been  questioned  by  some,  whether  a  con- 
stitution can  be  said  to  be  repuUican,  which  does 
not  exclude  slavery.  But  we  must  understand  the 
phrase,  "  republican  form  of  government,''  as  the 
people  understood  it  when  they  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution. We  are  bound  by  the  construction 
which  was  put  upon  the  Constitution  by  the  peo- 
ple. It  would  be  perfidious  toward  them  to  put 
on  the  Constitution  a  different  construction  from 
that  which  induced  them  to  adopt  it. 

The  people  of  each  of  the  States  who  adopted 
the  Constitution,  except  Massachusetts,  owned 
slaves;  yret  they  certainly  considered  their  own 
constitutions  to  be  republican.  And  the  Federal 
Qovernment  has  not,  by  virtue  of  its  power  to 
guaranty  a  republican  constitution  to  each  State 
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in  the  Union,  required  a  change  of  the  constitution 
of  any  one  of  those  States. 

The  Constitntion  recognises  the  right  to  the 
slave  property,  and  it  thereby  appears  that  it  was 
intended,  by  the  Convention  and  by  the  people, 
that  that  property  should  be  secure.  The  repre^ 
sentation  of  each  State,  in  this  House,  is  propor- 
tioned by  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  and 
three-fiftns  of  the  number  of  the  slaves.  In  lorm- 
ing  the  Constitution,  the  Southern  States.  Vir* 
^inia  excepted,  insisted  on,  and  obtained  a  provis- 
ion, authorizipg  them  to  import  slaves  for  twenty 
years.'*  And  the  Constitution  provides  that  slaves 
running  away  from  their  masters  in  one  State, 
and  going  into  another,  shall  be  delivered  up  to 
their  masters. 

'  But  the  ffentleman  from  New  York  contended, 
that,  by  a  ^person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State,  under  the  laws  thereof,"  the  Constitution 
means  an  apprentice,  or  bound  servant.  Sir,  the 
definition  ot  a  word  conveys  its  meaning  to  our 
understandings  more  clearly  than  the  word  itself; 
and  the  very  best  definition  of  the  word  ^'slave'^ 
that  can  be  given,  is,  a  person  held  to  service  or 
labor  under  the  laws' of  a  State.  The  Constitn- 
tion describes  apprentices  or  bound  servants  as 
*' those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years ;"  and 
directs  that  they  shall  be  included  in  the  number 
of  free  persons.  The  apprentice  or  bound  servant 
is  bound  to  sn'vice  or  labor  by  contract ;  the  slave 
is  held  to  service  or  labor  by  law.  A  person  "  held 
to  service  or  labor"  is  the  Constitutional  and  lesal 
definition  of  the  word  "  slave,"  and  is  superadded 
to  the  word  "slave"  or  "slaves,"  in  one  act  of 
Congress  fdr  suppressing  the  slave  trade  no  less 
than  eight  times,  j  Thus  the  obligation  of  State 
laws,  which  hold  men  to  service  or  labor,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States. 

To  render  this  right,  with  other  rights,  still 

*  Extract  from  Luther  Martin*  9  report  ta  the  Legii- 
lature  of  Maryland, 

'*  We  were  then  told  by  the  delegates  of  the  two 
firet  of  those  States,  (Georgia  and  South  Carolina,) 
that  their  States  would  never  agree  to  a  system  whidh 
pot  it  in  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  sllivea;  and  that  they,  as 
the  delegates  from  thote  States,  must  withhold  their 
assent  from  sueh  a  system."  ' 

The  <clause  referred  to  relates  solely  to  the  impoita'^ 
tion  of  slaves  from  abroad.  The  Convention  used  the 
words  "migration  or  iroporiation''  as  synonymoos. 
In  like  manner  they  say,  tax  or  doty,  alliance  or  eon* 
federation,  imposts  or  duties,  agreement  or  compact, 
service  or  labor,  resolution  or  vote,  for  the  purpose  of 
elucidating  their  meaning.  This  clanse  at  one  time 
stood  thus  before  the  Convention:  **The  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States, 
now  existing,  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  the  Legislature  prior  to  the  year  1800  ; 
bnt  a  tax  or  doty  may  be  imposed  on  such  migration 
or  importation  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  average  of 
the  duties  laid  on  imports."  This  proposition  to  lay 
an  ad  valorem  duty  shows  that  nothing  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Convention  but  the  slave  trade. 

fVol.  4  Laws,  p.  94. 
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more  secure,  Virginia,  i&  adopting  the  Ck>nstitu- 
tion,  declared  that  "  no  right,  of  any  denomina- 
tion, can  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or 
modified,  except  in  those  instances  in  which  power 
is  given  by  the  Constitution  for  those  purposes ;" 
and  New  York  declared,  that  "  erery  power,  juris- 
'  diction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  the  said  Con- 
^  stitution  clearly  delected  to  the  Congress  of  the 
*  United  States,  remams  to  the  people  of  the  ser- 
'  eral  States,  or  to  their  respective  State  govern- 
<  ments."  Several  of  the  ouier  States  made  simi- 
lar declarations.  But  the  States  were  not  content 
to  declare  their  rights  An  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  declares  that:  "  The  powers  not  del- 
egated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  The 
right  to  own  slaves  being  acknowledged  and  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution,  can  you  proscribe  what 
the  Constitution  ffuaranties?  Can  you  touch  a 
right  reserved  to  tne  States  or  the  people  ?  You 
canniot 

It  has  been  said,*  that  in  Virginia,  25,559  free 
persons  elect  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that,  in  a  Northern  State,  35.000 
free  persons  elect  a  member.  Let  us  state  the  tact. 
A  member  from  Vermont  represents  35,000  per- 
sons only;  a  member  from  Virginia  represents 
more  than  42,000  persons.  In  forming  a  constitu- 
tion for  a  State,  it  may  be  proper  that  a  given 
number  of  free  persons  in  one  part  of  the  State 
should  have  as  much  political  power  as  an  equal 
number  in  any  other  pkrt  of  the  same  State:  but, 
in  forming  a  constitution  for  a  confederacy  of 
States,  each  should  exercise  a  share  of  power,  and 
heax  a  share  of  public  burdens  proportioned  to 
their  respective  ability.  The  ability  of  a  State 
may  be  fairly  estimated  by  its  capacity  for  labor, 
the  source  ot  wealth.  If  men  only  were  enumer- 
atedj  there  might  be  some  reason  for  dropping  a 
portion  of  the  number  of  the  slaves ;  yet  even  that 
M  doubtfuL  as  many  of  the  freemen  are  idle,  and 
belong  to  tne  unproductive  class,  whereas  the  men 
slaves  are  generally  productive  laborers ;  but  why 
should  five  men  or  nve  children,  who  are  unpro- 
ductive, and  have  no  political  rights,  be  counted 
five,  in  jproportioning  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives,'while  five  negro  men,  productive  laborers, 
are  counted  only  three?  A  concession  was  indeed 
made  in  the  Convention  in  proportioning  the  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  States ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Southern  States  made  it  in  agreeing  to 
count  only  three-fifths  of  the  slaves. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  allowance  to  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  representation  for  three-fifths  of 
the  slave  population  was  a  great  concession  to  the 
slaveholdmg  States,  but  that  the  concession  was 
definite ;  its  full  extent  was  comprehended,  and  it 
was  a  settlement  between  the  original '  thirteen 
States.  And  none  of  these  assertions  seem  to  be 
correct.  There  were  but  twelve  States  in  the 
Convention;  therefore  no  settlement  was  made 
^between  thirteen  States.  And  the  Constitution 
says^  that  '^  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 


*  By  Mr.  King,  in  his  pamphlet. 


Congress  into  this  Union.'^  The  Slates  thos^ 
mitted  are  entitled  to  representation  for  three^ 
of  their  slaves,  by  express  -wtMrds:  *^Rej»eseB& 
tives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  amci: 
the  several  States  which  may  be  included  in  tk 
Union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers.^  in 
So  that,  if  the  new  State  is  included  in  this  Uoki 
it  shall  have  a  representation  according  to  its  fei 
eral  numbers,  saith  the  Constitution.  ThntfoR. 
the  concession  was  not  definite,  nor  itsextmtroc- 
prehended,  as  has  been  affinncMd. 

But  why  is  the  representation  on  tkis  ftwr 
spoken  of  as  the  representation  of  the  free  ftph- 
tion  ?  Our  constituents  ane  the  qoaliM  tktkjn 
only;  but  we  represent  the  States,  thewkiejnp' 
ulation,  and  the  whole  wealth  of  the  comainitT. 
The  ratio  of  representation  is  the  man  plhr  of 
the  Constitution,  and  it  does  not  become  tM  who 
are  sworn  to  -  support  it  to  be  trndensiiiBf  its 
foundations. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  States  in  which  s^i^ 
is  prohibited,  uldmately,  thoofi^h  Tvith  rdactuet 
acquiesced  in  what  is  called  tne  dispniportioiatf 
number  of  Representatives  and  Klectors  tkat  w 
secured  to  the  staveholding  States.  But  it  appear?^ 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention,  that,  witbio  tw^t 
days  after  the  Convention  commenced  its  ddibm- 
tion.s,  the  proposition  to  fix  the  ratio  of  represfDB- 
tion,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  settled,  ^u 
made  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  iBme- 
diately  agreed  to  ;  nine  States  voting  for  it,  amoog 
which  were  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  N^ 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  It  was,  indeed,  si^- 
wards  debated ;  and  three  propositions  were o^i^ 
to  the  Convention.  The  first  was  to  enoitfw^f 
free  persons  only ;  this  was  the  proposition  of  Mi 
Randolph  of  Virginia^  and  was  -uftimatelr  rott^ 
for  by  New  Jersey  only.  The  second  vns  toflw- 
merateall  persons ;  this  was  the  propo6itioo<>rMr. 
Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  iiltiiBarfJr 
rapported  only  by  South  Carolina  andGeorgit- 
The  third  was  Mr.  Wilson's  proposition,  to  enB- 
merate  thr^-fifths  of  the  slaves ;  which  propositioD 
was  supposed  by  the  other  States,  and  brctnie  a 
part  of  the  Constitution.  That  mode  of  eao^^ 
ration  had  been  prteviousiy  agreed  on  by  tke  OW 
Congress,  in  April.  1783,  lor  ascertaining  the  p»- 
portion  of  the  public  hardens  that  shomd  be  im- 
posed on  each  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  beei^  said  that  Congress  have  power  (a 
regulate  commerce  among  the  sereial  States,  and 
therefore  may  prohibit  carrying  slaves  rato  M^ 
souri.  I  answer,  that  a  power  to  regala*^  <*offl- 
merce  is  not  a  power  to  prohibit  commerce.  The 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  does  not  depend  oo 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  alone.  It  is  au- 
thorized by  the  clause  which  declares  that  Con- 
gress shall  not  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
prior  to  1808*  The  power  of  Congress  is  to  rojo- 
late  commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  not 
to  regulate  the  commerce  of  a  single  Stale.  No 
preference  is  to  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  coiff- 
merce,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  ano- 
ther. And  if  you  were  about  to  exercise  one  w 
your  own  Constitutional  powers,  I  presume  f^'^ 
would  not  call  on  Missoun  to  execute  four  po^j 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS* 


998 


Jaicoabt,  1820. 


AdmU9im  of  Mi$9mri, 


R  OP  R. 


by  insertiog  a  clause  id  her  constitution.  Tke 
honorable  member  from  Ohio  claims  for  Con- 
gress power  to  ^  proride  for  the  ecneral  weU 
rare  oi  the  United  States,"  and  justifies  the  impo- 
sitioii  of  t|ie  restriction  as  a  prorision  for  the  gen- 
eral wel&ure.  If  this  power  is  mnted  by  the 
Constitution,  Congress  possess  absolute  power, 
which,  in  Rome,  was  conferred  on  the  Dietatinr  by 
an  authority  to  "  take  care  that  the  Republic  re- 
ceired  no  damage." 

With  a  view  to  put  an  end  to  this  claim  on 
the  part  of  C(»gress,  of  power  to  pass  whaterer 
law  they  please,  which  has  been  set  up  formerly, 
and  may  t>e  set  up  again,  it  will  be  useful  ;o  ex- 
amine how  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  was  under- 
stood by  the  Convention  who  formed  it,  and  the 
people  who  adopted  it  On  the  6th  of  Auffust,  the 
ciaixse  in  question  stood  in  the  draught  of  tne  Con- 
stitutioa  thus:  ''The  Legislamre  of  the^ United 
States  shall  have  power  to4ayand  ooUect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises."  On  the  ISth^a  ^o- 
pofittion  was  made  to  assume  the  State  debts,  which 
was  eommitted  to  a  committee.  On  the  23d  Mr. 
Rntledge  reported  from,  that  committee  this  amend- 
ment ;  at  the  end  of  the  first  clause  of  the  first  sec- 
tion m  the  7th  article,  add,  "  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  United 
States:  provided,"  dtc.  On  the 35th  it  was  moved 
to  add  to  the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the 
7th  article,  "  for  the  pajrment  of  the  said  debts,  and 
for  defraying  the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare;" 
which  then  passed  in  the  n^ative.  On  the  31st 
the  undecid!^  parts  of  the  Ck>astitution  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  eleven,  who,  on  the  4th 
of  September  reported  this  addition  and  alteration ; 
the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the  7th  article 
to  read  as  follows :  ^  The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States.^  The  clause  thus  reported  is  pointed  with 
^ommasonly,  throughout.  Onthe  8th  of  September, 
a  committee  of  five  were  appointed  ^  to  revise  the 
stvU^aad  arrange  the  articles  agreed  to  by  the 
liouse."  No  fwstion  was  afterwards  taken  on 
this  part  of  the  clause.  And  an  entry  made  on 
tbe  14th  September,  aftet  the  revision  was  reported, 
proireB  the  lalsehobd  of  those  copies  which  separate 
this  clause  into  two  distinct  clauses ;  it  says,  *^add 
at  tbe  end  of  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  section,^ 
first  article^  <  but  all  duties^  imposts,  and  excises^ 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 
It  obviously  appears,  that  a  committee  of  eleven 
nsed  the  Wolds  *^  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  eommoD  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  Stales,"  to  express  the  same  meaning  as 
*'  £or  the  payment  of  said  debts,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common 
defenoe  and  general  welfare,"  the  wojds  of  the 
amendment  moved  on  the  35th  of  August,  It  is  a 
limitation  of  the  power  of  taxation,  whi(^  the 
Convention  intended  should  not  be  carried  farther 
thavwas  neeessarr  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
for  the  general  W6l&re.    It  confers  a  power  to  nnse 


money  as  a  means  of  executing  the  other  powers 
of  the  Government.  How  the  clause  came  to  be 
divided  into  two  clauses,  as  it  appears  in  some 
copies  which  may  be  deemed  falsined  cojHes,  can- 
not perhaps  be  now  ascertained. 

'Such  was  the  explanation  of  the  meaning  of 
this  clause  given  to  the  peof^e  when  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted ;  and  no  other  meaning  ought  to 
be,  or  can  be  imposed  upon  it.''' 

If  you  possessed  power  to  legislate  concerning 
slavery,  the  adoptipn  of  the  proposition  on  your 
table,  which  goes  to  emancipate  all  children  of 
slaves  hereafWr  bom  in  Missouri,  would  be  a  direct 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  wnich  provides  that 
^'  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  poperty  without 
due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  property  be 
taken  for  puMic  use  without  just  compensation." 
If  you  cannot  take  property  even  for  puUic  use, 
without  jnst  compensation,  you  certainly  have 
not  {)0wer  to  take  it  away  f6t  the  purpose  of  anni- 
hilation, without  compensation.  And  if  you  can*- 
not  take  a^vay  that  which  is  in  existence,  you 
cannot  take  away  that  which  will  ^M>me  into  ex- 
istence hereafter.  If  yon  cannot  take  away  the 
land,  you  cannot  take  the  future  crops;  arid  if  you 
cannot  take  the  slaves,  you  cannot  take  their  issue, 
who^  by  the  laws  of  slaverv,  will  be  also  slaves. 
Yon  cannot  force  ^  people  to  |pve  on  their  p^ro- 
perty.  You  cannot  foree  a  portion  of^  the  people 
to  emancipate  their  slaves. 


*  Bxtracljrotn  the  observations  of  Governor  Randolph, 
a  member  of  the  General  Contention^  delivered  to 
the  Convention  of  Virginia, 

**  This  formidable  clause  does  not  in  the  least  in- 
crease the  powers  of  Congress.  It  is  only  inserted  for 
the  greater  caution,  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
encroaching  upon  tbe  powers  of  Congress.'*  And, 
after  quoting  the  clause,  he  ssys,  **  The  plain  and  ob- 
vious meaning  of  this  is,  that  no  more  daties,  taxfs* 
imposts^  and  excises*  shall  be  bid,  than  are  svffieient 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  ftHr  ths  conmon  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  thd  United  States." 

Extract  from  the  oheertatums  of 'Mr.  Marehall,  {now 
Chief  Justice  of  the  U.  5L,)  delivered  on  the  same 
occasion. 

After  qnoting  the  clause,  he  says,  *<  the  debts  of  the 
Union  ought  to  be  paid.  Ought  not  the  common  de* 
fence  to  1^  provided  fort  Is  it  not  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare  1  The  amounts  to  be  raised 
are  confined  to  these  purposes  solely.  They  are  not 
to  raise  money  lor  any  other  purpose.^' 

An  exact  transcrfpt  of  the  1st  clause  of  the  8th  section 
of  Uie  1st  tfrttcle  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Btates,  '*  as  it  regards  the  words,  arrangement,  pooc- 
toation,  and  capitals,"  made  at  tbe  request  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  by  J.  B.  Colvin,  Esq.,  Clerk  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  from  the  original  Constitution  signed 
by  the  CdnTenCaen : 

Section  8.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  To  lay 
and  eoliect  Taxes,  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises,  to  pay 
the  'Debts  and  provide  for  the  common  Defenee  and 
general  Welfare  of  the  United  States ;  but  all  Dnties, 
Imposts  and  Excises  shaB  be  nnifbrm  thronghont  the 
United  States; 

[The  next  claose  begins  as  a  paragraph.] . 
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By-  adopting  this  proposition,  you  will  have 
proved  that  the  clauses  ofthe  Constitution  deemed 
most  sacred  by  the  people,  are  not  sacred  with 
you.  The  Constitution  was  the  work  of  politi- 
The  amendments  were  the  work  of  the 


cians. 


people.  They  are  the  parts  of  the  Constitution 
which  protect  the  rignts  of  the  people.  The 
amendment  which  secures  property,  you  are  about 
to  violate  by  emancipating,  without  the  consent  of 
the  masters,  the  offspring  of  ten  thousand  slaves. 

If  your  object  is  not  to  keep  down  the  growth 
ofthe  Western  country;  if  you  are  not  in  pursuit 
of  power  and  influence;  if  the  future  freedom  of 
the  blacks  is  your  real  object,  and  not  a  mere  pre- 
tence, why  do  you  not  llegin  here?  Within  the 
ten  miles  square,  you  have  undoubted  power  to  ' 
exercise  exclusive  legislation.  Produce  a  bill  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  of  Columbia;  or,  if  you 
prefer  it,  to  emancipate  those  born  hereafter.  Can 
you  take  away  the  slaves  hereafter  born  within 
the  District  without  making  compensation?  I 
think  you  will  not  attempt  it.  And  yet  you  will 
impose  on  others  an  obligation  to  do  and  suffer  an 
act  of  injustice  which  you  dare  not  attempt  to  do 
yourselves. 

No  people  ought  to  be  bound,  by  laws  to  which 
they  have  not  freely  consented.  Will  you  say 
that,  by  adopting  your  proposition,  they  have  con- 
sented ?  Such  is  the  traveller's  consent  when  the 
robber  demands  his  purse.  You  propose  a  con- 
tract which  no  righteous  judge  would  respect; 
because  you  take  advantage  of,  and  abuse  your 
power.  Such  would  be  the  contract  of  an  inex- 
perienced youth,  whose  unjust  guardian,  some 
hoary  extortioner,  should  comnel  liim  to  convey 
away  a  part  of  his  estate,  before  he  would  give 
him  possession  of  the  remainder. 

The  people  of  Missouri  will  be  rightfully  bound 
by  our  laws  made  for  the  whole  iJnion;  but  we 
have  no  riffht  to  make  local  laws  for  the  people  of 
Mis^uri  alone.  We  have  no  right  to  pass  partial 
laws,  that  shall  operate  in  some  of  the  States,  and 
not  in  others. 

You  cannot  limit  the  new  States  in  the  exercise 
of  their  retained  powers.  Whether  slavery  shall 
exist  or  not  in  the  new  States,  must  depend  on  the 
free  will  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  you  can  in  this  way  prescribe  the  course 
of  legislation  on  pne  subject,  you  can  on  any  sub- 
ject or  on  every  subject. 

No  State  can  be  oound  not  to  change  its  con- 
stitution. The  same  right  which  Pennsylvania 
has  of  self-government,  every  new  State  must 
possess  of  self-government.  They  are  bound  to 
adopt  a  republican  constitution,  for  that  is  a  law 
of  the  whole  Union. 

If  you  impose  on  Missouri  the  contemplated  re- 
striction, and  Missouri  forms  her  constitution  ac- 
cordingly, it  will  not  be  your  act,  but  the  act  of 
Missouri  that  will  become  a  law.  Then  suppose 
Missouri  changes  her  constitution ;  as  she  made 
the  law,  she  can  repeal  it.  Your  act  can  have  no 
force,  because  not  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  acts  of  Con- 
gress, passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  are 
laws;  out  the  stipulations  or  declaration  of  Con- 


cress,  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  are  qc: 
Eiws ;  and  they  can  have  no  sanction ;  for  it  s 
only  the  acts  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constits- 
,tion  that  are  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land.  If 
your  act  is  a  law,  it  needs  not  the  aid  or  coosoa 
of  Missouri ;  and  if  Missouri  is  to  pass  the  Uw. 
Missouri  may  repeal  it.  But  this,  say  our  oppty 
nents,  would  be  perfidious  on  the  part  of  Missouri; 
they  will  not  ivesume  that  Missouri  w^ould  vioiak 
her  plighted  faith.  They  detest  all  perfidy  exce^p 
that  which  they  themselves  recommends  This 
would  not  be  perfidy  on  the  part  of  Missouri.  Tht 
pe(^le  of  Missouri  would  only  have  eluded  the 
effects  of  the  perfidy  of  those  who  would  have  vi- 
olated a  solemn  treaty. 

It  has  seemed  to  some  that  as  Ohio  wasrei|uired 
to  form  a  constitution  agreeing  with  the  ordinance 
of  Congress  of  1787,  wmch  excluded  slavery-  from 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  thoe- 
fore  Missouri  may  be  likewise  required  to  cxdnde 
slavery  by  her  constitution.  Whatever  be  the  ef- 
fect 01  the  ordinance  of  1787,  it  has  no  applica- 
tion to  Missouri.  But  I  contend  that  Ohio  is  aoc 
bound  by  the  ordinance;  that  she  is  at  liberty  to 
decide  as  she  pleases  the  question,  whether  she  viB 
or  will  not  exclude  slavery. 

Let  us  examine  this  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of 
the  old  Congress  of  a  power  to  bind  the  people  of 
the  country  northwest  of  Ohio,  and  their  dcKcod- 
ants  forever,  by  a  law  not  repealable  by  any  le^ 
lation  whatever,  present  or  to  come;  a  law  which 
neither  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Ohiot  nor 
this  Congress,  nor  any  future  convention  or  Con- 
ffress,  can  repeal;  a  law  immutable  and  eteniaL 
if  there  is  any  principle  of  republican  goTcm- 
ment  about  which  there  will  be  no  disagreemcot 
in  this  House,  I  presume  it  is  this :  that  all  legiti- 
mate power  is  derived  from  the  people,  that  there 
is  no  lawful  authority  to  bind  any  people,  but  what 
is  derived  from  them.  This  bieing^,  as  I  suppose, 
admitted,  I  will  ask,  had  the  Congress  of  17S7  a 
power,  derived  from  the  people,  to  hind  any  por- 
tion 01  the  people  and  their  descendants  forever? 

The  8tate  constitutions,  which  contain  the  only 
grants  of  power  which  had  then  been  given  by  the 
people,  did  not  mention  such  a  body  as  Congress. 
The  State  legislatures,  withput  any  express  au- 
thority for  that  purpose  from  the  people,  sent  de- 
puties to  Philadelphia.  These  were  ministas 
from  distinct  sovereign  Powers,  foreign  to  each 
other.  They  entered  into  a  league  by  a  treaty 
called  "  Articles  of  Confederation,"  which  the  sev- 
eral States  ratified..  The  Articles  of  Con/ederation 
had  the  force  of  a  ratified  treaty.  The  powers 
thereby  conferred  on  Congress  were  special  enu- 
merated powers;  and  all  not  granted,  were  ex- 
pressly retained  to  the  States.  The  only  power  of 
a  legislative  character,  granted,  was  power  to 
make  rules  respecting  captures,  and  rules  for  the 

fovernment  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States.  It  may  be  justly  questioned  whether 
the  State*  lejg^islatures  could,  in  this  form,  have 
granted  legislative  powers  over  the  people.    A 
power  to  legislate  over  the  people  must  be  delc^t- 
I  ed  by  them.    It  was  deemed  necessary,  to  amply  to 
I  the  people  when  this  constitution  was  locmed. 
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And  for  a  further  confirmation  of  the  doctrine 
ifvhich  I  maintain,  I  refer  every  gentleman  to  the 
bill  of  rights  of  his  own  State  constitution.  It  is 
thus  laid  down  hv  the  convention  of  New  York: 
^^No  authority  snail,  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
'  be  exercised  ovor  the  people,  or  members  of  this 
^  State,  but  such  as  shall  be  derived  from,  and 
'  granted  by,  them." 

Virginia  and  other  States  ceded  the  country 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  to  the  United  States, 
as  "well  the  jurisdiction  as  the  soil.  What  passed 
by  the  deed?  I  answer  a  right  to  the  soil  only; 
the  jurisdiction  could  not  pass  to  Congress.  That 
body  Tvas  incapable  of  receiving  a  grant  of  au- 
thority to  legislate  for  the  people  northwest  of 
Ohio;  because  they  were  the  representatives  of  the 
States,  and  not  of  the  people.  The  jurisdiction 
Tvas  in  the  people,  or  woula  vest  in  them,  as  soon 
as  there  should  be  people  in  the  ceded  territory. 
Whatever  jurisdiction  tne  Legislature  of  Virginia 
possessed,  they  possessed  as  representing  the  people 
of  Virginia.  The  jurisdiction  was  derived  from 
the  people;  it  went  with  the  people,' and  not  with 
the  right  of  soil. 

If  any  are  disposed  to  compare  the  cession  of 
the  Northwestern  territory  to  tnat  of  the  ten  miles 
square,  I  will  call  their  attention  to  this  dissim- 
ilarity. The  {^ple  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
including  those  within  the  ten  mile  square,  rati- 
fied the  present  Constitution,  which  vests  in  Con- 
gress power  to  exercise  exclusive  lec^islation  over 
Siis  District.  The  inhabitants  of  Uie  ten  miles 
square  were  also  represented  in  the  legislative  as- 
semblies which  made  the  cession ;  but  the  people  did 
not  ratify  the  Articles  of  Confederation ;  nor  did 
those  articles  vest  in  the  old  Congress  power  to 
legislate  over  any  portion  of  the  civil  part  of  the 
community;  neither  were  the  people  of  the  North- 
western territory  represented  in  the  legislative  as- 
semblies which  made  the  cession  thereof. 

At  the  commencement  of  every  new  settlement, 
whether  at  Plymouth,  or  at  Jamestown,  at  Botany 
Bay,  or  at  Chuieothe,  a  government  founded  either 
in  force  or  necessity  may  be  expected  to  prevail 
for  a  time.  Such  was  the  government  exercised  by 
the  old  Congress  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  But, 
such  a  government  cannot  bind  a  people  forever. 
When  they  become  independent,  and  come  to 
frame  a  form  of  government  for  themselves,  on 
republicaii  princijj^es,  to  maintain,  that  not  only 
they,  but  also  their  posterity,  are  bound  by 'the  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  ordinances  of  the 
old  Confess,  is,  I  conceive,  preposterous. 

All  legitimate  power  proceeds  from  the  people. 
And  altnough  an  illegitimate  power  may  be  im- 
posed bv  force  and  s^mitted  to  from  necessity,  it 
cannot  bind  the  people  loneer  than  the  force  and 
necessity  are  present.  Such  T^as  the  power  which 
the  British  Parliament  exercised  before  the  Revo- 
lution over  these  then  colonies ;  and  such  was  the 
power  asserted  by  the  Congress  of  1787  over  the 
Northwestern  territory.  But,  as  the  declaration 
of  the  British  Parliament,  that  they  had  power  to 
bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  does  not 
bind  the  people  of  these  States ;  so  the  ordinance  of 
1787  does  not  bind  the  people  of  Ohio  any  longer 


than  they  please  to  submit  to  it.  It  was  an  act  of 
illegitimate  power:  and  it  cannot  hind  those  who 
are  the  source  oi  all  legitimate  power. 

It  is  even  doubtful  whether  the  ordinance  was 
duly  passed.  By  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
the  Gonomrrenee  of  nine  of  the  States  was  neces- 
sary to  important  transactions.  The  power  exer- 
cised was  not  given ;  and  of  the  powers  which 
were  given,  those  of  making  appropriations,  and 
treaties,  most  resemble  the  power  exercised.  It 
was  necessary  that  nine  States  should  concur  in 
exercising.either  of  these  powers.  Only  eight  States 
were  present  and  concurring  in  passing  this  ordi- 
nance. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  restriction  on  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river, 
was  prbposed  by  Virginia,  and  that  the  Southern 
States  unanimously  agreed  to  it.  This  is  said  to 
fix  the  character  of  inconsistency  on  Virginia. 
The  fact  is,  that  Virginia  and  the  Southern  States 
voted  for  the  whole  ordinance,  when  completed ; 
but  it  is  also  true,  that  those  States  had  repeatedly 
voted  against  the  clause  excluding;  slavery.  In 
April,  1784^  vote  was  taken  on  this  clause,  when 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  voted 
against  it ;  Ncvth  Carolina  divided,  and  Georgia 
absent.  And  although  seven  States  voted  for  the 
clause^  it  was  rejected ;  a  proof  that  Congress  then 
conceived  that  the  concurrence  of  nine  States  was 
necessary  to  every  clause  of  this  ordinance ;  which 
they  called  a  **  compact."  In  March,  1785,  Mr. 
King  proposed  a  similar  clause ;  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  voted 
asainst  it ;  eight  States  voted  for  the  commitment 
of  it,  and  it  was  committed.  The  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Grayson,)  to  whom  this  measure 
is  ascribed,  was  not  a  member  of  Congress  in  1784. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
HoLMBs)  was  mistaken,  when  he  supposed  that 
the  Congress  of  1787  was  bound  by  the  ordinance 
of  1784,  which  did  not  exchide  slavery  from  the 
Northwestern  territory.  They  would  have  been 
bound,  had  4ny  part  of  the  land  in  Ohio  been  sold, 
not  to  change  the  ordinance  of  1784,  without  the 
consent  of  Ohio.  But  no  part  of  the  land  was  sold, 
previous  to  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  on  the 
13th  July,  1787.  I  have  examined  that  nutter 
carefully,  and  am  unwilling  that  the  Committee 
should  DC  under  any  erroneous  impressions  that  I 
can  remove. 

I  affirm  that  the  people  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  are  not  eternally  bound  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  They  were  no  party,  to  the  pretended 
compact ;  and  if  they  had  been  a  party,  they  had 
no  power  to  bind  the  present  generation — they  had 
no  power  to  bind  tLekr  posterity^  the  people  of 
Ohio  may  change  their  constitution  wiien  they 
please. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Constitution  vests  in 
Congress  a  power  to  make  all  needful  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and 
this  power,  it  is  supposed,  authorizes  us  to  exclude 
slaves  from  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  to  demand  from  any  of.  those  territories 
about  •to  become  States,  a  stipulation  for  the  ex- 
clusion t>f  slaves.    The  clause  of  the  Constitiition 
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refecred  to,  reads  thus :  ^  TheCoiupefit  shall  luiTe 
^  power  to  dispose  of>  and  make  afl  needful  rules 
*  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or  other 
^  property- belonging  to  the  United  States."  It  has 
been  contended  that  this  gives  a  power  of  legisla- 
tion over  persons  and  private  property  within  the 
territories  of  ^e  United  States.  Tlie  clause  ob- 
viously relates  to  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  as  proper^  onlv*  The power.givea 
is  to  dispose  of,  and  maiEe  all  needful  reeulations 
respecting,  the  territorial  property,  or  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States;  aad  Congress  have 
power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  pioper  to  the 
exercise  of  that  power.  This  clause  speaks  of  the 
territory  as  property,  as  a  subject  of  sale.  It  speaks 
not  of  the  jarisdietion.'^  That  the  Convention 
consideied  as  bein^  provided  for  by  the  ordinance 
of  Congress.  This  clause  contains  no  grant  of 
power  to  legislate  over  pcfsons  andprivale  property 
within  a  territory.  A  power  to  dispose  of^  and  make 
all  needful'iegttlations  respecting  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  is  very  difEerent  from  a  power  to 
legislate  over  the  persons  aoid  the  propertv  of  the 
peo|>le^  When  it  was  the  intentioa  of  the  Con^ 
vention  that  the  Constitution  sfeKmld  convey  to 
Congress  power  to  legislate  over  pecsons  and  pri- 
vate popertv,  thnr  expressed  theinselveB  in  terms 
not  douDtful.  Tnus,  they  said,  "Congress  shall 
have  power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,"  within  the  ten  miles  square. 
But  no  such  power  to  le^pislate  over  the  territories 
is  gianted.  The  power  is,  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  regulations  respecting^  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  When  that  is  sold  and  con- 
veyed, it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  the  power  to 
make  legulatioDs  respecting  the  property  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  the  constractioa  contended 
for  by  our  opqwnents  be  correct,  and  Congress 
possess  nower  to  legislate  lor  a  temtory^  that  would 
not  authorize  them  to  nurice  regulations  which 
should  continue  ui  fot^e  when  the  territory  became 
a  State,  and  the  United  8tate»ceased  to  own  prop^ 
erty  therein. 

The  Stales  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  have  excluded 
slavery.  They  did  it  freely,  and  of  their  own 
choice.  But  will  their  representatives  admit  that 
those  States  are  less  free  to  decide  on  this  question 
than  other  States  ?  Will  they  declare  that  their 
States  do  nqt  possess  equal  rights  with  Pennsyl- 
vania? Will  they  acknowledge  that  their  States 
do  not  possess  the  samereserved  rights  that  the  other 
States  of  the  Union  possess?  Will  they  agree 
that  their  States  are*8tates  of  inferioar  grade,  boind 
by  authoritv  of  Congress  to  exolode  slavery  ?  And 
will  they,  therefore,  concur  in  imposing  the  same 
restrictions  on  their  brethren  of  Missouri  ?  I  trust 
that  they  will  not :  that  they  will  maintain  the 

S)litical  equality  ot  their  own  States  with  other 
tates  in  the  Union ;  and  that  they  will  leave  it 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  decide  the  questions 


*  This  dsme,  as  ibst  proposed  io  Convection,  read 
thns:  "  To  dispose  of  the  nnappropristed  lands  of  the 
United  States ;  toinstitiite  temporary  governments  for 
ntm  States  arising  therein.''  The  ktter  power  was 
■ot  grtated*    See  Jounial  Convention,  page  360. 


far  themsdves,  as  the  peo|ile  of  Ohio  and  Indiana 
have  decided  it  for  thems^ves.  If  thoe  Stada 
deem  themselves  bound  in  chains,  I  hope  they  vrffl 
not  therefore  desire  to  impose  them  od  Missoori ; 
and  if  they  deem  themselves  free,  they  will  gene- 
rously impart  the  same  freedom  to  otiien. 

Sir,  if  this  proposition  is  adopted,  it  will  be  re- 
garded hereaUer  as  an  exercise  of  the  potwet  to 
guaranty  a  republican  fprm  of  garemmeDt  to 
every  State  in  the  Union.  You  are  about  to  ad- 
mit a  State,  and  you  rehire  her  to  insert  in  her 
const! totion  a  clause  agamst  slavery.  V2i  it  not 
seem  that  you  have  done  this  by  your  authoriftr  to 
^taranty  a  republican  form  of  government  ?  I 
think  it  will ;  for  you  have  no  other  power  that 
seems  to  warrant  prescribing  in  part  the  form  of 
the  State  eonstitution.    If,  in  the  exenix  of  this 

Eower,  you  may  require  of  a  new  State  to  insert  in 
er  constitution  a  clause  against  slavery,  yon  may, 
under  the  same  authority,  require  an  M  State  to 
add  such  a  clause  to  her  constitution.  Thus  yon 
may  require  of  the  old  States  to  exclude  slavery, 
or  provide  for  its  abolition.  The  slaveholding 
States  must  make  common  cause  with  MisMuri ; 
for  the  recognition  of  such  a  power  in  this  Grorem- 
ment  would  be  fatal  to  them. 

This  nation  is  bound  b^  the  treaty  with  France 
for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  to  incorporate  the 
iuhabitahts  of  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution ;  to  admit  them  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Amons 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitntion  <? 
the  United  States,  are  tnese :  In  fixing  the  ratio  of 
representation,  five  slaves  are  to  be  counted  equal 
to  three  free  persons.  Every  State  in  the  Union 
shall  have  a  republican  form  of  government  The 
powers  not  defeated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

But  the  honorable  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Taylor)  maintained  that  it  is  a  principle  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  thai  all  men 
are  free  and  equal;  and  he  asserted  tluit^The 
American  nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  of 
slavery  1"  *  The  gentlenaan  doubtless  naeans  to  be 
correct  in  what  he  asserts  to  the  Coounittee:  But 
if  he  had  asserted  that  ^^The  Ammcan  nation 
never  sanctioned  aright  in  its  citizens  to  catch  fish 
on  the  Grand  Bank,'^  the  assertion  would  not  ha?e 
been  more  incorrect  than  that  which  he  has  nuide. 
As  to  that  clause  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence in  which  Congress  stated  their  opinion  that 
men  were  created  eaual,  and  that  \ilmtf  was  an 
inalienable  ri^ht ;  it  nas  the  same  force  and  effect, 
as  a  declaration  of  the  like  opinion  by  any  other 
eoual  number  of  persons  of  the  same  ability  and  in- 
telligence,  having  no  political  power.  Congress 
was  then  compo^  of  ministers  from  the  States. 
Even  the  Articlesof  Confederation  did  not  then  ex- 
ist ',  aad  they  certainly  did  not  confer  on  Coagren 


*  This  was  Mr.  Taylor's  expression,  though  not  lha< 
reported. 
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a  poipirer  to  emancipale  slaves,  when  ihey  did  come 
into  existence. 

Suppose  that  the  Congress  of  1776  had  declared 
their  religious  creed ;  would  that  have  established 
a  religion  for  the  United  States?  I  presume  not. 
It  would  have  been  said  that  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  that  subject.  They  were  chaig^  with 
tbe  exteitor  relations  of  the  colonies,  and  had  no 
power  to  emancipate  a  single  slave.  They  asserted 
that  man  caonot  alienate  his  liberty,  nor  by  com- 
pact deprive  his  posterity  of  liberty.  Slaves  are 
not  held  as  having  alienated  their  libertv  by  com- 
pact.  They  are  held  under  the  law  and  usase  of 
natioas,  from  the  remotest  times  of  which  we  nave 
any  historical  knowledge,  and  by  the  municipal 
laws  of  the  States,  over  which  the  Congress  of 
1776  h^d  not,  and  this  Congress  have  not,  anv 
control.  We  agree  with  the  Congress  of  1776, 
that  men,  on  entering  into  society,  cannot  alienate 
their  right  to  liberty  and  property,  and  that  they 
cannot,  by  compact,  bind  their  posterity.  And^ 
th^'efore.  we  contend  that  the  [people  of  Missowri 
eannot  ali^ate  their  rights,  or  biivl  their  posterity 
by  a  c<HnpAct  with  Congress. 

We  are  to  understand  this  declaration  of  the 
opinion  of  Congress  as  thev  intended  it  should  be 
understood.  They  certainly  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  are  the  natural  rishts  of  man  that  they 
cannot  be  abridged  bv  civu  laws.  They  meant 
that  an  oppressed  people  may,  if  they  are  able,  re- 
sist, and  assert  their  treedom.  They  asserted  the 
independence  of  the  States  against  parliamentary 
usurpation :  and  that  independence  we  maintain, 
except  80  far  as  it  has  been  freely  surrendered  by 
the  Constitution. 

But  the  gentleman  said  that  "the  American 

nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  of  shivery." 

Sir,  the  old  Congress  expressly  sanctioned  the 

right  of  slavery,  in  September,  1782,  when  they 

passed  this  resolution :  ^RuUvei,  That  the  Secre- 

^  tary  of  Forei^  A£&uis  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  di- 

'  rected  to  obtam,  as  speedily  as  possible,  authentic 

'  returns  of  the  slaves  and  other  poperty  which 

'  have  been  carried  off  or  destroyed^  in  the  course 

^  of  the  war,  by  the  enemy,  and  to  transmit  the 

(  same  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  for  nego- 

^  tiating  peace.''*    They  sanctioned  the  right  of 

slaverv  when  they  commissioned  agents  "to  obtain 

*•  the  delivery  of  all  negroes  and  other  property  of 

'  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  m  the  pos- 

'  session  of  the  British  Ibrces,  or  any  subiects  of, 

*  or  adherents  to^  His  Britannic  Majesty."!    They 

sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery  when  they  ratified 

the  provisional  and  definitive  treaties  of  peace  with 

Great  Britain,  containing  this  clause :  ''His  Bri- 

'  tannic  Majesty  shall,  with  all  convement  speed, 

'  without. causing  any   destruction,  or  carrying 

'  away  any  negroes  or  other  property  of  the  Ame^ 

'  rican  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies."} 

They  recognised  the  right  of  slavenr  in  April,  1733, 

by  providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  free  {Arsons 

in  the  States,  and  three-fifths  of  the  daves.f   The 

•  I  voL  SUte  Pftperi,  page  33S. 
1 1  vol.  State  Papers,  page  221. 
1 1  voJ.  Laws,  page  198.      §  1  vol  La^St  psge  31. 


whole  nation  sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery,  by 
adopting  the  Cpnstitution,  which  provides  for  an 
enumeration  of  slaves,  a  representation  founded 
thereon,  and  for  the  restoration  of  fugitive  slaves 
to  their  masters,  acknowledging  the  obligation  of 
State  laws,  which  hold  men  to  labor  or  service^ 
The  Congress,  acting  under  the  Constitution,  have 
sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery,  by  providing  for 
an  enumeration  of  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  taxing^ 
them,  by  taxing  them  and  making  the  tax  a  lien 
on  them  as  property.*  If  the  gentleman  would 
have  further  proof,  1  refer  him  to  the  several  acts 
for  taking  the  census^  in  which  slaves  are  included. 
To  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  which 
aUow  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State  for  sale ;  and  permit  the  sale,  under  the  State 
laws,  of  the  Africans  captured.f  And  also  to 
the  act  for  dividing  Louisiana  into  two  Territories, 
which  authorizes  the  removal  of  American  slaves 
into  thajt  country .{ 

Thus,  as  well  the  old  Congress  as  the  Congress 
under  the  Constitution,  have,  in  the  most  explicit 
manner,  recognised  slaves^  by  that  name,  as  pro- 
perty. It  therefore  appears  tnat  if  the  gentleman 
SMr.  Taylor)  had  beien  disposed  to  make  an  un- 
bonded assertion  to  mislead  the  C<mimittee,  of 
which  he  is  incapable,  he  could  not  have  made 
one  more  susceptible  of  complete  refutation  than 
is  that  which  he  hazarded,  when  he  said  that  "  the 
American  nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  to 
slavery." 

By  treaty  we  are  bound  to  admit  Missouri  iaio 
the  Union ;  to  allow  her  a  representation  for  her 
slaves ;  to  guaranty  to  her  a  republican  form  oi 
government,  Tthat  is,  a  government  by  and  for  the 
people  themselves,  not  a  govemm/ent  impoasd  on 
them,  nor  a  patrimonial  government;)  ana  to  leave 
her  all  power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to 
the  United  States, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States. 
Treaties  are  in  part,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  paramount  to  the  constitution  of  f^ny  State ; 
yet  you  propose  to  viohite  the  treaty  with  France 
py  tne  means  of  a  State  constitution,  which  is  of 
inferior  obligation  to  a  trea^. 

It  has  been  urged,  not  incked  at  this  session,  as 
a  reason  for  violating  the  tr««ty  with  France,  that 
the  present  Government  of  tw  nation  will  not 
insist  on  the  strict  performapoe  of  its  stipmlatioos. 
Although  the  right  of  the  people  of  Missouri  rests 
on  a  treaty,  the  question  arises  between  them  and 
their  own  government ;  and  it  would  be  consider- 
ed criminal  in  them. to  apply  for  protection  to  any 
other  Government.  But  the  fonder  sovereign  of 
the  country  has  made  a  stipulation  on  behalf  of 
the  people,  and  to  that  stipulation  we  have  agreed 
in  the  most  solemn  manner.  If  we  do  not  perform 
'OUF  engagements,  we  shall  be  deemed  a  perfidioos, 
faithless  nation ;  and  yet  it -has  been  proposed  to 
violate  the  treaty,  because  \he  powerful  ldonar(sh 
with  whom  we  made  it  reigns  no  more. 

Will  you  be  unjust,  false,  and  perfidious,  because 
you  are  powerful  ?    Would  it  be  honorable  to  vio- 

*  3  Tol.  Laws,  pages  84,  100,  102.  • 
t  4  vol.  Laws,  pages  06,  96. 
t  3  vol.  Laws,  vxe  607. 
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late  a  treaty  because  those  who  claim  the  benefits 
of  its  provisions  are  our  own  citizens  ?  Should 
the  treaty  with  Spain  be  ratified,  y^ou  will  refuse 
to  pay  your  own  citizens  for  Spanish  spoliations, 
because  Spain,, who  stipulated  on  their  behalf,  is 
not  likely  to  declare  war  against  you  if  you  do 
not  7  By  your  Constitution,  a  treaty  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  and  paramount  to  the  con- 
stitution which  you  propose  to  force  Missouri  to 
adopt.  You  may,  indeed,  repeal  the  treaty  by  an 
act  of  Congress:  but  the  efiect  of  a  measure  of 
that  kind  should  be  well  considered.  And  3rou 
must  repeal  the  treaty  directly  or  by  implication 
before  the  proposed  measure  can  have  the  desired 
efiect :  for  the  treaty,  until  it  is  repealed,  is  para- 
mount to  the  imposed  constitution ;  and  the  judges 
would  sustain  it. 

Beware!  You  have  no  right  to  Missouri  but 
what  the  treaty  gives  you.  The  treaty  gives  you 
Missouri,  on  condition  that  you  secure  the  prop- 
erty of  tne  inhabitants,  and  mcorporate  them  into 
the  Union  of  the  United  States^  with  all  the  rights 
of  citizens,  according  to  the  prmciples  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  which  reserves  to  them  all  pow- 
ers not  delegated  by  that  Constitution.  If  I  receive 
a  deed  on  condition,  I  am  bound  to  perform  the 
condition.  Every  engagement  in  a  treaty  is  a 
condition,  the  breach  of  which  releases  the  other 
party  from  his  engagements.*  Perhaps  they  are 
mistaken  who  suppose  that  the  present  €k>veni- 
ment  of  France  is  deficient  in  spirit  and  honor,  and 
will  not  insist  on  the  observance  of  existing  trea- 
ties made  with  France.  Would  not  England  like 
to  see  France  and  the  United  States  brought  into 
collision?  Would  not  all  Europe  be  pleased  to 
see  the  power  of  France  interposed  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  ?  France  wants  colo- 
nies and  commerce ;  and  half  the  people  of  Louis- 
iana are  Frenchmen. 

I  have  heard  it  said,  in  relation  to  this  question, 
that  if  a  territory  b  conquered,  the  conqueror  may 

E)vem  it  as  he  pleases.  But  vou  did  not  conquer 
ouisiana.  You  received  a.aeed  of  trust  of  this 
territory ;  and  if  you  do  not  perform  the  trust,  you 
have  no  title.  It  was  said  at  the  last  session  '^we 
<  purchased  the  territory,  and  fiad  a  rifi[ht  to  sell  it ; 
'  therefore  we  inay  annex  such  conditions  to  its 
'  admission  into  the  Union  as  we  please."  It  is 
true  that  you  paid  money  for  the  territory,  but  you 
took  a  conditional  deed,  and  are  bound  by  the  con- 
ditions in  the  deed.  You  have  no  right  to  sell  it 
to  a  foreign  Power ;  for  you  have  bound  jroursehres 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  This  promise  cannot  be 
fulfilled  but  by  admitting  them  as  States ;  for  ter- 
ritories are  not  "  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the 
States."  The  Constitution  provides  that  <^the 
'  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 

*  ileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 

*  States."  This  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
those  citizens  who  should  remove  from  one  State 
to  another.  The  treaty  provides  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Louisiana  shall  be  admitted  '*  to  the  enjoy- 


ment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immum- 
ties,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  This  pro- 
vision is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  traveller  fTosi 
Louisiana ;  it  is  intended  for  the  inhabitants*  of 
Louisiana  in  their  States:  that  they  shall  ha?« 
the  same  rights  in  their  States  that  other  citizev 
of  the  United  States  have  in  their  States ;  eoose- 
quently,  that  they  shall  possess  the  right  of  self- 
government. 

It  has  been  said,  that  although  by  trea^  we  are 
bound  to  maintain  the  inhabitants  of  Loaisiana  in 
their  property  until  they  are  incorporated  in  the 
Union  or  the  United  States,  the  stipulatMO  is  but 
temporary,  and  not  afterwards  obligatory,  h  seems 
therefore  to  be  inferred  that  we  may  take  away 
their  property  after  they  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  although  pfevuxidy  it  is 
secure.  The  name  of  no  man  can  obtain  iespeet 
for  such  an  argument.  When  they  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union  of  the  States,  their  prop- 
erty will  be  sacred.  Can  these  inhalutants  be 
incorporated^  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States, 
and  tneir  enjoyment  of  their  reli^on,  liberty,  and 
property,  be  afterwards  rendered  insecm^  by  Cot- 
ffress  ?  The  great  advocate  for  depriving  tnem  (A 
tneir  property  says,  escpressly,  ^  Congress  have  no 
power  to  prevent  the  free  enjojrment  of  the  Cath- 
olic religion.'-*     Then  it  is  equally  certain  that 


*  Orotiiu. 


Congress  have  no  power  to  prevent  the  five 
joyment  of  property ;  for  religion  and  propertr  are 
alike  secured  to  them  hj  the  same  clause  of  the 
treaty,  and  by  those  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
which  declare  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  estaUishment  of  religion ;  that  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  irithout  just 
compensation;  and  that  which  declares  that  all 
power  not  delesated  is  reserved  to  the  States  and 
the  people.  What  forms'  the  Union  of  the  United 
States?  The  Constitution.  Then,  to  become  in- 
corporated in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
become  a  party  to  the  Constitution — entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  which  it  confers,  and  lia- 
ble to  all  the  duties  wnich  it  imposes. 

It  has  been  said,  that  Congress  alone  are  to  iudge 
of  the  expediency  of  admitting  a  State.  If  that 
was  conceded,  it  would  not  follow  that  they  should 
have  power  to  nuee  a  State — ^making  a  new  class- 
by  depriving  the  admitted  State  of  equal  riehts.  It 
might  justi^  the  refusal  of  Congress  to  a£nit  the 
new  State :  but  Congress  have  sanctioned  the 
treaty — executed  it,  in  part — bv  admitting  one 
State,  and  selling  the  ceded  lands.  The  expedi- 
ency of  the  incorporation  should  have  been  con- 
sidered before  Congress  sanctioned  the  treaty.  It 
is  now  too  late.  Tne  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged, 
irrevocably,  and  so  is  the  faith  of  Congress. 

You  have  not  only  pledged  the  puUir  faith  to 
France  and  the  people  of  Louisiana,  but  you  have 
made  stipulation  with  the  emigrants  to  that  coun- 
try, those  emigrants  being  mostly  slaveholders ;  for 
vou  have  invited  the  slaveholders  to  go  to  Missouri, 
Dv  freely  admitting  their  slaves,  which  you  ex- 
cluded from  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  lUinok 
You  have  said  in  your  laws  to  those  emigrants  from 
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the  Southern  States,  "no  man  shall  be  deprived 
'  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  tbe  judff- 
'  ment  of  his  peers,  and  the  law  of  the  land..  If 
^  the  public  exigencies  make  it  necessary,  for  the 
'  common  preservation,  to  take  the  property  of  any 
'  person,  or  to  demand  his  particular  services,  full 
*  compensation  shall  be  made  for  the  same." 

It  is  said,  you  have  made  conditions  with  Louis- 
iana, and  it  is  contended  that  you  may  make  con- 
ditions with  Missouri.    If  you  made  conditions 
with  Louisiana  that  you  had  no  ri^t  to  demand, 
that  Tvill  not  prove  that  you  have  a  right  to  make 
any  condition  you  please  with  Missouri.    Let  us 
examine  those  conditions.    The  first  was  a  re- 
puUican  form  of  government.    A  good  condition, 
oecause  agreeable  to  the  Constitution.  The  second, 
for  religious  liberty.    This  condition  is  supposed 
to  be  void,  and  that  the  people  of  Louisiana  may 
require  their  officers  to  acknowledge  a  future  state 
of  reisvards  and  punishments,  as  in  Pennsylvania ; 
or  to  be  Christians,  as  in  Maryland,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Massachusetts ;  or  to  be  Protestants,  as 
in  N  ew  York,  New  Jersey,  an  d  North  Carolina.  A 
third  that  the  judicial  jwooeedings  shall  be  in  the 
lanmaffe  of  the  judicial  and  legislative  proceeding 
of  the  United  States.    This  they  woqla  not  submit 
to ;  but  they  a^eed  to  use  the  language  in  which  the 
Constitution  is  written.    I  suppose  the  condition 
is  void,  and  that  they  may  keep  their  records  in 
any  other  language  when  they  please.    A  fourth 
condition  respects  the  public  lands.    This  is  use- 
less.    We  have  power  to  enact  needful  regulations 
on  that  subject ;  and  do  not  depend  on  the  con- 
stitution of  Louisiana  for  any  of  our  powers.    A 
fifth  condition  is  for  the  navigation  of  the  river 
Missis8ip|>i,  toll  free.    This  they  rejected ;  but  you 
declared  it  a  condition  of  their  admission.    The 
right  dqiends  not  on  your  declaration ;  it  depends 
on  the  law  of  nations,  on  former  treaties,  and  on 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  commerce. 
Suppose  that  they  should  impose  toll  on  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river ;  will  you  expel  them  from  the 
Union  ?    I  presume  that  you  will  not. 

I  trust  that  the  only  inquiry  that  this  Govern- 
ment will  m^e  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with 
France,  is,  what  have  we  engaged  to  perform? 
It  will  never  condescend  to  inquire,  what  is  the 
penalty  if  we  violate  our  faith,  and  who  will  en- 
lorce  It?  Shall  we,  at  the  moment  when  our 
Envoy  at  the  Court  of  Spain  proclaims  aloud, 
that  tnis  Government  will  punish  perfidy,  violate 
our  faith  pledged  to  France,  because,  as  the  gjreat 
Napoleon  no  longer  reisns^we  expect  the  viola- 
tion might  pass  unpunished  ?  I  hope  we  are  not 
thus  perfidiously  to  instate  Punic  faith,  by  "  pal- 
tering^' with  our  enffagements.  When  the  future 
historian  shall  speak  of  your  conduct  and  that  of 
Ferdinand,  he  will  say,  *^  Ferdinand,  in  refusing  to 
ratify  the  treaty  negotiated  with  the  United  States, 
preferred  the  chance  of  war,  and  the  risk  of  all 
his  foreign  possessions,  to  a  violation  of  his  faith 
pledged  to  three  of  his  own  subjects ;  but  the  Uni- 
ted States  violated  a  treaty  ratified  by  the  Presi- 
dedt  and  Senate,. and  confirmed  by  Congress, 
thereby  depriving  their  own.  citizens* of  their  pro- 
perty to4ui  imtnense  amount,  consoling  themswes 


with  the  expectation  that  France  wdUld  allow 
their  perfidy  to  pass  unpunished."  -  Such  will  be 
his  testimony ;  and  the  judgment  of  posterity  will 
coDidemn  you. 

I  will  next  examine  the  justice  of  the  proposed 
measure.  It  is  a  principle  of  the  Constitution  that 
no  advantage  shall  be  given  to  some  of  .the  States 
over  others.  It  was  with  a  view  to  prevent  par- 
tiality, thi^t  it  was  provided  by  the  Constitution 
that  import  duties  should  be  uniform,  and  that  no 
export  duties  should  be  laid ;  that  direct  taxes 
should  be  laid  according  to  the  census ;  and  that 
no  preference  should  be  given  to  the  ports  of  any 
State.  It  is  a  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to  do  equal 
and  impartial  justice  to  every  part  of  the  Union. 

Taxes  may  he  laid  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States.  If  $15,000,000  of  the 
money  raised  by  taxes  paid  by  the  whole  people, 
are  appropriated  to  purchase  a  territory,  is, it  just 
to  exclude  therefrom  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  of 
the  States?  The  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholdinc 
States  being  slaveholders,  you  exclude  them,  if 
you  exclude  their  slaves,  as  efifectually  as  you 
would  exclude  married  men  by  a  law  that  children 
and  nyirried  women  should  not  come  into  the  ter- 
ritory. If  you  had  power  to  enact  such  a  law.  the 
inequality  of  its  operation  should  deter  you  from 
passing  an  act  so  partial  and  uniust. 

Shall  the  slaveholders  be  c^eelared  incapable  of 
holding  any  share  of  the  territory  purchased  with 
the  money  of  the  whole  people  f  Have  they  not 
contributed  their  full  proportion  of  the  money  paid 
for  the  territory?  By  such  a  measure  you  will 
deprive  the  Southern  people  of  an  equal  privileaa 
that  of  taking  with  them  their  families.  Will 
you  compel  the  citizen  of  Kentucky,  the  wants  .of 
whose  children  require  more  lands,  when  he  is 
about  to  remove  to  Missouri,  to  sell  tne  nurse  who 
has  fed  his  children  from  her  breast,  the  faithful 
man  who  has  long  attended  on  his  person,  the 
maids  of  his  wife  and  daughters,  and  the  little 
children  bom  in  his  family,  Before  he  can  remove 
to  the  country  of  his  choice?  Yes;  this  you  pro- 
pose to  do;  yet  talk  of  your  humanity!  We  are 
tdd,  with  unfeeling  apathy,  by  the  great  advocate 
of  the  measure  under  consideration,  that  "the 
slaves  owned  by  the  inhabitants  might  be  sent  for 
sale  into  States  where  shivery  exists." 

So  far  as  the  proposed  measure  may  affect  Vir* 
ginia,  it  will  be  an  unworthy  return  for  the  mos^ 
generous  liberality.  A  lai^  portion  of  the  coun- 
try north  of  Ohio  was  within  ner  chartered  limits. 
Alone  and  unaided  she  conquered  it  from  the 
common  enemy.  She  ceded  it  to  the  United 
States  for  the  common  benefit,  without  any  equiv- 
alent She  submitted  to  a  regulation  as  unjust  as 
it  was  unauthorized,  by  which  almost  the  whole 
of  her  population  were  excluded  from  that  fine 
country,  once  their  own.  And  now,  after  she  has 
paid  her  full  proportion  of  the  price  of  another 
country,  it  is  proposed  to  exclude  the  people  from 
that  also. 

The  i^an  of  our  exponents  seems  to  be  to  con- 
fine the  slave  population  to  the  Southern  States; 
to  the  countries  where  sugar,  cotton,  and  tobacco, 
are  cultivated;  and  this  under  pretence  of  human- 
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Hy  to  the  blacks.  But  do  you  not  perceive,  sir, 
that  by  conftning  the  slaves  to  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  crops  are  raised  for  exportation,  and 
bread  and  meat  are  purchased,  that  you  doom 
them  to  scarcity  and  hunger?  Is  it  not  obvious 
that  the  way  to  render  the  situation  of  those  peo- 
ple more  comfortaUe  is  to  allow  them  to  be  taken 
to  those  parts  of  the  country  where  bread  and 
meat  are  produced  in  profusion,  with  little  labor, 
and  where,  consequently,  there  is  not  the  same 
motive  to  torce  the  slaves  to  incessant  toil,  that 
there  is  in  the  countries  where  cotton,  sugar,  and 
tobacco  are  raised  for  exportation. 

It  is  proposed  to  hem  in  the  blacks  in  a  sterile 
country,  where  they  are  hard  worked  and  ill  fed, 
that  they  may  be  rendered  unproductive,  and  their 
race  prevented  from  increasmg.  Yet  in  recom- 
mendmg  the  utility  of  this  measure  in  diminishing 
the  ndmber  of  the  negroes,  occasion  is  taken  to 
declaim  against  slavery,  and  to  irritate  the  slaves 
against  their  masters ;  those  very  masters  who  are 
desirous  to  improve  the  ecmdition  of  their  slaves, 
by  removing  them  to  the  fertile  and  extensive 
plains  of  the  West 

The  proposed  measure,  recommended  under  the 
mask  01  humanity,  would  be  extreme  cruelty  to 
the  blacks.  You  would  not  only  doom  them  to 
scarcity  and  hard  labor,  but,  by  confining  them  to 
a  particular  district,  wnere  their  numbers  will  be 
formidable,  you  will  cause  their  chains  to  be  ren- 
dered more  weighty.  The  Southern  people,  see- 
ing that  they  must  rely  on  themselves  for  safety, 
wul,  if  they  have  common  prudence,  take  precau* 
tions  for  their  security.  Already  the  slaves  expe^ 
rience  the  efifeets  of  your  intermeddling  with  their 
situation.  Since  the  incendiary  speeches  of  the 
last  session,  Georgia  has  put  a  stop  to  manumis* 
sion,*  and  North  Cardina  has  essayed  to  put  a 
stop  to  instruction. 

If  you  are  truly  desirous  that  the  slaves  shall  be 
treated  with  humanity,  let  them  be  as  much  as 
possiUe  dispersed.  The  smaller  their  number  in 
any  district,  the  better  will  be  their  situation.  It 
is  well  known  that  those  farmers  who  have  only 
two  or  three  slaves^  feed,  clothe,  and  govern  them 
as  they  do  their  children ;  while  those  of  the  great 
proprietors  are  not  so  well  fed  or  clothed,  more 
restrained,  and  more  constantly  engaged  in  labor. 
If,  instead  of  favoring  the  dispersion  of  the  slaves, 
a  measure  truly  dictated  by  humanity,  you  confine 
them  to  the  States  wherein  they  now  are,  you  will 
be  as  cruel  as  him  who,  when  besieffine  an  enemy's 
city,  fired  upon  the  women  and  chilu^n  who  at- 
tempted to  come  out,  that,  thereby,  he  might  occa- 
sion a  famine  in  the  city  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  next  consider  tha  efiect  which  the  pro- 
posed measure  may  have  upon  the  safety  of  the 
comnmnity.  There  were  in  the  United  States,  at 
the  taking  of  the  last  census,  of  free  whites  5,765,- 
000,  of  slaves  1,165,000,  or  about  one  slave  to' five 
free  whites.    There  were  of  free  blacks  161,000, 

*  This  law,  noticed  in  the  newspapers  of  1810,  is 
•aid  to  hare  pasted  before  the  debate  alluded  to.  It 
prohibits  emaneipation,  except  by  the  Legialature  or 
the  conseat  of  the  maater. 


making  the  whole  Bomfaer  of  the  blaeks  about 
1,346,(X)0,  there  bein^  more  than  four  whites  to 
one  black.  Now,  it  is  apparent  that,  were  these 
people  equaUy  dispersed  in  every  district,  county, 
and  town,  of  every  State,  there  would  be  no  dan- 
ger from  any  insnrreetional  movement  by  them  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States.  Equal  dispetaion 
would  produce  not  only  an  increase  of  comfort  to 
the  slaves,  but  also  pmect  security  to  the  whites. 

Let  us  suppose  that,  instead  of  being  disfMrsed 
through  ten  of  the  States,  as  they  now  are^  that 
the  slaves  were  all  collected  in  Virffmia ;  that  Stale 
would  then  have-~whites55I,Q0O;  blacks  1,346,000, 
or  about  five  blacks  to  two  whites.  What  would 
be  the  consequence?  Let  Saint  Domingo  answer. 
But  Virginia  has  actually  392,000  slaves,  or  about 
eight  slaves  to  eleven  wnite  persona.  She  is  yet 
safe,  if  her  legislators  have  foresight,  decision,  and 
firmness.  And  1  hope  it  will  never  be  said  of 
Virginia,  ^  Died  Abner  as  a  fool  dieth :  thy  hands 
were  not  bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetlers." 

As  equal  tlisperston  of  the  slaves  would  be  per- 
fect security,  and  conceatratioa  of  them  ia  a  single 
State  would  be  probable  destruction,  what  may  be 
said  of  the  policy  of  the  amendment  on  your  table, 
which  proposes  to  return  upon  the  old  States^  or 
throw  into  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  where  they 
are  already  too  numerous,  ten  thousand  slares  from 
Missouri.  It  is  evident  tnat  the  more  you  concen- 
trate them,  the  greater  the  danger;  the  more  yon 
disperse  them,  the  greater  the  safety.  Where  the 
proportion  of  the  uaves  to  the  free  petsoas  is  too 
great,  it  onght^  by  all  just  means,  to  be  lessened. 

Dispersion  is  the  true  policy  to,  pursue  towards 
a  distmct  people,  whose  numbers  in  any  part  of 
an  empire  endanger  its  peace.  Thus  Salmana^er 
dispersed  the  Isn^ites  throughout  his  empire;  and 
Vespasian,  Adrian,  and  Constantine,  diapmed  the 
Jews.  It  was  good  policy  in  Valens  to  disperse 
the  children  of  me  Goths,  in  Asia.  So  in  our  own 
times,  the  British,  finding  that  the  Maroons  were^ 
dangerous  in  Jamaica,  transported  them  to  Nova 
Scotia.  Suppose  that  fifty  thousand  prisonen  had 
been  taken  m  the  late  war,  would  you  have  deemed 
it'Safe  to  have  eantoned  the  whole  of  them  in  Ver- 
mont ?  Or  would  you  not  have  dvpersed  them 
through  several  of  the  States  1  Doubtless  you 
would  have  dispersed  them.  And  for  the  same 
reason  you  should  disperse  the  slaves. 

In  legislating  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  conununity,  you  should  favor  the  dispersiaii 
of  this  people  as  much  as  possible ;  and  if  you 
take  no  step  for  that  puqiose,  at  least  place  no  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  those  who  are  williag  to  re^ 
ceive  them  from  us.  As  the  proportion  of  the 
slaves  to  the  whites  is  increased  above  a  certain 
ratio,  so  is  the  State  weaJcened.  Tennessee  or 
Missouri  are  not  weakened  by  the  slave  population, 
in  their  ability  to  repel  a  savaoe  fiie,  or  any  foe 
that  can  app^r  in  the  West ;  but  the  Southern 
States  are  weakened  in  their  ability  to  repel  an 
invading  enemy,  who  should  pursue  the  policy  oi 
Clinton,  Howe,  and  Dunmo^pe.  If  you  encourage 
the  Southern  whites,  who  are  .not  slaveholdefs  to 
emiemte,  but  prevent  the  emigmtion  of  slaves 
headers,  with  their  slaves,  you  change  the  prepor- 
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tion  of  the  blacks  and  whites,  and  weaken  the 
weakest  parts  of  the  Union. 

Although  Virginia  has  a  greater  proportion  of 
slaves  than  an^  State  in  the  Union,  except  Lou- 
isiana, yet,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  ?he  is  liable 
to  no  reproach.  In  her  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence^ which  preceded  that  of  the  United  States 
two  months,  she  charged  the  British  King  with 
an  inhuman  use  of  his  negative,  in  not  sidfering 
her,  while  a  colony,  to  put-  an  end  to  the  slave 
trade.  She  did  put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade  dur- 
ing the  Revolution.  In  the  convention  of  1787, 
while  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, united  with  Maryland  and  the  Southern 
States,  to  continue  the  slave  trade  for  twenty  years, 
Virginia  united  with  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  it ;  hot 
was  unsuccessful.*  The  ofiSeace  of  kidnapping  is 
one  of  the  few  offences  for  which  the  mild  code  of 
Virginia  provides  the  punishment  of  death  ;t  while 
Pennsylvania,  as  her  Qovemor  affirms,  punishes 
that  crrme  with  gveater  lenitv  than  the  offence  of 
horse-  stealing.}  Virginia,  inaeed,  keqps  the  blacks 
in  a  state  of  perpetuiu  minority,  because  justice  to 
her  citizens  and  the  safetv  of  the  community  re- 
quire it  And  whatever  tne  safety  of  the  commu- 
nity requires  is  right  and  lawfuL 

The  tendency  of  the  proposition  to  create  jeal- 
ousies between  the  States,  deserves  serious  consid- 
eration. It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  sacred  duty  of 
those  who  govern  this  nation,  to  guard  against 
every  causa  of  division  with  the  utmost  care,  and 
to  practice  forbearance.  The  Constitution  was 
formed  in  a  spirit  of  concession ;  and  it  has  been, 
and  will  be,  necessary  to  administer  it  in  the  same 
spirit  The  people  of  the  South  deem  the  pro- 
posed measure  a  serious  wrong.  That  circum- 
stance alone  should  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  any 
measure  which  cannot  be  shown  to  be  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  community.  In  the  e&cts 
of  the  embargo  we  have  seen  how  impolitic  it  is 
to  adopt  a  measure  sua^inst  the  general  opposition 
of  a  large  section  of  the  country.  We  saw  that 
measure  repealed  for  want  of  power  to  enforce  it; 
but  not  until  it  had  produced  extensive  disafl^c^ 
tion,  which,  in  the  last  war,  paralyzed  the  right 
arm  of  the  United  States,  and  led  to  that  conven- 
tioiXj  which  is  now  the  subject  of  universal  regret 

You  are  about  to  prove  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  people  that  their  property  and  their  lives 
are  unsafe  under  vour  Government ;  that  you  mean 
to  violate  their  claim  of  a  right  to  make  laws  for 
themselves.  It  will  not  be  good  policy  to  con- 
vince the  Southern  and  Western  people  of  this. 
Are  you  certain  that  iniustice  cannot  have  the 
effect  of  breaking  the  bands  of  the  Union  ?  Doubt- 
less they  are  strong ;  but  the  attachment  to  iifjs, 

*  See  JournKl  of  Conv«otioD,  psges  291  and  292. 

t  Bach  was  the  law  of  1 792.  The  late  revieal  is  not 
to  be  had  here. 

X  Extract  from  tht  Mtnagt  oftkt  Governor  of  Penn' 
Myhania,  Dteemotr  II,  1819. 

**  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  oar  laws  regard  the 
stealiBg  of  a  h«rae  a  move  haiaona  offinee  than  that 
of  staaKftg  a 


OToperty,  and  the  ria^ts  of  freemen,  is  atniiMr. 
The  States  who  holcf  slaves  cannot  consent  Uiat 
any  State  shall  surrender  to  this  Government 
power  over  that  description  of  piopertv.  Its  value 
amoimts  to  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Power 
oter  it  has  not  been  granted  to  this  Government 
for  any  purpose^  except  that  of  taxation ;  nor  can 
power  over  it  be  obtained  by  the  concession  of 
particular  States,  or  otherwise  than  by  an  amende 
ment  to  the  Constitution. 

Every  State  is  interested  that  every  other  State 
shall  preserve  its  rights.  The  States  should  pos- 
sess the  same  rights,  so  that  the  invasion  of  the 
riff hts  of  one  shomd  be  the  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  alL  You  wiU  unite  in  opposition  ten  oi  the 
Slates;  you  will  form  local  parties,  the  most  dan<- , 
gerous  of  all  parties ;  you  will  unite  the  State  gov- 
ernments, derending  State  rights,  to  the  people, 
defending  their  property  to  the  amount  of  nve 
hundred  millions.  Louisiana,  being  equally  iiir 
terested  in  the  construction  of  the  treaty,  must 
make  common  cause  with  Missouri,  and  the  other 
slaveholding  States  may  make  common  cause 
with  them. 

If  you  let  the  people  of  Missouri  alone  to  exer- 
cise tne  right  of  self-government,  as  it  is  exercised 
by  the  people  of  the  other  States,  perhaps  thev 
may  of  themselves  exclude  slavery.  If  such  is  their 
sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  be  it  sc  Let  the  will 
of  the  people  be  done.  But  if  yon  attempt  to  foroe 
your  own  will  upon  them,  jierliaps  they  may  know 
and  duly  appreciate  their  rights.  Then  they  will 
not  give  up  the  sacred  right  of  self-flovernment 
The  people  who  have  not  a  right  to  legislate  for 
themselves  are  not  free.  They  do  not  enjoy  a  re>» 
publican  form  of  government.  It  would  be  an 
event  to  be  lamented  if  anv  portion  of  this  free 
people  should  ^ive  up  their  Constitutional  rights. 

This  proposition  is  hostile  to  the  Western  coun- 
try, it  tends  to  retard  the  population  of  Missouri, 
and  to  put  off  the  time  when  other  Western  States 
shall  come  into  the  Union.  Let  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  IlLuaois,  remember  what  portion  of  the  Union 
is  that  which  has  uniformly  favored  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  Western  country.*  Let 
them  remember  what  portion  of  the  Union  is  that 
which  was  for  giving  up  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  to  Spain.!    Whence  came  the  politi- 

*  Debates  of  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  2d  voluaie, 
p.  181.  **  My  honorable  friend  gave  a  very  just  ac- 
count of  it  iffhen  he  said  that  the  Southern  States 
were  on  their  guard,  and  oppoeed  every  measure  tend- 
ing to  relinquish  or  waive  that  valaable  right,  [the 
navigation  of  the  M  ississippi.]  They  would  not  agree 
to  negotiate,  but  on  condition  that  no  proposition 
whatever  should  be  made  to  surrender  that  great 
right." 

tSame  debates,  p.  ISd.  "  A «  similar  commisaion 
war  given  to  the  honorable  the  Sceratary  of  Foieign 
A&irs  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stoles,  with  tbeee 
nitimato,  '  That  he  enter  into  no  treaty,  eoaspact,  or 
convention  whatever,  with  the  aasd  representativa  of 
Spain,  which  did  not  stipulate  our  right  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Misf  issippi,  and  the  boundaaea  as  es- 
tablished in  oar  treaty  with  Great  Britoin." 
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cian  who  solicited  power  to  cede  the  narisatioD 
of  the  Missisaii^i  to  Spain?  From  New  York.* 
[The  Chairman  (Mr.  Baldwin)  decided  that 
these  remarks  were  not  in  order,  being  inapplica- 
ble to  the  subject  before  the  Committee.  Mr.  S. 
appealed  from  the  decision  c£  the  Chair.  Mr. 
Clay  (the  Speaker)  made  some  remarks  in  fayor 
of  allowing  considerable  latitude  in  the  debate. 
The  question  was  not  pnt,  and  Mr.  Smyth  pro* 
ceeded.]  Who  opposed  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  into  the  Union  1  An  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York,  f  Who  opposed  the  admi^ 
sion  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union?  An 
honorable  member  from  New  York.  X  And  who 
has  proposed  a  measure  calculated  to  impede  the 
^owth  of  Missouri,  or  to  preyent  her  admission 
mto  the  Unions  An  honorable  member  from 
New  York.  §  Sir,  there  seems  to  be  more  in 
all  this  than  meets  the  eje.  At  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  it  was  said  of  the 
Eastern  States,  their  language  has  been,  ''  Let  us 
'  preyent  any  new  States  from  rising  in  the  West- 
^  ern  world,  or  they  will  out-yote  us.  We  will 
'  lose  our  imjportance,  and  become  as  not|iing  in 
<  the  scale  oi  nations.'^  This  policy  seems  now 
to  actuate  some  gentlemen  of  New  York.  Per- 
haps the  politicians  of  that  State  see  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  a  rising  riyal  to  their  great  empo- 
rium. Perhaps  thev  see  in  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributary  streams,  tne  riyal  of  the  nayigation  of 
the  North  riyer,  the  grand  canal,  and  the  LsJces. 
Perhaps  they  see  in  Missouri  the  yery  State  which, 
at  no  distant  day,  may  balance  the  great  Eastern 
State.  If  they  see  all  this,  it  is  not  suq)rising  that 
they  are  desirous  to  keep  down  the  rising  power  of 
the  West 

An  object  which,  as  has  been  ayowed,  this  mea- 
sure is  intended  ultimately  to  effect,  and  which  it 
will  in  part  effect,  demands  particular  attention. 
That  object  is  the  manumission  of  the  blacks, 
without  either  dispersing  or  colonizing  them,  to  be 
effected  by  cooping  them  up  in  narrow  bounds, 
until  their  increasing  numbers,  combined  with 
scarcity  and  huiu^r,  shall  render  it  necessary  to 
manumit  them,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  ria  of 
them.  Let  us  inquire  whether  this  object  would 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Suppose 
that  the  slayeholding  States  wore  at  once  to  eman- 
cipate their  slaves,  and  increase  the  free  black 
population  to  the  number  of  two  millions ;  let  us 
mquire  what  kind  of  citizens  they  are  like  to  be- 
come. ||    The    historian,    Edwards,    says:    The 


P.  129.  *'  The  delegates  of  the  seven  easternmost 
States  voted  that  the  ultimata  in  the  Secretary's  in- 
structions be  repealed." 

*  Same  debates,  p.  129.  **  We  were  greatly  sar- 
prised  that  it  [a  treaty  of  commerce]  should  form  the 
principal  object  of  the  project,  and  that  a  partial  or 
temporary  sacrifioe  of  that  interest,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  which  the  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  shoald 
bo  the  consideration  proposed  to  be  given  for  it.  But 
the  honorable  Secretary  (Mr.  Jay)  urged  that  it  was 
necessary  to  stand  well  with  Spain,'*  dtc 

t  Mr.  Tallmadge.    See  Journal,  for  the  vote. 

iMr.  Taylor.  $  The  ssme. 

History  West  Indies,  vol.  4,  p.  197. 


^  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent^  and  the  MarcK»  ne- 
'  groes  of  Januiica,  were  originally  enalayed  Ahi- 
'  cans ;  and  what  they  now  are,  the  freed  negroe 
'  of  St.  Domingo  will  hereaf^r  be — sarages  ie 
'  the  midst  of  society,  without  peace,  security^ 
'  aip'iculture,  or  property — ^ignorant  of  the  duties 

*  ot  life,  and  unacquainted  with  all  the  soft  and 
^  endearing  relations  which  render  it  desirable— 
^  averse  to  labor,  though  frequently  perishing  of 
'  want — suspicious  of  each  other,  and  towards  the 
^  rest  of  mankind  revengeful  and  faithless,  remorse- 

<  less  and  bloody  minded — ^pretending  to  be  free, 
^  while  ^oaning  beneath  the  capricious  deipodsm 
'  of  their  chiefs,  and  feeling  all  the  mianes  of 
'  seryitudPj  without  the  ben^ts  of  sabcndination.'* 
That  distinguished  political  philoso|^er,  John 
Taylor  of  Caroline,  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
free  blacks  of  Virginia,  and  thus  gires  their  char- 
acter:* "A  free  negro  and  miuatto  class  live 
'  upon  agriculture  as  agents  of  brokers,  for  dispos- 
^  ing  of  stolen  products.  The  situation  of  the  free 
'  negro  class  is  exactly  calculated  to  force  it  into 

<  every  species  of  vice.  Cut  off  from  most  of  the 
'  rights  of  citizens,  and  from  all  the  allowances  of 
'  slaves,  it  is  driven  into  every  species  of  crime  for 
'  subsistence ;  and  destined  to  a  life  of  idlenessi 
'  anxiety,  and  ^ilt.  The  slayes  more  widely 
'  share  in  its  gudt  than  in  its  fraudulent  acquis^ 
'  tions.  They  owe  to  it  the  perpetual  pain  of  re- 
'  pining  At  their  own  condition,  by  haying  an  ob- 
'  ject  of  comparison  before  their  eyess,  magnified 

*  by  its  idleness,  and  thefts,  with  impunity,  into  a 
'  temptation  the  most  alluring  to  slaves ;  and  will 
'  eventuallj  owe  to  it  the  consequences  of  their 
'  insurrections.  The  whites  will  reap  also  a  har- 
^  vest  of  consequences  from  the  free  negro  dass, 

<  and,  throuffhout  all  their  degrees  of  rank,  safe 
'  much  in  their  morals  from  the  two  kinds  of  in- 
'  tercourse  maintained  with  it.  If  vice  is  misery, 
^  this  middle  class  is  undoubtedly  placed  ia  a  state 
^  of  misery  itself,  and  contributes  greatly  to  that 

*  of  the  other  two." 

It  would  seem  that  the  situation  of  the  blacks 
would  not  be  improved,  and  that  the  state  of  so- 
ciety and  the  punlic  interest  would  be  greadv  in- 
S'  ired  by  thb  emancipation,  should  it  take  mace, 
ut  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  a  partial  and  gra- 
dual emancipation  is  what  is  sought  for.  If  a  total 
emancipation  would  be  a  great  eril,  a  partial 
emancipation  would  be  a  lesser  evil.  That  such 
partial  emancipation  is  an  evil.  Colonel  Taylor,  in 
the  work  I  have  quoted,  has  clearly  proved. 

What  would  be  the  effect  produced  on  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  United  States  were  there  in 
them  two  races  of  pcK)ple,  free  and  equal,  averse  to 
mingling — one  viewing  the  o^er  with  contempt 
and  scorn,  the  other  regarding  those  who  despised 
them  with  hatred  and  revenge?  History  afibrds 
some  cases  where,  from  difference  of  religion  only, 
or  of  religion  ana  descent,  two  people  residing  u 
the  same  country  were  utterly  averse  to  each  oQier. 
Such  a  case  has  generally  produced  conspiracies, 


*  In  his  work  entitled  *<  Arator,^  which  no  AcMii* 
can  farmer,  planter,  or  politician,  should  be  wilhool. 
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massacres,  and  wars,  until  one  of  the  two  people 
iiv'ere  either  expelled  or  exterminated. 

Thus,  in  the  reign  of  Nero,  the  Jews  and  Syri- 
ans alternately  conspired  against  and  massacred 
each  other,  without  distinction  or  mercy.  In  the 
reign  of  Trajan,  the  same  Jews  hutchered  half  a 
miuion  of  people  in  the  provinces  of  Cyprus  and 
Cyrene;  they  ate  their  flesh,  drank  their  hlood, 
and  made  girdles  of  their  intestines.  They  re- 
Tolted  under  Adrian,  who  killed  six  hundred  thou- 
sand of  them,  and  dispersed  the  residue.  They 
revolted  under  Constantine,  who  cropped  their 
ears,  branded  their  bodies,  dispersed  ana  sold  them 
as  slaves. 

The  history  of  Spain  furnishes  a  case  well 
worthy  of  consideration.  There  dwelt  two  people, 
the  one  descended  from  the  Qoths,  the  other  from 
the  Arabs,  differing  in  complexion  as  well  as  reli- 
gion. Thejr  warred  a^inst  each  other  during 
eight  centuries ;  and  this  struggle  terminated  in 
the  expulsion  of  one  of  the  peoiue.  It  was  at  the 
close  of  a  similar  contest  tnat  the  Auritae,  many 
centuries  before,  were  expelled  from  Egypt  and 
driven  into  Palestine.  At  a  period  still  more  re- 
mote, the  yellow  Hindoos  were  expelled  from  In- 
dia by  a  people  of  a  different  complexion. 

Afclout  the  year  378,  the  Romans  deemed  ft  ne- 
oesssry  to  adopt  the  cruel  expedient  of  massacreing 
two  hundred  thousand  Goths,  dispersed  in  the  cities 
of  Asia.  If  we  descend  toward  modern  times,  we 
find,  in  1002,  the  Danes  residing  in  England  were 
massacred  by  the  English;  and,  in  1641,  the  Eng- 
lish residing  in  Ireland  were  massacred  by  the 
Irish.  Yet  these  vC'ere  people  who  might  have 
commingled  without  the  one  staining  the  other's 
blood. 

We  find  that  in  the  West  Indies  neither  the 
whites' and  mulattoes,  nor  the  ne^oes  and  mulat- 
toes^  can  unite  and  live  together  in  the  same  coun- 
try m  neace  and  friendship.  Rigaud,  the  mulatto 
chief,  declared  that  no  peace  would  be  permanent 
until  one  class  of  people  (the  whites  or  mulattoes) 
had  exterminated  the  other;  and  Toussaint  L'Ou- 
verture,  the  negro  chief,  declared  his  intention  not 
to  leave  a  mulatto  man  alive  in  the  country.* 
The  whites  have  been  exterminated,  and  the  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  hAve  formed  distinct  and  hos- 
ule  communities. 

Suppose  that  a  general  emancipation  was  to 
take  place,  and  the  two  people  were  to  commingle, 
what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  character  of  your 
country  throughout  the  civili2ed  world?  Would 
you  be  willing  that  your  nation  should  become  a 
nation  of  mulattoes,  and  be  considered  on  a  level 
with  Hay ti  ?  Are  the  two  races  really  equal  ?  If 
so,  how  is  it  that  the  race  of  whites  has  produced 
80  many  civilized  nations  in  ancient  and  modem 
times,  and  the  race  of  African  negroes  not  one? 

The  claims  already  made  by  the  manumitted 
negroes  in  our  country  are  really  worthy  of  obser- 
vation. They  object  with  disdain  to  the  plan  of 
the  Colonization  Society  for  settling  the  free  blacks 
in  Africa.  The  plan,  say  they,  is  calculated  to 
perpetuate  shivery  in  the  Unitedf  States.    They 

•  Edwards's  West  Indies,  fol.  4,  p.  68,  83S. 


claim  that  the  slaves  shall  be  emancipated,  and 
remain  in  the  country ;  that  they  and  their  pos- 
terity shall  constitute  a  portion  of  the  sovereign 
American  people."*  ^ 

Sir.  it  is  necessary  that  every  Constitutional  ef- 
fort snail  be  made,  both  by  the  General  and  State 
Governments,  to  effect  the  future  peace  of  the  two 
people  Let  the  ocean  divide  them.  Let  all  ex- 
cept the  full-blooded  negro  slave  be  colonized  im- 
mediately, or  with  the  least  possible  dday.  Restore 
the  original  distinction,  and  let  no  middle  ca^te  re- 
main in  the  country.  Let  the  enslaved  blacks  be 
dispersed  as  much  as  possible ;  their  situation  will 
become  more  comfortable,  and  their  chance  of 
being  emancipated  will  become  greater ;  and,  as 
they  are  emancipated,  let  them  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  colony.  For  these  purposes,  let  there  be  a 
rich  colonization  fund.  You  have  a  right  to  raise 
money  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare;  and  by 
no  anpropriation  of  money  that  you  can  make 
would  you  more  promote  the  general  welfare. 

As  the  emancipation  of  the  present  race  of  blacks 
in  this  country  cannot  be  effected,  the  tendency  of 
the  popular  meeting,  resolutions,  pamphlets,  and 
newspaper  publications^  respecting  this  question, 
merit  notice  and  exposition.  The  philosopners,  the 
abolition  societies,  and  societies  of  friends  to  the 
nqrioes,  in  Europe,  who  were  not  at  all  interested 
in  negro  slaverythemselves,  produced  the  catas- 
tro^ihe  of  St.  Domingo.  The  philanthropists, 
societies,  and  popular  meetings  of  the  North, 
are  pursuing  a  similar  course.  Like  causes  pro- 
duce like  dfects.  Our  philanthropists  may  ac- 
quire as  ffood  a  title  to  the  execrations  of  the  South- 
ern peofue  as  Robespierre  and  Gregoire  acquired 
to  toe  execration  of  the  French  people  of  St. 
Domingo.t  Here  I  will  offer  the  opinion  of 
the  historian  Edwards,  given  afler  considering, 
with  great  attention  and  near  observation,  the 
events  of  St.  Domingo.  He  savs,  *'  these  reflec- 
'  tions  naturally  arise  from  the  circumstance, 
*  which  is  incontroverttbly  proved  in  the  following 
'  pages,  namely,  that  the  rebellion  of  the  negroes 
^  in  St.  Domingo,  and  the  insurrection  of  the  mu- 
^  lattoes,  had  one  and  the  same  origin.  It  was  not 
<  the  strong  and  irresistible  impulse  ofhuman  nature 
^  groaning  under  oppression,  that  excited  either  of 

•  «No  doubt,"  says  Colonel  Taylor,  •<  can  exist  of 
the  ooDsequences  of  placing  two  natioDs  of  distinct 
colors  and  features  on  the  same  theatre,  to  contend, 
not  about  soands  and  signs,  but  for  wealth  and  powsr." 

^  Their  manners,"  says  Colonel  Taylor,  speaking 
of  our  Northern  brethren,  *'  will  neither  be  impro? ad, 
nor  their  happiness  advanced,  by  sprinkling  their  cities 
with  a  yearly  emigration  of  thieves,  murderers,  and 
villains  of  every  degree,  though  recommended  by  the 
training  of  slavery,  a  black  skin,  a  woolly  body,  and 
an  African  contour.  Kewards  and  panishmenU  are 
rendered  useless  by  the  lure  of  free  negroes  mingled 
with  slaves,  and  by  the  reproaches  to  masters,  and 
sympathies  for  slaves,  breathed  forth  from  the  North- 
ern States.  Sympathies,  such  as  if  the  negroes  should 
transfer  their  affections  from  their  own  species  to  the 
baboons." 

t*' Perish  the  colonies,"  said  Robespierre,  ''rather 
than  sacrifice  one  iota  of  our  prineiples." 
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^  tliose  classes  to  plunge  tkcir  daogtts  into  th«  bosoms 
^  of  unoffending  women  and  helpless  infants.  They 
'  wefe  driven  to  thpse  excesses  by  the  vile  oaachina- 
<  tions  of  men  calling  themselres  ijhilosonhers."* 
It  appears  that  the  proceedings  of  the  abolition 
society  in  London,  those  of  the  society  of  friends 
to  the  negroes  in  France,  and  the  writings  and 
s|>eeGhes  of  Gregoire,  Robespierre,  and  .  others, 
stirred  up  the  free  people  of  color  to  claim  equal 
rights,  and  these  instigated  the  ne^ro  slaves  to  in- 
surrection. Oce,  the  ambassador  trom  the  French 
refonners  to  Sie  mulattoes,  made  a  confession, 
irhorein  he  detailed  at  large  the  measures  which 
the  colored  people  had  fallen  upon  to  excite  the 
negro  slaves  to  rise  into  rebellion .f  Here  we  have 
a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  ill  efifects  of  partial 
emancipation  in  a  slavehoMing  country.  Those 
Ttry  colored  men  who  were  first  lavond  with  a 
grant  of  their  liberty  were  those  who  stirred  up 
the  slaves  to  revolt  The  same  thing  happoied  in 
Jamaica,  where  the  Maroons  attempted  to  create 
» general  revolt  of  the  slaves,  who  nad,  says  Ed- 
wards, "  been  accustomed,  for  the  procedingaeven 

*  years,  to  hear  of  nothing  but  Mr.  Wiiberforee^  and 
'  his  efforts  to  serve  them  in  Cheat  Britain.  The 
'  negroes  on  every  plantation  in  the  West  Indies 
'  were  taught  to  believe  that  their  master^  were 

*  generally  considered,  in  the  mother  country,  as  m, 
'  set  of  odious  and  abominaUe  miscreants,  whom 
'  it  vras  laudable  to  massacre."^ 

Let  us  look  the  dancer  that  threatens  us  in  the 
face.  Let  us  contemplate  a  revolt  in  its  progress 
and  consequences.  ^  Such  a  picture  of  humaxT 
'  Bkisery ;  such  a  scene  of  woe  presents  itself  as  no 

*  other  country,  no  former  age,  has  exhibited.  Up- 
^  wards  of  one  hundred  thousand  savage  people 
'  avail  themselves  of  the  silence  and  omcurity  of 

*  the  night,  and  fall  on  the  peaceful  and  unsuspi- 
'  cious  planters,  like  so  many  famished  tig^ers, 
'  thirsting  for  human  blood.  Revoh,  coniagretion, 
'  and  massacre,  everywhere  mark  their  progress ; 
'  and  death  in  all  its  horrors,  or  cruelties  and  out- 
'  rages,  compared  to  which  immediate  death  b 
'  merey,  await  alike  thie  old  and  the  young,  the 
'  matron,  the  virgin,  and  the  helpless  infant.  The 
'  rage  of  fire  ocmsumes  what  the  sword  is  unaUe  to 
'  destroy ;  and,  in  a  few  dismal  hours,  the  most 
'  fertile  and  beautiful  plains  in  the  world  are  con- 
^  verted  into  one  vast  fittd  of  carnage ;  a  wilderness 

*  of  d«Bolation."$ 

Such  is  the  '^  glorious  cause,"  the  cause  of  un- 
redeemed aud  unregenerated  human  bdngs,"  spcksn. 
of  by  an  orator  of  the  last  session ;  whose  fault  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  been,  that  his  speech  has 
neither  produced  assassination  nor  insurrection. 
Buch,  it  seems  to  us,  is  the  fate  which  our  phil- 
anthropists are  preparing  for  us.  If  we  escape 
it,  we  shall  owe  our  escape  to  our  strength,  fore- 
sight, and  vigilance,  and  not  to  the  gooa  will  of 
our  philanthropists.  Upon  this  great  question, 
which  involves  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  of  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power,  we 

*  4  EdwArds's  West  Indies,  preface,  xv. 

t  Same,  pag^  6S.     )  1  Edwards,  Appendix,  p.  871. 

i  4  Edwards's  West  ladies,  pp.  08,  69. 


haTe  memorials  laid  before  us.    Town  meetxag^ 
instruct  us  in  our  duty,  and  tell  us  their  constroe- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  and  the  treaty.     This  is 
ridiculous  enough.    But  what  is  entitusd  to  nxiv 
serious  attention  is  the  declaration  of  the  Gorenor 
of  New  York,  that  the  restriction  shoald  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri,  ^^f^uUevtr  may  be  the  eotm^ 
qtrnteesP    It  seems  that  this  eminent  politiciaa 
would  TiT^fet  civil  vrar,  servile  war,  or  the  sever- 
ance of  the  Union,  to  not  imposing  a  restriction 
that  will  exclude  the  planters  of  iSe  Scnth  fiora 
Missouri.    Such  a  declaration,  from  such  a  man, 
is  alarming.    The  consdidation  of  the  Union  was 
the  great  object  -of  the  statesmen  who  save  as  the 
Constitution.    It  was  the  first  wish  of  ueir  hearts. 
They  desirod  to  establish  justice,  and  insure  domes- 
tic tranquillity  \  but  they  never  thought  of  ooan- 
cipation  of  sdaves  as  the  means.    They  deared  to 
establish  justice.    Your  plan  violates  justice,  bf 
depriving  the  people  of  their  property  widuMit 
compensation*    They  desired  to  insure  domestfe 
tranquillity.    You  destroy  it.    No  neeessary  con- 
cession was  too  great  for  them  to  make  to  secure 
the  Union.    They  even  granted  to  Ddawveaa 
eqfoal  vote  with  Penn^vaiaia  in  the  Senate.    Bat, 
to  the  politiciaas  of  tne  present  day^  union  seems 
of  little  importance ;  for,  the  proposed  restriction 
must  be  imposed  on  Missouri,  ^  whatever  may  ht 
the  consequenees.'^ 

I  will  ofier  the  sentiments  of  that  Assembly  of 
Virginia  which  deputed  members  to  the  Federal 
Convention,  as  applicable  to  the  present  diseassion, 
and  worthy  of  adoption. 

^  The  crisis  [say  they]  is  arrived  at  which  the  good 
people  of  America  are  to  decide  the  eolema  qucstioa 
whether  they  will,  by  wise  and  magnaniipoiis  eflbitB, 
reap  the  just  froits  of  that  independence  which  they 
have  so  gloriously  acquired,  and  of  that  Union  which 
they  have  cemented  with  so  madi  of  their  commoa 
Mood,  or  whether,  by  giring  way  to  unmanly  jealoeoes 
and  prejodices,  or  to  partial  and  tranntery  iateresla, 
they  wiU  renounce  the  auspictotta  Meseiogs  prepand 
for  them  by  the  Revolution.  The  same  noble  and  ex- 
tended policy,  and  the  smae  fraternal  and  aflSBCtionale 
sentiments  which  originally  determined  the  dtiaeaa  of 
this  i^ommonwesith  in  aaittng  with  their  brethrao  of 
the  other  Btalse  in  eatabliBhing  a  Federal .  Govera- 
ment,  cannot  bat  be  felt  with  equal  forco  now,  as  mo- 
lives  to  lay  aside  every  inferior  considermtion,  and  to 
concur  in  such  farther  concessions  and  provisioin  is 
may  be  necessary  to  secare  the  great  objects  lor  which 
that  Government  was  instituted,  and  to  lender  the 
United  States  as  happy  in  peace  as  they  have  been 
glorious  in  war.*' 

Such  having  been  the  sentiments  of  the  genera- 
tion who  preceded  us,  shall  vre  now  part,  about  a 
question^  whether  blacks  who  are  snves  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  may  or  may  not  he  re- 
moved to  the  west  side  of  that  river?  8h^  our 
nmtual  forbearance  and  brotherly  affection  cease? 
Shall  we  become,  as  brothers  irritated  sometimes  do 
becoftie,  the  worst  of  foes  ?  Before  such  an  event 
is  produced,  before  our  friendship  falls,  like  Luci- 
fer, to  rise  no  more,  let  us  remember  past  events, 
and  contemplate  our  future  prospects.  Shall  tiie 
Union  be  destroyed,  cmd  the  future  ftme,  power. 
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and  happiness  of  the  nation  lost  ?  May  hearen 
arert  a  calamity,  the  consequences  of  which  would 
be  to  blast  the  fairest  hopes  of  mankind. 

But  why  should  we  ask  of  heaven  to  avert  a 
calamity  which  we  may  avert  ourselves?  Are 
there  none  here  who  would  wish  to  have  it  re- 
corded that  they  are  the  men  who  saved  the  Union ; 
that  to  them  is  due  the  future  glory  of  the  natjon, 
and  the  benefits  which  she  mau  confer  on  the 
world  1  Now  is  the  moment  for  the  Decii  of  the 
North  to  signalize  themselves ;  to  lauffh  the  pre- 
sumption of  town  meetings  to  scorn.  lesj  even 
to  sacrifice  their  own  inclinations,  and  their  own 
opinions,  on  the  altar  of  their  country. 

If  I  am  asked  why  we  do  not  sacrifice  our  in- 
clinations and  i^inions,  I  answer,  we  conceive  that 
the  proposed  measure  violates  the  Coostituttoii.  It 
is  not  pretended  by  any  one  that  it  wo«dd  violate 
the  Constitution  to  omit  this  restriction.  We  con- 
ceive that  the  proposed  measure  threatens  our  safetv, 
at  a  period  not  remote.  No  one  can  reasonably  al- 
lege that  to  omit  the  restriction  wocdd  endanger 
the  safety  of  the  powerful  people  of  the  North. 

I  vrill  not  apologize  for  havins  taken  up  some  of 
your  time.  I  have  raised  my  leefale  voice  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union^  and  all  its  happy  and 
glorious  results ;  for  the  nghta  of  the  States;  for 
the  rights  of  the  people ;  for  justice,  htmumity,  and 
domestic  tranquillity ;  to  preserve  our  citizens  from 
massacre,  our  wives  and  daughters  from  violation, 
and. our  children  from  being  impaled  by  the  most 
inhuman  of  savages."*  W&itever  may  be  the  re- 
sult, I  have  done  my  duty. 


Monday,  January  31. 

The  Spkaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Chief  Bogmeer,  witn  sundry-  documents  in 
relation  to  the  expenditures  on  the  Military  Acad- 
emv  at  West  Pomt ;  the  number  and  names  of 
cadets  educated  at  that  place ;  and  of  the  sums 
necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  said  Academy  for 
each  of  the  succeeding  three  years,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  tlus  House  of  the 
27th  ultimo;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SsaoEAifT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 
*'Aa  act  to  lessen  the  ^omiMisatioD  of  marshals, 
clerks,  and  attorneys,  m  tke  cases  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sbrobant,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorials  and  astronomi- 
cal calculatious  of  William  Lambert,  reported  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President  d*  the 
United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observations 
to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Cap- 
itol, in  the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known 


*  4  Edwards'A  West  Indies,  p.  76.    «  Their  stand- 
ard was  tke  body  of  «  white  infantv  which  they  had 
reoently  impaled  oa  a  sUke."    P.  79.  <*  AU  the  white, 
and  even  the  nnlstto,  children,  whose  fiiUwrs  bad  net 
jeiafld  in  tke  revolt,  were  miudeied/' 


meridian  in  Eurt>pe ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  B.  Regnier,  accompanied  with  a  bili 
for  the  relief  of  the  said  Regnier ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
nrovide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the 
toreiffn  commerce  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  tBird  time,  and  passed. 

AMEKDMBNT  TO  THE  CONSTITtmON. 

Mr.  Balowin  submitted  the  following  resolution 
and  proposition  of  amendment  to  the  ConatitutioB 
of  the  United  States : 

^  JUsohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Hauee  of  Reprenntaf 
iivee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Concrete  tu- 
oembled,  tuHhthirds  of  both  Bouses  eoneurring^  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  ptopoeed  to  the  LegistatUfee  of  the 
several  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legitime 
tores  of  tkreexfoortfas  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  pnipoees,  as  patt  of  the  saM  Gonsti- 
tation: 

That  Congress  shall  make  no  law  (o  erect  or  inoor^ 
potato  any  bank,  or  other  moneyed  institution,  except 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  every  bank,  or 
other  OMMieyed  institution,  which  shall  be  estsblisbed 
by  tbs  aathority  of  Congress,  shati,  togathar  with  its 
branabea  and  offices  of  discount  and  depeaite,  be  eon- 
fined  to  the  District  of  Colambia. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  PUND. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House: 

1.  Besohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  Honse  an  aeeonnt  of 
the  annual  receipts  of  hospital  money,  under  the  act 
of  July  letb,  1798,  and  March  8d,  1799,  up  to  the  96th 
February,  1811 ;  and,  from  that  period,  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  under  the  first  mentioned  act,  to 
the  80th  September,  1819,  distinguishing  the  districts 
within  which  collected ;  also,  an  account  of  the  annual 
expenditures  of  said  hospital  money,  the  district  within 
Which  expended,  the  hospitals  erected,  the  places  where, 
the  leguiatiotts  under  which,  expenditures  are  made, 
the  present  state  of  the  marine  hospital  fund,  and  bow 
Invested. 

9.  Besoivedf  That  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hos- 
pitals be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  annual  receipts  of  hospital  money,  under  the  act 
of  March  3d,  1799,  from  the  28th  February,  1811,  to 
September  SO,  1819,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
annual  expenditares  of  riie  same ;  the  district  within 
which  expended,  the  hosnitals  erected,  the  places  where, 
the  present  state  of  the  Navy  Hospital  fiind,  and  how 
invested. 

M^.  SiLSBEC  and  Mr.  Sampson  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  first  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL* 

The  House  then  agdn  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Balbwin  in  the 
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chair,)  un  this  hill — ^Mr.  Taylor's  motion,  to  im- 
pose on  the  proposed  State  a  restriction  respecting 
slavery,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  resumed  the  argument 
which  he  commenced  on  Friday,  asainst  the  re- 
striction, and  spoke  until  near  6  oxiock.  This 
speech  is  given  in  full,  in  preceding  pages. 


Tuesday,  February  1. 

Mr.  McLame,  of  Delaware,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  their  important  undertaking, 
and  for  such  aid  as  Congress  may,  in  their  wisdom, 
deem  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  revive  and  prose- 
cute their  work ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church,  in  the 
county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; whioh  was  read  twice,  and  conunitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
fr  report  upon  the  subiect  of  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  cotton,  woollen,  and  iron  manufactures, 
with  his  remarks  upon  tne  effect  which  such  pro- 
hibition would  produce,  and  the  means  of  supply- 
ing the  deficit  in  the  revenue  which  would  oe 
thereby  occasioned ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tanle. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  submitted  the  following  nroposi- 
tion  of  amendment  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House :  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  one  day : 

*'  Stenographers  who  may  be  deioroufl  to  report  tha 
debates,  aha  11,  previoua  to  their  adminion  to  tables 
witbia  the  House,  swear  that  they  will  truly,  and,  ac* 
cording  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  without  addi- 
tion, diminution,  or  alteration,  report  the  debates,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  they  shall  at  any  time  publish ; 
that  in  every  such  report  they  will,  as  far  as  is  practi- 
cable, adhere  as  well  to  the  language  as  to  the  purport 
or  substance  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  members ; 
and  that  they  will  not  importune  any  member  for,  or 
receive  from  any  member,  directly  or  indirectly,  advice, 
for  any  written  note  or  memorandum,  with  intent  there- 
from to  make  any  such  report." 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  this  bill — the  proposed  restriction 
still  tmder  consideration. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Greorgia,  addressed  the  House. 
That  this  was  a  question  deeply  interesting  to  that 
quarter  of  the  Union  whence  he  had  the  honor  to 
come,  was  the  only  apolojg^  he  urged  for  offering 
his  opinions  to  the  Committee. 

The  subject  (he  continued)  is  said  to  be  delicate 
and  embarrassing.  It  is  so,  and  particularly  in 
one  point  of  view.  The  sentiments,  to  which  the 
heat  and  ardor  of  debate  gave  expression,  will  not 
expire  here,  like  the  broken  echoes  of  your  Hall ! 
They  will  penetrate  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the 
nation,  ana  may  noake  an  impression  upon  the 


black  population  of  the  South,  as  &tml,  in  its  ef- 
fects to  tne  slave,  as  mischievous  to  our  citizens. 
This  is  not  mere  idle  surmise.  In  a  professioDaL 
capacity,  I  was  recently  concerned  for  several  oo- 
happy  beinffs,  who  were  tried  and  convicted  of  i 
viohttion  of  the  laws,  by  attempted  insurrectiofi. 
They  had  held  conversations,  as  the  testimony  d^ 
veloped^  with  certain  itinerant  traders,  who  bxr 
only  poisoned  their  minds,  hut  incited  them  to  re- 
bellion— by  proffered  assistance.  Such  infloenoe 
have  the  opinions  of  even  the  most  depiraved  and 
ignorant  white  men  upon  this  unfortunate  race  of 
people.  But  the  subject  is  neither  delicate  nor 
em&rrassine,  as  it  is  considered  to  imply  reproach, 
or  a  high  o£nce  against  the  moral  law— the  viola- 
tion of  the  liberty  of  our  fellow-men.  Such  nn- 
putations  "  pass  bv  us  as  the  idle  wind,  which  we 
respect  not"  Tney  are  ^'barbless  arrows,  shot 
from  bows  unstrung!"  The  slaveholding  States 
have  not  brooght  this  calamity  upon  themaelva. 
They  have  not  voluntarily  assumed  this  bordea. 
It  was  fastened  upon  them  by  the  mother  coontrr. 
notwithstanding  the  most  earnest  entreaties  tad 
exposUilations.  And,  if  the  gentlemen  were  weU 
acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  slavery  in  the 
South,  (I  speak  particularly  of  Georgia,  for  my 
information  extends  litde  farther)  I  am  veiv  sure 
their  understandings  would  acquit  us  of  the  cnarges 
which  their  inuiginations  prefer. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  from  YimnsMj  (Mr. 
Smtth)  remarked  yesterday,  incidentally,  tkat  the 
debates  of  the  last  session  upon  this  subject  oc- 
casioned Georgia  to  interdict  emancipation  by  an 
act  of  her  legislature.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  been  mbinformed.  The  act  of  1818,  to  which 
he  has  allusion,  was  designed  more  completdy  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  a  law  prescribe 
ing  the  manner  of  manumitting,  and  which  had 
been  enacted  several  years  before.  It  may  be  prop- 
er to  remark,  that  the  discussion  of  the  hill  to  ad- 
mit Missouri  had  its  commencement,  at  the  last 
Congress,  some  time  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Georgia  Legislature.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  statute 
book  of  that  State  contains  no  law  by  which  it  is 
declared  that  slaves  caimot  be  made  free. 

Sir,  the  slaves  of  the  South  are  held  to  a  service 
which,  unlike  that  of  the  ancient  villein,  is  cer- 
tain  and  moderate.  They  are  well  supplied  with 
food  and  raiment.  Thev  are  ^*  content,  and  care- 
less of  to-morrow's  fare."  The  lights  of  our  n- 
ligion  shine  as  well  for  them  as  for  their  masters; 
and  their  rights  of  personal  security,  guarantied  by 
the  Constitution  and  the  lavrs,  are  vigilantly  nro- 
tected  by  the  courts.  It  is  true,  they  are  often 
made  subject  to  wanton  acts  of  tyranny;  but  this 
is  not  their  peculiar  misfortune!  For,  search  the 
catalogue  or  crimes,  and  you  will  find  that  man — 
the  tyrant — is  continually  preying  upon  his  fellow- 
men  ;  there  are  as  many  white  as  black  victims  to 
the  vengeful  passions  and  the  lust  of  power  I  Be> 
lieve  me,  sir,  I  am  not  the  panegvrist  of  slaven. 
It  is  an  unnatural  state :  a  dark  cloud  which  ob- 
scures half  the  lustre  of  our  free  institutions  I  Box 
it  is  a  fixed  evil,  which  we  can  only  alleviate. 
Are  we  called  upon  to  emancipate  our  slaves  7  I 
answer,  their  wdfare— the  safety  of  our  citixens, 
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forbid  it.  Can  we  incorporate  them  with  us,  and 
make  them  and  us  one  people  1  The  prejudices 
of  the  North  and  of  the  South  rise  up  in  equal 
strength  against  such  a  measure ;  and  even  those, 
w^ho  clamor  most  loudly  for  the  suhlime  doctrines 
of  your  Declaration  ot  Independence,  who  shout 
in  your  ears,  "  all  men  are  by  nature  equal !"  would 
turn  with  abhorrence  and  disgust  from  a  party- 
colored  progeny  !  Shall  wc  then  be  blamed  for  a 
state  of  things  to  which  we  are  obliged  to  submit? 
Would  it  be  fair;  would  it  be  manly;  would  it  be 
generous;  would  it  be  just ;  to  oflfer  contumely  and 
contempt  to  the  unfortunate  man  who  wears  a  can- 
cer in  his  bosOm,  because  he  will  not  submit  to 
cautery  at  the  hazard  of  his  existence?  For  my 
own  part,  surrounded  by  slavery  from  my  cradle 
to  the  present  moment,  I  yet 

*'  Hate  the  toach  of  tenrile  hands ; 

**'  I  loathe  ibe  alavea  who  cringe  aronod  :** 

and  I  would  hail  that  day  as  the  most  elorious  in 
its  dawning,  which  should  behold,  witn  safety  to 
themselves  and  our  citizens,  the  black  population 
of  the  United  States' placed  upon  the  high  ean- 
nence  of  equal  rights,  and  clothed  in  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  American  citizens !  But  this 
i$  a  dream  of  philanthiropy  which  can  never  be 
fulfilled ;  and  whoever  shall  act  in  this  country 
upon  such  wild  theories,  shall  cease  to  be  a  ben- 
efactor, and  become  a  destroyer  of  the  human 
family. 

It  is  said,  however,  to  be  high  time  to  check  the 
progress  of  this  evil ;  and  that  this  may  be  best 
done  by  inhibiting  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
and  in  Missouri,  which  prays  to  be  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union,  it  is  important  to  consider 
if  this  project  be  consistent  witn  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  States  formed  the 
Constitution  in  the  capacity  of  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent States,  and  the  Constitution  is  the  in- 
strument by  which  they  conveyed  certain  power 
to  the  General  Government.  This  is  evident,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  the  Government  formed, 
and  in  every  line  of  the  Constitution,  but  it  is  a 
doctrine  distinctly  asserted  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments.  "  The  enumeration 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by 
the  people;'^  and  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  Hence,  it  will 
follow,  that  the  several  States  retain  every  pow- 
er not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  or,  in  other  words,  that  in 
all  enumerated  cases,  the  several  States  are  left 
jxi  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  sovereign  and 
independent  jurisdictions.  The  author  of  the 
federalist  (which  work  is  admitted  to  contain  a 
correct  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution) has  said  ^'  that,  with  respect  to  the 
<  extent  of  its  powers^  the  Government  cannot 
'  be  deemed  national,  since  its  jurisdiction  extends 
«  to  certain  enumerated  objects  only,  and  leaves  to 
^  the  several  States  a  ^residuary  and  inviolable 
*  sovereignty  over  all  other  other  objects."  In  aid 
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of  this  conclusion,  if  any  thing  were  necessary  to 
sustain  it.  it  may  be  cited,  as  a  maxim  of  sound 
national  law«  tnat  sovereign  States  can  only  be 
deprived  of  tneir  rights  by  voluntary  consist  or 
bjr  conquest.  It  would  seem,  then,  tnat  the  Con- 
stitution must  be  construed  strictly,  whenever  the 
rights  of  the  State  sovereignties  become  the  sub- 
ject of  dispute ;  and  strictly,  where  the  right  of 
personal  liberty,  personal  security,  or  private  pro- 
perty are  questioned.*  Because  the  citizen  of  the 
United  States  is  the  citizen  also  of  another  inde- 
pendent government,  whose  laws  he  is  bound  to 
obey,  unless  where  this  duty  has  been  transferred 
to  tne  General  Government,  by  the  express  words 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  It  it  were  otherwise, 
we  should  find  the  United  States  continually  en? 
gaged  in  a. struggle  with  the  States,  to  enforce  the 
obedience  of  the  citizen.  Such  contests,  it  is  easy 
to  perceive,  would  tarnish,  if  not  destroy,  the  gold- 
en chain  by  which  our  federative  Goveriiment  ia 
held  together.  They  would  lead  to  gradual  usur- 
pations, of  power,  by  which  your  Constitution 
would  be  made  a  dead  letter,  and  your  republican 
institutions  exist  only  in  name.  Proceedmg  upon 
these  principles,  let  us  endeavor  tp  ascertain  in 
what  part  ol  the  Constitution  that  power  is  dele- 
gated which  wonld  authorize  you  to  adopt  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  member  from  New 
York.  The  grant  of  powers  to  the  Congress  is 
chiefly  contained  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article ;  and  you  will  certainly  not  find  therein  any 
authority  to  inhibit  slavery  in  any  part  of  the 
Union,  in  any  Territory^  or  in  any  State  about  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  9th  section  commences  with  this  clause : 
*'  The  mifirration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
^  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
^  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year 
^  1808;  but  a  tax  6r  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
^  each  person."  It  may  be  said,  very  plausibly, 
that  the  words  "  migration"  and  "  importation" 
are  here  used  synonymously ;  but  let  us  give  to 
ev^y  word  in-  the  clause  an  appropriate  meaning, 
and  then  we  will  see  whether  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  the  little  source  whence  mighty  effects  of 
evil  are  to  flow  upon  the  country;.  Certainly,  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  desired  to  destroy  a 
trafl&c,  of  all  others  the  most  cruel  and  iniquitoiis; 
a  trade  stained  by  the  blood,  and  dre0ched  in  the 
tears  of  humanity !  By  inhibiting  ''  the  importa- 
tion after  1808  of'^such  persons  as  an]r  of  the  States 
then  existing  thought  proper  to  admitJ'  it  was  in- 
tended to  convey  a  power  to  prevent  the  introdtiiD- 
tion  of  Africans  into  the  United  States.  By  in- 
hibiting the  *<  migration,"  after  1808,  of  mtd^  per- 
sons— for  the  Constitution,  it  appears  to  me,  still 
refers  to  Africans,  and  I  express  this  opinion  with 
deference  and  humility — ^may  it  not  have  been  in- 
tended the  more  efiectually  to  provide  against 
evasions  of  the  laws  interdicting  the  importation 
of  slaves  ?  The  object  was  to  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  this  species  of  property.    It  was  well 
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known  to  the  founders  of  our  Gorecnment  that  so 
loon  as  the  importation  was  declared  to  be  lUcjnil, 
the  slave  mercnant  would  resort  to  every  artinee 
which  ingenuity  and  avarice  could  devise  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  a  violation  of  the  laws.  Sup- 
pose him  to  place  his  slaves  upon  a  fof^jgu  terri- 
tory, adjacent  to  the  United  States.  They  are 
permitted  or  instructed  to  pass  the  bouDdary,  and, 
when  within  our  limits,  an  associate  in  villany  is 
ready  to  receive  Ihem.  In  the  possession  of  this 
person  they  are  found,  and  he  is  put  upon  his  trial 
for  ifnportm^  contrary  to  law.  He  defends  him* 
aelf  by  provmg  an  tUibi-^bf  showing,  as  far  as 
negative  proof  can  show,  tnat  he  had  in  no  wise 
been  concerned  in  the  importation.  But  it  is  ob- 
jeeled  that  the  fact  of  possession,  with  the  circum- 
stances of  language  and  complexion,  will  produce 
«B  inference  of  his  guilt  not  to  be  mistaken.  What 
then  7  Base  as  he  is,  will  he  not  entrench  and 
fertify  himself  by  perjuries  and  subornations  of 
perjury  ?  Will  he  not  make  out  a  case  by  which 
It  ehah  appear  that  the  victims  of  his  cupidity 
sought  a  protection,  which  he  could  not  withhold-^ 
that  they  miffrmted,  and  were  not  imported?  What, 
then,  is  the  effect  of  the  United  States  statute 
wlrioh  only  prohibits  importation?  The  strict 
construction  of  a  penal  law  will  not  permit  it  to 
reach  the  case.  The  result  must  be,  that  the  luck^ 
less  Africans  are  left  to  the  operation  of  the  State 
kws,  and,  in  all  probability,  sold  as  slaves,  thereby 
advancing  the  evil  which  the  Legislature  was  en- 
deavoring to  destroy-  May  it  not  have  been  to 
ffuard  against  suoh  nauds,  shifts,  and  artifices,  that 
tne  word  "  migration''  was  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution ?  But  the  meaning  of  this  word  is  fixed 
and  limited  by  the  express  words  of  the  clause  in 
which  it  occurs.  "The  migration  of  all  ^ch 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  think 
proper  to  admit."  To  what  description  of  persons 
does  the  Constitution  allude?  But  one  of  two 
answers  can^  it  setois  to  me,  be  rationally  returned 
to  this  Question.  The  allusion  is  either  to  Afri- 
cans, who  wetre  the  proper  subjects  of  the  slave 
tmde,  or' white  persons  coming  from  foreign  lands. 
If  tifis  be  so,  how  can  the  Constitutional  provision 
be  so  fWr  wrested  from  its  nurpose  as  to  be  made 
to  apply  to  the  removal  or  slaves  from  one  State 
to  another,  or  to  a  Territory — slaves,  who  are  i*e- 
ecvnised  as  the  objects  of  property  by  the  Consti- 
tuion  itself?  If  the  solemn  covenant  of  our  lib- 
erties can  be  thus  abused,  it  is  no  longer  to  be  es- 
feenied  oracular,  or,  if  it  resemble  an  oracle,  it  is 
ottly  because  its  responses  are  involved  in  doubt 
ana  obscurity. 

I  find  nothing  more  to  afibrd  even  a  colorable 
pretext  for  the  proposed  restriction,  until  we  come 
to  these  words:  "New  States  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union."  The  single  word  "  may"  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  dejxisitory  of  the  power  so  anx- 
iously sought ;  and,  it  is  said,  if  Congress  can*ad- 
mit  a  new  State,  the  Constitution  being  silent  as 
to  the  condition  to  be  imposed^  the  State  about  to 
be  admitted  may  be  fastened  with  any  condition 
not  specially  into-dicted  by  the  Constitution  itself. 
This  is  bl  non  sequitur.  It  is  a  conclusion  most 
lame  and  impotent ;  in  direct  hostility  with  the 


letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  I  1 
is  not  enough  that  the  Constitution  is  silent  * 
authorize  the  Congress  to  speak  or  to  act;  : 
Congress  is  the  creature  of  tne  Constitntion.  si- 
must  look  to  it  for  open,  declared,  aiid  positive  d 
rection.    What  the  Constitution  dictates  is  to  b* 
done ;  what  it  prohibits  is  to  be  avoided  ;  but  wk<> 
it  is  silent,  Coneress  possesses  not  authority  to  6- 
rect  citizens  or  States.    These  must,  tbm.  be  roo- 
trolled  by  their  own  independent  ^veimnenti 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  tne  Constitution,  bem? 
in  derogation  of  State  riehts,  must  be  eoQ5rra€fi 
strictly.     This  clause  of  the  3d  section  cf  the  ar- 
ticle, then,  only  allows  to  us  the  power  to  receive 
or  to  rejeot,  without  qualification  or  condition,  a 
State  making  application  to  be  admitted  into  thf 
Union. 

But  there  is  a  condition,  without  which  a  Stsu 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  Unions  and  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  4th  section  of  the  3d  article: 
^  The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  Sute 
in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  sovemmt&t'' 
Now^  '^^arahty''  means,  if  I  at  aJl  understaad 
the  sig[aification  of  words,  ^^  to  undertake  that  os- 
tain  stipulations  shall  be  performed."  These  stip- 
ulations can  only  be  found  in  the  constitutioD>  d 
the  States,  where  they  must  constitute  '*a  rmb- 
lican  form  of  government."  If  this  be  so,  vbeL. 
at  the  moment  a  new  State  is  admitted,  the  s&vat 
guaranty  which  applies  to  the  original  States  ex- 
tends to  her  also.  She  must,  consequentij,  ha\f 
been  in  the  possession  of  "  a  republican  form  o* 
government''  at  the  time  of  enterine  the  UnioD. 
because  it  would  be  preposterous  to  miagine  tb^t 
to  be  guarantied  of  which  she  was  not  possessed— 
that  to  be  secured  to  her,  which,  in  fact,  had  k 
existence.  It  results,  then,  that  without  *•  a  it- 
publican  form  of  government"  a  State  canned 
come  into  the  Confederacy  ;  and  i.s  not  the  neces- 
sity to  possess  it  a  si^le  qtia  non,  or  condition,  witih 
out  which  the  new  State  cannot  be  admitted! 
Sir.  this  condition,  being  expressed,  operates  to  tk 
exclusion  of  every  other.  "  ExjjrtsHo  nstiut  ett  n- 
dum  altetiuSj'^  is  a  sound  maxim  both  of  common 
law  and  common  sense. 

But,  it  is  objected,  slavery  is  incompatible  with 
that  "  republican  form  of  government"  which  ihf 
State  admitted  must  possess.  We  must  receiic 
words  according  to  the  intention  of  tho»e  who  utter 
them.  And  we  must  give  construction  to  thf 
Constitution,  by  considering  ail  the  parts  of  that 
instrument  together.  South  Carolina  and  GecH- 
gia  were  slavenolding  States  at  the  time  the  Coii- 
stitution  was  framed  and  adopted,  and  yet,  in  it 
eye,  these  were  considered  to  possess  republican 
forms  of  government.  Besides,  the  right  of  ihf 
citizen  to  possess  slaves  is  expressly  recognised  by 
the  instrument  of  which  we  speak.  I  need  scarceK 
advert  to  the  2d  section  of  the  1st  article,  whertiii 
the  representation  is  determined  ;  to  the  permis&ioa 
to  import,  until  a  given  period,  in  the  9th  seciioQ 
of  the  1st  article;  and  to  the  2d  section  of  the  2d 
article,  where  the  relations  of  master  and  serrani 
are  distinctly  asserted.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  a 
state  of  domestic  slavery  was  entirely  out  of  new, 
when  the  founders  of  the  Confederation  determinetd 
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y  **  guaranty  to  the  sereral  States  a  republican 
3rm  of  goremment." 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  plain 
nd  simple ;  it  requires  no  superiority  of  intellect 
>  coraprehend  its  dictates ;  it  is  addressed  to  every 
ndemanding;  "he  who  runs  may  read."  It  is, 
ien,  a  proof  of  the  absence  of  all  authority  for  the 
roposed  measure,  when  its  adrocates,  and  some, 
>o,  of  great  name^,  fly  from  clause  to  section  and 
rom  section  to  article,  without  fixing  "  rest  for  the 
[>le  of  the  foot ;"  without  finding  or  agreeing  upon 
ny  one  line,  phrase,  or  section,  whence  this  power 
[>r  ivhich  all  contend  may  be  brought  into  exist- 
ncc.  And  it  is  perfectly  natural  3iat  this  e^et 
hould  be  produced.  A  search  for  the  philoso- 
rher's  stone  might  .as  soon  be  expected  to  end  in 
ertainty. 

But  it  is  argued  that  Congress  has  erer  imposed 
estiictions  upon  new  States,  and  no  objection  has 
een  urged  until  this  moment.  If  it  be  true,  that 
nly  one  condition  can  constitutionally  be  imposed. 
:  -wrould  seem  that  any  other  is  null  and  void,  and 
say  be  thrown  off  by  the  Sliate  at  pleasure.  And 
lien  this  argument,  the  strength  of  which  is  in 
recedent,  cannot  avail.  Unubrmity  of  decision 
3r  hundredjt  of  years  cannot  make  that  rijht 
rbich  s^t  first  was  wrong.  If  it  were  otherwise, 
a  vain  would  science  and  the  arts  puivue  their 
aarch  towards  perfection ;  in  vain  the  constant 
►rogress  of  trutn;  in  vain  the  new  and  bright 
ig^hts  w^ich « are  daily  finding  their  way  to  the 
luman  mind,  like  the  rays  of  the  distant  stars, 
v-hichj  passing  onward  from  the  creation  of  time, 
trc  saia  to  be  continually  reaching  our  sphere. 
WmJius  ustts  ahoUndus  est.  When  error  appears,  let 
ler  be  detected  and  exposed,  and  let  evil  precedents 
\B  abolished; 

It  is  true  that  the  old  Cbnfederation,  by  the  6th 
section  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  inhibited  slavery 
n  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  that 
he  States  of  Illinois.  Ohio,  and  Indiana,  have 
3een  introduced  into  tke  Union  under  this  restric- 


non. 


Sir,  the  ordinance  of  1787  had  an  orison  per- 
fectly worthy  of  the  end  it  seems  destined  to  ac- 
eompHsh.  It  had  no  authority  in  the  Articles  of 
Dcmieder^tion,  which  did  not  contemplate,  wrdi 
the  exception  of  Canada,  the  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory. It  vras  in  oontradiction  of  the  resolution  of 
L7»0,  by  which  the  States  were  alhired  to  cede 
their  uhlocated  lands  to  the  (General  Government, 
upon  the  condition  that  these  should  constitute 
^reral  States,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.  It  is  in 
fraud  of  the  acts  of  cession  by  which  the  States 
conveyed  territory  in  faith  of  the  resolution  of 
1780.  And,  when  recognised  by  acts  of  Congress, 
and  applied  to  the  States  formed  from  the  territory 
beyond  the  Ohio,  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Constt- 
tntion  of  the  United  States.  So  much  for  the  effi- 
cacy of  thie  j^ecedent  which,  although  binding 
here,  is  not,  it  would  seem^  of  obligation  upon 
Ohio,  Indiana,  or  Illinois,  or,  if  you  impose  it,  upon 
Missouri.  It  is  not  the  torce  of  your  legal  provis- 
ions which  attaches  the  restrictive  6th  article  of 
the  ordinance  to  the  States  I  have  mentioned.    It 


is  the  moral  sentitaent  of  the  inhabitants.  Impose 
it  upon  Missouri,  and  she  will  indignantly  throw 
off  the  yoke  and  laugh  yon  to  scorn !  i  ou  will 
then  discover  that  you  have  assumed  a  weapon 
that  you  cannot  wield — the  bow  of  Ulysses,  which 
all  your  efforts  cannot  bend.  The  open  and  vol^ 
untary  exposure  of  your  weakness  will  make  yoa 
not  only  uie  object  of  derision  at  home,  but  a  oy- 
Word  among  nations.  Can  there  be  a  power  m 
Congress  to  do  that  which  the  object  of  tAe  power 
may  rightfully  destroy  ?  Are  the  rights  of  Mis- 
souri and  of  tne  Union  in  opposition  to  each  other? 
Can  it  be  possible  that  Congress  has  nuthority  to 
impose  a  restriction  which  Missouri^  by  an  altera- 
tion of  her  constitution,  may  abolish  ?  Sir,  the 
course  we  are  pursuing  reminds  me  of  the  urchin 
who,  with  great  care  and  anxiety,  constructs  his 
card  edifice,  which  the  slightest  touch  may  de- 
molish, the  gentlest  breath  £ssolve. 

But  let  us  stand  together  upon  the  basis  of  pi«- 
cedent,  and  upon  that  ground  you  cannot  extend 
this  restriction  to  Missouri.  You  have  imposed  it 
upon  the  territory  beyond  the  Ohio,  but  you  have 
never  applied  it  elsewhere.  Tennessee,  Vermont^ 
KentncRy,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
have  come  into  the  Union  without  being  required 
to  submit  to  the  condition  inhibiting  slav/ery ;  nay, 
whenever  the  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  applied 
to  any  of  these  States,  the  operation  c^  the  6th  ar- 
ticle nas  been  sitspended  or  destroyed.  According, 
then,  to  the  uniform  tenor  of  the  precedent,  let  the 
States  to  be  formed  of  the  territory  without  the 
boundaries  of  the  territory  northwest  of  Ohio  re- 
main unrestricted,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fblness  of  their  rights. 

Thus,  it  appears  to  me,  the  power  you  seek  to. 
assume  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  or 
to  be  derived  from  precedents.  Shall  it,  then, 
without  any  known  process  of  veneration,  spring 
spontaneously  from  your  councils,  like  ^e  armed 
Minerva  from  the  brain  of  Jupit^  ?  The  Goddess, 
sir,  although  of  wisdom,  wa»  aliio  the  inventress  of 
war — and  the  power  of  your  creation,  although 
extensive  in  its  dimensions,  and  ingenious  in  its 
organisation,  may  produce  the  most  terrible  and 
deferable  efibcts.  Assure  yourselves  you  have  not 
authority  to  bind  a  State  coming-  into  the  Union 
with  a  single  hair !  If  you  have,  you  may  rivet 
a  chain  upon  every  limb,  a  fetter  upon  every  joint. 
Where,  then,  I  ask,  is  tne  independence  of  yonr 
State  governments?  Do  they  not  fall  prostrate, 
debas^jcovered  with  sackcloth  and  crowned  with 
ashes,  before  the  gigantic  power  of  the  Union  ? 
They  will  no  longer,  sir,  resemble  ])ladet6,  moving 
in  order  around  a  smar  centre,  receiving  and  im- 
parting lustre.  They  will  dwindle  to  mere  satel- 
lites, or,  thrown  from  their  orbits,  they  will  wan- 
der '^  like  stars  condemned,  the  wrecks  of  worlds 
demolished !" 

The  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  called,  and  is 
called,  in  your  lawa^  an  irrevocable  eompact  with 
the  good  people  beyond  the  Ohio.  Sir,  there  is  a 
compact  equally  irrevocable ;  as  I  think,  more  so, 
which  governs  the  destinies  of  the  extensive  re- 
gion beyond  the  Mississippi.  I  mean  the  treaty  ^ 
1803,  by  which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the  Umted 
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States.  This  is  indeed  a  compact  formed  by  two 
independent  nations,  parties  able  to  contract.  The 
ordinance  of  1787  was  a  mere  legislative  provision, 
by  which  you  bound  vour  vassal ;.  who  coulii  not 
oppose  your  wishes,  wno  was  in  your  power,  and 
suoject  to  your  authority.  It  possesses  not  the 
force  and  e^t  of  a  solemn  treatV. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  aeclares  that  "  the 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and 
'  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 

<  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
^  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 
^  nities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

How  are  the  inhabitants  to  be  ^'  incorporated  in 
the  union  of  the  United  States?"  Certainly  by 
admitting  the  Territory  to  which  they  belong  as  a 
State  or  States  into  the  Union  ^^  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  I  confess 
myselt  so  dulL  as  to  be  able  to  give  no  other  con- 
struction to  tne  words  of  the  treaty.  Areument 
is  of  none  effect  when  it  attempts  to  make  that 
which  is  self-evident  still  more  apparent.  These 
inhabitants  are  to  be  placed,  too.  m  a  political  sit- 
uation, in  all  respects  equal  with  that  of  our  own 
citizens.  It  follows,  then,  that  citizens  c^  the  Uni- 
ted States  having  the  power,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  possess  property  in  slaves,  and  to  remove 
that  property  whithersoever  they  will,  the  check 
or  limit  upon  this  power  being  imposed  only  by 
the  State  sovereignties,  the  inhabitants  of  Louisi- 
ana cannot  be  fairly  in  possession  of  ^'aU  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  inununities,  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,"  unless  they  possess  this  also. 
The  treaty  of  1803  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  must  be  obeyed.  Obedience  consists  in  ad- 
mitting Missouri,  which  is  a  part  of  the  then  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  sole  condition  that  she  shall  possess  a 
.republican  form  of  government. 

There  are  some,  1  understand,' who  think  Con- 

Sess  has  the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  upon 
e  territory  ot  the  United  States,  although  it  cannot 
be  forced  upon  a  State,  at  the  moment  of  admis- 
sion, and  they  find  their  text  in  the  following  words 
of  the  Constitution :  "  Congress  shall  have  power 
'  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 
'  ulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  prop- 

<  erty  belonging  to  the  United  Stotes."  Without 
stopping  to  inquire  how  far  a  provision  exchidinff 
slavery  comes  within  the  meaning  of  "needfm 
rules  and  regulations ;"  how  far,  under  authority 
to  make  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  Congress  can  make  laws 
affectinff  the  rights  of  property ;  how  far  the  citi- 
zen of  the  South,  who  has  an  equal  claim  with  his 
brother  of  the  North,  to  the  lands  on  the  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  can  be  deprived  of  the  Constitu- 
tional privilege  of  enjoying  his  property  in  that 
country;  it  is  enough  for  me  that  the  treaty  of 
1803  interposes,  to  prevent  the  enactment  of  any 
condition  mterfering  with  the  liberty,  religion,  or 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana.  The 
article  I  have  just  quoted,  afVer  providing  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union, 
runs  thus:  *^  And,  in  the  mean  time,  they  (the  in- 


'  habitants)  shall  be  maintained  and  protected: 
*■  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  libertv,  property,  is 
'  the  religion  they  profess."  Now,  staves  were  pi» 
erty  at  the  time  otthe  ratification  of  the  treaty,  a 
therefore  within  its  meaning.  Giving  to  the  wort 
"  in  the  mean  time,"  the  construction  ther  vau 
seem  to  demand,  it  must  follow  that,  uotil  thea- 
habitants  are  "  incorporated  in  the  Union  aco^ 
ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitutkn.' 
their  ri^ht  to  possess  this  species  of  property  h 
guarantied  by  the  treaty.  It  cannot  be  said  totix 
slaveholder  who  becomes  an  inhabitant  oTLouisi- 
ana,  "  you  shall  leave  your  slaves  behind  yoo."  Hk 
only  and  conclusive  reply  is  in  the  words  which  I 
have  read.  He  bids  you  preserve  that^  faitt 
which  the  law^  the  dignity  of  which  issued  by  tk 
Constitution,  mculcates.  He  insists  that,  upoo  tk 
instant  he  bc^comes  an  inhabitant  of  Louisuin,lii! 
right  to  his  slaves  is  both  recognised  and  sajv- 
tioned.  He  surely  does  not  insist  in  Tain,  ibr  il 
civilized  Governments  respect,  or  a&ct  to  lespccs. 
the  solemnity  of  the  treaties.  Can  you  refuse  o^ 
dience  to  this,  after  the  hi^h  language  which  \^ 
have  used  towards  the  Spanish  Cmirt?  i/r« 
do,  even  the  gravity  of  the  adored  FerdinaDd  fi 
rdax  into  a  smile,  1  dare  not  say  of  contempt,  bsi 
certainly  of  distrust. 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  words  upon  the  ene 
dience  of  this  amendment,  and  I  declare  myself  i: 
a  loss  to  divine  the  motive  which  so  ardeodi 
presses  its  enactment.  It  is  said  that  haioanity,! 
tender  concern  for  the  welfare,  both  of  the  slait 
and  his  master,  is  the  moving  principle'  hi. 
here  I  cannot  refrain  from  repeating  the  words  <a 
a  periodical  writer,  as  remarkable  for  his  gooi 
taste  as  the  justness  of  his  sentimeals:  ^  The  \m 
mode,"  says  he,  "of  making  a  bad  measure  palafr 
'  ble  to  a  virtuous  and  well-disposed  community, b 
^  that  of  holding  it  up  as  conducing  to  some  sati- 
'  tary  end,  by  wich  the  whole  people  aie  eT» 
<  tually  to  be  greatly  boiefited.  It  if  thus  tu: 
*  every  mischievous  public  measure  is  shdttfei 
'  behind  some  pretext  of  public  good."  But  it  ^ 
a  question  which  deserves  considentioq,  whethe. 
if  slavery  be  confined  to  its  present  limits,  the  sit- 
uation of  the  master  or  the  slave,  or  both,  will » 
made  better  ?  Will  not  the  increased  number  oi 
slaves,  within  a  given  space,  diminish  the  metf^ 
of  subsistence?  Will  not  the  number  of  ma^ 
diminish  as  the  number  of  slaves  increases  ?  ^ 
what  are  the  consequences  ?  Extreme  "^^^ 
ness,  penury,  and  want,  to  the  slave;  care,aDXietyi 
imbecility^  and  servile  war  to  the  master i  ^°^ 
indeed,  will  be  produced  what  the  advocates  fi 
this  amendment  so  much  deprecate— ^°^J» 
all  its  wantonness,  on  one  hand,  despair  and  i^ 
venge  on  the  other.  At  this  moment  the  5ituau» 
of  the  Sou^ern  slave  is,  in  many  respects,  ai^^^r 
Adopt  your  restriction,  and  his  fate  will  noij 
better  than  that  of  the  mastiff,  which  nowJiJ^ 
day  long  from  the  kennel,  where  his  chams  w*- 
fine  him.  But,  let  the  dappled  tide  of  popuM^ 
roll  onwards  to  the  West;  raise  no  mom  ^ ^^ 
terrupt  its  course,  and  the  evil,  of  which  we  oa.^ 
sides  so  bitterly  complain,  will  have  lost  fi*.^^ 
power  to  hwrm  by  dispersion.    Slaves, 
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imong  many  masters,  will  eDioy  greater  privileges 
md  comforts  than  those  wno,  cooped  within  a 
larrow  sphere,  and  under  few  owners^  will  be 
loomed  to  drag  a  long,  heavy,  and  clanking  chain 
hrough  the  space  of  their  existence.  Danger  from 
nsurrection  will  diminish.  Confidence  will  grow 
)etween  the  master  and  his  servant.  The  one 
^ill  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  mere  beast  of 
»urden ;  the  other  as  a  remorseless  despot,  void  of 
eeling  and  commiseration.  In  proportion  as  few 
laves  are  possessed  by  the  same  individuaL  will 
le  look  witn  less  reluctance  to  the  prospect  of  their 
iltimate  liberation.  Emancipations  will  become 
iommon^and  who  knows  but  that  the  Great  Being, 
0  whose  mercies  all  men  have  an  equal  claim, 
aay,  in  the  fulness  of  his  time,  work  a  miracle  in 
«half  of  the  trampled  rights  of  human  nature? 
ViTy  humanity,  unless  I  am  egregiously  deceived, 
lisclaims  those  doctrines,  the  practical  result  of 
rhich  is  to  make  the  black  man  more  wretched, 
nd  the  white  man  less  safe.  She  turns  with 
bivering  abhorrence  from  the  fetters  which,  while 
ou  affect  to  loosen,  you  clasp  more  firmly  around 
be  miserable  African. 

But,  let  gentlemen  beware !  Assume  the  Mis- 
issippi  as  Uie  boundary.  Say.  that  to  the  smiling 
Canaan  beyond  its  waters,  no  slave  shall  approach, 
nd  vou  ^ive  a  new  character  to  its  inluibitants, 
otally  distinct  from  that  which  shall  belong  to 
he  people  thronging  on  the  east  of  your  limits, 
f  ou  implant  diversity  of  pursuits,  hostility  of  feel- 
Dg,  envy,  hatred,  and  bitter  reproaches,  which 


«4 


Shall  grow  to  clubf  and  naked  8Word«, 
«*  To  murder  and  to  death." 


If  you  remain  inexorable ;  if  you  persist  in  re^ 
using  the  humble^  the  decent,  the  reasonable 
rayer  of  Missouri,  is  there  no  danger  that  her  re- 
istance  will  rise  in  proportion  to  your  oppression  ? 
)ir,  the  firebrand,  which  is  even  now  cast  into 
our  society,  will  require  blood— 4iy,  and  the 
4ood  of  freemen — ^for  its  quenching,  i  our  Union 
hall  tremble^  bs  under  the  force  of  an  earthquake ! 
yhile  you  mcautiouslv  pull  down  a  Constita- 
ional  barrier,  you  maxe  way  for  the  dark,  and 
umultuous,  and  overwhelming  waters  of  desola- 
ion  I  If  you  ^  sow  the  winds,  must  you  not  reap 
he  whirlwind?" 

Mr.  Clagett,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
[ressed  the  Chair  as  follows:  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
reflect  that  the  subject  under  consideration  in- 
olves  a]  Constitutional  question  of  the  first  mag* 
dtode,  in  which  the  whole  Union  is  deeply  in- 
erested,  I  confess  I  feel  fully  sensible  of  my  own 
nability  to  perform  that  auty  which  I  owe  to 
hose  I  represent,  and  to  my  country.  Nor  am  I 
nsensible  to  the  solicitude  felt  by  this  honorable 
)ody^  while  this  discussion  proceeds.  But  as  equal 
olicitude,  and,  probably,  greater,  agitated  the  Con- 
tention who  formed  our  Constitution,  when  the 
ame  subject  was  before  them ;  and,  as  their  de- 
iberations  closed,  so,  I  hope  ours  will,  in  a  spirit 
if  amity. .  Theirs  was  the  greater  task ;  they  had 
I  compromise  to  make:  we  find  it  already  made; 
hev  had  a  Constitution  to  form:  we  find  one  al- 
eady  formed.    With  these  impressions,  and  a  fall 


sense  of  my  own  responsibility  for  the  course  I 
pursue,  and  for  the  motives  by  which  I  am  gov- 
erned, I  ask  your  attention  to  the  brief  view  of 
the  subject  which  my  best  reflections  enable  me  to 
present.  And,  sir,  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  avoid 
every  thing  contrary  to  that  spirit  of  harmony  so 
desirable ;  and  I  regret  that  any  remarks  should 
have  been  made  which  may  require  animadver- 
sion or  retort. 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, within  certain  boundaries,  be  authorized  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, dtc,  and  when  formed,  said  State  shall 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatsoever, 
provided,  dtc. ;  'and  the  amendment  immediately 
before  us  provides  ''that  there  shall  be  neither 
<  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
'  State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
'  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
'  convicted,"  &c. 

Sir,  in  order  to  decide  correctly  on  the  amend- 
mentj  we  must  necessarily  consider  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  and  this  will  lead  to  the  inquiry,  what  are 
the  claims  of  the  people  of  Missouri?  They  arise 
from  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  of  30th  April,  1803^ 
whereby  the  French  Republic  ceded  the  then 
colony  or  province  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  in  mil  domain  and  sovereignty ;  the  third 
article  of  which  stipiulates  "  that  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in 
'  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  accordins  to  the  principles  of  the 

*  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
^  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
'  the  United  States ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
'  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  en- 

*  joyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli- 
'  gion  which  they  profess." 

Sir,  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and 
while  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  fiighth 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  (some  honorable 
members  of  which  body  I  have  the  pleasure  to  re- 
cognise in  this  Hall,)  a  resolution,  offered  I  believe 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  now  in 
his  seat,  was  before  the  House  of  Representative, 
and  was  nearly  to  this  effect :  "  Resolved,  That 
'  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  calrryinff  into 
'  effect  the  treaty  and  conventions  concluded  at 
'  Paris,  30th  of  April,  1803,  between  the  United 
'  States  of  America  and  the  French  Republic." 
That  resolution  was  fully  discussed,  and  was 
adopted,  by  ayes  and  noes,  a  great  majority  being 
in  the  amrmative.  Sir,  that  resolution  had  my 
best  consideration,  and  I  felt  myself  bound  to  ^ve. 
my  vote  in  the  affirmative.  The  same  motives' 
wnich  then  operated  upon  my  mind  still  govern 
me.  and  I  feel  myself  bound  to  give  this  treaty 
full  effect;  and  this,  I  think,  we  may  do  in  good 
faith,  the  restriction  of  slavery  notwithstanding. 
The  treaty  stipulates  that  '*  the  inhabitants  of  the 
'  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  theunion 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as 
I  ^  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
I '  eral  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  aU  the 
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'  rights,  adTaatages,  and  immaaities  of  citizens  of 
'  the  United  States,"  &c.  Beyond  this  the  treaty 
does  not,  and  could  not,  guaranty.  YThat,  then, 
are  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  and  what 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 
Sir,  the  principles  are  more  pure,  and  the  rights 
greater,  man  are^  enjoyed  by  any  other  people  on 
earth.  Such  principles  and  such  rights  as  oefi^an 
to  unfold  in  tne  Congress 'of  1774.  View  their 
TOoceedin^  from  that  time  to  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  and  you  will  perceive  an  ardent 
struggle  for  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man. — 
Among  the  men  who  supported  these  principles 
were  those  who  declared  your  independence ;  who 
poclaimed  to  the  world  these  truths ;  "  That  all 
'  men  are  created  e<)ual :  that  they  are  endowed 
^  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ; 
^  among  which  are  life,  Liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
^  happiness;  and  who,  in  support  of  those  princi- 
'  pies,  and  invoking  the  aia  and  protection  of 
'  bivine  Providence,  pledged  to  each  other  their 
'  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor." 

Sir,  is  not  this  pledge  binding  upon  us?  Surely 
it  is.  Some  of  these  were  the  men  who  effected 
your  Confederation,  established  that  invaluable  or- 
dinance of  1787,  containing  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  the  basis  of 
all  governments  in  that  Territory, •and  the  rule  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  by 
which  slavery  was  excluded  from  said  Territory 
forever.  Many  of  the  same  men  were  amonj^ 
those  who  formed  your  Constitution,  which  is 
founded  upon  the  same  principles. 

But  it  nas  l^n  said,  that,  from  these  "princi- 
ples" will  flow  dangerous  consequences,  and  that 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  tlie  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  were 
usurpations  of  power^  and  have  no  relation  to  the 
snbject  before  us.  Sir,  is  it  possible  ?  I  hope  my 
ears  deceived  me;  but  I  thought  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  ap- 
plied the  appellation  "officious  friends'^  "self- 
created  societies,"  a  mixture  of  black,  wnite,  and 
gravj  to  those  statesmen  and  inttnots  who  con- 
tended for  these  "  principles."  Sir,  who  are  they  ? 
Permit  me  to  mention  some  of  their  names. — 
Among  them  were  John  Hancock,  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Patrick 
Henry,  James  Monroe,  James  Madison,  Peyton 
Randolph,  Elbridge  Gerry,  Samuel  Adams,  Oliver 
Wolcott,  John  Langdon,  William  Henry  Lee, 
Henry  Laurens,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Roger  Sherman, 
and,  when  not  leading  your  armies  to  victory, 
George  Washington.  Some  of  these  statesmen 
yet  live ;  others  are  no  more,  but  their  names  will 
he  had  in  perpetual  memory.  [Here  Mr.  H.  rose^ 
and  said  "the  gentleman's  ears  deceived  him." 
Mr.  C.  replied,  he  should  be  happy  to  excuse  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
wished  him  to  designate  to  whom  his  epithets  ap- 
plied. Mr.  H.  not  complying,  Mr.  C.  proceeded.] 
Sir,  my  organs  of  hearing  are  pretty  ^ood  ^  the 
sound  still  vibrates.  But  it  was  also  said  by  the 
same  honorable  gentleman — "a  man  is  sick ;  and 
these  officious  friends  will  endanger  his  life." 

Sir,  our  beloved  country  was  sick,  and  these 


"officious  friends,"  by  the  application  of  i^. 
"principles,"  saved  her  from  dissolution.  Tl 
spark  01  liberty  was  preserved  till  it  bur&t  bu: : 
fame,  never,  I  hope,  to  be  extiD^ruished.  ^ 
says  the  same  honorable  gentleman,  "  the  iriau. 
of  this  amendment  are  advancing  principles,  tl- 
effect  of  which  will  cause  our  throats  to  be  cm  i' 
but  keep  cool,  say  the  eenilemea.  Mr.  Chairmu. 
what  are  the  '' princi^es"  alluded  to  ?  Are  tky 
found  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  (it 
ready  cited,)  in  the  ordinance  of  17S7,  or  in  tir 
Constitution  7  Permit  me  to  read  a  few  lines  a 
this  ordinance:  ''And  for  extending  the  funcb- 
'  mental  principles  of  civil  and  r^igkws  liberty, 
which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  Republic^ 
their  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erected;  to  fix 
and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basi&  of  al 
laws,  constitutions,  and  governqaents,  which  fo^ 
ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  said  Tenitcry ; 
to  provide  also  for  the  establishment  of  Sta£& 
and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their 
admission  to  a  snare  in  the  Federal  Council,  ts 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as 
early  periods  as  may  be  ccmsistent  with  the  got- 
eral  interest;  it  is  ordained,  dbc.,  article  ioxtk, 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  invohmuiy 
servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  a 
the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  ^m 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted ;  provided  aivrarl 
that  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  froa 
whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  aay 
one  of  the  ori^al  States,  such  fogitire  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  penxa 
claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid' 
Are  these  the  ^^principles''  at  which  gentleme 
take  alarm,  and  rrom  which  such  dreadful  conse 
queaces  will  ensue  1  I  hope  not.  This  ordinaacr 
deserves  hi^h  consideration ;  it  contuns  pure  tt 
publican  principles,  which  do  honor  lo  those  b 
whom  they  were  established.  But  we  have  beei 
told  this  ordinance  is  inapplicable  to  the  subjer. 
before  us;  but  I  think  otherwise.  Sir,  it  waf 
established  for  the  government  of  that  extensin 
Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio^  withis 
which  the  three  States  of  Ohio^  Indiaaa,  and  llh 
nois,  have  been  formed,  and  smoe  admitted  inu 
the  Union ;  and  from  which  States  slavery  ht: 
been  whoUjr  excluded.  Sir,  those  who  formed  ii 
sensible  of  its  importance,  took  caie  in  the  fiiM 
session  of  the  first  Congress,  after  the  adoption  d 
this  Constitution,  to  recognise  and  re-establish  th^ 
ordinance  by  law:  and  can  we  believe,  that,  had 
the  people  oi  ML^ouri  then  been  within  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  they  would  not  have 
been  placed  under  the  government  of  the  sam^ 
ordinance?  No,  sir,  we  cannot  bdieve  it ;  and 
indeed,  this  ordinance  has  since  been  applied  ic 
them,  by  the  law  of  26th  March.  1804,  and  the 
executive,  leeislative,  and  judicial  power  of  Indi- 
ana extended  to,  and  exercised  over  them.  Be: 
the  gentleoian  from  Massachusetts  admits  that  this 
ordinance  is  not  wholly  inapplicable ;  but  applies 
it  to  territories  onlv,  and  not  to  States:  but,  sjr.  it 
clearlv  applies  to  both;  and  was  established  as  a 
school,  in  which,  previous  to  their  admission  into 
the  Federal  Councils,  they  were  to  be  taoght  re- 
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publican  principles ;  those  "  principles"  for  which 
we  now  contend,  and  to  which  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
[Uinois,  strictly  conformed.  Do  those  States  com- 
plain ?  Are  they  too  free  ?  No,  sir,  thev  rejoice 
in  their  freedom,  as,  I  sincerely  hope,  will  yet  be 
the  case  of  the  people  of  Missouri. 

But,  said  the  same  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  "the  friends  of  this  amendment 
'  have  served  up,  for  our  entertainment,  six  dishes ; 
'  neither  of  wiuch  is  palfitable  j  have  attempted  to 
pass  six  pieces  of  coin,  five  of  which  are  counter- 
feit; and  have  oiTered  six  reasons,  neither  of 
which  is  conclusive." 

Sir,  as  I  have  been  accustomed  to  domestic  pro- 
iuctions.  in  a  simple  style,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
lursue  the  figure  used  by  the  gentleman,  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  what  has  been  "served  up," 
ind  am  sorry  it  does  not  suit  the  honorable  gentle- 
nan's  taste. 

As  to  coin,  sir,  I  have  but  one  piece ;  it  is  an 
lagle  from  the  Mint  of  the  United  States ;  a  giA 
rom  my  friends ;  it  has  borne  the  test  of  the  cru- 
ible,  and  has  been  pronounced,  by  the  best  assay- 
>rs,  pure  gold.  Sir,  I  hold  it  in  my  hand,  (the 
Constitution)  and,  ir  even  the  honorable  genneman 
hould  have  scruples,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  pass 
lurrent  here.  As  to  reasons  in  support  of  my  po- 
itions,  I  have  sought  for  them  in  this  same  Consti- 
ation,  and  think  I  have  found  them;  but  as  to 
lumbers,  whether  six,  more,  or  less,  I  am  not  te- 
lacious,  provided  they  are  sumcient  for  my  purpose. 

Sir,  this  Constitution  is' a  sacred  compact,  the 
esult  of  an  amicable  compromise  between  theori- 
;inal  States  in  this  UnioiK  then,  individually  sov- 
reign  and  independent  oi  each  other ;  but,  when 
his  Constitution  was  formed,  no  State  remained 
ompletely  or  perfectly  sovereign  ;  but  each,  "  in 
trder  to  promote  the  general  welfare,"  divested 
lerself  of  a  portion  of  sovereignty,  and  in  the  exact 
atio  that  power  was  granted  to  tne  General  Gov- 
rnment.  And  this  is  apparent  from  the  nature  of 
hings  ;  fronj  the  address  of  the  Convention  to  the 
congress,  and  from  the  very  preamble  to  the  Can- 
titution,  which  I  will  read :  for  there  is  not  a  word 
n  it  without  its  appropriate  meaning — it  follows: 
'We,  the  people  of^the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  in- 
sure domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessmgs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity, do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution 
for  the  United  States  of  America."  Here,  sir, 
he  great  objects  of  this  Constitution  unfold ;  and, 
n  construing  it,  these  objects  should  be  kept 
teadily  in  view. 

I  have  said,  no  State  in  the  Union  is  perfectly 
overeign ';  yet  I  would  not  be  understobd  to  dero- 
rate  from  that  State  sovereignty  retained.  "The 
lowers  not  delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
pecti vely.  or  to  the  people ;"  and  upon  the  present 
ubject,  tnoush  I  shaU  not  consider  the  words 
^  general  welfare"  vague,  as  some  seem  to  suppose 
hcin«  I  shall  not  rest  my  argument  upon  them,  but 
•eadily  admit  that  we  must  seek  for  express  dele- 
rated  power,  and,  if  we  find  it,  then  exercise  such 
towers  ^s  the  "  general  welfare"  may  require. 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that,  amoog  the 
statesmen  who  formed  this  Constitution,  were  many 
of  those  who  subscribed  to  the  Declaration  of  lud^ 
pendence,  the  Act  of  Confederation,  and  established 
the  Ordinance  of  1787 ;  and  in  all  their  proceed-* 
ings  It  evidently  appears  that  they  considered 
slavery  as  a  great  evil,  and  inconsistent  with  those 
pure  principles  of  liberty  for  which  they  contended^ 
and  m  no  act  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  that 
ordinance  by  which  slavery  is  ^preaisly  exciii^d 
from  all  the  Territory  and  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  forever.  But  the  same  subject  was 
among  the  most  perplexing  and  painful  in  the 
Cpnvention  who  formed  the  Constitution,  as  a^ 
pears  by  their  joun^als.  Slavery  had  been  intror 
duced,  indeed,  under  a  Government  whose  priQ<r 
ciples  were  not. congenial  with  ours.  It  ufas  an 
existing  evil  in  our  land,  and  could  not  be  iooone- 
diately  eradicated,  but  it  could  be  restricted,  end 
further  extension  of  )he  evil  prohibited.  After 
much  agitation,  this  course  was  amicably  agreed 
upon}  as  clearly  appears  from  the  Constitutions 
leaving  it,  however,  with  such  original  States 
where  the  evil  existed,  to  regulate  their  own  intfir*- 
nal  concerns,  and  giving  to  Congress  full  fM>wer 
over  this  subject  in  all  oUier  respects,  bat  suspend- 
ing the  operation  of  that  power  until  the  year  1808. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  your  attention  to  the  ^th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitulion ;  and,  if  we 
keep  in  view  the  prineiple  contended  for,  the  ofaje^ 
to  be  attained,  it  would  seem  that  we  wms%  coBit 
to  a  correct  conclusion.  "  The  migration  or  im^ 
^  portation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
^  now  existing,  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 
^  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  ye%r 
'  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  sildi 
'  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dpllars  for  each 
'  person." 

Sir,  plain  as  this  section  really  is,  differ^t  con*- 
structions  have  been  attempted-    The  honorable 

gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  last  mpntioaedf 
as  facetiously  called  upcm  the  friends  of  this 
amendment  to  agree.  Sir,  I  have  perceived  no 
material  dissj^reemen^  on  this  -side  of  the  qnestion, 
but  have  noticed  a  Uu)e  on  the  other,  and  wmt  be 
permitted  to  retort  the  remark.  Tae  boDorahle 
gentleman  contends  that  -the  teiun  "  migration^ 
applies  only  to  free  persons,  (emigrants ;)  but  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smytb^) 
who  followed  on  the«  same  side,  contends  that  it 
applies  only  to  slaves ;  and  here  the  two  honoraUe 
gentlemen  seem  to  beat  issue.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  frankly  confesses 
that  his  "first  impressions  led  him  to  the  opiaioa 
that  the  term  migration,  as  here  used,  applied  only 
to  slaves."  Sir,  I  am  convinced  the  "  first  impresr 
sions"  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachiir 
setts  were  correct ;  and  that  "  first  impressions''  , 
should  not  be  too  soon  surrendered.  But,  sir,  the 
words  "migration"  and  "importation,"  thouffh 
different  in  signification,  both  apply  here  to  the 
same  persons — to  "  such  persons  as  any  o(  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit.'' 
Migration,  in  common  parlance,  is  the  act  of  re- 
movins  from  place  to  place ;  and,  as  usqd  hfitHy 
can  omy  mean  from  State  to  State;  because  the 
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compact  was  between  States,  and  was  intended  to 
protect  non-slaveholding  States,  against  the  intru- 
sion of  slaves,  and  to  restrict  them  within  the 
States  where  the  evil  was  tolerated.  ^  Importation" 
means  bringing  from  abroad,  and  can  have  no  other 
meaning,  and  was  intended  to  prevent  the  farther 
introdoction  of  slaves  from  abroad. 

The  words  "  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,''  show 
that  all  the  States  did  not  think  proper  to  admit ; 
and  the  fact  is  well  known  that  six  only  of  the 
thirteen  original  States  did  then  admit  slaves; 
seven  Twhich  were  a  majority)  were  opposed  to 
tiieir  admission  ;  but  all  entered  into  this  compact, 
as  the  best  and  only  remedv  in  their  power ;  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  power  of  Congress 
upon  the  original  States  until  1808,  when  it  was 
believed,  restrictions  even  upon  the  original  States 
might  safely  commence,  but,  without  any  limita- 
tion or  suspension  of  power  over  the  subject,  as  to 
new  States.    But,  it  nas  been  said,  that  '^  migra- 
tion** applies  only  to  white  emigrants.    Sir,  if 
there  can  be  a  doubt  that  slaves  are  the  persons 
intended,  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution  will 
remove  it ;  for  that  article  is  wholly  in  favor  of 
slavefaolding  States,  and  provides,  that  '^  no  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  prior  to  1808,  shall  affect 
the  1st  and  4th  clauses  in  the  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  which  wholly  apply  to  slaves.    The  6th 
article  of  the  ordinance  or  1787,  excluding  slavery 
from  new  States,  but  permitting  reclamation  of 
fugitives  from  original  States  only,  must,  from  its 
analog  to  the  9th  section  and  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution,  have  been  in  view  of  the  Convention 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  and  has  a 
strong  bearing  on  this  subject.    Can  it  then  be 
doubted  that  Congress  have  a  superintending  and 
complete  power  over  this  subject,  except  only  as 
to  the  internal  regulations  in  tne  original  States  ? 
And  did  not  Congress  commence  this  work  by  a 
law  of  1807,  which  took  effect  on  the  1st  day  of 
the  year  1808  ?    Sir,  they  did ;  and  I  think  we  are 
bound  to  pursue  it. 

By  the  third  section  and  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution, ''  Congress  have  power  to  dispose  of 

*  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  as  to 

*  the  territories  and  other  property  of  the  United 

*  States.*'  This  power  has  been  exercised,  and 
with  a  speciid  view  to  exclude  slaverv  from  terri- 
tories, and  to  prepare  such  territories  tor  State  gov- 
ernment. And,  sir,  by  the  same  article  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "  new  States  may 
be  admitted  by  Congress  int6  this  Union;*'  not 
that  Congress  shall  admit,  at  all  events,  but  leav- 
ing it  with  Congress  to  admit,  or  not  admit,  a 
State  into  this  tJnion,  as  the  "  general  welfare  " 
may  require?  And  why  is  it  so?  Because,  by 
the  fourth  section  of  the  same  article,  "  the  United 

*  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union 
'  a  republican  form  or  government,  and  shall  pro- 
^  tect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and  against 

*  domestic  violence."  Sir,  with  this  view  of  the 
subiect,  can  we  doubt  the  course  we  should  take? 
Is  slavery  consistent  with  republican  principles ; 
or  with  the  "general  welfare "  of  this  nation ?  I 
think  not.    Sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that 


we  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  prohibit  ih 
farther  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  new  Sta:^' 
and  I  have  shown  that  slavery  has  been  prohiL: 
ed  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  and  no  new  Stair, 
except  Louisiana,  has  ever  been  admitted  wither 
this  restriction,  where  it  could  be  applied.  T:r 
States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  MississippL  an: 
Alabama,  were  carved  out  of  original  States,  ant 
though  other  conditions  were  annexed,  this  itstrk- 
tion  could  not,  Constitutionally,  be  annexed  as  a 
condition  of  their  admission.  As  to  the  admission 
of  Louisiana,  wi^out  this  restriction,  I  leareothen 
to  decide  how  far  that  act  accords  irith  sernnd  prin- 
ciples and  policy ;  but  that  Qongress  had  power 
to  enforce  this  restriction,  I  have  no  doubt. indeed. 
the  numerous  and  unusual  conditions  of  her  ad- 
mission evince  the  power. 

Why  then,  Mr.  Cnairman,  should  Missouri  ekun 
what  we  have  denied  to  our  other  citEzens  and  sis- 
ter States ;  and,  indeed,  what,  in  my  iudgmait 
we  have  no  power  to  grant?  This  bill  prop(^ 
to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  "upon  eqtssu 
footing  with  the  original  States ;"  but,  sir,  the  wan^ 
"  equal  footing  with  original  States"  arc  not  focsd 
in  the  Constitution,  but  in  the  ordinance  of  ITST 
which  excludes  slavery  for  ever.  And  here  u 
another  striking  evidence  that  those  who  estahlisk 
ed  this  ordinance  did  not  consider  slavery  amoss 
the  federal  or  common  rights  guarantiei^  by  tht 
Constitution,  to  new  States.  And  when  we  con- 
sider that  in  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution  were  many  of  the  same  men  whc 
established  this  ordinance ;  and  when  we  compart 
the  sixth  article  of  the  latter  with  the  mnth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
perceive  their  striking  analog,  how  can  we  doubt 
of  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  ? 

But  it  is  said  the  people  of  Missouri  demand 
this  right,  under  the  treaty  of  1803.  Sir,  the  Cos- 
stitution  is  paramount  to  the  treaty.;  and  aay  stip- 
idation  ii^consistent  with  the  Constitution  woolc 
be,  ipso/acto^  void ;  but  no  such  stipulation  is  found. 
We  may  give  this  treaty  full  latitude ;  we  ma} 
admit  Missouri,  as  a  State,  "into  the  Union  of  the 
'  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 

*  Federal  Constitution^  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
'  rij^hts,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 

*  of  the  United  States,"  agreeably  to  this  treaty, 
the  amendments  to  this  bill  notwithstanding; 
slavery  not  being  among  the  federal  rights  sti|h 
ulated  in  the  treaty,  nor  guarantied  by  the  Consti- 
tution. All  this  is  consistent  with  that  construe- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  for  \vhich  I  contend. 

But  I  never  can  conseut  to  admit  the  people  of 
Missouri,  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  Unioa 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  to  rights  which 
seven  of  the  thirteen  original  States  had  not,  nor 
claimed,  when  that  Constitution  was  adopted,  nor 
possessed  when  this  treaty  was  ratified}  and  which 
eleven  States  have  not  now.  Sir,  this  comptci 
was  between  the  original  States ;  a  majority  of 
whom,  at  least,  were  opposed  to  slavery ;  and  tbej 
provided  a  remedy  for  the  evil ;  the  compact  is 
sacred,  and  must  l^  carried  into  efifect.  sitf  the 
free  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  hsTe,  by 
their  constitution,  excluded  slavery,  and  believe 
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it  malum  in  se,  and  my  own  sentiments  sincerely 
accord  with  theirs.  To  admit  this  evil,  then^  would, 
as  to  myself,  be  a  departure  from  those  prmciples 
which  ought,  and,  I  hope,  ever  will  govern  me. 
But  we  are  cnarged  witn  inhumanity  and  hypo- 
crisy ;  it  is  even  said  that  we  ptrofess  a  disposition 
to  relieve  while  we  are  attemptinj^  to  confine  them 
within  narrow  limits,  in  order  to  effect  their  exter- 
mination! Sir,  there  is  no  foundation  for  this 
charge;  there  is  yet  room  enough,  and  te^ spare,  in 
thesfiLveholding  States,  for  all  the  natural  increase; 
but  if,  by  importation  or  otherwise,  it  should  be- 
come necessary,  they  may  be  sent  to  Africa,  or 
elsewhere,  from  whence  they  came. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  afe  willing  to  place  the 
people  of  Missouri  upon  an  equal  footing  with  our 
own  citizens  and  sister  States,  (all  other  things 
bein?  equal,)  can  we  do  more ;  or  can  they,  rea- 
sonaoly,  ask  more  ? 

The  Constitution,  under  which  they  claim  ad- 
mission, guaranties  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
freedom — a  republican  government;  and  distinctly 
points  to  an  existing  evil,  incompatible  with  the 
principles  establish^  for  its  basis,  and  prescribes 
the  best  and  only  remedy.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  this  solemn  compact  should  be  carried  into 
farther  eilect,  in  which  the  whole  nation  is  deeply 
concerned,  and  upon  which  their  prosperity  and 
happiness  materially  depend;  and  this  can  be  dbne 
without  clashing  with  the  rights,  or  detracting 
from  the  happiness  of  the  good  people  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  This  compact  bein^  between  the 
thirteen  original  and  (then) sovereign  States;  and 
the  people  of  Missouri,  or  Louisiana,  not  being  a 
party,  have  no  right  to  complain.  We  would  re- 
ceive them  into  the  Union,  with  open  arms,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  Constitutional  privileges 
which  appertain  to  them,  and  would  cheerfully 
invite  them  to  the  blessings  of  a  free  government, 
beyond  which  are, not  extended  to  any  other  people 
on  earth ;  but  we  cannot  surrender  tbos^  pure,  un- 
mixed principles  of  liberty^  purchased  at  so  high 
a  price,  ^nd  which  our  best  patriots  have  labored 
to  secure. 

Mr.  Chairman:  Lookback  to  times  which  tried 
the  "principles"  of  men;  to  the  Congress  of 
1774,  and  examine  the  proceeding  of  those  men 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  the  profes- 
sions and  tne  acts  of  those  patriots  all  speak  the 
same  lang;uage,  and  tend  to  tne  same  object — civil 
and  religious  liberty,  the  rights  of  man;  and  then 
say,  if  we  can  so  far  depart  from  their  principles, 
as  to  extend  slavery  over  this  free  and  happy  land. 
Is  there  no  evil  in  this  traffic?  Why  were  Con- 
gress so  assiduous  to  enforce  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
upon  our  citizens  now  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois ?  Why  was  your  law  of  1807  prepared  to 
meet  the  first  day  of  the  year  1808,  when  you 
could  first  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  mto' 
the  original  States? 

Why  are  your  statute  books  replete  with  penal 
laws  against  this  evil  ?  And  why  are  your  ships 
of  war  ordered  to  cruise  against  the  offenders,  cap- 
ture and  brinff  them  in  for  punishment  ? 

Sir,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  you  appro- 
priated no  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 


to  carry  these  laws  into  effect ;  extend  this  evil, 
and  Tou  must  enlarge  your  fleets;  your  Treasury 
will  oe  exhausted ! 

What  will  your  laws  avail,  if  you  suffer  this 
new  field,  this  immense  market,  to  be  opened  for 
daves? 

But,  sir,  what  will  the  nations  of  the  earth  think 
of  us  ?  What  shall  we  think  of  ourselves?  Can 
we  extend  this  evil  over  so  fair,  so  extensive  a  por- 
tion of  the  globe ;  even  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ?  no, 
sir,  we  cannot.  Let  us  close  the  door  against  this 
great  evO,  and  evince  to  an  attentive  world  that 
we  are  just,  as  well  as  free. 

And  now,  sir,  I  will  only  ask  your  attention  to 
an  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia, 
wherein^  when  treating  on  slavery  and  its  concom- 
itant evil  consequences,  that  distinguished  states- 
man makes  the  foUowinff  impreeeive  and  eciemifi  re- 
marks :  "^  Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my  country,  when 
'  I  reflect  that  God  is  just;  his  justice  cannot  sleep 
'  forever.  The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  whicn 
^  can  take  side  with  us,  in  such  a  contest." 

Mr.  Dowse,  of  Massachusetts,  followed  on  the 
same  si(k,  and  advocated  the  restriction  near  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia^  next  rose,  and,  af- 
ter a  few  remarks  from  him,  indicative  of  an  in- 
tention to  address  the  House  on  the  question,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise ;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


WfiDNESDAr,  February  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  obtain- 
ing a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  included  in 
the  Ohio  Company's  purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were*  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  money,  and  refister  for  the  land  office,  of 
Laurence  county,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  PufCKNEY  rose  to  offer  a  resolution.  He 
remarked,  that  in  the  year  1812,  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina  passed  a  law  to  prevent  duel- 
ling, which  had  had  great  effect  in  putting  a  stop 
to  It ;  but  it  was  discovered  that,  in  certain  ces- 
sions of  territory  in  the  harbor  ot  Charleston  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  United  States,  the  State  had 
omitted  to  retain  a  proper  jurisdiction  over  the 
ceded  ^ound.  upon  which,  consequently,  the  State 
authority  could  not  go,  eitiier  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  tne  State  laws,  or  to  arrest  those  who  had 
fled  from  justice.  With  the  view  of  remedying 
this  evil,  he  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

JUiohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  expediency  of  rretoring  to  all  the  States  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ceded  U>  them  for  forts 
and  arsenals,  eo  far  as  respects  the  execution  of  their 
State  laws  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  crimes, 
and  recovery  of  debts. 

Mr.  PiNCKNET,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  McLanb, 
of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 
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BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
from  the  several  banks  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  circulation,  within 
the  said  District,  of  noted  of  a  denomination  under 
five  dollars,  made  a  rtspoxt  thereon,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of. 
Columbia,  aiid  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  cooomitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  Saturday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colambia,  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  petitions  with  rcepect  to  the  banks 
of  the  District,  and  a  resoltttion  directing  an  iaqoiry 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibidng  the  circulation  within 
the  same  of  notes  of  a  denomination  under  five  dol- 
lars, have,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  con* 
•ideration ;  and,  after  much  deUberation  and  reflection, 
prepared  a  bill  in  relation  tberetOi  which  accompanies 
this  report. 

In  the  prosecution  of  tho  various  inquiries  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  directed,  they  were 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  most  serious  injury 
would  result  to  the  District  from  an  effort,  at  this  time, 
suddenly  to  call  in  a  considerable  part  of  the  debt  due 
to  the  several  banks.  While  the  price  of  the  staple 
commodity  of  the  Potomac  market  is  unusually  de- 
pressed, such  a  measure  would  expose  to  sale,  at  a  great 
sacrifice,  much  of  the  real  property  of  the  District — 
would  totally  prostrate  its  remaining  commerce — and 
prove  alike  injurious  to  all  classes  of  its  citizens.  It  is 
needless  to  say,  that  such  a  calamity  would  be  sensi- 
bly hit  by  the  adjacent  country. 

While  the  committee  have  been  strongly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  muIlipUcation  of  banks  within 
tho  Dbtrict  has  been  pushed  to  an  extent  injurious 
both  to  the  lender  and  the  borrower,  they  could  find 
no  safe  remedy  for  t|ii*  imprudence  in  a  sudden  pros- 
tration of  the  exiating  •banks,  nor  in  a  forced  consoli- 
dation of  them  into  a  smaller  number. 

The  evil  of  excessive  banking  has  its  consequen- 
tial or  natural  corrective  in  the  reduced  profits  of  the 
stockholder,  and  the  frequent  embarrassments  of  his 
debtor. 

This  remedy  your  committee  found  already  in  oper- 
ation. The  Franklin  Bank  has  asked  for  time  only 
to  wind  up  its  af^atrs.  Several  other  banks,  it  is  be- 
lieved, like  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  will  not 
avail  themselves  of  the  small  extension  afforded  to  their 
charters  by  this  bill,  except  with  a  view  either  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  or  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  presented  to  tbem  by  this  bill  of  unit- 
ing their  funds,  and  saving  the  annual  expense  of  a 
double  or  triple  set  of  officers,  and  a  like  waste  of  fixed 
cajoital. 

The  committee  would  have  endeavored  to  prescribe 
the  principlea  of  the  associations  expected  to  arise  from 
the  disposition  manifested  by  the  banks  to  redoeo  their 
number  by  consolidation ;  but  they  thought  it  better 
to  leave  those  compromises,  in  which  con^dezable  dif- 
ficulties are  to  be  encountered  and  removed,  to  be 
settled  by  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  circum- 
stances  of  the  difierent  banks.  More  harmony  will  be 
thereby  assured  to  the  society  of  the  District,  so  likely 
to  be  agitated  by  questions  vitally  important  to  iu 
prosperity. 


To  coerce  a  consolidation  of  the  banks,  it  was  be- 
lieved, would  prove  not  less  injurious  to  their  istereat, 
and  to  that  of  the  community  around  them,  than  to 
deny  to  them  an  opportunity  of  effecting  such  a  con- 
solidation in  a  mode  adapted  to  both. 

In  preferring  two  banks  to  a  single  one,  in  eacli  of 
tbe  towns  of  the  District,  the  committee  haw  accom* 
modated  the  number  to  tbe  wishes  of  a  great  majority 
of  their  inhabitants;  and  have  preserved  tho  rostrainf 
of  competition  upon  institutions,  which,  paitakiofg  of 
the  character  of  powerful  monopolies,  might,  witbooc 
this  salutary  oorrective,  degenerate  into  cabals  Ibr  pei- 
vate  and  sinister  purposes. 

Tho  District  of  Columbia,  although  poeseseing  very 
narrow  dimensions,  is  marked  by  strong  moral  as 
well  as  phyaicai  divisions ;  and  in  all  legislation  for 
its  local  concerns,  its  towns,  if  their  wishes  are  at  ail 
consulted,  must  be  regarded  as  distinct  and  aeparato 
communities.  Any  other  course  of  legislation,  instead 
of  effacing,  would  render  those  diviaions  more  promi- 
nent and  injurious. 

Tbe  committee  hsve  equally  consulted  the  fntercst 
of  the  country,  whose  circulating  medium  is  derived 
in  part  at  least  from  this  District,  and  whose  chief  mar- 
ket is  there  found.  It  would  be  an  unmerited  reproach 
upon  the  District  banks,  to  charge  them  with  an  ex- 
cessive circulation.  V/ith  an  actual  capital  of  live  and 
a  half  milliotts,  «nd  a  debt  due  to  them  of  aix  miDioiis 
eight  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars,  they  have  a  circa- 
lation  of  but  eight  hundred  and  forty  thoosand;  which 
is  less  than  one  moiety  of  their  circulation  at  thectuae 
of  the  year  1818;  but  little  more  than  ODo-thiid  of 
that  of  the  year  next  preceding ;  and  about  a  moiety  of 
tbe  average  annual  circulation  of  the  last  ten  years. 
Yet,  the  accompanying  bill  is  beUeved  to  furnish  addi- 
tional securities  to  the  country  against  excessive  bank 
irsues. 

Tho  circulation  of  notes  by  corporations^  institnted 
for  purposes  wholly  distinct  from  banking,  is  an  eva- 
sion of  a  former  act  of  Congress,  for  which,  the  bill, 
conforming  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  provides  a 
similar  remedy. 

To  preserve  some  specie  in  circulation,  for  purposes 
to  which  it  can  be  more  conveniently  applied  than  pa- 
per, and  with  less  danger  of  actual  loss  to  society ;  to 
invite  and  retain  a  larger  supply  at  home^  against  the 
arrival  of  unforeseen  emergencies;  are  among  the  mo- 
tivea  which  have  dictated  the  prowiriona  for  the  exclu- 
aion  of  smaU  notes  from  circulation.  A  part  only  ef 
the  District  banks  have  now  the  power  to  issue  tkem. 
None  of  those  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Virginia 
are  allowed  to  do  so;  and  Maryland  cannot  be expeded 
to  follow  this  prudent  example,  while  Congress  au* 
thorizes  the  emiision  of  such  notes  in  tbe  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  premium  charged  for  the  charten  of  the  consoi- 
idated  -banks,  is  less  than  a  moiety  of  the  annual  reve- 
nue which  their  consolidation  will  save  them.  Appli- 
ed, as  the  bill  proposes,  to  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  indigent,  it  will  more  widely  diffuse  the  blesa- 
ing  of  instruction  around  the  seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, and  illustrate  a  policy  which,  if  the  people 
of  America  did  not  begin,  they  have  the  glory  to  have 
prosecuted  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other  nation. 

[The  following  are  the  outlines  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  for  extending  the  char- 
ters of  the  different  banks  in  the  District. 

Section  I  provides  for  continuing  the  charters  until 
the  I6th  day  of  June,  1825. 
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Section  2  proTidaa  for  the  recoTexy  of  ten  per  cent 
interest  on  all  notes  iuued  by  any  bank,  or  aepositea 
made  in  such  bank,  on  failure  to  pay  the  same  in  the 
legal  currency  of  the  country  when  demanded— «nd 
further,  for  annulling  the  charter  of  such  bank. 

Section  3  prohibits  the  issuing  of  notes  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  by  any  bank  in  the  District,  of  a 
less  denomiostion  than  five  dollars,  under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  its  chs^rter. 

Section  4  makes  it  penal  for  any  president,  director, 
officer,  or  servant  of  any  bank  to  commit  any  kind  of 
fraud  on  the  bank. 

Section  5  prohibits  the  president,  directors,  officers, 
or  servants  of  any  bank  which  may  have  failed  to  re- 
deem its  iwues  in  lawful  currency,  by  themselves  or 
agents,  from  receiving  or  purchasing  such  issues  or 
obligations  at  less  than  is  specified  on  the  face  thereof, 
under  a  penalty  of  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 

Section  6  provides  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Columbia  to  1840. 

Section  7  annuls  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  allowing  five  years  to  wind  up  the  con- 
cerns of  the  ssme. 

Section  6  makes  it  necessary  that  the  banks  shall 
signify  in  writing  their  acceptance  of  this  act,  within 
six  months  slier  its  pssssge  ;  otherwise  they  must  pro- 
ceed to  wind  up  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Franklin 
Baak. 

Sections  8, 10,  11,  and  IS,  make  it  penal  ^  any 
corporation  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  iasne 
any  money  bills  aAer  the  first  dsy  of  Jannary  next* 

Sections  19  and  14  make  provision  for  the  consolida^ 
ttcm  of  any  nnmber,  not  exceeding  three,  of  the  banks 
in  Alexandria,  whoee  charters  have  been 'continued,  into 
one  bank,  under  such  name  as  they  may  agree  upon, 
and  grant  a  charter  to  such  bank  en  the  same  terms 
as  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  now  holda  its 
chartef  until  the  year  1640 ;  and  likewiBe  grant  the 
same  privileges  to  the  ether  banks  to  unite  in  one, 
provided  that  the  capitsl  of  the  two  banks  shall  not 
exeeed  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Sections  Ifisnd  16  make  the  same  provision  for  eon- 
solidatingthe  banks  of  Washington  and  (Georgetown. 

Section  1 7  provides  for  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis  until  the  year  1840. 

Section  18  provides  ibr  taking  the  sense  of  the  stoefc- 
bolden  in  relation  to  the  subjects  before  referred  to. 

Section  19  points  out  the  method  b?  which  the 
banks  msy  avail  tbemseWes  of  the  provision  f<tf  amal- 
gamation. 

Section  20  imposes  a  tax  of  one-siith  of  one  per 
centum  on  the  capital  stock  of  each  bank,  when  their 
profits  amount  to  aix  per  cent,  per  annum  to  the  steck- 
holders,  to  be  expended  on  ed«eating  the  poor  of  the 
respective  counties.] 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Strother  offered  the  foilowing  joint  reso- 
lution : 

Hesoivedf  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Vmted  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assemoiedf  That  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress, from  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  the  year  1783,  to  the  formation  of  the  pres- 
sent  Government,  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  be  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  thst  one  thou- 
sand copies  thereof  be  printed  and  deposited  in  the 
Library,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  Congress. 


The  resolution  hariaff  been  twice  read^  Mr. 
Strother  moved  that  it  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow.  He  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  its  taking  this  course^  which  would  af- 
ford the  opponents  of  the  proposition,  if  it  had  any, 
the  opportunity  fully  to  urge  their  objections ;  and 
would  have  the  advantage,  should  it  meet  the  favor 
of  the  House,  of  being  acted  on  at  o^ce,  and  noC 
lost  or  endangered  by  the  delay  that  would  attend 
the  usual  course  of  commitment  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  dec. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed  to 
the  modon ;  and  hciped,  as  it  was  a  proposition  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  money,  that  it  would 
take  the  ordinary  course,  and  be  committed.  He 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  ordering  the  resolution  now  to  a  third  reading. 
He  was  a  member,  he  said,  of  t)ie  Old  Confess, 
and  knew  very  well  what  the  secret  part  of  its 
journal  contained,  and,  should  it  be  ordered  to  be 
published,  the  House  would  find.that  the  little  cost 
which  the  printing  would  incur  would  be  well 
laid  out. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Strotheb, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Livkhmors,  as  to  the  course 
proper  for  the  resolution  to  take.  Mr-  Smith  with- 
drew his  motion  j  and  the  resolution  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  restrictive 
arocadment/proposed  to  this  bill.  - 

Mr.  Randolph. rose  and  addressed  the  Commit- 
tee nearly  three  hours  against  the  amendment ;  but 
had  not  concluded  his  remarks,  when  he  gave  way 
for  a  motion  for  die  Committee  to  rise ;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  3. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  a  company 
of  Swiss,  who  propose  setUing  in  the  United  States, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  public  lands.^  sufficient  to 
contain  three  or  four  thoui^and  families,  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  €»,  also,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  manufactures  of  cotton^  woollen, 
flaxen,  and  silken  goods,  and  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine,  the  olive,  ana  the  mulberry  tree — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating,  that 
the  copy  of  the  act  of  Uie  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy, 
dated  April  the  17th,  1818,  was  contained  in  a 
printed  gazette;  that  it  has  been  mislaid;  and 
that,  after  the  most  diligent  search,  it  has  not  been 
found ;  this  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting two  statements,  with  such  information  as 
he  is  Me  to  give,  in  answer  to  the  resolutions  of- 
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fered  by  Mr*- Str other,  and  adopted  by  this  House, 
on  the  18th  ult. ;  whicii  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Q^uartermaster  Greneral,  with  sundry  state- 
ments of  the  sums  claimed  and  paid  to  Colonel 
James  Johnson,  for  transportation  lor  the  troo]^  of 
the  United  States  ordered  up  the  Missouri  nver, 
rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  24th 
ult. ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Law  and  Elliott ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  A.  Dix,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providin^a bell,  to  be  suspended  near  tne  light- 
house on  "West  Q,uoddy  Head,"  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  to  be  ninff  in  fogffy  weather,  to  indicate  the 
passage  for  ressels  into  tne  harbors  of  Eastport  and 
Lubec. 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  representation  of  the 
President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  stating,  that  they  are  about 
to  commence  the  execution  of  the  object  to  which 
their  views  hare  been  long  directed,  and  without 
a  larger  and  more  sudden  increase  of  their  funds 
than  can  be  expected  from  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  individuab,  their  progress  must  be  slow 
and  uncertain ;  they  therefore  pray  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Department  may  be  authorized  to  extend 
to  the  society  such  pecuniary  and  other  aid,  as  it 
may  be  thought  to  require  and  deserve ;  and  that 
the  subscribers  to  the  said  society  may  be  incorpo- 
rated by  act  of  Confess,  to  enable  them  to  act 
with  more  efficiency  m  carrying  on  the  great  and 
important  objects  for  which  they  have  associated ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
60  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  African  slave  trade.  7^®  memorial  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Howie  of 

RepreaentativeM  of  the  United  States  .* 

Tbo  Praaident  and  Board  of  Managars  of  the  Ame- 
rican Colonization  Society  raapactfnUy  represent  that, 
being  about  to  commence  the  ezecation  of  the  object 
to  which  their  viewa  have  been  long  directed,  they 
deem  it  proper  and  neceaaary  to  addreaa  themaeWaa  to 
the  legislative  coancil  of  their  country.  They  traat 
that  this  object  will  be  considered,  in  itself,  of  great 
national  importance,  will  be  found  inseparably  con- 
nected with  another,  vitally  afiecUng  the  honor  and 
interest  of  this  nation,  and  leading,  in  its  consequen- 
ces, to  the  most  desirable  results. 

Believing  that  examination  and  reflection  will  show 
that  such  are  ita  connexions  and  tendency,  they  are 


encouraged  to  present  themselves,  and  their  cause, 
where  they  know  that  a  pnblic  meaaare,  having  these 
advantages,  cannot  fail  to  receive  all  the  conntenaBce 
and  aid  it  may  require. 

The  last  census  shows  the  number  of  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States,  and  their  rapid  increase. 
Supposing  them  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio,  it  will 
appear  how  large  a  proportion  of  our  populaiion  will, 
in  the  course  of  even  «  few  years,  eonaiat  of  peraoni  of 
that  deacription. 

No  argument  is  neceaaary  to  ahow  that  this  is  voy 
far  indeed  from  constituting  an  increase  of  cor  pbys- 
cal  strength ;  nor  can  there  be  a  population,  in  say 
country,  neutral  aa  to  ita  efiecta  upon  aocicty.    The 
least  observation  ahows  that  thia  deacription  of  per- 
sons are  not,  and  cannot  be,  either  useful  or  hsfpv 
among  us ;  and  many  conaiderationa,  which  need  oat 
be  mentioned,  prove,  beyond  dispute,  that  it  is  beet, 
for  all  the  partiea  interested,  that  there  should  be  t 
separation ;  that  those  who  are  now  free*  and  those 
who  may  become  »o  hereafter,  ahould  be  provided  witk 
the  means  of  attaining  to  a  atate  of  respectability  and 
happineas,  which,  it  is  certain,  they  have  never  jet 
reached,  and,  therefore,  can  never  be  likely  to  reacb, 
in  this  country. 

Several  of  the  States,  deeply  intereated  in  thia  sub- 
ject, have  already  applied  to  the  General  GovemoKot; 
and,  concurring  in  the  viewa  of  your  memorialistB, 
both  from  considerations  of  jnstice  towards  theoiaeivee 
and  humanity  to  the  eolordd  people,  have  ezpicsaed, 
to  the  General  Government,  their  deaire  that  a  oooa- 
try  ahould  be  procured  for  them,  in  the  land  of  tkk 
forefathen,  to  which  audi  of  them  aa  ahoqld  cboMS  lo 
avail  themaelvea  of  the  opportunity  might  be  raaMved. 
It  haa  been  the  one  single  object  of  the  Society,  whi^ 
your  memorialists  repreaent,  to  eflbct  thia  end-    They 
have  made  the  moat  cantioua  and  particular  inqaiiica 
aa  to  the  practicability  of  auch  a  plan,  and  ita  prae- 
pacts  of  success,  both  in  this  country  and  in  A&ea, 
and  they  are  warranted  in  declaring  that  there  are  no 
diQ&cultiea  which  they. do  not  confidently  expect  will 
be  easi^  overcome  by  a  moderate  exertion  oif  diacre- 
tion  and  perseverance. 

In  this  country,  and  in  almost  every  part  of  it,  they 
have  foond  a  aealoua  and  decided  approbatioB  ex- 
preaaed,  both  in  worda  and  deeda,  by  a  vaat  majority 
of  all  daasea  of  our  citixena;  and  thia  aentiment  ii 
continually  increaaing  as  the  measure  beoomea  moR 
the  subject  of  discussioQ  and  reflection.  Ita  impoit- 
aace  all  admit ;  and  ita  praeticability,  theugh  doubted 
by  many,  at  firat,  ia  daily  lesa  queationed. 

The  two  laat  reporta  of  the  Society,  to  which  your 
memorialtats  beg  leave  to  refer,  ahow  the  aneoeoa  of 
their  mission  to  Africa,  and  the  result  of  their  inqoiriea 
upon  that  continent.  From  those  it  is  maniieat  that 
a  aituation  can  be  readily  obtained,  favorable  to  earn- 
merce  and  agriculture,  in  a  healthy  and  fbrtile  coun- 
try, and  that  the  nativea  are  well  diapoaed  to  give 
every  encouragement  to  the  establishment  of  sndi  a 
settlement  among  them.  Thua,  it  appears,  that  an. 
object  of  great  national  concern,  already  expressly  de- 
sired by  some  of  the  States,  and  truly  desirable  to  all, 
receiving,  also,  the  approbation  of  thoae  upon  whom 
it  is  more  immediately  to  operate,  is  brought  within 
our  reach. 

But  this  subject  derives,  perhaps,  its  chief  interest 
from  its  connexion  with  a  measure  which  has,  already, 
to  the  honor  of  our  country,  occupied  the  ^eliberatioos 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
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Yoar  memorUUtts  refer,  with  pleuuro,  to  the  act, 
paued  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  supplementary 
to  the  act  formerly  passed  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade.  The  means  afforded,  by  the  provisions 
of  that  act,  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  object,  are 
certainly  great;  but  the  total  extirpation  of  this  dis- 
graceful trade  cannot,  perhaps,  be  expected  from  any 
measures  which  rely  alone  upon  the  employment  of  a 
maritime  force,  however  considerable. 

The  profits  attending  it  are  so  extraordinary,  that 
the  cupidity  of  the  unprincipled  will  still  be  tempted 
to  <x)ntinoe  it,  as  long  as  there  is  any  chance  of  es- 
caping the  vigilance  of  the  cruisers  engaged  against 
them.  From  the  beat  information  yoor  memorialbts 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  of  the  nataro,  causes,  and 
course  of  this  trade,  and  of  the  present  situation  of  the 
coast  of  Africa,  and  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the 
natives,  they  are  well  assured  that  the  suppression  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  the  civilization  of  the  na- 
tives, are  measures  of  indispeqsable  connexion. 

Such  an  opinion  has  been  avowed,  many  years  ago, 
by  those  best  acquainted  with  this  subject,  and  expe- 
rience has  abundantly  confirmed  it. 

The  documents  and  papers  which  your  memorial- 
iste  had  heretofore  the  honor  of  presenting  to  Con- 
gress, and  those  contained  in  the  late  reports  of  the 
society,  prove  this  position. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  English  settlement 
at  Sierra  Leone,  the  slave  trade  has  been  rapidly  ceas- 
ing upon  that  part  of  the  coast. 

Not  only  the  kingdoms  in  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, but  those  upon  the  Sherbro  and  Bagroo  rivers, 
and  others  with  whom  the  people  of  that  settlement 
have  opened  M  communication,  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  abandoir  it,  and  are  turning  their  attention  to 
the  ordinary  and  innocent  punuits^of  civilized  na- 
tioni. 

That  the  same  consequences  will  result  from  similar 
settlements  cannot  bo  doubted.  When  the  natives 
there  see  that  the  European  commodities,  for  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  exchange  their  fellow- 
beings,  until  vsst  and  fertile  regions  have  become  al- 
most depopulated,  can  be  more  easily  and  safely  ob- 
tained by  other  pursuits,  can  it  be  believed  that  thev 
will  hesitate  to  profit  by  the  experience  ?  Nor  will 
the  advantages  of  civilization  be  alone  exhibited.  That 
religion,  whose  mandate  is  '^ peace  on  esrth  and  good 
will  towards  men,"  will  **  do  its  errand  ;'*  will  deliver 
them  from  the  bondage  of  their  mtaerable  superstitions, 
and  display  the  same  triumphs  which  it  is  achieving 
in  every  land. 

That  such  points  of  settlement  would  diffuse  their 
light  sround  the  coast,  and  gradually  dispel  the  dark- 
ness which  has  BO  long  enshrouded  that  continent, 
would  be  a  reasonable  hope,  and  would  justify  the  at- 
tempt, even  if  experience  had  not  ascertained  its  suc- 
cess. Although,  therefore,  much  may  be  effected  by 
the  vigilant  operations  of  a  well  diepoeed  naval  force, 
it  is  to  be  foared  that  much  will  always  remain  to  be 
done,  nntil  some  degree  of  civilization  is  attained  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  present 
measures,  therefore,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  if  unconnected  with  others  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  natives,  must  be  long  continued,  and  the 
effects  produced  by  them  will  be  partial,  tedious,  and 
uncertain ;  and  the  least  relaxation  of  this  vigilance 
will  revive  it. 

But  those  measures,  and  all  others  involving  ex- 
pense and  labor,  may  be  withdrawn,  as  soon  as  these 


I  establishments  upon  the  coast  become  strong  enough  to 
participate  in  the  contest  against  avarice  and  inhu- 
manity, and  sliall  obtain,  from  their  evident  advan- 
tages over  the  natives,  a  proper  influence  among  them. 
And  here  your  memorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to 
suggest  their  fears  that  many  of  the  profligate  adven- 
turers in  this  trade  will  evade  the  search  of  our  cruis- 
ers by  their  artful  contrivances  in  disguising  their  na- 
tional character.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
slave  ships  of  other  nations  assume  the  flags  and  char- 
acter of  Americans  to  evade  the  search  of  British 
cruisers.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  to  be  expected  that  the 
act  lately  passed  will  often  be  defeated  by  American 
slave  ships  assuming  a  foreign  flag  and  character  1  A 
careful  consideration  of  this  subject  has  convinced  us 
that  all  our  efibrts  will  be  insufficient  to  accomplish 
their  purposes,  tuless  some  friendly  arrangement  can 
be  made  among  the  maritime  Powers  of  the  w^rld, 
which  shall  leave  no  shelter  to  those  who  deserve  to  be 
considered  and  treated  as  the  common  enemies  of 
mankind. 

Whether  a  permission,  under  any  modification,  to 
certain  specified  ships,  or  in  certain  latitudes,  to  search 
and  seize  slave  ebips,  under  our  flag,  such  as  Great 
Britain,  and  other  fiuiopean  Powers,  have  mutually 
given  to  each  other,  can  be  properly  granted  by  our 
Government,  we  cheerfully  leave  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Congress  to  determine.  Yoor  memorialists 
will  only  express  their  hope  and  belief  that  your  delib- 
erations upon  this  interesting  subject  will  enable  you 
to  discern  a  way,  without  any  oompiomitment  of  ear 
national  honor,  by  which  our  country  may  be  placed 
among  the  foremost  and  and  most  efficient  asserters  of 
the  rights  of  humanity.  But  your  memorialists  hum- 
bly consider  that  the  colonization  of  Afirica  offers  tho 
most  powerful  and  indispensable  auxiliary  to  the 
means  already  adopted,  for  the  extermination  of  a  trade 
which  is  now  exciting  in  every  ooontiy  that  indigna^* 
tion,  which  has  been  long  since  felt  and  expressed  in 
this* 

No  nation  has  it  so  much  in  its  power  to  fhmish 
proper  settlers  for  such  establishments  as  this ;  no  na- 
tion has  so  deep  an  interest  in  thus  disposing  of  them. 
By  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  before  re- 
ferred to,  the  captives  who  may  be  taken  by  our  cruis- 
ers, from  the  slave  ships  are  to  be  taken  to  Africa,  and 
delivered  to  the  custody  of  agents  appointed  by  the 
President.  There  will  then  be  a  settlement  of  cap- 
tured negroes  upon  the  coast,  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  already  adopted.  And  it  is  evidently  meet 
important,  if  not  necessary,  to  such  a  settlement,  that 
the  civilized  people  of  color  of  this  country,  whose  in- 
dustry, enterprise,  and  knowledge  of  agriculture  and 
the  arts,  would  render  them  most  useful  assistants, 
should  be  connected  with  such  an  establishment 

When,  therefore,  the  object  of  tho  Colonization  So- 
ciety is  viewed  in  connexion  with  that  entire  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade  which  your  memorialists  trust 
it  is  resolved  shall  be  effected,  its  importance  becomes 
obvious  in  the  extreme.  The  beneficial  consequences 
resulting  from  success  in  such  a  measure,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  calculate.  To  the  general  cause  of  humanity 
it  will  afford  the  most  rich  and  noble  contribution,  and 
for  the  nation  that  regards  that  cause,  that  employs  its 
power  in  its  behalf,  it  cannot  fail  to  procure  a  propor- 
tionate reward.  It  is  by  such  a  course  that  a  nation 
insures  to  itself  the  protection  and  fovor  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  World.  Nor  are  there  wanting  views 
and  considerations,  arising  from  our  peculiar  political 
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iAttitotions,  which  woald  juitify  the  sure  expectation 
of  the  most  signal  blefaings  to  oQrielvee  from  the  ac- 
complishment of  BQch  an  object.  If  one  of  these  con- 
eequences  shall  be  the  gradual  and  almost  imperceptt* 
h\e  removal  of  a  national  evil,  which  all  unite  in  la- 
menting, and  for  which,  with  the  roost  intense,  but, 
hitherto,  hopelestf  anxiety,  the  patriots  and  statesmen 
of  our  country  hare  labored  to  discover  a  remedy,  who 
can  doubt,  that,  of  aH  the  blessings  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  bequeath  to  our  descendants,  this  will  re- 
ceive the  richest  tribute  of  their  thanks  and  veneration  ? 

Your  momorialistt  cannot  believe  that  such  an  evil, 
univenally  acknowledged  and  deprecated,  has  been 
irremovably  fixed  upon  us.  Some  way  will  always  be 
opened  by  Providence  by  which  a  people  desirous  of 
ftottng  justly  and  benevolently  may  be  led  to  the  at- 
tainment of  a  meritorious  ol^ect.  And  they  believe 
that,  of  all  the  plans  that  the  most  sagacious  and  dia- 
eernlng  of  our  patriots  have  suggested,  for  efifecting 
What  they  have  so  greatly  desired,  the  Colonization  oif 
Africa,  in  the  manner  proposed,  presents  the  fkirest 
proapeeta  of  aacoeaa.  But  if  it  be  admitted  to  be  ever 
m  doubtful,  whether  this  happy  reault  aball  be  the  re« 
ward  of  our  azertions,  yet,  if  great  and  oartain  be»a- 
fits  immediately  attend  theiQ,  why  may  not  othats,  atill 
greater,  Idttow  them  1 

In  a  work  evidently  progressive,  who  ahali  aaaign 
limita  to  the  good  that  zeal  and  penetei ance  shall  be 
permitted  toecoompliah !  Your  memorialiata  beg  leave 
to  atate  that,  having  expended  «onaid#rable  funda  in 
proseeutiDg  their  inquiries  and  making  prepaimtionB, 
they  are  now  about  to  aend  out  a  colony,  and  complete 
the  purehase,  already  stipulated  ibr  with  the  nathre 
kings  end  ebieia  of  Sherbro,  of  a  anitable  territory  for 
their  establishment  The  number  they  a  re  now  enabled 
te  tnusaportand  provide  ibr,  is  but  a  email  proportion  of 
the  pec^e  ol  color  who  have  expraaaed  their  deaire  to 
go ;  and  without  a  larger  and  more  audden  increaae  of 
their  funds  than  can  be  expected  from  the  voluntary 
contribotiona  of  individuals,  their  progress  must  be 
alow  and  uncertain.  They  have  alwaya  flattered  them- 
selvea  with  the  hope  that  whe9  it  was  aeen  they  had 
aumkounted  the  ditficulties  of  preparation,  and  afaown 
that  means  applied  to  the  execution  of  their  design 
would  lead  directly  end  evidently  to  its  acoompliah- 
meot,  they  would  be  able  to.  obtain  for  it  the  national 
countenance  and  aaaiatanoe.  To  this  point  they  have 
arrived ;  and  they,  therefore,  respectfully  requeat  that 
this  interesting  subject  may  receive  the  consideration 
of  your  honorable  body,  and  that  the  Executive  De- 
partment may  be  authorized,  in  aoch  way  aa  may  meet 
your  approbation,  to  extend  to  this  ol>ject  such  pecani- 
«tfy  and  other  aid  as  it  mey  be  thought  to  require  and 
deserve. 

Your  memorialists  further  request,  that  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  American  Colonization  Society  may  be  in- 
corporated, by  act  of  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  act 
with  more  efficiency  in  carrying  on  the  great  and  im- 
portant objects  of  the  Society,  and  to  enable  themi 
with  more  economy,  to  manage  the  benevolent  contri- 
butions intrusted  to  their  care. 

Signed  by  John  Mason,  W.  Jones,  B.  B.  Caldwell, 
and  F.  S.  Key,  committee. 

WAeaiHOToir,  Febntary  1,  1820. 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

The  engrossed  resolutioii  for  authorizing  the 
pubtication  of  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Congress 
under  the  Confederation,  from  the  Treaty  of  Peace 


of  1783  to  the  formation  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing stated  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Maryland,  expressed  his  desire 
to  hear  from  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it 
some  explanation  o?  the  object  of  this  proposition, 
and  of  the  particular  reasons  which  at  tms  time 
called  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Steotbsr,  of  .Virginia,  rose  in  sufipoit  of 
the  resolution.  By  a  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, be  said,  directions  had  been  given  for  the 
pttbUcation  oi  the  Secret  Journal  and  th«  ForoBB 
Correspondence  of  the  Old  Congress  up  to  me 
Treaty  of  1783;  and  why  it  had  stopped  there^  he 
was  at  a  ices  to  conceive.  The  theory  of  oar 
Gtovernment,  he  said,  wae,  that  it  stood  on  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people ;  and  its  prac- 
tice should  be,  that  public  men  should  be  judged 
of  by  their  acts.  He  was  of  opinion,  with  a  col- 
league who  yesterday  expressed  that  sentiment^ 
that  the  tree  should  be  judged  of  by  its  firutt ;  and 
he  wished  now  for  an  opportunity  to  'see  the  fimit 
that  he  might  jndse  of  the  tree.  What  objection, 
he  asked,  could  be  made  to  this  pro])osition  ? 
Mp9t  of  tne  men  who  had,  at  the  period  to  which 
this  proposition  referred,  taken  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions ofCon^ess,  had  descended  to  the  tomb,  and 
their  memories  were  justly  venerated^  Some,  be 
said,  yet  lired^  mingling  in  public  life,  and  eagerly 
courting  its  distinctions.  If  their  course  bad  bees 
generous  and  frank,  they  could  hare  no  objectifiD 
to  a  disclosure  of  the  transactions  of  that  day. 
Who,  he  asked,  were  interested  in  conocaliBg  the 
transactions  of  that  day  from  the  Americaa  peo- 
ple? Not,  he  Was  sure,  the  descendants  of  those 
who  were  now  slumbering  in  the  tomb ;  it  must 
be.  if  any^  the  survivors,  wm)  were  yet  struggling  for 
political  influence  or  advancement — ^rho  wSied 
to  set  yet  higher  than  they  were  on  the  potiticaJ 
ladder.  If,  said  Mr.  3.,  I  had  had  the  fortoDe  to 
have  had  an  ancestor  who  contributed  largdy  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  and  to 
the  measures  which  succeeded  m  confirming  it 
should  I  oppose  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House,  I  should  think,  by  so  doin^»  I  assailed  die 
reputation  of  my  parent  Could  it  be,  he  asked, 
that  any  gentleman  objected  to  this  resolve  frun 
feelings  of  friendship  \o  any  who  were  engaged 
in  the  occurrences  oi  tbat  day?  Was  there  any 
one  who  was  desirous  to  shut  out  light  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  a  reputation  surreptitiottaly  ob- 
tained ?  He  trusted  not  The  Constitution  itself, 
he  said,  required  that  ,the  Journals  of  Congie» 
should  be  published,  unless  where  important  eir- 
enmstances  should  require. a  di£ferait  coarse: — 
Ought  we, he  asked,  to  have  State  secrets?  W«e 
tiiere  any  movements,  either  under  the  old  Con- 
fedemcy  or  the  present  form  of  Qovemment,  which 
were  not  fit  to  be  seen  by  the  American  people? 
Was  that  period  of  degeneracy  already  amved 
that  the  acts  of  the  Government  were  so  corrupt 
as  not  to  be  fit  to  be  seen?  He  could  see  no  pos- 
sible objection  to  the  publication  of  the  Joumu  in 
question.  He  knew,  ne  said,  that  this  Was  a  deli- 
cate topic  with  some,  who  shrunk  from  the  in- 
quiry — ^why,  he  could  not  divine.    This  very  seo- 
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sitiveness.  he  said,  was  ;vrith  him  an  argament  in 
favor  of  tne  resolution.  Would  any  honest  public 
agent,  he  asked,  desire  a  veil  to  be  drawn  over  his 
acts,  to  hide  his  conduct  from  the  public  eye  ?  He 
conceived  not.  At  that  time,  he  said,  we  had  a 
negotiation  on  foot  with  Spain,  which  had  termi- 
nated lately  in  the  celebrated  Florida  Treaty. 

He  chose  to  explore  this  long  and  intricate  ne- 
gotiation, so  as  to  ascertain  me  extent  of  the 
claims  of  each  party  at  difierent  times,  and  the 
various  points  in  negotiation  between  them.  He 
saw  no  occasion  for  further  concealment.  And, 
with  regard  to  diplomatic  secrets,  so  far  as  we 
have,  in  the  administKation  of  our  Government, 
gone  into  the  winding  and  devious  course  of  Eu- 
ropean diplomacy,  we  have  departed  from  princi- 
ple. He  took  to  himself  some  share  of  the  Uame 
of  the  publication  of  this  part  of  our  historv  hav- 
ing been  sd  long  withheld,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
been  two  years  m  Congress  without  having  pro- 
posed it.  On  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of^the 
people,  be  said,  this  Gk)vernment  was  based,  as  on 
a  rock,  firm  and  stable  as  the  pillars  of  the  nni- 
verse.  Are  they  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  know- 
led^e  of  their  own  history — of  the  proceedbgs  of 
their  own  Goremment  f  It  would  be  a  heresj*, 
damning  (in  his  opinion)  to. the  character  of  this 
Congress,  if  thev  were  for  a  moment  to  hesitate  to 
give  to  the  people  a  knowledge  of  the  secret  his- 
tory of  the  Government — in  which  might  be  dis- 
covered, for  aught  he  knew,  the  secret  springs 
which  had  impdled  to  many  of  the  public  acts  of 
the  Crovernment.  He  was,  he  added,  actuated  by 
no  particular  hostility  to  any  individuals;  but, 
when  he  had  desired  to  consult  this  portion  of  our 
history,  he  had  found  it  hidden  from  the  public 
view :  and  all  that  he  desired  now  was,  that  he 
and  the  rest  of  the  nation  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  M^lissachusetts,  said,  that  it  had 
been  stated  yesterday,  by  a  gentleman  from  South 
Cpolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney,J  who  had  himself  been 
one  of  the  did  Congress,  tnat,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Secret  Journal  ought  to  be  published,  as  contain- 
ing matters  iliteresting  to  the  people  to  know. 
This  was  with  him  a  sufficient  reason  to  vote  for 
its  publication ;  and,  when  it  was  further  recol- 
lected that  the  publication  was  to  be  made  mider 
the  direction  of^ the  President  of  the  United  States, 
he  thought  every  objection  to  it  must  vanish. 

Mr.  PiNcicicET,  of  South  Carolina^  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  be  postponed.  Until  ye:rterday, 
he  thought  the  resolve  of  Congress  provided  for 

?rinting  the  Secret  Journal  of  tne  Proceedings  of 
/ongress,  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  well 
as  anterior  to  it.  Why,  he  asked,  had  not  the 
whole  been  ordered  to  be  published  ?  Did  it  not 
look  as  if  there  was  something  in  it  which  was 
not  fit  to  meet  the  eye  ?  There  were  some  of  those 
proceedings,  which  ought  to  be  published  for  gen- 
eral information.  He  would  state  one  of  thern^  he 
said,  which  perhaps  was  not  known  to  the  nation, 
and  was  a  most  important  part  of  the  history  ot 
our  country.  It  was  not  noticed  by  Judge  Mar- 
shall or  Dr.  Ramsay,  in  their  histories  of  our 
country ;  and  was  not  noticed,  probably,  because 


they  knew  nothing  of  it,  not  having  access  to  the 
Secret  Journal  which  contained  it.  In  the  year 
1785,  Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  state,  the  Spanish  Uov- 
emment  sent  a  Minister  to  this  country,  with  full 
powers  to  treat  for  a  surrender  of  the  right  to  nav- 
igate the  Mississippi  for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years 
exclusively  to  Spain.  If  that  treaty  had  taken 
place,  the  consequence  would  have  been,  that  the 
whole  of  the  country  on  the  Mississippi  would 
have  been  either  separate  and  independent  of  this 
Government,  or  in  the  hands  of  France.  This 
proposition  from  the  Spanish  Government,  when 
made,  was  referred  to  Mr.  Jay  to  report  upon  it ; 
and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  country,  Mr.  P. 
said,  that  gentleman  had  not  only  reportea  in  favor 
of  accepting  it,  but  supjported  that  opinion  with 
muck  earnestness  and  with  the  best  exertion  of  his 
talents.  The  question  was  then  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  States.  All  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States,  said  Mr.  P.,  joined  iir  support  of  the  treaty ; 
and,  had  it  not  have  been  for  the  greatest  exertions 
I  ever  witnessed  in  a  public  body,  from  those  op- 
posed to  it,  that  treaty  would  have  been  ratified. 
If  it  had  been,  where  would  now  have  been  the 
members  who  fill  these  seats?  Either  subjects  of 
a  Power  hostile  to  us,  or  members  of  a  Govern- 
ment wholly  independent  of  us,  and  our  rivals. 
Mr.  P.  askea  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and  others,  whether  facts  like  these  ought  to 
be  withheld  from  the  public  eye  1  It  was  infor- 
mation for  which,  he  had  already  said,  one  would 
in  vain  search  the  most  approvea  of  our  histories. 
But,  was  it  not  extraordinary  that,  in  ordering  the 
Secret  Journal  to  be  published.  Congress  should 
have  stopped  at  the  treaty  of  1783?  The  infer- 
ence must  be,  unless  some  oetter  reason  were  given, 
that  Congress  did  not  wish  the  world  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  of  it.  He  was,  therefore, 
of  opinion  that  it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  the 
remainder  should  be  published.  If  there  was  in- 
formation in  the  Secret  Journal  which  it  was  de- 
sirable should  not  be  published,  the  whole  should 
have  been  withheld.  But,  he  presumed  the  fact 
which  he  had  stated  was  sufficient  to  show  that 
the  portion  of  the  Journal  embraced  by  this  resolve 
ought  to  be  published. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  explained  the  views 
which  had  governed  the  committee  of  the  last 
Congress  in  the  course  which  they  had  pursued  in 
regard  to  this  subject.  The  reason  why  they  had 
limited  their  report  to  the  printing  of  the  Secret 
Jonmal  and  Foreign  Correspondence  to  the  treaty 
of  1783  was,  that  it  had  been  thought  unadvisable 
to  disclose  to  the  world  the  correspondence  and 
Secret  Journal,  from  the  Treaty  or  Peace  up  to 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  since  there  were 
yet  many  actors  on  the  scene  here,  and  some  per- 
najks  in  Europe,  who  might  be  injuriously  affected 
by  it.  That,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  reasoning  of 
the  committee — ^it  was  not  his.  He  knew,  he  said, 
that  a  great  lexicographer  had  defined  an  ambas- 
sador to  be  one  hired  to  tell  lies  for  the  good  of 
his  country ;  but  he  believed  that  all  State  secrets 
were  unnecessary,  and  that  the  most  candid  would 
ever  be  the  most  succe^ul  negotiator.  The  only 
secret  which  our  Government  had  purchased  was 
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from  a  swindler,  and  was  calculated  at  the  time  to 
expose  the  Administration  and  the  country  to  the 
contempt  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  the 
facts  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  been  disclosed  in  the  debate  in  the  Virffinisl 
Convention,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  as  long  as  thirty  years  ago.  After 
that  disclosure,  the  part  of  the  Journal  in  question 
not  being  published,  was  a  strong  indication  that 
it  could, not  now  be  necessary  or  desirable  to  pub* 
lish  it.  There  miffht  be  things  in  it  not  proper  to 
be  published;  ana  it  was  worth  consideration, 
whether  the  veil  should  not  be  continued  where 
our  predecessors  had  thought  proper  to  spread  it 
If,  when  an  excitement  prevailed  on  the  subject, 
it  was  thought  proper  not  to  reveal  the  proceedings 
in  relation  to  it,  there  were  reasons  now  also  why 
they  should  not  be  introduced  to  the  public  eye. 
We  have  enough  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  agitate  and 
distract  us,  witnout  adding  to  the  excitement  Ha 
did  not  know  that  he  should  have  objected  to  this 
publication,  however,  were  it  not  that,  with  a 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  under  all  changes  of 
the  Government,  the  publication  not  having  been 
made,  the  duty  of  deliberately  weighing  the  propo- 
sition was  imposed  on  the  House.  It  ousht  not 
to  be  liastily  acted  on.  Why  this  hasty  determi- 
nation to  go  back  fortjr  years  into  the  recesses  of 
our  history,  and  examine  transactions  which  the 
interest  oi  our  country  perhaps  requires  to  remain 
where  they  are  ? 

Mr.  Str OTHER  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
people  were  entitled  to  understand  tne  proceedings 
of  those  whom  they  employed  as  public  agents,  no 
matter  of  how  old  a  aate — ^particularly  of  those 
asents  who  were  now  aspirants  to  public  office. 
Were  persons  to  be  imposed  on  the  people  for 
sages  and  patriots,  who,  if  the  facts  were  known, 
possibly  might  appear  to  have  forfeited  all  claims 
to  their  confidence?  Where  there  is  concealment, 
Mr.  S.  said,  there  will  be  suspicion.  He  con- 
fessed that  his  curiosity  was  excited  to  see  whether 
there  was  any  latent  information,  which,  when 
brouffht  into  the  face  of  day,  would  furnish  li^ht 
on  the  conduct  of  our  public  agents.  He  denied 
that  this  proposition  was  hurried,  it  had  been  some 
days  in  tne  contemplation  of  the  House,  &<;.  The 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  desire  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  wished  that 
peace  to  be  founded  on  correct  information,  where- 
on  the  intelligence  of  the  people  might  act  j  and 
not  on  a  volcano,  the  eruption  of  which  mi^ht 
spread  ruin  and  desolation  over  the  country.  Let 
the  people  know  the  history  of  their  Grovernment, 
said  he ;  let  them  know,  of  all  things,  the  char- 
acter, principles,  and  dispositions  of  their  public 
agents.  The  arguments  which  had  been  urged 
against  this  motion  would  be  appropriate  enough, 
in  another  hemisphere,  where  the  governed  were 
the  property  of  tne  Governor.  But  here,  auspi- 
ciously for  the  happiness  of  the  people,  those  who 
administered  the  Crovernment  were  the  property  of 
the  people.  He  asked  of  any  member  of  this 
House,  whether  he  claimed  for  himself  more  vir- 
tue and  intelligence  than  belonged  to  his  constitu- 


ents 1    Whether  he  would  refuse  to  let  his  con- 
stituents know  what  he  knew  on  public  afilkirs  ? 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to  produce  ex- 
citement ;  his  individual  prosperity  and  tranquil- 
lity depended  on  that  of  the  nation.     But,  said  he, 
if  excitement  is  to  be  produced  by  the  disclosure  of 
truth,  let  it  come ;  we  will  meet  it,  under  the  smiles 
of  Providence,  with  the  energy  of  men.     The  ar- 
^ments  of  gentlemen  against  this  motion  were 
m  opposition  to  those  political  tenets  which  he 
had  learned  even  at  school.    Perhaps^  however, 
these  tenets  were  only  to  be  respecteo  in  the  lim- 
ited circle  where  our  minds  are  first  coltirated, 
and,  when  we  enter  the  political  field,  are  to  be 
left  behind  us  as  the  dreams  of  antiquity^.     But,  he 
regarded  it  as  one  of  the  main  principles  of  oar 
Government,  that  the  means  should  be  afiforded  to 
the  people  ot  understanding  the  conduct  of  puUic 
agents.    A  different  course,  a  distrust  t»f  the  pNao- 
ple,  he  said,  would  bring  down  from  its  towering 
neight  the  star  which  presaged  the  fntare  destiny 
of  our  happy  country.    Was  there  any  indiTidaal 
who  writned  under  an  apprehension  of  this  dis- 
closure ?    If  so,  his  apprehensions  must  result  from 
his  own  misconduct    I  will  hide  nothing  to  pre- 
serve any  character.    I  have  dear  friends  who 
were,  at  the  period  embraced  by  my  motion,  actois 
on  the  theatre  of  public  life ;  men  whom  I  have 
been  tau^t  to  honor  from  my  infancy,  and  for 
whom  I  have  cherished  respect  in  my  maturer 
years.     But  I  have  no  apprehension  for  tbdr 
characters  from  any  disclosure  of  their  pohhc 
conduct 

Mr.  Amoerson,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  lavor  of 
the  resolve  lying  on  the  table,  because  he  desired 
to  see  an  amendment  introduced  to  it  From  the 
naked  publication  of  the  Journal  we  might  infer 
that  motives  actuated  the  public  men  of  that  day 
different  from  their  real  motives.  He,  therefore, 
considered  it  important  that  the  public  papery  re- 
ports, dec.,  connected  with  the  Journal,  should  be 
published ;  and  moved  to  refer  the  resolve  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  extend  its 
scope  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  information  on  the 
subject,  that  no  partial  publication  should  be  made 
of  the  transactions  of  tnat  day.  Such  a  puhliea- 
tion  of  votes,  &.C.,  without  tne  motives  of  thor 
being  understood^  might  do  an  injury  to  those  who 
were  concerned  m  them. 

Mr.  StorrSj  of  Ne^  York,  was  opposed  to  a 
reference  of  this  resolve,  preferring  to  see  it  m^ 
directly  and  rejected.  When  this  proposition  was 
first  introduced,  he  said,  he  had  been  inclined  to 
support  it  But,  upon  reflection,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  the  country  not  only  required 
that  the  Journal  should  not  be  published,  bat  im- 
periously required  it  There  was  a  reason  for 
publishing  the  Secret  Journal  and  Correspondence 
of  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  which  did  not  ap- 
ply to  that  embraced  by  this  motion ;  and  good 
reasons  had  been  assigned  for  the  discrimination. 
But,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  a  better  reason ;  our 
domestic  quarrels,  said  he,  formed  but  a  small  poi^ 
tion  of  our  legislation  previously  to  the  treaty  oi 
1783.  There  was  nothmg,  then,  in  the  Journal 
which  it  was  desirable  to  withhold ;  and  nothii^ 
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in  the  secret  papers  which  coold  afiect  the  feel- 
ings  or  characters  of  any  hut  open  and  known 
traitors.  It  was  proposed  now,  however,  to  lift 
the  veil  from  those  scenes  of  domestic  qoarrelling, 
in  which  the  feelings  of  different  portions  of  the 
comitry  had  been  interested  to  a  degree  which  sel- 
dom, until  this  moment,  had  beeen  witnessed  in 
the  Councils  of  the  country,  to  c^ive  to  the  world 
all  the  history  of  our  famihr  bickerings ;  to  show 
that,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the 
North  was  opposed  to  the  South,  the  South  de- 
tracting from  the  North,  dbc.  For  what  use  ?  He 
could  not  see  any  occasion  for  it.  One,  word, 
he  said,  as  to  a  venerable  name  which  had  been 
introduced  in  this  debate.  He  knew  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  too  well  to  suppose 
him  intentionally  to  have  misstated  any  thing. 
But,  it  was  due  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  to  his  character, 
to  say,  that  the  gentleman  had  not  told  the  whole 
history  of  the  anair  referred  to  by  him.  It  might 
be  supposed  that  it  was  proposed  to  give  up  to 
Spain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  without 
an  equivalent.  Not  so,  however.  There  was  to 
be  an  equivalent,  and  he  should  like  to  hear  what 
it  was.  He  was  not  ta  be  told,  that  Mr.  Jay,  than 
whom  there  was  not  a  more  worthy  man  x>r  more 
strenuous  patriot  in  vluj  country,  proposed  to  sur- 
render, without  an  equivalent,  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Mississippi. 

[Mr.  PiNCKNEy  rose  to  explain.  He  had  stated 
that  Spain  had  sent  a  Minister  to  this  country  with 
the  express  purpose  to  persuade  us  to  cede  to  her, 
for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  the  exclusive  navi-  j 
gation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  she  had  ofi*ered 
a  treaty  embracing  such  a  cession.  That  treaty, 
he  now  stated,  proposed  benefits  to  the  Northern 
States,  in  which  tife  Southern  States  had  no  par- 
ticipation. They  w6re  to  pay  the  price  5  they  were 
to  yield  the  navigation  of  tne  Mississippi — ^but  they 
were  not  to  be  benefitted  by  the  eqmvalent,  as  it 
had  been  called,  which  proposed  to  open  to  our 
flag  certain  ports,  such  as  Manilla,  ^c,  but  did 
not  propose  to  open  the  ports  of  South  America. 
It  was  by  no  means  such  a  price  as  Spain  ought 
to  have  paid  for  the  important  cession  she  sought 
for  from  us.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Jay,  he  said  no 
more  of  him  than  that,  in  the  ordinary  routine  of 
business,  the  treaty  had  been  referred  to  him,  and 
that  he.  in  a  long  report,  which  was  considered  a 
very  able  performance,  recommended  the  adoption^ 
of  the  treaty.  ^He  did  not  by  any  means  detract 
from  the  character  of  Mr.  Jay.] 

Mr.  Storrs  said  he  did  not  suppose  that  the 
gentleman  did  intend  to  detract  from  the  character 
of  Mr.  Jay;  because  he  knew  him  to  be  incapable 
of  it.  But,  when  first  up,  the  gentleman  had  not 
stated  the  matter  as  clearly  as  he  had  now  done. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  was  certain  Mr.  Jay  never  would 
have  agreed  to  surrender  the  right  of  navigating 
the  Mississippi,  without  what  he  had  at  least  deemed 
an  equivalent  benefit  to  the  country  yielded  by 
Spain.  What  was  seally  the  fact,  as  it  now  ap- 
peared ?  That  a  foreign  nation  offered  to  us  a 
treaty,  under  the  old  Cohfederation,  which  one 
part  of  the  nation  thought  it  their  interest  to  ac- 
cept, and  the  other  did  not.  Was  there  any  thing 
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important  in  this  transaction  ?  Only  in  one  point 
of  view,  and  that  rather  an  unhappy  one ;  as  snow- 
ing, that  there  did  exist  in  the  Old  Congress  a 
contrariety  of  views,  which  we  should  rather  be 
ashamed  to  develope  than  anxious  to  publish.  I 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Jay,  said  Mr.  S.,  be- 
cause it  had  been  brought  into  the  debate ;  abd  I 
now  take  the  opportunity  to  say,  that  this  nation 
will  be  unfit  for  freedom  whenever  the  name  of 
John  Jay  shall  cease  to  be  venerated  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other.  As  to  the  efi*ect  of 
this  resolve,  if  agreed  to,  Mr.  S.  said  it  would  serve 
to  teach  to  the  rowers  of  Europe  our  weakness. 
They  will  find  from  it  the  grounds  on  which  this 
Confederacy  is  most  accessible  to  attack — the  dif- 
ferent interests  to  which  they  may  appeal,  if  it  be 
an  object  with  them  to  attempt  the  sOreranoe  of 
the  Union.  The  same  interests,  said  he,  exist  at 
this  day  as  did  then.  I  need  onlv  refer  to  the  sub- 
ject (the  Missouri  question)  whicn  is  now  agitated 
in  this  House,  to  show  that  it  would  be  extremely 
unwise  to  develope,  to  those  who  may  be  hereafter 
our  enemies,  the  avenues  by  which  we  may  be  as- 
sailed. To  pass  this  resol  ve  might  answer  another 
purpose,  also  to  be  deprecated.  It  would  show  to 
the  present  generation,  after  their  fathers  had  de- 
scended to  their  graves,  those  things  which  ought 
never  to  be  touched.  We  know  that  the  Old  Con- 
gress was  composed  of  members,  representing  rather 
legislatures  than  the  people  of  the  States,  and  in 
many  cases  legislated  with  a  view  to  their  particu- 
lar piolitical  interests :  they  were  not,  as  the  Con- 
gress of  the  present  Government,  a  representation 
of  the  people.  The  publication  of  this  Journal 
would  only  add  fuel  to  the  flam^  of  dissensions, 
already  sumciently  ffreat.  Are  we  not,  he  asked, 
warm  enough  already  ?  Have  there  not  been  de- 
bates which- show  that  our  zeal  wants  no  additional 
excitement  here  ?  Is  it  not  wise — is  it  not  prudent, 
till  we  are  once  more  seated  in  domestic  peace, 
that  we  should  suffer  that  Journal  to  slumber  where 
it  now  reposes  I  that  it  should  remain  until  the 
men  who  were  actors  in  public  life  at  that  day, 
and,  if  possible,  until  with  them  all  the  prejudices 
and  resentments  arising  out  of  sectional  interests, 
shall  have  passed  away  ?  Under  the  ijifluence  of 
that  impression,  Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  rising,  that 
the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
were  not  the  only  observations,  that  he  had  ever 
heard  on  the  floor  of  this  House  or  out  of  it,  against 
a  proposition,  which  went  (in  his  judgment)  pow- 
erfully to  support  it.  He  agreed,  with  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  who  had  Just  sat  down  that,  to 
use  the  coarse  expression  01  a  man  whose  name,  if 
fame,  if  notoriety,  was  an  object,  would  last  as 
long  as  the  world  whose  destmies  he  had  so  im- 
portant an  agency  in  governing — ^we  should  wash 
our  dirty  linen  at  home.  But  tne  proposition  now 
was,  to  commit  this  resolution — ^to  inquire,  in  fact, 
whether  or  not  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  it :  and 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  afraid  to  trust  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House  1  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  nothing 
to  say  irreverent  of  the  name  of  John  Jay,  or  of  any 
other  of  the  patns  conscripti  of  our  better  times 
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Bat  nothing  coald  be  more  fallacious  than  the 
notion  of  keepinff  the  Cabinets  of  Europe  out  of 
our  secrets  by  refusing  to  publish  them  by  our  au- 
thority. The  Minister  otSpain  had  Ions  a^  in- 
formed his  Grovernment  of  every  thinff  rdatmg  to 
this  matter ;  and  in  the  archives  of  Uie  Escimal 
or  of  Saint  Ildefonso  might  be  already  found  every 
thing  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  disclose 
to  them.  When  this  publication  should  have  been 
made,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  himself  learn  from  it 
nothing  new :  but  was  it  not  important,  he  asked, 
that  the  people  should  be  informed  on  those  matters 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  so  de- 
sirous, and  so  unavailingly  desirous,  of  keeping 
from  the  crowned  heads  of  Europ&-~or,  rather, 
from  their  Ministers?  He  was  on  the  point,  he 
said,  of  expressing  this  wish :  that  at  Paris,  or  sope 
other  spot,  there  should  be  a  rejpository  in  which 
all  the  records  of  diplomacy  might  be  preserved, 
that  history  might  rest  on  her  own  Imsts.  He 
trusted  that  all  the  transactions  of  our  Government 
would  be  developed,  when  thev  could  be  no  longer 
injurious  to  the  feelings,  the  cnaracters,  or  reputa- 
tions of  those  who  were  living.  With  re^d  to 
the  knowledge  of  foreign  nations  respecting  us, 
Mr.  R.  said  they  knew  the  only  mode  in  wnich 
this  Republic,  or  any  other,  is  assailable.  Divide 
et  imperor-MitLty  said  he,  is  the  tvrants'  maxim; 
that  is  the  way  in  which  they  will  approach  us — 
and^  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  materials  for  their  op- 
erations are  daily  furnishing,  ready  to  their  hand. 

Mr.  RhEa,  of  Tennessee,  said,  in  his  opinion  the 
House  ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  to  pass  this 
resolution.  They  had  gone  too  far  already  to  stop 
here.  Every  thing  else  was  already  ordered  to  be 
published :  and  why  should  this  fragment  of  our 
records  remain  in  secrecy  ?  No  plausible  reason 
could  be  assigned  for  it :  the  Journal  in  question 
could  contain  no  secret  which  all  the  world  might 
not  know.  The  nation  was  entitled  to  know  every 
thin^  about  its  own  history,  no  matter  who  should 
be  involved  in  the  disclosure.  If  the  facts  were 
unimportant,  the  publication  could  do  no  harm ; 
if  they  were  important,  they  ought  to  be  disclosed. 
He  hoped  the  motion  f(»r  a  commitment  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  the  resolve  would  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  where  it  might 
be  considered  and  amended  without  delay.  A  sup- 
pression of  a  part  of  the  Journal,  the  remainder 
hdng  published,  would,  in  his  opinion,  operate 
injuriously. 

Mr^  Strotbbr  again  addressed  the  Chair.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  said,  we  ought  to 
be  ashamed  to  make  the  developement  proposed 
bv  this  resolve.  We  are  so  organized,  said  Mr. 
S.,  as  to  differ  in  oCir  faculties ;  one  to  possess  a 
particular  quality — another  on%  another :  one  may 
a^rt  his  chapeau  bras,  whilst  another  presents 
himself  in  the  coarse  garb  of  a  Republican.  I  am 
sorry,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  cannot  exhibit  myself  with 
the  virtues  of  a  courtier  to  recommend  me.  I 
come  only  with  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the 
hardy  yeomanry,  on  whose  intelligence  I  rely,  and 
in  whose  virtue  I  confide.  The  compliment, 
which  the  gentleman  has  paid  to  Mr.  Jay,  may 
pass  for  as  much  as  it  is  worth.    If  I  do  not  say 


ftiore  of  it,  my  forbearance  will  be  attributed  to  the 
reverence  which  I  bear  to  old  age.  Let  the  sur- 
vivors of  those  who  were  so  long  ago  in  public  life 
descend  smoothly  to  the  tomb,  and  there  be  pro- 
tected from  the  censure  of  the  world.  I  am  aot 
disposed,  at  this  time,  and,  unless  political  object 
require  it,  I  shall  not  oe  disposed,  now  or  hcreaiter, 
to  furnish  my  opinion  of  that  gentleman's  politicil 
character.  But,  if  his  friends  make  it  necessary,! 
shall  present  my  views  on  that  point.  It  had  beai 
intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
the  Consre!>s  of  the  Confederation  had  no  national 
views ;  but  that  each  member  acted  for  hk  own 
interests.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  protect  even 
the  gentleman's  friend.  Mr.  Jay,  from  this  imputa- 
tion. What,  sir!  Tne  patriots  and  statesmen 
who  carried  us  through  the  toils  and  struggles  of 
the  Revolution — did  they  not  come  out  of  that  fur- 
nace with  their  virtues  brightened,  and  their  (nil- 
ties  fallen  off  1  Did  they  not  look  with  a  prophetic 
eye  on  the  destiny  of  the  nation,  and  endeavor  to 
accelerate  its  progress  to  its  present  elerated  sta- 
tion ?  If  a  body  of  men  ever  existed  irho  wsv 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  a  nation  and  to  the  aih 
miration  of  the  world,  it  was  the  Continental 
Congress. 

On  the  subject  of  excitement,  Mr.  S.  said  a  few 
words.  Every  great  national  question  produces 
some  excitement ;  it  is  excitement  that  gives  elas- 
ticity to  the  human  mind^  and  enlarges  the  sf^ere 
of  human  action.  It  is  a  powerful  agent  in  hu- 
man improvement.  Its  existence  is  to  be  regnrttcd 
only  when  evil  spirits  take  advantage  of  it,  **  to 
ride  on  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  stonn.* -  W  iih 
respect  to  those  who,  between  1783  and  17S9.  oc- 
cupied seats  in  Congress,  he  would  not  at  present, 
say  any  thing.  If  tnev  were  patriots,  those  who 
were  livins  were  entitled  to  the  re:»pect  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  memory  of  those  should  be  embalm- 
ed who  were  now  no  more.  Not  a  leaf  should  be 
stripped  from  the  laurel  wreath  which  entwines 
the  brow  of  the  virtuous  statesman.  It  is  the  traitm 
only,  who,  with  unholy  views,  decks  himself  ia 
the  garb  of  patriotism,  who  fears  exposure^  and 
who  can  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  wis  pn^wsi- 
tion.  In  resard  to  party  feelings,  Mr.  S.  said  his 
humble  path  through  political  life  had  not  been 
marked  by  a  single  instance  of  party  bitterness  is 
acerbity.  He  knew  indeed  the  workings  of  ambi- 
tion ;  but  with  those  influenced  by  that  passion  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  exchange  hands,  at  the 
same  time  his  best  endeavors  were  used  to  counter- 
act their  objects.  Were  there  not,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
gentlemen  from  the  South  in  the  Old  Congress,  at^ 
well  as  from  the  North  ?  If,  said  he,  I  bad  local 
feelings  and  pride,  and  I  could  believe  that  the 
fame  of  friends  of  mine  would  be  affected  by  the 
disclosure  of  what  is  now  in  darkness,  would  they 
not  naturally  rouse  my  exertions  to  defeat  the  ex- 
position 7  But,  sir,  my  friends  and  en^nies  stand 
on  their  own  merit.  I  love  Plato ;  but  I  love  vir- 
tue better.  There  are  some  men  reaching  after 
political  power  they  have  not  yet  enjoyed,  who 
may  shrink  from  this  test ;  but  I  do  not  see  whf 
objection  should  be  made  to  it  from  any  other  quar- 
ter.   With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  disclosure 
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on  the  penduig  controTeny,  Mr.  S.  trasted  that 
the  debate  on  the  Missouri  question  would  not  Ust 
six  months ;  and  it  would  be  that  time  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twelve  months,  before  this  Journal 
could  be  published.  On  this  occasion,  or  when* 
ever  any  political  movement  is  proposed,  a  separa- 
tion of  the  Union  meets  us  at  every  turn — iNit  it 
is  a  speotre  merely,  which  there  is  no  danoer  of 
beiDf^conrerted  into  sober  reality.  Politicalglad- 
iators  may  use  it  in  argument,  mit  the  people  are 
bound  together  by  adamantine  ties,  not  to  be  loosen* 
ed  by  anv  one  oi  the  present  day.  With  respect 
to  tne  cluldren  of  those  who  are  gone,  if  tneir 
parents  had  acted  properly,  let  their  example  be 
miitated ;  if  otherwise,  a  knowledge  of  it  would 
be  the  best  legacy  to  their  posterity.  Mr.  S.  con- 
cluded by  expresAing  his  regret  that  so  much  time 
had  been  consumed  in  this  discussion ;  if  he  could 
have  anticipated  it,  he  did  not  know  but  he  should 
have  deferred  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  spoke  against  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  resolve.    If  ne  wished  to  walk  among 
tne  tombs  of  his  anceston;  to  visit  the  graves  of 
the  venerable  patriots  who  framed  the  Constitution 
of  the  country,  and  discharged  the  important  du* 
ties  of  government  during  the  Confederation,  and 
inscribe  on  theif  tombs  censure  or  approbation,  he 
would  vote  for  this  resolotioB,  because  it  would 
produce  the  information  necessary  to  enable  hhn 
to  do  so.    But  the  information  communicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  satisfied 
him  that  the  resolve  ought  not  to  be  adopted*  The 
country,  he  said,  was  now  nearly  rent  in  twain, 
by  an  agitation,  almost  as  serious  as  that  of  the 
Western  insurrection,  or  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Spanish  conspiracy.    The  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from.  South  Carolina, 
was  calculated  to  increase  that  excitement.    The 
peace  and  tranquiUily  of  the  country  required,  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  the  wounds  which  tune  had.  cica* 
trized^  should  not  be-  opened  again ;  that  the  veil 
which  had  been  dropt  over  the  incidents  of  that 
day  should  not  now  be  lifted.    With  respect  to 
that  scatemtet,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro* 
lina  must  excuse  hun  for  saying,  that  from  the 
lapse  of  time,  Mx.  C.  apprehendni  he  nad  forgot- 
ten the  olijection  whicn  he  owed,  as  a  member 
of  the  Old  Congress,  not  to  divulge  its  proceed- 
ings.    The  character  of  that  gentleman  forbade 
the  impntation  to  him  of^ any  incorrect  motive; 
buC  if  the  proceedings  were  secret  at  the  time, 
and  so  ordered  to  remain,  they  should  not  now 
have  been  disclosed,  unless  some  important  emer- 
gency required  it.    The  hint  already  sivai  was 
soflicient  to  aiouse  feelmgs  which  should  lie  dor^ 
mant     Washington,  the  sage  and  patriot,  had 
recommended  tut  the  veil  which  covered  the 
conflicts  of  that  day,  should  not  be  liDted';  and 
his  warning  voice  i^;atnst  the  encouragement  of 
local  pnsjumces  and  sectional  distinctions,  operat- 
ed, Mr.  C.  said,  on  his  mind  forcibly  on  this  oc- 
casion.   On  further  consideration  ot  this  subject, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  thought  gentlemen  would  agree 
with  him  there  were  strong  reasons  against  act- 
ing on  it  as  proposed.    The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  utg^l  the  adoption  of  thos  resolution 


as  the  rei^esentative  of  the  hardy  yeomanry— tn 
the  name  of  the  people  of  whom  he  is  the  servant. 
It  is  for  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  tranquillity  of 
those  people,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  wish  to  see  this 
resolution  laid  in  eternal  sleep ;  that  it  shall  lie 
with  the  ashes  of  the  departed  which  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  disturb.  Many  of  the  actors  of  that>  day 
have  gone  off  the  stage  of  life.  Some  of  them 
may,  in  their  political  course,  have  committed 
what  we  now  consider  errors.  But.  is  nothing 
due  to  him,  who,  on  reflection,  abandons  an  erro* 
neous  course,  and  pursues  the  proper  interest  of  his 
country  ?  Is  he  not  to  be  sheltered  from  reproach 
for  errors  committed  in  the  outset  of  his  life  ?  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  important  that  those  things  which 
the  venerable  fatners  of  the  land  had  kept  secret 
should  not  now  be  brought  up,  by  writ  of  error, 
to  be  reversed  before  the  tribunal  of  the  people. 
He  was  willing  to  submit  this  question  to  the  elders 
of  the  country ;  they  had  decided  on  it — ^their  de- 
cision had  been  long  acquiesced  in,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  undertake  to  reverse  their 
deeisiDn. 

Mr.  PiNCKMEY  said  that  he  had  just  been  in- 
formed that,  under  the  resolution  of  tne  last  Con- 
gress, the  President  and  Secretary  of  State  had 
considered  themselves  authorized  to  publish  the 
whole  of  the  secret  journal,  as  weU  after  as  before 
the  Treaty  of  1783.  If  so,  there  was  of  course  no 
occasion  to  act  further  on  this  subject.* 

Mr.  Warpield,  of  Maryland,  said  he  could  not 
readily  express  the  astonisnment  he  felt  at  the  op- 
position riven  to  the  resolntion  then  before  the 
House ;  for  he  did  not  suppose  there  would  have 
been  the  least  hesitauon  in  adopting  it.  He  be- 
lieved the  public  proceedings  of  our  Grovernment, 
and  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  con- 
fidential communications,  had  been  published  up 
to  the  year  1783.  From  that  period  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  Government,  if  we  have  not 
been  left  altogether  in  the  dark,  we  have  certainly 
a  very  imperfect  and  indistinct  knowledge  of  the 
important  measures  which  were  then  acted  on  by 
Uiose  in  power.  Why  the  proceedings  of  our  pub- 
lic characters,  for  the  period  alluded  to,  should  be 
concealed  from  the  view  of  the  citizens  of  this 
country,  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand. 
He  was  informed,  from  very  good  authority,  and 
by  some  who  were  members  of  Congress  at  that 
time,  that  subjects  were  discussed)  and  questions 
brought  before  them,  of  great  national  importance ; 
many  of  which  had  been  communicated  to,  and 
were  distinctly  understood  by  Governments  in  Bu- 


*  This  ii  fact.  Under  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
of  the  27th  March,  1818,  which  provides  for  the  pub- 
lication of  the  secret  journals  of  the  acts  and  proceed- 
ings and  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  construction  has  been  such  as 
to  include  the  period  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1788. 
Had  this  been  known  to  the  mover  of  the  resolve  now 
debated,  of  coarse  it  would  not  have  been  introdaeed. 
The  allasions  in  the  debate  were,  however,  of  sacb  a 
nstnre,  that,  having  a  sketch  of  it  in  possession,  ws 
M  not  feel  oorselves  josttAed  in  withholding  it  £roB 
the  pnUie  tiye*-^Ediion  NtUimiai 
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TOpe,  whilst  the  knowledge  of  them  in  this  conn- 
tiy  was  chiefly  confined  to  those  who  were  at  that 
time  actors  on  our  great  political  theatre.  They  ' 
had  been  denominated  tne  secret  proceedings  of  ■ 
Congress,  and  under  that  appellation  had  been  | 
coneailed  from  public  scrutiny.  This  doctrine  of  ■ 
$eent  pnoeedinffB,  and  thereby  concealing  from  the  ■ 
pfuUic  eye  measures  important  in  their  conse-  > 
quences,  and  which  ought  to  be  known  to  the  citi-  ' 
zens  of  this  country,  is  a  doctrine  aeainst  which 
he  would  take  leave  to  enter  his  solemn  protest. 
It  was  a  doctrine  which  might  be  advocated  and 
maintained  under  some  Goyernments ;  but  it  was 
one  which  he  considered  ahosether  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  Republicanism.  In 
a  Republic  the  people  oueht  to  know,  they  had  a 
riffht  to  know,  the  political  course  pursued  bv  those 
WBom  they  had  clothed  with  power.  He  nad  no 
fear,  Mr.  W.  said,  of  trusting  the -people  of  this 
country  with  a  full  knowledge  of  theur  political 
concerns;  he  had  great  confidence  in  their  wis- 
dom, Uieir  prudence,  and  their  patriotism.  If, 
upon  the  publication  of  these  secret  proceedingaL 
it  should  oe  found  that  the  estimate  which  had 
been  made  of  the  public  worth  of  men,  had  been  { 
a  mistaken  one,  it  miffbt,  perhaps,  be  a  cause  of  j 
regret,  but,  so  for  from  being  an  argument  against 
their  publication,  he  conceived  it  to  be  one  of  the 
most  cogent  reasons  that  could  be  assigned  in  sup 
port  of  Uie  measure.  Men  ought  to  stand  or  fall, 
m  putdic  estimation,  according  to  their  intrinsic 
merit  or  demerit.  The  acts  of  men  on  great  and 
important  political  questions,  is  the  standard  by 
which  they  ought  to  be  judgdl.  But  it  had  been 
urged  that  the  proceedings  of  those  days  should  be 
buried  in  profound  obscurity ;  that  the  veil  of  se- 
cresv  should  not  be  withdrawn,  lest  a  disclosure 
of  tnose  occurrences  should  revive  unpleasant  re- 
collections, and  cause  unnecessary  excitement  in 
the  puUic  mind ;  and,  to  enforce  these  admoni- 
tions, our  attention  had  been  called  to  the  excite- 
ment which  has  existed  during  the  discussion  of 
an  important  subject,  (the  Missouri  question,)  now 
under  the  consideration  of  this  House.  Is  it  an 
unusual  or  extraordinary  occurrence,  said  Mr.  W., 
that  some  excitement  should  exist  m  a  delibera- 
tive assembly,  when  engaged  in  the  discussion  of 
a  question  considered  by  some  gentlemen  of  vital 
importance  to  the  great  interests  of  our  country, 
as  It  rdates  to  our  present  happiness  and  prosper- 
ity, and  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  future  gen- 
erations, and  a  question,  too,  on  which  great  di- 
versity of  opinion  may  fairly  exist.  So  far  from 
those  occurrences  beine  considered  unusual  or  un- 
expected, he  thought  tney  might,  on  all  occasions, 
be  expected,  where  a  deep  interest  was  felt  in  what 
might  be  the  result  or  important  deliberations. 
But,  whether  the  publication  of  the  acts  of  men 
invested  with  authority,  which  acts  it  was,  in  his 
jud^ent,  essential  for  the  people  of  this  country 
distmctly  to  understand,  would  or  would  not  oc- 
casion excitement  on  the  floor  of  that  House,  or  in 
any  other  place,  was  a  consideration,  Mr.  W.  said, 
which  would  never  have  weight  with  him ;  he, 
therefore,  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted, 
and  the  important  proceedings  of  those   tmiet 


published,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  ci  Amn- 
ica. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referring 
resolve  to  a  select  committee,  and 
the 


the 

IB 


THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  o^ 
the  Whole,  on  tne  Missouri  bilL  Mr.  Rahpolpi 
spoke  for  some  time,  in  oontinuatioa  of  the  aign- 
ment  he  commenced  yesterday.  When  he  eoo- 
clttded,  the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Haroin,  who  is,  according  to  usage,  nowcotided 
to  the  floor ;  and  the  House  adjonmed. 


Tuesday^  February  4. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  ci  two  knndred 
and  ninety  inhabitants  of  the  county  c^  Wasfaiaf- 
ton^  in  the -District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  tbe 
jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  penee  of  aM 
county  may  be  extended  to  sums  of  Efky  dollus ; 
that  the  said  justices  may  be  authorized  to  issoe 
executions  on  judgments  rendered  by  them  respec- 
tively ;  and  that  sundry  alterations,  therein  sp^ 
fled,  may  be  made  in  the  judicial  system  of  smUA 
county ;  which  was  referreid  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew  Low, 
Robert  Isaac,  and  James  McHenry,  merehajics  of 
Savaimah,  in  the  State  of  Qeoi^ia,  timMBg  under 
the  firm  of  Andrew  Low  dt  Co.,  stating  tint  mer* 
chandise  imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  Sav- 
annah, amounting  to  upwards  of  one  nun^ed  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  was  destroyed  at  die  late 
fire  which  consumed  so  larse  aporaon  of  that  city ; 
that  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury  upwards  of 
fourteen  thousand  dollars,  duties  on  said  goods, 
and  that  twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  yet  remain 
to  be  paid,  and  praying  that  the  last  mentioned 
sum  may  be  remitted  to  them,  and  that  dwy  may 
be  empowered  to  import,  free  of  duty,  goods  to  an 
amount  equal  to  that  upon  which  they  so  paid  the 
duty ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  covering  an  afastiact  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  die  fiscal  year  endmg 
on  the  30th  September,  1819,  rendered  in  ponnance 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stevhen  Baxter, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  die  relia  of  the  said 
Baxter,  late  a  paymaster  of  the  third  regiinent  of 
New  York  volunteers ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  AiinERBOii,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  ^^  resolution  to  authorize  the  pub- 
lication of  part  of  the  Secret  Jonrnal  of  Congres, 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read,  aad, 
with  the  resolution,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  w«>e  dis> 
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charged  from  the  farther  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Simpson,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  House  if  any,  and  what,  promss  has  been 
made  in  surveying  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  and  in  ascertaining  the  latitude 
and  lo^itude  of  the  extreme  points  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  Cfape  Fear,  pursuant 
to  a  resolution,  approved  19th  Januarv,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stbybns,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  directed  to  report  whether,  in 
their  opinion,  it  would  be  expedient  to  erect  a 
lighthouse  on  the  south  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  at  or 
near  the  confluence  of  its  waters  with  those  of 
Sandusky  Bay. 

ACCOUNTABILITY  FOR  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

Mr.  Ranoolph.  rose  to  offer  a  motion,  having 
for  its  object  an  inquiry  respecting  the  enforcing 
a  stricter  accountability  for.  the  public  moneys, 
dbc.     The  United  States  reminded  him,  he  said, 
of  those  generous  and  gallant  youns  fellows,  ready 
to  do  justice,  at  all  times,  to  everybody  but  Uiem- 
selves.    The  moneys  of  the  United  States  were 
scattered  over  the  country  frcmi  Passamaquoddy 
to  Yellow  Stone — from  Ciucago  to  Mobile,  in  a 
manaer  which  would  fritter  away  the  resources 
of  any  other  nation  in  the  world  than  this.    No- 
thing, said  he,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  infant 
Hercules  has  enabled  us  to  support  thb  dilapida- 
tion of  the  public  ^tate.    We  are  somethins  like 
the  Gieorgia  and  Virginia  planters-M:otton  being 
at  fifty  cents,  and  tobacco  at  thirty  dollars.    Do 
you  want  a  tooth-pick?    Take  a  hundred  dollars. 
Do  you  want  a  tooth-brush?     Take  a  hundred 
dollars.    Do  you  want  tooth-powder?     Take  a 
hundred  dollars.    And,  sir,  we  want  pens,  paper, 
and  ink ;  and  these  different  wants  supjuy  busi- 
ness for  several  individuals,  to  whom  money  is 
advanced^  to  be  accounted  for  hereafter,    b  it  ac- 
counted for?    What  is  the  deficit  now?    It  ex- 
ceeds greatly  the  average  annual  revenue  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Washington.    Let  us 
see,  said  he,  the  aggregate   receipts  on  which 
the  father  of  his  country,  as  he  has  been  over  and 
over  called,  administered  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.    From  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to 
the  31st  of  December,  1791,  making  almost  half 
of  his  first  term  of  service,  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  amounted  to  $4;400,000.    For  the  year 
ensuin|^,  they  were  only  93,600,000 ;  for  Che  year 
following,  94,600,000.   These  were  the  receipts  of 
the  four  years  composing  the  first  Presidency.   In 
the  first  year  of  the  next  term,  the  revenue  was 
95,100,000 ;  for  the  next,  95,900,000 ;  and  for  the 
last,  97,000,000.    These  facU,  Mr.  R.  said,  were 
conclusive.    They  spoke  to  the  nnderstanaing  of 
every  man  who  kept  his  eye  on  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  the  Government.    I  recollect,  said 
he,  when  we  thought,  if  we  could  get  a  receipt  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars — of  which,  seven  millions 
went  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  shortly  after,  on 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  eight  miuions — ^we 
should  be  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment. 


Was  there  no  way,  Mr.  R.  asked,  to  recover  the 
public  assets  from  the  hands  of  those  who  were 
living  on  the  public  funds?  This  system  would 
not  answer — a  ^stem  more  simple  might  answer 
in  the  case  of  tne  United  States,  as  he  knew  it 
would  in  that  of  this  House.  For  what,'  said  he, 
is  our  situation  ?  We  meet  in  a  room  m  which 
we  can  neither  hear  nor  see — but  even  the  Uind 
can  perceive  what  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  House — ^it  is  the  universal  dilapidation  of 
the  puUic  funds.  As  for  accommodation  and 
adaptation  to  public  business,  I  should  as  soon 
think  of  attempting  to  be  heard  across  the  Poto- 
mac, in  the  face  ol  a  northwester,  as  to  be  heard 
here,  where  the  physical  triumphs  over  the  intel- 
lectual power.  Have  gentlemen  adverted,  Mr.  R. 
asked,  to  how  much  of  the  money  of  the  public 
wad  in  the  hands  of  the  Columbia  banks,  or  how 
it  got  there  ?  And  do  we,  said  he,  know  any  thing 
of  the  Central  Bank,  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  of 
the  other  banks,  so  numerous  that  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  repeat  their  titles?  For  my 
part,  continued  Mr.  R.,  I  am  not  at  ^11  sorry  for 
the  effect  which  the  public  at  this  time  experience, 
although  perhaps  I  {my  as  dearly  for  it  as  most  of 
us^—I  lament  the  cause — ^but,  sir,  we  are  punished, 
if  I  may  use  the  term,  in  the  offending  member. 
I  trust  It  may  bring  us  to  a  sense,  not  only  of  what 
is  best  for  our  own  selves,  but  of  what  is  due  to 
our  constituents ;  that  the  system  of  peculation 
shall  be  broken  up ;  that  the  Ausean  stable  shall 
be  cleansed ;  that  the  stream  of  public  treasure, 
compared  to  which  the  Missouri  itself  is  but  a  rill, 
shall  not  be  dammed  up  by  peculators  and  default- 
ers, &c.   Mr.  R.  said  he  would  therefore  move — 

"  That  the  Secietary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  such  measures  as,  in  his  opinion, 
may  be  expedient  to  enforce  the  more  speedy  payment 
of  poblie  moneys,  due  from  individuals  and  corporate 
bodies  in  the  United  SUtee." 

Mr.  LowNOBS  said  he  had  no  obiection  what- 
ever to  the  object  of  this  motion.  He  would  only 
remark,  that  a  part  of  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
comprehended  in  calls  already  inade  on  the  Trea- 
suiy  Department,  and  a  part  of  it  within  the  pre- 
scribed outies  of  a  committee  of  this  House.  With 
reeard  to  the  unaccounted-for  moneys  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  L.  conceived  both  the  facts  and 
apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
be  exaggerated.  -  In  order  to  take  a  correct  view 
of  the  subject,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  so 
modifying  the  resolution  as  to  caU  for  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  amount  of  public  moneys  out- 
standing and  unaccounted  for,  dbc. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  readily  agree  to 
modify  his  motion  in  the  manner  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina^  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, should  deem  it  expedient  to  effectuate  the 
object  of  it.  If  the  gentleman  would  pepare  such 
an  amendment,  he  would  adopt  it  with  pleasure. 
The  resolution,  he  said,  must  speak  for  itself. 
While  up,  he  would  observe  that,  with  regard  to 
the  banks  of  this  District,  while  he  had  mentioned 
one  or  two  by  name,  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  a  pin  to  choose  between  them.  He  had  no 
idea,  he  said,  of  selling  off  the  public  lands,  inereas- 
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ing  the  balances  already  due  for  them,  and  making 
np  the  present  deficit  by  taxes  on  the  people,  when 
it  coold  be  made  up  merely  by  making  these  leeches 
disgor^.  The  luniorable  gentleman  has  mistaken 
me,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  he  supposes  I  have  any  hostility 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  hare  none. 
But.  Mr.  Speaker,  you  know  very  well — no  man 
ougnt  to  know  better — ^what  it  is  to  disturb  a  hor- 
net's nest.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
going  to  array  himself  against  these  individuab 
without  a  call  from  this  House.  The  present  sys- 
tem, Mr.  R.  said,  would  not  work ;  and,  if  it 
would  not,  we  must  either  go  on  with  it  as  it  is, 
and  continue  to  increase  the  public  burdens,  or  we 
must  ^ideavor  to  get  rid  of  it.  He  wished  that 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  for- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Treasury— of  wnose  intended 
return  to  this  country  rumors  were  afloat — or  some 
one  of  equal  capacity  with  either,  would  devote 
himself  to  rectitying  the  disorders  m  the  public 
expenditures.  The  disorder  in  the  receipts  was 
bad  enough-^no  other  Gk)vemment,  perhaps,  could 
go  on  with  it — but  when  to  this  was  added  the  dis- 
orders in  the  expenditures,  Croesus  himself  could 
not  sustain  it.  The  English,  Mr.  R.  said,  were 
remarkable  for  having  brought  their  syston  of  col- 
lection to  the  least  possible  expense — ne  would  not 
say  to  perfection,  but  certainly  much  nearer  it  than 
we  have  attained.  France,  though  her  revenue  be 
not  so  cheaply  collected  as  that  of  Rnghmd,  yet, 
as  far  as  his  information  extended,  in  the  economy 
of  its  expenditures  greatly  surpassed  her.  The 
English  are  profuse  in  their  expenditure — he  spoke 
not  of  the  gross  amount,  or  or  the  object,  whether 
great  armies,  the  navy,  &c.,  but  of  the  dollar  for 
dollar's  wortL  But,  he  said,  we  are  more  profuse 
in  the  expense  of  the  collection  of  revenue  than 
^cher  of  these  Powers,  and  we  outdo  the  outdo- 
injgs  of  every  former  generation  in  the  profusion 
of^expenditure  and  total  want  of  responsibility  in 

Sublic  agents.  Now,  said  he,  meo  perioulo,  I  un- 
ertake  to  say,  if  you  will  call  in  the  balances  due 
to  the  Government  from  individuals ;  if  you  will 
make  the  great  corporations  and  men  who  pass  for 
rich,  with  public  moneys  in  their  hands ;  if  you 
will  make  tnese  leeches  disgorge ;  if  you  will  make 
them  pay  the  people,  it  will  cure  your  deficit ;  it 
will  maxe  it  unnecessary  to  lay  taxes.  They  do 
not  pay  interest  on  the  money  they  hold ;  and  very 
likely  if  you  authorize  a  loan  they  will  take  it — 
and  who  are  better  able  than  men  who  have  both 
their  pockets  stufied  with  puUic  money  ?  Mr  R. 
said  he  hoped  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would 
consider  it  a  part  of  his  duty,  in  suggesting  a  reme- 
dy, to  give  the  House  some  little  history  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease.  If,  however,  it  should  be 
thought  necessary  specially  to  require  it,  he  had  no 
objection  so  to  modify  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  ne  should  not  oppose  the  reso- 
lution, although  a  special  committee  of  the  House 
had  the  subject  in  charj^ ;  he  should  vote  for  it, 
becMiu^e  it  would  unquestionably  relieve  him,  as  one 
of  that  committee,  from  a  portion  of  the  duties  he 
Itod  to  perform.  At  the  same  tim^  he  begged  leave 
to  say,  that  the  committee  of  which  he  was  one 
had  not  been  idle ;  and  that,  as  to  the  reference  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  fiacta,  «11^ 
information  required  had  been,  or  was  in  the  way 
of  being,  furnished  to  the  comndtiee,  of  which  he 
hapfMped  to  be  chairman.  In  the  oomae  of  the 
examination  which  he  had  had  an  oppoitimity  of 
making  into  this  subject,  he  had  the  satis&ctioa  of 
findinff  that  not  a  sin^e  dollar  had  been  applied 
in  malversation  of  the  public  moneys.  That  thov 
were  sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of  payvnasias 
and  quartennasters,  and  other  pabtic  agents,  to  t 
large  amount,  was  certainly  tnie.  Mmay  of  the 
accounts  had  not  yet  been  setllni,  for  tke  wa&t  c^ 
time.  Laige  sums  might  be  lost  to  the  GorcnK 
ment  by  some  of  these  agents,  not  frtMu  ^  want 
of  means  or  of  disposition  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  them,  but  from  the  insolvency  of  the  individaris. 
But,  with  respect  to  any  moneys  in  the  hands  cf 
public  agents,  Mr.  T.  said  it  must  be  evident  they 
constituted  no  available  fund.  Whether  a  moit 
of  enforcing  a  more  speedy  coUeetlon  <xf  the  paUic 
debts  could  not  be  devised,  was  a  question  wortky 
of  consideration.  But  he  beg»ed  leave  to  sny,  thii 
he  believed  every  thing  had  been  ^one  by  ibe 
Treasury  which  the  law  allowed  the  asent  at  die 
head  of  that  DqMutment  to  do ;  and  ^at  lie  had 
not  been  able  to  find,  nor  had  he  any  reason  Id 
supnose  there  existed,  any  neeligenee  on  this  pent 
on  tne  part  of  any  of  the  heads  of  I>epartn]eBis. 
Mr.  Ranj)olpr  said  he  had  no  intention  (sues- 

Sass  on  the  dej^rtment  of  the  gentteasaa  kom 
Kentucky,  or  ot  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  existing  provisions  of  kw  were 
duly  executed ;  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  flMdficiency 
of  tne  present  system  which  caused  him  to  cai\  on 
those  who  had  the  best  knowledge  of  the  snt^ect 
to  devise  a  better  system — a  system  which  would 
accelerate  the  payment  of  public  moneys.  He 
had,  he  said,  charged  malversation  on  nobody. 
This  was  a  subject  on  which  he  Mt  no  sensitive- 
ness at  all.  His  motion  was  not  of  the  nature  of 
a  hostile  procedure  against  the  administiatton  of 
the  Government,  to  wiich  he  was  in  no  wise  in- 
imical. With  reg^d  to  the  recovery  of  puhlic 
moneys,  Mr.  R.  saicL  the  gentleman  had  hmsetf 
shown  the  defects  or  the  present  system,  by  telling 
the  House  that  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  some 
agents  were  not  available,  and  in  the  hands  of 
omers  would  be  lost  by  their  insolvency.  This 
showed  either  that  the  trust  had  b^,  in  the  first 
instance,  improperly  reposed,  or,  what  Mr.  R.said, 
his  motion  mi^ht  seem  to  imply,  that  the  present 
mode  of  obtaining  balances  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  by  whom  they  are  due,  is  defectives  Had 
the  honorable  gentleman  never  heaid---of  this  ad- 
ministmtion,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  spoke  not,  for  he 
knew,  perhaps,  less  of  them  than  any  man  in  the 
nation — of  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  make 
defaulters  aocoant  for  their  defalcation,  Aeir  seen- 
rity  being  insufficient?  This,  he  presomed,  was 
the  ease  now,  or  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  piddic 
agents  would  not  be  unavailable.  Had  the  m- 
tleman  never  heard  that  after  bond  had  been  takea, 
the  Department  or  the  Treasury  had  &iled  to  soe 
until  the  debt  was  lost  for  want  of  tiniely  intopo- 
sition  ?  I  hope,  said  Mr.  R^  the  gcntlemaa  viU 
not  flag  in  the  patriotic  imdertaking  in  which  he 
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is  engaged ;  bat  I  know  wlwt  a  committee  can  do 
in  the  Treasury.  I  would  as  soon  trust  a  cUid  to 
find  its  way  in  tbe  labyrinths  of  this  building.  If 
the  gentleman  could  find  what  he  was  looking  for 
it  would  be  highly  satb&ctory ;  but  this,  Mr.  R. 
said,  was  one  oT  the  eases  in  which  to  sedc  is  not 
to  find  'y  to  knock,  and  not  hare  opened  for  you ; 
to  ask.  and  not  to  have^-if  it  is  k>r  information 
you  ask.  The  way  ta  ask,  here,  was  in  a  different 
tone,  aod  in  a  different  style.  I  r^eat,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that,  whatever  construction  may  oe  put  on  my 
motion,  my  object  is  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  those  wbo  have  our  money  give 
It  up — ^for  I  know  tbat  when  we  have  their  monev 
we  are  obliged  to  give  it  to  Chem ;  whereas  I  al- 
ways thought  it  bnt  fair  to  receive  as  well  as  to 
give — to  give  and  take. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  that,  fay  a  soBerficial  glance 
at  the  official  statements,  one  might  be  easdy  led 
into  error  on  one  point.  -  It  might  appear  on  the 
face  of  them,  that  there  were  miuions  in  the  hands 
of  public  agents,  when  in  iact  there  were  not  as 
many  hundred  thousands-^iecaase  the  moneys 
advanced,  to  be  disbursed  in  the  puUic  service, 
were  charged  to  the  agents  until  the  vouchers 
were  transmitted  and  their  accounts  settled  at  tbe 
proper  offices.  The  amount  of  balances  reported, 
therefore,  was  no  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  tbe 
amount  due—*niach  the  largest  part  being  exfiended 
and  ready  to  be  accounted  for.  On  the  subject  of 
economising  public  e3cpendit)nies,.Mr.  T.  said,  he 
did  not  at  all  difier  in  sentiment  from  his  iriend 
from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's motion,  and  carried  without  a  division. 

rnt:  MISSOURI  bill. 

The  House  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair,)  on 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentudcy,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  following  words:  Mr.  Chainuan.  I 
am  under  goeat-ohligatioBs  to  the  Committee  tor 
indulging  me  in  my  reqaest  on  yesterday  evening, 
for  the  Coramitlee  to  ri^e^'and  give  me  the  floor 
this  morning.  But,  were  I  to  consult  the  safety  of 
the  little  reputation  I  have,  i  ooffht  not,  although 
pledged,  to  address  you  and  this  House  tcniay  upon 
the  present  sul^ect.  I-  readily  acknowledge  that, 
at  this  moment,  I  feel  the  most  thorough  convic- 
tion of  my  own  mcapacity  to  do  any  thing  like 
tolerable  justice  to  the  qtsestion  now  under  con- 
sideration, or  even  to  acquit  myself  with  credit. 

The  importance  of  the  present  subject  renders  it 
my  indiq[)ensable  duty  to  mvself,  to  this  House, 
my  country,  and  posterity,  nowever  reluctant  I 
may  be,  to  assign  those  reasons  which  have  occur* 
red  to  me.  and  which  compel  me  to  vote  against 
the  amennment  o&red  by  Ibe  gentleman  from 
New  York.  There  is  one  point,  and  I  believe 
only  one,  in  which  there  is  an  entire  concurrence 
of  opinion  in  this  Honse  and  the  Senate;  ihat  is, 
the  immense  importance  and  magnitude  of  the 
present  question  now  before  ns — important,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  excitement 
existing  throughout  the  nation,  but  also  on  account 


of  the  new  Constitutional  doctrine  broached  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  One  portion  of 
the  United  States  faring  forward  and  support  this 
amendment,  under  the  imposing  nam^  oinuman^ 
ity,  sympathy,  and  religion;  at  the  same  time  ut- 
tering the  bitterest  curses  against  the  odious  and 
abominable  practice  of  retaining  a  part  of  the  hu- 
man family  in  bondage.  I  acknowledge  there' 
wodld  be  great  propriety  in  r^robating  the  prac' 
tice  upon  this  occasion,  if  we  were  the  authors  of 
it,  or  could  get  dear  of  it ;  but  it  has  been  our  mia* 
fortune  to  have  it  entailed  upon  us  by  Uiat  Gk>v- 
emment  under  which  we  were  colonized ;  and,y 
however  eloquently  gentlemen  may  declaim  upoiv 
the  subject  of  universal  liberty,  it  proves  nothmg 
upon  the  present  ouestion,  although  it  may  capti- 
vate and  enlist  all  the  finer  feelings  and  sensibili- 
ties of  the  heart  But  I  fear,  I  greatly  fear,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  gentlemen  are  fighting  under  false 
colors — ^that  they  have  not  yet  hoisted  their  true 
flag.  As  this  contest  is  upon  the  great  theatre  of 
the  world,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  as  it  is  to  be  viewed  by  an 
impartial  posterity,  would  it  not  be  more  magnani- 
mous to  haul  down  the  colors  on  which  are  en- 
graven humanity,  morality,  and  religion,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  unfurl  the  genuine  banner,  on  which 
is  written  a  contest  for  political  consecpienee  and 
mastery? 

On  our  side  of  the  House,  Mr.  Chakman,  we 
are  contending  not  for  victory,  but  struggling  for 
our  political  existence.  We  nave  already  surren- 
dered to  the  non-slaveholding  States  all  that  re^ 
gion  of  the  American  empire  between  the  great 
rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi ;  and  if  you  tear  from 
us  that  immense  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
we  may  at  once  surrender  at  discretion,  crouch  at 
the  feet  of  our  adversaries,  and  beg  mercy  of  our 
proud  and  haughty  victors. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  present  question, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  necessarily  divides  it- 
self into  three  great  and  leading  heads.  FirsI,  has 
Congress  the  power,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  annex,  as  an  irrevocable  condi- 
tion upon  the  admission  of  the  people  of  the  .Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  sister  State, 
that  the  State,  when  organized,  shall  prohibil  the 
further  introduction  of  slaves  within  her  limits, 
and  shall  set  free  and  emancipate  the  future  in- 
crease of  all  those  who  may  be  holden  in  slarery 
at  the  time  the  State  government  is  formed — for 
this  is  the  clear  import  of  the  amendment?  Sec- 
ondly, if  by  the  Constitution,  Congress  have  the 
power,  can  she  exercise  it  withoui  violating  the 
national  faith,  under  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  by 
which  that  country  was  transferred  from  France 
to  the  United  States?  Thirdly^  if  Congress  haye 
the  power  to  impose  the  restriction,  and,  in  so  do- 
inr,  the  national  faith  will  not  be  broken,  is  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  the  present  amendment?  In  this 
investigation  it  vdll  be  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  subject  in  the 
order  proposed,  to  establish  some  preliminary  facts 
and  positions^  and  also  to  disentangle  the  question 
from  a  few  difficulties  and  obstructions  thrown  in 
the  way  by  those  who  advocate  the  amendment. 
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It  is  alleged  by  some  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, as  soon  as  it  was  adopted  by  the  Con- 
§ress  of  1776,  emancipated  and  manamitted  all 
le  slaves  in  the  then  United  States.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  late  discovery,  and  the  people  of  the 
Norta,  heretofore  so  fruitful  in  inventions,  as  the 
Patent  Office  can  well  testify,  may  rightly  claim  to 
be  the  authors  of  it.  I  would  be  fflad  that  gentle- 
m&k  would  point  out  what  part  ofthe  Declaration 
of  Indepenoence  they  rely  on.  At  that  time  was 
not  slavery  tolerated  in  a  number  of  the  States  ? 
Whose  Representatives  were  the  members  of  Con- 
gress who  framed  and  adopted  that  declaration  ? 
Were  they  not  the  Representatives,  exclusively,  of 
Uie  then  free  population  of  the  United  States  ? 
Who  is  meant  in  the  declaration  by  the  expres- 
sion of — ^^  We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of 
'  the  United  States  of  America,  in  general  Con- 
^  gress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge 
'  of  the  world  for  tne  rectitude  of  our  intentions, 
'  do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
'  people  of  these  colonies"  1  Must  not  every  one 
answer,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  none  but  the  then  free 
population  was  alluded  to  ? 

What  are  the  efficient  parts  of  the  Declaration 
of  Indepnendcnce  ?     The  answer  is,  those  parts 
only  which  declare  our  dependence  upon  Ureat 
Britain  to  be  at  an  end,  and  assume  a  stand  and 
character  of  a  sovereiffu  people  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.    The  balance  of  the  declaration  is 
nothing  but  a  manifesto  to  the  world,  assigning 
and  setting  forth  the  causes  which  led  to  and 
brought  about  that  mighty  event.    But,  Mr.  Chair- 
nxan,  is  it  not  strange  inaeed  that  the  framers  and 
adopters  of  that  declaration  should  have  been  ig- 
norant of  its  import,  because  a  number  of  them 
held  slaves — some  do  so  yet,  and  others  did  until 
their  death.    The  adoption  of  onr  present  Consti* 
tution,  in  which  slavery  is  expressly  recognised, 
affords  the  most  ample  refutation  oi  the  doctrine 
upon  that  point  advanced  by  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  beware  of  the  dreadful 
consequences  which  may  follow  from  such  doc- 
trine:—too  pre|)osterous,  I  agree,  to  obtain  any  vo- 
taries from  an  intelligent  and  dispassionate  people ; 
but  yet,  when  addre^ed  to  the  slaves,  whose  mmds 
are  unenlightened  by  such  high  and  imposing  au- 
thority, their  an^ry  passions  ma>^  be  aroused,  and 
they  may  precipitate  themselves  into  the  commis- 
siott  of  enormous  crimes  towards  their  masters. 
Such  doctrine  as  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  slare- 
holding  States,  is  peculiarly  alarming ;  it  shows 
the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  slave  property, 
should  the  nOn-slaveholding  States  obtain  a  de- 
cided ascendency  in  the  Congress  and  councils  of 
the  nation.    Mr.  Chaizman,  theare  has  been  a  great 
deal  said  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  upon 
the  score  of  precedent.    They  allege  that  condh- 
tions  of  some  kind  or  other  have  been  imposed 
upon  a  number  of  the  new  States  adopted  into 
the  Union  since  the  Constitution  was  formed,  to 
wit :  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Alabama ;  and  also  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  Virginia  on  Kentucky,  when 
the  latter  was  permitted  to  go  into  a  State.    To 
this  long  list  of  precedents  a  number  of  answers 


can  be  given,  each  and  every  one  of  them  satis- 
factory. 

In  the  first  place,  all  those  States  were  w^illing 
to  enter  into  the  compact,  or  agreement,  and  no 
efforts  were  made  to  impose  it  upon  them,  and  ai- 
force  it  without  their  consent.     Beside^  as  to  a 
number  of  the  States,  the  conditions  did  not  go 
to  take  away  any  of  the  great  rig^hts  of  sover- 
eignty and  self-ffovemment.    In  the  second  place, 
the  States  wbicn  agreed  to  the  conditions,  having 
done  it  willingly,  the  attention  of  the  nation  was 
never  directed  to  the  question  of  the  Coasnto- 
tional  power  of  Congress  to  exact  them.    They 
were  precedents,  estaolished  without  debate,  with- 
out contest,  in  the  language  of  the  lawr  they  passed 
8ub  iilenHOj  and  are  entitled  to  no  ifrei^ht  as  an- 
thority.    I  would,  however,  remark  to  this  Hoosp, 
that  the  compact  oetween  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
under  an  opnion,  I  presume,  that  it  was  not  oat 
of  the  power  of  the  Legbiature  of  Kentocky.  iff 
law,  to  violate  and  infract  it.  and  to  put  it  com- 
pletely out  of  the  reach  of  all  legisbttion,  it  is  made 
part  of  the  constimtion  of  Kentucky.     I  agree 
that  ffreat  deference  and  respect  are  to  be  paid  to 
precedents,  established  with  due  deliberation  upoa 
matters  of  State  policy,  for  nothing  is  so  dcsiiabie 
as  uniformity  and  consistency  in  the  administia- 
tion  of  government.    But  I  do  now,  as  I  ever  hare 
done,  enter  my  most  solemn  protest  against  the 
following  of  precedents,  either  in  the  legisbttreor 
judicial  departments  of  Grovemmrat,  which  are 
ffross  and  ]Mdpable  violations  of  the  Constimtion. 
Upon  a  Constitutional  question,  what  sitmition  are 
we  placed  in  when  following  precedents  against 
the  admonitions  of  conscience  ?    Precedents  point 
one  way — our  judgment  the  other.     Is  there  any 
choice  left?    No,  none — ^no  more  than  there  b 
between  perjury  and  innocence.    Can  preoedeni, 
I  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  sanctify  and  haUow 
that  which  is  a  crime  on  earth  of  the  deepest  dye, 
and  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  oar  Father 
who  presides  in  Heaven  ? 

Under  the  head  of  preliminary  facts  and  posi- 
tions, let  us  inquire,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the 
claims  of  the  people  and  Territory  of  Missoori,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  men]i>er  of  this 
great  political  family.  Her  territory  is  not  udq- 
sually  large.  The  dimensions  of  the  proposed 
State  are  not  greater,  do  not  contain  more  square 
miles,  than  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUi- 
nois.  Her  population  b  admitted  by  all  to  be  up- 
wards of  sixty  thousand.  No  State  which  has 
been  admitted  into  thb  Union  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  had,  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion, a  greater  population ;  several  of  Uiem  had 
scarcely  half  the  number.  The  Constitution,  when 
it  says,  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  bv  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union,"  is  silent  upoa  tne  subject 
of  numbers  or  boundary,  but  leaves  that  su^ect  to 
the  sound  discretion  of  Congress.  The  manner  in 
which  that  discretion  has  been  exercised,  has  bees 
so  imiform  and  invariable,  that  it  amounts  to  s 
law.  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  proclamation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  Territories  that,  whenever 
their  numbers  approach  to  fiAy  or  sixty  thonsasd, 
i  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  .burst  from  around  them 
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the  bonds  and  chains  of  territorial  servitude  and 
vassalage,  and  assume  and  exercise  the  rights  of 
self-government,  the  inalienable  rights  of  mankind. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  independent  of  the  practice 
of  this  Government  in  admitting  other  States  into 
the  Union,  I  say,  upon  principle,  if  Missouri  were 
the  first  candidate  that  ever  offered  aild  asked  for 
admission,  we  would  be  bound  to  do  one  of  two 
things— either  to  receive  her  as  a  sister  State,  Or 
permit  her  to  set  up  an  independent  government 
for  herself.  Who  in  this  House  is  prenared  to 
deny  and  disclaim  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Americaii  Revolution  commenceo,  and  in  con- 
tending for  which  we  established  our  indepen- 
dence? Was  it  the  amount  of  the  duty  imposed 
upon  the  tea  ?  I  answer,  no ;  because,  by  reason 
of  the  drawback  allowed  to  Great  Britain  upon  its 
exportation  to  the  then  colonies,  we  could  buy  it 
cheaper,  and  pay  the  duty  here,  than  we  could  pur- 
chase it  before.  But  the  principle  we  contend  for 
was  this,  that  we,  from  our  intelligence  and  popu- 
lation, were  competent  for  all  the  purposes  of  self- 
government  ;  and  that  it  was  the  inalienable  birth- 
right of  all  men  to  be  bound  by  no  laws  unless 
they  participated  in  their  enactment ;  and  that  any 
law  made  by  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  which  we  iiad  no  voice,  no  representa- 
tion, was  not  only  not  obligatory  upon  us,  but  ab- 
solutely, as  it  respected  us,  null  and  void.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  ocean,  it  was  contended  that  the 
laws  enacted  bv  the  Imperial  Parliament  and  their 
Majesty,  were  oinding  upon  us  in  ail  cases  what- 
soever. The  above  was  the  point  in  issue  between 
the  parties.  Our  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  our 
bein^  assembled  here  on  this  day,  proclaims  the 
glorious  result  of  the  contest.  But  then,  in  those 
good  times,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  the  feelings  and 
interest  of  the  American  people  to  contend  and 
spill  the  best  blood  of  the  land  for  first  principles. 
Now,  I  am  sorry  to  sav,  that  one  portion  of  these 
United  States  find  it  their  interest  to  combat  those 
very  principles  for  which  a  number  of  their  fathers 
glorionslv  perished. 

Mr.  Cnairman,  the  claims  of  Missouri  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  this  Union,  do  not  rest  here.  She  has 
additional  and  still  stronger  demands  upon  this 
House  to  grant  what  she  asks  for,  if  such  could 
exist,  which  are  based  upon  the  following  clause  in 
the  Treaty  of  Cession  Mtween  the  United  States 
and  France^  by  which  treaty  Louisiana  was  trans- 
ferred to  this  Government.  The  part  of  the  treaty 
I  allude  to,  reads  in  these  words :  ^'  That  the  in- 
^  habitants  of  the  Territory  shall  be  incorporated 
'  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  aamitted 
'  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 
'  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
'  the  Unit^  States,  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall 
^  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
^  ment  of  their  libertv,  property,  and  the  religion 
'  which  thev  profess." 

By  this  clause,  you  and  this  House,  Mr.  Chair- 
man,'will  perceive  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  to  incorporate  and  admit  that  Territory 
into  the  union  or  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  prmcipl^  of  the  Fedoal  Constitution,  and  the 


peojde  of  it,  when  admitted,  shall  enjoy  all  the 
riffhts,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  admission  to  be  as^ 
soon  as  possible ;  thereby  meaning  as  soon  as  their' 
numbers  would  justify  it.  To  the  treaty  it  is  an- 
swered, from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  of  this  Government  can- 
not bind  and  compel  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.  To  this  I  answer,  that  althou^ 
the  treaty-making  power  cannot  compel  Congress 
to  do  any  act,  yet  it  can  constitutionally  stipulate 
for  an  act  to  be  done  by  Congress ;  and,  if  not 
done,  the  national  honor  and  faith  will  be  violated, 
which  no  ^ntleman,  proud  of  the  high  character 
of  this  nation,  would  aesire  ever  to  see.  When  a 
treatv  is  made,  by  which  inhabited  territory  is 
cedea  from  one  nation  to  another,  who  are  the 
parties?  I  answer,  not  only  the  contracting  na- 
tions, but  the  people  living  on  the  territory  which 
is  bought  and  sold ;  and  the  inhabitants,  by  agree- 
ing to  the  cession,  for  they  cannot  be  transferred 
without  their  consent,  (see  Vattel,  page  118-19,} 
have  paid  a  valuable  consideration  for  all  stipula- 
tions in  their  favor ;  and  what  is  more,  being  the 
weakest  of  the  three  parties,  magnanimity  requires 
towards  them  at  least  a  scrupulous  fulfilment  of 
all  conditions  in  their  favor. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  shall  it  be  said  at  this  day, 
that  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  the  nation  ?  Has 
not  Congress  ratified  and  confirmed  it  in  innumer- 
able instances?  Has  not  Congress  advanced  and 
paid  the  purchase  money  ?  Has  she  not  created  a 
new  State  out  of  it,  and  laid  the  balance  off  into 
Territories,  surveyed  the  land,  sold  it^  and  received 
millions  of  the  purchase  money  ?  If  all  those  acts 
do  not  amount  to  a  ratification  and  confirmation 
of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Congress,  I  would  be 
glad  that  gentlemen  would  point  out  what  further 
act  can  be  done  to  give  it  additional  efficacy. 

From  the  foresoing  remarks  which  I  have  made, 
Mr.  Chairman,  these  fiicts  and  positions  are  mani- 
fest: First,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  cuts  no 
figure  in  this  question.  .Secondly,  tnere  is  no  respect 
to  be  paid,  no  weight  to  be  attached  to  the  precedents 
adduced  hj  the  ^^tlemen  on  the  other  side.  On  the 
part  of  Missotm,  her  numbers,  the  custom  of  this 
Grovemment  in  similar  cases,  and  the  treaty  with 
France,  all,  all  conjoin  in  enforcing  her  claims  to 
admission.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  have  I  la- 
bored thus  much  to  establish  the  foregoing  propo- 
sitions, and  to  refute  the  preposterous  doctrinea 
above  referred  to,  as  advanced  by  my  adversaries, 
when  the  very  amendment  itself,  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  offered,  seems  to  admit  the  claims 
of  Missouri  to  become  a  sister  State. 

We  npw  come  fairly  to  this  momentous  question. 
Has  Congress  the  rignt  to  exact  from  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  surrender  of  so  much  of  their  Stale 
sovereignty  as  is  contemplated  by  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration  ?  In  tne  press  of  debate, 
it  is  certainly  greatly  desirable  that  we  should 
enter  into  it  with  coolness  and  impartiality,  and 
neither  side  be  inflamed  by  passions  of  any  kind, 
except  the  love  of  country,  and  a  desire  to  promote 
her  interest.  But,  alas !  that  seems  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. 
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Behold,  Mr.  Chainmii,  and  see  how  our  tables 
groan  with  the  cumbrous  mass  of  memorials  and 
petitions,  from  town  meetings,  colonizing  societies, 
and  emancipating  clubs,  together  with  resolutions 
from  all  the  non-slaveholding  States.  This  mode 
of  operating  upon  this  House  is  eztremeljr  un- 
friendlv,  and  hostile  to  the  enactment  of  good,  wise 
and  salutary  laws.  It  prevents  and  destroys  the 
bmeficial  eSects  of  a  free  interchange  of  sentiments 
upon  great  national  subjects.  I  aclnowledge  that 
three  of  the  slayeholdinf  States  have  sent  also  to 
this  House  requests  and  instructions;  thev  were 
only  intended  by  wny  of  counteraction  to  tne  {pon- 
derous mass  on  the  other  side.  I  duly  appreciate 
the  motive  that  induced  their  being  sent ;  it  was 
a  display  of  effort  in  the  good  cause.  But  it  was 
entirely  unnecessary ;  it  was  an  act  of  superero^- 
tion,  for  we  had  been  instructed  before.  Our  in- 
structions come  from  hieher  authority ;  they  came 
from  the  Convention  oflTSS.  I  hold  them  in  my 
hand;  they  are  known  throughout  the  civilized 
world  by  tne  name  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  pursuing  the  investintion  of  this 
subject,  in  the  order  I  proposed,  it  willbe  necessary, 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  should 
have  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  relative  power 
of  the  General  and  S  late  Governments.  I  take  this 
proposition  to  be  undeniable,  that,  were  it  not  for 
the  contract  because  the  States,  which  is  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  that  the  States  would 
be  completely  sovereign  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
and  that  every  power  and  attribute  incidental  to, 
or  connected  with,  sovereignty  would  belong  to  the 
States.  The  proposition  is  eaually  incontrovert- 
ible that,  as  the  Gbvernment  ot  the  United  States 
possessed  no  sovereignty  originally,  or  even  exist- 
ence itself,  and  being  composed  entirely  of  dele- 
gated powers  from  the  States,  that  it  possesses  none 
of  the  original  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  it  can 
do  nothing  which  it  is  not  authorized  to  do  by  the 
Constitution,  either  by  an  express  grant  of  power, 
or  by  an  implicit  grant  as  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  some  power  already  given.  If  the  two  prop- 
ositions above  stated  be  correct,  and  of  the  truth 
of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  it  follows  as  a 
eonse(}uence,  independent  of  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  which  reads  in  these  words  "the 

*  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
^  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
^  are  reserved  to  the  Stipes  respectively,  or  to  the 

*  people ;"  that  Congress  can  do  nothing  which 
they  are  not  authorized  to  do,  and  that  the  States 
ean  do  every  thing  that  is  not  delegated  to  Con- 
gress, or  which  they  are  not  forbid  to  do.  The 
above  conclusions  refute  all  the  arguments  which 
we  have  heard  about  the  omnipotence  of  Congress. 
Doctrines  at  all  times  dangerous,  but  extremdy  so 
BOW  on  account  of  their  bein£^  so  fashionable.  In 
support,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  points  I  have  en- 
deiivored  to  establish,  I  will  read  from  3  Dallas — 
in  the  case  of  the  State  against  Cobbett,part  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
also,  to  the  same  point,  part  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Virginia,  in  the  case  of  Hun- 
ter against  Martin ;  and  also  the  following  passage 
from  Vattel's  Laws  of  Nations. 


[Mr.  HAnniif,  after  reading  tlie  passages  from 
the  different  books  above  referred  to,  proceeded  b 
his  argument  as  follows :] 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  Mr.  ChairiBaiiY  we  rnQr. 
pause  for  a  moment,  until  we  ascertaimMrhatkindof 
property  a  man  has  in  his  slave  ?  The  answer  tc 
this  question  is  not  difficult,  for  none  mnll  preteac 
to  deny  but  that  his  property  is  absolute  and  qa- 
qualified,  as  much  so  as  to  any  property  a  nas 
can  possess,  except  the  right  to  take  iVom  his  siare 
his  life :  and  this  right  to  slave  property  is  lue- 
quivocally  Teco|g:ni9ed  by  the  Constitution,  first,  ja 
the  clause  which  gives  a  representation  i&  this 
House  for  three-fifms,  and,  secondly,  in  that  {an 
which  reads  in  these  words — ^^  no  person  hdd  U 
'  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws 
'  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  skali,  in  coiise- 
'  quence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
^  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  saeh 
^  service  or  tabor  may  be  due^"  Mr.  Chairmat* 
having  progressed  thus  far  in  the  argument,  I  mar 
safely  say  to  my  opponents,  you  allege  that  Coi- 
gress  has  the  power  to  impose  the  restrictioa: 
We  deny  it ;  and  it  being  admitted  upon  all  haads. 
and  from  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  if  Congies 
have  the  power  it  must  exist  in  the  Constimtioe 
and  no  where  else,  I  therefore  call  upon  you,  to  lay 
your  finger  upon  that  part  of  the  ConstitotiaD 
which  will  sustain  you  m  the  hi^h  groimd  you 
assume.  In  answer  to  this  call,  which  is  made  not 
by  me  alone,  but  other  gentlemen  also,  we  see  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  nearly  as  great  confu- 
sion and  uproar  as  i^evailed  at  the  Tower  of  Babel, 
when  the  angel  from  Heaven  was  sent  down  to 
disperse  the  people,  and  confound  their  language. 
One  takes  one  part  of  the  Constitation,  another 
disclaims  that  and  selects  another  part;  and  no 
two  seem  to  agree  throughout.  I  will  examine  the 
several  parts  of  the  Constitution  rdied  mmn  by 
each  of  them.  One  gentleman  has  by  nisntly  lo- 
cubration,  with  infinite  labor  and  researdi,  found 
the  following  passage — "  Congressshall  have  power 

*  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties^  .imposts,  and  ex- 
'  oises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 

*  defence  and  geaeral  welfareof  the  United  States,^ 
upon  which  ne  places  great  reliance.  He  says. 
that  Congress  has  the  power  given  to  provide  f«r 
the  general  welfare,  and  in  doing  that,  she  cas 
enact  and  pass  any  law  that  may  tend  to  the  per- 
manence, durability,  and  glory  of  the  Genoal 
Government  Sir,  according  to  that  gentleman's 
construction  of  this  clause,  itCongress  should  taJre 
up  an  opinion  that  the  State  governments  retarded 
the  advance  and  progress  of  the  nation  in  its  rapid 
and  brilliant  career  of  national  prosperi^,  they 
could  extinguish  and  annihilate  them.  This  b  a 
great  departure  from  the  good  old  democratic  doc- 
trine  of  1788,  which  once  distinguished  the  parties 
in  the  United  States,  I  consider,  Mr.  Chairmas, 
that  the  gentleman  has  misunderstood  that  part  gi 
the  Constitution  altogether.  That  clause,  or  I  ain 
mo«t  egregiously  mistaken,  contains  no  delcnticA 
of  power  further  than  this:  Congress  sbaifhire 
power  to  do  what  1  Answer,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises,    por  what  purpose  ?  I 
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again  ask :  answer,  Co  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States.  To  pay  the  debts,  provide  forthe  common 
defence,  and  general  we}fare,are  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained, by  giving  Ck>ngress  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  impostsand  excises;  there  is  no  del- 
egation of  power  in  that  part  of  the  Constitution  to 
be  found,  ^diich  speaks  of  providing  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  nation.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  heartily  tired  with  the  con- 
tinued and  repeated  claims  of  this  G^eral  Welfare ; 
when  he  was  but  a  youth,  we  made  him  consider- 
able presents  from  time  to  time,  at  the  expense  of 
State  rights :  when  he  grew  to  be  a  man,  we  pro- 
vided him  R  handsome  marriage  portion  by  giving 
him  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millions !  He  is  a  ^reat 
favorite,  for  even  the  judiciary,  who  by  law  is  to 
have  no  sympathies,  has  taken  nim  undor  its  espe- 
cial care  and  safe  keepings  It  is  time  we  should 
resist  his  claims  and  stop  him  in  his  high  career  of 
universal  dominion.  In  examining,  sir,  his  pre- 
tensions, for  he  is  like  most  of  our  Umerals  in  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war — only  brave,  formi- 
dable and  dangerous  on  paper — we  have  one  con- 
solation, that  is,  we  incur  no  hazard  in  losing  our 
eoTV.  S^me  gentlemen  from  the  opposite  side,  rely 
upon  the  following  part  of  the  Constitution:  ^'To 
*•  make  all  laws  whicfa^ shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
*■  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 
*  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution 
^  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
'  department  or  office  thereof,"  as  giving  the  power 
to  Coumss.  That  clause  is  lOte  the  last  one 
noticed  by  me^  it  contains  no  delegation  of  power ; 
it  neither  adds  to  or  diminishes  the  powers  of  .Con- 
gress ;  it  was  evidently  introduced  first  to  prevent 
those  who  were  hostile  to  the  General  Government 
from  alleging  that  it  had  no  powers  incidental  to 
those  expressly  granted,  and  which  were  necessary 
to  be  exercised  to  effectuate  the  objects  for  which 
the  Constitution  was  framed  and  adopted.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  using  the  word  necessary,  it  was 
intended  to  restrict  and  prevent  Congress  from 
taking  too  great  a  latitude  in  its  selection  and  adop- 
tion of  the  means  to  carry  into  fiiU  effect  the  powers 
already  granted,  it  seems  evident  to  me,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  have  given  the  plain  meaning  and 
clear  exposition  of  this  last  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  doctrine,  that  Congress  can  enact  any 
law  which  she  may  deem  netful  and  necessary 
for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  most  dangerous  one,  and  if  persisted 
in,  must  lead  to  the  complete  consolidation  of  this 
Government.  All  men  in  power  are  grasping  after 
more,  and,  by  every  means  in  their  reach,  endeav- 
oring to  extend  it ;  proclaiming  to  the  world  that 
power  in  tikeir  hands  is  harmless  as  it  respects  and 
reeards  the  rights  of  thcdr  fellow  men. 

It  is  time,  sir,  that  this  plea  of  necessity  for  the 
extension  of  power,  should  be  disresarded,  and  no 
longer  allowed.  I  would  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  this  House,  to  cast  your  eyes  back  upon  the 
nations  of  the  world,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
from  the  formation  of  the  first  Govemmmt,  under 
Nimrod,  who  was  a  mighty.  Atmler,  to  the  present 
day,  and  tell  me,  has  not  evory  encroachment  upon 


the  civil,  political,  and  religious  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, been  justified,  or  apologized  for,  under  this 
same  i^ea — neceniiy?  The  Ministers  of  Great 
Britain  plead  necessity  for  the  present  system  of 
taxation,  which  now  bows  down  to  the  earth  with 
the  heaviest  load  of  oppression,  the  people  of  that 
country.  Bonaparte  plead  necessity  for  his  con- 
scriptions ;  even  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  if  he  takes 
ofi*  the  head  of  one  of  his  subjects,  pleads  necessity. 
I  do  assure  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  civilly,  mo- 
rally, politically;  and  religiously,  a  greater  tjrrant 
never  existed  than  this  same  necessity.  The  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article — which  reads  in  these 
words,  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  per- 
'  sons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
*  proper  to  ^dmit,  shall  not  be  prohioited  by  the 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or 
'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not 
<  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person" — ^has  be<Mi 
rriied  on  by  some  gentlemen,  as  giving  the  power 
to  impose  the  present  restriction.  The  words, 
^Buch  persons,"  in  that  clause,  I  apee.  mean 
slaves,  and  that  the  word  **  migration''  alludes  to 
the  same  description  of  persons  as  the  word  ^  im- 
portation." The  restriction  upon  the  power  of 
Congress  not  to  impose  a  higher  duty  than  ten 
dollars  j  proves  incoatestably  that  slaves  are  intended 
by  the  expression,  such  persons.  The  fair  construc- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  is  this,  that 
the  States  had  the  right  to  import  slaves,  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  and,  when  the  Constitution  was 
made,  the  whole,  or  some  of  them  at  least,  did  not 
wish  to  abandon  that  trade,  or  to  put  it  into  the 
power  of  Congress  to  stop  it,  until  the  expiration 
of  twenty  years;  because,  without  this  clause. 
Congress,  having  the  complete  power  over  our 
commerce  with  loreign  nations,  could  have  pro- 
hibited it  at  once;  and,  also,  lest  Congress  might 
cut  up  the  trade  by  duties  too  heavy  to  be  borne, 
the  tax  or  duty,  wnich  otherwise  might  have  been 
extended  indennilely,  is  limited  to  ten  dollars. 
But  it  is  said  that  migration  can  as  well  mean  the 
carrying  from  one  State  to  another,  as  bringing 
them  from  quarters  of  the  world  unconnected,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and,  further- 
more, there  Ming  no  restriction  upon  the  duty 
whicn  Congcess  may  lay  upon  the  migration  of 
such  persons^  proves  that  Congress,  upon  the  ini- 
gration  thus  intended,  could  not  lay  a  duty,  and 
that  could  not  happen  unless  the  word  migration, 
as  there  used,  intended  the  taking  of  the  slaves 
from  one-quarter  of  the  United  States  to  another. 
To  tliat  course  of  reasoning  the  following  answers 
can  be  given :  that  the  word  importation,  as  tliere 
used,  is,  to  have  its  common  acceptation,  the 
bringing  into  our  ports  from  foreign  countries; 
and  the  word  migration  is  intendecf  to  mean  the 
bringing  them  into  the  United  States,  not  through 
the  regular  channels  of  our  commerce,  by  entering 
them  at  the  custom-house,  but  in  any  and  every 
other  way  by  which  they  could  be  introduced  into 
the  United  States.  "Wnen  they  were  regularly 
entered  at  our  ports,  it  was  necessary,  when  tfare 
right  war  intended  to  be  secured  to  the  States^  to 
limit  and  i^estrict  the  power  of  Congress  in  laying 
a  duty ;  but,  if  not  entered  regularly  at  pert,  mate 
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was  little  or  no  danger  that  Congress  could  or 
would,  injuriously^  operate  upon  the  trade  by  cus- 
tom-house duties.  There  is  another  expression  in 
this  clause,  which  gentlemen  in  their  zeal  seem  to 
have  overlooked ;  a  word  which  casts  great  light 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  migration  and 
importation  of  such  n^sons  as  any  oi  the  States 
now  existing  shall  tnink  proper  to  admit;"  the 
word  '^  admit,"  which  apphes  equally  to  migration 
and  importation,  shows  evidently  that  the  persons 
there  intended  were  not  then  in  the  United  States; 
for,  if  they  were,  the  word  "  admit"  could  not  be 
used  in  relation  to  persons  in  already. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  more  of  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  House  upon  this  part  of 
the  Constitution  than  there  was  any  necessity  for. 
There  is  one  answer  to  all  the  arguments  drawn 
from  that  part  of  the  Constitution,  perfectly  con- 
clusive ;  there  is  not  one  word  in  that  clause  which 
ciMitains  a  delegation  of  power ;  but  it  is,  from  be- 
ginning to  ^d,  a  restriction  and  limitation  upon 
S»wer  already  granted.  I  would  ask  you  and  this 
ouse,  if  it  be  not  a  contradiction  in  terms,  a  per- 
version of  the  import  of  our  language,  to  say,  a 
limitation  of  power  contains  a  grant  of  power? 
That  part  of  the  Constitution  cannot,  therefore, 
aid  the  gentlemen  in  sustaining  the  doctrines  they 
advocate ;  and,  for  all  the  service  it  wiU  do  them 
in  this  argument,  it  may  as  well  be  erased  and 
blotted  out  of  the  Constitution.  This  clause  in 
the  Constitution  has  been  greatly  relied  upon  by 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House;  it  reads  in  these 
words :  "  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes."  They  say  that  the  power  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  among  the  several  States,  will 
authorize  this  restriction.  In  construing  this  part 
of  the  above  clause,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
into  view  the  following  clause :  "  No  tax  or  duty 
'  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State; 

*  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
'  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 

*  over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to 
'  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or 
'  pay  duties  in  another."  When  we  take  both 
those  parts  of  the  Constitution,  together,  what  do 
they  amount  to  1  This,  that  Congress  can  lay  no 
duty,  impose  no  restriction,  upon  any  article  of 
trade  or  commerce,  which  is  carried  on  from  one 
State  to  another ;  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
prevent  me  from  taking  any  of  •  my  property  from 
one  State  to  another ;  tor  how  can  it  operate  upon 
me,  if  it  can  neither  lay  a  duty  upon  the  eoods  or 
property  carried,  or  lay  a  restriction  or  prohibition 
either  upon  me  or  my  property  ?  The  intention 
of  the  Convention,  in  idserting  that  clause,  was. 
that  the  States  should  divest  themselves  of  all 
power  to  embarrass  and  trammel  each  others'  trade 
and  commerce  from  one  State  to  another.  The 
convention  was  well  aware  of  the  great  benefits 
to  the  whole  American  people  by  a  free  inter- 
change of  commodities  between  the  several  States. 
I  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  present  amendment  is  a  regulation 
of  commerce  bet>veen  the  States  ?  It  cannot  be  a 
regulation  of  codmierce,  for  it  is  not  general;  it  is 


not  applicable  to  the  wkde  United  Stales ;  it  e 
only  to  bind  Missouri.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  d 
an  act  to  regulate  commerce,  subject  to  the  future 
legislation  of  this  House;  but  it  is  irrevocaUe. 
My  slaves  are  a  part  of  my  family  ;  I  do  not  cam 
them  there  for  tne  {rarposes  of  comnierce ;  I  take 
them  there  to  serve  me ;  I  may  be  unwilling  tc 
part  with  them  upon  any  terms.  There  are  tie 
of  affection  frequently  existing  between  a  masur 
and  his  servants,  and  that  may  be  an  inducenMat 
to  carry  them  to  the  place  selected  for  his  /btun 
residence.  Can  it,  I  ask,  sir,  be  pretended  tint, 
under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  between 
the  States,  Congress  can  set  the  future  increase  of 
my  slaves  free  ?  No  one  certainly  has  the  hardi- 
hood to  assert  it 

Having  examined,  sir,  the  different  parts  of  tkt 
Constitution  under  which  this  pretended  power  is 
derived  by  gentlemen,  I  will  now  turn  my  aties- 
tion  to  the  only  part  of  the  Constitution  thatgires 
the  smallest  semblance  of  plausibility  to  that 
side  of  the  question.  It  is  the  first  member  of  tke 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  and  reads  is 
these  words:  ^^New  States  may  be  admitted  bytbf 
Congress  into  this  Union."  It  is  under  this  pait 
of  the  Constitutiim  that  Missouri  relies  for  admis- 
sion  into  the  Union.  Those  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  rely  also  upon  the  same  pan  of 
the  Constitution  for  the  power  to  impose  the  rp- 
striction ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  uwstreogtii 
of  the  argument  on  both  sides,  rests  upon  a  fkirex- 

Ssition  of  this  clause.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
ouse  we  are  told  that,  the  word  "  may''  being 
used,  that  Congress  has  a  discretioaaiy  power 
either  to  admit  or  refuse ;  and  if  Congress  have 
the  power  to  refuse  altogether,  it  can  admit  upoD 
conditions  such  as  it  may  think  proper  to  ptesenbe; 
because,  when  a  person  has  both  tne  right  to  give 
and  the  ri^ht  to  refuse,  that  the  right  to  refose  ne- 
cessarily  mcludes  the  power  to  give,  with  any 

Sualification,  the  donor  may  choose  to  annex  to 
[ie  thing  given.  This  argument,  at  first  view,  is 
imposing;  but,  in  truth  and  fact,  nothing  more 
false  and  erroneous.  I  will  concede  to  the  cende> 
men  what  they  a^  for,  and  they  are  indeoted  to 
my  bounty  for  it,  that  Congress  can  refuse,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  to  admit  Missouri ;  yet  the  con- 
elusions  drawn  from  that  right  do  not  follow;  be 
cause,  according  to  my  construction  of  that  clause. 
Congress  must  either  refuse  or  admit,  ^tbout  any 
other  or  further  qualification,  and  with  no  emte 
surrender  of  sovereignty,  than  the  original  thirteen 
States  which  made  that  Constitution  save  op  to 
the  government  of  the  Union.  I  wouldask,  what 
is  meant  by  the  word  Union  ?  Is  it  not  the  com- 
pact and  agreement  between  the  States^  and  which 
IS  called  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  not  the  bond  of 
union,  the  tie  that  binds  and  unites  the  States  to- 
gether ?  If  Congress  makes  Missouri  Kirrender 
any  portion  of  her  sovereignty  that  was  not  set- 
rendered  by  the  old  States,  how  can  she  be  a  paitj 
to  the  original  agreement  between  the  States;  be- 
cause, as  to  Missouri,  if  other  subsUmtial  articles 
be  added  to  the  great  contract  between  the  Staasj 
it  necessarily  fbuows  then  that  she  does  not  becane 
a  joint  partner  in  the  original  agreement,  and  ^ere- 
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fore,  if  she  be  eompdied  to  part  with  any  of  her 
sovereigntj,  retained  by  the  States  which  made 
the  CoDstitation,  she  is  not  a  member  of  the  Union. 
Sir,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to 
hare  formtten  the  import  of  the  words . "  new 
States."  w  hat  is  the  de&iition  of  the  word  State, 
as  there  used  ?  The  word  State,  when  applied  to 
a  corporate  body,  is  synonymous  with  the  word  na- 
tion, in  its  popular  acceptation,  and  also  in  ail 
treatises  upon  the  subject  of  national  law.  To 
support  that  position,  I  would  refer  the  House  to 
Vattel's  Law  of  Nations,  first  page.  Nation,  or 
State,  is  the  generic  term  for  a  great  political  as- 
sociation of  people;  and  the  terms  monarchy, 
aristocracy,  and  democracy,  are  only  specifications 
of  the  kind  of  government.  The  words  '^  new 
States,"  as  used  m  the  Constitution,  are  to  have  a 
qualified  meaning ;  what  I  would  call  and  consider 
a  constitutionally  technical  interpretation.  The 
import  of  the  word  State,  when  used  by  the  Con- 
stitution, means  a  political  association  of  people, 
with  just  the  same  sovereignty,  and  no  more  or 
less,  than  is  severall^r  possessed  by  the  thirteen  old 
States.  For,  if  you  five  it  less  of  great  rights  of  self- 
government,  it  IS  neither  a  State  in  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word,  as  defined  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  or  the  Constitutional  meaning  of  the  term. 
You  may  call  it  a  territory,  province,  colony,  or 
any  other  kind  of  excrescent  appendage  to  the 
Creneral  Government,  or  you  may  term  it  a  non- 
descript, but  I  protest  a^inst  its  being  called  a 
State. 

If  the  foregoing    conclusions  which  I  have 
drawn  be  correct,  Missouri  cannot  be  called  upon 
to  yield  to  the  General  Government  any  portion 
of  soverei^ty  possessed  by  any  other  of  the  States, 
and  what  is  more,  if  she  surrender  any  part  of  it, 
Congress,  which  only  acts  as  the  agent  of  the 
States  in  this  particular,  cannot  admit  her ;  for, 
from  the  time  of  such  surrender,  she  ceases  to  be 
a  State,  and  it  is  only  new  States  Congress  can 
admit.    Nay,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  go  further,  and  as- 
sert it  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  even 
if  Missouri  should  crouch  at  the  feet  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  become  its  humble  tool,  and  permit 
it  to  dictate  the  constitution  she  should  have,  and 
upon  those  conditions  ask  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  Congress,  then,  cannot  admit  her,  beoiuse 
the  other  States  are  parties  and  copartners  in  this 
great  governmental  compact,  and  none  shall  be, 
admitted  as  new  members  of  this  political  com- 
munity, unless  it  has  the  same  capital  of  the  original 
States  to  put  into  the  common  stock,  unless  she 
shall  have  the  same  stake  at  hazard.    In  plain 
English,  the  same  quantum  of  State  sovereignty 
to  balance  and  check  the  powers  and  encroach- 
ments of  the  General  Government,  instead  of  be- 
coming the  dependent  tool,  the  willing  handmaid 
of  its  rapid  march  and  proud  strides  towards  con- 
solidation and  universal  dominion.     But,  sir,  if 
Congress  can  call  upon  Missouri  for  a  surrender  of 
any  portion  of  her  ri^ts  which  are  retained  by  the 
other  States,  where  is  it  to  stop ;  to  what  lengths 
can  it  go?    Congress  may,  in  the  next  place, de- 
mand oi  her,  or  any  other  candidate  for  admission, 
to  yield  the  ccnnmand  of  die  State  militia,  to  give 


up  the  independence  of  the  judiciary;  nay,  to  sur^ 
render  all  the  great  rights  of  State  Government. 
There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  which  ^e 
absurdity  of  the  eentleman's  doctrine  is  still  more 
manifest.  The  beauty  in  our  Government  con- 
sists in  the  admirable  exactness  with  which  the 
powers  of  Government  are  divided  into  depart- 
ments, and  then  State  governments.  This  I  con- 
sider the  life  and  soul  of  this  nation.  The  cheoks 
and  balances  created  by  this  division  and  subdi- 
vision of  power,  forms  the  sheet-anchor — it  is  the 
flreat  paludium  of  the  Republic.  Now,  sir,  if 
Congress  can  admit  new  Stales  into  this  Union, 
and  require  as  a  condition  of  admission  by  this 
unconstitutional,  this  unhallowed  traffic  and  bar- 
gain-making, a  surrender  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment of  any  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  old 
States-^what.  I  ask,  would  be  the  consequence? 
It  would  be  this :  that  the  elegant  and  inimitable 
architecture  of  this  Grovemtnent  would  be  destroy- 
ed. Such  a  number  of  new  States  might  be  ad- 
mitted by  Congress,  under  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  ultimately  to  destroy  the  checks  upon  the 
General  Government  contemplated  by  the  State 
sovereignties,  and  there  would  be  no  competent 
power  remaining  in  the  States  to  control  Congress 
m  any  measure  it  might  adopt,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  rights  of  the  old  States.  This  power^  Mr. 
Chairman,  could  be  directed  to  still  more  ruinous 
mirposes:  such  a  number  of  these  nondescript 
States  might  be  admitted  as  to  repeal,  abrogate, 
and  destroy  the  Constitution  itself.  It  is  alleged 
as  a  further  argument,  and  asked  triumphantly  too, 
if  both  Congress  and  the  States  cannot  make  a 
contract ;  dnd  if,  say  they.  Congress  and  the  States 
both  have  the  power  to  contract,  these  conditions 
are  in  the  shape  of  a  compact,  and  they  can  be 
entered  into.  To  that  I  answer,  that  as  to  the 
buying  and  selling  of  property,  the  above-named 
parties  can  make  an  agreement ;  but  as  to  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  State  sovereignty,  one  has  no 
power  to  buy,  and  the  other  no  power  to  sell ;  and 
be&iides,  as  I  have  before  observed^  the  other  States 
are  parties  to  the  great  national  compact,  and  they 
have  in  their  general  constitution  forbid  this  kind 
of  barterhig,  or  rather  force  work.  Fullv  to  sup- 
port the  above  course  of  reasoning  whicn  I  have 
pursued,  there  is  still  one  other  propoeidon  which 
1  must  prove— 4hat  the  right  td  retain  in  slavery 
or  manumit  their  slaves,  as  the  States  respectively 
may  choose,  is  reserved  to  the  States  exclusively. 
I  would  ask  gentlemen,  was  not  the  property  of 
individuals  in  their  slaves  recognised  by  tne  Con- 
stitution? The  answer  must  oe  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Has  the  power  to  regulate  and  f^vern  the 
slave  property  been  delegated  by  the  original  States 
to  Conffress?  The  answer  must  be  in  the  nega- 
tive. If  these  two  answers  be  correct,  the  conse^ 
quence  is,  that  the  States  still  retain  the  right 
But  it  is  said  that  it  is  only  a  right  to  such  of  the 
States  as  then  held  slaves,  and  that  it  was  not  a 
general  right.  To  that  I  answer,  that  whether 
Uie  States  respectively  hold  slaves  or  not,  depends 
exclusively  upon  their  own  regulations,  and  not 
upon  any  power  in  Congress.  Slavery  being  fed- 
erated in  some  States,  and  abolished  in  others, 
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proTes  nothing:  it  only  displays  State  policy  and 
roliticm  on  the  subject. 

I  would  caU  the  attention  of  the  House,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  the  first  member  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  fourth  article,  whicJi  reads  in  these 
words:  "  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  sevend  States."  The  part  of  the  treaty 
which  I  hare  before  referred  to  contains,  in  sub- 
stance, the  same  declaration  as  it  respects  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana ;  for  it  says,  that  "  they 
'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
*  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution^ 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  rights,  advantages,  and 
'  immunities,  of  citizens  of-  the  United  States." 
The  rights  here  alluded  to  are  obviously  rights 
resulting  from  civil  institutions ;  bat  it  is  contend- 
,  ed  that  the  riffhts  referred  to  in  the  constitution 
and  treaty  are  federal  rights,  and  not  rights  which 
citizens  enjoy  under  their  respective  State  eovem- 
meats*  Upon  this  point  we  agree.  The  omy  mat- 
tci  of  difference  consists  in  this — the  rights  which 
a  citizen  enjoys  that  may  be  called /edmi^.  They 
aeem  to  confine  themselves  to  those  secured  to  the 
citizen  under  the  consolidated  aspect  of  the  Qov- 
emmest  I  go  further,  and  say,  that  citizens 
enjoy  federal  rights  under  the  federative  aspect  of 
the  Qovemment.  I  am  a  citizen,  sir,  of  the  polit- 
ical corporation,  existing  in  the  United  States, 
known  oy  the  name  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
As  a  corporation  and  State,  she  has  certain  State 
rights.  I  would  ask,  are  not  those  rights  secured 
to  her,  and  are  not  the  United  States  bound  to 
guaranty  the  full  enjoyment  of  them?'  The  an- 
swer must  be  in  the  aimrmative.  Then,  sir,  as  a 
citizen  of  Kentucky,  I  have  other  rights  that  mar 
be  called  federal,  brides  those  that  1  enjoy  in  the 
consolidated  aspect  of  the  Government ;  and  they 
are  rights  secured  to  me  through  the  medium  of 
the  corporation  or  State  to  which  I  beiong.  If  the 
above  positions  be  correct^  this  follows  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence — that,  il  vou  compel  Missouri  to 
relinquish  any  of  therignts  of  self*gorernment 
enjoyed  by  the  other  States,  her  citizens  will  not 
enjoy  the  same  pririleges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens of  the  sereral  States,  through  their  respectire 
State  gorernments. 

This  amendment  under  consideration.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  I  said  when  I  commenced  this  address, 
goes  so  far  as  to  emancipate  the  future  increase  of 
the  slaves  already  there.  The  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  mr  private  property  shall  not  be  taken 
from  me  witnout  my  consent,  unless  I  am  paid  for 
iL  I  vrould  ask  if  I  have  not  as  great  a  right  in 
the  future  increase  of  my  slaves  as  I  have  to  their 
work  prospectively?  I  must  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  And  I  would  challenge  gentlemen 
to  point  out  to  me  the  difference,  in  suMtance,  in 
taking  from  me  my  slave  and  in  taking  his  work. 
Ther  must  admit  there  is  none. 

Tne  amendment  proposed,  not  only  interdicts 
the  further  introduction  of  slares  into  Missouri, 
but  takes  from  the  resident  there,  who  owns  slares, 
part  of  tlie  profits  of  his  slave,  without  n^a^iwg  any 
compensation  there£Dr. 


I  hare  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  gone  thnmgk  tk 
two  first  great  divisions  of  this  subject,  in  the  or 
der  i  proposed  to  inrestigate  tkem.  Perhaps  I 
hare  been  somewhat  too  tedious,  bat  I  conld  not 
well  say  less.  Sir,  the  manner  in  'wbich  thi&  na- 
tion seems  dirided  upon  this  subject  conriooa 
me  of  one  thing  that  I  hare  Ions  suspected  to  be 
tnie,  that  our  opinions,  upon  all  that  rarietrd 
subjects  upon  which  we,  in  the  course  of  ourliVes. 
are  called  upon  to  decide,  are  the  result  of  dkt- 
tions  and  passions,  and  that  judgpient  had  no  eon- 
cem  therein.  Upon  this  occasion,  we  see  this 
opinion  fully  illustrated;  because  men,  djsttt- 
ffuished  both  for  integrity  and  talents,  are  to  k 
found  on  each  side ;  and  me  line  that  diridei  tk 
parties  is  a  local  one.  But,  sir,  the  unwilli&gnes 
manifested  by  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hoose  lo 
adjust  and  settle  this  dispute,  tuid  prercnt  as  ex- 
plosion that  must  shake  the  American  world  to  its 
centre,  induces  me  to  beliere  that  their  judgncMi 
are  warped  by  a  passion,  in  this  ease,  which  mif 
be  denomiaated  an  insatiable  thiral  after  powe; 
an  unwarrantable  lust  of  dominion. 

We  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  come  to  the  last  qae- 
tion  I  projposed  to  discuss.  It  is  this :  If  there  k 
no  impedunent  to  the  powers  of  CongiaB  fromtkc 
Constitution,  and  the  national  faith  will  not  be 
riolated  by  adopting  the  present  amendment,  does 
policy  dictate  the  measure?  I  do  rerily  behere 
that,  instead  of  its  being  expedient  to  impote  t^ 
proposed  restriction  upon  the  people  of  MisnoH, 
that  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic,  as  it  re> 
spected  the  nation ;  it  would  be  unjist,  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  slareholding  States ;  it  wootd  be  ini- 
quitous towards  those  who  hare  beoi  inrited  to 
settle  there,  and  purchase  our  land  at  a  high  price; 
and  a  most  aggrarated  and  flagrant  breach  of 
public  and  national  faith  to  those  who  lired  tbere 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  prohibition  of  slarery  west  of  the  Misns- 
sippi  is*  a  necessary  measure  to  prevent  the  smog- 
gling  of  slares  from  Africa  into  the  United  States, 
because  tt  opens  an  additional,  more  enlarged,  and 
extended  market  for  them.  The  diflfetence  in  the 
prioe  of  slares  now  between  the  United  Sialaaad 
Africa  aflbrds  to  those  unprincipled  men  whs  may 
feel  disposed  to  engage  in  that  unhallowed  tiaffie, 
the  most  alluring  temptations.  The  price  will 
not  be  enhanced  by  permitting  slavery  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  at  least  by  allowing,  for  ^t  is  the 
question,  the  people  of  Missouri  to  deCmnine  ior 
themaelres  whether  they  will  tolerate  shrery  or 
not :  because  gentlemen  must  know  that  the  ralue 
of  slares^  and  the  demand  for  them,  must  and  al- 
ways will  depend,  until  p<^pulation  becomes  so 
crowded  that  they  cannot  be  useftiUy  employed, 
upon  the  price  of  those  exports  which  are  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil.  Hare  we  not  seen  within  a  few 
years  past  this  fact  fully  illustrated  in  the  fluctua- 
tion in  the  price  of  slares.  Nothing  can  stop  the 
slare  trade  but  the  rigflanceof  that  part  of  our 
nary  which  is  employed  to  prerent  it  If  I  am 
correctly  informed,  although  the  gendemen  frav 
the  North  sicken  at  the  idea  of  slavery  being  tol- 
erated in  MiaMNizi,  some  of  their  brethien  in^e 
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had  their  mercantile  cupidity  aroused  and  put  into 
action  by  the  immense  |iro&ts  of  this  tiaae.  Mr. 
Chairman,  this  crying  sin,  this  traffic  in  human 
blood,  the  late  smilffg^ing  of  slaves,  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  much,  do  not  rest  solely  upon  us ; 
the  land  of  9cber  habiU  must  bear  a  large  share  of 
the  guilt. 

It  is  furthermore  allied,  that,  by  pennitling 
slavery  in  that  country,  it  will  operate  upon  and 
diminish  the  efficient  force  of  the  nation,  that  the 
people  ^f  the  slaveholding  States  will  be  able  to 
pay  their  proportions  and  contribute  their  c«ntin* 
^ents  in  money,  but  can  add  nothing  to  the  mili- 
tary stren^  of  the  nation.  That  assertion  needs 
[10  refutaticm  from  me.  The  history  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  earliest  settlements,  to  the  fvesent 
lay,  proclaim  that  declaration  false  and  ground- 
I  would  appeal  to  the  generosity  and  ma^ 


ess. 


lanimity  of  the  people  fVom  the  North  for  an  open 
ind  explicit  contraoiction  of  that  assertion.  Let 
ivery  battle  in  the  late  war  testify  to  the  contrary ; 
lay,  more,  when  a  haughty  and  insulting  enemy 
^as  in  sight,  they  never  had  any  Constitutional 
icruples  in  crossing  their  State  line^  How  fortu- 
late  for  the  prosperity  and  integrity  of  these  Uni- 
ed  States  would  it  oe  had  the  North  the  same 
-everence  for  the  Constitution  now,  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  that  they  had  last  war  in  the 
ield  of  battle;  but  perhaps  the  remark  which  I 
lave  been  answering,  when  made,  was  not  in- 
ended  to  call  in  question  the  bravoy,  patriotism, 
md  courage,  of  the  people  of  the  South  and  West, 
ivhere  slavery  was  tolerated,  but  only  intended  to 
:onvey  the  idea,  that  part  of  the  white  male  popu- 
ation  was  needed  at  home,  in  times  of  war,  to 
ceep  down  the  spirit  of  rebellion  and  insurrection 
n  tne  slaves.  Admit  their  position  in  that  respect 
o  be  correct,  what  is  the  remedy  which  ousht  to 
)e  applied?  I  answer  and  say,  disperse  and  scal- 
er tnem  throcwhout  the  American  continent  as 
nuch  as  possilje.  render  the  disproportion  between 
he  white  and  black  population  as  great  and  ob- 
rious  as  practicable,  and  that  b  the  surest  way  of 
ireventing  the  slaves  from  rising  in  arms;  by 
hese  means  you  present  to  them,  in  the  most  clear 
ind  striking  point  of  view,  their  own  weakness, 
heir  total  incapacity  to  regain  their  liberty.  Buti 
m  the  other  hand,  if  we  adopt  an  opposite  course  of 
xilicy,  and  confine  the  slaves  to  a  few  of  the 
States^  in  those  States  the  blacks  wtU  become 
Host  numerous  in  all  probability ;  they  have  ne 
Miucation,  no  information ;  they  are  incapable  of 
aking  a  survey  of  the  strength  and  resources  of 
;his  nation,  compared  with  meir  own  j  they  can 
>nly  draw  the  comparison  within  the  uimediate 
;ircie  of  their  respective  neighb<9rhoods»  The  con- 
;equence  of  this  will  be,  that,  impalietat  of  re- 
straint, repeated  abortive  efforts  will  be  made  to 
egain  their  liberty,  and  eaeh  attempt  of  that  kind 
Kvul  be  marked  and  characterized  first  hj  murders, 
issassinations, massacres,  and  conflagrations;  and 
iwfaen  this  spirit  of  insurrection  is  qudled,  num- 
bers will  be  punished  with  exemplary  vengeance, 
ind  the  situation  of  the  rest  rendered  more  miser- 
ible.  It  ought  not  now  to  be  togotfien  that  we 
ire  not  called  upon  to  decide  whether  akvery  shall 


be  admitted  into  the  United  States  or  not;  we 
have  them  here ;  we  cannot  get  clear  of  them ;  to 
set  them  free,  would  be  to  become  a  prey  to  their 
lawless  dqiredations.  The  countries  they  would 
infest  would  be  rendered  to  us  uninhabitable :  the 
immediate  question  now  before  us  is,  what  is  beat 
to  be  done  with  them?  Their  further  importation 
is  already  prohibited.  From  the  facilities  of  our 
laws  of  naturalization,  emigmtion  is  invited  from 
every  quarter  of  the  world ;  the  white  popalaticm- 
is  eaining  fast  on  the  black ;  nothing  is  to  be  ap- 
prdiended,  then,  from  them,  if  we  do  not  pursue 
the  policy  of  confining  them  to  a  small  put  of  the 
IJnited  States.  Gentlemen  say  that  the  creat  ob- 
ject of  their  policy  is  the  hapmness  and  Itticity  of 
the  slaves ;  the  amelioration  of  their  wretched  con- 
dition ;  if  that  be  their  obiect,  it  is  certainly  laud- 
able,  but  it  is  unquestionably  misdirected. 

Mr.  Chairman,  do  we  not  know  that  the  happi- 
,nes8  and  comforts  of  those  in  slavery  depend  upon 
a  few  beinff  owned  by  one  man ;  for,  when  hun- 
dreds are  mrown  together  upon  one  place,  under 
an  owner  who  knows  them  not,  who  has  no  affeo-i 
tion  for  them,  miserable  indeed  is  their  condition  | 
but,  on  the  otiier  hand,  when  a  few  only  bdong  to 
one  man,  he  knows  them,  he  loves  them,  he  coor 
aiders  them  a  part  of  has  family ;  some  have  been 
the  eompanions  of  hb  youth :  otheia  are  raised  by 
him,  ana  are  the  iday  matep  of  his  children.  Thete 
is,  then,  a  mutual  anection  between  the  white  and 
bbick  part  of  that  family.  When  in  this  situation 
they,  are  truly  happy,  so  far  at  least  as  is  consistent 
with  slavery.  They  want  nothing ;  they  are  crossed 
by  nothing*  The  last  is  a  source  of  felicity  that 
we  poor  busy  politicians  nevex  know.  We  hare 
heard  from  the  othd:  side  of  the  House  that  the 
toleration  of  slavery  west  of  the  Mississippi  will 
greatly  add  to  their  numbers  by  a  rapid  mcrease. 
Have  gentlemen  who  supnort  this  amendment 
viewed  this  proposition  in  all  its  bearings,  and  seen 
how  it  will  quadrate  with  the  ivindiples  of  religion 
and  humanity,  under  the  meious  garb  of  which 
they  make  their  sly  political  advances  to  the  attain- 
mcst  of  power  1  I  would  ask  them  how  the  popo* 
lalion  of  slaves  is  to  be  retarded?  The  diead  of 
suffering  by  want — one  of  the  causes  which  retard 
the  ficee  populatkm— will  never  prevent  them  from 
the  propagation  of  their  species.  The  other  means 
of  cffiBctmg  either  a  dimmution  oi  their  numbera, 
or  of  pieventinff  an  ineieafle,  is  1^  withholding  the 
necessaries  oflife,  hard  usage,  and  so  crowding 
them  together  as  to  beset  and  engender  maladies  of 
one  description  or  other.  On  the  other  hantL  a 
rapid  inerease  of  their  numbers  is  a  complete  dO' 
monsCmtion  of  their  situations  in  life  being  oom- 
ibrlable.  -  This  course  of  policy  of  these  humane 
eentlemen  to  withhdd  all  the  comforts- of  life 
from  the  slaves,  to  prevent  their  increase,  and  in 
that  way.  out  of  pore  love  for  them,  to  extinguish 
slavery  altogether,  is  what  I  would  call  humanity 
with  a  vengeance.  But  it  illustrates  what  I  said 
I  suspected  in  the  first  part  of  this  address — the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  which 
was  captivating  to  the  heart  of  the  philanthropial: 
and  religionist,  waa  only  an  empty  barrel  thrown 
out  to  Uie  whale.    I  would  aak  those  honorable 
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gentlemen  if  our  country  is  so  thiekly  settled  at 
this  time  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  adopt  any 
coarse  of  pdicy  intended  and  calculated  either  to 
diminish  or  retard,  by  withholding  the  comforts  of 
life,  the  numbers  of  any  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  land  ?  Do  they  expect  it  will  for  centuries 
yet  to  come  1  China,  i  believe,  is  the  only  spot 
upon  the  earth  where  the  population  is  pressing 
against  the  limits  of  subsistence,  and  wnere  the 
execrable  policy  of  infanticide  has  been  sanctioned 
by  Qovernment. 

This  amendment  is  fraught  with  the  greatest 
iniustice  towards  the  people  of  Missouri.  Those 
who  lived  there  and  had  sUves,  when  that  country 
was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  were  told  in 
the  most  solemn  manner  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
treaty  itself,  that  they  were  to  be  secured  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  property ;  and  it  was  then 
well  known  to  theconiractmg  parties,  that  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  haa  slaves.  To  those 
who  have  moved  there  since,  what  has  been  the 
language  of  this  Government  to  them?  It  was, 
that  slavery  should  be  tolerated  there,  because  Con- 
gress, in  the  territorial  administration  of  the  ffov- 
emment  of  that  country,  did  not  prohibit  it.  Un- 
d^  the  persuasion  that  tnat  description  of  property 
was  and  would  continue  to  be  well  secured  to  the 
rightful  proprietors,  numbers  have  been  induced 
to  move  from  all  the  slaveholdiuff  States,  to  that 
country,  and  carrv  their  negroes  cdon^  with  them. 
That  quarter  of  tne  world  being  alike  tree  and  open 
to  emigrants  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States, 
the  demand  for  land  was  increased,  the  price  of  it 
enhanced,  and  this  Government  had  been  the  gainer 
thereby.  Carry  this  amendment,  and  what  is  the 
result  ?  A  violation  of  national  honor  and  plighted 
faith  to  those  who  are  there,  and  who  have  not  the 
means  of  resistance.  They  are  completely  at  our 
mercy ;  and  although  justice  is  on  their  side,  they 
have  no  way  to  obtain  it,  unless  we  grant  it  to 
them.  But  I  am  afraid  that  their  appeal  for  their 
political  rights  is  addressed  to  a  tribunal  with 
which  justice,  humanity,  and  religion  is  but  a 
name,  a  shadow,  a  phantom.  We  are  told  that 
the  slave  property  which  is  now  there,  shall  be 
secure  to  the  owners.  I  have  shown  that  the  in- 
crease is  to  be  taken  from  them.  If  the  amendment 
shall  be  adopted,  and  the  same,  from  necessity. 
acceded  to  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  what  will 
follow  as  the  conseqfuence  ?  This — that  emigra- 
tion from  all  the  slaveholding  States  being  sub- 
stantially prohibited,  the  poptdation  will  flow  into 
that  country  exclusively  from  the  North,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  by  State  regulations, 
their*  slaves  will  'be  taken  from  them.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  advocate  this  amendment,  well  know 
the  consequence  that  will  follow  from  the  restric- 
tion as  now  proposed.  Their  declaration  that  the 
slave  property  now  there  is  not  eventually  to  be 
affected,  is  insidious;  it  cannot  deceive  us.  the 
nation,  or  gull  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  this 
were  not  the  expected  and  looked  for  consequence, 
that  master  stroke  of  Northern  politics,  to  make  it 
a  non-slaveholding  State,  would  be  an  abortion^ 
and  fall  short  of  its  mark.  The  people  of  Missouri 
have  sagacity  enough,  if  this  amendment  shall  be 


adopted,  to  know  upon  what  diey  have  todepeai: 
that  is,  either  resistance  to  the  measure,  or  an  abem- 
donment  of  their  country  and  homes,  becmuse  thef 
never  will  consent  to  give  up  and  lose  their  slare 
property.  If  they  choose  the  latter  altematiTe. 
and  seek  out  other  countries  to  remore  to,  and  otfae 
lands  for  habitations,  their  possessions  which  they 
have  purchased  in  its  virgin  state  at  a  high  price, 
and  with  great  labor  rescued  part  of  it  from  tbe 
forest  and  wilderness,  will  have  to  be  thrown  iotc 
the  market.  That,  together  with  the  land  of  the 
Government,  which  ml  be  for  sale,  will  greidy 
reduce  the  {urice,  on  account  of  the  disproportion 
between  the  article  in  market  and  the  dcnaad. 
Those  of  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  irho  will  be 
expelled  their  coun^  by  this  restriction,  will  be 
compdled  to  sell  their  lands  at  whatever  price  ttet 
may  be  offared ;  the  purchasers  will  be  from  the 
North ;  and  the  people  of  that  country,  althoo^ 
famed  for  their  outward  show  of  religion,  hnmanitr. 
and  sober  habits,  have  never  been  renuikahle  for 
their  liberality,  but  on  the  contrary,  notorious  fa 
their  capacity  at  driving  a  good  barnin :  Tbey 
are,  in  truth,  exceedingly  sharp-sighted,  in  moaefed 
matters  as  Well  as  poliiics.  There  are  other  con- 
siderations, which  ought  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  present  proposed  restriction.  Injostice,  as  h 
relates  to  the  siaveholdinff  States.  Tney  form,  is 
point  of  numbers,  one  half  of  this  Union.  T^ey 
paid  their  proportion  towards  the  pnrehase  of  this 
territory.  I  would  ask  of  this  House,  Mr.  Cbair- 
man,  and  particularly  those  who  advocate  die  op- 
posite side  of  the  Question ,  if  towards  those  States 
It  be  fair,  honorable^  and  just,  by  the  dead  weight 
of  numbers  here,  to  interdict  and  y^hilHt  their  in- 
habitants from  an  equal  participation  in  the  enjor- 
ment  of  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
largest  and  fairest  portion  of  the  American  wtu^d  ? 
Where,  I  would  ask,  can  the  people  of  those  States 
which  tolerate  slavery  move  to,  it  y^ou  foriad  them, 
by  a  system  of  measures,  (ram  going  there'?  The 
wboleof  the  territories,  except  &e  Missouri,  whick 
belong  to  the  United  States,  have  already  bees 
surrcMcred  to  the  nou'^laveholding  States ;  for  it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that  where  slavery  is  pro- 
hibited, there  the  slavfe  owners  cannot  go,  because 
they  cannot  give  up  their  slave  property.  Nay. 
more,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  even  affection  forbios 
a  separation.  It  nas  been  said,  that  we  can  more, 
if  we  are  'desirous  to  emigrate,  to  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Alabama ;  but  I  would  ask,  how  can  a 
Marylander,  a  Vii^inian.  and  Kentuckian,  move 
there  ?  He  and  his  family  have  been  accustomed 
to  a  colder  climate.  It  is  uncongenial  to  their 
constitutions;  The  danger  of  sickness  will  to  them 
be  alarming,  and  they  never  will  attempt  a  removal 
to  those  States,  a  few  rare  instances  excepted.  If 
you  take  from  us  the  whole  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, we  strike  at  once,  and  give  up  the  ship. 

we  are  reminded,  Mr.  Chairman,  again  an<i 
again,  that  the  pec^e  of  the  East  and  North  cannci 
emigiate  to  countries  where  slavery  is  tole4raied 
because  the  sight  of  a  fellow-being  in  bondage  is  sc> 
abhorrent  and  repuenant  to  their  fedin^ps.  Tkis 
is  a  story  which  wilfnot  bear  telling ;  it  is  fahiM 
and  disinroi^  by  every  day's  observation.    Slar^ 
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exists  in  this  District.  Hundreds  of  slaves  are  seen 
here  every  day.  Yet  we  see  with  what  ardor, 
zeal,  and  pertinacity,  the  gentlemen  from  the  land 
of  sober  habits  contest  the  riffhts  of  each  other  to 
seats  on  this  floor.  But  for  that  they  may  perhaps 
have  the  common  apology,  that  it  is  patriotism  to 
their  country,  and  justice  to  their  constituents ;  or 
rather  say  tne  per  diem  prompts  them  to  do  it. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  those  who  ad- 
vocate this  amendment,  that  a  strong  motive  with 
them  is  the  inequality  oi  the  representation  between 
the  slaveholdiug  and  non-siaveholding  States. 
This  feature  in  the  Constitution  w^  obviously  a 
compromise,  by  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
and  is  only  one  among  a  number  of  other  clauses 
in  that  instrument  which  show  the  great  efforts 
that  were  made  by  the  fathers  of  our  country  who 
framed  the  Constitution,  to  reconcile  the  jarring 
and  conflicting  interests  of  the  several  parts  of  the 
United  Stat^.  However,  we  pay  an  equivalent 
for  it  in  direct  taxation.  But  I  desire  them  to 
answer  this  question.  How  will  that  inequality  be 
increased,  diminished,  or  operated  upon  by  the  re- 
jection or  adoption  of  the  present  amendment  ?  If 
the  slaves  remain  in  the  present  slaveholdiug 
States,  instead  of  being  removed,  their  population 
will  be  the  same ;  so  tnat  their  numbers  will  not 
be  affected  either  by  an  admission  into,  or  an  ex- 
clusion from,  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
unless  the  policy  of  the  gentlemen  is  to  crowd  them 
upon  as  small  a  tract  o?  country  as  possible ;  and 
thereby,  through  want  of  the  comforts  and  neces- 
saries of  life,  either  to  diminish  their  numbers  or 
retard  their  natural  increase.  But  the  gentlemen 
will  not  avow  that  to  be  their  policy ;  for  then 
they  would  lose  all  that  portion  of  tneir  friends 
who  have  enlisted  under  their  banners  from  the 
genuine  effusions  of  humanity.  Their  object  can^ 
not  surely  be  to  emancipate ;  because,  in  tiuit  event, 
the  whole  instead  of  three-fiflhs,  would  1l)e  repre* 
sented  on  this  floor. 

This  argument,  like  all  others,  from  the-  begin- 
ning of  this  debate  to  the  end,  is  unfounded  and 
fallacious.  Take  all  their  an^uments,  examine  and 
compare  them ;  they  will  be  found  inconsistent  and 
contradictory^ ;  not  only  one  with  another,  but  at 
open  war  with  that  specious  policy  which  they 
ffive  out  as  the  moving  cause  to  their  present  ef- 
forts :  that  is,  humanity  and  religion.  These  cap- 
tivating terms,  and  all  their  arguments,  are  only 
intended  tOxrally  under  their  banners  the  religious, 
humane,  benevolent,  and  philanthropic. 

Why,  I  ask,  all  this  disagreement  among  them- 
selves, in  the  positions  they  have  endeavored  to 
maintain  on  this  floor  ?  Why  is  the  same  gentle- 
men's argument  inconsistent,  one  part  with  ano- 
ther ?  iJoes  it  arise  from  a  defect  in  the  clearness 
of  (heir  perceptions,  or  an  embarrassment  in  their 
delivery  i  I  answer,  no.  What,  then,  is  the  cause 
of  this  confusion?  Nothing  but  this:  It  is,  as  I 
said  at  first,  a  contest  for  political  power.  It  is 
intended  to  give  to  this  Union  a  majority  of  non- 
slaveholdins  States,  and  that  a  new  party  shall 
arise,  and  tne  name  of  Federalist  and  Democrat, 
Whig  and  Tory,  Hartford  Convention  men  and  a 
real  patriot,  shall  all  be  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb 
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of  oblivion,  and  that  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
or  universal  emancipation,  shall  be  the  raUying 
point  and  the  political  watchword.  The  calcu- 
lation is,  then,  that  the  North,  having  a  majority 
of  the  non-slaveholdinfir  States,  will  give  law  to 
tills  nation,  and  Federalism,  not  of  the  honest  and 
patriotic  kind,  but  of  that  description  which  wished 
success  to  Great  Britain  during  the  last  war,  shall 
again  raise  its  head ;  and  by  this  grand,  yet  exe- 
crable manc£uvre,rule  this  once  happy  land ;  which 
God,  in  his  mercies,  forbid !  I  say  these  are  the 
objects  of  the  prime  movers,  the  master  spirits  of 
this  storm,  and  they  d^re  not  avow  them ;  hence 
the  disorder  and  confusion  in  their  ranks,  not  in 
giving  their  votes,  but  in  assigning  their  reasons 
for  the  same. 

I  have. but  a  few  words  more,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  then  I  am  done.  I  call  upon  the  gentlemen 
from  both  sides  of  this  House,  to  tell  me  what  is 
to  be  the  consequence  if  this  section  be  not  settledv 
in  some  way  this  session  1  L  may  be  asked,  how 
is  that  to  be  done  1  I  answer^  by  a  compromise^ 
and  in  no  other  way.  Can  either  party  be  so  vain 
as  to  expect  a  victory  ?  .  Behold !  and  see  how  this 
nation  is  divided :  eleven  States  against  eleven ;  a 
small  majority  in  this  House  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  a  small  one  in  the  Senate  against  it,  and 
the  Cabinet,  perhaps,  not  unanimous.  In  this  state* 
uf  public  sentiment  the  bill  faUs,  and  Missouri  i& 
not  permitted  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union* 
Her  claimfi  are  just  and  well  founded,  but  we 
have  refused  to  recognise  them,  and  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  her  petitions,  from  time  to  time ;  not  only 
tha^  but  manifested  a  strons;  disposition  not  even 
to  allow  her  citizens  the  rights  of  self-government, 
the  birthright  of  all  Americans. 

The  flame  of  seventy-six  may  burst  out.  They 
call  a  convention,  form  a  constitution  agreeably 
to  their  own  ideas  of  the  best  practicable  mode  of 
obtaining  happiness ;  they  disclaim  their  territorial 
vassalage,  and  set  up  for  themselves.  Are  we  to 
drive  them  to  submission  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
because  being  citizetis  of  the  United  States  they 
claim  the  high  destinies  of  freebom  men  ?  If  the 
bayonet  is  the  policy,  who  is  to  wield  it  ?  Not  the 
Southern,  Western,  or  Middle  Slates,  for  the  hearts 
of  their  people  are  with  them ;  and,  ten  chances  to 
one,  if.  arms,  the  last  argument  of  nations,  are  re- 
sorted to,  they  will  assist  and  aid  them.  This 
dispute  is  like  no  other  that  ,ever  came  into  this 
House,  that  was  ever  before  the  Legislative  body 
of  this  nation.  Party  spirit,  I  know,  has  at  tiines 
run  high,  but  the  great  danger  from  this  question 
as  it  relates  to  the  safety  and  mte^ity  of  the  Union, 
is  this,  that  it  is  not  tne  same  State  divided  into 
parties ;  it  is  not  the  States  in  the  same  section  of 
the  Union  divided  against  each  other  ?  It  is  the 
North  and  East  against  the  South  and  West.  It 
is  a  ^eat  geographical  line  that  separates  the  con- 
tending parties.  And  those  parties,  when  so.  equally 
divided,  shake  mighty  empires  tp  their  centre,  and 
break  up  the  foundations  of  the  great  deep,  that 
sooner  or  later,  if  not  settied.  will  rend  in  twain 
this  temple  of  liberty,  from  tne  top  to  the  bottom. 
My  friends  reply  to  me,  and  say,  how  can  you  com- 
promise, how  can  you  surrender  princijde  ? 
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It  strikes  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  matter  can 
be  settled  with  great  facility,  if  each  {nrt^r  be  so 
disposed,  and  neither  give  up  any  point  in  this 
question  which  may  be  called  principle.  Can  it 
not  be  done  by  permitting  Missouri  to  go  into 
the  Union  without  the  restriction,  and  then  draw 
a  line  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  proposed 
State  of  Missouri,  due  West,  to  the  Pacific  ?  North 
of  the  line  prohibit  slavery,  and  South  admit 
it? 

The  principle  we  contend  for  is,  first,  that  Con- 
gress cannot  demand  a  surrender  of  any  sovereignty 
from  a  new  State  which  is  retained  by  the  old 
States.  In  the  proposed  comprombe  this  principle 
will  not  be  violated.  Next,  we  say  that  the  faith 
of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  the  people  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. Neither  will  this  principle  be  given  up,  for 
the  Territory  upon  which  the  compromise,  as  con- 
templatad,  is  ihtended  to  operate,  is  a  wiidemess, 
no  inhabitants,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  living 
thereon.  As  it  respects  the  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  present  proposed  restriction,  it  is  no 
'  sacrifice  of  principle  if  they,  finding  that  they  can- 
not gain  all  tney  contend  for,  areconteht  with  partial 
success.  I  beg  them  to  beware  one  thing,  as  they 
love  and  revere  this  Union,  not  to  push  matters  to 
extremities;  for,  although  they  may  have  a  major- 
ity on  this  floor,  we  will  never  submit  at  discretion. 
I  call  on  them  to  recollect  the  old  proverb,  ^'  be- 
ware of  the  desperation  of  a  peaceable  man.''  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  sooner  than  be  delivered  over,  not 
to  our  brethren,  either  in  politics  or  affection,  but 
a  Federal  party  in  the  North,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
and  to  have  no  voice,  no  lot,  no  part,  in  this  Union, 
we  will  burst  all  the  ties  and  Don<h  that  unite  us 
together,  and  stand  erect  in  our  owti  majesty,  as 
did  that  mighty  man  of  old,  when  Delilah  said, 
^  the  Philistines  be  upon  thee  Sampson."  I  do, 
therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  conjure  the  gentlemen 
from  every  part  of  the  House,  for,  and  on  behalf 
of  this  Union,  its  integrity  and  indivisibility,  not  by 
party  rancour  and  animosity^  to  arrest  it  in  its 
rapid  march  to  a  point  of  national  felicity,  glory, 
and  prosperity,  never  known,  either  in  the  old  or 
new  world.  Let  neither  side  any  longer  contend  for 
victory;  for  should  either  party  succeed,  and  finally 
triumph,  the  pride  of  victory  on  one  hand,  and  the 
mortincation  and  humiliation  of  defeat  on  the 
-other,  will  widen  tfie  breach  and  prevent  a  cordial 
reconciliation.  Before  this  contest  is  pushed  to 
extremities,  let  us  meet  each  other  on  this  floor 
half  way,  and  embrace  as  brothers  of  one  great 
political  community,  buryr  the  tomahawk  of  party 
warfare,  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee^  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  rising  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  I 
feel  greatly  that  embarrasment  which  is  incident 
to  youth,  in  addition  to  that  which  is  almost  neces- 
sarily felt  by  all  in  approaching  a  subject  so  deli- 
cate and  momentous  m  its  nature.  And.  sir,  were 
I  otherwise  situated  than  I  am,  I  should  gladly 
withdraw  from  the  conflict,  and  leave  the  field  tp 
those  whose  age  and  experience  better  qualify 


them  to  maintain  it  But  in  aildition  to  the  foe- 
mon  interest  which  is  felt  by  all  the  friends  of  ikn 
amendment,  I  feel,  and  the  peof^e  -whcym  I  kaTt 
the  honor  to  represent  really  have,  an  interest  pe- 
culiar to  themselves.  The  existence  of  slaverr  is 
acknowledged  on  all  hands  to  be  a  misfortune a&: 
an  evil  in  our  country,  and  experieaoe  fumisbe 
sad  evidence  of  the  evils  and  inconTemenoes  tbd 
are  felt  in  those  States  where  it  does  not  exist, 
from  its  existing  in  a  neighbmn^  State.  Mis- 
souri  and  Illinois  are  separated  only  by  the  iiicr- 
vention  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Tbor  isBedj- 
ate  adjacency,  therefcM^,  gives  rise  to  a  partieriar 
interest,  superadded  to  the  common  interest  Ml  Vr 
the  people  of  Illinois.  Thus  situated,  I  fed  it  Bf 
bounden  duty  to  give  the  amendment  my  sa^iert, 
and  shall  give  that  situation  as  an  excuse  rar  ay 
venturing  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  c/ik 
Committee,  by  taking  a  share  in  tbis  d^iaie. 

But,  Mr.  Cnairman,  before  I  engage  in  ^«s- 
amination  of  those  great  questions  'vrhich  are  m- 
volved  in  this  amendment,  I  must  beg  the  isM- 
gence  of  the  Committee  while  I  attend  to  ^coe 
remarks  which  have  fallen  from  gentlemen  in  tk 
course  of  this  discussion.  It  has  been  remaifced 
as  frequently  as  gentlemen  have  been  heavd  ia  dt 
opposition,  that  they  are  sworn  to  support  die 
Constitution;  and  it  has  been  fortber  said  bra 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph.)  fsai 
those  who  support  the  amendment  are  stririo^  to 
enter  the  temple  of  the  Constitution  at  tke  koor 
of  midnight  to  violate  its  ssuictuary.  It  is  /briber 
said  by  a  gentleman  from  Massaclmsetts,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  that  they  are  striving  lor  power,  and 
are  paving  the  wa^  for  some  ma.ster  juggler,  be 
hind  the  scene,  to  ride  into  the  Chief  Magistracy 
of  the  nation.  [Here  Mr.  Holmes  internqrted 
Mr.  Cook,  and  observed,  that  he  had  said,  that  he 
believed  there  was  a  party  who  bad  ccnjored  ap 
this  hobby,  playing  a  deep  game,  and  who^  he  be- 
lieved, intended  to  try  to  turn  this  measure  to  tbcir 
advanta^re,  and  ultimately  to  secure  to  their  loukr 
the  Presidential  chair.  But  that,  frx>m  that  paitf 
he  had  expressly  excepted  the  gentlemen  at  this 
Committee.]  Without  bavins  any  recoDeetioB  of 
the  exception  now  spoken  of  by  the  gcntlaBBn, 
continued  Mr.  C,  I  must  say,  that  tbe  expJanatiaB 
has  made  the  insinuation,  which  I  b^are  cob^ 
ered  a  direct  attack  upon  tbe  integrity  of  those 
with  whom  I  am  acting  on  this  occasion,  no  less 
unpalatable  than  it  was  before.  That  there  hss 
been  a  hobby  conjured  up  out  of  doors,  and,  hv  org- 
ing  it,-  that  we  are  striving  for  power,  and  that  a 
master  juggler,  at  the  head  of  that  party,  behind 
the  scene,  expects  to  turn  that  power,  if  attained, 
to  hi^  advantage,  is,  to  my  mind,  leavinff  the  m- 
putation  as  strong  in  fact,  though  not  so  m  expRs- 
sion,  as  I  originally  understood  it.  Sir,  if  I  wm 
to  look  through  this  Committee  for  one  to  su^pm 
of  being  under  the  influence  of  such  motives  as 
have  been  insinuated  by  the  honorable  member, 
there  is  ih>  man  on  whom  that  suspicion  woaU 
sooner  fix  itself  than  the  gentleman  who  has  just  ia- 
toTupted  me.  And  I  would  further  remark  thai  I, 
as  well  as  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  ha  vesmora 
to  support  the  Constitution ;  and  while  I  wiii  say 
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to  th€in,  ^wd  in  pursuance  of  your  honest  convic- 
tions," allow  me  also  to  do  the  same. 

In  the  coarse  of  mj  obaenrations,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  shall  not  repose  with  confidence  on  all  the  povi- 
tions  which  gentlemen  have  assumed  who  hare 
preceded  me  in  support  of  this  amendment.  I 
shall,  however,  undertake  to  prove  that  the  Con- 
stitution, acconling  to  a  fair  and  liberal  construc- 
tion of  that  instrument,  does  vest  the  power  in 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  this  subject ;  that  the 
treaty,  even  if  it  were  competent  for  a  treaty  to  do 
so,  has  not  infringed  that  power:  and  1  shall  fur- 
ther undertake  to  prove  that  it  is  expedient  to  exer- 
cise it. 

In  doing  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  rest 
alone  upon  the  {^vision  in  the  Constitution  which 
imparts  the  power  **  to  provide  for  the  general 
welfare."  But  I  shall  be  far  from  eonsideringthis 
Mr.  CSeneral  Welfare,  as  the  ffentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Hardin)  has  styled  that  provision,  a 
rreat  political  scoundrel.  No,  sir,  I  shall  look  to 
Sim  as  my  great  captain — my  captain  general — ^in 
to  march  of  mv  argument,  and  shall  discard  all 
irguments  whicn  are  not  promotive  of  his  inter- 
ests. Nor  shall  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  that  gentle- 
man, as  well  as  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
^MYTH,)  has  done,  complain  of  and  denounce  the 
propriety  of  being  furnished  with  the  sentiments 
)f  the  people,  through  memorials,  pamphleto,  or 
'esolutions,  as  they  may  choose  to  communicate 
hem,  on  this  important  subject.  No,  sir,  I  hold 
;he  right  of  the  people  to  assemUe  and  make 
mown  their  wishes,  opinions,  and  feelings  to  thar 
ilepresentatives,  in  any  decent  manner  which  they 
nay  choose  to  adopt,  too  sacred*  either  to  be 
tbrid^ed  or  discouraged  by  treating  the  result  of 
heir  inquiries  with  entire  neglect ;  much  less  with 
futire  contempt.  Sir,  I  rejoice  that  I  live  in  a 
country  where  the  people  have  the  right  of  diseus- 
ing  all  measures  of  government ;  and  I  still  more 
ejoice  that  thev  exercise  that  right.  While  they 
to  exercise  it,  tnere  may  be  some  hope  of  preserv- 
ng  the  purity  of  our  institutions.  Each  man,  by 
bus  discussing  those  measures^  becomes  more  or 
ess  qualified  to  stand  as  a  sentinel  on  the  watch- 
ower  of  the  nation,  to  guard  its  liberties,  and,  as 
le  becomes  oualified,  his  willinffness  increases  to 
lerfbrm  that  holy  duty.  I  will  Ee  the  last  man  to 
nvade  this  high  prerogative. 

I  shall  not,  therefore,  as  those  gentlemen  have 
lone,  treat  those  pamphlets,  memorials,  and  reso- 
II tions  with  contempt  and  severity,  but  with  re- 
pect  and  defbrence;  reserving  to  myself  the  riffbt, 
lowever,  of  judging  of  the  constitutionality  of  all 
aeasures;  for  I  do  not  consider  instructions^  either 
egislative  or  popular,  so  binding  as  to  require  the 
epreaentative  to  violate  the  Constitution;  but  they 
ire  certainly  entitled  to  great  weight  in  deciding 
ipon  matters  of  policy. 

But,  sir,  to  proceed  to  the  Constitution.  The 
ith  section  of  the  first  article  contains  the  follow* 
ng  provision: 

**  The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
.ny  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
dtnity  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 
be  year  1806 ;  bat  a  Ipz  or  duty  may  ba  impcwed  on 


■neh  importatiOB,  not  exceeding  ten  dollan  Ibr  each 
person. 

Gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  differed  bs  to 
the  objects  to  which  those  two  words,  "^  migration 
and  importation,"  apply.  Some  say  they  apply 
exclusively  to  slaves,  but  contend  they  were  used 
as  synonymous  terms.  Others  say  that  the  power 
to  prohibit  migration  is  given  in  aid  of  the  power 
to  prohibit  importation.  And  others  contend  that 
it  is  given  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  free  white 
persons,  when  the  public  security  mav  require  it 
From  tne  language  of  that  clause  of  tne  Constitu- 
tioUj  Mr.  Chairman,  without  any  other  evidence  of 
the  utention  of  its  framers,  I  think  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  every  candid  mind  that  they  meant  slaves, 
and  Waves' only  5  for,  although  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  nation  required  many  Constitutional 
provisions  in  relation  to  them,  yet  you  will  find 
that,  whenever  slaves  are  meant,  the  Word  persons 
is  invariably  used  in  describinff  them.  But,  it  is 
said  by  the  gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Haroiit,)  that 
the  restriction  as  to  the  time  when  Congress  shall 
exercise  this  right  of  prohibiting  the  importation 
and  migration  of  slaves,  is  a  restriction  upon  powers 
and  no  delegation  of  power;  and  that  the  power 
of  prohibiting  migration  does  not  exist  in  Congress, 
even  after  the  year  1808,  the  period  at  which  the 
restriction  expired.  What,  sir,  a  restriction  upon 
power,  when  no  power  exists  to  be  restricted! 
That  no  power  should  exist  in  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  importation  or  migration  of  slaves,  and  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  should  still  deem  it 
necessary  to  restrict  the  power  of  Congress,  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1806,  is  to  my  mind  attributing 
to  thikt  body  the  commission  of  an  absurd  it  V  tha^ 
to  say  the  least,  appears  in  no  other  part  of  tnat  in- 
strument. No,  sir,  the  restriction  upon  any  power 
necessarily  presupposes  the  existence  of  that  power  ;> 
and,  although  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  does 
not  contain  a  delegation  of  power  in  express  terms, 
it  does,  by  a  necessary  and  universal  rule  of  con- 
struction, admit  its  existence.  It  is,  sir,  in  techni- 
cal language,  a  negative  pregnant,  negating^  the 
power  of  Congress  for  a  giv^en  period*  and  affirm- 
ing it  a^  that  period,  cut,  sir,  if  this  clause  of 
the  Con6titttti<Hi  means  white  persons  in  any  part 
of  it,  why  confine  it  to  the  States  "  now  existing?" 
If  it  were  necessary  to  restrain  Congress  from  pass- 
ing laws,  prohibiting  the  migration  of  free  white 
persons  into  the  States  already  settled  and  admitted 
into  the  Union,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for  leav- 
ing that  power  unrestricted,  when  new  States,  not 
then  admitted,  and  which  might  stand  in  greater 
need  of  population,  should  come  in  question.  Such 
a  construction,  sir,  is  hoistile  to  the  obvious  import 
of  the  language  made  use  of  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  and  still  more  hostile  to  the  genius 
of  our  Oovernment,  which  intends  to  open  its 
bosom  ts  an  asvlum,  and  invite  emigration.  But 
that  the  word  "importation"  was  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  slaves,  is  admitted  on  all  hands ;  and,  if  so» 
I  would  ask,  why  insert  the  word  migration  di- 
rectly after  it,  and  leave  them  both  to  apply  to  the 
wora  persons,  without  distinguishing  between  the 
hinds  of  persons  on  whom  they  were  respectively 
to  operate?    But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  fortu- 
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natelf  nrorided  with  the  Journal  of  that  Conren- 
tioQ  who  bequeathed  to  this  nation,  I  trusty  the 
eternal  charter  of  our  liberties,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  as  this  clause  oi  that  Constitution 
is  to  have  an  important  bearins  upon  this  subject, 
according  to  the  view  I  take  of  it,  I  beg  leave  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  such  part  of 
its  history  as  I  conceive  calculated  to  shed  any 
light  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  4th  section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  five,  who  reported  to  the  Con- 
vention the  plan  of  a  Constitution,  the  following 
proposition  will  be  found :  "  No  tax  or  duty  shall 
'be  laid  by  the  Legislature  (meaning  Congress) 
'  on  articles  exported  from  any  State ;  nor  on  the 
'  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the 
'  several  States  shall  think  fit  to  admit ;  nor  shall 
<  such  migration  or  importation  be  prohibited.'* 
By  this  proposition,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  tax  was 
to  be  imposed  either  on  migration  or  importation. 
Nor  was  such  migration  or  importation  ever  to  be 
prohibited  by  Congress.  When  this  report  of  the 
committee  was  taken  up  in  the  Convention^  it  was 
moved  to  insert  the  word  "  free"  before  "  persons," 
and  thereby  defeat  the  restriction  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  imposed  on  the  power  of  Congress  to 
t^  tbe  importation  and  migration  of  slaves.  The 
question  not  being  taken  on  that  day,  the  proposed 
amendment  was,  on  the  following  day,  witndrawn, 
leaving  the  slaves  as  yet  free  from  taxation,  and 
placing  it  beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
nibit  their  importation  or  migration,  wheresoever 
the  States  might  think  fit  to  admit  them.  But, 
sir,  previous  to  this  period,  the  great  question  oi 
apportioning  the  representation  had  been  discussed 
for  near  forty  successive  days ;  and  it  was  readily 
seen  by  the  members  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  that  if  they  permitted  the  perpetual  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  and  also  the  migration  of  those 
slaves,  into  the  new  States,  that,  from  the  great 
number  that  mi^ht  be  imported,  and  that  might 
migrate  with  their  owners  into  the  new  States,  the 
balance  of  power  might  always  be  held  against 
them  by  the  accumulation  of  slave  representation ; 
they  therefore  moved  to  commit  that  clause  to  a 
committee  for  compromise  and  amendment;  and 
the  committee  accordingly  reported,  two  days 
thereafter,  the  following  amendment  ^s  a  substi- 
tute for  the  clause  committed :  '*  The  migration  or 
^  importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States 
'  now  existing  shall  taink  proper  to  admit,  shall 
'  not  be  prohibited  bv  the  Legislature  (meaning 
'  Congress)  prior  to  tne  year  1800,  but  a  tax  or 
'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  migration  or  im- 
^  portation,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  average  of 
'  the  duties  laid  on  imports."  By  this  proposed 
amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  right  of  importation  and  migration  was  to  be 
confined  to  such  States  then  existing  as  might 
think  proper  to  admit  them ;  and,  also,  to  leave 
Congress  to  the  exercise  of  its  soverei^  power  on 
these  subjects,  which  embraced  the  right  of  pro- 
hibiting their  migration  or  importation,  after  the 
year  iSX).  But  the  right  to  lay  a  tax  both  upon 
importation  and  migration,  according  to  the  aver- 
age duties  laid  on  imports,  was  still  reserved. 


This  provision,  however,  did  not  suit  the  vievs 
of  the  Southern  States,  and,  accordingly,  on  ihf 
next  day  it  was  moved  to  extend  the  restriction  z 
1808 ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  But,  lest  it  should  be 
misunderstood  as  to  what  description  of  perscn- 
this  provision  was  intended  to  ^^my^  it  was  on  tbr 
same  day  moved  to  substitute  the  fbuowing  iosted 
of  the  before  recited  clause:  "  The  impoitation  ^ 
slaves  into  such  States  as  shall  permit  the  same, 
shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  L^islatnre  of  dk 
United  States  until  the  year  1806.^  Thispropo^ 
sition,  because  it  used  the  ohnoxioos  term  "sbres,* 
because  it  did  not  except  new  States,  and  boaose 
it  reserved  no  right  to  impose  a  tax  on  sach  ia- 
portation,  was  promptly  rejected. 

The  provision  now  in  tbe  Constitution  wastbea 
proposed  and  adopted;  varying,  as  willbeseeo, 
from  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  wkiek  had 
left  both  the  importation  and  migration  of  shves 
subject  to  the  avera^  duties  of  inqiorts,  so  is  to 
make  their  importation  only  subjeet  to  taxatioa, 
and  limiting  that  tax  to  so  moderate  a  sum  «s  to 
prevent  Congress  from  virtually  prohihitiBg  such 
importation  by  the  imposition  of  a  i^eayj  tax,  tad 
leaving  the  migration,  which,  Mr.  ChainnaA, 
means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  removal  oi 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  free  from  tan- 
tion ;  an  exception  that  was  necessary  to  be  made 
in  order  to  preserve  inviolate  that  daose  of  tbe  Coo- 
stitution  which  had  provided  that  "no  tax  or  doty 
■shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State.'' 

Having  thus  traced  this  provision  in  tbe  Consti- 
tution to  It  final  adoption,  I  think  there  can  be  bat 
one  opinion,  at  least  as  to  the  description  of  per- 
sons on  whom  it  was  intended  to  opente.  And  I 
think  the  examination  will  also  contribute  much 
to  prove  that  the  right  was  understood  and  intend- 
ed to  be  vested  in  Congress,  to  prevent  the  migra- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  new  States,  from  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  even  in 
the  old  States,  after  the  year  1808 — a  power  essen- 
tially necessary  to  check  an  evil  which  prodneed 
so  much  difficulty  in  settling  the  principles  of  tbe 
Constitution. 

Indeed.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
can  plainly  see  through  all  this  mysterious  arrange- 
ment of  dates  and  restriction  to  the  then  exi&Uaf 
States,  if  we  will  for  a  moment  advert  to  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  by  which  the  faith  of  the  OU 
Congress  was  pledged  to  admit  into  the  Union  tJK 
new  States  to  oe  formed  within  the  bomidaries  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  non-^laveholdiiif 
republican  States.  If  the  power  of  Congress  u 
restrict  slavery  had  been  tied  up  in  relation  to  the 
admission  of  those  States  until  the  year  1806,  nev 
States  might  have  come  into  the  Union  prior  to 
that  period  from  that  quarter ;  and,  if  they  had 
desired  slavery,  the  power  of  virtually  repealiac 
that  ordinance  might  thus  have  been  given  to  those 
new  States,  whicn  was  a.  compact  between  tk 
people  of  the  United  States  and  of  that  Territorr, 
and  subject  to  be  dissolved  only  by  their  mutoal 
consent.  And  hence  also  the  delegation  of  tkat 
diseretional  power  which  Conere^nas  of  admit- 
ting new  States  or  not,  as  I  sh^  attempt  to  prove 
hei^after. 
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Bat,  sir,  slavery  unhappily  existed  in  our  coun- 
try previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and,  in  order  to  secure  the  blessings  of  a 
union  of  the  States,  which,  by  their  joint  energies 
and  the  united  sacrince  of  their  blood  and  treasure, 
had  achieved  a  glorious  independence,  mutual 
concessions  were  necessary  to  be  made  to  and  by 
the  respective  sections  of  the  empire.  Slaves, 
therefore,  because  they  formed  a  considerable 
share  of  the  Southern  population,  and  not  because 
they  save  strength  to,  for  they  in  fact  enfeebled, 
the  physical  force  of  the  country,  it  was  agreea 
should  be  represented  in  Congress,  making  five 
slaves  equal  to  three  white  persons  in  the  enume- 
ration. And  in  the  same  spirit  of  compromise  and 
concession  to  the  South,  the  right  to  import  slaves 
and  also  to  take  them  from  State  to  State,  as  the 
States  themselves  misfht  allow,  until  the  year  1808, 
was  also  guarantied  by  that  clause  or  the  Consti- 
tution. And,  in  consideration  of  these  advantages, 
the  South  surrendered  in  favor  of  the  North  the 
right  to  Congress  to  stop  both  their  importation 
and  migration  after  that  period.  And,  sir,  the 
word  migration  here,  is  sufficiently  explained, 
when  I  say  that  the  right  to  import  into  the  States 
on  the  seaboard  ml^ht  not  be  construed  to  imply 
the  right  of  migrating  with  them  to  States  in  the 
interior,  and  hence  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
guaranty,  prior  to  1808,  as  well  the  right  of  mi- 
gration as  of  importation. 

To  test  the  corr^tness  of  the  construction,  Mr. 
Chairman,  let  us  examine  the  practical  exposition 
which  this  article  has  received  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  down  to  the  present  period. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  rejoiced  to  say,  both  from  the 
South  and  North,  have  displayed  a  noble,  a  mag- 
nanimous, and,  indeed,  sir,  I  might  say,  an  equally 
holy  zeal,  to  put  down  that  dial^lical  and  unchris- 
tian practice,  which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  civ- 
ilizea  world,  the  slave  trade.    In  1807,  Congress 
passed  a  law  expressive  of  the  deep  abhorrence  of 
that  nefarious  traffic,  which  was  felt  by  the  nation, 
to  take  efiect  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1808,  the 
first  hour  that  it  could  operate  after  the  expiration 
of  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  Constitution  on 
the  power  of  Congress  over  that  subject.    That 
law  forbade  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  of  their  Territories,  and  imposed 
a  heavy  penalty  for  its  violation.    On  the  20th 
of  April,  1818,  a  supplement  was  passed  to  that 
act,  providing  new  ^ards  and  penalties  against 
such  importation.     On  the  3d  of  March,  1819, 
another  law  was  passed,  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars was  made  still  to  further  the  views  of  the  coun- 
try, to  put  down  this  baleful  and  unhallowed  prac- 
tice.   Thus  the  zeal  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  exerted  for  twelve  years,  in  the 
cause  of  humanity. 

But.  sir,  from  ^hat  source,  I  demand  of  gentle- 
men, nave  they  derived  this  power  ?  from  what 
provision  in  the  Constitution  do  they  derive  the 
power  to  employ  the  money  and  the  arms  of  the 
nation,  to  rescue  these  unhappy  beings  from  the 
hands  of  lawless  oppression  and  vile  cupidity  ?  Sir» 


it  is  the  same  clause  of  that  Constitution  from 
which  I  derive  my  power  to  vote  for  a  prohibition 
to  the  migration  of  slaves  into  Missouri.  And  if 
gentlemen  will  search  that  Constitution  till,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
their  eyes  are  worn  out  m  the  service,  th^  can 
find  it  nowhere  else.  But,  I  ask,  do  they  find  it  in 
that  clause?  No,  sir,  it  is  not  there ;  that  clause 
contains  no  delegation  of  power — ^it  is  a  restriction 
upon  power.  According  therefore  to  this  course 
of  reasoning,  there  is  no  power  in  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit this  infamous,  this  disgraceful  traffic,  and 
gentlemen  have,  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States  upon  condition,  heretofore 
been  exercising  a  usurped  authority.  Sir,  such  is 
not  the  fact,  nor  will  sentlemen  consent  to  such 
reasoning.  No,  sir.  we  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  importation  or  slaves,  and  that  very  clause 
gites  us  the  power ;  and  it  fives  it  to  us  by  con- 
struing it,  as  I  have  once  said,  as  a  negative  preg- 
nant negativing  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
such  importation  until  1808,  and  after  that  period 
affirming  that  power.  Sir,  it  is  by  this  course  of 
reasoning,  and  this  only,  that  we  can  aijive  at  any 
poweiLto  act  upon  this  subject.  We  therefore,  Mr. 
Chairman,  have  power  in  both  cases,  or  we  have 
it  in  neither. 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  now  shown  that^  if  Congress 
has  the  riffht  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  smves 
into  the  United  States,  it  has  the  power  to  prohibit 
their  migration  into  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 
And  I  trust,  sir,  when  I  come  to  treat  of  that  pro- 
vision of  tne  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
admission  of  new.  States  into  the  Union,  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  it  was  the 
inteiition  of  its  framera  to  leave  this  vcary  subject 
open  to  the  future  decision  and  legislation  of  the 
nation.  But,  before  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  that  part  of  the  subject,  I  will  b^ 
leave  to  ofier  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  prac- 
tical exposition  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  admit 
States  into  the  Union  upon  conditions. 
p  Congress^  at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption 
of  the  present  Constitution,  passed  a  law  declara- 
tory or  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  in 
which  it  was  provided  that,  in  the  States  to  be 
formed  therefrom,  slavery  should  not  exist.  This 
law  was  approvea  by  the  illustrious  Washington. 
who  had  just  before  witnessed  the  deliberations  ot 
the  Convention,  on  that  interesting  and  important 
subject  of  slavery,  and  had  all  those  adverse  feel- 
ings and  jarring  interests  which  attended  that  dis- 
cussion in  the  Convention  fresh  in  his  recoUec- 
tion^  for  he  was  President  of  the  Convention. 

Sir,every  President,  I  believe,  who  has  been  in 
office  since  the  time  of  Washington  down  to  the 
present  day,  has  approved  some  act  of  admitting 
a  new  State  into  the  Union ;  and  none  has  been 
admitted  since  that  period,  which  has  not  had 
some  condition  prescribed  as  the  terms  of  its  ad- 
mission. Even  the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  Mr. 
Monroe,  has  recognised  this  doctrine  in  the  admis- 
sion both  of  Alabama  and  Illinois^  and  he  has 
recognised  this  very  identical  restriction  on  con- 
dition in  relation  to  the  latter.  Yet  gentlemen 
tell  us,  it  is  all  a  barefaced  usurpation  of  power 
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which  Congress  has  been  thus  exercising^  and 
which  all  the  Presidents  have  been  sanctioning. 

Sir,  I  wlQ  not  cast  that  reflection  upon  those 
illustrious  personages  who  have  administered  this 
Gbvemment,  nor  upon  those' gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  us  in  this  body,  which  so  bold  an  accu- 
sation implies.  That  such  a  system  of  usurpation 
should  continue  in  practice  without  intenuption 
for  thirty  years — sanctioned  bv  almost  every  suc- 
cessive Congress,  in  some  snape  or  other,  by 
Washington,  Adams^  Jefferson,  ftladison,  and  even 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr.  Monroe,  is.  to 
my  mind,  a  position  which  would  only  be  taken 
in  a  desperate  cause,  in  support  of  a  desperate 
measure.  Sir,  a  construction  thus  acquiesced  in 
becomes  something  like  a  principle  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  now  to  l>e  shaken,  and  particularly  by 
those  who  have  heretofore  acquiesced  in  it,  and 
given  it  their  sanction. 

But,  for  the  sake  of  ar^ment,  admit  that  the 
ordinance  was  unconstitutional  at  tbe  time  of  its 
adoption  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  power  in 
the  Old  Congress  to  agree  to  the  admission  of  new 
States,  without  consent  of  nine  States,  which  gen- 
tlemen say  was  not  the  case^-does  not  the  present 
Constitution  give  that  power  to  a  majority  of  both 
Houses?  and  did  not  the  first  Congress,  under 
this  Constitution,  virtually  re-enact  it  when  they 
passed  the  act  adapting  it  to  the  new  state  of 
&ing8?  Surely  th^  did.  But  I  will  go  further, 
and  admit  that  the  sixth  article  was  intended  only 
to  operate  on  the  Territory  and  that,  under  its  ori- 

S'lnal  enactment  it  had  performed  its  office,  when 
tates  were  organized.  Yet  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  it  has  been  revived,  even  if  that  were 
the  case,  three  several  times  since,  I  mean  when 
tibose  States  which  it  embraced  ap|>lied  for  ad- 
mission, and  has.  by  virtue  of  such  revival,  become 
now  a  matter  or  compact  between  each  of  those 
States  and  the  United  States,  and  I  think  Con- 
fpress  would  consider  it  a  violation  of  that  compact 
for  either  of  those  States  to  undertake  to  aaroit 
slavery  hereafter. 

In  the  case  of  StuoH  against  Lairdy  1  Cranch, 
pa^  299,  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  in  1803,  this  doctrine  is  laid  down: 

"  Another  reason  for  reversftl  i%  that  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  have  no  right  to  sit  ■•  circuit  judgee, 
sot  beiog  appointed  as  such ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
they  ought  to  have  distinct  commissioM  for  that  pur- 
pose. To  this  objection,  which  is  of  recent  date,  it  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  practice  and  acquiescence 
under  it  for  a  period  of  several  years,  commencing 
with  the  organization  of  the  Judicial  system,  a£brdi 
an  irresittible  answer,  and  has  indeed  fixed  the  con- 
struction. It  is  a  contemporary  interpretation  of  the 
most  forcible  nature.  This  practical  construction  is 
too  strong  and  obstinate  to  be  shaken  or  controlled. 
Of  course  the  question  is  at  rest,  and  ought  not  now  to 
be  disturbed." 

And,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  so 
ably  argued,  and  then  so  ably  decided  by  the  same 
court,  during  the  last  Winter,  (see  4  FP%<atofi,400,) 
Uie  GOttrt  reci^^ises  the  same  doctine — contend- 
ingy  however,  without  the  aid  of  precedent,  that 


the  charter  is  the  offspring  of  legitimate  legisla- 
tion on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Madison  abo,  in  his  Message  to  the  Senate 
in  1816^  communicating  his  disapprobation  of  the 
bUl  which  had  passed  Doth  Houses  of  Congress, 
incorporating  a  National  Bank,  makes  these  ob- 
servations : 

**  Waiving  the  question  of  the  ConetitotioAal  so- 
thonty  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated 
bank,  as  being  precluded  in  my  judgment  by  repeated 
recognitions,  under  varied  circumitances,  of  the  vaJid- 
ity  of  such  aU  institution,  in  acts  of  the  legialauvey 
executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  Govenuacnt, 
accompanied  by  indications  in  difl&rent  modes  of  a  con- 
currence of  the  general  will  of  the  nation.'*  &e. 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  upon 
the  principles  established  bv  the  Supreme  Court, 
recognised  in  two  cases  wnich  I  have  cited,  and 
upon  a  principle  recognised  also  by  President  Idad- 
ison,  this  ^question  should  now  be  considered  as  in 
some  degree  settled,  if  not  precluded.  The  gen- 
tleman mm  Kentucky,  (Mr.  HA.RniN,)  however, 
will  not  admit  that  precedent  ought  to  have  any 
weight  in  settling  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. What,  not  a  precedent  made  by  some  of 
the  very  framers  of  tnat  Constitution !  A  prece- 
dent, also,  produced  by  a  concurrent  legi^ative 
exposition !  Sir,  General  Washington  and  Mr. 
Madison,  who  have  both  given  theur  approbation 
to  this  construction,  were  members  of  that  Con* 
vention.  And,  yet,  shall  it  be  said  their  constnic- 
tion  should  have  no  weight  1  The  gentleman 
however  claims,  I  perceive,  the  benefit  of  piccedent 
when  it  operates  ^n  his  favor.  He  tells  you  that 
Missouri  is  entitled  to  admission  from  her  num- 
bers, althonffh  the  Constitution  says  nothing  about 
numbers,  x  et,  he  says,  that  other  States  have 
been  admitted  with  less  than  sixty  thousand,  which 
forms  a  precedent  by  which  Congress  oiwbc  to  be 
governea  in  admitting  Missouri.  Sir,  i  will  be 
candid.  I  will  admit  the  force  of  his  precedent. 
1  think  Missouri  entitled  to  admission,  but  in  rec- 
ognising her  risht  upon  precedent,  I  cotainly  must 
claim  the  benefit  of  my  own,  and  ask  the  gentle- 
man, with  the  same  frankness,  to  do  the  like. 

Having  shown,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  think  I  have, 
that  Congress  have  the  power  to  prohibit  the  mi- 
§[ration  oi  slaves  to  Missouri,  and,  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Gk)vernment,  that  conditions  not  inc<ni- 
sbtent  with  the  federal  rights  of  the  State  may  be 
tendered  as  the  terms  of  admission.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine  that  clause  of  tne  Constitntion 
which  says  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  hy  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  From  the  very  Ian* 
guage  of  this  provision,  there  would  seem  to  be  an 
implied  existence  of  a  discretion  in  Congress  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  In  the  justness  of  this  construction, 
however,  gentlemen  generally  concur  on  both  sides. 
But  it  is  contended  by  the  eentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Ha  an  IN,)  as  well  as  a  genUeman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that  Congress  has  no  oths 
power  but  simply  to  reject  or  admit ;  that  *'  a  State'' 
IS  a  definite  term,  as  used  in  the  Constitution^  and 
implies  in  its  definition  a  negation  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  interfere  further  with  it  than  to  see 
that  it  is  republf  can.  To  this  argument,  Mr.  Ckair- 
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mail,  I  think  it  would  be  a  sofficient  aniwer  to  aay 
that,  if  Congress  may  reject,  some  reason  ought  to 
be  assigned  for  such  rejection,  and  if  it  is  not  a 
reason  in  conflict  with  the  exercise  of  the  federal 

-rights  of  the  State,  that  such  reason  might  as  well 
be  suggested  as  a  condition,  as  to  hold  back,  and 
reserve  its  disclosure  till  the  Constitution  is  pre- 
sented. But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said,  while 
discussing  anoth^i  branch  of  this  subject,  that  the 
discretional  power  which  this  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution gives  to  Congress  to  admit  or  rqect,  was 
given  wiu  an  eye  to  this  very  subject.  That  it 
was  given  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Congress  to 
prohu)it  or  admit  tne  extension  of  slaverv^  as  in  its 
wisdom  might  saem  mostcondueive  to  tne  ^^eneral 
welfare.  And,  to  establish  this  position,  I  will  now 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  history 
of  this  provision,  while  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Convention.  In  the  draught  of  a  constitution 
reported  on  the  6th  of  August,  oy  the  conunittee  of 
five,  after  proposing  that  it  should  be  necessary  for 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  of  each  branch 
of  Congress,  to  consent  to  the  admisaion  of  new 
States,  they  further  report,  that  "  if  the  admisBion 
be  consented  tO)  the  new  States  shall  be  admitted 
on  the  same  terms  with  the  original  States."  On 
the  30th  of  August,  when  this  part  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  acted  •  upon,  it  was  moved  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  it  which  proposes  their  ad- 
mission on  "  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States^"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Previous  to  this  time,  I  will  again  repeat,  it  was 
9greed  that  the  slaves  should  be  represented,  and 
uso  tiiat  the  States  then  existing  should  have  tke 
right  of  deciding  whether  they  would  tolerate  the 
importation  or  migration  of  slaves  previous  to 
1808,  or  not.  To  say  that  the  new  States,  there- 
fore, should  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms  with 
the  original  States,  was  to  ^ive  to  them  the  power 
also  of  admitting  or  rejecting  slavery ;  and  as,  in 
the  exercise  of  that  power,. the  new  States  mi^ht 
destro)r  the  leading  priucipie  of  this  compromise, 
by  giviiig  the  balance  of  power  to  the  skveholding 

'  States,  and  allow  its  unlimited  expansion;  and 
because  it  would,  as  I  have  before  stated,  virtually 
authorize  the  new  States  to  be  formed  in  the  North- 
west Territory  to-repeal  the  restriction  imposed  by 
the  compact  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  17^ ;  it 
was  stricken  out,  leaving  CosifiTess,  therefore,  to 
exercise  the  very  discretion  which  is  now  proposed 
to  be  exercised  m  wimitting  Missouri. 

This  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  is  fairly 
derivable  from  the  premises  which  I  think  I  have 
as  fairly  emi^oyed.  Indeed,  sir,  I  think  it  must  be 
obvious  to  all  who  have  adverted  to  the  Journals 
of  that  Convention,  that  the  intention  was  to  set- 
tle the  principles  which  should  apply  to  the  then 
existing  States,pennaneDtIy,and  to  leave  the  man- 
ner and  time,  of  admitting  new  Stat^  to  be  regu- 
lated by  CoQgvees,  guarantying,  however,  to  such 
new  States  the  same  federal  rights  which  were 
secured  to  the  old.  The  great  oqject,  Mr.  Chaif- 
man,  was  to  unite  in  one  common  federative  gov- 
ernment the  then  existinff  States,  and  to  secure  to 
those  States  the  power  oi  guarding  their  common 
interesu.    They  had  fought  and  they  had  Ued  in 


the  cause  of  freedom,  and,  in  establishing  a  form 
of  government  for  themselves  and  posterity,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  leave  a 
question,  which  presented  greater .  difficulty  in 
agreeing  upon  the  principles  of  that  government 
than  all  others,  in  such  a  situation  as  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  new  members  that  might  be  in- 
troduced into  the  family,  to  unhinge  and  destroy 
those  very  princij^es.  I  mean  the  compromise  w 
representation.  That  they  would  thus  expose  the 
very  foundation  upon  which  their  Government 
rested  to  be  torn  up  by  future  States,  and  that,  too» 
with  their  sanction,  1  think  can  scarcely  be  be- 
lieved. 

But.  sir,  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten-- 
tion  ot  the  Committee  to  a  proposition  made  in  that 
Convention,  and  which  was  very  near  being  adopt' 
ed,  as  strongly  indicative  of  the  views  and  leelinga 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  reflecting 
upon  this  very  subject  On  the  14th  of  July,  the 
foll9wing  proposiUon  was  moved :  *^  That,  to  se- 
'  cure  the  liberties  of  the  States  already  confed- 
*  erated,  the  number  of  representatives  in  the  first 
<  branch,  from  the  States  which  shall  hereafter  be 
^established,  shall  never  exceed  the  representatives 
'  from  such  of  the  thirteen  United  States  as  shall 
'  accede  to  this  Confedemtion."  This  proposition 
was  made  while  both  the  subject  of  representa- 
tion and  the  admission  of  new  States  was  under 
consideration ;  and  on  the  very  next  day  after,  the 
Convention  had  adopted  a  provision  which  had 
for  its  object  the  regulation  of  the  representation 
in  this  branch  of  Congress,  according  to  the  popi:t- 
lation  of  the  respective  States ;  but,  as  Congress 
would  have  the  power  of  admitting  or  rejecting 
new  States,  and  the  power  of  decreeing  whether 
these  States  should  decide  on  the  admission  of 
slavery,  it  was,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  restrict 
the  representation  of  such  States^  as  the  wisdom  of 
Cpngress  might  allow  to  participate  in  the  bless- 
ings of  the  Union,  to  a  Ic^ss  number  than  their  j)op- 
idation,  upon  a  general  and  equal  representation^ 
might  entitle  them. 

It  was  therefore  rejected,  but  rejected  by  a  bare 
majority  of  ons  vote  only.  My  j^oposition,  then,  is, 
that  the  Convention  did  intentionally  use  these 
broad  expressions,  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  Con- 
giess,  thereafter^  to  exercise  its  discretion  on  this 
subject  in  achmUing  new  States.  Having  tre»- 
pawed  thus  long  upon  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Cmurman,  which  it  has  so  kindly 
shown  to  me  through  this  dry,  and,  what  would 
be  on  other  occasions,  uninteresting  examination--- 
an  examination,  however,  which  I  trust,  on  thia 
occasion,  will  throw  seme  light  upon  the  seem- 
ingly .obscure  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution--^t,  sir,  if  it  shall  fail  to  convince  oth- 
ers that  Congress  has  power  to  legislate  constitu- 
tionally upon  this  subject^  I  trust  it  will  at  leasf 
afford  an  excuse  for  the  opmion  which  I  entertain, 
and  remove,  those  lurking  suspicions,  which  have 
ocosionally  unfolded  .themselves,  sometimes  in 
doubtful,  and  at  others,  in  more  slowing  and  un- 
fading colors,  of  the  sincerity  of  those  ^ith  whom 
I  co-operate  in  supporting  this  amendment ;  har- 
ing  done  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  now  proceed 
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t6  examine  the  nature  of  the  treaty  by  virtoe  of 
whose  provisions  Missouri  claims  an  exemption 
from  this  restriction,  and  by  virtue  of  which,  gen- 
tlemen demand  her  admission  into  the  Union  as 
matter  of  right,  and  see  if  there  is  any  thing  in 
that  treaty  which  impugns  the  power  which  Con- 
gress womd  have  had  in  relation  to  this  subject,  if 
the  third  section  of  that  treaty  had  not  have  b^n 
incorporated  in  that  instrument.  Sir,  what  are  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty  ?  They  are,  first,  "  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States." 
And  under  this  provision,  I  admit,  that  the  faith 
of  the  Grovemment  stands  pledged  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union.    But,  it  is  further  provided  "  that 

*  they  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  ac- 
^  cording  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
<  stitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 

*  vantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States."  The  question  then  arises,  what  was  the 
object  of  this  latter  provision  ?  Was  it  to  give 
them  the  right  of  framing  a  constitution  and  pre- 
senting themselves  at  your  door  for  admittance,  as 
soon  as  they  pleased  to  ap]^y  ?  No,  sir.  If  such 
were  the  intention,  why  pass  a  law  now  author- 
izing them  to  frame  a  constitution  ?  No,  sir,  it 
was  to  secure  to  them  in  the  first  place  the  rights 
of  citizenship,  without  going  through  the  tedious 
and  regular  process  of  naturalization ;  and  also  to 
secure  to  them  the  protection  of  the  United  States' 
Government. 

Sir,  is  it  to  be  said  that  the  relative  rights  of 
citizenship  were  not  of  sufilcient  importance  to  give 
rise  to  a  provision  securing  those  rights  ?  I  pre- 
sume not,  sir.  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  right  to  be 
protected  by  the  United  States  against  savages  and 
all  other  depredations,  was  too  unimportant  a  con- 
sideration to  give  rise  to  such  a  provision  ?  Surely 
not,  sir.  But  they  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union;  and  how  are  they  to  be  incorporated? 
Why,  sir,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  and  according  to  those  principles 
too,  sir^  which  apply  totheadmission  of  new  States; 
for,  can  it  be  believ^,  that  if  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  «ver  cast  their  eyes  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  the  most  distant  bdief  that  that  bound- 
less region  was  ever  to  be  carved  out  into  American 
States,  and  form  a  part  of  that  federal  family  to 
which  thev  were  then  giving  new  birth ;  that  they 
intended  tnat  the  territory,  a  part  of  which  (I  mean 
the  new  State  of  Ohio)  was  hallowed  by  the  blood 
of  the  Revolution,  should  be  on  a  worse  footing 
than  the  President  and  Senate  might  put  the  ter- 
ritory now  under  consideration;  that  it  should  be 
admitted,  under  any  circumstances,  without  being 
subject  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  as  to  the  terms  of  such  admis- 
sion ;  a  discretion  which  I  hope  I  have  shown  was 
intended  to  be  guarantied  to  Congress,  when  that 
provision  was  stricken  out  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  five,  before  referred  to,  toe  obiect  of 
which  was  to  admit  new  States  into  ,the  Union 
"upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States?" 
Sir,  I  think  it  cannot  be  believed  that  the  Conven- 
tion intended  to  subject  the  principles  of  the  com- 
promise, wldch  80  much  agitatecf  that  body,  and 


which  formed  the  basis  of  the  Union,  to  be  tfas^ 
disturbed — nay,  destroyed,  and  arm  Congress  witl 
no  redeeming  power  to  prerent  iu 

This  treaty,  therefore,  if  it  were  possible  for  asr 
treaty  lo  do  so^  has  not  attempted,  according  toit< 
fair  construction,  to  infringe  that  powvr,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  which  Congress  kas  to  regulate  tk 
terms  of  the  Admission  of  new  States. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  a  federal  right:  the 
right  to  hold  slaves  is  guarantied  by  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  therefore  is  a  federal  right,  vicb 
which  Congress  cannot  interfere.     The  rigfctiQ 
hold  slaves  guarantied  by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion !    No,  sir ;  it  was  a  right  which  existed  befere. 
and  the  Federal  Constitution  has  only  ptoviM 
against  the  invasion  of  that  right  in  snch  of  tkf 
then  existing  States  as  chose  to  recognise  ii  as  a 
right.    This  was  necessary  to  be  4|one,  brcaose 
they  were  then  recognised  as  property,  and  witsoot 
the  consent  of  the  States  they  coola  not  be  made 
to  assume  a  higher  station.     The  right  to  bdd 
slaves,  therefore,  is  not  created  by  the  Constitntka. 
Nor  is  it  a  federal  right;  it  is  a  State  right;  or. is 
other  words,  a  State  wrong,  with  which,  bv  its 
consent,  it  may  part,  by  compact  with  the  Geo- 
eral  Government,  without  committing  any  ri- 
dience  upon  its  federal  rights.    Nay,  it  is  a  rigbt 
of  which  it  could  be  derived  in  future  by  passing  a 
non-migration  law  by  Congr^s.  The  pronsioD  thea 
in  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  pnri^ 
for  the  reclamation  of  fugitive  slaves  when  tkey 
go  into  non-slaveholding  States,  is  only  a  neces- 
sary regulation  which  fi:rew  out  of  the  previous 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Union,  and  does  not 
therefore  create  the  right  to  hold  idares.    And  bv 
this  course  of  reasoning,  Mr.  Chairoaan,  1  think  1 
fully  answer  so  much  of  the  amunent  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  I^aniir)  as  has  been 
employed  in  opposition  to  this  restrictjoa,  as  is 
drawn  from  the  technical  meaning  of  the  wonl 
State.    But,  sir,  let  us  test,  by  further  ilhistiation, 
the  soundness  of  that  argument.    The  gentlemaa 
says,  State  and  nation  are  synonymous  terms,  and 
that  a  State,  in  the  interpretation  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  under  the  Constitution,  is  as  sovcracn  as 
a  nation,  except  so  far  as  that  sovereimty  is  alindg- 
ed  by  an  actual  and  express  transfer  of  a  part  of 
its  sovereignty  to  the  United  States,  in  their  fed- 
eral character;  and  because  there  is  no  exprrs^ 
surrender  of  this  power,  (though  I  beUeve  he  c^ 
ed  it  a  right,)  to  decide  whe&er  they  will  have 
slavery  or  not,  that  therefore  it  is  a  sorereign  right, 
which  cannot  be  surrendered.    Sir,  allow  this  in- 
terpretation of  the  word  State,  and  what  does  it 
lead  to  ?  Is  there  any  express  provision,  in  so  many 
words,  authorizing  Congress  to  retain  or  hold  the 
right  of  soil  in  any  State,  unless  by  compact?   No. 
sir.  Is  it  not  then  a  trait  of  soverei^ty  to  take  pos^ 
session  of  the  vacant  lands  withm  tJuLt  nation? 
Surely^  it  is.    If  then  there  is  no  exJMess  provisios 
authorizing  Congress  to  retain  thenroperty  in  sach 
soil,  according  to  the  argument  or  the  gentleman. 
it  is  a  federal  right,  belongs  to  the  State,  and  caa- 
not  be  surrendered.  Are  the  Committee  preparedly 
rec<^gnise  this  doctrine?  No.  I  presume  that  ena 
the  gentlcoaan  himself  is  not. 
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But  the  same  ge&tleman  tells  us,  that  even  if 
^we  haye  the  power,  which  by  this  time  I  trust  1 
hare  shown,  at  least  to  the  satisfaction  of  some, 
that  it  is  impolitic  to  exercise  it;  that  public  sen- 
timent is  aroused,  and  so  much  diyided,  that  even 
the  Cabinet  is  beiieTed  to  be  divided  on  this  ^reat 
and  interesting  question,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
too  delicate  a  measure  to  be  pushed.  What !  the 
Cabinet  divided !  How  does  the  gentleman  ascer- 
tain this  fact?  And,  even  if  it  were  the  fact, 
-what  influence  should  it  have  upon  the  question? 
I  could  answer  for  one,  but  will  leave  others  to 
answer  for  themselves.  But,  sir,  I  will  again  re- 
mark, on  the  subject  of  power,  that,  as  Congress 
has  acquired  this  territory  without  express  authority 
to  do  so,  I  should  for  one  say  we  have  at .  least  as 
good  authority  to  say  that  it  shall  not  come  into 
the  Union^  as  States,  unless  it  is  upon  those  prin- 
ciples which  will  subserve  the  general  welrare ; 
for  it  must  have  hem  with  a  view  of  promoting 
the  general  welfare  that  it  was  purchased,  and. 
that  view  should,  at  no  change  of  its  condition,  be 
lost  sight  of. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  told  that  this  is  a  Northern 
trick —  a  Northern  scheme  to  get  into  power.  For 
one,  I  can  answer,  that  I  am  governed  alone  by  a 
desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  my  country,  and 
to  discharge,  with  the  best  of  my  abilities,  the 
high  trust  wnich  has  been  confidea  to  such  feeble 
hands.  And,  while  i  make  this  declaration  for 
myself,  I  derive  consolation  from  the  conviction 
that  I  am  associated  with  men  ^vemed  by  mo- 
tives no  less  exceptionable.  Sir,  I  believe  this 
measure  has  originated  in  the  best  and  noblest  of 
motives;  motives  dictated  by  humanity  and  the 
ultimate  happiness  of  this  nation.  But,  even  if  I 
believed  it  originated  in  corruption,  I  would  su])- 
port  it.  1  would  support  it,  because  I  believe  it 
has  for  its  object  the  attainment  of  an  end  of  the 
last  importance  to  the  nation.  I  would  support  it, 
therefore,  as  an  evil  out  of  which  good  mi^ht 
come.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  charged  with  supportmg 
the  Revolution  to  cancel  his  British  debts.  I,  how* 
ever,  do  not  believe  it?  yet,  if  it  were  true,  from 
evil  motives  he  was  supporting  a  ^orious  cause. 
I  would  support  this  measure,  sir,  but  would,  with 
equal  zeal,  oppose  the  same  gentlemen  in  their 
attempts  to  make  an  improper  use  of  the  decision 
of  the  question  in  their  favor.  But  I  a^in  re- 
peat that  I  have  every  confidence  in  the  mtegrity 
and  exaltedness  of  tne  motives  which  dictated 
this  measure,  and  sJso  of  the  motives  which  unite 
gentlemen  in  its  support.  - 

We  are  further  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  is  a 
Northern  trick,  intended  to  injure  the  prosperity  of 
the  Western  country.  What,  sir^  a  trick  to  injure 
the  Western  country!  Let  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  answer  the  question.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  mea^ 
sure  wnich  0])en8  new  inducements  to  their  oVm 
citizens  to  migrate  to  that  country,  and  therd>y 
weaken  them^ves.  It  is  a. measure  which  is  to 
give  to  the  West  a  vif^oroos,  industrious,  and 
wealthy  popilatton.  It  is  a  measure  pregnant 
with  the  ultimate  giandeur  of  that  country.  But 
I  am  here  brought  to  a  still  more  importint  view 
of  this  sabyect;  a  view,  sir,  which  has  much 


I  weight  upon  my  mind ;  one  which  I,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  West,  fed  bound  to  obey ;  I  mean 
its  effect  upon  the  Union  in  a  pohtical  point  of 
view.  Sir,  from  a  similarity  of  interests,  of  insti- 
tutions, and 'of  feelings,  the  North  and  the  West, 
at  least  so  far  as  slavery  is  regretted^  will  feel  dis- 
inclined to  dismemberment.  A  reciprocity  of  all 
those  inducements  which  operate  to  cement  com- 
munities will  keep  them '  together.  The  South 
and  the  West  will  also  have  a  no  less  binding 
community  of  interests  to  hold  them  together. 
The  Western  non-slaveholding  States,  therefore, 
will  stand,  in  relation  to  the  North  and  the  South, 
not  only  as  neutrals,  but  as  their  common  allies. 
Sir,  those  States^  from  their  local  situation,  will 
have  a  deciding  influence  in  every  attempt  at  dis- 
memberment ;  and  a  section  of  our  country  thus 
happily  situated  should  be  placed  upon  that  foot- 
ing which  will  give  it  most  influence  and  -most 
stren^h  in  harmonizing  the  jarring  and  conflict- 
ing interests  and  feelings  which  time  may  unhap- 
pily develope  between  the  other  sections  of  our 
empire. 

Mr.  Chairman,  1  am  sorry  to  have  to  advocate 
any  measure  which  is  calculated,  as  I  conceive 
this  is,  to  give  pei^tuity  to  our  Union,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  be  compelled  to  avow  the  neces- 
sity of  assigning  that  as  a  reason  upon  this  floor. 
The  sound  of  disunion,  a  term  so  horriUe  in  itself, 
if  possible,  should  never  be  uttered  within  these 
walls.  Yet  it  has  been  uttered  so  often  in  this 
debate,  and  has  become  so  familiar,  that  it  is  high 
time  to  begin  to  adopt  measures  to  prevent  it  and 
also  to  express  our  solemn  disapprobation  or  any 
measure  or  any  proceedings  in  the  least  degree 
calculated  to  produce  it«  Sir,  when  I  hear  gentle' 
men,  in  the  heat  of  argum^it,  as  vras  the  case  with 
two  honorable  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Messrs.  ^ 
Smyth  and  Ranoolph,^  speaking  to  their  consti- 
tuents, and  to  the  Soutn  generafly,  calling  upon 
them  I' to  make  common  cause,"  to  stand  united 
in  resisting,  even  widi  "those  argoments  about 
which  the  law  is  silent,"  this  asserted  usurpation 
of  authority — an  appeal  which  is  calculated  to 
excite  the  angry  passions  of  the  community — I 
must  confess,  sir,  taat  I  am  aroused,  and  thrown 
from  that  calmness  which,  I  think,  should  char- 
acterize this  discussion.  If  ^ch  declarations  are 
employed  as  mere  rhetorical  flourishes  to  embel- 
lish their  speeches,  or  intended  only  to  intimidate 
the  members  of  this  Committee,  for  one,  sir,  I  can 
answer,  that  they  will  have  no  such  effect  upon 
me.  But,  sir,  tney  are  declarations  which  will 
flnd  their  way  to  the  public  eve,  the  public  ear, 
and,  what  is  still  worse,,  to  tne.puUic  feelings. 
They  will  not,  as  the  honorable  eentleman  from 
Gleorgia  (Mr.  Rsin^  has  told  us,  die  within  these 
walls.  Wodd  to  heaven  they  could !  But,  like 
all  other  bad  tidings,  they  will  spread  throughout 
this  land,  and  consequences  which  gentlemen  ilo 
not  expect^  and^hich  I  am  sure  they  cannot  wish, 
may  yet  disturb  the  repose  of  this  nation.  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  remember  that  it  is  much  easier  to 
excite  rebellion  and  insurrection  than  it  is  to  sup- 

Kess  it.    The  ball  of  revolution  and  civil  war, 
r.  Chaifman,  when  onCe  put  in  motion,  has  s^- 


1107 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRBSS. 


1108 


H.  or  R. 


Adftmittwu  9f  Jnuowim 


Fbvbuajit,  1890. 


dom  been  airested  bf  the  sanie  hands  which  gave 
it  impetus.  No,  sir,  on  the  contraiv,  those  who 
put  it  in  motion  are  too  often  the  nrst  who  fall 
Deneath  its  ruins.  France  affords  gentlemen  mel- 
ancholy evidence  of  this  truth :  let  the  spirits  of 
Miraboiu,  Robespierre,  Danton,  Barras,  and  even 
Napoleon  in  person^  give  it  veritv.  Let  it  once  be 
put  in  motion  in  this  country,  wnich  will  necessa- 
rily be  the  result  of  great  public  excitement,  and, 
like  an  irresistible  torrent,  it  will  roll  across  this 
mighty  empire,  destroying  alike  its  promoters  and 
opposers. 

Alas !  I  sicken  at  the  doleful  picture  which  my 
imagination  has  already  drawn  on  this  subject ! 
Is  it.  indeed,  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  arouse 
our  orethren  of  the  South  to  rebellion-<-to  a  resort 
to  arms  to  resist  this  exercise  of  power  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people?  Is  it,  indeed,  for 
the  purpose  of  bursting  those  bonds  asunder,  by 
which  we  are  united,  that  they  thus  appeal  to  the 
angry  passions  of  their  countrymen  1  Are  these 
the  objects  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  ?  And 
for  what  is  this  Union  to  be  thus  sacrificed  ?  In 
defence  of  the  dominion  of  slavery  ?  What !  Vir- 
ginia go  to  war  in  defence  of  slavery !  Virginia, 
Uie  hot-bed  of  genius ;  the  fountain  of  the  Revo- 
lution— of  our  independence ;  the  nursery  of  patri- 
otism ;  the  birthplace  of  our  Washington — the 
Father  of  his  Country !  Virginia  go  to  war  in 
defence  of  slavery !  No,  sir.  it  cannot ;,  it  will  not 
be.  The  sober  feelings  of  tnis  nation,  and  of  Vir- 
fftiiia  in  particular,  however  they  may  be  excited 
for  the  moment,  will  redeem  us,  I  trust,  at  all 
times^  from  such  awful  calamities.  This  mighty 
Empire — ^this  strong  man  armed — is  not  thus  to 
be  saorn  of  all  his  greatness.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  the 
first  time  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  disturb 
the  tranouillitv  of  that  patriotic  State,  by  her  un- 
hallowed malcontents — by  appeals  to  the  angry 
passions  of  her  citizens.  No,  sir.  I  find  record  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  a  similar  spirit  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  WASHiiiaTON,  and  the  cele- 
brated treaty  of  Mr.  Jay.    It  Is  this,  sir : 

**  Ricaxovo,  Jv(y.3l. 

**  Notics  is  hereby  given,  that,  in  esse  the  treaty  en- 
tered into  by  that  damned  arch  traitor,  John  Jay,  with 
the  British  tyrant,  should  be  ratified,  a  petition  will  be 
presented  to  the  next  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
at  their  next  seaaion,  prsytng  that  the  said  State  may 
recede  from  the  Union,  and  be  left  ander  the  goyero- 
ment  and  protection  of  one  hundred  thousand  firee  and 
independent  Virginians." 

This  notice  concludes  by  requesting  the  printers 
of  the  vrewiU  Union^  as  they  then  called  it,  to  give 
it  publicity,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  new 

Union [Here  Mr.BARBOUR  called  for  the  title 

of  the  book,  from  which  Mr.  C.  read  this  notice, 
and  was  answered  by  Mr.  C.  that  it  was  called  the 
*^  Memohrs  of  Jefferson,"  which  perhaps  were  libel- 
lous; he  could  not  say] — ^yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
intempemnce  had  but  little  effect.  Gentlemen, 
may  tnerefore  indulge  in  rhetorical  flooriahes,  and 
in  drawing  the  hideous  pieti^  of  disordered  ima- 
flinations.  without  endangering  the  Union.  Sir, 
It  is  in  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
sober  judgment,  of  the  people,  that  the  anchor  of 


oor  safety  consists ;  and  in  these  vutnesy  I  trait 
the  patriots  of  Virginia  will  not  be  deficient. 

I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  remarks  of  gen- 
tlemen have  thus  drawn  from  me  'whmi  perha|s 
had  better  never  been  said,  and  what  (I  am  sony 
to  remark)  I  have  fdt  myself  called  npoa  to  say, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty ;  and,  baTing  done  sq» 
I  will  now  proceed  to  the  fxaminatkm  of  the 
expediency  ot  this  restriction  as  an  object  of  na- 
tional concenn. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  attempted  to  pbnt  in 
the  American  soil  the  principles  of  free  and  icpnb- 
lican  government ;  we  have  attempted  to  set  an 
ezam|ue  to  the  world  of  the  capacity  of  man  to 
govern  himself,  and  of  securing  to  au  the  enjoy- 
ment of  equal  rights.  But,  alas !  the  Iwillianer  of 
this  example  abroad  is  toe  much  darkened  bf  the 
gloom  which  slavery  spreads  over  it .  and  wifle 
we  continue  to  spr^Mi  that  gloom,  the  iiappj  iafta- 
ence  of  republican  gpvernment  will  cootmue  to 
be  weakened,  till  ultimately,  like  the  son,  whose 
rays  are  obstructed  by  an  impenetraUe  ekxid,  ils 
influence  will  be  entirely  lost  It  is  due,  then,  to  the 
dignity  of  this  Government  to  show  the  world  that 
slavery  only  exists  in  the  bosom  of  oar  Republic 
from  uncontrollable  necessity — a  necessity  foroei 
upon  us  by  otir  parent  country.  Bat,  when  we 
give  to  it  new  root,  and  spread  it  beyond  its  an- 
cient borders,  are  oor  practices  consislent  with  oar 
professions  ?  Do  we  then  show  that  it  exists  oaijr 
from  necessity ;  or  do  we  not  show  that  it  ensts, 
at  least  in  a  nart  of  our  empire,  from  choioe  ?  Sir, 
it  is  due  to  the  character  of  our  Govenuaent  for 
consistency. 

Since  tne  year  1808,  every  exertion  has  been 
made  to  abolish  the  slave  trade.  Gentlemen  from 
all  sections  of  the  Union,  and  at  all  times,  have 
united  most  heartily  in  the  humane  undertaking. 
And  for  what  purpose?  Sir,  it  was  to  prevent  an 
accumulation  of  that  evil  which  so  sorely  afflicted 
our  land,  and  to  encourage  which,  heaped  so  much 
disgrace  on  all  who  were  engaged  in  it.  But  this 
wasjiot  the  only,  reason.  The  cries  of  liumanity, 
and  the  soft  whispers  of  religion,  also  demanded 
the  measure.  And  if  these  motives  hare  ogented 
so  long  and  so  universally  in  the  councils  of  this 
country,  shall  not  the  same  zootives  now  arrest 
the  progress  of  this  evil  in  its  attempt  to  plut 
itself  in  that  boundless  region  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi? Not  only  does  consistency,  but  the  vital 
interests  of  this  Government  demand  it.  To  ex- 
tend and  more  firmly  rivet  the  chains  of  slavery, 
is  but  to  hasten  the  epoch  whiph  I  shudder  lo 
mention. 

Sir,  in  the  very  nature  of  man  is  interwoven  a 
love  of  freedom :  it  is  a  passion  of  the  most  ardent 
and  indestructible  chancier.  It  is  a  passion  which, 
while  bound  in  chains,  Ues  like  the  hidden  spa^ 
ready  to  be  fanned  into  a  flame  by  the  first  breeae 
of  hope.  They  are  a  race  of  beings  Uke  so  many 
vipers  in  the  bowels  of  the  community.  Is  it  not, 
then,  oor  duty  to  use  our  best  efibrts  to  preserfe 
our  posterity,  if  it  be  not  necessary  to  pres&we  our- 
selves, from  a  slow  but  certain  fate  which  an  na* 
chan^  state  of  things  must  inevitably  prodaee. 
The  gentleman  from. Virginia  (Mr.  SitTTa)kas 
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read  to  ub  an  aceonnt  of  many  of  the  civil  wan, 
with  all  their  attendant  horrors,  which  have  re- 
sulted from  Uie  existence  of  two  diflerent  classes 
of  people  in  the  same  Gk>vemmenL  And,  while 
the  gentleman  has  given  us  a  sight  of  these  blood- 
stained pictures  of  human  misery,  for  the  purpose 
of  provmg  the  position  that  two  distinct  classes 
of  society  cannot  safely  exist  in  the  same  country, 
and  thereby  to  prove  the  necessity  of  diffusing  this 
class  of  society  so  as  to  keep  them  in  harmless 
ttumbca^  and  also  to  rivet  their  chains  so  tight 
that  they  will  be  unable  to  act  in  concert*  they 
afford  to  my  mind  a  warning  argument  of  tne  ne- 
cessity of  their  emancipation  and  colonization, 
before  another  picture  shall  be  added  to  that 

gloomy  collection,  with  which  the  Committee 
ave  been  presented  by  that  honorable  gentleman. 
For,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  that,  if  the  waminjpr  voice  of 
experience  tell  us  that  it  has  been  the  fate  of  all 
countries  where  two  distinct  and  heterogeneous  or- 
ders of  society  have  existed,  sooner  or  later  to  wade 
through  wars  and  bloodshed,  tliat  even  America, 
the  seeming  favorite  of  Heaven,  unless  timely 
measures  are  adopted  to  avoid  it,  will  not  share  a 
better  fate.  It  is  with  me.  therefwe,  a  leading 
consideration  to  limit  the  sphere  of  this  dangerous 
population,  with  an  eye  to  its  ultimate  eradicatiim 
from  the  bosom  of  our  country.  And,  sir.  I  rejoice 
that  a  propositicm  has  this  morning  been  laid  upon 
your  table,  by  a  member  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
MBIO0,)  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  practica- 
bility of  effecting  that  object  For  one,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  devote  every  inch  of  the  public  soil  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  it  so  much  shaU  be  necessary, 
to  the  redemption  of  our  country  from  this  fatal, 
this  deplorable  evil. 

But,  air^  even  if  this  evil  cannot  be  eradicated 
I  am  unwilling  to  extend  it.  Notwithstandiog  our 
brethren  of  the  South  deny  that  slavery  has  a  per- 
nicious influence  upon  the  morals  of  society  now, 
the  experience  of  all  past  ages  prove  that  when 
they  shall  be  sufliciently  numerous  to  pervade 
every  ramification  of  society  that  such  will  be  the 
effect.  That  it  should  be  otherwise,  when,  from 
their  number  and  the  cheapness  of  their  labor,  the 
free  citizens  of  the  country  either  need  not,  or  can- 
not, for  the  want  of  sumcient  compensation,  be 
employed,  than  that  idleness  and  luxury  should 
here  produce  the  same  effects  they  have  always 

{produced  in  other  countries,  cannot  be  believed, 
n  Athens,  idleness  and  luxury  were  considered 
the  parent  of  crimes,  the  disturbers  of  society.  So 
dangerous  were  they  considered^  that  Solon,  their 
great  lawgiver,  required  every  mdividuiil  to  pur- 
sue some  trade  or  profession.  Nay,  so  essential 
was  it  considered  to  the  permanency  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  happiness  of  the  people,  that  even 
PisistratuS)  who  had  sufficient  address  to  usurp 
that  Government,  required  the  observance  of  that 
law  after  he  came  Lato  power.  But  alas!  that 
Qovemment,  which  once  so  justly  boasted  of  its 
statesmen,  its  orators,  and  its  philosophers,  under 
the  baleful  influence  of  that  idleness  and  luxury 
which  succeeded  the  abrogation  of  those  salutary 
laws,  became  an  easy  prey  to  foreign  cupidity^  and 
is  now  living,  or  was,  not  long  tinea,  ttDUMr  ^ 


ffOTemment  of  a  black  eunuch,  decked  from  the 
Turkish  seraglio.  Human  nature  is  alike,  and  is 
only  noble  or  abased  as  circumstances  decree. 

But,  sir,  the  day  will  come  when  we  most  get 
rid  of  this  evil,  or  tne  evil  will  rid  itself  of  us.  And 
there  are  but  three  ways  in  which  to  do  it:  by 
emancipation  and  colonization,  by  amalgamation, 
or  by  extirpation.  In  one  of  these  ways,  if  ever, 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  must,  get  rid  of  this  evil,  and 
to  hope  for  it  in  either  of  we  last  mentioned  ways, 
is  so  revolting  to  our  feelings,  and  so  uneongemai 
with  our  nature,  that  no  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee, I  trust,  will  look  to  either  of  them  as  the 
proper  expedient  It  is,  then,  by  emancination 
that  we  ought  to  hope  to  remove  this  pestilence, 
this  foul  blot  from  our  country.  And  will  it  be 
seriously  contended,  that  the  more  they  are  spread 
throughout  this  land  the  easier  that  object  will  be 
attained  ?  No,  sir ;  the  love  of  ease  and  pleasure 
are  the  scions  which  shoot  from  the  root  d  slavery. 
The  more  they  are  extended,  therefore,  the  more 
will  this  canker  spread,  so  fatal  to  liberty,  and  the 
more  difficult  will  it  be  to  effect  their  manumis- 
sion. For,  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  work  is  to 
be  done  by  the  combined  influence  of  public  sen- 
timent and  legislative  exertion,  and  by  that  only  ? 
And  if  so,  in  proportion  as  you  expose  that  senti- 
ment to  the  extended  influence  of  the  temptation 
to  ease  and  pleasure,  in  that  proportion  you  dimin- 
ish the  prospect  of  success.  The  po^cy,  therefore, 
of  emancipation  and  extension  are  hostile  to  each 
other — are  inconsistent 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  fortunate  period  at 
which  to  embark  in  this  cause.  The  world  is  at 
peace,  with  the  exception  of  Spain,  and  are  almost 
equally  united  in  abolishing  uie  slave  trade.  If 
we  therefwe  cast  our  eyes  across  the  ocean  to  Afri- 
ca, the  land  of  their  fathers,  we  may  hope  to  be 
able  to  procure  a  resting  place  for  tnem,  where 
they  may  enjoy  peace  and  quiet,  as  well  as  our- 
selves. The  puolic  sentiment  of  mankind  is  in 
their  iavor ;  and  from  the  evidences  which  have 
been  given,  I  should  hope  the  sentiments  of  this 
nation  are  in  their,  favor. 

'  For  what  purpose  are  your  extensive  Coloniza- 
tion and  Bible  Societies  organized?  Are  they 
simply  to  ape  the  English?  r^o,  sir,  they  are  the 
offspring  01  sound  poucy,  humanity,  and  religion. 
Sir,  I  have  an  honorable  gentleman  now  in  my 
eye,  {Mr.  Mebcbb,)  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  in  promoting  the  views  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society  does  honor  to  his  heartand  his  char- 
acter; yet  I  fear,  on  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, his  views  and  opinions  are  at  war  with  those 
^eat  and  benevolent  exertions  for  which  he  is  so 
justly  distii^guished.  But,  while  the  fact  that  the 
world  is  at  peace  tells  us  it  is  a  favorable  period  to 
embark  with  harmony  and  good  fellowship  in  this 
work,  it  tells  us  still  more;  it  tells  us  that,  if  in 
this  attempt  to  eradicate  this  evil,  we  cherish  do- 
mestic difi»ensions  among  ourselves ;  if  we  foster 
party  feuds  and  geogtaphical  distinctions,  that  a 
portion  at  least  of  that  peaceful  world  may  feel 
disposed  to  embark  in  our  difficulties,  and  ultimate- 
ly destroy  the  fair  temple  of  our  independence. 
Sir,  there  was  a  time,  I  mean  the  time  of  the  West- 
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ern  insurree^on  and  of  French  intrigue  in  this 
country,  that'  our  liberties  and  Constitution  stood 
on  tottering  around.  It  was  at  that  time,  sir,  that 
foreign  interference  had  almost  proved  our  destruc- 
tion. They  were  times  perilous,  indeed.  And  it 
was  then  that  France,  by  ner  Minister — more  prop- 
erly, indeed,  her  emissary — fanned  that  flame  which 
was  rapidly  melting  the  cement  of  our  Union — it 
was  then  that  foreign  influence  and  interference 
save  us  a  warning  lesson  against  feuds  of  a  simi- 
lar character.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  then  had 
a  Washington,  a  Washington  whose  fame  had 
filled  the  earth,  to  direct  our  ship  of  State.  It  was 
then  that  one  glance  from  his  ail-penetratins  eve 
drbve  dismay  to  the  traitor's  heart.  Through  tne 
political  storms  of  that  day  he  safely  steered  us, 
and,  thank  Heaven,  left  us  safe  in  our  moorings. 
But,  shall  such  times  revisit  our  land  ?  We  have 
no  Washington  to  guide  us;  we  must  contend  with 
the  storm  as  we  can. 

I  would  here,  then,  call  upon  gentlemen  to  pause, 
and  consider  whether  this  subject  should  not  be 
discussed,  with  that  calmness  and  friendly  feeling 
which  should  characterize  a  great  nation,  legisla- 
ting upon  a  great  subject. 

But  we  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  is  a 
great  question,  and  one  which  should  be  compro- 
mised oy  admitting  Missouri  with  the  rijpht  to  set- 
tle this  question  for  herself,  and  to  prohioit  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  ia  the  remainder  of  that  country. 
This,  indeed,  is  a  course  which  many  gentlemen 
seem  to  desire.  But,  are  we  to  understand  gentle- 
men as  conceding  the  point,  that  Congress  has  the 
eower  to  make  that  restriction  or  territorial  pro- 
ibition  perpetual  and  binding  on  the  States  here- 
after? [Here  Mr.  Lowndeb  smiled  and  shook 
his  head.]  An  honoraUe  gentleman  shakes  his 
head,  who  has  favored  this  proposition,  and  I  am 
therebv  left  to  understand  that  such  is  not  the  na- 
ture or  the  proposition.  Then,  away  with  your 
compromise.  Let  Missouri  in,  and  tne  predomi- 
nance of  slave  influence  is  settled,  and  the  whole 
country  will  be  overrun  with  it.  Indeed,  I  am 
opposed  to  any  compromise  on  the  subject.  I  con- 
sider it  my  duty  to  aid  in  arresting  the  evil,  and  a 
duty  of  so  high  a  nature  as  to  amount  to  a  Con- 
stitutional duty,  embraced  within  the  oath  which 
I  have  taken  to  support  that  instrument. 

It  is  enjoined  upon  the  Union  to  protect  each 
State,  when  called  upon,  against  invasion  and  do- 
mestic violence.  The  existence  of  slavery  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  both  of  these  evils.  It  will  not 
be  forgotten  that  England,  the  bulwark  of  our  re- 
ligion, has  already  arrayed  the  savages  against  us, 
a  manner  of  making  war,  no  less  vile  and  abhor- 
rent to  the  feelin£[s  of  civilized  humanity,  than 
would  be  the  arnung  of  our  slaves.  The  exist- 
ence, therefore,  of  slavery  in  a  State,  is  calculated 
to  invite  invasion,  and  no  one  wilt  deny  that  it 
exposes  the  State  to  domestic  violence.  If  it  be 
the  duty,  then,  of  the  Union,  to  expend  the  funds, 
and,  wnat  is  more  sacred,  the  blooa  of  our  coun- 
trymen, to  repel  invasion  and  to  suppress  domestic 
violence,  is  it  not  a  good  consideration  on  the 
ground  of  expediency  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
existence  of  those  causes  which  may  thus  dbtorb 


the  safety  of  the  State  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Union  ?    It  is  a  reason  that  has  much  weight  on 
my  mind,  however  lighdy  it  may  be  viewed  by 
otners.    There  is,  Mr.  Cfhairman,  an  argument 
which  had  escaped  me,  that  has  been   argued 
against  the  justice  of  this  restriction ;   it  is  this, 
"  that  the  country  was  purchased  with  the  joint 
funds  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  should  be  left 
open  to  all."    The  short  answer  to  this -would  be, 
that  the  non-admission  of  slaves  prevents  no  free 
man*  whose  money  has  been  contributed  to  the 
[Uircnase  of  the  country^  from  going  there.    Bat, 
sir,  since  there  is  a  connict  on  the  subject  of  sh- 
very,  a  subject  which  has  much  divided  the  na- 
tion, is  it  more  reasonable  that  the  sixty  thousand 
who  have  gone  there,  should  settle  this  great  ques- 
tion, than  the  ten  millions  by  their  representatines» 
who  compose  this  nation,  and  who  hare  aD  an 
equal  interest  in  it?  '  I  should  think,  sir,  that  if  it 
were  a  matter  of  fedinj^  only,  involving  no  great 
political  principle,  that  it  would  look  more  reasoa- 
able  that  the  nation  should  decide  it,  rather  than 
so  small  a  portion  of  it,  as  sixty  thousand.     Sev- 
eral millions  of  people  may  yet  inhabit  Missouri, 
and  the  sixty  thousand,  therefore,  should  not  be 
entitled  to  the  right  of  deciding  a  qae5ti<m  of  so 
much  magnitude,  and  which  is  so  interesting  to 
our  common  country.    Freemen  will  not  be  tm- 
willing  to  live  with  freemen.    If  slavery  be  pro- 
hibited, therefore,  the  freemen  of  all  sections  eao 
and  will  go  there,  but  thousands,  nay,  millioBs,  of 
otir  freemen  are,  and  alw^s  will  be.  unwiDing  to 
mingle  with  slaves.  By  the  Nation,  ana  not  the  hand- 
ful now  in  Missouri,  tnerefore,  should  this  question 
be  settled,  provided  it  has  the  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  time  of  our  Revolution 
we  appealed  to  Providence  to  aid  us,  because  our 
cause  was  just ;  and,  I  must  here  be  permitted  to 
say^  that  I  am  superstitious,  if  it  be  supeptitioo  to 
believe  that  our  conduct  as  a  nation  is  passing 
hourly  in  review  before  Him  who  sits  aloft,  and 
that  we  shall  decline  or  prosper  as  that  conduct  b 
acceptable.  May  we  not,  Uien,  Mr.  Chainnan, 
make  this  great  and  crying  ^vil  a  great  and  glo- 
rious good  to  our  country  ?  May  we  not,  hj  di- 
recting[  our  energies  to  the  amelioration  of  their 
condition,  and  their  ultimate  emancipation,  rea- 
der ourselves  acceptable,  in  our  political  character, 
to  him  whose  favor  is  most  desirable. 

Before  I  sit  down,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  I  fear  1 
have  wearied  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  I 
will  take  leave  to  remark  that  I  am  from  the 
South,  that  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia.*  That  my 
ancestors  (as  far  back  as  I  can  certainly  tiaoe 
them,  and  that  is  not  very  far,  for  I  am  of  no  no- 
ble birth)  are  from  Virginia;  ray  relations  aad 
friends  are  all  in  the  South ;  and,  sir^  I  have  brodi- 
ers  and  sisters  in  Missouri^  and  it  afleetion  for 
them,  and  a  desire  to  gratify  any  one,  could  be 
sufficient  to  induce  a  rainquishment  of  my  fixed 

*  Mr.  Cook,  since  making  his  remarks,  apoa  ezaa- 
ination   finds  that  he  was  bom  ja  few  months  aftfr 
Kentucky  was  detached  from  Virginia,  and  in  Kea- 
tacky,  whidi,  until  sines  he  spoke,  he  tbonght  at  ^ 
time  was  a  part  ef  Viigiaia. 
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sentiments,  my  feelinffs  toward  them  would  have 
that  effect.  In  their  nousehold  they  have  slaves, 
and,  like  frail  men  in  general,  who  are  in  posses- 
sion of  a  convenience,  they  wish  to  hold  to  them. 
But  duty  must  triumph  over  feeling,  when  they 
come  in  contact 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  many  of  the  people  of 
Missouri;  I  know  she  has  many  men  of  wortn  and 
talents,  and  I  believe  they  ought  to  have  a  State 
government.  But  notwithstanding  all  the  predi- 
lection I  have  in  favor  of  Missouri,  from  the  resi- 
dence there  of  friends,  relations,  and  acquaintances, 
I  cannot  consent  to  her  admission  unless  her  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  this  restriction  is  certainly 
guarantied. 

And  while  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  am  opposing 
the  popular  feelings  of  Missouri  at  this  moment — 
that  it  the  voice  of  futurity  coold  be  heard,  I 
should  receive  its  approbation,  nay,  I  believe  its 
g:ratitude— 1  believe  I  ajn  advocating  her  substan- 
tial interests,  and  of  which  she  will  ultimately  be 
satisfied ;  and  I  am  swe  I  am  advocating  the  oest 
interests  of  this  nation.  Missouri,  therefore,  may 
come,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
HoLMcs)  has  so  pathetically  described,  from  the 
wilderness,  with  her  locks  wet  with  the  dews  of 
the  njahtj  and  knock,  and  knock,  and  knock,  at 
your  door  for  admittance,  till  she  falls  with  weak- 
ness, and  unless  she  comes  in  the  white  robes  of 
freedom,  and  a  pledge  against  the  future  evils  of 
slavery,  with  my  consent  she  shall  not  be  admit- 
ted. No,  sir,  she  may  take  up  her  march  and  re- 
turn to  the  land  from  whence  she  came ;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may  escort  her,  and 
aid  in  forming  his  favorite  connexion  between  her 
and  Mexico :  that  they  may  set  up  for  themselves, 
when  he  will  have  a  fit  theatre  upon  which  to 
display  his  abilities  and  gratify  his  ambition. 

A  word  more  to  that  gentleman,  and  I  have 
done.  During  the  war  I  saw  his  exertions,  and  I 
loved  him.  He  was  aiding  my  country  with  pa- 
triotism and  ability.  She  needed  such  aid,  and 
as  I  loved  that  country,  I  also  loved  him.  But,  I 
fear,  he  is  presuming  upon  the  character  he  then 
acquired;  is  taking  liberties  with  others  not  to  be 
sanctioned.  Yet,  sir.  I  will  not  say  to  him,  as  the 
poet  said  to  his  once  loved  mistress,  that 

"  When  I  lov'd  you,  I  can't  but  tllow 

I  hsd  msny  an  exqoisite  mianta^ 
But  the  contempt  that  I  feel  for  yon  now 

Hsth  far  more  laxury  in  it." 

No.  sir,  it  might  seem  too  severe.  But  I  will 
take  leave  to  refr^h  his  memory  in  relation  to 
some  good  advice,  flowing  from  a  nigh  and  vener- 
ated source:  *' Judge  not  lest  ye  be  judged,  for 
^  with  what  iudsment  ye  judge  others  shsul  ye  be 
'  also  iudged.  Point  not  at  the  mote  in  the  eyes 
*  of  otners,  while  there  is  a  beam  in  thy  own ;  it 
^  is  the  province  of  hypocrites  so  to  do." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  lave  done. 


Saturday,  February  5. 

Mr.  MfiiGs  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution: 

Wheraas  slavery  in  the  United  States  is  an  evil  of 


great  and  increasing  magnitude;  one  ^Aich  merits  the 
greatest  efibrts  of  this  nation  to  remedy :  Therefore, 

Ruohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  devoting  the  public  lands  as  a 
fund  for  the  purpose  of, 

lit.  Employing  a  naval  force  competent  to  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  slave  trade; 

2dly.  The  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States ;  and, 

Sdly.  Colonising  them  in  such  way  as  shall  be  con- 
ducive to  their  comfort  and  happiness,  in  Africa,  their 
mother  country. 

The  said  preamble  and  resolution  were  read; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walkcr,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, laid  on  the  table. 

The  SpbAksr  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund ; 
wnieh  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  MISSOUBI  BILL. 

The  House  then  asain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Baluwin  in  the 
chair)  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CoQK  resumed  the  speech  which  he  com- 
menced yesterday,  in  support  of  the  restriction, 
and,  in  continuation^  occupied  the  floor  abouttwo 
hours.  His  speech  in  full  is  given  in  preceding 
pages. 

Mr.  HuMPBiLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows :  I  have  a  wish,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  express  my  sentiments  on  the  subject  before  the 
honorable  Committee.  I  approach  it  with  great 
diffidence,  as  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  pub- 
lic speaking  for  many  years.  I  confess  that  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  impresses  me  with  fear 
that  I  may  become  embarrassed  in  the  discussion. 

I  have  taken  all  the  pains  in  my  power,  consist- 
ently with  the  state  of  my  health,  to  ^in  infor- 
mation, and  have  listened  with  attention  to  the 
speeches  in  this  House,  and  to  many  of  those  in 
the  Senate ;  and  1  may  unintentionally  confound 
what  I  have  heard  in  the  two  places,  for  I  have 
taken  no  notes  of  any  thing  that  has  fallen  from 
any  gentleman. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  present  amendment  does  not 
ii^terfere  with  the  slaves  now  held  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  Missouri ;  but.  by  its  operation  their  ofi*- 
spring  will  be  free.  The  cause  in  which  we  axe 
embarked  b  just,  as  its  object  is  to  afford  to  the 
descendants  of  an  unhappy  race  those  enjoyments 
that  heaven  intended  to  give  them.  But  we  are 
met  on  the  threshold  of  the  discussion,  and  told  that 
Congr^B  has  no  right  to  legislate  on  the  subject ; 
it  is  said  that  the  power  is  too  laree ;  it  has  been 
compdired  to  an  ocean,  and  that  Congress  ought 
not  to  be  intrusted  with  it,  the  danger  of  its  bong 
abused  is  so  gnreat.  It  is  contended  that,  if  Con- 
gress possess  this  power,  they  might  descend  to  the 
minutest  acts  of  legislation,  and  introduce  new 
States  into  the  Union  as  mere  dwarfs,  stript  of  all 
the  grandeur  of  sovereignty. 

I  acknowledge  that  it  is  difficult  to  answer  these 
general  observations,  this  reascming  against  the  ex- 
istence of  power  from  the  possibility  of  its  abuse. 
There  b  but  one  way  that  I  know  of  to  give  any 
thing  like  an  answer,  and  that  is,  by  saying,  in  the 
same  general  terms,  that  this  power  is  a  naar  rela- 
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tion  to  all  omer  powers,  and  that  powers  of  every 
description  are  liable  to  be  abused. 

Congress  possesses  a  string  of  powers,  all  of 
which  might  be  abused.  Among  others  it  posses- 
ses the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
declare  war.  The  powers  to  collect  taxes  and  to 
declare  war  give  to  Congress  a  conmiand  over  the 
purse  and  t&  sword  of  the  nation.  These  pow- 
ers, if  wickedly  exercised,  might  not  only  jeopard- 
ize, but  might  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of  the 
Government.  To  make  a  comparison  of  thepriv- 
ilege  of  merely  changing  the  relations  of  a  Terri- 
tory into  a  State,  upon  certain  stipulations,  with 
the  powefs  just  mentioned,  would  be,  truly,  like 
comparing  a  star  to  the  sun. 

The  President  and  Senate  also  poMess  impor- 
tant powers,  which,  physically  speaking,  might 
easily  be  abused;  instead  of  appointing  men  of 
•virtue  to  office,  they  might  fill  them  with  the  vilest 
malefactors  of  the  nation.  But  is  there  any  danger 
of  aU  this  ? 

Congress  being,  then,  expressly  intrusted  with 
such  vast  powers,  is  it  not  a  very  feeble  argument 
to  urge  the  possiDle  abase  of  power  against  its  ex- 
istence in  a  minor  case,  even  if  it  were  a  doubtful 
one? 

I  have  gone  far  enough  for  my  purpose,  as  I  wish 
to  be  brief  on  each  head  of  my  argument 

Is  there,  then,  any  cause  of  alarm  in  regard  to 
the  power  in  question  ?  How  can  there  be,  as  no- 
thing can  be  done  without  the  assent  of  those  who 
are  appljring  to  comjpose  a  State  ?  It  is  not  an  act 
of  oitiinary  legislation,  but  a  mere  act  of  compact 
and  agreement — and  can  it  for  a  moment  be  sup- 
posed that  Congress  will  ever  insist  on  any  terms, 
except  such  as  may  afiect  the  repuUican  cnaracter 
of  the  Grovemment,  or  some  other  important  in- 
terest of  the  nation ;  and^  on  such  occasions,  why 
shall  the  people  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  pass 
their  judgment  through  their  immediate  represen- 
tatives? 

As  to  another  remark,  that  an  act  of  Congress 
will  be  irrevoeable,  and  without  responsibility,  the 
position  is  incorrect  s  the  inhabitants  are  under  no  ob- 
ligation to  accept  the  terms  proposed  by  Congress ; 
t&v  nuLj  appeal  to  the  people,  who,  if  displeased 
with  their  representatives,  can  change  them ;  and, 
even  if  the  terms  are  accepted,  they  can  be  altered 
by  the  consent  of  both  parties, 

Afber  these  observations,  I  think  I  am  at  liberty 
to  confine  myself  to  the  particular  amendment  be- 
fore the  Committee. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  that  even  this  conditton  in 
restraint  of  slavery,  would  manacle  a  limb  of  the 
mvereigntjr  of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri,  and 
bting  her  into  the  Union  as  an  object  of  scorn, 
altogether  unworthy  of  th«  association  of  her  sister 
States.  This  picture  is  most  unnaturally  drawn ; 
it  ought  rather  to  have  represented  her  as  the  god- 


of  her  sister  States  should  disdain  to  associate  witn 
her.  the  general  spirit  of  the  age  would  condemn 
•aen  lofty  pi«tenaioiis. 


Our  ancestors  treated  this  subjeet  in  the  tzv 
light  in  which  liberty  and  slavery  oiig'ht  alwap  k 
be  considered ;  but,  is  the  spirit  tiiat  warmed  tha 
breasts  to  pass  for  nothing?  Is  the  ordinance ef 
1787  to  be  reproached  as  a  mere  usurpation,  sad 
nothing  more  1  Let  us  at  least  coBdeseend  toinqniif 
into  these  first  principles,  and  afterwards  we  cas 
perceive  whether  they  apply  to  this  particfilarcase 
or  not.- 

I  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  peealiar  kiotf  o( 
sovereignty  that  is  to  be  withheld  from  the  pnv 
posed  State  of  Missouri.  It  is  pretended  that  shf 
will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  holding  man  in 
bondage.  But  how  can  this  be  deemed  a  ruit^ 
It  is  nothing  more  than  a  tyrannical  abuse  Jsor- 
ereigntyj  all  the  lavrs  on  earth  cannot  mJun 
right  of  It.  When  a  people  are  overcome  aad  en- 
slaved for  want  of  ability  to  resist,  they  do  not  lose 
their  rights,  the  laws  of  the  oppressing  coontiy 
take  from  them  their  remedy — they  are  not  held 
as  slaves,  beeaose  they  have  no  rights,  bat  ihey  aie 
held  by  roree,  and  because  there  is  no  remedy  h 
their  power. 

I  may  be  told  that  it  is  an  attribute  of  sover- 
eignty to  judge  fbr  itself  as  to  wlut  is  right  aad 
what  is  wrong.  This  is  true  in  the  abstract ;  stfll 
sovereignty  has  its  limits.  In  Vattel,  I  read  ^'that 
'  all  nations  have  a  right  to  repel  by  force  wb^t 
'  openly  violates  the  laws  of  society  which  natBre 
'  has  established  among  them,  or  that  direcdr  at- 
'  taeks  the  welfare  and  safety  of  that  soektj/ 

And,  sir)  may  I  not  ask  what  can  more  direcdy 
attack  the  welfare  of  society  than  to  hoM  a  race 
of  people  in  bondage  ? 

if  the  State  of  New  York,  or  any  other  Bute, 
should  enslave  the  small  tribes  of  Indans  within 
their  limits,  would  the  other  parts  of  the  Union 
aequiesce  ?  Would  it  not  rather  be  considered  as 
(lending  a^inst  dirine  and  human  justice,  than 
as  the  exercise  of  any  right  of  sovereignty  ?  It  b 
a  right  that  does  not  belong  to  the  eonstituenti, 
and  of  course  cannot  be  deputed  to  the  Sopreoe 
head. 

I  do  not  make  these  remarks  as  applicaUe  to 
the  presoit  condition  of  slavehold mg  Scates.  After 
what  has  paned,  Congress  cannot  int^ere  with 
their  slaves  without  their  own  consent ;  and  I  am 
willing  to  ffo  further,  and  to  savthat,  independent- 
ly of  the  Constitution,  the  alaveholding  Slates 
have  acquired,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
a  certain  kind  of  rights  which  have  grown  up  out 
of  original  wrongs;  they  have  the  right  now  of 
self-preservation,  and  of  domestic  tranquillity  and 
peace^  as  a  sodden  and  general  emancipation,  or 
even  a  materiai  laxity  of  their  laws,  might  lead  to 
dangerous  and  bloody  eonsequences,  and  in  these 
rights  th^  must  be  {xotected  by  the  aim  of  the 
Gfeneral  Government  if  any  occasion  should  le- 
quire  it,  until  some  j^iaa  oan  be  fallen  upon  for  the 
gradual  abolition  ofslavory. 

But  we  find  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  under 
very  different  circumstances.    With  them  no  suck 
danger  exists ;  the  children  of  th&r  slaves,  hereaf- 
ter born,  can  be  made  free  with  as  much  ftcililjr 
as  those  that  were  dmilaHy  cireumstaneed  in 
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PennsylTania.  When  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri, 
then,  apply  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  in  the  Union, 
is  it  not  oar  duty,  and  do  not  the  sacred  laws  oi 
nature  call  upon  us  to  look  back  to  these  first  pria^ 
ciples  ?  As  to  the  sorereignty,  of  which  she  would 
be  deprived^  if  we  allow  to  the  opposite  side  the  lar- 
gest scope,  It  would  be  only  thatotsayine  for  herself 
whether  or  no  she  would  do  a  wrong  of  a  political 
cast  that  would  reflect  dishonor  on  the  nation ;  for 
it  must  dishonor  any  nation  to  spread  slavery,  un- 
less there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  it.  In  such 
a  case,  shall  we  be  orer  nice  and  scrupulous,  and 
fear  to  act,  unless  we  find  the  |)ower  m  the  Con- 
stitution in  so  many  words — is  it  not  sufficient,  if 
it  is  found  by  a  fair  and  reasonaUe  constractimi  1 

The  questions  before  the  Committee,  as  I  divide 
them,  are  two :  does  Congress  possess  the  power 
of  admitting  the  inhabitants  of^  Missouri  to  com- 
pose a  State,  and,  at  the  'same  time,  annexing  a 
condition  in  restraint  of  slavery  ? 

If  the  power  belongs  to  Congress,  is  it  ^oodpol- 
icy,  under  all  theeircumstances,  to  exercise  it?  With 
r^;ard  to  the  Territories,  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  explicit,  and  no  qitestion  can  exist.  But 
it  is  said  that,  when  a  new  State  is  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  ^ere  is  a  restraint  imposed  on 
Congress,  and  tnat,  in  such  a  case,  it  ean  only  aet 
by  way  of  negation  or  afllrmation.  Had  Congress 
been  destined  to  such  narrow  limits,  some  peculiar 
phraseology  would  have  been  used  by  tne  Con- 
vention, corresponding  with  such  a  simple  ne|ra. 
tive  or  affirmative  authority ;  and  the  Constitution 
would  not  have  contained  the  general  expression, 
that  the  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  tne  Con- 
gress into  the  Union.  Let  us  for  a  moment  ascend 
to  the  fountain  of  this  powe^— it  must  have  be- 
longed originally  to  the  people  of  the  States,  and 
wherever  it  existed  it  was  comprehensive  and  ple- 
nary--<4mder  the  old  Confederation,  the  peo^e  or 
the  States  eouldbave  admitted  a  new  Staite  to  par- 
ticipate with  them  on  any  terms  or  oonditiotis  uiey 
pleased,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  discretion 
on  both  sides,  a  mere  compact,  and,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  Constitution,  the  members  of  the 
Convention  were  authorized  to  say  how  much  of 
this  full  and  ^ginal  power  should  vest  in  Con- 
gress, and,  by  the  geaml  grant,  the  whole  passed, 
unless  it  is  restricted  m  some  other  part  of  the 
same  instrument.  Is  there  any  division  c^  this 
original  power,  unleis  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  way 
I  have  mentioned? 

I  will  now,  sir,  endeavor  to  make  a  more  accu- 
rate examination  of  the  Constitutional  ouestion, 
and,  to  accomplish  this,  it  will  be  essential  to  Uke 
a  retrospective  view  of  some  public  proceedings 
which  Cook  place  about  the  period  of  its  ademption. 
It  is  of  importance  to  be  acquainted  with  delights 
furnished  to  the  Convention  on  this  interesting 
subject 

The  first  puUic  act  I  shall  refer  to,  is  the  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  lOtii  of  October,  1780. 

**  Buohtdy  That  the  anappropriated  lands  that 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  Statea,  by 
any  particular  State,  purauant  to  the  recommendation 
of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  September  last,  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  fi»r  te  common  benefit  of  the  United  States, 


and  be  settled  and  formed  into  distinct  repnblican 
Slates,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  aorereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence,  as  the  other  States ;  that  eadi 
State  which  ahall  be  so  formed,  ahall  contain  a  enitable 
extent  of  territory,  not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  aqnare,  or  as  near 
thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit ;  that  the  neces- 
aaiy  and  reaaonable  expense  which  any  particular 
State  ahall  have  incurred,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war,  in  aubdoing  any  British  poets  or  in 
maintaining  forts  or  garrisons  within,  and  for  the  de- 
fence, or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  territory  that 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States 
ahall  be  reimbursed;  that  the  said  lands  shall  be  grant- 
ed or  settled  at  such  times  and  under  such  regulations 
as  shall  hereaAer  be  agreed  on  by  the  UnitMl  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them." 

The  State  of  New  York  made  its  cession  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1781. 

In  1783  the  Legislature  of  Viriginia  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  cession  of  the  right  of  that 
State  to  the  territory,  with  certain  reservations, 
and  with  this  condition : 

*'  That  the  tenitoiy  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and 
formed  into  States  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  ter- 
ritory»  not  less  than  a  hundred,  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  square;  and  that-  the  States 
so  formed  shall  be  distinct  republican  States,  and  ad- 
mitted members  of  the  Federal  Union,  having  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence, as  the  other  States." 

There  was  an  ordinance  in  1784,  for  the  sov- 
emment  of  the  territory,  but  it  was  annulled  by 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  is  not  material.  The 
cession  of  Massachusetts  was  made  on  the  19th 
of  April,  1785,  and  that  of  Connecticut  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1786 ;  in  these  there  is  nothing 
material ;  but  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  meution 
them  in  the  order  of  their  dates. 

The  next  public  act,  in  order  of  time,  is  a  re- 
solve of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  July,  1786. 

Retohed^  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  reeommeded  to 
tha  Legislature  of  Virginia,  to  take  into  ooimidera- 
tion  their  act  of  cession^  and  revise  theaame,  so  far  as 
to  empower  the  United  States,  in  Congreas  assembled, 
to  make  such  a  diviaion  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  lying  northerly  and  westerly  of  the  river  Ohio^ 
into  distinct  republican  States,  not  more  than  five,  nor 
less  than  three,  as  the  situation  of  that  country  and 
future  circamstances  may  require ;  which  States  shall 
hereafter  become  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and 
have  the  same  right  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence, as  the  original  States,  in  conformity 
with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  October, 
1780." 

The  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  northwest  oi  the  river 
Ohio,  is  the  next  act  on  the  subject,  and  is  dated 
13th  of  July,  1787. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  particularly,  to  the  introductory  part 
to  the  si^  articles,  and  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles 
of  the  ordinance.  The  introductory  part,  to  which 
I  allude,  is  in  the  following  words:  • 

^'And  for  extending  the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  where- 
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on  th6M  republict,  tb«ir  Uw«»  and  oonttitatioiw,  ve 
erected ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the 
basis  of  all  laws,  consiitolions,  and  goTernments, 
which  for  ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
territory;  to  provide  also  lor  the  establishment  of 
States,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federsl  Coancils, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as 
early  periods  as  ma|  be  consistent  with  the  general 
interest :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the 
aathority  aforesaid,  that  the  following  articles  shall  be 
considered  as  articles  of  compact,  between  the  original 
States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the^d  territory, 
and  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  con- 
sent.'* 

The  6th  article  is  the  one  which  relates  to 
slavery.    It  declares  that — 

*' There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involontary 
servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly 
convicted :  Provided  always.  That  any  person  escap- 
ing into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  dalmiog  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid." 

The  first  part  of  the  fifth  article  relates  to  the 
division  of  the  territory  into  States  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  and  then  concludes  in  the  follow- 
ing language: 

^'And  whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shall  have 
60,000  free  inhabitants  therein,  such  State  shall  be 
admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  in  all  respects  whatever ;  and  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment: Provided,  That  the  constitution  and  govern- 
ment, so  to  be  formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in  these  articles, 
and,  so  far  as  it  can  be,  consistent  with  the  general 
interest  of  the  Confederal,  such  admission  shall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be 
a  less  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  the  State  than 
60,000." 

The  lanjguage  of  the  ordinance  is,  that  the 
States  shall  be  admitted  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States  in  all  respects  ^atever:  but, 
the  ordinance  has  afl&xed  its  own  meaning  to 
these  strong  and  comprehensive  words,  and  in  the 
t^ame  sentence  has  annexed  a  proviso  that  the 
constitution  aud  government,  so  to  be  formed, 
shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  these  articles:  ancl  can  there  be 
a  more  important  princiole  than  the  one  which 
relates  to  slavery?  It  embraced  the  whole  of  one 
article.  Can  the  meaning  or  language  be  more 
plain  ?  And  ought  it  not  to  be  the  standard  of  in- 
terpretation on  mture  occasions?  The  Old  Con- 
gress looked  upon  these  articles  as  composing  an 
immutable  foundation  on  wbich  every  future  po- 
litical edifice  was  to  be  erected.  It  appears  that 
it  did  not  occur  to  them  that  the  true  rights  of 
sovereignty  were  infringed  by  these  humane  pro- 
visions. And  to  this  solemn  act  to  this  clear  and 
explicit  understanding  <m  the  subject,  the  Legisla- 


ture of  Virginia  afterwards  gare  its  free  conscfit 
on. the  30u  December,  1788.  A^ain,  then,  «e 
have  the  opinion  of  another  body,  that  a  restnc- 
tion,  as  to  slavery,  does  not  impair  repuUioB 
sovereignty;  and  how  is  it  possible  that  it  shouli  ? 

At  this  stage  of  my  remarks,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  period  in 
which  the  Conveation  sat. 

The  ordinance  is  dated  the  13th  July,  1787.  The 
Convention  convened  at  Philadelphia  on  the  M 
May,  1787,  and  reported  a  OMistitation  to  Con- 
gress, then  sitting  in  New  York,  on  the  17tJi  Sep- 
tember, 1787.  Thus,  it  appears  that  both  bodies 
were  in  session  at  the  same  time.  Of  coarse^  (he 
Conveation  was  well  acquainted  i^ith  the  ordi- 
nance, and  it  is  most  probable  that  it  was  agreed 
to  at  that  particular  period  so  intereatiiig  id  oar 
country,  as  a  measure  of  concilia  tien,  with  the 
expectation  that  it  would  produce  its  meiited  in- 
fluence in  the  formation  o^  the  Constitation. 

Possessed  of  this  knowedge,  and  actoated  bf  the 
feelings  of  that  period,  vdiat  did  the  Conventka 
mean  hy  the  word  Stales  ?  Its  language  is  ^  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Ccmgress  into 
the  Union." 

The  grant  of  power  is  general,  and  it  was  knovn 
at  the  same  instant  that  new  States  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  upon  the  Tery  conditiaB 
embraced  in  the  amendntieati 

So  far,  then,  as  respects  a  restcictioa  against 
slavery,  it  amounts  to  matter  of  faet,  that  the  Con- 
vention did  intend  that  new  Slates  m^t  he  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  that  condiuon.  Again, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  after  the  existence  of 
the  Constitution,  entertained  the  same  opinion ;  as, 
on  the  30th  December,  1788,  they  adopted  the  5di 
article  of  the  ordinance  verbatm^  and  hv  it  Stales 
were  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  tiiis  restric- 
tion, and  of  course  it  wa^  the  opinion  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  that  these  Statescoold  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  under  the  general  clause  in  the 
Constitution. 

But  it  is  urged  that  the  woid  State  contains 
something  in  itsdf  in  opposition  to  our  constrac- 
tion;  that  it  means  an  exact  entirenesa^  and  that 
State  is  the  same  as  a  nation.  As  to  thu,  a  StMe 
in  our  Union  is  not  the  same  as  a  nation,  for  part 
of  its  sovereignty  is  given  to  the  Gieneral  GovetB- 
ment;  aad  as  to  the  idea  of  entireaess,  it  is  refuted, 
not  only  by  the  explanation  I  have  given,  but  bf 
another  part  of  the  Constitution.  The  migratioD 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shaii  ziot 
be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1S08 ; 
but,  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  the 
Union,  at  an  early  period,  the  migration  or  impor- 
tation could  have  been  prohibited  to  it  prior  to  the 
year  1808 ;  so  that  it  would  not  have  oeen  on  an 
exact  footing  with  the  other  States. 

The^menibers  of  the  Conyention  seem  to  ban 
studied  brevity  in  their  expressions ;  they  did  not 
discriminate  as  to  terms  or  conditions,  precedeat 
or  subsequeift ;  the  general  grant  included  die 
modes  and  manner.  The  journals  of  the  Conrat- 
tion  also  throw  light  upon  this  view  of  the  ques- 
tion; the  clause  did  originally  contain  restiktive 
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words:  it  at  first  declared,  that  ''the  Legislature 

*  shall  have  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the 

*  Union,  on  the  same  terms  with  the  original  States, 

*  provided  two-thirds  of  the  number  present  in  both 

*  Houses  ame ;"  but,  the  words  "  on  the  same 

*  terms  with  the  original  States"  afterwards  disap- 
pear, and  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  is  also  changed, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  mere  subject  of  legislation. 

It  has  been  contended,  and  I  think  it  was  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth,)  that  two 
certain  clauses  in  the  Constitution  aided  their  con- 
struction; the  one  that  allows  slaves  to  be  repre- 
sented, and  the  other  that  directs  that  persons  escap- 
ing from  labor  shall  be  delivered  up.  But  this  ex- 
planation of  the  Constitution  is  a  begging  of  the 
main  question,  which  is.  Can  a  State  he  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  condition  or  terms  ?  If  so,  it 
may  be  admitted  on  the  condition  that  there  shall 
be  no  slavery ;  and,  in  such  an  event,  there  will  be 
none  to  be  represented,  or  to  escape  from  labor, 
Missouri,  in  her  character  of  State,  will  have  no 
slaves  as  far  as  respects  those  hereafter  to  be  bom. 
The  Constitutioii  imposes  no  obligation  on  a  State 
to  hold  slaves,  as  it^  does  that  a  State  shall  have 
two  Senators.  If  it  should  refuse  to  send  them, 
it  would  be  virtually  withdrawing  from  the  Union. 
But  it  is  asked,  where  is  our  construction  to  be 
bounded  ?  In  the  first  place  it  is  harmless,  because 
it  will  be  bounded  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties ; 
and,  according  to  my  present  impressions,  Consti^ 
tutional  boundaries  exist. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this 
general  position,  that  where  the  Constitution  has 
granted  certain  rights  to  States,  and  has  denied  to 
the  States  certain  other  rights,  in  such  cases  Con- 
fess can  neither  enlarge  nor  abridge,  as  for  in* 
stance : 

The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  or  government. 

The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in 
the  several  States. 

Each  State  to  have  two  Senators,  and  to  have 

Representatives  according  to  the  mode  prescribed. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State 

to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings, 

of  every  other  State. 

A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason, 
felony,  or  other  enme.  who  shall  flee  from  iustice. 
and  be  found  in  anotner  State,  shall,  on  demand 
of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which 
he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State 
having  jurisdiction  ot  the  crime. 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein. 
be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
aach  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Each  State  is 
entitled  alsp  to  all  the  privileges  and  advantages 
contained  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  instances  in 
"vvhich  restrictions  or  injunctions  are  imposed  on 
the  States,  and  the  two  clauses  just  mentioned  are, 
ID  part,  of  this  description.  The  Constitution  far- 
ther declares,  that— • 
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"  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or 
Confederacy ;  grant  letters  of  marqne  and  reprisaJs ; 
coin  money ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex /M»</aefo  law,  or  any  law 
impairing  the  obligalion  of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title 
of  nobili^ ;  no  State  thali,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, ky  any  imposts  on  imports  or  eiports  ;  no  State 
shall,  wiihoot  the  consent  of  Congress*  lay  any  duty 
on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of 
peace  ;  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power ;  or  engage  in 
any  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent 
danger  ia  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  all  such  cases  where  privileges  are  granted  to 
the  States,  as  growing  out  of  the  Constitufion,  and 
where  certain  rights  of  sovereignty  are  taken  from 
the  States,  Congress,  1  should  think,  could  not  in- 
terfere. These  compose  indispensable  character- 
istics of  a  confederated  State  in  our  Union ;  and 
if.a  State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
any  other  terms,  I  should  think  it  would  not  be  a 
State  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 

But,  what  is  there  in  the  Constitution  to  jirevent 
Congress  from  proposing  tenns,  and  exercising  its 
sound  discretion  in  all  other  reacts? 

In  the  Constitution  it  is  said,  that  the  '^enumer- 
'  ation  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  eonstraed  to 
'  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  peojj^e ; 

*  and  that  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
'  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 

*  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respect- 
'  iveiy,  or  to  the  neople." 

What  is  there  for  these  clauses  to  operate  upon? 
The  people  possessed  the  full  power,  they  granted 
it  to  Uongress  in  general  terms,  and  in  other  Ptrts 
of  the  same  instrument  pointed  out  wherein  Con- 
gress should  be  restricted  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power ;  if  there  are  any  other  restrictions,  it  is  in- 
cumb^t  on  our  of^nents  to  show  them.  The 
work,  to  me,  appears  to  be  complete  and  finithed, 
and  tnat  no  other  line  can  be  drawn.  Congress 
has  a  right  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies.  In  these  instances  the  restriction  is 
contained  in  the  same  clause  that  makes  the  grant, 
but  if  there  had  been  no  restriction,  the  power  of 
Congress  would  have  been  full,  and  commenaurate 
with  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  in  the  grant  of 
the  power  to  nvulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions. So,  in  tne  present  case,  does  not  the  gen- 
eral grant  give  all  the  power  on  the  subject  that 
is  not  restricted  by  the  other  parts  of  the  Consti- 
tution 1  ^ 

And  how  can  any  serious  danger  of  the  abuse  of 
this  power  exist,  wnen  the  consent  of  both  parties 
must  be  obtained  1  And  when  there  can  be  no  in- 
ducenlent  on  the  pirt  of  Congress  to  propose  terms 
that  would  matenally  affect  me  body  of  the  muni- 
cipal code,  why  insist  on  takingN  powers  from  a 
State  ^at  Congress  itself  conld  not  enjoy  ?  Con- 
I  gress  has  no  exclusive  jurisdiction  except  in  the 
I  ten  nules  square,  and  in  other  cases  can  only  legis- 
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late  OQ  the  Federal  powers  granted.  Terms  will 
never  be  insisted  upon,  except  as  to  some  impor- 
tant interest  that  may  affect  the  nation  in  general; 
it  is  beyond  any  calculation  of  probability,  that 
Congress  would  ever  wish  to  make  material  inroads 
upon  the  body  of  the  municipal  code. 

From  the  nature  of  things,  when  the  grantor  is 
not  obliged  to  act,  the  grantee  cannot  make  his 
own  terms,  and  shall  the  parties  be  denied  the  pri- 
vilege of  endeavoring  to  come  to  such  an  unaer- 
stand inji:  sus  may  be  satisfactory  to  both  ? 

In  this  light,  the  power  has  been  considered  and 
practised  upon  by  many  legislative  bodies  of  the 
nation  for  a  period  of  about  thirty  years. 

The  ordinance  itself,  of  1787,  has  undergone  re- 
peated recognitions.  But,  it  has  been  reproached 
as  the  production  of  usurped  power.  This  is  an 
assertion  without  proof;  the  States  had  relinquish- 
ed all  right  and  jurisdiction  over  this  Territory, 
and  there  exbted  no  capacity  of  self-government 
or  organization ;  under  such  circumstances,  it  could 
not  &  irregular  for  Congress  to  act,  particularly  as 
the  cessions  were  made  by  virtue  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  which  con- 
tained this  clause:  that  the  said  lands  shall  be 
"  granted  or  settled  at  such  times  and  under  such 
'  regulations  as  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the 
^  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any 
'  nine  or  more  of  them.''  And,  independently  of 
this,  the  first  Congress  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  which  had  express  power  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  Terri- 
tory, recognised  the  ordinance  by  passing  a  supple- 
mentary act ;  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  also,  after 
the  Constitution,  on  the  30th  December,  1788, 
adopted  it  by  agreeing  to  the  5th  article  verbatim, 
which  has  reference  to  all  the  articles,  and  con- 
tains in  itself  the  important  proviso  that  the  Con- 
stitution and  Government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be 
republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  these  articles ;  in  addition  to  this,  it  has 
been  recognised  by  three  different  Congresses,  on 
the  admissions  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  into  the  Union ;  and  by  those  three  bodies 
of  people  in  the  acceptance  of  tneir  admission  into 
the  Union  agreeably  to  its  provisions.  There  are 
many  othor  instances  of  its  recognition,  which 
make  it  sufficient  to  <]uiet  even  a  doubtful  question, 
for  the  sake  of  stability  in  human  affairs,  and  for 
the  repose  and  happiness  of  society. 

That  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
opon  condition,  we  have  precedents  in  the  case 
or  every  State  that  has  been  admitted,  except  Ver- 
mont 

In  1791,  Kentucky  was  formed  out  of  Virginia, 
and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  certain  terms  and 
conditions  imposed  upon  her  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Whether  the  terms  are  agreed  upon  between 
the  old  and  new  State,  is  not  material,  as  Congress 
acquiesces,  and  the  State  is  actually  admitted  on 
the  condition,  which  is  known  and  considered 
obligatory.  But,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  HABniN)says,  that  the  terms  would  not  have 
been  obli^tory,  if  provision  had  not  been  made  in  . 
tlie  constitution  of  ttlentucky  for  that  purpose.    1 1 


cannot  assent  to  this  paction ;  the  coaapact  vi 
the  basis  on  which  Kentucky  canae  into  the  Unia 
and  it  by  no  means  impairs  sovereignty  to  compr 
with  contracts ;  and  the  people  'who  wish  to  ecu 
pose  a  State  are  equally  competent  to  makfii 
contract  at  the  instant  of  its  creation  as  afterwvc*. 
in  each  case  the  power  exists,  and  there  is  do  c^ 
ere  ion  in  the  one  more  than  in  the  other. 

In  June,  1796,  Tennessee  was  admitted  into  ly 
Union.  This  State  was  formed  out  of  the  ten- 
tory  that  had  been  ceded  by  North  Carolina,  to  V 
governed  by. the  ordinance  of  1787,  except  is  u 
the  6th  article^  which  prohibits  slavery.  The  ex- 
cepting of  this  article,  by  the  States  of  Noiit 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  manifests  ^ainly  thdr  n- 
derstanding  on  the  subject;  yet,  where  nev States 
were  formed  out  of  old  ones,  it  'would  hare  bem 
wanton  in  Congress  to  endeavor  to  impOK  tlie  re- 
striction as  to  slavery. 

In  1802,  Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  U&kn  on 
conditions. 

In  April,  1812,  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  <k 
Union.  The  act  contains  this  inipottant  senteoee: 
"  That  the  above  condition,  and  sul  the  other  eor 
'  ditions  and  terms  contained  in  the  third  seetioi 

*  of  the  act.  the  title  whereof  is  hereinbefore  rccis- 

*  ed,  shall  be  considered,  deemed,  and  taJten,  fnt- 
^  damental  conditions  and  terms,  apon  which  soa 
'  State  b  incor^rated  in  the  Union." 

In  1816,  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Tjiioi 
on  condition. 

In  December,  1817,  Mississippi  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  among  othei*  conditions  are 
these :  that  lands  sold  by  Congress  shall  be  exempi 
from  taxes  for  five  years,  and  that  noii-Te^deDt> 
shsdl  not  be  taxed  nigher  for  their  lands  than 
residents. 

In  December,  1818,  Illinois  was  admitted  iotc 
the  Union,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

In  the  present  session,  Alabama  has  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  condition. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  on  the  taUe  coa- 
tains  a  proviso  that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  oo 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no 
case  shall  non-resident  i>roprietor8  be  taxed  higha 
than  residents.  This  is  the  very  principle  for 
which  we  are  contending. 

T he  condi  tlons  I  ha  ve  j ust  mentioned  have  bees 
imposed  on  every  State  that  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  the  Constitution,  except,  I  ht- 
iieve,  two.  The  conditions  I  mean  are,  that  laa^  | 
sold  by  Congress  shall  be  exempt  from  taxes  fcr 
five  years,  and  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  shail 
not  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  of  teadmti. 
Do  not  these  impugn  sovereignty  in  an  indefinitely 
higher  degree  than  the  condition  in  restiaintof 
slavery  ?  The  private  righto  of  soil  of  course  le- 
main  with  the  rormer  proprietors,  but  the  domis- 
ion — the  right  of  taxation — is  a  prerogative  of  sor- 
ereiffuty  of  the  first  order ;  and,  to  a^t  this,  is  fs 
weaken  the  very  sinews  of  the  government 

That  States  may  be  admitted  on  conditions  ha 
not  only  undergone  the  ordeal  of  so  many  bodiei 
and  Congresses,  but  I  believe  of  every  Presidait 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  from  Gtotge 
Washington  to  President  MonroCi 
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Never  was  a  principle  more  clearly  undeistood 
by  any  nation  or  people,  than  that  a  State  may  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  conditions.  It  has 
been  recognised  and  confirmed  nearly  as  often  at 
the  famous  Magna  Charta  of  England.  And  it 
appears  to  have  been  so  considered  by  the  contem- 
poraries of  the  day.  Judge  Wilson,  who  was  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  Convention,  express- 
ed himself  in  these  words :  "  It  was  all  that  could 
^  be  obtained ;  I  am  sorry  it  was  no  more ;  but  from 
'  this  I  think  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  yet  a  few 
'  years  and  it  will  be  prohibited  altogether ;  and 
^  m  the  meantime  the  new  States  which  are  to  be 
'  formed  will  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in 
^  this  narticular,  and  slaves  will  never  be  intro- 
^  dttced  among  them." 

After  such  an  understanding  on  the  subject,  and 
so  lon|[  an  acc|uioBcence,  the  doctrine,  as  laid  down 
by  Chief  Justice  Marshall^  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  applies  with  more  than  com- 
mon force.    He  says : 

**  It  has  been  truly  said  that  this  ean  searcely  be  con- 
sidered as  an  open  qnestion,  entirely  nnprejudioed  by 
former  proceedings  of  the  nation  respecting  it.  The 
principle  now  contested  was  introduced  at  a  very  early 
period  of  our  hiitory»  and  has  been  recognissd  by  many 
successive  Lsgislalures.  U  will  not  be  denied  that  a 
bold  and  daring  usurpation  might  be  resisted,  after  an 
acquiescence  still  longer  and  more  complete  than  this ; 
but  it  is  conceived  that  a  doubtful  question— one  on 
which  human  reason  may  pause,  and  the  human  judg- 
ment be  suspended — in  the  decision  of  which  the  great 
principles  of  liberty  are  not  concerned,  but  the  respec- 
tive powers  of  those  who  are  equally  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  are  to  be  adjusted,  if  not  pot  at  rest 
by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  ought  to  receive  a 
considerable  impression  from  that  practice.  It  would 
require  no  ordinary  share  of  intrepidity  to  assert  that 
a  measure  adopted  under  these  circumstances  was  a 
bold  and  plain  usurpation,  to  which  the  Constitution 
gave  no  conntenanos." 

In  the  present  case,  the  principles  of  liberty  are 
concerned,  but  they  are  on  the  side  that  conforms 
with  the  practice  of  the  Government. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  precedents  passed  in 
silence,  and  have  never  been  disputed.  I  answer, 
that  a  long  uniformity  of  practice  on  a  subject, 
the  propriety  of  which  was  never  even  questioned, 
has  much  greater  claims  to  correctness  than  if  it 
had  been  agitated  and  contested  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  carried  only  by  bare  majorities.  In  re- 
ality, if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  objection,  it  is 
strange  and  wonderfU  in  the  extreme  that  the 
keen  eye  of  interest  and  of  State  jealousy  should 
not  have  discovered  it  for  a  period  of  thirty  years. 

Another  objection  has  been  raised  out  of  the 
treaty  with  France  of  the  30th  April,  1803.  The 
article  relied  upon  is  as  follows : 

*'The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  the  citi* 
sens  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  they 
shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profi 
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The  latter  part  of  this  article  relates  to  the  ceded 
territory  while  in  its  territorial  state. 

The  preceding  part  does  not  even  say  that  the 
inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
Stales;  but,  allowing  the  greatest  latitude,  can  it 
in  reason  mean  more  than  that  the  ceded  territory 
shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union^  as  States,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution?  A  candid  construction  cf 
this  clause  would  never  allow  that  the  inhabi- 
tants should  enjoy  higher  rights,  advanta^,  or 
immunities,  than  would  be  derived  by  the  circum- 
stance of  beinff  admitted  into  the  Union,  as  States, 
according  to  me  principles  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. If,  then,  the  Constitution  authorizes  Con- 
Sess  to  exercise  its  own  discretion  in  this  partica- 
r,  will  not  the  inhabitants  be  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitulicm  ?  Could  more  have  been  asked,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  ever  intended  to  be  granted  on  the 
other?  The  inhabitants  would  then  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  amd  entitled,  as  such,  to  all 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  that  character. 
If  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  Federal  riffht,  and 
attached  merely  to  citizenshi|>  of  the  United  States, 
it  could  maintain  itself  against  State  authority ; 
and,  OB  this  principle,  the  owner  miffht  take  his 
slaves  into  any  State  he  pleased  in  defiance  of  the 
State  laws.  But  this  would  be  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  even  the  broad  language,  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States,  does  not  produce  this  effect,  as  is 
plainly  manifested  by  the  article  which  directs 
that  persons  escaping  from  labor  shall  be  delivered 
up  to  the  party  to  whom  the  labor  is  due.  This 
shows  that  if  slaves  are  intentionally  taken  into  a 
State  to  reside,  the  State  can  deny  to  the  master 
any  right  to  hold  them  as  slaves  within  its  juris- 
diction. 

These  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  were 
intended  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  as  a 
body  politic,  or  in  their  individual  capacities. 

iL  as  a  body  politic,  and  they  are  admitted  into 
the  Union,  accming  to  the  prmciples  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  it  must  be  deemed  satis&ctory 
in  that  point  of  view. 

If  these  rights  are  attached  to  them  in  their  in- 
dividual capacities,  they  can  only  be  eigoyed  by 
those  who  were  inhabitants  at  the  time;  th^ 
would  look  up  to  the  treaty  as  the  fountain  of  theur 
authority,  and  would  hda  not  only  paramount  to 
all  the  powers  of  Congress,  but  also  paramount  to 
any  authority  that  the  State  of  Missouri  could 
possess:  the  State  could  not  say  that  slavery 
shoidd  not  exist  in  its  limits,  if  any  of  the  inhab- 
iunts  should  be  disposoi  to  say  to  the  contrary; 
so  that,  if  the  restriction  would  infringe  upon  one 
wing  of  the  State  sovereignty,  thb  construction 
of  the  treaty  would  infringe  upon  the  other. 

But,  how  is  the  power  to  admit  States  into  the 
Union  to  be  controlled  by  the  treaty-making  power  ? 
It  is  a  specified  power  vested  in  Congress.  While 
the  treaty-making  power  keeps  within  its  sphere, 
there  is,  perhaps,  a  political  obligation  imposed  on 
C<»gres8  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  caixy  it  into 
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execution,  so  that  the  different  parts  of  the  Got- 
eminent  may  more  in  harmony.  Where  the  true 
Ikie  is,  might  be  difficult  to  say,  and  it  is  useless  at 
present  to  inquire. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  B.  HAHniN,)  tluit  the  treaty-making 
power  could  make  a  treaty  offensire  and  defensive 
which  would  be  obligatory-  on  Congress.  At 
present  I  cannot  agree  to  this.  Congress  has  the 
power  to  establish  a  bankrupt  law,  and  to  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  but,  if  a  treaty 
should  be  made  with  England,  for  instance,  that 
there  shall  be  no  bankrupt  law  in  either  country, 
and  that  the  weivhts  and  measures  in  both  shall 
be  the  same,  would  it  be  obligatory  on  Congress  ? 
Congress  has  a  right  to  declare  war;  but  if  a  treaty 
should  be  made  with  Spain,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
die  Floridas,  it  should  engage  that  this  country 
would  go  to  war  against  tro  Patriots  of  Sontn 
America  in  the  Spring,  would  Congress  be  under 
any  obligation  to  acquiesce  ? 

I  mention  these  as  self-evident  cases,  by  way  of 
fltttstration,  to  show  the  inability  of  the  treaty- 
makinff  power  to  control  Congress  in  the  admis- 
sion of  States  into  the  Union.  But,  in  this  in- 
stance, I  cannot  say  that  the  treaty-making  power 
luLs  exceeded  its  authority.  The  words  "as  soon 
as  possible^' could  mean  nothing  more  than  as 
soon  as  Congress  should  deem  it  fit  and  proper ; 
that  would  be  as  soon  as  possible,  having  relation 
to  the  nature  of  the  subject«-mattef,  and  to  the 
powers  that  were  to  act.  It  must  be  acknowl- 
edired  that  they  did  not  mean  immediately. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  that 
has  attracted  much  attention.  I  mean  that  which 
relates  to  migration  and  importation.  The  Com- 
mittee will  perceive  that  this  clause  does  not 
directly  support  the*amendment  in  full,  as  it  wbuld 
not  work  an  entire  extinguishment  of  slavery  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  it  could  only  prevent  future 
migration  to  it.  But  perhaps  it  may  be  of  some 
consequence  to  examine  it,  as  it  may  have  a  col- 
lateral bearing  upon  the  subject. 

Itisdeclar^  "that  the  migration  or  importa- 
^•tation  of  such  persons  an  any  of  die  States  now 

*  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

*  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
«  1808." 

What  is  meant  by  the  words  "migration  or  im- 
portation ?"  If  the  Convention  bad  meant  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  only,  why  use  the 
word  ** migration?"  "  Importation"  was  the  ap- 
propriate word  for  that  purpose,  and  would  have 
included  such  persons  as  should  be  brought  from 
beyond  the  seas,  as  well  as  those  brought  from  the 
adjoining  countries ;  it  would  include,  with  great 
propriety,  persons  brought  into  the  country  from 
any  other  place  whatever. 

The  subject  of  slavery  was  one  th^it  occasioned 
the  most  animated  contest  between  the  members 
of  the  Convention ;  and  I  presume  that  they  did 
not  employ  these  words  without  weighing  their 
signification  well. 

I  will  give  my  idea  of  the  word  importation 
first.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  agreed  that  Con- 
gress might  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 


after  the  year  1808 ;  but  as  Congress  had  a  rigti 
to  lay  a  tax  or  duty  on  every  thing  imported  int. 
this  country,  it  was  in  their  pow^er  to  lay  it  »: 
high  as  would  virtually  amount  to  a  prohilntioB. 
To  prevent  this,  the  slaveholding  States  had  (be 
precaution  to  have  the  tax  or  daty  fimited  tDt 
sum  not  higher  than  ten  dcdlars  on  <each  perseBt 
This  compromise  ended  the  contest  a^  to  tli^word 
importation. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  word  '^  migratioo  T 
That  it  was  intended  as  a  significant  word,  is 
manifest  from  the  minutes  of  the  ConTentioo. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  Sist 
clause  of  the  report,  to  read,  "  The  importatien  of 
slaves  into  such  of  the  States  as  shall  permit  &e 
same,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legisbtsereof 
the  Union,  until  the  year  1808.^ 

In  the  proposed  amendment,  die  word  ii^orta- 
tion  stood  uone;  but  the  motion  passed  in  die 
negative,  and  the  word  -migration  was  relu&ed. 
Such  a  variety  of  opinions  are  entertained  as  to 
the  nieaiMng  of  this  word  that  it  excites  curiosity. 
Some  think  it  is  synonymous  with  importatioB ; 
some,  that  it  relates  to  free  persons  coming  into 
this  country ;  others,  that  it  has  a  doable  meaning ^ 
relating  either  to  free  persons  or  to  dares;  tai 
others,  that  it  is  confined  to  slaves  to  be  hFoughi 
into  this  country  from  the  adjacent  countries. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  first  and  third  expo- 
sitions. Can  it  for  a  moment  be  imagined  t£at 
Congress  were  to  be  restrained  from  fffohibitiiig 
an  influx  of  strangers  into  this  country,  if  the 
safety  of  the  country  should  require  it,  untd  1^08  ? 
Such  a  power  is  incident  to  every  GoTenunent ; 
^ood  policy  may  require  it  in  times  of  peace,  to 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  as  preparatory  to  a  slate 
of  war,  and  in  war.  It  appeiurs  by  tlm  minutes  of 
the  Convention;  that  the  claiise  at  one  time^tood 
in  these  words :  "  But  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  im- 
posed on  such  migration  or  importation,  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  the  average  duty  laid  on  impovts  f 
but,  as  free  persons  coula  not  have  been  vahied^of 
course  they  could  not  have  been  intended  as  the 
clause  then  stood.  For  my  own  part  I  think  the 
clause  was  always  intended  to  embrafcce  slares,  sad 
no  other  description  of  persons. 

As  to  the  other  exposition,  that  the  word  migia- 
tion  means  slaves  to  oe  brought  from  the  adjaoeat 
countries ;  if  so,  can  any  sensible  reason  be  gvrea 
why  a  duty  or  tax  was  not  attached  to  the  ward 
migration,  as  well  as  to  the  importatacm.  In  both 
cases  slaves  would  be  brought  into  this  country 
from  foreign  nations,  and  wny  should  the  tax  or 
duty  be  stricken  out  as  it  related  to  m^ndon? 
The  word  migration  must  have  meant  one  of  two 
things---^ther  a  change  of  situation  froma  foreign 
nation  into  this  country,  or  a  change  in  this  coun- 
try fVom  one  State  to  another  State ;  in  this  re- 
spect the  clause  b  lefl  at  large ;  it  does  not  con- 
tain the  W(M-ds  State  or  United  States.  The  idea 
of  the  two  words  being  synonymous,  seems  ncnr 
to  be  abandoned.  Suppose,  then,  that  Congrfs« 
had  laid  a  duty  or  tax  ou  slaves  to  be  bronrbi 
from  any  of  the  adjacent  countries,  would  sodi  2 
law  have  been> declared  imconstitutional  ?  Ifo0t, 
the  case  is  included  by  the  word  importation ;  «nd, 
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of  course,  the  word  migration  has  no  employment 
there.  If  we  consider  Uie  meaning  to  be  a  change 
of  sitaation  from  one  State  to  another,  and  that  is 
from  one  government  to  another,  are  we  not  fur- 
nished wi&  the  reason  why  no  tax  or  duty  was 
attached  to  the  word  migration,  as  would  not  have 
been  agreeable  to  other  parts  or  the  Constitution : 
"  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 
'  fnnn  any  State;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or 
*•  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
'  dutv,  in  another.'' 

I  nave  udoptcd  this  construction,  because  it  is 
most  free  ikt)m  objection,  and  because  it  accords 
b^t  with  humanity,  and  with  the  sjMrit  of  the 
times  which  produced  the  Constitution. 

If  this  construction  is  correct,  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses, the  power  over  migration  from  State  to 
Stat&  and  should  ever  exercise  that  power,  then  I 
may  be  permitted  to  ask,  how  could  a  State  that 
has  abolished  slavery  ever  introduce  it  into  its 
limits  again?  Imp(»tation  from  abroad  would  be 
cut  off;  migration  from  State  to  State  would  be 
inhibited,  and  the  bad|^  of  slavery  could  not  be* 
fastened  on  any  white  treemen  or  luack  freemen ; 
they  would  be  instantly  dischaiged  on  a  AaieM 
carpus.  Such  is  the  genius  of  our  republican  in- 
stitutions, that  no  person  that  is  born  tree  can  ever 
be  en^ved ;  and,  independently  of  this.  I  wish  to 
maintain  it  as  a  principle  throughout  tkis  discus- 
sion, that  it  would  be  a  breach  of  morality  and 
a  true  sovereignty,  and  a  dishonor  to  a  State,  to 
introduce  slavery,  unless  there  should  exist  an  ab- 
solute necessity  for  it.  Under  the  view  which  I 
have  taken,  if  the  restriction  is  not  carried,  Mis- 
souri will  be  in  a  bettfer  situation,  (if  she  imould 
so  consider  it,)  than  such  States  as  I  have  men- 
tionedj  as  the  existing  slavery  in  Biissouri  could  not 
be  extinguiitied,  but  must  be  permitted  to  remain 
and  spread  over  that  whole  country. 

Another  consequence  would  result  tem  such  a 
construction,  and  that  is,  it  would  show  that]  the 
Convention  contemplated  a  gradual  reduction  of 
slavery,  and  that  condensation,  instead  of  exten- 
sion, was  the  object  which  they  had  in  view.  I 
have  already  mentioned  that  this  part  of  the  Con^ 
stitution  does  not  directly  support  the  amendment, 
but  that  perhaps  it  might  have  a  collateral  influ- 
ence. I  have  now  explaiued  my  idea  respect- 
ifkg  it. 

As  to  the  present  amendment,  in  restriction  of 
slavery,  it  depends,  as  I  have  already  said,  on  the 
right  of  the  parties  to  enter  into  such  a  stipula- 
tion ;  and  I  hope  I  may  be- permitted  to  take  a  orief 
review  of  the  ground  over  which  I  have  travelled, 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this 
partieular  subject  once  more. 

It  i&  in  substance,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion ol  the  Constitution,  slavery  existed  in  some  of 
the  States ;  it  was  considered  as  a  great  political 
malady,  but  had  taken  too  deep  a  root  to  be  extir- 
pated by  any  means  then  in  the  power  of  the 
country ;  bat,  in  relation  to  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, the  same  insurmountable  objection  did  not 
apjdy;  and  the  American  people  embraced  the 
first  opportunity  that  was  presented  to  arrest  the 
further  progress  of  slavery,  and  while  this  transac- 


tion was  recent,  or  rather  simultaneous  with  it,  the 
Convention  sat,  and,  knowing  that  States  were  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  this  very  condition, 
made  the  Constitution,  employing  in  the  main 
clause  a  ^neralitv  of  expression,  and  omitting 
the  restrictive  woras  it  had  previously  contained. 
How,  then,  can  it  fairly  be  said,  that  the  Conven- 
tion meant  to  restrain  Con^^ress  on  this  subject,  on 
any  future  occasion ;  that  it  was  in  their  contem- 
plation to  exclude  slavery  from  the  Territory, 
which  had  been  conquered  with  their  arms  ana 
blood,  and  which  was  to  be  settled  by  their  own 
desc«idants,  and  yet  that  slavery  should  be  per- 
mitted to  spread  over  any  country  that  mi^ht 
thereafter  be  acquired;  and  more  especiailv  when 
we  see  the  anxiety  that  prevailed  to  connne  this 
evil  to  its  old  limits — an  evil,  too,  which  was  so 
anomalous  to  the  sublime  feature  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  it  was  not  suffered  to  be  named  in  any 
of  its  pages  ?  I  may  have  grown  over  zealous ; 
something  may  have  created  a  bias  in  my  mind ; 
but  to  me  it  appears  to  be  so  unnatural  as  to  war^ 
want  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  that  such 
ever  could  have  ever  been  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution.  With  this,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. I  leave  the  Constitutional  question. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Habdin) 
has  said  that  the  act  making  regulations  for  the 
Territorv  of  Missouri  imposes  no  restriction  as^  to 
slavery,  Dut  that  it  holds  out  inducements  for  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  bona  Jlde 
owners  of  slaves,  to  remove  with  them  to  the 
Territory. 

I  have  classed  this  act  under  the  head  of  expe- 
diency, as  it  forms  no  Constitutional  bar,  nor  con- 
tains any  contract.  Its  object  is  temppraxy,  and  is 
so  declared  in  the  title  of  the  act.  It  bears  no.  re- 
semblance to  a  law  vesting  privileges  in  a  corpo- 
ration ;  the  principal  officers  are  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President:  the  inhabitants  had  no  power 
to  reject  the  rmilations.  Congress  has  power  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States,  but 
the  passing  of  one  act  prescribing  the  manner  in 
which  laws  for  the  Territory  shall  be  made,  does 
not  commit  Congress:  they  can  change  the  mode  at 
pleasure.^  As  to  the  idea  that  such  relations  are 
of  a  binding  character  and  unalterable,  it  is  novel 
and  without  solidity. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  was  made  under  differ- 
ent circumstances.  The  parties  claiming  right  of 
soil  and  jurisdiction  agreed  and  acquiesced  in  it, 
and  by  tne  words  of  the  ordinance,  {>ermanency 
was  intended ;  but.  as  to  the  Missouri  Territory, 
there  exist  no  conflicting  claims  as  to  soil  and  ju- 
risdiction I  both  heiong  exclusiv^y  to  the  UnitedT 
States^  and,  from  a  bare  inspection  of  the  act,  no 
intention  is  conveyed  that  the  regulation  should 
be  permanent 

It  is  nothing  more  than  a  case,  of  an  ordinary 
law. 

The  change  of  laws  often  produces  an  inconve- 
nience tb  some  portion  of  the  citizens:  designs 
may  be  formed  under  existing  laws  which  do  not 
reach  maturity  before  the  laws  are  altered. 
The  policy  of  the  country  required  non-impor- 
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tation  and  embargo  laws,  to  the  great  disadvan- 
tage of  many  merchants  whose  capitals  were  em- 
barked in  trade. 

The  same  arguments  mi^ht  have  been  used 
when  slavery  was  abolished  m  any  of  the  States'; 
with  equal  propriety  it  could  have  been  urged  that 
it  was  under  the  faith  of  the  stability  of  laws  that 
slaves  had  been  purchased ;  but  this  can  furnish  no 
reason  against  prospective  laws  in  favor  of  the 
unborn :  in  them  no  interest  can  be  vested. 

It  is  further  insisted  that,-  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  held  slaves  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  deprive  them  of  any  advantage 
that  by  possibility  might  arise  even  from  the  issue 
of  their  slaves.  Let  us  compare  thb  view  of  the 
subject  with  the  circumstances  attending  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  The  Canadian  inhabit- 
ants and  other  settlers,  who  professed  theipselves 
citizens  of  Virginia^  could  not  have  been  very  in- 
considerable, and  Virginia  in  her  act  of  cession 
stipulated  that  they  should  have  their  possessions 
and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 

Nevertheless,  such  was  the  ardor  for  liberty  at 
that  day,  that  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
extinguished  slavery  not  only  as  to  the  unborn,  but 
as  to  the  slaves  then  held  bv  the  inhabitants,  and, 
to  avoid  the  operation  of  tne  ordinance,  some  of 
the  inhabitants  removed  out  of  the  Territory. 

With  what  reason,  then,  can  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  complain,  when  we  proceed  in  the  most 
conciliatory  manner,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
slaves  now  held  by  them? 

The  parties  to  the  treatj  knew  that,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  some  States  had 
been  admitted  with  a  restriction  as  to  slavery,  and 
others  without  such  restriction.  The  inhabitants 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  when  States  should  be 
formed  out  of  this  new  purchase,  the  ereat  ques- 
tion would  be  agitated  and  decided,  whether  sla- 
very should  be  tolerated  in  the  new  States  or  not 
In  relation  to  the  general  question  of  expediency 
nothing  new  I  presume  can  be  advanced,  as  it  has 
been  copiously  mvestigated  in  this  House,  and  a 
great  deal,  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  written 
upon  the  subject.  I  shall,  therefore,  make  but  few 
ooservations  upon  it. 

I  shall  not,  from  any  desire  of  beinf  ingenious, 
avoid  arguments  that  have  been  used  oy  others — 
arffuments  that  convince  many,  are  the  more  valu- 
aUe  on  that  account. 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  this  country  must 
he  considered  as  involuntary;  that  it  is  a  great 
political  evil  is  generally  acknowledged,  and  that 
no  blame  is  attached  to  the  present  generation  is 
equally  admitted.  It  was  a  bitter  inheritance,  and 
one  that  imposed  the  necessity  of  its  being  accepted. 
That  it  is  in  direct  hostility  with  the  principles 
of  our  Revolution  we  all  agree ;  sentiments  differ- 
ent in  the  extreme  at  that  period  seized  the  Ame- 
rican mind,  and  the  voice  of  true  liberty  was  heard 
throughout  the  colonies. 

The  most  pathetic  appeals  were  made  on  the 
subiect,  not  onlv  to  the  pleople  of  this  country,  but 
to  toe  people  ot  England  and  Ireland,  to  the  Ca- 
nadians, and  to  some  of  the  islands. 


* 

The  contest  for  liberty  was  UoodT  and  expes- 
sive,  and  after  it  terminated  in  the  achieTement  d 
our  independence,  and  when  the  representatives  <rf 
the  people  assembled  to  make  acoosdtution,  amo^ 
the  first  difilculties  that  were  presented  to  them 
was  this  unfortunate  practice  ot  stavcry^.    Ii  ins 
pregnant  with  every  species  of  embanassmcnt: 
they  had  fought  for  liberty,  but  were  obliged  lo 
countenance  within  the  borders  of  their  own  coun- 
try a  state  of  bondage ;  for  themselres  they  oobM 
not  bear  political  restraint,  yet  their  sitnatton  bad 
been  a  paradise  compared  to  the  condition  oi  tkis 
miserable  race.    A  large  porticm  of  the  people  as 
that  critical  moment  were  eonstiained  to  yield  to 
certain  principles  contained  in  the  ConsnotiaB, 
as  a  federal  alliance  was  considered  as  the  ooIy 
political  event  that  eooid  effectually  contriaie  to 
the  tranquillity  and  future  greatness  of  the  Uaiied 
StateS)  as  a  nation ;  a  compromise  was  happiliy 
effected,  and  to  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  muf 
blessings  which  we  have  eajojed ;  bat,  to  these 
compromises  the  inhabitants  ot  Misaoon  laosx  be 
considered  as  perfect  strangers. 

Could  the  present  question  m  any  shape  hive 
*been  proposed  to  the  Convention,  I  appcaJ  to  tbe 
candor  of  the  Committee,  if,  in  their  opinion,  it 
would  have  been  sustained  for  a  moment  by  tb« 
patriots  of  that  early  day  ?  Slarery  in  the  old 
States  could  not  be  extinguished,  bat  as  to  Sntes 
that  were  to  grow  up  out  of  the  Constitntioa,  ft 
never  was  intended  that  they  should  be  incoDsist- 
ent  with  the  solemn  professions  made  to  the  irorld. 
The  sentiments  of  the  nation  on  this  sabject  were 
fairlv  evinced  by  the  disposition  of  the  territory 
nortnwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and  shall  it  now  be  made 
a  serious  question  whether  we  will  deliberatriy 
extend  the  practice  of  slavery  to  this  boundless 
region,  and  deny  the  blessinc's  of  liberty  to  mil- 
lions unborn,  wnen  we  are  leA  at  liberty  to  act 
according  to  our  own  wishes,  and  when  there  is 
no  plea  of  necessity  for  an  excuse?  I  ardently 
hope  that  a  difierent  result  will  be  the  effect  of  c^ 
deliberations. 

If  we  reflect  on  the  subject,  I  think  we  mast  be 
convinced  that  the  extension  of  slavery  will  pro- 
duce an  augmentation  instead  of  a  dimtnutioa  of 
the  slave  population,  and  that  this  large  Western 
market  will  incite  temptations  to  evade  the  ooo- 
importation  laws,  to  me  appears  manifest. 

As  relates  to  the  population,  I  bee  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  Uie  sentimeats 
of  Malthus,  a  celebrated  writer :  '^  Population  has 
'  a  constant  tendency  to  increase  beyond  the  means 
of  subsistence;  whatever  these  may  be,  Africa 
has  been,  at  all  times,  the  principal  mart  of 
slaves ;  tne  drains  of  its  population,  in  this  way, 
have  been  sreat  and  constant,  particolarly  since 
their  introduction  into  the  European  Monies; 
but.  ^rhaps,  as  Dr.  Franklin  obsvves,  it  wcMild 
be  aimcult  to  find  the  gap  that  has  been  madebr 
a  hundred  years'  exportation  of  negroes,  whio 
has  blackened  half.  America ;  for,  notwithstaod- 
ing  the  constant  emigration,  the  loss  of  numhos 
from  incessant  war,  and  the  checks  to  incnsse 
from  vice  and  other  causes,  it  ajqwars  that  die 
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^  population  is   continually  pasting  beyond  the 
*  means  of  subsistence." 

Will  the  extension  of  slavery  to  Missouri  ac- 
celerate the  extinguishment  of  slavery  in  the  old 
States  in  the  slightest  degree?  If  not,  why  should 
we  make  Missouri  a  slaveholding  State?  A«  the 
climate  imposes  no  necessity^  wherein  does  any 
excuse  exist  1  The  slaves  are  not  confined  in  nar- 
row limits ;  they  have  the  ran^e  of  ten  or  eleven 
States,  composing  an  extent  of  country  sufficient 
for  an  empire.  Can  there  be  any  humanity  or 
good  policy  in  drivins  the  aborigines  of  this  coun- 
try still  farther,  to  make  room  not  only  for  a  white, 
but  a  black  population,  when  there  are  millions  of 
acres  uncultivated  nearer  the  centre  of  the  Union  ?' 
And  why  should  we  entail  this  political  poison  on 
the  people  of  Missouri?  In  answer  to  this,  it  is 
said  they  wish  it.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Southern  States  were,  at 
an  early  period,  actuated  by  the  same  motives,  but 
their  posterity  consider  it  now  as  a  melancholy- 
misfortune. 

As  slavery  exists,  it  is  asked  where  is  the  differ- 
ence whether  they  live  in  one  part  of  the  country 
or  another  ?  If  no  slavery  existed  in  this  country, 
a  similar  question  might  faie  put :  it  might  be  asked, 
as  slavery  exists  in  any  part  of  the  world,  why 
might  they  not  be  brought  into  this  country — will 
the  change  affect  their  happiness  ?  Yet,  m  such 
cases,  it  is  highly  material,  and  one  reason  is,  that 
Missouri  will  be  a  new  sovereignty,  and  slavery 
ought  to  be  extinguished  in  the  limits  of  every 
sovereignty,  if  it  can  be  effected  without  danger- 
ous consequences.  Its  existence  will  interest  the 
State  in  the  perpetuation  of  slavery. 

It  is  represented  as  a  violation  of  every  principle 
of  justice  to  prevent  slaveholders  from  carrying 
their  slaves  with  them  to  this  State,  if  they  should 
be  inclined  to  remove  into  it,  as  the  country  was 
purchased  by  the  general  fund.  With  equal  pro- 
priety the  same  argument  could  have  been  employ- 
ed in  relation  to  the  States  formed  out  of  the 
Northwest  Territory,  as  that  was  likewise  a  com- 
mon fund ;  but  has  any  serious  inconvenience  been 
experienced  heretofore  in  this  respect  ?  None  has 
been  publicly  made  known.  Gentlemen,  more- 
over, say  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  oblige  those 
who  should  be  desirous  to  settle  in  this  State,  to 
part  with  such  slaves  a3  had  gained  their  affections, 
such  as  their  favorite  nurses  and  the  playmates  of 
their  chil<lren.  The  number  of  this  description 
would  be  few,and  it  did  not  occur  to  gentlemen  that 
this  would  be  a  happy  opportunity  to  give  the  best 
evidence  of  their  attachment,  by  manumitting  these 
favorites  and  taking  them  along  as  free  persons : 
this  would  afford  them  comfort  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  and  the  generous  act  would  amply 
reward  the  master. 

It  has  been  intimate  that  this  has  become  a 
question  of  high  excitement  and  passion,  and  that 
we  are  carried  away  in  the  tide  of  popularity. 
Let  it  be  recollected  that,  if  the  measure  or  restric- 
tion is  popular  in  .the  North,  the  doctrine  of  non- 
restriction  is  equally  popular  in  the  South,  and 
the  result  will  show  whether  they  will  leave  the 
Southern  ranks  and  entitle  thtoiselves  to  the  praise 


of  the  North  for  their  firmness  and  independence. 
I  have  heard  it  said  (but  I  am  not  certain  that 
it  was  in  the  House)  that  slaves  are  as  happy  as 
the  lower  class  of  white  people.  If  this  is  correct, 
it  must  be  in  consequence  of  the  degradation  to 
which  they  are  reduced ;  their  faculties  are  not 
allowed  that .  expansion  which  nature  intended ; 
thev  are  kept  in  darkness,  and  are  unacquainted 
witn  their  true  situation,  as  well  in  regard  to  their 
present  state  as  to  their  future  existence.  Slavery 
m  the  abstract  strikes  the  heart  with  abhorrence : 
this  life  can  have  no  charms  if  it  is  not  sweetened 
with  liberty:  and  if  a  slave  has  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  his  own  condition,  nothing  can  ap- 
pear before  him  but  sadness,  from  the  dawn  of  the 
morning  to  the  close  of  the  evening. 

Independently  of  any  considerations  of  humani- 
ty, many  of  a  political  character  exist.  The  bal- 
ance of  power  between  the  original  States  will  be 
disturbed;  as^  according  to  Uie  mode  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  slaves 
has  as  much  influence  in  the  representation  as 
sixty-one  freemen ;  and  as  direct  taxation  is  but 
seldi^m  resorted  to,  it  is  by  no  means  an  equiva- 
lent. This  may  often  eive  a  minority  of  the  free- 
men a  control  over  the  politics  of  the  country. 
This  unquestionably  is  a  hard  bargain,  but  it  is 
one  that  has  not  been  made  with  the  inhabitants 
of  Missouri. 

Another  reason  has  great  weight  with  me,  and 
that  is,  the  preference  that  ouaht  to  be  ^iven  to  a 
white  population  over  a  black  population,  as  it 
reeards  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 
Slaves  have  no  ambition ;  they  can  never  become 
expert  as  soldiers,  sailors,  or  artificers :  in  time  of 
war,  the  country  would  be  weakened  by  them ; 
instead  of  aiding  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
they  must  be  watched  at  home.  In  time  of  peace, 
slavery  has  a  pernicious  tendency  on  the  industry 
of  wmte  people ;  a  population  ol  industrious  free- 
men can  never  be  expected  to  exist,  if  they  are 
to  be  mixed  with  slaves ;  they  will  become  idl& 
and  the  existence  of  slavery  in  that  country  will 
prevent  many  from  settling  in  it. 

The  wilderness  would  te  much  sooner  convert- 
ed into  cultivated  farms  by  a  hardy  race  of  free- 
men, the  owners  of  the  soil,  and  interested  in  the 
advancement  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Many  suggestions  have  been  made  in  relation  to 
a  compromise.  But^if  we  reflect  a  moment,  it  will 
be  easuy  perceived  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  compromise  a  question  of  this 
character.  A  compromise  usually  has  for  its  basis 
mutual  concessions,  which  are  equally  obligatory ; 
but,  if  we  should  pass  a  law  excluding  slavery  from 
the  remaining  territory,  where  would  h^  the  secur- 
ity that  another  Congress  would  not  repeal  it  ?  It 
will  be  but  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  and, 
whenever  there  shall  be  an  application  for  a  new 
State,  we  shall  be  met  with  the  same  Constitu- 
tional objections  that  now  exist.*  It  is,  in  fact, 
yielding  all  for  which  we  have  been  contending, 
and  if  we  once  give  up  the  ship,  slavery  will  be 
tolerated  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  we  can  never 
after  remove  it. 

It  is  true  that  a  compromise  was  made  on  the 
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9ulrjeot  of  slarery  at  tike  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
faot  it  was  one  of  an  oblif^atory  nature,  and  it  aiose 
out  of  cireumstances  that  could  not  be  controlled. 
The  Constitution  was  necessary  to  save  us  from 
domestic  discord  and  foreign  ambition ;  we  were 
then  in  our  infancy ;  but  now  our  national  strength 
bids  defiance  to  any  nation,  where,  I  ask,  is  the 
necessity,  of  deceiying  ourselyes  or  our  constituents 
by  this  mere  pretence  of  a  compromise? 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  tell  us  that,  if 
the  restriction  is  carried,  the  Union  will  be  dis- 
solved. Missouri  alone,  notwithstanding  her  hiffh 
displeasure,  could  make  but  a  feeble  e&rt  in  this 
respect,  and  will  the  respectable,  patriotic,  and 
hi^-minded  State  of  Vir^nia,  be  disposed  to 
break  up  the  Union  on  this  occasion—- -Virginia 
that  has  enjoyed  the  highest  honors  of  the  nation, 
both  in  war  and  in  peace  1  Will  the  other  siavehold- 
ineStates  join  in  the  contest  ?  What  is  there  to  jus- 
tify such  a  calamitous  event  ?  Wherein  are  we 
betraying  our  country  ?  Do  we  not  stand  on  the 
^ound  of  our  ancestors  ?  Are  we  not  maintain- 
mff  the  same  principles  that  animated  their  hearts 
when,  like  a  band  of  patriotic  lurothers,  they  unan- 
imously excluded  slavery  from  the  Northwestern 
Territory  ?  I  have  no  wish  to  say  that  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  only  mean  to  intimidate  us — 
that  would  be  imkind — ^but  I  beg  leave  to  differ 
with  them  on  this  subject.  I  have  a  more  exalted 
opinion  of  the  patriotism  of  the  South ;  they  will 
never  cause  American  blood  to  be  spilt,  unless  for 
reasons  that  would  iualify  them  in  tlie  eyes  of  the 
world ;  and,  in  the  lauffuage  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  "the 
Almighty  haa  no  attribute  that  would  side  with 
them  in  such  a  cause  as  this  would  be."  Has  it 
cpme>to  this,  that  the  extension  of  slavery  is  to  be 
copsidered  as  one  of  the  pillars  of  our  liberty? 
This,  indeed,  would  be  a  political  pMndox. 

Finally,  it  is  contended  that  the  restriction  will 
interfere  with  private  property,  when  it  only  says 
thM  children  nereafter  to  be  bom  shall  be  free. 
The  evil  is  permitted  to  remain  in  part  of  the  Uni- 
OA-  ibr  the  most  cogent  reasons;  boC  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  old  States  the  power  of  Congress  is 
competent  to  arrest  its  farther  nroffress.  The 
rights  of  this  unfortunate  people  only  sleep.  They 
never  di^  and  ages  and  a^es  may  pass  away,  and 
the  natural  rights  of  posterity  remain  as  pofect 
as-  those  of  tb^r  ancestors  when  first  «islaved. 
Gan  you  have  deeds  in  your  trunks  to  secure  the 
bonda^  of  the  unborn  ?  It  is  impossible ;  the  na- 
tural rights  of  man  forbid  it ;  when  he  is  held  in 
bondage,  it  is  upon  other  principles,  which  I  have 
eSifrfained.  This  will  not  be  the  first  examf^e ;  a 
law  was  passed  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1780,  on  sim- 
ilar principles,  by  which  children  born  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  were  to  be  free  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight,  the  constitutionality  of  this  law- 
ncver  was  questioned ;  and  they  could  be  set  free 
at  twenty-eiffht,  for  the  same  reason  they  could  be 
declared  to  be  free  at  the  moment  of  their  birth ; 
and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  Pennsylvania  took  the 
lead  in  this  gplorious  cause ;  and  her  citizens  have 
remained  faithful  and  ardent  advocates  for  the 
.gradual  emancipation  of  the  African  race  frcmi 
that  day  to  this. 


I  here  close  my  remaifa,  only  obsciviag  that! 
consider  the  present  question  as  one  of  the  highcs 
character,  as  it  regards  the  honor  and  fnture  pnis- 
perity  of  this  country ;  and  as  its  djaeiiasson  cobb 
fairly  within  the  paJe  of  the  Constkutioii,  if  tk 
debate  is  carried  on  with  candor  and  decotan. 
I  do  not  see  why  it  should  eiurite  UBplensant  fieri- 
ings. 


Monday,  February  7. 

Mr.  SiLsaEB  p^eseq^tcd  a  petition  of  snndry  o- 
habitants  of  Gloucester,  in  the  State  of  MasadiB- 
setts,  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  stating  tlai  i^ 
conceive  themselves  to  be  exempted  fsaok  niiiQa 
duty,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  tne  act  of  tip  Sth 
of  May,  179S;  but  that,  by  a  mistakea  orifiikzil 
construction  of  said  act  by  the  wiilitF*  officcn, 
thev  are  compelled  to  pe^orm  dutj  as  »wiirtia— *^ 
and  praying  taat  Congress  will  more  dcariy  define 
who  are  mariners,  according  to  the  intent  aid 
meaning  of  said  act :  which  petition  was  lefaoed 
to  the  Committee  on  Afilitary  Afiain. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Wiliisa 
Callender,  of  Boston,  stating  that,  after  ^a  {ne- 
tice  of  forty  years,  more  or  less,  espeetallj  within 
the  last  .seven  years,  he  has  maide  soch  imptoff- 
meats  in  the  art  of  gunnery,  as  never  Ixfore  ca- 
tered into  the  mind  of  any  man,  other  in  Bmope 
or  America;"  that,  by  his  said  inTeation,  keesn 
cast  an  arrow  from  a  cannon,  at  a  oonsideRfale 
distance,  into  the  rigging  of  an  enemy's  veeel,  and 
envelope  her  in  flames;  and  'Spraying Congress 
to  grant  him  all  the  &voi8  he  may  liave  leqae^icd, 
and  as  many  more  as  he  may  be  thongfat  catitkd 
to,  as  a  compensatioa  for  so  muck  time  mat  for 
the  good  of  Lis  country ."«-^Laid  on  the  ta&e. 

JV&.  CnoivXLL  presented  a  petition  of  aandry 
merchants^  and  otner  inhabitants,  of  the  town  <^ 
KaltdLeyi  m  the  State  of  Alabama,  pof^H  ^^ 
the  said  town  may  be  established  as  a  port  of  en- 
try aad  delivery;  which  was  refened  totheComr 
mittee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  CAMPaau^  from  the  Coawuttee  oa  Printe 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  committed  tbe  btU 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cars,  and  others,  tsgctker 
with  the  petition  of  said  Caxr,  and  others,  aads  a 
detailed  report,  recommending  the  rejeetiuiof  tke 
said  bill ;  which  report  and  biU  were  eoaamitted 
to  a  Committee  of  me  Whole  to«ionow. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Masae,  that  tbe 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resohiiioa 
subimtted  by  him  on  the  5th  instant,  in  reiaiKn  to 
slavery  within  the  United  States*  And  the  qtte»- 
tion  being  taken  thereoUitit  was  deierauned  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Gommittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  hill  «rMiking  ap> 
wopriations  for  the  aunport  of  the  Navy  el  & 
United  States,  during  the  year  18S0;  which  nas 
read  twice,  and  eomaulted  to  a  Comnaitlee  of  tk 
Whole  to  monow^ 

Mr.  NaLeoxc,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  adoptiot 
of  the  following  resolution;  and  suhaiitied  a  W 
remarks  on  the  deep  importance  of  tl»e  qncMi 
now  under  consideration  in  the  Houses  aadi  ^ 
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great  aoxiet^  of  the  ]Mq>le  to  know  the  rceolt  of 
Uie  deliberations  on  that  question,  &c.,  to  enforce 
the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  proposition  whieh 
he  <mered)  and  which  was  as  follows: 

Resohed,  That  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House  of  ReprssentaUves,  direeting  the  method  and 
ovdor  of  traasacting  bnsinass^  be  suspended,  and  that, 
until  the  passage  or  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  admis* 
noo  of  M  isaonri  as  a  Btete  into  the  Union,  Ihis  Honse 
will  proceed  to  transect  no  olher  business,  bot  will 
daily,  aa  soon  as  a  quorum  assembles,  enter  upon  the 
considerslion  of  that  subject,  snd  will  not  suffer  its  de- 
liberations to  be  interrupted  by  the  examination  4>f 
any  other  question  whatever. 

The  questioii  was  put,  whether  the  House  would 
now  consider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  determined 
in  the  negatire — aves  72,  noes  79. 

On  motion  of  Afr.  Flotd,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  gpranting  farther  time  to  James 
Charlton,  jr., .  to  discharge  a  judgment  obtained 
a^nst  mm,  in  favor  of  the  Unit^  States,  in  the 
district  court  of  Virginia,  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountain^  at  Wythe  courthouse,  and  allowing  him 
such  credits  as  he  may  appear  to  be  entitled  to. 

The  Speakcr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  return- 
ing the  petition  and  documents  of  Joseph  Whea- 
ton,  referred  to  him  hy  an  order  of  this  House  of 
the  28th  ultimo,  with  directiooa  to  report  thereon ; 
which  r^rt  he  declines  to  maloe,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  said  letter.    Laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate.inlboned  the  HoBse 
that  they  hare  pasaed  hills  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wil :  ^*AiL  act  to  continue  in  foece  the  act  passed 
on  the  30th  day  of  April,  1618,  entitled  'An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regu- 
late the  coUection  of  duties  on  -  imports  and  Uxor 
nagc,'  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799 ;"  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Baamon ;"  and  "An 
act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  George  Wash- 
ington ;" '  in  which  hilb  they  ask  the  concurrence 
orthi^Honae. 

Mr.  GooK  offered  the  foUowmg  resolution : 

Resobfedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  «vhether  the  salary  of  any  of  the 
judges  of  the  district  oourts  of  the  United  States  ought 
to  be  increased,  and  if  so,  in  what  districts  such  in- 
crease shall  be  made* 

Mr.  C.  offered  a  few  remarks  to  show  that  there 
was  not  an  eatable  distribution  of  compensation 
amongst  the  officers  of  the  GK)yemm^t ;  that  some 
classes  were  rewarded  above  their  merits,  while 
others  received  too  little  for  their  services,  and  that 
the  subject  at  least  demanded  an  investigation,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^eeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  lost  by  a  large  majonty. 

Mr.  Merger  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Buohtd,  That,  until  the  decision  of  the  question 
now  depending  in  this  House,  relative  to  the  admis- 
sioA  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  the  House 
will  not  adjourn  any  day  before  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

Mr*  MnacBR  remarked  that  he  had  been  himself 


in  favor  cf  a  later  hour,  but  he  had  proposed  four, 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  friends.  He  urged 
the  propriety  of  greater  diligence  in  bringing  the 
diaeussion  of  the  question  concerning  Missouri  to 
a  close. 

Mr.  LivBRHORB  was  opposed  to  the  resolution 
as  unnecessary.  The  House  was  at  liberty  to  ad- 
journ when  it  pleased,  and  could  sit  as  late  as  it 
pleased,  without  tying  itself  by  a  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLMBS  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  be  postponed  till  six  o'clock 
this  evening  5  bur  the  Chair  deciding  that  as  the 
resolution  went  to  affect  the  standing  rule  and  or- 
ders of  the  House,  it  must  lie  on  the  table  one  day 
of  course,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

Mr.  PiNDALL  moved  to  change  the  daily  hour  of 
meeting  from  eleven  o'clock  to  ten  in  the  morning ; 
on  which  motion  the  House  divided,  and  negatived 
it  by  a  large  majority. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Balowin  in  the  chair,)  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Missouri  bill,  the  restrictive  amend- 
ment being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hempbill,  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed  and 
concluded  the  speech  which  he  commenced  on 
Saturday,  in  favor  of  the  restriction.  His  speech 
is  given  entire  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  foUows : 

Mr.  Chairman — ^If  it  were  not  fbr  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  i  shall  be  placed,  in  regard  to 
some  respectable  opinions  prevailing  in  the  Stale 
from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  come,  by  the  vote 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  'upon  the  present 
occasion,  I  should  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the 
Committee.  If  the  eloquence  and  ability  which 
have  been  already  employed  in  this  debate  have 
not  produced  any  change  of  opmioa,  I  have  not 
the  presumption  to  suppose  that  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  vary  the  result ;  but,  if  it  is  not  for  me  to 
disturb  the  opinions  of  others,  I  may  afford  a  jus- 
tiffeation  of  my  own,  and  furnish  to  those  who 
may  hereafter  feel  any  interest  in  the  course  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  pursue,  an  exposition  of  the  motives 
by  which  I  am  governed. 

I  concur  with  the  honorable  n^over  of  the  amend- 
ment, that  it  presents  an  act  of  bo  ordinary  legis- 
lation ;  and  I  am  very  sure  he  cannot  easily  ove- 
rate its  importance^-an  im]wrtance  derived  not 
more  from  the  intrinsic  magnitude  of  the  question, 
in  all  its  relations,  than  the  excitement  and  tumult 
to  which  it  has  given  rise  in  every  part  of  the  Re- 
public. I  do  not  believe  that  any  subject  has  ever 
arisen  in  this  country,  since  the  formation  of  the 
Qovernment,  which  has  produced  a  more  general 
agitation,  or  in  regard  to  which  greater  pains  have 
been  taken  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  and  control 
the  deliberations  of  the  national  councils.  The 
dazzling  reward  of  popular  favor,  invested  with 
all  its  fascinations,  has  been  held  up  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  apiNilling  spectre  of  public  denun- 
ciation, with  all  its  fnghtfulnees,  on  the  other. 
The  sincere  and  humane,  actuated,  I  am  sure  by 
the  best  and  purest  motives ;  the  aspiring  dema- 
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goffne  and  ambitioas  polidcian ;  those  who  wish 
web  to  their  country ;  and  those  who  seek  power 
in  the  troubled  a^  of  popular  commotion ;  hare 
promiscuously  united  in  these  public  agitations, 
until  the  press  has  teemed,  and  our  tables  groaned, 
with  a  mass  of  pamphlets  and  memorials  beyond 
example. 

The  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  oart,  to 
represent,  has  been  the  theatre  of  a  full  snare  of 
thu  agitation;  and  the  honorable  Legislature  of 
that  respectable  State  has  been  pleased,  recently, 
to  take  up  the  subject,  and  have  unanimously  re- 
solved that,  in  their  opinion,  Conipess  have  the 
Constitutional  power,  and  ought  to  impose  this  re- 
striction upon  the  new  States. 

Entertaming  the  respect  I  do  for  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  of  my  own  State,  and  the  character 
of  their  Legislature,  I  cannot  find  my  ojiinion  in 
opposition  to  theirs  without  the  most  unfeigned  re- 
gret. For,  although  I  do  not  concede  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  a  State  the  right  of  instructing  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  Congress,  or  of  em- 
ploying its  official  character  to  influence  their  con- 
duct, or  to  afiect  their  responsibility,  yet,  viewing 
their  acts,  in  this  respect,  as  the  opinions  of  the 
individual  members  merelv,  I  cannot  regard  them 
with  indifference,  selected,  as  they  undoubtedly 
should  be,  from  their  fellow-citizens,  as  distin- 
guished for  some  portion  both  of  virtue  and  intel- 
hgenoe. 

I  am  free  to  admltj  that,  in  subjects  of  general 
policy  merely,  the  will  of  the  people,  when  fully 
and  fairly  ascertained,  is  always  entitled  to  great 
weight ;  and,  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present, 
if  I  were  iufluenced  by  motives  of  expediency 
only,  I  should  be  much  disposed  to  yield  my  im- 
pressions to  that  will«  But,  in  Constitutional  ques> 
tions,  the  representative  is,  or  ought  to  be,  gov- 
erned bv  hieher  considerations ;  and  he  would  be 
unworthy  of  his  trust  who  could  be  regardless  of 
them.  He  is  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution, 
and  he  takes  his  seat  in  this  House,  to  legislate  for 
the  nation,  under  the  provisions  of  that  instrument. 
His  own  integrity,  and  the  safety  of  our  common 
institutions,  depend  upon  bis  strict  personal  ac- 
oountabilitjr ;  his  own  opinions^  formea  by  the  best 
lights  of  his  own  impartial  judgment,  must  be 
his  ffuide,and  he  cannot  adopt  those  of  otners,  when 
conflicting  with  his  own,  without  a  surrender  of 
his  conscience.  In  such  cases,  popular  feelings 
and  legislative  recommendation  can  nave  no  great- 
er influence  than  to  weaken  one's  confidence  in 
his  own  impressions,  and  to  dictate  a  re-investiga- 
tion of  the  subject,  to  see  if  conclusions  may  not 
have  been  drawn  from  false  premises,  or  views 
overlooked,  which,  if  they^  had  been  adverted  to, 
would  have  led  to  a  ditferent  result.  I  have  al- 
lowed the  recommendation  of  the  Legislature  of 
Delaware  to  have  such  an  effect  in  this  instance. 
I  have  deliberately  reviewed  and  reconsidered  this 
important  subject,  divested,  I  am  sure,  of  any  im- 
proper feelinffs,  and  prompted  by  every  allurement 
of  popular  favor^  to  reach  a  conclusion  in  con- 
formity with  their  views ;  but,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
after  this  re-investiffation,  pursued  with  great  labor, 
and  a  full  sense  of  my  responsibility,  that  I  be^ 


lieve,  in  my  conscience,  that  Congress  does  na 
possess  the  power  to  impose  the  contemplated  n- 
striction.    In  this  belief,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  and 
resting  upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
my  duty  to  a  power  higher  than  any  legislature,  I 
must  r^^t  the  difference  of  opinion,  and  be  con- 
tented with  an  upright  discharge  of  my  pofahe 
trust.  I  will  take  leave  to  say,  sir,  in  the  langnage 
of  an  illustrious  man  on  another  oocasaon,  who  I 
could  desire  to  imitate  in  many  other  respects,  '-I 
<  honor  the  people,  and  remct  the  l^islatore;  bot 
'  there  are  many  things  in  the  favor  oreither,  wkkh 
'  are  objects,  in  my  accotmt,  not  worth  ainhidfln. 
^  I  wish  popularity,  but  it  is  that  popularity  whidi 
^  follows,  not  that  which  is  ran  atter.     It  is  thu 
'  popularity  which,  sooner,  or  later,  neTcr  6ib  id 
'  do  justice  to  the  pursuit  of  noble  eods,  by  noUe 
^  means.    I  shall  not,  therefore,  on  this  oecisioD, 
'  do  what  my  conscience  tells  me  is  wrong,  to  eoen 
'  the  applause  of  thousands ;  nor  shall  I  aroid  dcnag 
^  what  I  deem  to  be  right,  to  avert  the  artillery  of 
^  the  press." 

1  shall  not,  in  this  place,  sir,  imitate  the  *»^r»m|J» 
of  other  sentlemen,  by  making  profesaioBs  of  mj 
love  of  fiberty,  and  abhorrence  of  slaTery ;  nos 
because  I  do  not  entertain  them,  but  because  I 
consider  that  the  great  principles  of  neither  are  ia- 
volved  in  this  amendment    ft  is  a  coloring,  to  be 
sure«  of  which  the  subject  is  susceptible,  ana  whidi 
has  oeen  used  in  ffreat  profusion,  but  it  serves  modi 
more  to  inflame  feelings  and  preiudioes  unfncsdly 
to  a  dispassionate  deliberation,  than  to  aid  the  free 
exercise  of  an  unbiassed  judgment. 

This  amendment  does  not  propose,  nor  his  it 
for  its  object,  to  inhibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
from  parts  beyond  the  United  States ;  in  such  a 
scheme  there  is  no  intelligent  man  in  the  Union 
who  would  not  cordially  concur.  Neither  does 
it  propose  to  promote  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
now  in  the  country ;  this  is  admitted  to  be  imprac- 
ticable^ the  wildness  of  enthusiasm  itself  acknow- 
ledges Its  incompetency  for  such  an  undertaking. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  this  species  of  unhappy  be- 
ings are  now  among  us ;  brought  here,  in  part,  by 
events  beyond  our  control,  and,  in  part,  under  the 
authority  of  our  own  Constitution ;  and  it  beboo^es 
us,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration  of  our 
powers,  to  meliorate  their  condition^  and  accom- 
modate the  evil,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicable,  to 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  white  population, 
and  the  stability  or  our  institutions.  It  is  not  pre- 
tended, even  that  the  condition  of  the  unhappy 
slave  himself  would  be  improved  by  the  success  of 
this  amendment :  on  the  contrary,  it  has  been  in- 
sinuated, as  boldly  as  the  sentiment  would  justify, 
that  his  confinement  to  a  narrower  conomass  might 
lead  to  his  extirpation,  by  the  ^duai^  but  sure, 
process  of  harder  labor,  and  scarcity  of  subsistence. 
I  am  free  to  say,  that  the  condition  of  the  slave 
himself  would  be  meliorated  by  his  dispersion ; 
nor  do  I  attach  the  same  importance,  as  some  gen- 
tlemen appear  to  do,  to  the  danger  of  encouraf- 
ing  an  illicit  importation  from  abroad  by  pemut- 
tmg  a  market  west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  is  u 
argument  founded  on  the  futility  of  I^al  restnist, 
the  worst  possible  species  of  argument  by  whacba 
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legislature  could  be  influenced.  It  would  prore 
the  inutility  of  e^eiy  act  of  legislation,  or  might 
be  used  to  justify  every  species  of  usurpation.  It 
would  equally  demonstrate  the  futility  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  itself;  for^  if  gentlemen  cannot 
liope  to  exterminate  the  foreign  slave  trade,  by  all 
the  precautions  legitimately  in  their  power,  found- 
ed in  an  unanimity  of  legislation,  strengthened  by 
the  powerful  force  of  public  sentiment,  and  the 
abominable  nature  of  the  traffic  itsdf,  what  great- 
er reliance  can  they  place  upon  this  restriction, 
foisted  into  the  Constitution  of  a  free  people  against 
their  consent,  on  which  account,  alone,  it  would 
be  an  obji^t  of  hatred  and  contempt,  and  the  vi- 
olation be  winked  at  by  a  great  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple, if  not  by  their  public  authorities? 

Sir,  this  amendment  does  not  even*  propose  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  slaveir  into  ^ussouri 
tor  the  first  time;  it  has  already  taxen  root  there; 
we  found  it  there  when  we  acquired  the  territory, 
and  it  has  grown  and  extended  under  the  sanction 
of  our  own  laws ;  but  the  whole  force  and  efiect 
of  the  amendment  is,  to  take  from  the  people  of 
Missouri  the  right  to  dechle,  for  themselves,  whether 
they  will  permit  persons  removing  thither,  from 
other  States  in  which  slaTery  is  tolerated,  to  take 
their  slaves  with  them.  This  object  would  not  be 
tindesirable,  if  it  could  be  accomplished  by  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Ck>ngress ;  but  we  have  no 
riffht  to  do  it  by  an  assumption  of  power  in  our- 
sdves,  or  by  an  unauthorized  use  oi  the  power  of 
others. 

Mr.  Chairman^  the  great  question  involved  in 
this  amendment  is  neitner  more  nor  less  than  this: 
whether  Congress  can  interfere  wiih  the  people  of 
Missouri,  in  the  formation  of  their  constitution,  to 
compel  them  to  introduce  into  it  any  provision, 
toucking  their  municipal  rij^rhts,  against  their  con- 
sent, and  to  give  up  their  right  to  change  it,  what- 
ever may  be  their  future  condition,  or  that  of  their 
posterity?  Every  thing  beyond  this  is  merely  the 
imposing  g^rb  in  which  the  power  comes  recom- 
mended to  us.  It  is  certainlv  true,  that  an  attempt 
to  take  from  this  people  the  right  of  deciding 
whether  they  will  or  will  not  tolerate  slavery 
among  th%m,  is  less  objectionable  because  of  its 
end,  than  it  would  be  if  it  interfered  with  some 
other  local  relation  or  right  of  property ;  but  the 
power  to  do  this  implies  a  power  of  much  greater 
expansion.  Congress  has  no  greater  power  over 
slavery,  or  the  rights  of  the  owner,  in  any  particu- 
lar State,  than  it  has  over  any  other  local  relation 
or  domestic  right;  and,  therefore,  a  power  to  in- 
terfere with  one  must  be  derived  from  a  power  to 
interfere  with  all.  Sir,  it  is  manifest,  from  the 
avowal  of  the  honorable  mover,  that  he  contem- 
plates a  wider  scope  of  power,  and  the  attainment 
of  important  ends,  other  than  those  which  lie  upon 
the  surface  of  this  amendment.  The  gentleman 
seemed  not  to  limit  his  view  to  the  municipal  ef- 
fect of  this  power ;  in  his  eVe  it  was  to  have  an 
indirect  operation  upon  the  Federal  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  since  his  chier  objection  am- 
peared  to  be  to  the  enumeration  of  slaves  in  the 
ratio  of  Congressional  representation.  Sir,  I  think 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  show  that  tiie  gentle- 


man's fears,  on  this  score,  are  gi'oundtess;  but  they 
serve  to  prove,  nevertheless,  that  this  is  neither 
wholly  a  question  of  slavery,  nor  a  power  limited 
to  this  single  object,  but  that  it  is  only  one,  select- 
ed from  an  immense  mass  of  power,  authorizing 
Congress  to  control  the  rights  of  a  free  people  in 
the  formation  of  their  State  constitution ;  and,  in 
this  way,  to  enlarge  the  operation,  if  not  the  na- 
ture, of  the  political  power  of  the  General  Grov- 
emment. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  place  the  real  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  upon  what  I  conceive 
to  be  its  true  grounds,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  their 
attention  to  a  closer  examination  of  this  subject. 

Bjr  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
provided  that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  This  is  a  power  to 
"  admit"  a  "  State ;"  it  is  no  power  to  form  or 
create  a  State ;  it  presupposes  tne  right  to  form  a 
State  to  reside  elsewhere;  and,  as  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  more  particularly  hereafter,  that  right  re- 
sides in  the  people,  and  this  clause  invests  Con- 
gress with  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  it.  It  is  also  a  power  to  "  admit"  a  "  State ;"  it 
is  not  to  admit  a  Territory,  or  any  thing  less  than 
a  State;  and  it  is  a  power  to  "admit"  a  "State 
into  this  Uniot."  The  Union,  as  I  shall  presently 
show,  is  nothing  more  than  a  compact  between 
the  States  who  compose  it  and  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  if  any  member  of  it  is  admitted  upon 
the  principles  of  a  different  compact,  or  with  fewer 
or  greater  privileges,  the  Union,  in  that  respect, 
would  be  changed. 

Such  a  limitation  is  no  disparagement  upon  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  in  ordinary  cases  Would 
be  sufficient  for  every  useful  purpose.  The  power 
in  itself  is,  ordinarily,  discretionary,  and,  m  the 
exercise  of  this  discretion,  where  it  existed,  the 
power  would  be  competent  to  attain  all  ends  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  a  republican  Govern- 
ment. In  every  case  where  the  discretion  existed, 
the  people  composing  the  State  or  community  ap- 
plying lor  admission,  would  form  their  constitution 
according  to  their  own  views  of  their  welfare  and 
happiness,  present  it  for  the  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, and  solicit  admission ;  the  power  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  Congress,  in  such  a  tsase,  would  be  to 
"  admit"  or  reject ;  in  the  exercise  of  this  discre- 
tion, it  would  be  their  duty  to  consider  the  nature 
of  the  constitution,  its  influence  upon  the  habits 
and  character  of  the  people  who  were  to  be  gov- 
erned by  it,  and,  also,  its  conformity  with  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  ifvell  as  the  effect  ot  a  new  State  upon  the  in- 
terests and  conditions  of  the  Union  generally.  If, 
after  this  deliberation.  Congress  should  be  willing 
to  exercise  their  power  to  **  admit,"  they  would  of 
course  do  so,  but  they  would  admit  a  "State"  gov- 
erned by  a  constitution  formed  by  the  people,  for 
their  own  government,  in  whom  alone  the  power 
to  form  it  resides  j  and  the  State  so  admitted, 
would  take  her  stauon  with  the  others  composing 
the  Union,  and  then,  and  not  sooner,  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government  would  operate  upon 
her  in  common  with  all  the  others.  If,  on  the 
other  hand.  Congress  should  refuse  to  "  admit,'^ 
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the  people  would  remain  in  their  former  conditioa ; 
if  it  were  a  State  independent  of  the  Union,  it 
would  continue  in  its  government ;  if  a  Territory, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  it  would  remam 
under  a  Territorial  form  of  government  until,  by^ 
a  remodification  of  their  constitution,  or  the  views 
of  different  councils^  they  could  obtain  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  their  admission  into  the  Union. 
But  I  contend  that,  in.  such  case,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  sucn 
people  at  the  time  of  their  admissioii  into  the  Union, 
they  would  have  the  right  under  the  principles  oi 
our  Goveminent  to  change  it,  if  their  happiness 
and  the  condition  of  their  internal  affairs  should  at 
any  time  render  it  necessary. 

U  in  this  instance,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ordiinary 
discretion  of  Congress  existed,  I  should  be  disposed 
to  exercise  it,  and  refuse  to  admit  the  State,  until 
the  constitution  was  formed  according  to  my  views 
of  the  great  interests  of  this  Union ;  thougn  I  am 
free  to  admit,  that  much  is  due  to  the  principles 
of  our  rejvibiican  policy  for  extending  the  bless- 
ings of  self-government  to  all  its  people,  as  soon 
as  their  numbers  will  admit  of  it,  and  of  holding 
as  few  of  our  people  as  possible  in  a  state  of  colo- 
nial dependence.  But,  sir,  I  contend  that,  in  re- 
oard  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  our  discretion  has 
been  surrendered  by  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
Government,  and  by  Congress  itself,  and  that  we 
are  not  now  free  to  exercise  it. 

The  people  of  Missouri  come  herewith  the  Treaty 
of  1803  in  their  hands;  they  demand  admission 
into  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  right — ^they  do  not 
solicit  it  as  a  favor.  If  their  constitution  is  repub- 
lican, and  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  that 
under  which  we  are  acting,  we  have  no  alternative, 
unless  it  is  to  refuse  to  execute  our  own  contract-^ 
to  violate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation.  No  one 
will  undertake,  at  this  day,  to  deny  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  the  riffht  to  acquire  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana.  They  bad  the  right  also  to  acquire 
it  by  contract ;  the  right  of  acquiring  includes  the 
right  of  governing  it ;  and,  in  contracting  for  its 
acauisition,  it  is  competent  to  stijMilate  the  terms 
and  the  principles  by  which  the  ri^ht  of  governing 
it  .should  be  exercised.  If  the  Umted  States  were 
competent  to  make  the  treaty,  the  treaty  was  com- 
petent to  «take  away  the  discretion  of  Congress^ 
Rir  it  is  declared  tq  be  the  "  suprepie  law  of  the 
Und." 

It  must  also  be  conceded  that  the  power  to  ad- 
mit new  States,  is  one  of  the  powers  of  the  Qene- 
ral  Qovernment,  and  I  shall  not  deny  that,  in  its 
ordinary  exercise,  it  belongs  to  Congress^  but  being 
a  power  in  the  General  Government,,  given  up  by 
the  Stt|teS|  its  exercise  may  be  regulated  and  coa- 
troUed  by  the  treaty-making  power ;  which  is  the 
extniordmary  and  supreme  power  of  the  same  Gov- 
ernment. The  powers  of  the  Gkneral  Grovernment 
are  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial ;  and  are, 
ordinarily,  exercised  by  the  respective  departments 
on  which  they  naturally  devolve;  they  may  or 
may  not  be  exerted,  as  circumstances  make  it  proper. 
But  the  treaty -making  power  is  the  extraordinary 
power  which  may  stipulate  with  regai^d  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  any  of  them,  and  its  stipulations  are  bind- 


ing because  they  render  the  exercise  of  tbe  pow« 
necessary.     No  treaty  can  be  onconstituticiiai 
which  stipulates  for  the  performance  of  any  msE- 
ter  which  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  (aeiunl 
Government  to  perform;  a  disti&ctioa  to  whkk 
the  honorable  gentlemen  from  PennsylTaaia  (Mr. 
Hkmpbill)  did  not  advert,  when  he  fioond  it  ae* 
cessary  to  elude  the  obligations  of  the  Treaty  d 
1803,  by  pronouncing  it  unconstitationa].    A  tieaij 
is  only  nnconstitutiooal,  when  it  stionlatcs  for  the 
exercise  of  powers,  or  the  surrender  of  rights,  wkkk 
never  have  been  given  to  the  GeneraiGoTenuniBt, 
but  helon^  to  the  States  and  the  people.    This  is 
the  exposition  which  has  ever  been  given  to  the 
treaty-making  power,  since  the   famous  Bdlish 
treaty.    It  would  be  difficult  to  iHiagine  a  teea^ 
that  did  not  contain  some  stipulations  in  itpti  to 
the  powers  either  of  the  executive  or  icgehtive 
-departments  of  the  Grovemnientr     The  povaW 
reflate  commerce,  with  foreign  nations,  to  appo- 
pruhte  money,  and  ^  nuse  armiesi  beloag  to  Cca- 
gress.    But  the  treaty-making  power  may  Bib 
stipulations  inregi^'d  lo  either, and  for  the  exercise 
of  either,  and  the  Congress  and  the  nation  would 
be  bound  by  them.    Tne  interferenee  of  Coogrea 
might,  in  some  instancies,  be  necessary  to  cany  the 
stipulations  into  efiect;  and  it  would  be  their  doty 
in  good  faith  to  yield  it.    If  they  refused,  the  bs- 
tional  'fiiith  would  be  violated,  but  the  treaty  vould 
not  be  void. '  In  the  very  instance  of  the  LomsJMa 
treaty^  it  was  stipulated,  among  other  thkfs^  to 
pay  915,000,000  as  the  pice  of  the  cession.    This 
amounted  to  a  stipulation  that  Coag^resi  shoold 
appropriate  that  sum  of  money.    Con^iess  caaBfit 
have,  and  ought  net  to  have,  a  more  unlimited  dis> 
cretion,  in  the  exercise, of  any  power,  thmn  in  that 
of  appropriating  money ;  yet  the  treaty  fftiygla^, 
that  Utey  should  exereise  the  power,  and  the  Casf 
gresB  did  exercise  it;  could  not  the  treaty  then 
stipnlate  that  they  should  admit  a  Stale  into  the 
Unioa,  and  if  it  do  so,  are  not  Con^reas  c«|BaUy 
bound  to  execute  it?    Shall  it  be  said,  that  their 
discretion  is  gone  in  the  one  case,  but  exists  in  the 
other  ?    Then,  sur,  h^  the  Treaty  of  1803  stipe- 
lated  that  Congre»  shall  eaceretse  their  power  to 
admit  this  iState,  aa4  have  Congress  sanctkned 
thestipula^on? 

The  third  article  contains  this  provision:  ^  Hie 
^  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  he  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  aiul 


*  ties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  «id  in  the 
'  meantime  shall  be  mainlined  and  pioteeted  in 
^  the  free  ei\)Qymeat  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
<  the  religion,  which  they  profess." 

It  must  be  conceded  that  this  article  wasdesisaed 
to  have  some  meanir^,  and  to  secure  to  the  i^ab- 
itants  some  rights  and  advantages  to  which  they 
could  have  no  claim  without  it.  It  will  not  ds^ 
in  the  interpretation  of  an  important  instiumcii 
of  this  description,  to  say  that  the  only  artich 
which  applies  to  the  innabitants  whose  rig^ 
would  be  affected  by  the  transfer,  is  a  taete  msoer 
of  form,  without  substance  or  design.    Its  own 
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language  clearlf  imports  ita  intention,  to  confer 
"rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,"  of  a  politi- 
cal character,  and  such  as  they  could  not  have 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  -without  this  stipula- 
tion. What  would  have  been  the  ecmdition  of 
these  inhabitants  in  rdstion  to  the  Government  of 
Uie  United  Slates,  if  the  treaty  had  not  contained 
this  provision?  Sir,  the  power  of  the  General 
Government  over  them  and  the  territory,  would 
have  been  supreme ;  it  could  have  kept  them  in  a 
state  of  po'petual  colonial  dependence;  placed 
over  them  any  form  of  tfovemment  whatever, 
and,  if  it  {>leased,  have  scad  them  again  to  any 
foreign  Power.  It  would  have  been  comj^etdy 
discretionary  to  have  '^  mcorporated"  them  into 
the  Union  or  not,  as  it  pleased,  and  to  g[ive  them 
such  riffhtsas  it  thought  proper, and  wfacfn  it  pleased. 
Now  these  are  the  very  powers  this  treaty  meant 
to  tie  up ;  and  when  we  consider  the  objections 
which  the  langnaffe  and  foragn  habits  of  these 
inluibitants  migfat  nave  interposed  to  their  incor- 
poration into  the  Union,  and  mit  the  United  States 
were  bargaining^  more  for  ^e  iree*  navigation  of 
the  Misiftissippi  nver  than  an  accession  of  territoiy 
or  population,  it  became  an  imperious  duty  on 
the  Freneh  Oovemment  to  stipulate,  that  ii  the 
United  States  obtahied  their  object,  they  riiould  be 
compelled  to  extend  the  rights  and  advantages  of 
free  sovemment  to  the  inhabitants. 

Tnejr  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the  VfUan  of 
the  United  States,  and  are  to  be  admitted  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  ^.,  and  "  in  uie  nuoKiitne 
they  are  to  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  property."  This  latter  clause  snows  that 
their  mcorporation  into  the  Union  meant  UQOre 
than  a  Territorial  form  of  government;  they  were 
to  be  under  8uoh  a  government  until  they  ooidd 
be  incoqxyttited  into  the  Union,  and  during  ,that 
time  their  property  was  not  to  be  disturb^  It 
was  only  under  that  form  of  government  that  the 
United  States  could  interfere  with  these  rights. 
Their  power  would  cease  when  it  became  possible 
to  incorporate  them  into  the  Union,  and  admit 
them  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  die  ^vmt^  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  orUie  United 
States ;"  in  virtue  of  which,  they  would  themselves 
be  authorized  to  regulate  tneir  own  prouerty. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairmen^  the  people  or  Missouri 
cannot  be  ineorporated  into  the  Union  but  as  the 
people  of  a  "State,"  exercising  State  govfrniAent. 
it  is  a  Union  of  States,  not  of  people,  much  less 
of  Territories.  A  Toritorial  government  can  fbrm 
no  integral  part  of  a  union  of  Sfttte  governments ; 
neither  iean  the  people  of  a  Territory  enjoy  any 
fedeml  rights,  until  iney  have  formed  a  State  gov- 
ernment, and  obtained  admission  into  the  Union. 
The  most  important  of  the  federal  advantages  and 
immonities  consist  in  the  ri^t  of  being  repre- 
sented in  Congress— 4s  well  tn  the  Senate  as  in 
this  House — ^the  right  of  partieipatinff  in  the  coun- 
cils hy  which  they  are  governed.  These  are  em- 
phatically the  ^rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
ties, of  citizens  of  me  United  States."  The  inhab- 
itant of  a  Territory  merely  has  no  such  rigbt»^* 
he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stites.    He  is  in 


a  state  of  disabilitjr,  as  it  rempects  hb  political  or 
civil  rights.  Can  it  be  calleu  a  '*  right"  to  acouire 
and  h(Hd  property,  and  have  no  voice  bv  which 
its  disposition  is  to  be  reflated  ?  Can  it  be  called 
an  advantage  or  immunity  of  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  subjected  to  a  Government  in 
whose  deliberations  he  has  no  shave  or  agency, 
beyond  the  mere  arbitrary  pleasure  of  the  govern- 
or— to  be  ruled  by  a  power  irresponsible  (to  him, 
at  least)  for  its  conduct  ?  Sir,  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  otthe  United 
Stat^  and  which  are  their  proudest  boast  are 
the  rij^hts  of  sedf-govemment-^st,  in  their  State 
constitutions;  and  secondly,  in  the  (voveraiiiait 
of  the  Union,  in  which  they  have  an  equal  parti- 
cipation. 

It  is  said,  however,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hbmpbill,)  that  &ey 
are  to  be  admitted  according  to  tiie  princHples  af 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  that  as  by  thoae 
principles  it  is  discretionary  in  Congress  to  admit 
or  not,  we  are  at  liberty  to  act  or  not  Surely,  sir, 
this  argument  resembles  too  nearly  a  play  upon 
words  to  be  received  by  a  grave  legislative  tody, 
professing  ^o  execu^  in  good  faith  the  spirit  of  a 
treaty.  Such  a  construction  would  render  the 
treaty  n  mane  nullity.  It  is  plainly  to  say  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  that,  though  we  cannot  d&ij 
.  that  the  treaty  has  stipulated  that  you  shall  be  m- 
micted,  yet  that  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  exedu- 
.dng  the  contract  or  not,  as  we  please.  There  is, 
first,  a  definite  and  distinct  stipulation  ^'  that  the 
inhabitants  shall  be  incoiporated  in  the  Union  of 
the  Utitted  States;"  and  then  follows  the  subse- 

auent  danse  of  the  article,  clearly  ex|4aBatory  of 
tienatureofthe  "incorporation,"  to  wit:  <<aauad- 
'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  {viu- 
<  cipks  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoy- 
^  ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immimi- 
^  ties  of  citazeas  of  the  United  States."  in  this  is 
included  as  positive  an  engagement  that  Congress 
shall  exereise  their  power  to  admit  these  inhabit- 
ants into  the  Union,  as  there  is  in  the  other  articles 
of  the  treaty,  that  Congress  shall  pass  tke  neoessaky 
laws  for  carrying  their  respective  provisions  into 
cifect.  The  words  <<  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution"  ohviously  apply  to  the 
extent  of  the  population,  or  the  obligations  mcurred 
in  virtoeof  the  admission.  This  is  most  manifest 
ftom  the  provision  that  they  shall  be  admittit&d  *^  as 
soon  as  pomihle,"  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitntion.  If  it  had  been  designed  to 
leave  the  matter  discretionary,  it  would  have  been 
useless  to  provide  for  their  admission  ^as  soon 
a»  possible."  If  the  provision  had  been  that  thev 
sihottld  be  admitted  as  soon  as  their  numfoersishafl 
amount  to  forty  thousand,  there  would  have  been 
no  doubt.  T henctual  provision  is  not  less  eoqplicit. 
It  makes  it  obligatory  upon  Congress  to  admit 
them  as  socm  as  they  have  the  power  to  admit 
them  tmder  the  Constitution.  They  have  this 
power  as  soon  as  the  population^  is  sumcientij  nu- 
merous, according  to  the  established  ratio  or  rep- 
resentation, to  entitie  the  State  to  one  Represtnt- 
■ative. 

Sir,  this  clause  is  entirely  in  favor  of  the  rights 
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of  the  inhabitants,  and  restrictive  of  the  powers 
of  Ck)Qgress.  Its  object  was  not  merel]r  to  secure 
their  incorporation  in  the  Union,  which  mifht 
have  been  liable  to  some  embarrassment,  but  also 
to  secure  to  them  that  incorporation,  and  the  free 
enjoyment  of  all  the  riffht%  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  me  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  orinciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Such,  sir,  i  insist,  is  the  true  exposition  of  this 
treaty,  a  treaty  adopted  by  Congress,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  such  exposition,  which  has  been 
uniformly  given  to  it  by  every  act  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  since  its  ratification.  As  I  deem  the  true 
import  of  the  treaty  of  much  importance  in  this 
argument,  I  must  b^  your  permission  to  refer, 
with  some  particularity,  to  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  this  respect 

One  principal  point  of  difference  between  the 
two  great  parties,  by  which  the  people  of  this 
country  w«re  originally  divided,  was  in  regard  to 
the  force  and  eroct  ol  the  treaty-making  power. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Admin- 
istration when  the  treaty  of  1803  was  concluded, 
entertaining  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  binding 
upon  Cong[ress  until  it  received  their  approbation, 
submitted  it  to  them,  and  recommended  the  pBss- 
infi^  of  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  it  into  effect. 
The  party  at  that  aay  opposed  to  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Admmistration  pronounced  the  treaty  unconstitu- 
tional, because  it  stipulated  to  admit  States  into 
the  Union,  carved  out  of  a  territory  which  formed 
no  part  of  the  old  Thirteen  States.  They  did  not 
deny  the  force  of  a  treaty  containing  engagements 
in  regard  to  the  powers  of  Conmss,  but  said  that 
no  department  of  the  Creneral  Government  had 
power  to  make  new  States  out  of  new  territory. 
The  third  article  o£  the  treaty  of  which  I  have 
been  speaking  was  the  objectionable  clause,  and 
both  parties  concurred  in  ascribing  to  it  the  same 
construction  for  which  I  now  contend.  On  that 
occasion,  Mr.  Griswold,  of  Connecticut,  and  one 
of  the  ablest  and  mait  distinguished  statesmen  of 
whom  this  country  can  boast,  when  spealdng  of 
the  just  interpretation  of  this  third  article,  said: 
**  It  is  perhaps  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  the 
'  precise  effect  which  it  was  intended  to  give  the 
'  words  which  have  been  used  in  this  stipulation. 
'  it  is  however  clear,  that  it  was  intended  to  incor- 
'  porate  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  into 

*  the  Union,  by  the  treaty  itself,  or  to  pledge  the 
^  faith  of  the  nation  that  such  an  incorporatbn 

*  should  take  place  within  a  reasonable  time" 
The  honorable  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  same  occasion,  and  in  reference  to  the  same 
article,  also  expressed  himself  in  the  following 
terms:  *'The  obvious  meanings  of  this  article  b, 
'  that  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  are  incorpo- 

*  rated  by  it  into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footmg 
<  that  the  territorial  governments arejand  the  ter- 
'  ritory,  when  the  population  is  sufficiently  nu- 
'  merous,  must  be  admitted  as  a  State  with  every 

*  right  of  any  other  State."  Mr.  Picxering  went 
even  further,  and  said :  "  If  in  respect  to  the  Liou- 

*  isiana  treaty,  the  United  States  fail  to  execute, 

*  and  within  a  reasonable  time,  the  engagement 
'  in  the  third  article  to  incorporate  the  territory  in 


'  the  Union,  the  French  Gh>Temment  'wiU  have  i 
<  right  to  declare  the  whole  treaty  Toid."     Tk. 
construction  was  acquiesced   in  by  the  opposft 
side,  who  contended  that  the  power  to  admit  mv 
States  was  not  confined  to  the  old  territory,  aai 
that  as  the  treaty  was  now  submitted  for  the  ap- 
probation of  Congress,  they  had  only  to  determice 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  it  'with  thb  pro- 
vision.   After  the  utmost  deliberation,  and  witli  a 
full  understanding  of  the  dear  import  of  tJiit 
third  article,  Congress  determined  to  adopt  dh 
treaty.    They  accepted  the  territory,  and  pund 
the  necessary  laws  for  carrying  it  into  full  dktx. 
Thev  made  it  their  own  act     They  sabseqiKBdy 
diviaed  it  into  two  territorial  governmental  aod 
made  no  attempt  to  prevent  the    exiiteDce  d 
slavery  in  either;  they  sold  the  land,  mai  mnted 
emigrants  to  go  thitner  from  other  pails  of  the 
United  States,  and  buy  and  settle,  bat  did  sot  pro- 
hibit them  from  carrying  their  alaTes  with  taea. 
They  sold  the  land  and  put  the  money  in  the  pi^ 
lie  treasury.    As  soon  as  the  popolation  of  tbsi 

Cirt  of  the  territory  called,  under  the  diriaas, 
ouisiana,  became  sufficiently  numerooa,  Coagrea 
admitted  it  into  the  Union  as  a  State  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  original  States :  no  attempt 
was  made  to  insist  upon  a  restrictioB  similar  k 
the  present^  or  to  impose  any  other  conditioa 
against  their  consent  which  in  any  manner  d- 
fected  the  rights  of  the  people  in  tne  exercise  of 
their  sovereign  power.  The  provisions  lo  wlueh 
Congress  required  the  people  of  Lonistaoa  tben 
to  sunmit,  wul  be  found,  with  one  exceptioo,  to  be 
such  as  were  prescribed  by  the  Conatitntioa  of  the 
United  Stat^  and  to  which  they  would  hate 
been  subjected,  though  they  had  not  pot  them  into 
their  constitution.  Their  enumeration  in  the  hw 
was  wholly  a  matter  of  caution.  On  that  occa- 
sion, also,  the  peonle  voluntarily  aasenled  to  the 
terms,  and  the  ri^nt  of  Congress  to  impose  condi- 
tions against  their  will  never  was  asserted.  It 
was  particularly  so  in  that  part  of  the  law  whi^ 
stipulated  that  the  lands  sold  by  the  United  Statei 
should  not  be  taxed  for  five  years.  It  is,  bowerer, 
to  be  remarked,  that  thb  was  not  a  destraenaa  of 
the  power  in  the  people  to  tax  the  land ;  it  was  an 
agreement  merdy  between  the  parties  to  saspend 
it  for  a  term  of  yetrs ;  bat  the  leatriction  aov 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  pemle  of  Mii- 
souri  is  a  complete  annihilation  of  their  power 
and  right  forever.  In  the  case  of  Louisiaaa  it 
was  no  part  of  their  constitution ;  it  was  a  mere 
agreement  by  separate  contract  not  to  oaea  potrer 
admitted  to  be  in  them  for  a  limited  time  is  the 
case  of  Missouri  it  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  con- 
stitution extinguishine  a  power,  and  making  that 
constitution  irrevooalue. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  thus 
given  a  contemporaneous  interpretation  to  thb 
treaty,  and  thdr  own  oblijg;ations,  have,  1^  the 
most  unequivocal  and  positive  acts,  encouragerf 
the  emigration  of  the  citixena  of  the  United  Staiei 
from  the  other  States,  who  have  gone  thither  id 
the  expectation,  and  under  the  engagementi  d 
Congress,  that  the  territory  should  be  incorpcvaied 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  -mi  the 
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original  States,  as  soon  as  the  population  would 
justify  it,  and  tney  stand,  therefore,  U[>on  the  same 
footing,  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights,  which 
belonged  to  the  inhabitants  residing  Uiere  at  the 
time  of  the  cession.  , 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
be  established  past  controversy,  that  Congress  are 
bound  to  admit  the  Missouri  Territory  into  the 
Union ;  and  that  we  have  no  discretion  to  admit 
or  reject  it*  If  we  have  no  such  discretion^  how 
is  it  possible  thatwe  can  require  from  the  people  any 
terms  which  are  founded  on  this  discretion  ?  We 
can  only  enforce  our  terms  by  declining  to  admit 
the  State,  unless  they  are  assented  to;  but,  we 
have  no  power  to  refuse  to  admit,  and  therefore 
we  have  as  little  power  to-  prescribe  the  terms  of 
admission. 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  however,  sir,  that  if  there 
be  any  thing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  authorize  Congress  to  impose 
this  restriction  upon  the  people  otMissouri,  inde- 
pendent of  OUT  power  to  reject  the  State,  the  treatv 
-will  not  prevent  its  exercise.  These  people,  thougn 
they  have  a  right  to  be  incorporated  mto  the  Union 
as  a  State,  as  the  people  of  a  State,  they  are  to  be 
entitled  to  no  greater  privileges,  or  liable  to  greater 
obligations,  than  the  people  of  any  other  State, 
under  the  Federal  Constitution. 

What,  then,  are  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  the  powers  conferred  upon  Con- 
gress in  this  respect? 

The  fundamental  principle  of  this  and  of  every 
republican  Gk3vernment  is^tnat  the  sovereign  power 
resides,  and  is  inherent  m  the  people,  and  not  in 
the  Government.    The  sovereign  power  is  the 
right  of  the  people  to  unite  togeuier  for  objects  of 
their  mutual  safety  and  advantage,  and  to  estab- 
lish a  public  authority  to  order  and  direct  what  is 
to  be  done  by  each  in  relation  to  the  end  of  the 
association.    Upon  the  principles  of  our  Gbvem- 
ment,  all  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people — they  are 
the  fountain  whence  it  all  flows,  and  the  General 
Giovernment  has  no  other  power  than  what  the  peo- 
ple have  delegated  to  it  for  Fdleral  purposes.  Tnese 
are  the  rights  asserted  m  the  Decki ration  of  Inde- 
pendence; t|iev  are  those  for  which  our  fathers 
contended  with  Great  Britain,  and,  wherever  man 
is  found,  he  is  found  in  the  possession  of  them.   In 
the  establishment  of  the  public  authority,  a  mater 
or  less  portion  of  power  may  be '  delegated  oy  the 
people  DV  voluntarv  engagements ;  but,  whatever 
may  be  the  power  delegated,  the  sovereignty  is  not 
impaired,  since  it  was  by  their  will,  and  may  be 
recalled  or  modified  by  the  same  will  when  the 
ends  and  objects  of  their  association  require  it ;  all 
Governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection  of 
this  right  in  the  people.    Before  the  formation  of 
the  Union,  the  people  of  each  State  were  sovereign 
and  independent ;  they  had  exercised  their  sover- 
eignty ui  the  formation  of  State  constitutions  and 
governments ;  they  not  only  retained  all  power  not 

fiven  to  these  governments  by  their  constitutions, 
ut  they  possessed  the  ri^ht  and  power  of  altering 
and  changing  their  constitutions  at  will.  In  virtue 
of  this  sovereign  power,  the  people  of  the  old  Slates 
consented  to  form  a  .compact  of  union,  for  their 


mutual  safety  and  equality  of  rights,  and  they  con- 
sented to  ve>t,  in  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
certain  powers,  the  better  to  guaranty  to  the  people 
the  enjoyment  of^  the  remainder.  The  powers  of 
the  General  Giovemment  are  therefere  limited,  and 
all  the  power  not  delegated  remains  with  the 
States,  as  far  as  their  constitutions  give  it,  an4 
with  tne  people.  In  all  other  respects  the  Slates 
and  the  people  are  as  completely  sovereign  as  they 
were  before  the  Union.  It  will  not  be  pretended 
that  the  people  have  ever  surrendered  tneir  right 
to  alter  and  change  their  State  constitutions,  and 
to  make  any  provision  not  inconsistent  witn  the 
Constitution  oi  the  United  States.  It  follows,  then, 
from  these  principles,  that  a  State  is  a  body  of 
men  united  together  for  their  common  interest; 
the  term  imports  sovereignty,  and,  in  our  Union, 
it  imports  max  portion  of  sovereignty  which  has 
not  heetk  given  to  the  General  Government,  and 
which  resides  with  the  people.  When  vre  speak, 
therefore,  of  admitting  a  State  into  the  Union,  we 
can  mean  nothing  more  than  the  admission  of  a 
community  of  people  in  whom  the  sovereign 
power  resides,  into  another  community  of  States, 
by  which  they  voluntarily  agree  to  refrain  from 
the  exercise  of  a  certain  portion  of  their  power, 
whenever  it  is  incom^tible  with  the  powers  of 
the  Union;  in  every  other  respect  their  power  re- 
mains as  it  did  before  their  admission.  The  ad- 
mission of  a  State  eannot  enlarge  the  powers  of  a 
Union^  though  it  may  limit  the  exercise  of  the 
sovereignty  In  the  State.  The  powers  exerted  by 
the  General  Government  are  in  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority vested  in  it  bv  the  Constitution ;  while  the 
powers  exerted  by  tne  State  ^vemments  are  in 
virtue  of  the  sovereign  power  m  the  people.  The 
interference  of  Congress  can  neither  change  the 
original  compact  of  the  Union,,  nor  abridge  the 
ri^ts  of  the  people.  The  moment  a  new  State  is 
admitted,  the  people  advance  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fedelral  rignts,  and  the  Greneral  Government  to 
the  exercise  of  the  federal  powers,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  auy  new  compact,  but  in  virtue  of  the 
old  compact  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  the  people  of  the  new  State  vol- 
untarily submit  and  become  parties  when  they  are 
admitted  into  the  Union.  The  General  Govern- 
ment cannot  alter  this  Constitution ;  they  can  only 
exercise  the  powers  conferred  by  it.  They  can- 
not, therdfore,  deprive  the  people  of  a  new  State 
of  any  federal  ri^ht,  whicn,  in  relation  to  them, 
does  not  exist  until  their  admission  into  the  Union; 
the  federal  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  powers  of 
Congress,  spring  into  existence  together.  The 
powers  of  Congress  are  wholly  independent  of  the 
nature  or  provisions  of  the  State  constitution, 
whatever  that  provision  may  be;  they  have  an 
uncontrolled  sway  within  their  federal  sphere; 
and,  therefore,  no  new  compact  can  be  necessary 
to  their  operation.  If,  then.  Congress  can  exer- 
cise no  federal  power  until  the  State  is  adinitted, 
and  if  upon  that  admission  they  can  neither  abridge 
nor  augment  the  federal  rights,  by  what  authori^ 
can  they  interfere  with  nmnicipal  rights  whicn 
form  no  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uitited 
States,  but  reside  in  the  people?    It  cannot  be 
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rsBBonabty  Contended  that  the  General  Goyem- 
meiit  can  form  a  State  constitution — if  they  can- 
not form  it  in  the  whole,  they  cannot  form  it  in 
Sift.  How  can  they  make  a  constituti(Mi  for  the 
tate  when  they  could  not  make  their  own^  and 
cannot  alter  it  now  that  it  has  been  made  by  the 
people  and  States?  If  the  Creneral  Grovemment 
can  confer  no  municipal  rights,  it  is  because  they 
neither  possess  any  nor  hare  the  power  to  control 
them;  and,  if  they  cannot  enlarge,  it  is  impossible 
they  can  abridge  them. 

The  powers  of  the  General  Goremment  are 
pttrely  federal ;  they  are  neither  national  nor  mu- 
nicipal; the  rights  of  the  people,  in  their  State 
ffOYemments,  are  both  national  and  municipal. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Gbvemment  ex- 
tends to  the  connexions,  intercourse,  and  com- 
merce of  the  ReplMic  with  foreign  States  and 
nations,  and  with  each  other  as  sovereign,  inde- 
pendent States.  But  the  administration  of  ail 
their  local  concerns;  the  regulation  of  their  do- 
mestic relations;  the  rights  of  property,  together 
with  the  whole  routine  of  municipal  regulations, 
belong  to  the  States  and  the  people.  Judge 
Tucker,  in  his  commentary  upon  tLe  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  adopts  this  as  the  grand 
boundary,  as  marking  the  limits  between  the  Fed- 
eral ana  State  jurisdictions:  to  the  former  he 
allots  "jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the 

<  political  laws  of  the  Confederacy,  or  such  as  re- 
'  late  to  its  general  concerns  with  foreign  nations, 
'  or  to  the  several  States,  as  memberB  of  the  Con- 

<  federacy;  and  to  the  latter,  iHe  cognizance  6f  all 
'  matters  of  a  civil  nature,  or  such  as  propeAj  be- 
'  long  to  the  head  of  municipal  law,  except  in  one 
'  or  two  instances  which,  being  in  derogation  of 
^  the  municipal  jurisdiction  of  the  sereral  States, 
*  ought  to  be  strictly  construed." — 1  vol.  Tkck, 
Black.  178. 

The  only  instances  which  now  occur  to  me,  in 
which  the  General  Grovemment  possess  any  mu- 
nicipal power,  are  those  to  pass  laws  of  bankrupt- 
cy and  naturaliaation,  and  the  right  of  securing 
to  authors  and  inventors  the  use  of  their  produc- 
tions. In  all  other  cases  in  i  which  the  exercise  of 
the  municipal  powers  of  a  State  are  abridged,  it 
is  by  restricting  their  operation,  both  by  tibe  State 
and  the  General  Government,  as  incompatible 
with  some  other  power  vested  in  the  Union.  I 
never  before  heard  it  contended,  that  the  General 
Government  could,  in  any  manner,  intofere  wkh 
the  local  affiiirs  of  a  State,  or  the  rights  of  prop- 
^ty  of  the  people.  Their  power  to  do  so  is  de- 
nied by  every  commentator  who  has  undertaken 
to  expound  the  Constitution.  .  In  the  2d  volume 
of  the  Federalist,  p.  82,  it  is  said : 

"  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government,  arc  few  and  defined. 
Tbose  which  are  to  remain  to  the  State  governments, 
are  nnmeroas  and  indefinite.  The  former  will  be  ex- 
ercised principaHy  on  external  objects ;  as  war,  peace, 
negotiation,  and  foreign  commerce ;  with  which  last 
the  power  of  taxation  win,  for  the  most  part,  be  con- 
nected. The  powers  reterred  to  the  several  Stataa 
will  extend  to  all  the  objects  Which,  in  the  ordinary 
coarse  of  afiaira,  concern  the  Hrea,  liberties,  and  prop- 
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•rties  of  the  pei^rie,  and  the  intcnial 
raent,  and  proaperily  of  the  State." 

Judge  Tucker,  also,  in  another  part  of  Us  cocb> 
mentary  on  that  clause  of  the  ConstiCuCion  T^ 
serving  to  the  States  and  the  people  all  power  boi 
delegated,  sap : 

"The  Congress  of  the  United    States  poaew 
power  to  regulate  or  interfere  with  the  domestic 
oerns  or  police  of  any  State ;  it  belong  not  to 
to  establish  any  rules  respecting  the  r%hta  of  prepar- 
^."— TVie*.  Biack.^  p.  316. 

If,  then,  Congress  possess  no  municipal  povcis, 
no  power  to  interfere  in  the  local  oonccnis  of  a 
State,  or  to  establish  rules  respecting  the  rights  of 
property,  by  what  mode  of  reasoniiig  can  tber  ae- 
Quire  any  such  power  against  the  consent  of  those 
trom  whom  it  is  to  be  wresrted,  or  in  any  maner 
interfere  with  its  exercise  by  the  legitimate  la- 
thority  ?  If  Missouri  were  admitted  as  a  Siite,iD 
such  power  could  be  exercised  fay  tike  Gcmosl 
Grovemment;  theyai«  then  atten^tiag  lo  ibree 
the  people  of  a  State  to  give  thcsn  a  powder  i^ieib 
the  Ck>nstitiition  of  the  United  States  denies  lo 
them! 

If,  then,  Congress  can  ezereiae  noimmicinl 

heaeonc: 


power,  therigfat  to  do  so  resides  ^vriih  the . 
and,  when  they  come  to  form  a  oonaCifeaboa,  i^ 
exert  it  in  the  manner  moat  oondncive  to  thar 
happuMBs. '  Congress  can  do  no  mote  daaaa- 
thorize  the  people  to  exert  the  power  which  is  Ass 
inherent  in  them.  There  is  a  nHmifest  diaaaaioD 
between  the  existence  of  a  right,  and  tbeoerase 
of  that  right.  The  right  may  remain  donaaaf  ki 
any  lengui  of  time,  and  so  it  does  Mrith  the  peo$k 
of  the  Territory,  until  the  penaisBtQii  of  the  Qo- 
eral  Qovemment  is  ^ven  ;  then  it  is  the  right  be- 
comes active ;  hat  it  is  still  the  ri^t  of  Che  people, 
and  not  of  Confess.  It  is  the  sovereign  powa, 
which  consists  m  the  right  to  establish  a  pufatie 
authority  lo  order  and  direct  the  local  afisiim  in 
relation  lo  the  end  of  the  asaociation.  Tins  as- 
thority  includes  their  executive,  iegislabvc^  and 
judiciary  departments ;  the  rights  of  life^  lihpf^, 
and  property ;  the  course  in  tniieh  pro|wiy  any 
be  transmitted ;  the  mumer  in  wueh  dektoiMjy 
be  recovered;  me  right  of  defining  and  punyhiBg 
dfieaces  against  aocietv;  and  thr  rnlahliihnirat  iiid 
regulation  of  all  the  aomeatic  relatiqniT  huibinrf 
uid  wife,  parent  and  ohiki,  gu»diui  and  ward, 
maaterandBervmt:  Gould  Goa|[vcBs,  in  anther- 
ising  a  paople  to  form  a  constitocioat  eontrol  aay 
of  these  regulations,  or  modifv  other  of  the  ahete 
rdadona?  Coald  we  presciwe  the  tenn  of  ofioe 
of  the  Bxeeative,  or  tlus  mode  of  sdoota^  or  ap- 
pointing the  Legislature  or  Judiciary  ?  Oknld  we 
sa^  that  property  shoidd  not  deaciakd  to  aH  the 
children  equally,  or  not  devisable  by  Willi  Coidd 
we  define  the  marital  rights,  or  estidiliah  eertaia 
relationa^between  parent  and  child,  guardian  and 
ward,  or  master  and  servant?  No  one  can  pre- 
tend that  we  could,  and  for  the  plain  reaaon  mt 
they  are  objects  of  municipal  power,  of  which  we 
are  entirely  destitute.  The  relation  of  master  and 
slave  is  but  a  domestic  relatton,  involving  the 
right  of  property,  and  every  legal  conseiinence  of 
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such  ft  relation.  There  are  no  rights  growing  out 
of  the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  that  do  not 
attach  to  that  of  master  and  slare,  excepting  that 
the  master  may  have  greater  power,  and  the  slave 
fewer  rights ;  but  the  rights  of  the  master  are, 
neverthekss,  rights  of  projierty,  and  kis  obli^tions 
Eire,  to  use  the  property  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  and  municipal  regulations  of  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  It  is  a  domestic  relation 
in  every  State  of  the  Union  in  which  it  exists,  and 
the  subject  of  their  municipal  power.  I  shall  not 
stop  to  inquire  into  the  moral  nature  of  this  rela- 
tion, or  the  right  of  sovereign  power  to  tolerate  it, 
though  I  think  it  is  apparent  that  the  power  to 
[lold  a  man  in  sla^er^r  is  the  highest  exercise  of 
H)vereignty ;  it  is  sufficient  for  this  argument  that 
t  was  a  subsisting  relation  in  these  States;  that 
:he  Constitution  of  the  United  States  found  it  ex- 
jstin^,  recos:nised  it  as  the  subject  of  property, 
cognizable  by  the  municipal  jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  and  stipulated  to  guaranty  both  the  property 
ind  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Union  itself  is  composed  of  States,  and  the 
Constitution  formed  by  people"  tolerating  slavery, 
ind  holding  their  slaves  as  subjects  of  property  ; 
ind  it  never  could  have  been  their  design  to  estab- 
lish an  authority  competent  to  subvert  this  prop- 
erty. The  General  Gtovernment  have  ivcognised 
this  relation  as  the  subject  of  property,  by  accept- 
ing the  transfer  of  territory  from  fforlh  Carolina. 
with  an  express  stipulation  that  Congress  shouki 
aot  even  inhibit  the  toleration  of  slaverv  within 
it,  while  it  remained  under  a  Territorial  form  of 
s;ovemment.  The  Constitution  also  recognises 
the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  by  providing  for 
their  enumeration  in  the  ratio  of  representation, 
and  by  constituting  them  the  objects  of  taxation. 
A.  recurrence  to  the  54th  number  of  the  Federalist 
will  show  that  this  article  was  founded  chiefly  on 
the  idea  that  slaves  were  property.  It  is  there  said 
expressly  that  "  slaves  are  considered  as  property^*' 
It  further  recognises  property  in  the  slave,  and  also 
the  authority  of  the  municipal  jurisdiction,  in  leav- 
ing the  regulation  of  the  States  in  this  respect  un- 
disturbed, under  which  they  are  bought  and  sold, 
for  payment  of  debts,  as  property,  pa^  to  execu- 
tors and  administrators  as  property,  and  its  free 
enjoyment  protected  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
other  species  of  property.  But,  sir,  the  Constitu- 
tion not  only  recognised  property  ki  slaves  held  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  hut  it  guarantied  the  right 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  import  them 
from  abroad  for  the  period  of  twenty  years;  It  not 
only  refrained  from  disturbing  the  property  exist- 
ing, or  with  its  natural  increase,  but  it  encouraged 
an  accession  to  its  numbers  throtigh  the  most  ^i- 
ous  channel.  This  very  amendment  treats  it  as 
property,  since  it  deems  the  existing  slaves  as  sa- 
cred, and  speaks  fVeedom  only  to  their  future  pro- 
geny. So  far  the  pcpvisions  of  the  Constitution 
are  confined  to  the  recognition  of  property  in  slaves, 
both  in  enioyment  and  accumulation.  But  it  does 
not  stop  here ;  it  protects  the  enjoyment  of  the 
property  against  the  encroachment  of  municipal 
jurisdiction.  This  is  clearly  inferable  from  the. 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  author* 
16th  Con.  1st  Sebb^— 37 


izes  an  absconding  slave  to  be  reclaimed  by  his 
owner.  This  provision  is  a  complete  exposition 
of  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  admits 
the  right  in  each  State  to  make  its  own  regula- 
tions upon  this  species  of  property;  to  tolerate  or 
abolish.  Without  this  clause  in  the  Constitntion, 
it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  each  State  to 
abolish  slavery,  and  prevent  the  owner  even  of  an 
alisconding  slave  from  claiming  him  as  such.  The 
probability  that  such  a  policy  would  be  adopted  ip 
some  of  the  States,  suggested  the  necessity  of  thb 
provision,  and  it  therefore  became  one  oi  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Constitution  to  protect  this  very  spe- 
cies of  property.  All  the  power,  therefore,  in  Con* 
gress,  over  the  slaves  legitimately  brought  here,  is 
a  protecting  power  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner, 
and  a  protecting  power  merely  against  the  con- 
flicting policy  oT  State  res^ulations,  of  which  it  is 
the  peculiar  object.  But  (he  instant  it  is  admitted 
to  be  property,  it  becomes  the  subject  of  municipal 
authority  only,  and  is  invested  with  all  the  rights 
and  disaoilities  of  property.  It  would  be  very  oiffi- 
cult  to  assigh  a  reason  why  the  rights  of  the  owner 
in  thi^,  more  than  in  any  other  species  of  property, 
could  be  afiected ;  and  yet  it  is  directly  invaaed  Of 
this  amendment. 

It  first  proposes  to  set  free  the  issue  of  all  the 
slaves  now  in  Missouri,  in  the  face  of  the  treaty, 
which  stipulates  that  the  inhabitants  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  free  enjoym^t  of  their  property ;  and 
it  further  interferes  with  the  citizen  of  another 
State,  in  the  use  of  the  very  property  which  the 
Constitution  permitted  him  to  acquire,  and  stipu- 
lated to  protect,  or  at  least  not  to  destrov.  If  tnis 
restriction  be  not  imposed,  the  citizen  ot  the  South 
would  be  permitted  to  remove  to  Missouri^  and 
take  his  slaves  with  him,  provided  the  municipal 
laws  of  that  people  did  not  prohibit  him.  But, 
as  the  Congress  cannot  destroy  this  right  by  a 
direct  law,  they  propose  to  do  it  by  an  indirect  as- 
sumption of  power,  in  which  is  involved  not  mere- 
ly a  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, but  a  violation  of  the  guarantee  of  the  rest 
of  the  States! 

We  have  beeri  referred,  however,  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  as  declaratory  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Cfonstitution  in  this  respect.  I  should 
scarcely  have  deemed  this  topic  w;orthy  of  an  an- 
swer, but  for  the  confidence  with  which  it  has 
been  reiterated  in  this  debate.  If  the  abstract  prin- 
ciples contained  in  this  memorable  paper  could 
possibly  be  supposed  to  hav6  any  reference  to  the 
condition  of  the  black  population  in  the  United 
States,  yet,  as  it  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, their  practical  efiect  must  depend  alto- 
gether upon  the  positive  provisions  of  that  charter. 
But  the  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence had  no  reference  to  those  persons  who 
were  at  that  time  held  in  slavery.  It  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  freemen  of  the  country,  and  not  by 
slaves.  No  one  pretended  that  they  acquired  any 
claim  to  freedom  on  this  account ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  Revolution  found  them  in  a  state  of  servitude, 
the  acknowledgment  of  out  actual  independence 
left  them  so,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  perpetuated  their  condition.    The  Declara- 
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tion  of  Ind^endence  was  the  act  of  open  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  white  freemen  of  the  colo- 
nies, against  the  pretensions  of  the  mother  country 
to  govern  them  without  their  consent ;  to  assert 
their  inalienable  right  of  self-government,  and  to 
alter  or  abolish  it  whenerer  it  should  be  necessary 
to  affect  their  safety  and  happiness.  It  was  the 
resistance  of  freemen  to  the  assumption  of  a  power 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  precisely  similar  to 
that  which  we  are  now  endeavoring  to  impose 
upon  the  people  of  MissourL  It  expressly  asserts 
the  principles  that  "all  just  powers  of  government 
are  derived  from  the  consent  of  the  £N>vemed ;  and 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  aoolish,  and  in- 
stitute it  anew,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness."  I  do  not  deny 
that  the  principles  of  the  Ueclaration  of  Indepenr 
dence  are  those  of  the  Constitution ;  on  the  con- 
tOktYj  I  admit  that  they  are  those  iq>on  which  all 
our  institutions  repose;  they  are  those  upon  which 
the  people  of  Missouri  claim  the  right  to  make 
their  own  constitution,  and  resist  the  imposition 
of  any  species  of  government  deriving  its  powers 
from  any  other  source.  But  I  contend  that  it 
never  designed  to  assume  or  assert  any  principle 
whatsoever  in  regard  to  theslavepopulationof  the 
United  States^  and  therefore  that  it  cannot  be  used 
in  this  debate,  either  as  declaratory  of  their  rights 
or  explanatory  of  the  pirinciples  of  the  constitution 
and  government  in  their  behalf.  It  is  unreasonable 
to  assert  the  contrary,  when  every  one  knows  that 
while  the  freemen  ol  this  country  were  openly  re- 
sisting the  usurpations  of  the  British  Crown,  they 
did  not  relax  in  the  slightest  decree  their  hold 
imon  the  negro  slave ;  and  to  him  it  was  a  matter 
ot  entire  unconcern  who  should  govern  his  master, 
as.  in  all  conditions  hb  master  would  continue  to 
govern  him.  I  do  not  advocate  the  consistency  of 
all  this :  I  take  things  as  I  find  them  under  our 
form  of  Government ;  though  when  we  throw  our 
eye  towards  St.  Domingo,  and  reflect  upon  the 
scenes  which  ensued  the  heedless  enthusiasm 
which  characterized  the  French  Revolution,  we 
cannot  fail  to  admire  the  cautious  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  in  not  hazarding  the  great  object  of  their 
struggle,  by  suddenly  letting  loose  their  unfortu- 
nate, thouffh  degraded,  slave  population.  Besides, 
sir,  the  prmciples  of  tne  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence would  not  be  satisfied  by  merelv  loosening 
the. shackles  of  the  slaves ;  they,  woula  assert  not 
only  the  rights  of  a  freeman,  out  an  equality  of 
those  rights,  civil  and  political.  And  where  is  the 
Stale  in  the  Union  in  which  the  emancipated  ne- 
^  has  been  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  eqpal 
rights  with  the  white  population  1  I  know  of  npne. 
In  some,  to  be  sure,  their  rights  may  be  greater 
than  in  others ;  but  in  none,  I  believe,  are  they 
upon  an  equality.  In  the  State  which!  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  it  has  been  the  settled 
uniform  policy  to  preserve  a  marked  and  wide 
discrimination,  and  lam  free  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  policy  will  never  be  abandoned.  I  am  an  ene- 
my to  slavery,  but  I  should  deprecate  a  policy  as- 
sailing that  discrimination  which  reason  ana  na- 
ture have  interposed  between  the  white  and  black 
population.    I  forbear  to  press  this  part  of  the  sub* 


jeet,  sir :  it  presents  many  dark  images,  -wlaxk  c 
would  be  unbecoming  in  me  here  to  express. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  h<Hiorafale  morer  of  tsjs 
resolution  has  said  that  we  are  not  now  eakc- 
cing  the  old  compact  of  Union;  but  are  to  makea 
new  one,,  with  a  new  State,  and  he  derived  is^ 
power  from  the  clause  authorizing  Congress  sc 
admit  new  States,  though  he  did  not  take  me 
trouble  to  deal  much,  in  detail,  upcui  this  poinL 

I  shall  not  deny  that  Congress  hare  the  pove 
to  make  a  contract,  where  the  parties  whicb  it  s 
to  affect  voluntarily  enter  into  it^  and  when  it  is 
necessary  in  the  exercise  of  the  legitimate  o^jeeb 
of  the  Government ;  but  they. cannot  make  a  cos- 
tiact  upon  any  subject  beyond  their  dtk^iei 
powers^  nor  can  they  make  a  contract  whici  ruia 
the  original  compact  of  Union,  the  eaeate  of 
which  is  an  equabty  of  rights  among  the  Statfs. 
If,  therefore.  Congress  possess  no  numicipil  "^w- 
ers  under  the  Constitution,  nor  the  pover  tocoatxd 
them  in  the  States,  they  can  acquire  none  by  asf 
new  contract ;  for  this  would  be  to<get  note  powo 
than  it  was  designed  they  shoold  po^«f«^ 

Sir,  this  ar^ment  of  the  honoraUe  mover  is  a 
decided  exposition  of  die  broad  natnreof  thepowo. 
and  the  weakness  of  his  cause.  If  thisrestnetioa 
can  be  imposed  only  by  contract,  duea  it  adjnis 
that  the  rignt  is  inherent  in  the  people  of  Missoiui ; 
that  we  can  only  control  it  by.  contract  with  diem; 
and,  that  if  this  contract  is  not  acceded  to  bf 
them,  we  have  no  power  over  it.  By  the  coatnet, 
they  are  solicited  to  surrender  a  right  whick  (bey 
would  be  at  liberty  to  exercise,  if  not  restiaiiied  by 
the  contract ;  a  riffht  which  we  cannot  emciseor 
interfere  with,  under  the  Constitution,  withouithi; 
contract.  It  follows,  then,  that,  under  sack  a  coa* 
tract,  if  it  were  completed,  the  people  would  hart 
fewer  rights,  or  you  more  power^  than  tii«  Cost- 
stitution  confers.  If  such  a  doctnne  oooJd  be  t^ 
erated,  the  General  Government  would  be  omnip- 
otent. Sir,  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  is  yet  more 
apparent.  You  do  not  even  propose,  by  thk  coai- 
pact,  to  get  the  riffht  of  exercisioff  a  new  power ; 
for  if  the  people  of  Missouri  should  agree  to  yosz 
teems,  you  could  not  take  the  power  whidi  foa 
require  them  to  surrender,  since,  by  the  CoDsntn- 
tion^you  could  not  use  it^  any  more  than  yon  could 
any  other  branch  of  their  monicipal  autooriij ;  it 
would  not  amount  then  to  a  stii^ilation,  that  ike 
State  should  not  exercise  the  power  whidi,  if  ihey 
were  to  surrender,  you  could  not  emfdoy.  It  would 
be  not  a  S[cuU,  but  an  extinction  of  power — a  coai- 
plete  annihilation,  nerer  again  to  be  rammed  Ii 
IS  impossible,  upon  any  known  principle,  timtsoch 
a  contract  could  be  good,  since  it  proposes  to  destroy 
an  inalienable  right  in  the  people — a  ri^t  to  alter 
and  abolish  their  constitution  of  goveramMit. 

But,  again,  sir :  it  is  necessary,  for  the  validity 
of  any  compact,  that  the  parties  should  be  both  Me 
andwuling  to  contract.  If  it  is  not  their  Toluntai) 
act,<  it  is  not  binding;  it  is  an  Usurpation  upon  tk 
unwilling  party.  Then,  h^e  is  a  right  in  tk 
people  of  Missouri  to  insert,  or  not,  this  piovisNa 
in  their  constitution  of  State  goverameni ;  it  e 
not  incompatible  with  your  powers;  it  dtpads 
wholly  upon  their  sovereign  will  and  pkasve  u> 
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put  it  io,  or  leave  it  out,  and  to  modify  it,  in  this 
respect,  at  any  futuse  day  \  you  desiie,  kemrever, 
to  nave  it  in,  and  to  guard  a^inst  its  revocation ; 
you  can  only  accoinpliah  this  by  a  contract,  into 
which  the  people  must  v^untarily  enter.    But  they 
refuse  to  make  the  contract;  they  say  they  are 
desirous  to  retain  this  right;  xhef  will  not  giro  it 
up.    What,  then,  becomes  of  the  idea  of  compact  ? 
Can  you  force  them,  to  agree  to  your  terms?    No : 
then  what  is  your  remedy  ?    In  ordinary  cases,  it 
would  be  to  refuse  to  admit  the  State,  until  the 
constitution  should  be  conformed  to  your  views ; 
and  even  this  would  resemble,  very  much,  the 
esercise  of  force,  by  withholding  immunities  to 
which,  according  to  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
thsy  would  have  a  strong  claim;  but  then  the 
provisioQs  of  their  constitution  wovdd  not  be  unal* 
tenble,  and  you  could.,  not  make  them  so.    But 
what  is  your  power  or  remedy  when  this  diseretion 
to  admil,  or  reject,  is  taken  away?    I  know  of 
none,  conaistca^  with  the  ohligations  of  good  faitk 
I  have  shown  you  that  you  have^dready  made  one 
cootiact  with  these  people;  I  refer  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  acts  of  Congress  mider  it ;  and  that,  b^ 
the  terma  of  this  coatiaet,  you  have  bound  your- 
selves to  admit  them  into  the  Union,  with  rights 
equal  to  those  retained  by  the  peo|de  of  the  other 
States.    Is  not  that  compiBct  as  solemn  as  any  that 
could  now  be  made  ?    These  people  have  fulfilled 
their  part  of  the  contract ;  you  m^re  enjoyed  aU 
the  rights  and  advantages  secured  to  you  under  it, 
and  they  come  now  and  demand  the  perfboaaace. 
of  your  part.    What  is  the  langua|;e  you  employ  ? 
You  say,  it  is  true  we  have  made  this  contract 
with  you,  but  it  turns  out  to  be,  in  the  view  of  a 
part  of  the  country,  a  hard  bargain ;  it  secures  to 
you  more  rights,  and  allows  ut  less  discretion, 
than  we  are  willing  to  submit  to ;  and^  unless  you 
will  now  consent  to  change  its  teima,  and  enter 
into  a  new  compact,  by.  which  you  are  to.  have 
fewer  rights  than  the  citizens  of  any  other  State, 
WB  will  violate  our  faith !    We  have  agreed  to  ad- 
mit you aa  a  Slate;  but^  unless  lyou  consent  to  be 
less  than  a  States  ym  will  do  nothing !    Wa  will 
have  nothing  to.  say  to  you,  unless  you.  will  now 
hind  yourselves  aoft  your  poeterityy  oy  an  irrero- 
cable  ordinance,  to  let  us  make  your  constitution' 
in  abridcittent  of  your-  own  idgkts ;  which  shall  be 
unalten&e  in  all  futnce.  times.    Sir,  as  beitwaea 
individuals,  suck  a  case  W4Mild  require  only  to 
be  stated,  to  exnose  its  fallacy  and  injustice-;  and 
I  can  ackiBowledge  no  di&rent-  principles  between 
States^  more  espeeiaily  wliere  your  wast  of  fpcA 
fiulh,  mfuses  the  spirit  of  jealousy  into  the  mmds 
of  your  oitiaens,  and  Wttakena  the  ^reat  rock,  of 
confidence  in  your  justice^  upon  which  the  power 
of  this  Union  reposes  I 

But  the  ordinance  of  1787.  has  been  referred  to, 
andconfidentiy^  relied  upon,  oy  the  honofable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  as  il- 
histratixe  of  his  idea  of  comnact,  and  the  power  of 
Congress  in  this  re^MCt.  Tne  cases  are  entirely 
dissimilar.  I  shall  not  detain.you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
with  a  repetition  of  the  arguments  so  often  ur^ed^ 
w^  great  ability  and  with  much  success,  against 
the  legality  of  this  ordinance ;  I  shall  oonteot  my* 


self  with  showing  its  inapplicability,  in  fact  or 
principle,  to  the  case  now  under  our  consideration^ 
We  have  now  nothing  to  do  either  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  ordinance  or  the  authority  by  wnich. 
it  was  estaUished.  The  people  of  Missouri  do  not 
claim  to  be  admitted  according  to  the  principles  of 
either ;  but  they  demand  admission  according  to. 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  and  the  principles  of  the 
present  Constitution. 

This  ordinance  was  the  act  of  the  old  Confed- 
eration ;  and  whatever  power  they  may  have  had 
to  acquire  the  ceded  territory,  it  is  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  that  they  possessed  no  authority  to  establnh 
a  territorial  form  oi  government,  oz  to  admit  new. 
States  without  the  consent  of  nine  c^  the  States 
composing  the  old  Confederacy.  The  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  which  the  ordinance 
w«;i  applied,  was  ceded  by  Virginia ;  it  wa9,  at  the 
time  ot  its  cession,  uninhabited,  excepting  by  a 
few  Frenchand  Canadian  settlars,  who  held  slaves; 
after  its  acquisition  by.  the  old  Confederacy,  it  was 
discovered  that  they  had  no  power  to  govern  it, 
without  the  consent  of  the  State  by  whom  it  was 
ceded;  they^  therefore,  framed  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  providing  for  its  erection  into  States,  and  for 
the  prohibition  of  involuntary  servitude.  This 
ordinance  was  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  compact, 
between,  the  States  ceding  it,  the  United  States, 
and  the  people  of  the  territories ;  it  became  neces- 
sacy,  thi»efbre^  to  obtain  the  consul  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  the  ordinance,  which  she  gave  by 
her  act  passed  the  30th  of  December,  1788 ;  'and 
in  this  manner  the  ordinance  of  1787  may  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  the  terms  of  the  cession  by  the 
State  of  Virginia.  The  Frenrh  and  Canadian 
itthahitanis  there,  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  were 
not  affected  by  the  ordinance ;  they  continued  to 
hold  their  slaves,  the  issue  of  which  are  held  by 
their  posterity  to  the  present  day.  This  ordinance 
was-Hxmsideced  doubtful,  until  the  adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution,  by  the  1st  clause  of  6th  arti- 
cle of  which  it  was  supposed  to  be  confirmed. 

But  this  confirmation  shows  it  to  be  in  the  na^ 
tuie  of  a  compact,  and  not  a  law;  a. compact  vol- 
uftlarily  entmd  into  by  aU>  the-  parties  connected 
wi^  it ;  not  incoipofated  in  the  present  Constitu- 
Uon  as  a  grant  of  power,  or  cKplanatory  of  its  prin- 
ciple; but  merely,  sanctioned  by  a  single  clause^ 
providing  for  the  validity  of  contracts*  It  was  a 
contract  nauMle  by  the  party  ceding  the.  terrkory ; 
it  did  not  propose  to  afiiect  the  rights  of  persons 
residing  ttiere;  it  wba  to  operate  aa  a  continct 
upon  those  who  should  subsequently  remove  thith- 
er ;  such  persons^  therefore,  went  under  this  ordi- 
naiM^;  they  voluntarily  became  parties  to  it;  and 
such  only  settled  there^  as  were  wiUing  to  live 
without  slaves,  and  sufijieet  to  the  terms  of  the 
compact.  In  this  manner  the  country  becamf  set- 
tled by  a  non-siaveholding  population^  and  when 
they  came  to  make  their  constitution  and  State 
^vemme&ts,  they  voluntarily  framed  them  accord- 
ing to  their  own  feelings  and  habits.  Beyond  this, 
I  deny  that  there  was  any  binding  force  in  this 
ordinance.  It  was  not  competent  for  it  to  take 
away  the  right  of  altering  the  constitutions,  though 
it  is  a  right  existing  in  theory,  merely^  as  the  an* 
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lerests  of  the  people  will  no  doubc  always  pre- 
vent any  alteration  in  this  respect.  If  the  same 
policy  had  been  pursued  by  Congress  in  ies|)ect  to 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  from  the  date  ofits  ac- 
quisition, a  similar  effect  would  have  been  pro- 
duced, and  all  the  unpleasant  convulsions  to  which 
the  present  attempt  to  usurp  power  is  likely  to  give 
rise,  would  have  ueen  prevented. 

So  far,  then,  as  this  famous  ordinance  is  good 
for  any  thing,  it  is  good  only  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract ;  it  is  so  tr^ted  by  every  gentleman  who 
has  noticed  it  in  debate ;  and  a  contract  made  be- 
fore the  present  Constitution,  and  applicable  to  a 
particular  territory,  by  the  consent  of  the  power 
ceding  it.  It  has,  then,  clearljr  performed  its  of- 
fice; It  isjunctus  oficio;  it  applies  to  no  other  ter- 
ritory either  in  fact  or  principle.  It  does  not  fol- 
low, that,  because  the  old  Confederation  concluded 
a  contract,  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
subsequently  confirmed,  that  therefore  the  present 
Congress  can  make  a  similar  contract,  enurging 
their  own  powers,  without  the  same  sanction  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  yet 
ddegated  no  such  authority. 

But  here  the  people  of  Missouri  have  a  contract 
also,  though  it  d  one  of  a  very  different  nature 
frota^  that  of  the  ordinance  of  1787.  Their  con- 
tract stipulates  for  their  admission  to  the  enjoyment 
of  equal  rights,  immunities,  and  advantages,  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  restriction 
propo^  can  pnly  be  enforced  by  compact,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Constitution.  We  say  to  them, 
that,  unless  they  will  ame  to  tack  the  ordinance 
of  1787  to  the  treaty,  whose  provisions  will  thereby 
be  entirely  varied,  we  will  violate  its  terms,  or  dis- 
regard them.  What  would  have  been  said,  if  we 
had  insisted  upon  similar  concessions  by  the  States 
formed  out  of  the  territory  ceded  by  North  Caro- 
lina, which  were  also  admitted  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  contract  of  cession  ?  We  nave  as 
little  right  to  insist  upon  them  in  regard  to  the 
people  of  Missouri  as  we  had  to  dictate  them  to 
those  States,  h  is  in  both  cases  a  violation  of 
good  faith.  Under  this  treaty  we  accepted  a  ter- 
ritory in  which  slavery  existed,  and  rights  of  prop- 
erty recognised  by  the  government  ceding  it  we 
stipulated  to  protect  the  enjoyment  of  that  propeity. 
We  have  encouraged  emigation  of  the  free  citi- 
zens of  the  Unit^  States  thither  by  our  whole 
course  of  policy.  We  have  in  no  instance  at- 
tempted to  interdict  the  transportalon  of  slaves 
there,  excepting  by  a  law  whicn  lived  btit  a  year 
and  was  then  repealed ;  this  law  prevented  their 
introduction  there  for  sale  merely ;  it  permitted, 
and  thereby  encouraged,  their  introduction  by  per- 
sons removing  into  the  territory  to  settle.  In  this 
way,  under  our  own  auspices,  this  species  of  prop- 
erty has  been  acquired,  and  we  now  attempt,  m 
the  &ce  of  our  own  acts,  and  in  defiani^  of  the 
treaty,  not  only  to  force  the' people  d^  Missouri  to 
give  up  their  right  to  form  their  constitution,  in 
regard  to  the  future  introduction  of  slaves  by  per- 
sons j^ing  there  to  live,  but  also  to  annifiilate  all 
the  rights  already  acquired ;  we  force  th^  to  do 
what  we  never  thought  it  prudent  ourselves  to  at- 
tempt, even  when  we  had  the  power! 


No  little  reliance  has  also  been  placed,  by  tut 
honorable  mover,  upon  the  clause  in  the  Constiah 
tion,  vesting  in  Conmss  a  power  to  dispose  of  an^ 
make  all  needful  nues  and  regulations  respectisg 
the  territory,  or  other  property  belonging  to  tbe 
United  States. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  minutely  into  the  m- 
quiry  whether  the  power  of  Congress  to  estahleli 
a  territorial  government  is  derived  Irom  this  daose. 
I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  not.  The  power 
here  conferred  is  a  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 
needful  rules  respecting  the  prcmoty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  was  designed,  I  think,  to  anthonze 
the  sale  of  the  land  for  purposes  of  revenue,  sad 
all  regulations  which  might  be  deemed  necesaiy 
for  its  proper  disposition ;  or  to  conTcrt  it  to  oiha 
public* objects  disconnected  with  sale  or  Rrcaoe; 
to  retain  this  power,  even  after  the  Territaiy  kid 
assumed  a  State  government,  and  perhaps  to  di- 
vest from  the  State  government  the  n^ht  of  laiiai; 
it,  as  it  vrotild  do  the  property  of  iadividoah.  It 
is  silent  as  to  the  people,  and  their  slaves  are  ike 
property  of  their  owners,  and  not  of  the  Qovcn- 
ment.  The  right  to  govern  a  territory  is  dearif 
incident  to  the  right  of  acquiring  it.  It  would  tie 
absurd  to  say  that  any  Government  might  porchiK 
a  territory  with  a  population,  and  not  nave  tk 
power  to  give  them  laws;  hot,  from  whatenr 
source  the  power  b  derivable,  I  aidmit  it  to  be  ple- 
nary, so  long  as  it  remainis  in  a  condition  of  tan- 
torial  dependence,  but  no  longer.  I  am  willii^at 
any  time  to  exercise  this  power.  1  resret  lint  it 
has  not  been  done  sooner.  But,  though  Congress 
can-  give  laws  to  a  Territory,  it  cannot  preschbe 
them  to  a  State.  The  conditicm  of  the  peopk  of 
a  Territory  is  to  be  governed  by  others ;  of  a  Stale 
to  govern  themselves.  This  is  the  great  fiivor  m 
permit  them  to  eo  joy  when  we  exalt  them  to  the  eka- 
racter  of  a  State.  The  instant  we  authorize  them  id 
form  their  constitution,  the  territorial  dnabiUties, 
and  the  powers  of  Congress  over  them,  cnnnUe 
tog[ether  m  the  dust  A  new  bein|f,  and  a  new  re- 
lation spring  up :  the  State  authori^,  derived  inn 
the  just  power  of  the  people,  takes  its  place ;  erm 
feature  of  the  teiritorinl  authority  hecomes  flAced, 
and  the  federal  powers  of  Congress,  enciidiag  a 
State,  commence  their  operation.  There  is  noKk- 
ing  of  territorial  disability  on  the  one  hand,  or 
territorial  authority  on  the  other,  which  passes  into 
the  new  order  of  things;  if  they  did,  the  Stale 
would  be  incomi^ete. 

But,  Mr.  Chainnan,  the  honomhie  mover  aho 
relied  very  confidendy  on  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  pmvides 
that  ^  the  migration  or  importation  of  sock  per- 
'  sons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existinjg  shall  thii& 
^  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  bf  Cod- 

*  gress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  bat  a  tax  or  duly 

*  may  be  impoaed  on  such  importation,  not  exceed- 
^  ing  ten  dollars  for  each  person."  It  is  said  that 
this  clause  invests  Congrcss  with  the  power  d 
prohibitin|[  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  Stair 
of  the  Union  to  another;  but,  if  it  had  not  beea 
for  the  aeriousaess  and  sinceri^  with  which  it  bss 
been  preaaed  by  the.hoaofabte  gentleman  6tm 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  HmraiLL,)  I  should  Itve 
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deen^  it  worthy  of  bat  a  very  few  remarks.    It  { cems  and  int^course  whatsoever  with  foreign  na> 
now  deserves  a  close  examination.  tions,  and  prohibit  the  coming  in  as  well  of  free- 

men as  slaves  for  any  purpose  or  in  any  manner, 


It  is  apparent,  and  indeed  is  admitted  by  all, 
that  this  clause  contains  no  grant  of  power,  but 
restricts  for  a  limited  period  the  exercise  of  an  ex- 
isting power.  And  also  that  the  power,  whatever 
it  may  be,  is  now  the  same  over  the  old  as  the 
newr  States.  Unless,  therefore,  Congress  possesses 
the  power^  b^  some  other  provision  in  the  Consti- 
tution, to  mhibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one 
State  into  another,  this  clause  cannot  refer  to  that 
description  of  persons,  or  to  that  mode  of  removal. 
Conceding,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the*  full  im- 
port of  this  clause,  I  cannot  conceive  of  any  thing 
more  destitute  of  weight  in  this  matter.  For,  sup- 
pose Congress  to  possess  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
earrymg  of  slaves  from  one  State  into  another,  it 
is  a  power  merely  of  legislation,  for  they  have  no 
other  than  legislative  powers.  They  would  be 
obliged  to  exercise  it  by  a  law,  and  could  do  so,  as 
well  after  the  State  should  be  admitted  as  before. 
The  power  in  Consress  to  legidate  upon  this  sub- 
ject confers  no  au&ority  to  compel  tae  people  of 
Missouri  to  put  the  provision  into  their  constitu- 
tion ;  but  should  be  exercised  whenever  circum- 
stances required  it,  without  reference  to  the  acts  of 
the  State.  Besides,  no  legislative  act  of  this  de- 
scription could  be,  in  its  nature,  irrevocable ;  .but 
here  is  an  expedient  to  convert  a  power  of  l^is- 
latinjg  in  the  ordinary  way,  into  a  constitution- 
making  power,  with  the  dangerous  novelty  of 
making  it  unalterable!  The  very  attempt  to  com- 
pel the  surrender  of  their  rights,  in  this  respect, 
from  the  people- of  Missouri,  is  in  itself  conclusive, 
that  gentlemen  who  rely  upon  this  clause,  are 
themselves  aware  that  even  the  le^slative  power 
does  not  exist.    Nor  does  it  exist,  sir. 

The  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
{Mr.  Hemphill)  admits  that  he  must  nnd  the 

Eower  in  some  other  part  of  the  Constitution ;  and 
e  says  it  is  contained  in  the  clause  authorizing 
Congress  ^*  to  regulate  commerce  amon^  the  sev- 
eral States."    He  supposes  the  authonty  to  pre- 
Tent  the  importation  of  slaves  jQrom  abroad  is  de- 
rived from  the  power  to  '^  reeulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations ;"  and  that,  therefore,  the  authority 
to  prevent  the  '^  migration  of  them  from  one  State 
to  another,"  is  derived  from  the  similar  power  in 
relation  to  the  internal  commerce.    But  the  ^gen- 
tleman must  not  only  be  correct  in  this  position, 
but  he  must  additionally  show  that  the  word  ^  mi- 
gration" applies  to  slaves  at  aU,  and  also  to  their 
removal  from  State  to  State,  to  sustain  his  arga- 
ment.    He  is  correct  in  neither^    The  power  to 
prohibit  the  "  importation"  of  slaves  from  foreign 
countries  is  not  derived  from  the  ckuse  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.    If  it  were*  the 
prohibition  could  only  be  made  where  the  slaves 
were  brought  into  the  United  States  in  the  way  of 
commerce;  it  would  confer  no  power  to  prevent  a 
Canadian,  or  inhabitant  of  Florida,  from  moving 
over  the  line  with  his  family,  and  settling  on  a 
farm  for  agricultural  purposes  merely. 

I  derive  the  authority  from  a  mucn  more  exten- 
sive  source-— from  the  general  unlimited  power  in 


whenever  the  public  exigencies  of  the  country  ren- 
der it  adviseable.  But^  though  the  right  or  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  from  .abroad 
should  be  inferred  from  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  right  to  prevent  their  removal  from  State  to 
State  would  be  derived  from  the  power  tor^g;ulate 
commerce  ^  among  the  several  States."  The 
phraseology  of  this  clause  is  different — the  regula- 
tion is  to  be  ^' among  the  several  States."  Con- 
gress have  no  right  to  make  any  reflation  which 
applies  only  to  one  or  two  States ;  it  must  be  gen- 
ersil  amon^  the  whole;  all  must  share  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages  of  the  r^j^tion,  whatever 
they  may  be.  Partial  regulations  of  commerce 
was  precisely  the  evil  which  the  power  vested  in 
the  Concress  was  intended  to  guard  a^inst.  It 
was  easuy  foreseen,  if  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  State  and  State  were  lef%  to  the  State  au- 
thorities, that,  by  means  of  local  regulatioiis,  or 
improper  contributions  levied  on  the  transportation 
of  merchandise  through  its  territory,  any  one  State 
might  materially  interfere  with  the  legitmiate  com- 
merce of  another ;  these  would  naturaUy  lead  to 
counteracting  measures  by  the  other  State,  and,  in 
this  manner,  combinations  and  collisions,  rainoas 
to  the  interests  of  all,  would  follow. 

The  prevention  of  these  evils  was  the  principal 
object  of  giving  the  power  to  the  Qeneral  €rovem- 
ment.*  It  is  a  power  in  a  common  Government, 
for  a  common  benefit;  and  the  same  regulation 
must  be  applied  to  all  the  States  equally.  It  was 
intended  to  secure  to  the  citizens  of  every  State 
the  right  of  carrying  their  merchandise  when  and 
wheresoever  thor  interests  dictated,  without  inter- 
ruption from  the  conflicting  views  of  any  other 
State ;  it  could  never  hare  been  the  design  to  pro- 
hibit entirely  the  carrying  of  merchandise  from 
one  State,  or  from  any  of  the  States,  into  one  par- 
ticular State.  Such  an  idea  is  at  once  repoled 
by  the  fifUi  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article^  which  provides  that  *'  no  preference 

<  shall  be  given,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or 
'  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 

<  another."  As  connected  with  this  part  of  the 
subject,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  power  is 
to  ^  regulate  commerce,"  not  to  abolish  or  prdiibit 
it  altogether.  I  will  not  deny  that  Congress  may, 
when  any  public  occasion  requires  it,  suspend  the 
commercial  intercourse  "  amoi^  the  several  States" 
for  a  limited  time,  but  I  do  insist,  that  any  law 
which  should  prohibit  it  forever  would  be  uncon- 
stitutional. Will  any  gentleman  contend  that 
Congress  have  power  to  say  that  the  State  of 
Gkorgia  should  never  hereafter  send  rice,  which  is 
eletfrly  an  article  of  commeice,  into  the  State  of 
Missouri,  or  compel  the  people  of  the  latter  State 
to  agree,  by  an  irrevocable  ordinalice,  never  to  ad- 
mit the  article  of  rice  to  be  received  into  her  State 
from  any  other  part  of  the  Union  1  And  if  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  d^iends 


the  Federal  Government  to  regulate  all  our  con-  [     *  Bee  the  43d  namber  of  the 
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upon  tke  right  to  regnfaue  eomaieree,  it  miist  be 
beoBUse  they  are  artides  of  eommeree ;  and,  there- 
fore, like  every  other  article  of  a  commercial  na- 
ture. A«ain,  sir,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
mast  apply  only  to  an  intercourse  purely  commer- 
oial,  and  to  articles  used  and  transported  in  the 
way  of  commerce.  All  articles  of  household  fur- 
niture, and  implements  of  affriculture,  may  be  used 
in  the  way  of  commerce;  &ey  are  60  when  they 
are  bought  and  sold,  or  carnedabout  for  sale ;  but 
they  cannot  be  so  considered  when  they  are  carried 
by  their  pr(xaietor  for  his  own  ose,  when  he  nleases 
to  remove  mmi  one  State  into  another ;  such  a  re- 
moval would  form  no  part  of  the  commerce  among 
the  States.  Nor  will  it,  I  apprehend,  be  preteaded 
that  the  General  Government  could,  in  such  a  case, 
prevent  the  removal  j  because  the  Constitution  se- 
cures him  equal  privileges  in  every  State;  and 
they  would  have  as  httle  -power  to  prevent  him 
from  taking  his  property  with  him,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  regulating  ^  commerce  among  the  several 
States."  The  rinit  of  removing  necessarily  in- 
dudes  the  right  of  carrying  one's  family  and  prop- 
erty with  him.  Sir,  the  slave  is  in  n6  greater  de- 
ffice  an  article  of  commerce,  when  his  owner,  in 
his  iransit  from  one  Slate  into  another  for  agricul- 
tund  purposes,  takes  him,  as  a  part  of  his  property, 
to  assist  m  working  his  land,  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  his  fhmily,  or  any  other  lirtide  of  his  prop- 
erty. He  does  not  carry  hnn  as  an  Article  of  com- 
merce ;  there  is  no  buying  or  selling  in  the  case. 
This  amendment,  however,  applies  to  this  as  well 
as  the  instances  of  transportatioa  for  purposes  of 
sale.  But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  obliged  to  admit  that  the  term 
*'  iomorCation"  cannot  apply  to  intercourse  between 
the  States ;  since  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on  such  importation,  and  the  Constitution  ex- 
ptetaXy  provides,  that  «*no  tax  or  dutyshiill  belaid 
on  articles  exported  from  any  State."  Wow,  sir, 
imnortation  may  be  by  hind  as  well  as  by  water ; 
ana  you  could  ^noL  at  any  period,  either  before  or 
itfter  the  year  1808,  impose  any  tax  upon  the  ex- 
portation from  a  Btate.  The  gentleman's  argu- 
ment, then,  involves  him  in  this  inconsistency — 
that  though  Congress  cannot  at  any  time  impose 
any  duty  on  artides  exported  from  any  State,  they 
may  prevent  their  exportation  altogether ;  or  that, 
though  you  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves  from  State  to  Stale  by  l&nd, 
you  have  no  power  whatsoever  over  them  if  car- 
ried by  water ;  or  that,  though  importation  and 
migration  both  be  means  of  carrying  on  commerce, 
yet,  under  the  general  power  to  rebate  that  com- 
mer^  you  may  abolish  one  but  not  the  other! 
Again,  sir,  it  has  never  ^been  denied  that  the  power 
in  Congress  to  regidate  eommeree  is  an  exclusive 
power-^the  States  cannot  exercise  it ;  and.  there- 
fore, if  the  right  to  prevent  the  removal  or  slaVes 
from  one  State  to  another  is  a  part  of  this  power, 
it  must  of  course  be  exclusive.  And  yet,  sir,  we 
see  that  all  the  Slates  have  constantly  made  their 
own  regulations  upon  this  subject.  I  have  already 
fehown  you,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  eiroressly  recognises  their  right  to  do  so; 
their  unifonn  practice  has  given  a  contempora- 


neous construction  to  theinstnnnent,  by-exoei^ 
the  power  ever  since  its  adoption ;  and  if  a  coh 
trary  doctrine  should  now  prevail.  aJl  those  shre 
who  have  been  hitherto  declared  nree,  hynasemf 
a  violation  of  any  State  re^^nlation,  are  yet  ^t«. 
and  mav  be  reclaimed  by  ttieir  owners !  But  it  e 
impossible  that  such  a  doctrine  can  ever  prevail. 

It  appears  to  me,  then,  Mr.  dudmsan,  that  tk 
right  contended  for  cannot  be  derived  fiom  di? 

S)wer  to  regulate  eonnerce  anKMi^  the  seven} 
tales;  and  therefore  that  the  power,  "w^idi ims 
restrained  until  the  year  1808,  was  that  of  prereat- 
iag  the  migration  or  importation  of  pienoas  hmi 
foreign  countries  only.  It  'would  lie  very  a- 
material,  in  the  present  argument,  nvheiler  the 
Word  persons  related  to  slaves  only,  or  tofrMDea  as 
well  as  slaves;  I  believe,  however,  it  relatesioWth. 

In  a  j  ust  inlMprelalion  of  this  clause^  we  arekoad 
to  assign  toeachword'a  distinct  meaning,  to sofpoie 
dial  each  had  a  definite  object,  and  that  neither  wis 
used  unnecessarily.  If  both  ^'  migration'*  and  "  im- 
portation" be  applied  to  slaves,  one^wonld  bewhofiy 
useless^  The  word  "  importation''  would  enbatt 
every  possible  means  by  winch  slaves  could  be  in- 
troduced into  the  country  against  their  will,  as  it 
would  every  means  by  which  ttktj  coidd  be  lemovid 
from  one  State  into  another.  iVe  see,  moteover. 
that,  upon  the  importation  only,  the  imposttioB  ef 
a  tax  or  duty  is  authorized,  and^  if  slaves  etx  m- 
mte  at  all,  they  do  so  as  well  when  coming  Mker 
from  a  foreign  country^,  a$  in  going  fromSlrte to 
State,  and  it  is  therelore  unreascHiable  to  sappoK 
that  while  it  was  the  evident  policj  and  inUcniian 
to  prevent  their  coming  in  at  aU,  the  ^  importaUcir 
only  would  be  obstructed,  and  their  '^migTaiHa'* 
left  free  and  unrestricted. 

But,  sir,  the  "word  "mtgtution"  cannot  appk«> 
the  forcible  or  involuntary  removal  of  a  slare  from 
any  State,  foreign  or  domestic.  It  is  ^  Tohin- 
taiV  act  of  a  fr^e  a^ent ;  and  a  slaTe  has  no  such 
will,  and  is  no  sucli  agent ;  he  is  snbject  to  tfee 
will  of  a  master,  by  whom  all  his  actions  are  cob- 
trolled.  It  is,  moreover,  a  right,  so  defined  by  aJi 
the  best  writei^  on  the  subject ;  it  is  the  ri^r  of 
quitting  one's  country,  and  of  going  into  another 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth  and  happiness,  and,  accord- 
img  to  the  principles  of  our  republican  form  of 
government,  it  is  inalienable.  But,  will  it  be  ore- 
tended  that  the  i^ve  has  any  such  right,  wW 
we  have  seen  that,  in  the  only  mstanee  in  which 
he  voluntarily  leaves  his  masterhs  service,  he  is 
compelled,  in  defiance  of  alt  the  municipal  re^fula- 
tions  of  other  Stales,  to  be  reclaimed  ?  No^str,  he 
has  no  such  right ;  he  never  cimnges  his  rrsidenee, 
but  under  the  compulsion  of  a  power  he  dare  not 
resist.  It  is  no  exercise  of  a  right,  when  Oie  un- 
happy stave  is  takm  by  his  owner  from  place  to 
place — ^he  obeys  a  hard  fate  which' he  cannot  ccb- 
trol,  and  he  can,  with  no  more  propriety,  be  sud 
to  migrate,  than  the  exile  who  is  driven  from  his 
frunily  ana  home,  into  inrolunta^  banishment. 

The  term  "mimtion,''  as  here  used,  is  ahoa 
general  one,  and  nas  rdation  to  the  govemmeai 
by  which  it  is  to  be  controlled.  Its  true  ^taMaaog 
is  that  of  quitting  their  own  country,  and  of  re- 
moving beyond  ih^  jurisdiction  of  the  Oovenuncnt  *, 
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its  meafting  is  preeifle  and  technical.    Therefore, 
though  a  man  may  change  his  residence,  so  long 
as  he  remains  under  the  GoTemment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  does  not  migrate,  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitttdon.    When  a  man  remoTes  from  one 
county  to  another  of  the  same  State,  he  cannot 
be  said  to  hare  migrated  in  relation  to  that  State, 
nor  can  he  be  said  to  migrate  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  when  he  removes  from  one  State 
to  another  in  the  Union.    He  is  still  in  the  same 
country,  still  undar  the  same  jurisdiction  and  laws, 
enjoying  equal  rights,  and  liable  to  the  same  obli- 
gations ;  he  is  stHl  a  citizen,  nay,  an  inhabitant  of 
ue  United  States,  and  the  protecting  arm  of  the 
Constitution  shields  and  conducts  him  wherever  he 
goes ;  he  is  not  an  emigrant,  until  he  has  turned  his 
back  upon  his  country,  and  quired  its  jurisdiction. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  words,  as  used,  be  in 
any  degree  ambiguous,  we  are  bound  to  consider 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Constitution 
was  adopted,  and  the  object  which  was  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  restrictive  clause.    It  is  clear  that 
the  General  Government  possessed  the  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  restrict  the  "  importation" 
of  slaves  from  abroad,  either  as  incident  to  their 
general  powers,  or  to  the  particular  power  to  regu- 
Mte  commerce  with  foreign  nations.    It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  equally  clear  that  they  also  possessed  the 
power  of  prohibiting  the  migration  offoreign  free- 
men, under  particular  circumstances.    It  has  been 
already  shown  that  all  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
mtioDs  is  peculiarly  under  the  oontrol  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  to  which  the  ri^ht  of  regulating 
or  preventing  foreign  emigration  is  necessarily  in- 
cident ;  if  it  were  otherwise,  any  single  State,  by 
opening  its  ports  to  foreign  emigration,  might  let 
in  a  populaUon  to  any  extent,  and  against  the  evi- 
dent ^iicy  and  interests  of  all  the  others.    At  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  however,  the  States 
being  in  their  infancy,  it  was  their  policy  to  en- 
courage emigration  from  abroad,  and,  as  its  inter- 
ruption has  neen  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint 
against  the  British  Crovernment,  it  was  natural 
tl^t  th  e  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  should 
be  placed  under  some  restraint  in  this  respect. 

The  year  1808,  was,  I  imagine,  agreed  upon,  in 
consequence  of  the  compromise  upon  the  other 
point.  A  consideration  of  the  object  of  the  com- 
promise will  leave  no  room  for  doubt  It  related 
to  the  increase  of  population,  either  of  freemen  or 
slaves,  from  abroad.  The  Constitution  had  pro- 
vided, that  three-fifths  of  the  sl^ve  population 
should  be  enumerated  in  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, which  would  have  been  constantly  augment- 
ing, by  the  importation  from  abroad,  beyond  the 
natural  increase  of  this  species  of  population,  and 
it  became,  therefore,  a  matter  of  compromise,  upon 
the  mere  point  of  time,  for  which  the  importation 
should  be  tolerated.  But  this  concession  could 
not  have  been  made  without  a  similar  license  to 
the  emigration  of  free  persons  in  ikvor  of  the 
northern  and  non-slaveholding  States,  and  thus 
the  aftaii  was  adjusted  by  allowing  the  same  pe- 
riod to  each.  The  essence  of  this  compromise  oe- 
ing  entirely  an  afiair  of  time,  leaves  no  doubt  as  to 
its  meaning.    It  was  to  prevent  th$  premature  as- 


cendency in  the  South,  by  an  undue  increase  of 
this  population,  an  object  which  would  have  been 
as  effectually  promoted  by  the  dispersion  of  the 
slaves  among  the  other  States,  as  by  inhibitinjg^ 
their  introduction  from  abroad,  for,  in  case  of  their 
diffusion,  the  North  would  acquire  their  share  of 
the  numbers,  and  so  the  representation  would  be 
equalized. 

That  this  clause  had  no  sort  of  reference  to  a 
power  to  prevent  the  removal  of  slaves  from  State 
to  State  is  further  evident,  from  the  important  con- 
sideration that,  previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution,<each  State  itself  possessed  the  undoubted 
authority  to  prohibit  the  bringing  of  slaves  from 
any  other  State.  It  is,  therefore,  extremely  im- 
probable Uiat,  with  all  the  jealoii^  and  hostility 
of  the  Northern  States  upon  this  subject,  they 
should  hare  called  in  the  aid  of  the  General  Gk>v- 
emment  to  accomplish  what  they  eould  do  with- 
out it,  and  thus  weaken  their  own  power,  by  con- 
fiding it  to  councils  who  had  an  interest  in  encour- 
aging what  they  desired  to  abolish.  It  is  impos- 
sSAe,  sir,  to  resist  this  construction,  when  in  aid 
of  it,  are  arrayed  the  acts  and  practice  of  all  the 
States,  from  the  establishment  or  the  General  Gov- 
empent  up  to  the  present  day.  Sir,  it  is  a  power 
which  can  be  safely  exited  only  by  the  individual 
States  themselves;  they  never  will,  and  never 
ought  to  submit  to  its  exercise  by  the  Greneial 
Government. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  consumed  so  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  the  Constitutional 
question,  I  have  not  the  power,  if  I  possessed  the 
inclination,  to  enter  into  a  consideration  of  the 
expediency  of  this  amendment.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  know  that  the  'Constitution  forbids  me  to 
adopt  it,  though  lam  free  to  acknov^edgje  that  the 
estanlishment  of  a  precedent  for  interfering  in  the 
formation  of  State  constitutions  is  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous character.  But  surely,  sir,  our  right  ou^ht 
to  be  very  clear,  before  we  pursue  it  in  a  ease  like 
the  present.  It  involves  consequences  of  too  seri- 
ous a  nature  to  be  hazarded  upon  a  doubtful  power. 
It  is  worse  than  an  attempt  to  legislate  in  a  case 
in  which  your  power  was  ambiguous,  and  in 
which  your  authority  could  be  examined,  and  sus- 
tained, or  overniled,  by  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
the  nation,  which  are  the  common  arbiters  of  us 
all.  It  forces  an  odious  measure  upon  an  unwil- 
ling people,  in  a  form  which  leaves  them  no  redress 
in  any  pacific  course.  'If  they  do  not  tamely  sub- 
mit to  the  restriction,  you  must  either  ignomini- 
ously  abandon  or  impose  it  by  force.  Impose  it, 
sir!  No.  But  make  the  hazardous  attempt  to 
enforce  its  imposition.  I  will  not  enumerate^the 
effects  of  such  a  conflict.  I  pray  Heaven  it  may 
never  happen ;  but  I  wiU  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  object  is  not  worth  the  conflict. 

Sir,  I  invite  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  present 
state  of  the  puUic  councils,  and  consider  whether 
they  do  not  hazard  their  whole  object  by  persist- 
ing in  a  measure  so  repugnant  to  the  aruent  feel- 
ings of  at  least  one  moiety  of  this  Empire,  and  so 
much  opposed  to  the  Constitutional  views  of  many 
of  the  mends  of  the  avowed  policy.  It  is  a  con- 
sid^ation  to  which  a  statesman  is  Douad  to  look. 
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If  actuated  by  motives  of  humanity  and  the  public 
peace,  he  would  be  c]:iminal  to  disregard  it.  We 
see  it  ascertained,  beyond  doubt,  that  the  Senate 
will  not  consent  to  this  restriction;  and  that,  if 
we  i)ersist  in  it.  they  will  not  unite,  even  in  any 
Territorial  regulation.  The  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  Western  country  will  remain  free.  Those 
who  desire  to  send  this  property  there  for  sale  will 
•be  stimulated  to  do  so  without  delay ;  the  market 
4here  will  rise  in  apprehension  of  tne  future  acts 
of  Congress ;  dealers  and  settlers  will  take  advan- 
tage of  It ;  and  thus  slavery  will  become  too  deeplv 
rooted  to  yi^ld  to  any  means  of  extirpation  whicn 
future  councils  may  employ.  In  the  meantime, 
too,  public  excitement  increases;  evil  men  seize 
upon  the  occasion  to  promote  their  designs ;  local 
prejudices  spring  up;  and  the  spirit  of  jealousy 
and  discord  is  raised  in  all  ^ts  of  the  country, 
which  they  who  engender  will  be  wholly  unable 
to  allay  or  direct.  But  if,  consulting  the  present 
state  of  things,  gentlemen  wUl  yield  something  to 
a  spirit  of  harmonv  and  mutual  interests,  we  may 
now  put  this  unpleasant  subject  to  sleep  forever. 
The  people  of  Missouri  will  enter  the  Union  with 
their  rignts  unimpaired,  and  their  feeling  undis- 
turbed ;  devoted  to  your  institutions,  and  inspired 
with  full  confidence  in  your  justice  and  generos- 
ity^.  The  territorial  soil  will  then  be  unpolluted 
with  slavery.  Its  introduction  in  regard  to  that 
being  prohibited,  much  the  largest  portion  of  the 
Western  world  will  be  peopled  by  a  population 
unfiriendly  to  slavery;  and  when  they  come  to  frame 
their  State  constitutions,  preparatory  to  their  fu- 
ture admission  into  the  Union»  they  will  volun- 
tarily form  them  in  conformity  with  their  habits 
and  principles.  For,  I  desire  to  be  understood  as 
denying  the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  any 
regulation  for  a  Territory,  which  can  be  binding 
upon  the  people  against  tneir  consent,  when  they 
come  to  make  their  constitution,  and  aAer  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  I  sanctify  no  irrevoca- 
ble ordinances;  but  their  Territorial  regulations 
will  accomplish  the  object,  by  creating  a  popula- 
tion whose  interests  it  will  oe  voluntaruy  to  adopt 
the  restriction.  In  this  way,  too,  Missouri  wul 
be  seated  in  the  midst  of  non-slaveholding  States, 
and  the  force  of  public  sentiment  will  soon  lead  to 
the  emancipation  of  her  present  slave  population. 
For  the  accomplishment  >of  all  these  objects,  gen- 
tlemen are  called  upon  merely  to  abstain  from  the 
assumption  of  a  doubtful  power  over  a  resisting 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Union  of  these  States  is  the 
production  of  the  spirit  of  harmony  and  compro- 
mise. Do  we  remember  how  much  our  fathers 
surrendered  to  compose,  and  shall  we  refuse  to 
surrender  any  thing  to  preserve  it  ?  It  was  founded 
in  common  confidence  and  for  common  benefits ; 
it  mi^t  be  cherished  by  a  common  afiection  and 
forbearance,  or  it  will  scarcely  survive  the  hands 
wliich  planted  it.  The  founders  of  this  Union 
had  their  own  advantag^e  ajid  the  welfare  of  their 
children  to  recommend  its  adoption ;  we  have  our 
interests,  the  welfare  of  our  posterity,  and  the  duty 
we  owe  to  those  who  transmitted  it  to  us  to  per- 
petuate its  blessings.    Shall  it  be  said  that  we  will 


not  sacrifice  one  prejudice  on  the  altar  of  ik 
Union  for  its  jM'eservation,  when  they  offered  s: 
thousands  to  rear  it  ?  They  not  only  tolerated  tk 
existing  slavery,  but,  in  the  spirit  ot  mutual  eoe- 
promise,  consented  to  its  augmentation  from  abctad 
for  twenty  years !  We  are  only  required  to  \es^ 
undbturbed  that  which  they  entailed  upon  us;  bit. 
sir,  we  are  merely  required  to  abstam  from  o- 
croBching  upon  tne  rights  of  the  peo|de,  and,  a 
doing  So,  multiply  the  chances  of  emancipaiioe. 
and  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  slave. 

Sir,  if  the  cause  of  this  restriction  upca  the 
people  of  Missouri  is  deaf  to  all  these  cons^iden- 
tions,  and  stubbornly  sacrifices  all  rather  cba 
yield  a  part,  I  pronounce  it  an  unholy  and  u  ofi- 
profitable  cause.  It  carries  no  peace  to  tk  ksm 
of  the  enslaved  African  now  on  your  skvei;  it 
neither  casts  off  his  fetters  nor  lightens  Ids  bar- 
den.  Pass  this  restriction,  and  his  chains  aie  tit- 
etted  as  tight  as  ever ;  his  doom  is  fixed  as  irren^ 
cably;  nay,  more  so  than  before.  It  maysem 
however,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  foment  political  cafaak, 
and  promote  the  unhallowed  views  of  the  ambi- 
tious and  desiring.  I  do  not  say  that  such  ws 
its  object  in  its  origin ;  I  sun  sure  it  was  nol; 
and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  gentleman  oei 
this  floor  who  could  be  the  tool  in  snch  an  is- 
trigue.  But  may  there  not  be  men  out  of  ths 
House  who  would  avail  themselves  of  such  a  iisk 
of  public  excitement  to  accomplish  the  possession 
of  power?  Sir,  may  there  not  be  men  out  of  this 
House  who  are  now  adding  to  the  impetus  wkich 
this  subject  has  received  for  such  a  purpose.  Gen- 
tlemen will  remember  that  theolnects  of  ulub^r- 
tious  man  are  generally  more  than  half  accom- 
plished beibre  he  is  willing  to  arow  them.  I  will 
not  say  that  there  are  such»  but  I  will  say,  if  there 
are,  they  are  unworthy  of  any  public  trust  m  tiiis 
nation.  Nor,  sir,  will  they  have  much  reason  to 
rejoice  in  their  triumph  should  they  be  soccessfoL 
No  political  power  can  be  permanent  in  this  coon- 
try  which  shall  be  founded  on  local  jealousy  sad 
geographical  distinction.  Public  honors,  to  \t 
durable,  must  be  won  by  public  serrices  and  dis- 
tinguished merit;  they  must  be  soug^ht  through 
the  affectionate  confidence  of  a  virtuous  and  intel- 
ligent community ;  they  must  be  the  offspring  d 
public  gratitude  for  public  worth.  Power  ac- 
quired in  any  other  veay  will  not  be  worth  posses- 
sing. He  wno  acquires  it  by  these  dirisicms  and 
dbtinctions  will  not  lie  upon  a  bed  of  roses ;  his 
honors  will  be  worn  by  a  fretful  if  not  a  crimiaal 
brow,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  discontented  and  de- 
tracted empire.  He  will  come  to  the  cocmcils  of 
a  people  disordered  by  intestine  feuds,  with  fe^ 
in^  embittered  by  the  recollection  of  domestic 
strife;  his  triumph  would  be  as  evanescent  as  un> 
comfortable.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  it  will  be  weS 
for  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  there  are  net 
men  who  will  not  take  advantage  of  the  present 
agitation  to  engender  all  this  mischief.  Sir,  d 
there  should  be  one  such,  it  is  our  duty  to  defest 
his  machinations ;  he  is  unworthy  our  confidence; 
sir,  he  sits  a  cormorant  in  the  tree  of  life, 

** devising  death 

To  them  who  live." 
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When  Mr.  MgLanb  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  rose  and  expressed  a  wish 
to  address  the  Committee  ob  tlie  highly  important 
question  before  it ;  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
prevented  his  asking  its  attention  this  afternoon ; 
and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  February  8. 

The  Speaiusr  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  StatcL  of  the  persons  appointed  to 
publish  the  acts,  resolutions,  and  treaties,  passed 
and  ratified  during  the  fourteenth  and  fii'teenth 
Congresses,  and  such  as  may  be  passed  and  ratified 
during  the  present  session,  together  with  the  natties 
of  their  respective  newsjiapers,  and  the  places 
'where  they  are  printed^  with  the  expense  thereof; 
which  was  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  ha^e  been  referred  the  pe- 
tition and  documents  of  John  McGrew,  Richard 
Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley*  Cheney,  made 
report  thereon,  accompanied  witn  a  bill  lor  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  ascertaining'  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims 
to  lands  within  the  Territory  of  IVfichigan ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Market  McKenzie,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morTow. 
Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  24th 
of  December  last,  recommending  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress  the  case  of  the  Danish  brig- 
antine  Henrick  and  her  carjgo,  made  report  th^eon 
adverse  to  the  allowance  oithe  claim ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  20th  day  of  April,  1818.  entitled  *An  act  sup- 
I^ementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,' 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,"  and  "An 
act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statute  of  Greorge 
Washington,"  were  severally  read  %ice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  MeaQis. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon^"  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  which  he  moved  yesterday,  to  dis- 
pense with  all  other  business  pending  the  question 
on  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union ;  and 


proceeded  to  support  this  course  by  soma  remarks 
on  the  magnitude  of  this  question,  pregnant,  as  he 
believed,  with  the  fate  of  the  Union,  and  the  issue 
of  which  the  people,  of  the  South  and  West,  par- 
ticularly, awaited  with  the  deepest  anxiety ;  but, 
the  yeas  and  nays  bein^  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  on  the  question  of  considering  the  res- 
olution— 

Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  withdrew  the  resolution, 
with  the  avowal  that  he  would  offer  it  on  to-mor- 
row— not  wishing  at  present  to  prevent  the  House 
from  resuming  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question,  for  which  it  appeared  pre- 
pared. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  this  bill — the  restrictive  amendment 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee  nearly  four  hours  against  the  right  and 
expediency  of  the  proposed  restriction. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant  (who,  according  to  the  usage,  has  pri- 
ority of  claim  to  the  floor  to-morrow ;)  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednbsdat,  February  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  federal  courts,  for  the 
Ohio  district,  to  hold  their  future  sessions  at  Cb- 
lumbus,  the  seat  of  government,  instead  of  Chili- 
cothe.  ^ 

Mr.  Herrick  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz  : 

JRuolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofpronding 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  CommiMionera  to  view, 
survey,  and  mark  a  road,  as  a  continuation  of  the 
national  road,  from  Wheeling  to  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  thence  to  the  contemplated  seat 
of  government  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  thence  to 
St  Charles,  on  the  Missouri,  on  the  nearest  and  best 
ground. 

Resohedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  through 
which  the  said  road  may  pass;  and  authorize  the  appro- 
priation of  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  eac  h 
unappropriated  section  through  which  it  may  pass,  to 
the  opening  and  improving  of  the  same. 

The  question  was  then  stated.  "  Will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  saiu  resolution  ?"  and, 
being  put,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holdinje;  the 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania;  An  act  confirming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  De- 
lisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef ; 
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in  which  biils  they  nsk  the  conctirrenoe  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  ofiered  by  him  on  Monday,  in  sub- 
stance to  suspend  all  other  business  of  the  House, 
pending  the  consideration  of  the  question  (now 
under  discussion)  concerning  the  admission  of  Mis^ 
souri  into  the  Union  with  or  without  restriction — 
but  the  House  re^ued,  by  a  large  majority,  to  con- 
sider tiie  resolution. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  TERRIT0RIE8. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

Resolved,  hv  the  Senate  and  House  of  JUpresenta" 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assemlied.  That  there  thall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
volottlaiy  cervitude  io  any  of  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
erimec  whei^of  the  party  shall  have  been  daly  convict- 
ed :  Prwidsdj  That  this  abali  not  be  conatrtted  to  alter 
the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person  now  held 
to  aenrice  or  labor  in  the  said  territories. 

Besoived,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  territories  of  the  United 
States,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  effectaatly  preventing 
the  further  extension  of  slavery,  each  territory,  when 
authorized  by  Congress  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  shall,  by  express  provision  in  their 
constitution,  prohibit  tnvoluntary  servitude  or  slavery, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes. 

Mr.  Nelson^  of  Yireinia,  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
whi^h  was  now  considering  the  Missouri  bill.  It 
was  entitled  to  serious  consideration,  as  it  affected 
the  important  question  now  under  discussion.  He 
conceived  this  not  the  proper  mode  of  bringing  up 
the  question ;  it  should  be  in  the  usual  form  of  an 
act,  which  should  go  through  the  several  forms, 
while,  as  a  resolution,  introduced  to-day  to  be  de- 
cided to-monrow,  it  would  not  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity for  discussing  its  merits. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  in  support  of  his  resolutions, 
that  it  was  well  known  to  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  decided,  (on  the  2d  day  of  February,)  bv  a 
majority  of  almost  two-thirds  of  that  body,  that 
the  proposed  restriction  should  not  be  inserted 
in  the  "  IhU  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union }"  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  already  consumed  two  weeks  in 
discussing  the  same  question  i  that  further  disous- 
aon  wouid  be  a  useless  waste  of  time  and  money, 
as  the  expenses  of  Congress  exceeded  $2,000  per 
day ;  that  no  possible  ^ood  could  result  from  the 
discussion ;  that  Constitutional  doubts  on  the  sub- 
lect  were  insuperable.  He  further  remarked,  that 
nis  object  in  proposing  the  resolutions  was  to  pre- 
vent a  furthd  discussion,  to  relieve  the  subject  from 
Constitutional  doubts,  and  to  afford  the  friends  of 
restriction  an  opportunity  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery  in  all  the  territories  over  which 
Congress  had  an  undoubted  right  to  legisdate,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  more  efiectuaily  j)re- 
vent  the  extension  of  slavery  than  the  restriction 
proposed  in  the  bill,  because,  if  slaves  were  exclu- 
ded during  the  settlement  or  a  territory,  it  would 
never  be  permitted  when  the  territory  should  become 


a  State,  and  instaaoed  partienlarty  Ohio,  Isdon. 
and  Illinois ;  and  closed  his  remarics  by  obserriB|. 
no  man  detests  slavery  more  than  I  do ;  few  of  ek 
members  of  this  House,  and  perhaps  not  one.  hx^ 
seen  slavery  in  its  most  hideous  forms.  1, 5ir.  hs%i 
seen  the  miserable  Africans  on  board  the  slate 
shin,  and  landed,  and  sold  in  market  like  beasts. 
and  cruelly  lacerated  by  their  inhuman  nepc 
drivers,  in  the  West  Indies ;  and,  sir,  no  genllama 
would  go  further  to  prevent  the  inhuman  traffic, 
or  the  extension  of  the  evil,  if  I  could  believe  Coa- 
gress  possessed  the  power ;  but,  sir,  ire  shouM  re- 
member, our  power  is  deleipated  power ;  and  if 
the  Constitution  does  not  gnre  us  this  power,  we 
do  not  possess  it. 

Mr.  Khba  hoped  the  resolutions  woi^  be  jud 
on  the  table  until  the  great  question  now  Move  the 
Committee  should  be  decided.  GrentkmcB -Fse 
determined  to  discuss  it,  and  decide  upon  it;  «ad 
he  hoped  no  proposition  would  be  received  to  in- 
terfere with  that  discussion.  Mr.  R.'s  modoa  to 
lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table  prevailed;  aid 
they  were  laid  on  the  table  accordingly. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Hous^  then  resumed,  in  Commi liee  of  dbr 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  the  r- 
strietive  amendment  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Serqbant,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  tbe 
Chair  as  follows :  The  important  qu»tioB  sow 
before  the  Comraitlee  has  already  engaged  tk  best 
talents  and  commanded  the  deepest  attatioaof 
the  Qation.  What  the  people  strongly  kA,  it  is 
natural  that  they  should  freely  express;  aadnhe- 
ther  this  is  done  b)r  pamphlets  and  essays,  by  die 
resolutions  of  meetings  of  citizens,  or  by  the  votes 
of  State  Legislatures,  it  is  equally  legttiaMte.  aad 
entitled  to  respect  as  the  voice  of  the  pMic  opon 
a  great  and  interesting  public  mensure.  The  tree 
expression  of  opinion  is  one  of  the  rights  guana- 
tied  by  the  Constitution,  and,  in  a  Government 
like  ours,  it  is  an  invaluable  right.  It  has  sot, 
therefore,  been  without  some  surfn-ise  and  coneen 
that  I  have  heard  it  complained  of,  and  even  ca- 
sured^  in  this  debate.  One  mCTuber  suggests  to  as 
tha't,  m  the  excitement  which  prevails/m  di^eias 
the  efforts  of  what  he  has  termed  an  ''  expiriag 
|Mirty,"  aiming  to  re-establish  itself  in  the  posses- 
sion of  power,  and  has  spoken  of  a  '^  jc^gier  be- 
hind the  scene."  He  surely  has  not  reflected  upoD 
the  magnitude  of  the  principle  contended  for.  (s 
he  would  have  perceived  at  once  the  utter  iosi^- 
mfi<»nce  of  all  objects  of  factious  and  party  con- 
test when  compared  with  the  mighty  intoests  it 
involves.  It  concerns  ages  to  come,  and  millions 
to  be'  born.  We,  who  are  here,  our  dissensions 
and  cottfliflb,  are  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in 
the  comparison ;  and  I  cannot  weU  conceive  tint 
any  man  who  b  capable  of  raising  his  view  to 
the  elevation  of  this  ereat  question  could  suddenly 
bring  it  down  to  the  Tow  and  paltry  considerftticB 
of  party  interests  and  pvty  motives. 

Another  member,  (Mr.  McLane,)  taking  indeed 
a  more  liberal  ground,  has  warned  us  aeamst  so- 
bitious  and  designing  men,  who,  he  ^inks^  viU 
always  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  occaaoas 
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«f  popular  excitement,  to  momit  into  power  upon 
the  ruin  of  our  GoTemment,  and  the  destruction 
of  our  Ubertiei.    Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  what  is 
cafied  popiriar  excitement-^-all  history  teaches  us 
that  reYolutions  are  not  the  work  of  men,  but  of 
time  and  circumstances,  and  a  long  train  of  pre- 
aavation.    Men  do  .not  produce  them ;  they  are 
vrought  on  by  corruption  j  they  are  generated  in 
the  quiet  and  stillness  of  apathy^  and  to  my  mind 
aothing  eoold  present  a  more  frightful  indication 
-than  public  indmerence  to  such  a  question  as  this. 
it  is  not  by  rigciroiisly  maintaining  rreat  moral 
Md  political  principles,  in  their  puftty,  that  we 
incur  the  danger.    If  gentlemen  are  sincerely  de- 
sirous to  pernetuate  the  blessings  of  that  free  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  lire,  I  wottld  advise 
ihem  to  apply  thdr  exertions  to  the  preservation 
^  public  and  private  virtae,  upon  wnioh  its  ex- 
istence, I  had  almost  said,  entirely  depends.    As 
long  as  this  is  preserved  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 
When  this  shall  be  lost ;  when  luxury,  and  vice, 
and  corruption,  shall  have  nsnrped  its  place,  then, 
indeed,  a  Government  resting  upon  the  people  for 
its  support  must  totter  and  decay,  or  yield  to  the 
designs  of  ambitious  and  aspiring  men. 

Another  member,  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
Committee  latiely  listened  with  so  much  attenticm, 
(Mr.  Clav,)  after  depicting  forcibly  and  eloquent^ 
what  he  deemed  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
mt>posed  amendment,  appealed,  emphatically^,  to 
Pennsylvania,  "  the  unambitious  Pennsylvania^^ 
the  keystone  of  the  federal  arch" — ^whether  sh^ 
would  concur  in  a  measure  calculated  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  Union.    Sir,  this  was  a  single 
arch;  it  is  rapidly  becondng  a  combination  of 
arches,  and  where  the  centre  now  is,  whether  in 
Kentucky  or  Pennsylvainia,  or  where,  at  any  given 
time  it  will  be,  nu^ht  be  very  difficult  to  tell. 
Pennsylvania  may  mdeed  be  styled  ^^unambi- 
tioBs,"  for  she  has  not  been  anxious  for  what  are 
cominonly  deemed  honors  and  distinctions,  nor 
eager  to  display  her  weight  and  importance  in  the 
a£irs  of  the  nation*    She  has,  nevertheless,  felt, 
and  still  does  feel,  bar  responsibility  to  the  Union, 
and  under  a  just  sense  of  her  duty  has  always  been 
faithful  to  its  interests,  under  every  vicissitude  and 
in  every  exigency.    But,  Pennsylvania  feels  also 
a  high  responsimlity  to  a  great  moral  principle, 
which  she  has  long  ago  adopted,  with  the  most 
impressive  solemnity,  for  the  rule  of  her  own  con- 
duct, and  which  she  stands  bound  to  assert  and 
maintain,  wherever  her  influence  and  power  can  be 
applied,  without  injury  to  the  just  rights  of  her 
sister  States. 

It  is  this  principle,  and  this  alone,  that  now 
governs  her  conduct.  She  holds  it  too  sacred  to 
suffer  it  to  be  debased  by  association  with  any 
party  or  foctious  views,  and  she  will  pursue  it  with 
the  singleness  of  heart,  and  with  the  firm  but  un- 
offending temper  whicn  belong  to  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  duty,  and  which,  I  hope  I  may  say, 
have  characterized  her  conduct  in  aU  her  reladons. 
If  any  one  desires  to  know  what  this  principle  is, 
he  shall  hear  it  in  the  language  of  Pennsylvania 
her^lf,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  her  act  of 
abolition  passed  in  the  year  1780.    I  read  it  not 


without  some  feelings  of  sincere  satisfiiction,  as 
abridged  by  a  foreign  writer,  with  his  introdnctoiy 
remark.    (7&  Belsham  23,  Memoirs  of  George  HI. ) 

**It  afibrdt  a  grateful  relief  fVom  the  sensations 
which  oppress  the  mind,  in  fislening  to  the  tale  of 
human  folly  and  wretchedness  to  retert  to  an  act  of 
the  moBt  exalted  philanthropy  paaied  about  this  pe- 
riod by  the  Legiflalure  of  Pen nsy  Wank,  to  the  Ml^ir- 
ing  purport :    *  When  we   contemplate  o«r  abbor- 
renoe  of  that  condition  to  whteh  the  anas  and  ^rranny 
of  Great  Britain  were  exerted  to  redooe  os;  wfaon 
we  look  badi  en  the  variety  of  dangers  to  whieh  we 
have  been  exposed,  and  delireraDcos  wroagbt;  when 
even  hope  and  fbrtitude  have  become  nneqaal  to  the 
contest,  we  conceive  it  to  be  oar  duty,  and  njoice 
that  it  is  in  our  power,  to  extend  a  portion  of  that 
freedom  to  others  which  has  been  extended  to  «s,  to 
add  one  more  step  to  universal  civilization,  by  remov- 
ing, as  much  as  possible,  the  sorrows  of  those  who 
have  lived  in  undeserved  bondage.     Weaned  by  a 
long  course  of  experience  from  those  narrow  preja* 
dices  and  partialities  we  had  imbibed,  we  conceive 
ourselves,  at  this  particular  period,  called  upon,  by 
the  blessings  we  have  received,  to  manifest  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  profession.    In  justice,  therefore,  to  per- 
sons who  baring  no  prospect  before  them  whereon 
thoy  may  rest  their  sorrows  and  their  hopes,  have  no 
reasonable  inducement  to  render  that  service  to  society 
which  otherwise  they  might,  and  also  in  grateful  com- 
memoration of  our  own  happy  deliverance  from  that 
state  of  uncondiltonai  submission  to  which  wo  were 
doomed  by  the  tyranny  of  Britain:   Be  it  enaeted. 
That  no  child  born  hereafler  shall  be  a  slavo,  dec." 

In  this  manner  did  Pennsylvania  express  her 
thankfulness  for  the  deliverance  that  had  boMi 
wrought  for  her,  and  I  am  confident  that  she  will 
never  incur  the  sin  and  the  danger  of  ingratitude. 

Stead&stly  as  Pennsylvania  holds  to  the  posi- 
tion here  taken,  she  will  not  ofilciously  ob^de 
her  opinions  upon  her  sister  States.  One  of  the 
grounds  df  her  rejoicing,  and  oncof  the  causes  of 
her  gratitude^  was,  that  "  She  had  it  in  her  power 
to  abolish  ^avery.''  She  will  not,  in  this  respect, 
presume  to  judge  for  others,  though  she  will  re- 
joice if  they  should  have  the  power,  and  feel  the 
mclination.  But,  whenever  the  question  presents 
itself,  in  a  case  were  she  has  a  n^ht  to  judge,  I 
trast  she  will  be  true  to  her  own  prmciples^  aiMi  do 
her  duty.  Such  I  take  to  be  the  case  now  before 
the  Conmiittee. 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  for  consider- 
ation three  questions--^at  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  that  which  arises  out  of  the 
treaty  of  Cession,  and^  finally,  that  which  is  termed 
the  question  of  expediency.  I  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  while  I  endeavor  to  examine 
them  in  the  order  stated. 

1.  We  are  about  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new 
Stffite,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  to  admit  that 
State  into  ^e  Union.  The  proposition  contained 
in  the  amendment  is,  in  substance,  to  enter  into  a 
compact  with  the  new  State,  at  her  formation, 
Tjrhich  shall  establish  a  fundamental  principle  of 
her  government,  not  to  be  changed  without  the 
consent  of  both  parties.  And  this  principle  is, 
IhtU  etery  humanheinfflwn  w  henafUt  mm^  tvttft- 
sa  ^  Smg  ^uOl  he  ftfie. 
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The  only  questions  under  the  Constitution  seem 
to  me  to  be,  whether  the  parties  are  competent  to 
make  a  compact,  and,  whether  they  can  make  such 
a  compact  1  If  they  cannot,  it  must  be  either  for 
want  of  power  in  the  parties  to  contract,  or  from 
the  nature  of  the  subject. 

It  cannot,  at  this  time  of  day,  be  denied  that  the 
United  States  have  power  to  contract  with  a  State, 
nor  that  a  State  has  power  to  contract  with  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  the  uniform  and  un- 
disputed practice,  both  before  and  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  There  are  numerous 
instances  of  cessions  of  territory,  or  -claims  to  ter- 
ritory, by  States,  to  the  Union.  By  New  York,  in 
1781 ;  by  Virginia,  in  1784,  and  in  1788;  by  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  1785 ;  by  Connecticut,  in  1786 ;  by 
South  Carolina,  in  1787 ;  hy  North  Carolina,  in 
1790 ;  and  by  Georgia,  in  1802.  The  last  men- 
tioned cession  is  the  more  remarkable  because  it 
was  made  by  a  formal  agreement  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Georgia,  in  which  the  stipulations 
on  each  side  are  stated  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  like  solemnity,  as  in  contracts  between 
individuals.  No  doubt  tney  were  considered,  and 
reallv  are,  of  equal  efficacy. 

Tnere  is  one  instance  of  a  cession  of  territory 
by  the  United  States  to  a  State,  that  ta  Pennsyf- 
yania,  in  September,  1778 ;  in  which,  also,  there 
are  mutual  stipulations. 

Each  of  these  instances  is  a  case  of  mutual  com- 
pact, by  which  there  was  a  surrender  of  a  portion 
of  power  and  soyereignty.  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
spective States.  By  which,  too,  there  were  terms 
mutually  agreed  upon.  The  most  strildng  is  that 
from  Vimnia,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  hereafter^  and  that  from  Georgia,  because  they 
both  contam  conditions  operating  as  a  restraint 
upon  the  iesislatiye  authority  of  the  United  States, 
binding  and  adhering  to  the  ceded  territory,  and 
fixing  the  terms  and  conditions  of  its  future  goy- 
emment.  So,  when  the  United  States,  soon  after 
the  State  of  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
enlarged  the  territory  of  that  State  by  a  cession,  it 
was  done  upon  conditions,  which  thenceforth  be- 
came obli^tory  upon  thfi  State. 

These  instances  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
United  States  and  a  Stale  are  competent  to  make 
9.  binding  compact.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  one  should  doubt  it.  The  States  have  capacity 
to  contract  with  each  other,  so  far  as  they  are  not 
xestrained  by  the  Constitution.  In  178o  a  com- 
pact was  made  between  Pennsylyania  and  Vir- 
ginia. There  was  a  cMnpact  between  Pennsylya- 
nia and  New  Jersey,  and  oetween  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  The  oxily  restraint  in  the  Constitu- 
tion Particle  first,  section  ten,  clause  two,)  is  that 
which  prohibits  States  from  entmng  into  any 
agreement  or  compact  with  each  other,  or  with  a 
foreign  Power,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ; 
and  this  prohibition,  from  its  very  nature,  admits 
that  they  may  enter  into  such  compacts  or  agree- 
ments with  tne  United  States. 

The  States  have  a  capacity  to  contract  even 
with  individuals,  and,  in  so  doing,  to  part  with  a 
portion  of  their  l^islative  power.  This  is  the  case 
wherever  a  charter  of  incorpoiration  is  granted,  by 


which  rights  of  property  beoome  vested.  Dvni 
the  period  of  the  charter,  the  subject  is  hefosi  i 
control  of  the  le^^islatiye  authority,  which  is»& 
suspended  or  extinguished  by  the  fjant  The  Ct 
ted  States  have  done  the  same  thing,  and  witi  tk 
like  effect. 

If  it  be  competent  to  the  United  States  to  e» 
tract  with  an  old  State,  it  seems  to  follow,  of  ctm 
that  it  has  a  competency  to  contract  with  a  » 
one.  The  admission  of  the  State  is  itself  a(sfr 
pact,  as  the  Constitutioa  of  the  United  StaieiB 
a  compact  between  the  eyisting  States;  ud  k 
would  be  difficult  to  assign  any  good  rasoo  fiij 
upon  the  admission  of  a  new  State  to  a  pankqi- 
tion  in  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  tbe  UnioB. 
such  terms  might  not  be  prcnposed  and  inaitHJiqioD 
as  the  general  wel&re  should  seem  to  reqaiit  As 
the  stipulation,  whatever  it  may  be,  deriToiuiiiii- 
ing  efficacy  from  the  assent  of  the  State,  whtEkift 
sovereignty,  or  qualified  sovereignty,  aaUesh  k* 

f:ive,  a  new  State  is  as  competent  as  as  old  ok 
ndeied,  the  possession  and  the  exercise  of  this  pon 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  United  State  lo  at 
cute  the  contracts  they  may  enter  intoinihaB^ 
State  of  the  Union,  upon  receiving  from  iu  00- 
sion  of  territory,  wherever  such  cesswo  is  accoa- 
panied.  as  it  usually  has  been,  with  tenns  opoD  tk 
part  01  the  ceding  State,  applying  to  and  iotcsdd 
to  bind,  the  territory  ceded. 

Accordingly,  no  new  State,  unless  forneilMj 
of  an  old  one,  has  ever  been  admitted  iitothe 
Union,  but  upon  terms  agreed  upon  by  toajn^ 
and  irrevocable  without  £e  consent  of  all  d^P*'* 
ties.  The  States  formed  out  of  the  Nortb^ 
Territory  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,)  hare  beai 
made  subject,  as  a  fundamental  law  of  their  &^ 
ernment,  to  the  terms  of  the  ordinaDtt  ofjv^, 
including  the  very  condition  now  pP^r' 
Missouri.  The  States  of  Miss!ssiK»  «wl  »?*' 
ma,  formed  out  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Geor- 
gia, have  been  subjected  to  all  the  V^^^? 
the  ordinance,  except  the  one  which  r^ws  sb- 
very,  and  that  was  expressly  excluded  by » 
terms  of  the  cessioQ.  The  State  of  LobshM) 
the  only  one  yet  formed  out  of  the  temtory  ac- 
quired from  France,  has  been  in  like  tf"^.^* 
mitted  upon  terms,  different,  it  is  one,  fm^^ 
which  have  been  required  from  the  othefj^aj 
but  still  such  terms  as  Congress  thought  appucav 
to  her  situation,  and  such  as  are  sam««J|^f 
monstrate  the  extent  of  the  authority  P<»^jJ 
the  United  States.  Even  in  the biU  DOWttn«» 
consideration,  certain  propositions,  as  «}<? 
styled,  are  offered  to  .the  free  acceptance  oi* 
souri ;  but,  if  accepted,  they  are  to  be  forcTff 
ing  upon  her.  „.^ef 

Thus  it  appears  that  a  new  State  may  coow^ 
and  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be  so,  wr  WJ 
sake  as  well  as  for  the  sake  o(  the  Uwo?- 


mains,  then,  to  inquire,  whether  the  J^PJ^^. 
proposed  in  tne  amendment  is, on  *cco"n/^  ^ 
tare  of  the  subject,  such  a  one  as  it  is  flji^ 
power  of  a  State  to  enter  into  1  It  has  "'^7^ 
remarked,  that  a  State,  at  the  moment  oi^^^^^. 

tion,  is  as  entirely  sovereign,  and  as  ^P^^^j  '[^ 


kinga  binding  contract,  as  atany  fotv^ 


period' 
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real  question  therefore  is,  whether  it  is  beyond  the 
po'wer  of  any  State  in  this  Union,  for  any  consid- 
eration whatew,  to  bind  itself  by  compact  with  a 
State  or  with  the  United  States,  to  prohibit  sla- 
very inrithin  its  borders  ?  To  suppose  so,  seems  to 
iznpate  a  want  of  sovereign  power,  which  could 
only  arise  from^its  beinff  parted  with  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  this  1  think  can  scarcely  be  affirmed. 
But  I  do  not  mean  to  anticipate,  as  my  object  at 
present  is  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  Govern-^ 
ment. 

In  this  view,  the  ordinance  of  1787,  respecting 
the  Northwest  Territory  and  the  history  of  t& 
States  formed  under  it,  are  eminently  deserving  of 
consideration  and  respect.    This  ordinance  was 
framed  upon  great  deliberation.    It  was  intended 
to  reg^ate  tfa^  government  of  the  Territory ;  to 
provide  for  its  division  into  States,  and  for  their 
admission  into  the  Union ;  and  to  establish  certain 
great  principles,  which  should  become  the  fVinda- 
mental  law  of  the  States  so  to  be  formed.    In  its 
territorial  condition,  it  was  subject  to  Uie  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  Congress,  to  be  exercised  hf 
the  ordinary  process  of  legislation.    But  it -was 
one  of  the  tenns  of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the 
United  States,  that  this  Territory,  as  it  became 
peopled,  should  be  divided  into  States,  and  that 
these  States  should  be  admitted  into  the  Uaion, 
'^  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the 
original  States."    We  shall  now  ste  how  the  ful- 
filment of  this  engagement  was  effected.    After 
providing  for  the  territorial  government,  the  ordi- 
nance proceeds  as- follows:  '^And  for  extending 
^  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious 
'  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  re- 
'  publics,  their  laws,  and-^onstitutions  are  erected ; 
'  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis 
'  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governments,  which 
*•  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  Ter- 
'  ritory ;  to  provide,  also,  for  the  estaUishment  of 

*  States  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 

<  for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  coitn- 
^  cils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
^  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
^  general  interests:  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  de- 

*  dared,  that  the  following  articles  shall  be  can- 
^  sidered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the  origi- 
'  nal  Stales  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said 
^  Territory,  and  for  ever  remain  unalterable,  un- 

*  less  by  common  consent."  Then  follow  the  sev- 
eral articles,  oi  which  the  sixth  declares,  "  that 

<  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 

<  servitude,"  dbc.  The  fifth  article  provides,  ex- 
pressly, that  "the  constitution  and  governments 

*  (of  the  States)  so  to  be  foimed  shall  be  repuhli- 
[    *  can,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 

^  tained  in  these  articles."  When  the  States  of 
Ohio,  Indiana^  and  Illinois,  reipectively,  applied 
for  admission,  they  were  admitted  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  their  constitutions  should  be 

'  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  ordinance  of 
1787.    They  assented  to  the  condition,  and  were 

'    admitted  "  upon  an  equal  footing  with  t^e  ongi- 

'    nal  States. " 

!     .  i  am  aware  that.all  this  has  .been  pronounced, 

'    rashly  I  think,  to  be  a  usorpation.   The  term  does 


not  well  apply,  at  this  time  of  day,  after  the  re- 
peated sanction  of  every  kind  which  the  ordinance 
has  received.  In  truth,  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
our  legislative  hbtory,  which  is  entitled  to  our  af- 
fection for  the  motives  in  which  it  originated ;  to 
our  veneration  for  the  authority  by  which  it  is 
supported  |  to  our  respect  for  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  It  $  it  is  the  ordinance  of  1787.  But  the 
charce  of  wurpaUan  is  in  every  sense  inapplicable, 
for  the  efficacy  of  the  contract  arises  from  the  as- 
sent of  the  State  to  the  condition  proposed  as  the 
terms  of  her  admission. 

But  this  ordinance  is  entitled  to  still  higher  con- 
sideration. It  was  a  solemn  compact  between  the 
existing  States ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  its 
adoption  had  a  great  influence  in  bringing  about 
the  good  understanding  that  "finally  prevailed  in 
the  Convention  upon  several  points  which  had 
been  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  It 
paoed  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  while  the  Con- 
vention that  framed  the  Constitution  was  in  session. 
Prom  the  minutes  of  that  body,  lately  published, 
it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  two  most  important  ana 
difiicult  points  to  adjust,  were  those  ot  the  admis- 
sion of  States  and  the  slave  representation.  This 
ordinance  finally  adjusted  botn  these  matters,  as 
far  as  concerned  all  the  Territories  then  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  therefore  eminently 
calculated  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  advocates  of 
freedom ;  to  remove  their  objections  to  the  princi- 
ple of  slave  representation,  and  to  secure  their  as- 
sent to  the  instrument  which  contained  that  prin- 
ciple, by  limiting  its  operation  to  the  existing 
States.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  this  ordi- 
nance, unanimously  adopted,  and,  as  it  were,  fix- 
ing an  unchangeaole  basis,  by  common  consent, 
had  a  most  powerful  infiuence  in  bringing  about 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  ground-work  of  the  Constitution  itself;  one 
of  the  preliminary  measures  upon  which  it  was 
founded.  Hence  the  unusual  solemnity  of  the^ 
terms  in  which  it  is  conceived,  so  different  from 
the  ordinary  forms  of  legislation,  and  which  give 
to  it  the  character  of  a  binding  and  irrevocable 
covenant. 

Such,  then,  is  the  power  that  has  alwips  been 
exercised  by  Congress  upon  the  admission  of  new 
States  into  the  Union,  and  exercised  without  dis- 
pute. Whence  was  it  derived  ?  It  was  exercised, 
as  we  have  seen,  immediately  before  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  while  that  instrument  was 
under  consideration,  and  recognised  immediately 
after,  by  the  act  of  the  first  Congress,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  ordinance.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear, 
than  that  if  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Constitution,it  was  repealed  by  that 
instrument.  If  the  Convention  had  meant  to  re- 
peal it,  they  would  have  done  so.  It  tvas  directlf 
m  their  view,  and  embraced  a  subiect  which  was 
eamesdy  and  carefully  treated  by  that  body.  And 
yet,  immediately  after^  when  the  same  men  who 
nad  finmied  the  Constitution,  and  knew  its  inten- 
tion, were  many  of  them  members  of  Congress, 
the  supplement  to  the  ordinance  was  adopted. 
That  was  not  a  time,  you  may  be  assured,  for 
stietching  the  federal  power.    The  greatest  jea- 
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lowy  prevailed,  and  the  friends  of  the  Constitti- 
tion  were  obliged  to  observe  the  utmost  caisition, 
while  it  was  slowly  winning  its  way  to  the  public 
favor ;  refuting  the  suggestions  of  its  enemies,  and 
settling  down  gradually,  but  firmly,  upon  the  solid 
foundaUoB  of  ascertained  public  benefit. 

In  what  part  of  the  Constitution  is  this  power 
conferred  ?  It  is  confenedby  that  provision  which 
authorizes  Congress  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,  and  to  me  it  seems  perfectly  plain,  that  we 
need  look  no  further  for  it.  There  are  otner  parts 
of  the  Constitution  which  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  question,  because  they  ap|dy  to  the  subject 
upon  which  it  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  the  power, 
ttad  may  very  well  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tiBttion  00  of  aigument.  This  use  of  them  affords 
no  just  occasion  for  the  remark,  which  has  been 
so  triumphantly  made,  that  tibe  friends  of  the  re- 
striction difier  among  themselves,. as  to  the  part  of 
the  Constitiuico  from  which  the  power  to  impose 
it  is  derived.  They  do  not  difibr.  But,  (as  unon 
every  other  queslioaof  Constitutioaai  power)  tney 
aattiraihr  resort  for  information  to  ail  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitulion  which  have  relation  to 
the  matter  in  discussion. 

The  general  power  to  adm^  wm  .States  is  ^en 
to  Congress  in  general  terms,  without  restriction 
or  qualification,  and,  upon  every  just  principle,  of 
construction,  must  be  understood  to  confer  wha^ 
ever  authority  is  necessary  for  carrying  the  power 
into  efiect,  and  every  authority  which  in  practice 
had,  become  incident  to  the  principal  power,  or 
was  deemed  to  make  a  part  oi  it 

Of  late  it  has  been  tne  fashion  to  insist  upon  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its 
most  extensive  efficacy  has  been  found  in  the  im- 
plied powers  it  is  supposed  to  confer.  All  powers 
are  implied  that  are  necessary  for  the  execution  of 
the  enumerated  powers,  and  the  necessity  need  not 
b^  absolute ;  a  modified  necessity  or  high  degree 
of  expediency  is  sufficient  Whence  the  authority 
to  incorporate  a  bank  7  Whence  the  authority  to 
apply  the  public,  treasure  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country  by  roads  and  canals  ?  Whence  the 
authority  to  encourage  domestic  industry  by  boun- 
ties or  pEohibttiona  ?  Whence  the  aiftthority  to 
pnurehase  and  to  govern  the  Territory  now  in  Ques- 
tiooil  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitution? They  all  rest  upon  this  single  position, 
that  an  original  power  having  been  granted^  every 
othsr  power  is  implied  which  is  necessary  or  useful 
for  omying  that  power  into  execution;  and  this 
is  an  inherent,  essential  principle  of  the  Constitu- 
tion,  altogether  independent  ot  its  express  wtords. 

Bttt,  the  power  in  question  rests  upon  stronger 
ground  than  this*  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  though  in  form  the  work  of  the  people^ 
(who  made  it  their  own  by  adoption,)  was  a  com- 
pact between  States.  It  was  made  by  ddegates 
chosen  by  the  States.  The  votes  in  the  Conven- 
tion were  ffiven  by  States.  It  was  submitled  to 
the  States  tor  their  ratification ;  and  its  existence 
depended  upon  the  sanction  of  a  certain  number 
of  the  States.  These  States  were  sovereign,  but 
confederated  by  a. slight  and  sufficient  union,  in* 
capable,  from  its  weakness,  of  providing  for  the 


common  welfare.  Thetr  sovereigntj  extended  te 
every  thing  within  their  limits,  aad  to  every  thiae 
else,  but  iSt  few  powers  (if  they  deaerre  to  be  st 
denominated)  which  were  conceded  to  the  Cob- 

Sess  of  the  Union.  Nevertheless,  it  vras  a  coa- 
leration,  which  comprehended  all  'vfao  wot 
parties  to  it,  and  exchiifed  all  otheis.  Was  tuas 
a  power  in  this  Confederacy  to  admit  new  me^ 
bm  ?  It  cannot  be  donJyted.  To  n^hoaa was  tkm 
power  confided?  The  express  proTisiosi  in  tk 
Articles  of  Confederation,  which  has  been  quocei 
and  relied  upon,  in  opposition  to  die  jxnwer  eon- 
tended  for,  has  no  relatiotn  to  the  snbfeei  of  dcv 
Slates,  to  be  formed  and  admitted  from  the  teni- 
tory^  of  the  United  Statesi  It  was  ai 
to  Canada  and  the  other  British  coloniea  in . 
ica  to  join  us  in  resistance  to  the  oommon 
and,  if  they  had  accepted  the  iaTitation, 
have  come  into  the  Uonfiederation  opoa  the 
only  of  making  commpn cause  valhiMu  BaitheK 
was  a  power,  indq)endently  of  tfaie  jHwrisum,  a 
admit  new  members.  That  is  cleaa  Imn  its  exB> 
cisp  ■  and  that  power  was  exeri^aed  fajp  the  StaKs 
in  Congress.  When  Virginia^  ia  1786,  ceded  is 
the  United  States  her  claim  to  the  Noftbwest  Ter- 
ritory, it  was  upon  condttion  that  the  teniiory 
should  be  formed  into  Slates,  and  that  these  Stats 
should  be  admitted  vpon  an  equal  fbotiBgwhk  the 
original  Siates.  Congress  aoeepted  the  ceniaD 
upon  that  condition,  and  proceeded  to  fulfil  it  bf 
the  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  extent  of  the  power,  the  mode  of  its  emcae, 
and  the  incidents  belonging  to  it,  were  afao  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  our  €h>Teninaent.  Anoag 
these  incidents  vWas  that  of  making  tenns,  eoaAi- 
tions,  or  compacts^  with  the  States  nHwiituni ;  and 
so  inseparably  Incident  was  this  deeoied  to  be,  that 
when  v  irginia  stipulated  fo£  the  t^t^mf^ytmi^af  ^  the 
States  upon  an  equal  footing  witk  the  ar^^aal 
States^  that  stipulation  was  understood  to  be  folly 
complied  with  by  admUting^  them  upon  terms.  It 
is  not  at  all  material  to  the  present. pmposa  to  in- 
quire, whether  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  or  was 
not  an  usurpation.  If  there  was  ^aajr  aathflnty 
usurped,  it  was  that  of  admittios  the  Stales,  the 
prioeipal  power  itself  not  the  incideats.  h.  aaaffi- 
cient  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  power  of  adnitliBg 
new  Stales  was  exocised,  and  was  imdnritaml 
from  its  ^seroise  to  include  in  it  the  power  of  poo* 
posing  terms^  G0odilions,or  stipnlalionsyaad,  ansi^ 
them,  the  Vtoy  condition  now  i&.qae8tioa. 

When,  then,  the  power  of  admittia^near  States 
into  the  Union  was  vested  by  the  Coastiiiirioe, 
without  limitation,  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uaileil 
States,  was  it  not  intended  to  cany  with  it  what- 
ever in  practice  had  been  estahliahed  to  be  an.  in- 
cident of  the  power,  or  a  pert  of  the  power? 
Where  was  the  residue  lodged?  Notwtth  the 
States;  for  the  States,  as  such,  have  no  longer  a 
voice  in  the  Union,  except  for  the  mupose  of 
amending  the  Constitution.  Not  with  Uke  people ; 
for  the  people  have  no  voice,  but  tl^roagh  toot 
Repreae^atives  in  Congress;  The  matter  reaolTes 
itself  at  last  into  this  single  question :  Did  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  when  they  firaoetf 
theu  ConatitutioB,  meaa  te  give  op^  and  faiefct 
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relinquish,  the  power  of  proposing  t^nsA  i  or  did 
they  deposite  it  with  their  own  immediate  agents, 
chosen  by  themseives?  They  had  always  found 
terms  of  some  sort  beneficial  and  necessary,  and 
they  have  been  necessary  and  expedient  in  every 
instance  since  the  Constitution  was  formed;  so 
that,  with  the  exception  of  Vermont,  not  a  single 
State  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the  Union  but 
upon  conditions  agreed  to  by  compact.  Who  are 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States?  by  whom  are 
they  chosen?  whom  do  they  represent?  The 
people  of  the  existing  Stales.  Who  is  it  claims 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and  to  par- 
tioipate  in  the  benefits  of  the  Union?  An  alien, 
as  yet,  one  who  has  no  right  of  admission,  whom 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  as  a  political 
SM»ociation,  may  at  their  pleasure  reject.  Can  it 
he  supposed  that,  by  framing  a  Constitution  of 
government  for  themselves,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  meant  to  destroy  forever  their  own  in- 
herent ri^htof  pfeseribing  terms  ajid  conditiioBs 
of  admission  7  And.  yet  this  is  the  obvious  result 
of  the  argoment;  for,  ae  it  denies  the  power  to 
Congress,  a  Ad  it  caonot  be  exearcised  by  the  States 
or  the  people,  it  is  forever  gone.  In  wJia t  part  of  th^ 
Coastitutum  do  youfiixHl>any  countenanee  for  such 
a  conclusian  ?  There  are  limited  it  is  true,  to  the 
powers,  of  Congress,  but  those  limits  are  the  boun-r 
daries  wiiieh  separate  the  rigbts  of  the  Union  from 
those  of  the  States  and  the  people.  Is  there  any 
power  denied  to  Congress,  which  is  not  reserved 
to  the  States  or  the  people  ?  Was  any  power  in- 
tended to  be  denied  to  them,  in  its  nature  fit  and 
pcoper  to  be  exercised,  but  which  could  not  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  Stales  or  the  people? 

Besides,  if  this  power  wa^  in  its  exercise  to  be 
merely  ministerial,  wby  was  it  confided  to  Con- 
fess, the  highest  l^slative  authority  of  the  nation, 
intrusted  with  the  oare  of  all  its  most  important 
concerns  ?  It  is  derogatory  to  the  character  of  Con- 
gress, and  altogether  inconsistent  wi^  the  eenearal 
tenor  of  it^  high  duties^  to  suppose  that  it  uudl  be 
required  to  perfonn  an  office  so  humiliating*  One 
gentleman  telbiis.  th^t  Missouri  Jias  a  right  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  assert  her  right.  What  is  this 
but  to  sav  she  will  knock  at  the  door,  beeanse  it  is 
civil  to  clo  so;  but,  if  it  be  not  immediately  open- 
ed,, she  will  Iveak  it  down,  and  cpme  in  by  foi^e  ? 
Another  gentleman  has  told  ua.  of  a  citizen  of 
Missouri,  wbo  said  thal,'rather  than  submit  to  the 
restriotion,  he  would  Moulder  his  musket  against 
the  United  States!  Sueh  intimatiioBA  can  have 
ni9  other  effect  than  to  create  a  very  reasonable 
doubt  wkethei  Missouri  is  yet  fit  tQ  be  admitted. 
Admission  presu|^poses  the  existence  VH:  tbe  new 
Territory  ofprinoiples  aad  feelings  somewhat  like 
those  which  govern  other  .parts  of  this  Uuion^and 
those,  are  fe&Ungs  of  submission  imd  respect  for 
the  Constitution  and  l&ws,  and  the  authority  ex- 
oeised  under  thern^ 

If  we  have  no  right  to  impose  the  condition, 
there  is  an  end  of  the  question ;  but,  if  we  have  a 
fight,  and  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  exercise  it, 
I  trust  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  not 
to  be  friffhtened  from  their  porpose  by  threats  like 
these,  .What  becomes  of  the  Union,  which  gen^ 


tlemen  express  so  mueh  anxiety  to  preserve,  if  it 
cannot  assert  and  maintain  its  rightful  authority, 
even  against  a  territory  without  the  original  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  only  very  lately  acquired, 
and  with  a  population  who  have  scarcely  had  time 
to  become  acquainted  with  each  other  ?  Such  an 
Union  could  hardly  be  worth  preserving.  Why, 
sir,  whea  Virginia  brought  her  eldest  daughter, 
Kentucky,  trained  up  in  the  habits  and  affections 
of  her  parent  to  an  age  when  she  was  fit  to  be 
introduced  into  the  soeietv  of  the  Union,  ajod 
offered  her  as  an  associate  nt  to  be  received.  Con- 
gress, it  is  admitted,  had  a  right  to  receive  or  to 
reject  her.  But,  when  a  State,  formed  out  of  an 
alien  territory,  and  having  had  no  natemity  but 
that  of  Congress,  offers  henelf  for  admission,  she 
may  demand  and  insist  upon  beiitt  received.  And 
does  Missouri  deem  so  lightly  of  the  privilege  of 
belonging  to.  this  Union,  that  she  would  rather 
foregp  it  than  .make  a  slight  sa.crifice  of  a  seeming 
advanla^,  or  that  she  would  hazard  it  for  the  sake 
of  ass^ting:  her  own  opinion  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Congress  ?  I  cannot  believe  that,  upon  reflect 
tion,  she  wiUadopt  any  such. course.  If  she  should, 
it  will  be  time  enough  th^n  4o  consider  how  the 
authority  of  the  Union  is  to  be  iqjBintained. 

I  have  said  that  it  is  dero^^atory  to  the  author- 
ity of  Congress,  aod  wholly  mconsisten.t  with  the 
tenor  of  its  highduties  and  capacities,  to  suppose  that 
it  is  merely  to  perform  the  humble  ministerial  office 
of  opening  the  door,  on  demand,  for  the  admission 
of  a  State^  without  any  discretion  whatever.  No 
instance  can  be  found  where  the  Constitution  has 
assigned  to  the  l^islative  power  the  performance 
of  such  a  duty.  Thus  construed,  it  is  not  a  power 
at  all.  The  cases  that  have  been  put  are  in  no 
respect  analogous^  The  power  of  Congress,  upon 
the  death  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  to 
declare  what  officer  shall  act  as  PresideiU  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  very  hijgh  power,  involving  in 
its  exercise  much  discretion — a  discretion  oom- 
menaurate  with  the  various  and  important  trusts 
confided  to  thie  Chief  Magistrate.  It  can  with  no 
propiety.be  said  to  be  ministerial,  and  its  being 
d^psited  with  Congress^  is  the  strongest  proof  of 
the  confidence  reposed  m  that  body.  Tne.offiiee 
of  QQuntiug  the  ballots,  upon  the  dleetion  of  Preair 
dent  aodVice  President,  sim|4e  as  it  may  seem, 
and  easy  as  in  ordinary  ca^es  it  is,  is  neverlhdesa 
an  office  of  important  trust,  and  inctoding:  some 
judicial  discretioik  as  well  as  a  most  serious  respon- 
sibility* It  is  a  fit  office  to  be  executed  by  the 
highest  body  in  the  nation.  The  power  of  imr 
peaehBBient  ia  not  a  ministerial,  but  a  judicial  pow- 
er I  and  it  belongs  not  to  Congress,  but  to  a  single 
braaeh.  The  same  remark  applies  with  equal 
foiice,  to  the  right  which  each  branch  possesses  of 
judging  of  the  elections  and  returns  of  its  members 
— a  judicial  power,  incident  to  every  body  com- 
posed of  dected  deiegatea— ^nd  one  of  its  inherent 
privileges.  In  ajOi  these  cases,  however,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  observe,  that  the  Constitution  gives- 
only  the  principal  power.  The  incidental  powers 
— suoh  as  sending  for  persons  and  paoers,  enibro- 
ing  the  a^ndance  of  witnesses,  and  tne  like— are 
implied  from  the  principal  grant. 
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That  coDstruction  which  supposes  that  Con- 

fress  have  a  power  indeed  to  admit  or  to  reject, 
at  simply  to  admit  or  to  reject,  seems  to  me 
(though  it  might  be  sufficient  for  the  present  case) 
to  reflect  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution.  The  objection  to  the  admission  of 
a  State  may  arise  from  something  not  in  its  nature 
insuperable,  but  which  might  be  removed  by  com- 
pact or  by  accepting  a  condition.  Would  it  not 
DC  worse  than  iale  to  say  that,  in  such  a  case,  the 
State  must  be  rejected,  for  want  of  a  power,  on 
the  one  side  to  propose,  and  on  the  other  to  aj?ree 
to  certain  terms  of  compact  ?  In  truth,  as  will  be 
shown  more  fully  hereafter,  such  a  discretion  in 
Congress  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  just  exer- 
cise of  thepower  of  admission,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  Umon,  but  also  of  the  States  to  be  admitted. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  has  indeed  ar- 
ffued  that  the  power  given  is  to  ''  admit,"  not  to 
^  form  or  create,"  a  State,  and^  therefore.  Con- 
gress have  no  power  to  interfere  in  the  formation. 
This  only  brings  us  back  to  the  inquiry  what  is 
meant  by  the  word  *<  admit"  It  has  always  been 
understood  that  Congress  have  a  right,  and  are  in 
duty  bound,  to  superintend  the  formation  of  a 
State  and  to  see  that  it  is  properly  formed;  The 
terms  of  the  verv  bill  now  on  your  table  f  follow- 
ing the  usual  pnraseology)  ^'authorize"  tne  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  of  State 
government  preparatory  to  their  admission. 

But,  antecedently  to  the  Constitution  itself,  the 
Stat^  then  existing  had  prescribed  certain  terms 
or  conditions  to  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  If  Congress  have  no 
power  but  to  admit  or  to  reject,  the  Territory  was 
DV  the  Constitution  liberated  fVom  those  condi- 
tions, for  want  of  authority  to  impose  them.  There 
might  be  a  question,  indeed,  whether  the  Territory 
has  not  reverted  to  the  States  which  ceded  it,  in 
consequence  of  the  incapacity  of  Congress  to  fulfil 
the  stipulations. 

I  beg  leave,  then,  to  return  to  the  question*— the 
incidents  to  this  power  being  quite  as  important 
as  the  power  itself,  the  power  being  worse  than 
worthless  without  them — did  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  framing  a  constitution  of  gov- 
ernment for  themselves,  intend  to  destroy  the  power 
by  stripping  it  of  the  incidents  that  give  it  all  its 
value  i  Did  they  mean  to  prevent  its  application 
to  the  cases  to  which  they  had  themselves  applied 
it?  And  for  what  purpose?  Better,  far  better, 
would  it  have  been  that  no  power  at  all  should 
have  been  giveittoConffress.  than  that  they  should 
thus  be  required,  either  blindly  to  admit  or  suUenly 
to  reject.  The  design  of  the  Constitution  was  not 
to  abridge,  but  to  enlarge  and  strengthen  thepow- 
ers  of  the  Federal  Gk>vemment,  and  it  would  be 
strangely  inconsistent  with  the  general  plan,  to 
suppose  that,  in  a  matter  which  is  nroperly  of  na- 
tional concern,  it  had  denied  to  Congress  a  por- 
tion of  power  which  had  been  actually  and  bene- 
ficially ocercised  under  the  Confederation.  We 
shoula  naturally  expect  to  find  it  where  it  was  de- 
posited before.  I  think  it  is,  accordingly,  there 
QCTosited,  with  all  its  established  incidents,  among 
which  is  that  now  in  question. 


This  power  is  not  now  asserted  for  the  first  tnae 
under  the  Constitution.     It  has  always  been  exer- 
cised by  Congress.    There  never  has  been  a  Stale 
admitted  (except  Vermont)  without  conditt(»s. 
which  surrendered  a  portion  of  legislatire  auths- 
ity  more  or  less  extensive.    Kentucky  entered  into 
stipulations  with  Virginia,  and  among  them  to 
one  by  which  she  bound  hersdf,  for  five  years,  nsx 
to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  tlian  those 
of  residents,  and  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  naa-re- 
sidents  who  should  reside  in  Virginia  higher  tJua 
those  of  residents.    This  is  a  perpetual  rvstniDt 
upon  her  power  of  legislation,  bat  it  is  no  dimioQ- 
tion  of  her  sovereignty.    The  States  of  Ohio.  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  by  compact  "with  the  UaitBl 
States,  are  under  a  perpetuai  incapLcity  to  penoit 
slavery  within  thei^li^uts.     This  is  no  dcn^arion 
from  their  just  sovereignty,  nor   does  any  naa 
imagine  that  it  impairs  their  character  or  lefic&s 
their  weight  in  the  union.    Alabama,  Misstsnf^ 
and  Louisiana,  too,  have  come  in  upon  eooditicHis 
imposed  by  Congress  at  the  time  of  their  sdmb- 
sfon.    In  every  such  instance  the  States  have  bna 
deemed  to  be,  and  have  in  fact  been,  admitted  upoa 
an  equal  footing  with  the  ori^ginal  States.    Tbe 
uniform  exertion  of  this  authority  for  sueh  a  len^ 
of  time  is  not  to  be  regarded  mereljr  as  furaishisf 
us  with  so  many  precedents,  entitled  to  more  or 
less    consideration    according  to    cireumstances. 
There  must  be  a  time  after  which  the  pnetkal 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  univeraailf  aa- 
derstbod,  and  adopted  and  acquiesced  in  bf  the 
people,  especially  in  matters  of  great  public  con- 
cern, is  to  be  deemed  the  true  constructicn,  sad 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  dispute  or  contrDvem. 
Shall  we  now  undo  all  that  has  been  dooe  vx 
above  thirty  years,  and  done  with  the  commoa 
consent  ?    shall  we  reject,  as  erroneous,  the  'wter- 
pretation  that  has  been,  withont  excejption,  pat 
uj)on  the  Constitution  from  the  time  of  it5  adop- 
tion ?    It  ii*  due  to  the  Constitution  itself,  tiiat  it 
should  not  be  exposed  to  treatment  whidi  most 
weaken  its  claim  to  the  public  confidence  and  re- 
spect.   It  is  due  to  the  people,  whose  Consdtoticea 
it  is,  that  what  it  has  always  been  understood  fa 
practice  to  be,  that  it  shall  continue  to  be,  until 
thev  may  think  proper  to  change  its  proviskms. 

DUt  here  we  are  met  hv  an  objection,  which 
seems  to  be  considered  by  tnose  who  present  it  as 
of  great  force,  If  one  condition  mav  be  proposed, 
why  not  another,  and  another,  witaout  limit,  to 
the  entire  annihilation  of  all  the  rights  of  the 
State?  This  argument^  though  pressed  with  a 
sort  of  triumph,  as  if  it  were  comfdetdy  nnMo- 
swerable,  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  even  phosbie. 
The  possible  abuse  of  power  can  never  be  nr^ed 
to  show  that  a  power  does  not  exist,  or  that  it  is 
not  upon  the  vniole  salutary  and  proper;  for^  if 
admitted  at  all.  it  proves  by  far  too  much,  as  it  is 
equally  available  against  every  grant  of  power. 
In  the  formation  of  government,  the  first  inquiry 
must  be,  what  authotity  is  fit  and  necessary  lo  be 
delegated  1  And  then  we  are  to  inquire  to  whom 
it  8l»ll  be  confided^  and  what  security  can  be  pre- 
yided  against  its  faithless  exercise  ?  All  autfaoriif 
is  exposed  to  the  danger  of  abuse,  for  it  is  adaai- 
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istered  by  men.  Gh>Yer]unent  has  been  said,  by  a 
oace  celebrated  popular  writer,  to  be  itself  an  evil, 
ioasmuch  as  its  necessity  arises  from  the  vices  ana 
weakness  of  our  nature.  But  the  Constitution  has 
provided  with  the  greatest  care  against  the  abuse 
of  power,  by  malung  every  public  agent  in  some 
way  accountable  for  his  conduct,  and  by  confer- 
ring the  highest  powers  upon  those  who  are  im- 
mediately responsible  to  the  people ;  and  as  long 
as  the  pc<>ple  shall  continue  to  oe  faithful  to  them- 
selves, so  long  the  check  will  continue  to  be  ef- 
fectual. This  is  the  great  security,  and  it  depends 
upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people. 
No  Government  ever  afforded  the  same  degree  of 
protection,  with  so  little  burden ;  and  if  we  had 
not  been  most  vehemently  censured  abroad  for 
speaking  well  of  ourselves,  I  would  add,  that  there 
is  probably  no  other  people  upon  earth  who  could 
be  kept  quiet  by  so  tight  a  pressure.  The  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  are  suited  to  each  other. 
Long  may  they  contmue  so. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  imme- 
diate Representative^  of  the  neople^  and  immedi- 
ately accountable  to  the  people,  are  the  fit  dejposi- 
taries  of  such  a  power  as  that  now  claimed,  tor  it 
concerns  the  general  welfare.  •  They  have  no  mo- 
tive to  abuse  it:  and.  if  they  were  so  inclined, 
they  cannot  abuse  it,  oecause  they  have  no  power 
to  impose  the  condition.  The  State  may,  at  her> 
pleasure,  reject  the  offer,  and  remain  in  ner  terri- 
torial condition,  where  she  will  be  subject  to  the 
unquali£[e<l  power  of  Congress. 

It  must  he  manifest  to.  every  one  who  has  re- 
flected upon  the  subject,  that  there  ^re  terms  which 
are  obviously  salutary  and  proj^er,  and  necessary 
to  be  proposed  upon  the  admission  of  a  State. 
When  Louisiana  asked  to  come  into  the  Union, 
did  an)r  one  doubt  that  it  was  right  to  require  that 
her  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings  should  no 
longer  be  carried  on  in  a  language  unintelligible 
to  the  other  citizens  of  the  Unit^  States  without 
the  aid  of  an  interpreter  ?  There  are  terms,  too, 
which  would  be  manifestly  imprcnper :  and  thefe 
are  terms^  I  freely  acknowledge,  whicn  would  be 
iiw:ompatible  with  the  Constitution.  There  must 
be  a  discretion  somewhere  to  judge  between  the 
two  first  classes.  Our  Government  would  be  in- 
complete without  it.  Where  can  the  power  be  so 
safely  lodged  as  with  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  decide  w^  terms  the  general  interests 
require  to  be  proposed  ?  They  have  never  yet 
abused  iL  and  I  thiqk  there  is  no  danger  that  they 
ever  will.  But  where  do  the  opponents  of  the 
amendment  propose  to  lodge  the  power?  Leave 
the  State  free/ it  is  said;  let  her  ado{>t  such  a  plan 
of  government  as  best  suits  her  own  circumstances. 
And  is  there  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
that  quarter  ?  Supposkig  her  to  be  competent  to 
judge  what  is  best  for  he^df,  or  most  for  her  own 
advantage,  ^of  which,  if  she  desires  slaves,  I  must 
be  permitteu  to  doubt,)  yet,  as  she  claims  to  be- 
come a  inember  of  this  Union,  the  general  inter-* 
ests  are  involved  in  her  decisipn,  and  her  views 
may  not  be  those  which  best  comport  with  the 
public  welfare.  Of  that  she  lis  not  in  any  sense  a» 
competent  to  judge  as  those  who  are  intrusted 

16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 38 


with  the  care  of  the  concerns  of  the  whole. 
Is  it  too  much,  then,  to  say,  that. the  right  |o 
judge  of  terms  which  are  not  incompatible  with 
the  Constitution,  belongs  to  the  Union,  and  to 
Congress,  as  the  admitting  power  ?  It  is  essential 
that  It  should  be  so,  for  the  sake  even  of  the  State 
applying  for  admissioo.  I  have  immediately  at 
hand  an  illustration,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  most 
cogent  argument,  to  which  I  invite  the  particular 
attention  of  the  delegate  from  Missouri.  I  feel 
nothing  but  good  wUl  for  that  gentleman,  noth- 
ing but  good  will  for  his  constituents,  whom  he 
represents  here  with  so  much  zeal  and  ability; 
and  I  submit  this  matter  for  his  and  their  consid- 
eration. It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  Congress  have 
the  power  to  fix  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  thax 
they  are  not  obliged  to  give  her  all  the  territory 
comprehended  in  the  boundaries  stated  in  the  bill. 
This  is  entirely  within  their  controL  Suppose 
Congress  should  be  of  opinion  that  if  Missouri  is 
to  be  a  slave  State,  her  northern  boundary  jought 
to  be  the  river,  cuttine  off  the  lar^  and  fertile 
tract  of  country  that  lies  beyond  it.  .But  if  she 
will  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  amendment^  she 
ought  to  have  for  ner  domain  the  whole  territory 
within  her  present  limits.  Might  not  Congress 
propose  to  her.  the  aiterng^tive — Wie  the  restriction 
ancf  you  shall  have  all  the  territory ;  reject  the  re- 
striction, and  you  shall  not  go  beyond  the  river  ? 
Something  of  this  kind  is  very  Idcely  to  happen, 
and  it  may  hereafter  appear  that  Missouri  is  con- 
tendiug  for  a  principle  that  will  operate  much  to 
her  disadvantage.  For  my  own  part,  and  I  speak 
only  for  myself,  I  most  freely  and  sincerely  de- 
clare, that  if  thq  restriction  be  not  agreed  to,  t  will 
vote  for  reducing  Missouri  to  the  smallest  limits 
that  are  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  State. 
If  the  restriction  be  agreed  to^  I  will  vote  for  giv- 
ing her  such  boundaries  as  will  secure  her  gran- 
deur and  comparative  importance. 

From  the  view  which  i  have  now  endeavored 
to  take,  it  will  follow,  that  whoever  objects  to  any 
condition  proposed,  as  beyond  the  power  of  Con- 
gressj  must  fail,  unless  he  show  that  the  particular 
condition  is  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  that  it  is  such  a  condition  as 
the  State  has  not  a  power  to  assent  to.  I  am  very 
sensible  that  the  question  which  arises  here  is  in- 
teresting and  important,  and  that  it  is  delicate, 
though  otherwise  I  think  not  difficult.  No  one 
who  nas  a  feeling  of  regard  for  his  country  can  be 
indifferent  to  the  sensation  it  occasions  in  this 
House,  nor  perceive,  without  some  emotion,  the 
line  of  division  it  marks.  Yet,  it  is  a  question 
that  is  before  us;  it  is  a  question  we  must  meet, 
and  while  we  owe  it  to  our  country  to  meet  it 
fully  and  fairly,  we  owe  it  to  each  other  to  meet 
it  with  mutual  respect  and  forbearance.  I  will 
concede  even  more — ^we  are  not  to  entertain,  much 
less  to  express,  a  thought,  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  those  States  where  davery 
exists;  and  in  any  thing  I  may  say,  I  hope  it 
will  always  be  understood,  that  I  consider  those 
rights  entitled  to  the  protection  of  all  the  power  of 
the  CQuntry,  without  reference  to  any  otner  ccMi- 
sideration  than  that  they  are  acknowledged  by  the 
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Constitution.  Among  the  many  evils  of  slavery, 
it  is  one,  that,  where  it  exists,  it  can  scarcely  be 
freely  discussed,  and  yet  there  may  be  occasions 
when  its  free  discussion  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. The  same  kind  of  difficulty  existed  at  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  not  re- 
moved by  crimination,  or  suspicion,  or  threats ;  it 
was  adjusted  upon  the  basis  of  an  existing  state  of 
things. 

Is  this  condition,  then,  incompatible  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States — so  incompatible 
that  a  State  cannot  assent  to  it  ?  For,  if  a  State 
mi^ht  voluntarily  surrender  it,  Congress  may  re- 
quire its  surrender  as  the  term  of  admission,  with 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  is  it  incompatible? 
It  interferes  with  no  express  provision  of  that  in- 
strument. It  must  then  be  implied.  What  an 
implication !  Instead,  however,  of  pointing  out 
the  parts  of  the  Constitution  from  which  this  im- 

filication  can  he  made,  State  rights  are  immediate- 
y  sounded  in  our  ears — State  rights  are  invaded 
and  violated.  Sir,  State  rights  is  a  phrase  of  potent 
efficacy,  and  properly  understood,  of  sacred  regard. 
But  what  are  State  rights  ?  They  are  ample;  they 
are  inviolable ;  they  are  the  sure  foundation  and  the 
lastine  security  of  our  liberties ;  and,  I  hope  I  may 
add.  tney  are  in  no  danger  from  the  present  prop- 
osition. But,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  there  are 
rights  of  the  States  who  were  parties  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  rights  of  States  arterwards  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy.  Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  they  are  in  all  respects  identically  the  same, 
or  that  a  new  State  is  not  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  unless  it  possesses  pre- 
cisely the  same  power?  A  moment's  attention 
will  show  that  it  cannot.  Before  the  Confederation 
the  thirteen  States  who  composed  it  were,  in  all 
respects,  sovereign  and  independent  States,  possess- 
ing ail  the  attributes  of  sovereignty.  The  Confed- 
eration was  of  sovereign  and  independent  States, 
united  only  for  certain  purposes  of  common  con- 
cern, in  the  management  of  which  they  acted  as 
States.  When,  in  the  course  of  events,  these 
States  came  to  form  a  more  intimate  union,  they 
presented  to  the  Convention  points  in  which  they 
agreed,  and  points  in  which  they  differed.  They 
were  respectively  sovereigns  of  all  the  soil  within 
their  limits,  and  proprietors  of  all  the  vacant  land. 
They  were  sovereigns  for  all  the  purposes  of  for- 
eign as  well  as  domestic  legislation ;  and  no  new 
confederate  could  be  admitted  but  by  common 
consent,  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  existing  States 
might  ttiink  fit  to  prescribe.  There  were,  too,  ac- 
cidental diversities  amon^  them,  of  which  I  need 
only  mention  one — the  existence  of  ne^ro  slavery 
in  some  of  the  States,  permitted  by  their  laws  and 
incorporated  into  their  institutions. 

With  respect  to  the  existing  States,  it  may  truly 
be  affirmed,  that  they  were  left  in  the  possession 
of  every  power  and  right  which  was  not  conceded 
by  them  to  the  Union.  They  derived  no  right  or 
power  from  the  Constitution ;  they  only  retained 
what  they  before  possessed,  without  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  its  origin.  The  extent  of  this  re- 
served possession  is  more  easily  understood  than 
defined.    It  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to 


say,  that  it  comprehended  all  the  powder  of  skTfrr, 
as  an  existing  state  or  condition,  which  they  ik 
not  choose  to  renounce  or  relinquish,  and  perbjg^ 
had  it  not  in  their  power  to  extirpate,  if  they  be 
so  desired.  The  Constitution  Tvas  thus  the  cna* 
tiire  of  the  State ;  the  work  of  their  own  kafi& 
But  what  is  a  new  State?  It  is  the  creatmeo' 
the  Constitution;  deriving  from  the  Cos:^- 
tion  its  existence  and  all  its  rights,  and  possessj^x 
no  power  but  what  is  imparted  to  it  hy  the  Cgb- 
stitution.  If  it  have  a  power  to  estahlish  siarerr 
it  derives  that  power  from  the  Constitutic».  zai 
the  Constitution  becomes  stained  with  the  sis  cf 
having  originated  a  state  of  slareiy.  Whsfa  le- 
flection  would  this  be  upon  that  instroment  ?  H<nr 
is  it  calculated  to  diminish  the  sacred  r^  tbat 
has  been  felt  for  it  here  and  abroad  ?  Up  to  the 
present  moment,  no  such  char^  can  be  wads 
against  the  Constitution.  With  res^>ect  to  tk  ex- 
isting States,  it  only  tolerated  what  it  could  use 
remove ;  and  in  the  case  of  Louisdana,  it  soliBii- 
ted  to  circumstances  equally  uncontroUable.  Bsl 
(and  I  sav  it  with  pride  and  with  pleasore.)  it 
never  yet  nas  conferred  a  power  to  establish  tk 
condition  of  slavery ;  and  I  warn  those  wbo  an 
intrusted  with  its  administration  to  beware  hem 
they  claim  for  it  the  exertion  of  a  capacity  si 
odious. 

But,  we  are  told  that  every  thing  is  imflM  m 
the  use  of  the  word  '^ State;"  that  the  Coss^m- 
tion,  when  it  speaks  of  the  admission  of  q<^ 
"States"  into  the  Union,  necessarily  mos^rhat 
they  should  possess  certain  faculties  and  powers, 
of  which  it  IS  also  contended  that  the  prease  defi- 
nition is  to  be  found  in  the  faculties  and  poven 
possessed  by  the  original  States.  I  admit  in- 
nesit&tingly,  that  there  are  rights  so  inbereotaed 
essential,  and,  if  you  please,  inalienaUe,  tJsat  i 
State  cannot  surrender  them,  nor  exist  as  a  meoi- 
her  of  this  Union  without  them.  But  is  it  essen- 
tial, by  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  to  die 
character  oi  a  member  of  this  Union,  (a  newly 
admitted  member  especially,)  that  it  ^ould  pos- 
sess all  the  powers,  or  even  ul  the  rights,  that  be- 
longed to  the  original  States?  It  must  then  be  the 
sovereign  of  all  the  territory  within  its  limitss  which 
has  never  been  the  case  in  a  single  instance  of  a 
State  newiy  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  tke 
United  States.  It  cannot  be  the  case;  ibr,  by  the 
practice  of  the  Government,  the  a dmissi<»i  ismadf 
to  depend  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  not  ufion  tbe 
appropriation  of  the  land.  Tne  unappropriated 
lands  belong  to  the  United  States.  Even  its  limits 
are  settled  dv  Congress.  It  must,  too,  hare  an 
unlimited  rignt  of  taxation,  and  it  most  have  an 
independent  and  absolute  power  extending  to  every 
thing  within  its  limits ;  tor  all  these  powers  be- 
longed to  the  original  States.  Then,  sir,  not  t 
single  new  State  (exceptinj^  Vermont)  has  beet 
properly  admitted  into  tne  Union;  ancl  the  pn^ 
tice  of  the  Government,  from  its  first  foundation, 
has  been  one  tissue  of  error  and  usurpation. 

In  every  instance,  some  restriction  or  curtad- 
ment  of  legislative  authority,  more  or  less  exm- 
sive,  has  b^n  imposed  and  assented  to,  witb  oni- 
versal  approbation.    In  the  case  of  Kentocky,  as 
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we  have  seen,  Virginia  stipulated,  among  other 
thinp,  that  for  a  limited  time  the  land?  of  non- 
residents should  not  be  taxed  hiffher  than  those  of 
residents,  and  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  re- 
siding in  Virginia,  should  never  be  taxed  higher 
than  those  of  residents.  This  is  a  palpable  re- 
straint npon  the  exercise  of  a  legislative  authority, 
which  every  one  of  the  existing  States  ppssesses 
without  restriction,  and  yet  it  never  has  been  sup- 
posed to  place  Kentucky  in  a  condition  of  inferi- 
ority to  ner  sister  States.  I  will  not  tire  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  by  going  through  the 
other  instances,  which  have  been  already  very 
fuUv  brought  into  view.  Enough  has  been  said 
to  sKow  that  it  has  never  been  thought  requisite 
that  a  new  State  should  possess  the  same  identical 
TOwers  which  confessedly  belonged  to  the  original 
states,  and  that  such  identity  is  not  necessary  to 
a  perfect  political  equality. 

To  come  nearer  to  the  question,'  I  beg  leave  to 
ask  is  it  essential,  by  the  principles  of  our  Consti- 
tution, to  the  character  of  a  State,  that  it  should 
have  the  power  of  ori^nating,  establishing,  or 
perpetuating,  the  condition  of  slavery  withm  its 
limits  ? 

I  request  gentlemen  to  ]3ause  before  they  answer 
thb  question^  and  to  look  it  fairly  in  the  face,  for 
it  must  be  met.  Is  it  essential  to  the  character  of 
a  free  republican  State,  that  it  should  have  the 
power  oi>originating,  estaUishins,  or  perpetuating 
a  system  of  slavery — so  essential,  that  it  is  not  a 
free  republican  State  without  the  power,  nor  qual- 
ified to  be  a  member  of  this  Confederacy  1 

Can  it  be  possible  that  a  Constitution,  framed 
to  secure,  to  preserve,  and  to  extend  the  blessing 
of  liberty,  itself  rests  upon  a  principle  so  impolitic 
and  so  indefensible  as  this  ?  I  should  very  much 
fear,  that  we  could  neither  expect  the  (avor  of 
Heaven  nor  the  approbation  of  men  for  a  Consti- 
tution so  constructed — whose  professions  were  so 
entirely  at  variance  with  its  principles.  Can  it  be 
pretended,  will  any -one  be  hardy  enough  to  assert, 
that  this  power  belongs  to  the  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment, or  of  a  just  sovereignty,  or  that  it  is  to  be 
arranged  in  the  same  elass  witn  the  authority  ex- 
ercised by  every  well  constituted  society,  in  regu- 
lating tbe  domestic  relations  ?  Where  slavery  ex- 
ists, It  may  be  (as  was  said  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia)  that  slaves  are  resarded  as  in  a  state  of 
perpetual  minority.  It  might  with  equal  propriety 
oe  said,  at  once,  that  they  are  regarded  as  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  subjection^— it  amounts  to  the 
same  thmff ;  for  surely  no  man  will  seriously  af- 
firm that  mis  decree  of  perpetual  minority  has  its 
source  in  the  same  feelings  and  views  which,  in 
all  civilized  nations^  have  led  to  the  enactment  of 
laws  for  the  jvotection  of  infancy  against  its  own 
folly  and  imprudence.  The  one  originates  in  pa- 
rental affection,  anxiously  providing  for  the  welfare 
of  its  offspring,  during  the  period  when  by  nature 
the  judgment  is  weak  and  the  passions  strong;  and 
every  incapacity  which  the  laws  have  established 
is  meant  as  a  shield  for  infancy  against  danger  to 
itself.  The  other,  has  it  any  view  to  the  comfort 
or  well  being  of  tnis  perpetual  minor?  I  will  not 
pursue  the  inquiry,  lest  I  should  wound  the  feel- 


ings of  some  who  hear  me,  and  whom  I  would  not 
willingly  offend.  Where  slavery  exists,  you  may 
call  it  what  you  please — ^you  have  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so,  and  to  regulate  it  by  such  laws  as  you 
deem  b^t — ^but,  in  a  discussion  like  the  present,  it 
seems  to  me  an  utter  perversion  of  language  to 
style  it  a  minmty,  as  it  would  be  an  utter  perver- 
sion of  sentiment  to  suppose  that  it  has  any  re- 
semblance to  the  endearing  relation  out  of  wnich 
the  laws  for  the  government  of  infancy  have 
grown. 

How  is  this  power  essential  to  the  character  of 
a  free  republican  State?  Suppose  this  evil  were 
now  happily  extirpated,  is  there  any  moral  or  po- 
litical competency  under  the  Constitution  to  re- 
store it  among  us  ?  Has  any  one  ever  seriously 
contended  for  such  a  power?  No.  It  certainly 
could  not  be  re-establisned  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  and  yet  I  think  it  will  scarcely  be  as- 
serted that  the  States  would  not  still  possess  all 
the  essential  powers  of  self-government  and  a 
just  sovereignty ;  that  they  would  not  be  as  free, 
as  independent,  as  happy,  and  at  least  as  powerful, 
as  they  now  are. 

Upon  what  footing,  then,  do  the  original  States 
stand  in  this  respect  ?  Did  the  Constitution  either 
give  or  reserve  to  them  the  right  of  originating  or 
establishing  a  state  of  slavery?  Have  they  now, 
or  have  they  ever  had  such  a  right  ?  Is  there  a 
right,  in  any  of  them,  to  reduce  a  free  man  to  a 
state  of  slavery,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crimes 
of  which  he  has  been  legally  convicted,'  and  not 
extending  to  his  offspring?  The  great  principles 
of  the  Constitution  are  all  at  variance  with  such 
a  doctrine.  It  is  plain  enough  how  the  Conven- 
tion considered  the  matter^  and  how  it  was  con- 
sidered by  the  States,  individually  and  collectively. 
They  regarded  it  then,  as  they  regard  it  now,  as 
an  unfortunately  existing  evil,  of  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  rid  themselves,  and  which,  therefore, 
they  must  manage  in  the  manner  most  conducive 
to  their  safety — an  accidental  and  deplorable  state 
of  things,  not  to  be  terminated  by  any  means  which 
human  wisdom  was  then  able  to  devise.  It  was 
upon  this  footing  that  what  is  called  the  compro- 
mise took  plac&— it  was  a  compromise  with  an  af- 
flicting necessity,  and  mark  well  the  manner  of  it! 
It  was  a  silent  compact  between  the  existing 
States,  upon  a  subject  which  they  all  felt  was  b^ 
yond  their  power  to  deal  with.  That  silence,  that 
most  emphatic  and  impressive  silence,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  the  sure  indication  of  the  feelings  which 
prevailed  in  the  Convention.  What  could  they 
say  ?  They  would  not  utter  the  word  slave  or 
slavery;  and,  whenever  they  found  occasion  to 
make  any  provisiim  on  the  subject,  they  had  re- 
course to  other  language,  as  if  the  very  terms  were 
hateful  and  ofiRsnsive,  and  unfit  to  be  employed  in 
that  instrument.  What  could  they  do?  They 
could  only  indulge  a  hope  that  a  time  would  come 
when  this  evil  might  oe  eradicated,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  they  bore  their  testimony  against  it  by 
that  expressive  silence  of  which  no  one  could  mis- 
take or  misunderstand  the  meaning. 

That  compact,  not  of  words,  but  of  silence,  had 
the  precise  effect,  while  it  atoided  a  recognition  of 
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the  lo^itimate  on|[iii  of  the  evil,  of  leaving  every 
one  of  the  then  existinff  States  in  possession  of  the 
power  which  it  actualw  exercised,  except  so  far  as 
It  was  parted  with  to  tne  Union.  The  ambiguity 
in  the  Constitution,  if  any  therfe  be,  arises  alto- 
gether from  this  well  meant  mode  of  treating  the 
subject.  What  the  framers  of  that  instrument  in- 
tended should  signify  their  detestation  of  slavery, 
has  furnished  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  exten- 
sion. For,  as  silence  left  the  existing  States  in 
possession  of  the  power,  so  silence  is  interpreted, 
in  the  admission  of  new  Stafes^  to  confer  the 
power ;  and  this  rule  of  construction  throws  upon 
Confess  the  necessity  of  an  active  exertion  of  au- 
thority for  its  restraint,  for  which  gentlemen  insist 
we  must  show  a  positive  grant.  But,  with  respect 
to  the  existing  States,  it  was  a  power  paramount 
to  the  Constitution  itself,  and  which  no  State  sur- 
rendered ;  a  power,  however,  and  a  necessity,  too, 
confined  to  her  own  limits. . . 

Can  this  be  affirmed,  wiui  truth,  of  anv  State 
newly  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Can  it  be  said 
to  stand  upon  tlie  same  footing  as  the  original 
States,  either  as  to  paramount  power,  an  existing 
condition,  or  the  case  of  necessity  ?  Up  to  the 
moment  of  admission,  it  is  subject  entirely  and 
exclusively  to  the  government  of  Congress,  as  a 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  Union.  It  presents  it- 
self to  Coogp^  as  a  Territory,  asking  to  beeome 
a  State,  but  bringing  with  it  no  State  rights — ^no 
State  powers-^nothing  to  be  reserved,  but  every 
thing  to  be  received.  It  presents  itself  free  from 
the  condition  of  slavery,  or  subject  to  it  in  soslij^ht 
a  degree  as  to  be  easily  manageable,  and  affordmg 
no  just  ground  for  its  continuance.  Unless,  there- 
fore, it  can  be  shown,  that  it  is  so  essential  to  the 
completion  of  a  free  republican  State  of  this  Union, 
to  have  the  |x>wer  of  originating  or  perpetuating 
slavery,  that  it  cannot  be  free  and  republican  with- 
out it,  the  argument  must  fail  altogether.  Besides, 
sir,  how  can  the  rights  of  the  new  State  be  affect- 
ed— it  has  the  choice  of  coming  in  upon  the  terms, 
or  not  coming  in  at  all  ? 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  said  that  the  compact  be- 
tween the  existing  States  ought  to  be  considered 
as  a  mutual  stipulation  with  each  other,  that  new 
States  should,  in  this  respect,  be  left  free  to  choose 
for  themselves.  It  is  no  where  said  so,  and  to  me 
it  seems  worse  than  idle  to  suppose  that  there  is  a 
dormant  abstract  principle  in  the  Constitution  in 
favor  of  slavery,  to  spring  up  only  as  a  barrier 
against  what  is,  and  always  has  been,  conceded  to 
be  ri^ht  and  just.  Show  roe  the  value  of  it,  in 
practice,  and  I  am  then  prepared  to  listen  to  the 
deduction;  but,  as  long  as  the  argument  terminates 
only  in  evil,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  in  pre- 
venting a  good,  so  long  exactly  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  find  its  wav  to  the  hearts  or  the  understand- 
ing of  men.  When,  not  lon^  ago,  it  was  affirmed 
in  this  House  that  tne  ConsUtution  gave  to  Con- 
gress a  power  to  make  certain  public  improve- 
ments ;  to  open  the  channels  for  wealth  and  trade 
to  flow  from  one  quarter  of  the  country  to  another ; 
to  approximate  them  to  each  other ;  to  connect 
them  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  mutual  dependence 
and  mutual  regard,  I  listened  with  attention  and 


pleasure,  for  I  expected  to  find  a  poi 
cent.  So,  sir,  if  I  am  told  that  there  is  a  povs 
in  the  Constitution  to  arrest  the  march  of  slavery, 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  freedona,  personal  as  w^ 
as  political,  that,  too,  I  expect  to  find.  But,wha 
I  am  told  that  there  is  a  silent,  dormaBt  pnncipk 
in  the  Constitution ;  a  suDen  power,  that  fcffkds 
us  to  check  the  extension  of  slavery,  1  confes  ic 
you  that  1  involuntarily  shrink. from  the  proeesof 
reasoning  by  which  it  is  deduced,  and  revolt  ii- 
voluntaruy  from  the  conclusion.  If  it  be  apBareat, 
I  must  and  I  will  submit  •  to  it ;  but  if  it  oe  not 
dear,  I  am  not  disposed  to  search  for  it,  diher 
among  the  high  attributes  of  sovereisii  pover,  or 
the  more  frequent  refuse  of  State  rights. 

But  I  admit  that  this  assertion  is  tn^  as  to 
every  rightful  and  essential  power,  ^irkick  bdoags 
ins^Arably  to  republican  sdf-goTcnunent,  or  is 
necessary  to  place  a  Stale  upon  an  equal  pcuitnl 
footing  with  her  sister  States,  and  render  W 
worthy  to  be  a  member  of  the  Confederacy.  As 
to  the  rights  of  self-govonment,  I  have  notkiag 
more  to  say.  It  only  remains  to  inquire,  whetke 
the  proposed  restriction  disturbs  or  interferes  with 
anv  of  the  great  political  rights  of  the  State, «  6 
calculated  to  lessen  her  weight  and  iaflneace  ia 
the  scale  of  the  Union  1  The  great  and  impai- 
tant  right  of  every  State  is  that  which  regards  W 
representation  in  the  National  Councils.  Is  that 
impaired  by  the  restriction  ?  The  compromae  of 
the  Constitution,  in  the  article  of  represeoiatian, 
was  founded  upon  a  simple,  and  now  well  estab> 
lished  principle,  applied  to  preaove  the  fashace  of 
the  existing  States.  It  was  not  that  propaty  iras 
to  be  represented — for  then  every  kind  oi  propeitf 
ought  to  have  been  estimated  in  fixing  the  ratio— 
but  that  this  particular  kind  of  property  occtqiied 
the  place  and  coiunimed  the  food  of  a  free  popda- 
tion,  and  to  that  extent  lessened  the  coDMranVe 
numbers  of  the  State,  not  for  a  tisie  only,  out  for- 
ever. If  the  free  population  had  funa^ied  the 
ratio,  how  many  Represenlalives  would  Tiiginia 
now  have  ?  To  pieaerve  the  balanoeof  the  ^les 
then,  and  thereafter,  the  rule  cf  three-fifths  was 
adopted,  and,  with  this  ndc^  the  ConstitatioB  con- 
siders that  there  is  a  fair  poLtical  eqiudity  between 
the  free  States  and  the  slave  States.  Can  it  be 
said  that  the  political  rights  of  the  State  axe  ia 
this  leading  and  all-im^rtant  point  impaired  bf 
the  restriction?  In  point  of  fact,  her  influoice 
and  power  are  increased,  for  the  free  populatioa 
will  increase  more  rapidly  than  the  dave  popula- 
tion, and  she  is  entitled  to  a  representation  fot  the 
whole  number,  instead  of  being  limited  as  to  a 

Sirt,  to  three-fifths.  Whoever  .will  take  t^  trou- 
e  to  examine  the  comparative  incicaae  of  the 
two  descriptioins  of  States,  will  be  satisfied  of  this, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  obtain  for  the  fiee  Stales 
the  advanta^  hinted  at  by  a  member  who  faas 
opposed  the  amendment,  of  infusing  into  the  State 
to  be  formed  a  debilitating  disease,  which  wiS 
stint  their  growth  and  lessen  their  pcuitical  w^: 
in  the  Union.  The  political  riffht  of  a  State;V 
cured  by  the  Constitution,  is,  if  Uiere  are  slaves,  t^ 
apply  to  them  the  rule  of  three-fifths,  and  t^t 
right,  I  admit,  cannot  be  infringed.    But  it  js  not 
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necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  fbU  benefit  of 
the  principle  of  representation,  nor  fairl^r  to  be  de- 
duced from  it  as  a  part  of  die  compromise,  that  a 
new  State  shoald  be  permitted  to  hare  slaves. 

I  may  be  allowed  again  to  ask,  what  are  the 
political  rights  of  a  State  in  regard  to  the  Union  ? 
They  are  Sie  political  riffhts  of  the  free  inhabit- 
ants, the  only  eendition  Icnown  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Slaves  have  no  p^tical  rights.  They  are 
acquired  by  force,  and  they  are  hdd  by  force;  and 
[f  it  be  lawful  to  hold  them,  it  is  also  lawful  to 
use  any  deme  of  force  that  is  necessary  to  hold 
them  in  quiet  subjection.  BTery  law  of*^  a  slave- 
[loldin^  State  which  prorides  particularly  for  this 
condition  of  men,  by  peculiar  exertions  of  author- 
ity; by  an  unusual  discipline,  or  by  unusual  ter- 
"ors  and  punishments.  haTing  no  view  to  their  own 
)enefit,  but  only  to  the  safety  of  their  masters,  is 
in  exertion  of  force,  necessary  (where  the  condi- 
ion  exists)  for  the  security  of  society,  not  to  be 
nentioned  reproachfully,  much  less  to  be  inter- 
ered  with,  but  still  a  mere  exertion  of  force,  de- 
nonstrating  that  slaves  have  no  political  rights, 
rhey  add  nothing  to  the  mass  of  nghts.  I  would 
lot  oe  understood  to  question  the  power  of  the 
States  where  this  condition  exists.  Whether  it  b 
1  power  reserved,  it  is,  as  to  them,  recognised  by 
lie  Constitution,  and  entitled  to  the  simport  and 
protection  of  the  whole  strength  of  the  Union. 
t¥'e  may  have  our  wishes  and  our  feeling  on  the 
(ubject ;  it  is  for  them  alone  to  decide  how  long 
his  state  of  things  shall  continue.  If  ever  the 
ime  should  come  when  they  shall  be  aUe  and 
ivilling  to  rid  themselves  of  the  evil,  it  will  Iw 
lailed  with  unafl^tcd  delight  Till  then,  while 
his  Constitution  enduKs,  we  have  no  richt  to  as- 
lend  beyond  its  provisions^  and  we  are  bound  to 
larry  them  fully  into  effect.  The  State  which  I 
lave  the  honor  to  represoit  has  been  as  ardent  and 
incere  ia  the  cause  of  emancipation  as  any  State 
n  this  Union.  But  she  has  never  lost  nght  of 
ler  oblffisitions  to  her  sister  States.  Her  laws  and 
ler  Judicial  decisions  will  be  found  to  be  in  strict 
»)nformity  with  the  Constitution,  and  so  they  will 
xmtinue  to  be. 

If  the  members  of  the  Convention  meant  to 
rame  a  compaet  between  the  Stales,  to  the  effect 
»rhtoh  has  been  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  that 
;yery  new  State  should  in  this  respect  be  left  en- 
irely  free,  we  might  reasonably  expect  to  find 
t  somewhere  in  the  Constitution.  It  could  not 
lave  been  forgotten  or  overlooked :  it  was  a  suh- 
ect  in  itself  of  too  much  interest  and  importance : 
ind,  besides,  the  ordinance  of  17d7  was  adopted 
cvhUe  the  Convention  was  sitting  that  framed  the 
Constitution,  and  that  oidinance  provided  for  the 
idmission  of  States,  with  a  perpetual  inhibition  of 
(la  very.  Under  the  Confederation  it  had  been  as* 
turned  as  a  power  belonginff  to  Congress,  and 
sxereised  as  a  power  fit  to  be  exercised  by  Con- 
gress. It  b  incmible  that  the  Constitution  should 
mve  desired  to  disafl&rm  all  this,  and  yet  have 
laid  nothug  about  it,  hut  confenred  without  limi- 
;ation  the  very  power  to  which  it  had  become  ao 
sstablisbed  incident. 

Can  any  good  reason  be  assigned  why  the  ex- 


isltne  States  should  have  entered  into  such  a  com- 
pact ?  « It  was  not  necessary  to  the  compromise ; 
which  regarded  only  the  actual  condition  of  the 
States,  and  which  meant  to  preserve  to  each  of 
them  nothing  more  than  the  power  within  its 
limits.  The  Constitution  was  not  formed  for  a 
day  or  a  year,  but  for  a  succession  of  time ;  I  hope 
for  ages :  and  it  might  easily  have  been  foreseen 
that  cases  would  probably  occur  in  which  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  power  by  the  Gbvertkment  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance.  Suppose  the  case  ol 
a  distantor  a  frontier  State  appfying  for  admis- 
sion. If  you  permit  her  to  have  this  und  of  popu- 
lation, you  are  bound  by  the  Constitution  to  pro- 
tact  her,  vnth  all  the  means  of  the  Union,  against 
the  insurrection  of  the  enemy  within  her  l^som, 
and  against  the  inroads  of  any  foreign  nation. 
You  are  bound  even  to  secure  to  her  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  very  property,  and  if  a  neighboring 
Power  should,  by  force  or  Mduction,  carry  off  her 
slaves,  it  would  become  a  cause  of  national  quarrel 
and  01  war.  Our  own  recent  history  gi^es  us  an 
example  of  something  of  this  sort.  What  was  the 
Seminole  war  ?  The  runaway  slaves  of  Georgia, 
combining  with  outlaws  and  Indians  in  Florida, 
carried  on  hostilities  upon  the  borders  of  Georgia, 
and  that  State,  as  she  had  a  right  to  do,  cauea 
upon  the  United  States  for  protection.  It  was 
mnted ;  and  hence  the  Seminole  war.  If  a  new 
State,  circumstanced  as  I  have  supposed,  should 
apply  for  admission  into  the  Union,  would  it  not 
be  reasonable,  nay,  would  ft  not  be  essentially 
just  and  necessary  to  fequire  her  fiist  to  stipulate 
that  she  would  not  introduce  that  source  of  weak- 
ness and  that  cause  of  quarrel,  which  might  be 
so  expensive  and  burdensome  to  the  Union  ?  It 
ought  not  to  be  a  concern  of  the  State  alone,  be- 
cause it  may  become  a  charge  to  the  nation. 

I  think  I  may  safUy  affirm  that  this  is  the  prac- 
tical, estaldished  construction  of  the  Constitution 
used  and  approved  from  its  adoption  to  the  present 
day.  But  penxrit  me  for  a  moment  to  examme  the 
sprit  of  that  instrument.  If,  as  is  clearly  shown. 
the  t<^eration  of  slavecy  by  the  Constitution,  and 
the  corresponding  provisions,  were  owing  to  an 
incidental,  existing,  and  unconttdlaUe  necessity, 
then  it  is  plainly  the  spirit  of  the  compact  that  the 
power  should  never  be  permitted  to  a  new  State, 
imt  where  the  same  imperious  circumstances  exist 
to  deouind  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  oriffinal  States. 
Such  was  the  fact  in  the  instance  of  Louisiana. 
What,  then,  is  it  that  Congress  are  to  do  upon  such 
an  occasion  1  To  impose  conditions  arbitrarily  ? 
No.  To  judge  of  the  circumstances,  regarding  in 
due  proportion  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the 
Union.  If  that  deidorabte  necessity  exist,  they 
permit  in  silence  what,  like  the  framers  of  the 
ConKitution,  they  will  not  in  terms  avow.  If  not, 
they  adjudicate  %j  the  restriction,  which  it  is  then 
their  moral  and  Constitutional  duty  to  impose. 

This  is  the  true,  it  is  the  necessary,  and  only 
just  construction  of  the  Constitution— ^e  only  one 
that  is  consisteBt  either  with  the  professions  we 
have  alwavs  been  in  the  habit  of  making,  pr  wif h 
the  hope  that  was  certainly  once  very  much  cher- 
ished, ^at  a  mode  might  some  day  be  devised  of 
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abolithing  this  great  evil.  We  may  assert,  as  we 
will,  thst  we  are  not  in  favor  of  slavery ;  as  long 
as  it  shall  be  seriously  insisted  that,  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  country,  every  new  State  has  the 
inherent  and  inalienable  right  of  establishing^  do- 
mestic servitude,  so  long  our  professions  will  be 
disbelieved,  and  we  oursdves,  as  well  as  (hat  ven- 
erated instrument,  be  charged  with  hypocrisy. 
Suppose,  sir,  that  the  existing  States  were  in  a 
course  of  abolition,  would  it  be  permitted  to  a  liew 
State,  governed  by  some  selfish  or  ill  judged  views 
of  interest,  to  revive  the  condition  of  slavery,  and 
thus  to  control  and  defeat  the  policy  of  all  the 
others?  Ought  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  anv  new 
State  to  enlar^  the  region  of  suivoj,  and  thus  to 
increase  the  difficulties,  already  sufficiently  great, 
presented  by  this  verv  difficult  and  embarrassing 
subject?  Can  it  be  that  we  sincerely  believe  it  to 
be  an  evil,  and  yet  will  gravelv  insist  that  it  is  a 
right  of  every  new  State  to  do — ^what?  I  was 
going  to  say,  enjoy  this  evil,  but  that  would  be  a 

gerversion  of  terms — afflict  and  injure  herself,  and 
er  associates  too,  by  admitting  it  within  her 
limits?  If  it  be  a  good,  the  argument  is  intelligi- 
ble: if  it  be  even  doubtful,  there  is  still  somescopie 
for  choice;  but,  if  it  be  an  acknowledged  evil,  it 
seems  to  me  extravagant,  if  not  absurd,  to  contend 
that  there  is  a  right  to  have  it,  and  that  a  pro- 
hibition restrains  or  impairs  the  just  liberty  of  a 
new  State. 

This  construction,  too,  is  plainly  indicated  by  at 
least  one  provision  of  the  Constitution,  I  mean  the 
9th  section  of  the  first  article:  ^^The  migration 
^  or  importation  of  such  p^sons  as  any  of  the  States 
'  now  existing  shall  think  pro|)er  to  admit,  shall  not 
'  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808." 
Whv  is  this  restraint  upon  the  power  of  Congress, 
oonnned  to  the  States  "now  existing?"  It  was 
to  give  to  Congress  the  power,  immediately,  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  States 
to  be  formed.  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  had  a  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
was  meant  to  guard  against  the  inference  that 
Congress  had  not  the  authority  to  complete  the 
work  the  ordinance  had  begun.  For,  if  the  re^ 
straint  had  been  general,  comprehending  the  States 
to  be  formed,  as  well  as  those  existing,  Congress 
could  not,  within  the  twenty  years,  have  i^ohibit- 
ed  the  "migration  or  importation"  of  slaves  into 
the  States  to  be  admitted  into  the  Northwestern 
Territory;  and,  then  one  of  two  consequences  must 
have  followed ;  either  Conpress.  would  have  re- 
fused to  admit  the  States  within  the  twenty  years, 
which  would  not  have  been  consistent  with  the 
enj^gements  entered  into,  or  they  must  have  ad- 
mitted them  with  the  power  of  receiving  slaves, 
which  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinance.  It  is,  therefore,  I  say,  that  this 
section  of  the  Constitution  had  a  plain  reference 
to  the  ordinance;  and  while  it  evinces,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  a  Constitutional  distinction  be- 
tween the  existing  States,  and  States  to  be  admit- 
ted, upon  the  very  subject  now  in  question,  and 
plainly  intimates  a  design  to  give  a  control  to 
Congress  over  the  introduction  of  slavery  into 
States  to  be  formed,  itidso  seems  to  me  to  afford 


a  Constitutional  sanction  to  the  ordinanee  its^L 
The  view  which  I  have  thus,  I  fear  at  too  ^rcai 
expense  of  time  and  patience  to  the  Committee, 
endeavored  to  present,  is,  to  my  mind^  ao  concIi^Te. 
that  1  should  hope  it  would  be  unneeessary  to 
detain  them  longer.  But,  there  has  been  all  aiotg 
an  assumption,  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  which  I  think  qctremdy  qoestionablf, 
if  it  be  not  wholly  unlbunded.  It  is  assumed, 
that  the  condition  proposed  by  the  amendnxDi. 
will  produce  an  inequality  between  the  State  to 
be  admitted,  and  the  existing  States.  It  is  »x 
material,  (the  inequality  beuig  of  no  ocmscqueiKeL) 
but  I  mistake  if  I  may  not  safdy  deny  that  n  w^ 
occasion  any  inequality  at  all. 

Sir,  has  any  State  in  this  Union  a  constitntiGDsl 
capacity  to  originate  or.  establish  a  state  of  siirav? 
To  be  more  precise — ^if  a  State  (PeiiiisTlTun, 
for  example,)  has  once  abolished  slavery.  W  iii 
power,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  a 
Congress,  to  restore  that  condition  ?  Tiiis  is  an 
interesting,  but  I  think  it  is  not  adifficaltqoestioa. 
and  certainly  it  is  not  a  dangerous  cHie  to  discuss. 
No  State  that  has  once  abolished  slavery  wilLI 
believe,  ever  desire  to  restore  it.  And  here,  sir.  1 
invoke  to  my  aid  the  great  principles  of  the  Cg^ 
stitution,  and  the  great  truths  of  the  Dedaratios 
of  Independence.  I  invoke,  too,  the  principle  of 
the  compromise,  founded  as  it  was  upon  an  exi^> 
inff  state  of  things,  and  recognising  no  rights  bat 
what  necessity  conierred. 

The  reduction  of  a  fellow  creature  to  sbrcry, 
to  a  state  where  nothing  is  his  own  but  Iussgctuws 
and  his  sufferings,  is,  if  you  please,  an  act  oC  sov- 
ereign power ;  mat  is,  of  soverei^  force,  which 
obeys  no  law  but  its  own  will,  and  knows  no  limrts 
but  the  measure  of  its  strength.  If  these  Statei 
were  sovereign,  they,  too,  luce  other  sorereigiis, 
might  exert  a  lawless  power*  It  would,  nevertbe^ 
less,  be  morally  wrong.  But  they  are  sovereign- 
ties, qualified  by  the  grants  of  power  to  the  Unioa, 
and  by  the  great  political  principles  upcm  which 
all  our  institutions  repose.  The  sanction  of  these 
principles  is  now  added  to  the  force  of  morel  ohUr- 
gation;  and  the  beautiful  feature  of  our  Govem- 
m^t,  that  which  entitles  it  to  the  respect  of  stian- 
jfers,  and  to  oOr  affection ;  that  which  distingvdshcs 
It  from  all  the  governments  diat  have  ever  existed, 
is  to  be  found  in  this  single  truth.  Such  is  its 
structure,  that  it  can  do  no  lawless  violence,  and 
whenever  we  speak  of  sovereignty,  we  mean  a 
rightful  moral  sovereignty,  and  not  a  power  to  do 
whatever  it  has  stren^  to  accomplish. 

Whence,  then,  can  a  State  derive  such  a  r^ht — 
I  mean  a  right  to  originate  or  re-establish  slavery  ? 
It  cannot,  byforce,  reduce  freemen  to  the  condition 
of  slaves.  This  no  one  would  undertake  to  main- 
tain. It  cannot  draw  them  from  abroad,  for  Con- 
fftess  have  the  unquestionable  power  to  prohibit 
importation.  Can  it  receive  them  ftom  other 
States  of  this  Union  ?  The  supposition  imputes 
to  the  Constitution  the  greatest  weakness,  and  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  hope  entertained  hj 
thegieat  men  who  framed  it,  that  this  evil  mi^ 
some  day  be  abolished.  I  think  this  chann<^s 
stopped,  as  it  ought  to  be  by  the  power  of  CongRSs 
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to  prevent  importation  and  migratibn.  Importa- 
tion, we  all  miderstand  to  include  slayes  brought 
in  from  abroad,  from  any  foreign  territory,  whether 
by  land  or  by  water,  and  we  all  agree  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  comprehend,  in  its  interdict,  eyery 
bringing  in  of  slaves  from  abroad.  The  term  *' mi- 
gration" is  applied, to  the  same  description  of 
**  persons,"  and  upon  the  plainest  principles  of  con- 
struction must  be  understood  to  apply  to  something 
different  from  "  importation."  What  can  it  apply 
to,  but  the  passage  or  transfer  of  slaves  from  one 
State  or  Territory  to  another  1  An  argument  urged 
by  the  member  who  last  addressed  the  Committee, 
(Mr  Clay,)  I  mean  the  argument  derived  from 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  denies  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  imposing  a  duty  upon  exports 
from  an^r  of  the  States,  strongly  supports  .this  in- 
terpretation. The  two  clauses,  taken  together, 
ind  they  are  in  the  same  section,  amount  to  this-^ 
iTou  shall  not  prohibit  the  "  importation"  until  after 
iie  year  1808,  but  in  the  mean  time  you  may  im- 
[X)se  a  tax  or  duty  upon  ^<such  importation,"  not 
»ceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person :  you  shiill 
lot,  during  the  same  period,  prohibit  '^migration," 
3ut  can  you  impose  a  duty  or  tax  ?  No.  The  au- 
Jiority  to  impose  a  duty  or  taxis  dropped^  and 
Bvhy  ?  Because  migration,  meaning,  as  we  insist, 
I  transfer  from  State  to  State,  indudes,  in  every 
instance,  the  exportation  from  a  State,  aiid  there- 
fore, by  the  fifth  clause  of  the  same  section,  no 
*  duty  or  tax  "  can  be  laid  upon  it. 

Various  interpretations  of  this  clause  of  the 
Constitution  have  been  attempted  by  those  who 
ire  opposed  to  the  amendment,  but  none  of  them, 
[  thinky  consistent  wkh  the  fair  import  of  the  terms, 
)r  the  manifest  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  One 
rentleman,  indeed,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
las  said,  some  days  ago,  that  it  was  intended  to 
rive  Congress  the  power  to  prevent  the  pas^ge 
rom  one  State  into  another,  of  slaves  imported 
nto  the  former  from  abroad.  His  long  expmence 
md  knowledge  entitle  the  suggestion  to  great  con- 
sideration, and  it  appears  to  me  to  concede  the 
;>recise  construction  contended  for.  He  admits 
:hat  the  clause  applies  to  slaves,  and  the  term  '^mi- 
Tration,"  to  slaves  transferred  from  one  State  to 
mother.  Now,  as  there  is  no  description  of  the 
cind  of  slaves,  which  limits  it  to  slaves  imported, 
t  must  apply  to  all  slaves.  I  will  not  insist  upon 
:he  advantage  of  this  concession ;  the  case  is  fully 
nade  out  without  it. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
:hat  the  technical  meaning  of  the  word  migration 
s,  a  change  of  residence  from  one  country  to  ano- 
ther. I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  am  not 
iware  that  the  word  in  question  has  ever  received 
31  technical  meaning.  We  call  those  words  tech- 
lical,  which  have  men  appropriated  to  the  service 
3f  an  art  or  science,  and  in  relation  to  that  art  or 
science  have  received  a  definite  and  somewhat  ar- 
tificial sense,  well  understood  by  those  who  are 
icquainted  with  the  subject  Thus,  when  we 
speak  of  an  '^  estate  tail,"  or  a  ''  contingent  remain- 
ier,"  the  language  is  perfectly  intelligible  to  a 
lawyer.  The  term '  migration  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  been  so  appropriated,  unless  it  may  be 


considered  as  having  been  adopted  by  naturalists, 
as  descriptive  of  the  habits  of  certain  animals,  and 
then  it  means  simply  a  change  of  climate,  for  the 
sake  of  temperature,  or  a  change  of  place,  for  the 
sake  of  food ;  but  not  a  change  of  country.  In  its 
vulgar  sense,  that  is,  its  common  sense,  as  given 
to  us  in  dictionaries,  as  used  in  conversation,  or, 
by  approved  writers,  it  means  only  a  change  of 
place.  In  two  paffes  of  Dr.  Seybert's  Statistical 
Annals,  (37,  38,)  tne  word  is  u^  three  times  to 
denote  the  change  or  transfer  of  residence  from* 
one  State  to  anoUicr ;  and,  it  may  be  remarked  in 
passing,  is  accompanied  with  a  reflection  which- 
well  deserves  the  attention  of  those  who  insist  so* 
strenuously  upon  the  fVee  admission  of  Missouri^ 
in  order  that  the  owners  of  slaves  may  be  enabled 
to  go  into  that  State.  '^  It  is  important  to  consider 
how  far  the  diffusion  of  our  population  may 
weaken  us  as  a  nation,  and  what  will  be  the  ef- 
fect of  the  migrations  on  the  agriculture  of  the  At- 
lantic States  ?  Many  valuaUe  farms,  originally 
productive,  have  been  abandoned  after  they  were 
exhausted  and  made  barren  from  constant  culti- 
vation, and  no  application  of  the  means  to  restore 
their  lost  fertility.  If  migration  be  continued  un- 
der these  circumstances,  some  districts  will  here- 
after exhibit  all  the  features  and  poverty  of  a 
desert,  and  extensive  tracts  of  valuable  land  will 
be  a  waste,  to  the  injury  of  our  agriculture,  man- 
ufactures, and  commerce.  In  many  of  these  sit- 
uations, industry  would  be  abundantly  rewarded, 
for  the  labor  and  expense  of  renovating  the  un- 
managed  and  impoverished  soil." 
I  am  reminded  by  some  one  near  me,  of  another 
difficulty  supposed  to  be  in  the  way  of  our  con- 
struction; and  that  is,  that  migration  means  a 
voluntary  change  of  place,  and  tnat  the  removal 
of  a  slave  is  without  his  own  consent.  Even  if 
this  were  correct,  it  would  amount  to  nothing. 
The  will  of  a  slave  is  always  the  will  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  his  acts,  wherever  they  are  in  obedience 
to  nis  master's  orders,  are,  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  deemed  to  be  voluntary.  What  other  term 
could  have  been  employed  7  We  are  to  remember, 
that,  though  the  slave  is  regarded  as  property,  yet 
is  he  also  regarded  as  a  ^^  person ;"  a  human  oeing, 
havinff  a  wul,  but  that  will  ever  in  coincidence 
with  the  wishte  of  his  master,  and  it  is  from  thia 
anomalous  composition  of  character,  that  the  Con- 
stitution itself  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  terms 
applicable  to  his  condition  or  conduct. 

We  have  been  told,  too.  (for  the  attempts  have 
been  numerous  to  avoid  tne  force  of  this  clause.) 
that  it  applies  to  freemen  coming  from  abroad.  It 
would  be  very  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  the  same 
word,  in  the  same  sentence,  were  to^be  interpreted 
ta  include  two  descriptions  so  opposite  as  freemen 
and  daves.  But  all  this  is  minute,  verbal  criticism, 
and  I  fear  I  shall  fatig^ue  the  Committee  by  dwell- 
ing upon  it.  There  is  a  much  broader,  and  stiH 
more  satisfactory  answer  to  the  objection.  The 
clause  in  question  has' always  been  understood  to 
apply  to  slaves,  and  to  slaves  only,  from  the  luiop- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  time.  It  is 
(and  that  is  entirely  conclusive)  a  restraint  upon 
the  power  of  Congress,  insisted  upon  by  the  slave- 
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holding  States,  to  seeare  for  a  limited  time  the 
light  of  supplying  themselves  with  slaves.  This 
is  &nuliarly  known  to  every  person  who  has  any 
acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  it  is  known,  also^that  two  of  the  States  (South 
Carolina  and  Georgia)  would  not  have  come  into 
^he  Union  without  it  How  any  one,  knowing 
these  things,  can  gravely  assert  that  the  clause 
has  any  provision  relating  to  freemen,  it  is  entirely 
impossible  for  me  to  conceive.  It  imputes  either 
mbtake  or  foolish  design  to  the  framers  of  that  in- 
strument; for  no  good  reason  can  possibly  be  as- 
signed for  withholding  from  Congress,  during  the 
twenty  years,  any  power  it  possessed  over  the  ad- 
mission of  freemen,  though  we  know  well  the  rea- 
son (good  or  bad)  for  restraining  the  power  as  it 
respected  slaves.  I  need  not  notice  the  observation 
of  the  member  from  Delaware,  that  this,  being  a 
federal  power,  must  be  understood  as  applying  in 
lis  exercise  to  the  Union,  and  not  to  tne  States. 
Svery  power,  to  be  exercised  by  Congress,  is  a 
federal  power,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  not 
to  operate  upon  the  States.  This,  in  particular, 
l^  its  very  terms,  is  to  apply  to  the  States  individ- 
nallv.  But  I  hasten  to  another  objection,  which 
has  oeen  very  seriously  urged,  and,  if  well  founded, 
lenders  all  tnis  examination  superfluous.  We  are 
informed,  that  the  clause  in  question  is  nbt  a  grant 
of  power ;  it  is  only  a  restriction  or  restraint  upon 
power.  To  speak  with  perfect  precision,  it  is  an 
excofytion  or  restraint  for  a  limited  time,  of  the 
exercise  of  a  power.  Such  an  exception,  it  is  most 
clear,  is  conclusivB  evidence  of  a  grant ;  for  if  there 
llrere  no  power  granted,  there  could  be  no  excep- 
tion from,  or  restraint  upon,  its  exercise.  It  is  of 
itself  equivalent  to  a  grant  of  the  power,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time.  A  rule  of  this  House  di- 
rects, that  strangers  shall  not  be  admitted  during 
the  time  it  is  in  session.  Would  any  one  doubt 
thai  this  gives  permission  to  strangers  to  enter  at 
other  times? 

If  this  interpretation,  however,  (contrary  as  it  is 
to  the  plain  design  of  the  Constitution,)  were  cor- 
Tftetj  stiil  there  would  be  ho  difficulty.  It  follows 
immediately  afbo*  the  enumeration  hX.  the  powers 
grafted  to  Congress,  and  «mong  them  we  shall 
certainly  find  tluit  wnieh  was  intended  for  a  time 
to  be  restrained,  unless  we  suppose  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  to  have  misunderstood,  most 
gtossly,  their  own  work.  If  there  be  some  ambi- 
guity in  the  language,  it  arises  from  the  remark- 
able reserve  of  the  convention  opon  a  subject  which 
they  did  not  chbose  to  call  by  its  proper  name,  and 
t&at  ambiguity  ought  to  be  favoraluy  expomided. 
Congress,  then,  have  a  power  '^to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,"  and  for  that 
purpose  they  have  a  specific  power  to  '^regulate 
oOfmnerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  Slaves  are  ervery 
it^here  articles  of  trade,  the  subject  of  traffic  and 
commerce,  bought  and  sold,  from  place  to  place, 
and  from  hand  to  hand,  by  public  sale  or  by 
private  sale,  as  suits  the  convenience  or  interest 
of  the  owner,  and  in  all  respects  treated  as  prop- 
arty.  The  general  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
includes  in  it,  of  ciourse,  a  power  to  regulate  this 


kind  of  commeree.  Wttii  icspeet  to  slaves  im- 
ported from  abroad,  this  has  not  been  disfwted. 
and  cannot  he  disputed ;  while  it  coatuiaed,  it  was 
a  branch  of  the  trade  with  foreign  natioBs.  The 
povrer  to  regulate  commerce  *'  amon^  the  Stste"^ 
18  given  in  the  same  clause,  and  in  exactly  tk 
same  terms,  as  the  power  to  '^  rwalate  commeroe 
with  foreign  nations."  If  the  fiittcr  aothonzed 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  froa 
abroad,  (which  has  never  been  ercn  qnestiooed.) 
how  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  fbnner  giTestiieBi 
authority,  when  in  their  opinion  the  ^  general  «d- 
fare"  or  the  '^conunon  de&nce"  itMjuire  it,  to  pnv 
hibit  the  transportation  from  State  to  Slate  ?  1/ 
one  comprehends  slaves,  so  does  the  other;  sad.  if 
this  conchision  bad  never  been  carried  into  pracn- 
cal  efiect,  it  would  only  prove  tbnt  no  esse  had 
occurred  in  which  Congress  thought  it  expcdkat 
to  exert  the  power.  But  this  eonstriicti<ni  is  6b- 
viously  necessary  to  the  plain  design  of  the  Cod- 
stitution,  not  only  to  the  large  and  liberal  viein 
with  respect  to  the  whole  subject  of  sJavety,  of 
which  I  will  speak  hereafter,  but  the  partiaibr 
design  manifested  in  the  v»y  clause  now  in  qoes- 
tion.  It  is  conceded  that  Congress  might  at  all 
times  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  ai 
well  as  into  States  formed  after  the  CoostitutiooL, 
the  restriction,  until  the  year  1808,  being  oonfiKd 
to  the  States  then  existing. 

Of  what  avail  was  this  povrer,  (however  de> 
rived,)  unless  they  could  also  prevent  importation 
tkrough  other  States,  or  rather  the  pnasageof  newly 
imported  slaves  from  the  old  States,  iaio  aew 
States  or  Territories  ?  Sir,  this  constractiaB,  in 
itself  so  reasonable,  has  actually  been  adopted  ta 
practice.  By  the  act  of  1804,  for  dividing  Louis- 
iana into  two  territories,  and  making  pn>visioo  for 
the  government  of  the  southern  portion,  it  is  enacted, 
that  no  slaves  shall  be  imported  from  nbread*  and 
none  shall  be  brouffht  from  any  port  or  place  withia 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  that  have  beoi  im- 
potted  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1796 ;  or  shaJl 
hereafler  be  imported.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to 
say,  that  the  slaves  of  a  man  migratiaff  firem  one 
State  to  another,  are  not  carried  thither  finr  the 
purpose  of  comacieree  or  trade,  but  are  a  pan  of 
what  has  been  called  ^his  &mily."  The  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  extends  to  every  thing  which 
is  the  subject  of  traffic,  and  is  limited  only  by  the 
nature  of  the  article,  not  by  the  intention  or  views 
of  the  owner ;  or  else,  ev^y  law  Iw  the  rcgnlanoB 
of  trade  would  become  inensctual-^sAaves  may  he 
canted  for  the  puifose  of  selliiig,  and  even  when 
this  is  not  the  original  intention,  they  may  ncTer- 
theless  be  sold,  and  a  man  afler  atsposing  <tf  all  his 
'*  family,"  mav  return  and  buy  anoiher  masily  aad 
afterwards  sell  it.  They  are  aitieles  of  traffic,  and 
that  is  enough ;  neither  is  it  any  answer  to  say, 
that  the  power  in  cjuestion  is  a  power  to  be  ex- 
ertised  by  keislation,  aad  not  in  the  form  of  a 
condition  to  be  prescribed  to  a  particular  State. 
If  it  exist  at  all,  of  which  I  hope  there  is  now  do 
doubt,  we  arrive,  afker  this^  I  fear,  rery  tedious  ia- 
vestigation,  at  a  result  decisive  of  the  present  tat- 
troversy.    For,  if  the  exposition  given  be  coneet, 
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t  will  follow,  that  no  State  of  the  Union,  having 
mce  abolished  slavery^,  can  re-establish  it  without 
he  consent  of  Congress ;  and  that  it  b  no  dispar- 
igement  of  the  rights  of  a  new  State,  to  lay  it  under 
he  same  prohibition.  There  is,  then,  a  precise 
ind  perfect  equality. 

Bat,  notwithstanding  any  supposed  ambiguity  in 
he  Ccmstitution,  arising  from  the  cause  I  have  ad- 
verted to,  there  are  great  leading  points  in  that 
nstniment^  which  were  intended  to  stand  out  upon 
»ccasions  like  the  present,  as  guides  and  marks  to 
iirect  our  steps,  and  it  is  a  relief  to  >  ourselves,  as 
rell  as  a  debt  of  justice  to  those  who  framed  the 
constitution,  to  keep  them  constantly  in  view. 
Ve  can  see  there,  plainly  asserted,  the  political 
nd  personal  equality  of  men ;  a  deep  and  humilia- 
Ing  sense  of  the  evil  of  slavery ;  a  hope  that  it 
light  at  some  time  be  abolished,  and  a  determi- 
ation  as  soon  as  {possible  to  abolish  it.  From  the 
ate  of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  moment, 
nese  have  been  the  governing  principles  of  this 
Ation's  conduct,  and  the  present  is  the  first  effort 
3  arrest  a  career  urged  equally  by  policy  and  hu- 
lanity.  If  Missouri  be  permitted  •  to  establish 
lavery,  we  shall  brin^  upon  ourselves  the  charges 
f  hypocrisy  and  insmcerity,  and  upon  the  Con- 
titutioa  a  deep  stain,  which  must  impair  its  lustre, 
ind  weaken  its  title  to  the  public  esteem.  It  is  to 
to  purpose^  to  say,  that  the  question  of  slavery  is  a 
[uestion  of  State  concern.  It  affects  the  Union,  in 
ts  interests,  its  resources  amd  character,  petma- 
lentlv ;  periiaps  forever.  One  single  State,  to 
iratiiy  the  deaue  of  a  moment,  may  do  what  all 
he  Union  cannot  undo;  may  produce  an  ever- 
asting  evil,  shame  and  repBroach.  And  why? 
because  it  is  a  State  right  Sir,  you  may  turn 
his  matter  as  you  will;  Missouri,  when  she 
becomes  a  State,  grows  out  'of  the  Constitution, 
he  is  formed  under  the  care  of  Congress,  and  ad* 
tutted  by  Congress  \  and  if  sne  has  a  right  to  es* 
ablish  slavery,  it  b  a-  right  derived  directly  from 
lie  Constitution,  and  conferred  upon  her  tnrough 
he  instramentality  of  Congress.  We  cannot  e»- 
ape  froia  our  share  of  the  blame,  and  (which  is 
nhnitely  worse)  we  cannot  rescue  the  Constitution 
rom  the  oppvol^ium  which  belongs  to  such  a  deed, 
rhat  refined  construction,  which  makes  the  Con- 
titution  a  silent  and  acquiescing  accessary,  looking 
vith  undisturbed  comiaacency  upon  what  it  pro- 
esses  to  hold  in  detestation,  may  answer  the  nur- 
K>se  of  argument  here,  but  it  can  avail  no  where 
dse.  The  jud^ent  of  mankind  is  not  foimed 
ipon  artificml  distinctions  like  this.  As  surely  as 
he  tree  is  judged  by  its  fruit,  will  the  Constitution 
>e  judged  by  what  it  produces.  I  earnestly  be- 
leech  gentlemen^  then,  to  save  the  Constitution 
rom  a  stain,  whieh  has  never  yet  been  fixed  iqpon 
t,  and  with  this  entreaty,  under  the  deepest  and 
nost  sincere  feeling^  I  leave  it  in  their  hands. 

2.  Upon  the  suhjeet  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  I 
¥ill  detain  the  Committee  but  a  short  time.  It 
las  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  the 
weakness  of  the  argument  against  the  amaidjnent, 
hat  it  was  obliged  to  .resort  for  support,  to  this 
ofNic,  because  it  supposes  that  the  inhabitants  of 
he  Territory  of  Misoouri  have  higher  lights  and 


privil^es  than  the  citizens  of  any  terhtory  within 
the  original  limits  of  the  United  States.  One  gen- 
tleman says,  indeed,  that  Missouri  derives  her  right 
from  Heaven.  If  so,  there  is  an  end  to  all  question 
about  the  Constitution  or  the  treaty,  though  it 
might  be  extremely  difficult  for  some  of  us  to  un- 
derstand how,  from  such  a  source,  could  be  de- 
rived a  lawful  power  to  establish  slavery. 

If  we  are  bound  by  treaty  stipulations,  it  will  be 
admitted  that  they  must  be  fulfilled.  The  public 
faith  is  to  be  preserved  inviolate,  at  every  hazard 
of  consequences.  But,  before  we  admit  a  construc- 
tion so  dangerous  as  that  contended  for,  let  us  ex- 
amine carerally  the  extent  of  our  obligations. 

There  are  none,  I  suppose  it  will  be  conceded, 
who  can  call  the  treaty  to  their  aid,  but  those  who 
were  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,  and  sub- 
jects of  the  ceding  Power,  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sion. In  terms,  the  article  in  qaestion  applies  only 
to  them.  Suppose  it  had  all  been  vacant  territory 
at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and  since  peopled  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  would  it  haye  been 
seriously  asserted  that  they  acquired  any  new  or 
higher  jM'ivileges  or  rights,  by  migrating  to  Louis- 
iana? As  to  the  oriffmal  iimabitants  Si^nselves. 
it  is  a  question,  not  of  lep^islative,  but  of  judicial 
cognizance ;  for  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  kw  of  the 
land.  The  condition,  however,  such  as  it  is,  is 
not  annexed*  to  the  TerrUory;  it  is  a  stipulation  in 
favor  of  the  free  inhabitants,  and,  as  to  them,  it 
has  no  application,  after  they  have  become  incor- 
porated into  the  Union,  and  are  made  citizens  of 
the  United  States ;  they  then  become  subject  to 
the  legislation  of  Congress.  The  distinction  be- 
tween  the  Territory  and  the  inhabitants  is  so  ob- 
vious as  to  be  perceived  at  a  single  glance.  The 
one  is  simply  ceded,  transf(Mied  in  sovereignty, 
which  places  it  exactly  upon  the  same  footing  as 
any  other  Territory  of^the  United  States,  without 
any  condition.  Tne  other,  that  is,  the.free  inhab- 
itants^ are  also  transferred,  but  wiui  a  attpnlationf 
entirely  personal,  that  they  shall,  as  soon  as  ppssi- 
ble,  '^  be  incorporated  in  the  Union,  and  adnaitted 
to  the  engoyraent  of  all  the  rights,  advantages  and 
immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,^' and 
^<  in  the  meofUinu  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property^  and  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

How  It  was  intended  to  make  tfaem  citizens,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know.  Certainly  a  treaty  can- 
not confer  the  privileges  of  citizenship;  that  can 
(mly  be  done  by  the  operatbn  of  an  imilbim  nat- 
uralization law  i  and  while  it  is  aduiowledfled  that 
the  treaty^inaking  power  may  rightfully  nnd  us 
to  do  evcary  thing  which  is  wrthin  the  ConsUttt- 
tional  competency  of  any  dqiartment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  can  never  be  allowed  to  gfo  further,  for 
then  it  would  transcend  the  C^mstilution  itself. 
By  what  means  iheae  free  inhabilants  were  to  be 
made  citizens,  or  at  what  time,  axe  questional 
need  not  now  attempt  to  answer.  There  is  some 
difficulty  in  them,  undoubtedly.  This  difficulty 
it  was,  or  rather  the  impossibility  of  bringing  the 
inhabitants  into  the  Union,  by  any  prooess  un- 
known to  the  ordinary  leflMationythiatoecasioiied, 
in  the  first  place,  the  qudifieation  of  the  engage- 
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ment  "  as  soon  as  possible,"  which  may  be  fairly 
ioterpreted  to  mean  *^  as  soon  as  our  Constitution 
would  permit ;"  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  stipu- 
lation that,  until  they  should  become  citizens,  they 
should  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
mrat  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  Prom 
the  moment  thev  are  incorporated,  (this  is  the  pre- 
cise import  of  tne  treaty,)  they  are  to  be  upon  the 
same  footinff  with  all  other  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Till  then,  they  are  aliens,  but  are  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  their  alienage. 

Did  we  mean  to  permit  any  foreign  Power  to 
intermeddle  with  our  internsu  concerns?  The 
sanction  of  treaties  is  in  the  ability  of  those  who 
make  them,  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  stip- 
ulations they  contain.  Were  our  negotiators  so 
unwise,  were  the  President  and  Senate  so  forget- 
ful of  tneir  duty,  as  to  make  and  ratify  a  treaty  by 
which  our  own  citizens  were  enablei  to  appeal 
from  this  Grovernment  to  a  foreign  Power,  and  call 
in  its  interference,  by  war,  if  necessary,  to  settle 
their  rights  ?  Such  a  supposition  is  entirely  inad- 
missible. This  article  was  probably  proposed  by 
our  own  negotiators :  if  it  was  not,  it  was  a  most 
unequivocal  tribute,  from  the  other  high  contract- 
ing party,  of  respect  for  our  Constitution  and  laws; 
for  it  admits  that  no  further  security  was  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  their  ceded  subjects.  But  did 
it  mean  to  give  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
any  peculiar  rights  of  property,  higher  or  greater 
than  those  enjoyed  by  otner  citizens,  after  they 
should  become  citizens  of  the  United  States?  It 
was  beyond  the  treaty-makine  power  to  grant  or 
to  contract  to  that  extent.  Will  it  be  admitted 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  citizen 
that  to  the  Constitution  should  be  superadded  the 
obligations  of  a  treaty,  and  that  to  the  principles 
of  our  Gk>Ternment  roust  be  joined  the  right  of 
calling  in  a  foreign  Power  ?  Why,  sir,  I  have 
heard  it  said  in  this  debate  that  the  treaty  not  only 

S'ves  rights  to  those  who  inhabited  the  Territory, 
It  also  to  our  own  citizens  who  have  migrated 
thither  since  the  cession.  The  doctrine  thus  as- 
serted appears  even  more  objectionable  than  that 
I  have  alluded  to ;  but  it  is  only  worse  in  appear- 
ance, for  in  both  cases  it  supposes  an  appeal  to  a 
foreign  Power,  from  our  own  citizens,  against  the 
Government. 

What  are  the  ^^  rights,  advantages,  and  privi- 
leges," of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana? 
They  are  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  are,  therefore,  independent  of  local  rights, 
or  those  which  depend  upon  residence  in  a  partic- 
ular place.  An  inhabitant  of  a  State  has  certain 
privileges  arisins  from  his  inhabitancy  of  the 
State.  An  inhabitant  of  a  Territory,  too,  has  cer- 
tain privileges,  which  arise  from  his  living  in  a 
Territory.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
resides  neither  in  a  State  or  Territory,  but  is  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  Union,  enjoys  neither  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  State  or  Territory ;  but  he  possesses  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  Stat^  which  are  common  to  all  the 
three  descriptions  of  persons.  When  an  inhabit- 
ant of  Louisiana  is  made  a  citizen  of  the  United 


States  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  "  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,"  of  a  citizen.  He  cams 
them  with  him  wherever  he  goes ;  if  he  is  in  a 
State,  he  may  add  to  them  State  privileges;  if  he 
is  in  a  Territory,  he  may  enjoy  the  rights  of  an 
inhabitant  of  a  Territory ;  in  either,  or  beyond  the 
limits  of  both,  he  is  still  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  an  equal  footing  with  any  other 
citizen. 

it  has  been  argued^  indeed,  that  they  are  lo  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  that  this  canBoC 
be  done  without  forming  them  into  a  Stale  or 
States.  Should  we  admit  this  argimient  to  its 
full  extent  it  would  leave  us  exactly  w^here  it  foood 
us,  for,  as  thev  are  to  be  incorporated  (by  the  ex- 
press terms  oi  the  treaty)  ^^  acMdiag  to  the  pna- 
ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution^''  ^ire  shodd  sdD 
be  obliged  to  return  to  the  ConstituticNa  to  ia^iire 
upon  what  terms  States  are  to  be  admitted.  And 
certainly  the  plain  answer  would  be,  that  thej  ue 
to  be  admitted  upon  the  same  terms  as  other  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States.  But  the  fallacy  of 
the  argument  lies  in  applying  to  the  territory 
(which  is  ceded  in  full  sovereignty)  ^what  was  in- 
tended only  for  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  more 
is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  detect  the  fallacy  tbaa 
to  trace  it  to  some  of  its  consequences.  Wbat 
right,  upon  the  construction  contended  Ibr,  had  vt 
to  postpone  the  admission  for  a  single  day?  Wliy, 
gentiemen  will  f«y,  the  Territory  had  not  the  re- 
quisite number  of  inhabitants.  Bat  no  nnmher  oi 
inhabitants  is  necessary,  except  by  the  jnetice 
under  the  Constitution,  and  that  same  ptactiee 
fives  us  certain  other  powers,  which  need  not  now 
be  mentioned,  including  the  very  one  in  questioa. 
Again,  sir,  according  to  this  hypothesis,  wbit  au- 
thority had  we  to  divide  this  great  Territory; 
why  not  admit  it  all  as  one  State?  They  wiU 
say  it  was  too  large  for  a  single  State.  Tnw;  bat 
the  Constitution  has  not  ascertained  the  size  of  a 
State,  nor  has  it  even  been  settled  in  practice,  f(W 
we  have  States  of  all  sizes,  from  70,500  square 
miles,  ^ Virginia,)  to  1,548  square  miles,  (Rhode 
Island.)  The  truth  is,  and  it  is  vain  to  attempt 
to  disguise  it,  that  the  common  understanding  of 
all  parties  has  long  ago  fixed  the  interpretatkm  of 
the  treaty  upon  a  footing  not  now  to  be  disturbed. 
This  Territory,  like  every  other  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  is  subject  to  the  power  of  toe  Gov- 
ernment, to  be  opened  for  sale ;  to  be  settled,  di- 
vided and  subdivided,  and  regulated,  according  to 
its  policy;  and  finally  to  be  formed  into  States  and 
admittea  when  it  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

While  I  am  upon  this  subject  of  the  treaty  I 
wish  to  examine  it  with  a  different  view,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  show  the  enormous  extent  of  the 
doctrine  contended  for.  which  will,  I  think,  afford 
a  strong  argument  in  raror  of  the  right  of  Coi- 
gress  to  impose  the  restriction.  Whence  did  the 
treaty-making  power  derive  its  authority  to  pui^ 
chase  lands,  and  freemen, and  slaves?  Ph>m  any 
express  words  of  the  Constitution  ?  No.  It  most 
then  be  implied ;  and  implied  from  what  ?  Either 
from  the  possession  of  sovereim  authorit^^,  to  vriiidi 
it  is  an  incident,  or,  from  the  broad  terms  of  t^ 
grant,  which  is  to  make  treaties,  upon  the  giooiid 


I 


1205 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


120C 


P*BBRUARY,  ISSO. 


AdmisBion  of  Miaouru 


H.  orR. 


iiat  treaties  may  stipalate  for  a  partham  of  terri-* 
;ory.  It  is  then  a  sort  of  impued  power.  And 
¥hat  is  next  implied  ?  Tbat  the  territory  thus  ac- 
luired  is  to  be  upon  a  differmt  footing  from  any 
)ther  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
I^ongress  most  form  States  of  it,  and  must  ad- 
nit  them.  There,  sir^  the  implication  all  at  once 
tops  short.  No  conditions  are  to  be  imposed ;  no 
erms  offered ;  no  stipulations  entered  mto,  how- 
!Ter  salutary  or  even  indispensably  necessary  for 
he  welfare  of  the  Union.  No — ^you  are  not  even 
0  require  them  to  have  their  legislative  and  judi- 
iial  proceedings  in  intdligible  language.  The 
rhole  policy  of  the  nation  is  to  yield  to  Sie  views 
ind  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory, 
rho  are,  notwithstanding,  to  become  an  integral 
•art  of  the  Union^  and  nave  a  fuU  voice  in  your 
eliberations.  What  is  your  treaty-making  power 
hen  7  Paramount  to  all  the  authorities  of  tne  na** 
ion ;  paramount  to  the  Constitution  itself;  para- 
ciount  even  to  the  people. 

Try  this  principle  by  anv  practical  test,  and  see 
vhere  it  will  lead  us.  The  United  States  have 
10  power  (it  is  contended)  to  prevent  or  limit 
lavery,  and  they  have  no  power  td  stop  migra- 
ion.  You  have  purchased  a  territory  nearly  eaual 
n  extent  to  all  the  original  States.  A  single  plan- 
ation  may  inoculate  the  whole  with  this  odious 
lisease.  The  50,000  slaves  in  Louisiana  may 
slacken  the  country  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
'acific.  What  becomes  of  the  free  States  then  ? 
^or  every  five  slaves  there  are  three  votes,  and  the 
ime  may  come  when  the  voice  of  the  slaves,  in 
he  councils  of  the  nation,  will  be  louder  than  tnat 
)f  the  freemen.  Heaven  forbid!  for  if  it  should, 
vhat  would  be  the  condition  of  those  who  live  in 
he  free  States  7  There  is  something  humiliating 
Q  labor — in  the  labor  of  getting  a  living — and  it 
i  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  master  of  an 
lundred  -slaves  should  have  any  feelings  in  com- 
aon  with  him  who  earns  his  bread  by  his  daily 
rork.  What  becomes  of  the  compact  of  the  Con- 
titution  itself,  settled,  as  it  was,  upon  the  basis  of 
he  existing  States,  'and  of  the  States  to  be  formal 
>ut  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  whose  •condition, 
IS  respects  slavery,  was  irrevocably  fixed  ?  The 
^nse  of  that  compact  is  entirely  changed.  Its 
brm  may  remain,  out  the  substance,  the  life  of  it, 
s  gone  for  ever.  The  same  principle,  too,  ^for  it 
s  indefinite  in  its  capacity,)  may  be  applied  to 
uture  acquisitions.  War  or  negotiation,  concjuest 
>r  treaty,  might  bring  the  island  of  Culn.  within 
he  limits  of  the  Union.    But  I  am  satisfied,  and 

hope  the  Committee  are  satisfied,  that  the  treaty 
las  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  I  discard  it 
iltogether. 

I  will  now,  with  the  leave  of  the  Committee, 
>roceed  to  the  remaining  branch  of  this  very  in- 
eresting  subject,  or  what  is  called  die  question  of 
expediency. 

ft  is  decreed  that  slavery  shall  be  a  very  great 
-▼il,  and,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  one  of  its 
ncidents  is,  that  where  it  exists,  it  can  never  be 
airly  or  freely  discussed.  It  must  be  taken  up  at 
i  certain  point,  which  admits  every  thing  that 
Coes  before,  and  among  the  rest  (m  the  qualified 


sense)  the  lawfulness  of  its  origin  and  existence. 
I  will  not  disturb  this  arrangement,  but  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  slavery  is  a  great  moral  and 
political  evil.  If  it  be  not,  let  it  take  its  course; 
if  it  be  good,  let  be  encouraged  ;  if  it  be  an  evil,  I 
am  opposed  to  its  further  extension.  This  is  a 
plain,  simple,  clear,  intelligible  ground.  Most  of 
those  who  have  opposed  the  amendment  have 
agreed  with  us  in  characterizing  slavery  as  an 
evil  and  a  curse,  in  language  stronger  than  we 
should  perhaps  be  at  liberty  to  use.  One  of  them 
only,  the  member  from  Kentucky,  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  Committee,  (Mr.  Clay,)  rather  re- 
goves  his  friends  for  this  uncjualified  admission, 
e  says  it  is  a  very  great  evil  indeed  to  the  slave; 
but  it  is  not  an  evil  to  the  master ;  and  he  chal- 
lenges us  to  deny  that  our  fellow-citizens  of  the 
South  are  as  hospitable,  as  generous,  as  patriotic, 
as  public  spirited,  as  their  brethren  of  the  North 
or  East.  Sir.  they  are  all  this,  and  even  more. 
For  some  of  tne  virtues  enumerated  they  are  emi- 
nently and  peculiarly  distinguished ;  and  I  believe 
they  are  dencient  in  none  of  them.  It  has  long  ago 
been  remarked  that  the  masters  of  slaves  have  tne 
keenest  relish  for  their  own  liberty,  and  the  proud- 
est sense  of  their  own  independence.  It  is  natural 
that  it  should  be  so ;  the  reeling  is  quickened  by 
the  degrading  contrast  continually  before  them. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  concession  with  respect 
to  slavery,  modified  as  it  is  in  appearance,  is  quite 
as  broad  as  the  unlimited  admission  of  every  one 
else  who  has  spoken.  It  is  an  evil  to  the  slave;  it 
is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  and  its  injustice  is 
not  the  less  because  it  is  advantageous  to  some  one 
else.  Every  injury,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest, 
might  find  the  same  sort  of  mitigation.  It  is  a 
very  great  evil  to  him  who  suffers,  but  it  is  no  evil 
to  nim  who  inflicts  it.  The  satne  gentleman, 
however,  has  himself  made  the  most  unqualified 
concession ;  for  he  said  he  would  recommend  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  abolish  slavery,  and  that, 
in  his  own  State,  he  would  favor  a  general  eman- 
cipatioU)  as  soon  as  it  should  be  practicable,  which 
he  would  not  do  if  it  were  not  an  evil. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  say,  that  I  do  not  consider 
this  as  a  question  of  humanity,  or  a  question  of 
policy,  or  interest,  or  profit  or  ease ;  it  is.  disguise 
It  or  argue  it  as  you  will,  a  question  of  tne  exten- 
sion of  slavery.  It  is  a  question,  too,  not  for  the 
present  only,  but  for  future  ages ;  and  the  glorious 
example  of  our  ancestors  admonishes  us  to  make 
the  sacrifice,  if  sacrifice  iv  be,  as  we  would  have 
the  blessing^  or  the  curses  of  posterity.  Why 
^ould  we  spread  an  acknowledg[ed  evil  1  Is  there 
any  other  moral  or  physical  enl  that  we  should 
think  it  wise  or  expedient  to  treat  in  this  way  1 
Would  you  cultivate  the  ^powth  and  enlarge  tne 
noxious  influence ^f  a  poisonous  weed?  '  Would 
any  father  so  treat  his  onspring,  even  in  this  very 
instance?  If  he  were  surrbunded  with  slaves 
whom  he  believed  to  be  an  injury  and  a  curse  to 
him.  Would  he  require  his  son  at  setting  out  in  life 
to  relieve  him,  by  taking  upon  himsdf  a  part  of 
the  odious  burden  ? 

Besides,  it  is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  and  ori- 
ginating in  our  choice.   The  extension  S  il,  there- 
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fore^  is  BOt  to  be  justified  bat  by  the  most  urgent 
aod  instant  necessity,  so  evident  that  every  man 
will  at  once  agree  to  submit  to  its  imperious  dic- 
tates. I  reject  all  speculative,  or  probable,  or  mod- 
ified, or  remote  necessity ;  that  which  resolves  itself 
at  last,  when  iairly  analyzed,  into  a  matter  of 
profit,  of  convenience,  or  comparative  political 
power.  If  there  be  doubt  it  is  decisive,  even  though 
there  were  considerable  weight  of  probability  m 
favor  of  the  argument,  1  would  decide  against  it. 
Has  any  one  seriously  cpnaidered  the  scope  of  this 
doctrine  ?  It  leads  directly  to  the  establishment  of 
slavery  throughout  the  world. 

The  same  reasoning  that  will  justify  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  into  one  region  of  the  country,  wiU 
justify  its  extension  to  another.  It  leads,  too,  di- 
rectly to  the  re-establishment  of  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  for  it  has  a  tendency  to  break  down  that 
ffreat  moral  feelinff  which  has  been  gradually  ma^ 
king  its  way  in  the  world,  and  to  which  alone, 
supported  and  encouraged  as  it  has  been  by  the 
untiring  exertions  of  humane  and  benevolent  men, 
we  are  indebted  for  the  abolition  of  that  detestable 
traffic,  so  long  the  disgrace  of  Christendom.  To 
look  upon  slavery  with  indifference,  to  witness  its 
extension  without  emotion,  to  permit  one's  self  to 
calculate  its  advantages — Sir,  the  next  step,  and  a 
very  short  one  it  is,  may  be  readily  imagined. 
There  are  parts  of  this  country  now,  at  this  very 
moment,  where  the  laws  against  the  importation 
of  slaves,  with  all  their  hotvy  denunciations,  are 
oontinttally  violated.  It  is  notorious  that,  in  spite 
of  the  utmost  vigilance  that  can  be  employed,  Afri- 
can negroes  are  claadestindy  brought  in  and  sold 
as  slaves.  This  could  not  happen  if  there  were 
a  universal  senliment  against  the  trade ;  the  exist- 
ence of  the  illicit  traffic  to  any  extent,  however 
small,  affords  the  fullest  proof  that  in  those  narts 
of  the  Ubiob,  where  it  continues  to  be  carried  on, 
it  meets  encouragement  from  the  feelings  and  the 
interests  of  some  part  of  the  community.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  impute  these  feeliofls  to  any  State, 
or  to  any  eonsiderable  part  of  a  state.  Bat  the 
sordid  appetite  exists,  or  «uch  iBhuman  means 
would  not  be  employed  to  gratify  it. 

We  are  tdld,  however,  that  it  is  no  extension,  it 
is  <ottly  diffusion,  diat  is  to  be  the  tfect. 

I  eonHfess  I  do  not  well  understand  the  distinc- 
tion. The  diffusion  of  slaves  is  an  extension  of 
the  system  of  riavery,  with  all  its  odioua  features, 
and  if  it  were  true,  as  it  certainly  is  not  that  their 
numbers  would  not  be  increased  by  it,  still,  it  would 
be  at  least  impolitic.  But,  for  what  purpose  is 
this  diffusion  to  be  encoara|^ed  ?  To  disperse  and 
weaken  and  dilute  the  morbid  and  dangeroos  mat* 
ter,  says  one.  To  better  the  condition  of  the  daves 
by  spreading  them  over  a  large  suriace,  says  ano- 
ther* A  third  tells  us,  that  we  cannot  justly  refuse 
to  permit  a  man  to  remove  with  his  family.  A 
fourth  comes  directly  to  the  ouestion  of  interest^ 
and  his  reason  is,  that  land  in  the  State  of  Missouri 
has  been  bought  by  individuals  upon  the  &ith  of 
its  bemg  a  slave  State,  and  if  we  prohibit  slavery 
there,  these  lands  will  fall  in  value.  And  in  the 
rear  of  all  these,  comes  an  appeal  to  the  public 
interasv  in  the  shape  of  a  suggestion,  that  suivery 


must  be  ^permitted  in  order  to  maintain  the  pm 
of  the  public  lands. 

I  would  ask  gentlemen  seriooaly  to  ezamine 
their  hearts,  and  see  if  they  are  not  deoeiyingtheBk- 
selves.— I  am  sore  thev  mean  not  to  deceive  othcn. 
Do  they  remember  tne  arguments  by  whidi  tk 
slave  trade  was  so  long  and  so  obstiii^ely  defended 
in  England  7  The  triumph  of  homanlty  tlMre  b 
quite  recent,  and  the  contest  is  a  moniuxientof  tk 
zeal  and  ingenirity  that  may  be  enlinted  in  aeascL 
which  we  im  asree  to  have  been  utterly  indefea- 
sible, and  whicn  no  man  havmff  a  respect  for 
himself  would  now  have  the  hardmood  to  attesipi 
to  defend.  The  arguments  then  employed,  I  so 
sorry  to  say,  have  too  much  resen&bla^ifie  to  ihose 
which  are  ur^red  upon  this  question  of  expedicaey. 
The  debates  m  Parliament,  the  memonab  from 
Bristol  and  Liverpool,  the  representations  of  West 
India  merchants,  and  ship  owners,  and  owber  of 
West  India  plantations,-  were  filled  with  state- 
ments of  the  importahce  of  the  traffic  to  the  nan- 
gation  and  trade,  and  revenue,  and  colonies,  and  ill 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  Kingdom.  Yei 
sir,  and  they  undertook  to  strengthen  their  aigo- 
meot  by  gravely  asserting  that  the  African  sbve 
was  realljr  rescued  from  much  greater  misery,  bv 

Eutting  him  on  board  a  slave  ship  and  canyiof 
im  in  irons,  if  he  haj^pened  to  survirer  to  ik 
^ce  destined  for  his  perpetual  imprisonmat 
These  things  are  familiar  to  everybody,  and  ^ 
are  now  treated  as  they  deserre  to  be. 

Bat  it  is  only  difiiision  ^that  is  desired  b  diis 
a  reasonalde  desire  ?  But  little  more  tbaa  thirty 
years  have  dapsed  since  ^e  ConstitBtba  wa& 
adopted.  Two  States  of  tins  Union  (South  Car- 
olina and  Geoigia)  then  insisted  upon  rescrviaf  , 
for  twenty  years,  the  privilege  <jf  supplying  thaB- 
selves  with  slaves  from  abroad,  and  refaed  to 
come  into  the  Union  unless  Congress  wffe  pro- 
hibited, during  that  time,  from  preventing  ioipaita- 
tion.  Congress  were  accordingly  prohibited,  and 
scareely  ten  years  have  dapsed  since  the  prohibi- 
tion ceased.  Can  they  reasonatiy  aak  already  tD 
be  permitted  to  diffiiae  what  they  were  thea  so 
anxious  to  possess?  Are  t^y  so  soon  overbBr- 
dened  ?  It  cannot  be,  for  the  illicit  trade  is  stiQ 
carried  on,  and  that  wonld  end  at  once,  if  thnc 
were  not  a  demand  and  a  market. 

I  mavbe  told,  and  told  whh  truth,  that  the  otho 
slavehoAdtDg  States  aro  not  exposed  to  the  same 
remark.  Of  Vkginia,  especially,  it  ^ves  me  plea- 
sure to  speak  OB  this  subject,  with  smeere  respecL 
While  yet  a  colony,  she  remonstmted  against  die 
introduction  of  slaves.  One  oi  the  earliest  sets  of 
her  government,  after  her  independence^  put  an 
end  to  the  trade ;  and  it  has  always  been  under- 
*  stood,  to  her  honor,  that,  in  convention,  her  voice 
and  her  most  strenuous  exertions  were  einploWd 
in  fiivor  of  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  traffic- 
Still,  sir,  with  respect  to  any  or  all  the  slaTcfaold- 
ing  States,  I  may  be  dlowed  to  aak,  is  diffusicfi 
now  necessary  1  I  think  it  is  not  Look  at  xkt 
present  price  of  slaves.  Does  that  indicate  as 
actual  increase  of  their  numbers  to  such  an  WMtoau 
as  to  require  division  ?  I  am  informed  by  a  e^- 
tienaa,  upon  whose  accfuracy  I  jdace  great  retece, 
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iiat,  from  the  adof»tion  of  the  Constitution  to  the 
present  time,  the  price  has  heen  rjegularlv  advaao- 
n^.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  as  high  now 
IS  it  was  a  year  ago.  It  was  then,  like  every  thing 
iise,  afiected  by  specnlation.  But  taking  average 
)eriods,  say  of  five  or  six  years,  there  has  been  a 
egular  and  constant  advance,  manifesting  a  de- 
nand  at  least  equal  to  the  supply. 

Take  another  and  a  larger  view.  Look  at  the 
extent  of  territory  occupied  entirely  by  freemen, 
ind  that  which  is  occupied  by  freemen  and  slaves, 
fou  will  find  that  at  the  time  of  the  last  census, 
Q  1810,  444,070  square  miles  were  inhabited  by 
1,333,336  free  persons,  and  1,138,360  slaves,  giving 
I  total  of  3,471 ,696.  At  the  same  period,  3,650,101 
ree  persons  had  for  their  portion  312,736  square 
ailes.  Such  was  then  the  comparative  ^Etent 
nd  population  of  the  free  States,  and  of  the  ada ve- 
lolding  States  and  Territories ;.  the  latter,  with 
ewer  inhabitants  by  almost  two  hundred  thousand, 
lossessin^  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
quare  miles  of  land  more  than  the  forrn^  i  a  traet 
)f  country  equal  in  sise  to  the  two  largest  States 
a  the  Union.  The  [xmulation  in  the  free  States 
ve  know  increases  with  greater  rapidity  than  in 
he  slaveholdmg  States.  At  the  present  time,  it 
5  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  dispacity  is  greater 
ban  it  was  in  1810,  and  more  unfavorable  to  the 
ree  inhabitants.  In  making  the  distribution  of 
oture  comforts,  we  ought  to  have  at  least  an 
qual  eye  to  the  latter,  and  they,  I  .think,  from 
his  statement,  ace  most  likely  soon  to  want  room 
0  diffuse. 

If  it  were  not  dwelling  too  long  upon  this  part 
)f  the  subject,  I  vKOuld  a,skgentMien  to  look  also 
it  the  comparative  statement,  of  the  population  to 
he  square  mile  in  the  free  States,  and  in  the  slave- 
loldiog.  States.  They  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Sey- 
lert's  work,  Cjf»§fi  45.)  If  I  mistake  not^  the  aver- 
igc  of  the.  former  was  27.56,  and  of  the  latter, 
.5.36 — applying  the  computation  to  the  Stales 
contained  in  the  table.  These  £M;ts  sufficiently 
inswer  the  question  whether  diffusion  of  the.  slave 
lopulation  is  now  necessary. 

I  am  fully  convinced,  however,  that  this  idea  of 
l^ffuaion  (as  distinguished  from  tsAtmum^  which  is 
it  present  so  ffreat  a  favorite)  is  altogether  found- 
^  m  error.  If  the  amount  of  the  slave  nnpida^ion 
v'ere  fixed,  and  it  could  not  be  increased,  it  would 
10  doubt  be  correct  to  say,  that  in  spreading  it 
)ver  a  larger  surface,  you  only  diffused  it.  But 
his  Is  certainlv  not  the  case.  We  need  itot  recur 
or  proof  or  illustration  to  the  kws  that  govern 
x)pulation.  Our  own  experience  unhappily  shows 
hat  this  evil  has  a  great  capacity  to  increase ;  and 
ts  present  magnitude  is  such  as  to  occasion  the 
nost  serious  anxiety,  la  1700^  there  were  in  the 
[Jnited  States  694,280  slaves ;  m  1800,  diere  were 
)89,881 ;  and  in  1810, 1,165,441.  This  is  a  gloomy 
Hcture.  The  arguments  of  gentlemen  On  the  (^ 
)08ite  side  admit  that  an  increase  will  take  place ; 
for  they  are  fouijided  upon  the  belief  that  the  time 
nust  arrive  when  the  slaves  will  be  so  multiplied 
IS  to  become  dsmgerous  to  their  possessors.  There 
tre  indeed  no  limits  to  the  increase  of  population, 
ilack  or  white,  slave  or  free,  bux  those  whaeh  de- 


pend upon  the  BMans  of  snbsistenoe.  By  enlaig^ 
lag  the  space,  generally  speaking,  you  increase  the 
quantity  of  food,  and  of  course  you  increase  the 
nuikibenof  the  people.  Our  own  illustrious  Frank- 
lin, with  his  usual  sagacity,  long  ago  discovered 
this  imp(Mtant  truth.  "  Was  the  face  of  the  earth 
^  (he  says)  vacant  of  other  plants,  it  might  be  grad- 
'  ually  sowed  and  ovefspread  with  one  kind  only ; 
^  as  ior  instance  with  fomel ;  and  were  it  en^ty 
*'  of  other  inhabitants,  it  might  in  a  few  ages  be 
'  replenished  from  one  nation  only ;  as  for  instance 
'  with  Englishmen."  If  this  does  not  exactly  hap- 
pen, it  is  mily  because  la  their  march  they  are  met 
and  resisted  by  other  plants  and  by  other  people, 
struggling  like  themsdves  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence. 

By  enlarging  the  limits  for  slavery,  you  axe  thus 
pvepanng  the  means  for  its  indefinite  increase  and 
extension ;  and  the  result  will  be  to  keep  the  pres- 
ent slav^olding  States  snppliad  to  their  wiskes 
with  this  description  of  papulation,  and  to  etiable 
them  to  throw  off  the  surplus,  with  all  its  produc- 
tive power,  on  the  West,  as  long  as  the  country 
shall  he  able  and  willing  to  receive  them.  To 
what  extent  you  will  in  this  way  inoiease  the  skre 
population,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate;  but  that 
you  will  increi^  it  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  it 
IS  equally  certain  that  the  increase  will  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  free  peculation. 

The  same  gentleman,  to  whom  I  have  several 
times  referred  before,  (Mr.  Clay,)  insists  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case.  He  says,  that  the  ratio  of 
increase  of  slave  population  shows  that  its  activity 
is  now  at  the  maximum;  and,  as  this  implies  the 
existence  of  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  you 
cannot  by  any  chanse,  accelerate  the  increase. 
He  thesetore  infers,  that  if  from  twenty  slaves  in 
an  old  State  you  take  two,  and  transfer  them  to  a 
new  one,  it  is  an  actual  diminution  in  the  Stale 
from  wnich  they  are  taken  to  that  amount ;  and 
putting  the  two  States  together  you  simply  change 
the  place,  but  do  not  alter  the  quantity.  Suppos- 
ing the  feet  to  be  as  it  is  here  assumed  to  be, 
that  the  activity  of  inccease  is  now  at  its  maxi- 
mum, it  forms  a  most  conclusive  argument  against 
the  necessity  of  division.  It  proves  that  there  is 
ample  room  and  abundant  means  of  subsistence 
within  the  limits  that  now  circomsciibe  the  slave 
population,  and  that  no' enlargement  of  these  lim- 
its is  necessary.  But,  sir,  we  must  look  a  little 
into  the  future.  Legislation  on  this  subiect  is  not 
merely  for  the  momeot  we  occupy.  The  whole 
scope  of  the  argument  against  us  is  founded  upon 
the  bdief  that  the  time  must  come  when  the  slaves 
wi(l  be  straitened  in  the  Territory,  large  as  it  is. 
which  now  confines  them*  When  that  time  shall 
acrive,  I  presume  it  wiU  not  be  denied  that. their 
numbers  will  be  increased  by  enlarging  the  space 
for  them ;  and  then,  certainly,  you  will  have  ex- 
tended slavery  in  every  sense. 

Will  it  be  such  a  dispersion  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smtth)  has  talked  of?  If, 
like  prisoners  of  war,  (one  of  the  eases  he  has 
mentioned,)  they  were  to  be  detained  for  a  limited 
time,  and  then  set  at  liberty ;  or  if  they  were  to.be 
mixed  in  society,  and  gcadualiy  kwe  tlieir  distinct- 
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ire  character  in  the  mixtore,  dispenion  would  be 
yghly  expedient  and  just.  But,  they  are  negroes 
and  uares — so  they  are  to  continue. 

Their  descendants  are  to  be  negroes  and  slares 
to  the  latest  generation,  and  for  erer  chained  to 
their  present  condition.  Nature  has  placed  upon 
them  an  unalterable  physical  mark,  and  you  have 
associated  with  it  an  inseparable  moral  degrada- 
tion, either  of  which  opposes  a  barrier  not  to  be 
passed,  to  their  coalescing  with  the  society  that 
surrounds  them.  They  are,  and  for  ever  must  re- 
main, distinct.  ,.   j.^ 

And  now,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  where  this  dif- 
fusion is  to  end?  If  circumstances  require  it  at 
present,  will  not  the  same  circumstances  demand 
It  hereafter?  Will  they  not,  at  some  future  time, 
become  straitened  in  tneir  new  limits,  howerer  ^ 
large?    And  what  will  you  do  then?    Diffuse 

again and  what  then?    Even  this  diffusion  will 

hav«  its  limits,  and  when  they  are  reached,^  the 
case  is  without  remedy  and  without  hope.  For  a 
present  ease  to  ourselves,  we  doom  our  posterity  to 
an  interminable  curse.  But,  we  seem  to  forget 
altogether,  that  while  the  slaves  are  spreading,  the 
free  population  is  also  increasing,  and,  sooner  or 
later,  must  feel  the  pressure  which  it  is  supposed 
may  at  some  time  be  felt  by  the^slaves.  Where 
you  place  a  slave,  he  occupies  the  ground  that 
would  maintain  a  freeman.  And  who,  in  this 
code  of  speculative  humanity,  making  provision 
for  times  afar  ofi^  is  to  have  the  preference — the 
freeman  or  the  slave? 

In  this  long  view  of  remote  and  distant  eonse- 

?ueBces,   the   gentleman   from    Kentucky  (Mr. 
^LAv)  thinks  he  sees  hpw  slavery,  when  thus 
spread,  is  at  last  to  find  its  end.    It  is  to  be  brought 


Does  he  suppose  that  they  will  patiently  subimt, 
and  wait  till  the  slow  destruction  arrives?  TIk 
two  great  classes,  kept  distinct  by  your  lam. 
would,  in  such  a  struggle,  like  two  men  opoa  z 
single  plank  in  the  ocean,  make  a  desperate  eSbft 
esich  to  secure  to  itself  existence,  by  destroying  the 
life  of  the  other.  When  want  and  misery  bfgm 
to  press  upon  them,  instinct  will  teach  them  1^ 
to  seek  relief,  and  deadly  violence  will  be  its 
agent.  And  what  would  then  be  the  sitaatioii  of 
the  country?  I  shudder  even  to  think  of  it.  The 
present  slave-holding  States  hare  a  securiij  id 
being  surrounded  by  States  that  are  free.  But  if 
the  whole  nation,  or  even  a  considerable  part  of 
it,  were  in  the  same  condition,  w^hat  secoritj 
should  we  then  have? 

Again,  sir.  we  are  told  that  the  amendment  in 
question  will  injure  the  rights  of  property,  bf  de- 
priving the  owners  of  slaves  of  their  unborn  d^ 
scendants,  and  by  lessening  the  valoe  of  tbor 
lands,  bought  upon  the  presumption  that  Missoori 
would  be  a  slave  State.  Sir,  we  hare  no  right  to 
meddle  with  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  exist- 
inff  States.  Their  own  laws  must  reculate  the 
subject,  and  they  may  modify  it  as  to  them  shall 
seem  best.  But,  as  a  general  position,  indepo- 
dently  of  State  provisions,  it  may  safely  be  averred, 
that  no  man  has  a  property  in  an  anDom  humu 
being.  We  need  not  go  far  for  the  ]woof  of  tiiis. 
The  States  thUt  have  abolished  slavery  havedooe 
so  by  declaring  that  the  children  to  be  bora  sbonld 
be  free,  which  would  have  been  beyond  their  power 
if  there  had  been  a  property  in  the  childi«n  before 
their  birth.  This  principle,  however,  b  so  well 
established  that  it  need  not  be  further  insisted  upon. 
The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  land  is  a  coose- 


about  by  the  combined  operation  of  the  laws  mience  not  likely  to  happen.    The  reverse  will  be 

which  regulate  the  price  of  labor  and  the  laws  the  case.    Let  any  one  compare  the  prices  and  the 

which  govern  population.    When  the  country  improvement  of  land  in  the  free  States  and  the 

shall  be  filled  with  inhabitante^  and  the  price  of  •      '    '  -      '"^        ^  ^ .      ,.  .        ..  ^  ,  .t^_. 


labor  shall  have  reached  a  minmium  (a  compara- 
tive minimum  I  suppose  is  meant)  free  labor  will 
be  found  cheaper  than  slave  labor.  .Slaves  will 
then  be  without  employment,  and.  of  course,  with- 
out the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  which 
will  reduce  their  numbers,  and  finally  extirpate 
them.  This  is  the  argument,  as  I  understand  it. 
When  the  period  referred  to  will  arrive,  no  one 
can  pretend  to  conjecture.  Much  less,  would  any 
one  attempt  to  say,  what  number  of  slaves  we 
shall  have  (with  the  previous  encouragement  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  them)  when  this  severe  law 
shall  begin  to  operate.  But  everr  prudent  and 
feeling  man  will,  I  think,  agree,  without  hesitation, 
that  he  would  rather  see  the  experiment  tried  upon 
a  small  scale  than  a  large  one-^hat  it  would  he 
more  easily  and  safely  conducted,  and  with  much 
len  suffering,  in  the  present  slaveholdins  States, 
than  if  it  weie  to  emteace  in  addition  the  whole 
of  the  great  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.  But. 
let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  what  he  supposes  will 
happen  in  the  mean  time?  The  diminished  price 
of  labor,  and  the  reduced  means  of  subsistence, 
are,  according  to  this  theory,  first  to  operate  upon 
the  freemen,  and  then  upon  the  slaves,  and  upon 
both  hf  pcoaueing  a  considerable  degree  of  misiry. 


slaveholding  States,  and  h6  will  be  satisfied  that, 
in  this,  as  in  every  other  respect,  Missonri  wiU  be 
a  great  gainer  by  the  restriction.  But,  if  it  war 
otherwise,  is  the  great  p<^icy  of  the  nation,  in  a 
point  so  vital — are  the  essentkl  interests  cf  justice 
and  humanity,  to  yield  to  the  pecuniary  intere^ 
of  a  few  individuals  ?  Can  you  always  avoid 
doing  a  partial  injury  by  your  public  measures? 
When  war  is  declared,  what  is  tne  effect  upon  the 
merchant?  When  peace  is  made,  how  does  it 
fare  with  the  manutacturer?  You  cannot  even 
alter  the  rate  of  a  dutj  without  affecting  some  in- 
terest of  the  community,  either  to  its  piejndice  or 
benefit,  and.  at  last,  you  must  come  to  the  consid- 
eration of  tne  great  <|uestion  <^  national  coscem, 
to  which  minor  considerations  must  give  war- 

In  the  variety  of  claims  that  have  been  pressed 
upon  us,  there  is  but  a  single  one  which  deserves  a 
moment's  attention.  It  is  that  which  arises  out  of 
the  inquiry,  so  often  repeated,  Will  you  not  sufe 
a  man  to  migrate  with  his  family  ?  Those  whc 
have  been  accustomed  to  the  labor  and  service  of 
slaves,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  cannot  at  once  chaiifr 
their  habits,  without  feeling,  at  least,  a  great  d^ 
of  inconvenience.  It  is  also  true,  that  the  asso- 
ciations which  have  been  formed  in  families  eat- 
not  be  broken  op  without  violence  and  injurx  tt> 
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both  the  parties ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  authority 
has  been  mild  in  its  exercise,  will  the  transfer  of  it 
to  other  hands  be  advantageous,  especially  to  the 
servant.  But,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  discrimi- 
nation, or  to  permit  the  introduction  of  slaves  at 
all,  without  giving  up  the  whole  mdtter.  If  you 
allow  slavery  to  exist,  you  must  allow  it  without 
limits.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  State  becomes 
a  slave  State.  Free  labor  and  slave  labor  cannot 
be  employed  together.  Those  who  go  there  must 
become  slaveholders,  and  your  whole  system  is 
overturned.  Besides,  if  the  limited  permission  did 
lot,  of  itself,  produce  the  evil^  to  an  unlimited  ex- 
tent, (as  it  certainly  would,)  it  is  liable  to  abuses, 
>eyond  all  possibUity  of  control,  which  would  in- 
evitably have  that  effect.  The  numbers  of  a  fam- 
ly  are  not  defined  ;  the  number  of  families  of  this 
ort,  which  a  single  individual  may  have,  cannot  be 
ixed.  It  is  easy  to  see  how,  under  color  of  such 
>ermission,  a  r^[ular  trade  might  be  established, 
md  carried  on,  as  long  as  there  was  any  tempta- 
ion  of  profit  or  interest.  This  argument,  how- 
5ver,  has  been  pressed,  as  if  a  pnmibition  to  go 
^ith  slaves  was,  in  effect,  a  prohibition  to  the  in- 
labitants  of  a  slaveholding  State  togo  at  all.  I 
»nnot  believe  this  to  be  the  case.  Tney  may  go 
without  slaves ;  for,  though  slaves  are  a  conveni- 
ence and  a  luxury  to  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
:hem,  yet  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States 
would  hardly  admit  that  they  are  indispensably 
lecessary.  Besides,  they  may  take  their  slaves 
with  them"  as  free  servants.  But,  look  at  the  con- 
rerse.  The  introduction  of  slavery  beinishes  free 
abor,  or  places  it  under  such  discouragement  and 
opprobrium  as  are  equivalent  in  effect  You  shut 
he  country,  then,  against  the  free  emigrant,  who 
carries  witn  him  nothing  but  hi^  industry.  There 
ire  large  and  valuaMe  classes  of  people  who  are 
)pposed  to  slavery,  and  cannot  live  where  it  is  per- 
nitted.  These,  too,  you  exclude.  The  laws  and 
he  policy  of  a  slave  State  will,  and  must  be,  adapt- 
ed to  the  conditibn  of  slavery,  and,  without  going 
nto  any  particulars,  it  wilk  be  allowed  that  they 
ire  in  the  highest  degree  offensive  to  those  who  are 
>ppo8ed  to  slavery.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  I  may  be 
)ardoned  for  so  far  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the 
concerns  of  the  slavenolding  States ;  it  seems  to 
ne  that  the  people  of  the  South  have  a  common 
nterest  with  us  in  this  question — ^not  for  them* 
«lves,  perhaps,  but  for  those  who  are  equally  dear 
o  them.  The  cultivation  by  slaves  requires  large 
states.  They  cannot  be  parcelled  out  or  dividra. 
[n  the  course  of  time,  and  before  very  long,  it  will 
lappen  that  the  younger  children  of  Southern  fam- 
lies  must  look  elsewhere  to  find  employment  for 
heir  talents,  and  scope  for  their  exertion.  What 
>etter  provision  x;an  they  have  than  free  States, 
vhere  they  may  fairly  enter  into  competition  vfixh 
reemen,  and  every  one  find  the  level  which  his 
proper  abilities  entitles  him  to  expect  1  The  hint 
s  sufficient.  I  venture  to  throw  it  out  fbr  thf(  con- 
i deration  of  those  whom  it  concerns. 

Bat,  independently  of  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
ension,  arising  from  the  views  thus  presented  by 
he  opponents  of  the  amendment,  and  indepen- 
lently  of  many  much  more  deeply-founded  objec- 


tions, which  I  forbear  now  to  press,  there  are 
enough,  of  a  very  obvious  kind,  to  settle  the  Quea- 
tion  conclusively.  With  the  indulgence  or  the 
Committee,  I  will  touch  upon  some  of  them. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  is  the  first  st^ 
beyond  the  Mississippi — ^the  State  of  Louisiana  is 
no  exception,  for  there  slavery  existed  to  an  extent 
which  left  no  alternative — ^it  is  the  last  step,  too, 
for  this  is  the  last  stand  that  can  be  made.  Com- 
promise is  forbidden  by  the  princij^es  contended 
for  on  both  sides. .  Any  compromise  that  would 
give  slavery  to  Missouri  is  out  of  the  question.  It 
u,  therefore,  the  final,  irretrievable  step^  which  can 
never  be  recalled,  and  must  lead  to  an  immeasura- 
ble spread  of  slavery  over  the  country  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  If  any  one  falter;  if  he  be  tempted 
by  insinuations,  or  terrified  by  the  apprehension  of 
losing  something  desirable:  if  he  find" himself 
drawn  aside  by  views  to  the  little  interests  that  are 
immediately  aoout  him,  let  him  reflect  upon  the 
magnitude  of  the  question,  and  he  will  be  elevated 
above  all  such  considerations.  The  eyes  of  the 
country  are  upon  him ;  the  interests  or  posterity 
are  committed  to  his  care ;  let  him  beware  how  he 
barters,  not  his  own,  but  his  children's  birthright, 
for  a  mess  of  pottage.  The  consciousness  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  is  a  sure  and  never  failing  de- 
pendence. It  will  stand  by  us  and  support  us 
through  life,  under  every  vicissitude  of  fortune, 
and  in  every  change  of  circumstances.  It  sheds  a 
steady  and  a  cheering  light  upon  the  future  as  well 
as  the  present,  and  is  at  once  a  grateful  and  a  last- 
ing reward. 

Again,  sir,  by  increasing  the  market  for  slaves, 
you  postpone  and  destroy  the  hope  of  extinguish- 
ing slavery  by  emancipation.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  reduction  in  the  value  of  slaves,  however  ac- 
complished, is  the  only  inducement  that  will  ever 
effect  an  abolition  of  slavery.  The  multiplication 
of  free  States  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  room  for 
emancipation,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  for 
those  who  are  emancipated.  This,  I  would  re- 
spectfully suggest,  is  the  only  effectual  i^an  of  col- 
onization ;  but  it  can  never  take  effect  while  it  is 
the  interest  of  owners  to  pursue  their  slaves  with 
so  much  avidity,  or  to  pay  such  prices  for  them. 
Increase  the  market,  and  you  keep  up  the  value ; 
increase  the  number  of  slaveholdmg  States,  and 
you  destroy  the  possibility  of  emancipation,  even 
if  every  part  of  tne  Union  should  desire  it.  You 
extend,  indefinitely,  the  formidable  diffiealties 
which  already  exist. 

Nor  does  the  mischief  stop  here.  All  liberal 
minds,  and  all  parts  of  the  Union,  have,  with  one 
voice,  acnreed  in  the  necessity  of.  abolishing  that 
detestaUe  traffic  in  human  flesh,  the  diave  trade^ 
the  foreign  slave  trade.  But,  reject  the  amend- 
ment on  your  table,  admit  Missouri-  without  re- 
striction, and  you  will  inevitably  introduce  and 
establish  a  ^reat  inland  domestic  slave  trade,  not, 
it  is  true,  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  pas- 
sage, nor  the  cold-blooded  calculation  upon  the 
waste  of  human  life  in  the  seasoning,  but  stiU  with 
many  of  the  odious  features,  and  some  of  the  most 
cruel  accompanimentaof  that  hateful  traffic.  From 
Washington  to  St.  Loui^  may  be  a  distanee  of  oi|e 
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tlioufland  mileB.  Through  this  gjMi  space,  and 
even  a  muoh  greater,  you  must  witness  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves,  with  the  usual  appendages  of 
nandcufis  and  chains.  The  ties  of  domestic  life 
will  be  violently  rent  asunder^  and  those  ¥rbom 
nature  has  bound  together,  suflter  all  the  panes  of 
an  unnatural  and  cruel  separation.  Unfeeling 
force,  stimulated  by  unfeeling  avarice,  will  tear 
the  parent  from  the  child,  and  the  child  fiom  the 

girent — the  husband  from  the  wife,  and  the  wife 
om  the  husband.  We  have  lately  witnessed 
something  of  this  sort  during  the  period  of  high 
prices.  Gentlemen  of  the  South,  particulany 
those  from  Virginia,  who  speak  of  their  slaves  as 
a  part  of  their  family,  would  start  at  this.  They 
would  reject,  with  scorn  and  indignation,  even  a 
suggestion,  that  they  were  to  furnish  a  market  for 
the  supply  of  slaves  to  the  other  States.  I  can 
well  beueve.  that  in  families  where  the  relation 
has  long  subsisted^  there  are  fi^inffs  that  would 
revolt  at  such  a  thought;  feelings  uat  havecQiv- 
siderably  modified  this  severe  condition,  and  grown 
out  of  the  association  it  has,  in  a  looff  course  of 
time,  produced.  But  can  any  one  telT  what  cu- 
pidity may  win  or  necessity  extort?  No  man  is 
superior  to  the  assaults  of  fortune;  and  if  he  were, 
the  stroke  of  death  will  surely  come,  and  break 
down  his  paternal  government,  and  then  the  slave- 
dealer,  whom  he  would  have  kicked  from  his  en- 
closure, like  a  poisonous  reptile,  presents  himself— 
to  whom  ?  He  cannot  telL  Thoughts  like  these 
have  often,  I  doubt  not,  produced  the  liberation  of 
slaves.  If  ffentlemen  question  our  sincerity,  let 
them  consider  at  what  period  of  life  it  is,  that 
emancipation  most  frequently  takes  place.  It  is 
at  that  serious  moment  whan  men  sit  down  to  set- 
tle their  worldlv  concerns,  and,  as  it  were,  to  take 
their  leave  of  the  world.  Then  it  is,  by  the  last 
will,  to  take  efibct,  when  their  owi>  control  is 
ended,  that  owners  restore  their  slaves  to  freedom, 
and,  by  what  thev  certainly  consider  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, surrender  tnem  to  themselves,  rather  tnan 
leave  them  to  the  disposal  of  they  know  not  whom. 
Let  gentleo^en  from  the  South  reflect  on.  this. 
The  public  sentiment,  upon  the  subject  oi  slavery, 
is  every  where  improved,  and  still  imfMroving.  It 
has  already  destroyed  that  monstrous  inhumanity 
called  the  slave  trade.  I  fear  that  such  a  measure 
as  is  now  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  the  re- 
striction would  not  merely  check  and  retard  its 
proigMss.  I  seriously  fear  that  it  may  gradually 
work  an  entire  change.  The  effects  are  not  to  be 
contemplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety* 

The  political  aspect  of  the  subject  is  not  less 
alarming.  Th^  existence  of  this  condition  among 
us  continually  endangers  the  peace  and  well  bein^ 
of  the  Union  by  the  irritation  and  animosity  it 
creates  between  neighboring  States.  It  weakens 
the  nation  while  it  is  entire :  and,  if  ever  a  divis- 
sion  should  happen,  can  any  one  reflect  without 
horror  upon  the  consequences  that  may  be  worked 
out  of  an  extensively  prevailing  system  of  slavery  ? 
We  are  told«  indeed,  both  in  the  liouse  and  out  of 
it,  to  leave  the  maUer  to  Providence.  Those  w1k> 
tell  us  so  are,  nevertheless,  active  and  eager  in  the 
smallest  of  meir  owjx  concerns,  omitting  nothing  | 


to  secure  success.  Sir,  we  are  endowed  with  Ac- 
uities that  enable  ns  to  judge  and  to  choose ;  ts 
look  before  and  after,  however  imperleetLy.  When 
these  have  been  fairly  and  conscientiously  exerted, 
we  may  then  humbly  submit  tbe  c>onsequpiic«s. 
with  a  nope-  and  belief,  that,  whatever  they  may 
be,  they  will  not  be  inqiuted  to  us.  The  issue  i 
our  counsels,  however  well  meant,  is  not  in  ov 
hands.  But  if,  for  our  own  gEatificataoa,  regard- 
less  of  all  considerations  of  ri^t  or  inong,  of  good 
or  evil,  we  hug  a  vicious  indulgence  to  our  bdsaoi 
until  we  find  it  turning  to  a  venomous  serpent,  lad 
threatening  to  stiqg  us  to  the  heart,  wuh  wiksx 
rational  or  consoling  expectation  can  we  call  upon 
Providence  to  tear  it  away  and  save  us  feon  de- 
struction? 

It  is  time  to  come  to  acoacluaioBi ;  I  fear  I  bave 
already  trespassed  too  long.  In  the  e&rt  1  bare 
made  to  submit  to  the  Comrnittee  my  views  of  tkiK 
question,  it  has  been  impossible  lo  ewcapc  eatiRiT 
tne  influence  of  the  sensation  that  pervades  iks 
House.  Yet,  I  have  no  such  appreheasums  a 
have  been  expressed.  The  question  is,  indeed,  as 
important  one;  but  its  importance  is  derived  sii»- 
ffetner  from  its  connexion  with  the  extensioD,  in- 
definitely, of  negro  slavery,  over  a  land  which  I 
trust  Providence  has  destined  for  the  labor  and  tk 
support  of  freemen.  I  have  no  (ear  that  this  qao- 
tion,  much  as  it  has  agitated  the  country,  i»  to 
produce  any  fatal  division,  or  even  to  geoerair  s 
new  organization  of  parties.  It  is  not  a  qoestioa 
upon  wnich  we  ouffht  to  indulge  unceasooaUr  ap- 
prehensions, or  yieU  to  the  counsels  c/  iesr.  It 
concerns  ages  to  come  and  millions  to  be  bora.  It 
is,  as  it  were,  a  question  of  a  new  poUtioI  crea- 
tion, and  it 'is  for  us,  under  Heaven,  to  say  what 
shall  be  its  condition.  If  we  impose  the  restric- 
tion, it  will  I  hope  be  finally  impoeed.  But  if 
hereisU^er  it  should  be  found  right  to renaove  it,  aad 
the  State  consent,  we  can  remove  it.  Admit  the 
State,  without  the  restriction,  the  power  is  eoae 
forever,  and  with  it  are  forever  gone  all  thec&xts 
that  have  been  made  by  the  non-alaveholdiBf 
States  to  repress  and  limit  the  sphere  of  slsray, 
and  enlarge  and  extend  the  blessings  of  fieedem. 
With  it^  perhaps,  is  ipme  forever,  the  power  of 
preventmg  the  traflic  m  slaves,  that  irduunan  and 
detestahle  traffic,  so  long  a  dismce  to  Christen- 
dom. In  future,  and  no  very  distant  times,  con- 
venience, and  profit,  and  neoessitv,  may  be  found 
as  available  pleas  as  they  formerly  were,  and  for 
the  luxury  ot  slaves,  we  shall  again  involve  onr^ 
selves  in  the  sin  of  the  trade.  We  must  not  pre- 
sume too  much  upon  the  strength  of  oar  resoiu- 
tions.  Let  every  man  who  has  been  aQeutfoaied 
to  the  indulgence,  ask  himself  if  it  is  not  a  luxury, 
a  temptii^  luxury,  which  solicits  him  strongly  and 
at  every  moment.  The  prompt  obedience,  the 
ready  attention,  the  submissive  and  humble,  but 
eager  effort  to  anticipate  corafnand — how  flattet- 
ing  to  our  pride,  how  soothing  to  our  indolence! 
To  the  members  from  the  South,  I  appeal  tokaov 
whether  they  will  suflo:  any  temporary  inooare^ 
nience,  or  any  speculative  advantage  to  expose  v 
to  the  danger.  To  those  of  the  North,  no  appeal 
can  be  necessary.    To  bo^i,  I  can  most  sincody 
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;ay,  that,  as  I  know  my  own  views  on  this  subject 
lo  be  free  from  any  unworthy  motive,  so  will  I  be* 
Here  that  they  likewise  have  no  ooject  but  the 
common  good  of  our  common  country,  and  that 
lothing  would  have  given  me  more  heartfelt  satis- 
faction than  that  the  present  |iroposition  should 
lave  originated  in  the  same  quarter  to  which  we 
ire  said  to  be  indebted  for  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
Then,  indeed,  would  Virginia  have  appeared  in 
^ven  more  than  her  wonted  splendor ;  and,  spread- 
ing out  the  scroll  of  her  services,  would  have  oeheld 
lone  of  them  with  greater  pleasure  than  that  aeries 
vhich  began  by  pleading  tae  cause  of  humanity 
n  remonstrances  against  the  slave  trade,  whife 
the  was  yet  a  colony,  and,  embracing  her  own  act 
)f  aboliticm  and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  terminated 
D  the  restriction  on  Missouri.  Consider  what  a 
bundation  our  predecessors  have  laid,  and  behold, 
rith  the  blessing  of  Providence,  how  the  work  has 
trospered !  What  is  there,  in  ancient  or  in .  modern 
imes,  that  can  be  compared  with  the  ffrowth  and 
prosperity  of  the  States  formed  out  of  the  North- 
vest  Territory?  When  Europeans  reproach  us 
vith  our  negro  slavery ;  when  they  contrast  our 
epublican  boast  and  pretensions  wlti^  the  ezist- 
!nce  of  this  condition  among  us,  we  have  our  an- 
)wer  ready — ^it  is  to  you  we  owe  this  evil ;  you 
)lanted  it  here,  and  it  has  taken  such  root  in  the 
oil  that  we  have  not  the  power  to  eradicate  it. 
Then,  turning  to  the  West,  and  directing  their  at- 
ention  to  C^io,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  we  can 
proudly  tell  them  these  are  the  offspring  of  our 
K)licy  and  our  laws,  these  are  the  free  proiuetions 
>f  the  Constitution  pf  the  United  States.  But  if, 
)eyond  this  smiling  region,  they  should  descry 
mother  dark  spot  upon  Uie  face  of  the  new  crea- 
ion — another  scene  of  negro  slavery,  established 
>y  ourselves,  and  spreading  continually  towards 
he  further  ocean,  what  shall  we  say  then  ?  No, 
ir,  let  us  follow  up  the  work  our  ancestors  have 
)egun.  Let  us  five  to  the  world  a  new  ]dedge  of 
)ur  sincerity.  Let  the  standard  of  freedom  be 
)lanted  in  Missouri,  by  the  hands  of  the  Constitu- 
ion,  and  let  its  banner  wave  over  the  heads  of 
lone  but  freemen — men  retaining  the  image  im- 
>ressed  upon  them  by  their  Creator,  and  depend- 
!nt  upon  none  but  God  and  the  laws.  Thai,  as 
>ur  republican  Stales  exiend,  republican  pancipLes 
vill  go  hand  in  hand  with  republican  practices- 
he  love  of  liberty  with  the  sense  of  justioe* 

Then,  sir,  the  dawn  beaming  from  the  Consti- 
ution,  which  now  illuminates  Ohio,  indiana,  and 
Illinois,  will  spread  with  increasing  briffhtness  to 
he  furthest  West,  till,  in^  its  brilliant  lustre,  the 
lark  spot  which  now  rests  upon  our  country  shall 
be  forever  hid  from  sisht.  Industry,  arts,  com- 
merce, knowledge,  will  Sourish,  with  plenty  and 
contentment,  for  ages  to  come,  and  the  loud  chorus 
)f  universal  freedom  retecho,  from  the  Paci6c  to 
the  Atlantic,  the  great  truths  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Then,  too,  our  brethren  of  the 
South,  if  they  sincerely  wish  it,  may  scatter  their 
imaneipated  slaves  through  this  boundless  reeion, 
md  our  country,  at  length,  be  happily  freed  for 
wei  from  the  foul  stain  and-curseot  slavery.  And 
f  (may  it  he  far,  very  far  distant)  intestine  com* 
16th  Con.  1st  Se89^.^9 


motion,  civil  dissension,  division,  should  happen^ 
we  shall  not  leave  our  posterity  exposed  to  the 
combined  horrors  of  a  civil  and  a  servile  war.  If 
any  man  still  hesitate,  influenced  by  some  tempo- 
rary motive  of  <ionVenience,  or  ease,  or.  profit,  I 
charge  him  to  think  what  our  fathers  have  suffered 
for  us,  and  then  to  ask  his  heart  if  he  can  be  iaith* 
less  to  the  oblation  he  owes  to  posterity. 


Thursday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Angus  O.  Fraser,  and  others;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^'An  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  George 
Washington,'*  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  Was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bdtler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the  in- 
habitants of  the  parish  of  Ouachita  in  their  claim 
to  three  arpens,  front,  of  land,  situated  at  the 
junction  of  the  oayou  Liard  with  the  river  Oua- 
chita, which  has  been  used  by  the  inhabitants  of 
said  parish  as  a  public  barying  ground. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

1.  An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania ; 

2.  An  act  confirming  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land ;  and, 

3*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle^ 
Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef, 
were  severally  read  twice  and  committed,  the  first 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow,  the 
second  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims^ 
and  the  latter  to'  the  Committee  of  Ways  ^nd 
Means. 

THE  MIS80URI  BILL. 

Th^  House  wen^  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  Sbrgeant  occupied  nearly  three  hours  in 
continuation  of  the  argument  which  he  commenced 
yesterday. in  support  of  the  Missouri  restriction — 
the  wbpie  of  which  is  given  in  preceding  pages. 
When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Committee  as  follows: • 

Mr.  Chairman :  In  risinf  to  address  you  at  this 
time,  I  feel  that  I  labor  under  great  disadvantages. 
I  am  about  to  embark  in  the  discussion  of  a  sub* 
ject  which  has  already  been  gfeatly  exhausted.  I 
am  about  to  do  this  too  at  a  period  of  the  day 
when  talents  of  a  higher  order  than  I  can  pretend 
to  would  scarcely  command  attention.  These  cir- 
cumstances are  of  themselves  sufficiently  discour- 
aging; but  the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  situation 
consists  in  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  I  fear  the 
Committee  have  been  left  by  the  closing  remarks 
of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
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asANT,)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat.  He  made 
such  persuasive  appeals  to  their  feeling ;  he  paint- 
ed in  such  glowing  colors  of  pathetic  eloquenee 
the  horrors  of  slavery  in  general,  and  particularly 
the  agonizing  scenes  of  husbands  separated  from 
wives,  and  parents  torn  from  children,  that  I  fear 
the  agitations  of  an  excited  sensibility  will  be  un- 
friendly to  the  dispassionate  investigation  and  cor- 
rect decision  of  this  great  question. 

If,  sir,  the  cause  which  I  have  risen  to  defend, 
required  talents  like  those  which  I  have  just  de- 
scribed ;  taieujts  which,  by  exciting  the  sympathies 
of  the  heart,  cause  the  hearers  to  forget  the  alle- 
giance due  to  the  judgment,  then,  indeed,  I  should 
abandon  the  uhequal,  the  hopeless  contest,  in  which 
I  should  find  myself  enga^d.  But  the  duty  which 
devolves  on  me  is  of  a  different  kind :  it  is  to  en- 
deavor, as  far  as  I  can,  to  allay  the  tumult  of  feel- 
ing which  has  Just  been  excited,  and  then,  in  the 
language  of  plam  truth,  to  attempt  to  convince  your 
minds  of  th«  error  of  the  gentleman's  reasoning. 

Let  me.  then,  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  pic- 
ture whicn  he  has  drawn  of  the  suffering  incident 
to  domestic  slavery  in  the  South,  is  too  strong ; 
that  he  has  shaded  it  too  deeply,  with  the  coloring 
of  his  own  imagination ;  that,  though  we  do  keep 
the  yoke  of  servitude  on  the  necks  of  our  fellow 
men,  yet  our  humanity  has  lightened  its  pressure: 
that,  though  slavery,  aisguise  it  as  you  wnl,  is  still 
a  bitter  draught,  yet  the  same  humanity  has  les- 
sened the  bitterness  of  this  draught,  by  the  infusion 
into  it  of  many  drops  of  consolation ;  that,  in  fine, 
such  has  been  the  continually  increasing  meliora- 
tion in  the  condition  of  that  people  amongst  us, 
that  they  now  in  general  experience  the  utmost 
degree  of  indulgence  which  is  compatible  with 
the  relation  of  master  and  slave. 

But,  sir,  I  find  that  I  am  digressing  from,  the 
subject  which  I  rose  to  discuss.  Are  we  now  call- 
ed to  decide,  as  an  abstract  question,  whether  sla- 
verv  is  or  is  not  justifiable  ?  No,  sir,  that  question 
hau  been  long  settled,  before  the  formation  of  our 
Constitution:  slavery  existed  in  many  of  the 
States  at  that  period;  its  existence  and  its  con- 
tinuance were  recognised  by  that  instrument ;  the 
States  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Qovemment 
no  power  over  the  subject,  except  after  a  given 
period,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad.  I  tell  gentlemen,  then,  that  this  is  neither 
the  time  nor  the  occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the 
abstract  justice  or  in j  ustice  of  slavery.  If  we  were 
called  upon  in  our  respective  State  Legislatures 
to  decide  upon  its  continuance  or  abolition ;  or  if 
we  were  now  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  Federal  Constitution — ^in  either  of 
these  cases  their  arguments  of  that  kind  would 
bav€  some  application.  But  who nrc  we,  and  what 
are  our  functions  ?  We  are  the  creatures  of  the 
Constitution,  not  its  creators :  we  are  called  here 
to  execuVe,  not  to  make  one.  Letj^entlemen,  then, 
remember  that  it  is  not  sufficient  Ust  them  to  show 
that  slavery  cannot  be  justified  in  itself;  that  it  is, 
if  you  please,  a  moral  and  political  evil ;  they  will 
yet  fail  to  maintain  their  ^ound,  unless  they  can 
also  show  that  the  Constitution  gives  us  power 
over  it. 


An  example  or  two  will  famish  m  betier  illnsln- 
tion  of  my  idea,  than  general  reasonmg.  Luxcry 
is  considered  a  great  political  eril  in  any  State, 
but  particularly  in  a  GoTemment  like  oms,  wbose 
stability  depends  upon  the  virtoe  of  the  people^ 
Let  us  suppose  that  this  political  malady  preray- 
ed  in  an  extreme  degree  in  any  one,  or  all  of  dw 
States  of  this  Union.  Is  there  a  member  of  tkik 
Committee  who  will  undertake  to  say,  that  «? 
could  attempt  to  cure  the  evil  by  the  passage  gf 
sumptuary  £iws7  Again,  sir,  consider  all  ihost 
violations  of  morality  and  relijgion,  iprhich  are  ik 
subjects  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the  ser- 
era!  States ;  they  are  all  raoral  and  poliucal  enh; 
and  yet  no  memoer  of  this  Committee  wifl  vcstare 
to  amrm,  that  we  can  attempt  to  arrest  tkn  hj 
our  legislation;  and  why,  sir?  For  tbe  obrioos 
reason  that,  though  they  are  evils,  and  of  a  bad, 
too^  which  may  vitally  afifect  thestabtiitr  and  fns- 
penty  of  the  whole  body  politic,  yeC  taey  aie  ihe 
subject  of  State  legislation,  over  ^whicii  no  pomr 
has  been  transferred  to  us  by  the  Constitntka. 
Sir,  as  well  might  the  British  Parliament  atteni^ 
to  exercise  its  authority,  in  the  ecxrection  of  wfaal 
it  thought  to  be  moral  or  politieal  ertl,  in  the  sev- 
eral States;  because,  as  it  respects  any  subject 
over  which  the  Constitution  has  not  :giveD  n 
power,  we  are  as  alien  a  goremment,  in  reiatiQe 
to  the  States,  as  is  the  British  GoTemmenL 

I  have  made  these  remarks  for  the  parpoae  of 
disembarrassing  this  question  of  extraneous  difficoJ- 
ty ;  of  showmg  what  the  question  is  not,  d»t  we 
may  better  understand  what  it  is.  The  ^oestion 
is  not,*  then,  whether  slavery  is,  in  itsdf,  an  evil^ 
but  whether,  supposing  it  to  be  such,  we  have  tbf 
power  to  correct  it,  in  relation  to  Misaoori  1  The 
Committee  will  perceive,  from  my  mode  of  stat- 
ing the  question,  that  I  mean  to  discaLid  frctn  my 
consideration  the  inquiry  into  the  humanity  and 
expediency  of  (he  proposed  restriction ;  I  do  this 
because  ample  justice  has  already  been  done  by 
abler  advocates  than  myself,  to  those  views  of  the 
subject ;  and  because,  too^  I  can  ooncaive  no  aigo- 
ment  so  strong,  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the 
measure,  as  will  result  from  proTing*,  as  1  hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  do,  that  we  have  not  Uie  power  to 
impose  it.  Let  gentlemen  reconcile  it,  if  they 
can,  with  their  ideas  of  humanitr,  to  pievent  ao 
increase  of  slaves,  by  denying  to  them  an  increase 
of  con^rts ;  let  them,  if  they  can^  reconcile  it 
with  their  ideas  of  justice  or  expemeacy,  to  keep 
this  vast  country  unoontaminated  widi  aares,  fei 
millions  of  freemen  yet  imborn,  at  the  hazard  of 
the  happiness  and  safety  of  millions  now  existing: 
if,  upon  these  points,  they  differ  with  me  in  opin- 
ion, they  will  at  least  agree  in  this  proposition ; 
that,  under  no  circumstances,  ought  we  to  attempt 
to  do  that,  which  We  have  not  power  to  do.  That 
we  have  no  power  to  impose  this  restriction,  I 
shall  attempt  to  prove,  by  showing,  that  it  wonk 
be  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  from  France,  of  1803.  6r 
fore,  however,  I  enter  particulariv  into  the  reasoD- 
ing  in  support  of  the  view  which  1  have  jest 
mentioned,  I  beg  leave  to  notice  some  remaiifof 
the  member  firom  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the 
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construction  of  the  Constitution.  He  told  us  that 
here  was  an  increasing  liberality  in  this  respect; 
md  that,  particularly  in  relation  to  any  measure 
)f  a  beneficent  character,  he  looked  into  that  in- 
strument with  a  defiire  to  find  the  necessary  pow- 
^r.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  indeed  liberality,  and  m  an 
ncreasing  degree ;  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
»ay,  that  we  are  extremely  apt  to  thmk  that  we 
ind  that  which  we  seek  with  a  desire  to  find. 
The  gentleman  referred  to  some  examples  of  this 
iberal  spirit.  I  candidly  own  to  you,  sir,  that  I 
im  filled  with  the  most  serious  apprehensions,  at 
he  progress  which  we  have  already  made,  and 
w'hich  we  seem  disposed  yet  to  make,  in  this  re- 
ipect ;  let  us  for  a  moment  mark  it.  At  one  time 
I  National  Bank  is  proposed  to  be  established ;  it 
6  discovered  that  this  will  facilitate  the  collection 
)f  the  public  revenue ;  and  hence,  a  power  is  deriv- 
ed to  estaUish  it,  although  a  proposition  was  made 
n  the  Convention,  to  j^ve  tnc  power  of  granting 
charters  of  incorporation,  which  did  not  pass  ;* 
It  another  time  a  great  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment is  proposed ;  it  is  recommended  by  its  benefi- 
cence, in  annihilating  space,  and  brinsin^  nearer 
together  the  extremities  of  the  Republic,  oy  roads 
ind  canals ;  and  from  the  power  to  declare  war, 
15  derived  a  power  to  establish  military  roads,  al- 
though one  of  the  schemes  of  government,  pro- 
posed in  convention,  contained  a  proposition  to 
establish  military,  as  well  as  post  roads,  which 
prevailed  only  so  far  as  relates  to  the  lattenf 
Thus,  sir,  we  have  been  continually  advancing, 
step  by  step,  in  the  enlargement  of  the  rule  of  con- 
struction, and  every  previous  decision  becomes  a 
precedent  in  aid  of  that  which  next  follows. 
Whether  we  have  yet  arrived  at  the  point  mark- 
ed by  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  seems  to  be 
impossible  to  say ;  for,  as  we  advance,  those  limits, 
like  our  horizon,  seem  to  recede ;  so  tnat  whatever 
jtep  we  have  last  taken,  marks  not  the  utmost 
verge  of  our  power,  but  only  the  point  to  which 
construction,  up  to  that  time,  has  carried  us.  By 
the  aid  of  construction,  then,  we  find  ourselves  in 
possession  of  very  large  powers,  and  defined  *  by 
very  unsettled  boundaries,  in  relation  to  the  old 
States ;  if,  in  addition  to  tnis,  we  assume  the  pow- 
er now  claimed  by  gentlemen  in  relation  to  new 
States,  which  I  shall  attempt  to  show  is  entirely 
without  boundary  at  all,  then,  indeed,  I  shall  begin 
to  think  that  parchment  delineations  of  power  are 
Httle  else  than  form ;  that  mankind  have  no  liga- 
ments strong  enough  to  bind  the  hands  of  their 
fellow-men  when  in  power.  If  the  doctrine  now 
contended  for  be  true,  let  us  not,  as  in  other  days 
we  were  wont  to  do,  inquire  what  powers  have 
we,  but  what  have  we  not. 

These  remarks  have  been  called  forth  by  those 
which  were  made  by  the  member  who  preceded 
me.  I  now  bes  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
very  question  before  us,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
subject  it  to  the  severest  scrutiny  of  which  I  am 
capable.  The  bill  before  us  proposes  to  authorize 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
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State  government.  An  amendment  is  oflfered  to 
the  bill,  which  requires  of  the  proposed  State,  as  a 
sine  qua  ncn  to  its  admission  into  the  Union,  that 
it  should  by  a  compact,  irrevocable  without  the 
eonsent  of  Congress,  make  a  provision,  the  efi^t 
of  which  would  be  to  prevent  the  further  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  that  State,  and  to  emanci- 
pate the  children  of  all  those  now  there.  And  the 
question  is,  whether  we  have  power  to  impose  this 
condition,  which  the  amendment  proposes  ?  The 
advocates  of  the  amendment  contend  that  we  have 
the  power ;  on  our  part  it  is  contended  that  we 
have  not. 

The  question  being  thus  precisely  stated,  I  will 
remind  gentlemen,  at  the  threshold  of  the  discus- 
sion, that  they  hold  the  affirmative;  that  there- 
fore the  burden  of  proof  devolves  on  them.  I  do 
not  mention  this  from  any  apprehension  of  the 
Weakness  of  ray  position ;  on  the  contrary,  such  is 
my  confidence  in  its  strength,  that  I  feel  I  can  with 
safety  assume  upon  my^f  the  burden  of  proof, 
when  it  belongs  to  my  opponents:  but  I  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  shall  consider  this 
as  a  gratuity  on  my  part,  and  not  an  act  of  duty. 

Both  the  members  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr: 
Hemphill  and  Mr.  Sergeant)  have  relied  much 
upon  the  ordinance  of  1787,  the  sixth  article  of 
which  forbids  slavery  in  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, as  showing  the  power  of  the  Old  Congress 
in  relation  to  this  subject.  A«  this  is  anterior  to 
the  Constitution,  and  as  it  may  somewhat  conduce 
to  system  to  observe  a  chronological  order,  I  beg 
leave  first  to  examine  the  character  of  that  act, 
and  what  influence  it  ought  to  have  tipon  this 
question.  This  celebrated  act  of  the  Old  Congress 
has  been  called  an  usurpation.  Gentlemen  have 
expressed  their  astonishment  at  this  epithet.  I  am 
prepared,  from  the  most  unquestionable  authority^ 
to  prove  the  charge ;  and  lor  that  purpose  I  b^ 
leave  to  read  from  the  thirty-eighth  number  of  the 
Federalist  the  following  extract :  "  Congress  (that 
'  is,  the  Old  Congress)  have  undertaken  to  do  more : 

*  they  have  proceeded  to  form  new  States  ;  to 
'  erect  temporary  governments  I  to  appoint  officers 
'  for  them  ;  and  to  prescribe  the  conditions  on 

<  which  such  States  shall  be  admitted  into  the 

*  Confederacy.    All  this  has  been  done,  and  wilh- 

<  out  the  least  color  of  Constitutional  authority.'* 
These,  sir,  are  the  words  of  a  member  (and,  let  me 
add,  a  distinguished  member)  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention ;  one  who,  aAer  he  had  contributed  to  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  devoted  eight  years 
of  hiit  life  to  its  actual  administration.  If  then 
the  Old  Congress,  in  the  enactment  of  that  ordi- 
nance, acted  without  the  least  color  of  Constitu- 
tional authority,  it  is  obvious  that  the  act  must  be 
utterly  void,  as  an  act  of  legislation.  Has  it  force 
in  any  other  way  ?  Gentlemen,  conscious  of  this 
vital  defect,  have  in  effect  conceded  it,  by  resting 
its  authority  upon  the  footing  of  contract.  They 
say,  that,  after  the  cession  of  Virginia,  and  the 
enactment  of  that  ordinance,  it  was  submitted 
to  Virginia  for  her  ratification,  and  that  it  was 
ratified.  It  has  already  been  shown  by  the  Speak- 
er, both  from  the  resolution  of  Congress  and  the 
act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  that  it  was  an 
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alteration  in  the  number  and  dimensions  of  the 
States  to  be  carved  out  of  that  territory  which  was 
alone  submitted,  and  which  therefore  was  alone 
intended  to  be  decided.  But  there  are  other  insu- 
perable objections  to  this  ordinance,  considered 
upon  the  footing  of  a  contract,  having  any  influ- 
ence upon  the  present  question. 

It  has  been  correctly  said,  that,  to  make  a  valid 
contract,  there  must  be  two  parties.  Now,  though 
Viiginia  should  be  considered  as  having  been  com- 
petent, yet  the  Old  Congress  was  not.  I  have 
shown  you  that  they  had  not  the  least  color  of 
Constitutional  authority  over  the  subject.  It  fol- 
lows, then,  that  they  were  as  little  competent  to 
contract  as  to  legislate  i n  rela tion  to  it.  But,  again, 
sir ;  supposing  the  Old  Congress  to  have  b^n  a 
competent  contracting  party,  it  is  conceded  on  the 
other  side  that,  considering  the  ordinance  in  the 
li^ht  of  a  contract,  the  assent  of  Virginia  was  in- 
dispensable to  Its  validity.  Now,  sir,  to  make  that 
ai  all  analogous  to  the  present  case,  it  is  necessary 
that  France  should  give  its  assent  to  the  proposed 
restriction  of  slavery ;  because  France,  having 
been  the  Power  which  ceded  Louisiana^  stands  in 
the  same  relation  to  that  country  as  Virginia  did 
to  the  Northwestern  Territory.  8urely,  then,  there 
can  be  no  weight  due  to  this  ordinance  as  a  prece- 
dent, when  we  reflect  that  it  emanated  from  men 
having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  to 
which  it  relates;  aod  that  too  at  a  time  anterior 
to  the  formation  of  our  Constitution,  which  is  the 
only  source  of  our  power,  and  which,  I  shall 
attempt  to  prove,  clearly  gives  us  none  such  as  is 
contended  for. 

One  gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemp- 
hill,) attempted  to  derive  some  aid  to  his  ar- 
gument, from  the  Journal  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention; he  said,  that,  as  the  clause  originally 
stood,  it  authorized  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States ; 
and,  as  these  words  are  not  found  in  the  exist- 
ing Constitution,  he  thence  infers  that  it  was 
intended  to  vest  Congress  with  a  discretionary- 
power  as  to  conditions ;  if  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
amined the  same  clause,  in  iu  original  shape,  he- 
would  have  found  that  it  also  contained  this  pro- 
vision, "that  Congress  might  make  conditions 
with  the  new  Sute8,as  to  the  existing  public  debt." 
Now,  sir,  the  gentleman,  I  am  sure,  would  not  be 
willing  to  extend  the  inference  on  which  he  relies, 
to  this  part  of  the  clause ;  because,  if  he  did,  the 
consequence  would  be  that  the  new  States  would 
not  be  liable  for  their  oroportionof  the  public  debt. 
The  tputh  is,  that  botii  sets  of  words  were  omitted 
for  the  same  reason.  That  is.  because  they  were 
both  necessary  consequences  ol  the  admission,  and 
they  were,  therefore,  supererogatory.  Many  other 
examples  might  be  found  bv  examiniag  the  Jour- 
nal, from  which  it  was  evident  that  particular  ex- 
pressions included  in  the  first  project  of  the  Con- 
stitution, were  omitted  in  the  existing  one,  because 
they  were  necessarily  embraced  in  the  remainder 
of  the  same  clause,  or  were  the  unavoidable  result 
of  the  construction  of  the  whole  instrument.  This 
argument,  then,  is  utterly  'untenable. 

I  come  now,  sir,  in  the  order  of  discussion,  to  the 


Constitution  itself;  various  provisioiis  of  that  ia- 
strument  have  been  relied  upon,  in  suraort  of  tbe 
proposed  measure ;  and,  here,  sir,  the  nrst  remaii 
to  be  made  is  thb :  That  the  trieiids  of  this  rcstne- 
tion  not  only  trace  this  power  up  to  diffierent  prin- 
ciples, but  to  such  as  are  utterly  incompadble  with 
each  other ;  and  in  relation  to  which,  thereAwe. 
the  assertion  of  one  is  necessarily  the  relutatioB 
of  the  other.    Some  of  the  gentlenaen  saj,  that  we 
are  authorized  to  impose  the  restriction,  by  virtae 
of  our  legislative  power ;  others  say,  ire  dmretiie 
authority  from  compact.    I  said  that  there  was  aa 
incompatibility  in  tneirprinciples,  and  1  will  now 
endeavor  to  prove  it.    When  we  make  a  cootnct, 
we  consult  not  our  will  only,  bat  that  of  the  other 
party  also ;  and  it  is  the  concorrence  of  oar  vitt% 
which  can  alone  give  being  to  a  contract ;  htf  in 
legislation,  our  own  will  is  the  rule  of  our  action  ; 
vutmUu  stai  pro  r<Uiame — wespoUc  to  conunand— ve 
command  to  be  obeyed.    Were  I  disposed  to  give  t 
very  strong  examole  of  the  legislative  stjrle,  I  woold 
quote  the  imperial  edict,  as  given  to  us  ia  the  hook 
of  highest  authority :  "  Ctesar  AumBtos  seat  forth  t 
decree,  saying,  all  the  world  sno«dd  be  taxed." 
We  do  not,  indeed,  use  such  a  lofty  style  of  impe- 
rial dictation ;  nor  does  the  extent  of  the  civilized 
world  constitute  the  bounds  of  oor  doauniui,  as 
in  the  days  of  the  second  Cesar  ;  but  our  legisla- 
tive power,  within  the  lawful  range  of  its  autboi^ 
ity,  is  just  as  unlimited,  save  only,  that  we  aie 
subject  to  the  control  which  the  exercise  of  a  soend 
discretion  and  our  responsibility  to  our  coastitaoits 
impose  upon  us.    I  repeat,  then,  that  to  attempt  to 
maintain  the  legislative  power,  is  to  abaadon  the 
ground  of  compact ;  and  e  amrenoy  to  atsempi  to 
maintain  the  principle  of  compact,  is  to  abandon 
the  legislative  power;  because  the   ooe  unplies 
consent,  as  essential  to  its  existence,  whilst  the 
other  acts  independently  of  all  consent,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  own  will.    I  will   now,  however, 
with  the  leave  of  the  Committee,  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  several  provisions  of  the  CooatittttiaD 
whichs  have  been  relied  oi^  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  with  a  view  to  support  the  one  or  the 
other  of  these  principles.    Before  I  do  this,  bow- 
ever,  I  must  make  this  apologetic  remark  to  the 
Committee,  for  referring  to  clauses  which  have 
been  so  often  quoted :    That  the  advocates  of  the 
restriction,  having  to  maintain  their  principles, 
have  selected  their  own  texts  of  the  Constitutioo, 
on  which  to  comment  i  that,  as  my  argument  con- 
sists of  a  counter  eonunentary  to  &eirs,  1  am 
constrained  to  refer  to  the  same  texts  from  neces- 
sity. 

The  first  which  I  shall  examine,  bwMurf  it  has 
been  most  relied  on,  is  in  these  words:  '^New 
States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congiess  into  this 
Union.''  Now,  say  gentlemen,  this  provision  is 
permissivej  not  impertUwe.  That  as  Congress  may, 
so  they  may  not,  admit;  and  as  they  may  not  a^ 
mit,  therefore  they  may,  la  their  discretion,  impose 
their  own  terms.  On  my  part,  it  is  contended  that 
the  power  of  Congress  is  limited  to  tbe  simple  al- 
ternative, of  admitting  or  not  admitting ;  that  eves 
this  power  is  subject  to  the  modification,  that  tkf 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  refuse  admission  to  a 
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territory;,  whoise  situation  and  circumstances  fit  it 
for  admission. 

I  would  illustrate  my  idea  on  this  subject,  by  a 
reference  to  the  powers  of  laying  taxes  and  boirow- 
ing  money.  We  have  the  power  to  obtain,  either 
by  taxation  or  loan,  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  Trea- 
sury were  even  full  to  overflowing ;  yet  no  man 
will  say,  that  we  have  the  moral  right  to  do  this, 
much  less  to  menace  a  State  or  States  /with  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  unless  it,  or  th^,  would 
agree  to  some  condition,  injuriotts  to  their  rights. 
But  let  us  return  to  the  clause.  What  is  to  be 
admitted?  A  State.  Although  much  has  been 
already  said  in  relation  to  this  word,  I  beg  leave 
to  add  something  more.  The  definition  of  the 
word  SUUe^  in  general,  need  not  be  resorted  to.  b(H 
cause  it  is  to  be  defined  here,  in  the  sense  in  which 
it  is  used  in  the  Constitution.  There  is  no  rule  of 
coDstruction  so  universal,  as  it  respecits  laws,  trea- 
ties, or  constitutions,  as  this,  that  the  same  word 
repeatedly  occurring  in  the  same  instrument,  shall 
receive  the  same  interpretation.  Thus,  sir,  no  one 
will  deny,  when  both  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments are  forbidden  to  pass  bills  of  attainder, 
or  ex  post  /ado  laws,  that  diese  terms  mean  the 
same  thin^,  in  each  instance. "  Take  another  ex- 
ample, which  comes  nieher  to  the  present  question : 
Suppose,  in  the  very  clause  now  under  considera- 
tion, it  had,  from  abundant  caution,  been  afdded, 
that  the  new  States,  upon  their  admission,  should 
be  entitled  each  to  two  Senators  and  their  proper 
proportion  of  Representatives ;  no  man  would  have 
douDted  but  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
must  possess  precisely  the  qualifications  prescribed, 
in  a  previous  pjart  of  the  (institution,  to  wif,  a 
certain  ace,  residence,  and  citizenship ;  and  so,  sir, 
of  any  ot  Aer  term  in  the  whole  instrument.  Con- 
strue  the  word  State,  then,  like  all  the  other  words 
in  the  Constitution,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  pre- 
viously and  repeatedly  used,  and  there  would  at 
once  be  an  end  of  the  question.  For,  when  a  new 
State  is  to  be  admitted,  it  is  just  such  a  State,  as 
is  produced  by  the  various  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

But,  again  sir,  new  States  are  to  be  admitted. 
Now  this  word  new  is  clearly  put  in  contradistinc* 
tion  to  My  and  this  cootradistmction  is  what  con- 
stitutes and  defines  the  difierence  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  expressed ;  as  naturally,  as  when  we 
speak  of  a  youn?  man  we  put  him  in  contradis- 
tmction  to  an  old  one;  but  with  this  difierence 
only,  we  mean  a  natural  being^  of  the  same  pow- 
ers and  faculties,  such  as  wiU,  judgment,  memory, 
^.  So,  sir,  when  we  speak  of  new,  in  opposition 
to  old  States,  we  mean  just  such  a  political  being, 
possessing  the  same  political  powers  and  faculties, 
distinpfttinied  only  by  the  circumstance  of  age. 

This  assumption,  that  because  we  have  a  power 
to  reftise  admission,  we  therefore  have  a  right  to 
impose  terms  upon  that  admission,  proceeds  from 
the  misapplication  of  a  principle  in  itself  perfectly 
true,  but  which  has  no  sort  of  application  to  the 
present  question.  It  is  this,  that  he  who  gives,  has 
a  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  the  gift.  This  is 
entirely  true,  in  relation  to  property  which  belongs 
to  ourselves,  and  which  we  have  not  only  the 


power,  but  the  moral  ri^ht,  to  giv^  or  not,  as  we 
please ;  but  it  is  untrue,  if  it  be  attempted  to  apply 
it  to  a  case  like  the  present,  when  we  are  acting 
not  for  ourselves,  but  as  trustees  for  others ;  not  in 
relation  to  any  thing  which  belongs  to  us,  but  in 
relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  that  trust ;  in  that 
case,  not  we,  but  those  whose  aeents  we  are,  have 
the  right  to  prescribe  terms,  as  f  shall  endeavor  to 
show  has  been  done  by  the  Constitution.  To 
show  the  fallacj  of  this  aoctrine,  that  because  we 
may  g^ve,  or  withhold  our  assent,  we  may  therefore 
impose  our  own  terms,  permit  me  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  some  analogous  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Congress  haa  power  to  ^ve  its  consent 
or  not,  that  a  State  may  lay  duties  on  imports. 
Suppose  an  application  made  for  such  consent,  is 
there  a  member  of  the  Committee  who  would  con- 
tend, that  Congress  has  a  rieht  to  give  it,  upon 
condition  that  the  State  should  give  some  eqmva- 
lent  ?  For  example,  that  it  shotild  agree  in  its  t^rp, 
that  its  exports  should  be  taxed ;  no  one,  I  am  per^ 
suaded,  will  attempt  to  maintain  this  position. 
Again,  sir.  Congress  may  consent  or  not,  that  a 
State  may  keep  troops  in  time  of  peace ;  would 
they  have  a  rignt  to  attach 'as  a  condition  to  that 
consent,  that  the  State  should  submit  to  the  im- 
position of  a  direct  tax,  in  a  mode  difierent  from 
the  ratio  of  representation  ?  No.  sir,  it  will  not  be 
pretehded ;  and  yet  there  would  be  as  much  plau- 
sibility in  both  of  these  hypothetical  cases,  as  can 
well  DC  conceived  in  any  case ;  because  the  con- 
ditions stated  in  both,  consist  in  surrendering  rights 
reserved  to  the  States  for  their  benefit ;  yet  Con- 

Sress could  not  attach  such  conditions.  The  path  of 
uty  would  be  plainly  ^is :  if  the  situation  of  the 
applying  States  were  such,  that  the  rec|uired  con- 
sent ought  not  to  be  granted,  then  it  v^ould  be 
wrong  to  grant  it  for  any  supposed  equivalent ;  if, 
on  the  contrary,  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
make  the  ap]:^ication  a  proper  one,  then  it  ought 
to  be  granted  without  equivalent.  I  could  state 
other  cases  of  a  similar  chalracter ;  these  will  be 
sufficient  tb  show,  that  it  does  not  follow,  because 
we  have  a  power  to  refuse  consent,  therefore  we 
may  impose  conditions  on  that  consent,  when 
granted. 

If  we  were  to  impose  this  condition,  we  should 
commit  a  palpaUe  vidatibn  of  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  which  makes  it  our  duty  to  guar- 
anty to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form 
of  government.  A  Republican  Government  is 
one  derived  flrom  the  people  to  be  governed  by  it, 
liable  to  be  altered,  reformed,  or  abolished  by  them- 
selves. Yet  we,  whose  sworn  duty  it  is  to  guar- 
anty to  the  prople  of  Missouri  a  government 
formed  by  themselves,  are  now  about  to  declare, 
that  in  one  important  particular,  their  constitution 
shall  not  be  such  as  they  desire,  shall  not  be  alter- 
able according  to  their  own  will,  but  shall,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  such  as  we  choose  it  to  be,  and 
shall  not  aftowards  be  altered  without  our  consent. 
Sir,  the  plain  meaning  of  the  Constitution  is  this — 
its  provisions  were  intended  not  only  for  the  States 
which  then  existed,  but  for  such  as  should  there* 
after  exist.  As  far  as  they  thtti  existed,  they  at 
once  became  parties  to  it ;  and  no  man  can  doubt 
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but  that  the  new  States  siace  fonned,  had  they 
then  been  in  being^  would  have  been  received  as 
parties  to  that  family  compact,  and  consequently 
upon  the  terms  therein  contained ;  but  those  States 
which  did  not  then  exist,  could  not  become  parties ; 
the  original  States,  therefore,  left  this  Constitution 
as  a  perpetual  power  of  attorney,  empowering 
us,  as  their  agents,  to  receive  new  States  into 
the  Union ;  and  the  various  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument perpetually  accompany  it,  as  the  pre- 
seribed  terms  of  such  admission.  If  it  were  otLer- 
wise,  if  we  were  at  liberty  to  impose  what  condi- 
tions we  pkase  upon  the  new  States,  our  Govern- 
ment would  present  this  monstrous  anomaly,  that 
the  original  States  had  provided  a  permanent 
Constitution,  as  it  respected  thoooselves,  alterable 
only  by  themselves,  but  as  it  respects  new  States, 
had  in  effect  given  to  Congress  tne  power  of  mak- 
ing a  constitution  for  them. 

Sir,  there  is  a  plain  process  of  reasonin£^,  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  will  put  to  rest  all  difficulty  about 
the  relation  in  which  new  States  stand  to  the  old ; 
and  perhaps  it  is  because  it  is  plain  that  it  is  not 
observed.  It  will  consist  in  propounding  to  the 
Committee  a  series  of  questions,  all  of  which,  I 
undertake  to  affirm,  that  every  member  must 
answer  in  the  affirmative ;  and  yet  gentlemen  will 
find  themselves  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  answer- 
ing them  negatively,  or  of  giving  up  the  proposed 
restriction.  It  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  put 
oae  general  question  only.  Do  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  apply  to  the  new,  as  well  as 
to  the  old  States  ?  But  the  Cfommittee  will  pardon 
me  for  pursuing  them  in  detail,  because  by  that 
mode  I  think  we  shall  arrive  at  such  palpable  con- 
clusions that  the  mind  cannot  withhold  its  assent. 
I  will  now  commence  the  catechetical  mode  of 
argument  .which  I  have  just  indicated: — Are  the 
new  States  entitled  to  a  representation  in  this 
Houte.  and,  if  they  be,  is  it  in  proportion  to  their 
federal  numbers?  Are  they  entitled  to  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate,  and,  if  so,  is  it  an  equal 
representation  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  and,  if  so,  is  the 
number  to  be  in  the  compound  ratio  of  their  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  ?  Are  they  subject  to 
the  legislative  powers  of  Congress,  such  as  that  of 
laying  taxes,  d^.  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  exemptions  in  the  Constitution,  such  as 
the  protection  against  a  duty  on  exports?  Are 
they  subject  to  the  various  prohibitions  in  the  10th 
section  of  the  1st  article,  such  as  that  no  State 
shall  coin  money,  ^.  1  -^Are  they  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  provision,  that  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  States  1  Finally, 
do  the  9th  and  10th  articles  of  the  amendments 
extend  to  them,  especially  the  10th,  which  pute 
into  the  shape  of  a  Constitutional  declaration, 
what  would  nave  been  the  necessary  rule  of  con- 
struction ;  namely.  That  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States,  nor  pronibited  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people  ?  There  is  not,  surely,  a  member  of  this 
Committee  who  would  venture  .to  answer  one  of 
these  questions  negatively ;  and  yet,  from  an  affir- 


mative answer  to  them  all,  there  rendta  an  inevi- 
table conclusion,  that  this  restrictbn  csimol  k 
imposed.  I  have  assumed  that  it  is  impossible  tc 
say  nay  to  any  one  of  these  questions ;  bat,  to  nab 
certainty  more  certain,  let  me  exemplify  in  oae 
or  two  instances,  corresponding  to  these  i)iKstioQ& 
Can  you  give  a  new  State  three  Senators,  or  can 
you  pare  them  down  to  one  ?  Can  you  relax 
them  from  their  liability  to  your  legislative poni 
by  stipulating,  for  example,  wat  they  should  Mk 
included  in  the  imposition  of  a  direct  tax  ?  Ikx 
two  cases  present  examples,  the  first  of  a  n^int- 
quired,  the  second  of  an  obli^tion  contram  bf 
coming  into  the  Federal  Union.  Let  me  oovpni 
a  case,  m  relation  to  the  prohibitions  on  theenrcix 
of  Stale  sovereignty.  Can  you  authorize  a  oev 
State  to  coin  money,  er  grant  letters  of  maique 
and  reprisal  ?  If  every  member  of  the  CoDtminee 
must  agree  that  you  cannot  do  any  ooe  of  tkse 
thing^  what,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the  reason  I  Ca: 
the  mind  of  man  conceive  any  other  but  this  gna: 
and  obvious  principle,  growing  out  of  the  Consti- 
tution— that,  coming  into  an  association  of  States 
bound  to  each  other  by  a  mutual  compact,  the 
terms  of  that  compact  necessarily  appfy  to  theo. 
and  consequently  impart  to  them  the  same  rifbts, 
and  impose  upon  them  thesameobligatioosvbici| 

rtained  to  .the  elder  members  of  the  Coofedencr: 
this  be  not  the  reason,  I  demand  of  gentkiDca 
to  tell  me  what  it  is :  but,  whatever  maf  ^  ^ 
principle,  it  is  entirely  sufficient  for  all  cIk  jw- 
poses  of  m)r  argument,  that  all  agree,  thitibe sev- 
eral provisions  of  the  Constitution,  which  I  bare 
before  quoted,  do,  in  point  of  fact,  apply  ^>^ 
operate  upon  the  new,  as  much  as  udoo  the  m 
States.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  federal  rigbbaad 
obligations  of  the  new  States  and  their  citizeos, 
are  as  much  fixed  by  the  Constitution  as  those  ot 
the  original  States;  the  grants  of  municipal (O^er 
made  by  the  new  States,  and  the  reserTatunoi 
the  remainder  to  them,  are  as  much  fixed  W  ^ 
Constitution  as  are  those  of  the  original  Silt^ 
But  what  is  settled  by  the  Constitution  cannot  be 
altered  by  law.  If  the  proposed  amendment,  tbes, 
embrace  a  provision  wnich  alters  the  povos  or 
rights  of  the. new  States  or  their  citizens,  in  uif 
degree,  either  by  enlarging  or  diminishiDg  tM 
then  it  is  void,  as  being  in  conflict  with  the  Cobj 
stitution,  which,  I  have  just  shown,  has  srttleo 
those  rights  and  powers,  and  whicb  is  paiamoani 
to  the  law. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  show,  beyond  all  (i^ 
tion,  that  the  efifect  of  the  proposed  ameDdoeotis 
to  diminish  the  rights  and  powos  of  the  cijiz^ 
and  State  of  Missouri  When  this  ameodmeDi 
shall  be  passed,  a  citizen  of  Missouri  canaot  can) 


right  to  carry  them  into  bis  State.  1  asK  )fo»i  ^ 
if  these  two  citizens  be  equal?  And  yeton^^'' 
the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  \^^^^ 
ferred  to,  and  which,  I  have  shown,  applies  <o  tv 
new  States,  declares,  that  "  the  citixens  of  ^ 
State  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  i^xmi^ 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  It  is  ^^^^ 
ever,  that  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  cannot ««''» 
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I  slave  into  that  State,  and  that  therefore  the  citi- 
sea  of  Missouri  stands  on  an  equal  footing  with 
lim.  I  utterly  deny  the  position.  CtenUemen 
lere  reason  from  fact  to  principle.  Although  such 
s  the  law  of  Pennsylrania,  it  is  an  act  of  their 
)wn  Legislature,  which  they  were  free  to  enact  or 
lot,  and  to  repeal  at  their  will;  not  ao  with  Mb- 
iouri:  for,  in  the  first  place,  we  in  effect  decree  it 
or  them,  and  then  declare  it  to  be  irrepeal- 
ible  without  our  consent  Let  us  leave  aU  the 
;itizens  of  the  United  States  at  liberty,  by  their 
>wn  legislation,  either  to  retain  or  abolish  sla- 
rery^  and  thf  n  they  are  all  upon  an  equal  footr 
Dg  in  point  of  r^A^,  as  by  the  Constitution  they 
ire  declared  to  be ;  and  if  they  shall  exercise  that 
ight  in  different  ways,  in  the  several  States,  and 
bus  put  themselves  m  different  situations  in  point 
»f  fact,  it  is  an  act  of  their  own  will^  with  which 
ve  have  nothing  to  da 

It  is  said,  however,  in  a  memorial  presented-  to 
ts,  that  this  principle  would  lead  to  monstrous 
consequences ;  that  if  there  were  but  a  sin^^le  State 
n  the  Union  which  tolerated  slavery,  this  prinoi 
de  would  not  only  enable  the  citizens  of  that  State 
o  carry  slaves  to  a  State  whose  laws  forbade  it, 
Nit  would  even  enable  citizens  of  the  latter  State 
o  hold  them  contrary  to  their  own  laws.  These 
lonsequences,  if  they  could  follow,  would  indeed 
le  monstrous  >  but  1  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
hat  the  fallacy  of  reasoning  which  leads  to  them 
s  still  more  so.  Our  principle  does  not  claim  for 
he  citizens  of  one  State  greater  privileges  than 
litizens  of  the  other  States  enjoy,  but  me  same 
>nly .  Now  it  is  obvious,  that,  if  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia could  hold  slaves  in  Pennsylvania,^ he  would 
iojoy  greater  pivileges  than  a  citizen  of  that 
)tate.  This  obviates  the  first  part  of  the  objec- 
ion ;  the  second  part  is  as  easily  obviated.  I  have 
ilready  iihown  you  that  the  citizens  of  two  States 
irc  perfectly  equal  in  point  of  right,  when  they  are 
eft  at  liberty  to  retain  or  abolish  slavery.  If  the 
>ne  retain,  and  the  other  abolish  it,  it  is  the  exer- 
:ise  of  their  own  will,  expressed  by  their  own  rep- 
esentatives,  which  produces  the  difference  in  their 
ituations.  The  true  principle  b  this:  As  in  Vir- 
ginia slavery  is  tolerated,  a  Pennsylvanian  is 
quail y  with  a  Virginian  entitled  to  hold  a  slave 
here ;  as  in  Pennsylvania  slavery  is  not  tolerated, 
he  citizens  of  neither  St^te  can  hold  a  slave  there; 
Alt  it  is  competent  for  either  State  to  vary  its 
egislative  provisions  in  this  respect  at  its  own 
vTll. 

Liet  us  now  ate  whether  the  proposed  amend- 
nent  does  not  diminish  the  powers  of  Missouri  as 
L  State.  The  standard  b)r  which  to  ascertain  the 
K>wers  of  a  State  is  furnished,  first,  by  the  grant 
if  legislative  power  to  Congress;  secondly,  by  the 
prohibitions  upon  the  powers  of  the  States.  All 
'ther  powers  not  included  in  thb  grant,  or  in  these 
prohibitions,  remain  with  the  States.  Such  is  the 
xplicit  declaration  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
mendments  already  quoted.  Now,  sir,  no  man 
las  pretended  that  the  power  is  granted  to  the 
j^ederal  Government  to  abolish  shivery,  or  that  it 
i  prohibited  to  the  States  to  retain  it.  Accord- 
pg  to  the  positive  provision  of  the  10th  amend- 


ment,  therefore,  it  b  r^ained ;  and  yet  gendemen 
are  now  about  to  exercise  this  power  as  if  it  Were 
mnted  to  us.  Gentlemen  wiU  at  once  acknow- 
ledge that  they  would  not  attempt  this  in  relation 
to  tne  old  States ;  and  why,  sir?  Do  you  answer 
that  all  powers  not  delegated,  nor  pronibited,  are 
reserved  to  them  ?  Then  sar  I.  you  youreelves 
admit,  that  the  same  article  whicn  makes  the  res- 
ervation of  powers  in  favor  of  the  old  States,  ap- 
plies to  the  new ;  and,  consequendy,  it  cannot  be 
so  construed  as  to  justify,  in  relation  to  the  new 
States,  what  it  forbids  towards  the  old.  If,  then, 
the  prohibitions  and  the  reservations  of  power 
equally  apply  to  the  new  States;  if,  as  I  have 
shown,  it  IS  not  competent  for  us  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  States,  either  by  surrendering  any 
of  our  l^^ladve  powers,  or  by  removing  any  of 
the  prohibitions,  it  follows,  necessarily,  that  we 
cannot  diminish  them  by  breaking  in  upon  the 
fund  which  they  have  reserved.  The  sanie  Con- 
stitution which  contains  the  grant  to  us,  and  the 
prohibition  upon  the  States,  secures  to  them  the 
enjoyment  of  .the  remainder. 

It  has  already  been  asked,  with  great  force,  if  we 
can  break  in  upon  this  reserved  stock  at  all,  what 
will  hinder  us  from  taking  all  ?  Gentlemen  have 
felt  the  pressure  of  thb  argument ;  they  have  seen 
that.  Without  some  limitadon,  we  should  be  led 
to  the  consequence  that  we  might  take  all.  To 
avoid  this  they  have  attempted  a  limitation  which 
I  will  show  you,  sir,  b  perfectly  arbitrary.  They 
have  said,  and  such  is  the  language  of  the  Boston 
memorial,  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  ease, 
we  cannot  take  away  federal  rights.  It  would  be 
strange  if  we  could  not  take  away  what  the  Con- 
sdtution  gives  to  the  States^  and  yet  could  de- 
prive them  of  what  belonged  to  them  in  their  own 
rig[ht,  independently  of  the  Constitution.  Therpo- 
sition  of  gentlemen  would  seem  to  lead  to  this  in- 
ference; and  yet  it  b  impossible  that  they  can 
mean  all  that  their  priociples  would  seem  to  em- 
brace. It  b  impossible  they  can  mean  to  say,  that 
all  rights  and  powers  not  federal  can  be  taken 
from  the  States.  It  is  not  a  federal  right^  or  power 
in  the  States,  to  regulate  the  course  of  descents. 
I  have  purposely  sefected  thb  example,  because  in 
more  than  one  instance  in  the  Federalist  this  very 
case  b  put,  as  showing  that,  by  no  latitude  of  con- 
struction, could  Congress  interfere  with  it;  and 
yet,  if  there  be  no  other  limitation  upon  us,  except 
that  we  cannot  touch  federal  rights,  we  might 
even  interfere  with  this  subject  Indeed,  sir,  if 
another  principle  in  the  Boston  memorial  be  cor- 
rect, it  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  we  might 
interpose  in  the'  regulation  of  descents ;  it  is  this : 
that  Congress  might  attach  as  a  condition  to  the 
sale  of  its  lands,  that  the  owners  should  never 
own  slaves.  If  they  could  do  this,  it  would  be 
more  reasonable  that  they  should  have  the  power 
of  regulating  descents.  The  argument  would  stand 
thus:  We  cannot  trust  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
le^slate  for  themselves,  because,  possiUy,  they 
might  establbh  in  their  law  of  descents  the  prin*- 
ciple  of  primogeniture,  and  might  authorize  the 
perpetuation  of  estates  in  the  eldest  male  by  the 
doctrine  of  entails.    If  they  should  do  this,  they 
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would  create  an  mstocfuej  in  the  country  wliiob 
would  be  unfriendly  to  the  principle  of  republican 

S>yernmenty  which  rests  upon  the  oasiif  of  equality, 
at  we  are  bound  to  guaranty  to  erery  State  in 
die  Union  a  republican  form  of  government; 
therefore  we  will  interfere  with  theit'  fegidation  in 
reflating  the  course  of  descents.  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  whether  this  reasoning  would  not  be 
more  ][dausihle  than  any  which  could  be  urged  in 
favor  of  the  conditicm  of  not  cultivating  lands  by 
slaves.  Yet  I  hope  no  man  will  contend  that  we 
c^ould  regulate  the  course  of  descents.  There  are 
lights  and  powers  not  federal,  then,  which  we 
cannot  take  away.  To  what  rule  shall. we  resort 
to  ascertain  which  they  are?  I  answer,  in  the 
language  of  the  Boston  memorial,  that  it  results, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  that  we  can  de- 
prive a  State  of  no  right,  federal  or  municipal, 
which  i3  granted  or  reserved  to  it  by  the  Consti- 
tution? Take  this  rule,  all  is  plain  and  intelligi- 
blie;  discard  it,  and  every  thing  is  involved  in  un- 
certainty and  confusion. 

An  attempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  distin- 
guish this  subject  from  the  general  rule,  arising  out 
of  the  Constitution,  upon  this  ground,  that  slavery 
was  a  question  adjusted  by  comiuDmtse,  and  that 
therefore  no  States  but  those  which  were  the  ori- 

Snal  parties  to  the  Constitution  can  claim  the 
nefitof  that  compromise;  I  think  it  will  be  found, 
sir,  that  this  position  is  just  as  untenable  as  the 
Tuious  others  from  which  gentlemen  have,  I  trust, 
beeA  driven. ,  There  were  other  subjects  besides 
slavery  adjusted  by  compromise ;  I  will  mention 
the  most  prominent  one — ^that  of  an  equal  repre- 
sentiytion  in  the  Senate.  This  is  incontestably 
ppoven  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  the  clause  pro- 
ykiimf  for  amendments,  it  is  declared  that  the  Con- 
slitotion  shall  not  even  be  so  amended  as  to  deprive 
any  State  of  its  equal  suffira^e  in  the  Senate  with- 
OQt.its  own  consent;  this  is  the  only  provision 
which  is  forever  put  beyond  the  reach  or  amend- 
ment, in  the  ordinary  mode.  Now,  sir,  this  was 
amj^ticaUy  the  work  of  a  compromise  in  a  vital 
pavi  of  the  Constitution ;  the  principle  of  gentle- 
men, if  tme,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  new  States  were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
ikds  provision,  because  they  were  not  parties  to  the 
compromise ;  yet  no  gentleman  will  maintain  this 
position ;  and  if  he  wUl  not)  he  must  give  up  the 
other  upon  the  subiect  of  slavery.  Gtentlemen 
complain  of  what  they  oonaider  injustice,  in  the 
Sottlheni  representation  bdng  increased  by  their 
aUve^ ;  if  they  could  even  show  this^yet  they  coqM 
101  in  this  way  attempt  to  alter  it.  But,  upon  th«if 
awn  ^ound»,  I  ant  prepared  to  show  that  the  hard- 
afadp  is  on  our  side ;  for  this  pnrpose,  I  beg  leave 
to  mlroduce  to  your  attention  Virginia  and  Indi- 
ana;  the  whole  representation  of  Virginia  in  this 
House  is  twenty-three,  of  which  numMr  she  is  efr- 
litled  to  sixteen  fr<»n  her  free  population,  and  to 
aeven  from  her  slaves ;  Indiana  in  this  House,  is 
entitled  to  one  member ;  Virginia,  then,  has  a  right 
t^  sixteen  times  as  many  members  here  as  Indi- 
ana, even  from  *hte  fVee  pofiulatton :  but,  in  the 
Senate,  Indiana,  by  a  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, irrevocable  witkout  hev  own  consent,  is'eqnal 


to  Virginia,  it  thus  ampears  that,  whiht  in  o»r 
House,  Virginia,  by  her  sla  ves,  receives  an  incresn 
of  less  than  one  half  her  representation ;  Indiaitt, 
in  the  other,  has  h&  relative  weight  molt^M 
fifteen  times,  and  that,  too,  as  I  have  shown,  bf 
an  trrepealaUe  provision  of  the  Constttntion,  wiiilh 
out  her  own  consent.  Whilst  Yirginia  is  \aik. 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitotion  eiven  agaiisi 
her  consent,  to  be  deprived  of  that  part  of  her  rep- 
resentation which  she  derives  from  her  slares.  I 
will  «ay  nothing  about  our  being  taxed  on  aecooac 
of  our  slaves,  in  the  same  proportioa  in  vkidk 
they  increase  our  representation,  as  that  has  bea 
already  presented  to  you. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  the  powers  which  the  Cot- 
stitution  does  not  give  us,  we  caa  get  fnib  c^ 
several  States  by  compact.  They  say  thsi  both 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  MisoiBi  u? 
competent  to  make  a  contract;  aad  thatif  tkcoot 
party  make  a  proposition,  and  the  other  accept  it 
this  is  obligatory  on  them  both.  £ven  if  thB|iri&- 
ciple  were  tme,  an  abundant  answer  is  fnmisiiei 
by  an  argument  which  I  believe  has  been  alieidr 
urged,  and  which  I  shall  therefore  only  state,  witk- 
out pursuing  it;  it  is  that,  by  the  treaty, iFhidi 
was  a  compact  prior  in  point  of  tinae,  and  put* 
mount  in  point  of  obligation,  the  pet^e  of  Mis- 
souri have  acquired  certain  rights,  that  therefore  it 
is  not  competent  for  you  merely  because  yoa  aie 
the  stronger  to  say.  that  you  will  not  eomplf  with 
its  stipulations,  unless  they  will  a^iee  toEsuther 
compact,  the  efiect  of  which  will  be^  u>  dqarire 
them  of  one  of  the  rights  which  I  shali  sttesift 
hereafter  to  show,  when  I  come  to  spesk  of  \ke 
treaty  more  at  lar^  it  gave  them. 

But  let  us  examine  the  gentleman's  proposinen 
as  to  the  conpetcney  of  the  United  States  and  tkr 
States  to  make  compacts.  It  is  trae  cMsiy  in  s 
very  qualified  sense,  as  I  will  now  attea^  to  skow 
yott.  The  Constitution  authoriaes  Oongres  lo 
procure  by  cession  a  seat  of  Grovemraent*  sad  kr 
purchase,  sites  for  forts^  arsenals^  dbe^  ^rom  tkt 
seveml  States ;  it  authorizes  the  States,  by  coaseac 
of  CoBcrress,  to  make  t^nnpacts  widi  each  ccker, 
and  with  foreign  Powers;  probably  the  power  to 
admit  new  States,  connected  with  the  prohibaiQa 
to  form  them  out  of  the  territory  of  others,  wtih- 
oat  the  consent  of  Congress  and  the  States  con- 
cerned, will  iustify  the  cessuon  of  territory  by  the 
States,  for  tne  sole  purpose  however  of  forming 
republican  States.  Now,  sir,  quo  md  the  partird^ 
lar  subjects  which  I  have  mentioned,  the  Coasfi- 
tution  imparts  to  the  United  Slates,  as  the  ase 
may  be,  a  competency  to  contract ;  i£  geiMiemea 
mean  to  extend  that  competency  one  iota  beyond 
these  subjects,  then  I  utterly  deny  dieir  principle. 
We  have  been  referred  to  many  compaels  whick 
have  been  made  by  Congress  and  the  several 
States;  without  Yielding  to  the  force  of  precc^ 
dents,  if  not  justined  bv  the  Constitution,  hot  pro- 
testing against  them,  I  think  I  can  venture  to  sir 
that  most  if  not  all  the  comets  refened  to  wi8 
be  found  to  be  of  the  description  which  I  haw 
mentioned.  But  we  have  been  reftned  to  soof 
of  the  stipulations  of  those  compacts,  particuhdy 
betwuea  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  iM  have  bea 
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asked,  wbence  yrttB  the  power  derived  to  make 
them?  It  has  ahready  been  shown  that  the  Con- 
stitution gives  them  the  power,  with  the  assent  of 
Congress,  to  make  compacts,  subject  of  course  to 
the  limitation,  that  they  do  not  violate  that  instm* 
tnent  As  to  the  stipulations  themselves,  it  will 
be  found  that  almost  aU  of  them  are  mete  declara- 
rions  of  what  would  otherwise  have^existed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  Ck>nstit|ition ;  for  example,  Kentucky 
)hali  bear  her  equal  part  of  the  public  debt ;  the 
lavi^tion  of  tfane  Ohio  shall  be  common  between 
he  citizens  of  the  two  States ;  non-reridents'  lands, 
)eing  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  not  be  taxed  higher 
han  the  residents :  the  first  provision  is  the  inevi* 
able  consequence  of  Kentucky  becominff  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union,  whereupon  she  was  liable  to  her 
n-oportion  of  taxation ;  the  second  and  third  are 
K)th  emphatically  embraced  by  the  provision^  that 
he  citizens  of  each  State  shall  enjoy  the  privileges 
ind  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  Slates. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  almost  all  the  stipuia- 
ions  in  the  compacts  between  Congress  ana  the 
$tates ;  if  an  exception  caa  be  found.  I  have  only 
o  say  that  we  eaanol  justify  one  violation  of  the 
!]:onstitQtion  by  another.  The  question  here^  how- 
!ver,  is  of  an  entirely  different  kind ;  it  is  not  a 
luestion  about  the  cession  of  territor)"  between 
yODgress  and  a  State,  nor  about  a  compact  between 
wo  States,  containing  provisions  to  secure  a  com- 
Dunity  of  riehts  and  pnvileges  between  their  citi- 
:ens  which  the  Constitution  it^f  seetDred  j  but  it 
s,  whether  Congress^  Caa^  by  a  compact  with  a 
$tate,  obtain  from  that  State  a  suvrcnder  of  any 
nrtion  of  its  sovereignty  ?  Let  us  put  a  ease,  and 
me  in  relation  to  an  old  State,  for  I  think  I  may 
low  assume  that  the  oid  and  new  stand  on  the 
ame  ground.    Would  Virginia,  then,  be  bound 

2  a  contract  made  with  Congress,  by  which  she 
ould  stipulate  to  establish  a  particular  coarse  of 
lescents,  or  a  jniticular  code  of  criminal  jurispro* 
lence  1  No,  sir,  the  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Sergeant,)  after  quoting  so  many  ccMDpacts 
vhich  did  not  apply,  acknowdged  that,  if  the 
me  now  proposed  windd  in  any  diegree  impair  the 
overei^ty  of  Missouri^  it  eouid  not  be  sustained. 
<low,  sir.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  necessary 
o  define  what  sovereignty  is,  with  the  aid  of  this 
oncession,  to  show  that  tlie  amendment  must  be 
bandoned*  A  State,,  to  be  sovereign  and  inde- 
lendent,  most  govern  it«elf  by  its  own  authority 
nd  laws,  without  the  interference  of  any  foreign 
^ower. 

I  ask,  then,  if  this  amendment  prevail,  will  Mi»* 
ouri  govern  herveff  by  her  own  authority  and 
aws,  in  relation  to  the  subject  oi  slavery  Y  On 
be  contrary,  do  we  not,  by  die  amendment,  say 
D  her  that  she  shall  in  the  first  instance  submit  to 
ur  will,  contrmr  to  her  own,  and  that  not  by  an 
ct  of  ordinary  legislation,  but  by  one  which  we 
equire  to  be  made  irrevocable  without  our  oon^ 
ent?  If  it  be  said  that  oivsis  not  a  foreisn  in- 
srference,  I  answer  in  the  langna|^e  which  I  have 
nrmerly  used,  that,  as  to  any  subject  over  whidi 
power  »  not  given  to^  the  (General  Qovemment, 
nd  I  trust  I  have  proven  this  is  one  of  that  Jdnd, 
lat  Government  is  a  Ibraign  one  to  tiie  States^  as 


much  as  any  Qovemment  in  Europe.  But  it  is 
asked,  whether  it  is  essential  to  sovereignty  that  a 
State  should  have  slaveiy  in  its  bosom?  I  an- 
swer no.  sir ;  but  it  is  of  tne  very  essence  of  sover- 
eignty tnat  a  State  should  hare  the  power  of  de- 
oioing  for  itself,  whether  it  will  or  will  not  t<derate 
slavery.  Gentlemen  pressed  by  this  reasoning,  re- 
treat to  another  ground ;  they  say  that  slavery  is  a 
moral  wrong,  and  as  such  cannot  be  the  subject  of 
sovereignty ;  I  answer  that  it  is  essential  to  sover- 
eignty, and  the  highest  act  of  its  exercise,  to  de- 
cide what  is  embraced  within  its  limits,  and  that 
the  very  act  of  one  Gk>vemment  attempting  to  de- 
cide this  question  for  another,  is  a  glaring  viola- 
tion of  the  sovereignty  of  that  other ;  I  answer 
further,  that  sovereignty,  in  relation  to  the  internal 
concerns  of  a  State,  has  nalimie  but  the  discre- 
tion and  moral  sense  of  the  State  itself,  uuless  it 
relate  to  a  subject  the  power  over  which  has  been 
specially  delegated,  and  it  has  been  the  purpose  of 
my  whole  argument  to  prove  that  this  has  not  been 
so  delegated;  Suppose  that  a  State,  like  ancient 
Sparta,  should  by  its  law»  even  sanction  the  bar- 
bftroufr  practice  of  putting  their  Helots  to  deaUi ; 
suppose  that  it  was  so  lost  to  the  moml  sense  as  to 
permit  the  roost  enormous  crimes  a^inst  the  laws 
of  morality  or  rdigion  to  escape  with  impunity ; 
have  we  the  power  to  interfere  in  these  matters  of 
municipal  legislation,  unless  it  be  in  relation  to  a 
subject  over  which  the  Constitution  gives  us 
power  1  ■  I  must  be  pardoned  for  repeating,  that 
we  have  no  more  than  one  of  the  Grovemments  of 
Burope. 

But  in  whatever  Jight  we  look  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery^  whether  as  a  moral  wrong  or  not,  whe- 
ther as  a  nghtfol subject-matter  of  sovereign  power 
or  not,  weltnow  that  it  existed  in  many  a(  tne  old 
States  at  the  formation  of  the  CoDstitution ;  that 
it  has  continued  to  exist ;  that^  there  tute  several 
clauses  in  the  Constitution,  which  have  direct  re- 
ference to  it.  giving  protection  to-  the  master  in 
reclaiming  tne  services  of  his  slave,  andconferrkig 
political  power,  and  creating  a  liability  to  taxa- 
tion, with  an  acknowledged  view  to  this  kind  of 
population ;  this  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  case, 
as  it  respects  the  old  States ,  I  hare  shown,  ^in 
and  again,  that  the  new  States  and  their  citizens 
have  all  the  ririits,  privileges,  immunities,  and 
powers  of  the  old  States.  If,  then,  it  be  a  right 
or  if  you  please  a  wrong,'  in  the  ad  States,  and 
their  citizens,  to  hold  slaVes  beyond  our  control, 
then  the  new  States  and  their  citusens'  claim  the 
same  right,  or  the  same  wrong,  call  it  by  what 
name  you  please. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  two  gentlemen  from  Peno- 
sylvama,  (Messrs.  Hemphill  and  S«R«BaN*r,)  that 
the  States  had  the  right  to  admit  new  States  upon 
conditions  to  be  prescribed  by  themsdvos ;  and  it 
has  been  asked^  what  has  become  of  tlMt  powttr? 
If  they  have  ^ven  to  Congress  the  simple  power 
"Of  admission,  is  the  other  part  of  the  power  amti- 
hilated,  or  dpes  it  yet  remain  vnth  the  3tate»9 
To  these  questions  I  answer,  without  difficulty,  ^ 
that  the  States  did  possess  the  power  of  admitting 
upon  condition ;  that  this  part  of  their  power  is 
neither  annihiliMed,  nor  does  it  lemaia  with  them ; 
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that  tbef  kave  givea  to  Congress  the  power  to  ad- 
mit ;  and  that  they  have  declared  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  that  admission,  in  the  various  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is  this: 
The  States  which  were  the  original  parties  to  the 
Constitution,  have  given  to  Congress  the  power  of 
extending  indefinitely  the  territory  over  which 
their  dominion  is  to  be  exercised,  by  the  admission 
of  new  States ;  but  they  have  not  given  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  increase  their  capital  stock  of 
power,  either  by  taking,  by  their  own  will  or  by 
the  joint  will  of  themselves  and  any  State  or 
States,  any  attribute  of  their  sovereignty ;  the  first 
would  be  an  injury  to  the  individual  State  from 
which  it  was  taken,  the  second  would  be  an  in- 
jury to  all  the  States  which  compose  the  Confed- 
eracy. No,  sir,  the  sum  of  the  power  of  Congress 
is  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  in  a  man- 
ner irrevocable,  except  in  the  mode  prescribed  for 
amendment ;  tne  States  have  not  intrusted  to  any 
body  of  men  on  earth  a  power  which  might  ena- 
ble them  to  disturb  the  political  balance,  which  is 
adjusted  with  so  much  care  in  the  Constitution ; 
they  have  not  left  it  to  Congress  to  make  the  new 
States  either  greater  or  smaller  than  themselves, 
but  have  made  their  own  political  dimensions,  as 
marked  out  in  the  Constitution,  the  precise  stand- 
ard for  the  foribation  of  those  States  which  should 
come  into  their  family  by  adoption. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  tne  influence  of  the 
treaty  of  1803  upon  tnis  question.  The  third  arti- 
cle ptrovides:  "That  the  inhabitants  of  the  coded 
*  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of 
^  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possi- 
^  ble,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 
<  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  ot  the 
'  United  States ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall 
^  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 
'  of  their  libertv,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
'  they  profess.'^  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
assail  tne  validity  of  this  article,  upon  the  ground, 
that  it  was  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
treaty-making  department  of  our  Gbvernment, 
with  the  power  ofCongress,  to  whom  authority  is 
ffiven  by  the  Constitution  to  admit  new  States. 
A  little  examination  of  this  objection  will  show 
that  it  cannot  be  sustained.  The  treaty-making 
(lower,  in  the  exercise  of  their  Constitutional  func- 
tions, contracted  to  purcliase  of  a  foreijgn  State  the 
territory,  the  rights  of  a  part  of  whi^  are  now 
in  question.  They  stipulated,  in  the  article  whksh 
has  just  been  quoted,  that  they  should  be  incor^ 
ponted  in  the  Union,  and  admitted^  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  a  participation  in  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  inununities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Here,  then,  is  a  contract,  by  the  power  in 
our  Qovenunent  competent  to  make  it,  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  i)eople  and  territory,  upon  conditions, 
not  in  violation  of  our  Constitution,  but  in  direet 
accordance  with  it.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  according 
to  the  distribution  ofjaawer  among  the  reqiective 
departments  of  our  Giovemment,  the  stipulations 
in  favor  of  the  oeded  country,  are  to  be  actually 
performed  by  Congress ;  in  like  mannner,  the  mo- 


ney to  be  paid,  as  the  eonsMciation  of  tke 
must  be  appropriated  by  Congreas ;  yet  between  u 
and  foreign  Powers,  there  is  no  ocgaa  by  wkicii  a 
contract  can  be  made,  whatever  may  be  the  snb- 
ject-matter  of  it,  but  that  department  which  is 
authorized  to  make  treaties,  if  the  treaty,  wha 
made,  relates  to  a  subject  which,  by  the  Conslitih 
tion,  fails  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  ii 
results,  from  the  nature  of  our  GoTemment  and 
the  distribution  of  its  powers,  that  Congress  caa- 
not,  without  their  own  assent,  by  the  mere  open- 
tion  of  the  treaty,  be  bound  to  execote  its  prohs> 
ions.  But  when  that  assent  is  given^  more  espe- 
pecially  when,  as  in  this  case  it  is  shown,  by  tke 
acceptance  and  actual  dimsition  of  the  sol^eet- 
matter  acquired,  then  a  refusal  to  eomply  with  tke 
conditions  of  the  acquisition  would  be  ia  viola- 
tion, not  i}nly  of  the  moral  duty  imposed  bf  tke 
Constitution,  but  also  of  the  plighted  faith  ga  the 
nati<w.  What  are  the  iacts  m  the  present  case? 
Congress  have  taken  possession  of  the  Terntary 
purchased ;  they  have  paid  almost  the  whc^e  am- 
sideration ;  thev  have  derived  large  snms  of  monev 
from  the  actual  sale  of  the  land,  and,  by  repeated 
acts  of  legislation,  have  in  various  ways  ezocbed 
authority  over  the  people  and  soiL  We  are,  dies. 
as  much  bound  by  our  own  assent,  in  this  case,  as 
a  private  man  whose  agent  has  purchased  aa 
estate  for  him,  subject  to  mortgage,  woald  be  lo 
discharge  that  mortgage,  if,  with  a  knowledge  d 
the  encumbrance,  he  took  possession  of  the  estite^ 
and,  either  by  cultivation  or  sale,  received  the  ben- 
efit of  the  purchase. 

Assuming  it,  then,  to  be  proven  that  we  are  un- 
der the  double  obligation,  nrst,  of  moral  duty,  and 
secondly,  of  plighted  faith,  to  admit  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  and  to  extend  to  her  citizens  aU  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  eitizens  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  next  question  wiiich  pre- 
sents itself  is  this — What  are  those  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities?  And  here,  sir,  1  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  various  provisions  of  the  Coa- 
stitution^  which  1  have  already  examined,  as  show- 
ing what  they  are — claiming  for  the  State  tnd 
citizens  of  Missouri  the  same  powers  and  rights 
precisely,  as  bv  the  Constitution  are  recognised  as 
belonging  to  ttie  original  States,  either  by  grant  or 
reservation,  and,  among  others,  the  power  in  tike 
Siate,  by  its  own  will,  to  regulate  its  own  internal 
concoms,  and  to  decide  for  itself  whether  it  will 
tolerate  slavery ;  and,  if  it  should  so  will,  the  right 
in  its  citizens  to  the  slaves  which  they  now  had, 
to  their  future  progeny,  and  to  acquire  and  cany 
into  that  State  omer  slaves  from  any  poition  of 
the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant) obiected,  that  the  tenns  of  the  treaty  em- 
braced oniy  the  inhabitants  residing  there  at  its 
date.  What  then,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  chil- 
dren of  those  inhabitants,  and  what  has  it  been 
for  the  seventeen  yeare  which  have  elapsed  since 
that  period?  Wdl  the  gendemaa  say  that  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  do  not  extend  to  them  ? 
As  well  might  it  be  said  that  those  who  are  boct 
in  a  country  after  the  formation  of  its  eonstiia- 
tion,  are  not  entitled  to  share  ia  its  benefits.  What, 
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oo,  let  me  ask,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  citizens  of 
he  United  States  who  have  removed  to  that  coun- 
ry,  having  purchased  lands  from  us?  They  are 
intitied  to  claim  the  benefit,  in  mv  opinion,  of  the 
reaty  and  Constitution  both;  out,  beyond  all 
loubc,  the  moment  the  State  of  Missouri  is  admit- 
ed  into  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  by  the  pro- 
vision which  i  have  so  often  quoted,  secures  to 
hem  an  equality,  a  community  of  privileges  and 
mmunities,  with  their  fellow-citizens  throughout 
he  United  States;  and  gives  to  the  States,  as 
uch,  equal  rights  and  powers  with  the  other  States 
)f  the  Union,  the  extent  of  which  I  have  already 
hown. 

The  next  clause  from  which  the  right  to  impose 
his  restriction  is  derived,  is  that  which  giv^  us 
lower  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
especting  the  territory  of  the  United  States^  I 
lo  not  propose  to  go  into  the  general  question,  how 
a.r  our  power  extends  over  the  territories,  as  such : 
hat  question  will  hereafter  be  distinctly  presented 
0  our  consideration.  Deferring,  therefore,  the 
;eneral  inquiry  till  that  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to 
emind  the  Committee  that,  as  it  respects  the  now 
Territory  of  Missouri,  we  have,  by  one  of  our 
)wn  regulations^  ffiven  it  a  legislative  body ;  th^t 
ve  have  extended  to.  that  body  the  whole  power 
)f  legislation,  subject  only  to  the  limitation  that 
heir  laws  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  Con- 
titution  and  laws  of  the  United  States ;  a  limita- 
ion  to  which  every  State  in  the  Union  is  equally 
ubject :  the  question  of  slavery  is  one  of  a  legis* 
ative  character ;  it,  therefore,  already  belongs  to 
hem  to  decide  it  by  our  own  grant.  Let  me  ask 
gentlemen,  can  a  grant  of  political  power  be  re- 
voked at  the  will  of  those  who  grant  it  ?  Would 
t  not  excite  some  surprise  in  this  hall,  to  talk  of 
evoking  a  common  charter  of  incorporation,  such 
is  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  unless 
or  some  cause  of  forfeiture  of  that  charter  ?  I  do 
lot  mean  now  to  say  what  the  extent  of  the  legis- 
ative  power  is,  in  relation  to  that  subject ;  some 
nodern  writers  of  merit  seem  to  countenance  the 
dea  that  there  are  strong  cases,  in  which  it  would 
)e  a  legitimate  exercise  of  power ;  but  of  this 

am  sure,  that  this  Houst  would  not  under- 
ake  to  revoke  the  most  common  charter  which 
hey  had  panted,  unless  for  some  act  of  forfeiture ; 
ina  yet  it  seems  to  be  thought  'by  many  an  act 
|uite  of  ordinary  legislation,  to  revoke  tne  most 
xalted  charter  whicn  can  be  created — ^that  of  the 
pran t  of  legislative  power.  If  you  can  take  from  a 
Territory  a  power  of  this  kind,  when  opce  granted, 
vhat  would  hinder  you  from  repealing  the  very 
Lct  by  which  you  would  admit  the  same  Territory 
nto  the  Union  ?  They  are  both  grants  of  |K)liti- 
!al  power,  differing  only  in  degree.  But,  sir,  let 
his  question  be  as  it  may  concerning  the  Terri- 
ories,  all  further  inquiry  into  which  I  shall  defer 
ill  that  subject  comes  up,  it  has  no  application  to 
he  present  case,  which  is  the  admission  of  a  State. 
Whatever  is  our  power  over  the  Territories,  it 
6  acknowledge  tnat  it  co-exists  with  the  Ter- 
itorial  condition,  and  that  when  that  ceases  the 
ower  over  them,  as  such,  ceases  alsa  It  is  ac- 
inowledged,  that  we  could  not  impose  this  condi* 


tion  after  the  State  is  admitted;  and  yet  it  is  con- 
tended, that  it  may  be  done  just  bkbre  its  admission, 
by  virtue  of  a  Territorial  power,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily exist,  at  the  moment  when  the  admission 
takes  place:  in  a  word,  it  is  argued  that,  by  virtue 
of  a  power  confessedly  temporary,  we  can  impose 
a  condition,  in  its  character  perpetual,  if  we  so 
will.  I  cannot  show  the  glaring  impropriety  of 
this  position  in  so  palpable  a  mode,  as  by  likening 
it  to  a  case  of  municipal  law.  Let  us  put  the 
case  of  guardian  an d  ward.  A  guardian  has  power 
to  make  leases  of  his  ward's  land,  during  his  min- 
ority, and  to  expire  with  it :  the  moment  afler  his 
ward  reaches  majority,  he  has  no  power  over  the 
estate ;  and  yet,  sir,  upon  the  principle  now  con- 
tended for,  he  might  enter  into  a  contract  the  day 
before  the  minority  ceased,  which  would  bind  the 
ward  and  his  heirs  forever.  If  such  a  proposition 
as  this  were  stated  in  the  judicial  hall,  in  another 
part  of  this  Capitol,  the  gentleman  would  be  told 
that  it  could  not  even  be  received  for  discussion. 

The  next  clause  in  the  Constitution^  from  which 
the  power  to  impose  thia  res^iction  is  attebipted 
to  be  derived,  is  that  by  which  it  is  declared 
"  That  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
^  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to 
<  the  year  1808."  Under  this  it  is  contended,  that 
slaves  may  be  prevented  from  passing  from  one 
State  to  another.  It  has  already  been  properly 
said,  that  if  that  were  the  correct  construction,  it 
ought,  being  legislative  power,  to  be  executed  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  having  equal  effect  upon  all 
the  States,  and  not  by  an  irrevocable  compact, 
operating  on  one  only.  But,  sir,  independently 
01  this  oDJection,  there  are  two  other  answers  to 
the  argument  attempted  to  be  derived  from  this 
clause,  which  I  consider  conclusive.  The  first  is, 
that  the  word  migration  implies  to  Jremeuj  not 
davea.  The  origin  and  received  acceptation  of  the 
term  prove  this.    I  think  I  can  show  it,  too,  by  re- 

Srence  to  the  probable  object  of  the  clause,  and 
e  conflicting  interests  of  difierent  sections  of  the 
country,  which  it  attempted  to  reconcile. 

Let  It  be  recollected  that  the  Constitution  enti- 
tled the  slaveholding  States  to  a  representation 
founded,  in  a  certain  proportion,  upon  their  slave 
population.  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  fair  to  conclude, 
as  it  was  agreed  that  Congress  should  not  have  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  prior 
to  1808.  by  which  importation  the  representation 
of  the  slaveholding  States  would  be  increased,  that 
the  jealousy  of  the  non-slaveholding  States  re- 

?[uired  as  an  ofiset  to  this,  that  the  miction  of 
ree  persons,  by  which  their  representation  would 
be  increased,  snould  not  be  prohibited  till  the  same 
period.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  answer,  arising  from 
the  phraseolcigy  of  the  clause,  which  seems  to  me 
to  put  an  end  to  the  question ;  the  words  are :  *^  The 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  ad- 
mit, shall  not  be  prohibited."  Now,  this  word 
^^admit,^^  proves  incontestably  that  the  word  migra* 
tion,  whether  it  relates  to  free  persons  at  slaves, 
looks  to  persons  coming  from  abroad ;  .for,  if  they 
were  already  in  the  States,  they  could  not  be  ad- 
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mitted.  Sir,  it  would  be  a  soleeism  in  language, 
to  talk  of  admitting  a  man  into  a  house,  who  was 
already  in  it. 

The  last  source  from  which  gentlemen  hare 
sought  the  power  of  imposing  this  restriction,  is 
the  clause  which  authorizes  Congress  '*  to  regulate 
commerce  amongst  the  several  States."  Sir,  you 
have  already  been  properly  told  that  this  clause 
meant  onlv  to  enable  Congress,  by  uniform  and 
equal  reflations,  to  prevent  one  State  iVom  im- 
posing mjurious  duties  upon  th'e  commerce  of 
othersi,  passing  through  its  jurisdiction.  This  is 
proven,  first,  b^  the  exposition  given  of  that  power 
oy  the  Federalist,  where  the  principle  just  men- 
tioned is  stated  as  the  reason  which  led  to  its 
adoption.  I  will  add,  that  a  striking  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  principle  will  be  found  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  States  of  New  York,  Connecticut, 
and  New  Jersey ;  it  is  proven^  also,  by  those  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  which  forbid  Congress 
from  giving,  by  any  rc|rulation  of  commerce,  a 
preference  to  the  ports  of  one  Stale  over  those  of 
another,  and  declaring  that  vessels  bound  to  or 
from  one  State,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear, 
or  pay  duties  in  another. 

You  have  been  properly  told,  also,  in  relation  to 
this  clause,  80  to  tnat  concerning  migration,  that 
if  it  touch  the  case  at  all,  it  is  a  legislative  power, 
and  must,  in  its  operation,  affect  all  the  States 
alike.  To  show  to  the  Committee  the  glaring  im- 
propriety of  this  amendment,  as  resting  for  its  sup- 
port upon  thb  clause,  permit  me  for  a  moment  to 
present  to  ^ou  the  shape  of  a  bill,  having  an  ap- 
propriate title,  and  followed  by  the  enactihents 
which  gentlemen  propose.  As  I  have  shown  to 
you  that  the  new  States  have  all  the  rights  of  the 
old,  indulge  me  so  far  as  to  substitute  Maryland 
for  Missouri.  The  appropriate  title,  then,  as  de- 
rived from  the  lanfl^age  or  the  Constitution,  would 
be,  "  an  act  to  regvdate  commerce  in  slaves  amongst 
the  several  States."  Now,  sir,  for  the  enactment, 
just  such  in  substance  as  g^tlemen  propose : ''  B^ 
'  it  enacted  by  the  Senate,  &c.,  that  hereafter  no 
*  slave  shall  migrate  from  any  part  of  the  United 
<  States  iufto  Maryland ;  that  the  children  who 
'  shall  be  hereafter  bom,  of  all  the  slaves  now  in 
'  that  State,  shall  be  free ;  and  that  Maryland  shall 
'  provide  for  this  by  an  act  irrevocable  without  the 
'  consent  of  Congress."  Such  a  bill  would  indeed 
bfe  like  the  painting  of  Horace,  with  a  human 
head,  but  in  another  part  resembling  the  fish.  I 
should  like  to  see  such  an  act,  with  such  a  title, 
published  in  the  Intelligencer.  Rumt  teneeOis 
amiei?  Would  not  Maryland  naturally  inquire, 
why  single  this  State  out,  and  put  it  under  your 
prohibition  7  Sir,  if  you  mean  to  regulate  com- 
merce,  then  it  must  be  amongst  the  several  States ; 
but,  according  to  this  law,  a  slave  may  migrate  to 
Virginia,  but  he  cannot  mimte  to  Maryland ;  it 
is  liable,  then,  to  the  strong  objection  that  it  is  un- 
equal and  partial  in  its  o}>eration.  But,  sir,  Mary- 
land would  press  you  with  odier  objections  of  an 
unansvrarable  kind ;  she  would  tdl  you  that  com- 
merce, ex  tri  termini^  implies  buying  and  sellinff 
an  exchange  of  equivalents ;  but  your  law  wiU 
embraoe  many  cases  where  there  is  no  buying  and 


sellinfl^,  n6  exchange  of  equivalents,  and,  cobsc- 
quentiy,  no  commerce  to  regulate.  She  woaU 
instance  the  case  of  slaves  being  derived  to  a  citi- 
zen of  Maryland,  by  intestacy,  by  devise,  or  by 
marriage.  She  would  state  the  case  of  a  citizcB 
of  another  State,  removing  to  Maryland,  and  car- 
rying his  own  slaves  with  him ;  in  not  one  of 
tnese  cases  is  there  the  slightest  pretence  of  eos* 
merce ;  and  yet  your  law  would  embrace  them  aE 
She  would  tell  yon,  too,  that  if  she  -were  to  pss 
any  act  at  all,  she  must  consult  her  own  will,  her 
own  views  of  expedien<ry ;  and  that  what  she  co- 
acted,  she  claimed  the  power  to  repeal,  wiikef 
consulting  Congress. 

But,  sir,  the  strongest  objection  lies  yet  hekM 
The  law  which  I  have  supposed,  npon  the  aodeJ 
of  this  amendment,  emancipates  the  childres  of 
all  the  slaves  now  in  Maryland.  Is  this.  u»,  z 
regulation  of  commerce?  It  is  a  contradictiaatfi 
terms,  to  give  it  such  a  name.  This  last  part  d 
the  bill,  sir,  is  most  alarming  in  its  consequences. 
for  it  goes  directly  to  the  emancipation  of  slaTfry 
throughout  the  wnole  United  States,  after  the  pres- 
ent generation  shall  become  extinct ;  ^that  is,  in  the 
life  of  one  man — for,  whilst  the  candles  are  all 
buminff  though  millions  may  be  embraced,  yet  tbe 
life  of  the  longest  liver  terminates  the  period.  Ao^ 
have  you  the  power  to  emancipate  the  childreo  o{ 
acknowledged  slaves  ?  Yes,  says  one  sentlefliaB 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill;)  for  he tslr- 
ed,  can  a  man  have  a  vested  interest  in  an  mhom 
human  being?  And  he  answered,  no.  Uths  be 
the  doctrine,  sir,  though  that  g^entleman  dH  no^ 
apply  it.  and  I  believe  did'-  not  intend  lo  apfly  it 
to  the  old  States^  ^repeat  again^  that  it  procUnns 
universal  emancipation,  after  failure  of  the  present 
generation  of  slaves.  Sir,  it  is  of  no  importance 
that  the  present  Congress  do  not  ap|rfy  it;  we  are 
bbt  actors  who  fret  our  busy  hour  upon  the  stage, 
and  then  pas^  away ;  others  will  come  Co  act  their 
parts,  and  these  principles  may  then  Be  put  into 
practical  execution,  in  their  utmost  extent.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  to  pro ve^^  that  a  profpatj 
in  the  parent  imj^ies  property  m  the  pn»nf. 
The  maxim  ^^Pariut  sequUwr  ventrefM  "  is  as  «d  as 
the  civil  law ;  it  is  founded  upon  the  immutable 
princinle,  that  wherever  I  have  prop«ty  in  the 
capital  stock,  I  have  the  same  property  in  its  iho- 
ducts.  He  who  owns  the  land,  owns  all  the  mbt 
which  it  produces.  If,  then,  you  may  admit  my 
property  m  the  parent,  you  cannot  deny  it  in  the 
child.  If,  indeed,  you  deny  my  right  to  a  vested 
interest  in  an  unborn  human  being,  you  may,  |iter- 
haps,  ^  one  step  further,  and  deny  the  same  in- 
terest m*  thoflie  who  now  exist.  The  argument  b 
as  strong  in  one  case  as  the  other.  Assume  hut 
this  principle,  and  then  you  need  not  wait  for  futu- 
rity to  do  this  great  Work  of  emanctpatioQ.  No, 
sir,  you  may  say  at  once  to  every  bondman  in  the 
United  States,  you  are  free. 

I  have  now,  sir,  finished  my  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  believe,  upon  my  conscience,  that  the  pro- 
posed restriction  is  a  violation  of  the  Con^tutiofi  : 
I  trust  I  have  proven  it ;  if  I  have,  or  if  there  he 
even  s^ious  doubt,  1  conjure  the  Committee  n 
pause,  before  they  take  thte  step  proposed ;  sir.  it 
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VBs  loDg  a  deeideratum  ia  politics,  to  devise  a  Gov- 
rDment  like  ours,  which  should,  by^  the  union  of 
aany  sovereign  States,  each  retaining  its  sover- 
ignt  for  municipal  purposes,  combine  the  strength 
1  a  monarchy  with  the  ireedom  of  a  republic. 
Vith  us,  it  is  ^'  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  expe- 
iment."  Let  us  not  take  any  course  calculated  to 
rrest  its  success ;  such  1  fear  will  be  the  unhappy 
endencv  of  the  present  measure.  Let  it  not  be 
apposed  that  I  come  here  the  apostle  of  disunion ; 
10,  sir,  I  look  upon  the  Union  of  these  States  as 
be  ark  of  our  political  safety ;  if  that  be  lost,  we 
7e  may  bid  farewell,  a  long  farewell,  to  all  our 
•leasing  hopes  and  fond  anticipations  of  future 
reatness  ^nd  slory.  They  will  be  as  the  illusions 
f  a  deceitful  dream.  But,  whilst  I  deptecsitB  dis- 
nion  as  the  most  tremendous  evil,  I  cannot  shut 
ly  eyes  against  the  light  of  experience ;  I  cannot 
irn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  warning  voice  of  history ; 
rom  these  we  learn  that  harmony  is  the  spirit 
rhich  can  alone  animate  and  sustain  a  confed- 
rate  republic.  Whilst  this  sfurit  exists,  it  is  dis- 
layed  m  acts  of  l^islation  reciprocally  beneficent 
3  every  member  of  the  confedejracy,  and  these  be- 
ome  new  ligaments  to  bind  them  together  in  the 
onds  of  brcHnerhood ;  this  spirit  is  not  ail  at  oace 
xtinguished,  nor  a^e  the  bonds  of  union  suddenly 
urst  asunder ;  but  when,  instead  of  this  beneficent 
pirit  of  l^tslation  which  I  have  described,  a  dif- 
ereot  course  prevails,  this  spirit  of  harmony  gives 
Tay  successively  to  jealousy,  distrust,  and,  finally, 
iscord ;  let  but  this  last  spring  up  amongst  us, 
ou  may  consider  the  days  of  tb^  Republic  as  num- 
ered.  and  that  it  is  fast  hastening  to  its  dissolution. 

Wnen  that  sad  catastrophe  uiall  befall  us,  this 
loble  Confederacy,  which,  in  its  undivided  state, 
ouid  stand  against  a  world  in  arms,  wjli  be  broken, 
r  not  into  its  constituent  parts^  into  some  minor 
onfederacies,  the  victims  of  foreign  intrigue  and 
f  their  own  border  hatred.  Wherej  then,  will  be 
our  commeroe  which  covers  every  sea  ?  Whejre 
our  army  and  navy,  the  means  of  your  defence, 
he  instruments  of  your  glory  1  They  will  be  re- 
aemberedonly  to  make  the  contrast  with  your  then 
ituation  more  painful.  What  will  become,  then, 
f  this  boundless  tract  of  western  land,  the  subject 
if  the  present  contest,  which  has  poured,  and 
vould  continue  to  pour^  such  rich  streams  of 
vealth  into  your  Treasury?  It  may  become,  the 
heatre  on  which  the  title  to  itself  may  be/  de* 
ided,  not  by  Congressional  debate,  not  by  cons- 
truction of  treaties  or  constitutions,  but  by  that 
brce  which  always  begins  where  constitutions  end. 

conjure  you  then,  beware^  lest,  bv  this  measure, 
^ou  excite  the  discontent  of  one  half  of  the  Union, 
)y  legislating  injuriously  to  them,  upon  a  subject 
Q  which  they  have  so  deep  a  stake  ot  interest,  and 
ou  have  none  in  point  of  property ;  take  care  that 
[ou  do  not  awaken  the  painful  reflection,  that  the 
cderal  arm  is  strong  only  to  destroy.  1  hope  and 
rust  that  the  wisdom  of  our  councils  may  be  such 
s  to  avert  these  evils;  but  he  knows  little  of  the 
Luman  character,  who  does  not  fear  that  conse- 
uences  like  these  may  follow,  if  the  hand  from 
irhich  the  greatest  good  is  looked  for,  be  the  one 
rhich  deals  out  the  deepest  injury. 


God  grant  that,  in  deciding  this  question,  we 
may  bear  in  mind  this  exelloit  motto,  "  United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fell." 


Friuay,  February  11. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  certain  alterations,  which 
are  therein  descHM,  may  be  made  in  the  judicial 
system  of  said  District ;  which  petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Josiah  H.  McComas  and  wife,  accompanied  with 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Willis ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew  and  others. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate',  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  26th  of  April,  1818, 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1799,"  reported  the  same,  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,' committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  id  formed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  island;"  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

.  The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  remit  the  duties  on 
the  statue  of  General  Washington,  executed  in 
Europe,  by  the  Marquis  de  Canova.  for  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  tnird  time  and 
passed. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  afiaia  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Gboss,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  i  shall  offer  no  other  apology  for 
occupying  a  portiqn  of  the  time  of  the  Committee 
than  tnat  which  has  been  echoed  and  re-echoed 
from  e7ery  quarter  of  the  Houjje :  I  m^n,  sir,  the 
unexampled  importance  of  the  subject.  It  is  inok- 
portant  m  itselt  A  proposition  to  limit  the  exten- 
sion orslavery,and  set  bounds  to  a  practice  which 
all  agree  to  be  the  curse,  if  not  the  disgrace^  of  the 
United  States,  is  sureiy  entitled  to  the  senous  at- 
tention of  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and 
seems  to  demand  of  every  member  a  full  and  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  his  .sentiments.  But,  sir,  it 
becomes  more  important,  it  assumes  a  still  more 
serious  aspect,  when  we  consider  the  excitement 
which  prevails  within  and  without  the  wall«  of 
this  House;  the  intimations  (perhaps  I  may  call 
them  menaces)  which,  have  escaped  gentlemen  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  awful  conse- 
quences which  it  is  predicted  will  flow  from  the 
adoptiqn  of  the  proposed  amendment 
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It  is  a  mortifjring  consideration,  sir,  aJPter  emerg- 
ing from  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe ;  a  war  which  threatened  not  only 
the  prostration  of  our  national  rights,  but  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Union,  to  find  ourselves  so  soon 
again  menaced  with  internal  commotions,  of  a 
character  not  less  hostile  than  the  former  to  our 
union  and  tranquillity.  We  have  a  surfeit  of  local 
iealousies.  For  more  than  twenty  years  they  have 
Deen  fomented  by  interested  men,  among  whom 
those  of  the  East  have  held  a  conspicuous  station. 
These  jealousies  were  treated  at  first  as  the  neces- 
sary result  of  our  free  institutions,  and  as  of  little 
consequence  -,  but  they  continued  to  increase  until 
the  late  war,  when  they  seemed  to  jeopardize  our 
national  existence.  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  preju- 
dices and  jealousies  of  a  similar  nature  are  about 
to  revisit  our  country,  and  sow  dissension  among 
us.  The  troubles  of  1814  arose  from  temporary 
causes.  Peace  reduced  every  thing  to  tranquillity. 
The  origin  of  the  present  discontents,  sir,  I  appre- 
hend, is  not  of  so  transient  a  character.  It  is  to 
be  found  in  habits,  customs,  and  modes  of  thinking, 
peculiar  to  the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  It 
IS  therefore  more  uniform  in  its  tendency  and 
operation — more  permanent  in  its  effect 

-  The  fate  of  those  who  have  heretofore  stood 
forth  as  the  advocates  and  promoters  of  disunion, 
should  warn  us  to  avoid  their  course.  The  Hart- 
ford Convention,  sir,  will  be  remembered  so  long 
as  the  history  of  this  country  is  extant.  I  rejoice, 
sir,  that  this  is  likely  to  be  the  case.  1  trust  that 
the  very  mention  of  its  name  will,  by  a  uniform 
association  of  ideas,  excite  in  the  mind  of  every 
American,  to  the  latest  generation,  the  remem- 
brance of  treachery  and  treason.  The  prospect, 
sir,  is  favorable ;  for,  I  believe  there  are  tew  mdi- 
viduals  in  the  United  States,  and,  as  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  but  one  member  of  that  body, 
who  has  yet  dared  to  step  forth  in  iU  defence,  and 
attempt  to  shield  it  from  the  detestation  of  an  in- 
sulted community.  These,  sir,  are  general  remarks, 
and  bv  no  means  designed  as  an  insinuation  unfa- 
voraole  to  the  views  of  any  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen who  oppose  the  amendment. 

Permit  me  here,  sir,  to  notice  an  insinuation, 
extraordinary  in  itself,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the 
sonrce  Whence  it  has  proceeded.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massacnusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  has 
said,  that  he  perceives  in  the  proposed  amendment 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York 
to  give  a  President  to  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Holmes  explained.  He  said  that  he  had 
observed  that  eertam  great  men  of  the  North  had 
made  use  of  the  Missouri  bill  as  a  ponp^  and  had 
directed  its  head  towards  Washington.  He  said 
he  had  not  designated  New  York ;  but  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  could  do  so  if  he  chose.] 

Nlr.  Chairman,  I  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman as  applying  his  observations  to  the  State 
of  New  York ;  out  he  has  disavowed  such  a  mean- 
ing, ^nd  I  certainly  do  not  feel  ^justified  in  apply- 
ing them  in  that  manner  myself—- but  I  will  just 
observe  to  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  He- 
publicans  of  the  North  knew  their  duty,  and  per- 
formed it,  even  while  they  had  the  honor  of  meet- 


ing him  in  the  ranks  of  their  opponents,  and  tbat 
they  have  not  yet  forgotten  how  to  treat  the  uih 
founded  aspersions  of  those  who  choose  to  call  id 
question  the  purity  of  their  motives.  No,  sir,  it  is 
not  from  views  hostile  to  the  Southern  States  thil 
I  am  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment.  I  fear 
not  to  declare,  sir,  that,  if  I  entertain  any  partitl- 
itv  for  any  particular  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  for  those  of  the  Sooth  and 
West.  Their  liberality,  their  enlightened  pob'cj, 
their  patriotism,  bravery,  and  generous  sacriSfe 
in  defence  of  their  country,  appear  to  great  zd- 
vantage,  when  contrasted  with  the  egotism,  self- 
ishness, and  illiberal  prejudices,  ^which  have  char- 
acterized at  least  a  portion  of  their  brethren  of 
the  North  and  EsiSi. 

But,  sir,  were  I  of  a  diCTerent  dispositici&,  and 
did  I  desire  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  Soothcni 
States  in  the  scale  of  the  Union«  the  amendmsnt 
under  consideration  should  receive  mj  n^atiTf. 
I  would  compare  the  present  relative  populaL^oa 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States  with  what 
it  was  twenty  years  ago,  and  find  in  the  revolt  a 
comjdete  cure  for  the  most  bigoted  and  inveterate 
jealousy.  I  would  look  at  the  Southern  States, 
and  examine  their  extensive  tracts  of  barren  aod 
uncultivated  land^  once  the  most  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive, and  see  m  (hem  the  future  condition  d 
that  whole  section  of  our  country.  I  should  ec^ 
template  the  rapid  increase  of  their  black  popeia- 
tion  with  the  most  malicious  pleasure;  for  I  shoold 
find  in  it  an  earnest  of  the  future  extinctioo  of  (he 
whole  European  race. 

To  the  honor  of  this  House  ^ere  seems  to  be 
but  one  opinion  respecting  the  enortnous  injostict 
of  enslavmff  our  fellow  men,  be  their  color  what 
it  may.  The  precepts  of  religion,  and  the  prioci- 
pies  of  the  Constitution,  are  ooth  violated  by  ^^ 
practice.  Experience,  however,  has  shown  that 
evils  of  this  description  are  easily  surmoe&ted  by 
the  ingenuity  of  mankind.  The  love  of  gain  can 
silence  the  voice  of  ^reason,  and  gold  has,  in  all 
ages,  been  found  an  admirable  remedy  for  a  ten- 
der conscience.  Why  is  it,  sir,  that  gentlecnes. 
after  denouncing  slavery  as  an  evil,  proceed  im- 
mediately to  treat  us  with  palliatives  and  exccsea 
for  the  practice?  An  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RxNOOLPn)  has  declared  that  it  a 
an  awful  and  tremendous  judgment,  and  that  all 
the  misfortunes  which  have  ever  befallen  his  coun- 
try, are  exceeded  by  slavery.  In  the  next  breath, 
sir,  we  are  told  of  the  dangers  of  emancipation; 
of  the  happy  condition  oi  the  slaves;  of  their 
afiectionate  attachment  to  their  masters,  and  of  the 
cruelty  of  the  restriction.  Nay,  sir,  we  aie  giaveW 
reminded  that  free  persons  may  lose  their  hberti^ 
bv  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and  that  the  soldier  is 
oUiged  to  expose  his  life  at  the  command  of  his 
superior.  To  these  suggestions  I  will  only  reply 
that  they  have  been  the  ar^ments  of  artxtocrab 
and  tyrants  in  all  ages  of  the  world;  that  ther 
are  now  used  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  all  the 
usurpations  which  have  ever  been  committed  &: 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind,  and  that  bf 
them  the  Algerines  defend  all  their  enormitiesL 

But,  an  assertion  has  been  made,  which^  if  foiBid- 
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ed  in  fact,  ought  to  |Kit  lo  silenee  the  advocates  of  { 
the  ameDdment.    It  is  said,  sir,  that  it  is  better  that  j 
our  slaves  be  widely  dispersed  among  many  mas> 
ters,  than  that  they  should  be  condensed  within  ' 
circumscribed  bounds.    This  position^  sir,  is  not  j 
destitute  of  reason,  much  less  of  plausibility.    On 
this  subject  I  confess  my  limited  information ;  but 
the  facts,  sir,  in  my  possession^  and  the  observa- 
tioDb  which  I  hare  xnte^  able  to  make,  have  led  to 
a  conclusion  in  my  mind  very  different  from  the 
above. 

It  is  notorious,  that  no  effectual  bounds  have  yet 
been  set  to  this  erowinff  evil.  Slavery  has  indeed 
been  banished  from  New  England,  from  most  of 
the  States  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  from  all  the 
States  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  chmate  of  these 
States,  howerer,  is  unpropitionx  to  the  practice, 
md  the  nrobability  is,,  that  it  would  never  hare 
extensively  obtainra  had  no  laws  been  enacted  on 
;lie  subject.  Slavery  has,  however,  been  tolerated 
n  ail  the  Statts  and  Territories  south  of  those 
-ivers,  and  no  laws  have  yet  been  passed  to  pre- 
rent  its  introduction  into  the  vast  region  west  of 
he  Mississippi.  What  is  the  result?  The  West 
las  been  supplied  with  slaves  from  Maryland,  and  | 
be  other  slaveholdinff  Slates.-  Has  their  namber 
lecreased  in  those  |»8ces  from  whence  supplies 
lave  been  drawn?  The  alarming  fact,  sir,  is 
ipon  paper.  In  the  course  of  twenty  years^  com- 
nencmg  in  1790^  they  have  increased,  even  in  the 
\tlantic  Slates,  in  a  ratio  greater  than  the  whites. 
This  circuinstance  ought,  surely,  to  arouse  the 
Southern  people  to  a  sense  of  tneir  danger,  and 
lisarm  their  enemies,  if  any  they  have,  of  all  tfaieir 
aalice. 

The  inhabitants. of  Missouri,  sir^  will  no  doubt 
ind  a  present  benefit  from  the  mtroduction  of 
laves  into  their  Territory ;  but  let  them  cast  their 
yes  to  the  future.  *  The  experience  of  ages  is  be* 
3re  them.  They  have  but  to  look  and  be  con- 
inced  of  the  inevitable  result  *  The  time  will 
ome,  sir,  if  slavery  be  not  circumscribed,  when 
le  citizens  6f  the  Western  territory  shall,  with 
lose  of  Virginia,  corse  the  a(VBrice  and  selfishness 
f  those  who  fixed  the  evil  upon  them ;  when  they 
lall  look  in  vain  for  new  States  wherein  to  dis- 
ose  of  their  surplos  shives,  and  when  nothing  but 
lood  and  violence  shall  avail  to  save  themselves 
■cm  desCmction. 

Is  it  wisdom^  sir,  to  postpone  the  evil  day,  and 
rovide  for  present  ease  at  the  expense  of  future 
kisery  ?  Let  gendemen  give  their  votes  on  this 
scasion  from  motives  such  as  these :  and  then,  if 
ley  have  courage,  let  them  go  and  look  upon  the 
.cture  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Let 
lem  see  if  they  can  hide  their  blushes  while  they 
>nteoiplate  the  figures  of  those  immortal  patriots 
ho,  in  the  presence  of  their  fellow-citixens,  and 

the  face  of  Heaven,  pledged  their  lives,  their 
rtunes,  and  sacred  honors,  for  the  future  happi- 
!ss,  yes,  sir,  for  the  future  happiness  and  glory  of 
eir  country. 

By  permitting  the  ^tension  of  slavery  into  Mis- 
art,  we  open  a  new  market  for  slaves^  and  ef- 
•tually  prevent  their  gradual  manumission  by 
sir  masters,  by  increasing  their  price.    It  has 


been  contended,  sir,  thai  it  is  the  price  of  produce 
which  regulates  the  price  of  slaves.  No  one  will 
deny  that  this  will  have  its  efiect.  But,  will  any 
gentleman  afi&rm  that  no  other  causes  would  pro- 
duce the  same  result  ?  Is  it  not  universally  the 
case  that  the  abundance  of  an  article  lessens  its 
value  ?  The  restriction  will  render  slaves  of  no 
value  in  Missouri,  because  they  will  there  be  made 
free.  Their  value  will  decline  in  Virginia  for  the 
want  of  a  market.  Thus,  sir,  will  the  master  be 
induced  to  manumit  his  slave,  and  thus  will  a  new 
country  be  opened  for  his  reception,  consistent  with 
the  safety  and  interest  of  the  nation. 

It  is  useless  to  say  to  this  House  that  we  have 
enacted  laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  that,  therefore,  no  more  slaves  will  be  intro- 
duced from  abroad.  The  very  fact,  sir,  that  we 
employ  a  number  .of  national  vessels,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, to  intercept  the  ships  of  those  who  drive  the 
infamous '  traffic,  proves,  most  conclusively,  that 
there  is  a  chance  of  gain  in  the  pursuit  which  in- 
duces men  to  disregard  the  voice  of  conscience, 
and  brave  the  perils  which  oppose  their  pogress. 
So  long  as  -new  States  continue  to  furnisn  a  mar- 
ket for  slaves,  the  efforts  of  Government  will  serve 
only  to  increase  the  horrors  of  the  trade.  The  laws 
will  be  violated,  our  precautions  will  be  evaded, 
unless  it  appears  that  tne  dave-dealer  is  more  con* 
seientious,  more  virtuous,  and-  more  honest,  than 
those  who  deal  in  unforbidden  articles  of  oom^ 
meree. 

The  most  bungling  legislator,  sir.  can  forbid  the 
commission  of  a  crime^  and  affix  tne  penalty.  It 
is  the  business  of  the  wise  and  the  skilful  lawgiver 
to  penetrate  the  motives  which  operate  on  the 
minds  of  men,  and  impel  them  to  action.  Severe 
and  bloody  penalties  are  not  even  the  principal 
means  by  wnich  he  prevents  vice  and  promotes 
the  cause  of  virtue.  He  removes  temptation  from 
before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  encourages  every 
laudable  exertion  by  tne  hope  of  reward.  Are  we, 
sir,  practising  on  tnese  principles,  when  we  pass 
laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade,  and  at 
the  same  time  raise  the  price  of  the  commodity  by 
furnishing  a  market  for  its  disposal  ?  Does  not 
policy  such  a»  this  expose  us  to  censure^  and  even 
to  ridicule  ?  Yes,  sir,  the  whole  enlightened  world 
would  pronounce  us  either  foolish  or  hypocritical 
if  we  pursue  this  course,  and  an  impartial  poster- 
ity will  confirm  their  decbion.       ^ 

The  enemies  of  restriction,  sir,  insist  that  they 
are  not  guilty  of  the  sin  of  introducing  slavery  into 
the  United  States.  They  maintain  that  Indepen- 
dence found  the  practice  established  in  the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  parent  nation  is  alone  chargeable 
with  having  enlaued  upon  them  this  acknowledged 
evil.  I  readily  admit,  sir,  every  word  of  this  de<* 
fence.  They  can  wash  their  hands  of  this  sin:  they 
are,  as  yet,  free  from  guilt.  Let  them  beware  how 
(hey  make  themselves  .partakers  in  the  iniquity,  by 
contributing  tbeir  influence  to  perpetuate  the  prac- 
tice. It  was  England  who  planted  this  poisonous 
weed  upon  our  soil.  For  what  was  it  done  ?  For 
the  same  reason^  sir,  for  which  gentlemen  propose 
m  introduce  it  into  Missouri.  It  was  from  mo- 
tives of  private  iaterest  and  present  convenience 
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that  it  waB  done.  Well  migkt  the  honoreUe  gen* 
tlemao  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Habdim)  obe^e, 
that  thB  time  had  been  when  it  was  oar  interaBt  to 
legi^ate  for  principle;  but  that  now  it  seemed  to 
be  our  principle  to  legislate  for  interest.  There  is 
more  truth  m  the  olKenration,  sir,  and  it  is  illus- 
trated bv  more  circumstances,  than  I  believe  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  at  present  willing  to  admit 

Do  the  peo|de  of  Missouri  desire  the  admission 
of  slavery  into  their  territorv  ?  So  did  the  first 
planters  of  Virginia.  They  aerived  a  present  pro- 
fit from  the  employment  of  slaves,  ana  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  future.  Do  the  descendants  of  the  earlv 
settlers  acknowledge  the  short-siffhtedness  of  sucn 
miserable  policy  1  So  will  the  descendants  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  should  the  amend- 
ment be  rejected,  to  the  latest  g»ieiation.  Do 
you  exclaim  a^inst .  En j^and  for  permitting  the 
wtroduction  ot  slavery  mto  Virginia?  So  will 
posterity  exclaim  against  this  very  Congress,  if  we 
permit  the  extension  of  this  abominafie  custom. 
The  waters  of  die  Mississippi^  sir,  possess  no  more 
virtue  than  those  of  the  Atlantic.  Whether  you 
transport  slaves  across  the  ocean,  or  transport  them 
over  a  river,  the  haoHeful  consequences  are  the  same. 

Let  me  tneiif  sir,  entreat  gentlemen  to  reflect  on 
the  situation  in  which  they  phice  themselves  by 
advocating  the  extension  of  sJavery.  Will  they 
aeknondeo^  the  evils  which  it  has  brou^t  upon 
Uiemselves,  and-^t  the  same  time  maintam  that  it 
will  prove  a  blessing  to  their  brethren?  Snob 
principles  and  such  firactioes,  sir,  are  irreconcUa- 
oie  in  the  nature  of  things.  I  am  happy  to  believe 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  most  brilliant 
talents,  nor  of  the  most  commanding  oratory,  to 
make  them  harmonisej  and  that  no  efibrt  oi  the 
human  mind  can  disguise  their  incongruity. 

Do  gentlemen  insmuate  that  the  advocates  of 
restriction  are  actuated  by  sinister  motives,  and  by 
an  unreasonable  apprehension  of  the  consequences 
of  shivery  ?  I  want  no  better  reasons  for  my  vote 
than  those  furnished  by  the  honorable  gentlemen 
from  the  South.     What  i^  there  in  the  whole 

Cyaieal  world  which  ought  to  alarm  us,  if  wecan 
calm  when  an  enotmous  evil — a  tremendous 
judgment,  whioh,  like  Fame,  increases  as  it  goes-^ 
18  found  to  have  nearly  blasted  the  fairest  portion 
of  our  country,  and  f6r  which  there  is  no  remedy, 
but  in  the  enlaigement  of  its  bounds  ?  Can  gen- 
tlemen blame  any  one  for  expressing  alarm  at  a 
prospect  like  this?  Is  it  for  proposmg  to  arrest 
ttie  progress  of  such  a  hydra,  that  we  are  to  be 
chaned  with  sinister  and  unworthy  motives  ?  Are 
we  for  this,  sir.  to  be  branded  as  the  disturbets  of 
the  harmony  or  the  Union  ? 

I  am  at  a  loss,  sir,  to  aceount  for  the  extraordir 
nary  excitement  which  the  proposed  amendment 
has  produced,  unless  I  take  it  for  granted  that  gen- 
tlemen have  adopted  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Burke,  who,  amidst  all  the  evils  of  slavery, 
comforts  us  by  the  discovery,  that  it  shows  the 
master  his  enviable  condition  of  freedom.  But, 
not  contented  with  this^  and  in  order  to  raise  our 
happiness  to  perfect  ecstacy,  he  assures  us  that  in 
this  particular  we  resemble  the  ancient  Qoths  (I 
wonder  he  did  not  say  Vandals)  and  modem  Poles. 


I  trust,  sir.  that  a  king  time  wili  ela|ne  More  the 
spirit  of  liberty  in  this  country  will  aced  soeh  helpi 
as  these,  and  tnai  we  may  never  be  indoeed  to  fol- 
low the  advice  of  a  man  who  was  crcr  cold  aad 
phleg[matic  in  the  canse  of  fkeedom,  and  doqncni 
only  m  the  canse  of  ariatacraey  nad  oppresMOP.  1 
hope,  sir,  that  oar  free  institntioiis  will  oontiaoe  to 
rest  on  the  broad  fboadalioB  of  public  sentiment, 
rendtfed  solid  and  everiasting  Wy  tiie  diffisson  of 
science  and  the  prevalence  oi  virtue ;  aad  thau  tt) 
the  end  of  time,  it  may  be  a  slander  upon  our 
character  to  compare  ua  with  the  faarhanans  cf 
ancient  or  modem  Europe. 

But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  tbe  CoBsticnticm  for- 
bids us  to  interfere  on  this  occasion.  Ifthisfetae 
case,  1  acknowledge  that  it  is  our  duty  to  waqju- 
esoe,  whatever  may  be  oar  seatimeDta  of  <k  ei- 
pediency  or  necessity  of  the  meaanre.  I  trasL  sir, 
that  Congress  will  ever  be  ready  to  iiow  witkicf- 
ecenoe  to  the  provisions  of  that  sacred  instrament, 
and  to  listen,  with  candor  and  atteation,  to  tke 
voic&  from  what  quarter  soever  it  may  come, 
whicn  warns  us  that  we  are  ahout  to  violaie  it  is 
the  most  minute  degree.  Let  us,  then,  sir,  a- 
amine  the  Constitution,  in  the  spint  of  nathodfln, 
and  see  if  its  wise  framers  so  tu  fiorgot  UicaBsclTcs 
as  to- deprive  us  of  this  important  power. 
.  Two  questions  seaa  naturally  to  pscjeat  them- 
selves for  our  cooslderatioa:  1.  Caa  Coagress  dfr* 
mand  of  the  people  of  Missouri  tbe  performaaeeof 
the  proposed  ooaditien,  previous  to  tMr  adBussue 
into  the  Union?  And,  ^  Can  the  pec^  of  Mis- 
souri agree  to  the  demand?  In.  o&cr  wards  sir, 
can  Congress  and  the  paepfe  of  the  IWihory 
which  it  is  proposed  to  form  into  a  State,  by  t 
compact  whieh  wiM  he  binding,  e»djude  the  pac- 
tice  of  slavery  irom  such  Territory  both  before  sad 
after  its  admission?  If  this  cannot  be  done,  ar, 
I  for  one  shall  lament  the  neoessity  wbieh  eompeb 
me  to  acquiesce. 

The  Conatitution  deckies  that  ^aew  Stales 
may  be  admitled  by  the-Congreas  into  this  Unioa.^ 
All  agree,  sir,  that,  hy  virtue  of  this  daase,  Coa- 
gress  may  exercise  their  discretion,  aad  admit  or 
refQse.to  admit,  a  new  State.  But  an  iraaarBye 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mc  BaBaoua)  iassts 
that,  although  Congress  oan  refaae  tbeir  assent  to 
the  admission  of  Missanri,  they  have  no  right  so 
to  do,  unless  the  interests  of  the  Union  require  it. 
No  one  will  deny  the  truth  of  this  proposition ; 
but  I  should  almost, be  willing  to  abide  bv  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  gendianan  himae!/  had 
he  no  Constitutional  samples  as  to  the  expediency 
of  admitting  Missouri  uaeoaditioBaily.  Bai^  Mk 
extraordinary  posttion  is  taicen  by  the  opposers  of 
restriction.  It  is  maintained  by  tbon  that,  al- 
though we  mav  consent  or  rcfose,  we  can  anacs 
no  condition.  Will  geatleiaeneoaatrue  other  Con- 
stitutioiuil  powers  oy  the  same  role?  The  Con- 
stitution empowers  Congress  to  borrow  money. 
Will  gentlemen  deny  that  we  can  proTide  for  its 
repayment  ?  We  can  declare  war ;  but  can  we 
not  do  it  conditionally?  Yet  the  Constitutioii 
simply  authorizes  us  to  declare  war,  without  die 
mention  of  any  condition.  We  can  raise  amies 
by  virtue  of  express  power.    Have  we  not  the  an- 
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thority,  by  impiication,  to  dinband  them  ?  Bat  it 
is  QDnecessary  to  enumerate  instances  wherein  the 
strict  construction  contended  for  would  be  mani- 
festly absurd.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Barbour)  himself  admitted  that  erery  giver  could 
annex  his  condition  to  the  grant. 

[Mr.  Barbour  explained.  He  said  his  proposi- 
tion was,  that  Congress,  in  this  instance,  could  an- 
nex no  conitition  but  what  was  authorized  by 
some  clause  of  the  Constitution.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  business  to  show  that 
a  fair  and  logical  construction  of  the  clause  will 
authorize  the  proposed  condition.  If  this  be  done, 
sir,  it  will  remain  for  those  who  espouse  the  other 
side  of  the  question  to  show  that  our  power  is 
taken  away  by  some  other  clause  of  the  instru- 
ment. I  shall  not  argue  this  point  at  length,  sir ; 
for  to  me  it  is  self-evident  that  a  power  to  do  or 
not  to  do  implies  an  authority  to  do  or  not  to  do 
upon  such  conditions  as  the  puUk  good  may  re- 
quire. The  Constitution,  sir,  was  not  designed 
to  puzzle  the  ignorant,  nor  confound  the  wise.  It 
is  to  be  coastrtued  by  the  rules  of  common  sense, 
and  is  liaUe  to  the  same  interpretation  of  any  other 
instrument  containing  delegated  powers.  Would 
your  agent,  whom  you  had  authorized  to  purchase 
or  not  to  purchase  a  commodity,  exceed  his  pow- 
ers by  receiving  it  upon  condition  ?  No,  sir ;  every 
court  in  the  nation  woiUd  be  unanimous  upon  sucn 
a  question. 

Are  there  any  provisions  in  the  Constitution 
w^hieh  interfere  with  this  construction  ?    The  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  has  produced 
two,  which,  he  contends,  clearly  deprive  us  of  the 
power  of  imposing  the  restriction  contained  in  the 
amendment.    The  tenth  article  of  amendments 
declares,  that  *^the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
'  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
'  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
*'  spectively,  or  to  the  people."    The  honorable 
gentleman  maintains  that  the  States  have  not 
delegated  to  Congress  the  power  of  abolishing  sla- 
very^,  and  that  the  several  States  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject.    I  agree,  sir,  that  we 
cannot  abolish  the  practice  in  States  already  ad- 
mitted ;  but  we  may  refuse  our  assent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State,  unless  involuntary  servi- 
tude be  forever  renounced.    Is  it  contended  that 
i^e  cannot  insist  upon  the  condition,  because  it  is 
not  among  the  number  of  our  delegated  powers, 
and  therefore  reserved  to  the  States'?    Tnis,  sir, 
is  assuming  the  fact  in  dispute.    The  answer,  sir, 
is,  that  the  power  is  given  to  us  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not  reserved  to  the 
States. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  sir,  pro- 
vides that  **  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titled to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
ia  the  several  States."  Does  this  clause  tie  up 
our  hands,  and  prevent  our  interfering  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  1  Does  it  secure  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
soon,  after  their  admission  as  a  State,  the  right, 
as  it  is  called,  of  holding  slaves?  Will  it  release 
them,  sir,  from  the  compact,  which  they  may  be 
induced  to  make  previous  to  their  reception  as  a 
oatember  of  the  Union  ?  Will  any  gentleman  con- 
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tend,  sir,  that  Congress  has  here  an  authority  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regulations  of  indiviaual 
States,  and  to  compel  Massachusetts  to  alter  her 
laws  against  slavery,  because  Virginia  tolerates 
the  practice  ? 

I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  no  honorable  gentle* 
man  will  feel  himself  inclined  to  avow  that  such 
are  his  views  of  the  clause  in  question.  Were 
this  the  meaning  of  the  section,  sir.  we  might  justly 
be  alarmed.  State  rights  in  sUcn  case  would  in- 
deed be  in  danger ;  for,  while  we  were  engaged  in 
rendering  uniform  the  several  State  constitutions, 
we  might  aim  an  effectual  blow  at  their  independ- 
ence, and  clothe  ourselves  with  the  most  ample 
authority. 

*  I  entirely  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  in  his  construction 
of  this  part  of  the  Constitution.  He,  sii^  has  said 
that  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is,  by  this 
clause,  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  State 
wherein  he  resides.  He  illustrates  his  idea  by  sup- 
posing that  a  citizen  of  Virginia  comes  to  reside 
in  Massachusetts,  and  that  a  citizen  of  Massachu- 
setts comes  to  reside  in  Virginia.  In  the  latter 
ca^  the  citizen  acquires  a  riffht,  and  in  the  former 
a  riffht  is  lost  But  what  efiect  wiU  the  abolition 
of  davery  in  Missouri  have  upon  the  citizen  of 
that  State  ?  Will  he  not  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileffes  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States  ?  Is  not  slavery  abolished  in  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  States,  and  in  those  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois  1  Are  not  their  citizens,  never- 
theless, entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  ? 

Gentlemen  acknowle^  that  if  die  people  of 
Missouri  would  voluntarily  renounce  the  right  of 
slavery,  they  would  rejoice  at  the  event.  Why 
are  they  so  opposed  to  our  asking  them  the  ques- 
tion ?  Perhaps  the  Missourians  will  consent,  and 
ratify  the  compact?  If  they  do,  sir,  all  our  diffi- 
culties are  at  an  end.  If  theyrefuse,  the  path  of 
our  duty  is  plain  befqre  us.  Will  it  be  said  that, 
we  are  taking  an  unworthy  advantage  of  our  breth* 
ren  1  Can  it  be  alleged  that  we  are  refusing  them 
a  right  to  which  they  are  equitably  entitled,  in 
order  to  compel  them  to  relinquish  the  great  pre- 
rogative of  governing  themselves?  It  is  said,  sir, 
that  all  compacts  must  be  voluntary.  Whether 
this  be  trae,  or  not  true,  is  little  to  the  purpose. 
By  the  Constitution,  we  nave  the  unqualified  right 
ot  placing  the  good  and  the  evil  before  them,  and 
allowing  them  to  make  their  election.  Is  this  com- 
pulsion, sir  ?  Does  the  man  who  is  at  perfect  lib- 
erty to  sign  or  not  to  siffn  a  contract,  complain  of 
duress  and  compulsion,  oecause  the  terms  are  not 
so  good  as  he  demands  ? 

The  doctrine  contended  for  by  the  advocates  of 
restriction,  sir,  has  been  called  new.  Alarm  is  at- 
tempted to  be  excited  at  what  are  called  encroach- 
ments on  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  precedent  is 
concerned,  sir,  there  is  no  doctrine  more  new  than 
that  of  those  who  oppose  the  amendment.  In 
1780,  Congress  provided  that  such  territory  as 
might  be  ceded  to  the  United  States  shoula  be 
formed  into  distinct  republican  States  which  should 
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become  members  of  tbe  ynion,  aod  hare  the  same 
rights  of  soreretgoty,  freedom  and  independence, 
as  the  original  States.  In  porsuance  of  this  pro- 
Tisioa,  the  Northwestern  territory  was  ceded  by 
Connecticut  and  other  States.  In  1787,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance,  for  the  {government  of  the  in- 
nabitants.  It  contains,  sir,  six  articles,  which  hare 
formed  a  compact  between  the  Congress  and  ihe 
people  of  the  territory.  One  of  them  provides  that 
involuntary  servitude  shall  be  abolished,  except 
for  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly  convicted. 
Here,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  ordinance  of  1787 
was  an  usurpation.  The  honorable,  ^ntleman 
from  Virginia  has  quoted  the  Federalist  in  support 
of  this  opinion.  I  agree,  sir,  that  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  contain  no  powers  which  authorized 
the-Old  Congress  to  admit  new  States.  But,  did 
any  one  condemn  the  measures  for  any  other  rea- 
son than  the  want  of  power  7  Surely  not,  sir,  so 
far  from  disapproving  the  policy  itself,  the  Con- 
vention whicn  formed  the  new  Constitution  gave 
the  new  Congress  the  power  to  do  by  right,  what 
the  Old  Congress  did  without  riffht.  Accordingly, 
sir,  when  O^io,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  applied  for 
admission,  we  consented  on  condition  tnat  their 
•constitutions  should  contain  nothing  contrary  to 
the  ordinance  of  1787.  They  concurred,  sir,  and 
were  received  as  States.  Where  was  the  wisdom 
and  foresight  of  old  Virginia  at  this  period  ?  Why 
did  she  not  raise  her  voice  against  these  acts  of 
Congress  ?  We  did,  sir,  admit  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  upon  the  very  teron  which  we  offer  to 
propose  to  Missouri.  Where  was  the  power  found  ? 
Not  in  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  for  it  was  an  usur- 
pation. The  Congress  of  1802  saw  it  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Yes,  sir,  even  the  Southern  representa- 
tives, at  that  period,  concurred  in  the  construction 
for  which  we  contend. 

But,  another  qaeBtioR  remains  to  be  discussed : 
Can  the  people  of  Missouri  renounce  the  practice 
of  slavery?  In  their  remarks  and  arguments  on 
this  subject,  gentlemen  are  continually  confound- 
ing the  rights  of  Territories  with  those  of  States. 
We  are  told  that  we  can  make  no  compact  with 
States,  except  in  oases  particularly  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution.  Can  Missouri,  we  are  asked, 
rtBnooBce  the  rights  secured  to  her  oy  the  Consti- 
tution ?  J^o,  sir,  she  cannot.  I  agree,  sir,  that 
federal  rights  cannot  be  demanded  nor  resigiwd ; 
for  the  Constitution  is  paramount  to  all  contracts 
between  a  territory  and  the  United  States.  Should 
Misaoari,  whil^  a  territory,  give  up  a  federal  right, 
the  constitution  will  restore  it  to  her  on  her  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  But,  sir,  is  slavery  a  federal 
right  1  poesthe  Constitution  secure  to  the  States 
the  exercise  of  this  shameful  practice?  Let  us 
examine  the  history  of  that  glorious  instrument; 
sir,  for  I  confess  my  anxiety  to  rescue  it  from  so 
foul  an  imputation.  I  will  endeavor  to  show,  sir, 
that  the  practice  of  slavery — for  I  will  not  call  it 
A  right—depends  solely  on  the  positive  regulations 
of  the  individual  States. 

The  Constitution,  sir,  may  be  regarded  as  a 
compact  between  the  original  States,  whereby  a 
national  ffovernment  was  estabhshed  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  rights  and!  in  teresu  of  all.    That  the 


Qeneral  GdwraBumt  might  be  enaUed  to  efe^v 
great  an  object,  the  States  bestowed  upcm  it  ctstsk 
prerogatives  of  sovereignty,  of  which  tbey  divesiec 
themselves.  In  the  formation  of  this  compact,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  qxht  of 
conciliation  and  forbearance.  A  practioe  wis 
found  to  prevail,  in  some  of  the  Stales^  of  eaalsT- 
ing  their  fellow-men.  This  custon,  nithoogk  a^ 
horrent  to  the  principles  of  freedom,  and  iniraieti 
to  the  practice  of  republicanism,  was^  in  the  spaii 
of  amity  and  compromise,  left  untoiiched  by  am 
provisions  in  the  Constitution ;  not  becMse  tk 
States  would  have  been  degraded  by  aji  ifiM^4*^ 
bat  because  the  Union  of  the  States  made  sock  a 
course  both  necessary  and  proper. 

Since  the  adoption  of  tne  Conatitntin.  sa^  ao 
far  as  its  federal  powers  extend,  the  Unitod  Soties 
may  be  regarded  as  an  individcttl  nation,  and  as  a 
consolidated  Government.  As  such,  sir,  Ccbcrss 
levies  war^  makes  peace,  and  does  all  things  irakk 
the  Constitution  empowers  it  to  perfoim. 

The  great  question  then  arises,  whether  tbe 
spirit  or  letter  of  the  Constitution  reqaires  tkii 
new  States  should  be  admitted  to  the  pesKsaai 
of  all  the  powers  which  the  original  States  re- 
served to  thonselves  at  the  formation  of  the  Coa- 
stitution.  Unless  it  can  be  shown,  air,  that  ibcK 
is  some  magic,  some  witchcraft,  some  donnaat 
imperceptible,  i^nd  miracalous  power  in  the  Cob- 
stitution,  which  will  release  the  pec^le  of  a  leni* 
tory  from  a  condition  which  does  not  Medtsf 
with  their  federal  rights  as  a  State,  and  whk^ 
they  themselves  have  solemnly  ratified  sad  ac- 
cepted, as  a  condition  of  their  admissioB,  we  mus{ 
decide  the  question  in  the  negative;  far  encha 
principle  is  nowhere  estaUished  by  the  instmsiefi^^ 
either  expressly  or  by  implication. 

Will  the  proposed  amendment  interfere  witi;  xkv 
sovereign  righte  of  the  new  States  ?  Is  the  power 
of  enslaving  the  African  an  essential  atiiibuie  of 
sovereignty  ?  We  have  been  told,  sir,  tluii  tk 
amendment  interferes  with  the  inalienable  rigki 
of  self-government.  Are  eentlemen  piepsied  tc 
say  that  slavery  is  a  part  of  the  rights  of  a  npoV 
lican  State?  For  myself,  sir,  I  will  vcaiare  to 
declare,  that,  so  far  from  being  a  ri^ht,  it  b  a  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  upon  which  is  founded  oyr 
florious  edifice  of  freedom,  and  of  etecaal  josnee. 
t  depends  for  its  establishment  amd  support  m 
power  and  violence,  and  uj^  them  alone. 

To  corroborate  this  position,  sir,  permit  me  &> 
quote  the  opinion  of  a  man  distintpiahed  alike  a> 
a  scholar  aad  a  statesman,  and  whose  sentimests 
will  be  heard  with  respect  by  every  member  of  tkt 
Committee.  I  mean  tne  honorable  Willisin  Pink- 
ney,  now  a  member  of  the  other  branch  of  tk 
L^slature.  In  a  speech  delivered  by  him  in  tk 
Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  1789,  he  declares  that 
"  by  the  principles  of  eternal  justice,  no  master  is 
the  State  can  nold  his  slave  a  single  hour.'*  Tki> 
pinciple  is  as  immutably  true  as  truth  itself.  I 
nave  only  to  r^ret,  sir,  that,  in  the  forty-fotsfi 
year  of  our  independencje,  we  should  so  tar  kari" 
forgotten  .the  principles  upon  which  that  inde|ieft' 
dence  was  proclaimed  and  established,  as  to  revet 
such  ^  quotatiqn,  fox  sach  a  purpose,  at  all 
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tary  or  proper.  The  cry  of  '^  the  State  rights  are 
n  danger,  has  more  than  once  assailed  our  ears. 
3ach  an  apprehension  is  altogether  unfounded. 
This  cry,  sir,  is  probably  designed  to  operate  like 
he  English  watcWord,  ^  the  church  is  in  danjger." 
X  may  serve  to  inflame  the  zeal  of  the  enemies  of 
-estriction,  by  inspiring  them  with  a  vague  horror 
or  some  unknown  evU.  It  wUl,  however,  I  trust, 
iroduce  no  other  effect  than  a  conviction  of  the 
weakness  of  that  cause  which  can  need  such  feeble 
lid. 

Permit  me  noW,  sir^  for  a  moment  to  turn  the 
ittention  of  the  Committee  to  the  treaty  of  cession. 
!)ne  article  of  that  treaty  provides,  ^that  the  in- 
labitants  of  the  ceded  terntorjr  shall  be  incorpo- 
ated  into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
nitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  princi- 
Aes  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment 
if  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  cit- 
cens  of  the  the  United  States."  Let  this  treaty,  sir, 
«  reliffiouslv  fulfilled,  but  let  us  first  see  what  are 
he  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
>f  the  United  States.  To  me,  sir,  nothing  is  more 
ilear  than  that  they  are  such  only  as  are  secured 
o  us  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
tot  those  with  which  any  of  the  individual  States 
:an  interfere.  If  this  be  the  case,  sir,  the  amend- 
nent  is  consistent  with  the  treaty.  Why  did  Con- 
fess, in  the  act  authorizing  Louisiana  to  form  a 
constitution,  require  as  a  condition  of  its  admis- 
ion  that  their  laws  should  be  printed  in  the  Bng- 
ish  language  ?  Are  the  original  States  required 
)y  the  Constitution  to  do  this  ?  Is  not  the  liberty 
)t  determining  for  ourselves  on  this  subject  as  es- 
ieatial  to  sovereignty  as  that  of  abolishing  slavery  ? 
The  Representatives  of  the  South  concurred  in 
his  restriction.  I  have  only  to  observe,  sir,  in 
conclusion,  that  if  a  condition  of  this  Unimportant 
latore  may  be  constitutionally  imposed  upon  a 
territory  as  the  price  of  its  admission,  surely  the 
me  under  consideratioo.  which  is  designed  and 
calculated  to  secure  the  happiness  and  prosperity. 
)ot  only  of  the  Missouri,  but  of  the  whole  United 
States,  most  solenmly  and  imperiously  demands 
>ur  unqualified  support    Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  Andbbsok,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  should 
>ffer  no  apology  to  the  Committee  for  the  observa- 
ions  which  he  should  address  to  them^'thesufo- 
iect,  which  involved  the  extent  of  the  powers  of 
Congress  and  the  riffhti  of  a  people  claiming  to 
)e  a  confeteate  of  tnis  Union,  gave  to  him  the 
implest  justification.  It  is  not  a  question  which 
"eceives  its  importance  from  any  intemperate  zeal 
vvhich  has  been  displayed  here :  the  American  peo- 
[>le  have  declared  their  sense  of  its  conse(](uence, 
^y  manifesting  an  interest  in  the  proceeding  of 
^is  Hoase  which  no  recent  occasion  has  inspired, 
^e  considered  it  a  matter  of  congratulation,  and 
lighlv  honorable  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
•hat  this  interest,  so  deeply  felt  and  universally  dis- 
)layed,  had  not  been  proonced  by  any  heat  or  vio- 
ence  in  this  debate,  but  solely  by  the  nature  and 
nagnitude  of  the  question.  Mr.  A.  said  that  he 
houid  take  especial  care  not  to  violate  the  har- 
nony  and  gooa  order  which  had  so  happily  pre- 
vailed in  the  discussion,  and  that,  whatever  might 


be  the  imperfection  of  the  remarks  which  he  should 
think  proper  to  deliver,  he  would  fearlessly  fire  a 
pledge,  the  only  one  which  he  knew  and  telt  that 
he  could  redeem,  that  ho  would  be  behind  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  respectfulness  of  his  observations. 

He  said  he  coul4,not,  however,  avoid  thinking 
that,  on  some  occasions,  the  feeling  manifested  by 
the  people  had  been  somewhat  inflamed  by  mis- 
apprehending the  true  question.  If  it  had  heea 
known  that  no  question  had  been  agitated  in  Con- 
gress involving  the  liberty  of  one  human  beiag, 
much  of  that  excitement  which  has  been  shown 
in  some  sections  of  the  Union  would  have  been 
repressed.  By  representing  this  question  as  a 
contest  between  lioerty  and  slavery,  the  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  have  been  enlisted  against 
us ;  if  it  had  been  generally  known  that,  so  ht 
from  promoting.  Congress  has,  bj  successive  acts, 
exerted  all  its  powers  for  pronibitin^  the  iinporta- 
tion  of  slaves,  many  of  tne  maledictions  which 
have  been  so  prodi^ly  heaped  on  the  heads  of 
those  who  oppose  this  restriction  would  have  beea 
spared.  These  laws,  to  which  the  severest  penal- 
ties have  been  affixed,  were  passed  with  a  unanim- 
ity which  destroys  all  sectional  daim  to  the  honor 
or  enacting  them.  There  is,  too,  a  peculiarity  at- 
tending these  laws,  which  is  eminently  honoraUe 
to  the  humanity  of  the  American  Congress ;  the 
representation  of  the  ordinary  penal  laws  of  the 
country  has  been  left  to  the  punishments  which  are 
denounced  asainst  the  ofiender;  but  in  this  case, 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  the  whole  navkl  force 
of  the  United  States  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  President  to  enforce  tne  laws  for  pronibiting 
the  slave  trade;  the  usual  sanctions  were  not 
deemed  sufllcient,  and  the  puhlic  force  is  at  tlus 
moment  employed  in  preventing  what  an  unfortu- 
nate misapprehension  of  the  question  has  induoed 
many  to  accuse  us  of  countenancing  and  promot- 
ing. This  was  a  question  of  disj^ersion.  not  of 
importation ;  a  question  diflft9>ent,  not  only  as  to 
policy,  hut  radically  so  as  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress to  «et  on  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  should  contend  that  Con- 
gress possessed  no  power  to  impose  this  restriction 
on  die  people  of  Missouri,  eitner  by  an  original 
prescription  declaring  that  it  should  become  an 
article  in  their  constitution,  or  by  the  more  plau- 
sible mode  of  compact  by  whicn  it  might  seem 
that  the  alternative  was  left  to  the  people,  and  the 
insertion  of  it  would  be  a  voluntary  act  on  their 
part.  He  should  contend  that  each  State  should 
come  into  the  Union  equal  and  unimpaired  in  its 
sovereignty,  except  so  far  as  it  was  impaired  by 
its  obligations  to  the  Federal  Constitution ;  if  it 
had  come  under  obligations  in  any  other  way,  or 
had  been  deprived  of  any  attribute  of  sovereignty 
which  all  the  other  States  possessed,  it  had  then 
lost  the  necessary  equality^  and  also  that  character 
of  a  State,  which  was  indispensable  for  its  admis- 
sion into  this  Union.  Various  clauses  have  been 
relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  this  amendment  to 
support  the  restriction.  No  express  power  is  pre- 
tended, although  it  may  be  truly  said  that  if  any 
case  could  occur  in  wnich  we  might  reasonably 
demand  an  express  authority,  it  would  be  when 
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we  were  withdrawing  from  a  State  a  portion  of 
/  its  soTerekn  power.  He  would  not,  however,  ex- 
act this  of  his  adveTBaries,  but,  in  answer  to  their 
loud  calls  for  a  liberal  construction,  to  enable  them 
to  effect  their  humane  and  beneficent  purpose^  he 
would  say  that  this  was  a  casi^  that  emmently  jus- 
tified a  most  rigid  construction.  The  general 
scheme  of  the  Federal  Constitution  contemplates 
external  objects ;  he  knew  that  tbis  scheme  was 
not  preserved  entire,  but  whenever  it  was  departed 
firom  the  objects  of  legislation  were  specifically 
named ;  and  now,  when  gentlemen  are  for  violat- 
ing this  general  intention  and  making  it  act  on  a 
case  emphatically. internal,  we  had  a  right  to  con- 
fine them  to  ri^id  construction. 

The  clause  giving  to  Congress  power  to  '*  regulate 
commerce  between  the  States,''  to  make  "  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,"  and  the  ninUi  section  of  tbe 
first  article,  declaring  that  "  the  migration  or  im- 
portation or  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
exbtinj;  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

Erohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  tbe  year  1808," 
ave  all  been  cited  and  relied  on  by  different  gen- 
tlemen, as  forming  the  souroe  of  the  disputed 
power.  Each  of  these  clauses  has  been  presented 
m  every  way  which  ingenuity  could  aevise,  to 
maintain  the  power.  He  said  he  would  not  distress 
the  Committee  by  again  entering  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  true  meaning  of  these  parts  of  the 
Constitution ;  this  subject  had  been  so  amply  dis- 
cussed, and  he  considered  every  argument  drawn 
from  these  sources  so  completely  overthrown,  that 
respect  for  his  own  feelings  would  not  permit  him 
affain  to  enter  into  it.  But  they  were  susceptible 
of  an  answer,  which  he  would  now  proceed  to  give ; 
an  answer  concedinj^,  for  the  moment,  the  con- 
struction which  was  improperly  given,  but  denying 
every  inference  which  was  drawn  from  it. 

Ail  these  clauses  eive  to  Congress  a  legislative 
power ;  and  it  must  be  executed  in  the  usual  way, 
by  a  direct  act  of  legislation,  by  an  act  of  Congress. 
'  The  first  section  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that 
"  all  legislative  powers  herein  granted  are  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States."  These  powers 
must  be  executed  directly  by  the  body  in  wliom 
they  are  vested.  They  cannot  be  executed  by  a 
compact,  the  very  essence  of  which  is,  that  one 
party  shall  not  be  released  from  its  obligations  but 
with  the  assent  of  the  other.  A  power  to  regulate 
''trade  between  the  States"  is  to  be  exercised  at 
the  discretion  of  Congress,  and  in  such  a  way  that 
Congress  can  at  any  time  resume  its  powers,  may 
modify  the  law,  or  repeal  it.  Congress  can  in  no 
way  so  dispose  of  a  legislative  power  vested  in  it, 
as  to  lose  that  control  over  the  subject  which  the 
Constitution  intended  to  vest  in  that  body,  and  no 
other.  The  nature  of  a  compact  is  inconsistent 
with  that  continuing  control.  Here,  it  is  proposed 
that  Congress  shall  execute  its  power  to  ''  prevent 
migration,  or  to  make  needful  rules  and  regulations 
concerning  the  territory  of  the  United  States,"  not 
by  direct  legislation,  but  by  a  law  declaring  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  if  they  wUl  execute  those  clauses  of  the 
Constitution. 


The  powers  of  Congress  are  to  be  ezeeuied  Vf 
Congress  only ;  they  are  not  soaceptiUe  of  dekp- 
tion.  The  whole  burden  of  judging  of  the  time 
and  manner  of  executing  them,  is  sabmitted  to  as, 
and  cannot  be  surrendered ;  it  is  a  risht  or  duty 
delegated  to  Conmss  and  is  not  capaue  of  hnha 
transmission.  That  member  of  the  ninth  seetioe 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  has  bMi  executed  in  the  ordiniir 
way;  no  one  doubted  the  power  of  CcvngresB  to  pnt 
the  law  and  no  one  can  doubt  their  power  to  repei; 
it.  But  now  you  urge  us  to  execute  the  odier 
member  of  the  section,  rdating  to  migration,  ia  t 
way  which  renders  it  impossible  to  resmne  tbe 
power.  If  this  restriction  is  passed,  the  resnlt  vill 
then  be,  that  there  are  important  legislative  powcn 
which  depend  for  their  execution,  not  on  tbe  will 
of  Congress,  but  on  the  people  of  Misaonii.  He 
would  say  nothing  of  the  ConstitutitMial  diffieolrf 
of  executing  these  hi^  powers,  in  relcKnce  to  ok 
State  only,  while  with  regard  to  the  rest  of  tk 
Union  they  were  suspend^.  But,  if  the  daoss 
referred  to  really  bore  the  sense  contended  for.u^ 
gave  the  power  to  act  on  the  subject,  why  do  wk 
gentlemen  themsdves  prefer  the  simple  mode  of 
an  act  of  Congress  ?  If  they  hare  the  power  c^ 
preventing  slaves  from  going  from  Vimnia  to 
Missouri,  why  do  they  not  execute  it  in  the  usial 
way  1  This  unnecessary  resort  to  a  eireuitoBs  asi 
doubtful  mode  would  justify  oar  votes  a^aiast  il 
But  in  truth  all  these  clauses  cooibined  give  tbem 
no  power  to  act  at  all  on  the  subject ;  as,  Mtkoiurbt, 
baa  hem  completely  shown  by  the  gentloDeD  who 
had  preceded  him.  •  He  had  forborne  to  examine 
the  operation  of  these  clauses,  because  he  was  as- 
willing  to  follow  so  imi^icitly  the  track  of  others, 
and  he  thought  the  answer  which  he  had  giro 
to  this  part  of  the  argument  of  his  adversaries 
equally  decisive  and  more  despatchful. 

The  clause  declaring  that  ^  Congress  may  admit 
new  States  into  this  union"  is  the  cmly  oaewhidi 
he  thought  deserved  consideration.  It  has  becc 
vehemently  contended,  that  a  right  to  "•  admit  aev 
States"  included  a  power  to  impose  any  conditioas. 
and  in  all  things  to  regulate  the  manner  of  admis- 
sion. The  true  construction,  he  thought,  gave  to 
Congress  a  power  to  ^  admit,"  or  to  reject  ody : 
that  when  this  was  done,  the  power  was  execotei 
It  was  not,  however,  necessary  for  him  to  eontead 
that  Congress  could  impose  no  conditions  or  tenas. 
which  were  merely  to  regulate  the  time  or  manner 
of  admission ;  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  shov 
that  the  condition  now  before  the  Committee  eooM 
not  be  impoaed.  The  sequel  of  his  aigoment  might 
show  that  none  could  be  imposed.  It  was  his  pQ^ 
pose  to  show,  that  Congress  now  demanded  ot 
Af  issouri  to  surrender  an  essential  attribute  of  sot- 
ereignty;  one,  which  every  State  in  the  Uaica 
(except  those  on  which  the  like  usurpation  \ai 

i  been  practised)  possessed ;  and  one,  which,  if  it- 
linquished,  degraded  her  below  the  character  of  i 
'^  State,"  the  only  character  in  which  by  the  taws 

I  of  the  Constitution  she  could  be  admitted.  Tie 
section  gave  an  authority  to  admit  new  Stais 
only.  He  should  not  refer  to  any  book  on  jM^ 
law  for  a  definition  of  the  word ;  it  had  a  onr 
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yonstitation  a  technical,  well  known  meaning, 
v-Juch  was  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  other 
kates.  In  the  first  place,  every  State  in  this 
Jnion  had  within  itself  a  capacity  for  altering  or 
eforming  its  internal  goremment,  wheneyer  it 
liought proper ;  and, secondly,  the  sovereign  powers 
f  the  people  have  been  surrendered  in  two  wavs 
nly,  viz:  by  their  State  constitutions,  and  the 
i*eaeral  Constitation.  If  this  restriction  be  imposed 
he  people  of  Missouri  will  have  a  government  ear 
entially  different  from  a  ^'  State,"  in  both  these 
espects.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  it  is  the  irrev- 
cable  nature  of  the  condition  to  be  imposed, 
rhich  gives  the  real  character  to  it,  and  it  was  to 
hat  feature  that  his  objections  were  now  addressed, 
t  takes  from  Missouri  that  full  power  to  alter  its 
I  tate  government,  which  all  the  States  possess. 
?he  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  ^ve 
irth  to  our  political  existence,  recognises  this  right, 
nd,  in  the  strong  language  of  its  author,  says  ''  it 
t  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  their 
overnment ;"  a  right,  which  Mr.  Madison  in  one 
f  the  numbers  of  the  Federalist,  calls  '^  a  trans- 
endent  and  precious  ri^ht."  Tnis  power  of  al- 
sin?  the  State  constitution  is  not  only  possessed, 
ut  the  utmost  care  has  been  shown  in  declaring 
,  in  all  the  bills  of  rishts  which  accompany  them. 
*he  constitution  of  Massachusetts  declares  that 
le  people  alone  "  have  an  incontestable,  indefea- 
ble,  and  inalienable  right  to  institute  govem- 
lent,  and  to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the 
ime."  These  are  only  declarations  of  wnat  is 
iseparably  connected  with  each  State  government ; 

capacity  of  reforming  itself  in  erery  respect, 
•'here  it  is  not  restricted  by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
on.  He  considered  this  rizht  so  essential,  that 
s  abandonment  by  the  people  of  Missouri  would 
institute  a  ibtal  distinction  between  their  j^vern- 
lent  and  a  ^  State."  The  result  of  this  view 
-as,  that,  as  soon  as  the  clause  was  in^rted  in  any 
institution,  which  was  irrevocable  or  unalterable 
y  the  people  for  whom  it  was  established,  that 
le  Crovemment  was  so  radically  different  from 
ly  member  of  this  Union,  that  it  could  not  be  a 
tate  in  the  Constitutional  sense  of  the  word. 
If  this  restriction  be  admitted,  another  essential 
fierence  Will  be  created  between  the  proposed 
nn  of  government  and  any  other  in  the  Confed- 
acy.  The  sovereign  power  of  these  people  will 
i  subject,  not  only  to  the  limitations  which  are 
aced  on  that  of  tne  people  of  the  other  States,  in 
eir  State  and  Federal  Constitutions,  but  ther^ 
ill  be  a  portion  surrendered  in  a  way  perfectly 
lomalous,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Coligress.  For, 
though  it  is  proposed  that  the  restriction  shall  be 
aced  in  the  State  constitution,  still  it  is  the  law 
'  Congress  which  gives  all  the  efficacy  to  it,  by 
iclsLrin^  that  it  shall  be  irrevocable.  And,  pur- 
ing  this  idea,  it  may  be  observed,  that  all  the 
ofue  of  the  United  States  have  reserved  a  mode 

changing  their  forms  of  government  by  the 
Ays  proposed  either  in  their  State  or  Federal 
3astitations ;  while,  if  this  amendment  succeeds, 
ere  -would  be  an  article  in  this  new  constitution 
bich  would  not  be  amendable  at  all ;  or,  if  at  all, 
'  a  mode  so  ludicrous  that  the  advocates  of  re- 


striction have  not  mentioned  it ;  it  could  only  be 
done  b^f  repealing  the  act  of  Congress  which  re- 
quired it.  The  idea  of  making  the  continuance  of 
any  article  in  a  State  constitution  dependent  on 
the  continuance  or  repeal  of  a  law  of  Congress,  is 
not  only  ludicrous  but  mischievous. 

If  this  restriction  is  imposed,  the  new  govern- 
ment will  differ  from  the  *' States"  of  the  Union  in 
these  important  features ;  it  will  have  a  part  of  its 
constitution  undteraUe  by  the  people  lor  whom 
it  is  made ;  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  will  be 
given  up  by  an  additional  way  not  known  to  the 
other  States ;  a  part  of  its  constitution  will  be  en- 
tirely unchangeable,  or,  if  it  can  be  changed,  it  can 
be  done  only  by  the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  it 
will  have  given  to  Congress  a  local  interference 
denied  by  all  the  States.  With  these  important 
dbtinctions.  all  degrading  her  below  the  dignity  of 
a  "  State,"  ne  contended  that  she  could  no  longer 
support  her  claims  to  that  character.  In  books  on 
public  law,  France  and  Denmark  are  States,  but 
in  our  Constitution  they  are  not.  He  said,  it  was 
apparent  that  he  did  not  intend  to  give  a  definition 
of  the  word  ''State,"  or  to  reauire  a  conformity 
between  the  constitutions  of  all,  but  the  position 
which  he  had  laid  down  was,  that  no  government 
in  our  Union  could  be  a  ''State" which  had  given 
up  the  power  of  reforming  its  constitution  in  any 
or  its  parts,  and  which  was  bound  to  the  Union  m 
any  other  wav  than  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Mr.  A.  said,  tnat  it  was  not  his  intention  to .  give 
a  definition  of  a  republic,  but  if  Mr.  Hamilton,  in 
the  Federalist,  had  not  been  grossly  wron^  in  sta- 
ting that  clause  in  the  Constitution,  declanng  that 
Congress  should  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  it  would 
well  support  his  position. 

At  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  all  the 
States  were  left  perfectly  equal  and  sovereign. 
When  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  formed, 
they  were  still  equal  and  sovereign,  too,  except  go 
far  as  powers  had  been  surrendered  in  those  arti- 
cles. ^¥hen  these  articles  were  dissolved  by  the 
Federal  Constitution,  they  were  still  equal  and 
sovereign  in  every  respect,  where  powers  were 
not  surrendered  by  that  instrument.  Then,  when 
another  State  is  admitted,  she  must  be  equal  and 
alike  sovereign ;  otherwise,  she  is  no  fit  associate 
for  the  confederates  of  this  Union.  To  say  that 
the  people  of  the  different  States  have  given  in 
their  different  forms  of  government  very  unequal 
portions  of  the  sovereign  power^  cannot  affect  the 
argument.  It  is  the  capacity  either  to  give  this 
power,  or  to  withhold,  or  to  resume  it,  which  con- 
stitutes their  equality. 

It  has  been  urged,  that  inasmuch  as  Conmss 
would,  at  the  next  session,  have  the  undouoted 
right  to  reject  the  admission  of  Missouri  if  the 
propoa«d  clause  were  omitted,  or,  indeed,  without 
assigning  any  reason,  that  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  now  passing  a  law  declaring  the  condi- 
tion on  which  we  will  then  admit  her.  This 
manner  of  presenting  the  case  is  specious,  but  a 
little  attention  will  show  that  the  distinction  in  the 
result  is  obvious.  If  this  clause  were  voluntarily 
inserted  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  it  would  then 
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be  on  a  footiiig  with  e^ery  other  jpart  of  their  con- 
stitation,  ameadable  and  alterable  by  the  same 
power  which  put  it  there ;  but  if  it  is  put  there  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  which  makes  it  a 
condition  of  admission  tlmt  it  shall  be  irrevocable, 
it  is  placed  on  ground  essentially  different.  If  the 
constitution  were  now  here  presented  to  us  for  our 
ajq^robation,  with  a  clause  declaring,  in  the  strong- 
est language,  that  there  should  never  be  involun- 
tary servitude  in  the  new  State,  the  advocates  of 
this  amendment  will  have  the  frankness  to  tell 
you  that  it  would  not  i^iswer  their  demands.  It 
must  be  inserted  by  virtue  of  a  compact  with 
Congress,  by  which  it  receives  its  irrevocable  char- 
acter— the  oiJy  character  in  which  it  is  acceptable 
to  them. 

The  idea  that  Missouri  may  relini}uish  this 
power,  and  that  Congress  is  only  passive  iu  re- 
ceiving it,  is  entirely  fallacious.  .Confess  is  per- 
fectly the  creature ,  of  the  Constitution ;  it  4»n 
neither  exercise  nor  receive  a  power  which  is  not 
within  the  instrument  creatingr  it.  A  capacity  to 
receive  a  power  is  itself  ^equenily  a  power  of 
the  peatest  magnitude  and  mischief.  Congress 
is  not  capable  of  receiving  any  addition  to  its 
powers  but  from  the  same  source  which  gave 
them.  They  never  can  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished, but  through  that  instrument  which  now  con- 
veys them. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  may  fairly  be 
consi4ered  that,  in  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have 
no  authority  to  impose  on  it  a  condition  which 
would  take  from  it  a  right  so  essential  to  its  sover- 
eignty— the  right  of  alteringits  form  of  State  gov- 
ernment in  dl  its  parts.  But  the  clause  which 
declares  that  the  United  States  '^  shall  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 

government,"  seems  to  fix  with  great  ptecisioB  the 
oundary  of  Congressional  interference  in  State 
gpvemmento.  The  federal  aid  is  not  to  be  admit- 
ted for  any  other  purpose.  As  soon  as  you  over- 
leap this  safe  boundary,  there  is  no  limit  to  your 
omcious  interference.  You  can  go  wherever  your 
good  or  evil  passions  may  carry  you.  It  is  in  vain 
to  say  that  your  purpose  is  beneficent ;  the  wickedest 
scheme  or  the  wildest  crusade  would  have  the 
same  apology ;  as  soon  as  the  principle,  is  estab- 
lished tnat  one  condition  may  be  imposed,  it  is  the 
inevitable  consequenoe  that  any  other  condition 
may  be  imposed.  Gr^tlemen  have  been  too  can- 
did to  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction.  The  same 
power  which  would  enable  us  to  declare  that  Mis- 
souri should  not  be  admitted  except  on  the  condi- 
tion of  excluding  slavery,  would  authorize  us  to 
demand  a  condition  of  Maine,  that  she  should  pass 
no  law  excluding  it.  And  as  it  regards  the  situ- 
ation of  those  unfortunate  people,  for  whose  benefit 
this  amendment  was  introduced,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would  be  much  better,  not  only  if  the  new 
State  in  the  North,  but  all  the  States  of  the  Union, 
would  admit  those  now  in  the  United  States  to  be 
dispersed  through  them.  The  principle  which 
justifies  us  in  imposing  a  single  article  would  jus*- 
tify  us  in  drau^tine  a  constitution  at  full  length, 
cmd  declaring  that  the  people  of  Missouri  should 
be  adinitted  on  adopting  that,  and  no  other.    But 


we  should  not  be  restricted  ev«ii  to  those  subjects 
which  ate  usually  introduced  into  forms  of  gor- 
emment.  Every  object  of  internal  economy  woaii 
be  open  to  our  direction ;  the  infloenoeof  the  Sooilk- 
ern  States  might  demand,  befiwe  admission  shodd 
be  given,  that  the  new  State  should  assent  to  a 
stipulation  that  cotton  should  never  be  cnltiFstd 
within  its  territories;  the  Western  States  migk 
stipulate  for  an  exclusion  of  their  staples  firom  aO 
culture  in  Missouri;  while  the  Nora.  migiM  re- 
quire that  she  should  abandon  mnnufactnra. 
These  would  all  be  convenient  things.  It  wooid 
be  highly  desirable  to  the  cupidity  of  the  old  Sma 
that  the  immense  region  to  the  west  of  the  Wsat- 
sippi  should  ever.be  k€|>t  under  restrictions  v&ich 
would  disable  her  from  coming  into  ooopctinQQ 
with  us  in  any  of  those  articles  which  her  dimaite 
and  soil  would  abundantly  produce.  And  itcaa- 
not  be  doubted  that  the  smrit  of  moB<^M)iy  viQ 
iadu^ie  itself  wherever  it  has  the  power.  If  the 
principle >of  Coaffressional  interference  be  once  es- 
tablished, the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Territo- 
ries will  be  just  such  as  die  wantonness  of  a  po«er 
without  limits,  in  prescribing  their  caiK»titatiooss 
may  think  proper  to  leave  them. 

The  10th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Cot- 
stitution  says  that  ^<  no  State  shall,  wiAimi  t&<  cm- 
sent  of  ConfnsSy  lay  a  duty  or  impost  on  impoitsor 
exports."  The  same  provbion  also  ap|dies  to  i^ 
ties  on  tonnage.  Every  argument  whi&  has  been 
un;ed  in  favor  of  this  restriction  would  go  is  jos- 
tify  Congress  in  annexing  any  condition  ot  ttnns 
to  the  grant  of  its  ^^  consent"  m  these  caas.  The 
mischiefs  of  this  construction  beoome  mstemau- 
fest  as  we  multiply  the  clauses  to  w^hich  the  kind 
of  interpretation  .would  apply.  If  Congicss  can 
make  this  clause  the  mean  of  exacting  Iran  a 
State  the  relinquishment  of  any  privilege  or  righi, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  control  which  she  may  ac- 
quire. Congress,  like  other  political  bodies,  has  a 
continued  proneness  to  the  increase  of  its  powas; 
and  so  long  as  the  States  have  any  thing  to  rdia- 

Suish,  may  these  means  of  acquisitioa  be  employed. 
Lnd  it  is  not  on  new  States  only  that  this  eagiae 
may  be, exerted.  In  the  cases  just  meatio&eiCwe 
may  give  our  consent*  on  the  condition  thai  the 
State  will  ingraft  on  ner  constitution  an  amend- 
ment declarinff  that  the  people  shall  not  bear  arms, 
except  those  lurnished  by  the  United  States ;  that 
not  more  than  twenty  shall  assemble  to  petitioa 
for  a  redress  ,of  grievances,  or  that  they  s£all  not 
do  any  other  thin^  which  might  be  darned  trouble- 
some or  inconvenient  to  Congress. 

But  the  doctrine  can  be  carried  further,  and  ap- 
plied to  every  law  passed  by  Congress.  Petiticms, 
almost  without  number,  are  now  on  year  table, 

ning  for  a  protection  to  manufacturers.  Such 
e  importance  attached  to  this  subject,  that,  ia 
some  of  the  manufacturing  States,  almost  any 
privilege  or  right  would,  under  the  present  state  (d* 
despondency,  be  surrendered  to  give  success  to  theji 
prayers.  Shall  we  say  to  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts: ^*  We  believe  your  prayers  are  reasana- 
*■  ble,  but  we  know  your  necessities  would  ooob^ 
'  you  to  surrender  whatever  we  demand,  aad  as 
'  we  have  a  power  to  x^ect  them,  we  wiU  jass 
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^  tike  law  impoBing  a  da^  wJiich  will  pitoe  your 
*'  maaufketufen  beyond  all  fofeiga  competition;  to 
*-  take  effect  firoTided  yoa  will  insert  in  yoiir  Con- 
*  stitntioii  an  article  declaring  that  enugrants  to 
^jrour  State  nuy  hereaflter  retain  their  slaves." 
This  is  really  the  effect  of  the  language  held  out 
to  MftBsoori ;  for  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
prayer  of  the  people  of  Missouri  for  self-ffovern- 
ment  is  adiEBitted  to  be  perfectly  reasonaole ;  no 
objection  is  made  to  the  population  or  to  the  ex- 
tent of  territory. 

The  consequences  of  this  doctrine  would  be 
mischief  and  coemption  truly  without  bounds;  it 
would  involve  a  trafficking  of  political  power  and 
fiopuler  rights ;  it  would  ot  a  bartering  of  legisla- 
tive powers  for  State  sovereignty. 

It  18  difficult  to  conjeotuie  on  what  ground  that 
branch  of  the  proposed  amendment  can  be  sup- 
ported, the  effect  of  which  is  to  declare  free  Ibe 
children  of  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri,  who  shall 
be  bom  after  the  admission*  The  finh .  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  says,  that  ^'no  person 
aihall  be  deprived  of  his  property  without  due 
process  of  law,"  and  that  ^  private  {iroperty  shall 
not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compen- 
sation." He  thought  the  Committee  could  not, 
for  a  moment,  entertain  a  proposition  which  is  in 
direct  hostility  to  this  principle  contained  in  every 
State  constitution.  If  this  was  persisted  in^  it 
ii¥Ould  be  equivalent  to  demanding  of  Missouri  to 
do  that  which  every  other  State  had  declared 
could  not  be  done 

Before  he  entirely  dismissed  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  would,  merely  for  the  benm  of  the  gen-. 
tieman  from  Vermont,  read  a  sentence  in  thiacon- 
^  stitution  of  that  State ;  it  expressed,  in  energetic 
language,  the  true  doctrine  on  the  sufajcct  of  Fed- 
eral interference  in  local  concerns :  ^^  The*  people 
of  this  State,  by  their  legal  representatives,  have 
the  sole,  inherent,  and  exclusive  right,  of  govern- 
ing and  regulating  the  internal  police  of  the  same." 
This  is  an  express  declaration  of  that  which  was 
true  without  any  declaration,  not  only  with  regard 
to  Vermont,  but  to  every  other- State. 

There  are  other  considerations  connected  with 
this  subject,  which  must  be  deemed  of  the  highest 
importance,  so  long  as  the  solemn  faith  of  this 
nation,  pledged  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  con- 
tinues to  impose  any  obligation  on  its  ^liti<»l 
agents.  The^  ti^ty  by  wnieh  the  United  States 
acquired  this  countiy,  declares,  that  ''the  inhabit- 
'  ants  of  the  ceded  Territory  snail  be  incornorated 
*•  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  aamitted 

<  as  soon  as  peesihle^  according  to  the  principles'of 
'  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  riffhts,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citi- 
«  zens  of  the  United  States;  and,  in  the  meantime, 

<  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
^  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli- 
^  gion  which  they  profess.''  This  laaguag^e  is  too 
plain  and  too  strong  to  be  mistaken.  But  it  is  urged 
that  the  treaty-making  power  cannot  prescribe  the 
terms  on  which  a  foreign  country  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union.  He  would  not  afgue  that 
question ;  it  was  unnecessary  in  his  view  of  the 
sohjeet* 


It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  treaty  had  been 
anproved  and  ratified  m  every  possible  form  ia 
which  its  stipulations  could  oe  executed.  We 
took  the  country,  we  hold  it,  and  we  have  no  in* 
tention  of  giving  it  up.  Congress  appropriated, 
the  money  for  its  purchase,  governments  have 
been  established  in  it,  a  part  of  it  has  been  '^  incor- 
porated into  the  Union"  as  an  independent  State* 
Is  it  possible  that  we  can,  after-  these  things,  say,. 
that  we  will  hold  the  country  and  enjoy  afl  those 
pacts  of  the  treaty  which  are  favoraUe  to  us,  and 
reject  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  inhabitants- 
the  right  of  fre^  and  equal  goveiiiment  ?  Can  we^ 
without  disgrace,  keep  this  country,  and  now  say, 
^'  the  President  and  Senate  had  no  power  to  make 
such  a  stipulation  ?"  But  it  has  been  said,  even  in 
this  debate,  that  the  people  of  the  country  were  no 
patties  to  the  treaty ;  that  they  had  no  hgnt  to  com- 
plain. This  deserved  no-  answer ;  but  he  would 
say  that  they  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  viola- 
tion of  this,  or  any  other  artieie  made  solely  for 
their  benefit.  Th6  whole  of  the  argument  of  our 
adversaries,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  amounts  to 
this :  Seventeen  years  a^o  we  purchased  Louis- 
iana 'y  Congress  naid  for  it }  the  American  people 
ratified  it.  We  nold  it ;  we  have  sold  the  lands 
and  received  the  money,  but  we  will  not  execute 
this  article  until  the  inhabitants  will  agree  to  do 
that  which  (we  must  acknowledge)  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  either  party  at  the  mi^dng  of  the 
treaty.  Does  the  whole  history  of  European  diiK 
lomacy  show  a  case  of  plainer  and  viler  perfidy 
than  thds  would  be?  In  this  case  there  is  no  am-^ 
biguity  in  the  phrase  which  can  create  any  apol- 
ogy for  evasion.  The  article  plainly  contemplates 
not  only  a  temporary  government,  ^*  in  the  mean* 
time,"  for  the  protection  of  the  '^liberty,  property, 
and  rehgioD,"  of  the  inhabitants,  but  their  final 
incorporation  into  the  Union,  on  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,"  The  wordr  "as  soon 
as  possiUei"  show  that  the  event  of  "incorpora- 
tion" was  not  to  be  unnecessarily  ]^tponed. — 
These  w<»ds  contempkned  the  sumnitting  lo  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  a  proper  discretion  of 'judg- 
ing of  the  extent  of  population  which  should  be 
required,  and  of  the  c^iacities  of  the  people  for 
self-defonce.  By  the  concession  of  all,  every  re- 
quisite of  this  kind  is  attained.  No  objection  has 
been  ivged,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  advocates 
of  this  amendment  will  all  vote  for  the  admission 
of  the  State,  if  tk^  succeed  in  passing  it.  There 
is,  then,  no  difiicuity  on  the  only  point  on  which 
difficulty  could  arise. 

It  is  not  by  the  treaty  alone  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  has  been  pledged  to  refrain  from  any 
exaction  of  this  kind.  The  ancient  laws  of  the 
country  permitted  slavery,  and  if  the  United  States,' 
on  its  acquisition,  had  aetermined  to  change  die 
system,  the  necessary  laws  forbidding  its  further 
introduction  should  then  have  been  passed;  but 
the  course  was  very  different  The  ancient  laws 
not  only  were  unrepealed,  but  indirect  assurances 
wteve  given  to  all  emigrants  that  this  subject  should 
foiever  remain  untouched.  By  the  first  law  estab* 
lishin^  a  Territorial  government,  amon^  other 
pravisiofis  for  the  wdnire  of  the  people,  it  is  ~ 


1268 


HISTORY  OF  OONGRESB. 


1264 


H.  OF  R. 


cf  CuimMa. 


Fbbboabt,  182a 


aeted  "that  do  slave  or  slaves*  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  introduced  into  said  Territory,  except 
by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing  into 
said  Territory  for  actoal  settlement,  and  being  at 
the  time  of  such  removal  bona  fide  owner  of  such 
slave."  Here  is  a  legal  provision  regulating  the 
introduction  of  those  slaves  whose  increase  are,  by 
the  operation  of  this  amendment^  to  be  declared 
free*  Under  the  influence  and  faith  of  these  laws 
that  country  has  been  settled.  The  public  lands 
have  been  sold  to  thousands  who  would  not  have 
purchased  but  und^  the  expectation  that  the  public 
vdkC^  would  have  been  held  inviolate. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  dispersion  6f  slaves 
through,  the  Western  country  would  bear  peculi- 
4krly  hard  on  the  non-slaveholding  States,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution  appor- 
iionmg  the  representation.  This  is  entirely  ralla- 
cious.  Three-fifths  of  the  slaves  must  be  repre- 
sented wherever  they  may  be  in  the  United  States. 
If  the  representation  of  Missouri  is  increased  by 
their  introduction,  some  of  the  Southern  States 
must  have  sustained  a  correspondent  loss.  So  that 
it  is  entireljr  indifferent  to  the  citizens  of  the  North 
whether  this  kind  of  population  be  stationary  or 
removable.  The  removal  of  slaves  may  have  some 
little  effect  during  the  interva}  between  two  gene- 
ral enumerations ;  but  that  is  also  the  case  as  it 
regards  the  whites.  The  individuals  who  now 
compose  the  constituents  of  the  members  from  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  were  at  the  last  census  enume- 
rated in  Connecticut  and  the  other  Northern  States, 
and  aided  in  giving  to  those  States  that  portion 
of  representation  which  they  now  have.  This 
inconvenience  will  be  corrected  at  the  next  census, 
and  it  has  never  heretofore  formed  any  objection 
to  the  admission  of  new  States. 

Means  have  been  used  to  a^ravate  the  alle^d 
hardship  which  the  federal  rule  for  apportioning 
the  representation  was  supposed  to  impose.  It  has 
been  stated  in  a  Speech  delivered  during  the  last 
session,  a  printed  report  of  which  I  have  read, 
[Mr.  Kino's]  that  "  this  inequality  in  the  appor- 
'  tionment  of  representatives  was  not  misunder- 
'  stood  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  but  as 
'  no  one  anticipated  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  the 
'  revenue  of  the  United  States  would  be  derived 
^  from  indirect  taxes,  but  it  was  believed  that  a 
^  part  of  the  contribution  to  the  common  treasury 
^  would  be  apportioned  ampnff  the  States  by  tl^ 
^  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives,  the 
'  States  in  which  slavery  is  prohirated,  ultimately, 
'  though  reluctantly^  ao^uiesoed  in  the  dispropor- 
^  tionate  number  of  representatives  and  electors 
'  that  was  secured  to  the  slaveholdinff  Sutes.  The 
^  concession  was  at  the  time  bdieved  to  be  a  good 
^  one^  and  has  proved  to  have  been  the  greatest 
^  which  was  made  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the 
^  Constitution."  This  statement  has  remained  un- 
contradicted, and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  he 
now  mentioned  it.  It  is  manifest  to  you,  said  Mr. 
A.,  that  I  can  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  and  if  the  contradiction 
was  to  depend  on  my  recollection,  I  should  not 
venture  to  make  it  aoainst  authority  so  high ;  but 
the  statement  is  wholly  erroneous.    The  evidences 


in  my  hand  show  >that  the  ConslitiitioB  was  aot 
adopted  by  the  Northern  States,  under  the  expec- 
tation that  direct  taxes  would  be  frequently  resort- 
ed to  for  supplying  the  paUic  treasury ;  that  neither 
such  an  expectation  nor  such  a  wish  existed.  The 
convention  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  ms 
called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  Contfitii- 
tion,  did,  after  its  ratification,  in  the  most  sQlenm 
manner,  recommend  amendments  to  the  adoptioB 
of  the  other  States.  The  third  amendment  recooh 
mended  is,  "  That  Congress  do  wA  iap  dinet  toot, 
but  when  the  numeys  arising  from  the  impost  ind 
excise  shall  be  insufficient  for  the  pafaUc  exieea- 
cies,"  Ac,  The  States  of  Massachusetts,  R^ide 
Island,  and  New  Hampshire,  did  each,  in  their  sev- 
eral conventions,  recommend  the  same  aaeod- 
ment.  There  was  then  no  expectation  delaicd : 
the  operation  of  the  Constitution  was  fnllf  seen 
and  anticipated.  So  far  were  these  Northern  'Stites 
from  considering  a  frequent  resort  to  direct  taio 
as  the  equivalent  given  to  them  for  the  mode  ci 
apportioning  the  representation,  that  their  mem- 
bers were  required  to  procure  the  amcndmest 
taking  from  Congress  the  power  of  imposing  direct 
taxes,  except  in  cases  of  public  exigency.  Nothiaf 
is  more  highly  caleulated  to  exasperate  the  people 
of  the  Northern  States, than  the  existence  of  a  be- 
lief that  the  provisions  of  the  ConstitiitiQn  were 
at  its  adopticxi  onerous  to  them,  or  are  beoomiag 
so  by  the  practice  under  it.  He  had,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  present  to  the  Committee  diese 
evidences  ot  the  public  sentiment  at  that  time,  and 
to  show  from  them  that  the  provision  wkkh  is 
now  represented  as  forming  tne  strongest  recom- 
mendation to  the  adoption  of  the  ConstinitioD, 
was  really  one  of  the  most  obnoxious. 

The  C/ommittee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pni- 
OALL,  of  Virginia ;  and  the  Hoose  adjourned. 


Satubday,  February  12. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Compa- 
ny, of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Island,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  SpfiAKJBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  a 
report  and  sundry  statements,  rendercd  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  28tk 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
General  Post  Office;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz : 

Rt»ohedi  That,  to  enable  the  inhtbitantsof  the  Dii- 
trict  of  Colombia  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  for 
their  benefit  that  the  rights  of  self-goTernraent  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  eo  far  as  the  same  may  constitauoih 
ally  be  done ;  and  to  enable  them,  if  they  be  of  rack 
opinion,  to  form  a  fi«me  of  goTemmeat  for  themselvci. 
sabjoet  to  the  ratifieatiMi  of  Congress^  a  conmatiiB 
of  repretentatives  of  said  District  be,  and  is  h««if. 
authoriaod. 

Ruohedt  That  the  said  convention  shall  be 
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;>oMd  of  twelve  repretentotlTee  for  the  City  of  Weth* 
ngton,  and  thti  pert  of  the  eoQOty  of  Wtshington  eaet 
>f  Rock  Creeks  of  eight  repieienUtivee  for  the  town  of 
i^eorgetown.  end  thet  pert  of  the  eaid  county  west  of 
Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine  repreaentativea  lor  the  town 
ind  county  of  Alexandria.  The  said  repreaeniatiTee 
o  be  Ut%  white  taxable  malei*  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
>ne  years,  vf  ho  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  ft%t 
while  taxable  males  above  the  age  of  twenty -one  years, 
in  the  first  Tocsdsy  in  July  next,  under  the  superin- 
;endence  of  such  judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the 
laid  towns,  and  subject  to  such  other  directions,  aia  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  so  chosen  shall  convene 
It  the  City  of  Washington,  in  such  place  ai  shall  be 
ixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September  ensning;  and  shall  organize 
iiemeelves  by  the  appmntment  of  a  president,  eeere* 
;ary,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  neeeeaary.  A 
najority  of  the  members  shall  conatttote  a  qnorum  ; 
m<]  their  proceedinga  shall  be  commnnicateid  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  by  him 
yefon  Congress,  at  their  next  aesaion*  /     " 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the 
Qover  and  Messrs.  Cobb  and  Stbothbr,  ^  to  the 
committee  to  which  it  would  be  moet  proper  to 
efer  the  resolutions.  A  motion  by  Mr.  dtroth- 
SR  to  lay  them  on  the  table  was  lost;  and  they 
irere,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  referred  to  the  Com- 
nittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

TH£  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a^  Commit- 
ee  of  the  Whole  on  this  bill. '  The  proposed  re^ 
tiiction  being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  PiNDALL,  of  yi£g:inia,  said,  gentlemen  who 
nsisted  to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri  had 
LOt  asserted  the  existence  of  any  supreme,  funda- 
aental,  or  national  law  of  this  continent  which 
vrould  of  itself  inhibit  slavery  in  the  new  States. 
*^o  one  had  contended  that  the  Constitution  of 
he  United  States  contained  any  precept  peclu* 
ling  the  admission  of  slaveholding  States,  but  the> 
position  so  ea^ly  urffed  was,  that,  although  the 
«*ederal  Constitution  did  not  inhibit  slavenr,  vet 
t  vested  in  Congress  such  powers  as  enabled  tnat 
ody  to  exercise  the  discretion  of  requiring  the 
asertion  of  «uch  a^  provision  in  the  constitution  of 

new  State.  The  Question,  continued  Bifr.  P., 
den  is,  not  whether  there  be  a  fundamental  prin* 
iple  or  supreme  law  inhibiting  slaverv,  but  whe- 
her  there  is  in  this  country  a  tribunal  or  (egisla- 
Lve  council  having  a  discretion  superior  to  the 
ower  of  the  people  when  assembled  in  conven* 
ion.  That  this  is  the  posture  in  which  the  ques- 
ion  presents  itself,  is  evident,  for  that  portion,  of 
[le  State  Constitution  which  you  now  propose  to 
lake  for  Missouri,  has  not  been  assented  to,  and 
robably  would  not  be  assented  to,  by  the  people 
f  Missouri,  nor  have  the  people  of  the  tJnited 
•tates  assented  to  the  proposal,  or  ever  had  an 
pportuoitv  of  listening  to  it  in  convention. 
The  Feaeral  Constitution  is  a  national,  or  rather 
iternational  compact,  in  which  the  relations  of 
ivereignty  between  the  respective  States  and  be- 
veetk  those  States  and  the  General  Government 
re  prescribed,  adjusted,  and  limited.    If  gentle 


men  object  to  this  description  of  the  Constitution, 
they  are  requested  to  furnish  their  own  definition 
of  the  instrument,  which  I  trust  will' afford  the 
conclusion  which  I  am  in  quest  of.  Yielding  me 
this  description  of  the  Constitution,  it  will  follow 
that  a  change  in  the  relations  thus  established  and 
defined  between  the  States  and  this  Government, 
necessarily  involves  an  alteration  of  the  Federal 
Constitution.  The  positive  and  express  requisi- 
tion on  she  part  of  Congress,  of  a  particular  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution  or  Missouri,  to  remain 
irrevocable  by  that  State  and  the  people  thereof, 
unless  by  the  concurrence  of  this  Government, 
must  seek  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  inasmuch  as  it  would,  by 
the  introduction  of  a  new  fundamental  principle, 
alter  and  vary  those  relations  between  the  States, 
and  between  the  States  and  this  Government, 
which  had  been  -  previously  adjusted  and  ascer- 
tained by  the  great  federal  compact:  and  that  such 
alteration  cannot  have  place  merely  b)r  an  act  of 
Congress^  is  manifested  ^  the  Constitution,  which 
has  required  a  more  difficult  process  of  amend* 
ment  Gentlemen  who  support  this  restriction 
derive  their  title  to  interfere,  from  the  power  to 
admit  new  States  on  discretionary  conditions ;  and 
the  Federal  Constitution  being  nere  again  silent, 
they  deduce  their  authority  to  annex  such  condi- 
tions, through  the  avenue  of  inferences  from  some 
other  ddegated  power.  They  have  been  remind«i 
that  it  was  illicit  to  infer  any  power  which,  when 
assumed,  would  remain  destitute  of  limitations,  as 
the  whole  design  of  the  instrument  might,  by  such 
means,  be  subverted,  and  they  have  sought  to 
meet  tne  suggestion  by  announcing  supposed  boim* 
daries  to  their  favorite  power.  These  boundaries, 
however,  are  the  mere  dictates  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence, and  to  be  supported  only  by  the  discretion 
and  good  sense  of  Congress;  boundaries  equally 
applicable  to  the  powers  of  unlimited  discretion; 
as  different  in  their  exercise  as  the  moral  senti- 
ments or  affections  of  men  differ,  and  the  property 
as  well  of  absolute  monarchies  as  of  republics. 

The  Convention  of  1787  was  not  satisfied  to 
limit  the  political  faculties  oi  this  Government  to 
dimensions  which  our  own  prudence  should  sug- 
gest, but  afibrded  limitations  of  equal  force  and 
authenticity  with  the  delegation  of  powers,  and, 
as  it  has  professed  so  to  do  in  all  cases,  I  can  ad- 
mit of  no  inference  of  power  in  any  ^ase,  unless 
the  just  vcxtension  and  proportion  of  that  power 
can  be  shown  also  from  the  Constitution.  I  must 
say  to  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  others, 
wno  have  dwdt  so  copiously  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
Federal  Legislature,  and  the  safety  of  the  country 
in  rel)ring  on  its  discretion,  that  I  do  not  partake 
in  their  confidence;  but,  on  the  contrary,  my  dif- 
fidence, nay,  distrust,  increases  in  proportion  to  the 
eager  solicitude  of  gentlemen  from  one  half  of  the 
Union,  to  legislate  on  subjects  in  which  neither 
themselves  nor  their  ccmstituents^haveany  interest 
or  concern,  and  on  which  the  country  must  of 
course  be  destitute  of  the  common  i^edges  for  the 
rectitude  of  our  deliberation. 

Gentlemen  have  found  it  necessary  to  impose  a 
heavy  emphasis  on  the  power  of  CongreM  to  ad- 
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mit  new  States  into  the  Union,  which,  implying 
thepower  to  refuse  such  admission,  clothes  that 
body,  it  is  said,  with  an  authority  to  prescribe  the 
condition  on  which  a  State  shall  be  admitted. 
This,  howenrer,  is  an  error  which,  notwithstanding 
its  plausible  aspect,  can  be  readily  refuted  by  com- 
paring this  grant  of  authority  with  the  structure  of 
the  Federal  GoTemment ;  preparatory  to  which 
it  is  scarcely  necessarjr  to  remark,  that  the  facul- 
ties of  Congress,  arising  from  the  Constitution, 
are  so  governed  by  the  nature  of  the  objects  on 
which  they  are  to  operate,  that  the  rules  of  inter- 
pretation as  respects  one  of  our  grants  of  power, 
may  hare  no  application  in  relation  to  another } 
for,  whilst  under  one  grant  of  power  we  are  launch- 
ed into  a  wide  field  of  legislation,  bridled  only  by 
self  prudence,  another  delegation  (such,  for  in- 
stance, as  we  exercise  in  counting  the  votes  of 
the  Presidential  electoral  college,)  confines  us  to 
the  narrow  path  of  duty  usually  confided  to  mere 
ministerial  agents.  If  our  legislative  acts  may,  in 
some  cases,  be  made  to  depend  for  their  efl^cy  on 
arbitrary  conditions,  it  will  not  from  hence  follow 
that  ail  the  capacities  of  the  Constitution  could  be 
thus  handled.  We  may  declare  war,  or.  impose 
taxes,  accommniedwith  such  modifications  as  we 
pieBuse ;  and  Government,  in  making  a  compact 
with  a  foreign  Power,  may  stinnlate  its  conditions 
and  terms,  without  which,  inaeed,  it  would  be  no 
compact ;  but,  in  admitting  new  States  into  the 
Union,  we  have  no  authority,  nor  is  it  necessary 
we  should  have  power  to  .stipulate  conditions;  for, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  servants 
we  are,  and  in  whose  right  we  act,  have  themselves 
stipulated  the  conditions  and  terms  of  the  compact ; 
for,  in  all  the  articles  of  the  Federal  Constitutioa 
are  found  a  full  and  fair  designation  of  the  rights 
acquired  and  obligations  incurred  by  the  adopted 
State.  That  instrument  or  treaty  distinctly  ex- 
presses the  mutual  advantages  and  duties  which 
ace  to  subsist  between  the  adopted  State  and  the 
old  States  and  the  Federal  Government  The 
people  of  the  old  States  have  made  a  contract  of 
limited  partnership ;  they  have  also  conferred  on 
us  a  special  power  to  admit  (in  our  discretion,  if 
you  please,)  additional  partners  into  the  firm  under 
the  old  compact,  but  have  not  authorized  us  to 
change  the  contract  itself,  or  substitute  a  new  one 
in  its  place; 

I  shall  not  insist  that  Congress  can  prescribe  no 
sort  of  condition^  under  any  circumstances  what- 
ever, on  the  admission  of  a  new  State,  but  ground 
myself  on  positions  which  entitle  me  to  waam  my 
adversaries  that,  even  if  they  show  a  risht  to  pro- 
pose or  require  one  condition,  they  wUI  not  have 
established  their  title  to  impose  conditions  of  a 
di&rent  import.  If  gentlemen  will  assert  our 
right  to  require  the  previous  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  by  Missouri,  as  the  price  of  her  admission, 
in  like  manner  as  a  bonus  was  paid  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  I  might  yield  to  the  claim ; 
by  which,  however,  they  would  gain  nothing  in 
this  contest,  for,  fluter  Missouri  would  pay  the 
money  and  be  inducted  into  the  Union,  she  would 
immediately  acquire  all  the  political  rights  claim- 
ed by  any  other  State.    Impose  (if  you  please) 


coaditioiis  withomt  which  Misaomi  akali  not  be 
adinitted,  but  yon  shall  not  impose  conditinas 
which  would  deprive  her,  after  her  admission,  of 
portions  of  her  sovereignty,  which  the  Fedcni 
Constitution  guaraaties  or  tolerates,  bot  shall  yoo. 
in  any  wise,  chan^  those  relations  of  soreragiity 
which  the  Constitution  supposes  ougkt  to  exist 
between  the  States  and  this  Government,  as  voo 
would  thereby,  in  effect,  substitute  a  new  consdiB- 
tion,  in  lieu  of  that  already  sanctioned  by  the 
people. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Heh?- 
hu«l)  says,  the  power  to  impose  this  restrictioa  ca 
Missouri  exists  either  in  Congress  or  nowhere;  a 
proposition  ^hich  can  have  no  utility  in  this  dis- 
cussion, until  such  power  can  be  proved  to  exist  of 
necessity  somewhere,  and  that  it  is  not  powaed 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  to  the  exdosioin  of  others. 
If,  however,  the  people  o£  Missoari  are  divested  oi 
tire  capacity,  the  advocates  of  this  Governmcat 
must  snow,  by  the  Cjmstitodon,  that  the  powfr 
hds  ever  yet  been  separated  from  that  reservoir  of 
sovereignty  which  the  people  and  States  of  this 
continent  nave  not  as  yet  alienated  to  Congress. 

Another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  sapports 
the  restrictioa  by  the  bold  assomption  that  any 
American  Sta^oas  capacity  to  traA^er,  and  tbe 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States  to  acqnire,  sov- 
ereignty by  compact.  It  will  hardly  seem  neces- 
sary to  inquire  into  the  rights  which  the  Stale? 
would  have  possessed  under'  the  laws  of  natioos, 
apart  from  existing  compacts,  nor  ^ain  ifpear 
what  I  have  already  ureid  to  show  that  the  pie- 
existent  capacities  to  uiemite  or  ao^oire  soiei^ 
eign  powers  ought  to  be,  and  are,  reguhited  aad  re^ 
strained  in  this  country,  so  far  as  respects  this 
Gtovernmeat,  by  the  Fedcm  Constitatioo.  I  must, 
however,  notice  the  precedents  whick  coostitiite 
the  onty  cround  on  which  the  gentleman  relies  to 
support  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to  bay, 
and  of  any  State  to  seU  sovereign  power ;  aad 
these  precedents  are  found,  the  gentleman  affinns, 
in  the  cessions  of  territory  made  by  Virginia,  Gkror- 
gia^  and  other  States,  to  Congress,  the  validity  of 
which  has  never  been  questioned.  Bat  these,  ar, 
are  not  instances  in  which  these  States  have  trans- 
ferred their  sovereignty,  or  portions  of  iL  It  ts 
tcoe  that  a  territory  which  oelonged  to  Vijrnnia 
was  transferred  to,  and  became  the  territory  o^  the 
United  States.  The  territory  was  once  the  object 
of  the  ftiqireme  power  of  Virginia,  and  by  the  ces> 
sion  it  has  become  the  furoper  object  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  United  States.  Virginia  only  alien- 
ated one  of  the  objects  of  sovereigntv,  retaiamg* 
after  that  transfer,  every  attribute  and  capacity  of 
supremacy  which  she  before  had.  A  tract  of  coun- 
try, or  pecuniary  treasure,  may,  either  of  them,  be 
transferred  from  one  Government  to  another,  and 
be  thus  alienated,  being  at  one  time  a  subject  dis- 
posable by  one  sovereign,  and  a^^aia,  by  transfer, 
the  property  of  another,  without  increasing  or  &■- 
mimshing  the  faculties  of  either.  I^  howevex,  ibf 
gentleman  is  tenacious  of  terms,  aad  iaaists  that 
these  cessbns  of  territory  shall  be  dcaominaiBd 
alienations  of  aovereignty  by  the  ceding  States  to 
the  Qeneral  GoveruoMnt,  tfane  can  be  no  harsi  ia 
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ieldiog  to  his  wish,  but  I  should,  thereby,  imme- 
(lately  become  on  titled  to  give  the  proposed  re~ 
triction  on  Missouri  another  name  3  there  would 
hen  be  no  analogy  between  those  cessions  and  the 
estriction.  The  restriction  would  deprive  Mis- 
ouri,  in  all  future  time,  of  exercising  sovereign 
K}wer  in  her  own  territory  on  the  subject  of  m- 
'ery,  without  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the 
jrovernment  of  the  United  States ;  hence,  the  new 
State  would,  with  regard  to  this  topic,  be  depend^ 
!nt  on  the  Federal  Government,  and,  in  relation 
Q  the  faculties  of  her  government,  be  less  sover- 
;ign  in  proportion  to  the  additional  power  acquired 
)y  us.  I  will  here  pursue  the  example  afibrded  by 
ne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  himself,  who 
las  sought  to  illostrate  his  meaning  by  reference 
o  the  treaties  of  independent  nations.  Spain,  hav- 
ng  ceded  a  province  or  colony  to  Great  Britain, 
emains  thereafter  soverei^  and  independent,  as 
>efore,  to  which  the  cessions  from  Georgia  and 
Virginia  may  be  deemed  analogous.  But,  imagine 
hat  Spain,  m  conformity  to  another  compact  with 
jrreat  Britain,  nasses  a  prohibitory  law,  to  operate 
m  Spanish  subjects ;  binds  herself  that  she  will 
lot  repeal  the  law  j  and  submits  that  Great  Brit- 
lin  may,  by  British  civil  officers  and  military 
brce,  carry  this  prohibition  into  full  effect,  in  ail 
uture  time,  in  the  Spanish  dominion — ^here  would 
)e  a  diminution  of  sovereignty  proporticmate  to 
he  corresfjondent  right  acqmred  by  Great  Britain ; 
in  acquisition  of  a  portion  of  supreme  power  on 
me  side,  and  a  correspondent  dependence  on  the 
ither,  to  which  the  proposed  restriction  on  Mis- 
t>uri  has  a  striking  analogy.  I  indulge  in  these 
emarks  in  imitation  of  the ffentlemaofrom Penn*- 
ylvania,  and  to  prove  that  his  materials  of  arjgu- 
nent  may  be  made  to  war  with  his  restriction — 
^et  I  deny  the  legitimacy  of  those  materials.  The 
lotion  which  presents  to  our  view  the  Congress 
ind  one  of  our  States  negotiating  and  contracting 
bt  the  surrender  and  acquisition  of  sovereign  pow- 
TS,  is  too  attenuated,  and  cannot  be  made  to  oobbt 
K>rt  with  American  polity,  or  the  genius  of  our 
lolitical  institutions.  How  is  it  ?  We  are  iavited 
o  shut  our  eyes  against  the  Federal  Constitution 
ind  its  adjustment  of  powers,  and  then  imaeine 
he  Congress,  and  the  State  to  be  two  independent 
lowers,  treating  each  with  the  other,  for  the  ao- 
[uisition  or  surrenderof  important  rights  and  in* 
erests.  There  is  nothing  which  appears  so  very 
lisgusting  in  this,  whilst  we.  keep  our  eyes  shut, 
or,  the  ordinary  obligations  of  a  treaty  onlv  opem- 
ififf  on  the  good  fa/Uh  iSf  the  parties^  there  would  seem 
o  be  in  this  no  surrender  of  sovereignty.  But, 
vhen  the  treaty  is  ratified,  our  eyes  are  to  be  open* 
id  on  the  Constitution,  wkich  makes  the  acts  and 
reaties  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  gives  to 
tne  only  of  the  parties  a  judiciarv  and  other  civil 
officers,  (backed  by  military  force^)  and  a  complete 
aunicipal  authority  to  carve  out  its  own  measures. 
The  State  then  finds  thai  it  has  not  merdy 
dedged  its  faith,  retaining  its  previous  powers  and 
elf-commimd,  but  subnutted  itself  to  tne  munici- 
lal  superiority  of  Congress,  and,  should  a  differ- 
nee  arise  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  or  exeett- 
ion  of  any  article  of  the  treaty,  there  would  be  no 


recurrences  to  a  closing  of  eyes  against  the  Con- 
stitution, or  imagination  of  negotiation  between 
foreign  or  independent  Powers, l)ut  the  one  party 
would  hang  or  outlaw  the  other  for  treason. 
Again;  the  Constitution  is  kept  aside  to  place 
Confess  and  a  State  in  the  attitude  of  making 
treaties  as  forei^po,  independent  Powers ;  then  re- 
place the  Constitution,  and  the  State  finds  itself 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  who 
are  prohibited  from  selling  their  lands  to  any  but 
the  Government,  because  the  State  can  make  no 
treaty  or  compact  with  any  other  Power,  but  with 
the  assent  ot  Congress.  Will  gentleman  who 
affirm  the  capacity  of  Congress  to  buy  the  sover- 
eign power  of  a  State,  admit  that  it  may  also 
transfer  soverei^  power  to  a  State  ?  .  If  Congress 
can  only  acquire,  but  not  barter  0%  the  powers 
thus  obtained,  they  will  be  tran^erred  in  mort- 
nuitn,  by  which  the  Governm^it  will  frequently 
be  aggrandized  by  encroaching  on  the  States, 
without  the  possibility  of  losing  any  thing  on  its 
part.  But  ifin  these  barters  Congress  may  alien- 
ate powers  to  the  States,  it  must  of  necessity  be 
some  of  those  granted  by  the  Constitution,  as  it  in 
past  times  had  no  other,  , 

The  advocates  of  the  restriction  have  quoted 
the  compact  betweei^  Virginia  and  Kentucky,, 
when  the  latter  was  erected  into  a  State,  which 
they  suppose  afibrds  an  instance  of  the  capacity 
of  a  State  to  alienate  a  portion  of  its  supreme 
power.  A  recurrence  to  tnat  compact  will  mani* 
lest  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  effected  or  at- 
tempted. The  stipulations  either  relate  to  objects 
which  impose  no  municipal  restraints  on  the  su* 
pvemacy  of  Kentucky,  or  are  merely  declaratory 
of  a  recimrocity  of  rights  and  duties  which  would 
have  had  place,  without  such  declaration,  either 
by  force  of  the  law  of  nations  or  the  Federal 
Constitution,  but  were  inserted  from  abundant 
caution.  Thus^  the  ladEKis  of  non-residents  of  Ken- 
tucky were  not  to  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands 
of  residents :  a  result  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Stiites  had  already  virtually  secured^ 
dbck  But^  if  I  am  wrong  in  this,  I  pray  gentle- 
men to  put  tlieir  own  interpretation  on  the  com- 
pact between  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  show 
me  the  aid  they  expect  to  derive  from  it.  Let  me, 
tben,  admit  the  compact  stipulates  to  transfer  or 
impair  tl^e  legidative  power  of  one  of  these  States. 
This  transfer,  or  subduction,  either  deranges  some 
of  the  adjustments  of  power  previously  recognised 
by  the  Federal  Constitution,  or  it  does  not.  If  its 
tendency  be  to  derange  the  distribution  of  powers 
made  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  compact 
thus  far,  will  be  void.  But  i^  on  tne  other  hand, 
the  compact  has  no  manner  or  collision  with  the 
Federtil  Constitution^  it  will  be  valid,  and  take  its 
full  effect,  and  be  altogether  severed  out  of  the 
residuluy  powers  of  these  States,  which  hare  not 
beoQ  surrendered  to  this  Government.  I  would 
now  submit  this  question :  It  bein^  admitted  that 
the  States  have  a  capacity,  growmg  out  of  the 
residuary  powers,  whether  it  will  hence  follow 
that  the  Federal  Government  can,  out  of  its  dele- 
gated powers,  do  the  same  thing  ?  I  know  of  no 
middle  terms  to  serve  an  affirmative  conclusion. 
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The  ailment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  the  legitimacy  of  the  restriction  because 
it  only  prohibits  Missouri  from  doinff  wrong,  has 
been  sufficiently  refuted,  by  my  colleague,  (Mr. 
Barbour,)  who  has  brought  to  our  recollection 
the  true  character  of  the  question ;  that  is,  whe- 
ther Consress,  or  the  people  of  Missouri,  shall  de- 
cide in  rdation  to  domestic  slayery,  the  national 
Constitution  not  having  done  so?  And  I  only 
advert  to  this  head  to  express  my  surprise  that  the 
gentlemen  should  have  adopted,  as  a  necessary 
Unk  of  his  views,  the  principle  that  sovereigns  had 
no  right  to  tolerate  slavery,  after  he  had  placed 
his  restriction  on  the  ground  of  the  alienation  of 
sovereignty ^y  the  State  to  the  United  States; 
for,  if  sovereigns  have  no  such  right,  by  what 
means  can  they  alienate  what  they  have  not? 

The  same  gentleman  infers  our  power  to  estab- 
lish the  restriction  from  the  capacity  which  Con* 
gress  possesses  for  its  execution.  Congress,  he 
says,  may  agree  with  the  people  of  Missouri,  and 
hence  they  will  assent  to  impose  the  restriction 
themselves.  And,  if  they  will  not  otherwise  assent, 
Congress  may  thwart  their  wishes  by  makins  the 
Missouri  river  the  boundary  between  contemplated 
States,  and  so  divide  or  subdivide  the  inhabitants 
as  will  not  only  impose  inconvenient  dimensions 
on  the  new  States,  but  cause  a  postponement  of 
the  time  of  their  admission,  until  the  population 
of  each  of  such  divisions  may  be  sufficiently  numer- 
ous to  form  a  State.  I  acknowledge  that  power- 
ful means  are  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  which 
might  produce  a  strong  impression  on  the  fears  of 
those  who  oppose  our  designs.  Indeed,  Congress, 
having  a  legislative  authority  over  the  present 
Territory,  could  adopt  rigid  laws  and  regulations, 
to  waste  the  estates  and  persecute  the  persons  of 
the  obdurate  and  refractory;  nay,  we  could  repeal 
the  militia  system  of  the  Territory,  withdraw  the 
frontier  posts  and  troops^  inhibit  the  passage  of 
succors  across  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby  encour- 
age the  Osage,  and  other  Indians,  to  a  war  which 
would  probably  bring  the  Missourians  to  a  more 
mature  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing our  projects.  These  means,  which  partake  of 
the  character  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  jzen- 
Ueman  from  Pennsylvania,  of  splitting  their  Ter- 
ritory by  iuconvenient  partition  lines,  manifest  the 
physical,  not  the  moral  power  of  Conffress ;  after 
the  manner  of  the  highwayman,  who  demon- 
strates to  the  satisfaction  of  his  victim,  his  physi- 
cal, but  not  his  moral  or  just  title  to  the  money 
he  designs  to  acquire ;  and  much  in  the  way  of 
the  King  who  prevailed  with  the  Jewish  banker 
to  loan  him  his  money,  by  exercising  over  him  the 
power  (appertaining  to  sovereignty,  too)  of  draw- 
ing a  tooth  each  day,  until  the  contract  of  loan 
was  ratified. 

If  Congress  has  power  to  impose  the  restriction, 
it  must  first  be  denved  from  the  legislative  powers 
of  the  Constitution ;  or,  secondly,  it  must  be  ac- 
quired by  the  capacity  of  this  Government  to  make 
a  compact  for  that  object  with  Missouri.  Those 
who  assent  to  the  first,  or  legislative  power,  have 
relied  greatly  on  the  clause  which  inhibits  Con- 
gress from  preventing  the  migration  or  importa- 


tion of  such  persons  as  the  States  may  think  proper 
to  admit  previous  to  the  year  1818,  which  they 
suppose  implies  a  right  in  C^ongress  to  prohifailthe 
migration  from  State  to  State  after  that  epoch. 
Before  I  submit  my  own  views  in  relation  to  thi& 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  permit  me  to  make  a 
remark  in  corroboration  of  the  opinions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Greorgia,  (Mr.  Reid,)  and  oCher  ncn- 
restrictionists,  who  contend  that  the  word  migra- 
Hon  was  inserted  in  the  Constitution  fiom  abozH 
dant  caution,  lest  the  word  imporiation  should  scC 
imply  a  full  and  effectual  authority  son^t  to  be 
invested  in  Conj^ress  to  prohibit  the  bringing  in 
slaves  from  foreign  countries,  under  all  cirrazD- 
stances. 

Every  act  of  Congress,  passed  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Grovemment,  to  discourage  or  proyiBt 
the  foreign  slave  trade,  has  used  terms  of  pit^ 
bition  additional  to,  and  rather  broader  than,  sish 
ple  importation ;  in  proof  of  which  I  refer  you  to 
the  acts  of  22d  March,  1794;  10th  May,  1800; 
28th  February,  1803 ;  2d  March,  1807 ;  and  some 
amendatory  laws,  of  later  dates.  Without  |h^ 
tending  to  say  whether  a  mere  authority  to  inhibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  would  have  comprehend- 
ed the  prohibition  of  all  the  various  modes  by 
which  the  introduction  of  slaves  might  be  effected, 
I  would  merely  remark  that  there  can  be  nothiof 
strange  in  believing  that  the  Convention,  in  i^ 
solicitude  to  prohibit  the  foreign  trade,  might  hare 
deemed  it  prudent  to  employ  the  word  mipntw 
in  addition  to  imjfortation;  as  successive  lesnbtiTe 
bodies,  who  certainly  only  intended  to  proSiljit  the 
foreign  trade,  have  adopted  a  similar  method  of 
expression.  And,  although  our  construction  would, 
on  a  critical  scrutiny,  convict  this  portion  of  the 
Constitution  of  tautolog^f,  that  of  itself  would  not 
invalidate  the  interpretation ;  for  the  Conveotioa 
may  have  deemed  it  better  to  risk  such  impmatkm 
than  a  defeat  or  evasion  of  the  legislative  powers 
of  Congress.  Indeed,  the  Constitution  abounds  in 
'  tautological  terms,  instances  of  which  are  seen  io 
the  declarations  tnat  no  State  shall  lay  any  im- 
posts or  duties  on  imports ;  and  that  do  State  shall 
make  any  agreement  or  compact,  dbc. 

I  will  b^  leave  to  submit  the  view  of  thb  mi- 
ction or  importation  clause,  which  has  prevafled 
m  my  mind.  That  this  clause,  which  only  pro- 
hibits  Congress  from  the  exercise  of  a  branch  of 
its  power  until  1808,  does  not  in  itself  confer  any 
power  on  Congress,  is  yielded  by  all ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  admit  that  the  temporary  |Mohihitiofl 
afibrds  evidence  that  the  Constitution  contains  a 
Congressional  power  after  1808,  correspondent  to 
the  prohibition.  The  admission  I  make  is  of  the 
exiitenee  of  such  power  af^er  1808 ;  but  the  aeUaf 
and  more  precise  limitations  of  that  power  are  dif- 
ferent considerations,  and  must  be  sought  after  in 
some  other  place ;  for,  if  you  would  make  the  ex- 
cei)tioii6  or  temporary  prohibitions  of  the  Consti> 
tution  not  only  presumptions  of  the  exitUnee,  but 
evidence  of  the  extent,  of  correspondent  powen^ 
where  such  exception  fails  to  operate,  the  Consii- 
tution  would  be  totally  pi^erted,  and  the  whc^ 
attitude  of  the  Government  become  invertetf. 
Would  you  infer  from  the  prohibition  to  pass  cr 
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io8tfluiQ  laws,  that  Congress  can  pass  prospeetiye 
aws  in  all  cases  wbatsoerer ;  or  from  tne  prohibi- 
ion  to  pass  bills  of  attainder,  a  power  to  pass  all 
aws  of  a  ^neral  nature  to  punish  crimes ;  or  from 
he  prohibilion  of  trial  for  capital  offences,  except 
>y  indictment,  that  this  Goyemment  can,  hj  in- 
lictment,  punish  all  manner  of  offences?    Or 
vouid  you  not  rather  consider  these  inhibitions  as 
svidence  of  the  mere  txistmeB  of  correspondent 
lowers,  for  the  aieii^  of  which  it  was  necessary  to 
'efer  to  some  otheF  parts  of  the  Constitution,  in 
Mrhich  the  powers  were  granted?    The  Conven- 
ion  of  New  York,  in  adopting  the  Federal  Con- 
ititation,  aecomfMnied  the  ratification  with  some 
express  declarations;  one  of  which  was,  *<that 
those  clauses  in  the  said  Constitution  which  de- 
clare that  Congress  shall  not  have  or  exercise 
certain  powers,  do  not  imply  that  Congress  is  en* 
titled  to  any  powers  not  given  by  the  said  Consti- 
tution ;  but  such  clauses  are  to  be  constnied  either 
as  exceptions  to  certain  specified  powers,  or  as  in- 
serted merely  for  greater  caution."    Similar  dec- 
arations  were  made  by  the  conventions  of  other 
States.    I  am,  therefore;  authorized  to  require  gen- 
lemen  who  pretend  that  the  mimtion  and  impor- 
ation  clause  is  not  satisfied  by  reference  to  the 
ycrvrek  of  Congress  over  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
o  produce  some  other  portion  of  the  Constitution 
conferring  a  more  extensive  authority. 

I  will  now  go  in  quest  of  the  grants  of  power  to 
vhich  I  suppose  this  temporary  prohibition  has  an 
dlusion  :  tl^nce  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether 
hose  delegations  are  so  comprehensive  as  ^to  in- 
clude the  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri.*  We 
lU  yield  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
mportation  of  foreign  slaves,  and  that  the  tempo- 
ary  prohibition  has  a  relation  to  that  power.  I 
Qustj  therefore,  seek  for  that  power,  and  examine 
vhetner  it  be  broad  enough  to  include  other  and 
lifferent  objeets.  That  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
nerce  is  not  the  one  which  authorizes  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  slave  trade  has  been  amply  and  co- 
liously  proved  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Barbour,) 
.nd  other  gentlemen.  But  Congress  has  power  to 
iefine  and  punish  piracies  and  relonies  committed 
in  the  hiffn  seas,  and  (fences  against  the  law  of 
lations.  This  delegation  at  once  yields  to  Con- 
jess  the  power  which  ever^r  State  previously  pos- 
essed)  ot  not  only  punismng,  but  defining  the 
ififences  of  its  citizens  committed  in  foreign  places 
nd  on  the  ocean ;  for^  with  regard  to  such  con- 
uct  of  a  citizen  as  is  exempt  from  municipal 
ower  within  the  State,  its  character  will  depend 
n  the  definitions  and  punishments  prescribed  by 
/ongress.  Congress  may  consider  the  slave  trade 
s  ofiensive  against  the  laws  of  nations,  or  merely 
s  offensive  against  the  natural  rights  of  others, 
nd  proceed  to  define  and  punish  such  offence, 
/ongress,  in  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  has  al- 
rays  drawn  on  its  power  to  define  and  j^unish 
rimes  and  offence  aoroad,  and  occurring  in  in- 
srnational  intercourse.  Accordingly  the  acts  of 
794,  1800,  1807,  and  other  laws  on  this  subject, 
bound  throughout  with  directions  concerning 
bels,  prizes,  indictments,  definitions* of  ounces, 
enalties  and  imprisonment.    These  acts  are  all 


warranted  by  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  strike  out  that  clause  would  leave  every  of  them 
unsupported  by  authority.  Indeed,  Congress  has 
hitherto,  with  accuracy  and  precision,  confined 
itself  to  the  limitations  dictated  by  that  clause ; 
for,  in  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Territories,  the  acts 
confine  the  offence  to  foreign  importations,  and  to 
slaves  which  might  have  l^n  imported  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  States.  No  one,  however, 
will  pretend  that  the  power  to  define  and  punish 
offences  in  the  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  on 
the  high,  seas,  or  a^nst  the  law  of  nations,  could 
authorize  the  prohibition  of  carrying  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  much  less  to  prohibit  the 
Lenslature  of  a  State  from  tolerating  slavery 
witnin  its  limits. 

In  consequence  of  the  solemn  decisions  of  the 
national  Judiciary,  it  has  become  a  settled  princi- 

Ele  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  powers  granted 
y  Congress  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  States 
whenever  such  concurrent  exertion  of  authority 
could  by  anv  possibility  lead  to  collision  between 
the  Federal  and  State  laws.  If,  then.  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  the  State  Legislatures  must 
be  destitute  of  that  power — a  consequence  of  which 
would  bCy  that  all  the  present  and  past  State  laws 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  other 
States  would  be  null ;  the  great  number  of  slaves 
hitherto  liberated  under  those  laws,  and  their  de- 
scendants, would  return  to  bondage,  and  the  South- 
ern slaveholder  be  now  entitled  to  remove  with  and 
hold  his  slaves  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
the  Eastern  States. 

I  have  already  submitted  some  remarks,  but  not 
all  that  have  occurred  to  me,  in  relation  to  the 
supposed  capacity  of  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
by  a  compact  with  Missouri.  I  have  not  intended 
to  adhere  tenaciously  to  method  in  this  discussion, 
because  the  superior  ability  with  which  other  gen- 
tlemen have  illustrated  some  of  the  topics  involved 
has  rendered  such  a  course  unnecessary  on  my 
part.  This  alleged  capacity  of  conipact  must,  in 
my  opinion,  be  unavailing  to  our  opponents,  even 
if  conferreu  on  the  Government;  for  a  compact 
derives  its  foroe  from  the  mutual  assent  of^the 
parties;  and  Missouri  will  not  consent  to  make 
the  contract,  nor  can  you  refuse  to  admit  her  into 
the  Union  until  she  shall  become  willing,  because 
the  treaty  of  cession  in  Louisiana  (as  I  shall  pre- 
sently endeavor  to  show)  obliges  this  Government 
in  good  faith  to  admit  Missouri. 

It  is  proposed  to  negotiate  a  compact  or  treaty 
with  Missouri  to  insert  an  irrevocable  inhibition 
against  slavery  in  her  constitution.  This  House 
is  then  made  to  partake  with  the  President  and 
Senate  in  the  treaty-making  power.  Be  it  so. 
The  convention  of  New  York,  which  ratified  the 
Federal  Constitution,  declared  ihnU  no  treaty  shofM 
ht  oonstmed  so  to  operate  as  to  alter  the  constitution  of 
amy  SUOe;  but  the  delegration  from  that  State  seem 
now  to  perceive  that  a  treaty  which  can  effect  no 
sort  of  aneration  of  an  old  constitution  may  make 
a  new  one.  The^  proposed  stipulation  witn  Mis- 
souri would  dislocate  the  tenth  article  of  the 
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ameiidineiits  to  the  ConsUtation,  whieh  declares 
that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  Uie  States,  are  reserred  to 
the  States  respectirely,  or  to  the  people.  This 
power  in  relation  to  domestic  slavery  would  not 
remain  or  be  reserved  to  the  State  or  people  of 
Missouri,  but  would  be  withheld  from  them  by 
this  Government.  As  the  restriction  or  eoinpact 
with  Missouri  would  grow  out  of  an  act  of  Uon* 
gress^  and  as  all  acts  of  Congress  are  objects  of 
cognizance  bv  the  Federal  JudUciary,  this  Gorem- 
ment,  throufn  its  Szecutive  and  Judiciary  depart- 
ments, would  succeed  to  a  sort  of  anomalous  and 
invidious  authority  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
new  State,  unlike  what  is  found  in  all  the  other 
States,  and  contrary  to  any  conception  which 
could  nave  been  entertained  by  the  framers  of  the 
-  Confederacy.  The  authors  of  the  Federalist,  in 
expounding  the  Constitution  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  persuading  them  to  its  ratification,  urged 
that  no  apprehension  should  be  entertained  of  ty- 
ranny, or  abuse  of  power,  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, inasmuch  as  the  powers  reserved  to  the 
States  over  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property^  of  the 
people,  would  insure  to  the  Stales  a  weight  and 
influence  sufficient  to  check,  and  frequency  con- 
trol the  operations  of  the  Federal  Government. 
But  what  Becomes  of  the  balances  of  public  secu- 
rity, (I  ask  you,)  if  Congress  be  permitted  to  ob- 
literate the  great  lines  of  demarcation  established 
by  the  Constitution  by  buying  in  first  one  and 
then  another  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  ? 
By  such  means  a  few  years  hence  might  present 
us  a  confederacy  between  this  Government  and 
the  new  Western  States  very  difi*erent  in  its  char- 
acter and  import  from  the  constitution  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  probably  dangerous  to  their 
safety,  as  it  would  comprehend  interests  in  which 
thOT  could  have  no  participation. 

The  treaty  of  the  30th  of  AprU,  1803,  by  which 
France  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  im- 
poses an  expiess  obligation  on  this  Government  to 
admit  the  Inhahilaats  of  the  ceded  country  into 
the  Federal  Union  as  soon  as  possible.  The  gen^ 
tleman  from  New  York  f Mr.  Tatlor)  has  sur- 
prised us  with  an  avowal  that  the  Government 
was  not,  and  never  would  be,  bound  to  admit  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  as  a  State,  and  that  the  re- 
quisition of  the  treaty  would  oe  discharged  by 
merely  niflferine  that  country  to  renuiin  appended 
by  a  Territorial  government.  The  terms  of  the 
treaty  are,  however,  too  palpable  to  admit  of  hesi- 
tation; they  provide  both  for  the  protection  of 
the  country,  as  a  territory,  and  for  tne  admission 
of  the  same  afterwards,  as  a  State  or  States ;  the 
third  article  providing  that  the  inhabitants  shall 
be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States, 
and  admitted,  as  so<»i  as  possible^  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution^.to  the  en^ 
joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immun- 
ities, of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  they  shall  be  protected,  dbc.  It  being 
not  an  act  of  Congress,  but  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, which  is -to  govern  the  admission,  and  it  only 
providing  for  the  admission  of  new  States,  the  ad- 
miPfion  as  a  State  or  States  must  have  been  in- 


tended. Permit  me  to  aak  the  genileBom  what  is 
meant  by  the  protection  to  be  amrded  m  the  mas 
time,  or  what  that  mean  time  is  ? 

It  evidently  relates  to  the  territorial  coaditiaD 
of  Louisiana  before  it  becomes  posahle,  as  the 
treaty  expresses  it,  %o  admit  her  as  «  free  State. 
The  treaty  binds  us  to  a  mere  temporary  nrotec- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  releaaes  ns  firom  fiutha 
protection  after  their  admission  into  the  UnioB, 
Decause,  when  a  free  State,  they  coold  protect 
themselves.  In  truth,  the  treaty  oiuy  eontefflpbled 
to  transfer  to  us,  permanent y,  that  qoalifiea  BU^ 
fiance  of  the  people,  which  is  due  from  the  iohtb- 
itants  of  the  old  States  to  the  Federal  GovcnuDeat, 
although  I  will  not  deny  the  authoritj  w&Mae  ot 
necessity,  and  reco^ised  by  the  treaty^  to  esiddish 
a  temporary  provisional  goventment  in  the  terri- 
tory, until  It  should  become  possible  to  adout  the 
territory  as  States.  Mark  the  treatjr :  The  people 
of  the  ceded  territory  are  to  be  admitted  to  all  the 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  Scales,  bn- 
mnnities  are  exemptions  and  freedom  litim  author- 
ity, power,  or  burdens,  and  univerBall^  so  nader- 
stood.  It  has  always  had  that  significatioB  ii 
charters  and  public  writing^  in  relation  to  the 
church  and  the  colonies,  and  Ms  sustained  iu origi- 
nal meaning  ever  since  its  use  m  the  charter  ot 
Henry  the  Third,  to  the  city  of  London,  and  hour 
much  earlier  I  cannot  say.  If,  therefore,  the  citt- 
zens  of  the  old  States  are  entitled  to  an  exempcios 
from  the  interference  of  this  Gkiveniment,  ssrai 
only  as  to  the  powers  derived  from  the  OoostitB- 
tion^  and  if,  also,  the  inhabitants  west  tii  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi are  entitled  to  the  same  immunaies,  they 
must  be  entitled  to  govern  themselves  as  an  Amer- 
ican State.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  av 
sumes  a  tone  towards  these  people,  rery  difirmt 
from  that  of  bur  puhlic  authorities,  "whenaapdriaf 
and  seeking  to  conciliate  the  aneetions  of  tha: 
country.  He  would  have  them  ibrever  snbiect  to 
our  abisolute  authority,  without  the  advantage  of 
representation  or  self-^oremmeDt.  Bot,  Mr.  M- 
fersoo,  in  hi^  public  message  of  January  6,  I90i 
announcing  the  ai^rition  of  Looimna.  ^ofin 
'  to  Congress  and  tlje  country  his  sincere  coagrat- 

*  nktions  on  the  important  acquisition,  so  faverabk 
^  to  the  interests,  peace,  and  security  of  the  nation, 
'  which  added  to  our  conntr|r  territories  so  extes- 
'  tiive  and  fertile,  and  to  our  citizetis,  new  hrechreB. 
^  to  partake  of  tne  bleosings  of  freedom  and  self- 

*  goveroment.^' 

Qovernor  Claibortfe,  in  his  first  address  to  tii^ 
people,  oa  taking  poaaession  of  the  ooantry,  is- 
Ibrmed  them  ''  that  the  American  people  received 
'  them  as  brothers,  and  would  hasten  to  extend  to 
'  them  a  participation  in  those  inestimable  right: 
^  which  had  formed  the  basis  Of  their  own  nnex- 
^  ampled  prosperity.''  -Congress,  by  the  7th  secti^ 
of  the  act  of  3d  March,  18^  expresly  recognises 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  territory,  onder  the 
treaty  of  1803,  to  form  a  constitution  and  Stais 
government,  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Unks 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States,  in  all  if^ 
snects  whatever.  And  yet  the  gentleman  frm 
New  York  says,  their  admission  into  the  UnioB  a 
an  act  of  courtesy  on  our  part,  dependi^  only  en 
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sxpedieney,  and  that  we  are  mider  dd  obligation 
»yer  to  admit  them. 

Although  geotlemen  should  hare  ability  to  es- 
tablish the  nower  of  Congresa  to  impose  lestrictions 
is  the  coaditioa  of  the  admission  of  new  States, 
ret,  as  they  also  admit  the  power  of  Congress  to 
idmit  without  restriction,  and  as  the  Qoremment 
tias  given  its  solemn  pledge,  by  the  treaty,  to  admit 
the  people  of  this  territory,  the  refusal  now  to  ad- 
aa.it  them  into  the  Union,  unless  on  their  perform- 
ince  of  a  condition,  suggested  at  our  pteamei^and 
[iot  stipulated  for  in  the  treaty,  would  be  a  breach 
:>f  faith  on  our  part,  incapable  of  disguise.  Good 
faith  required  us  to  give  notice  oil  and  insert  in 
3ur  obligation,  any  condition  which  we  intended 
to  exact  werious  to  a  fulfiknent  on  our  part.-  We 
should  tnen  hare  teserred  the  discretion  now 
slaimed,  as  was  done  by  the  treaty  of  alUanoe  with 
Prance,  of  the  6th  February,  1778^  providing  that 
the  northern  British  coh>ntes,  or  islands  of  Ber- 
nudas,  should,  if  conqueied,  he  confederated  with, 
3r  dependent  upon,  the  United  States-;  and  as  was 
ibo  done  by  the  treaty  with  the  Delaware  nation 
>f  Indians,  of  the  17th  September,  1778,  in  which 
the  stipulation  that  theDelawares  9^d  certain  other 
;ribes  should  £onn  a  State,  and  hare  a  repiesenta- 
ion  in  Congress,  was  made  to  depend  on  the  subse- 
|uent  approbation  of  Congress. 

We  nave  long  been  convinced  that  ours  is  the 
>nly  free  country  on  earth ;  that  the  colonies  ad- 
jacent to  us  are*  the  objects  of  tyranny,  cruelty, 
ind  oppression,  at  all  times  willing  to  become  ours 
>y  revolt  or  otherwise,  and  that  the  advantage  of 
iuch  a  connexion  is  incalculable  to  them.  Let  us, 
However,  beware  of  the  injustice  to  which  we  may 
!>e  tempted  l>y  national  pride.  It  is  certain  that 
[jouisiana  has  been  aggrandized  hj  her  conffexion 
9vith  the  United  States,  but  a  review  of  her  con- 
lition,  previous  to  her  change  of  masters^  may  oc* 
;aaion  a  doubt  whether  the  old  inhahitai^)  on 
whose  behalf  the  stipulations  of  the^treaty  were 
nserted,  were  improved  in  their  circumstances  by 
:he  cession.  The  Spanish  Government  afforded 
iie  inhabitants  their  land«  gratuitously.  By  the 
)rdinance  of  1793,  the  inodiitaats  of  Louisiana 
md  the  Floiidas  wese  admitted  to  a  free  com^ 
nerce  With  Europe  and  America.  No  exception 
Ls  to  the  articles  sent  or  to  be  received^  Tobacco 
md  aU  other  articles,  the  mtroduotion  of  which 
ato  Spain  had  been  prohibited  from  other  places, 
Tvere  allowed  to  be  taken  from  these  provinces. 
The  importalion  of  foreign  rice  into  Spain  was 
irohibited  for  the  avow^  pnrnose  of  encouiagiag 
ts  growth  in  Louisiana  and  tile  Flortdas ;  'all  ar- 
icles  exported  from  Spain  to  theM  provinces  were 
ree  of  auty,  and  a  drawback  oi  the  duties,  which 
lad  been  paid  on  foreign  articles  was  allowed. 
The  articles  exported  from  those  provinces  to  Spain 
firere  free  of  duty,  whether  consumed  in  Spain,  or 
e-exported  <o  foreigfn  comitries.  The  same  ordi- 
lance  had  also  provided  that  a  preference  should 
te  given  to  all  the  ptroductions  of  Louisiana  and 
he  Floridas,  by  prohibiting  their  importation  from 
breign  countries,,  whenever  those  provinces  should 
produce  sufficient  quantities  for  the  consumption 
,f  Spain.    The  goYeraments  of  these  provmced 


were  mild  and  lurovident,  haviuj^  been  ^ided  by  a 
policy  which  afforded  a  security  against  Indian 
depredation,  which  had  not  always  been  the  good 
fortune  of  our  frontiers.  I  think,  if  this  p^jple 
were  indeed  miserable,  their  sufferinc^  were  not 
imputable  to  their  old  government.  We  have  di- 
vorced them  from  their  ancient  associations,  and 
given  birth  and  encouragement  in  that  country  to 
new  objects  of  emulation,  by  engaging  to  coupie 
their  destiny  (m  the  language  of  Governor  Clai- 
borne), with  our  own  unexampled  prosperity,  and 
the  world  must  now  witness  with  what  sincerity 
or  ill  £uth  we  aire  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  per- 
formance of  our  coinpact. 

How  is  it,  sir,  that  this  Crovemment  attenmts  to 
]nohibit  slavery  in  the  country  west  of  the  Mi8si3' 
sippi  1  Our  Govemmefcit  knew,  in  the  acquisition 
ot  the  country,  that  the  people  held  slaves  by  a 
title  equally  legitimate  with  their  claim  to  their 
lands  and  cattle.  Indeed^  the  American  Govern- 
ment previously  well  knew  that  species  of  property 
had  inet  with  extraordinary  encouragement  by  the 
Spanish  authorities;  for  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  Lo^iaiia  had  been  adnutted  free  of  duty,  and 
even  the  exportation  of  silver  to  purchase  slaves 
was  tolerated,  which  regulations  were  known  to 
our  Government^  as  appears  by  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Short,  th^  American  Minister  at  Madrid,  to  our 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  tot  July,  1793.  Also, 
besides  the  land  granted  to  emi^nts  for  cultiva- 
tion and  imorovemetats^  an  additional  quantity  was 
granted  to  tne  master  for  every  slave  removed  into 
Louisiana.  The  Spanish  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes  had  made  effectual  provision  for  the  ample 
security  of  the  property  on  the  savage  frontier,  as 
is  manifest  by  the  treaties  of  1784,  between  the 
Spanish  authorities  and  the  Tallapuche,  Chicka- 
saW)  Choctaw,  and  other  frontier  tribes.  Our 
Gk>vernment  was  apprixed  of  these  treaties ;  our 
Minister  at  Madrid  having  transmitted  copies  of 
them  to  the  Secre|ary  of  State  in  1793;  and,  in- 
deed, the  treaty  of  1795.  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  in  the  fifth  article,  has  a  recognition 
of,  or  at  least  reference  to,  those  Indian  treaties. 

The  American  Government,  with  full  know- 
ledge of  all  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, expressly  stipulated  in  the  treaty  by  which 
it  acquired  Louisiana,  that  th$  MatUcmta  riwtUd  he 
uurfntoiMd  fmdpf^oUOidin  tkeflte  et^oyment  of  their 
pmpertp.  Yet,  the  amendment  of  the.  gentleman 
from  New  York  aimn  to  vanquish  that  property. 
This  clause  of  the  treaty  has,  in  my  humble  opin- 
ion, been  greatly  maltreated  in  the  speech  ddivercd^ 
at  the  last  aeamon,  in  one  branch  of  Congress,  by 
an  honorable,member  from  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lous States  of  the  Union.  It  cannot  be  improper 
to  have  an  allusion  to  it  now,  as  its-  sentiments  are 
-not  difeent  from  those  'Oipoused  by  the  restric- 
tionists,  in  support  of  this  amendment.  It  was 
said,  and  is  yet  uisedj  that  the  stipulation  to  main- 
tain and  protect  toe  inhabitants  m  their  property, 
could  be  only  applied  to  the  slaves  held  by  them 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

This  niggardly  attempt  to  shelter  our  Govern- 
ment from  the  manifest  import  of  its  own  obliga- 
tion, and  from  vijutt  would  have  been  its  duty, 
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without  express  stipulation,  is  too  well  adapted  to 
excite  a  fedinff  in  which  I  shall  not  pennit  myself 
to  indulge.  The  inhabitants  of  I^uisiana  will 
naturallv  ask  themselves  how  this  comports  with 
the  proiessions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union,  who,  in  announcing  our  possession  ^of  the 
country,  congratulated  the  nation  on  the  acquisi- 
tion ot  new  brethren  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of 
freedom  and  self-government.  They  must  arrive 
at  the  melancholy  conclusion  that  we  consider  the 
treaty  of  cession  as  articles  of  capitulation  of  a 
fallen  enemy.  Nor,  as  articles  of  capitulation, 
could  we,  in  conscience,  insist  for  this  limited  or 
rather  mangled  interpretation.  Even  a^  robber, 
who  had  received  his  Uack  maUj  or  extorted  rev- 
enue, on  a  promise  that  he  would  not  depredate 
your  property^  would  be  disgraced  among  his  com- 
rades oy  a  quibble  or  pretence  that  you  were  only 
to  be  safe  in  your  property  to-day,  but  that  to- 
morrow was  a  different  thing.  To  what  condition 
woul^  society  be  reduced  if  public  assurances  for 
the  protection  of  prcyperty  only  applied  to  the  prop- 
erty held  at  the  instant  ?  Every  batter  or  exchange 
of  property  would  exempt  us  from  the  protection. 
Children,  would  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  treaty,  if  bom  after  its  date,  and  all  who  be- 
came inhabitants  or  citizens  after  its  date  would 
be  excluded  from  the  treaty  and  from  the  rights  of 
citizens.  Their  lands  are  not  secured  otherwise 
than  their  slaves, -and  would  therefore  be  subject 
to  the  same  confiscation.  The  same  interpretation, 
if  applied  to  that  portion  of'  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion which  secures  private  property,  would  only 
afford  protection  to  the  property  held  in  1787, 
when  the  Constitution  was  made;  alid,'by  the 
same  rule,  we  must  be  deprived  of  all  authority 
over  the  Territories,  for  the  clause  giving  to  Con- 
gress authority  to  make  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  ^vern  and  dispose^f  the  Territories,  being, 
adopted  in  1787,  could  not  be  extended  to  Louis^ 
ana,  acquired  afterwards.  A  free  Government 
protects  or  affects  the  property  of  its>  citizens 
throuffh  the  medium  of  its  laws,  and  in  that  re- 
spect  has  a  discretionary  power  to  make,  alter,  and 
repeal  those  laws.  The  sovereign  authority  makes 
treaties  as  well  as  laws;  and,  if  sueh  treaty  con- 
tains a  promise  to  maintain  and  protect  property, 
it  evidently  relates  to  the  discretion  of  the  sover- 
eign to  make  laws  affecting  p»roperty,  and  includes 
a  pledge  of  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  )aws 
under  which  property  is  held  and  protected.  But, 
if  the  infraction  of  such  treaty  be  designed,  the 
sovereign  authority  proceeds  to  impair  or  alter  the 
laws  for  the  protection  of  property,  and  has  no 
other  means  or  violating  such  a  treaty. 

We  violate  the  treaty  of  cession  if  we  repeal  the 
laws  of  LfOuisiana,  which  maintain  and  protect 
their  property.  France,  in  1702,  ceded  this  same 
province  of  Louisiana  to  Spain  by  a  treaty,  with 
injunctions  for  the  protection  of  property ;  and,  in 
proof  of  the  sense  entertained  by  the  parties  of  the 
import  of  that  treaty,  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  the 
Kins  of  France  to  L'Abbadie.  the  commandant 
of  the  province,  to  deliver  up  tne  possession,  and 
expressine  the  King's  expectation  that  the  magis- 
tracy would  continue  to  administer  justice  accord- 


ing to  the  laws,  forms,  and  usages  of  the  oobiT. 
The  cession  by  Virginia,  to  Congreas,  of  tk 
Northwest  Territory,  dated  March,- 1784,  prarides 
that  the  French  inhabitants,  and  other  settles  cf 
the  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincents,  and  the  neighboriaf 
villages^  who  had  professed  themaelves  citizee^ 
of  Virginia,  should  have  their  property  secured, 
and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  risb^ 
and  liberties. 

When  Congress,  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  es- 
tablished laws  for  the  govemmcnt  of  the  Tenitorr, 
it  expressed  a  proviso  that  they  should  not  be  eon- 
stru^  to  infringe  on  the  laws  affecting  the  pro- 
perty of  those  inhabitants.  In  the  same  ceswa 
from  Virginia,  there  were  other  stipnlatioas  re- 
quired on  the  part  of  Congresa,  in  relation,  too^  to 
the  mere  advanta^  of  the  iahafaitaats  of  the 
ceded  territory,  in  like  manner  as  the  atipaktiHis 
in  the  cession  from  France  contained  elmxaa  icr 
the  protection  of  propertv,  and  for  inoorpotaiioiim 
the  Union,  for  the  mere  benefit  of  the  inhahitaats. 
But,  when  Congress  became  deatrons  to  exercise  a 
more  ample  discretion  as  to  the  circumstances  u^- 
der  which  th6  new  States  of  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory should  be  admitted,  it  made  appiicatxm  tc 
Virginia,  being>the  other  party  to  the  contract,  (a 
her  consent,  as  wxQ  be  seen  by  the  reaoliicioii  of  the 
Old  Congress,  of  July  the  7th,  1786.  Yet  the  ad- 
vocates of  restriction  do  not  think  of  applyisf. 
either  to  France  or  the  inhabitants  of  T^k»M 
for  consent  to  the  exercise  of  re^iulatioiis  which  re- 
peal the  treaty  of  cession.  Tlus  natioB,  whether 
considered  with  rejfard  to  its  municipal  institatia&s, 
or  its  character  ansing  from  its  diplomatic  inla- 
course,  is  the  last  from  which  the  world  eooid  ex- 
pect a  disregard  of  public  faith,  by  a  vioiation  of 
the  lawful  and  pre-existing  rdations  between  the 
people  of  Missouri  and  their  slaves. 

Previous  to  the  treaty  of  cession,  it  was  knowa 
to  aU  the  world  that  these  States  recognised  slaves 
as  property,  and,  indeed,  that  the  political  bond 
which  knotted  together  their  interests  and  energies 
had  some  of  its  most  conspicuous  featmcs  in  as 
adjustment  of  its  proportions  to  the  inteiesti  or 
rights  of  slaveholders. 

The  first  essay  by  this  Qovonment  of  its  diplo- 
matic correspondence  with  any  European  nanoAf 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  is  finad  in 
an  effort  to  obtain  from  the  British  Govemmem 
compensation  for  slaves  carried  off"  by  die  Eong's 
troops  in  evacuating  the  countiy,  for  which  I 
quote  the  correspondence  of  the  Praident  of  the 
United  States  with  Gouvemeor  Morris,  onr  confi- 
dential agent  in  Eimme,  in  - 1789.  Oar  Gorem- 
ment  in  1791,  through  the  ageiicy  of  Mr.  Seagrove, 
its  public  commissioner,  negotiated  with  the  Gk>T- 
emor  of  Bast  Florida  to  issue  such  proclamation 
and  permanent  ordere  as  would  prevent  fbcitive 
slaves  from  the  United  States  from  taking  shelter 
in  Florida;  and  our  treaties  with  the  boiderisf 
Indian  nations  have  made  effectual  provisiaB 
against  the  violation  of  property  in  slaves,  fx 
which,  see  the  treaties  with  the  Dda wares,  Che^ 
okees,  Chickasaw^  Creeks,  and  oUier  nations. 

The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  before  the  cesssv^ 
had  acquired  a  great  portion  of  their  slaves  torn 
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with  amendments,  and  referred      -        -    643 
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Aldrich,  Gustavus,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 

reported  with  amendments  to  the  amend- 
ments -------    666 

the  Senate  concur  in  all  bat  the  third        -    676 
Alexandria,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  a  memorial  ot 
the  citizens  of,  against  any  change  in  the 
Judiciary  system  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, referred    -----    626 

Allen,  Sarah,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives allowing  to,  the  bounty  land  due 
to  her  deceased  son,  read        -        -        -      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      47 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -      78 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      84 

Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  a  message  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  they  had 
appointed,  Chaplain      •        -        -        -      21 

Alna,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 

ing  a  road  from,  to  Gardiner  -        -        .    276 
agreed  to,  aod  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee 800 

American  Colonisation  Society*  Mr.   Pinkney 

presented  the  memorial  of  the       -        •    360 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        -    460 

American  Seamen,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  the  re- 
lief and  protection  of     -        -        -        -      77 

Annual  Expense  of  Surveys,  Ac,  Mr.  Trimble 
submitted  a  resolution  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Tieasory  to  cauae  to  be  pre- 
pared a  statement  of  the        ...    660 

considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    666 
Annuities  to  Indians,  or  Tribes,  Mr.  Sanford  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  lay  before  tbe  Senate  at 
their  next  session  a  statement  of  all        -    616 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    620 
Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 

said  committee  dischsrged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee    -        -      36 

an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in       -     106 
Apportionment  of  RepresenUtives  for  Massacha- 
setts  and  Maine;  Mr.  Mellen,  on  leave, 
introduced  a  bill  for  the,  read        -        -    494 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    497 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    640 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •  657 
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ArkansM  Territoiy,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of 
ReprMenUtivei  aathorizing  the  appoint- 
meDt  of  A  register  and  receiver  for  Law- 
rence county  in,  read    ...        -    470 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    473 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        .     479 
oHered  to  a  third  reading         ...    491 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    496 
a  bill  relative  to  the,  read  -        .        -        .    695 
read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .    697 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    ^2 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -     605 
the  President  oommanicated  a  memorial  of 

the  Legislature  of,  referred    ...    599 
the  committee  discharged  ....    650 

Army,  Mr.  Wilson  ■ubmitted  a  resolution  in- 
structing the  Military  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to 
officers  of  the,  a  specific  sum  monthly,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  rations,  dbc         ...      76 
considered,  and  referred    -        .     .   -        -      78 
Army  Register,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the,  for  each 
member         ......      68 

Atwater,  Moses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 
claim  of,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Claims 255 

said  committee  discharged        ...     694 
Auction  Sales,  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  re- 
spectively, presented  memorials  of  mer^ 
X  chants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  du- 
ties may  be  laid  on,  referred  ...    367 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  another,  to  the  same 

effect    -        -        -        -      .-        -        -    873 
all  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce    425 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  aundry  other  memo- 
rials on  the  subject,  referred   -        -     425,  429 
Mr.  Wilson,  the  same       -        .        .        .    454 
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albitt,  Jacob,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ... 
read  a  second  time  .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
BadoUet,  John,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  me 

morial  of,  referred  .... 
Baker,  Edward,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  pre 
■ented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  President,  d&c,  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  refer- 
red      --.---. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Horsey  presented 
the  netition  of,  fur  renewsl,  &c.,  referred 

Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of  the,  praying  an  extension  of 
their  charter,  referred    .... 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Logan  submitted 
a  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation  to 

the 

considered,  and  negatived  .        -        .        . 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  three  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on   the,  and  iu  affairs,  wera*^ 
ordered  to  be  printed    ....    462 
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75 


25 


40 

68 


Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memoml 
of  a  number  of  merchants  of  Boston,  and 
other  towns  of  Massachusetts,  praying  the 
passage  of  a,  referred      .        .        .       . 

Banks,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolntioos 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the  Conftitii* 
tion,  limiting  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish,  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  resd 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to  the  same 

Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from 

the  Honse  of  Representatives  concemiof 

the,  twice  read,  and  referred  - 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  from  the 

Alexandria  banks,  suggesting  amendmeoti 

to  the  said  bill        -        -        .        -      - 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  resolutions  ooncen- 

ing  the  -        .        •        *        ... 

one  of  said  resolutions  agreed  to         •      - 

report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  resd     - 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  ihow- 

ing  the  atate  of  the        .... 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amead- 

ments   ....        .       .      . 

Baptist  Denomination,  a  bill  to  inoorporsts  a 

General  Convention  of  the,  in  the  Die* 

trict  of  Columbia,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    .... 

indefinitely  postponed        ... 

Barbour,  James,  President  pro  /ent.,  attended 
remarks  o^  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the 

Maine  bill  • 

speech  of,  on  the  amendment  uniting  Mis- 
souri in  the  same  bill  ... 
on  the  amendment  restricting  slaveiy 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lands 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  UII 
on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  Navigation  bill 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Ansj 
in  domestic  manufactures 

Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legsl  repreeeo 
tatives  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present 
ed  the  petition  of,  referred 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  claim  of.  read,  and  referred 

on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the 

Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Campbell's  letter  to 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  the  copj 

asked  for,  referred  .        .        .       • 

the  committee  discharged  from  its  farther 

consideration  .        .        .        .      - 

Barn,  anecdote  of  the  burning  of  a,  during  the 

battle  of  the  River  Raisin 
Bamett,  Mark,  and  William  Perry,  Mr.  Tojlor 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
Baron,  Antoine,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        .        .        -       - 
Bairow,  Matthew,  a  bill  fer  the  relief  of,  read   - 
read  a  second  time    •       -       .       •      - 
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Burrow,  Matthew— continned.                             Page, 
bill  referred  to  tlie  Military  Committee      -  85 
reported  withoat  amendment     •        -        •  27 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        .  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued  -        -        -  34 
Baiey,  Sismnnd,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      • .       •>        -        -        •  637 
committee  discharged        ....  676 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...  600 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  663 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        •  678 
Bay,  Eliha  H.,  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Charles 
Roberts,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memo- 
rial of;  referred 368 

committee  discharged        -        -        -        -661 
Bayly,  Monntjoy,  8ergeant-at-Arms,  dbc,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  anthoriied  to 

appoint  an  assistant,  dec        -        -        -  11 

Beall,  Samnel  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        .        .  692 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        -  637 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  676 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  678 

Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House 

for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred        -  692 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  612 

third  reading  negatired      ....  662 

Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
leeentatiTes  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred          ......  602 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  673 
Bent,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  644 

adverse  report  thereon      ....  689 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  694 
Bermuda,  Mr.  Sanlbrd  presented  a  statement  of 
the  trad^  for  one  year  between  the  port 

of  New  York  and  Island  of,  referred       •  42 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  of,  was  referred,  was  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  thereof    -  676 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -  696 
Berry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -  66 

adverse  report  thereon      -        •        -        -  60 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  101 

Berxat,  Susan,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -  •  429 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...  498 
read  a  second  time  .  -  -  -  -  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  612 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  616 
Betts,  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  480 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  and  referred      -        -  600 
reported  without  amendment     ...  623 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  664 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  673 
Bigger's  Company  of  Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  praying  compensation  to,  referred  37  L 
adverse  report  thereon       «        •        .        .  436 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  439 
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Binns's  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies  of,  read      -        -        .        .      24 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .      29 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      33 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia 
said  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  Roberts 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  Krafik,  referred 
adverse  reports  on  both  petitions 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 
Blackburn,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams 
of  Tennessee  presented  the  remonstrance 

of,  referred •    472 

reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  ....... 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      ... 

Blakely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the 

petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others, 

praying  that  the  town  of,  may  be  made 

a  port  of  entry,  referred         ... 

a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at,  read   - 

read  a  second  time 499 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    60S 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    605 

Boislevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  petition  of,  resd        -        -    638 
Boisson,  Lewis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    277 
Bonds  of  Collectors,  dtc,  Mr.  Dickerson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of    - 
referred  to  a  select  committee    - 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig< 
nate  certain,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boundary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr 
Taylor  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  first  mentioned  State,  re- 
specting the,  referred     i,        .        . 

Bowie  and  Kurtz,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  me 
morial  of,  referred  ... 

a  favorable  report  thereon 
considered  and  concurred  in,  and  bills  or- 
dered   -----. 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of  Alabama 
presented  the  petition  of        •        - 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurr 
Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of 
read  a  first  time        .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
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Drad«n,  Eiiubeth — coDtma«d.                           Pt^e.  | 
bill  reported  withoat  amendment       •        -  675 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  623 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed          -        -  626 
Brady,  Jamee,  Mr.  Roberta  preaented  the  peti- 
tion off  referred    •        .        •        -        •  82 
the  committee  diacharged  -        .        -        -  676 
Biitiah  claims  to  landa,  Mr.  Wiiliami,  ofMifai*- 
aippi,  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legia- 
lature  of  that  State,  respecting  certain, 
referred         ......  631 

committee  diseharged       -        -        >        -  651 

Brown,  Jamea,  of  Lonisiana,  attended      .        .  9 
remarks  ot,  on  tbe  bill  for  adjnatmant  of 

land  claims    ......  600 

on  the  navigation  bill        •        -        -        -  586 

on  the  Winters'  claim       ....  608 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army,  dtc         -  669 
Brown,  Noah,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        «        -        •  34 

adverse  report  thereon        ....  42 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -431 
Brown,  James,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 41 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  623 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  588 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -  695 

Brown,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  OUs  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred 
Brown  Antoine.    (See  HarpoU,  George.) 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  referred    •        -        . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

B«ekminiter,  Thomas.    (See  Shipky^  Ether, 

administrator.) 
Bnckner,  Richard.     (See  Jonee,  CharUe^  Jr,) 
Bnilkey,  Benjamin,  G.,  the  President  commi»- 
nicated  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  • 
Buoys,  Mr.  Stokes  submitted  a  reaolotion  for 
placing,  in  the  several  inlets,  dbc  on  the 
cosst  of  North  Carolina 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Committee  of 
Commerce    ..•«-. 
Bardine,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  twice  read 
read  the  third  time»  and  passed  -        •        • 

Burk,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     ... 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paosed     ... 

Bnrrill,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts    ... 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  land  ..--.- 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill,  -     493,  616,  628,  633 

on  his  resolution  respecting  aeiaures,  dtc.  ha 
Sweden         ......    533 

remarkao(  on  the  military  appropriationa  -  547 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 

on  the  Appropriation  biU        -        -        •  687 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army        •        •  610 

on  the  District  Bank«  bill  -        -        •        .  644 

on  the  Court  bill 681 

on  the  reaoltttiona  respecting  the  slava  trade  697 
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Business,  Mr.  Burrill  snbmittied  a  aotieft  §er  a 
committee  to  arrange  and  lapoft  tlie  nilea 
for  conducting        .....      2S 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      24 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -      98 
amended  and  adopted        ....      48 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with  tisa  < 
atitntioB        ... 
Business  of  the  Session,  appointnent  of  the  1 
committee  to  inquire  into  die  - 
report  of  said  committee    ... 
Bttller,  Jacob,  Mr.  WilUama  of  Tern 

mitted  a  resolntioa  instmcting  tlio  Gmbp 

mittee  of  Claims  to  inquiffe  into  th»  axp»- 

diency  of  compensating  ... 

considered  and  agreed  to    -        •        -        - 

committee  discharged  therefrom 

Butler,  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  NoUe  praaettt- 

ed  tike  petition  of,  refeirad  ...  4SS 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  438 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    443 

C. 

CadeU  at  West  Point,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tenaea- 

see,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiiy  into 

the  ezpedie4icy  of  subjecting  thie,  to  tbe 

Rules  and  Articles  of  War    -        -        -      46 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Con»> 

mittee -      68 

Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petition  of 

citizens  of,  referred  ....  866 
a  bill  in  accordance  with  aaid  petition  rend  557 
read  a  second  time  ...*..  562 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Canal,  from  the  waters  of  Sandusky  to  tfanae  of 
the  Scioto,  a  bill  to  lay  out  the  route  and 
prepare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ...        -        -        -        . 
reported  without  amondment,  and  mdesed 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ... 
Canals^  a  bill  lo  authorise  the  appointment  ef 
commissioners  to  examine  the,   tharem 
mentioned,  read    •        .        .        •        . 
read  a  aecond  time    .....    641 
indefinitely  poatponed       .... 

Canova*s  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Maaen, 

the  Finance  Committee  were  inairacled 

to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  remit  the 

duties  on  the  importation  of         -        > 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read   ....    375 

read  a  second  time   .        -        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Canton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repnaanta 

tives  authorizing  the  aale  of  certain  aee- 

tiena  of  land  lying  within  the  DisUict  oC 

twice  read,  and  refetred         ... 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    675 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    .        >        .    678 

Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repfeeentn- 

tives  making  further  appropriation  te 

continning  the  work  upon  the,  dec,  read    526 

read  a  second  time,  and  lefened        •        •    531 

reported  with  an  amendment    .        «        •    537 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased,  as  amandsd    576 


mDESL 


SmaU  Proeeedit^  omd  IMhatn. 


as 


Ptge. 
Cardellit  Peter,  Mr.  Dana  preaented  tlw  petition 

of,  referred    ......    461 

adverte  report  thereon       ....     675 

considered  and  concnned  in     -        -        -    678 
Cardinal,  John,  Mr  Jobnton  of  Kentacky  pro- 

fenled  the  petition  of,  read    ...    638 
Qarej,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  0%  referved        -        -    S66 
Carmi,  Illinois,  Mr.  Thomse  enboiitted  a  reaor 
lution  respecting  a  road  from,  to  Caddie 

in  said  State 86& 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commttieaon 

Post  Roade,  d&c 876 

Carrier,  Jonathan  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of       -        -        -        •        -    480 
Caiter,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives lor  relief  of^  twice  read,  and 

referred 692 

reported  without  amendment    -        • .      -    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     663 

read  the  third  time,  an  J  paraed  -        .        -    673 
Cassin,  Mary,  Mr.  Smith  prsaeoted  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        •        -        •        -311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read         ...    477 
read  a  second  time   -•*--.    480 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ...    495 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  ...    498 
Casttne,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  penons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  oertain  gooda  im- 
ported into,  read    .....      40 

read  a  second  time    .....      42 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      47 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      67 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representalives 
with  amendments  .....    577 

considered,  and  concurred  in    -       ^        -    585 
Gathcart,  James  Leander,Mr.  Wilson  preiaiitod. 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    565 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        *        -    608 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table       •        -        -    651 
taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    672 
Causes  depending  in  the  United  Statea  Couffts, 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stato  em- 
bracing returns  of  ....    689 

Cavaliery  Anthony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mc.  John* 
sea  of  Louisiana  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ......      55 

a  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  to  certain 

lands*  read    .-.--.      80 

read  a  second  time    -        •        -        -        -     101 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    367 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    370 

Census,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives 

to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth,  read      -    234 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        •    237 
reported  without  amendment     ...    448 
o^ered  to  a  third  reading  ....    473 

amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

as  amended 478 

Certain  Crimea  sgaiast  the  United  States,  a  bill 

to  proEvide  for  the  punishaMnt  of,  read  -  430 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  443 
reported  without  amendment  ...  489 
the  bill,  consisting  of  eighty-thrse  printed 

pages,  read  through  ....  666 
indeflaitely  postponed        ....    576 
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drndboufne,  J.  Rt,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellon  pve- 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    313 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petttioo  ro* 
ferred  to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals        .    868 
Champlin,  Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  prasented  the 

petition  of,  referred       •        .        .        .       g^ 
Channing,  Walter,  Mr.  H«it«r  pcesenled  the 

petition  of,  referred        -       •        •        -      88 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....    439 
read  a  second  time    .....    443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    497 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    470 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  adopted     ....       10 
Chapman,  Thomas,   Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      56 
adverse  report  thereon       -        ...      80 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -    101 
Chapron,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama presented  the  petition  of,  referred    568 
(See  Vine  and  Olive.) 
Charlton,  John  and  Elisha  liottgla%  advene  to- 

port  on  the  petitions  of  -        -        -        -      84 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        .        -    101 
Cheney  Beley.     (See  UcGreio,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred     360 

that  committee  discharged,  and  petitiMi  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roada  and  Canals  .  878 
Chippewa  and  Kickapob  Indians,  a  biH  feom  the 
House  of  Representativse,  making  appro- 
priations to  carry  into  e£bct  treatiea  with 
the,  rsad  three  times,  and  passed  -  -  695 
Choctaw  and  Chiokaaaw   Indians,   Mr.  Leake 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the      -    539 
the  latter  tribe  struck  out,  and  resolntioo 

agreed  to 6M 

Chotard,  Sarah  P.,  Mr  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -        •      93^ 
Christian,  Rowleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ...    480 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    947 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        •    049 
Claiborne,  Alabama,  Mr.  King  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  vested  in,  referred         .        .      84 
Mr.  K.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lots  in  the  town  of,  referred    ...    462 
Claima,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 26 

Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    496 

adverse  report  theraon       ....    470 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        •    473 
Clark,  Catharine,    {^z  Biekiey,  DmuL) 
Clemon,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  ......    638 

Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
suppfementary  to  the  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read   -        .      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        •      47 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -      73 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -      77 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended      79 
a  report  from  the  Poatmaster  Qaneral  of  the 
I  number  of,  in  hie  I%iartment        -        -    232 
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Clerks,  report  on,  from  the  Secretary  of  War    -    299 
a  bill  from  the  Home  of  Representatives  to 
increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War  De- 
partment, read  twice      •        •        -        -    691 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  •  •      -        •     696 
Clothing  of  the   Army,   a  Message  from   the 
President  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last  Congress,  on  the 
subject  of  using  articles  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures for,  referred    .        -        .        -      79 
(See  Domeaiic  ManufaeturtM,  biUt  4^0 
Coast  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Mavy  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan 
for  employing  the  Nary  in  completing  a 
surTey  of  the         -----    660 
the  resolution  withdrawn  •        -        -        -    666 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        .        .    593 

reported  without  amendment     .        -        .    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        •        -    648 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    649 
Cole,  Phineas,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 
tion of-        -        -        -        •        -        -87 
adverae  report  thereon       •        -        •        -      81 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        •        -     101 
Colhoun,  Hugh,  and  others,  Mr.  Burrill  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -    364 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 

memorial  of  the,  referred  -        -        -67 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  benefit  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred    600 

reported  without  amendment    -        •        .    614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    678 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of    -        -        -26 
Commercial  Regulations,  a  Message  from  the 
President  transmitting  a  collection  from 
different  foreign  countries  of  their,  read      23 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a 
joint  resolution  from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  -    617 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    626 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table          -        .        .    662 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -    684 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -    687 
Cone,  8.  H.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken* 
tucky  presented    the  memorial  of,   re- 
ferred     472 

Conecah  Courthouse,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  establishing  a 

land  office  at 237 

agreed  to^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 256 

(See  Alabama^ 
Congress,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolution  for 

adjollmment  of,  on  the  10th  of  April,  read    520 

read  a  second  time 625 

day  changed  to  24th,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -    669 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    659 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  the  day  changed  to  16th  May         -    652 
considered,  and  concQired  in     ...    658 


Congress,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolntioD  for 

an  earlier  meeting  of,  than  the  day  fixed 

by  the  Constitution        -        -        -       •  577 

resolution  discussed,  and  negatived   -      >  585 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative 

fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

read 685 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -       -      >  687 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ^       •  (88 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      •  690 
Conner,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  NoUe  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -      -  436 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to, 

read 4M 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -       -      -  498 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -       -  583 

Constitution,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolotioQ 
of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  propotiai 
an  amendment  to  the.  limiting  the  power 
of  Congress  in  the  chartering  of  banki, 
dtc,  read      -        -        -        -        -      -  838 

(See  Banks,  also.  Electors  ofPrendad 
and  Vice  President.) 
Contracts,  report  of,  comprehending  the  jcar 

1819,  made  by  the  NVar  Ilepartment     -  119 

Converse,  Daniel,  and  George  Miller,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  for  relief  a( 

twioe  read,  and  referred  -       .      -  688 

reported  without  amendment     -        .      .  61) 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -      -  (S3 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -      -  673 

Cotton  and  Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Borrill 
presented  a  memorial  from  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  protection  for,  re> 

fcrred « 

Mr.  Lld^d  presented  a  similar  memorial  fron 
inhabitants  of  Maryland  -        .      *    45 

Cravat,  Richard.    (See  AeGreWf  John.) 
Crawford,  Rhode,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -      '    ^ 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -       .      -  159 
concurred  in,  and  the  ^mmittee  discharged  S06 
Crawford,  Thomas,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -         -        -       -  360 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of ^ 

considered  and  concurred  in       -        .       -  371 
Credit  on  Import  Duties,  Mr.  Pinkney  presented 
the  memorial  of  merchants  of  Bsltimore, 
remonstrating  against  changing  the  eye- 
tem  of,  refernd     -        -        -        -       -  868 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  fiom 
the  President  recommending  an  appn>- 
prietion  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  pro- 
posed  treaty  with  the    -        -        '.'*!? 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  ASun  ^ 
the  report  of  said  committee  read        -      -  ^^^ 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  Neufsom,  Joshua.) 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  King  of  New  York 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred      '' 

D. 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticnt,  attended  *  J 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  biU  -  1^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Appropriation 

biU W«'^ 

remarks  of,  on  General  Appropriation  bill  oif 
remarks  o^  on  the  dissgreeing  voles  ^  ^^  g^ 

two  Houses  on  the  same        -       -    667,  ^ 
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Danville,  Mr.  Palmer  sabmitted  a  resolaUon  re- 
■pecting  a  road  from  Montpelier  to,  in 
Vermont       ......      39 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Poet  Roads  •        -        .      42 

Davis,  Lathrop,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  Pension  Committee      25 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        •      70 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -79 

Declaration  of  Independence.    (See  Binne.) 

Deiaulters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  prompt 

recovery  of  debts  due  by,  read        -        -    558 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ---.-.    576 

De  Krafit,  Edward.     (Bee  Bioren,  John,) 
Delafield,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        -      31 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    488 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    601 
Delisle,  Anthony  8.    (See  Dudley,  Edward B,) 

Denton,  Little,  6c  Co.,  and  Herman  Hendrick,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  for 

relief  of,  read 42 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  46 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  369 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  372 

Deputy  Surveyors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  pay- 
ment of  full  compensation,  dbc^  to  -  478 
the  said  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  -  630 
the  discharge  concurred  in         -        -        -    634 

Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, presented  the  petition  of,  referred   -  55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...  4^8 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  498 
Despard,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 

claim  of,  was  referred     ...        -  355 

the  committee  discharged  ...        -  694 

Destrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        .        -  65 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -  501 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -         -  613 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  616 

Detroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  district  o^  &c.,  read  -  603 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  606 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  651 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  653 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
annex  certain  lands  to  the  district  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred         -        -        -        -  617 

reported  without  amendment     ...  680 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  675 
a  bill  relating  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  dn 

Chien,  in  the  district  of,  read          -        -  626 

read  a  second  time 628 

>i<:ker8on,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -  498,  530 
remarks  of,   on  the  bill  for  clothing  the 

Army,  Ac.    •-•---    608 
■peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  tariff  -    666 
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Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 
memorial  of  merchants  and  ship-owners 
of  Boston,  prsying  meaaures  to  counter* 
vail  the,  &c.,  referred    -        -        -        -      41 
Mr.  Sanford,  the  same,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  same      68 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the        .....      27 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  courts  in  said  Diatrict  -        -      28 
a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 

the  circuit  court  in  the,  twice  read        -      33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      34 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  a  delegate  from  the    -    651 
ordered  lo  be  laid  on  the  table    ...    558 
taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the         .....    666 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    652 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    666 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the,  twice  read, 

and  referred 600 

reported  with  amendment         ...    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    678 
District  Judges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the    -        -    470 
a  bill  increaaing  the  consumption  of  the, 

twice  read     - 557 

the  third  reading  loat  by  a  tie  vote  -  -  596 
reoonaidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  -  608 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  28 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  •  85 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...      89 

read  the  third  time 42 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        -      56 
Dobson,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...    497 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred        -        -        -100 
committee  discharged        ....    675 
Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  the  transmission 

of  certain,  free  of  postage,  read  twice      -      20 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      21 
Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of  the  American  Society  of 
New  York  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ferred     38 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  a  similar  one  from 

Connecticut,  referred     ....      76 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  boot  and  shoemakers  of  New  York      78 
Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania      -     119 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  citizens  of  Ohio     -        -        -    '    -    237 
a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 

read 488 

read  a  second  time  ....    400 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -    611 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    613 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments  ....    626 
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bill  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  to  tho 

amendments  .....     674 

the  HoQse  of  Representatives  and  Senate 

both  insist 685 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  relative  to  the 
protection  of,  read  ....    587 

Donncll,  John  and  others.  Mr.  Lloyd  preaenled 

the  memorial  of,  relerred        •        -        -    651 
Dougherty,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    460 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    577 
considered,  and  concmred  in     -        -        -    638 
Douglas,  Elisha,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....      37 
(6ee  Chariton,  John,) 
Duane,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedtenoy 
of  making  a  certain  allowance  to        -    276 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  War  Department    -        -    576 
Dudley,  Edward  B.,  and  John  M.  Vandeef,  Mr. 

Stokes  presented  the  petition  of,  referred      46 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  (including  Anthony 

8.  Deltsle,^  read 118 

read  a  second  time  -  >  .  .  .  159 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  366 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  370 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

with  amendment  .....    566 
considered,  and  concurred  iu    -        -        -    568 
Duelling,  Mr.  MorrtI  submitted  resolutions  con- 
cerning        - 697 

laid  on  the  Uble 636 

Dunn,  Sarah,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 159 

adverse  report  thereon      ....    452 

Doplat,  Marc  Marie,  sen.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred         -        -        -156 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    433 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    436 
Duponceau,  Peter  S.  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred        -     119 
Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  an  abstract  of  the  emoluments,  ftc, 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of, 
read      .......    460 

Du verge,  Barthelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -      55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...    453 
read  a  second  time    .....    455 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    461 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    462 

E. 

Easton,  Rufus,  and  heirs  of  James  Bru£(  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        .        .        .        .    432 
committee  discharged        ....    675 
Eaton,  John  U.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  •        .        9 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        •        -    508 
on  the  biU  ibr  relief  of  simerers  in  the  Sem- 
inole war 526 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  appropriation  bill        ...    588 
Edwards,  Minian,  of  Illinois,  attended      -        -        9 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  to 
exclude  slavery,  dec       ....     187 
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remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reapeotiBg 
public  lands  .        .        .         - 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  th«  sale  or 
of  lands,  dbc        ------    46 

on  the  bill  making  further  proviaioB  Ibr  Ibe 
sales  of  public  lands      -        -         •        -    48S 

on  the  military  appropriatioiia    -         -     646,  566 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Preddcat,  Mr. 
Dickerson     submitted    a    resolataoo    to 
amend  the  Constitution  as  it  icspecis  the 
choice  of,  read        .....     2* 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  eon- 
mittee  of  6ve        -        -        -         -        -     S4 

reported  without  amendment      -         -        >     4d 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -        .    233 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -        •    27i 
Elliot,  Jonathan.     (See  Law,  John.) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    ...      9 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  slavery  resolu- 
tion      ...--.-Its 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  sttflercn    5SS 
Ellis,  David,  and  others,,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        .        .    fio* 
Engrossed  Bills,  appointment  of  committee  on      II 
Enrolled  Bills,  appointment  of  the  committee  on      10 
Equitable  Claims,  Mr.  Mscon  submitted  a  prop- 
osition that  authority  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  Treasniy  Department  to  examine 
and  settle  all,  &e.  -        -         -  .    STS 

Executive  Offiees,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  ef  Rep- 
resentatives making  appiopviatiotte  to  anp- 
ply  deficieneiee  in  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  completing  the  €?apitol  and 
President's  House  and  erectittg  two  new    S5£ 
read  a  first  time         •        -        •        .       -    S7I 
read  a  second  time,  and  raforred        -        -    S9S 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        .311 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        -        .362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    ^>6 
Expenditure  and  Application  of  Moneys,  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  cooipiehaiding 
a  statement  of        -        -         -        .        .      7! 
a  similar  report  from  the  Secretory  of  the 

Navy j3 

Exponditnrea  for  Contingencies,  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  War  of    -        -        -  -    157 

Extenaion  of  Time,  on  public  lands,  Mr.  Noble 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislatare 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  referred      -        -    36i 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi referred      .....    371 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Roberto  presented  a 
resolution  directing  the  allowance  o^  to 
certain  officers  and  servants  of  the  Sen- 
ate, twice  read       -        -         .        .        .    6SS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       .    6SI 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        .    691 

F. 

Farral,  Samuel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  preeeatad  the  pe- 
tition of 44 

Farmers*  Bsnk  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Pleasaati  pte* 
sented  the  petition  of,  for  extension  and 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  Union  Bank, 
referred  ......     Sf 

Finanoe,  appointment  of  the  standing  comniai* 

teeof ^ 

so  much  of  the  Messsge  as  reiatoe  to,  le- 
forred  to  said  committee        .        •        .     S4 
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inesy  a  Menage  firom  the  Pieeident,  with  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State  embracing 
a  liflt  of,  iocarred  under  the  act  to  punish 
certain  crimes,  d&c        -        -       .-        •    480 
inney,  Elkanah,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  ibr  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    592 
reported  without  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    649 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -        -    661 
ire  Engines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morril,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  acts  to 
purchases  had  been  executed  ...    689 
lood,   Martha,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

o^  read  twice  and  referred     ...    692 
reported  without  amendment     ...    637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        •    678 
breign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  a  biU 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the,  read         -        -        -        -      28 
read  a  second  time    -----      56 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        -      68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...      74 
oreign  Gold  Coins,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting   -----    313 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of,  both  referred    -        -        -     612 
'oreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of         -----      26 
*oreign  Ships  of  War  and  Privateers,  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  ports  for  the  admission 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee        -      29 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations       -      55 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
designating  the  ports  within  which,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter,  read  twice    -        -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    696 
*orfeiture  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  suspend  the  sale  or  -        -        -32 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 34 

a  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or,  read  -    417 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        -        -    426 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    489 
Gorging  Papers  or  Vouchers,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment is  necessary  in  the  criminal  code  to 
punish  persons  guilty  of        -        -        -      77 
agreed  to,  and  so  referred  -        -        -        -      78 
^orman,  William  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  Abigail) 
f'owler,  Christopher,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      25 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -      38 
bill  recommitted        -        ...        -      46 
a  report  lecommendtng  rejection,  read        -      78 
Prancia,  £..de  la,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -----     524 
the  committee  dlicharged  -        -        -         -    593 
Francis,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  legal 

representatives  of  Teneh  Francii,  read  -  534 
read  a  second  time  -----  537 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  575 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    578 


Page. 
Franking  Privifege,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  res- 
olution extending  the,  to  the  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives       -        .        .    432 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee    -        -        -        -        -        -    486 

Fraser,  Angus  O.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         .        -        .     600 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  -        -        -    675 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -----    299 

adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        .    425 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -    436 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  Uie  House 
of  Representatives  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on,  read  twice        ...    694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    606 
Frontiers  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  ...        -    605 
considered,  and  laid  00  the  table        -        -    616 
FuffnitUFS  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 

sale  of  the 29 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings 32 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended      -        9 
election  of,  as  President  nro  tempore  -        -     236 
Gaillard,  Theodore.     (See  Bay,  Elthu  HalL) 
Galleries  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  ^  tokes 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  in  1  o  the 
expediency  of  enlarging  the  -        -         -    532 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commit  ce  on 
the  Public  Buildings     -        -        -        .    534 
Gaudry  db  Dufaure,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ...    432 
General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  dbc,  read  twice       .        -        -        -    692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    693 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    696 
Georgia,   Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  dis- 
trict of  ------    312 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  -    313 
the  President  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  respecting  the  territory  in 
said  State  held  by  certain  Indian  tribes, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs       -----    539 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of,  to  which  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  asked,  referred        -        -    431 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 
said  act,  read         -----    488 

read  a  second  time    -----    490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    585 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    594 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer* 
red  Uke  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of; 
praying  for  a  separate  court  west  of  Ro«k 
Creek,  were  disehaiged  ...    656 
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Ghent,  «  discnsiion  on  the  necessitj  of  con  tinn- 
ing the  office  of  Agent  of  the  Commission- 
ers  under  the  Treaty  of         -        -        -    573 
Giles,  AquiU,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -        -        -    312 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    439 
Godfrey  Gabriel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    234 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    477 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .        .    480 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    492 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    495 

Goetz  and  Westphal,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    430 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  heirs  of  Abra- 
ham Nippe,  read 455 

read  a  second  time    .....    459 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    467 
GoYemment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, rosking  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1820,  read       -        -     525 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        .     526 
reported  with  amendments        ...     555 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    576 
the  House  of  RepresentatiYes  agree  to  some 

of  the  amendments,  and  disagree  to  others    577 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments 

disagreed  to 589 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 

addition  to  the  above     ....    687 
twice  read,  and  referred    ....    689 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    696 
Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        •        ...      86 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....    364 
read  a  second  time    .....    359 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    500 
Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....     547 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    577 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    684 
Greene,  James,  A  Co.,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

Jietition  of,  referred        -        -        >        -      27 
ames,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  War  Department     -        -    467 
Groen,  Peter  Menus,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers   -        -    577 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  o^  referred  -        -      55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    620 

'    read  a  third  time 622 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    675 

Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
expeijiency  of  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the    417 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee .......    426 

(See  Veseeh  of  War.) 

H. 

Hackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  from  the  Houie  of 
RepreoenUtivea  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read 692 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 


Pt|i. 
Haley,  Ssmuel,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -         -         .         .       .    ag§ 
(See  Islee  of  Shoab.) 
Hall,  Caleb  'B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -         -       -     £ 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        -    S9: 
indefinitely  postponed        -         .         .       .    ^: 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Saa- 
ford  it  was  resolved  to  wear  crape  the 
usual  time,  for  the  late,  a  member  of  tb« 

Senate ii 

Hardeman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  ths 

petition  of,  referred        -         •         .       .     3* 
the  committee  discharged  -        >         .       •    ^» 
Harding,  John,  and  Giles.    (See  NtekolU^  Jofta.) 
Harpole,  George,  and  Antqine  Brown,  Mr.  Ea- 
ton presented  the  petition  of,  refeued     -   418 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         .        -   63 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  his  papen         -    BS 

Hart,  EH,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  oC 

referred         ......     s 

a  bill  for  the  relief  0^  read         -        .        .     s 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         -.-...     3t 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  -        -     ^' 

Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        .        .     5^ 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -         .        .        .    4£i 
adverse  report  thereon       -         >        .        .4^ 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        •   iSt 
Hawley,  Daniel,  the  Preaident  communicated 

Uie  petition  of,  referred  -         -        -        -    Hi 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        -    (72 
Hayes,  James,  Mr.  Vsn  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        .        .    I«i3 
adverse  report  thereon       •        -        .        .577 
Haynes,  David,  and  otheja,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ...     3; 

Hazlehurst,  Robert.    (See  Ingrakam,  Henry.) 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  tshoe 
read,  and  referred  -        -        -        .        .    6<K 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        .611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .    €S3 

road  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -673 

Hendricks,  Harmon.    (See  Denton,  LUtU,  and 

Company.) 
Henly,  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -        -        .        •     3f 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  to,  for  oertain 

mnsketi,  read  .....  73 
read  a  second  time  •  ....  7$ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  §t 
read  the  third  time,  and  paesed  -  .  •  8^ 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representativss 

with  an  amendment      -         .        .        .5^1 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        .        -    56: 
Henrick,  the  Danish  brigantine,  a  message  trans- 
mitting sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the 
case  of,  referred  to  the   Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  .        .        .        .     3( 

Herington,  Elisha,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        .        .        .    51 
Herington,  Elisha,  and  othera,   Mr.   Edwards 
presented  also  another  petition  of,  leforred 
to  same        ......    5dl 
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Page, 
ibbard,  Shubael  P.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  480 

igbtower,  Thooiaa,  Mr.  Geillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  38 

sdverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        •  76 

considered,  and  concuned  in     -        -        -  79 
odge,  George.    (See  Barry,  Edward,) 
odgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  27 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        .  42 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -47 
ooker,  Samuel  P.,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  32 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  200 

report,  dec.,  recommitted   -        •        -        -  431 

a  further  anfavorable  report       ...  490 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        •  494 

orsey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  0 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill         •  644 

nghes,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentati?es  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred         -.--.-  74 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        •  84 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  167 

resd  the  third  time,  and  passed  *        -        -  16^ 
ant,  Abijah,  and  WiUism  Gordon  Forman,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  the  relief  o(  twice  read,  and  referred  600 

reported  with  amendments        ...  604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 

ments  .......  649 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  651 

nnter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     •  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -        -  521 

remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  Winters   •  607, 

618 
nnter,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution   instructing    the   Committee  of 
Claims  to  provide  for  settling  the  claims 

of         -        - 35 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  •  36 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...  523 

read  a  second  time  >  -  .  .  .  532 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  -613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .616 

I. 

inois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  .  .  76 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  accord- 
ingly      78 

iportations,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 

referred 78 

tports,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ...*.-    649 
reported  with  amendments        ...     653 
postponed  till  next  session         ...    656 
iporta  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  the  duties  on,  read      24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        >        -      29 
reported  with  an  amendment     -       -        -    100 


Imports  and  Tonnage — continued.                      Page, 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...  362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  366 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  nnd  concurred  in    -  600 
Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       ----..  57 

Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  system  of      -        -        -      80 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 

the  system  is  inexpedient  ...  fi75 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  596 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of,  read        •    417 

read  a  second  time 429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    462 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing        461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afiairs        .....    467 
Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  eertain 
township  of  land  in,  referred  -        -        -    313 

Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  respecting  the  civilization  of  the, 
referred  ......    364 

Indulgence  BilL    (See  Forfeiture.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  referred         -        -      38 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        •        -    158 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        -        -    200 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  the  -        •    660 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee     -        •    656 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  annual  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on      -      29 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read        -    597 

read  a  second  time 603 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  648 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    653 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  revive  end  continue  in 
force,  for  one  year,  the  act  concerning, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  ...  696 
Irwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 76 

Isaac,  Robert.  (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     100 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, dec,  read    -        -        .        .        .    488 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  590 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  594 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to        -    694 
a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 

the,  read 677 

read  a  second  time 684 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table   -        *        -    687 
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Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  preaentcd  the  memorial  of,  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  Seminole  campaign, 
made  at  the  last  session,  laid  on  the  table  439 
ordered  to  be  printed        ....    473 

Jackson,  Sally,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        .        .        -        -461 
committee  discharged        ....    672 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  pveeented  the  pe- 
tition of        -        •        ...        .  603 
committee  discharged        .        ,        .        .  690 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  attended     *        .  37 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  sale  of  public  lends    -        •  485 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  J.  J. 
Crittenden,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, 4te.       46 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 
Indian  trade gS 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  ...    345 

on  his  resolutions  concerning  the  narigation 
of  the  Ohio,  ice. 441 

on  the  bill  making  further  proTision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands        ....    495 

on  his  resolution  for  giving  a  Delegate  to  the 
District  of  Columbia      ....    4^53 

remarks  of,  on  receding  from  an  amend- 
ment      598 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army        .        .    608 

Jones,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ....     363 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
senUtives  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred     592 

reported  without  amendment     ...    597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -    641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    644 

iones,  Charles,. J.  and  Rtchsrd  Buckner,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -        -    592 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .    656 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    673 

Jonrdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  pelition  of,  referred  -        -    365 
the  committee  discharged  •        -        -    611 

ilournals  of  the  Old  Convention,  dbc,  a  Message 
from  the  President  giving  the  informa- 
tion that  certain  copies  of  the,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  bo  printed  were  deposited 
in  the  Sute  Department  subject  to  the 
order  of  Congress  -        ...      29 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  further  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referrod  .        -        .      47 
reported  with  an  amendment    ...      80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        .        -      81 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended      85 
another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  distribution  of  certain  co- 
pies  of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred        -    628 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        .    638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    673 


66: 

6t; 


.  m 


Journals  of  the  Senate,  previous  to  fbe  year 
1814,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Ja- 
dieiary  Committee  were  instraded  to  ia- 
quire  into  the  state  of  the,  dec 

report  of  said  committee   .... 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table   •         -        - 

resolution  adopted  to  print  throe  hvadied 
copies  of  the  ... 

Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  Roberts  eofamit- 
ted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  whctker  any 
regulation  be  expedient  to  incie— a  the 
number  of  copies  of,  hereaftor  to  be 
printed  -        -        j-        .        -       - 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  connnicteo 

report  of  said  commillee  .... 

considered  and  concurred  in      -         •       . 

Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  extoad  thi^ 

read      .        •        •        •         •         .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  by  fimniiig  aa 
additional  circuit,  read  twiee,  and 

reported  without  amendment     - 

indefinitely  postponed 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standiay 

tee  on  the     ......    S 


436 

m 

r 


Kausler,  W.  C,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  prs- 

aented  the  petition  of,  referred        •       -  9^- 
adverse  report  thereon       -         •         .       .  473 
(See  Remienon  ofDutiee,) 
Kennedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lovnie  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -         -        -       -  SI 3 
the  committee  discharged  .        -       .   S9I 

leave  to  withdraw  his  papers      -         .       .  ft* 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  JdinsoB, 
of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reaolotion  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  anbecribiag 
to  the  stock  of  the  -         -        .       .   IT 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals    -         .        .       .    44^ 
Kermion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -     ^ 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        .       .    iSS 

read  a  second  time   -        •         •        .       .   4S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -    4S1 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -   4S: 

Key,  Francis  8.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  petition  o(  referred  -        .        -   4<^ 

King»  William  Rn  appointed  a  Smutor  by  iSbt 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  prodnesd  hk 
credentials,  dtc  .  •  .  •  . 
lot  drawn  to  serve  tluree  years   - 


31 

as 

remarks  of,  on  the  sale  dT  pnUio  lands     448, 4»i 

515 


on  reconsidering  the  Bankmpt  UU 
on  the  general  Appropriation  bill 
on  the  disagroeing  votes  of  the  two  fi< 

King,  Rufus,  appointed  by  the  Legislators  of 

New  Yoik,  produced  his  oredentials,  dkc  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mod«  of 

disposing  of  the  public  lanih  -  -  -  44* 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  ^  sale  or 

forfeitore  of  land  ^^  .  .  .  4€iS^  4r 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards  -  -  -  .4^ 
on  the  bill  for  adjustment  of  land  daiiks  -  ^ 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .  .  .  •  atf 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  atme        •  S^ 
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-  480 


-  623 


159 
233 
489 
636 
639 
640 


King,  Rafas,  remarks  of-^ontinned.  Page, 

on  allowing  a  Delegate  from  tbe  Diitrifit  of 
Colambia      ......    666 

on  the  General  Appropriation  btil  -  670,  673 
on  the  bill  reepecttng  the  District  banks  -  645 
on  the  slave  trade  leaolations    ...    698 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  for  relief  o^ 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    692 
reported  without  amendment    ...    699 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .    649 

Krittman,  Joseph,  report  of  the  8ecretaiy  of 

State  on  the  memorial  of       -        -        -    428 

L. 

Lagon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 

Lttod,  sold  and  unsold,  report  from  the  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  with  etatements  of  the 
quantity  of/  in  certain  States  - 

Land  Claims,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  Territoiy  of  Missouri,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments  ... 
amendments  considered,  and  adopted 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        - 

Land  Office,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the 
subject  of  an  additional,  at  firownstown* 
referred         .        .        .        .        . 

report  of  inexpediency      ... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Lands,  purchased  of  Indians,  Mr.  Trimble  sub 
mitted  two  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  re 
lation  to  the  expenditures  for 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Treasury  De 
partment       ..... 

Languille,  Francis  B.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louis- 
iana presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Lanman,  James,  of  Conneeticut,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 

on  the  Military  appropriations  - 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  Bankrupt 

hUl 

Larkins,  Janes,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti 
tion  of,  vslerred     .... 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

considersd,  and  concurred  in      - 

Laub,  Conrad,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of -the  legal  represent- 
atives of,  read  twioe,  and  referred  •        -    692 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed   •        .        .        .        .    696 

Law,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred       ...    624 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...  592 

reported  without*amendment     ...  600 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  649 


66 
119 
167 


562 
666 

66 
466 
470 
473 
478 
9 
630 
666 

663 

860 
369 
640 


Laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  the,  in  newe- 
papers  ...... 

read  the  first  time     .... 

read  a  second  lime,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read 
ing 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi,  attended    - 
speech  ol^  on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  to  ex 

elude  slavery  from  Missouri  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  appropriations 
on  hu  motion  to  reconsider  the  Ocean 

steamer  bill  •        •        .        .        . 


Page. 


545 
661 
568 
620 

674 

675 

9 

196 
547 

627 

56 
470 
478 
479 
488 
492 
495 

73 

157 
540 
661 
620 
623 


Lefevre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre 
sented  the  petition  o^  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  seeond  time    -        -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Leiper,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred     - 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  another  of  the  same, 
reforred  to  same    .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read    •  - 

read  a  seeond  time    -        .        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Library,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the,  read  twice          -        -        .        -       1 1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -      21 
appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate 22 

Limitation  of  periods  of  service,  Mr.  Dickerson 

submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the,  in 

case  of  officers  connected  with  the  collec- 

tion  and  receipt  of  public  moneys  -        -      26 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com* 

mittee 28 

a  bill  for  the,  of  certain  officers  to  four  years, 

read 623 

read  a  second  time    .        .       •        •        -    625 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •     676 

Literary  Inetitntions,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  into  the  expedieney 
of  appropristing  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of,  within  the  old  States,  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  for  the  new  -  456 
agreed  to^  and  referred  to.  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands 469 

Lloyd,  Edward,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  produced  his  credentials,  and 
was  qualified         .....      86 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -      93 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
rupt bill         641 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  in  domes- 
tic fabrics      608 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentucky,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  touching  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States    ...      44 
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LogtD,  William,  remarlu  of — continued.  Page, 

on  bis  resolution  concerning  the  Sedition 

law 48 

speech  of,  on  hit  Bank  reeolation  -  -  58 
on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -        -        -114 

the  credentials  of,  communicated,  and  read  256 

remarks  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bill  548 

on  the  dissgreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  588 
Lord,  Archibald  B.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  40 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  649 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  651 
Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  supplementary 
to  the  act  providing  for  cases  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -        •        -        -        *612 

reported  without  amendment     ...  622 

indefinitely  postponed       ...        -  654 
Loud,  Eliphalet,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 

of  State 602 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      -        -        -  616 

Louisiana,  a  letter  from  the  Commtasioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  special  report  of  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eastern  diatrict  of  the  State 
of,  read  ..---.  75 
Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  ezpedienqr  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for  76 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 81 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  certain 

lands,  referred        -        -        -        -        -    525 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 

the  same,  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 

State  of 525 

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  for  the  use 
of  the  District  Court  of,  read  -        -    566 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  568 
reported  without  amendment  •  .  -  577 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    626 

read  the  tbird  time,  and  passed  -        -    628 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 

Marshal  of  the  District  Court  of,  read  -  568 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  575 
reported  without  amendment  ...  604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    648 

Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of 

entry  at 524 

Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 861 

advene  report  thereon       -        .        •        •    577 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    585 
Low,  Andrew,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    364 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 

Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended       -        9 
speech  of,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 
Miuouri        ......    201 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale 
of  public  lands        .....    449 

on  the  bills  respecting  forfeiture         -        -    465 


Pip. 
Lucas,  Fielding,  Jr.    (See  Biaren,  Johtiy  4re.) 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Preaident  oommonicated  the 

memorial  of-        -         -         -         -        -23 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  it  waa  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claima         -         *        -     33 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -         -         -    57i 

read  a  second  time    .        .         -         -         -    5S5 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

touching  the  case  of       -        -        -        -    Hdl 

(See  Sedition  Law) 

M. 

Macarty,  E.,  the  heirs  of.  (See  Dedrahan^  NoeL) 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred,  were  dischariged 
from  the  consideration  thereof        -         -    690 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Rugglea  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         -        -         -         -    SS6 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -    675 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended       9 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Mlscoari  bill  -      90 
on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion    -        -        -        -    219 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  reapectiog  public  land 

aalea 449 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .        .        .        .    4S3 

on  the  military  appropriationa    -        -        -516 
on  the  General  Appropriation  bill      -        -    570 
on  the  bill  respecting  the  Diatrict  banka     -    645 
Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  preaented  the  petition  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of,  praying  admia- 
sion  into  the  Union,  referred  -        -        -      90 
a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  for  the  Dia- 
trict of,  read .        -        -        .        -        -      27 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred        -        -      3S 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     55 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....      69 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      77 
returned  from  the  House  of  Reproaentatives 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -    517 
a  bill  declaring  the  admiaaion  of  the  State 

of,  into  the  Union,  read  -        -        -      35 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred       -        -      36 

reported  with  an  amendment    -         -        -      73 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentativea,  of 

the  same  tenor      -----      47 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Jodidazy 

Committee    .        •        .        .        -        -      55 
reported  with  an  amendment,  incividiDg 
Missouri        -        -        -        -        -        -      85 

the  said  amendment  debated,  and  carried  •    424 
Maine   and  Miasouri,  Mr.  Thomaa  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the 
bill,  prohibiting  alaveiy  north  of  latitude 
36^  30^^  excepting  within  the  limiu  of 
said  proposed  State        ....    434 

Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amendment  and  moved 

a  new  aection,  to  the  bill        -        -        -    437 
which  new  aection  was  adopted  -        -    438 

the  bill  thus  amended,  and  further  amended 
in  its  title,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pasaed  -------    436 

the  Houae  of  Repreaentattves  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  amendment  of  the  Senate        -    444 
the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  the  Mia- 
souri amendment  -----    457 

the  House  of  Representatives  inaiat,  and  a 

conference  ia  agreed  upon      -        .        .     459 
report  of  disagreement  in  the  conference, 
and  a  further  conference  agreed  upon     -     4T1 
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Maine  and  Misaouri — continued.  Page, 

the  second  report  of  the  conference  agreed 
to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  notify  the 
same  to  the  House  of  Representatives    -    472 
Mallory,  Charles  K.,  and  others,  Mr  Barbour 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        •*    544 
Manufactures,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com* 

meroe  and 20 

March,  William,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  pe- 
tition o(  referred   .....    466 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon       -    494 
May  field,  George,   Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    200 
adverse  report  thereon       -        •        •        -531 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        .        •    534 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  further 

to  regulate  the,  read      ....    620 

read  a  second  time    .....    622 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    648 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    649 

Meeteer,  Samuel,  and  W.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        -      74 
Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment  ...  597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    649 

Mellen,  Prentiss,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  .  9 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  89 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  restricting 

slavery 175 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  ...      611,529 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
praying  repayment  of  certain  stamp  du- 
ties, referred          ....        -  255 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  read         -        -        -  361 
read  a  second  time    >        -        -        .        .  366 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  370 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  371 
Merrill,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment     ...  602 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  047 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        >  649 

Message,  the  President's  Annual  -  -  -  12 
reference  of  the,  to  various  committees        20,  29 

Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed  the 
laws  of  the,  read    .....    525 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        •    531 
reported  without  amendment     ...    568 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    622 
Military  Afiairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  on         .....      26 
Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriation 
for  the,  for  the  current  year,  read  -        .      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .       '*      47 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -      55 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...      69 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      74 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  title,  read        ....    499 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -  .     -    501 

16th  Coif.  1st  Sess^— B 


Military  Services-continued.  Page. 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
1820,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        •     534 
reported  with  amendments,  and  debated    -    545 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  sundry  documents 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to  the -    548 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  557 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  658 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  .....    577 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference  ...  589 
to   which    the   House  of  Representatives 

agree 590 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement        .    594 
on  consideration,  the  Senate  agreed  to  re- 
cede       599 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  a  committee  was 
sppointed  to  request  of  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session,  certain  information  relating 
tothe 695 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on  the 26 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

annual  abstract  of  the    -        -        -        >    558 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a  uniform  mode  of  disciplining 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ...     626 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        -    643 
ordered  to  a  third  reoding  ...    684 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •    687 

Miller,  Christopher,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred      -        -        -        -      74 
committee  discharged        ....     159 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        -    591^ 
reported  without  amendment    ...    597 

laid  on  the  table 641 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    644 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    648 
Miller,  George.    (See  Conoentf  Daniel) 
Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -      55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        .    598 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    602 

Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

with  a  report  of  the        -        -        -        -      41 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  •    491 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  offered  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  in    499 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee    ......    501 

Mississippi  Stock,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the    -        -        •        -    313 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   360 

Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  roferred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee        -        -        •      42 

a  copy  of  the  memorial     -        -        -        -      43 

a  motion  to  amend  the  Maine  bill  by  addittg 
Missouri  thereto    -        •       •        •       •      78 
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99 

135 

294 
546 
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157 
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MiMonri  Territory— contioaed.  Page* 

debate  on  the  said  motion  -        -        -      85 

the  motion  carried     -----    424 

(See  Maine  and  MieeouriJ) 
Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  insert  a  claaae  re- 
stricting slavery 

the  question  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 
atived    

Mr.  Burrill  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of 

1787 

the  motion  withdrawn  for  a  substitate  offered 

by  Mr.  Thomas 863 

the  substitute  withdrawn  -        -        -        -    >367 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of,  to  form  a  State  constitution,  dec,  read 
twice     ------- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments  - 

Moneys  transferred,  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  with  a  statement  of      -        -        - 

Montpelier.    (See  Danville.) 

Morril,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  respecting  slavery 

in  reply   to  Messrs.  Logan,  Macon,  and 

others  ------- 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        -        - 
on  his  duelling  resolution  -        -        -        - 

Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .        .        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .        .        - 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        - 
Mttllin,  John  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -----    565 

Muskets.    (See  Henley ^  David.) 
McCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberts  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        - 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        - 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        - 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read  - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

McOrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 

Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

ana  referred 600 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  604 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  ...  649 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed         -        -    651 

McHenry,  James.    (See  Remiseion  of  Dvties.) 
McNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -        .        .        - 
read  the  second  time         -        .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .        -        - 
report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -        .        - 

read  a  second  time 465 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -    463 


N. 
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456 
459 

42 

46 

157 

372 

388 


624 
540 
551 
623 
626 

55 
425 
440 
458 


Natchez,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Missisnppi,  sobmit- 
ted  a  resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to 
St  Stephens,  in  Alabama       ...      39 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Post  Offices,  dec   .....      42 

National  Industry,  Mr.  Dickerson  preeented  a 
memorial  of  a  convention  of  the  friends 
of,  in  New  Jersey,  referred    -        -        -    964 

National  Road,  Mr.  Edwards  comrannicated  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in 
relation  to  the,  referred  -        -        -        -    313 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  resolataon 
from  that  of  Ohio  .        .        -        .        . 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals     ....... 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  mem<mal  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Indiana  praying  a  oontiBoa- 
tion  of  the,  referred  to  same   -        -        -    425 

a  Message  iVom  the  President,  trananiittiDg 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  annual  expenditures  on  the    -    5 19 
Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing  eom- 

mittee  on------2S 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  relation  to  the  rules,  disc,  for  the, 
referred  to  the  above  committee  -  -4$ 
Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Navy  Commiarioners,  to 
revise  the  rules,  dec.,  for  the,  and  report 
at  the  next  session  -  •  -  -  64S 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    651 

Navigation,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  snbmitted  a 

resolution  relating  to      -        -        -        -49. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions       497 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning, 

twice  read     --.-..  55T 

copy  of  the  bill  in  full        -        -        •        -  378 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  596 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  59T 

Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  year  1819,  read  -  -  -  4€ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .47 
reported  without  amendment  ...  75 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  79 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -  .91 
report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  contingent 

expenses  of  the      -        .        -        -        .  36T 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 

the,  for  the  year  1820,  read   -        -        -  4dO 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  488 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        .  496 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  499 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the,  read 75 

Neutrality,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to 
violations  of  oar,  was  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee         ....     29 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        -    654* 

Nevill,  Joshua,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -         -        .        .  43 
adverse  report  thereon        ....  5$ 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        .       -  79 
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New  Orleani,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  report  of  the  commissioner  to 
assess  the   damages  occasioned   by  the 
troops  in  the  neighborhood  of,   was  or- 
dered to  be  printed         ... 
New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  relating 
to  their  relief  of  seamen,  dec,  referred    - 
Newsom,  Joahaa,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  twice  read  .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
NewBon,  Robert,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  pe 
tition  of,  referred  -        -        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon      ... 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Newspapers,  the  usual  resolution  passed  to  fur 

nish,  to  members  .        .        .        - 
Newton,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre 

sented  the  petition  o^  referred 

NichoUs,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -     «  • 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 

read  and  concurred  in        -        -        - 

vote  reconsidered,  and  petition  recommitted 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  others,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

blank  in  the  bill  filled        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Nippes,  Anna  Maria*  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of        -        - 

(See  Goeiz  <)-  Westphal,) 

Noble,  James,  of  Indiana,  attended 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  the 

Western  Road  fund        .        .        .        . 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale 

or  forfeiture  of  land       ... 
on  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  landi 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Stokes  communicated  cer 
tain  acts  of  tbe  State  ol^  to  which  the  as 
sent  of  Congress  was  asked,  referred 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 

certain  acts  of  the  State  of,  read    - 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense  of  survey 

ing  part  of  the  coast  of,  read  * 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
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-    426 


84 


693 
696 


reading 


O. 


O'Bannon,  James,  Mr.  Gaiilard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe 

tition  of,  referred  .... 

a  bill  authorizing  a  settlement  of  the  ac 

counts  o^  read       .... 
read  a  second  time    .        .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .... 
considered,  and  agreed  to  • 
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466 
469 

10 

37 

66 
266 
299 
312 
367 
369 
489 
490 
496 

454 

9 

463 

476 
485 


430 

524 
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613 
613 


Occupants  of  Lands,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of,  dec        -        .        .        - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         .... 


Page. 


596 


-    606 


41 
266 
277 
363 
366 

299 

540 
561 
614 
617 

693 
694 


Ocean  Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Sanford  pre 
sented  the  memorial  of  the,  referred 

a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

a  third  reading  negatived  ... 

the  vote  reconsidered         *        *        *     . 

the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ..... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

O'Conner,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        .        •        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Officers  of  the  Senate,  eight  rooms  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Cspitol  were  ordered  to  be 
labelled  and  fnrnbhed  for  the  use  of  com- 
mittees and   ..---- 

Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Ogden,  Abraham  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Alaba- 
ma presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  to  alter 
tbe  place  of  holding  the  United  States 
courts  in 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  al- 
tering the  place  of  holding  said  courts, 
from  Chtllicothe  to  Columbus,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .        -        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .'        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting  the  appli- 
cation of  an  appropriation  heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals    • 

a  message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  execution  of  the  act  respecting  the 
north  and  west  boundaries     ... 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  inquir- 
ing of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  the 
quantity  of  land  sold  in,  dec.  - 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  reply 

Ohio  River,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals    .        .        -        . 

the  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  navigar 
bl*  communication  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the,  referred 
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486 
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430 
488 
490 
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373 
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439 
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Oilstonesi  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  a  retolution 
concerniDg  the  importation  of  the  mate- 
rial from  which,  are  manu&etured,  free 

of  duty 35 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee          ......  35 

Oiphans'  Courte  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
memoriel  of  the  judges  of  the,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee    ...  425 
a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 

of  the,  read 469 

read  a  second  time 473 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  597 

read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed          -        -  601 

Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  108 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Logan        -        -        -        -  116 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney    ....  237 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 

lands 452,  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  Bill         ....  550 

on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  same         -  568 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  District  banks  644 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff   ....  666 


P. 


9 


Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended 
Pancost,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 

referred 592 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection      -    652 
indefinitely  postponed        ....     679 
Paper,  Mr.  Lowrie   presented   the  petition   of 
sundy  printers  and  booksellers,  praying 
that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 

on,  referred 599 

Papermakers,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  dtc.,  referred         -        -        -     156 
Parish,  Jasper,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 26 

adverse  report  thereon       ....      40 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        •        -      41 
Panrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation 

bill  -  -  -  -  •  .  571,  573 
on  the  Navigation  bill  ....  586 
Pascagoula,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
eitabiishea  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  re- 
ferred       -      84 

Mr.  W.  also  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Maitsachusetts  to  the 
same  effect,  referred  to  the  same    -        -    456 
Patterson,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
Patterson,  William,  and  Sons,  and  others,  Mr. 

Pinkney  presented  the  petition  of,  referred    520 
Paymasters  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the,  read 547 

read  a  second  time  .  .  -  >  •  568 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee  •  -  622 
reported  without  amendment    -        .        -    625 

laid  on  the  uble 673 

Pearl  River,  Mr.  WilHams  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  af  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of,  referred  •        -      34 


Pearl  River— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  W.  presented  a  similar  memorial         -  436 

a  bill  to  esUblish  the  district  of,  read  -         -  494 

read  a  second  time    .....  597 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  621 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred           -        -        -  52 

a  bill  for  the  relief  ot,  read          ...  466 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .  479 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  473 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  47S 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petitioii 
of  the  district  and  circuit  jndgeai,  dtc  oi, 
praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  holding 
the  courts  in  the  western  district  o^  re- 
ferred    ....        -  -      18 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    -        -        -        -     83 
read  a  second  time    ...         •        -    101 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...    367 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted        -        -    370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to  -  693 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  reeolntions  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  proposed 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  re- 
spects the  power  of  Congress  to  estahUsfa 
banks,  read    ......      70 

Pensions,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  motion  that 
the  Committee  of,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act  of 
1806,  providing  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received,  dbc.  -        -      25 

agreed  to^  and  referred  accordingly  -  -  26 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  69 
considered,  and  concurred  in  -  •  -  77 
appointment  of  the  standing  oommtttee  of  -      37 

Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read  619 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .  6^ 

laid  on  the  table       .....  673 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  678 

Pepper,  Michael,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -         -         -        -  157 
adverse  report  thereon      ....  355 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -         -        -  277 

Perkins,  8.  6.,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  preeented 

the  petition  o^  referred  -        -        -      34 

the  committee  discharged  ...     557 

Perry,  William.    (See  Bamdt,  Mark.) 
Perry,  Hardy.    (See  MeGreWt  John.) 
Petit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anthony,) 

Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial  of  the   Chamber  of  Commerce   of, 
which  was  read    - '      -        -        -        -      21 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -        -      38 

Piatt,  John  H.,  the  petition  of,  was  referred      -  365 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  466 

read  a  second  time   -        .        .        -        •  470 

referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  -        -  502 

report  of  facts  by  said  committee       •        -  575 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  594 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          >         -  595 

Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland,  appointed  hy 
the  Legislature  in  place  of  A.  C.  Hanson, 
deceased,  produced  his  credentials,  dbc  >      54 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Misaoori  bill  -    360 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  law         -        -    5tt 
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Page. 
Finely  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
end  to  punish,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    577 
reported  without  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    530 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .    641 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

with  amendments 689 

considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    694 
Piracy  and  other  Crimes,  a  bill  eonesniing,  read    499 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -    602 

reported  without  amendment    -        .        .    657 
Piscataquog,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 
relating  to  a  change  of  the  post  route  be- 
tween Dunstable  and    ....    368 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Poet  Offices,  dec. 369 

Plantou,  Julie,  the  President  oommnnicated  a 
letter    from,  respecting  her    aUegorioal 
painting  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  referred    584 
.  the  committee  discharged  ....    684 
Plaster  of  Paris,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  importation  of  -        -    637 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations     ....    640 

Pleasants,  James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  in  place  of  John 
W.  Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  dec.      22 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  suffer- 
ers in  the  Seminole  war         ...    527 
Post,  the  ReT.  Reuben,  election  of,  a  Chaplain 

to  the  Senate 21 

Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  regulating  Uie,  read  -  .  .  440 
read  a  second  time  •  .  -  .  •  443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  •  460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        .    462 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on         -        •        •      26 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  read,  and  referred  ...  674 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  te 

a  third  reading      -        -        -        -        -    685 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -    687 
Potter,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 368 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    400 
considered,  and  concurred  in    >        >        -    494 
Potter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petittO|i 

of,  referred 520 

the  committee  discharged  ....    675 

Fretoption,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memo* 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  the  right  of,  may  be  extended  to 
certain  settlers  in  that  State,  referred  -  78 
the  President  presented  a  resolutioii  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  right 
of,  in  certain  sections,  referred  -  -  487 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  certain  cases, 

to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read  .  .  -  520 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -    525 

reported  with  amendments         ...    545 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    618 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    620 
Presents  from  foreign  States,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  to  prevent  the 
oommaaders  or  other  officers  of  the  Navy 
from  accepting,  read  twice,  and  roferred  -    651 


Presents  from  foreign  States — continued.  Page, 

reported  without  amendment     ...    672 
recommitted      --....    689 
reported  again  without  amendment,  and 
laid  on  the  table    -        -        .        .        .    694 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dtc.   -        -      11 
the  annual  Message  of  the        •        -        -      12 
three  thousand  cofieM  ordered  to  be  printed      20 
reference  of  the  Message  to  various  com- 
mittees •        ---..        .so 
Provost,  Solomon,   Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -      55 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -    497 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    598 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .    602 

Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  a 

committee  was  appointed  on  the  subject 

of  the 26 

report  of  said  committee  -        •        -        •      28 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the, 

read,  and  rafenred 39 

Public    Lands,  appointment   of  the  standing 

Committee  on       -----      26 
Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the 27 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 32 

a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 

of  the,  road   -..-..      78 
lead  a  second  time    .....      gl 

(See  Sale  of  Public  Lande.) 
a  bill  for  the  rolief  of  certain  purchasers  of 

the,  read 499 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    502 
reported  without  amendment     ...    531 
Purchuers  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Trimble  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read      •    275 
Purdy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of,  roferred     -        .....      56 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  road         ...    438 

road  a  second  time 443 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    460 

road  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    462 

Putney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  roferred   •        -        •        •        -      32 
adverse  roport  thereon       ....      40 
coQsiderod  and  concurred  in      -        •        -      45 

Quartering  Soldiers,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the,  during  war,  dec.  -  36 
agreed  to,  and  referred   to  the  Judiciary 

Committee 37 

the  committee  discharged          ...  650 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a  10 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     (See  Newewn^  Joekua,) 
Ramage,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Pleasants  communi- 
cated a  plan  suggested  by,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  dbc,  road,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed         -        -        -        -  .  566 
Randall,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  prosented  the 

petition  of,  referrod        ....    4go 

Rear  Admiral,  bill  estabUshing  the  gnde  of,  road    557 

read  a  second  time    .....    661 

laid  on  the  table 620 
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Rademptton  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  Hoqm  of 

Repretentatiipes  extending  the  time  al* 

.lowed  for  the,  sold  for  taxes,  twice  read, 

and  referred  -        -        -        -        - 

reported  without  amendment     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Reed,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti 

tion  of,  referred     -        -        -        - 

Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatlTes  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred         .---.- 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Remission  of  Duties,  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance  on  sundry  petitions  for  a 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  report,  being 

adverse,  was  recommitted       .        .        - 

Remsen,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 

York  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to 

the  Secretary  of.  the  Treasury 

report  thereon  from  that  officer  -        .        • 

Reservation  of  certain  Public  Lands,  a  bill  from 

the  House  .of  Representatives  to  amend 

the  act  making,  for  naval  purposes,  read 

twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  resolution  requesting  of  the 
President  information  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain as  it  concerns  the    -        -        - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  the  resolution    ... 

Revenue  System,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 

^  Commerce,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  the,  referred  .  :  - 
Revolutionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  dec,  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendment  be  necessary  in  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the 

agreed  to,  and  so  referred  .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certein 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  during  the  •        .        >        - 

twice  read,  and  referred     .        .        .        . 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        - 

amendment  disagreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representetives  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  provide  for,  Stc^  read 

read  a  second  time 

indefinitely  postponed        .        .        .        . 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representetives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in,  read        .        .        . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
Rice,  Henry,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee    • 


Page. 


617 
687 
676 
678 

480 


692 
694 
641 
644 

432 


-    463 


439 

471 


691 
696 


-     312 


-    314 


.    488 


73 
77 


666 

668 
688 

640 
641 


686 
686 
688 


691 
692 

26 


Rice,  Henry  G.,  Mr.  Otii  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred SOI 

Richards,  Mark,  Mr.  Tichenor  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -       -      >    S8 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -       •      -  IK 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -       -      >  tOl 
laid  on  the  teble        -        -        -       -      •  46 

Rimoe,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pie> 

sented  the  petition  o(  read     -       -      •  6S 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  res- 
olution  to  appoint  a  standing  eomoiit- 

toeof 3» 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed  -  3f6 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the,  therein  men- 
tioned, read  -  -  -  ...  569 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  .  •  STi 
recommitted  with  instructions  -  •  >  637 
reported  with  amendmente  -  .  -  6% 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -      -€55 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  6T3 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representttirei 
with  amendmente,  and  agreed  to  -      •  ^ 

Roberte,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended  -  9 
remarks  oC  on  Mr.  Logan's  Bank  resoIntioB  44 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  the  Miise 

bill 85,116 

on  his  motion  to  exclude  slavery  fi-om  Mis- 
souri    -        -        -        -         -       -      - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  and  others    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  bSI 
on  the  claim  of  the  Winters      .        .      - 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -         .        .      • 

Roberte,  Charles.    (See  Bay,  J,  H,) 

Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part 
of  the  glebe  land  belonging  to,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        -         -        -      - 

committee  recommend  rejection 

Rodrigues,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louuiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lod- 
isisna  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ------ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  sale  or 

forfeiture  of  land   -        -        -        -       -  465 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public 

lands    -        -        -        -        -        --48J 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  tab- 
mitted  an  amendment  to  the,  respecting 
the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor      -  ^^ 
consideration  indefinitely  postponed  -       -   ^^ 

Mr.  Burrill  submitted  an  addition  to  the  dev- 

enthofthe ■   ^ 

laid  on  the  teble       -        -        -        -       -   603 

Mr.  Barbour  also  submitted  an  amendment 
to  the -  ^^^ 
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8.  Pkge. 

8al«  of  Public  Landt,  Mr.  Noble  praMnted  % 
memorial  of  the  Legulature  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  no  bw  may  be  paised  chang- 
ing the  terms  of,  referred       ...    360 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of,  (abolishing 

cr^it,}  read 444 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 487 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  that  8tate, 
deprecating  any  change  in  the  mode  of  -    467 
Sales,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
Uiat  a  duty  may  be  laid  on  all,  except 
sheriA',  referred   -----    599 
Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Benrice  bill      -    545 
Savannah  Poorhouse  and  Hospital,  Mr.  Elliot 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the,  referred      -        -        -        -    311 
•a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suflerers  by  the 
fire  at,  read  -----.    479 

read  a  second  time 488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  556 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  558 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .....    585 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    585 
Schools  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
respecting  the  location  of  certain  lands  for 

the  use  of 430 

Scboonmaker,  Cornelia,  the  petition  of,  referred     150 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    299 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    313 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  papers      -        -    577 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  a  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of  the, 

read 490 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  494 
reported  without  amendment  ...  532 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  616 
Sedgwick,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Deer 

Isle 256 

agreed  to,  and  referred      ....    276 
Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Logan  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  concerning  fines,  dtc^  un- 
der the         48 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee .--.-.-56 
Seizures,  dfcc,  Mr.fiurrill  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of,  made  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  France  ....  525 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 
sent it  632 

Seminole  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  rrsolntion 

in  relation  to  the  sufferers  in  the  late  23 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  24 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  officers,  dec,  engaged 

in  the,  read 299 

read  a  second  time   .....  312 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  479 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  527 


Page. 
Senate*  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening 

of  the-        -        -        ...        -        .        9 
adjournment  of  the  -        -        -        .        .    700 
Servisy  William  O.,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  list  the  name  of  •      36 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee   -38 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    359 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        -        .    371 
Shackerley,  Harriet,  Sarah,  And  Mary,  Mr.  King 
of  New  York  presented  the  petition  o( 

referred 45^ 

adverse  report  thereon        ....    533 
report  laid  on  the  table      -        -        .        .    553 
Shallus,  Elizabeth.     (See  Wile,  Conrad.) 

Shapley,  Catharine,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    443 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    473 
read,  and  concurred  in       •        •        -        .    479 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  register  and  receiver  at, 
praying  increase  of  compensatton»  referred    430 
a  bill  to  esublish  a  land  district  in  Illinois, 

north  of  the  district  of,  read   ...    56$ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        •    675 
SheafOy  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      82 
said  committee  discharged,  and  aubject  re- 
ferred to  that  of  Foreign  Relations         -    368 
Shellman,  John,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred         ....    439 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    433 
Shields,  Jamesi  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred    ...     OOO 
reported  without  amendment     ...    004 

laid  on  the  table 649 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    084 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    687 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  -.-...      73 

reported  without  amendment     ...     157 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    373 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    333 

Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  for  rslief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred 593 

reported  without  amendment     ...    597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        -    641 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        •    644 
Sholes,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        .        .        .    439 
Shule,  John.    TSee  Nieholaa,  John,) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  re- 
lief for,  read 433 

read  a  second  time  -  •  •  .  •  497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  .  -  617 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -610 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  amendments 601 

the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed        -        •    695 
the  House  of  Representatives  insisted,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  next  session     •    606 
Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -       -        •        •        •311 
the  committee  discharged  -       .        .       •    600 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Commiasioneri  of  the    364 
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SkinoeT,  Joceph  M.,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaie  of 

ReprcscDtatives   for  the  relief  of,   read 

twice,  and  referred          ....  596 

reported  without  amendment     ...  697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  649 

Slavery,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  proceedings  and 
resolution  of  a  town  meeting  of  New  Ha- 
ven, expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  introdaction 
of,  into  any  State  or  Territory  hereafter 
to  be  formed,  dec,  read  ....  69 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  resolutions  of  the 
same  tenor  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  read  ...  70 
Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  similar  ones  from 

Schenectady 76 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  similar  from  Maasa. 

chosetts 75 

Mr.  Burrill  similsr  from  Rhode  Island  -  76 
Mr.  Hnnter,  similar  from  Newport  -  •  82 
Mr.  Dana,  another  from  Hartford  -  -167 
Mr.  Lanman,  another  from  Hartford  -  333 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  on  the  same  sub- 
ject        276 

Mr.  Sanford,  similar  from  the  Legislature  of 

New  York 311 

Mr.  Rvggles,  similar  from  the  Legiriature 

ofOhio 361 

a  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of,  north 
and  west  of  the  contemplated  State  of 
Missouri,  read       .....     157 

read  a  second  time 159 

reforred  to  a  select  committee    •        -       .    832 
Mr.  Wilson  sohmttted  the  proceedings,  d^, 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  on  the 
subject  of,  read      .....    234 
Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 

the  United  States  on  the  subijcet  of  the    «      30 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  means  of  efiect- 
ing  an  entire  abolition  of  the,  read  -        -    696 
resolution  lost  by  refneal  to  auspend  the  rule    700 

Smidi,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended  -  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  92, 116 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  tonching  sla. 

very 259 

in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  York  -  -  374 
in  rejoinder  to  the  same  gentleman  -  -  416 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 

public  lands  .        •        .        •        -        -451 
in  explanation  of  the  Bankrupt  bill    -        -    602 
on  the  Military  appropriations   -        -        •    666 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank- 
rupt biU        564 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  •  571,  573 
on  the  bill  to  clothe  the  Army  in  domestic 

materials 609 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Wintera     -        -    618 
on  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relating  to  the  slave  trade    -    697 
Smith,  William,  jnn.    (See  Ingraham,  Henry,) 
Smith,  Sarah,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    429 
Smith,  Moses,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 480 1 
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Smith,  Richard,  Mr.  Dickeraon  presented  the 
memorial  of^  referred      ... 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Smith,  James,  and  othen»  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  memorial  o(,  le- 
ferred  to  him  in  February,  1819,  read    • 
Smith  and  Hawkins,  and  others,  Mr.  Robeiti 
presented  the  petition  of         ... 
(See  Tariff.) 
Spain,  80  much  of  the  Message  as  conceni, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreigii 
Relations       ...... 

Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  submitted  a  retolii- 
tion  requesting  of  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States  certain  information  relatiof 
to  the  treaty  with  .... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmittiog 
certain  documents  not  heretofore  comon- 
nicated  ...         ... 

another  Message,  with  sundry  pepers,  or- 
dered to  be  printed        .... 

another,  respecting  our  relations  with,  or- 
dered to  be  printed        .... 

another,  respecting  same   -         ...  689 

Spence,  Oiveme  Keith,  a  bill  from  the  Hooss  of 
Representatives  lor  relief  of,  twice  lesd, 
and  referred  ...         .       .      •  M7 

reported  vrithout  amendment     -       .      •  6Si 

indefinitely  postponed       -        ...  $85 
Standing  Committees,  a  day  fixed  for  the  ap- 
pointment of         ..... 

the  appointment  of  -        -        -       -      • 

State  Papers,  a  bill  aothoriang  anbecriplioB  to 

the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volnmea  oi^reid 

read  a  second  time    •        -        .       .      • 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 

taken  up,  and  paased         .        .       .      • 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  ^m  the  Hoose  of  Rfl|M- 

sentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  sn^ 

referred         ...        ... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       •      - 

Stevens,  Jonathan,  and  othersi  Mr.  Mellen  pie> 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to 
Stephens,  Ebeneaer,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanlerd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  refemd 

adverse  report  thereon       .        .        .       • 

recommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York,  and  a  bill  ordered 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .        .      - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Stewart,  Susannah,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  refoned     .        -       .       .       - 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
petition  of    -----       - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprsaentatitieslor 
the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        •       • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  • 
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Stoddard,  Joho,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relating  to  the  inven- 
tion of  an  improved  wire  screw,  read      -      23 
Stokes,  Montford,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -      33 
Stuart,  D.,  and  others,  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred         ..--.-    464 
Sapreme  Court,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 

of  the,  read 80 

read  a  second  time 61 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    234 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    .        -    696 
Surgeons  in  the  Naval  Service,  a  bill  regulating 

the  pay  of,  read 539 

read  a  second  time    .....    658 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        •        -    641 
Surrender  of  Persons  escaping  from  Service,  Mr. 

Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concerning    606 

laid  on  the  Ubie 618 

Swartwout,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War 442 

the  report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Mili- 

taiy  Committee 466 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .        -        .        .488 
read  a  second  time    .....    490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    496  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    498  ] 
Swiss  Emigrants,  the  memorial  of  a  company  of, 

read,  and  referred  .....    364 
St.  Stephens.    (See  Natchez,} 

T. 

Tanner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  presented 

die  petition  of,  referred  ....    365 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    433 
Tariff,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio, 
in  relation  to  the,  dec,  referred      -        -    237 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  memorial  praying 

a  revision  of  the 373 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society,  dec,  referred        •    605 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  on  the 
same  subject ......    647 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Smith  db  Hawkins,  dec  ....    650 

Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attepded        .        .        9 
Taylor,  John,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....      80 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    265 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -    277 

Tecbe,  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the 

district  of,  read      -        -        -        -        -    501 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  519 
reported  without  amendment  ...  575 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    623 

Tennessee,  Mr.  Williama  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  State  of,  to  dispose  of  certain 
vacant  land  at  a  reduced  price        -        -      46 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 47 

Thomas,  Jesse  B.,  of  Illinois,  atUnded      -        -        9 
rhomton,  William,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     •        -        •        -      21 


Page. 
Three  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -    692 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended  .        -    696 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  a 
conference  was  held,  a  compromise  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finally  passed     -        -     696 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended      -        -        9 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petitions  of,  referred       ....    365 
(See  Francisi  Ann.) 
Timberlake,  Joseph,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  233 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  675 
read,  and  agreed  to  -        -        .        -        -    677 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  461 

adverse  report  thereon        ....  694 

a  bill  concerning,  read       ....  694 

read  a  second  time    -        .        -        .        .  600 

third  reading  negatived     ....  648 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -  695 
Tohandocke,  an  Indian  Chief,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 

presented  the  petition  of       -        -        -  480 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  attended 

and  took  the  chair          ....  36 
.  retirement  of,  from  the  chair     ...  336 
Trading-Houses  with  Indian  tribes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  act  establish- 
ing, read 425 

read  a  second  time    .....  431 

reported  without  amendment     ...  442 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  460 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  report 

ofthe 438 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated  687 
Treasury  Department,  report  of^he  Secretary  of 

the,  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a  22 

a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  read  70 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        •  76 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  477 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  677 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    -        -  695 
report  of  sums  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the     -  80 
another  report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the    119 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  in  ad- 
dition  to  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the       -        -        -        -        -  545 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading        -  661 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  556 
reported  without  amendment     ...  685 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  627 
read  (he  third  time,  and  passed  ...  628 
Trimble,  William,  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -  9 
remarks  of,  on^  his  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives         -  469 

on  the  bill  providing  for  sale  of  public  lands  485 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  555 
on   the   amendment  disagreed  to  by   the 

House  of  Representatives       .        -        .  587 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army        -    608,  610 

on  the  Canal  bill       -        -  681 
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Tuscaloosa,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted 
a  resolntion  respecting  the  establishment 

of  a  land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Pnblic  Lands 856 

Two  per  cent.  Fund  from  Land  Sales,  Mr.  Noble 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  con- 
cerning the  amount  of  the,  for  Indiana 

and  Illinois 461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 463 

report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  thereto    489 

U. 

Uniform  Sytem  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorisl  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a, 

referred -      56 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  similar  one  from 
merchants  and  others  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  referred  to  the  same    -        -      73 
Mr.  San  ford  presented  a  similar  one  from 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
referred  to  the  same       •        -        -        -      75 
a  bill  to  establish  a,  read    -        -        -        -      81 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        -     101 
further  consideration  postponed     362,  370,  426, 

480,  489 
bill  discussed     -        -        -        -      492,496,502 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  nega- 
tived       519 

the  discu8«ion  of  the  bill  resumed    520, 527,  533, 

535,  541,  559 
certain  amendments  agreed  to   -        -        -    544 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived        -     561 
Unlocated  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of  persons  holding 
confirmed,  in  Illinois,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     612 

reported  without  amendment      ...    683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
tJnpToductive  Post  Roads,  report  of  the  Post- 
master General  of 602 

V. 

Van  Cleef,  John  M.     (See  Dudley,  E.  B.) 
Van  Duersen,   William,  and  George  Wolcott, 
surveyors  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 

Dana  presented  the  petition  of       -        -  21 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  dec.  25 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -  300 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -        -        -     521,  528 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to 

the  same        ...               .        .  542 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  it  -        .  564 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Winters  -        •  619 

on  the  District  Banks  bill        -        -        .  644 

Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  building 

of  a  certain  number  of  sn^all,  read  -        -  539 

read  a  second  time    -        •        -        -        -  561 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  622 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  623 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment      ....  690 
read,  and  agreed  to    •        -        -        -        •  691 
ViUere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  365 


Vincennes  Land  District,  a  bill  from  the  Hook 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  ceitaio 
settlers  within  the,  twice  read,  and  le- 
ferred    •        -        -        -        ...  53; 
reported  vrithout  amendment     -       •      •  6]( 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •      •  R9 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •       -      -  i7i 
Vine  and  Olive,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  landi 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  colufttini 

of  the,  read Sff 

read  a  second  time    -         -        ...  575 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  •  61: 
the  report  of  said  officer    -        -       -      •  6SS 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Reprcsenti- 
tivea  to  alter  the  terms  for  hoidiog  the 
court  for  the  western  district  of,  read  twin  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      .  r$ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       .      •  30S 
Virginia  Revolutionary  Line,  Mr.  Barboor  nib- 
mitted  a  resolution  in  respect  to  unlocated 
warrants  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldioi 
of  the   •        -        -        -         ... 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  00 
Public  Lands         ..... 
Vreeland,  Ann,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .        .         .       .      - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        .         .       .      • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 


1: 
& 


w. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petitkm  of 
sundry  descendants  of  the  first  settlen  of 
the,  referred  ....-• 
Wait,  Thomas  B.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memo- 
rial of   -        -        -        -         ... 
(See  State  Papers.) 
Waldoborough,  Maine,  Mr.  Miller  submitted  i 
resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  to  Bel- 
fast      ...        -         .       -      - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices,  dtc.    .        -         .       .      • 
Walker,  John  W.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials and  took  his  seat 
drew  the  lot  No.  1     -        -         .       .      - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 
disposing  of 'public  lands        •       .444, 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  of  the  tune 

Walker,  Freeman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  place  of  John 
Forsyth,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, d&c.  -  •  -  .^  .  • 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill  .  .  .  .  - 
on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  the  Bankrupt 

bill • 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  iti 
rejection        .-..-• 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .      - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •      - 
Ward,  Josiah,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  petitioo 
of,  reforred    .        •        •       •       . 
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iVar  and  Navy  Aecounts,  the  Treaawer'a  aUte 

ment  of  the    •        .        .        .        • 
barren,  James,  Mr.  Otia  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred  -  .  -  •  • 
advene  report  thereon  ... 
read,  and  concnrred  in  -        • 

^aahington,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 

of  the  City  of,  reed        ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

with  amendments  .... 
agreed  to,  with  exceptions 
a  conference  held,  and  compromise  agreed 

upon     ...... 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 

City  of,  read 

read  a  seeond  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  authoriziog  the 

sale  of  certain  public  ground  in,  read 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -     *  - 
Washington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pres 

ident  and  Directors  of  the 
Waters,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  New 

York  the  papers  of,  were  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Pensions,  dec 
committee  discharged,  the  petitioner  haring 

received  his  pension       .... 

Wells,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 370 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 
read 489 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    494 

reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   562 

committee  discharged        ....     684 
Wells,  Benjamin,  John  Wells,  and  John  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred 524 

the  committee  discharged  ...    684 

Welsh,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

Western  Road  Fond.    (8ee  Two  per  cent*  on 

Lands.) 
West  Indies,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  commercial  intercourse  with  the,  and 
British  possessions,  referred  to  the  Com 
mittee  of  Foreign  Relations    - 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        ... 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        • 
White,  Vassell,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ..... 
the  committee  discharged  ... 
White,  J.  £.  A.  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      ... 
adverse  report  thereon       ... 
Wikofi^  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  .        -        - 
Wile,  Conrad,  administrator  of  Elijah  Shallus, 
and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  read         ..... 


Page- 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  ibr  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred  ......  613 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  678 
Willcox,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of^  referred               ....  364 

a  biU  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

issue  letters  patent  to,  read    ...  425 

read  a  second  time 429 

-  473 

-  478 
9 


480 


29 

480 
641 
643 

233 

675 

388 
432 

76 
690 


23 


527 

609 

9 

33 
159 
201 


612 
619 
651 
653 


ordered  to  a  third  reading         *        T        * 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufierrrs 
in  the  Seminole  war       .... 

on  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi  attended  - 

Williamson,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

adverse  report  thereon        .... 

read  and  agreed  to    - 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   ------- 

reported  without  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Wilman,  Christian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing payment  for  a  horse  to    • 
said  committee  discharged         ... 

Wilson,  James,  of  New  Jersey  attended   - 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  the  Land  bill    - 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill         .... 

on    reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  said 
bUl 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  .        -        .        . 

on  tho  disagreement  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Senate's  amendments  - 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army 
Wilson,  Ann,  the  President  communicated  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 

the  committee  discharged .        -        •        • 

Winter,  Gabriel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  memorial  of,  re- 
ferred   ---.-- 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Winton,  John,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 
the  committee  discharged 
Wire  Screws.    (See  Stoddard,  John.) 
Withers,  Thomas  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .-.---    600 
reported  with  amendments        ...    612 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        •    653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    673 
Wood,  James,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred      .....      25 
adverse  report  thereon  •  ,     -        -      75 
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Wood,  Jamec— continued.  Page, 

report  recommitted  to  same  committee  -  489 
similar  report,  and  committee  discharged    -     510 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  Maine  and 

Missouri  bill 118 

on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Dickerson's 
amendment  to  the  Constitution      -        -    233 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend  the  same    277 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        •    278 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill .369 

on  the  motion  to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills 424 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's proposed  section    ....    427 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Thomas's  section  to  the 
bill 428 

on  ordering  the  bill  as  amended  to  a  third 
reading 428 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  to  the 
same     .......    457 

on  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment  to  the  Loan 

bill 468,  486 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 

bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTe s  -  468 
on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  ...  469 
on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  Land 

bUI 482 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill  -  -  489 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 

bill 519 

on  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amendment   to  the 

same 536,  544 

on  amending  the  Militaiy  Appropriation 

bill 557 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress      559 

on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill 

to  next  session  .....  560 
on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  •  -  561 
on  reoonsidaring  the  vote  thereon  -  -  565 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

defaulters      ......    576 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  ^f 

John  H.  Piatt 594 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  •  596 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  oonceming 

district  judges        .....    596 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Fi^ 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biQ  pro* 
viding  for  clothing  the  Army  - 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biD  gnat* 
ing  pre-emption  rights  to  the  Slate  of 
Ohio 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  rdstiog  to 
the  claim  of  E.  and  W.  Winter     •     • 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  ud 
Canal  bill      •        -        -        -       -      •  85 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  Revvilo- 

tionary  pensions  .  -  -  •  $39,  SM 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  •  01 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  •  M 
on  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill  cQBcera* 

ing  the  District  banks    -        .       .     -  ((( 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  •       •     •  MS 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  theRotdaod 
Canal  biU (S 

on  postponing  the  bill  conoeniiag  dotki 
on  imports     -        -         -        -       -     •  6m 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  limitiDg  the 
term  of  certain  officea    -        .       -     • 

on  agreeing  to  the  House  amendmeoU  of 
the  bill  to  establish  additional  land  oficn 
in  Alabama  - 


on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  tks  ben- 
efit of  E.  and  W.  Winter 

Ml  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Wcsten 
Canal  bill      •        •         .        .       -     • 

on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  readiag    ■ 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Pn-snp* 
tion  bill 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Hook 
resolution  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
act  concerning  ReTolntionaiy  pentioiu  • 

Young,  Robert,  and  Ridiard  Bland  Lee,  jodgcfc 
respectively,  of  the  orphana'  courti  of  Al- 
exandria and  Washington,  the  BSBoml 
of,  referred    -        -        -        -       -      • 
a  biU  to  increase  the  allowance  of,  read    • 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -       -     ' 
blank  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  resdiog 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 

Youngs,  Martha  and  brothers,  BCr.  Bantbrd  pR* 
aented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adTersa  report  thereon 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -       -      ' 
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Pege. 

Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  his  credentials, 

and  was  qualified 702 

Abstracts  of  Lands,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1676 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  234S 

Accountability,  Mr.  Randolph  eubmitted  a  reso* 
lution  on  the  aubject  of,  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic moneys    ......  1066 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 1069 


Acoonnts,  appointment  of  stabding  Coomittec 

Acres  of  Land  sold,  on  motion  of  Mr.Hsodricks. 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  dired- 
ed  to  report  the  number  of,  at  the  lereisl 
land  offices  since  their  institution  - 

Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        .       •      - 

Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Mr.  Tyler  moTed  to  revtnc 

the  unfavorable  report  of  the  CoiBiiuttf< 

of  Claims  on  petition  of,  and  to  order  s  bill 

the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  t^ 

concurred  in  -        .        -       -      - 
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dditional  Armory,  Mr.  Herrick  rabmitted  a  re- 
solution, instructing  the  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing an,  which,  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to  -  -  -  .  -  -  734" 
the  committee  reported  inexpediency         -  1540 

dditional  Naval  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
authorizing  the  employment  of  an,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....  1655 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    --'...  2236 

dlum,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......    800 

[^cuknre,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  on  -        .        .        -  2178 

gricultural  Society  of  Fredericksburg,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour presented  the  remonstrance  of  the, 
against  increasing  the  duties  on  importa- 
tions, referred        ....   848,  2296 

labama,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  constitu- 
tion formed  1^  the  people  of  -        .        -  703 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admission  of,  into  the  Union    -        -  705 
read  three  times,  and  pasted      ...  710 
on.  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in      -        -        -        -  801 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect  twice 

read,  and  referred 1848 

reported  with  amendments        ...  1899 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ...  1900 

taken  up,  and  recommitted        ...  1948 

reported  with  further  amendments      -  -      -  1997 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  S053 
the  Senate  concur  in  four,  and  disagree  to 

three  of  the  amendments        -        -        -2213 

the  House  receded    .....  2220 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  district 

court  in,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -  935 

reported  with  amendments         ...  990 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  1837 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1848 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendments    -  1863 

the  House  insisted    .....  1865 

lexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       -  2010 
[ienatton  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of       -        -        -  1691 
speech  of  Mr.  Clay  on  said  resolutions        -  1719 
speech  of  Mr.  Lowndes      -        -        •        -  1731 
lien,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    701 
Hen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        .        -        -        .    701 
lien,  Robert,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  and 

'     took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 
sufferers  in  the  Seminole  war        -        -  1679 
Hen,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice^ 

and  referred          .....    749 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   821 

again  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...     gdo 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    846 
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Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -    705 
American  Colonization  Society,  Mr.  Randolph 

presented  the  memorial  of,  read      -        >  1047 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  memorial         .....  2207 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ......  2215 

postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress        .  2236 

Ancient  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ad. 
justment  of  .  .  -  -  •  .  740 
that  committee,  by  request,  discharged,  and 
the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  ....  876 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky  was  quali. 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    ....    702 
remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  reso- 
lution    735 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  of  the  Old 

Congress 1056 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1253 
remarks  o^  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 

bill 1654 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  purchase 

stock  in  the  Kentucky  Canal  Company  1738 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty  ....  1768 
Andrews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        •        -        .  1633 
Application  of  Appropriations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire  into  the,  made  for  pay,  dec,  of  the 
Army 717 

Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Abbot  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        .        -        .    758 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    792 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    850 
negatived  on  the  third  reading  ...    859 
Appointment  of  Members  of  Congress  to  office, 
Mr.  Cobb's  joint  resolution  on  the  subject, 
read  twice,  and  amended        ...  1691 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...  1859 
Archer,  Stevenson,  of  Maryland  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        ...    701 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions   -    930 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  J.  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  was  qualified         -        •*    920 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty   ....  1743 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        •        -        -2017 
Arkansas,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of     -        -        -        •    990 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  to  appoint  a  register  and 
receiver  for  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  1042 
a  bill  to  that  e&et  read  twice    ...  1454 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1573 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  1589 
bill  firom  the  Senate  relating  to,  twice  read     1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  1861 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Queries,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  •    859 
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a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  clothing 

the,  in  domestic  manufactures,  twice  read    863 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    903 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1913 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  first  amend- 
ment      2202 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted        •  2205 
the  Senate  also  insisted    ....  2221 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the   Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the,  to  six  thousand  men     •        -  2233 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the        -  2145 
Arsenals,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1860 

Articles  of  Compact  between  Kentucky    and 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to 
the  House  a  copy  of  the        -        -        -  1837 
a  joint  resolu'ion  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  same,  twice  read,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1848 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1861 
Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
report  of  moneys  paid  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Expenditures  in  the  State  De- 
partment        -    780 

letters  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 
of  his  office 2463 

Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  mer- 
chandise at,  twice  read,  and  referred    -    924 

reported  with  amendments,  discussed,  and 
the  third  reading  negatived    -        •        -  2178 

vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -      ' 2183 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -  2184 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of 2235 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  2236 
Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 781 

Balances  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  wen  re- 
spectively directed  to  report  a  statement 

of  all 792 

report  from  the  SocreUry  of  the  Navy  in 

obedience •    849 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War       -        -    869 
another  from  the  latter      ....    929 
Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        .        .        .        «    701 
remarks  of,  on  printing  the  secret  Journal  of 

the  Old  Congress 1055 

on  the  military  appropriations    -        -        -  1615 
on  the  same  for  fortifications     ...  1623 
on  the  resolution  fixing  a  day  for  adjourn- 
ment      1672 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tarifl*       -  1916 
on  the  bill  prescribing  cash  psyments  for 

duties 1969 

remarks  of,  on  the  duty  on  sales  at  auction  2174, 

2176,  2194,  2199 
on  the  Loan  bill 2193 
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Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -         -         -         -       •   70! 
Baltimore,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petitaoa  of 
sundry  merchants  praying  oompensatiaa 
fur  the  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of       -94^ 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  President  and  directon  of 
the,  praying  renewal  of  charter,  refened    7U 
(See  DUiriet  Bankt.) 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Kent  also  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  referred     -         -        -    SSI 
(see  as  above.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  stele  of  the  I4Sd 
another  report  from  the  same,  showing  the 

state  of  the,  at  sundfj  times  -         .        -  ISK 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treesmy  on 
the  state  of,  and  its  offices      ...  zs$i 

Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Cofls- 
merce,  praying  a  uniform  system  oi,  re- 
ferred    71S 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
Baltimore     -        -        -        -         -        -    71? 

a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  oi^  twice 
•     read,  and  referred  -         -         .        -    737 

Mr.  Newton  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants of  Norfolk,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  bill        -        -        -         -        -    7# 

Mr.  Whitney,  the  same  from  Maine,  refer- 
red to  the  same     -        -        -        .        .    779 

Mr.  Pinckney,  the  same  from  South  Car»> 
lina      -----.-773 

Mr.  Meigs,  the  same  from  New  York        -    711 

Mr.  Parker,  the  same  from  Massachusetts  -    SSA 

Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -         -         -        -    70S 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  territorial  gov- 
ernment for  the  District  of  Colambta    -    79i 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
deaf  and  dumb      -        -         -         .        .    SdS 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -         -        -  131? 

on  his  amendment  to  the  Revolutionary 
Pension  bill 1632 

on  the  revision  o(  the  tariff       .        .        -  20»t 

remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      -        -  319  %  2303 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  hill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,  read  twice      -        -         -    737 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -63^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -    SdS 

Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  75§ 

reported  without  amendment    -  -  -  791 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -  -  -  83: 

recommitted,  on  motion     .        ^  -  .  89i 

again  reported  without  amendment  -  -931 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  934 

Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qaali- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        -    79. 

Bates,  J.  W.,  a  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat    ...  157^ 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  con- 
firming his  election        -        -        -        -  1671 

Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred  ------  10$* 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading         -        -         -        -  1S3I 

read  the  third  time»  and  passed  -  18tf 
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iayard,  William,  and  oChera,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
sented the  petition  oi»  referred        -        -  1573 
adverse  report  thereon  -        -  3206 

iayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat         .....    733 
eall,  Samael  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      905 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  1809 

teatty,  Charles  A.,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha 
W.  Williams,  and  John  Hoye,  Mr.  War- 
field  presented  the  petition,  relating  to  a 
street  in  Georgetown     -        -        •        -    718 
leaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1808 

leek  and  Hanrey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time^  and  passed  -        •  1808 

teecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  ......    702 

lellamy,  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to,  for  a  Vessel  captured  by 
the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain      -        -    751 
lerzat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        .        •  1888 
committee  discharged,  bill  laid  on  the  table  2234 
)ickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read        ....  I8O8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        .        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  1822 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      2202 

amendment  read  and  concurred  in     -        .  2205 
Middle,  Captaia,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  concerning  the  cruise  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean          -        -  1809 
digger's  Rangers,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of-        -        -        .1381 
llakeley,  Mr.  Crowell  presented  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  praying  that  said  town 
may  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  referred    •  1136 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        -  1848 
3loomfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        .701 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  1651 
3oard  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  act  establishing  the      -    892 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient     2166 

Boden,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    710 
Sond  Creek  Saline,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  certain  wood- 
land for  the  use  of  the,  referred      •        -    791 
Booge,  Aaron,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

(for  army  chaplains)      ....  1414 
Boundaries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  to  ascertain  and  designate 

certain 1833 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  the  table 1899 
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Boundariee  of  Districts,  a  bill  to  designate  the, 

drc,  twice  read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1899 

recommitted 1912 

Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the,  twice  read,  1962 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 2010 

between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  paper 
from   the    commissioners  appointed    by 
those  Sutes  for  the  adjustment  of  the    -  2467 
Bounty  Land,  Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  referred        •        -    991 
a  bill  authorizing  grants  o(  in  certain  cases, 

twice  read,  Sec 1542 

the  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  reported  the  inexpediency  of 
granting,  to  substitutes  •        -        .        -  1810 
Bowie  dc  Kurtz,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  1540 
a  report,  recommending  indefinite  poetpone- 
ment    -------  1594 

Boyd,   Brigadier  General,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bloomfield,    was    admitted    within    the 
House  .......  1635 

Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  1677 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat    ....    702 

British  Snbjecte,  the  applications  o(  the  British 
Minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions    .......    934 

Brooks,  Major  John,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        -    948 

Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill        -        .        .        .        .  1409 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations      ...  1789 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Dis- 
trict Banks  1825 

Brownstown,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Wood  bridge,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  treaty  made  at    -        -         -    940 
report  of  said   committee  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble       -        -        -         .        .  2235,  2469 
Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1593 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .  1822 
Brush,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  wss  qualified  and  took 

his  seat         ......    702 

speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations          .    822 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs          .        -    828 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson 1834 

Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    702 
Buck,  C.  N.,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
rick,  read  and  referred  ...        -  1861 
(See  Henriek,  Brig.) 
Buckminster,  Thomas.    (See  Shipley,  Ether.) 
Buckner,  Richard.    (See  Janee,  Charlee  S.) 
Bufium,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  dtc 701 

Borch,  Benjamin,  appointed  Assistant  Door- 
keeper -...-..    703 
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Burden,  Henry,  a  bill  to  aathoriie  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  ifsue  letteni  patent  to,  read 

twice 1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        •  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  patted  -        •        -  1821 
Bark*  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirt 

of,  read  twice 779 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    850 
read  the  third  time,  and  patted  ...  1859 
Burton,  Hntchint  G.,  of  North  Carolina,  wai 

qualified,  dbc 702 

tpeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  dutiet         2159 

Burwell,  William  A.,  of  Virginia,  wtt  qualified, 

Ac. 702 

Buainew  of  the  Seation,  Mr.  Nelaon  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to   inquire 
into  the,  which  wat  laid  on  the  table      -  1672 
Butler,  Jotiah,  of  New  Hampahirot  wat  qualified, 

dec 701 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  fi>rtifieft- 
tiont 1636 

Butler,  Thomaa,  of  Louisiana,  wat  qualified, 

&c. 790 

remarkt  of,  on  the  military  appropriationt  -  1624 
on  the  reaolution  concerning  Revolntionary 
pensions        ..----  2222 

C. 

Cadets,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  the,  complaining  of  tyran- 
nical treatment,  dec,  referred  -        •        •    792 

a  report  thereon 1820 

the  report  recommitted      ....  1822 
again  reported  without  alteration,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1837 
Cahokia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the 

proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  -  •  1913 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1948 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 2009 

read  the  third  time,  and  patted  -        -        -  2013 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  to,  the  value  of  a  horse  killed 
or  lost  during  the  late  war,  referred        -    748 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     905 
Callender,  William,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

petition  of -  1136 

Camp,  Thomas,  the  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 929 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

remarkt  of,  on  the  Cenius  bill  ...    880 
on  the  bill  laying  dutiea  on  auction  tales    -  2197 

Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tennetteoy  wat  qualified, 

dec 702 

remarkt  of,  on  the  Property  bill  ...    751 

tpeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mettra.  Johnton,  of 
Virginia,  and  Storrs       ....    752 

on  the  motion  for  indefinite  poatponement 
of  the  bill  mentioned      ...     760,  774 

remarks  of|  in  explanation  of  an  allusion  by 
Mr.  Clay 822 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment         ....  1598 


Cannon,  Newton,  remarkt  of— -continned.  Page. 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy      ...        -         .         -        -  1603 

on  the  military  approprtatione    -         -        -  1611 

on  hit  retolution  to  abolish  the    Mtlitaiy 
Academy       -        -        -        -         -        -  1129 

on  the  Revolutionary  Penaion  bill      -        -  1651 

on  the  Senate  bUl  reapecting  the  Seounole 

war 1«C 

Canton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the  Comeiittec 
on  Public  Lands  were  inatmcted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  cf  provi^Dg  far 
the  aale  of  certain  sectiona  of  land  in  the 
dittrict  of      -        -        -        -         - 

a  bill  authorizing  the  amle  of  thirteen 
tions  in  taid  district,  read  twice      •         -  191S 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •         •        •  194# 

Capitol,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  complet- 
,  ing  repairs  on  the,  finishing  the  Pjresident's 
House,  dtc,  read  twice  -        -         -        .    87i 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         -        -934 
read  the  third  time,  and  paated  -        -         -977 
a  bill  making   further   approprialiotte  Ibr 
continuing  the  work  apon  the,  and  otha 
public  buildings,  read  twice    .        -        -  135< 
ordered  to  a  thiid  reading  ....  1650 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  16Sa  | 
returned  from  the  Senate  widi  amendmentt  ITS 
Cardelli,  Peter,  a  bill  to  encourage  certain  inTon- 

tions  of,  read  twice        ....  I8tt 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

of,  road  twic^         -        -        -         -        -    75$ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prtrate  Land 

Claima 779 

the  committee  recommend  rejection  -        -  1!^ 

Carter,  John   D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice    ...--.-an 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1S97 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  IW 
Cate,  Walter,  of  New  York,  waa  qnalified,  and 

took  hit  teat TV: 

Caah  Paymenti,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maiylandt  pr^ 

tented  the  petition  of  merchanta  of  Balti- 

roore  praying  that,  may  be  required  on 

duties,  dec,  referred       -        -        •        .    84b 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  counter  petitsoa 

from  New  York,  referred        -        -        -871 
Mr.  Meigs  preaented  a  petition  from  the  aame 
place  in  favor  of,  referred        •        •        -SSI 
Casain,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of   1« 

read  twicer  and  referred    •        •        .        -  1641 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        •  IMl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1699 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed         -        -  1791 
Caatine,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  cer- 
tain persona  who  have  imported  goods 
into,  twice  read,  and  referred         -        -    &i 
reported  without  amendment    .        -        -    9i^ 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  -.-----  1718 
reported  with  amendmenta        ...  n^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  n& 
Cathcart,  James  Leander,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  petition  of      -        •        -    iS 
a  bill  feom  the  Senate  for  the  reKef  of 
read  twice,  and  referred    ... 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  ...  2149 
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/ftTalier,  Anthony,  and  Peter  Petiit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a 

tract  of  land 1170 

twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1218 
a  detailed  report,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1403- 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  141 1 
/ensue,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  till- 
ing the  fourth        711 

a  bill  accordingly  twice  read      -        .        .    792 
ordered  to  be  printed         -        •        .        -    881 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        .     924 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        .    928 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1696 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1597 
*entra]  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Swearingen  presented  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the,  referred    876 
(See  DUtriet  Banks.) 
/halmers,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 860 

^hampe,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Woodbridge 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -    990 
*hannxng,  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  -        -        -        .        .  i569 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1807 
chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

the  appointment  of,  sgreed  to         -        -     704 
chaplains  in  the  Army,  adverse  report  on  a  pe- 
tition to  appoint    .....  1404 
/harlton,  James,  jr.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  farther  time  to,  to  discharge  a 
judgment  against  him    -        -        .        -  1187 
yheney,  Beley.    (See  McGrew,  John,) 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
McLane  submitted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing subscription  to  the  stock  of  the,  nega- 
tived      838 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  President's 

Message  of  13th  January,  1813,  in  rela. 

tion  to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Roads  and  Canals      ....    358 

Mr.  McLane  presented  the  petition  of  the, 

referred 1023 

Chippewa  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read 

twice 2062 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  2241 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted         -        -  2246 
Christmas,  Mr.  Bloomfield  onered  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Houses  adjourn  from 
the  24th  instant  to  the  3d  of  January  next    749 
the  resolution  considered,  and  negatived    -     760 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the,  twice  read    ...    768 
the  tbird  reading  negatived        ...    786 
Mr.  Warfield  made  an  unsuccessful  motion 

to  the  same  effect 821 

/ivilization  of  the  Indians,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progress  made  under 
the  act  for  the,  read        ....    914 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs in  relation  to  the  act  for         -        -  2009 
Slagett,  Clifton,  of  New  Hampshire  was  quali- 
fied, dec        -        .        -        .        -        .    701 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— C 


Clagett,  Clifton— continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bill    -        .        -        .        .  1033 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revoiutiooary  Pen- 
sion law        1712 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 706 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  business 
not  acted  on         .....  2241 

Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York  was  qualified,  dec.  -    701 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Biekkt/f  Daniel.) 
Claxton,  Tbomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper    708 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dtc.   -     702 
election  of,  as  Speaker      ....     702 
address  of,  to  the  House  on  his  election      >    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac. 
commodations  for  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia      -        -        .        .    781 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations        .     814 
on  the  Maine  bill      -        -        .        .        .    831 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Livermore    836 
repudiating  any  intention  to  connect  the 

cases  of  Maine  and  Missouri  ...  840 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  ...  880 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 883, 889 

on  taking  up  the  appropriation  bills   -        -  1676 
on  the  bill  concemmg  the  Military  Estab. 

lishment 1603 

on  the  Military  appropriations    -        .1611, 1616 
speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 

propriatioDs,  dtc 1621 

introductory,  of  resolutions  respecting  alien. 

ation  of  territory    .....  1719 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks        -        -  1813 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  1946 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties 2084 

on  the  Loan  bill 2203 

on  his  South  American  resolutions    -        -  2223 
address  of,  at  the  close  of  the  session  -        -  2260 

Clerks,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  pay  of,  twice  read  -  -  779 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  829 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  830 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  897 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 

Department,  read  twice  ...  2178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  tbird  time,  and  passed  ...  2243 
Cobb,  l*homas  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        -        -    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ex- 
ecutions in  the  Army     -        -        -        -    728 
on  postponement  of  the  Property  bill  -        -    766 
on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations  for 
the  circuit  court  of  the  Dutrict  of  Colum- 
bia         781,783 

on  the  resolution  to  form  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  the  District  of  Columbia        -    797 
on  Mr.   Strotber's   resolution    concerning 

finances  .--.-.  919 
speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  far  holding 

a  treaty  with  the  Indians        ...  1642 

remarks  of,  on  the  relief  bill  for  Savannah  1804 

on  the  Dutrict  Bank  bill   -        .        -        -  1823 

speech  of|  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 1849 
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Cocke,  John,  of  TenneiMe,  was  qualified,  dtc  -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations     .        .        •  1788 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1836 

on  the  bill  respecting  auction  sales    -        -  8194 

Codfishery,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  persons  engaged  in  the,  praying 

exemption  from  militia  duty,  referred      •  1136 

Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Folger,  the  Committee    of  Ways    and 

Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  granting  drawback  to        •    713 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ...    820 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 

Columbian  Institute,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 897 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1831 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1822 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorising 
the  Federal  courts  of  the  State  to  be 

held  at 1170 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  three  times,  and 

passed 1462 

Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of       706 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  subjects 

before  them 2246 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  copies  of  con- 
tracts made  by,  reported         ...  1837 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Robertson  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the, 
read  twice     ......  1641 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1861 
Compensation  of  Marshals,  Clerks,  dtc,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 

act  to  lessen  the 881 

Congress,  a  joint  resolution  from   the  Senate 

fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  of     -        -  1697 

read  twice 1701 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  1790 
reported  with  an  amendment,  fixing  the 

16th  May 2181 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  the 

amendment 2181 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

twice  read 2221 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2222 

Constitution,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the,  twice  read         -        -  1022 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Honse,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount 
of,  dec.  .        1        .        .        .        .  1466 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  of 
the  items  charged  to      -        -        -        -  1863 
(See  ExpenditurtB  for  the  House  of  Rep" 
reeentativea.) 

Contingent  Fund,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  the  -        -        -        -    760 


Contracts,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  reeolution  re- 
quiring the  Postmaster  General  to  report 
annually  all,  made  for  transportation  of 
the  mail MO 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all, 
made  for  proTisions        •         -         -        -  171S 
Converse,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oC,  twice 

lead 16a 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         -         •        -  182! 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .         -        -  IS^ 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  dec  •    79S 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  territoriii 

government  in  the  District  of  C<dambia  -  798 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  weslem  depot  3S6 
on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Joumals  of 

die  old  Congress  -  -  -  -  •  IMI 
on  the  Missouri  hill  -  -  -  -  -  IMl 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  the 

Western  road  -  -  -  -  -  m\ 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  land 

bounty  certificates          -         -         -        -  14IS 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Bank  bill  -        -  \8X 
Cooper,  Ephraim,  the  Speaker  presented  a  peti- 
tion of,  relating  to  the  silkworm,  referred    93$ 
Corcoran,  Thomas.     (See  Btatiy^  Charles  A.) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and  Iron,  on  motion  of  Bfr. 
Overstreet,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  inform  the  House  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  his  opinion, 
in  the  revenue,  to  prohibit  the   importa- 
tion of W 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    -        -  1633 

Cowen,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  -    850 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified. 

and  took  his  seat 'lOl 

Cravat,  Richard.    (See  MeGrew,  John.} 
Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  dec  -    70S 
Credit  on  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  allowing  a  -        .    744 

(See  Imports,  ^c-} 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  from 
the  President  recommending  an  appropri- 
ation adequate  to  the  expenses  of  a  treaty 

with  the 1«S 

the  Speaker  presented  the  remonstrance  and 
protest  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in 
relation  to  treaties  with  the   -         .        .  16TT 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  Newsom,  Joshua,) 
Crowell,  John,  of  Alabama,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  -        -         -        -    721 
Cue,  Robert.    (See  Jackson^  George,) 
Culbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  -  -  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General 

Wilkinson ISK 

Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc. TtS 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Maine  bill  ....  14O6,  146! 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  -  -  16^^ 
on  the  DisUict  Banks  bill  -        -        -  13^' 

Cumberland  Road,  a  statement  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  annual  expen- 
ditures on  the        -        -        -        -        -  IHJ 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read        -        -        -  ]6d§ 
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a  second  reading  being  postponed,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour moved  its  rejection         ...  1559 
read  a  second  time    .....  1659 
Currency,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  showing  the  state  of  the  8866 
Cushman,  Joshua,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  scat   -        -        -        -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        -  1291 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill      -        .  1707 
on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution -  * 1868 

Custody  of  persons  imprisoned,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tttckert  of  Virginia,  the  Judiciary 
Committee   were  instructed    to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  for  the,  at  suit  of  the  United 

SUtes 877 

Customs,  Mr.  8awyer  submitted  a  resolution  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  certain  offices  of  the  -  1696 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -  1782 
Cuthbert,  John  A.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    717 
remarks  o(  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade         ....    926 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savan- 
nah su0erers         .....  1799 

D. 

Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        -    701 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  retrocede 

the  District  of  Columbia        ...    878 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ...  1373 
Davidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  -        .        .        .     704 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  York  institution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred       -     710 
a  bill  granting  a  township  for  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 801 

the  first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  rejected    891 
Decatur,  Commodore  Stephen,   Mr.  Randolph 
moved  certain  resolutions  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 
were  withdrawn    -        .        -        -        .  1670 
Mr.  Randolph  substituted  a  motion  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late, 
whereupon  Mr.  Holmes  moved  an  ad- 
journment, which  was  carried         -        •  1676 
Deficiency,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  a 
considerable,  exists  in  the  appropriations 
of  the  present  year,  for  support  of  the 
Naval  Establishment,  referred        -        -     733 
Detisle,  Anthony,  £.  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M. 
Van  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1170 

tvric«  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1218 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  .  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1699 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  •  -  1703 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1718 
Dennuson,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, 4cc        703 

Denton,  Little,  db  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendrieks. 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        -        -    718 


Denton,  Little,  &.  Co. — continued.  Page. 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...    733 
read  the  third  Ume,  and  passed  ...    733 
Department  of  Indian  Afiairs,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the 1810 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  si78 

Deputy  Sun-eyors,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 

of  stating  the  accounts  of,  twice  read      -  1698 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  i899 
read  the  third  time, and  passed--        -        -1912 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1636 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1640 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1700 

Detroit,  Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  British  violations  of  the  terms 
of  surrender  oi^  referred  ...    930 

a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  the  district  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1169 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  read 3184 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2306 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2207 
a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of,  twice  read 1819 

read  the  third  time,^nd  passed  -        -        -  1861 

Dewitt,  Jacob  H.*  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  a 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of,  referred        ...    791 
copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  2631,2636 

District  Banks,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  the  reapective 
memorials  of  the  several         ...  1043. 
a  bill  respecting  the,  read  twice        -        -  1819 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1833 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2093 
considered  and  agreed  to  -        •        •        -  2140 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the    -        .        .        .    706 

Mr.  Kent  submitted  a  resolution  authorising 
a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the,  which 
was  negatived        .....    830 

Mr.  Archer  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
relating  to  the 930 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed    932 

considered  and  respectively  agreed  to        -    937 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  also  submitted 
resolutions  respecting  Uie,  referred        -  1364 

a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in,  twice  read         ...  1807 

another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  read  twice  1888 

District  Tonnage,  annual  statement  of  the        -    846 
Division  and  reduction  in  price  of  lands,  on  mo* 
tion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a        -        -        -        -    739 

Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred     .        •        -    869 
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Dix,  John  A.— continued.  Page* 

bill  reported  without  amendment        -        -  1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1697 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1701 

Dobeon,  Thomas  dt  Son,  Mr.  So'geant  presented 

Uio  petition  of,  referred  ...        -    903 
(See  Printer 9  of  books.) 
Documents,  Mr.  Shaw  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain, 
free  of  postage,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    704 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  pfuised 704 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -  -  711 
]X>mestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strang 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  \>f  furnishing  the  ArmT, 
Navy,  and  Indian  Department  with  cloth- 
ing of   850 

(See  Army — bill  from  the  Senate.) 
the  memorial  of  the  Convention  at  New 

York  praying  protection  of    -        -        -  8S86 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 

the  encouragement  of   -        -        -        -  2293 
the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, praying  protection  of       -        -  2307 
the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Papermakers 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  making 
the  same  prayer    -        -        -        -        .  2327 
Dougherty,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Clerk  of 

tbe  House  of  Representatives  .        .        -    703 
Dowse,  Edward,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, &C. 701 

Drawback,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 

instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

repealing  the  laws  allowing  a         -        -    744 

Dudley,  E.  B.    (See  DeUsle,  Anthony.) 

Duelling,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  resolutions  on  the 

subject  of,  referred  ....    830 

report  of  the  committee  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  was  inexpedient   -        •        -  1820 
Dnnn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  SergeantHit- 

Arms 703 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  with  statements  of,  for 
the  years  1816  and  1817,  read,  and  laid 

on  the  table 846 

Duties  on  Merchandise  imported,  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  payment  of,  read  twice       •     '  -    924 
copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia 

Agricultural  Society  against  increase  of  •  2296 
a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  cash  payments  of,  may  be  re- 
quired -        •  ....  2300 
remonstrance  of  merchants  of  New  York 
against  cash  payments  of       -        -        •  2303 
(See  Imports.) 
Daverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  read  twice      -        -        •  1674 

E. 

Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  •        -        -        -        -717 

Barle,  Elias.    ( See  Johnson,  James,  and  others.) 

Eddy,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac 701 

Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        701 


Edwards,  Samuel,  of  Pennaylvama,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        -        -        -        -       -      -  781 

Edwards,  Weldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  wu 

qualified 710 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  eoniait- 

teeof 7«5 

Elections  and  Returns  of  Representativei,  oa 
motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Jadiciaiy  C<nD- 
mittee  were  instmcted  to  inquire  ialotlic 
expediency  of  regulatiBg  by  law  the      -  9K 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  dis 
Constitution  as  it  respects  the  choice  d, 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Coai- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Union S95 

the  said  committee  reported  agreemeat     - 1691 

Elliott,  Jonathan.    (See  Law,  Johti.) 

Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  motioa 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  statement  sbov- 
ing  the  contract  made  by  the,  dtc  -      -  819 

Enrolling  and  Licensing  Ships,  fte^  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in  the  oeaating  trade  and 
fisheries,  read  twice        -        -       .      - 1783 

Entry  of  Merchandise,  a  bill  further  to  regalile 

the,  read  twice 1673 

Erie,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  boroagh 
of,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 
the  hsrbor  of  said  place,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  conaideration  of  the  eob- 


ject 


Ervin,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        .        .       -      - 

speech  of,  on  his  Mausoleum  resolutions  • 

Esenbec^,  William,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  •        -       -      - 

Estimates,  of  public  revenue  and  expenses 

of  public  expenses     ..... 

Executions  in  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 

Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inqniiy 

into  the,  Ac,  in  the  year  1815,  oontraiy 

to  law   -        -        -        -        •       -      - 

agreed   to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

present  the  same  to  the  President  - 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  doco- 
ments,  in  reply      ..... 
(See  ITtnf ,  Colonel  William.) 
Expenditures  in  the  several  Departments,  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committee  on 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminished  .        .        -       • 
certain  documents  in  relation  to,  in  the  Svj 

Department 1540, 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Speak- 
er's accounts  of,  approved 
discharge  of  the  committee  on,  in  the  War 
Department  ------ 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nebon,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  instmcted 
to  make  the  same  allowance  for,  as  at  list 
session  -..---- 
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Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  wm  qnalified,  4cc«     -    701 
Foes,  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Dietrict  of 
Columbia  of  attorneys',  clerhs,'  and  mar- 
shals'    1674 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate  the,  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  Louisiana  read  twice, 

and  referred 217S 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2230 
Fees  of  Office,  the  Speaker  presented  a  schedule 
of  the,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  several  districts       -        -        -    712 
the  Speaker  presented  similar  schedules  718,  749, 

780,  880,  677,  921 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  similar  schedule 
for  PennsyWania  .....  1541 
Field  Service,  rolice.  See*,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report,  at  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  system  of       -        -        -    750 

Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the 719 

Mr.  Strother  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
of  inquiry  respecting  the        -        -        -    912 

the  three  first  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury      -        -        -    918 

the  fourth  resolution  negatived  ...    920 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  such  information  as  he  is  able  to  fur- 
nish in  reply 1046 

Fines,  Penalties,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  report  the  amount  of,  levied  and  col- 
lected by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  ^lc 983 

a  letter  containing  the  information  desired  1596 
Finney,  Slkanah,  a  Mil  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1774 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  1809 
Fire  at  Savannah,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  sufferers  by  the  recent     •  1697 

twice  read  and  referred      .        .        .        •  1701 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 1806 

read  tiie  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1807 
Piaher,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, d^.        702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
military  appiopriationa  .        •        -        •  1784 

Flood,  Martha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    921 
wdered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  President 
was  requested  to  impart  such  information 
as  he  may  deem  proper,  on  the  subject  of 

the  treaty  for 1451 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply       -  1617 
a  bill  to  authoriie  and  request  the  Prseident 
to  take  possession  o4  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1618 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  ^lc     -    702 
remarks  oi^  on  the  resolutions  concerning 

executions  in  the  Army  ...  750 
on  the  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriations  -  788 
on  his  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the 

Spanish  Treaty 948 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 
Army 2143 


Page. 

Folger,  Walter,  junior,  of  Massachusetts  was 

qualified,  Ac 701 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations,  •  828 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 885 

on  his  resolution  respecting  slavery  in  the 

Territories 1171 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1607 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle 

and  others 1702 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  sufferers  at  Sa- 
vannah   1804 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -        •        .  1826 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2135 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  at 
auction 2197 

Ford,  William  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  -  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  impose  a  duty  on 

auction  sales 2193 

Foreign  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit. 

mittee  on      -----        .    707 
the  committee  discharged  ...  2241 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  designating  the 
ports  within  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice        .....  1463 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  2241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -       -        -        -  2247 

Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of     -        -        .    908 

Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of 
the,  of  the  United  States,  read  twice  and 
referred         -...--    877 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    990 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .  1022 

Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  showing  the  effect  of  a  pro- 
hibition of     .  2348 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend- 
ing  the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tler and  cultivator  ....    779 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale  or,  on  failure  of  payment, 
read  tvrioe,  and  referred  ...  i6S6 
reported  without  amendment     -        ...  166O 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1880 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1700 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.    (See  Hunt,  Jeremiah.) 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1559 

Fortifications,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on      ......    707 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  seveiml 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  18 1 9,  in- 
clusive, dec.  ......    756 

a  message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  War  in  reply 929 
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Fortificatioof — oontinaecl.  Page, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretaiy  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all 
contracts  made  for  baiiding,  &c.    - 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  - 
^report  of  the  committee  on         ... 
Forts  and  Arsenals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency   of  restoring  to  all  tho 
States  the  jurisdiction  of  Uie   territory 
ceded  to  them  for  ....  1042 

a  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction,  dtc,  read  twice  1573 
Francis,  Tendi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of        -  1807 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1808 
reported  without  amendment    ...  1809 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2342 
Franking  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore, 
the  Committee  on  the  Poat  Office,  4tc, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law  giv- 
ing  the,   to  members  and  delegates  of 
Congress      ..----    935 
Fraser,  Angus  O.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1218 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1822 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -  2213 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  to  impose  a 

new  tonnage  duty  on,  read  twice  -        -  1330 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  2246 
French  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Pinckney 
presented  a  memorial  praying  indemnifi- 
cation for,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table      -  1821 
Frew,  Archibald,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  commiision  to,  for  certain  col- 
lections of  direct  tax,  referred         -        -    850 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in      -    924 
Fugitive  Slaves,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      ...  1717 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.       ---.-. 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        . 
on  his  motion  concerning  private  land  claims  1740 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  auc- 
tion sales 

on  the  Loan  bill 

Fullerton,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.       -.--.- 
Fur  Tradot  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  considered, 
was  rejected  .        -        -        -        . 

Furniture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to 
dispose  of  the,  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  in  which  it  lately  sat        -        -    768 

G. 

Gales  6c  Seaton,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  exclude,  from  the  House,  as 
Reporters      -.---- 
after  debate  it  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 
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1694 

1694 
an  explanation  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Randolph  by  (note)        ....  1695 
Gamett,  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 


Page. 
General  Armstrong,  Brig,  adverse  report  on  the 

ntitton  of  the  crew  of  -         -         -        -  180S 
>fficeni  and  their  Stafi^  on  motioo  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  the  sums  of  money  annaaliy  paid 
to,  Ac  ------    881 

General  Post  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the      .....  isst 

a  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the, 
read  twice    ------  \$n 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -         -        -  sstS 

Genesee  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AIIcd,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  dkc, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  lighthoase  at  the 
mouth  of  the 15K 

Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  same 
committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  giving  the  aasent  of 
Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  - 
a  bill  ^m  the  Senate  to  that  effect,  read 
twice,  dec.    ------ 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  submitted  a  resolatioa  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articles  of  the 
Treaty  of     - 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    - 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    .        -        -         -         -        _ 

Goetz,  Frederick,  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppea,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of     -         -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -         -        - 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    -        .        -         -         -        - 
Gooding,  John,  and  James  Williams,  a  hill  for 

Uie  relief  of,  read  twice  -         -        -    718 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .        .    733 

on  a  third  reading  rejected  ...    73d 

a  motion  to  reconsider  rejected  •        •        .    740 

Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 

support  of^  for  the  year  1820,  read  twiee  14M 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .  1619 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        -  1650 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1783 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  ethers  die- 
agreed  to       -        -        -         ...  1793 
(See  Steele,  John,  for  amendments  die> 
agreed  to — the  same  being  provided 
for  by  the  House  in  a  separate  bilL) 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appn>- 

priations,  dtc,  read  twice       ...  23S0 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  S33I 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        •        -        -  2248 

Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of 
New  York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce, 
dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making,  a  port  of  entry     -     830 

Green,  Beriyman,  administrator  of  Samuel  Ker» 

by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -  1404 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1821 

Greer,  James,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        -        -  1899 

Gross,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        .        .        .    761 
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Grow,  Samuel— eonttnaod.  Page. 

remarks  of,  en  his  resolation  oonceming  pro* 
pertj  lost  at  Pittoburg    ....    784 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1S4S 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  1963 
Gross,  Esra  C,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dtc     701 

remarks  o^on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
property  bill  ...---    769 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  ibr  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb 890 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  Maine 

biU 1408 

Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  dec.        ...  3214 
Guyon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  contesting  the  seat 
of  Ebenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections 712 

said  committee  report  that,  is  entitled  to  the 
seat 899 

testimony  accompanying  the  report   -        -    900 

the  House  concur  with  the  committee ;  and, 
is  qualified,  dec      -        -        -        -        -    914 

H. 

HacUey,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  See.  701 
ilackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 1820 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  2241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         -  2242 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec.  701 
Hall,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, &c      702 

Hale,  William,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  dec    736 
Hail,   Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  •        -        •        .        >        -1169 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  1821 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  2241 

taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  2  242 

Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

and  took  bis  seat  -        .        •        .        .    726 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  Mil  .        -        -  1069 
•remarks  of,  on  the   resolution  respecting 

adjournment  .....  1672 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  .        .        -  1826 

Harding,  John  and  Giles,  John  Shute,  and  John 
Nicholis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1634 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1635 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  •  1674 
ordered  to  a  tbird  reading  ...  1598 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1701 
Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred        ....    779 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       848 

Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qual- 
ified dec. 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 
Perry 1463 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dtc., 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  affording  some  pecuniaiy  relief 

to  the  widow  of 1691 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice  read  1806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1822 


Page. 

Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Sec 701 

Henderson,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of 1692: 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        •  1694 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 703^ 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  ...  1344 
Hendricks,  Harm  an.  (See  Dentotiy  Little^  Co.) 
Henrick,  Danish  brigantine,  a  Message  from  the 

President  respecting  the        -        -        -    80£ 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations   891« 

adverse  report  thereon      ....  1169^ 
documents  accompanying  the  Message  in 

relation  to  the 2253 

Henrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec.    -    703 
Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  against,  made 
by  George  Jackson,  for  receiving  money 
for  services  in  procuring  his  pension      -  1961 
Hibshman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....     701 
Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Overstreet  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -    718 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        -    840 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  .  .  .  •  701 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 

national  university  -  -  .  -  781 
on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances 919 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Congress 1063 

Holmes,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions  .....  731 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution  •     804 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  Maine 

bill 833,839,843 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 

and  dumb 885 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 966 

on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1406 
on  the  revision  of  the  Tariff      •        -        -  2081 
Holmes,  Charles  Rutledge.     (See  Cadeie.) 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  ...        -        -     704 
Hostetter,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc. 701 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -    701 

report  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  Uie    -  1863 

adjournment  of  the 2563 

Hoye,  John.    (See  Beaiiy,  Charles  A.,  4*6.) 
Hughes,  James  A.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice» 

and  referred  ..-..-  737 
reported  without  amendment  ...  856 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    859 

Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...     849 
Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G.  Forman, 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -        -  1697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1838 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in   -        -        -        •        -  2180 
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Hunter,  Tbomw*  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
Uef  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
teported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaied 

I. 

Illicit  Introduction  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitman,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj  waa 
directed  to  report  audi  information  as  he 
may  possess  in  relation  to  the  -    845 

n  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
reply     -------    881 

another  letter  from  the  same,  with  sundry 

papers 904 

nUnois,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi* 
tional  land  offices  in  the  State  of    -        -    711 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  surveyor  of  public  lands  -        •        -    779 

a  report  from  said  committee     ...  1450 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  relating  to 
pre-emption  rights,  reforred   -        -        -    791 

a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in, 
read  twice 903 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  commis- 
sioners maT  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certain  road  therein  mentioned,  reforred  •    914 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  same, 

graying  compensation  to  the  militia  of  the 
Ute -    914 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claims  to  land  in 

the  Sute  o(  read  twice  -  -  -  936 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  8343 
a  bill  for  relief  of  certain  settlers  in,  read 

twice 1807 

Importation  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
Vessels,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Troasuiy  with  statements  of  the    -        -  1663 
Imports,  bill  to  regulate  the  dntiea  on,  read  twice  1663 
a  motion  to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy  to  report  his  opinion  on  the 
same,  laid  on  the  uUe  ....  1889 
bill  ordeied  to  a  third  reading    ...  3139 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatived      -        •  317S 
memorial  of  the  AgriculturtJ  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  increase 

of  duties  on 3333 

a  similar  memorial  from  merchants  of  Salem  3335 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia    -        -        -        •  3434 
Iniports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  supplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 

tieson 1137 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1169 
reported  with  an  amendment  -  -  -  1343 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1830 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 

menU 1833 

Indian  Trade,  report  from  'the  Superintendent  of  1833? 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  trade  with  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  .....  1574 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1660 
(See  TVading  House;) 


Indiaaa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Heodridu*  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  inatmeled  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rslaliliA 
ing  an  additional  land  office  in        •        -    $S! 

Infirmary  of  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  preaented 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the, 
referred         ....         .        .    741 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   -        -Sit 
Insane  Peiaons,  a  bill  to  authorise  certain,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  under 
guardians,  read  twice    .... 
Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocomb,  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  recovery  ot,  on  balances  ad- 
mitted to  be  due  by  receivers,  dec  -. 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  letter  from  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  vrith  sundry 
statements  relative  to  the        -        -        -    716 

Introduction  of  Slaves,  BCr.  Taylor,  of  New  Ymk, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiling 
by  law  the,  into  the  Territories  west  of 
the  Mississippi       -        .        -        -        -    TIS 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -    7S 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
the,  referred  to  the  same        -        -        .737 

Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  Friends  of  New  England  -        -    iS 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  another  from  Penn- 
sylvania        -..--.    74<' 

Mr.  Haxard,  of  Rhode  Uand,  and  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  simi- 
lar petitions  ......    WO 

the  committee  not  being  able  to  agree,  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  dkeharged,  anJ 
he  then  oflered  a  resolution  to  appoint  a 
committee,  with  instructions  to  repett  a 
bill  of  the  aame  tenor     •        -        -        .    ^ 

Mr.  Cocke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Manumission  Society  of  Tenneseee        -•  d» 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  aubject  of         .....    8S1 

Invalid  Penaioners,  a  bHI  concerning,  twice  read  I71€ 
Invasion  of  Louisiana,  report  of  Mr.  Williams  on 
the  subject  of  losses  sustained  during  the, 
by  the  British 9491 

J. 

Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of,  in  behalf  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Revolution,  referred  -        .763 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from,  charging  Mr.  Herriok,  a 
member,  with  receiving  compensation  for 
his  services  in  procuring  a  pension  for 
Robert  Cue,  read 1951 

Jobnaon,  James  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  te.  -    TIN 
speech  of,  on  the  Proper^  bill  -        -     753,  7d6 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefi- 
nitely     -     765,  <T4 

on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 
finances         ......    91? 

on  the  Missouri  bill  -        -        -        •        .  135f 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction 3175,  Sl»? 
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Johnson,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port what  earns  of  money  have  been  paid 
to,  in  virtue  of  certain  articles  of  agree- 
ment, dtc.      ......     936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  1047 

Johnson,  James,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  copies  of  contracts  heretofore 
made  with,  mr  delivery  of  powder,  dtc.  -  1461 

Jones,  James,  of  Virginia  was  qnalified,  du       -     702 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  dec.    703 


remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill 


761,  766 


on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -    773 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   .        -        .  1467 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice    846 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1808 
Jones,  Charles  S.,  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    -        .        .        .    928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 
read  Uie  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Jones,  John  M.,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  a  new  iuTcntion 
to  catch  rats  and  mice    ....    939 

Journal  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  Message  from  the  President 
on  the  subject  of  Uie      -        -        -        -    741 

Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  of  the,  among 
members  not  before  supplied,  read  twice  -    761 
read  a  third  time,  and  refened  to  a  select 
committee      ......    768 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...    820 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    820 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      904 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        •    906 
Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  a  resolution  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the,  to  each  surviving  mem- . 
ber  of  that  convention,  read  twice  -        -  1948 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1961 
Judicial  System  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  Mr. 
Kent  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
penrons  praying  an  alteration  in  the,  re- 
ferred    1242 

Mr.  Kent  presented  another  petition  of  the 

same  character       .....  1454 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the  1807^ 
twice  read,  and  referred    ....  1808 
a  report  recommending  non-concurrence    -  1823 

Jodiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit* 

tee  of  the 706 

said  committee  discharged          ...  2241 
JaroTs  for  the  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Warfield  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the        -    741 
amended,  and  referred  to  said  committee    -    741 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of       -        -  1674 
J  notices  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Little  presented  a  pe> 
tition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the,  referred        ....  1064 
a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred 1671 


Justices  of  the  Peace — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table      -        -        .        .  2241 

K. 

Kalb,  General  Baron  de,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  late, 
referred 712 

Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        .        .    701 

Kenawha  and  Mason  counties,  Virginia,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itanu  of 906 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland  was  qualified,  dtc    -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  accommoda- 

tion  of  the  circuit  court  ....    786 
speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill   -        .  1828 

Blentucky  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1739 

Kirby,  Samuel.    (See  Green,  Berryman.) 

Kermion»lLabedoyere  de,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred  1674 

Kidnapping,  the  Secretary  of  State  communicated 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le- 
gislature to  prevent        ....  1868 

King,  WlUiam,  a  bill  for  (he  relief  of,  twice  read    936 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ...  1807 

King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  late  trial  of  -  -  -  -  1863 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  a 

copy,  referred 2179 

report  of  the  oommittee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  Uble 2234 

Kinsey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 1366 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 1678 

on  the  revision  of  the  ^iriff       ...  2146 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction        -  2176 
Kinsley,  Martin,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  othera,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  road 1403 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1809 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 2172 

(See  Stoekbridge  IndUme*) 
Lake  Erie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  southeast  coast  of,  near 
ite  confluence  with  Sanduaky  Bay        -  1066 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary        -    928 
(See  Longitude  of  the  CajntoL) 
Land  Bounty  Certificates,  Mr.  Cook  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  ....  1489 

Land  Claims,  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  a  bill 

supplemental  to  the  several  acts  for  the 

adjustment  of,  read  twice       ...    924 

indefinitely  postponed        ...  2214 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -  1692 
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bill  read  twice,  and  referred        ...  1697 
reported  without  ameDdment    ...  1711 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  S321 
Land  sold  for  direct  tax,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooka, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  inatmcled 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  proTid- 
ing  by  law  for  perfecting  titlea  to    -        -    801 
Langnilte,  Francia  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1696 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1597 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poat- 
ponement      ......  I66S 

Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Maaaachuietta,  waa  qual- 
ified. Ac       -        -        -        -        .        -     701 

Laub,  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  2140 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -  2242 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice 1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
dicricy  of  causing  a  competent  number 
of,  to  be  distributed  within  the  Territory 

of  Michigan 858 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

protection  of,  in  newspapers,  read  twice  -  1655 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1677 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...  1690 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2213 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  -  •  -  2215 
Leather,  Mr.  Si!>bee  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  manufacturers  of,  referred  -        -     778 
(See  Manufacturer.) 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...  1635 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement              -  1674 

Leiper,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1913 

twice  read,  and  referred    ....  1948 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  referred        -        •  2243 
Levy,  Moses  Elias,  Mr.  Sampson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  1641 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -  1670 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the,  to  im- 
pose a  tax  for  building  a  courthouse,  Sec    779 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the,  con- 
curred in,  and  a  committee  appointed    -    705 
a  joint  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House,  read  twice        ...  2053 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  2180 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2184 
Limiting  Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -  1330 
the  committee  report  that  it  ia  inexpedient  1451 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusette,  waa  qualified, 

and  took  hia  seat  .....     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  coneerning 
Revolutionary  penaions  ....     747 
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Little,  Peter,  of  Marylandt  wma  qaalified,  &c  •  70: 
remarka  oi^  on  his  reeolntion  for  a  aspante 

committee  on  manafiactares  -       •      •  7M 
Livermore,   Arthur,  of  New   Hampahire,  wu 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat  - 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor^a  restrictive  re- 
solution ..---. 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  snbeequent  resolntioo 
on  the  Maine  bill  -  -  ... 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  - 
on  the  Census  bill  -  -  ... 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Mtiae 

bUl 

on  the  militaiy  appropriations  -       - 1607,161 
on  the  District  Banka  bill  -        -188 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Willuomi  IBS 
concerning  sales  at  auction        -  -  S19> 

Loan,  a  bill  to  anthorixe  the  President  to  borrow 

two  millions,  read  twice         -       -      •  137 
amended  by  increasing  the  snm  -  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  3244 

returned  with  amendments  by  the  Senate, 

and  a  conference  asked  -       -      -  ££47 

conference    agreed  to,  and  managers  ap> 

pointed 524? 

report  of  the  managera  concarred  in  -      -  ^^^ 
Loans  of  Powder,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trtcj, 

the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  wu 

requested  to  inform  the  House,  what,  if 

any,  had  been  made  aince  the  peace  to 

private  citizens,  &c. 
a  message  with  a  report  from  the  Secrettiy 

of  War  in  reply 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  of 

inquiry  into  the,  was  appointed     - 
report  and  discharge  of  said  committee 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  lo 

thorizing  the  President  to  cause  astroo 

omical  observations  to  be  made  to  aicer- 

tain  the,  twice  read 
Loring,  Nathaniel  Hale.     (See  Cadets.) 
Lost  Military  Land  Warranta,  a  bill  providiof 

for  cases  of|  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Low,  Andrew,  dc  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qaal 

ified,  du;., 
remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  weights  and 

measureii 
on  resolution  concerning  Army  execotioiu 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution 
on  the  Navy  deficiencies   .        -       • 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution 
on  the  Navy  appropriations 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concemiog  le- 

countability 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  widow,  &c 

of  Commodore  Perry      .        .       - 
on  the  disagreement  between  the  two  Hooset 

on  the  Maine  bill  - 
on  the  military  appropriations  - 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  concern 

ing  alienation  of  territory 
on  the  Navigation  bill 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 
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Lncai,  John  B.  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    881 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived     -        •    882 

Lyman,  Joseph  8^  of  New  York,  waa  qnalified 

and  took  his  teat   .....    701 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  prevented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        .        .        >        .710 
Mackay,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 
recommitted  with  instructions  ...  1809 

M. 

Maday,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  wss  qual- 
ified, dec.       ......    701 

Maine,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Convention  of,  to  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  referred         ...     704 
a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of,  into 
the  Union,  read  twice    ....    749 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    848 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  849 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1404 
debate  on  the  amendments  ...  1406 
amendments  ordered  to  be  printed  >  -  1410 
Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation  for 

the  Massadinsetts  members   ...  1460 
the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 

the  Senate 1457 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments       .  1552 
the  House  insisted  on  disagreeing  to  the 

whole  of  the  amendments      ...  1555 
a  conference  agreed  to  and  managers  ap- 
pointed ......  1576 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  and  the 

bill  finally  passed 1589 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  circuit 

court  in,  twice  read        ....    891 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1662 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1672 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives  for  the  17ih  Congress  to  be 
elected  for  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and,  twice  read      .....  1697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  1711 
Mallary,  Rollin  C,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  House,  in 
the  place  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  of  Ver- 
mont, referred        .....    710 
report  of  said  committee,  favorable  to  his 

claim 860^ 

report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  took  his  ^ 

seat 901 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1623 
Mandan  Villages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
the  terms  of  contracts  for  transportation, 

&c,  to  the 892 

Manufactures,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 

mittee  of 710 

Mr.   Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,   and  Mr. 
Ringgold,  of  Maryland,    severally   pre- 
sented petitions,  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      ....     737 
Mr.  Buffum,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

a  similar  petition  .....  739 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the  same  -  -  740 
Mr.  Hibshman,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  -  748 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  same  -  -  757 
Mr.  Rogerfy  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same      .    77S 


Page. 

Manufactures,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      ....    779 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Case,  and 

Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  •    791 
Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  the  same     -    800 
Mr.  Baldwin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion 
of  domestic    ......  1821 

(See  Domestie  Manufaeturee,) 

Maps  of  States  and  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure, for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands 939 

Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        .701 

Marcus  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  peti. 
tion  of  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
praying  the  construction  of  additional 
piers  at,  referred    .....    921 

Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury waa  directed  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expenses  of  holding  courts     -        -        -    881 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -        -    904 

Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read 
twice 1021 

Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of  sundry  persons  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  act  authorizing  the,  to  lay  out  a  cer- 
tain road,  referred 898 

Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat    ....    701 

Masonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  erect 
a,  referred 800 

Mauri,  Everiste,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        -        -1641 

Mausoleum  to  Washington,  Mr.  firvin,  of  South 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a     179^ 

the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same      -  1799 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the,  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -  2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2180 

Mcech,  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    -        -    736 
Meigs,  Heniy,  of  New  York,  was  qualified        -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  t>enefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb 883 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the 

bill 887 

speedi  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bUl 940 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read         .....     934 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1809 
Meroer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qnalified 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

Army  executions  .....    731 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution        -    736 
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Mercer,  Charlea  F. — continued. 

reinarkf  of,  on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill 
on  Mr.  Taylor*!  second  reiolution 
speech  of,  on  the  naval  appropriations 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   - 


899 


rage. 

-  788 

-  803 

-  812 

-  922 
on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  old  Congress  1048 
on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1480 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1812,  1827 
on  the  Militia  bill 1900 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  -  -  -1242 
twice  read  and  refened  ....  1264 
r^wrted  without  amendment  ...  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1699 

laid  on  the  Uble 2243 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    701 
Mr.  Mallary  disputes  the  election  of  -        -    710 
reply  of,  to  Mr.  Mallary's  statements        -    866 
Mj.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  time  to  collect 
eyidence        ...... 

the  Committee  of  Elections  report  that  he 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  the  same  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  Mallary  takes  his 
place     .-...-- 

Merrill,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Metcalf,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified    - 

speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
Michigan  Territory*  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of^  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read    - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 

Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 

statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 

expended  on  the 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply 

Mr.  C.  submitted  a  resolution  making  other 
inquiries  concerning      ... 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment containing  the  rules  and  r^u 
lationsof  the,  referred    -       -       • 

on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aboUahing 
the 

the  said  committee  reported  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  do  so 

a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  &c.        -  1636 

Military  Establiahment,  a  bill  regulating  the, 

twice  read,  dec 1641 

Military  Fortifications,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
reducing,  or  entirely  stopping  the  -        -    891 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  year 
since  1815,  distinguishing  the  grades  -  801 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  849 
another  report  from  the  same  on  the  subject 
of  the 1639 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the,  for  the  year  1820,  twice 
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biU  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  *  -  fiS 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  89( 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred         ...        -       .    877 
agreement  reported   ...         •        -    891 
report  concurred  in    -        -        -         -        -    899 
Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  instmet- 
ing  the  Blilitary  Committee  to  inqniic 
into  the  expediency  of  eztendiog  the  act 
making  provision  for  the,  daring  the  late 
war,  to  orphans,  dtc«       -        -         .        -    74S 
the  resolution  negatived  -        -        -    749 

a  biU  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 

year  1820,  twice  read  -  -  -  -  19& 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  I6S9 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1M9 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1697 
amendments  and  bill  referred  ...  ITII 
disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  -  1790 
Senate  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 
asked  a  conference,  which  is  agreed  to, 
and  managers  appointed  ...  I8OT 
the  managers  report  a  non-agreement        -  1S3I 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the  7(^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  aaid  oommittee 
were  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  clothing  the,  when  cadlcd  into 
service  -.....-gis 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  further  instructed  to  inquire  iote  the 
expediency  of  improving  the  organixation 

ofthe 859 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the,  dcc^  read 

twice     -...---898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        -        .  1901 
a  Message  from  the  President  traaamittiBg 
the  annual  abstract  ofthe        ...  \&n 
Miller,  George.    (See  Canventt  DanieL) 
Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  reUef  oi,  read 

twice »8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  i8(r 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -       -  19^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment         .  209S 

read,  and  agreed  to   -        -        -        .       .  2149 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1833 

read  twice,  and  reforred    ....  ig37 

1039|4Minors,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  ofiTered 


792 
1021 


-  1405 


-  1489 


1627 


read 


741 


-    759 


-  1633 


a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  under 
certain  circumstances,  which  the  House 
refused  to  consider         ... 

Mint,  a  Message  from  the  Preaident,  with  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the     . 
sundry  statements    from   the   Treasury  in 
relation  to  the        •        -        ...  18IO 

Mississippi  Stock,  documents  showing  the  out- 
standing, and  interest  thereon        .        .  2465 

Missouri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  several 
memorials,  dec,  relating  to  the  admission 
of,  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ...        .        .       .    i(M 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of,  to  fonn  a 
constitution,  dtc.,  read  twice  -        -        - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  Wi 

after  considerable  debate,  all  ooncuned  in  -  1^ 
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Missouri,  the  Speaker  preeented  lundry  petitions 
prajing  that  the  Territory  of,  may  be  di- 
vided, referred 800 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Association,  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  -        -        -    848 
Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter    .......    933 

Mohiccan  Indians,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of 

the,  to  certain  lands,  read  twice      -        -  1463 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -  1 807 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        .  1807 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...  1866 
Molasses,  memorial  of  sundfT  merchants  and  dis- 
tillers of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of  -        -        -        -        .        •  2410 

Monell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  d^c.    701 
Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        •    701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  -        -        -        -        -        -  2199 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 70J 

Morgan,  Charles,  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

the  General  Land  Office  on  the  claim  of    881 
Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 701 

Mosoley ,  Jonathan  0.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1828 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Muskets,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  be  made  for  certain,  impressed 

into  the  service 904 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    906 
reported  with  amendments        ...    934 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1698 
McCarty,  Edmund,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....  ]888 
McComas,  Jostah  H.,  and  wife.     (See  Wiilia, 
Henrys  of  whom  they  were  representa- 
tives.) 
McCoy,  'William,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  ...     765 
on  the  military  appropriations    -        -        -1621 
on  the  District  Banks  bill          ...  1830 
McCreary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc 702 

McCullough,  Hugh,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 791 

VIcDonald,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    751 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     768 
tfcGlassin,  late  major  in  the  Army,  the  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from   ...    938 
4cGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 
and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  .  1822 
icintire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1821 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  1822 
indefinitely  postponed       ....  i860 
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Mcintosh,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -    876 

a  third  reading  negatived  -        .        .        .    928 

McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  dtc    701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        .        .1138 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine 

bill 1409 

on  the  revifiion  of  the  tariff       ...  2093 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  ......  2199 

McLean,  OIney,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dec.    702 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill         >  1813 

speech  of,  on  the  Land  Sales  bill        .        -  1893 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2196 

McNair,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of   1913 

twice  read 1948 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred    ...  1574 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ......  1674 

McRae,  Alexander.  (See  Joktuon^  James,  and 
others.) 

X. 

National  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  the,  from  Wheeling  to  St. 
Charles 1682 

National  University,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  a        -    780 
considered,  and  negatived         ...    78t 
National  Vaccine  Institutiott,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice  ......    891 

Naval  Commanders,  a  bill  to  prevent,  from  ac- 
cepting presents,  dbc.,  from  any  foreign 
powers,  read  twice        ....  2156 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2173 

Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  reducing  the        ...  1694 
Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  -        -  1380 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  1822 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1836 
road  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2240 

Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the    707 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 

twice 741 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    829 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Qoarles,   the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the    -    860 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  2156 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement 

of  the  contingent  expenses  of  -  -  1064 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice,  and 
referred  .  -  -  -  -  -  1 136 
reported  with  sundry  amendments  -  -  1595 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  the      -        -        -  2143 
a  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen 
for  the,  read  twice         ....  2239 
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NftTy  CommiMioDeri,  the  committee  to  whom 
waa  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  modifying  the  act  creating  the 
Board  of,  reported  ita  inexpediency         -  2156 

Navy  UoBpital  Fund,  two  reaololiona  preaented 
by  Mr.  Silabee,  in  relation  to  the,  were 

adopted 1022 

annual  report  of  the  CommiMionera  of  the  1330 

Navy  Penaion  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Commia- 

aionera  of  the,  read         ....  1460 

Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified       -    701 
Nelaon,  Jeremiah,  of  Maaaachuaetta,  waa  quali- 
fied        701 

Nelaon,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  -        -     702 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Foot'a  resolutiona         -  1171 
Neppea,  Abraham.    (See  Godz,  Frederick*) 
New  Orleans  cuatom-houae,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  building  an  addition  to 

the 1952 

read  a  first  time         .....  1057 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  2009 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        •  2830 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        -        .  2247 
New  York,  the  Speaker  preaented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  of,  encloaing  a  cer^ 
tjficate  of  election,  d^c,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Blectiona         ...    714 
Newaom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  Jamea  Kobb, 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        -  2009 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  2242 
Newapapers,  the  uaual  order  given  for  the  aup- 

ply  of 703 

on  moUon  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Secretary  of 
State  waa  directed  to  report  a  liat  of,  in 
which  the  lawa  are  ordered  to  be  publiahed    991 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -        -  1169 
(See  Lawa  of  the  Vniied  StaicM.) 
Newton,  Thomaa,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dtc    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  separate 
the  subjects  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, by  appointing  a  committee  for  each    708 
on  the  military  appropriationa  .        -        .  1624 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impose  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ahips,  dec        -  2245 

Niagara  frontier,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  reaolution 
inatructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
diatribution  of  a  aum  of  money  among 
the  aufferers  by  the  general  conflagration 
committed  by  the  enemy  on  the  -  -  740 
Nicholla,  John.  (See  Harding^  John^  dfc) 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocamb,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  waa  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
progreaa  made  in  the  aurvey  of  certain 
parte  ofthecoaat  of       ....  1066 

a  measage  from  the  Preaident,  with  the  in- 
furmation  asked  for        -        -        -        -  1574 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
penae  of  aurveying  part  of  the  coast  of, 
read  twice 1863 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  2202 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 
aaaent  of  Congreaa  to  certain  acts  of  the 
Sutc  of,  twice  read  and  referred      -        -  1888 

reported  without  amendment      ...  1899 

Norton,  Daniel  D.,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  in  the  caae  of         -        -        -        -  1381 


Notea  under  fL^e  dollars,  on  motkm  of  Mr.  Mer- 
cer the  Committee  on  the  Dbtrict  of  Co- 
lumbia were  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  cirealatioB 
of,  within  the  said  Diatrict     -        -        -    7l5 

O. 

O'Bannon,  Jennings,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of  -        -        -         -         -        -1137 

read  twice        ......  HQ 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  -         -        -  1 701 

O'Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice  and  referred  -        -  188S 
reported  without  amendment     ...  SSI3 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -  2S43 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  a  btU  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  certain  privilegea  to  the  -  159S 
read  twice  ..-.-.  1997 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  .  2993 
read  a  third  time  and  recommitted  -  -  2149 
the  committee  discharged  .        -        -        .  224« 

O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

reliefofthe  If  gal  representatives  of  >        -1451 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  14M 

reported  without  amendment    .        -        -  1494 
recommitted      ......  1540 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed    >  1701 

Ocracock  Inlet,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  inatmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting 
a  iighthouae  at        .....  1696 

Office  under  authority  of  the  United  Statea,  Mr. 
Cobb  aubmitted  a  reaolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution  so  aa  to  prohibit  any 
Senator  or  Repreaentative  from  holding, 
during  the  term  for  which  he  waa  elected, 

read 935 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  committed     -        .939 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of        -        -        -        -  1913 
read  twice,  dec.  -        -        -        -        -  1948 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holding  the  Uni- 
ted  States  ConrU  from  Chillicothe  to  Co- 
lumbus in,  read  three  times  and  paaaed  -  1461 
a  Meaaage  from  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea,  with  docamenta,  showing  thai  the 
act  respecting  the  northern  and  western 
boundaries  of,  haa  been  executed,  read    -  1616 

the  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of,  enclosing  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  and  a  reaolntion  aaking  a  do- 
nation of  land  to  enable  said  State  to  form 
a  navigable  canal  between  Lake  Erie  and 
the  river -  16U 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the  ap- 
pointment of  commiaaionera  to  lay  out  a 
canal  therein  mentioned         ...  2231 
twice  read,  and  referred    ....  2231 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -234! 

Ohio  Company's  Purchaae,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  plana  and  field-notea  incln^ 

ed  in  the 10«x 

an  unfavorable  report  from  aaid  committoe  -  1711 
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Old   Congraw,  a  reaolation   bj  Mr.  8tom  to 
priDt  the  aecret  joarnai  of  the»  waa  re- 
lened  to  a  aelect  committee   ...  1064 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table 1064 

(See  Journal  of  Old  Congregs  and  Secret 
Journal,) 
Ontario,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ijowndea,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  waa  directed  to  give  oer* 
tain  information  concerning  the  comman- 
der of  the  frigate,  &e 1696 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  docamenta  in  reply        ...  1800 

Orphana'  Court  of  the  District  of  Golambia, 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the 
judges  of  the,  praying  increase  of  com- 
pensation, referred  ....  1450 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  al. 
lowance  to  the  judges  of  ti^e  -        -        -  1833 

read  twice 1837 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...  lOis 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1948 

Ouachita,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming to  the  inhabitants  of,  their  claim 
to  a  certain  piece  of  land       ...  1S18 

P. 

Pancoast,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,   read 

twice 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .1810 

Paper,  Mr.  FaUer  presented  a  petition  from 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  a  specific 
duty  may  be  laid  on  foreign,  referred      -     739 

Parker,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  sest      .....    701 

Parker,  Severn  E.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified   -    703 

Pascagoula,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of       -  1639 

Pasquier,  Charles  Henry,  and  others,  (Swiss 
emigianls,)  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in   •        .        -        .  1590 

Patents,  report  ot,  issued  in  1819,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 881 

Patridge,  Alden,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred ]  074 

Patteraon,  William,  and  others.  (See  St.  Do' 
mingo.) 

Patterson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, dtc.       ......    701 

Payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  British, 
papers  communicated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  act  to  authorise        ....  3482 

Payne,  John,  a  report  recommending  rejection 

of  the  petition  of  -        •        -        .        .    882 

Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  -  1594 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred    ....  1837 
reported  without  amendment    ...  1887 

Peck,  Harmanus,  of  New  York,  was  qualified    701 
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Pellett,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1696 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1597 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement    ......  1074 

Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    881 
third  reading  negatived     ....    882 

Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of        •    706 
the  committee  discharged  ....  2234 
Pensions,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to,  improperly  granted  -        -    929 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
timea   for   holding    the    United    States 
Courtfor  the  Western  district  of   -        -  1170 
twice  read,  and  referred    •        -        -        -  1218 

Peoria,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  read  twice  ...  2214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Perkins,  Samuel  O.    (See  St.  Domingo.) 
Venj,  Hardy.    (See  MeGrew,  John.) 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndea 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the  widow  of,  the  provisions  of  the 
law  for  widows  of  naval  officers,  &c.      •  1462 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed  a  substitute,  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  support 
of  the  widow  and  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  late,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  1453 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  Ac      -        -        -        -  1541 

Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1819 
Petitions  of  Right,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  prosecution 
of  suits  in  the  nature  of        •        -        -    713 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  presented  sundry 
depositions  going  to  show  that,  is  not  the 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 
to  iron 849 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier^  Anthony.) 

Phelps,  Elisha,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  -  701 
Philson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  waa  qualified  767 
Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred  .  -  .  1822 
reported  without  amendment  ...  2009 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2180 

Pinckney,  Charlea,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, d^c       702 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  print  the 

secret  journal,  dec.  ....  1063 
in  explanation  ......  1057 

on  the  Missouri  bill 1310 

on  printing  the  journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1628 

Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  waa  qualified,  dec.    702 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  786 
speech  o^  on  the  MiMouri  bill  ...  1265 
remarks  oU  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  aufierers  ....  1805 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1835 
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Piracy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
what  further  provision  is  necessary  to  de- 
fine and  punub  the  crime  of  -  -  -  1 877 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce  and  punish  the  crime  of,  read 

twice 1588 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect 

read  twice  and  referred  ...  2063 

reported  with  amendments        ...  3210 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2231 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2236 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .....    701 
Pleasants,  James,   of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

the  Speaker  presented  the  resignation  of  -     727 
Plumer,  William,  jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  Ac. 701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1412 
Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Butler  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  grant  of  a  lot  ibr  a  seminary  at, 
referred         --.---  1665 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  2206 

Postage,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  on 

thesubjectof 939 

Post  Office  Department,  Mr.  P.  also  submitted  a 
resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    991 
Post  Office  Eatabliahmant,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 
twice  and  referred         ....  1674 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1588 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1595 
Post   Offices   and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on    -        -        -    706 
a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain,  read 

twice 2206 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2207 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2231 
read  and  concurred  in        -        -        -        -  2236 

Pest  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  read 1774 

Potter,  Polly,  report  of  the  Paymaster  General 

on  the  petition  of,  referred      ...    933 
Preemption,  a   bill  from  the  Senate  granting 
rights  of,  to  certain  settlers  in  Ohio,  twice 

read 1900 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2242 

President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

the  usual  committee  to  wait  on  the         -    703 
report  of  the  same     .....    704 
resolutions  to  refer  the  annual  message  of    706 
Presque  Isle,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  of,  referred     924 
Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1837 

Printers  of  Books,  the  petition  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on  books  imported      •        •  2333 

Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand* 

ing  committee  on  ••        -        -        -        -     706 
the  committee  discharged  ....  2241 

Privateer  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the        -        -        -        -  1692 
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Private  Claims,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Puller,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  iaetmcted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providiBg  hj 
law  for  the  settlement  of         -       •       •  1740 

Privateering,  Mr.  Ross  presented  a  raemofiii 
firom  Ohio  praying  that  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  abolish  the  practice  o(,  refer- 
red         737,»45 

report  of  the  committee  thereon         -      -   859 
committee  discharged        -        -        -      •  8dl 

Privilege,  Mr.  Randolph  having  moved  a  qoet- 
tion  of,  which  the  House  refused  to  eon- 
sider,  submitted  a  resolution  to  expunge 
so  much  of  the  37th  rule  as  related  to  the 
reconsideration  of  a  vote        -        .       -  1590 

Prizes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Secretsny  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  r^oit  the 
amount  received  from  the  two  per  cent 
deduction  from  the  sale  o^  for  ihm  benefit 
of  distressed  seamen       -         -        -      •  1639 

Property  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  motbn  of 
Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
payment  for  ..... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read    - 

the  third  reading  negatived 

Mr.  Gross  submitted  a  aimilar  reaolatioD 
embracing  Pittsburg      .        .        .       - 

considered  and  negatived  .        -       •       • 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  reec^ntaon  directiBg 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  man- 
ner of  execution  of  the  former  act  to  psy 
for 

the  Secretary's  report  in  reply   - 

Protection  to  Manufoetnrea,  memorial  of  the  Csd- 
vention  at  New  York  praying  measoret 
for 

memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  2293, 

memorial  of  the  citiiens  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  for    -        -         -        -      - 

memorial  of  the   Pennsylvania  Society  kt 
Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  coo 
mittee  on  the         -        •        -        • 

a  Message  from  the  President  transnutting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the   - 

report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 

the  committee  discharged  .        .       - 

Public  Debt,  statement  of  the  .        -        -      - 

detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury showing  the  state  of  the 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -        -        -       ~ 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  coo- 
mittee  on      -        -        -        .       -       • 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  mode 
of  dispoaing  of  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   .-----• 

reported  with  amendments 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  thiiU  reading  -        -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Purkill,  Jacob,  Mr.  McLean  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        -        -        -       • 

an  adverse  report  thereon 

read,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -       ' 

Q. 
Quarles,  Tunstall,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dec 
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Qatrlei,  TuntUll,  remarks  of,  on  his  reioluUon 

relating  to  the  Army  and  Navy      -        .    869 
annonncing  the  death  of  David  Walker    >  1668 
Qoartermaater   General,  report  of  the,  stating 
the  terms  of  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  up  the  Missouri  ...    924 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     (See  Newsom  Joshua.) 
Ragland,  Thomas.    (See  Cadeia.) 
Randolph,  Juhn  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  d^c.     704 
remarks  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  Property  bill 760 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  ...  787,  789 
on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy  .  -  817 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  -  -  -  -  819 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  884,  885 
on  Mr.  Guthbert's  resolution  respecting  the 

sisve  trade 936 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1053 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  ac- 
countability   1066 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  ....  1066 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  ....  1068 
on  his  motion  respecting  the  contingent  ex* 

penses  of  the  House       ....  1464 
on  the  death  of  David  Walker  ...  1569 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  Appropriation 
bUl        -        -        -        .        -        .        .  1576 
Rankin,  Christopher,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified    708 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  I333 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1834 
Ratio  of  Representation,  Mr.  Brush  submitted 
a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  -    903 

not  agreed  to 904 

Rations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  expense  of  furnishing 
the  Army  with,  for  the  year  ending  14th 
April,  1818,  with  aversge  cost,  dec.  -  .  739 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply  .  1463 

Receipts  and  Bzpenditnres,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed   to  report  a  statement  of, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
classing  the  expenditures,  dbc.      >        -    877 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    .        -  1355 
tho  report  of  that  officer  in  detail      >        .  2863 
Records  and  judicial  proceedings,  Mr.  Simkins 
submitted  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the,  of  the 
courts  of  any  States,  authenticated  and 
produced  in  evidence    ....    897 
considered  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 

Committee 897 

Redemption  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morton, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  in  any  case 
further  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the — 

•old  for  taxes 733 

bill  extending  the  time  allowed  for,  read  twice    898 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed      -        -  1863 
Resieteied  Seamen,  report  of;  in  dififerent  ports  of 

the  United  States 891 

Re^nier,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice 

read      .......  1022 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...  1807 
Tend  the  third  time>  and  paMed       •        -  1809 

leth  Com.  Ist  Sb88.*D 
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Reid,  Robert  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  dtc  -     702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill      •        -    756 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
tike  Missouri  bill 1023 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  report  concern- 
ing Seminole  war 1562 

Raid,  Samuel  C.     (See   General  Armstrong, 

PrivaleerA 
Reports  of  decisions,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a 
btU  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  to  provide  for,  read  tvrice,  and 
referred         .-..--    935 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    991 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .  2242 
Reservations  of  land  for  navsl  purposes,  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  making,  read  twice  -        -  1356 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2240 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Retrocession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Darl- 
ington submitted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  making  a,  to  the  States  re- 
spectively of  Maryland  and  Virginia — 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider  -  878 
Revenue,  a  statement  of  the     •        -        -        -    719 

remonstrance  of  merchants  of  Baltimore 
against  any  change  in  the  system  of     •  2359 

the  same  from  the  Philadelphia  Chamber 

of  Commerco 2407 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of      -        -        -    706 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on       -        -        -        -        -    708 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  above  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
ner iu  which  the  act  of  1818  has  been 
executed,  dtc.        -        -        -        .        .    734 

report  of  the  manner,  dec.         ...    800 

Mr.  Jonea,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  reso* 
Itttion  on  the  subject  of  -        -        •        -    746 

amended  and  agreed  to    -  -        -    748 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  1818, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service,  dec.      -        -    749 

report  of  said  committee,  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pedient to  repeal  the  act        -        -        -     851 

correspondence  of  the  committee  on,  with 
the  SecreUry  of  War    -        -        -        -    852 

Mr.  Cannon  ofiered  a  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law, 
so  as  to  place  officers  and  soldiers  on  an 
equality,  which  was  rejected  ...    892 

Mr.  Pindall  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
concerning    .----.  2218 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  2219 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2223 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 

{provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
and  and  naval  service  during  the,  read 
twice,  dec.     ---...  1356 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  without  limit,  the 
act  to  provide  for  persons  disabled   by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  read  twice  1593 
referred  to  a  select  committee    •        -        -  1673 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed 224'" 
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Be^olutiooiry  War— continued.  Page, 

bill  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 

menta,  and  concorred  in         -        -        -  2248 
a  bill,  (reported  by  the  committee  aa  a  anb- 
stitute  for  the  bill  first  mentioned  above, ) 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  land  and  naval  service, 
&c,  read  twice      .....  1692 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -  1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        -  1716 

Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  qaalified,  Slc.  •    702 

speech  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 

property  bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    767 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  reso- 
lution     802 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1050 
on  Mr.  Foot's  resolation    ....  1172 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ting  alienation  of  territory     •        .        .  1776 
on  the  District  Banks  bUl  -        •        -        -  1831 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  dutiea  2170 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  salea  at 
auction  ...... 

Rice,  Henry,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on 
the  petition  of,  as  attorney  for  sundry  mer- 
chants, read  ...... 

(See  St.  Domingo,) 
Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  dtc.  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   •        .        . 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  dec 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc        ---... 
Ringgold,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  .... 

Road,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authoriie  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out 
a  certain,  therein  mentioned  .        -        - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        - 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on     -        -        ••        -        -    708 
discharge  of  said  committee       ...  2241 
Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1825 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1834 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        ...  1866 
Robertson,  Thomas  C,  and  Thomas  Shields,  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of        -        -  2206 
Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  authorising  the  sale 

of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read        -  1023 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1822 
Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  -        ...        -        -  1848 
Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania  was  quali- 
fied, dtc 701 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  twice  read     ...  1848 
Rosa,  Thomas  R.,  of  Ohio,  waa  qualified  -        -    702 
Rules  and  Orders,  the  adoption  of     -        -        -    703 
Mr.  Little  submitted  an  amendment  to  the    704 
Mr.  Pindall  did  the  same  ....  1023 
considered  and  negatived  ....  1634 
Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the 1567 

Ruas,  John  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified,  dbe.  -    701 
RiUieU,  Jonathan,  oorreapondence  of,  with  the 

Swedish  Government    ....  2264 


Ruasia,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  rela- 
tion to  the  petition  of  Eliphakl  Loud, 
aetting  forth  claima  againat    ...  S261 
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2202 
2205 
2213 
22U 


Sale  or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  suspending  the  act  oontinoing 

the,  ic 719 

(See  Forfeiture.) 

Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robot- 
son,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  credit  on  -  -  -  -  731 
Mr.  Campbell  preaented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inbabitaota  of  Ohio,  in  relatioa  to, 
referred  ....         .        .    93| 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 
vision for,  read  twicc^  and  referred  -        -  IQS 

reported  with  amendmenta         ...  1650 

amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordarad 
to  a  third  reading  .....  1896 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        -  1901 

Sampaon,  Gabriel,  of  Maasachusetts,  waa  qaali- 
fied. Ac        - 701 

Sanda,  Austin  L.    (See  Sleoena,  Ebemezet^ 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  qaali- 
fied, dtc        ......  1675 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  conceming  al* 
ficers  of  customs    -        -        .        .        .  1696 
Schiefflin,  Jacob,  and  Henry  H.,  Mr.  Meigs  pra- 
sented  the  petition  oi^  which  waa  refeirad 
to  the  Secretary  of  State        -        -         -    757 
report  of  said  ofiicer  thereon,  referred 
Scott,  John,  delegate  from  Miaaoori,  waa  quali- 
fied, dtc        ...... 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor'a  rca- 
olution  ....... 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 

Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Stiolber 

submitted  a  resolution  to  print  the^  read 

twice     -...--- 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

(See  Old  CongreMi.) 

Seminole  War,  report  of  Mr.  Storra  on  the  pe- 
titions for  payment  for  losses  austained 
in  the  .-.---- 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers dec  who  served  in  the    ... 
read  twice        -        -        -        -        .        -  lor 

laid  on  the  table 186S 

report  on  the  subject  of  horses  lost  in  the  -  2537 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennaylvania,  waa  quali^ed, 

and  took  his  seat  •  -  -  >  .701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  •  -  .  117S 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate'a  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bUl 1408 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  aalaa  at 
auction  ---.-.  2174 

Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc 704 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collet 
tion  of  duties,  dec.  ....  1^2 

Shaw,  Henry,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qaalified, 

and  took  his  seat 761 

Shaw,  Basil,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  off 

agreed  to----        ..845 
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Sbawneetown,  a  bill  to  authoriM  the  Commit- 
•ioners  of  the  Land  Office  to  remit  pay- 
ment of  certain  inatalmeuta  on  Idta  in, 
read  twice     •-....    719 
a  third  reading  negatived  ....    849 
Shields,  Jamea>  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1668 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -  1822 

Shields,  Thomas.    (See  Eoberteon,  Thomaa  C.) 
Shqiley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -    800 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    .    -        -    822 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -    892 

retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeota  1366 
read  and  concurred  in       -        -        •        -  1382 

Sholes,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice    --.....    848 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1808 
Shntc,  John.    (See  Harding,  John.) 
8iek  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  lor,  read  twice,  and  referred  1000 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2242 
the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed  -  -  2246 
the  House  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 

receded  from  the  rest    ....  2247 
memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  relation  to  the  case  of  -        -  2643 

Silshee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, dec 701 

speech  of,  on  the  reviiion  of  the  tariff         -  1987 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction 2176 

Simkins,  Eldred,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dfcc.        -.-.-- 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 
the  Maine  bill       ..... 
speech  of^  on  the  military  appropriations    - 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill 
speech  oi^  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  land  titles 

Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Moseley  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 933 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon      -  1460 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the,  transmitted      ... 
copy  of  said  report     .        •        -        •        - 
Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 
read      -..---- 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        - 

Slavery,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning  -        •        - 
Mr.  Foot  offered  resolutions  on  the  subject 

of,  in  the  Territories      -        -        - 
proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Newport 2462 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Hartford 2457 

Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred    741 

Mr.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the   ------    926 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee        -    926 
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Slave  Trade — continued.  Page. 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
to  negotiate  with  foreign  Powers  on  the 
means  of  abolishing  the  African,  read 
iwice 2216 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2236 

Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec.    -        -    702 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        ...  jggg 
Slocumb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 704 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1607 
Smart,  Robert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge, 

the  claim  of,  was  referred       ...  i096 
Smith,  James  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec.        702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   -        .        .    923 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1408 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  suf- 
ferers   -        - 1803 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  regards  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President         -        -  1903 

Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 

Smith,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  dec.  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  Army 

executions     --....  727 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolutions  ...  746 
on  the  Property  bill  -        -        *        -     761, 776 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  bill        -        -        -  788 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution  -  808 

speech  of,  on   the  appropriations  for  the 

Navy 804 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Strother's  resolutions 

respecting  the  finances  ...  -  917 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill 940 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

bills 1676 

on  the  military  appropriations  -  -  •1616 
on  the  fortifications  -  .  .  .  .  1620 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1834 

on  sales  at  auction 2174 

on  the  Loan  bill        -       2186,  2193,  2198,  2238 

Smith,  Ballard  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  d^e.   -  703 
Smyth,  Alexander  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

■  remarks  of^  on  Army  executions        -        -  728 

speech  of^  on  the  Property  bill  -  -  •  776 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 

bill 992 

on  the  military  appropriations    •        «        -  1626 

Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    1962 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  .  •  IQ97 
reported  without  amendment  •  .  .  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2243 

Southard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        •        -        • 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian 

trading-houses       .        -        •        .        - 

South  America,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  resolutions 

respecting  Ministers  to  - 
debate  on  the  resolutions  -        -        •        - 
the  first  resolution  providing  fbr  Ministers 

to,  carried 

the  remaining  resolutions  withdrawn  •  2230 
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Spain,  Mr.  Floyd  sabmitted  a  resolation  aaking 
information  concerning  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  treaty  with        -        -    948 
the  resolution  negatived    ....     949 

Mr.  Reid  iubmitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  state  of  our  relations  with, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  ....  I4ii 

report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -  1618 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  on  the  same  subject     .        -        -  1688 
another  Message,  with  sundry  documents 

in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  -        -  2216 

another  Message,  transmitting  letters  from 
the  Minister  at  Madrid  ....  2235 

Spanish  Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the 
President  was  requested  to  furnish  any 
information  h9  may  possess  in  relation  to 
claims  for      -----        -  1635 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply        -  2235 
Spence,  Groeme  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 2062 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2099 
Sprigg,  Jenifer  T.    (See  Deputy  Surveyors.) 
(Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  -     706 

State  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
subscription  to  certain  ▼olumes  of,  read 

Iwice     -        - 801 

considered,  and  amended  .        .        -        >  1677 
and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed        -  1677 
State  Universities,   Mr.  Butler,  of  New  York, 
submitted   a  resolution,   instructing  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  granting  to  each  State 
a  tract  of  land  for  endowment  of    -        -    882 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly    -        -    882 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient        ...    896 
Statistical  Accounts  of  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion, report  containing   ....  2494 
Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
remit  the  duties  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     1169 

reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  1218 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1242 
Steele,  John,  a  bill  fur  relief  of,  twice  read  -  1790 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1792 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  1807 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     1952 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -  1997 

Stenographers,  Mr.  Pindall's  motion  concerning, 

negatived      ------  1634 

Stevens,  James,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    -    701 
speech  oft  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
Missouri  bill-        -        -        -        -        -  1583 

Stevens,  Ebenezer,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -----  iggy 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2156 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        -        -        -  2242 

Stewart,  Susannah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2173 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2180 
Stoekbridge  Indians.  (See  Konkopot,  Jacob,  4rc.) 
Blorrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York  was  qualified    -    701 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army      -    729 

on  the  Property  bill 752 

on  his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  same 767 


Storrs,  Henry  R. — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Caniion  -  •  764 
on  the  Navy  Deficiency  btU  -  -  -  796 
speech  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  •  -  806 
on  his  amendment  to  the  same  -         -        -825 

on  the  Maine  bill Sa 

on  his  resolation  to  print  the  seciel  joonial  1052, 

10S6 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney  ....  1057 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  lo 

the  Maine  bill 1407 

on  the  appropriation  for  fortificatione  -  1623 
on  printing  the  secret  journal  ...  16S7 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Military 

appropriations        .....  1784 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction  2174,  SIM 
on  the  Loan  bill         -        -         -        -  2192, 2263 
Street,  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  6lc  701 
Strong,  James,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dbc  761 
Strother,  George  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  scat  -.  -  -  -  70S 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army  -  739 
on  the  Circuit  Court  bill  ...  78S,  784 
on  his  resolution  respecting  the  finances  -  917 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  secret  journal,  ^bc  1055 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs  -  -  -  -  1059 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine 

biU 1466 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  ...  2S43 
StuU  and  Williams,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
copies  of  any  agreement  with,  relative  to 
a  loan  of  powder,  dec.     ....  1484 
(See  Loans  of  Powder^  4^.) 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  appointment  of 

a  select  committee  on  the        .         .        .707 
Supreme  Court.    (See  Reports  of  Decisions  m 

the,) 
Surviving  OflScers  of  the  Revolution,  a  Inll  for 

relief  of,  read  twice        .        .         -         .741 
first  section  struck  out        •        -         .        -  1846 
Swartwout,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 163S 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1640 

reported  without  amendment      ...  1641 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .1699 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .1701 
Sweden,  documents  in  relation  to  indemnity 
against  ...... 

Swiss,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  a 

company  uf,  referred       ....  io46 

committee  discharged         ....  1454 

St.  Charles,  Missouri*  the  Speaker  preeeatod  a 
letter  from  the  trustees  of  the  town  o^  re- 
specting the  commons,  referred  >  -  1451 
St.  Domingo,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
sundry  claims  for  indemnity  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  authorities  of  .  -  1677 
the  report  in  full,  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
G.  Perkins,  and  others   ....  SS59 

T. 

Tarifif,  the  Speaker  presented  a  petition  firom 
Pennsylvania,  praying  sueh  a  revision  of 
the,  as  to  encourage  manafoctuies^  re» 
ferred  -  -  .  .  .  .  .  711 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  preaented  a 
similar  petition,  referred         .        .        .    712 
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Tariff— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Eddy  preaented  a  petition  of  the  ladiea 

of  Rhode  Island,  referred        •        -        -    712 
Mr.  Sergeant  preaented  a  petition  of  the 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce        *  1289 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginiat  preaented  a  coonter 
memorial        ......  1403 

a  comparative  view  of  the  existing      -        -  1913 
Tarr,  Christian,  of  Pennsylv«nia  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat     •        -  -        -     701 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  eiecutiona     .....    730 
remarka  of,  introductory  of  his  restrictive  res- 
olution   732 

on  Uie  resolution  allowing  bounty  land  to 

minors  .       *-        .        -        ...    759 
on  his  second  resolution  restricting  slavery  -    802 

803 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Mis- 
souri bUl        950 

Tennallytown,  Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  author- 
izing a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to  -  1626 
Term  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  cases,  to  four  years,  read  twice, 

and  referred 2214 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2230 
Terrill,  George  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    .....     703 
Territorial  Government  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -    794 
resolution  negatived  .....    800 
Thanks  to  the  Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  War- 
field,  a  vote  of 2260 

Three  per  Centum,  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  Illinois,  on  the  proceeds  of  land  sales, 
Ac,  read  twice     ^-        -        .        -        .  1381 
Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    701 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Topographical  Reports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
tho  Secretaxy  of  W*ar  was  directed  to 
report  the  several,  respecting  the  practi- 
cability of  connecting  the  waters  of  Illinois 
river  with  Lake  Midiigan  ...  733 
a  letter  irom  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  801 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 

Canals 846 

Townaend,  Peter.     (See  Johruon,  JameSt  dec.) 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        -        .        .        -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2176 

Trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition from  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of    -    891 
Frading-Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 

iiirther  time  the  act  establishing,  read  twice  1290 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1330 
Transfer  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  present- 
ed a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
a  atatement  of  the  ....        -    820 
Transportation  of  Baggage,  Ac,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
allowances  made  to  officers  of  the  Army    760 


Page. 


Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  ... 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
in  addition  to  the  several  acts  establishing 
and  regulating  the,  read  twice 

bill  recommitted        .... 

reported  with  amendments 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dtc 
^  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  army 

executions 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  draw 

backs,  dec     ..... 
on  the  Navy  appropriations 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  re 

specting  accountability  ...  1067, 1069 
on  the  military  appropriations    • 
qieech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect 

ing  alienation,  dec.         ... 
on  the  Loan  bill         .        .        .        - 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    • 
Tudcer,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali 

fied,  dec.        -        .        -        .        - 
Two  Millions,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice  ... 

amended  by  increasing  the  amount    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
(See  liOan.) 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  6lc. 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  G.  Ad 
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speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    - 
on  the  revision  of  the  tarifi* 

U. 

Uffington,  Thomas  S.,  Mr.  Wendover  presented 

the  petition  of        -        -        -        •        - 

Unauthorized  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the 

subject  of      -----        - 

three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered 

to  be  printed 

Unexpended  Appropriations,  Mr.  Lowndes  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
considered,  and  agreed  to  - 
Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a,  read  twice   .        .        .        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy,  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  Boston  on  a       - 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York 
United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.    (See 

Imports*) 
Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
persona  holding  confirmed,  read  twice    - 
oruered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        • 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        . 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  report  of  the  Poet- 
master  General  of  • 
Unsatisfied  Warrants,  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire 
concerning,  to  the  Virginia  line 
report  thereon 
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Unsettled  Balances,  a  letter  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler, with  a  liat  of  -        -        -        -        -  1355 
Upham,  Nath'l,  of  N.  Hampshire,  waa  qualified    701 

V. 
Vaccination,   Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition 
of  an  association  friendly  to,  praying  an 
act  of  incorporation,  referred  -        •     868 

copy  of  the  memorial  on  the  snhject  of       -  2445 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.    (See  Delisle,  Anthony.) 
Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon,  of  New  York,  was 

qualified 701 

Van    Swearingen,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was 

qualified 708 

Vasse,  Ambrose,  a  bill  for  relief  ol^  read  twice  -  1912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -  2243 
Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aatbor^ 

ixe  the  building  of  a  ceriain  number  of  •  1912 

twice  read,  and  referred    -        .        -        -  1948 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2009 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2240 

Vincennes  District,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

settlers  in  the,  read  twice       -        -        -    906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1809 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2213 

Vining,  Charles.  (See  Cadets.) 
Virginia,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  western  district  of  -  -  820 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  west- 
em  district  of 897 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  ...  912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    •   -    914 

Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  the  heira  of,  read  twice,  and  re* 

ferred 877 

reported  without  amendment  ...  898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1701 

W. 
Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  qualified    702 
remarks  of,  on  limiting  the  quantity  of  land 

for  sale 1380 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified      •    702 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Queries      -  1668 
resolutions  consequent  thereon  ...  1572 
Wallace,  James,  of  PennsyWania,  was  qualified    701 
War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of, 
asking  four  additional  cleriu  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the,  referred        ....    780 
(See  Clerks.) 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    779 
report  recommending  rejection  ...    933 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court 715 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  885 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  •  1062 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations    ...  1789 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -         1812,  1824 

on  aales  at  auction 2176 

introducing  his  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Speaker 2450 


Par- 
Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  pelitioB  of 

the  Mayor,  Ac  of,  praying  the  renewal  of 
acts  concerning,  which  expire  on  the  4th 
of  March,  referred  -        .         -        .    71S 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  o^  and  to  re- 
peal all  former  acts  for  this  purpose,  read 
twice    ----.-.815 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  farther  to  amend  the 

charter  of,  read  twice  ....  1451 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  14M 

another  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  incorporate 

the  inhabitants  of,  dec  ....  1033 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  1837 
reported  with  amendments        -  -  166S 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2I8I 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2S0S 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments,  and 

a  conference  is  agreed  opon  ...  2213 
report  of  the  managers,  concurred  in  -        -  223D 

Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  a  hill  to 
repeal  certain  parts  of  the  act  authorizing 
them  to  extend  their  road,  6lc^  read 
twice 2205 

Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  commit- 
tee of  705 

report  of  said  committee   ....  I837 

Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1620 

Weights  and  Measures,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachu- 
setts, submitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject 
of,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes^  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  the  matter  under  consideration        -    726 

Wells,  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
sundiy  inhabitants  of  Annapolis  on  behalf 
of,  referred    ------     947 

Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  oi^  read  twice  -  1540 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  18|7 

read  a  third  time,  and  reconnaitted  -  -  1809 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table     -        -        -ISM 

West  Quoddy  Head,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  iostracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding a  bell  near  the  lighthouse  on,  dec  -  1047 

Western   Depot,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  snndiy 

resolutions  in  relation  to  a  -  -  -  855 
the  House  refused  to  consider  it         -        -    856 

Western  Roads,  the  same  gentleman  submitted 

a  resolution  concerning  -        -        -  1331 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  .......  I33S 

Whale  Fisheries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  encouraging  native 
Americans  engaged  in  the     ...    850 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  to  the  Attorney 

General 991 

letter  from  that  officer  thereon  •        -        -  113T 

White,  William*  a  Message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  transmitting  a  r^ort 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  concerning 
the  imprisonment  of,  at  Boenoe  Ayres    -    733 

White  River,  Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  peti- 
tion on  the  subject  of  obetraction  to  the 
navigation  of         .....    92^ 

Whitlook,  Ambrose,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  agreed  to 859 
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Page. 
Whitman,  EiekM,  of  MftMaehusetts,  wm  qaali- 

fied,  dbc 701 

remtrlM  of,  on  Revolationary  pencions  -  747 
on  the  bill  to  aceommodate  the  circuit  court  783 
speech  of,  on  hia  resolution  for  territorial 

government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  •    794 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour     •        -        .        .    797 

on  the  Maine  bill 836 

remarks  of,  on  the  ratio  of  representation  -     903 

on  the  Senate  amendmenU  to  the  Maine  bill  1407 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        -  1998 

Wilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 

of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  read 

twice    .......    928 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect    -  1596 

read  twice 1697 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1690 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1701 

Wile,  Conrad.    (See  Uelchior,  Isaac.) 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....  1289 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ...  1617 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table          ...  1831 
discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1836 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .  1837 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac.    703 
Williams,  Elisha  W.    (See  Beaiitf,  Charles  A.) 
Williams,  Jamee.    (See  Gooding^  Mm,) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec •  .    703 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gross's  resolution  con> 

cerning  Pittsburg  losses         .        .     734,  736 
on  his  resolution  concerning  executions  in 
the  army        ......    727 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith        ....    728 

on  the  claim  of  S.  G.  Adams      ...    738 
on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1616 
on  the  Navigation  bill        -        .        .        -  1813 
speech  of,  on  his  Navy  resolutions     •        •  3140 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill       -        -        .  3338 
Williams,  John  S.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  explanatory  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  StuU  dc  Williams.  6cc      •  1690 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject  1899 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,  twice  read  ...  1243 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1831 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Uble 1833 

taken  up^  and  passed         ....  1848 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to        ....        .  3184 
Winter,  Elisha  and  William,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate concerning       .....  2221 
twice  read,  and  referred     ....  2231 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the 

Uble 2234 

Withers,  Thomas  C,  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    1 659 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >        >  1822 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2203 
considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  2206 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec  -     701 
Wood  bridge,  W.  W.,  delegate  from  Michigan, 

was  qualified,  dec.  -        .        -         -    712 

Worthington,  Gad,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred  > 718 

reported  without  amendment     ...    733  i 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected         •        -    738  I 


Page. 

Worthington,  Thomas,  a  letter  from  the  Comp- 
troUer  correcting  a  mistake  in  the  balance 
reported  against    .....  i464 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  Seminole  bill 778 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mallary     .        .     906 
on  postponing  the  Missouri  bill  -        -    938 

on  committing  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1409 

on  disagreeing  to  certain  amendments  of 

the  same 1466, 1466 

on  disagreeing  to  the  compromise      -        .  1467 
on  insisting  upon  disagreement          -        •  1663 
on  insisting  on  all  other  amendments         •  1564 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storrs  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill 1664 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriction  ...  1665 
on  another  amendment  by  the  same  -  .  1666 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Missouri  bill  •  1667 
on  final  passage  of  the  same  ...  1673 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment 

to  the  same 1686^  1687 

on  amending  the  rules  and  orders      -        -  1693 
on  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations          .        .  1637 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy       1687 

on  the  appropriation  for  pensions  -  -  1638 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 

road 1649 

on  rejecting  the  bill  for  said  road        -        -  1668 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary Pension  bill  ....  1673 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  the  Seminole  war    -        -  1687 
on  the  .final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  publication  of  the  laws      -        -        -1690 
on  amending  the  bill  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war     1706,  1709 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolu- 
tionary Pension  act        -        -        .        .1716 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        .        -  1716 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Delisle  andotherit 1718 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Cas- 

tine  bill 1783 

on  disagreeing  to  the  Senate  amendments 

to  the  Military  Appropriation  bill    -        -  1789 
on  postponing  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1831 
on  recommitting  the  same        ...  1833 
on  striking  out  a  section  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Pension  bill 1846 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

from  the  Tariff  bill         ....  1846 
on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Cobb's  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution        ...  1869 
on  Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution  relating  to  man- 
ufactures        1861 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  Mohiccans  -  -  .  .  '  >  1866 
on  a  motion  concerning  the  tariff  -  -  1889 
on  amending  the  Land  bill  ...  1896 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  •  -  1901 
on  amending  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Ar- 
my         1901, 1903 
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Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 
on  postponing  the  Tariff  bill  to  next  session  2137 
on  reducing  the  salt  duty  -  -  -  -  2138  t 
on  a  call  for  the  previouit  question  -  -  2139 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Importation  bill  2139 
on  recommitting  the  same  -  -  -  2154 
on  postponing  the  same  to  next  session  -  2166 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  2155 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  Do- 
ties  bUl          2171 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Auc 

tion  bill 2178 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  2178 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  •>  •  -  2182 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  .  .  -  2184 
on  reconsidering  its  passage  -  -  .  2201 
on  postponing  it  to  next  session  -  -  2201 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fixing  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress    -  2221 


Yeas  and  Nays — continned.  Page. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolotion  con- 
cerning revolutionary  pensions        •       •  8SS3 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  reaolutioo  re- 
specting the  slave  trade  ...  SSSi 

on  the  third  res  ding  of  the  bill  for  boildiog 

small  vessels  of  war        ....  2239 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  !SM 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  lay  oat  a 
road      ...        -         ..-SSU 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Loan  bill  •       -  2SU 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  belter 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department  S249 

Yellow  Stone  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  the  objccti  of 
the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth  of  the  750 
report  of  the  committee  thereon         -       -  948 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A. 

Abstracts  of  Land,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  for 
certain  public  offices      ....  2626 

Additional  Naval  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an    -  2621 

Alabama,  an  act  establishing  a  distriet  court  in  2576 
resolution  declaring  the  admiMion  of,  into 
the  Union 2627 

Alabama  and  Illinois,  an  act  to  establish  addi- 
tional land  offices  in      -        •        -        •  2585 

Arkansas,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
a  register  of  public  lands  and  receiver  of 
public  moneys  in  -        -        .        .        '.  2565 
an  act  relative  to 2578 

B.      . 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  act  con- 
cerning the    .-..-.  2584 

C. 

Cahokia,  an  act  confirming  the  proceedings  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  in  laying  out  a  town, 
Ac. 2584 

Canton,  an  act  authorizing  the  aale  of  thirteen 

sections  of  land  lying  within  the  district  of  2591 

Capitol,  an  act  making  further  appropriations 
for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the,  dec.        ....  3574 

Census,  an  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  2559 

Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  nations,  an  act  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaties  concluded  with  the    -        -        -  2620 

Clerks,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing 

the  compensation  of       -        -        •        -  2550 
an  act  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 
Department  of  War       ....  2621 

Columbian  Institute,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  2585 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of 2597 

D. 

Deficiency  of  Navy  appropriation,  an  act  making 

appropriations  to  supply  the  -        -        -  2551 


Pigf> 
Detroit,  an  act  to  revive  the  powera  of  the  Coa* 

miMionors  for  the  adjoatment  of  land 

claims  in  the  district  of  -        .      .  ^ 

an  act  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of 25K 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the  -        -       -  ^i 

Documents,  an  act  authorizing  the  transmission 

of,  free  of  postage  -        -         -        .       .  S>t9 

P. 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  an  act  designating  the 
ports  within  which  only,  shall  be  permit' 
ted  to  enter  ...         ...  56K' 

Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the 2ddi 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  further  to  snspend 

the  sale  or Si(« 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  impose  a  new 

tonnage  duty  on    -        -         -        .-261! 

6. 

General  Poet  Office,  an  act  to  provide  for  repair- 
ing the  roof  of  the,  and  to  procure  a  fire 
engine  -       -        -        -        -        --J€5i 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  fur 
the  aupport  of,  for  the  year  1820    - 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  above  .        .       - 

L 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  an  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on        •       -  ^' 

Isles  of  Shoals,  an  act  to  authorize  the  erectioii 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the,  near  Ports- 
mouth, Ac.  -        -        -        -        -       -  30 

J. 

Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Cod- 
stittttion,  a  resolution  for  the  further  db- 
tribntion  of  the      -        -        -        .       -  ffc*^ 
another  resolution  for  the  diatribation  of  cer 
tain  copies  of  the  -  -  *  ^ 
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K. 

Kentncky  and  Tenneoee,  «  reiolution  giving 
the  oonient  of  Congress  to  a  compact  be- 
tween, lor  the  settlement  of  their  bound- 
ary line        ------  86S8 

L. 

Land  Claims  in  Lonisianay  an  act  supplementary 

to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  -  2688 

M. 

Maine,  an  act  for  the   admission  of,  into  the 

Union 26W 

an  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  in  -        -  8666 
an  act  apportioning  the  representation  for  -  2674 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  an  act  further 

to  regulate  the 2684 

Michigan,  an  act  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to  be  prints 

ed  and  distributed  -        .        -        .  2678 

Military  Service,  an  act  making  partial  appro- 
priations for  the     -----  2649 
an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  year 
1820  for  the 2674 

Militia,  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  dis- 
cipline, &c. 2692 

Missouri,  an  act  for  the  admission  o(  into  the 

Union 2666 

N. 

Navigation,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning .-----  2616 

Navy,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the        -    •   .  2649 
an  act  making  further  appropriations  for 
the 2666 

New  Orleans  Custom-House,  an  act  to  provide 

for  building  an  addition  to  the        -        •  2626 

O. 

Ohio,  an  act  altering  the  place  for  holding  the 

United  States  courts  in  -        -        -        -  2664 

an  act  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  right 

of  preemption  in  certain  cases        -        -  2627 

Orphans'  Courts  of  Washington  and  Alexandria, 
an  act  to  increase  Uie  allowance  of  the 
judges  of  the 2683 

P 

Pennsylvania,  an  act  altering  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of 2616 

Peoria,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 

the  village  of 2619 

Piracy,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  punish  the  crime  of     -        -        -  2623 
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